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An Introduction by Callum Brown 
 

The Archive of 80 interviews produced by the Stirling Women’s Oral History project of 1987-90 is a most important 

collection. It is a sophisticated, wide-ranging and detailed resource for the historian, the teacher and the researching local 

enthusiast. It has provided material for many publications, and allowed a fascinating picture to emerge of the world of 

women in Stirling and central Scotland in the late 19
th

 and early 20
th

 centuries. 

 

In 1986, the Women’s Committee of Stirling District Council set up the Stirling Women’s History Project, funded by the 

Manpower Services Commission (MSC). The aim was to create an archive of women’s personal testimony as part of the 

wider promotion of women’s interests, and interest in their past, within the Stirling area. The project was initially headed-

up by Philip Morgan-Klein, with Jayne Stephenson as assistant co-ordinator. Philip left after a few months, and Jayne took 

over for the remainder of the Project. Over the following 3 years, it employed some fourteen individuals as interviewers, 

transcribers and an office manager to work on the process of creating both the Archive itself and its by-products. When it 

finished, the Archive consisted of 80 interviews in audio, e-copy and hard-copy formats.  

 

Background 

 

The Project’s aim was to produce an Archive of oral testimony focussing on women only. The testimony was to cover all 

aspects of women’s experiences from childhood and parents through to the Second World War. In the mid 1980s, this was 

a relatively new idea.  

 

For twenty years before, oral-history pioneers had been developing the technique of oral interviewing on tape, and 

transcription onto paper, for the purpose of producing testimony that could be used in the expanding field of Social History. 

The work of Professor Paul Thompson at the University of Essex was considered the exemplar at that time, and it was the 

aim of the Stirling Project to use the basic ‘whole-life’ questionnaire that he had developed for his project on The 

Edwardians (the testimony of which is stored in the Qualidata Archive at Essex University). The philosophy current at that 

time was that oral history needed to be treated as a social science, with a rigorous method involving a standardised 

questionnaire (that allowed comparison of answers across many interviewees), supplemented by follow-up questions at the 

instigation of the interviewer on the spot. The method was becoming better accepted in academic History at that time on 

that basis.  

 

Oral history was being promoted by a concern to access the experiences of what historians then called ‘the common 

people’ ― the working classes, but also women and ethnic minorities. Official history had until the 1960s tended to 

privilege the elites and use sources of information (such as newspapers, government reports and so on) that focussed 

exclusively on the workings of government and the economy. This was termed a ‘top-down’ view of society. But in the late 

1960s and 1970s, there was a strong urge to promote an alternative, or ‘bottom-up’ history, focusing on the experience of 

the bulk of the population and their experiences, concerns and destinies. Initially used mostly by socialist historians, by the 

1980s feminist and women’s historians started to see in oral testimony a key way ― in many cases the only way ― to 

access the history of half the population who had traditionally not belonged to document-making organisations. Women 

had been traditionally less involved in politics, in professional occupations, in organised societies and even trades unions. 

Moreover, there were aspects of women’s lives upon which there was practically no documents at all ― such as the 

experience of pregnancy and child-birth, of sexual relations, of motherhood, and female experience of work (which was 

often in low-paid and classically-defined ‘unskilled women’s work’). For these reasons, oral history became seen as the 

way to access women’s voices. 

 

The re-construction of the past by new historical investigation is a constant part of our culture. It is work undertaken not 

just by professional historians, museums or archivists, but also by our popular culture ― through radio and television 

History programmes, public talks, school History material, and by family-history research. Oral history has developed in 

the 1980s, 1990s and 2000s as a vital tool of that process. What was being attempted by the Stirling project was a credible 

programme of research that would produce material at all levels of dissemination. 

 

The Project Technicalities 

 

The Project was based in premises in the same building as the Stirling Police Court in Spittal Street. It came directly under 

the supervision of the Women’s Committee of Stirling Council and of the MSC.  

 

The Project workers recruited as interviewees women aged 70 or over resident in the Stirling District (the local-government 

area), no matter where they had been born or brought up. Recruitment was by newspaper feature articles (especially in the 

Stirling Observer), but talks by Jayne Stephenson to local history and civic groups, by poster campaigns in Stirling 

libraries, and by two exhibitions in the Smith Art Gallery and Museum. On top of that, contacts were made by personal 

recommendation, by approaches to nursing home managers, and with the assistance of many professional groups associated 

with local history groups, with women’s organisations, and with the elderly.  
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The aim was to construct a ‘panel’ of elderly women representative of the population of the Stirling/Stirlingshire area in the 

early 20
th

 century. By ‘representative’, the project took occupation as the key criterion, using the interviewee’s main job or 

jobs to classify each according to the Registrar General Scotland’s Classification system as in use in 1921. The 1921 

occupational distribution of the female population for Stirling County in the 1921 Census was the benchmark against which 

the project aimed to obtain, as nearly as possible, a sample. The results were very close. An analysis of this exercise 

appears in J.D. Stephenson and C.G. Brown, ‘The view from the workplace: women’s memories of work in Stirling c.1910-

c.1950’, in E. Gordon and E. Breitenbach (eds.), The World is Ill Divided: Women’s Work in Scotland in the Nineteenth 

and Early Twentieth Centuries (Edinburgh, Edinburgh University Press, 1990). Some secondary issues in representative 

sampling were also sought ― primarily samples of women from across the Stirling District, and according to religious 

affiliation. To undertake this, there was constant monitoring of who had been interviewed, and special efforts were made to 

target likely sources of potential groups of under-represented groups of women. 

 

A potential interviewee was approached by letter or telephone and asked if they wished to be interviewed. They were 

approached normally for a preliminary meeting, at which in brief the nature of the project, the nature of the questions, and 

the method of recording were outlined. The issue of sensitive questions was sorted out at that stage so that offence would 

not be caused at the interview. Then, the interview was conducted, usually in the home or permanent residence of the 

interviewee, preferably with no other persons present (though a few did involve relatives or friends being present). The 

interviews were recorded using Sony tie-pin mikes, Sony Walkman Professional Recorders (which were top of the range 

equipment at the time), recording onto C90 audio cassettes, producing broadcast-quality material. The interviews would 

vary in length, but would range normally between 75 and 90 minutes. In a very small number of cases, an interviewee 

required more than one interview session to complete the standardised questionnaire. In all, 84 interviews were conducted. 

 

After the interview, the recording was copied onto a second tape for back-up, a transcription was made that was checked by 

the interviewer until there was satisfaction that it truly reflected the content of the interview, and the transcription was 

stored in hard-copy continuous computer-print-out paper and on 3 inch computer discs. (The software used unfortunately 

quickly became dated, and could not be loaded direct into modern Word or Mac.) A copy of the print-out was sent to the 

interviewee, with a consent form (consent to use copyright material for publications and other purposes) for signature. At 

that stage, some alterations were made to some interviews to meet the concerns of interviewees. The signed consent forms 

were stored. In all, consent was withheld by four interviewees, and their interviews on tape, e-copy and hard-copy were 

destroyed.  

 

The management of the process involved considerable administration. It was a major task to ensure that the flow of 

interviewees was steady and continuous, to avoid an impossible log-jam of elderly people becoming disappointed at the 

slowness to interview them. To a very large extent, the project became seen by the interviewees as a major social event, and 

there was a strong flavour of social-service function to the reminiscence work being undertaken. (At that time, medical-

based reminiscence therapy was in its early stages, using the technique of oral history interviewing as a stimulus to the 

elderly.)  

 

Dissemination 
 

The process of undertaking the project involved using testimony in talks, exhibitions, booklets and radio features (for 

instance, on BBC Radio Scotland’s ‘Good Morning Scotland’ programme) as a means of sustaining a flow of recruits. 

Jayne gave talks to organisations like the Forth Naturalists and Historians, to local history societies stretching from 

Gartmore to Kincardine, and organised displays of domestic artefacts and women’s clothes at the Smith Museum.  

 

A series of publications ensued which used the testimony, including:― 

 

Jayne Stephenson (ed.), “Five Bob a Week”: Stirling Women’s Work 1900-1950 (Stirling, Sunprint, 1988) 

Jayne Stephenson, The Home Front Stirling 1939-1945 (Stirling, Stirling District Libraries, 1991) 

Jayne Stephenson, “Jeely Pieces and Clootie Dumpling”: Stirling Childhoods in the 1920s and 1930s (Stirling, Stirling 

District Libraries, 1992) 

J.D. Stephenson and C.G. Brown, ‘The view from the workplace: women’s memories of work in Stirling c.1910-c.1950’, in 

E. Gordon and E. Breitenbach (eds.), The World is Ill Divided: Women’s Work in Scotland in the Nineteenth and Early 

Twentieth Centuries (Edinburgh, Edinburgh University Press, 1990).  

C.G. Brown and J.D. Stephenson, ‘”Sprouting Wings?”: Women and religion in Scotland, c.1890-1950,’ in E. Breitenbach 

and E. Gordon (eds.), Out of Bounds: Women in Scottish Society 1800-1945 (Edinburgh, Edinburgh University Press, 

1992).  

A.J. McIvor, ‘Women and work in twentieth century Scotland’, in A. Dickson and J.H. Treble (eds.), People and Society in 

Scotland, vol. 3 1914-1990 (Edinburgh, John Donald, 1992).  

C.G. Brown, Religion and Society in Scotland since 1707 (Edinburgh, Edinburgh University Press, 1997).  

Extended extracts from the testimony appear in ‘Gender’ (ed. A. McIvor), in A. Cooke et al. (eds.), Modern Scottish 

History 1707 to the Present, Vol. 5 Major Documents (East Linton, Tuckwell, 1998), pp 245-53.  
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Jayne also published short pieces on the Project in Oral History (the journal of the Oral History Society of Great Britain) 

and in Forth Naturalist and Historian. 

 

Oral History since 1990 

 

In the 1990s and 2000s, oral history has changed. It is no longer seen as the poor relation of other sources of the past, but is 

extensively used in both popular and academic history of society and culture. It is especially used in women’s history, 

where women’s voices continue to be re-assembled from both oral history itself and from the re-constructed voices of 

women heard through things like judicial court records (of witness statements and precognitions for instance) from the 

mediaeval and early-modern periods. In this way, the concept of the ‘voice’ is now central to much work of the historian ― 

whether or not the voice is actually heard on an audio tape. 

 

The way in which oral testimony is used has changed as well. It is no longer used primarily as social-science evidence to be 

weighed against other ‘factual’ historical evidence, but is given a privileged position in understanding the changing nature 

of personal and national identity, and in the history of ‘the self’ ― the conception we have of ourselves having changed 

dramatically across generations. Oral history is now analysed in great detail by linguistic historians, literary linguisticians 

and cultural historians for the changing images, language, terminology and allusions that it contains.  

 

These developments mean that the way of oral history interviewing has changed (specifically the use of the standardised 

questionnaire has been largely superseded by free-form interviewing in which the interviewee has much greater control 

over the agenda). However, older testimony such as that of the Stirling Project retains a value for the possibilities of 

constantly re-interpreting the material in the light of new techniques and perspectives. Moreover, critically, it records the 

voices of interviewees who, many of them, are now dead, and whose world of childhood, youth and young adulthood is fast 

receding into our past, only being accessible to our and future generations through these tapes. In this way, the value of the 

testimony increases as every year goes by. 

 

Jayne D. Stephenson 1963-1994 
 

Jayne Stephenson was born and brought up in Hull, and attended Preston Polytechnic, graduating in 1984 with B.A. Hons. 

History and English. It was there that she and I met, and in 1985 we moved from Lancashire to live near Doune in 1985. 

She worked successively for the Stirling Libraries Project to index the Stirling Observer (1986), for the Oral History 

Project (1986-90), and then as Local History Officer (c.1990-93), employed jointly by Stirling District Libraries and the 

Smith Art Gallery and Museum. At the Smith Museum in 1990-1, she designed a long-term display on the social history of 

Stirling and district since the 18
th

 century, and promoted local history events and societies throughout the area. In 1993, she 

was employed by Ross and Cromarty Council as curator of a new museum in Tain in Easter Ross. She renovated a derelict 

building beside St. Duthac’s Church in the centre of the burgh, and designed it as a visitor attraction on the theme of King 

James IV and his pilgrimages to the shrine of St. Duthac.  

 

On 23
rd

 May 1994, Jayne was drowned in a tragic accident on the shoreline at Hilton near Tain where she lived. Her funeral 

service was held in St. Duthac’s. She was 30 years old. 

 

 

Callum Brown 

Co-director, Scottish Oral History Centre, 

Professor of Religious and Cultural History,  

University of Strathclyde. 
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Workers on the Project included: 

 

Wendy Barr Christine Hertwig Jayne Stephenson 

Karen Conna Sharon Little Flora Thomson 

June Craik Philip Morgan-Klein Anne Turner 

Betty Carruthers Katrina Shepherd  
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Paper from Forth Naturalist and Historian Volume 10 
 

THE STIRLING WOMEN'S ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 
 

Jayne D. Stephenson 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Although women make up more than half the population, the documentary sources for writing their history are 

disappointingly poor in both quality and quantity. This results in part from traditional male dominance in many spheres of 

community life, and in part from women's distinctive patterns of work, recreation and popular culture. 

 

Until the twentieth century - and in many cases until the later twentieth century - there were few positions of community 

leadership and responsibility open to women. Institutions like the town council, burgh incorporations, the Kirk session, the 

school board and the parish council were male preserves until one hundred years ago. The first positions open to women 

were in new organisations of local government like the elected school boards and parish councils, and women started to 

stand and be elected to these in the 1880s and 1890s. Women's access to other institutions of public life was only really 

possible after the First World War. However, women still did not (and do not) achieve a representation equal to their 

presence in the population at large. Moreover, whilst civil institutions (like local and national government) became open to 

women in the first three decades of this century, many other organisations remained closed for much longer. In the Church 

of Scotland, for instance, women were only admitted as elders and ministers in the later 1960s. 

 

This 'closed male world' has limited our understanding of women's history, since women's experiences have until recently 

been confined largely to activities which have gone unrecorded in institutional history. Moreover, women's access to many 

occupations has been limited. Women's work has traditionally been low-status: either unskilled or semi-skilled, and almost 

entirely low-paid in comparison to men. Women's trades unions have had a patchy history. They really only emerged in the 

1890's and early decades of this century, but the proportion of women in unions has remained consistently much lower than 

the proportion of men. As a result, the sources for understanding the nature, problems and development of women's work 

are poor. 

 

Of course, the vast majority of adult women at any given time are not in employment, but instead are usually at home 

rearing children and undertaking the many tasks associated with running a household. Here, more than in almost any other 

sphere, women's history suffers from an acute shortage of documentary evidence. The evidence that does survive tends to 

emanate from a socially-exclusive group: the literary middle-class or upper-class housewife who has written 

autobiographical accounts of her experiences. Such accounts, though useful, are invariably unrepresentative of women as a 

whole. 

 

Similarly, the pattern of women's recreational activities has traditionally been quite different from that of men. Whilst men 

during the last two centuries have developed a very sophisticated system of voluntary organisations to provide outlets in 

various pastimes (ranging from participant and spectator sport, to working-men's clubs and self-help friendly societies), 

women's leisure has been characterised by informality and the absence of organisation. Women tended to spend a 

considerable proportion of their non-work time in casual meetings with relatives and other women at their own or 

somebody else's home, in the street, the corner shop or the 'yard'. Many women's liberationists and social reformers helped 

to found voluntary organisations for women between the 1880s and the 1920s, giving rise to societies as varied as the 

Women's Guild, the Women's Rural Institute and the Co-operative Women's Guild. But these never superseded the 

informal character of women's leisure activities, and their records do not give a full view of the life of women in a 

community. 

 

More importantly, the paucity of such sources leaves the popular culture, attitudes and activities of women an area of some 

mystery. The historian finds it difficult to use documentary sources (whether institutional record or newspapers) to 

construct a picture of women's life-shaping experiences. Into this void, the oral historian can project a vast array of first-

hand information which, when carefully handled and collated, can allow the writing of women's history during this century 

to begin in earnest. 

 

THE PROJECT 
 

The Stirling Women's Oral History Project was set up in December 1986 with the object of recording the recollections of 

seventy local women about life during the first half of this century in Stirling District. The finished archive of cassette 

tapes, transcripts and floppy discs will be stored in the Smith Museum and Art Gallery for public use. In addition, items 

from the Archive will be available through the district libraries. 
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The project is sponsored by the Manpower Services Commission and Stirling District Council, and employs a total of nine 

staff: three interviewers, four transcribers, an office coordinator, and a supervisor. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

 

The sample 

 

A problem often attributed to oral history is that it is not representative. The problem is virtually insurmountable. Some 

oral-history projects in the past have attempted to use the 1931 census as a basis for seeking respondents from a socially-

representative series of occupations. This technique can only provide a rough guide, and though the Stirling Project has 

performed the same exercise, problems arise almost immediately. For example, there is a tendency for certain 'types' of 

person to come forward to be interviewed: the extrovert, those interested in local history, those who have a 'cause' to 

promote, and those amongst the elderly who are desperate for company and a 'blether'. Those who survive to an age 

considered ripe for oral-history interviewing are a self-selecting group who, because they have survived, tend to be drawn 

from less-dangerous occupations and from families which enjoyed a higher standard of living than those who died 

prematurely. Moreover, the women interviewed by this Project have tended to be widows; those with husbands still living 

are more reticent about coming forward. 

 

These are just some of the numerous problems which emerge in trying to get a social cross-section. However, these 

problems do not detract from the worth of the testimony obtained. The Stirling Project has endeavoured to maintain the 

breadth of its respondents' backgrounds by using a multitude of means of recruitment. We have utilised 'third party' 

contacts through ministers, priests, doctors and similar sources (whilst in no way compromising the codes of confidentiality 

in those professions); occasionally, respondents obtained in this way feel an obligation to be interviewed, leading to less 

than total success before the microphone. Personal visits to sheltered housing, tea dances and old age pensioners' clubs 

have been very successful. As these forms of contact tend to give us access to the fit and mobile elderly, letters are sent out 

to women subscribers to the Stirling District Library Service for the housebound; this has proved to be very successful. 

 

Though oral history can and has been used for obtaining a large sample from which statistical analysis can be conducted 

(notably a major project conducted by Paul Thompson and Thea Vigne at the University of Essex in the 1970s), the present 

project has sought to obtain high quality testimony for use in describing all areas of women's lives. Even so, the sample of 

seventy being collected by the Stirling Project will provide academic historians in certain fields with the opportunity to 

apply quantitative techniques. 

 

The Interview 

 

The interviews conducted for the Project are based on the model questionnaire devised by Paul Thompson (1978). There 

are different sections covering childhood and parents, leisure, work, marriage, children, community and social class. The 

interviewer consults the special questionnaire compiled by the Project team (which takes up several pages of computer 

print-out) during the course of the recording. Although the interview is highly structured, the skill of the Project's three 

interviewers enables them to be flexible enough to adapt to the items raised by the respondent, to ask the questions relevant 

to the woman's circumstances, and to 'follow-up' any valuable reminiscences which may not fit into the exact format of the 

prepared questions. 

 

The Archive already contains memories from women with a wide variety of occupational experience. There are women 

who were pithead workers in the coal industry, textile workers of various kinds, domestic and hotel servants, nurses, 

teachers, workers in glass bottling plants and rubber-bottle manufacture. Their memories of leisure pastimes also reflect 

social variety. The following passage gives a hint of the social structure of sport in Stirling in the early decades of this 

century: 

 

'There used to be dances up in the Golden Lion, but we didnae go that much. Most of the things we went to were 'churchy' 

things. And we played tennis Wednesday afternoon on the public courts. Oh! they were packed. You had to wait for ages to 

get a court at that time in the King's Park; they weren't long open, you see. There were private courts up at Livilands and 

the Riverside, but when they opened the public courts, what a difference it made to the young folk.' 

 

The current state of knowledge concerning women's leisure activities before the Second World War is extremely thin, and 

extracts such as this are important sources of information which can assist in historical research. 

 

Interviews last from three quarters of an hour to as long as three hours, and are conducted in the respondent's home. 

Interviewers try to keep the atmosphere as informal as possible, and to cause mininium upset to domestic routine (although 

dogs, chiming clocks and budgerigars are better removed during recording!). Each interviewer uses a Sony Walkman 

Professional stereo cassette recorder and TDK tapes. Microphones are Sony ECM 155 electret tie-clip which are 

unobtrusive and minimise the formality of the occasion. 
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Transcribing 

 

The master metal tapes are copied onto ordinary TDK tapes for use in the office, while the master is stored unused to 

minimise damage. The tapes are fully transcribed onto an Apricot word processor and 3.5 inch floppy discs, and print-outs 

made on an Epson LX80 printer. Transcribers and interviewers work together on the transcripts, undertaking the long 

process of checking and re-checking. Care is taken to ensure that the meaning of the respondent is transferred to the written 

word, and difficult phrases and words precisely transcribed. 

 

It was hoped originally to transcribe dialect completely, but this has proved impossible. The major inhibiting factor is that 

when respondents are sent a copy of the transcript so that they might have the final veto over its storage in the Archive, a 

large percentage object to the use of dialect words. As a result, only a proportion of dialect words - like 'Aye' and 'lassies' - 

are transcribed. 

 

Indexing 

 

The tapes and transcripts are given catalogue numbers which substitute for the names of the respondents; in this way, 

complete anonymity is assured. A subject index is prepared for all the transcripts, and will be made available to inquirers. 

A copy of the transcript is sent to the respondent, and they are asked to return a consent form giving permission for the 

deposit of tapes in the Smith Museum, and for their public use in research, exhibitions and publications. Researchers will 

also be able to call up material on micro-computer via the floppy discs. 

 

PHASE TWO 

 

The Project hopes to be extended for a second year from December 1987. The second phase is planned to involve the 

interpretation of the material collected. Educational packs, booklets, edited tapes, volumes of extracts and exhibitions are 

amongst the proposals. Despite this work, the Archive offers a wealth of material for the researcher to use, and the team's 

own interpretive work will only constitute an entrée. A number of academics have already started to use the Archive, the 

largest such collection in Scotland devoted to women's memories. 

 

Reference 

Thompson, Paul 1978. The Voice of the Past. OUP. 272pp. 
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A. I was born at Felling-on-Tyne in 1894 and I have a very clear memory of the hundred years which 
followed. The first big event was the death of Queen Victoria in 1901,and the whole nation went into 
mourning for the Queen. And I was six but I had a broad, black ribbon round my straw hat and I went 
with my mother to a memorial service for the Queen. Next year was the crowning of Edward VII and we 
were staying at Alnwick in Northumberland at the time and the Duke of Northumberland gave the 
Alnwick children a party in the grounds of Alnwick Castle. My mother was very reserved, but she was 
very loyal, and she went to the castle office to ask if her children could join in and could come to the 
castle for his party. And my two brothers, just a little older than myself, and I, went to the party, and my 
black ribbon was removed from my big, straw hat, and the red, white and blue ribbon put round. And a 
red white and blue broad sash across my chest and I marched with the Alnwick children to the castle 
party. Now, Edward VII and his Queen, Alexandra had come to Newcastle to open the Royal Victoria 
Infirmary. And in those days, if you were on a royal route, you paid for the window seat. My father paid 
two guineas for the seat for my mother and I, <..pause..> in the window of the YMCA building in Blackford 
Street. And of course always the tops of the carriages in the procession. And then my mother hurried 
me to the Central Station to see them depart and they had to get the train back to Alnwick. It seems 
strange, but no motor cars, so they had to get the train and the Duchess of Northumberland was 
gorgeous in a heavy, cream satin and a cream hat with plumes to match. And in contrast was Queen 
Alexandra, a very slight figure in a perfectly plain, black, tailor-made costume, for she evidently was in 
mourning. I have recorded that we came down from ****** to Felling Square. Felling was on a hillside. A 
very steep hillside, running down from Sheriff Hill, to the Tyne. In the middle, about a mile down was 
Felling Square, the centre of interesting activities. In The Square was a long, drinking trough for the 
horses. And then, five other roads, residential mostly, and down to the Tyne. The one that interests me 
of course, is the High Street, because my father, owned the six shops and houses at the top of High 
Street, and our home was over the two shops and we had plenty room behind. And a small field which 
was called The Garth. Over the shops was the long sitting room which in the Victorian years was called 
the drawing room. Well, we had the Victorian name, the drawing room. (laughing) That's out of fashion 
now. The drawing room stretched right above the two shops, and it was always very well decorated, it 
seemed to be always in pale pink. And we had that because we had both the wallpaper and the men to 
do the painting. And the piano was at the north side of the fire place. There was one bedroom off, 
'cause of course that was unavoidable: having to go through our rooms. There was one bedroom off 
and then, from the top of the stair, there was three bedrooms you passed through. No bathroom, 
because bathrooms hadn't come in then, and so there was no hot water tap, but we had a geyser, and 
like, and the toilet was put in later. 

 

Q. Did you have a maid at all? 

A. Oh well of course my mother never needed to do manual work. When we were little we had two [maids]. 
Oh yes we had a lot of, <..pause..> and the washing went out. We had this big clothes basket, you know, 
a huge clothes basket and all the dirty clothes were put in a table cloth or sheet, and tied, and then she 
had a spring balance, to hook on. So you paid by the weight; so much a stone, and it came back ironed 
and ready for drawers. 

 

Q. Did you go to the laundry in the village? 

A. Yes. And the woman that did it was the cleaner, Mrs. Bell. With all that, the room behind the chemist's 
shop was the very big living room, with the table there, the big table. My father was a great one; he 
would be altering, so he put a corner, in the corner of the room, he built a little hot house thing. And he 
was always doing things. Now he was a good father, and a business man. All his thought was making 
business a success. And he used to tell his son, "Now, if you don't make it pay, I mean some profit, 
you're out on the street. There's no help for you." And so, the great thing was to make a business pay. 
And of course there was no government at all. So he put this little, <..pause..> which made a nice light 
coming in, into the room, and my mother was, she was wonderful, <..pause..> with a, <..pause..> when, she 
was a busy mother, not strong, <..pause..> five children, but always the birthdays were celebrated. She 
always made a special tea for our birthdays. And then, she had a widowed sister who wasn't well off, 
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and she came every fortnight from Newcastle and I called her Auntie Lizzie. And she baked the whole 
day, baked all our bread, 'cause we had an old kitchen range. And of course coal was cheap, but not 
only that, you had to stoke your fire, a big fire, 'cause the heat had to go under the oven. And the smell 
of that kitchen's still with me, 'cause the loaves of bread, you know the tins, that had the dough in, for 
rising. And every, well twice a week, a man came round in a horse and trap with the yeast. You bought 
the yeast, live yeast, you see. Would it come from, <..pause..> I don't know the yeast, <..pause..> well then, 
so you had the yeast 'cause there were the rolls. And then, after a days work, well she made tea cakes, 
the size of a dinner plate. She put currants in, (laughing) and then little rock buns or ginger buns. And 
then a days work finished with washing my hair. I had thick, brown hair, long, and then you sat, no 
electric driers, you sat in front of the fire with dry towels, rubbed and rubbed. You weren't allowed to go 
to bed until your hair was quite dry. I was at school in those days. Anyway, I was a dodger. I didn't like 
work. 

 

Q. Did you not? (laughing) 

A. And my eldest sister was a cook and a general xxxxxx and I can hear mother saying, "Where is she 
now? She's out on the swing. You mustn't spoil her, Nance, she must learn to work. She might have to 
work some day." (laughing) And my father was all for business. Mother was for the Arts. She sent, well 
my brother was a violinist, the sister went for singing lessons, and, <..pause..> just for home, not for 
public. And Tom, the elder brother, piano. Stuart, the violin, Nelly the second sister; Nelly was an artist, 
and a gifted artist. There was no, <..pause..> my mother was Presbyterian at Walker-on-Tyne, but there 
was no Presbyterian in Felling, so there was congregational, which was just a form of non-conformist, 
so I went there. And I could not hold all the children that wanted to come in. Poor little things. And they 
had a vestry at the back and I had to take dusters and dust it, 'cause there was no cleaner, and these 
other little urchins used to crowd in the door and all come in. And, you know, what a happy gathering it 
was. We were great singers: ‘Jesus Bids Us Shine' and ‘When He Cometh, When He Cometh’, and the 
orphans here with little chairs and the Plasticine and all that, who had nothing. And yet, oh it was very 
happy, oh it was happy. But oh, there was a lot of poverty. And so, I started my Sunday School work 
and I received this very nice Bible with all notes and helps when I was twelve, for my Sunday School 
work. And when I went out with the pony and trap, my mother took charge of Ginny. She took the whip 
from my father, because Ginny hadn't to have the whip. And she'd say, "Oh, father." Of course there 
wasn't a nice growth of grass on it that you had in the country, and because it was still pretty city. "Oh 
father, there's a nice patch of grass. Stop and let Ginny have a feed." So we all stopped, and Ginny had 
a good feed at the nice grass. And yes, we had time to stand and stare. But there's nowhere seems to 
have time for that now. My father, he didn't believe in anything but property, working class property, 
'cause property suggests rich capital, but this was working class and it helped the people. Well, he had 
served his time as a young man and he became a master painter with about a dozen workmen. And he 
had wallpaper stores, and I think the prices are interesting, because a pound tin of paint was four pence 
ha'penny. Just put a 'd' after it, because it's the old money, was four pence ha'penny. Then, he had 
racks and racks of wallpapers, and every now and then, he had a sale, and the wallpapers, the patterns 
that were left, they were rolled up with the pattern on the outside and they sold for four pence ha'penny. 
And then they were all shown in the long shop window. And that helped people, you see. They would 
see a bundle of three or four, and they would think "Oh, that'll do for the bedroom." And so, there was 
quite a rush on the sale. So there was a big sign above, [the shop] the old type of glass sign, that I don't 
think the workmen could do today, the foreman was very good, you know, on glass, and then it was 
framed. So there was 'Sisterson' above the paper shop, we called it ‘The Paper Shop’. Now his father 
was a herbalist. And he was very good with herbs, at medicines. One of the special ones was 
Dandelion Pills. Dandelion, from the plant, all from plants, all indigestion pills. And I used to, I would be 
a girl about thirteen or so, and I used to be able to make those pills. We began with pestle and mortar, 
plenty Gregory Powder. (laughing) And then there was a board, about the size of that table, and when 
you had got your mixture, you rolled it out like a baking, and then at the end was grooves, deep 
grooves, and you rolled the paste on it into little pill size. And then with another, I don't know what, you 
rolled it into a ball, and we called them ‘Grandpa's Pills’. And they were wonderful. When he had had a 
Christmas dinner, or he had eaten far too much, he used to come round and put two indigestion pills in 
front of you. I must have brought a good stock when I came in here, no not in here, but in Bridge of 
Allan when I married there. Because, in the Second World War when the Polish soldiers were here, 
they used to come to me and say,  "Have you any of Grandpa's Pills left?" (laughing) 'cause they had 
bad indigestion. And they were very good. Now he became very well known for his gift of healing. This 
man came in for a thru'penny jar of Foster Paste. Which was rat poison. You haven't heard of it? No. 
Foster Paste. And so, she was terribly, very frightened when a policeman came in and he said, "Did you 
sell that to somebody?" She said, "Yes.” He says, "Well, he went into the garden at the back and took it 
and he's dying." And so, attempted suicide, it was cruel. And so, he recovered. But he had to go to 
Durham. So Nelly, my sister, had to go as a witness. She was scared. And father went with her. And the 
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policeman whispered to her, "I wish you'd sold him a sixpenny jar and you'd have saved us all this 
trouble.” (laughing) Well he recovered, and so that was it. It became so big, the demand for my 
Grandfather's remedies, that it put it into Potter & Clerk of London. They were good at that. But at the 
turn of the century, the Americans came in with their pills and their capsules, and it killed our herb trade. 
And in his obituary, when they were paying a tribute to him, they had ‘No family's well stocked medicine 
cupboard would be without Sisterson's remedies’. He had a cough bottle, he called it 'Marmagiliad’ and 
he had several, 'cause he had this gift of healing. I think I've mentioned about my brother. It was a 
herbal store, it wasn't a qualified chemists. So we were very delighted when this elder brother qualified. 
He qualified at twenty-one as a qualified chemist. And my father took him down to London, and they 
bought very handsome mahogany fixtures for a chemist's shop. And all the drawers had little glass 
labels with the name behind of what it was. And so then, he was a qualified chemist. So after he was 
forty, he qualified as an optician. So an optical room was added. And I used to go in to that room and 
enjoy myself amongst the drawer of spectacles, and try them on, and see which ones I would like, and 
then there was other two shops. Felling was on a hillside, sloping from the top of Sheriff Hill, right down 
to the River Tyne and almost two miles, <..pause..> And in the middle of this long bank was The Square 
was a long drinking trough for the horses. Now from The Square, there were about five roads went out, 
left, right and down. And the High Street was the one where I lived. We had an epidemic of smallpox. 
And I don't know what my father's views were but he wouldn't, he didn't believe in this mass vaccination. 
And so we weren't vaccinated and you know, they had only one, small fever hospital and the horse-
drawn van was to take them away, the victims. And all the children laughed, it was a novelty, fancy, 
smallpox, crowds of children. And I knew a man who had pox. I always remember he was all poxed so 
that it left it's mark. 

 

Q. Was there a lot of poverty in the village? 

A. Drinking. Drink. So I think I mentioned General Booth. He came. I was as near to his car as I am here, 
and his fight was against drink, because they pawned. And if they didn't pawn they'd, <..pause..> their 
mothers pawned; took their clothes and spent it on drink. One little boy that I was very fond of, in the 
snow and cold, his whole shoulder was bare. Three times I bought him a new woolly cardigan. She 
pawned them every time for drink. I know and I would come up from Felling Station, up the hill on a 
winter night, there would be a cluster of children sitting on the step of a public house, waiting for a 
mother to come out, and it made, <..pause..> it formed a feeling in you, which of course, I never saw up in 
Bridge of Allan, but, <..pause..> oh there couldn't be, they couldn't be like that, 'cause they put the clothes 
into the pawn shop. Three Golden Balls, you know, so they say, it's gone now. 

