
 

 

Jansson (Memorial) Lectures 

 

The origin and early development of the Jansson Lecture series 

Miss Gladys Astrild Jansson (1886-1960) was one of the early trained UK speech therapists. On her 
death on 25 July 19601 aged 74 years, she left £500 in her will to the College of Speech Therapists. 
This bequest was used to fund the delivery of a series of lectures by eminent speakers from 1962 to 
1999.  

The Council of the College of Speech Therapists agreed at its meeting of 17 September 1960 that: 

‘the money bequeathed by Miss Jansson be invested and the interest accruing shall be used 
to finance an annual lecture, or a symposium, to be called the ‘Jansson Lecture’ until such 
time as the College Council may decide that the capital is required for building or acquiring 
premises to house the College.’  

This decision was shared with College of Speech Therapists’ members the following month2.  

‘This we hope will add to the advancement of knowledge in our speciality, and bring our 
professional field to the notice of a wider public than is possible in our Conferences and 
Refresher Courses. Suggested names of possible speakers or of subjects for a Jansson 
Lecture would always be welcomed by the Council. Probably a small sub-committee will be 
appointed in due course to decide the Speaker (or Speakers), Subject, date and place of the 
first lecture.’ 

By the end of the following year, it was reported that the money had been invested and that ‘the 
sum of nearly £30 will be available annually to finance a memorial lecture’3. This was to be 
composed of income from the investment topped up by College4. Council had agreed a Jansson 
Lecture Committee of four members – Miss Collins, Miss Renfrew, Mrs Boome and Mrs Greene - and 
the Honorary Treasurer (Miss Canning)5. At its first meeting on 18 October 1961, the committee 
proposed that the lecture should be held every two years, alternatively in London and elsewhere, 
due to the limited funds6. To maintain continuity, Miss Stengelhofen was added to the committee in 
mid-19627. The first lecture was prominently advertised on the front page of the professional 
magazine (Bulletin) the following summer8 and flyers distributed (see figure 1). It was attended by 
over 500 people9. The committee offered its resignation after the first lecture10.  

A new committee appointed by Council included Miss Ashworth, Mr Good and Mr Francis. It had 
new terms of reference, having responsibility for ‘securing a speaker, publicity and any general 
organisation for the Lecture’11. Plans were to be submitted to Council for approval. 

 
1 Note by JF Thurstan in Bulletin, September 1960. 
2 Bulletin, October 1960. 
3 Bulletin, December 1961. 
4 Council Minutes, 16 September 1961. 
5 Council Minutes, 15 July 1961. 
6 Council Minutes, 18 November 1961. 
7 Council Minutes, 19 May 1962. 
8 Bulletin, August 1962. 
9 Bulletin, December 1962. 
10 Council Minutes, 17 November 1962. 
11 Council Minutes, 20 July 1963. 



 

 

 

Figure 1 Advert for the first Jansson Lecture 

Later lectures 

The second lecture was delivered at the conclusion of the College of Speech Therapists’ 1964 AGM12. 
The third in 1966 was planned to coincide with the College’s ‘Coming of Age’ celebrations (21st 
birthday)13 (see figure 2 for its account, which was very much in line with the cost intended when the 
lecture series was initially being planned) and the fourth with the 1968’s AGM14. Lectures were 
usually, although decreasingly, advertised in Bulletin15. The 1974 lecture was given as part of the 
College’s refresher course in Leeds that year16 and the following one within the College’s 
conference/ refresher course in Brighton17. No information beyond the name of the speaker and 
timing in 1978 within the national study day and AGM18 has yet been found for that year’s lecture. 
Betty Byers Brown was the first – and only – speech therapist to give the Jansson Lecture (in 1984). 
No evidence has yet been found of a lecture in 1986. Most of the speakers were male. 

Miss Jansson 

The fourth lecture started with an extensive biography of Miss Jansson and shows her portrait and 
photograph19. She was very well-educated in London and had travelled abroad as a young woman, 
both to France to learn the language and later to recover from illness in Switzerland. In the first 
world war she worked as a nursing volunteer. Miss Jansson was an associate of the Society of Speech 

 
12 Bulletin, July 1964. 
13 Bulletin, January 1966. 
14 Bulletin, March 1968. 
15 eg June 1972 full page, no date given. 
16 Bulletin, June 1974. 
17 Bulletin, April 1976. 
18 Bulletin, May 1978. 
19 Wyke, BD (1969) Deus ex machina vocis – an analysis of the laryngeal mechanism of speech. British Journal 
of Disorders of Communication 4(1), 3-25. 