 

Q. Was there a pawn shop in Felling? 

A. Two. Two. And at Gateshead-on-Tyne, I counted them. It was a long road, <..pause..? twenty four 
public houses. The word 'pubs' belongs to the south of England. xxxxxx public houses, but then they 
had names too: 'The Shakespeare' and 'The White Swan', 'The Jubilee'. They'd all got names, 'The 
Bluebell'. A lot of unemployment. And when the snows came, [they were] immediately at your door 
asking, “Can I sweep your steps?” And so my mother was very firm, so nothing could flap her and she 
used to help them. After every evening, after our supper, 'cause we had a good, hot supper about seven 
or eight or so. I was sent with food to one very poor lady with a paralysed mother in bed, a four poster 
bed, all hanging with curtains around and also, I used to run with sticks for her fire. Because our men 
would chop up boxes and I ran with sticks. And she was the best, although she was poor, you know, 
she didn't have handkerchieves and no pay packets, you see, so these cotton bags that you got 
oatmeal in or flour, not flour, you know, little sort of muslin bags. She used to wash them and sew them, 
and that was a handkerchief. And then, mother sent me just to give her an excuse, 'cause she wouldn't 
take a penny. So she used to pay me for lessons 'How to knit a sock'. And I can still do this the old 
fashioned way, you know. And there's a voice from the bed, "Mary, she's not got her wool right." You 
know, you had to pick up your wool and quick and I couldn't. But, back to the coal, wonderful coal from 
the mine at the top of the hill, fuel coal. One pound and twenty shillings for a ton; not in bags. It was just 
brought in a cart and put out. But there was plenty of unemployed men always around and they put it 
into the coal house and then scrubbed the yard after. And when you came out the Felling Station there 
would be half a dozen youths waiting to carry your bags. Anything for a few coppers. But oh, we're back 
to poverty, yes. Of course, at the same time, there was a wonderful neighbourliness. That's Miss 
Cummings. She'd say, "Jeannie, Jeannie came down and cleaned my windows." And every morning 
Mary or somebody washed my step. They were all helping. Then mother would send over a jug of soup 
or something. There was a nice neighbourliness. One thing that was bad, when a mother, when a boy, 
a lot of truancy from the schools and they called them, the man, the school-board man. And he used to 
go around chasing into school. And of course canes were very freely used or leather straps, and of 
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course if he hadn't been at school, you got a good thrashing. And that made him worse. He would go 
back and so Hanna, Jackie’s mother, because Jackie wasn't at school, they took her to prison. 

 

Q. Really? 

A. Well, they would have. I don't know if there was a father but there was, oh a mother, 'cause Hanna was 
one of the helpers, and oh mother was in an awful state, 'cause it was cruel. And they gave her hard 
labour. They gave her hard labour. 

 

Q. How long was she in prison, do you know? 

A. A month. And Jackie wasn't a bad lad. But it was the wrong method with him. Oh yes, it was, from the 
Square, there was terraced houses, and also about half a dozen mansion houses. That was all in High 
Felling and the school was in High Felling. And mother believed in a primary education, you know, from 
the village school, and then spend your money later on further education. And so we all went to start at 
the High Felling Board School, you called it. And it was an excellent education. High Felling School was 
excellent . We were all turned out as good writers. There was a flower show and there was a 
competition for hand writing. And I used to go in, and I got a prize, and also, we got hammered into us 
grammar. The headmaster, a funny old man, oh well, perhaps he wasn't so old. We called him 'Tin 
Whiskers' and he used to come in and break into our lesson and give us a good grammar, you know: 
‘The man walked down the street’, ‘The tall man walked down the street’, ‘The tall man walked down the 
street quickly’. And all the different parts of speech. Oh, we got grammar. And also we had hand writing, 
grammar, and we were all good singers who could take down sol-fa. He would give us out a piece of 
paper. The headmaster's son was the next teacher. For years we had him. And he used to say "Now, 
three beats in the bar." And he used to dictate us sol-fa. And then he'd say, "Now we'll try to sing that." 
And we had a repertoire of all the songs. And then there were, <..pause..> the early days were slates. 
Slates and slate pencils. It was a big lift up when you got a pen and ink. We never had biros, they would 
have been a godsend, but there were no biros. And when we were getting stupid with arithmetic, "Put 
your pencils down!" He was smiling then. He had no piano, but he had a tuning fork: "Hail, smiling on, 
smiling on, <..pause..> Hail, <..pause..>" "Pick up your pencils and finish that sum!" (laughing) So, I could 
sing. So, a good sing put us in good form when we were getting worried. So it was. And at the school, 
the distinguished pupil was later Sir Godfrey Thomson, principal of Murray House Training College and 
the Chair of Education at Edinburgh University. Now he, after we left High Street the business part. We 
went up the hill in a residential part. And l used to see him often. 

 

Q. Which school did you go to after the primary school? 

A. Well that was a tussle because my father, his, his daughters were at home and he was determined I 
would be a teacher. And oh, all the tears I shed, and for that I had to go to Jarrow Secondary School. 
That was a new school and very well equipped, and my chief subject was English and Botany. We had 
botany books interweaved with drawing and we had to not only write about the plants, but we had to 
draw them. And this was the city of course, so to learn our trees, we had to take the train to Newcastle 
and go to one of the city parks and learn the names of all the trees, so I was shocked when I came to 
Bridge of Allan and I had all this beautiful countryside and I didn't know the names of the trees, or the 
flowers. We had a very good four years, the last two years of Botany with Histology, plant life. The boys 
had Chemistry and Science. And of course, just one girl later took up Chemistry. It wasn't the done thing 
then. Botany and English were. And now the elections were the greatest excitement. And everybody 
seemed to take part. There was about six candidates and the MP for years was Sir Charles Mark 
Palmer because at Jarrow, Palmer's shipyard was the source of all the employment. And when they 
failed it was starvation for the residents, and that's about 1928. That's when you had the hunger march 
to London by honest workers. Well, Sir Charles Mark Palmer was of course, a strong Tory, and his 
supporters had bright red rosettes worn. And the Liberals had blue. And then the Labour Party were just 
peeping out, and they had white rosettes. But they were rather hush hush, you know. You sort of 
whispered, “He's Labour." You know, it wasn't accepted perhaps. 

 

Q. It wasn't the done thing? 

A. No. Now, also there was an Irish candidate with the bright green. The Roman Catholics were very 
strong in Felling and this was their candidate. Also, an interesting one in the Square was Mrs. 
Pankhurst, the mother of the family, a little lady in black. Now, my brother and I were coming from 
school, I was about eight, he would be ten, when Mrs. Pankhurst held up a button, the size of a half 
penny. A white button and on it was printed in black ‘Votes for Women’, I'm afraid I lost mine. But his is 
still in some person's keeping. Her daughter was Sylvia Pankhurst. And so now there was no platforms 
put up for the speakers, but a horse-drawn lorry came along and drove the lorry, and then the horse 
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was taken away and that was the platform and on this occasion I'm thinking of, the lorry came, the 
horse was taken away, and this Suffragette, I think it was Mary Gorthorn, she jumped on the platform. 
And if women can talk, (laughing) she talked! Over an hour solid. And standing around were the 
Liberals waiting for a meeting. Then of course I can imagine they were all swearing at her, but she 
never stopped for an hour our two. She went on and on and so the poor Liberals never got their 
meeting. 

 

Q. Was there such support for the Suffragettes in the village? Or were people hostile to the Suffragettes? 

A. Yes. My mother thought they were shocking 'cause they tied themselves to the railings, you know, and 
then, at a race meeting in the south, they threw themself in front of a horse and yes I thought they were 
very forward, you know, [not?] very feminine. And so they didn't make much headway. But the 
interesting thing was Mrs. Pankhurst, because you see she pinned my button in. And we had others, 
many in The Square, General William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army, an old gentleman with 
a long white beard. He arrived, and I was close to the platform. He had a cap on, his lapels over his 
ears, 'cause he was no coward, there wasn't a saloon car until about 1934 so that all motorists were in 
the open and the women had motor scarves and the goggles for their eyes. We had other interesting 
people, but those were the chief ones. 

 

Q. Did you understand what the badge stood for that you got from Mrs. Pankhurst? 

A. No, not very well. Not very well. No. They were just, <..pause..> and mother thought they were terrible. 
And then, there was a bit of feeling, now, perhaps I shouldn't put this in, about between the Roman 
Catholic School and the Protestant School. And so, on St Patrick's Day, the boys from the Roman 
Catholic School, they arrived up to the school I was at. And they were ready for a fight. And you had to 
say, "Green peas or barley" and if you said that: "Green peas", you were all right. But if you said 
"Barley", ooooh, they went mad. I don't think they went for the girls, but they went for the boys. So you 
said "Barley." Those are the candidates, but that was the chief one, and that was the memory of this. 
The poor Liberals never got a word in for this woman talking, talking. 

 

Q. Did you support the Suffragettes as you got older? 

A. I didn't, no. I didn't understand, no. 

 

Q. What about when you were older. Did you support them then? 

A. Yes because there was, why I thought the women should have the vote, there was an MP called Miss 
Eleanor Rothborne. She was an MP for Liverpool. Her father had been a great benefactor of Liverpool 
and an MP. So it was a very well-favoured name. Now, she got into Parliament. She would be one of 
the earliest MPs. And then her secretary was a very great friend of mine. And Miss Rothborne 
discovered that the children’s allowances were going to be paid to the fathers. Well, I think she didn't 
agree because the father could keep it, and the mother who was feeding and clothing the children, she, 
she would never touch it. Miss Rothborne gave her secretary sheets of protest sheets. And I was given 
one. No, I was given several, because I used to go round to these women's meetings. The point was, I 
knew them where I could go. And I went for sheets of women's signatures to protest that child 
allowances should be paid to the mother. Now, I sent in, oh I think about a hundred? Well it got so 
many, that Miss Rothborne, now that was a woman MP, got it changed. Otherwise, without any effort by 
the women the fathers would have been paid the child allowances, and so that was a good thing. And 
that was my contact. I never saw her, but I heard about her. She was a well known name. Miss Eleanor 
Rothborne. I went to, 1914 to 1916, to Darlington Training College. But they were very unhappy years, 
because the war was on and every morning one of the girls was receiving word of a fiancé or a brother 
that had been killed. It was the Somme Massacre. It was a massacre. These lovely young men were 
worn down. My fiancé, we were all ready for marriage when he got leave. He was a theological student 
at Durham University, St. xxxxxx. And now those new men, if they'd been spared, would have been the 
ideal leaders of the country. So the country's never recovered what they lost. The cream of the country 
was murdered. That was the First World War. And also, we were very hungry because they hadn't the 
food and my sister used to send me a food parcel, I think every week, or every fortnight, and another 
food parcel to my brother who was in the trenches. 

 

Q. It seems ironic that she was sending food parcels to you at the training college? 

A. Oh, they didn't feed us, for they hadn't it. They hadn't it. 
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Q. What were you actually doing at the training college, what type of things? 

A. English was my, <..pause..> Advanced English I did, and xxxxxx Botany. We used to have Botany 
rambles. And I walked right up a hill to find the plant that eats flies. Insectivorous plant. And we found it. 
Two of us, the headmistress, she had very long legs, and I were set on Sundew and Butterwort. 
Sundew had little red tentacles. It xxxxxx grasped the fly. Butterwort had a sticky substance the fly stuck 
to. And in that same year I was in London and I saw the pitcher plant in Kew Gardens. That was, I think 
there's just the insectivorous plants. 

 

Q. Was it a very strict regime at the college? 

A. Oh it was cruel because I was engaged and they wouldn't let me out. Oh it was cruel. And I wasn't very 
well. Coming from church one Sunday night, I fainted in the street, and there was a Scottish Regiment; 
Kilties. And these two Kilties carried me, I suppose, I think they got a vehicle. Somebody else paid for 
the vehicle, and the cabby took me up but up but, oh, they just shut the door on them. The next day it 
was very kind of them, they came up to the college and asked how I was, but I never saw them. They 
were men: Oh no, oh dear; men. And they never let me see them. Also, the enemy planes were 
overhead and before you went to bed at night you had to put on your outdoor shoes and get two 
blankets and go down to the cellars. And it seemed to be that we were constantly in the cellars all night. 
But you had blankets round you and you had strong shoes on. I think one xxxxxx. I wasn't sure about 
dinner. Oh it was a very hungry time. And you had, you had a, <..pause..> there was no, <..pause..> 
student’s grants and you depended on a postal order from home. 

 

Q. That must've been hard? 

A. And on a Sunday afternoon we were free. And my friend and I, and we were longing to go into a cafe, 
but we hadn't the money. So then, I qualified, there was a Board of Education and, however, I 
thoroughly disliked it. When my fiancé was in his room in the university, my, we had been to a wedding 
in Durham, and mother took me to his room, and I think of the song 'And Her Mother Came Too'. 
(laughing) You weren't allowed to go alone into a student's room without a chaperone. 

 

Q. You didn't like teaching? 

A. No. Of course I was fond of children and I had all the Sunday School work and children. But it was 
harsh. Oh, and the cane. Oh talk about thrashing, of the cane. And so, when a cousin of mine who was 
married to a headmaster, a French headmaster, near St Malo in France, when she sent word, would I 
like to go to France to be a companion to this war widow, our friend, and talk in English to her small boy 
who had grasped it. So I went to France in 1919. And on my passport it had endorsed 'Not for the war 
zone’. And a relative of the lady I was going to, a business gentleman in Paris, he was exceedingly kind 
and he took me to Versailles. And it was two days after peace was signed. And into the La Salle des 
Glasses. The Hall of Mirrors. And in the grounds was notices xxxxxx for the German men who would 
come over to sign the peace. They were just allowed to walk in the gardens, in a certain area. I have a 
photograph. Oh I must go back to the Arc de Triomphe in Paris. You know the Arc de Triomphe? It was 
built to celebrate French victories. And so, when the French lost in 1870, they wouldn't let the enemy 
pass on their victory march. And so they put chains round the Arc de Triomphe. You might have seen 
that. And all those years the chains were round and on the xxxxxx. 1919 was a great peace day. And 
the chains were taken off and the victorious armies swept through the Arc de Triomphe. I was at Tours, 
that's where I was living, and I was in the street where the march was taking place. And that photograph 
is in an album that I gave to one of the family. And I wish I had it because I'm very clear on that. 

 

A. Did you enjoy living in France? 

A. Yes, except, it sounds very proud, but the boys liked me too much. (laughing) This is 1919 that killed 
people and this lady I was with in France, her husband and his brother, two big, strapping men, had 
gone right through the war, at the xxxxxx Ridge and then died of influenza. It was very sad. Now at that 
time, <..pause..> on the coast of, the west coast, there was a little fishing village called Sxxxxx. It was just 
a fishing village, and when the Americans came into the War they opened it up and it became a huge 
port for landing all the men and the equipment, war equipment, and it came up the Loire and xxxxxx 
where I was, was a headquarters, so I saw a lot of the American men and also the, I was photographed 
with one, which I have. And quatorze Juillet 1919 was a great day because when the French lost in 
1870 the victorious armies swept through the Arc de Triomphe in Paris. Before that, the French were so 
humiliated after they lost in the 1870 War that they put chains round the Arc de Triomph and then, all 
those years that you couldn't go through the Arc de Triomph, it was chains round, but on the 14th of 
July, quatorze Juillet 1919, The National Day, the chains were taken off and the victorious allied armies 
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swept through the Arc de Triomphe. I was in Tours at the time, and I have a photograph of myself 
beside some of the victorious men. I was going to say that on the west coast, no the east coast, when I 
saw the Loire, that was the river I was on. Tours on the Loire. At the mouth was a quiet little fishing 
village, St. Moselle. But when the Americans came in, it became a great, busy port, because they used 
it for landing the troops and machinery, everything. And there's one story maybe, I don't know if it was 
just correct, but an ATS girl was sent to bring this American officer up and he said to her "You are three 
minutes late." She said, "Yes Sir, but don't forget you're three years late.” 

 

Q. Good for her! (laughing) 

A. And they came up the Loire and Tours was the headquarters. So when I went out there was these 
soldiers about, you know. Father had what he called xxxxxx, they were like the people I lived with. One 
of his tasks was to come to London as a judge. A judge of fruits, and they had one son, Henry. And they 
wanted Henry to get married and he winked at me and he said, "I think I'll have to get an English one." 
because mother used to sit at the table. Mother used to say "She must be intelligent and industrious, a 
good worker. And serious, no flippancy." (laughing) That's what Henry, <..pause..> 

 

Q. How long did you stay in France? 

A. Six months. I had lost in the First World War. And marriage, the thought of marriage, had gone. Then, 
<..pause..> a very well known Bridge of Allan gentleman met me and we were married in 1920. And I 
never came to Scotland ‘til I was married. I came to Bridge of Allan and was charmed with the beauty of 
nature after living in an industrial area. My favourite subject in those earlier days at school was Botany 
and so I knew the plants and trees although we had to learn the names of the trees. We had to take a 
train to Newcastle Town Park, to learn the names of the trees, and then we had botany rambles into the 
country by train. So it was very wonderful to see, to come into this beautiful area. 

 

Q. Where did you live in Bridge of Allan? 

A. In the Main Road. Our home was in the Main Road, opposite the smaller woods and my only recreation 
and pleasure was walking. And so I just had to cross the road and I was into the smaller woods. And 
then through them into another, across the road, then into the big woods that led right up to the golf 
course. And time permitting, I went through them onto the Sheriffmuir Road. There were visitors from 
the USA who came to my door to ask about the paths in the woods. And so I drew a map for them, a 
map of all the paths and named them. The map was copied, and I hope I still have a copy of that map. 
So I loved Bridge of Allan, and it has been a great heartbreak to me to see successive owners of the 
Airthrey Estate, gradually massacre the beauties of the estate. There used to be a live row of beautiful 
and mature chestnut trees along the north side of the field behind Westerton House. They were cut 
down. I presume the owner of that field wanted the money. And then, another heartbreak was when I 
saw a man with a pot of red paint, painting circles round some of the young, beautiful trees. It was just 
like a sentence of execution. Evidently they proposed to sell them. That brought things to a head 
because in the Coronation year 1953, a very good town council which we lost, bought the Westerton 
Woods and they put up, high up, so that the vandals would never manage to deface it. It's very high. 
Still there today I presume, to see these woods were purchased for a bird sanctuary, and a pleasant 
[place] for the residents to walk in. 

 

Q. What can you remember about the early days in Bridge of Allan? 

A. In the early days it was a beauty of nature. That was my impression. 

 

Q. That was your first impression of Bridge of Allan? 

A. Yes, a beauty of nature, <..pause..> and love, 'cause I had heard about Bridge of Allan. It was called the 
Queen of Scotland’s Spas. And I heard about it in the North of England. And so, my appreciation for 
coming to such a beautiful place. So the desecration of, a massacre of the woods was halted for the 
time being. 

 

Q. Did you teach at all in Bridge of Allan? 

A. No. 

 

Q. No you didn't? 

A. No. I went, <..pause..> oh no, that was before I came. 
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Q. Uh-huh, so you'd given up teaching by then? 

A. I just did two years and disliked it. Then I went to France. 

 

Q. Yes, I think you told me. So you were married by the time you came to Bridge of Allan? 

A. No because I was on the point of marriage when the terrible massacre on the Somme took place, and 
this Harold was killed, like thousands more of Durham University students who were the cream of the 
country; who were potential leaders. So Britain has suffered the loss of these fine men. So my marriage, 
the thought of marriage was quite out of my life. For thousands of other women, the sunshine and 
happiness had gone out with that First World War. However, after many years, 1920, I met my later 
husband, now deceased. He was an antiquarian, a fellow of the Society of Antiquarians of Scotland, 
and we had so much in common that we were very happy. 

 

Q. Was he from Bridge of Allan? 

A. Three old x [whole??] generations. And his people also had a liking of history because they had kept 
notes and diaries. He had notes and all the material from about two hundred years in the district, right 
back to the scattering of the clans, because he came from Mull and he found an occupation at Keir. And 
he was killed by the kick of a horse in front of Keir House when he was forty. A widow was left with eight 
children and all of them had done awfully well. I had abundant material for when I wrote my history book 
of Bridge of Allan to commemorate the centenary of the borough. First the village, then after the 
centenary it could be called a town. We have two sons and they have both inherited their father's 
pleasure in antiquarian research. However, after the natural delight in Bridge of Allan, the next thing 
which I have never encountered before was snobbishness. We had a big, very well known, public 
school, Stanley House. And also a rector of xxxxxx Cecilia's who had printed in their prospectus: ‘For 
the sons of gentlemen’. And I went very bright to the first Church Women's Meeting and I said, “Good 
afternoon." But it was one of these xxxxxx ladies and she just turned and snubbed me. "How dare you 
speak to me." You know. So I was flattened then. (laughing) And then there's still a good many [snobs]. 
Oh since then I've got hardened to being looked through. 

 

Q. So how did you fill your time in Bridge of Allan in those days? 

A. Well, I had a house to keep. 

 

Q. Was it a large house? 

A. Yes. No, no gadgets. All the old, <..pause..> no washing machines, no electricity. We didn't get electricity 
'til I think 1840. 1840's. [1940’s, 1948] And, I had always in my early days, run children’s meetings. So I 
began a children’s meeting, and I wanted it for all the children of all the different churches. And it was, 
we held it in the hall of a beautiful Charles Rennie MacIntosh church at the foot of the xxxxxx Road, 
called Trinity Church. Later on, when it was taken over by the Established Church, they added ‘Holy’. 
Holy Trinity Church. So, a picture of that beautiful church, a large photograph can be seen in the library 
on the right of the entrance to, <..pause..> I have a copy of it here. It's interesting because, three weeks 
after that royal visit, war broke out. And then we were all very occupied with war requisites. I think I've 
mentioned the police came and looked over your house and told you how many officers, x? you could 
take, and I took two. And then I, a girl's domestic training college came to a big mansion house, high up 
in Bridge of Allan, called Uplands. And I, they were from the Western Isles, Orkney, and they got their 
training in Domestic Science. But I met some of them in the woods and found they were very unhappy. 
Again, they were snubbed all round, like myself, and I invited them to join a girl's club meeting in my 
house. And I still have letters from them saying how homesick they were until they got my hospitality. 
And what, every Thursday night, what happy evenings. They sometimes lifted the dining room carpet for 
dancing. And rationing came in, in 1912. Very meagre. And so I didn't think I could manage the usual 
cup of tea and sugar. They were the two great needs. And one morning when I opened the front door 
there was a pound packet of tea on the doorstep I never knew who put it there. So that was an activity. 
Then these children, these girls at sixteen years of age were too young to be sent by good parents to 
the big world alone. But Uplands, the training centre, provided an umbrella of care 'cause they were 
cared for and many of them rose to secure very good posts. One girl, a pretty girl, went as cook to the 
school for choir boys of Westminster Abbey. She married a doctor and of course the trouble later was a 
group of girls attracted unpleasant boys. And we had that to combat with. But 80% did very well with 
their training. They come here; one comes here from far north east. And she brings all her family with 
her <..pause..> 
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Q. You were telling me about the girls from the domestic training? 

A. Yes, yes. And the children's meeting. 

 

Q. So you were very busy with all these activities? 

A. Very busy. Then, the Polish soldiers began to arrive. They were all homesick and very unhappy. So I 
started a Sunday evening sing-song. It's no use saying, "Will you sing? Will you sing?" because they 
would all say, "Oh no, oh no, I can't sing." But if you start, they get gradually interested and come in. 
And one of my girls typed popular soldier songs and I always could find a pianist amongst the British 
soldiers and that went on. And of course they used to come home with me at ten o'clock. To carry my 
music, was the excuse. Well, what could I do but invite them in? So there was another tea party. And 
after two years I wrote and said I couldn't keep up and the welfare officer of the Polish case and 
appealed to me. Because he said it meant so much. And also, the Queen Mother's sister, Lady ****** 
was the chairman of the YMCA Women's Committee. And she sent me a lovely letter. And I treasured it 
'cause it said, ‘You made the canteen such a homely place for these Polish exiles’. So that was busy. 
And the officers visited. And then we got Roberta. Oh what a works she was. (laughing) She wouldn't go 
to sleep and sobbed for her mother which made me cry with her. But the only one who, <..pause..> We 
had a nice little dog called 'Gaily' and she called my husband Gaily's Daddy. She wouldn't go to sleep 
unless Gaily's Daddy went to bed with her. And the poor man lay on top of the bed for many hours 'til 
Roberta went to sleep. 

 

Q. Was Roberta an evacuee? 

A. Her mother was brought to Airthrey Castle. That's when they started the maternity hospital. Thirteen 
pregnant women were brought from the Clydebank blitz. The planes went over Bridge of Allan. And 
these men were nearly crazy 'cause they knew their women were in that Clydebank. And so the great 
day came, when I took Roberta up to Airthrey Castle to collect her mother and the new baby. There 
must've been, we walked, we just walked in those days. You never thought of jumping on buses, if there 
were buses, I don't know. But then it was very gratifying. Years after, Mr. <..pause..> the father brought 
Roberta; a fine set of school girl, well dressed, to meet me after all those years. 

 

Q. That would be nice. 

A. That was. <..pause..> then Mrs. ****** on the continent the, <..pause..> Incidentally the Kaiser was 
occupying one European country after another. And Sir Edward Grey of Northumberland, the foreign 
secretary said, "I see the lights going out all over Europe and I doubt if they'll ever be relit in our time.” 
Well then, I think it was Anthony Eden, went over to try and make peace in a part of Germany called 
****** Sudetenland. the men were all ready to face up to Kaiser, not Hitler no, to face up to the enemy, 
when Anthony Eden came and told them to put down their weapons and make peace. And they were 
very upset, these Sudeten men. And the British Association was so distressed for them that they 
opened the ranks and allowed fifty to come into Britain. Mrs. John Forester Paton of Inglewood, Alloa, 
was the son of a very charming, kindly lady, was so moved by the plight of these men that she took a 
flat in Bridge of Allan, at the corner of Henderson Street and Graham Street and paid for it. And then 
she came to me and said would I look after these exiles. So that was another thing. And I gave them all 
the blankets I could spare and other essential utensils to start them in housekeeping. They were from 
Czechoslovakia and they saw that Russia was just about to take over, so they went out of 
Czechoslovakia, a Doctor Singer and his wife and daughter, a little girl Hanna. Then my son who was at 
the, well just finishing his schooling I think, when word came that a Czechoslovakian family wanted to, 
would invite a Scottish student. So Archie my son, he accepted and he set off for Czechoslovakia and 
the boy that they wanted him to help because they thought they wanted him out the country was called 
Joseph. And I wrote to the minister in Paris who was called the Tartan Pimpernel. He was imprisoned, 
harsh imprisonment, for helping to get British students out of the country, and so I sent very little money, 
oh it was nothing, to this Scottish minister and to help Joseph. Then, I got in touch with the Free 
Masons because Joseph had a letter to say he had relations, so they were very kind and got Joseph 
into America, so we never heard again. But he would be alright 'cause they would look after him. I'm 
sorry it's getting all mixed up, but it was a very busy time and tears, I didn't think I would have any tears 
left. They say that when you say goodbye it's a Scottish superstition you should never come back and 
say it again. And this young boy next door, he was barely eighteen when he was called up. Now he 
kissed his mother goodbye and then he came back so I followed him to the garden gate and he clung to 
me like a child, "I don't want to go. I don't want to go" and I said, "But Clement, you'll have to'. And I 
cried with him and saw him down the street. He wasn't three weeks in France when he was killed. He 
had never handled a gun. And, I have a picture of his grave. It was at the time the Germans were 
breaking through and so they pushed every man they could in to make a mock defence. 
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Q. Did you find a real difference living in Bridge of Allan to living in Felling? Was there a great difference in 
the community? 

A. Yes, yes. Even a kindliness. Yes. 

 

Q. You were telling me that there were pawn shops in Felling. Were there any pawn shops in Bridge of 
Allan? 

A. Oh no, oh no. (laughing) No, only one licensed grocer. No supermarkets in Bridge of Allan. Only owners 
of grocer’s shops and they were very valuable 'cause they were good citizens, who helped with the 
community; the church life, and all good causes, the tradesmen. But we had in Bridge of Allan a very 
prosperous well known bacon factory called Turnbull’s. Now Turnbull's, Mr. Turnbull the founder, a fine, 
handsome man, he's in the picture, the Provost, welcoming him while the Queen Mary and King George 
and Princess Mary xxxxxx. A handsome gentleman. His son and two nieces weren't allowed to join the 
tennis courts, to play on the tennis courts up the hill because their parents were connected with the 
tradesmen. 

 

Q. Was there much industry in Bridge of Allan? 

A. Yes. Pullar’s. But it didn't come until, <..pause..> Oh it had been there for, it was a mansion house 
converted for the bleaching and dyeing of cotton cloth. It was taken over by members of the Pullar 
family from Perth, and was very prosperous. The heads of each left half a million [pounds] in those 
days, about 1950, but they treated their workers very shabbily. 

 

Q. Did these workers live in Bridge of Allan? 

A. Yes. Some lived in Dunblane and on a snowy morning they had to come through, push their way 
through snow up to the waist, and they were shut out for the next quarter without pay because they 
were quarter of an hour late. 

 

Q. Even though they'd come through the snow? 

A. And my husband, the office staff, that's where my husband worked, the office staff was a company of 
very well-read gentlemen. I have a photograph somewhere, <..pause..> some for Burns and some for 
Shakepeare, one, Mr. Jackson of Stirling, he could scarcely get in his room, books from floor to ceiling, 
a great book lover. That was the kind of men that were treated so shabby. My husband was in charge of 
one department and he, when he worked to midnight at the stock taking, I gave him a thermos and a 
little food. He had no place but the lavatory to eat it. There was no rest room for the men and also there 
was a very dangerous xxxxxx. And there was no protection 'cause there was children around and one 
little girl fell in and was drowned. Now her brother became the minister of the church at Stirling. It was 
called the Peter Memorial but it's got another name where the clock tower is x?. Where the road divides. 
One goes up to the King's Park near the main road. Well the minister was a reverend Grant Anderson. 
He was one of the boys at my children's meetings. You never forget them. He was so kind. 

 

Q. So did you find that your days were filled in Bridge of Allan? 

A. Oh I don't know how I managed through now. (laughing) When this Mrs. Forester Paton, of course the 
poverty in the early life, there was still a lot of drinking and pawning. We didn't have electricity to after 
1940, we never had a motor car. 

 

Q. Did you have any domestic help in the house? 

A. Yes. They came and washed the clothes. 

 

Q. They actually came to your house? 

A. Yes. Because we had an outside wash-house. 

 

Q. Was that usual? I thought people usually sent their washing out? 

A. My mother did. But no, 'cause we had this wash-house and this Mrs. ****** had xxxxxx for six years. 
And she judged any good bride, good wife, according to the washing that they put out. And we were 
next to the police station and the policeman's wife put out clothes that were grey, (laughing) and oh she 
was very upset about that. Well, I had her for thirty five years. She was kind and it was in my mother's 
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day that it went out [the washing] but even when my son who's now over sixty, when he was born, the 
family wonderful needlework, christening robe was sent out to be done up by a laundress. Oh yes, there 
were several women who did washing in their homes. And last week we had an open day for the Darby 
and Joan Club and the little girl who brought the christening robe was now a grandma, and she came 
too and we laughed 'cause she would not give this, she was told she mustn't let anybody have it but me. 
And I was in bed so she came up to my bedroom with the washing basket and the gown laid in. We had 
her last week, a Mrs. ****** and well it was a busy time. I don't think I've got any sleep because these 
dreadful officers’ wives wanted an early morning bath before we were out of bed, So I had to get up 
early and stoke a coal fire to try and get some hot water for her bath and of course she never said thank 
you. They were the worst type of snobs. 

 

Q. Did you have a cook? 

A. Oh no. 

 

Q. You did all the cooking? 

A. I did all the cooking. And no, the only help Mrs. ****** for washing. And then I had odd ones come in. 
And there's a very nice one, she comes visiting here. They came in for a few hours you know. Oh I had 
help coming in a little but I was, <..pause..> the children's meeting was in this very beautiful, I mentioned 
it, Charles Rennie MacIntosh and, <..pause..> it was a sort of modern Band of Hope for all children of all 
the, <..pause..> well the minister of one church wanted it kept to his church but I said no. I want them from 
all the churches. And I was amused when Easter came round. One meeting was on a Good Friday and 
I dyed ninety-six eggs for these children. (laughing) Cochineal to make them pink, onion peelings for 
golden brown and there was one lady and she went home, she got an egg. She said, "I've never heard 
of a temperance meeting giving out eggs.” (laughing) And, well that was just by the way. And instead of 
calling it this and the other it was 'Mrs. MacLean's Meeting' and 'Mrs. MacLean's Girls.' And it's been 
very happy for me. Them all coming back, you know, "D'you remember me?" And this is my grandchild 
or something. They're all grown up by now, on the whole, <..pause..> I never forget. 
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1897 Office Girl, Shorthand Typist, Cashier; First Aid, Writing Ration Books and 
Typist for the Home Guard during The Second World War 

 
Interviewee Code X1 
Interview Conducted 2nd June 1987 
Interviewer Flora Thomson 
Transcribed by A. F. Turner 
 

Q. Can you tell me what year you were born? 

A. On 16th of April 1897. 

 

Q. And can you tell me where you were born? 

A. In Hamilton. 

 

Q. So how long did you live there for? 

A. About eight years. 1905 we came to Stirling. 

 

Q. And how many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. One sister and one brother. 

 

Q. And how old were your parents when you were born? Can you remember back? 

A. Well they'd be in their twenties because my father died in 1926, and my mother in 1948. My mother was 
seventy-four when she died, so that would be they'd be in their twenties, <..pause..> My mother would be 
about twenty when she married and my father was much about the same age. 

 

Q. And what was your father's job? 

A. An engine driver. 

 

Q. And did he have any other jobs before or after that? 

A. Yes, as a young boy he served his apprenticeship as a baker and he joined the railway after that. 

 

Q. And did your mother have a job before she was married? 

A. She was a dressmaker. 

 

Q. And did she work after she was married? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did they go regularly to church? 

A. Every Sunday. 

 

Q. And did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. <..pause..> Not in that sense. Father was more inclined to Labour, but not politics rather the Trade Union. 

 

Q. So was he involved in a lot of Trade Union activities then? 

A. He was the secretary, or treasurer or something for the union here. 

 

Q. You said your father voted Labour? 
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A. Yes. If he was in the Trade Union it would be Labour, and of course there were only two parties then. 

 

Q. And so what did your parents do in their spare time? 

A. My father was very interested in the St. Andrews Ambulance Brigade. But mother, she made all our 
clothes and things like that, she knitted and sewed. 

 

Q. Did she go to the Women's Guild or anything like that? 

A. During the First World War she went to the Guild and knitted for the soldiers. 

 

Q. And did your parents take part in any sports? 

A. <..pause..> My father was a bowler, that was about all, bowling. 

 

Q. So did he play bowls a lot? 

A. No, no, because it was irregular shifts and that, but he was interested and he had prizes and 
competitions. 

 

Q. And did your mother take part in bowling? 

A. No, no, she didn't take any outside sports. 

 

Q. And so what memories do you have of your parents’ house when you were wee or growing up? 

A. Well we were in James Street in '33. Upstairs, but nothing special. 

 

Q. How many rooms did it have? 

A. Two rooms upstairs. Well that was like a three apartment house to begin with, and they went into a two 
apartment before they came round here. 

 

Q. So did you have to share a bedroom then? 

A. Yes, my sister and I. <..pause..> In that case you had three for the bed here and one in the living room, 
you see I got it done away with. 

 

Q. And did you have a bathroom? 

A. No. It was just the old fashioned zinc bath that was shaped like an ordinary bath with the big, long, 
<..pause..> but you had to fill it and empty it. 

 

Q. And so what was the washing arrangements then? Did you all have specific times that you were to have 
a bath? 

A. Yes, all the time. 

 

Q. And would it be in front of the fire? 

A. No, there was a toilet there where there was room for the long bath, and we could have room for it in 
there. 

 

Q. So did your mother do all the housework? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So the washing wasn't sent out to anyone or anything like that? 

A. No, there was a wash-house down the back door. 

 

Q. And can you remember, did you each have a turn of going to the wash-house? 

A. Yes. Oh we had set days for washing and drying. The drying green was there and you had the wash-
house and the drying green on your day. 
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Q. And when you were small, did you used to go with your mum to the wash-house? 

A. Sometimes. (laughs) Not to help, no, no, we were a nuisance. 

 

Q. And do you remember if you did ‘Blueing’ at all? Did you use a blue substance for washing your 
clothes? 

A. Yes, there was a wee funny thing in a cloth, and it was dipped in with the clothes, yes. 

 

Q. And so did your mother mend and make the family's clothes? 

A. Yes, my sister's and mine. 

 

Q. So did you get many new clothes then? 

A. Oh we got our share of them. She made coats and everything for us as long as we were at school. She 
made everything for us. 

 

Q. And did you get many new shoes? 

A. Yes, that was the only thing that we were particular about. 

 

Q. And did your father help your mother with any of the jobs in the house? 

A. Not constantly. The only time I can remember him doing anything is New Year and Christmas he made 
the cake and shortbread because he had served his apprenticeship as a baker in his younger days. And 
he would make a steak pie occasionally, but that was all. 

 

Q. Did he do the decorating and repairs in the house? 

A. No, no, he never painted. 

 

Q. Did he used to tell you stories or take you out for walks? 

A. Yes, he used to take us out. 

 

Q. So did you have any jobs to do around the house when you were small? 

A. Only like, Friday night, cleaning the spoons and such like, regular, <..pause..> cleaning out the spoon 
drawer. 

 

Q. And did you go for messages? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And so did you continue to do these household chores after you left school? 

A. <..pause..> Well occasionally, not, it wasn't set down that l had to do them. 

 

Q. So can you remember what kind of meals you had when you were wee? 

A. Well we'd always have soup, potatoes and vegetable, <..pause..> and very often a milk pudding. 

 

Q. And did you have anything different on Sundays? 

A. Yes. It was the only day sometimes that we were all together, the only day for the week, and we always 
had something special on Sunday. Very often it was ham and egg. My mother made pancakes and 
scones. 

 

Q. And did your mother eat well? Did she let the family eat more than her and have less on her plate or did 
she eat the same? 

A. Sometimes, if she saw it was going to be short, yes, l must say that for her. 

 

Q. So where did your parents do their shopping then? 
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A. The Co-Operative in Friar Street. It would be the corner of Friar Street and Barnton Street, and there 
was butchers, grocers, shoe shop, hardware. They had all these shops on the one corner, that was 
where most of it was done. 

 

Q. So did you go shopping with your mother? 

A. Sometimes, yes. 

 

Q. And so can you remember what shops you used to go to in Stirling? 

A. <..pause..> There would be Gavin’s, and the Co-Operative in King Street sometimes they had a drapery 
there, <..pause..> And then there used to be an Atholl’s in Barnton Street like the type of shop that 
McAree’s is. It had everything, and the Fisher’s had the popular house at the foot of Princes Street, the 
corner there. I think that's all the main ones. 

 

Q. And did you walk there and back or did you have any transport? 

A. Oh we had to walk. 

 

Q. So where did your mother and father buy things like furniture and clothes? 

A. In Knowles’ in Barnton Street, and clothes, <..pause..> I can't remember. Latterly it was Mr. Hamilton the 
tailor of Horsborough and Hamilton, but I couldnae say where father went before that. <..pause..> Oh 
McCulloch and Young’s was a big shop yes, my mother used to go there, around from the Steeple, just 
between Baker Street and the Steeple, McCulloch and Young’s. 

 

Q. And was that a department store? 

A. Yes a big shop. You got hats and frocks and that sometimes afterwards. 

 

Q. And did you celebrate special occasions like birthdays and Christmas? 

A. Yes we did. 

 

Q. So can you tell me how you celebrated birthdays? Did you have a birthday cake and a party? 

A. No, just at home all together for the birthday and had a special tea. 

 

Q. And did you have presents? 

A. Yes, all the family's presents. 

 

Q. And at Christmas? What was it like at Christmas time? 

A. Well, also went away at Christmas and New Year time at my grandmother’s. Back to Hamilton among 
our friends there. 

 

Q. And did your parents ever play any games with you? 

A. Oh, Dominoes, Ludo, Snakes and Ladders and all these sort of things. 

 

Q. And did you have books to read at home? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What kind of books did you have? 

A. Like ‘Jane Eyre’, the ‘Channing’s’ books, you maybe don't know about. 

 

Q. And so did you belong to a library? 

A. Well I had a ticket for a library, but I didn't use it much. 

 

Q. So were you taken out to visit neighbours and friends and relations when you were a child? 
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A. Yes. Not so much neighbours, we were always sort of I'd say, kept to ourselves. We didn't go out and in 
our neighbour's houses or anything like that. But we had good friends and we visited them all. 

 

Q. So did you ever go on any holidays? 

A. Yes, we used to go to my grandmother’s. When I was at school we went to Granny’s, and as we came 
out of school we went straight to the station and usually were away for six weeks. 

 

Q. And did you do this regularly then? 

A. Regularly for as long as we were at school, and then my mother went to King’s Road occasionally for 
the washing and attending to clothes and things. And one outing we did go was from the Broomilaw to 
Rothesay, a sail from Broomilaw to Rothesay and then out to Ettrick Bay. That was a standard one with 
my grandmother. 

 

Q. And did lots of families used to go down the Clyde then? 

A. Oh yes, yes, lots of families. And another one with my mother was Loch Lomond, we went to Loch 
Lomond and that was like an annual day out, to Loch Lomond, to the top of the Loch. 

 

Q. And were there many people there as well? 

A. Yes, the boat was usually crowded. 

 

Q. So can you tell me how you spent Sundays when you were a child? Did you go to church? 

A. Yes, and Sunday School, and if it was nice weather we'd go perhaps out for a walk. 

 

Q. So can you remember going on Sunday School outings? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. And did you sing in the church? 

A. No, I'm not a singer. (laughs) I could recite, but I couldn't sing. 

 

Q. And can you remember ever going to any meetings of the Band of Hope? 

A. Yes, the Band of Hope. 

 

Q. And can you describe what it was like? 

A. There was always a few of us together and we were singing hymns, and prayers and somebody would 
read a recitation or something, but that's about all I can remember about it. 

 

Q. Was it held in a Hall? 

A. Yes, the Church Hall. 

 

Q. And so did you have different clothes to wear on a Sunday? 

A. Yes, our Sunday clothes were kept from Sunday to Sunday. 

 

Q. And was it a pretty dress that you had? 

A. Yes, we'd always a nice dress and a coat. 

 

Q. And were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. No, <..pause..> we said that when we were children, and then we would have family prayers. As children 
we said our prayers at night. 

 

Q. And would you say religion was important to you when you were young? 

A. Oh yes, there was, yes. We enjoyed going to church and Sunday School. 

 



 32 

Q. So as a child, did you play with your sisters and your neighbours? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And so what games did you play when you were young? 

A. Well, what we called Peevers, and is it another name now? And Rounders and we used to make up 
things to have a wee shop. 

 

Q. And what kind of toys did you have to play with? 

A. Dolls and prams, and some musical toys. 

 

Q. And so were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Well we heard about it! (laughs) But that didn't worry us. If we got dirty, we got dirty. 

 

Q. And did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. No, not much, no. The boys were too rough. (laughs) 

 

Q. And were you free to play games with anyone you liked or were you discouraged from playing with 
certain people? 

A. No, oh no, definitely no. 

 

Q. So how did you spend your free time after school and at week-ends? Did you have any hobbies? 

A. Well, I went to needlework class on a Saturday morning and knitting and embroidery. That would be all I 
think. 

 

Q. Did you go bicycling or walking? 

A. Went cycling. 

 

Q. So did you cycle round about Stirling? 

A. Round about, yes. 

 

Q. And did you go for walks? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Where did you go? 

A. Up the Gowan Hill, all round the Back Walk, and round about, and down to the Kerse Road other days, 
and we maybe walked to Bridge of Allan and up the side of the river to Dunblane, up the glen to 
Dunblane. 

 

Q. And did you collect things like scraps? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. You know, these ‘Angelic faces’ and flowers? 

A. Yes, and flowers and leaves, pressed leaves in books. 

 

Q. So you pressed flowers? 

A. Sometimes, some flowers. 

 

Q. And did you keep any pets when you were wee? 

A. Well we had one cat and it got poisoned with its milk, and mother said no more pets. Somebody 
poisoned it. 
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Q. And did you take part in any sports? 

A. No, nothing special. 

 

Q. Nothing like hockey or anything? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And did you belong to the Guides? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Or the Brownies? 

A. No, there wouldn't be Guides and Brownies in those days. 

 

Q. Or the Girls’ Guildry? 

A. Oh I went to the Girls’ Auxiliary in the Church. You were left school then and used to go to the meeting. 

 

Q. And did you ever go to the pictures? 

A. Yes, went quite regularly to the pictures. 

 

Q. So which cinema would that be in? 

A. The Olympia at one time and then The Regal. 

 

Q. Yes, 'cause you would be quite near The Regal where you lived? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. And what kind of pictures did you go to see? Can you remember back? 

A. Can't remember as far back as some. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Cowboys and Indians films? Greta Garbo? 

A. Yes, pictures like that. 

 

Q. And ‘The Thirty-nine Steps’ I think you mentioned? 

A. Yes, and then Trevor Howard and his pictures, and Noel Coward that came up later. And ‘Mutiny on the 
Bounty’, that was one of them. 

 

Q. And did your parents give you any pocket money? 

A. Yes. I had always something on a Saturday. 

 

Q. And can you remember back how much you got? 

A. I got about sixpence I expect. I couldn't say for certain but I thought it was something like that, about a 
sixpence. 

 

Q. And so what did you spend it on? Can you remember? 

A. Oh, usually sweets. 

 

Q. And what kind of sweets did they have? 

A. Oh, liquorice allsorts or fruit lozenges or something like that. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Five. 
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Q. And what type of school was it that you went to? 

A. Just an ordinary Public School. There was no term 'Primaries' or anything in these days. I went to 
school in Hamilton for three years. 

 

Q. So what did you think of school? 

A. Oh, I enjoyed school. 

 

Q. And did you like the teachers? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And what punishments were there if anyone did something wrong? 

A. Well there was so many lines to write or sometimes the strap, <..pause..> can't say I got very much of that 
though. (laughs) I must have been quiet. 

 

Q. And what subjects were you taught at school? 

A. Reading, Writing and Arithmetic. 

 

Q. And did you get Needlework as well? 

A. Yes, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And Domestic Science? 

A. Science, yes. 

 

Q. So did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. Well the boys didn't, not the Needlework or the Domestic Science. 

 

Q. What did the boys get? 

A. Woodwork, they got. 

 

Q. And did you have to wear a uniform to school? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. So were you all dressed basically alike even though you didn't have a uniform? 

A. No you could wear what you liked. 

 

Q. So what did you do at play times? Did you play games? 

A. Skipping Ropes. 

 

Q. And do you remember any songs that you used to sing when you were playing skipping? 

A. No, <..pause..> no, I can't remember. 

 

Q. So did you go onto another school after that? 

A. Well then I went to the Allan School when we came to Stirling. 

 

Q. And what did you think of that school? 

A. Oh it was very good. 

 

Q. And did you like the teachers there? 

A. Yes I got along with the teachers there. 
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Q. So what subjects were you taught? 

A. The basic subjects that were in the senior class, and then you'd your choice like French, Bible, 
Shorthand. There was time set aside for that. And you had your choice of what you wanted to take. So 
that was when I started the Shorthand. 

 

Q. And was it Pitman's Shorthand? 

A. Pitman's, yes. 

 

Q. So did you like it? 

A. Oh I got it, I liked the Shorthand. 

 

Q. So how many words a minute could you do at the end? 

A. I got up to one hundred and fifty. 

 

Q. Really? 

A. Mmm, <..pause..> I was asked to sit for the two hundred, but I didn't sit. I needed to go away to sit it. 

 

Q. And did you do typing as well? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So what speed did you get in your typing? 

A. I couldn't tell you that. 

 

Q. Was it quite high? 

A. Yes, because I was at it for years. 

 

Q. So you obviously liked Shorthand and Typing a lot then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did you wear a special uniform to Allan School? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you wear gym slips then? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Can you describe to me what exactly you wore, clothes-wise? 

A. Very often it was a blouse and pinafore, and we had pleated, something like the slip now, and we had 
skirts and blouses, but mostly frocks. 

 

Q. And so how old were you when you left Allan School? 

A. Fourteen. 

 

Q. And was that the leaving age? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So while you were at school, did you have a part-time job or anything like that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So what was your first full-time job? 

A. The one that I started in, I finished in sixty-two and a half years later. 
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Q. So can you tell me about how you started to work for the firm that you eventually worked for, for sixty-
two years? 

A. One of the members of the firm came up the road with one of the teachers, and he said “We were 
looking for a boy for the office and they hadn't a boy suitable” and she gave them my name, and the 
headmaster sent a reference, the school headmaster sent the reference to this man and I was asked to 
come and see him and I got the job. I was the first girl they had employed. 

 

Q. Really? 

A. It had always been an office boy before that. 

 

Q. And so where exactly did you work then? 

A. Springkerse. 

 

Q. And how did you get there? 

A. I walked. 

 

Q. So were you given training when you started as an office girl? What kind of things did you do? 

A. <..pause..> I made out accounts and I took down letters and typed them. I hadnae to work hard for it, and 
then I got on to the accounts in the office and then got on as cashier and I finished up as cashier. 

 

Q. And so would all the statements and invoices be handwritten then in ink? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did you have ink wells in your desks? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did you have to fill them with ink? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And so have you seen a lot of changes in office technology over the period of time that you have been 
working? 

A. Oh yes, long before I finished they were changing. 

 

Q. So there would be no calculators when you were there? It was all mental arithmetic? 

A. All mental, and of course that was one of my strong points. 

 

Q. And the typewriters too would have changed? 

A. Oh yes, greatly. 

 

Q. Can you remember what your first typewriter was? 

A. I couldn't be certain, but I think a Royal. But they had a few typewriters in their time. 

 

Q. And you can't remember actually what your typing speed was? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Would it be over sixty words per minute or something like that? 

A. I have no idea because I was left to do it as I pleased. You know, I got the letters and I was left to copy 
them, there was no special hurry, not to speed through, and I know when I went to the classes, I had 
one hundred and fifty for shorthand but I couldn't tell you what my typing was there. 

 

Q. So when you started your job as an office girl, what hours did you work? 

A. Half past eight in the morning 'til six at night. 
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Q. And did you have half days at all? 

A. Saturday. 

 

Q. And were there any breaks for meals? 

A. No, I had to come home for meals. 

 

Q. And did you have any holidays with pay? 

A. At first we got a week, and then we got a fortnight, and then it was three weeks. It just gradually 
lengthened as the times changed. 

 

Q. And can you remember what you were paid when you were working as an office girl? 

A. Ten shillings a week, that was my first. 

 

Q. And did you ever get a wage rise at all? 

A. Yes, once a year. Or if there was a move in the office, like if somebody left and I got something different 
to do, I got a rise then. 

 

Q. So did you feel that for your job as an office girl that the wage was fair? 

A. It was then, it was a good wage. 

 

Q. So did you give any of the money to your mother? 

A. Oh I gave my mother my pay. 

 

Q. And did she give you something back? 

A. Something back, yes. I got so much to keep myself in stockings and things like that. (laughs) 

 

Q. And what other jobs were there at Springkerse? 

A. There was the grain merchants. 

 

Q. So were there many women employed? Or you said you were the first woman? 

A. Well before we finished there was sometimes four or five girls in the office although it worked up to a big 
business, <..pause..> it was a take-over before I finished, and they were reduced. 

 

Q. So did men and women work together? 

A. Yes, I scarcely ran the room on my own, and the typists were in another room and then the office staff 
were in another room. 

 

Q. And could you talk or relax at all at work? Was it a friendly atmosphere or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes, yes, they were very nice people to work to. 

 

Q. And how did your employer treat you? 

A. Very nice indeed. 

 

Q. And was there a Trade Union? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So you didn't take part in any activities or anything? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And what did you feel about your work as an office girl? Did you like the job? 
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A. Oh yes, I like the job because I knew where I was, who I was working to and always very considerate. 

 

Q. And so how long did you work as an office girl for? 

A. Just as the office girl? About a year or two. 

 

Q. So you progressed to a Shorthand Typist after that? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So did you feel you were amongst the elite when you were a Shorthand Typist? 

A. No, I just had been brought up with it. 

 

Q. Were there many girls then had Shorthand and Typing? 

A. No, no, no, more came in just for office work. 

 

Q. And how many errors could you make before you had to re-type things out? Or could you not make any 
mistakes? 

A. Well I'd make mistakes, but I'd get them before I got them back and do it again, go over. 

 

Q. There would be no Tippex then, it would just be a rubber that you would have to use? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And what did you wear to work? What sort of clothes? 

A. Just ordinary blouse and skirt or frock and shoes. 

 

Q. And was it basically copy typing you were doing or was it typing from your dictation? 

A. From dictation, yes. 

 

Q. So did you find it dull or boring or did you like it? 

A. I liked it. 

 

Q. Did you have a supervisor that you worked under? 

A. No, there was just the employer himself. 

 

Q. So was he strict or friendly with you? 

A. Well there was a father first, and two sons, and then two sons, three generations in the office. The old 
father first, and then the two sons. One was very kind, very gentle with you, the other one would tell you 
that if you made a mistake and you knew it! 

 

Q. So what hours did you work as a Shorthand Typist? 

A. I was working from half past eight 'til six. 

 

Q. And your wage, would it be higher than your last wage? 

A. You got a rise occasionally. It's not like what they have nowadays. They just say, "This is my birthday, I 
get a rise in my pay!" That was what it was before I left, but we didn't get it that way. 

 

Q. So you can't remember what you were paid when you were a Shorthand Typist then? 

A. No, I just rose gradually from the ten shillings, maybe half a crown or five shillings, and if there was a 
change in the staff. I remember once I got the offer of a job and I said no, I didn't want it, that I was 
staying where I was. And one of the girls that was beside me in the office got it and when once she got 
more pay in this job. I don't know who had told the boss but I got more than her. 
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Q. And so how long were you a Shorthand Typist in the firm for? 

A. <..pause..> No, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Just approximately? 

A. The Shorthand stopped but I was a Typist for a long while after the Shorthand stopped. I couldn't just 
give it in years. 

 

Q. So you carried on working for the firm and you ended up as a cashier in your own office? 

A. Yes, a room by myself. 

 

Q. And so how many hours did you work as a cashier? 

A. From nine 'til half past five. 

 

Q. And what were you paid? 

A. First started with about ten pounds five shillings. 

 

Q. And did you feel that that was a fair wage? 

A. Well when it began to rise I felt I didn't rise the same as the other folk because it was a case I didn't 
need to work unless I wanted to work, but then I could've been retired. But I don't think there was any of 
them ever got more than me in the office, if some of the younger ones were getting a rise, I got 
something too. 

 

Q. And was there a presentation when a worker retired? 

A. Not an official, just among ourselves. 

 

Q. And by this time was there a Trade Union? 

A. Well I think there was one for the men in the store, but there was no Union for the office. <..pause..> The 
Farmer’s Union or something the men came under. 

 

Q. And so how long did you work as a cashier for? 

A. Now, <..pause..> you've got me. Actually about forty years of it. 

 

Q. And you continued to work up until you retired? 

A. Yes, I can remember the boss asking me one day, he said was I engaged or anything, that I was likely 
to leave and at that time I said no. He says they would give me this job but they didn't want to give me 
the job if I would be leaving in a year or so, and I said at that time I had no prospects of leaving at all 
and I got the job. 

 

Q. And so through your working life did you always live at home? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And so did you pay for your keep, you know, your lodgings? 

A. Well, not exactly like that, but I had to contribute to the house and then from 1926 there was only my 
mother and I in the house. 

 

Q. So who dealt with the household budgeting? Did your mother do it? 

A. My mother, yes. 

 

Q. And how did you decide how your money should be spent on different things like food and clothes? 

A. Oh, we got what we were to get and that was you, you could do what you liked with it. 

 

Q. So did you do most of the housework then? 
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A. No, my mother carried on for a while, but I certainly had to help. 

 

Q. And how did you spend your free time away from work? Did you go to any clubs or dances? 

A. No, I went to the dancing class for one term, but I wasn't keen on it. And I did a lot of knitting. And then I 
used to go down to the boating club to the whist drives and that. 

 

Q. You liked playing whist? 

A. Yes, my brother was a member of the club and through him I got into it. 

 

Q. And how did you spend your Sundays? Did you go to church? 

A. Yes, always went to church. 

 

Q. And did your parents expect to know where you were? And if you were out, who you were with? 

A. Yes, who you were with and when you came home. 

 

Q. And did religion mean more or less to you after childhood? 

A. Oh yes, yes. You saw life and other things. 

 

Q. And did you take an interest in politics at any stage? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. So did you ever go on holiday? 

A. Yes, quite a few. 

 

Q. Did you go on your own or with your parents? 

A. With my parents usually. 

 

Q. So where did you go? Can you remember? 

A. I went to London, and somewhere around Bournemouth, Torquay and a lot of the places down south. 
But latterly I was with my brother and his wife down south. 

 

Q. And so how long did you live with your parents for? 

A. Well my father died in 1926. And I would be what, thirty, almost anyway, and my mother died in 1948, 
then I've been on my own since then. 

 

Q. So you devoted all your time to looking after your parents? 

A. Well they didn't need much looking after in these days, y'know. They were company for mother up 'til 
the end. <..pause..> My brother and sister were both married. Went down to Manchester often. 

 

Q. And so in the community you were brought up in if any neighbours were ill or confined to bed did 
anyone help out? 

A. Oh yes, yes. Mother went in and attended to them and we did the shopping or anything that was 
required for them. 

 

Q. And do you feel that that's something that sadly isn't about any more? Do you feel that society is less 
caring in that respect now? 

A. Yes. Of course it depends on who they are, the younger ones coming in like where I am now, they don't 
do the same as an older person would have done. Like my next door would say to me, "Now don't you 
wash the stairs today!" The younger ones would never think of doing that, they wouldn't think, of 
washing it at all. 
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Q. So what kind of medical care was there at this time that we're talking about if you were ill? Did the 
doctor come as a last resort if it couldn't be cured or did the doctor always get called for really quickly? 

A. If there was anything wrong the doctor was called, yes. 

 

Q. So did you have to pay for the doctor? 

A. Early on, but latterly we didn't have to pay. 

 

Q. So do you remember how much you used to pay the doctor when he came? 

A. No, I wouldn't be paying it, my mother paid it. 

 

Q. Your mother? 

A. Uh-huh. No, I couldn't say what was paid. 

 

Q. So where you lived, did all of the people have the same standard of living or would you say some were 
better off? 

A. Yes, some of them were better off and some were worse off. 

 

Q. So did you see a lot of poverty stricken children at school with you? Were there children that were at a 
disadvantage? 

A. Not too much, no. 

 

Q. So do you think of yourself as a member of a class? Like middle class or working class? 

A. Oh I would say working class. 

 

Q. And why do you consider yourself a member of the working class? 

A. (laughs) Well I'm not working now that's certain. But you know you came up against some people that 
think they are ‘It’ and they always have it and they have everything. I'm just quite happy with the class 
I'm in. 

 

Q. And did people do their shopping mostly in local corner shops or did they go into Stirling? 

A. Well from here it was all say to the town, because there was only one shop down the road. 

 

Q. Did any of the local shops ever give credit to anyone? 

A. Not that I know because I hadn't any dealings with them. 

 

Q. And was it known that there was a pawn shop in Stirling? 

A. Yes, yes, I used to know the Hills that had the pawn shop. 

 

Q. Where was the pawn shop about? 

A. They had one shop in the Arcade and they had another one up Baker Street I think, ‘The Three Balls’. 

 

Q. And so was your area a friendly neighbourhood? 

A. Yes, we were always friendly enough with our neighbours. 

 

Q. And so do you have any memories of the First World War? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And the Second World War? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So what memories do you have of the First World War? 
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A. Well I remember the soldiers marching down to the station and away in the trains. And then the boys all 
going up to sign on to get their arm bands and ‘The shilling’ as they termed it in these days. And there 
was quite a number of boys that were at the school with me killed in the 14th Argyll’s. But my mother 
had a sister in Australia and she gave quite a few her address to call when they were across. 

 

Q. And so did you have any relatives in the First World War at all? 

A. Yes, my brother was in it, he was in the Navy. He was torpedoed but was alright. 

 

Q. So did he have any stories to tell you when he came back? 

A. He was very quiet. Once or twice he managed to dodge where he was, like where the boat was lying 
and we could get to see him. But he couldn't tell us where he was but he mentioned somebody we knew 
or something like that that we knew where to go and we went and visited him. 

 

Q. So how old would you be the First World War started? 

A. Seventeen. 

 

Q. And so you would be quite impressionable at the time? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So the memories would stay with you for a long time? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So have you any memories of the Second World War? You mentioned that you did First Aid work? 

A. First Aid work in the Home Guard, and I remember the night the bomb fell down in Springkerse. Went 
down to the office in the morning and couldnae get nothing but splinters of glass, it fell just about the 
railway, you know the railway bridge? Fell just about there and the office was just over the bridge. And 
then the boss had been called out during the night, he was on police duty and he'd been called out 
down to his own place. The windows were all broken and there were big stone just at the side of his 
desk. A few memories of that. 

 

Q. And so can you remember what the story was in relation to that bomb? How did it happen to get 
dropped? How did the Germans manage to bomb Stirling? 

A. Well it was a main line and this Ordnance Depot out there, the gas works and there was the soldiers 
parked in the field next, but they'd have done a lot of damage if they had struck except where they did. 
They missed the gas works and missed the main line. And in the morning we went up to, <..pause..> I 
was the First Aid, supposed to be in the First Aid post and fainted in the middle of the floor. My mother 
said, "That's you!" And my mother's brother was staying with us at the time, he says, "I'll go down with 
you" and my mother said, "No, you will not go down!" "She's not going". So Dr. Wilson, he says "Your 
place is at home with your mother." 

 

Q. Do you remember hearing the bomb exploding then? 

A. Yes, oh it was an awful bang. See this was an Ordnance Depot with much gunpowder and whatnot and 
stuff underground as would have blown up the whole of Stirling if they had got it at the right place. And 
the shop windows along Port Street were all broken so that when you were out in the morning the 
soldiers were in nearly every shop door watching 'til they got the windows repaired. 

 

Q. And do you remember the black out? 

A. Yes, the black out curtains, yes. 

 

Q. And the rationing? 

A. Yes, I got that, and I went out and offered to write ration books. And instead of getting places like Alloa 
and that I got Cambusbarron and Slamannan and all these sort of places. However they brought them 
to me and I took them back and corrected them. 

 

Q. So how did anyone manage to kind of live or subsist what with the rationing? 
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A. Oh rationing. You wouldn't have got fat on it but there were different ways you could get something; like 
if some of the soldiers came home on leave they brought cans. Course you had to feed them, but we 
managed it, then I was in the Green Line and my sister was working in the grocer’s shop by that time, 
but we got on nicely. 

 

Q. And do you remember coming into contact with evacuees? 

A. Yes, my brother's daughter was with us for a year. They were in Manchester and the wee girl was just 
six and they brought her here. And there was one night there was something, a bomb dropped 
somewhere between here and Manchester that blocked the line and they couldn't get up. We couldn't 
get down so Bob said then, "Well, we'll just take her home and she'll be with us, so she's coming up 
tonight!" 

 

Q. And so was the Home Guard like it's portrayed in the Dad's Army programme? 

A. Well I was a typist in the Home Guard, at one of those big houses in Snowdon Place. And typed their 
orders for the week and so forth and one of the men always saw me home. The man that asked me to 
go, he says, "If I'm not coming down," he says, "I'll get somebody to come down with you." Oh but it was 
black, dark. 

 

Q. Was Dad's Army a bit of a caricature then? An exaggeration of what the Home Guard were like? 

A. Yes. Well I would say it was. 

 

Q. It wasn't like that at all? 

A. Not that I noticed, but of course I was in an office. 

 

Q. It was more organized? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Much more organized? 

A. Certainly. 

 

Q. And so you stayed in this part of Stirling for a long, long time? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So you were saying to me that out the back there used to be all fields? 

A. Yes. I remember the boating club house being built. You see the steps down there on to the Lover’s 
Lane? Well at the side of the steps there used to be a hut, that was all that was for the boats. And they 
built the big house along past Millar Place, opposite Millar Place and they've put an extension to it since. 

 

Q. So you also remember the salt works in Abbey Road? 

A. In Abbey Road. The boats came in to the pier. And as I said before there was manure/agricultural salts 
and that for McEwan and onions. And when we came first there was a sailing boat went in the summer 
time that went down the river. 

 

Q. And where did the boats come from? 

A. Leith, possibly. The ones coming in with the onions and that, oh, from the continent. But the pleasure 
boat, I don't know where it was stationed, whether it was Leith or where it was stationed and come up 
the river. 
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1898 Scullery Maid; General Maid; Washed for a Family; School Cleaner; Fire 
Watcher in World War Two 

 
Interviewee Code U1 
Interview Conducted 2nd June 1987 
Interviewer Karen Connal 
Transcribed by A.F. Turner 
 

Q. Could I just start by asking you what year were you born? 

A. 1898. 

 

Q. 1898? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. And where was that? 

A. Abbey Road. 

 

Q. Riverside? 

A. Mm-hmm. Stirling, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. Oh I cannae mind, my mother was always, <..pause..> my mother flitted about every year. (laughter) So 
she did! We were all born in a different place and there were seven of us. 

 

Q. (laughter) I was just going to ask you how many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. I had three sisters, <..pause..> two brothers and three sisters. 

 

Q. Two brothers and three sisters? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And were you the youngest or the eldest or? <..pause..> 

A. I'm the oldest. 

 

Q. You're the oldest? 

A. Oh well my brother's, one brother's older. 

 

Q. I see. Can you remember how old your parents were when you were born? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> about twenty-five maybe, mm-hmm. (laughs) 

 

Q. That's fine. And what was your father's job? 

A. What was he then? A gardener? A gardener I think. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Was that what he always did? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And did your mother work before she got married at all? 

A. No, no. They never worked in these days, the women. (laughs) 



 46 

 

Q. Before she got married did she work? 

A. Oh before she married. She worked in Forth Bank Mill. 

 

Q. Did she? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

 

Q. Can you remember what she did there? 

A. Oh, a weaver with weaving things. I don't know what they did, <..pause..> I don't know. 

Sister She examined the carpets after they were finished at, <..pause..> that seemed to be a bit better job. They 
sort of went from the weaving I think, up to this job. 

 

Q. I see. And your mother never worked after she got married? 

A. No. 

 

Q. I see. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Do you know what church it was? 

A. It was St. Ninians, a wee church in St. Ninians. 

 

Q. St. Ninians’ Parish Church? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

 

Q. Do you know if they were interested in politics? 

A. No, I don't think so. 

 

Q. Do you know what party they voted for? 

A. No, they never seemed to bother much about politics. 

 

Q. What about in their spare time? If they had any spare time what would they do in their spare time? What 
were their activities then? 

Sister Well my father used to go fishing, my father was a great fisher. Because for a while he was head 
gardener out at Craigforth where the big insurance office is now. [Scottish Amicable] That's where he 
was. But he was a great fisherman. 

 

Q. What about your mother, was she in any Women's Guild or? <..pause..> 

A. No. Too many kids to be looked after. (laughs) 

 

Q. Were they interested in sport? 

A. No. 

Sister That was a generation I think that wasnae interested very much in those kind of things. 

 

Q. Now, will you have any memories at all of your parents house at Abbey Road where you were born? Do 
you remember anything about it? 

A. No, I cannae mind much. We wouldnae be long there. Who was born next? It was Mary. Well it was two 
years after me she was born in Stirling, Friar Street. 

 

Q. Friar Street? 

A. Mm-hmm. 
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Q. Do you remember anything about that house? How the bedrooms were and how you all slept in 
bedrooms or anything like that? 

A. No, no. 

Sister For a wee while though after we left Craigforth, did we live down in Bridgehaugh Cottage? 

A. Aye, we lived down there. 

Sister Well that was over at the old bridge there. Across the old bridge there, there's a wee cottage, we lived in 
there for a wee while until we got another house because I think the Craigforth house was a tied house. 
Was that right? 

A. Mm-hmm, mm-hmm, yes. 

Sister And it had a upstairs and downstairs. You'd to go down to the cellar to put the money in the meter. You 
remember that? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

Sister It was flooded out. It flooded right up to the edge of the water, right beside the thing, and my father had 
to go down in his bare feet and put the money in the meter. I can remember that. My mother thought I 
was drowning. Remember that? She thought she saw me floating on the water, (laughs) a piece of 
straw or something, and of course I was awful blonde in those days. And the house was right at the 
edge of the water. It was just a wee narrow fencing there, but needless to say it wasnae me. (laughs) 

 

Q. I don't suppose your mother ever had any lodgers in did she? 

A. No. Her father lived with us sometimes. The old grandfather, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework herself or did she ever get anybody to help? 

A. No. 

Sister Mrs. Ul did a lot, she was a good worker. 

A. Of course I was older than the rest of them. 

Sister Mrs. Ul did an awful lot for mother. 

 

Q. And did you do the washing at home or did you send washing out? 

A. No, we did the washing. There was just a, <..pause..> we washed outside in the wooden tubs, and we 
scrubbed with boards. 

 

Q. Was there a boiler anywhere? 

A. I cannae mind them boiling things. 

Sister Well latterly, when they moved up into Bruce Street there was a wash-house with two set-in tubs and a 
boiler. And you burned all the peoples rubbish there in a day. You remember that? They used to put all 
their old wood and everything down for use. So when you filled the boiler in the morning, you set the fire 
and you did your washing there all day. 

 

Q. It was an all day job? 

Sister Oh yes, wringing with the wringer and everything else. 

 

Q. What was your father like in the house? Was he good at helping your mum with any jobs? 

A. No, she never asked him. She never needed it I don't think. 

 

Q. What about the kids, was he a good help with the kids? 

A. Och aye, he wasnae bad with the kids, he wasnae bad. 

Sister I never remember being chastised by my dad in any way. Only once, I think, we got under the covers 
and if he came at us with the strap but I don't know what we'd been doing? 

A. He had told us to stop laughing and we would be laughing instead of going to sleep. And he got the 
strap, he'd a strap, and we were all under the blankets. (laughs) He never used it. 