 

 

Therapists (later British Society of Speech Therapists) from 193620 and a member of the College of 
Speech Therapists from its foundation in 1945.  Before training as a speech therapist under Miss 
Kingdon Ward in the early 1930s, she ran a school. She was a member of what became the College’s 
Research Committee in the mid to late 1940s. Miss Jansson spent her clinical career in Bath, the first 
speech therapist in the area.  

 

 

Figure 2 1966 Jansson Lecture account 

 

On her death, Miss Winifred Kingdon Ward wrote in her appreciation21 that Miss Jansson ‘was one of 
oldest of our speech therapists, and was one of those who helped to blaze the trail for later 
generations. … She had a charming, wild-rose complexion, which gave her face a look of freshness, 
and which lasted right on into her later years … she not showed herself to be extremely quick in 
imbibing facts, but also that she possessed very considerable knowledge of psychology and allied 
subjects, gained both from her studies and from observation. Her intellectual ability was of a high 
order, while at the same time she showed an exceptional degree of insight into her patients’ 
difficulties. …When the London Hospitals School (..) of Speech Therapy was founded in 1942, Miss 
Jansson was appointed Lecturer in Social Science … This was the first introduction of the subject into 
speech therapy training courses. … Those of us who had known ‘Jan’ for so long, as well as many 
who knew her later, will greatly miss her. … That she was almost unknown to the younger 
generation of speech therapists is, I think, mostly due to her quiet unobtrusiveness and self-
effacement. She simply was not capable of pushing herself on any way, to her the work, and that 
only, was the thing.’ 

 

Dissemination 

Some of early lectures were audio-recorded and many in the series were published in the 
professional journal (see table 1). 

 
20 Speech 1(4), p.7. 
21 Bulletin, January 1961. 



 

 

 

Table 1 List of Jansson Lectures 

Year Speaker Title Publication 

1962 Dr W Grey Walter Brain mechanism and language (recorded22) 

1964 Sir James Pitman Success or frustration in human 
communication 

 

1966 BM Foss Psychological aspects of training in 
communication 

BJDC 1(2): 72-77 (1966) 
(recorded)23 

1968 Dr Barry D Wyke Deus ex machina vocis - an analysis of the 
laryngeal mechanism of speech 

BJDC 4(1): 3-25 (1969) 
(recorded) 

1970 Prof D Russell Davis Interact and communicate BJDC 6(1): 3-12 (1971) 
(recorded) 

1972 Dr David Crystal Linguistic mythology and the first year of life BJDC 8(1): 29-36 (1973) 
(recorded) 

1974 Prof Laura L Lee Developmental sentence analysis  

1976 Lord Halsbury Some thoughts on language BJDC 12(1): 3-7 (1977) 

1978 Baroness Masham   

1980 Dr Roy McConkey Sharing knowledge of language with children 
and parents 

BJDC 16(1): 3-10 (1981) 

1982 Margaret Newton Dyslexia: a problem of language BJDC 18(1): 3-12 (1983) 

1984 Betty Byers Brown Evidence upon which to act: the identification 
of communication disorders 

BJDC 20(1): 3-18 (1985) 

1988 Dr N O’Connor The performance of the ‘idiot-savant’: implicit 
and explicit 

BJDC 24(1): 1-20 (1989) 

1990 Alan Newell Assisting interaction with technology: research 
and practice 

BJDC 26(1): 1-10 (1991) 

1992 Anthony Clare Communication in medicine EJDC 28(1): 1-12 (1993) 

1995 Heinz Wolff Choosing what to say Short summary in Bulletin 
November 1995, p. 3 

1998 Brian Williams Teamwork and skillmix. Do they improve care 
for older patients? 

IJLCD 33 (Supplement): 
634-638 (1998) 

1999 Richard Wise The imaging of word perception Summary in Bulletin 
November 1999, p. 4 

LA/12.11.19 

 
22Council Minutes, 17 November 1962 
23 1966 – 1972 Jansson Lecture recordings are among the old tape collection held by RCSLT 