 

Q. Did you all have set jobs to do in the house then? You helped your mother a lot? 

A. Mm-hmm, mm-hmm. 
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Q. What sort of things did you do for your mum? 

A. Oh, washed dishes and lots of things. 

Sister Oh, I remember on Saturday morning when you used to clean the fire-side, oh, with the huge, steel, 
<..pause..> 

A. Oh, I used to use a burnisher to make them shine. 

Sister And you used to make sure that everything was all pulled back and on a Saturday morning nobody went 
into the kitchen. She burnished it all up, polished it, and then it was all black leaded, and then the first 
time somebody spilt water on it, the thing all rusted again. 

 

Q. So what did you burnish it with? 

A. It was a burnisher, steel. 

Sister With a piece of steel wire stuff. 

 

Q. Oh, the steel wool type thing?  

Sister No, it was more like pieces of steel, like that bangle thing? 

A. Just like a wee ring, aye. 

 

Q. And then it was blackleaded? 

Sister The fire place was blackleaded but this was all burnished steel. It was lovely. 

A. Aye, that was the fender that went along the front. 

Sister And my mother had those lovely big, long brass, the big tongs that tie up. They had to be polished too, 
and all the brasses. 

A. There was a lot of work in it. 

 

Q. And did you all have a set task to do or did you just? <..pause..> 

Sister No, I don't remember doing very much, I just seemed to be out an awful lot. 

A. There wasnae much between us of course, <..pause..> like my brother and I, there was only eleven 
months between the two of us. 

 

Q. Oh, I see. Can you remember what kind of meals you used to have as a child? What things did you 
have to eat? 

Sister No, but I remember getting lovely steak on a Sunday. Sunday morning we used to get the steak, 
Sunday morning. It was lovely steak my mother cooked, and I don't say my mother was a terribly good 
cook, but she did cook, and she did cook this and lovely soda scones or something. And the fat was 
lovely on the meat, not like you get nowadays, but I remember that. And we used to get a lot of rabbit. 
You couldn't cook rabbit now, but we used to get lots of cooked rabbits, and my father used to bring 
home trout and we had trout. It was really quite nice, but Mrs. Ul'll tell you, when she was young what 
you got to feed out at, a lot of vegetables and things you got out at Craigforth. 

A. That's all we got. We were away all day at the school, and we came back at night it was cabbage I think 
we lived on, and cauliflowers. Potato scones, my mother made those, many potato scones. (laughs) 

Sister And yet you've lived to eighty something after being fed on those kind of things, you see. 

A. But we're supposed to eat cabbage now. (laughs) 

 

Q. Well that's true. Did you not have much meat? 

A. No, we didn't eat much meat long ago. 

 

Q. What did you have for your breakfast normally? 

A. Oh, I can't mind. It would be porridge likely we would get. With toast maybe. 

 

Q. Do you know where your parents did their shopping? 

A. It was a shop up in Baker Street, Easton's the grocers up at the top of Baker Street, but they're all away 
now, mm-hmm. 
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Q. Do you remember anything about any of the shops in Stirling at that time? Was there a Co-Op around? 

A. Co-Operative, long ago, <..pause..> uh-huh. Well maybe not so far on as that. 

Sister How far back do you want to go for that? 

 

Q. As far back as you can. (laughs) 

Sister Oh, I can remember lots about the shops in Stirling. 

 

Q. This Easton’s, what was it like? Was it just a grocer’s shop? 

A. It was a grocer's shop. It was right up at the top of Baker Street. What a place to go. 

Sister Did they not sell you treacle when you took a tin to get treacle in or something. You took the tin to get it 
didn't you? 

A. Aye, I used to go for - it was a wee shop down the Craigs, Menzies. If you wanted, you just took your jar 
along the street and got so much and came back. And it landed on the pavement many a time, (laughs) 
you know, and broke. (laughs) 

 

Q. Where would you buy things like clothes or shoes, furniture, things like that? 

A. Oooh, now wait 'til I think, <..pause..> 

Sister Lawson’s in Baker Street? 

A. Oh aye, that was right. 

Sister That was a shop where they would give you credit. 

 

Q. Oh they did? 

Sister Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Was that for clothes? 

Sister For clothes. Terribly expensive, and you only went there if you were really desperate because they were 
far too expensive. Do you remember that?, <..pause..> I think I got a coat once out of Lawson’s and it was 
a dreadful price we thought for, <..pause..> I mean a girl of my age anyway. But, otherwise I don't know 
where we went. The Co-Operative I think it was. 

A. Uh-huh, the Co-Operative. Oh you were only looking for your dividend, (laughs) looking for your 
dividend. 

Sister That's right, you got your dividend. You used to go up to the office and was it every quarter we got our 
dividend? I cannae remember. 

A. Mm-hmm. 

Sister You got so much against it then, oh a lot of people were just desperate for their dividend in those days. 

 

Q. I see. Like a token type thing, you saved them up to get something, was that the idea? 

Sister No, they gave you a cheque you see. Every time you went in you had a number, and you were maybe 
2570 and when you went in to the shop, they gave you this number, and of course it was one of those 
things that copied through, you know. They gave you your number, you kept your cheques and if you 
liked to count up your cheques and see how much you had spent, they would give you a dividend on 
that. They had the copy of course and they would give you the dividend on the amount you had spent. 
Sometimes you could get quite a lot if you were buying a lot of clothes, buying different things you 
know. 

A. That's how they started their bank books some of them. (laughs) 

Sister That's right. It used to be a great thing, the Co-Operative dividend. 

 

Q. Now, when you were little did you celebrate birthdays or Christmas or New Year a lot? Did you used to 
have parties and presents and things? 

A. No, we werenae a family like that. We never did it. 
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Sister Christmas, we had it at Christmas time. But we didn't have a great deal of money to get things for 
Christmas. I don't remember getting very much when I was young for my Christmas. Two wee hankies, 
an apple, an orange, and a penny and we were thrilled, absolutely thrilled. 

 

Q. What about New Year, was that a big affair at all? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Your parents, did they play games with you? Did they used to play outdoor or indoor games with you a 
lot? 

A. No, no. 

Sister I never remember that happening at all. That was a different generation altogether. 

 

Q. What sort of activities did you have? Did you read books a lot? 

Sister Well I was with the Guides. I went to Guides, Brownies and carried on right through that. I went to the 
V.A.D.'s and things like that y'see. 

A. I don't think I can mind what I did. 

Sister My brother and I used to play in this house with wee things, making words and all that kind of thing. But 
otherwise I don't remember doing a great deal. 

 

Q. Did you read a lot? Were you in the library at all? 

A. No, not me. 

 

Q. Do you remember what newspapers there were at that time? Or magazines? 

Sister ‘The Bulletin’ was the one my mother always got. That was an old paper, it's stopped. ‘The Bulletin’ 
stopped altogether, but that was a good paper. For many a long year we always got ‘The Bulletin’. 

 

Q. Remember any more? 

A. Uh-huh, ‘The Weekly News’ I think was one too, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. Did you used to go out visiting friends and neighbours at all? Was that a sort of family activity at all? 

Sister We never met anybody, did we? 

A. (laughs) Maybe we werenae very pally, I don't know, (laughs) but, <..pause..> I don't know. 

 

Q. Did you ever have any holidays or outings? 

A. Well we used to go away up, <..pause..> father took us away up to Aberdeen on the train and that when 
he worked on the railway again. That was another job he had. He went from there to, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was that after he did the gardening? 

A. Aye, he left there. As my mother says, "He left there." she says. We were all needing to, <..pause..> he 
was out there, that's when he went back to the gardening, we were all leaving the school, all looking for 
jobs when we should've been coming back into the town, she says, at that time. 

Sister Aye that's right, because you were away out there and you had all that road to walk into school even. 

A. Aye, we'd that road all to walk. 

Sister To the Allan School, that's away up in Spittal Street. And you had all the road to walk, from Craigforth 
right in, every day in life. 

 

Q. So did he leave that job simply to move nearer to town? 

A. Aye, aye. 

 

Q. And then he got the job on the railways? 

A. Mm-hmm. He was about thirty years on the railway? That must've been his first job he was at? 
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Sister The railway first, and then onto the gardening? I couldnae tell you. I know he was the gardener at 
Craigforth when I was born anyway. 

 

Q. So did he used to get free passes? 

A. He got free passes on the railway or something. 

 

Q. And do you remember any particular outings? 

A. Well I can remember going to Aberdeen. We were away early in the morning, about half past five in the 
morning to get to Aberdeen in a train. A whole lot of us. (laughs) 

Sister You know what they used to do? They used to go and gather blaeberries at Kippen. Now I never got 
there because I was too young, but they all went away early. You remember my aunt came from 
Paisley? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

Sister And she wanted to gather blaeberries and they all went away early. What time did you go away in the 
morning? Did you walk to Kippen? 

A. No, we got a train, a train. 

Sister A train to Kippen in those days? 

A. A train. 

Sister And they went away very early in the morning to be there before the gamekeepers were up y'see. And 
they gathered those lovely blaeberries, they're just like, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Blaeberries? 

Sister Blaeberries, uh-huh, or blueberries. But I think it's blaeberries we called them. And they grow very low 
down don't they? But I was too young to go and they were always away before I got up, which was 
annoying. But, my aunt used to take this big basket home to Paisley and they were beautiful, they made 
beautiful jam or jelly. Lovely wasn't it? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

 

Q. That was a favourite outing? 

A. Mm-hmm. When we went a picnic we went up the Monument, up to the Monument. 

 

Q. The Wallace Monument? 

A. Uh-huh, that was the picnic, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. Were you ever in anything like the Guides or the Brownies? 

A. No. I must've been too, <..pause..> they wouldn't be there when I was, <..pause..> 

Sister They wouldnae be started probably when you were, <..pause..> Started in 1908? <..pause..> I don't know 
when they started, I've forgotten now, but they definitely wouldn't be on when you were wee. 

 

Q. Can you tell me how you would spend a Sunday when you were little? What was the usual? 

A. Well we used to go, a chum and I, we used to go to a wee Holy meeting up the top of Baker Street, up 
where, <..pause..> not far from where Easton's grocer shop was. We went there for a, <..pause..> it was a 
Holy meeting and she came. We got a cup of tea for a penny I think, we only paid a penny for it, 
(laughs) and then she sent us all a Christmas card at Christmas time, and I've still got it here and it's 
1914 that's on it. (laughs) I wouldnae throw it away somehow, it must've been because it was holy. 
(laughs) 1914's on it, her name's on it, Mrs. Howie, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. So how long would that be for? The Holy meeting? 

A. Oh, that's a long time ago, 1914? 

Sister How long would it last on a Sunday? 

 

Q. How long would it last? 

Sister What else did you do on a Sunday? 
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A. Oh that was, <..pause..> well we just went, we had an hour or two at it, and then went, <..pause..> oh, I 
don't know what we did at night at all. 

 

Q. Did you have special clothes for Sunday school or the Holy meeting? 

A. Uh-huh, we used to keep good clothes for a Sunday, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And when you came back home did you have to change out of them? 

A. Mm-hmm. Like a Sunday long ago you would never have went out with the same coat as what you did 
through the week. You always had another coat on, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. So was religion quite important to you when you were a child? 

A. Well we went to church anyway. We walked all the road to St. Ninians. We had our button boots and 
our parasols. (laughs) 

 

Q. Oh you had parasols? 

A. Aye, we had parasols. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you have to say prayers or grace at the table and things like that? 

A. No, no, <..pause..> but we always went to church. 

 

Q. Can you describe an outfit that you might wear on a Sunday? 

A. It's a pity I gave a photograph away, (laughs) one with black button boots we had on, and eh, <..pause..> 
a black dress. It was awfy fancy made with frills, puff sleeves and everything, and the boys then sort of 
wore sometimes, wee pinnies on the top of their suits. 

Sister I remember my brother having a, <..pause..> was it a rubber collar he had? 

A. Aye, white rubber on top of his suit, aye, mm-hmm. 

Sister On top of his grey suit, a white, rubber collar round his neck. That was my elder brother, the one that 
was a wee bit year older than Mrs. UI. 

A. Mm-hmm, that's right. 

Sister I was slightly more civilized by the time it came to me. (laughs) 

 

Q. So as a child, do you remember who you played with? Was it just your brothers and sisters or was it 
neighbours and friends? 

A. No, I had a chum. She's still alive too, she's eighty-eight. I'm six months, <..pause..> I've never seen her 
for two years because she cannae get out with the pains in her legs and that. 

 

Q. Ah, so did your parents mind who you played with or? <..pause..> 

A. They didnae mind, no, no, because we lived next door to them when we were in, <..pause..> Seaforth 
Place was another place we lived. That's when we, <..pause..> 

Sister The Baron Close. 

A. The Baron Close on Seaforth Place. 

Sister Tell the lady how you used to give the prisoners the tobacco up. 

A. Aye, it was the prison. It's away now I think, the prison. 

 

Q. Whereabouts is that? 

Sister At the back of the County Buildings. You know where the big County Buildings are, in the main street in 
Stirling? 

 

Q. Uh-huh, right. 

Sister Well at the back there, there were cells for the prisoners, probably maybe just in for a night or two. I 
don't think they were vicious prisoners, but they were in there and then the people in the Baron Close 
used to put up, <..pause..> tobacco or something 
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A. We had a big green out the back, and we used to shout up to them, "Do you want a bit of tobacco?" and 
they tried to get up on the top of the, <..pause..> they'd just peep through the cells at us you know. 

Sister <..pause..> They gave them tobacco up through there. I remember my mother telling me that. (laughs) It 
was right beside a market too. The market was down there at one time, at the side of the railway, that's 
when you're going over the bridge down to Riverside now. 

 

Q. I see. 

Sister Well at the left hand side, just before you cross over the bridge there, where the new road is now there 
was a market, great big market place, and this long close which was houses. There must've been just 
one, <..pause..> it must've been houses without a back window. Did they? Were they all just facing one 
way? 

A. No. <..pause..> 

Sister Did the market come in between somewhere? I couldnae remember, I never was there, that was after, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. So did you buy that tobacco to pass to them? 

A. No. I don't reckon where we got it. I dinnae know, but maybe they would get any, <..pause..> I just 
shouted up to them. I don't know. 

Sister My mother used to say they handed up tobacco to them sometimes, I don't know. 

A. Oh it was always a Sunday. We got all dressed and all went round to the green and shouted up to them, 
you know. We always got dressed on a Sunday morning. 

Sister Maybe men that had been slightly drunk the night before or something were just put in the cells you 
see. 

 

Q. I see. So what sort of games did you play as a child? Can you remember anything? 

A. Oh there was the Skipping Ropes. 

Sister Did you play Peever? Did you play Peever when you were young? 

A. Mm-hmm, aye, Peever. We used to, <..pause..> there's a, the railway bridge where it is now, that's where 
the big back was, where the back of our houses were. We used to get up on the back of the paling and 
we used to put up, maybe a button hook or something, down underneath, sticking out on the paling, 
(laughs) and anyone that was passing we would say, "Would you please pick that up." They picked it up 
and we pulled it (laughs) and we all pulled it in. That was a terrible thing to do. (laughs) 

 

Q. Mischief. What kind of toys did you have? Did you have many toys? 

A. Well I mind you [Sister] getting a dolly. But you didnae play with it, you put it up on the wall, it was put 
up on the wall. 

Sister Me? 

A. Aye. 

Sister I remember you telling me that you had a wooden dolly and you hit somebody on the head with it. 

A. It wasnae me. (laughs) It wasnae me! (more laughter). It was Liz that did that. Oh it wasnae me, I never 
did that, it was Liz that did it. 

Sister Oh dear. Somebody said you had a wooden doll, I'd never seen the wooden doll. 

A. Aye, she got a wooden doll. 

Sister Had she? 

A. Oh she was excited about it. She's away now. 

 

Q. Were most of your toys homemade or did you get? <..pause..> 

A. No, no. 

Sister My dad used to take me up and buy me dolls. You had lovely wee German dolls that you got with the 
china faces. He bought me one in the Arcade, that was when Howat's shop was in the Arcade, a 
beautiful toy shop. Do you remember Howat's? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

Sister Lovely shop, every kind of thing, and he bought me this lovely wee doll and I dropped it whenever I got 
to the foot of the Arcade. And of course it had a china face, well that wasnae much use you know, but 
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they had beautiful dolls in those days. Every Christmas was spent looking at that window, oh it was a 
lovely shop. I think there's a toy shop in there now, or had been anyway, in the old Arcade. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played?  Or was that… <..pause..> 

A. Och aye, my mother didnae worry about that, <..pause..> she had a quick temper right enough, and she 
threw everything at us, (laughs) everything. You made a fuss that you'd lost a bit skin off your, <..pause..> 

Sister No, that was Mary, Mary lost a bit skin after my mother threw something at her, and she knocked a wee 
bit skin off. 

A. And she went looking for it. (laughs) 

Sister She was still looking for bits of skin. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did boys and girls just play together? 

A. Mm-hmm, aye. 

Sister We played in the street at night 'til a certain time, not too late, but there was a big street lamp at the 
corner of our street. Far bigger than they are now, the lamps, and it swayed all in the wind y'know. But 
we played out there for quite a while, then off into the house again and we had done our homework and 
everything before we went out. 

A. You were told to come in when the lights, when the lamps were lit. 

Sister That's right, when the lamps went on. We sort of played for a wee while and then it, <..pause..> but there 
wasnae the same fear then as there is now. 

A. Oh no. Och no, you could come along that street at eleven o'clock and no one would speak to you. I 
used to go to my chums every Monday night. I did it for about eighty year, I just stopped it recently, just 
this wee while back and I could come along from the Craigs to Bruce Street at eleven o'clock at night 
and not a soul would speak to you. But now you wouldnae do that, I wouldnae do that now. 

 

Q. Did you have any pets when you were younger? 

A. Oh, we had a dog, two or three different kind of dogs. 

Sister 'Cause my sister was awful fond of dogs, Lizzie was awful fond of dogs. I remember having dogs. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the pictures? Or concerts or anything? 

A. Went to the pictures, aye. But we had to come in from Craigforth, we were out there down to the Craigs 
to the pictures. 

 

Q. Did you always have to walk? Was there no transport? 

A. There were no buses, no. No buses. 

Sister There wouldnae be any transport. How did they get in from the big house then? 

A. Oh, they had a coach and pair. They had two horses and a coach. 

Sister But you people would need to walk the roads. 

A. Mmm-hmm. 

 

Q. Do you remember where the picture house was then? 

A. It was down the Craigs we went to, The Kinema. Was it the Kinema? 

Sister Was there one before that they used to speak about? See that was even before my time because 
fifteen years is a bit of difference. What was that electric one that you used to talk about, the old electric 
theatre. 

 

Q. The electric theatre? 

A. Electric. 

Sister Aye, where was it? At the back of Orchard Place somewhere. It was away down Orchard Place, in at 
the back. 

A. Oh, that was The Olympia or something. That was another one, but it was the one down the Craigs that 
you're speaking about. 

Sister The Kinema? 
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A. The Kinema, aye, right along. 

Sister Oh aye, The Kinema, that's right, and then it was made into The Plaza, that's right. 

 

Q. Did you get any pocket money? 

A. Oh we never got very much at all. My father was in the railway, he hadnae very much. We waited 'til he 
came back with his pay, I think it was a penny. 

Sister Oh aye, you got that. Aye, you got that. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you started school? 

A. Oh I would be five anyway. 

 

Q. Probably five? 

A. Aye, aye. 

 

Q. So what school was that? 

A. That was the Allan School we went to. That was it. 

 

Q. What did you think of school? 

A. Oh I liked the school right enough, I wasnae awfy clever. (laughs) 

 

Q. What about the teachers, were they strict or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh they were nice enough. I was just saying that when we went outside once, they were decorating The 
Steeple about something. You weren't supposed to go outside the gate at playtime, so we went out and 
we were all sent up, there were six I think, we were all sent up to the schoolmaster's room, and we got 
double strap for going outside the gate. That's what we got. We had no right to go outside the gate you 
see, so he gave us the double strap. 

 

Q. Was that the only form of punishment they had, just the strap? 

A. It was the strap we had then, mm-hmm. 

Sister Very rarely you got to write lines, I don't remember. I think once, I think I got to write lines but it was 
always the strap you got. 

 

Q. Do you remember what subjects you got taught then? 

A. <..pause..> Oh I can mind they once asked me what the capital was, was it of Australia? Queensland was. 
And I couldnae tell them. I just couldnae tell them. (laughs) I couldnae tell them. 

Sister You would be interested in cooking and things because was it a Miss McGregor and Miss somebody 
else, was it Mailer? 

A. No, it was a Miss Wright or something. 

 

Q. Did you get Cookery at school? 

A. Yes, we got Cookery. 

 

Q. Did the boys get the same? 

A. No, they didnae get the cooking, no. 

Sister I don't know what the boys got while we were getting Cookery. There was a great big cooker room at 
the top of Allan School, right at the very top I think. Great big place with a whole lot of cookers and all 
smelt of burnt gas to me. 

A. I mind of making pancakes, always mind them saying, "Don't turn them 'til the bubbles burst." I always 
mind of that, “Til the bubbles burst, wait 'til the bubbles burst and then turn them”. (laughs) 

 

Q. So you enjoyed cooking then? 

A. Oh aye. 
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Q. What did you wear to school? Was there a uniform for school? 

A. No, not in my time anyway. 

Sister There wasnae even when I went to the Allan School either, all we got was a badge, eventually we got a 
badge but no, no uniform. I don't think maybe our folks could have afforded uniforms. 

 

Q. So what did you wear in general, just a skirt and a jumper? 

A. Skirt and jumper, uh-huh. 

 

Q. What did you do at playtimes when you were at school then? Apart from sneaking out the gate and 
going to The Steeple! 

Sister Used to go a bit daft in the playground, didn't you? 

A. Made an awful noise anyway. I can mind the noise that we all made you know. 

Sister Everybody just run around and sometimes we played Skipping and I remember getting yon bag which I 
think Coates of Paisley or somebody must have given a bag to put our things in. You used to put them 
down and you would all play skipping over them you see, this sort of thing. Oh every sort of thing. 

A. Mind Carnegie? Mind Carnegie gave all the schoolbags. 

Sister He did? Uh-huh. 

 

Q. So how long were you at the Allan School? 

A. I was there 'til I left, fourteen. 

Sister You had to leave school more or less then at fourteen unless you wanted to go up to the High. 

 

Q. Did you go on at all to any other school? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to any evening classes or anything? 

A. No. We didnae like the school enough for that. (laughs) 

 

Q. So you left school at fourteen? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And what happened then? What did you do then? Did you start work right away? 

A. Well we were at Craigforth at the time and they asked me if I would go up and help in the kitchen. I was 
a wee kitchen maid then, that was the first job I got. 

 

Q. Was that at Craigforth? 

A. Mm-hmm. Mm-hmm. 

 

Q. What was it then? It was a big house? 

Sister A big house, uh-huh. 

A. Uh-huh. 

Sister Mr. Cooper of Craigforth. 

 

Q. And how many of a family did he have? Was he? <..pause..> 

A. Och I cannae mind what they had at Craigforth. 

Sister Couldnae tell you. 

 

Q. He was a married man was he? 

A. Oh aye, and they had a lot of maids, ladies’ maid and everything. 



 57 

Sister They used to say that Mrs. Cooper of Craigforth would have a ladies’ maid, and a ladies’ maid would 
come and my father had to help her away a day or two after with her baskets. She just couldn't stick it 
and my father had to help her to do her midnight flittin', away with her. 

A. That was the maid, the maids wouldnae stay with them. 

 

Q. Can you remember how many domestic servants he had? And sort of list them to me and what their 
wee jobs were? Could you do that for me? 

A. Well there was the men, there was a butler, a footman, then there was a, wait a minute, <..pause..>  

Sister Mr. Hobb was the, <..pause..> 

A. The coachman. 

Sister The coachman, uh-huh. 

 

Q. A butler and a coachman? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

Sister They had a coachman as well, uh-huh. They had a coachman and there were two gardeners. 

A. There were two gardeners and my father was the top gardener and the other was the second one. And 
they had a man at the gate. 

Sister A gamekeeper. 

A. A gamekeeper, that's right, and then the woman had two housemaids, a ladies’ maid, a cook, a kitchen 
maid, and I was the scullery maid for about maybe two nights or something. 

Sister I think she got the sack because she cut the green beans the wrong way. Tell them about that. 

A. I cut the green beans and I put a, she gave me a rabbit to put in the pot and I put it in the wrong pot. 
(laughs) 

 

Q. So you only lasted two days? 

A. What did I know about cooking! 

 

Q. So what's the difference between a scullery maid and a kitchen maid? 

A. The kitchen maid? <..pause..> 

 

Q. And a scullery maid? What's the difference there? 

A. Well the kitchen maid worked in the kitchen and the scullery maid did all the dishes. 

 

Q. The kitchen maid sort of assisted the cook did she? 

A. Aye, aye. They were all English, a good lot of them that came up were nearly all English. But they went 
back down into England again for the, <..pause..> they didnae stay up there very long. 

Sister And what did you tell me at one time about the kitchen that was all great big, those big covers you know 
for the, <..pause..> 

A. Aye, there were great big grates at both sides, it was a great big kitchen. 

Sister Grate covers or something all like that? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

 

Q. Do you remember, seeing you were only two days there, would you have got paid at all? 

A. Oh maybe I would get paid, I don't know. I think I would get something, I wouldnae get very much likely. 

 

Q. So what did you do then? You got sacked did you? 

Sister They just would say they wouldnae require you any more. (laughter) 

A. I wouldnae get sacked, I don't think I got the sack, I wouldnae go back or something. 

Sister You didnae need to do it anyway for them. 

A. No, I just wound up the same and I had to come down that dark avenue at night and I kinda got lost but 
I wasnae far from our own house you see. 

Sister No, but still it was a dark avenue of trees to come down from the big house. 
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Q. So what did you do after that then? 

A. Where did I go after that? Well I was at home an awful lot 'cause my mother had her old grandfather. 
We always had our grandfather living with us and then I worked with Wilson the dentist for a long time. 

 

Q. The dentist? 

A. Aye, they're away too. 

 

Q. Whereabouts was that? 

A. That was the dentist in Melville Terrace. I worked there for a while. 

 

Q. What did you do there? 

A. Oh it was just the housework and everything. I went you know for a long time there. 

Sister And you came home at night. 

A. Aye, I wouldnae stay there at night, I came home. 

 

Q. Was that just the sort of general maid? Was that what you would get called? 

A. Mm-hmm, uh-huh, aye. 

 

Q. Can you describe a typical working day? 

A. Well it's what they call Home Helps now I think, nearly. 

 

Q. What time did you start? 

A. I started at seven in the morning and I went even on a Sunday, went on a Sunday. 

 

Q. Did you not get a day off at all? 

A. Oh, see I wasnae staying in. The other maid got a day off, there was another maid, she got the day off. 
Only one day, she only got one day a week. It wasnae much. 

 

Q. Did you have to work every day? 

A. Aye, I worked every day. I got away back at home at night you see at six o'clock at night. 

Sister It was good place to work at though. 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. What did you have to do? Say when you got there at seven o'clock, what did you do first thing? 

A. There was a waiting room and the surgeries you see for pulling the teeth out, so that had to be done 
first, then there was all the house, that was a great big house yonder and she was awfy fussy, oh, what 
a fussy woman she was! She used to come and draw her fingers along the pictures to see that you'd 
dusted the top of them. (laughs) 

 

Q. What about the other maid? What was her job? 

A. Oh, she must've helped with the cooking, she must have did the cooking. But it was a grand food 
house, you got a good feed. 

Sister Aye she was a good cook. 

A. Mm-hmm. 

 

Q. So how long were you there? 

A. Oh, and I cannae mind. 

Sister A couple of years, you were a good long while there. 

A. And then my mother took a shock and that was me away. I didnae work for six years after that. 

Sister You worked for Mrs. Gourley, the Provost's wife as well. She worked there as well. 
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A. Aye. That's when you had to do a big washing and only got half a crown. That's all they gave you. 

 

Q. How much did you get paid at the dentist? Do you remember? 

A. Och.I cannae, I think it was about a pound a week I got and that was supposed to be quite good then 
because maids never got very much. 

Sister You all got food, you got lovely meals. 

A. Aye. I think it was a pound a week we got. 

 

Q. So when you worked for Gourley? 

Sister The Provost. 

A. Course I only went, <..pause..> didnae work much for her, went and did her washing. I just got two and 
six. 

 

Q. Did you pick up her washing and then bring it home and do it at home? 

A. No. I went to her house and did it. 

 

Q. And was that all you did for her and you got half a crown for that? 

A. Half a crown for doing that. 

 

Q. Was that half a crown for one wash load? 

A. Uh-huh. Well you were there from nine o'clock in the morning to maybe about three in the afternoon and 
that. A lot of washing. 

Sister Oh aye, it was really grossly underpaid. 

A. When you see what they're getting now. They get, is it three pound an hour some of them get? 

Sister And they kept you on even though it was your time to go off. You were supposed to come off at one 
o'clock some days, and if you werenae finished you just stayed on. Now you'll not get people to do that 
nowadays, they just say, "I'm not doing it, that's me finished." 

 

Q. So was that after the six years when you looked after your mother or was that before? 

A. Aye, then I got a job in the Riverside School and I was there for seventeen year. 

 

Q. What were you doing there? 

A. Well you had to clean the school. Scrub all the seats and we had to scrub the floor 'til it was white. It's 
carpets that's on the floors now. We had to go down on our knees and scrub the floors and we couldnae 
get them white enough. (laughs) 

 

Q. What sort of detergent did you have? 

A. It was soft soap and sodie, that's what we got. 

 

Q. And a scrubbing brush? 

A. Mm-hmm, and soft soap. 

Sister Hard on your hands and knees. 

 

Q. So do you remember what year you started there? 

A. Och, I was fifty-one when I started it. That's why I didnae get a pension because I was a year or 
something too old. 

Sister A year older than was acceptable at that time or something like that. 

A. But it was quite fun, we had good fun in the school. 

 

Q. So do you know what wages you got then? 

A. I had only four pound something a week or something. 
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Q. Four pound a week? 

A. Mm-hmm. Four pound something a week. 

 

Q. I think it's by the hour now, isn't it? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

 

Q. So did you always just live with your parents then? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And you were at Craigforth then you moved into town to Bruce Street? 

A. Mm-hmm, Bruce Street. 

Sister Douglas Street first uh-huh, and then round the corner into Bruce Street, uh-huh. 

A. It was another house, we went to a low down house and then we wanted an upstairs house and we got 
it and we were upstairs when we came out of Bruce Street. 

 

Q. So when you moved house like that was it council houses or was it private rents? 

A. Private rents. 

 

Q. And was it quite easy to get another place? 

A. Oh aye, aye. See they called Bruce Street ‘Relative Street’ because the factor gave; say you wanted a 
house and your sister had one and you would get one and the next one would maybe get one. You 
were all friends. 

Sister Aye, because my mother was in it and all I needed to do was write to my mother's factor and say that 
my husband to be, worked with the gas board. Well, Morrison’s at that time, they were share holders in 
the gas, that was before it was nationalized and because I said that my mother lived there, I got the 
house in Bruce Street. 

 

Q. So what sort of size were they, the houses? You don't remember how they were laid out or that? 
Bedrooms or the kitchen? 

A. Oh we hadnae any bathrooms or nothing. 

Sister In those days they didnae have a bathroom. In fact that's why my sister left the house, because they 
didnae have a bathroom. It was a wee toilet and a wee scullery we called it, a kitchenette and our 
scullery, and two bedrooms at the front and a kitchen at the back. It was all there was. 

A. And I've been down here for, <..pause..> 

Sister Since March, 11th of March. 

A. Three month. 

 

Q. Was that directly from Bruce Street? 

A. Mm-hmm. I got it because I hadnae any hot water or a bathroom. You got the points you see, for it. 

 

Q. It still didn't have any hot water? 

Sister No. 

A. Not up there. 

Sister And they wouldnae put a sink in for her. She asked for a sink and they wouldnae, <..pause..> see she was 
the only one rented house left in a street, all the rest of the houses had been sold so they wanted rid of 
her you see. Now, it was the same with our houses in the middle of Bruce Street, they wanted rid of 
them so we got them at a very, very reasonable price and then we just got them all sorted up for 
ourselves put a shower in and things like that in, but they wouldnae do that with Mrs. Ul. Now the old 
man upstairs flooded her out all winter, poured the water down on top of her. She's far better here, not 
so happy but she's better. 

A. It's too quiet. (laughs) 
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Q. Of course, you'd be used to the middle of the town in Bruce Street. So when you lived with your parents, 
did you go out a lot at night when you were older, sort of teenager, that sort of thing? 

A. Just went to the pictures. 

 

Q. To dance halls? 

A. No, we never went to the dances. 

Sister You see the war was on, from about fourteen to eighteen you had a good time during the war. 

 

Q. Tell me about that. Do you remember the day the war started? Do you remember how you heard about 
it? 

A. ‘Cause we didnae worry the same about wars or anything at that age you know. 

 

Q. This would be the First World War? 

A. First World War, uh-huh. I can mind of taking the terrible ‘flu. It was the First World War, you took it. 

Sister Oh we were all about dead, it's a wonder we didnae die. My brother and I lay for three days, we never 
ate food, nothing. 

A. They never moved, they slept all the time. 

Sister Slept for three days and everybody was dying off all round about. That was a dreadful ‘flu. 

 

Q. That would be 1914? 

A. That's right, they wouldnae come to you because they would get smitted. 

Sister Oh yes, it was a dreadful thing. 

 

Q. So the doctors wouldn't come? 

A. No, nor any of your neighbours or that because, <..pause..> 

Sister Nobody never come near you, that's true, to help you like, you just had to lie yourselves. I cannae 
remember lying in bed with that thing? 

A. Aye, you and Jock was the two, and I was in bed too, and my mother, then they took her away to the 
Infirmary. 'Cause my brother came back from, <..pause..> he was a prisoner of war and I think he brought 
it with him across. 

Sister Aye that's right, my brother brought it back. I can remember him coming back from the war. 

 

Q. And was it a ‘flu or was it a virus? 

Sister Oh it was a dreadful ‘flu. It was an awful ‘flu, it killed hundreds of people. 

 

Q. And what sort of treatment did the doctors give? 

Sister I don't remember getting any treatment, slept it off. 

A. Just let you sleep. I can mind the doctors telling us, coming in saying, "You're lying there like a lot of 
pigs!" We were all lying. 

Sister We were all dead, there was nobody coming to help us. It wasnae like getting the District Nurses and 
things like nowadays, you just had… <..pause..> 

A. Still my father never took ill and a sister never took it. 

 

Q. 1914 the war started, what were you doing then? Were you working then? 

A. I cannae mind. 

 

Q. You must've just started at? <..pause..> 

Sister Were you not just at home at that time? How did you go when you told me about going up the Arcade 
with somebody, <..pause..> with the girl, <..pause..> 

A. Oh, we got chased. You wouldnae get to stand in the Arcade long ago, they chased you. 

Sister That's right. 

A. Long ago they wouldnae let you stand. 
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Q. Was that where you used to gather? 

A. Aye, on a Sunday night, and it was packed yon place, the Arcade. 

 

Q. Was it young people? 

A. Aye, just all young folk. 

 

Q. Was there a cafe or anything where you could have a cup of coffee or something like that? 

A. No, and even if you stood in a close along the street, the policeman came and put you out. 

 

Q. Did the police patrol quite a bit then? 

Sister Oh aye, the police were on the street all the time, that's where you miss them now. Oh yes, they 
paraded all the time, two at a time they used to. 

A. Put you out the close. By the time they went away you just went back in again. (laughs) 

Sister The men used to stand at the Post Office, a lot of the young lads from the boating club used to stand at 
the Post Office and they would shift them on. 

A. Oh they wouldnae let you stand. 

Sister But they were there all the time, the policemen. 

 

Q. And the First World War, can you remember of any sort of change in your life or did things go on for you 
just much the same? 

A. Oh I don't know, I cannae mind. 

Sister Was there any difference in the food or anything? Did you get anything different? 

A. What did we get? Was it the Second World War? 

Sister I was fairly young, I was only born in 1913 you see. 

A. I cannae mind much about it either, the First World War. 

Sister I remember one of my uncles coming home. 

A. Two of them, two of them were killed. 

Sister I don't remember the other one, but I remember one, he sat at a wee corner table. I remember him 
coming home and I remember my brother coming home. 

 

Q. You were saying that your brother was a prisoner of war? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

Sister Aye, he came home though and I remember him with his big kit bag, in fact I just threw it out the other 
day. A big kit bag and he had those big hard biscuits that they used to get, that they got to eat. I can 
remember him coming home, but that's as far back as I can go. 

 

Q. Were there any children evacuees? 

Sister No, nothing like that, no. It was a different type of war altogether from the second one. 

A. They took the kids away, some of the kids to different places though. 

Sister Not the First World War did they? 

A. Was that the Second World War? 

Sister I think it was the Second World War, but the First World War there wouldnae be any real reason to take 
any children away anywhere? 

A. No, 'cause they werenae bombing from the top. 

Sister No. 

 

Q. The Second World War, what sort of memories have you got of it? You were saying about children 
being taken away? 

A. Mm-hmm, they took the kids away to different places. 

Sister That's right, uh-huh, evacuated them but you were to be a fire watcher. Now Mrs. Ul was looking after 
my mother and yet because she wasnae away doing anything else they wanted her to be a fire watcher 
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and I think you took over the fire watching down to Wallace Street. Do you remember that? And you'd to 
go on the Monday and I was expecting my baby, my son, just about that time and I had to come along 
to look after my mother because I knew Mrs. Ul was going down to Wallace Street, and I rushed along 
the road on the Monday, and Bill arrived with the excitement an the Wednesday. That's true, and I don't 
know what happened with the fire watching at that time. 

A. I think the siren went kinda quick that day, and I was glad when it was finished. 

Sister The war would be finished then, I think they'd just finished it off. 

A. I was glad. 

Sister Had a smashing time during the war. (laughter) 

 

Q. Right, come on then! 

Sister Do you remember, our neighbours used to come down, we were in the middle flat in Bruce Street you 
see. We were in the middle flat and all the neighbours would come down from the top flat, old Mrs. Dick 
would come down and she always brought her tin of biscuits and everything all mixed up. And did she 
bring her wee dog with her? Had she not a wee dog at that time? A wee terrier dog or something used 
to come in. 

A. I cannae mind. 

Sister Oh we all hung around there waiting on the thing and then the next door neighbour, she was an old 
Aberdonian, do you remember Mrs. Ross? She used to crawl about on her hands and knees with a 
cushion on her head and her handbag over her arm. Now what good that was going to do if a bomb 
dropped, I would never know! 

A. Well you could hear them passing. 

Sister Oh aye, the night they passed over to Clydebank was really a dreadful night, yes, because we could go 
out to our staircase window and we watched and we saw the things, and we heard the awful drone, it 
had an awful sound. It was different from our own aeroplanes altogether, you'd think that they were 
always going to stop. And it went right over to Clydebank. We saw the sky all lit up, it was a dreadful, 
dreadful feeling, it really was but, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did rationing affect you much? 

Sister Oh aye, oh yes, and you know you felt that some of the shops; they got their stuff in and I had a feeling 
that they liked to see a queue outside their door, I don't know why it was. Some of the shops used to get 
bananas and you had to go and queue for maybe two bananas or something like that. 

A. I know, aye. 

 

Q. Was there a black market? 

Sister Oh they had a black market too, oh aye, oh aye. And sometimes if you knew the butcher he would 
maybe give you a wee bit extra or something like that, you know, uh-huh. 

 

Q. That wasn't so bad. 

Sister That's right, and you got that, <..pause..> oh sugar, I got married and I couldnae get a wedding cake or 
anything, you couldnae get icing sugar or anything to do it, you see. It was just, I got married just about 
the time the war was, <..pause..> just the middle of the war you know. Remember that. And then I had the 
wireless on with yon Joyce who used to speak on the wireless, he was a dreadful man, he was a traitor 
and he used to tell you all the things that were happening and all the boats that had gone down, just a 
lot of lies and oh we had many a row in the house, one wanted to put it on and another wanted to put it 
off and, do you remember that Joyce that used to be on? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

Sister He was a dreadful man. 

A. And ‘Germany Calling’. 

Sister ‘Germany Calling’ played all the time. 

A. Our budgie got to say it, our budgie started ‘Germany Calling’. (laughs) 

Sister That's right. (laughs) 

A. Cause the cage was just beside it. 

Sister Just beside it and it used to say, ‘Germany Calling, Germany Calling’. (laughs) Oh he was a vicious 
man, was he not shot or something? I think he was destroyed. 
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Q. The bird? 

Sister No, not the bird but the man! (laughs) 

A. The German. 

Sister Joyce himself. Oh no the bird was left to live! (laughs) 

A. I mind of putting it on, they used to get fair wild with me when I put him on. 

Sister Oh aye, I was going to smash the wireless in, there was no televison in those days, just the wireless. 
When he used to come on I was going to, <..pause..> 

A. In fact I think that's the wee wireless across there. 

Sister I believe it is, that's the same one you've got. 

 

Q. So you just spent the sort of latter part after the Second World War looking after your mother? 

A. Aye. 

Sister After my mother, aye. Then my brother, looked after my brother after that. My brother wasnae married 
either you see so he stayed with my sister. 

 

Q. Well that's great! Thank you very much.
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1899 Paper Mill Worker; Biscuit Factory Worker; Munitions Work in First World 
War; Egg Grading in Second World War; Housemaid; School Cleaner 

 
Interviewee Code B3 
Interview Conducted 15th October 1987 
Interview Sharon Little 
Transcribed by A.P. Turner 
 

Q.  Can you tell me what year you were born? 

A. 1899. 

 

Q. And where were you born? 

A. In West Cumbria <..pause..> Dereham. My birth certificate from Cockermouth. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. I was fourteen when we left there. We went to Fifeshire and my dad was in the pit and we were just two 
year there and we come back to Carlisle. And then the War was on, the First World War, and I went 
onto munitions at Mossband. 

 

Q. And how many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. <..pause..> I had three sisters. 

 

Q. Who was the eldest? 

A. <..pause..> My sister Mary, she was five year older than me. 

 

Q. And what were you? 

A. <..pause..> And then there was Annie <..pause..> she was <..pause..> let's see, I've got it all wrong. 
(Whispered) <..pause..> Mary <..pause..> then there was me. Five year after you know, and my other sister, 
the second one, died, she was two and three months and then the one under me, four years under me, 
she's still living. 

 

Q. Do you know how old your parents were when you were born? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. Well when first they were married they were farming and then my dad got in with the miners down in 
West Cumbria and he thought he would go into the pit to look after the ponies and he didn't like it, so, 
that's when they come back to Carlisle. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs, like casual jobs or anything? 

A. Well he used to work at the farms 'cause he was keen on farm work, but he was fifty eight when he 
finished work. 

 

Q. What jobs did your mother do before she was married? 

A. My mother? My mother was a cook, that was the kind of work they did them days, in big houses and 
she was seven year and she got a set of china and then she was nine year she got a copper kettle, 
that's what they gave them in them days. (laughing) 

 

Q. Did she ever work after she was married? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church? 
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A. Oh yes, yes. A Wesleyan, we're Wesleyans. 

 

Q. And what's that? 

A. Well, the Wesleyan Chapel. My mother's father, he was a preacher in the Wesleyan Chapel. 

 

Q. Did both your mother and father go to church? 

A. Oh, my father didn't, but my mother did. 

 

Q. And did your parents take any interest in politics at all? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Do you know what parties they voted for? 

A. My father was Labour. He was Liberal and then he turned Labour. 

 

Q. And what about your mother? 

A. She would go with him, she would be the same as my dad. (laughs) 

 

Q. Do you know what your parents did in their spare time if they had any? 

A. No, they never were, <..pause..> They had a big garden and my mother used to go up the market with the 
stuff, <..pause..> with the flowers, she was a great one for flowers. 

 

Q. And was your dad a member of the Labour Party? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And was your mother a member of the Co-Op or the Women's? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes, the Co-Operative, yes. 

 

Q. What about the Women's Guild? 

A. No. Well they lived out in the country and there wasn't much on then, you know. Not like today, things 
are better today. 

 

Q. And do you know if your dad was a member of a Trade Union 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your parents take part in any sport? 

A. Yes, my dad used to go wrestling. 

 

Q. Did he? 

A. The Cumberland Style. 

 

Q. That's with the special outfit? 

A. Uh-huh, at the sports and that, oh yes, my dad went to the wrestling. 

 

Q. Could you describe what they wore? 

A. Well they just had shorts on, you know, and <..pause..> just for to be, <..pause..> shorts. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of your parents house? 

A. Oh good memories, you know, we never did wrong 'cause we daren't. (laughs) Oh they were strict, not 
too strict, you know, just ordinary. 

 

Q. And how many rooms did your house have? 
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A. Oh we always had two bedrooms, and a sitting room and a living room, always had two bedrooms 
wherever we went. 

 

Q. And did you share a bedroom 

A. Shared it with my sister. 

 

Q. Did it have a bathroom? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. So what were the washing arrangements? 

A. A tub. (laughs) 

 

Q. Next to the fire? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did anybody else besides your parents live in the house? A lodger or anything? 

A. No, no. No, no. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all of the housework? 

A. Yes. And made all our clothes as well. 

 

Q. Did she make them as well? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. And did she do knitting and? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes, yes. Oh she had a machine and she used to do a lot. 

 

Q. What sort of shoes did you get? 

A. Shoes? We wore clogs. 

 

Q. Clogs? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What were they like? 

A. Well in Cumbria, you wore clogs, just like Lancashire you know, we wore clogs and we had shoes for 
Sunday for to go to the church. 

 

Q. What were they like? What were your Sunday shoes like? 

A. Just ordinary shoes, laced shoes and boots, boots. Yes, but we wore clogs, went to school with clogs 
on. 

 

Q. And what about washing clothes? 

A. Oh we had the outside wash-house, yes. In them days that was the way you lived, you know. 

 

Q. Did your mother pay anyone to help in the house? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your father help with the housework ever? 

A. Oh yes, when they got older he did the rugs for her and he always did the vegetables, the potatoes, that 
was his job always. 
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Q. Did he look after you when you were a child? 

A. Oh well, no, my mother was always active you know. 

 

Q. Did he read to you and tell you stories? 

A. No, no, in them days I don't think they could read very much, we're going back a long way you know. 

 

Q. Did he take you for walks? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you have any jobs to do round the house? 

A. We never did any work, my mother did it all. She was that type you know. No, my mother did all the 
work, there never was anything for us to do. 

 

Q. And what kind of meals did you have as a child? 

A. Meals? Oh we got good meals, good meals. We always come home from school at dinner time, twelve 
o'clock and we got our dinner, we always got a good meal. My mother was brought up that way. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you have? 

A. Oh well, we're not broth people down West Cumbria, it was hot pots in the oven, hot pots and <..pause..> 
spotted dog, boiled pudding, you know. 

 

Q. What's that? 

A. You never seen spotted dog? Pease pudding and spotted dog, it's roly-poly in a cloth and boil it on the 
fire. 

 

Q. Oh? 

A. Yes, we used to call it spotted dog. Suet dumplings and things like that, that's the English style. Hot 
pots, hot pots, roasts on a Sunday and then hot pots on a Monday. 

 

Q. And what was your favourite meal? 

A. Oh I don't know <..pause..> we just ate what we got, what was put down to us. 

 

Q. And did you have anything different on Sundays? 

A. Oh yes, we always had a roast, Yorkshire pudding and a veg, you know, and rice puddings, all done in 
the oven, all in the oven, not on the fire. 

 

Q. Did your mother eat well? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. And where did your parents do the shopping? 

A. My mother went to the Co-Op, and then they used to have the vans used to come out and get the hot 
things, but my mother got the messages in for a week, people did then, they got them in for a week 
because they would have to walk to the shops, they had to walk to the shops. 

 

Q. And where did they get furniture and things like that? 

A. Oh just ordinary shops, you know. They didn't chop and change like they do now, 

 

Q. And what about clothes? If they bought clothes where did they buy them? 

A. Just anywhere I would think, you know. My mother used to get material and make your things, you 
know, dresses and that. They had to do it to save the coppers. 

 

Q. And did you go shopping with your mum and dad? Can you remember? 
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A. No, no, we were never taken out, you know, like that. Sometimes at the weekend we'd go down into 
Maryport to the shops with my mother, you know, when she was going to be staying a bit. 

 

Q. And what do you remember of them? 

A. Oh well, good parents and they were kind to us, they helped us when we got married. 

 

Q. Did you celebrate special occasions like birthdays? 

A. Oh yes, just in the house on our own. My mother would make a wee cake, that was just until, <..pause..> 
you know, say, "Oh it's your birthday the day, we'll have a wee cake". 

 

Q. And what sort of a cake was it? 

A. Well, a fruit loaf, a fruit loaf she would make. 

 

Q. And what about Christmas? 

A. Oh well we always had a good do on Christmas. But no spirits, my mother used to make, <..pause..> all 
the women made it, ginger wine and elderberry wine and things like that and we would have a goose 
and my mother would have a lump piece of ham or a tongue. We had a big feast at Christmas but 
nothing at New Year, we didn't keep New Year. 

 

Q. Well that's more a Scottish thing isn't it? 

A. Yes, we didn't keep, <..pause..> it's more now but we never kept New Year, it was just an ordinary day to 
us, New Year. 

 

Q. And did you hang your stocking up? 

A. Oh yes, yes, hung the stocking at the fireplace. 

 

Q. Did you get an apple and an orange? 

A. Yes, sometimes cinders was put in for fun with my elder sister, you know. An apple, an orange, and 
nuts, we had all them in our stockings but you didn't get much toys. 

 

Q. No, not in those days? 

A. No, there was no toys, just wee thrup'penny pigs and things like that, you know, sugar pigs, there wasn't 
any toys. Wooden dolls, (laughs) anybody of my age knows of that. (laughing) 

 

Q. And did your parents ever play games with you? 

A. Oh well we used to have Ludo and Dominoes and that you know, Snakes and Ladders, yes. We got 
them for Christmas, you got a game, if you got a Snake and Ladders, one got the Domino and then you 
had the games for, <..pause..> because you stayed in at nights, you were put to bed soon, you know. 

 

Q. Did you have any books to read at home? 

A. Just a few story books, you know, they didn't have the money to buy all them things, so I'm telling you 
the truth. 

 

Q. Oh yes, I think everybody was the same. 

A. They were all the same and then when you got a comic, ‘Comic Cuts’, that's what it was, you shared it 
with somebody else and you got theirs, you shared it. 

 

Q. Can you remember what books that you did have? 

A. Oh well I mind it was ‘Comic Cuts’, they just were a penny; some of them were just halfpenny, and you 
shared them. 

 

Q. Did you belong to a library? 

A. No, no. When you came to be fourteen, you went out to work and then you started going to the dancing. 
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Q. Were you taken out visiting neighbours and friends? 

A. Oh yes, yes, my mother used to go one Sunday to friends and then they'd come back to us and they 
had their tea in the parlour. <..pause..> I can mind of that. 

 

Q. Did you ever have any holidays? 

A. Yes, we had a months holiday every year. 

 

Q. Where to? 

A. Well we lived in West Cumbria, down there we went to Carlisle, outside of Carlisle because my mother’s 
father, they were market gardeners and they had a small holding and my mother went there. We were 
there a week and then we went to another sister of my mother’s, and she had a farm at Hawksdale, 
Dolston, outside of Dolston and another one, the one at Kirkandrews, a farm, and we were there a 
week. My mother worked when she was there, it was harvest time and she helped at the harvest and 
baked for them. She would pay nothing, you know, she wouldn't pay anything, we would be kept and 
then she had a week went round my father's people, visiting them. My mother had seven sisters, my 
father had seven brothers, you see, big families and we were the only ones which was away. I can mind 
of that. 

 

Q. So was your dad at home at this time? 

A. He stayed at home, he stayed at home. 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. <..pause..> No, not much. My sister, she was married during the First World War and we had just a quiet 
wedding. It was just a quiet wedding, he come on leave, he was in the Air Force and he come on leave 
and she got married. She died when she was twenty five. 

 

Q. How did you spend Sundays in those days? 

A. Sundays? Well we went to the Wesleyan Chapel on a Sunday to the Bible class and then we went at 
night to the, <..pause..> it used to be from six o'clock to seven and then my mother used to meet us 
outside and then we used to, <..pause..> it was maybe our turn for to go visiting, you see, and she was 
waiting for us. 

 

Q. Outside the church? 

A. Yes, yes. We called it the Chapel, the Wesleyan Chapel. 

 

Q. And did you go to Sunday School? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And what sort of things did you do at Sunday School? 

A. Oh well, just reading out of the Bible and the teachers would tell you stories, you know, tell you stories, 
Bible stories, things like that. And then you would have wee concerts later on. 

 

Q. Were you in the Temperence Club or the Band of Hope or anything like that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Were you ever at evening classes? 

A. No, nothing like that. (laughs) 

 

Q. And you were saying you had different boots on Sundays? What sort of clothes did you have on 
Sundays? 

A. Oh we had Sunday clothes. 
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Q. What were they like? 

A. Oh just, <..pause..> well I showed you a photo, just a dress, dresses and, <..pause..> I cannae mind, I really 
cannae mind what kind of coats we had. The weather used to be better than what it is now. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Oh yes, we had to say it, we'd to kneel down at the bed and say our prayers. In them days all the 
children did that, we weren't the only ones, that was the way they were brought up. 

 

Q. And was religion important to you when you were a child? 

A. Well, just took it in our stride, you know, we knew nothing else. It's the way of life, it was the way of life. 

 

Q. That was what it was like then? 

A. Uh-huh, yes. 

 

Q. And who did you play with when you were a child? 

A. Oh well there was different ones, you know. 

 

Q. What about your brothers and sisters, did you play with them? Or your sisters? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What sort of games did you play? 

A. Lots of games, you know, you'd play marbles and that with the boys, (laughs) and you had hoops, you 
know, and skipping and things like that. You had games outside you had games outside, marbles and, 
<..pause..> see, in Scotland they have the different names for them. 

 

Q. Uh-huh, things like Peever and Kick-the-Can. 

A. Yes, that's right, yes. We used to call it Hoppy-bed. 

 

Q. What was that? 

A. Hoppy-bed. 

 

Q. Hoppy-bed? 

A. Yes, you hopped from one bed to another, and that's why we called it Hoppy-bed, they have a different 
name for it in Scotland. 

 

Q. Can you remember any other ones? 

A. And skipping and then hide and seek and things like that, you had to play them. 

 

Q. Did you have any toys to play with? 

A. No, we never had much toys. We had teddy bears and things, we got teddy bears and dolls, and we 
dressed dolls, you made wee dresses, you know, for them. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Oh, we were dirty all right, (laughs) just the usual, you know. 

 

Q. Did the boys and the girls play the same games? 

A. Yes, much the same, they played with the boys, you played with them. 

 

Q. And were you allowed to play with anybody that you wanted to? Your mum didn't stop you? 

A. Mm mm, oh yes, never complained, never, no. If we fell out with them they didn't take any part in that, 
just, they left you to get on with it, you know, squabbling. (laughs) 
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Q. And how did you spend your time away from school and at weekends? 

A. Oh well, just ordinary, you know. 

 

Q. Just playing with your friends? 

A. Playing and that, yes. 

 

Q. Did you have any special hobbies? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Like cycling? 

A. Cycling? Oh we had bikes. 

 

Q. Uh-huh? 

A. Uh-huh. We used to go about, you know. 

 

Q. So did you go for picnics and things like that or just? <..pause..> 

A. No, no. The Sunday School trips and things like that, you know, went to Keswick and Silloth, the 
Sunday School trips. 

 

Q. Did you collect scraps? 

A. Yes, and we used to have a scrap book, made scrap books, we all had scrap books and, <..pause..> the 
Father Christmas and all them things, we put them in the scrap book. Oh that's what we used to do at 
winter nights, with our scrap books and pictures, you know, out of papers, we put them in the scrap 
book. 

 

Q. And what sort of scraps did you have? Did you have little angels and? <..pause..> 

A. Angels and things like that, used to get a lot of that, and Christmas cards, cut the nice bits off and put 
them in the scrap book, put them in the scrap book, oh we had scrap books, my mother kept them for 
years. 

 

Q. Did you have any pets? 

A. A cat. 

 

Q. What was it called? 

A. My mother never gave it a name, she used to go “Chhhhh chhhhh”, (laughs) oh yes, we always had a 
cat because we had hens and ducks and the stuff was kept out in the wash-house and the cat was in 
there 'cause there could be mice and the cat slept in the wash-house. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any youth organisation, like Guides or anything? 

A. No. Where we were there wasn't anything like that. 

 

Q. Was there a cinema near you? 

A. No. You had to go about two miles or three miles to a cinema, but we never went. 

 

Q. Did you never go? 

A. No. When circuses come we went to that. 

 

Q. Oh, and what were the circuses like in those days? 

A. Oh they were all right, they were just on the street, just wee places, you know, yes. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever give you any pocket money? 
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A. No, you never got pocket money, but when we went to the circus, do you know how much it was? Two 
pence, tuppence to the circus every night, and we went to that. If we went anywhere, if they were going 
to trips and that, we got money to spend, it wasn't much, about a sixpence, that's all, if you got sixpence 
sometimes. They hadn't the money, they hadn't the money. 

 

Q. No, no, everybody was the same. 

A. No, they hadn't it, but they brought you up alright. 

 

Q. What did you spend your money on if you did get money? 

A. Oh just <..pause..> 

 

Q. Sweeties and? <..pause..> 

A. You weren't used to sweets because there wasn't a great lot of sweets, not sweets like there is now, 
chocolate or that, there wasn't chocolate and there wasn't any, <..pause..> just a plain biscuit, there wasn't 
any cream biscuits, not like today, there was no chocolate biscuits or nothing like that. Things came on 
after I left school, but we were happy, we were happy, we knew no different. 

 

Q. Were you given lessons by anybody before you went to school? Like your sisters? 

A. No, no, just the school. 

 

Q. How old were you when you went to school? 

A. Five, you had to be five before you went to school. 

 

Q. And what type of school was it? 

A. A mixed school. 

 

Q. And was it a village school? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And what did you think of it? 

A. It was alright. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you enjoy it? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. Yes, alright. If you got the cane you had done something, cannae mind of it. 

 

Q. So was that the punishments, the cane, the strap? 

A. Yes, they used to give you the cane. 

 

Q. And what did you have to do to get the cane? 

A. Oh I don't know what you would do but I cannae never mind of getting the cane, you know, I would get it 
likely. (laughs) 

 

Q. What subjects did you get? 

A. Oh well, <..pause..> there was Reading, and Sums and all that, you know, stories. 

 

Q. Did you get any sort of Sciences? 

A. Prizes, yes you got prizes for anything you did. 
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Q. Did you ever get any? 

A. Yes, I had one for writing, uh-huh, but there wasnae a great lot of prizes, even the Education hadn't the 
money to, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did boys and girls get taught the same subjects? 

A. Yes. Of course it was a mixed school. 

 

Q. And what did you wear to school? 

A. Just your ordinary dresses and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Your clogs? 

A. Yes, just ordinary. 

 

Q. And was everybody dressed the same? <..pause..> 

A. We were all much the same, you know. 

 

Q. What did you do at play times? 

A. Just played about for the short time you got, you know. Just much the same as what it is today, 
cloakrooms and wash basins and, <..pause..> just the same. 

 

Q. Did you go onto another school afterwards? 

A. No, no, just finished it, 'cause when I was fourteen we went to Fifeshire to live. 

 

Q. And would you have stayed longer at school if you had the choice? 

A. I don't think it, no. 

 

Q. Did you ever attend part-time education after that, like evening classes? 

A. No, no, no. 

 

Q. While you were at school, did you ever do any part-time jobs? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So what was your first full time job? 

A. My first full time job was when we went to Fifeshire, into Fife and I worked in the Paper Mill at ******. 

 

Q. And can you describe what you did? 

A. Tied up the sheets of paper, two of us, in bundles for to be sent out. 

 

Q. And how did you get your job? 

A. Oh you just went and asked for a job, there was nothing, no buroos or anything like that, no labour 
exchanges, just went and asked for a job and you got it the next, <..pause..> you started the next day. 

 

Q. And how did you learn the job? 

A. Oh they just put you on the job and you had to do it, you know, just tying up the bundles, two of you. 

 

Q. And can you remember what hours you had to work? 

A. Started at six in the morning 'til five. 

 

Q. Did you have any breaks for meals? 

A. Uh-huh, yes, you had a tea break about ten o'clock, then you had a lunch hour, tea break in the 
afternoon. And you had to walk there and walk back. 
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Q. How long was it? How long a walk? 

A. It was a good walk, a couple of miles, (laughing) then we got bikes, and that was better. 

 

Q. Did you work on Saturdays or Sundays? 

A. No. Saturday morning you worked 'til twelve o'clock. 

 

Q. And how much were you paid? 

A. <..pause..> I cannae mind, about fifteen shillings I would say. 

 

Q. And did you think that was a fair wage? 

A. Well there wasn't anybody to tell you, there wasn't any Unions then, there wasn't any Unions to go to, 
you know, you just had to take what the manager gave you. 

 

Q. And did you have any holidays with pay? 

A. No, you had no holidays with pay. You were a week off but you didn't get paid, you didn't get paid for 
Christmas Day either. 

 

Q. And did you give all of the money to your mother? All your wages and that? 

A. Yes, then you got pocket money. 

 

Q. How much pocket money did you get? 

A. About a shilling. It was just sixpence to go to the dance, you know, and then things got better. We got 
older then when we come back to Carlisle. <..pause..> We left Fifeshire, we come back to Carlisle. 
<..pause..> I went into Carr’s Biscuit Works. 

 

Q. And what did you do in there? 

A. That was in the chocolate dipping. 

 

Q. Uh-huh? 

A. Sweets on the chocolate dipping and we were on piece and we had to do <..pause..> we had two pound a 
week then and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. That's a big difference. 

A. Yes, two pound, and you were on piece, and we did that much we broke the rates and they dropped the 
rates, you were on piece for so many trays you did, that’s how they worked with you. Then I left there 
and went to Mossband, the War was on you see and that was alright, and you got the train from Carlisle 
'til Mossband. There were three shifts, the day shift, afternoon, and nights. 

 

Q. And what did you do there? 

A. Oh it was cordite. You were on trucks taking to these magazines and then this cordite went into this 
cylinder and you'd to press it down and it would come out like spaghetti, long thin stuff, just like 
spaghetti and it had to be put into bags, it went into bags, and then there was somebody else come and 
got it on the trucks and took it to the <..pause..> magazines. Some days you were on that yourself, they 
shifted you about, you know. 

 

Q. And how did you get that job? 

A. <..pause..> I just went to see about it. (laughs) 

 

Q. And how much did you get paid? 

A. I couldnae mind. It wasnae bad, you know. <..pause..> It would be maybe about four pound, the wages. 
But the wages, that was good, that was good. 
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Q. And did you get on with the people that you worked with? 

A. Oh yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Was there always a good sort of atmosphere, good working atmosphere? 

A. Mm-hmm, oh yes, there was never any quarrelling in any of the places, never any quarrelling. 

 

Q. And could you relax when you were working? 

A. No, you had to go at it all the time. You didn't get slackening up, there was always somebody watching 
you. 

 

Q. And how did you feel about your employer? 

A. <..pause..> Well they were chargehands that were over you, you know, they had to do their work as well. 

 

Q. And was there a Trade Union there? 

A. No. 

 

Q. If anybody left was there a presentation to them? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And how long did you work for them? 

A. I worked 'til the War was finished and that was the finish, you know, then went back to Carr’s. 

 

Q. You went back to Carr’s? 

A. Carr’s Biscuit Works. 

 

Q. And when did you finish working there? 

A. When I got married. 

 

Q. So was it usual to leave your work when you got married? 

A. <..pause..> Well they generally did then, yes, they didnae work on, no. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to stay on if you were married? 

A. <..pause..> No, they expected you to leave, you had to leave. 

 

Q. Would you have liked to do different sort of jobs or were you happy with the ones that you did do? 

A. No, happy with the work, you had plenty of pals what was in the same kind of work. 

 

Q. Did you still live at home when you were working? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time away from work? 

A. We used to go up the dancing. 

 

Q. Uh-huh? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do there? Did you go with your friends or did you go with your boyfriend? 

A. Oh went with a friend, no, went with a lot of girls, all went. 

 

Q. And what sort of music was it that they had? 
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A. Oh they were just accordians and that, you know. 

 

Q. Did you go to any clubs or anything? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And how did you spend your Sundays when you were working? 

A. Oh we used to go out, and go places, you know. 

 

Q. And did religion mean more or less to you after childhood? 

A. <..pause..> No. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was it much the same? 

A. Yes. You just got on with different friends and every Sunday you went away walks and that, you know. 

 

Q. And did you take an interest in politics? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. And did you still go on your holidays when you were working? 

A. Well you just went with your pals, maybe went to Silloth for a week, and you went camping with a few 
girls, you know, and then you went to the dances at night. 

 

Q. And so did you make lots of new friends 

A. Oh yes, yes, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And was there any special places where young men and women would meet? 

A. I never bothered about that, you know, never went into public houses or anything like that, clubs, no. 

 

Q. Did your parents always meet your friends? 

A. Oh we didn't go very much. Sometimes I would take pals out on a Sunday, they would come out for 
their tea, come out for tea, you know. 

 

Q. Did your parents expect to know where you were all the time? 

A. No, no, they didn't bother. But my dad, he didn't believe in you being out late at night, he liked you in at 
ten o'clock, you had to be in at ten o'clock. Well the rest of them, they were in at ten o'clock, there 
wasn't no late nights or anything like that. If we were going to a dance and it was maybe special, we had 
to ask permission for to go. 

 

Q. And what age were you when you were married? 

A. Twenty. 

 

Q. And how long had you known your husband? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> about eighteen months to two year. 

 

Q. And what age was he? 

A. He was two year older than me. 

 

Q. And how did you meet him? 

A. <..pause..> Through a pal. We were going down to the fairground and she had a pal and he had just come 
out of the Army so, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And where did he come from? 
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A. He was in Carlisle but he belonged to Penrith, he was born in Penrith. 

 

Q. Did he come from the same sort of background as you did? 

A. Oh yes, just much the same. 

 

Q. Did you get engaged? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you manage to get things like furniture for setting up home? 

A. Well we stayed with my husband's mother for a wee while 'til we got a house and then you just got what 
was needed and just worked along that line. He worked on the railway, he was a fireman on the railway. 

 

Q. Can you describe your wedding? 

A. Oh, just a quiet affair, just a family affair. 

 

Q. And what did you wear? 

A. I had a navy blue costume on <..pause..> and a big hat. It was just in the house, you know, just in the 
house. 

 

Q. Did you have a sort of reception? 

A. Yes, just a few. You didnae have a lot to do, you know, just ordinary, you didnae get a lot of presents 
them days, you were all in the same boat. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And you were saying your husband's job was a fireman, he was a fireman on the railroads? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs after that? 

A. <..pause..> Well he come to Stirling, you see, he was transferred to Stirling, that's how we come in to 
Stirling. We come to Stirling and he failed for driving, with eyesight, colour blind, then he got offered a 
job in Stirling so he just, <..pause..> he came here and we got a house at Springfield Place, down beside 
the railway. 

 

Q. And what job did he do up here? 

A. He was making engines ready for the road and that. 

 

Q. Do you remember the first house that you got? 

A. Yes. My first house was a bungalow in Carlisle but it belonged to the Council, that was the first house, 
and two bedrooms, a bathroom, a kitchenette, a garden, back and front, <..pause..> and I was eleven 
year in that, 'til he was transferred to Stirling you see. 

 

Q. And how did you move house? Was it by car? 

A. The railway. We moved house with the railway, with the railway van come and collected our furniture 
and brought it to Stirling and it was just a room and kitchen house and we were lost with just a wee 
place. You know, in a tenement block, and we were three year in that 'til we were bombed out. The War 
was on then, that was 1937 we come here and the War was on and Springfield Place beside the 
railway, them houses is away now, it's, <..pause..> what is it? The big furniture place down there, where 
Player’s factory was and that, down there. There were houses down there and we got a house up in 
Morris Terrace and one tenant went to Morris Terrace, the next tenant who went in, got it at Linden 
Avenue. When we went to Morris Terrace well, I'd never been used to tenement blocks, you know, and 
that's where my husband died, up in Morris Terrace and then I got an exchange out here about, 
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<..pause..> thirty-three year here and then after he died I got a job in Sauchie House as housemaid and 
then when I come out here I got into the school, St. Modan’s. 

 

Q. Did you have any children? 

A. Yes, two daughters. One's sixty-seven in November and the other one's sixty-four. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children that you wanted? 

A. Well, that's the amount I got. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you know anything about birth control in those days? 

A. Oh no, we never bothered. 

 

Q. Was anything like that available in those days? 

A. Oh yes, yes, things was just as they are today. 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. No, I never bothered, you know. Not like it is today, you just had to wait and have a nurse at home. 

 

Q. So the children were born at home? 

A. Yes. Well they were both born in Carlisle, both were born in Carlisle. 

 

Q. So when one of the children was born, did you get help from your family? 

A. Oh yes, I went home to have my second one and I went to my husband's mother’s to have the first, they 
wanted that and my mother wanted my second one to be born at home. 

 

Q. Did you have any medical help at the birth? 

A. No, just the mid-wife, you know, the doctor and the mid-wife, that's what you had. 

 

Q. How did you feed your first baby? 

A. The first one, on the breast and then gradually onto the bottle, you know. The second one the same 
way, and then when they were about two months old, put them onto the bottle, you know, that's what 
they believed in then. 

 

Q. How much did your husband have to do with the children when they were young? 

A. Oh he was good, oh yes, he was good. He could watch them when you went out shopping, you could 
have left them and he would have looked after them, they had their bottles and that, you know. 

 

Q. And what kind of medical care was there if you were ill? 

A. Oh well, if you had got a doctor, you had to pay for him, it was paying you know. You had to pay for 
your doctor and you had to pay for your medicine. You had even to pay for the bottle that it was in, there 
wasn't any tablets then and they used to charge you tuppence for the bottle. When you went back to the 
doctor you washed the bottle out and took it back to get it filled; not like today, it's good today, there's 
nothing to complain about, the way things are. 

 

Q. And how much did you have to pay for the doctor? 

A. It used to be three and six a visit, and you didn't pay, they sent the bill to you, you got the bill in. 

 

Q. Did you have an insurance thing? 

A. No. 

 

Q. How did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 

A. Oh we were all right, mm-hmm. 
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Q. Did you know what your husband earned? 

A. <..pause..> He had a good pay because he had overtime and he used to run from Carlisle to Aberdeen 
and that way, you know, and that was <..pause..> when they went from Carlisle to Aberdeen, they were 
on overtime. 

 

Q. And how much would he give to you? 

A. Well I never knew his wage. 

 

Q. Oh I see. 

A. But I always got what did me. And if I was ever hard up I could always fall back on him. 

 

Q. Did he pay any of the bills himself? 

A. No, left everything to me. 

 

Q. And how did you decide how money should be spent on things like furniture and clothes? 

A. Oh well the two of us just, if we wanted anything new, you didn't buy a lot of furniture in them days. No, 
you didn't buy a lot, what you had, <..pause..> you just bought what you needed, not like today. 

 

Q. And how did you manage when your husband was ill or out of work? 

A. <..pause..> He never was out of work, but he was ill for four year before he died, and you had to manage, 
anything we saved up we had to spend because there was nothing, there was no rent rebates or 
nothing. I think if it had been us today and he was ill, we'd got help everywhere, but not then, not in 
1948, that was when he went off ill, 1948 and that was just when the good times was starting to come, 
1948. Beveridge Plans, you know, that was when the good was coming. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Yes, you'd to struggle at times. 

 

Q. If any neighbours were ill or confined to their bed, did anybody help out where you lived? 

A. Oh yes, yes. 

 

Q. So is there a sense of community? Did everybody rally round? 

A. Oh yes, if you were needing them, you know. 

 

Q. And what did they do to help? 

A. Well I've really never needed anybody to come, I've kept well, you know. 

 

Q. Did everybody have the same standard of living? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Yes? 

A. Yes, all just the same. 

 

Q. And do you think yourself a member of a class, like working class or middle class? 

A. Well, a member of the working class. 

 

Q. And did people do their shopping mostly in local corner shops or did they go into town? 

A. <..pause..> Well my mother was a member of the Co-Operative and she went to the, <..pause..> there was 
always a Co-Op in the district. 
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Q. And what about when you were a bit older, when you were married, did you do your shopping in town or 
in corner shops? 

A. No, in the town 'cause I lived in the town. 

 

Q. And did any of the local shops give tick, credit? 

A. Oh there was a lot. I never bothered with that, I just lived according to my wages. 

 

Q. And was there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. So would you say that where you lived was a friendly area? 

A. Yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. There was never any trouble? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And what memories do you have of the Second World War? 

A. Well I was coming to Scotland then and I was just here about two year when we were bombed out in 
Springfield Place, two o'clock in the morning. 

 

Q. Two o'clock? 

A. Dropped a land mine on the football field. 

 

Q. So what damage was done to your house? 

A. The roof. The roof wasn't in, but there was a beam through the ceiling 'cause I had an upstairs house. 

 

Q. And you were saying all the soot came down the chimney? 

A. All the soot, yes. Soot came down and, oh, we were in some mess, and you were in your nightdress 
you know. (laughs) 

 

Q. So what happened? Where were you taken? 

A. Well there was a lot of cars come for help, you know and we were taken to Orchard House, that's in 
Union Street, for a wash and clean up, and then we got a house at Morris Terrace. 

 

Q. So were all the houses demolished, the ones that got bombed? 

A. Uh-huh, the Springfield Place, there just was about, <..pause..> well we were number one and that was 
on to the railway, well they were up and down, you know, the houses, there was about twenty-four 
tenants altogether. 

 

Q. Was anybody badly hurt or did everybody get out? 

A. No, no, we come off fine. 

 

Q. Oh that was lucky, that was good. And what do you remember about the rationing? 

A. Oh the rationing, that was hard. 

 

Q. So how did you get by? 

A. You had to get by. There was always somebody in the family that didn't have sugar, you know, and you 
were just all, <..pause..> But they were strict, they were strict with it.. 

 

Q. And did you do anything special that saved some of the rations or did you have special recipes or 
anything? 
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A. Well you couldn't get the stuff for to bake with or anything like that, it was just queue up whenever 
anything come in. 

 

Q. That's what you were saying, if there was a queue, you'd just go and join it? 

A. That's right. (laughs) Oh it was just queues, but we laugh at it now, we look back, you know, and say 
how well we got through it. 

 

Q. And do you remember any of the evacuees? 

A. There was evacuees but I never took them in 'cause I had two of a family. There was evacuees. 

 

Q. And what do you remember of family life in general during the Second World War? 

A. Oh it was all right, it was just, <..pause..> you didn't know any different, just ordinary people was just all 
the same, we just were all the same, you know. 

 

Q. And did you have any jobs during the War? 

A. <..pause..> Well, when my husband was ill and I couldn't take a job because I'd to look after him. I had a 
wee job at the grading station, egg grading station. 

 

Q. Uh-huh, what was that? 

A. Down at Bridgehaugh and it was the eggs come in from the farmers and they were rationed and you 
were <..pause..> we just had a pound a week at it, and we were there every day mind you. I think two 
o'clock in the afternoon 'til six, a pound we got. 

 

Q. And what did you do? What sort of thing did you do there? 

A. The eggs were graded, and then there was a man there, he packed them all up to send to the shops 
and maybe you would just get one egg each a week. 

 

Q. So did you get an extra one? 

A. We didnae get any extra there 'cause they were all checked in. Sometimes when there was the broken 
eggs, we would have a jar and get them, but they were generally sold to the shops for baking. 
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Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1899. 

 

Q. And where were you born? 

A. Aberdeen. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. Oh, I think about two years. 

 

Q. Two years? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And where did you go from there? 

A. Oh, mother had to come back to Montrose, her mother was in bad health so she came back there. 
Then, later on, she moved for good back to Montrose to live you see. 

 

Q. Did you have any brothers or sisters? 

A. Yes. There was, <..pause..> I had three brothers and two sisters and myself, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. Now, would you know how old your parents were when you were born? Do you have any idea? 

A. I would think they would be about twenty-six. 

 

Q. And what was your father's job? 

A. Well he was a caster in Aberdeen, with Murter and Howie, I think that was the name. 

 

Q. And was that the job he had all his days? 

A. No, when we came back to live in Montrose he got another lorry-man's job, yes. 

 

Q. And did your mother work before she got married? 

A. Yes, she was in a factory, a linen factory in Montrose. 

 

Q. And do you know what she did? 

A. Yes, she was a weaver, a weaver in the factory, yes. 

 

Q. Did she ever talk to you about what she had to do or any experiences at work? 

A. No, not very often because she didn't like it. You see my grandmother had a farm, a dairy farm and she 
had a lot of that work to do, but then when her father died they weren't able to keep it on you see, they 
were needing extra workers. However, my grandmother left the farm and they came to live in the town 
in Montrose. 

 

Q. So did she ever work after she got married? 

A. No, no. Oh no. 
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Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Yes. My mother was a great church woman. 

 

Q. And what denomination was that? 

A. <..pause..> Well, it was a Free Church I would say, yes. They just called it The Old Church but, <..pause..> 
it was a Free Church. Oh she sang in the choir, she was a great singer. 

 

Q. And what about politics; were they interested in politics, your parents? 

A. No, I don't think so. She was ill quite a long time and I think she was more, <..pause..> She didn't go out 
very much you know. 

 

Q. So if they had any spare time, what would they do in their spare time? 

A. Well my mother used to go to the church meetings or anything like that. I can't really tell you what my 
father did, but my mother used to go to the church meetings. She was a great church woman. 

 

Q. Did she have any hobbies? Knitting or crocheting or sewing? 

A. Yes, she was a great sewer I will admit. She wasn't able or she would have been, <..pause..> She was a 
great singer, she used to go to the singing classes and she was a great dancer, she won prizes at 
dancing. 

 

Q. What kind of dancing was that? 

A. Oh Highland dancing, (laughs) oh dear, yes. 

 

Q. So you won't really have any memories of your house in Aberdeen where you were born? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What about your grandmother's house? In Montrose, was it? Do you have any memories of it? 

A. <..pause..> Remembering my grandmother's house? <..pause..> 

 

Q. Or the first house you went to in Montrose? 

A. No, I don't remember that, and I don't remember the second one because I think my mother was very ill 
after we came back to Montrose, and I think I lived for quite a long time with my grandmother, that was 
my mother's mother. I don't remember, <..pause..> but that's only, <..pause..> I don't remember that long 
space you see 'cause I think I had been there, <..pause..> three or three and a half years, I'll say four, 
when I went back to live with my mother and father. 

 

Q. So what about your brothers and was it one sister you had? 

A. <..pause..> Oh she had the four boys. David was next to me, she had one before and he died and then 
she had David. 

 

Q. Did they all stay with your grandmother as well or was it just you? 

A. No, no, that was after I left my grandmother. Mother got another house and I went and lived with them 
and then the rest of the family was born after that you see, I was the oldest. 

 

Q. Have you any memories of your grandmother's house then when you were little? You don't know how 
many rooms it had? Or the furniture? Can you describe it? 

A. The furniture? Oh yes. I will admit she had lovely furniture you see, coming out of a big farmhouse you 
see. 

 

Q. How many rooms were in her house? 

A. <..pause..> Four in the one flat and then she had two up above. I remember that, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. That was four rooms downstairs? 
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A. Yes, and then she had the two up above. 

 

Q. And how was that split? Do you know what was what? Bedroom, living room or what? 

A. Yes. You see the rest of her family used to come for holidays you see and then of course mother 
always had a home of her own you see so, <..pause..> grandmother only kept me when mother was, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework herself? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Did she never have anybody in to help her? Paid help, no? 

A. No, no. No, no, she always did it on her own. And she was very particular let me tell you. (laughs) 

 

Q. Where was the washing done? 

A. Outside. We had to go round what they call the back of the building and you lit your fire. They had what 
they called the washing house, well there was a boiler. You see you lit the fire after you filled the boiler 
with the cold water and then you went round when the water was hot and got your washing done. And 
then you put your clothes, white clothes, into the boiler to boil. 

 

Q. Did she ever send washing out or did she always just do it herself? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did she ever take anybody's in? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Who made or mended the family's clothes? Did she do that as well? 

A. Yes, she did all that as well. 

 

Q. She would make your clothes? 

A. Oh yes, that's right. And then I had to pay attention to see how it was all done after I was old enough. 

 

Q. Did you get many new clothes then? Bought from a shop or was it? <..pause..> 

A. No, <..pause..> not many. I've seen a birthday or a Christmas, <..pause..> We all got something from my 
grandmother, both grandmothers you see. But my mother's mother always gave you clothes. I always 
remember getting a coat you know. (laughs) 

 

Q. What about shoes? 

A. Mother always bought the shoes, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. How was your father with helping your mother in the house? Was he very helpful or? <..pause..> 

A. No, no, I don't remember my father ever doing anything. 

 

Q. Would he do decorating or repairs to the house maybe, or improvements? 

A. No, he didn't seem to bother, no. 

 

Q. What was he like with you and your brothers and that as children? Was he quite good with you? 

A. He was nice enough, but let me tell you, that night I was born there was trouble, he caused trouble in 
the house because it wasn't a son. I remember my mother telling me that. I often used to wonder why 
he didn't seem to have any love for me, how he was for the rest of them you see and I said to my 
mother one day, <..pause..> I must've asked her and she said, "He never wanted you, he wanted a son." 
So he kept it up all these years until mother died and we were all left, my youngest sister was only three 
and I brought her up. He wanted to put, <..pause..> the youngest three into a home and I said no. 
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Q. What age were you then? 

A. Oh I would say, about sixteen. And I said, "No." I said, "Not if I can avoid it!", <..pause..> So him and I had 
words once or twice and I said to ask his sister, she was much older than him, and I said bring her in to 
be in the house and I would go back to work you see. But seemingly him and her didnae get on, he 
wouldn't have it. So I says, "Well you can do what you like but my two sisters and my brother are not 
going into that home." I said, "I'd rather stay home and look after them." So I did it. It wasn't an easy job 
I may tell you. 

 

Q. So did you have any jobs to do around the house when you were little? 

A. Yes, oh yes. I had to work alongside my mother and see how it was done. 

 

Q. Did you have set tasks to do or did you just help in general? 

A. Oh yes, I watched for quite a long time and then after I got older you see I had to do the jobs myself you 
see, and then if they weren't right they had to be done all over again. 

 

Q. And what about the younger ones; did they have things to do as well? 

A. Well you see it was always me that had to do it because they were younger and then she was quite 
often ill you see. That's why I did it. 

 

Q. What illness did your mother have? 

A. <..pause..> She complained about a pain in her leg and the doctor sent her to the Dundee Royal and she 
was cut from there, right down to there and she was away a month I think, or six weeks, and then she 
got home. 

 

Q. Did they find anything wrong with her? 

A. They just said they'd put her through this operation and that was all. And my oldest brother, David, he 
had a birth mark there, just close to the heart and my mother's brother had given her a fright one day 
with a worm and you know she was dead scared of these, and she must've done that, [put her hand to 
her heart] just a week or so before David was born and the older he got, there was no mark or anything 
'til he was quite young and then the older he got; it was spreading and it was getting thick, mother used 
to let me see it. However, she showed it to the doctor and the both of them went to the Dundee Royal 
Infirmary, they both went through an operation and the doctor told mother in Dundee it was just a hair’s 
breadth off [the worm touching] the heart. He says, "If you hadnae come now," he said, "you would have 
lost your son." However, it was quite successful, only after he was home I said to mother one day, I 
said, "Mother, that mark on David, it seems to be sore again." So she showed it to the doctor and he 
gave mother, <..pause..> well, black ointment, just like tar and it burnt right through, burnt the one mark 
that was left. He was never bothered with it anymore. I think it was about a month to six weeks, I had to 
put on this tar sort of stuff, however it burnt it right out and it never bothered him after that. So that was 
lucky. However it didn't affect his health after the operation and then the ointment that was put on, I 
asked David and he said, "No, it isn't sore, it was just like burning." I put it on three times a day you 
know before he went to school in the morning and then at dinner time and then when he came home at 
four and then it was on again at bedtime. 

 

Q. So what kind of meals did you have as a child? What sort of things did you eat then? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> usually porridge and milk in the morning, and dinner time mother always had soup, 
<..pause..> and at tea time, och there was nothing at tea time, well, maybe a bit of cheese or anything like 
that, but I mean no, we didnae seem to be hungry you see. 

 

Q. Did you have anything different on a Sunday? 

A. Yes, on a Sunday we usually had an egg for our breakfast and we had just a cup of cocoa and a biscuit 
or a sandwich when we came home from Sunday School and the church. And then at tea time you got, 
like, your dinner. (laughs) 

 

Q. So where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. Oh we lived beside the Co-Operative stores you see. There was one at one side of the street and then 
one just across the way from where we lived, so it was all right for the grocery line, uh-huh. 
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Q. Did you go shopping with your mother at all? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Did your father ever go with your mother? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Now special occasions, birthdays, Christmas, Hogmanay; were they celebrated when you were a child? 

A. Yes. You know mother always made a dumpling you know, sometimes it was in a cloth and boiled that 
way and then of course with them having the farm they had the big milk flasks you know, the round 
ones, and sometimes she made them in there you know, just for a change. Sometimes we got a small 
gift, but not often because I mean there wasnae the money to, <..pause..> Oh no, there wasnae the 
money. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play games with you? 

A. Well I don't remember my father ever playing, and then of course mother wasn't able you see. 

 

Q. Did you have lots of books in the house at all? 

A. Yes, we had one or two books and then I had one or two prizes at school and I had a Sunday School 
teacher and she always gave you a book at Christmas. It was all about the Bible, her books, very good 
they were. 

 

Q. Did you have a library at all that you could join when you were a child or did you just rely on getting 
books from? <..pause..> 

A. Just the books, yes. No, I never joined any library. 

 

Q. Did you ever go out visiting friends, relations, neighbours, with your parents? 

A. No, mother never went to one. She was nice enough to everyone and the neighbours, but no, she never 
went out visiting. 

 

Q. Did you have any holidays as a child? Go anywhere? 

A. Just once or twice, just for my father's brother was a gardener in Fife at Pitmillie and I remember going 
there twice I think just for the weekend, that was all the holidays. Father was working on the railway that 
time, he was a plate layer. That's the only time. 

 

Q. Did you have a good time? 

A. Yes, it was the country you see and of course their family was just about my age, well the youngest of 
the family was more my age, so I was all right. 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family at all when you were a child? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to anybody's wedding? 

A. No, I was never at a wedding, no. 

 

Q. Now, a Sunday. Can you tell me how you would spend a Sunday? 

A. <..pause..> Well, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you go to Sunday School? 

A. Yes. After breakfast time it was time for church. We were at the church and then when you came out 
the church I think you got the Sunday School class so we then, <..pause..> You came out at twelve 
o'clock then we went out to my father's mother, always for our tea, if it was a good day but if it was 
raining we were at home. And sometimes we went away for a walk, perhaps. Mother was able you see. 
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Q. So could you play in the afternoons? Were you allowed to? 

A. No, no. All boots and shoes was cleaned the night before and of course the dishes and that were all 
washed. But nothing like that, oh no. 

 

Q. You didn't do any work as such or anything on the Sunday? 

A. No, oh no, no, mother didnae believe in that. 

 

Q. So religion was quite important to you as a child then? 

A. Oh yes. Oh dear yes, every Sunday night she held just a small service on her own, singing hymns and 
read out of the Bible and everything like that. 

 

Q. Was that just in the family? 

A. Just the family, yes. 

 

Q. So as a child, who did you play with? Would it be your younger brothers and sisters or? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, there was only one place that I remember, <..pause..> I was at the school of course, not the High 
School but the one, <..pause..> the Elementary School, and next door there was the neighbouring girl. So 
her and I were great friends, kept up right up until she died last year. 

 

Q. Did you ever play games against other groups? Were there? <..pause..> 

A. No. 

 

Q. Nothing like that? 

A. No. You see I was never allowed away like that because there was always work, and that had to be 
done and then of course my lessons, I had to do my lessons. 

 

Q. So what sort of games did you play? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> quite a lot you know. Jumping with the ropes, all the different styles of jumping with the 
ropes, I remember. Hide and Seek and anything like that. Of course sometimes I was never out 
because there was things to be done at home you know. 

 

Q. What sort of toys did you have then? Were they mostly homemade or did you get bought toys? 

A. No, I don't remember toys, no. 

 

Q. Any dolls? 

A. Well I only had one and it was when I was not long started the school, and it was a play and I got a doll 
then from one of my grandmothers. I remember that. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. No, no, I wasnae like that, no. 

 

Q. If you did get dirty would you get into trouble? 

A. Oh yes, she wasnae long in telling you, "Look at the mess you're in!" 

 

Q. So were you free to play with anyone you pleased? 

A. As I wished? No, she'd to know who they were and all about them before you, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And were there ever certain children that she didn't want you to play with? 

A. Yes, quite a few. 

 

Q. Why would that be? 
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A. Well they were just rather wild, and they werenae taught, you know, different things and, <..pause..> no, 
she had no time for wild, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Yes, we quite often did it, yes. 

 

Q. So after school, how would your free time be spent? Doing homework? 

A. Yes, after school, yes, and doing my lessons and then I had to go and see if my grandmothers, both of 
them, if they were needing messages you see. 'Cause one of them lived away out at what we called the 
Hillside, well that was a good bit out and it was far too much of a hill for her to travel out. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies yourself as a child? Did you collect anything or? <..pause..> 

A. No, no, I'd always too much housework to do. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you have any pets? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Take part in any sports? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What about youth organisations? 

A. No, they were in the town but I was never in any of them, <..pause..> I was needed at home and mother 
always just said, "Och well, never mind, you'll get it some day." 

 

Q. What about pictures, the cinema, would you have been taken there at all? 

A. Oh yes, that girl that come to live next door to us, she used to come and ask me to go to the pictures on 
Saturday night and that was where, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So did you get pocket money then to go there? 

A. You got what you had to pay to get in to the pictures, a penny (laughs) and that was all we paid to get 
into the pictures. No, I never had any pocket money, mother didn't have it you see and it was no use. 

 

Q. So before you started school then, were you given any lessons by anyone before? 

A. Before the school? 

 

Q. Before you went to school. 

A. No. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Five. 

 

Q. And what type of school was that? 

A. Well it was the, <..pause..> what we call the Townhead School, but there was a school, a small portion 
was cut off for the younger ones you see and then a wee bit at the back of that small school, there was, 
for the older pupils. 

 

Q. So what did you think of school? 

A. I loved it. The first day I was at school I must've had the hiccups. I just jumped like that and the teacher 
came and she gave me one smack on the side of the head and I went home. I was living with my 
grandmother at that time, so I went home and she said to come and get my dinner and she says, "I'll 
come back with you to the school." 'cause I didnae know the road to the school from her house. I said, 
"I'm not going back to school because the teacher did that." and she says, "Well you must have been 
misbehaving." and of course I got all the rules and regulations, how to behave when I was at school. 
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However, my grandmother must have known that she was bad tempered so she went and she spoke to 
the headmistress and my grandmother had said to her what happened, and she said that I wasnae 
going to come back to school. However, she got into trouble. She could've come and checked me or 
asked why. I said, "It was a hiccup, just the one," and I said, "I couldn't help it." And of course never 
getting out and about in company I was dead scared going to the school, but however, she, the 
headmistress sent for this young girl at the school, she was teaching in the school until the college 
opened so there was no more, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did she treat you any differently after that? 

A. Yes, she never hardly spoke to me until the day I left what I call the big school. 

 

Q. So what punishments were there if you were bad? 

A. In the school? Oh yes, they had straps and then they had the long, <..pause..> what we called the long 
cane, and then they had the short cane, that's what they did. 

 

Q. What did they use them for, the strap and the short cane, long cane? 

A. The short cane was when you just got it on your hands and the strap of course, but the long cane was 
for to show you the long maps, and all the different maps that were hung an the wall. 

 

Q. So what subjects were you taught? Can you remember? 

A. Oh, History, Geography, how to write, and composition. Oh everything I think. 

 

Q. And did boys and girls all get the same things? 

A. Yes, there was one side of the room, one half was boys and the other half was the girls, all much the 
same age you see. 

 

Q. And what did you wear to school? Did you have a uniform? 

A. No, no, we'd no uniform, not unless you went to what we called the High School, or the Academy. You 
had a uniform there but you just wore the ordinary dresses for the other schools. 

 

Q. So what did you do at play times? Did you have a play time? 

A. Yes we had. In the forenoon there was a quarter of an hour and then there was the quarter of an hour in 
the afternoon. 

 

Q. What did you do then? 

A. There wasn't much time for anything, them that lived near-hand the school, they could go but I was too 
far away you see. 

 

Q. So would you go on to the bigger school after the Elementary School? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And that was within the same building as such? 

A. Yes. I didnae go to the High School because you only were allowed five pound and of course my 
mother didn't have five pounds. I won the bursary twice, I won it the first time and then the next time I 
happened to be first again and the headmaster wanted me to follow on to the High School you see, but 
no, mother said five pounds wouldnae keep me. You see you'd to get tennis and all these different 
things, and a uniform, and look at all the books you had to buy and everything else and she said, "Oh 
no," she says, "I havenae got it." so I just had to go to the Highers, not the ordinary school, but we just 
said it was the Higher School, but the High School was quite different, it was called the Academy. 

 

Q. So what age would you have been when you went to just the Higher School then? 

A. Oh I was twelve. We got cookery lessons, we got an afternoon a week, you had to go to cookery 
lessons. And then in the winter time you were shown how to wash different things you know, woollens 
and cottons and all these different things. 
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Q. You were shown that at school? 

A. At the school, yes, a different section, you see, you were shown that. But I mean you only got an hour, 
two hours I think it was when you couldn't see very much or get, <..pause..> I had to go to the washing tub 
and I was soon learned how to wash. (laughs) 

 

Q. So what age were you when you left school then? 

A. Oh, fourteen. 

 

Q. If you could have stayed on longer would you have? 

A. Yes, if mother had been able to keep me on that five pound I would, because I always wanted to benefit 
myself you see and with the headmaster saying that me winning the prizes, I should go. Mother said no 
but when I left school at fourteen I lifted the dux prize, but oh, he came to me and he pleaded with me. I 
said, "Oh no," I said, "it's no use, I've got to go to work." I says, "As long as my mother can walk about 
the house it's all right." Oh I was disappointed, very disappointed 'cause I wanted away to get a better 
education. 

 

Q. So did you ever try any further education then later on? Night classes or anything like that? 

A. No, no, because I was away working. I was in the laundry, my father got me a chance of a job in a 
laundry. 

 

Q. Was that as soon as you left school? 

A. Yes, left the school one day at eleven o'clock and I was in the laundry next morning at six o'clock. 

 

Q. And what job was that doing? 

A. Well you had to begin at the beginning. The collars were all starched; well they'd all to be brushed first 
and then of course they went into the machines to be ironed, and then another machine where they 
were polished, another one where they were turned, you know the single collars with the butterflies, well 
you turned them. You had all that to learn you see, of course I was quite anxious. Then you got to the 
tables. I went to a machine, it was like a mangle you know but the roller was that thickness from the 
ground and went round and round and you put the, <..pause..> sheets and tablecloths, all these wet 
things and flat things, you had pillow cases and all these different things, well we put them through the 
machine damp, they went round and round, then we put them through twice, some of them needed 
three times but they had all to go through twice, the thin sheets, or thin tablecloths or anything like that. 
You'd all that to learn. 

 

Q. And did that dry them, those big rollers? 

A. Yes, mm-hmm. It was heated with steam, I used to turn just a small wheel and oh, you couldnae touch 
it, sometimes I had it on too hot because I mean, you needed it for to dry these thick bedspreads and all 
pillow cases but everything went always through twice. Then, at weekends, I was always finished about 
Friday, sometimes Friday lunch time and then I went to the ironing, learned ironing. You had to finish 
out your week from six in the morning 'til six at night, half an hour for breakfast and an hour for dinner 
and if we were extra busy we'd to work 'til seven. 

 

Q. Was that without extra pay? 

A. Yes. And then on Saturday you had to work 'til twelve o'clock, one o'clock. Five shillings a week, and 
you'd to be at your machine whenever the machinery went on, you'd to be standing with your apron on 
and everything else, ready to start. And you'd to learn how to starch the different articles you see. All the 
same, I liked the work. 

 

Q. Did you? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And where did all these clothes and sheets, bedding and things come from? 
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A. Different houses. There was a van, and the man collected from hotels, restaurants, any household that 
had dirty clothes, they just put them in a pillow case and their name and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Would you have to be a bit better off to be able to send your stuff to a laundry? 

A. No, no, we had quite a lot of the working class. 

 

Q. Was it not expensive then? 

A. Oh no, no, it wasn't, not to us. And then if there was quite a lot of things that had to be hand-washed 
there was two women, they washed them. But the rest, all the white clothes and, <..pause..> different 
things, we had machines you see, just like the washing machine but it went round like that so many 
times and then it would come back and work like that. Well, it soaked them, and then that water was put 
off and then the boiling was put on and then the soap or chemicals, whatever they put in. And they 
boiled so long. Then they had a round machine. After they were all washed and rinsed with cold water 
they were taken out and put into this round machine called the ‘Hydro’, and this wrung the clothes, 
sometimes we couldnae get them out of the Hydro, you see, it was that hard. Then, we had to put them 
in a big trolley and shook them out, separated them all you see and so many got <..pause..> their bath 
towels and underclothing and everything like that. I only kept the flat things like pillow cases and sheets 
and covers and that because the tablecloths and fancy ones I had to starch them, we had a separate 
tub for that. Only one lady got her underclothing slightly starched with the tablecloths, that was Lady 
Kintore at Aberdeen. 

 

Q. Is that right? 

A. Oh yes, she did, I starched them every week, hankies, everything. I said at first, the first week I said, 
"Oh, just her serviettes and her tablecloths". No, no, body linen, everything. 

 

Q. How could she wear them? 

A. Goodness knows. You see the tablecloths, they [the body linen] were made of fine, fine material and 
then after all the tablecloths and all these big things were starched, I put her underclothing and that in 
the starch. Well you see the best of the starch was used, it was much weaker for the clothes, mm-hmm. 
But oh, I couldnae get over it. Handkerchiefs and everything and we had a, <..pause..> She liked all these 
things, tablecloths and handkerchiefs and, <..pause..> didnae matter what it was in that line, all folded in 
threes, three this way and then three that way and of course you usually just put in the two and then, 
<..pause..> No, no and she, <..pause..> and they had to be neat, and if they weren't they were sent back. 

 

Q. Did clothes or things ever get mixed up? How did you do everything without mixing them up? 

A. Well you see each one that had clothes in the laundry, had their own number done with that ink, you 
know that doesn't come out. It was a very interesting job, I did like it but, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So how long were you there? 

A. I don't think I was there two years. She wouldnae give me up my wages, but then I was put on a 
responsible job. I was responsible for the girl that worked with me at the ‘hydro’ you see and you were 
alright if you had a careful girl but you see them that's careless, och you know, don't bother. And I said 
to my mother, "Oh," I said, "I'll have to get a change of job!" I said, "The girls'll not work". 

 

Q. Was there any sort of union or anything? 

A. No, no. The only thing I didnae like at the ‘Hydro’ was curtains, lace curtains. Oh, or muslin curtains. 
You see, they went through damp, well the roller was so hot when they went right through to the girl at 
the back you couldnae get them off the roller. Oh yon was heart breaking sometimes. Then they blamed 
you. I said, "Well, you said to me to keep the roller red hot." for then that was when you had the thick 
clothes. 

 

Q. Now did anybody ever get their hands burned or did you have special gloves or anything to use? 

A. No, no, you just had your bare hands. It was your own blame if you got your hands burned you see. Oh 
yes, because there was the fireman, the man that kept the boilers heated and got hot water, he worked 
all the machinery, the two washing machines and the ‘Hydro’. Then if anything went wrong with it they 
had to get a blacksmith for to come and do anything else. However, I left. 
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Q. What did you do with your wages? Was that given to your mother? 

A. Yes, your mother, oh yes. 

 

Q. All of it? 

A. Mm-hmm, all five shillings. Oh I didn't get anything for quite a long time because I knew she was 
needing it because she had the four underneath me you see. Then, you had all doctoring and 
medicines to pay you see so that would soon run away with the money. 

 

Q. So how did you get on with the other workers in general? Was it quite a good atmosphere? 

A. Yes, we all got on well. 

 

Q. Could you talk while you were working? 

A. Well you could, but you see, to me you had to pay particular attention to everything you were putting 
through the machine, and even when you were ironing, you see you'd all that to watch. And then, I've 
seen us speaking now and again when we were ironing but not when you were doing, <..pause..> 
Remember the white shirts and the white starched fronts? I've starched them many a day too, but 
ironing, I didnae speak very much when you were at that job. But usually there was two women and 
they did all the white shirts so it was much handier. 

 

Q. Did they just have to stand at separate tables to do the sort of, <..pause..> ironing by hand? 

A. Yes, that's right, yes, and then the white shirts were taken and put on a small machine and the polish 
was put on, on the fronts and the cuffs and then on the small roller and this dried them and polished 
them at the same time. Oh yes it was very interesting let me tell you. 

 

Q. So what would you be, <..pause..> how long were you there? 

A. I think about, <..pause..> eighteen months to two years. Oh I don't think I would have left if she'd given me 
up my wages a bit. 

 

Q. You mean, given you a higher wage? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. It was never put up? 

A. No, and then I knew my mother was needing extra you see and my brothers and sisters were growing 
up. So I went into eh, <..pause..> it was a jump, the big ironmongery shop. I went in there and I was up in 
the showroom. The flat above the shop was the showroom and they kept all the, <..pause..> oh, the lovely 
stuff you know, brass and copper and all that kind, ornaments and fancy grates. What they didn't have 
in that top showroom. And then there was another showroom that I went through, I did it but it was more 
for the kitchen, sold stuff for the kitchen, like plates and teapots and everything like that, prams, pots 
and pans and everything. Well I learned all that and then the girl left and I went into this fancy 
showroom and they had rugs and carpets. 

 

Q. So what exactly was your job? 

A. Just showroom, working in the showroom. 

 

Q. Did you sell the items? 

A. Yes, I could sell anything yes, and then when I was finished, I only worked there in the morning and 
forenoon, and then when I came back at dinner time I had to work in the shop, you see, learn all the 
different parts of the shop. And then at the other side of the shop they had the glass cases and silver, 
copper, and all these different things. Well you had all that to learn and then you had to keep them all 
clean. Another girl and I, we did it and then their cases here were fancy knives and all these different 
things. Oh, some beautiful silver. Oh I loved that shop. (laughs) 

 

Q. So did you have that job before you left the laundry or did you leave the laundry with no job to go to? 

A. No, I left the laundry on the Saturday and I started on the Monday in that shop. 
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Q. And how did you get the one in the shop? 

A. I knew that; it was all men they had before you see, however when the war started there was another 
girl, she was in, and I knew that one of the young lads was called up for the army so they just engaged 
me right away. And I got started on Monday because he left on the Saturday and I started on the 
Monday, and I worked there, <..pause..> I cannae mind how long. I got on well down there. And then right 
at the bottom there was a door at the back and you could learn all the farm stuff, you know, what they 
sold to farms. And then you'd to know about all the different oils and paraffin, all the different kinds of 
paraffin and all that. And then this lad that I went in for, he'd been wounded and he was put out of the 
army 'cause he was no use for them, and I left on the Saturday and he got his job on the Monday. So he 
said to me one day when I met him, he says, "I'm sorry you're away." because he thought I was gonnae 
be working with him you see. I said, "Oh, I knew that I would have to come under you." because he was 
there before but, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Were you asked to leave? 

A. No, my mother was ill again and she couldnae get up you see. 

 

Q. So what were your hours in the ironmongers then? 

A. The hours? I started at eight and I worked from eight to nine, and then I had, <..pause..> that was my 
breakfast hour. From nine to ten I was at home and then the shop closed at one o'clock and then we 
started at two and then we finished at six o'clock at night. And Saturday, Saturday we finished at one 
o'clock, it was a better arrangement you know for me for a while when mother was ill but, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was your wage better? 

A. Oh yes, I gave, <..pause..> I had only five shillings in the laundry, oh yes I had. I had, <..pause..> did I have 
seventeen and sixpence I think? Yes. 

 

Q. Seventeen and sixpence? 

A. Yes, in the shop. 

 

Q. So they really were underpaying you quite badly in the laundry weren't they? 

A. Oh I would think so. It was all right enough for them that went in to learn you see, well some are a lot 
longer in learning than others but I seemed to get on much quicker you see, I must have picked it up 
quicker than what some of the rest did. But in the laundry I was a bit upset, with me being on Mondays, 
you had to thoroughly clean your machine and then you had to scrub your tables and keep them white 
and then you scrubbed the floor that you stood on. I had the two floors, the one at the back where I had 
a massive table with all the damp clothes to put in and then I scrubbed all this bit and then the bit at the 
back where the girls stood to put this there. Oh I was finished on Friday, that must've been getting on 
with the winter, well that was all right, I was finished early and there was just enough for some of the 
ironers to finish the Friday night. I was getting the job to scrub all Friday afternoon and then on Monday 
of course I had my own bit to do. Then the ironer, she said, "Look, why is her floor whiter than mine?" 
where she stood. Then the girl in the, <..pause..> checked the room, checked all the clothes that came in, 
she said that her floor, <..pause..> "Why is my floor so dirty? It's not so clean," as what I had, you see. I 
said, "Oh!" She was wanting me to have to scrub the place where all the clothes, when they were ironed 
and finished with, like my machine and that, you put them in there on the table and she divided them 
with all their numbers. So I was getting all the scrubbing to do and she wouldnae let me go to the 
ironing nor anything else, and these girls were getting off. So I didnae think this was good. So that was 
how I said to my mother that between not getting up in my wages and having all that scrubbing to do, 
“No thanks!” So I said to the head woman, the mistress, <..pause..> She was not wanting me to leave so I 
said to the forewoman, "Why is it that I'm getting all the scrubbing to do?" and I said, "The rest of them 
are coming in scot-free." When you're scrubbing, I don't know about you, I scrubbed the way the wood, 
<..pause..> you see, and then the next one left a space, you wash this bit and scrub it, dry it, well you 
leave a bit, come down. Well there was always a black mark between the two ways of the scrubbing 
and that was what was angering them. Because where I stood, and the girl at the back and my tables, 
there was no black mark between. 

 

Q. So you did it too well? 

A. Yes, I did it too well. 
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Q. So they wanted you to do it all the time? 

A. And yet I couldnae get, <..pause..> I said that each one should have their own bit. I didnae mind 
scrubbing the bit for the ironers 'cause they didnae come in 'til a Tuesday morning unless we were very 
busy and they came on a Monday at two o'clock. So I said to my mother, "I'm tired of scrubbing." I said 
my knees, <..pause..> and you see it was the whole laundry floor that you had to scrub, each one was 
supposed to do their own bit but, <..pause..> So that was why I left, that and the wages, I rebelled and I 
said to my mother, "I must get away from there." However, oh I loved that shop, I was back three times. 
I left when my mother came back from the Dundee Royal, I left to look after my mother 'cause she was 
helpless. 

 

Q. You would have been about sixteen then? 

A. Yes, sixteen to seventeen, yes. 

 

Q. Did she not get better? 

A. No, no, she just went down and down. She asked me to take her up the street, up the High Street one 
Saturday afternoon and she come back and she went into her bed, she never rose. 

 

Q. So she died not long after that? 

A. Yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. So then could you not go back to work because of your young ones? <..pause..> 

A. Well there was no one you see to look after the young ones you see. If I'd done it; they were at me three 
times asking me to come back. I went sometimes in the forenoon for an hour and did odd jobs 'cause 
the new girl they got in was that lazy, she wouldnae clean the things right to their pleasure and, 
<..pause..> then I pleaded with my father to let me go back to work and if he would get in his sister. He 
wouldnae budge, he says, "If you go," he says, "I'll just put them all in the home." I was disappointed 
because I would have liked to have gone back and worked. 

 

Q. So did you never get back to work at all? 

A. No. I was at home for a while. Well, they were all young you see and there was all that plenty to do. 
However, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So how many years were you at home looking after them? 

A. <..pause..> Oh I was twenty odd years, I got married, they were all working, two of them were married so, 
<..pause..> if he had given in, <..pause..> I started and I went out in the evenings to wait at tables you know, 
at dances, at parties or any celebration or anything like that. 

 

Q. Was that when you were just starting to look after the children? 

A. Yes, from there right on because you see my father, <..pause..> Well there was no wage, I had no wages 
you see when I was at home and I was needing clothes right enough so, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So how many nights did you do that then? 

A. Oh, right on until I was married and then I got a job to clean in the early morning from six o'clock to nine 
o'clock, I think it was at one of the banks, I did that for quite a long time. 

 

Q. After you were married? No? 

A. No, I didnae keep on the bank very long after I was married. No, that was before, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So what sort of wages did you get when you were waiting on tables at nights? Was that? <..pause..> 

A. Well sometimes you got ten shillings and sometimes you got five and the next time you got, <..pause..> It 
all depended on how big the company was. 

 

Q. Was that per night? 
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A. Yes, for a night, yes. 

 

Q. Was that at a hotel? 

A. Oh yes at hotels. My mother had a cousin and they had a hotel and they got me to go there. I liked the 
work but oh, it was alright you know if you're steady at it but then if you're only there now and again it's 
not so handy you see. 

 

Q. So would your father look after the younger ones then to let you go out at night? 

A. No, he was at work. Oh no, my sister and David, they sorted things if my father wasnae there. 

 

Q. Were they that bit older then when you had started to work at night? 

A. Yes, oh yes, I couldnae leave them any other way, no. 

 

Q. So after you started work, when you left school and the years to follow, did you get out a lot, sort of with 
friends or that at night? To go places? 

A. Well I just went with that girl next door, you know, went out with her. 

 

Q. And where would you go? 

A. On the weekends. Well Saturday night and Sunday we went out, that was the only time. 

 

Q. And where did you go? 

A. Well we sometimes, round the Linx. The next time we might have walked out the Hillside Road, right 
round and came back the Charlton Road. 

 

Q. Just walked? 

A. Mm-hmm, and when it was dark at night, the winter nights, we went to church. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the pictures again or dance halls or anything like that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Were there any dance halls in the area? 

A. Oh yes there was plenty dance halls. 

 

Q. Did you go? 

A. Not after my mother was, <..pause..> I stopped when she came home from Dundee so ill, uh-huh. You 
could just pay at the door, I was going to go to the classes but then you see the war started and all the 
dancing was stopped and I just went on, maybe like a Saturday night. But after she got ill and couldnae 
be left it was, <..pause..> I mean she was there six month and never moved. 

 

Q. So how did you spend your Sundays when you were working? Were they just the same though you 
wouldn't go to Sunday School then? 

A. No, I had to , <..pause..> the church, just the church. 

 

Q. Did you start to take an interest in politics at all? 

A. No, no, you know I never thought about it. I was in such a state when my mother was so ill and I knew 
she would never get better. 

 

Q. I don't suppose you got away for a holiday? 

A. No, no, no, I was never away holidays. 

 

Q. Were there any special places where young men and young women could meet when you were sixteen, 
seventeen? Or was it just at the dance halls? 
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A. Just at the dance hall, that's about the only place, yes. 

 

Q. Did your parents expect to meet your friends? Did your parents want to know who you were with and 
where you were going? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. (laughs) You come in, you must be in at , <..pause..> Well Saturday there, Sunday, oh 
my, I remember my pal and I went, <..pause..> I don't know why we'd been so late or how we ever 
thought we would manage, <..pause..> One night we got to the Hillside and her mother didnae bother and 
I said, "Oh my I'll never be home at nine o'clock!" and I left her and I don't know how she got home that 
night. (laughs) I was only a few minutes late and my mother said, "Where have you been?" 

 

Q. Oh dear. 

A. Oh dear, I said I never noticed the time. However, through time I got a watch, a wristwatch. I had no 
watch nor nothing like that you see, she had but I didn't have. My mother says, "Now you'll not be late 
now." I suppose she was so afraid you see there'd be nobody there to help her or give her anything. 

 

Q. So what age were you when you married then? 

A. I waited on and on and on 'til, <..pause..> would I be about thirty-five? They were all working in good 
works and there was two of them just getting married when I left. 

 

Q. So how long had you known your husband then before you got married? 

A. He was a widower, but there was no family, and was like many another one. He was a regular soldier 
and then of course he was in the First War and the Second and of course like many another one he 
married this woman and he got the shock of his life when he come home from the First World War. So, 
he was in the same firm, motor lorry driver, as what my father was, y'see my father had the horse. Then 
they did away with the horse and it was funny that, that lad was, my father was put on with the second 
man, with this lad, and of course sometimes he'd to come out and into the house with messages to my 
father, where they were going in different places. So that's how I met him, so, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So you'd known him quite a long time then? 

A. Yes, backwards and forwards I knew him. He didnae come that right often but just when there was any 
late messages come in about the lorries, you see. 

 

Q. So what age was your husband? 

A. <..pause..> Oh, ten years older than me. 

 

Q. And what sort of background was he from? Was it much the same as your own? 

A. No. He came from Islay, the island of Islay and he was brought up by his grandparents. And they died 
when he was nine and a woman that was next door to them, she took him in until he was working on the 
Laird's estate, the garden. And what money he got, I think it was ten shillings a week or something, that 
paid the woman for his keep you see and then, when there was enough money saved she put him on 
the boat at Islay to London. And seemingly he'd had an uncle there, and the uncle wouldnae have him 
'cause he'd a family of his own, he wasnae able to keep him, and he walked straight in to the recruiting 
office and joined the army. I says, "Why did you do that?" He says, "What was I going to do?" And he 
put, was it four years? You see he was tall, very tall, he was six feet four or six feet five and he put four 
years on his age so as they would accept him. 

 

Q. So what age was he then? 

A. <..pause..> I think he was, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Twelve or thirteen? 

A. Running something of that, yes. Some days you see I mind things better than others and he was that 
age. So he says, "I had a place to go to sleep," and he said, "then I knew I would get a meal." He says, 
"What else could I do in London?" He says, "I was lonely, I hadn't a soul." 

 

Q. So did you get engaged then? 
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A. No, no, he was sent away to India and some more different places and when he was there, there was a 
man had known him when he'd been a young boy in Islay and he went and told his officer or some of 
these head lads, what age he was. And he shouldnae have been in the army, neither should he have 
been across, you see so he was put out, sent home to Scotland. No, he was sent back to London. So 
he said, "When I came out of their office," he says, "I went down a street in London." He went down this 
side street and joined another recruiting office and came out as the, <..pause..> oh dear, I nearly forget 
the Regiment he was in, <..pause..> South, <..pause..> You've to be very, very tall, the First Guards; First 
Battalion of the Scots’ Guards, that's where he was. So he was there and then he said, "The next thing I 
knew I was away in France murdering folk! (laughs) 

 

Q. So did you get out with him a lot before you got married or? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, oh yes, I was just started and I, <..pause..> 

 

Q. You didn't get engaged though? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you just plan the marriage then? 

A. The marriage, yes, that's right enough. 

 

Q. So what year did you get married then? 

A. Oh dear, <..pause..> 

 

Q. When you were thirty-five? 

A. Thirty-five. 

 

Q. And you were born in? 

A. 1899. 

 

Q. So that would be 1936? [1934] 

A. Yes, something like that. 

 

Q. Three years before the Second World War? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

 

Q. So can you describe your wedding? Where did you get married? 

A. I was married in a Registry Office. I was just; I was always very quiet, I never was in much company 
and of course I never was out very much. And I must have had a… My mother was a very quiet natured 
woman and I must have her nature. And I said, "Oh well, I'll marry on one condition, it's very, very quiet, 
there's to be no company nor nothing else." I couldnae be doing with it. I says, "I'd rather just stay as I 
am." 

 

Q. Did you not want to get married then? 

A. Yes, I was quite, <..pause..> He wouldnae have no for an answer and of course they were all, <..pause..> 
You know, the rest of them were going away and I was getting a wee bit set at things at home, however, 
<..pause..> but no, I didnae want an awfully, <..pause..> got married and that was the finish. I said, "There's 
no fun nor nothing." What money had I to get married on? 

 

Q. So did you just live in the house, your mum's house? 

A. No, he had a house you see, Mr. ****** had a house y'see and he didnae give it up. 

 

Q. Was that still in Montrose? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. So what sort of house was it? 

A. Just an ordinary two roomed, three roomed house it was. Alright, yes. 

 

Q. So was he still working with your father then when you got married? 

A. Yes he was, but then of course my father was the age and he had to retire so, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So did he keep on working there? 

A. Yes he did, but then my husband then of course, he was begun, owing to the wounds that he had in the 
First World War, he had a hole through there, right through. <..pause..> 

 

Q. The top of his arm? 

A. Right through. How they managed I don't know, and he'd a hole from there right through here. He was 
damaged on the top, <..pause..> 

 

Q. On his head? 

A. Yes, this bit here. He was gassed. And he'd a wound here, he'd to go to Dundee Royal to get seen to 
that and then, <..pause..> 

 

Q. In his stomach? 

A. No, just on the side, you know, the join here. And he'd other wounds. Oh he was dreadfully wounded in 
France. So then he begun, he wasn't able to climb the stairs. Sometimes on the lorries they have heavy 
bags of stuff to, <..pause..> Well he began with that and then the next time he would come home 
complaining, you see he wasnae able to keep this hand firm to keep the bag right on his back because 
he didnae have the use of the arm nor the hand for six month. He got different, practicing all these 
different things. I said to him one day when he came in, he was bad tempered because he was in pain 
and I said, "Why don't you go to the aerodrome, they're needing workers there, you might get a light job 
there." That was for the Air Force and I said, "Take all your papers with you, when you was discharged." 
and he did it and he was engaged that night and started the next morning in the, <..pause..> You see the 
doctor that was there didn't have a chauffeur. So with him being able to drive he got the job and then he 
was well acquainted with all round the different places you see. 

 

Q. So was that during the Second World War? 

A. Yes. And then if there was anyone missing, any plane come down, I've seen him away for a, <..pause..> 
I've seen him away, going away there in the morning to the ‘drome and I wouldnae see him for maybe 
three weeks or sometimes longer. You see, if there was accidents, sometimes six weeks I never saw 
him. If the plane came down you see they had to go down to dig up the hole and then lift out the men 
that was down with the plane. And then sometimes he was away in England and sometimes he was 
away in the far north with some of the soldiers, he was away six month one time and I never knew 
where he was. They don't tell you. 

 

Q. And what about wages? 

A. Yes, they sent the wages. Every week I got his wages, every week you see but you didnae know, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. How much did he earn then? 

A. I couldnae tell you now. 

 

Q. You wouldn't know where he was or? <..pause..> 

A. I didnae know where he was, I just knew he was away with the doctor for someone that was needing 
help. He was down, <..pause..> of course you wouldnae know it, he was down at the Dennifinella and it 
was when they went down it was an aeroplane that came down and it was German. Oh my, he says, "I 
very nearly could've shot them myself." but the men were dead when they went down you see and then 
there was one, <..pause..> they were six feet down in one, <..pause..> the plane came down; they were six 
feet down a mine. He was away a while that time. And then he had that time he had went away with the 
ambulance, he had to take one or two of these young soldiers to show them how to do things for to put 
them on a stretcher 'cause he said, "Sometimes you know they're only in bits." you know the bodies 
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were all broken up. And he'd been, <..pause..> he, the doctor had been away doing something else and 
some of the young lads got careless you see, lifting the parts of the body and putting on the stretcher. 
Then they'd to climb up for his, to get into his ambulance, so he checked them and they reported him 
when they came to Montrose. And he was in front of the ‘Head lad’ and he says, "I just told them, these 
men, that we were down for yesterday," he said, "they belong to some mother and father." And he said, 
"You,” <..pause..> the lads that he had were going away down to England, and he said, "I wasn't sorry I 
checked them," he says, "they wouldn't like us, had it been them, to handle them the way they were 
handling these other men." So within two days these, <..pause..> I don't know whether it was four or six, I 
dinna mind which, they were sent away down to England, they weren't a week away when they were all 
killed, <..pause..> you see with their aeroplane, they were away with their aeroplane and I suppose 
bombing some place, he didn't say and I didn't ask 'cause he didn't, <..pause..> he would tell you in his 
time, but you don't ask. 

 

Q. So did you have any children at all? 

A. Just the one boy. 

 

Q. So was that the number of children you wanted or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh the doctor wouldnae allow me to have any more. I asked him. I said, "I would like a girl, just for 
company." and all he said was, "You've had a very, very hard life," and he said, "I've saved your life this 
time but I won't do it next." 

 

Q. So did you have to use some form of birth control then? 

A. No, no, he says don't. That was when I asked him if I could have another child, he said no. He says, "I 
won't help you this time, I've done it this time but not again." He says, "You'll lose your life the next 
time." He says, "I've done my best to save you and the baby boy this time," he says, "to please your 
husband, but," he says, "I won't do it again; I couldn't do it again." There's nobody would, nobody would 
do it. 

 

Q. So did you know anything about birth control? 

A. No. No, he wanted a son you see. I said to him, <..pause..> "If it's a girl will you be pleased? Because," I 
said, "you know plenty men want a son." He says, "I don't mind what it is as long as it's alive!" So I 
didnae bother, I said to him after, I said, "Are you displeased?" He said, "No, I'm quite happy," he says, 
"I've got a son and that's all I want so,” <..pause..> 

 

Q. But did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. No. I was not too well you know. 

 

Q. What age would you be then? 

A. <..pause..> Oh I was married five years I think before he was born. I think I wasnae quite forty, I would 
have been forty or something on my birthday or something. However, the child was all right and that 
was all. And now he's in Africa working. He worked here for, the place was closed, so he got the chance 
of that job. 

 

Q. So did you have him at home or were you taken into hospital? 

A. Yes. No, no, he says, let me do it. 

 

Q. And did the doctor come in to attend you then? 

A. Yes, oh yes he came in. 

 

Q. Was it quite a long labour? Was it difficult? 

A. No. Well I took ill at six o'clock in the morning and of course I was ill many a time before that but he was 
born I think at half past eleven in the forenoon, then I had chloroform you see. 

 

Q. So what had been the problem, when the doctor said he wouldn't save your life again? What had 
happened? 
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A. He wouldn't say, he just said, "Be glad you're alive!" that's all. 

 

Q. He wouldn't say what had happened? 

A. No, he didnae say, he just said, "You know you've had a very, very hard life, and that's all I'm going to 
say." 

 

Q. So were you unconscious most of the time? 

A. Oh yes, I had to, he said to me I had, he didnae tell me, but just at the last minute he said, "I'll give you 
chloroform because,” <..pause..> and I said, "No, it's alright." 

 

Q. So did you have a nurse as well or was it just the doctor? 

A. Well, just a woman, the Queen's Nurse. Well, we called them Queen's Nurses, they're there. 

 

Q. So did you have to stay in bed then? 

A. Oh I was in bed a fortnight or three weeks. I couldnae move you see. I lost all feeling, I had no feeling 
whatever, hands I couldnae lift, I couldnae touch nothing and then it just come back gradually. 

 

Q. So who looked after your boy? 

A. Oh there was a woman that lived further up the street and she went out working you see, for anyone in 
that state. And when the Queen's Nurse came in to me she said, "Is it to be a boy or a girl?" and I said, 
"Never mind what it is to be," I said, "if you give me relief,” <..pause..> that was all. "Well," she says, "I've 
been here,” <..pause..> I cannae mind how long she'd been and she didn't have, every one, every birth 
that she'd been at since she'd come to Montrose for that section, was all girls and she says to me, "If it's 
not a son, look out!" However, next day when she came back, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So was your husband quite good with the baby? Could he take care of him and change his nappy, feed 
him and all that sort of thing? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. Did you feed him yourself or? <..pause..> 

A. No, no, the doctor wouldnae have it, no. He said I was too far down you see. Oh! His father thought the 
world of him. 

 

Q. So did you have to pay that lady to come in and look after him? 

A. Yes, oh yes, I had to pay the Queen's Nurse. I had the doctor, the Queen's Nurse and that woman to do 
the work. 

 

Q. So did you manage all right? Was your husband earning? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, you see he was earning better wages at the ‘drome. Oh, you got nothing free there, oh no, not a 
thing though you had special food to buy, you just had to buy it on your own. I had to get special milk 
from the milkman and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. For the baby? 

A. Yes, for the young lad. 

 

Q. And what kind of milk was it? 

A. It was milk, he brought it from the farm. I don't know whether it was cream or not, he gave it a funny 
name but the doctor told me to ask for that special. Then he used to get tins, it was like syrup but it 
wasnae, <..pause..> it was a certain kind of syrup but it was a refined fine syrup. I cannae mind the name 
of it now and I had to buy that for so long. You didnae get, you got sugar, the fine sugar and that but 
that syrup, so much of that syrup had to go in amongst his food. 

 

Q. Was he quite a healthy baby despite the problems you had? 



 106 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. Oh he was as hardy as a rock. 

 

Q. It was just you? 

A. It was just me. 

 

Q. So did you ever have to struggle to make ends meet? You know, was your husband ever out of work or 
confined to bed or that? 

A. No, oh I had him in , <..pause..> He was in the Dundee Royal I think for a month to six weeks and then he 
was unemployed when the aerodrome closed, that's why we came to Callander, he was offered this job 
as a gardener you see, at the Dreadnought Hotel, so he took that. 

 

Q. How long was he unemployed for? 

A. Oh not very long because he saw the advert in the paper and he wrote for it you see. Oh, and he was 
bad tempered being idle, oh dear, I was glad when he got the job, but I didnae know it was up here you 
see. However, I didnae mind, it was, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So, the Second World War then, you didn't see much of your husband then. What was life like for 
yourself though in the way of rationing or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes, of course we all had the ration books and everything like that but, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was it a struggle? 

A. Well, you see sometimes he got food at the aerodrome and sometimes he didn't and sometimes he 
wouldnae take it, and he used to say, "I'm not eating that food that these lads are cooking." so I don't 
know what like they'd be. But sometimes in the store we were allowed, say there was an eggshell 
cracked, well I would get three, and then that was three in the week besides your one that you was 
getting. And that next week, say they had, <..pause..> you got maybe half a dozen smaller eggs but only 
them that had children, you see. Of course that was for the young lad. Then I seen us getting duck 
eggs. One week I got duck eggs, one each, oh they were all wrong, every one. So the father said to me, 
"Now I don't care for duck eggs," he says, "don't buy them for me." Well I don't care for them either. So 
next week when I went for my messages the woman standing beside me, <..pause..> the assistant, he 
says, "You're getting half a dozen duck eggs this week if you wish to buy them." "Oh," I said, "I'm sorry," 
I says, "don't bring them please because," I said, "I don't like, I can't eat duck eggs." And I says, "Just 
give them to someone else that has a big family." and this woman says to me, she gave me one 
unearthly punch, like that, and she says, "Is that you refusing duck eggs?" And I said, "Yes, I don't care 
for them and neither does my husband." and she says, "Will you give them to me?" I said, "Oh 
certainly." I said to the assistant, "Just give the woman just bring the half dozen eggs and give them to 
that lady" you see. He says, "I'm sorry, I can't." He says, "You buy them, then after you've paid your 
messages, you stand at the other side of the counter, you sell them to her there and there's nobody can 
say anything." So I did it. So, she says, "Do you come every week?" and I said, "Yes." "What time and 
what day?" I said, "Well usually on a Thursday about this time in the forenoon." "I'll be there every 
Thursday morning," she says, "to see if we're getting those duck eggs." That woman was standing 
waiting (laughs) and she says to me, "What about them?" I said, "Get them if you want." I says, "I'll tell 
the assistant to cut out your coupons you see." Once or twice she got a dozen. You see there were 
extra. Some folk wouldnae take duck eggs and I said, "Have you got a big family?" "Yes," she says, "I 
have a big family and they're highly delighted their getting,” <..pause..> "Oh," I said, "that's a pleasure for 
me." She says, "Are you sure?" "No," I said, "I'm not buying them." And she had the money separate to 
pay for the eggs alone. I used to laugh about it often. 

 

Q. Well that's great, thank you very much.
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1899 Milliner; Cashier in Royal Army Ordinance Corp. in First World War 

 
Interviewee Code T2 
Interview Conducted 15th September 1987 
Interviewer Flora Thomson 
Transcribed by Wendy Barr 
 

Q. What year were you born? 

A. 12th March 1899. 

 

Q. Where were you born? 

A. Upper Bridge Street. 

 

Q. How long did you live there for? Approximately how long? Until you were? <..pause..> 

A. It was a two-storey house of my father's property. And I lived there until the people down below got a 
government grant to go to New Zealand. 

 

Q. How many years? 

A. I can't remember what year I came out here. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. There were nine of us. Three girls and six brothers. 

 

Q. Can you remember their names? 

A. Yes. Richard, Elizabeth, James, Agnes, and Alec, Adam, Mary and Bob. 

 

Q. How old were your parents when you were born? 

A. Oh, I couldn't tell you that. How would an infant know that? 

 

Q. Can you tell me what your father's job was? 

A. I told you last time. 

 

Q. An engine driver? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was he always an engine driver? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did your mother have any jobs? 

A. No, <..pause..> looking after us. 

 

Q. Did she not work before she was married? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. So what was her work? 

A. A weaver. 

 

Q. Can you remember what her wages would be? 

A. Oh I wouldnae be here then! And that was in Larkhall where she was born. 
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Q. Did she work after she got married? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did they go regularly? 

A. Very regularly. We were brought up ‘Church’. 

 

Q. Was it the Church of Scotland? 

A. The Congregational Church in Barnton Street, which is no more, next to the church that is being brought 
down. Now, when I married I went to Allanpark, beside the library. 

 

Q. Did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. No, not really. Dad did a bit, but I mean, not in an active way. 

 

Q. Do you know what parties they voted for? 

A. <..pause..> Oh, it would be beyond my bothering then. 

 

Q. So what did your parents do in their spare time? 

A. Well, they'd a big garden, and then there were the children. 

 

Q. Your mother, did she go to the Women's Guild or anything like that? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. And your father, did he go bowling or play tennis or? <..pause..> 

A. He couldn't bowl. But he and some others collected cash and they built a place in Bayne Street, 
Wallace Street, and they called it The Railway Mission Hall. And they used to have wee meetings, and 
games; build things with sand and, you know, just try and use your imagination, because there were no 
picture houses then. And there were nothing for these children, unless, in the street. And that was a 
central place, and there were a lot of children. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of your parents' house at Upper Bridge Street? Can you remember how 
many rooms the house had? 

A. Yes, one, two three, four. Four. That's where we stayed, that was a flat out-with, <..pause..> in that 
building. The building is where the ‘Painter’, Bridge of Allan Painter, is now. 

 

Q. So it had four rooms? 

A. Wait a minute, <..pause..> no. The flat was let to a tenant, it was apart from our house, you went up a stair 
to his house. And then there were four rooms, and then up our stairs to the two big attics, and a small 
attic. 

 

Q. What were your washing arrangements? 

A. We'd a big washing house, and a big boiler and tub and that, a big drying green and a big garden, and 
fruit bushes and a pear tree, and plenty of flowers. 

 

Q. Was there an internal bathroom? 

A. No bathroom. 

 

Q. No bathroom? 
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A. Then, <..pause..> but mother had, <..pause..> one of the big baths and we used to have our bath there. One 
lot would have it Friday, and the next, Saturday. How she did it I don't know. But we all kept clean and 
respectable. And the ****** family, anyone will tell you, were respected. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework? 

A. She did the housework herself. I helped with the sewing. We all lent a hand, you know, dusting, and she 
showed us how to make our beds. My brother was fully a year younger than me; one took one side and 
one took the other. 

 

Q. So, did you get many new clothes? 

A. We had, that's one help mother did have, a wee woman, she was a tailoress. Very small woman, we 
called her ‘Wee Mary’. And she could make some of mine to fit my younger sister, when I was finished 
with it, you know what I mean? 

 

Q. Yes. And did you get many new shoes? 

A. Oh yes. We were always clad. 

 

Q. Did your father help your mother in the house with any of the jobs? 

A. Not really. He was a gardener, we had a big garden. And we had hens. He'd to do with them. 

 

Q. And you mentioned that you used to do the housework? 

A. Helped, we all helped. My brother and I, one day I would wash the dishes and he would dry and the 
next day the reverse. 

 

Q. Did you go for messages? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember having to black-lead the range? 

A. Mother did that. 

 

Q. And polish the fender? 

A. Yes, mother did that. 

 

Q. Did you continue to do these tasks after you left school? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember what kind of meals you had as a child? 

A. We'd always a porridge pan on the stove; you know it was mixed so it would swell, <..pause..> brought up 
to the boil, so it would swell during the night. And we had that for our breakfast, maybe toast and 
marmalade. Mother was always making jam of some kind, or marmalade. 

 

Q. What would you have for dinner? 

A. Well, we might have soup made with hough, and have the hough with potatoes and a vegetable. 

 

Q. Would you have a custard of some sort, or a pudding? 

A. Yes, pudding, usually rice or sago. Mother could bang it in the oven, <..pause..> on the range and it would 
cook away there. 

 

Q. Did you have anything different to eat on Sundays? 

A. Oh we always, <..pause..> mother used to say, "We're all round the table on Sunday." 

 

Q. Did you have roast beef? 
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A. No, <..pause..> it wasn't so much roast beef, <..pause..> My grandmother stayed with friends in the 
Highlands and she would send us down a good portion, a good chunk of venison, or pheasants, or 
mince, <..pause..> make mince patties or, <..pause..> Oh we were well fed. 

 

Q. Did your mother eat well? 

A. Yes. Dad too. 

 

Q. Where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. Well, the Co-Operative in Cowane Street, and the butcher next door. And there was a woman came 
around with a fish basket on her shoulders, <..pause..> ‘Caller herring and smokies, hake, and haddock. 

 

Q. So you got most of your household goods from the Co-Operative? 

A. Yes. 'Cause it was in Cowane Street, and we used to go down the lane that landed us just there. 

 

Q. Did you walk to and from the shops? 

A. Oh, it was no distance. It was like just going up to the top of the lane and turning round. 

 

Q. And where did you buy things like furniture and clothes? 

A. Oh, I wouldnae know that. The place was furnished when I arrived! (laughs) 

 

Q. Do you remember celebrating special occasions like birthdays and Christmas? 

A. Mother always made a dumpling when it was a birthday. And she was a good baker. Having lived in 
Bradford when she first married, they mostly all made their own bread. And she was awfully good at 
making bread because when they had ‘Bring and Buy’ things that they have in a church, my mother was 
always asked to make bread. You know yon loaves that are rounded, with another wee round thing on 
the top? I think they call them ‘Cottage loaves’. Made with yeast, and we used to love the smell of yeast. 

 

Q. Do you remember Christmas, what you got for Christmas? 

A. Our stockings were all up. Oh it was usually a doll or a wee toy, and sweets and crackers and an apple 
and an orange. 

 

Q. Did you ever have a birthday party or a Christmas party? 

A. Maybe the odd time have a Christmas party, but there were too many of us for a birthday party. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play any games with you when you were wee? 

A. Yes. Played Dominoes and Ludo and Snakes and Ladders. 

 

Q. Did you have books to read at home? 

A. Yes. There was a big ‘Chatterbox’, that was a favourite. And what was the other one? Oh dash it, I can't 
just remember it. Mee, Arthur Mee, I think it was, his book of stories, nature stories and everything. 

 

Q. Did you belong to a library? 

A. Oh I was too young, the library was in town. Mother didn't like us going into the town when we were 
young. 

 

Q. Were you taken out to visit friends and relations, and neighbours? 

A. Yes, <..pause..> well not very much. They would come to our house because mother and dad maybe 
would take two of us visiting. And then the next Sunday, someone would be up, and then we went 
down, but another two, you know she liked to balance. 

 

Q. Did you ever have any holidays when you were wee? 

A. Yes. 



 113 

 

Q. Can you remember where you went to? 

A. Largo. 

 

Q. Largo. And so how long would you go? 

A. Ohh, <..pause..> latterly my mother got a wee house, and she'd be there in October, November, 
December. 

 

Q. Three months? 

A. Yes. And we got it very cheap. It was just sort of airing the house. And then when they loaded the coal 
at Methil Docks, the tide brought it in to Largo. You got lovely red fires of salty coal. I can always 
remember that. And the fishmen coming round, and a <..pause..> cod lay on the table and <..pause..> when 
my mother went to prepare it, it flapped it's tail, and she, <..pause..> (laughs) 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. Mine. I was the only one who married in the house. 

 

Q. Well we'll keep that until later on. Can you tell me how you spent Sundays when you were young? 

A. I walked with dad away up to the hill, on the Back Walk, or out to the King's Park. 

 

Q. Did you attend church as well? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Did you go to Sunday School? 

A. Sunday School, yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember going outings with the Sunday School? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember the Band of Hope? 

A. Yes. It was in the Baptist Church, held in the Baptist Church Hall. 

 

Q. Could you tell me what they did? What you did in the Band of Hope? 

A. Well, actually, it was more like a wee Church service, but for my dad and a few of his friends collected, 
<..pause..> we had this Railway Mission. And that was in Bayne Street, Bruce Street, Bayne Street just at 
the corner. And we'd sand, and the wee statues and wee things we could build into a picture on the 
table. We'd each a space, you know. 

 

Q. Did you have different clothes to wear on Sundays? 

A. Yes. And every Saturday night we'd to polish our shoes for Sunday. It was boots then. 

 

Q. And were you taught to say your prayers at night? 

A. Yes, taught to say our Grace and our prayers at night. 

 

Q. So religion was important to you when you were young? 

A. Yes. Still is. 

 

Q. As a child did you play with your neighbours, or your brothers and sisters? 

A. Yes. We were all, <..pause..> and if we'd been doing something we shouldn't do, my mother wasn't guilty 
to striking us, but she would just say, "Now you're not going out, you can watch them from the window." 
And they would shout, "Come on take our side!" And we would say to mother, "We willnae do it again.” 
<..pause..> And mother says, "You're saying that too late." 
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Q. What kind of games did you play? 

A. Rounders, and Hide and Go Seek. 

 

Q. What kind of toys did you have to play with? 

A. It was chiefly balls, you know. Rounders is a ball, and then Hide and Go Seek, well you don't need a 
ball. And then we used to see who'd be quickest to run round what we called ‘The Peerie’. That was 
down Bridge Street, along Cowane Street, up Queen Street to where we started. 

 

Q. Did you have dolls to play with? 

A. In our house we had our dolls, but they were never allowed out, because you know, other folks werenae 
as careful of our things as, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. (laughs) Who couldn't, <..pause..> I mean, we werenae, <..pause..> it was paving. I think the only time we 
got dirty was when McAree the Draper, he stayed over, <..pause..> were getting new pipes in and of 
course, this was a new thing to us. And I remember the water cars going round. Goodness knows, the 
sun was very hard then. It seems unbelievable but it's as true. And the water cars would come along 
with big sprays, about so, <..pause..> at the back. And we'd to take off our sand shoes and follow it and 
get all the mud off our feet. It was to keep the dust down. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Were you free to play games with anyone you liked? 

A. Yes. We just had our own gang, as they talk about now, but we would say our own clique. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time after school hours? 

A. Well we had our lessons to do, hadn't we? 

 

Q. Did you go out playing after that? 

A. Yes. We used to do our lessons first. And I always got, <..pause..> the teacher would say, "There's a 
penny for the best composition." and they used to say I was her favourite, (laughs) because I got the 
penny. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies, like going walks or gardening? 

A. Well, <..pause..> both. Mother gave us each a wee piece of garden. I think, as I grew older I saw through 
that. It was one way of keeping that little bit of garden tidy! (laughs) 

 

Q. What kind of things did you grow?' 

A. Mignonette, cauliflower, candytuft. And we each had a piece of land, and you'd to keep that tidy, which 
we did; vying one another who would have the best garden. 

 

Q. Did you collect things like scraps? You know these angelic faces on flowers and things like that. 

A. Yes, we'd a book of scraps. 

 

Q. Did you exchange them with one another? 

A. Yes, that was the thing. They werenae stuck in, they were just scrap-books. 

 

Q. Did you keep any pets? 

A. Dad wouldn't have a cat or a dog. I was the first to bring a dog in, and I was married then. And I said, 
"I've bought a dog, Dad." He said, "I told you, and it's on your Tenant's Lease.” <..pause..> I was just a 
tenant, "No dogs or cats allowed.” <..pause..> Because they can be messy and you know, left, neglected. 
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I said, "I've got a wee West Highland terrier." And I went down and I brought it up, and it was so wee it 
was bumping its’ head each step going up, and it made for dad. I think he was sitting in a wee low 
rocking chair, and it nuzzled under his beard. I think the poor wee thing thought he was it's mother, 
because he had hair round here, <..pause..> And dad fell for that dog, hook, line and sinker! And woe 
betide any other person that sat on that rocking chair. [because] "That's Kelpie's chair!" 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sports? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any organisations like the Guides? 

A. Yes. I wasn't, but my sister was. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the pictures when you were young? 

A. Yes, occasionally. 

 

Q. What kind of films would you see? 

A. Well, the pictures just started as I left school, you know, and the first one was the picture, <..pause..> oh 
yes, it was after I left school, but the first was the picture house that's on the way to the supermarket, 
you know the big, <..pause..> what do they call it? 

 

Q. Tesco’s? 

A. No, no. In the town. What do you call that big supermarket in the town? 

 

Q. The Thistle Centre? 

A. Yes. That used to be the start of this Olympia, and it went on fire. It was a wash-out as regards a picture 
house; it didn't pay. And then they made it a dancehall, and then made it a sort of imitation ice-rink. 

 

Q. Can you remember what films you went to see? Was it Cowboys and Indians? 

A. Cowboys. Yes. 

 

Q. Did your parents give you any pocket money? 

A. Oh yes! If we were naughty, we didn’t get it. 

 

Q. How much did you get? 

A. We got a penny or so. You can do a lot for a penny, <..pause..> you'd get quite a selection of sweets. I 
don't know about how much the Olympia cost, as children. There was a Kinema in the Craigs, and there 
was the Olympia. 

 

Q. How old were you when you first went to school? 

A. I'd be five. 

 

Q. What type of school was it? 

A. The ordinary school that's in Bridge Street yet. It's converted into offices now. 

 

Q. What did you think of the school? 

A. I didnae like it at all, to start with, because it was full of, <..pause..> there were too many youngsters all 
my age, and I had to sit on the wooden step going up. I says to mother I wasnae going back, for I wasn't 
going to sit on a step. I remember that. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. What punishments were there? Did the pupils get the strap? 

A. The strap. I never had it. <..pause..> 

 

Q. What subjects were you taught? 

A. Oh, History, Geography, Nature. Sometimes we were taken a walk, up to the Gowan Hill, and along the 
Back Walk and different things growing; we'd to take notice of that. Or King's Knot, Blackboy. Oh there 
were plenty of interests up the Hill and the Back Walk. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you wore to school? Were you dressed in a uniform? 

A. No, no. There was a pinafore, a jumper and a blouse, and a pinafore dress. 

 

Q. Were there any children who went barefoot to school? 

A. Not that I can mind. 

 

Q. Did you used to play at Skipping and things like that at playtime? 

A. Skipping, yes. 

 

Q. Did you go on to another school after that? 

A. No, just the one school. I failed at one thing, and it was again a stupid thing. It was before King George 
and Queen Mary came; it was after King Edward VII died. And we had to write an essay on what Stirling 
would be like and what Stirling would do. How in the name of goodness could we do that, when we 
hadn't the foggiest? It had never happened before! And that was the only thing that failed me at getting 
to the High School. 

 

Q. What age were you when you left school? 

A. Fourteen. 

 

Q. What kind of subjects did you get taught later on in school? Did you get taught French or Latin? 

A. No it was English and it was History. There was one class I didn't like, it was reciting poetry. I've my 
poetry book still. 

 

Q. So you had History and English. Did you have Arithmetic? 

A. Oh yes. The three ‘R's’. 

 

Q. Geography? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you do Domestic Science? 

A. Yes, we went to Allan's school for that, for baking. 

 

Q. And Needlework? 

A. We didn't get Needlework, <..pause..> we did so! Yes we got Needlework in the Territorial school. 

 

Q. Did you get Science? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you get games? Physical Education? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Would you have stayed on longer at school if you had had the chance? 

A. No. I wanted to be a Milliner. 

 

Q. While you were at school did you have any means of earning extra money, like having a part-time job 
as a paper girl or anything? 

A. No way. No, my mother wouldn't allow us out on dark mornings, no way. 

 

Q. What was your first full-time job? 

A. A Milliner with Miss ****** in Barnton Street. And Miss ****** who had a shop was my boss. Miss****** 
gave up not long ago. 

 

Q. Now did you get your job? Was it advertised in the newspaper? 

A. No, someone had said to my mother when I was wee. On a wet day, I'd rake out any of my mother's old 
hats. And I said I wanted to be a trimmer. I was too young to understand Millinery then. But my mother 
says on a wet day, I would sit for hours trimming a hat, this way and that way. And she says I went out 
with some of them. 

 

Q. Now did you learn your job, were you given training? 

A. Yes. I got the handsome sum of half-a-crown a week. 

 

Q. So was it a kind of apprenticeship you went through? 

A. Yes. And it was a classy shop. 

 

Q. So how long did this apprenticeship last for? 

A. It didn't last as long as it should be, because the war broke out. And my cousin was from Larkhall, 
<..pause..> was here on holiday, and I hadn't been very fit, and we thought we'd have a walk down by the 
Riverside, and the Ordnance gate was open, and my cousin says, "I would like to see inside there." I 
says, "So would I." So, quite the thing, we went over, and a policeman stepped forward. Of course we 
were big at fourteen then, and he asked if we were looking for work. We said, "Yes." He put the words 
in our mouth. A week later, we were sent for; a letter came O.H.M.S. My mother nearly had a fit. 

 

Q. To get back to your Milliner's job. What hours did you work? Can you remember? 

A. Nine 'til five. 

 

Q. Were there any breaks for meals? 

A. Oh yes. An hour for meals. 

 

Q. Did you have holidays with pay, do you remember? 

A. You'd a holiday. The shop never closed for them; took them at various times. 

 

Q. And you mentioned that your pay was 2s 6d. <..pause..> 

A. 2s 6d. You couldnae go a holiday with 2s 6d! 

 

Q. Was that a piece-wage? 

A. That was an apprentice wage. 

 

Q. Did you feel that that was a fair wage? 

A. Oh it was the wage. McLachlan & Brown had a Milliner and that's, <..pause..> To start with, it started very 
small. 

 

Q. Did you give any of the money to your mother? 
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A. I gave it all to my mother. I cannae mind what I'd get back. I'd get something back, I know. 

 

Q. So you still lived at home at this time? 

A. Ohh yes! Where could I go on half-a-crown, be your age! 

 

Q. Were there other jobs going on in the Milliners? 

A. No, hats alone. I've a shelf through there, with seven hats on it! 

 

Q. Were there various different sections of work? 

A. No, we all sat in the, <..pause..> it was a, <..pause..> household. The shop was shared, two windows, 
coming down Irvine Place, one was sweets and tobacco, a butcher, and Miss ******. She had two big 
windows, and then you went in, and then, upstairs. 

 

Q. And there would be how many people working beside you? 

A. There was a boss, there was the owner of the shop who kept downstairs with an elderly lady, a 
wonderful old lady. And then upstairs Miss Dawson, Miss Farquh-huhrson who latterly had the shop you 
know, next to County Buildings, and who's still alive, and she's ninety-something. 

 

Q. How many other women would be working? 

A. Four. 

 

Q. So it was just solely women who worked in the Milliners? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. How did you get on with the other people? 

A. I got on fine. 

 

Q. Could you talk and relax while you worked? Or was the boss very strict? 

A. Well, <..pause..> for me that didn't come into it really. When we were making a hat, in these days it was a 
wire frame, and you'd be sitting. That's why I had to give it up because I had a heart condition. You'd be 
sitting with the frame, a wire frame that you'd made; you stretched that wire round and far out. And 
you'd to copy that hat that was lying on the table, and then you covered it with buckram, that was like a 
silken straw, or you covered it with buckram dense silk if it had to be a Sunday hat. Miss ******, the last 
hat she made was my feather hat, and my fur hat, fur hat to go with my fur coat. 

 

Q. So how did you feel about your employer? 

A. Fine, we got on fine. 

 

Q. Was there a Trade Union then? 

A. No. 

 

Q. How did you like the work? 

A. Loved it. 

 

Q. How long did you do that for? 

A. For two and a half years I did it. Then the war broke out. 

 

Q. You mentioned that you got in touch with the Royal Ordnance Army Corp., was it? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So you went from a Milliner to a Cashier? 
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A. No, I went from the Millinery. I'd to help with the pays too, but I had to take all the particulars if a new 
man came in. We'd over three hundred in that depot. You'd to ask his name, his age, his, <..pause..> 
gave his occupation. If it was a trade, he'd to say. <..pause..> I'd be sitting at a big table here in the library, 
come in this door, and the Sergeant Major was standing there, you were sitting. <..pause..> And then 
come Friday, you helped to make up their pays. 

 

Q. So you mentioned how you got your job; was it a personal contact? 

A. I was just wanting, <..pause..> would like to see through it, but, <..pause..> the policeman says, "Are you 
looking for a job?" and we thought my goodness we'll get our heads chopped off! 

 

Q. Yes, so, <..pause..> you were talking about your work as a Cashier? <..pause...> 

A. Well, not so much as a Cashier, as you took particulars, and you helped with their pay. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. Nine 'til five. 

 

Q. Were there breaks for meals? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. What were you paid? 

A. Half-a-crown. I told you. 

 

Q. That was as a Milliner. But in the army? 

A. Oh, in the army, I think it was thirty shillings. 

 

Q. Did you feel that that was a fair wage? 

A. Well, after half-a-crown! You've got to be joking! (laughs) 

 

Q. So did you still give the money to your mother? 

A. No, when I got that much, I asked my mother what she wanted. I can't remember what she took. 

 

Q. Did you give some to your mother, and keep some for yourself? 

A. Oh yes, yes. 

 

Q. You were still living at home? 

A. Yes. I was married at home, I've got my wedding photograph somewhere. 

 

Q. Did men and women work together in the army? 

A. Yes. Some offices had nothing but women in them, they'd no uniform. That office I was in, there was a 
doctor came from Ireland, he wanted a cigarette, <..pause..> to lift his hand up, was shot through the 
wrist. An awful nice man he was, young. And there was a lawyer from Bo'ness and he took up his 
abode in the top of Wallace Street, to be near his work 'cause he, <..pause..> was a family man. And he 
was a clever lawyer; for instance, he would stand in at the Marykirk, if the Marykirk Ordnance was on 
holiday. 

 

Q. Did you get on well with the other people you worked with? 

A. We got on, <..pause..> never a, <..pause..> I'm the type of person that's, <..pause..> I mean to say, I'm not a 
belligerent person. But I won't be stamped on. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So did you talk and relax, and make conversation while you worked? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Was there a works’ club or anything like that? 

A. I think there was. We were in the office, but the workers I think would go for an outing. Get a bus to go 
for an outing; but I mean, we didn't mix there. 

 

Q. Was there a presentation when a worker retired? 

A. I don't think so, because it would be so often, men retiring, you know, or going to a different place. I 
don't think that, <..pause..> I think that would be frowned on. 

 

Q. Was there a Trade Union? 

A. No, I said no. 

 

Q. How did you like your work in that Army place? 

A. Very much. 

 

Q. How long did you work in the army for? 

A. I think the best part of three years. 

 

Q. Was it usual to leave when you got married? 

A. No, I left but they came up, two of the men, Sergeant came up and asked me to come back to my job. 
And my husband says, "If I couldn't have afforded to keep her, I wouldn't have married her!" (laughs) 

 

Q. Would you have preferred another type of occupation for yourself? 

A. No. I liked that. And I liked the Millinery. And I liked, eh, <..pause..> in Largs, we were just in Largs; I got 
some nice snaps and photographs. 

 

Q. What did you do after your work in the army? 

A. I married! 

 

Q. You mentioned that you lived with your mother and father? <..pause..> 

A. For a year after I was married. 

 

Q. <..pause..> When you started working? So how much money did you have to spend? 

A. I didnae have very much, but I mean, my husband was very artistic, he used to go over the Drip Bridge, 
and he would have his wee, <..pause..> what did you call that thing you paint on? 

 

Q. Easel? 

A. Not an easel. 

 

Q. A palette? 

A. Palette. And he'd do sketches there, just for his own pleasure. And my mother would make up a picnic 
basket, and we would think as much of that, as a day in Edinburgh or Glasgow! Out in the open. 

 

Q. Well, I'm going to come later on to your married life. I would like to ask you about when you were living 
at home with your parents, when you started work. How much money did you have to spend from your 
wage? 

A. I think I would have a shilling. 

 

Q. So did you manage to buy stockings and food and things like that, with that money? 

A. No, no. My mother bought these for me. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time away from work? Were you a member of any organisations, like the 
Women's Guild or? <..pause..> 
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A. God save me from that! I dinnae gossip. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you play sports or games? 

A. No. I, <..pause..> took up golf, but they discovered my heart wasn't good, and I'd to give up golf. I lay for a 
year. So it was no make-believe. 

 

Q. Did you go to dances then? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies you used to do, when you were just starting work? 

A. I did a lot of embroidery. 

 

Q. So did you spend most of the time at night embroidering or knitting, and things like that? 

A. I wasnae allowed to knit, but I was allowed embroidery. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the music hall, or cinema? 

A. Yes. We never missed a good concert in the Albert Hall, or out at the hall out here. We liked good 
music. And my husband was learning the violin, and I was learning the piano. 

 

Q. How did you spend your Sundays, did you still regularly go to church? 

A. Oh! We went to church, uh huh. 

 

Q. So did religion mean more to you after childhood, or just the same? 

A. Just the same! We just thought it was, <..pause..> the minister came about the house, and he was just 
looked on as a friend. 

 

Q. So did you take an interest in politics at all? 

A. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you ever go on a holiday when you were working? 

A. Yes. I told you I’ve been to Largo. 

 

Q. Did you make any new friends, at the time that you were working in both the Milliners and the Royal 
Ordnance? 

A. Ohh, I'd friends! Yes, but they've all left this world before me. 

 

Q. Were there any special places where men and women could meet? 

A. Oh we had, <..pause..> well, my husband always came up to the house for me. 

 

Q. Did your parents meet your friends? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did they expect to know where you were at a certain time? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you have to be home by a certain time? 

A. Yes. Ten o'clock. 

 

Q. What age were you when you married? 

A. Coming twenty. 
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Q. How long had you known your husband for? 

A. A year. 

 

Q. And how old was your husband? 

A. He was twenty-three on his wedding day. 

 

Q. So how did you meet your husband? 

A. I met, <..pause..> he was in what they called ‘The Group’. ‘The Group’ was where the soldiers went for 
different things, and we were short of soap in the office, and I went down to get soap. And he was going 
to give me household soap, and I wouldn't take it. We argued at our first meeting! And I got toilet soap. 

 

Q. So where did he come from, did you eventually find that out? 

A. King Street, Stirling. 

 

Q. Was he from the same sort of background as yourself? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you get engaged? 

A. <..pause..> After, <..pause..> we got engaged; I think it was after six months. 

 

Q. Did you manage to get things together, like furniture and household things, for setting up a house? 

A. We did. Some things, if we saw a chance of a thing, we would get it. We would attend maybe, the sales 
in a big house, or there was an auctioneer in Dumbarton Road. And if father could find room for it, we 
had two big attics upstairs, we could put it up there. 

 

Q. Did you get a lot of furniture and household things from your parents, or was a lot of that covered in 
your wedding presents that you got? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Can you describe your wedding? 

A. My wedding, <..pause..> I've my photograph there. My husband's only brother was best man. My younger 
sister, who was knocked down and killed at her own front door on the 24th December last year, she was 
down seeing her chum in Almond Crescent and she taxied up, and was knocked down. 

 

Q. So what were you wearing? Can you tell me what you were wearing? 

A. Blue. Lovely blue outfit. Blue pleated, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So they didn't tend to wear wedding dresses then? 

A. No. Too near the war. 

 

Q. It was just a suit? 

A. No, no. A dress. With sort of copper buttons, not metallic, but imitation like threads, copper thread 
buttons, kind of like that. And a satin collar with hand-painted flowers on it. 

 

Q. Where did you get married? 

A. In mother's house. 

 

Q. Was that the custom then, to get married in your own house? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And the minister came to your own house? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Now many guests were there in the house? Was it just immediate family? 

A. Immediate family. And my uncle and my aunt, and my cousins from Lanark. 

 

Q. Did you have a reception? 

A. We all had tea, you know, a high tea. 

 

Q. Did you prepare that yourself? 

A. Two neighbours and my mother did the baking. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon? 

A. Yes, we went to Dunoon. 

 

Q. Can you tell me what your husband's job was? 

A. Then he worked in the Ordnance. After he was discharged from the Army, he went down to the Army 
Ordnance to work, down there, doing the clerical work. 

 

Q. So you mentioned that you didn't have any children? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What kind of medical care was there at the time that you were growing up in, if you were ill? 

A. Well, you had to go for the doctor. One doctor came by bike, another one walked it, and that was 
coming from near the King's Park walking. There were no cars to speak of then, you know. 

 

Q. Did you have to wait a long time for the doctor coming? 

A. No. Of course we were healthier then. There was less of the tinned foods and, you know what I mean, a 
more sensible diet, I think then. 

 

Q. Did you get visits from a district nurse or anything like that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you rely on home cures, and did you only contact the doctor in cases of extreme emergency? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What were the doctors like? Were they friendly? 

A. Friendly. Very friendly. 

 

Q. Very friendly? 

A. Strict and friendly. You had to do what you were told. 

 

Q. Did you have to pay for the doctor? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. How did you pay, in instalments or all in one go? 

A. No, no. The doctor would send his bill in if he was coming two or three times. And I think it was half a 
crown for a single visit. 

 

Q. Did you have to pay for your medicine as well? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. How did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 



 124 

A. We just got what we fancied, in a sensible way, we didnae buy roasts or anything like that. We had our 
meat and our fish. 

 

Q. Did you know what your husband earned? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. How much of that would he give to you, all of it, or just some? 

A. All of it. 

 

Q. Did you give him some back? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did he pay any of the bills himself, or did he leave it to you? 

A. No. I was the housekeeper. 

 

Q. So how did you decide how the money should be spent for things like furniture and food and clothes 
and things like that? 

A. We put the rent money aside, weekly paid rent money, gas money, there wasn't electricity so much in 
use then, and coal money. You see we'd a big range and we did our cooking, that oven; it was set in a 
big space, and on the other side you could get your pots on, heavy iron pots; and that's how you did 
your cooking. 

 

Q. How did you manage when your husband was ill or out of work? 

A. He never was. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. No, <..pause..> I'm a methodical person. <..pause..> 

 

Q. If any neighbours were ill or confined to bed, did people round about you in the community where you 
lived help out in any way? 

A. Just the folks next door. I mean we were all friendly but we didn't run out and in houses. 

 

Q. But your neighbours would help you if you were ill? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And really, does that happen much today? 

A. I don't think so. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So would you say that society now is less caring than it was then? 

A. Well, why have the Home Helps if your neighbours? <..pause..> Take this close for instance, Mrs. ****** is 
eighty. Mr. ****** he's had two strokes. Upstairs they're over eighty, nearly ninety, he hasn't been down 
the stairs for four years. 

 

Q. Where you lived when you were growing up, did all the people have the same standard of living, or 
would you say some were better off than others? 

A. In the two houses, there were teachers, down from us, and when I was small, there were three teachers 
in the house that I eventually got into, when we were small. But they were awfully kind to us, we used to 
get wee concerts in the, <..pause..> what we called ‘The Workshop’, and then we had a side gate, and a 
passage right down to the Workshop, and we used to have wee concerts and they would make us 
pancakes and things, you know. 

 

Q. So did everybody in the wee community that you lived in have the same standard of living? 

A. No. 
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Q. So some were better off? 

A. And some were very much worse off. 

 

Q. Do you think of yourself as a member of a particular class, like the middle class or working class? How 
would you classify yourself? 

A. I would say middle class. 

 

Q. And why do you consider that you're middle class? 

A. Well, for instance, we could never have afforded a car then. But we went to concerts, good concerts, 
you know what I mean? Orchestral or maybe a good singer, Sir Thomas Beecham conducting in the 
Albert Hall. These were the things we never missed. 

 

Q. Did people do their shopping mostly in the local corner shops, or in the town? 

A. Well, I wouldn't know that really, because when we were young, mother never liked us going into town 
unless with her. You see, there was a dairy, and a butcher shop, and a fish shop in Cowane Street, and 
you just went down that lane and you got all you needed. And the bread van came round the door. 

 

Q. Did any local shops ever give credit to anyone? 

A. Oh I think they would need to know them well. 

 

Q. Were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. No. They were away up Baker Street. 

 

Q. So, all in all, was your area a friendly neighbourhood to live in? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Thank you very much. 
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1900 Mill Worker 

 
Interviewee Code D1 
Interview Conducted 27th March.1987 
Interviewer Karen Connal 
Transcribed by A.F. Turner 
 

Q. Where were you born? 

A. Stirling. 

 

Q. Do you know what street? 

A. It's not far away from here that I was born. I was born in St. Mary's Wynd, I think, 86 St. Mary's Wynd. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. Well aw, <..pause..> I don't know how long we lived before we moved to this other house but we were still 
in the Mary Wynd, if you understood. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. I had three brothers, Wullie, John and Thomas. 

 

Q. Were you the youngest or the eldest? 

A. I'm the eldest lassie. 

 

Q. The youngest? 

A. My sister Maggie, 

 

Q. Do you know how old your parents were when you were born? 

A. I cannae tell ye, I know she was born up in Stirling Castle, my mother, I do know that, but what age she 
would be when I was born I cannae tell ye. 

 

Q. What was your father's job then? 

A. My father, he was a labourer, but never was idle then he was, see how ladies go out to work now doing 
waiting work, well he did that years ago. 

 

Q. Where about did he do that? 

A. He used to work hard, he worked hard and then come home and dressed himself in his evening suit on 
a certain night and went and did his waitering job. 

 

Q. Was that in hotels? 

A. Hotels. 

 

Q. Different hotels? 

A. Oh, different places he worked, yes, different places. 

 

Q. Did your mother work before she got married? 

A. She worked before she got married too, but I don't know where. 

 

Q. What about after she got married, did she work at all? 

A. No. 
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Q. How did you get on with your parents? 

A. Very well, <..pause..> I don't remember much about my father, he died you see, but eh, my mother was 
very good, she was a good mother to us. 

 

Q. Did your parents go to church? 

A. Oh aye, oh aye, my mother still goes to church. 

 

Q. Did you go as a family? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember what church it was? 

A. St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church. 

 

Q. Were your parents interested in politics? 

A. I couldnae tell you, you didnae hear so much talk about politics when we were young. Either that or if 
they were talking and we just werenae interested and took no notice. 

 

Q. So you don't know what party they voted for or anything like that? 

A. What was the parties in thae days though, only just the Labour, and there were Liberal too <..pause..> 
and what was the other one? <..pause..> 

 

Q. It wasn't Labour they voted for was it? 

A. No, it wasnae Labour but there was the Liberal, so we'll say that's what, I don't know whether it was or 
not. 

 

Q. What did your parents do in their spare time?  Did they have any hobbies? Did your mum go to 
Women's Guild? 

A. She was a great churchgoer. 

 

Q. So was it things to do with the church? 

A. Yes well, she wasnae eh, doing all the business as such, but she went to church. 

 

Q. Were they interested in sport at all? 

A. No, not that I know of, <..pause..> in thae days homes were looked after by the parents, their parents 
didnae do as they do now. Women nowadays and men have a freer life than they had in our day. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of your parents’ house in St. Mary's Wynd? Do you know how many rooms 
there were? 

A. I think it was a three apartment. 

 

Q. Was that just two bedrooms? 

A. Yes. A wee bedroom and a big bedroom and a kitchen as they called them in thae days, now they call 
them living rooms. 

 

Q. Did you have to share a bedroom? 

A. I had to share a bedroom yes. 

 

Q. You had a sister as well? 

A. I had a sister. 

 

Q. Did all the children sleep in the one bedroom? 
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A. I canna mind, I couldna tell ye for sure but I don't think so, I cannae remember seeing the laddies going 
to bed, either that or we were put first and they were put after us, something like that. 

 

Q. Did you have any lodgers? 

A. (laughs) We hadnae room for lodgers, of course folk didnae live like that in these days, having lodgers I 
don't think. They lived on what their payments were didn't they. My father worked hard, <..pause..> he 
worked hard, see how ladies was out doing waiting jobs at night, well he did that years ago. He went out 
doing jobs. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework as well? 

A. Oh, she just did it really for herself, yes. 

 

Q. Did you ever send her washing out? 

A. No, she did it all herself. 

 

Q. Did she mend your clothes? 

A. Oh aye, she had tae dae everything. 

 

Q. Did you get a lot of new clothes? 

A. Well, you would get it when it come your turn. 

 

Q. What about shoes, things like that? 

A. Oh, I always had guid shoes on my feet or boots as we wore, laced boots. 

 

Q. Was your father good at helping your mum in the house? 

A. Very good, <..pause..> very good. 

 

Q. What sort of things did he used to do? 

A. Well, he would do anything, <..pause..> he was a gentleman, was my father. 

 

Q. Did he do a lot with you as children? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did he used to dress you or take you out for walks? 

A. He took us for a walk every Sunday if it was good. 

 

Q. Did he tell you stories? 

A. Yes, every Sunday, please. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you have any jobs to do around the house? 

A. No, no. Not until you got older you had anything to do. You had to help as you got older. 

 

Q. What sort of things? 

A. Clearing tables, and learning, it learnt ye. 

 

Q. What sort of age did you have to start helping out? 

A. Well, <..pause..> I didnae ken, I cannae just go back to what age it would be, but I remember you had to 
help to clear the table, take the dirty dishes to the sink and such like. Of course there was nae hot water 
in these days, you had to wait until the thing boiled. 

 

Q. What about your brothers and your sister, did they have to do any jobs? 
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A. Oh they did the same, they worked dear, <..pause..> they all did a wee bit. 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have as a child? 

A. Oh we had good food, <..pause..> stews and <..pause..> soups <..pause..> and such like, good healthy food. 

 

Q. What about on a Sunday? 

A. Oh Sunday, well it was special, you always got a meat on a Sunday morning and an egg. 

 

Q. What was your favourite meal, can you remember something that was maybe a favourite? 

A. No, we were just a happy lot and that was that. 

 

Q. Did your mother shop for the food or did your father used to do that? 

A. Oh, I think they both helped each other very well. 

 

Q. Was it the Co-Op that she used to use or the local shop? 

A. Usually the Co-Operative. 

 

Q. What about special occasions, on birthdays, Christmas? 

A. Well, Christmas and birthdays and that they just, <..pause..> you knew it was your birthday and that was 
that. 

 

Q. You didn't celebrate then? 

A. Oh no, <..pause..> you hadnae the means to celebrate these things. Maybe you would have a wee cup of 
tea among yourselves, but not, what we would say, do now. Of course they have the means to do it 
now, they hadn't. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play any games with you? 

A. Yes, my father was a great yin to play games with, <..pause..> take us for walks. 

 

Q. What sort of games did you play? 

A. Och well, just the usual. 

 

Q. Board games, like maybe Ludo? 

A. Aye, that's just what I mean, just the usual. 

 

Q. Did you have a lot of books in the house? 

A. Well my father and mother were both readers, <..pause..> my mother was a great one for reading books. 

 

Q. Were they in the library? 

A. I think she would be, I think so. 

 

Q. And what about you? 

A. I never was in the library. 

 

Q. Did you used to get newspapers? 

A. Aye, <..pause..> we got the ‘Weekly News’. Sometimes we only needed to use the paper, and sometimes 
we didn't. 

 

Q. Can you remember what newspaper it was? 

A. Oh I cannae tell ye, it would be the ‘News of the World’ or something to that effect. 
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Q. Did you go out visiting neighbours or friends and relations? 

A. No, no much, but they did visit, but not much. 

 

Q. What about any other outings with your parents? 

A. Well my parents if they'd went anyplace they came and took the lot with us. They never went anyplace 
without us being looked after or, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Do you remember where you used to go for a special outing? 

A. Och well, if you went in a bus it was to maybe Bannockburn or some of these places. You thought that 
was grand. 

 

Q. What did you do? 

A. Well, just took a run in the bus and walked round maybe, two or three different things. 

 

Q. Did you ever go away on any holidays? 

A. We never had holidays, we went daily holidays. 

 

Q. Do you remember any of these? 

A. Well I can mind going on holiday with them, but I just cannae mind where exactly to. I can remember 
going to Portobello once, <..pause..> we were taken like that, I was well brought up, poor but honest. 

 

Q. Do you ever remember being taken to a wedding? 

A. No, <..pause..> I cannae mind. <..pause..> See folk didnae go in for weddings as they dae nowadays, they 
hadnae the means. 

 

Q. How did you spend your Sunday when you were a child? 

A. Well you went to church on Sunday, in the morning and then you came out and if it was a good day you 
went oot to play and maybe went to the park, <..pause..> and things like that. 

 

Q. Was that your special Sunday clothes you had on? 

A. Yeah, oh aye, you had your Sunday clothes on <..pause..> and you mustn't dirty them. (laughter) 

 

Q. What would happen if you got dirty? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> well, I cannae tell ye what happened but I can remember swearing once, but don't ask me 
what the swear word was, but when I tell ye I can feel my backside's sore yet. <..pause..> Whatever I says 
I don't know, <..pause..> but I never repeated it I'll tell ye. (laughter) Bairns wouldnae let you do that to 
them now. <..pause..> What a different world. 

 

Q. Did you used to say prayers at night? 

A. We had to say our prayers. 

 

Q. So religion was quite important to you as a child? 

A. Oh yes, I had a good relationship, and good father and mother. 

 

Q. Did you bring up your children in the same way? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you all go to church regularly? 

A. I just did as I had seen done. 

 

Q. When you were a child, who did you used to play with, was it just your brothers and sister? 

A. Ah well, there were bairns about the doors who we played with. 
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Q. Did you used to play games against them? 

A. Yes, that's right, Hide and Seek and (laughter) carry on. 

 

Q. What sort of toys did you have? Were the toys hand-made or did your parents buy them? 

A. Oh, they'd just be bought I dare say, <..pause..> there wouldna be a lot of toys, there were too many 
bairns together for toys. 

 

Q. Do you remember the sort of toys you used to have? 

A. Och well, <..pause..> I think the laddies would have a variation of our doll, something, and we would have 
the same. 

 

Q. Did you have any dolls, things like that? 

A. Oh dolls, oh aye. 

 

Q. Did you have any special dolls at all? 

A. Oh we had dolls, no doubt about it, but I wouldna say they were nothing special. 

 

Q. What about when you were little? 

A. Yes, <..pause..> you would have a doll then. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Aye, <..pause..> we were mixed and we learned Tommy and John and me and Mary, <..pause..> there was 
quite a crowd and nothing to keep them. 

 

Q. Were you free to play games with anyone you pleased? 

A. Oh no, <..pause..> no, you were taught who you played with, who you didn't play with. 

 

Q. Was it certain ones that your parents said you couldn't play with? 

A. Well I dare say there would a certain, but what for, God knows. 

 

Q. Was there any fighting between the kids in the street? 

A. No, <..pause..> no. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies then? 

A. Well there were very little in these days to have hobbies about, wasn't there. 

 

Q. Did you collect things, like cigarette cards? 

A. Oh we would do that, <..pause..> we'd do the likes of thae things. 

 

Q. Did you have any pets? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sports? 

A. No, just the school. 

 

Q. Were you in Brownies or the Guides? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you used to go to the pictures? 
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A. The pictures? Oh, I dinnae ken, they [Parents] didnae believe in going to the pictures, it depended on 
what the picture was about. 

 

Q. Did you not go to the pictures at all? 

A. Oh, went to go to the pictures, no doubt, but it must have pleased them, the picture. We didnae get to 
go to the pictures, but you didnae understand then what it was, <..pause..> you just were told you 
werenae going. 

 

Q. Did you used to get any pocket money? 

A. You got maybe a penny at the end of the week. 

 

Q. Could you spend that on whatever you wanted? 

A. That was your own. 

 

Q. What did you used to spend it on? 

A. Oh well, it would be toffees or something that would last. <..pause..> Yet we were as happy. 

 

Q. Were you ever taught any lessons before you started school? 

A. Oh I've seen my father was a great yin for learning us. 

 

Q. Was that to write? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. How old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Oh I must have been five. 

 

Q. What school was that? 

A. St. Mary's. 

 

Q. Primary school? 

A. No, St. Mary's Roman Catholic School. 

 

Q. Did you like school? 

A. Oh I liked school, aye. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. Yes, there were some of them good and some of them bad. 

 

Q. What if someone did something at school which the teachers disapproved of, what would happen? 

A. Oh, you were just, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And how did they used to? <..pause..> 

A. With a strap. <..pause..> Well it wisnae a strap, in more cases it wis a cane. 

 

Q. Did the teachers used to emphasize certain things as important: like manners, tidiness, punctuality? 

A. Well they just knew by the looks of ye if you were, <..pause..> alright, if you had manners and they knew if 
you were well dressed or kept clean. 

 

Q. Didn't they used to preach all the time about being on time, and ways of speaking and politeness? 

A. Well I don't know, I cannae tell ye much on that line but I know we got our lessons. 
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Q. Do you remember what lessons you used to get taught? 

A. Well we learned how tae dae sums and how tae read and how tae write. 

 

Q. What did you used to wear to school? Was there a uniform? 

A. No, <..pause..> no uniforms. 

 

Q. What did you do at play-times? 

A. Oh, we just played. <..pause..> The bairns used tae go oot. 

 

Q. What sort of games? Can you remember? 

A. Oh, Tig an' Het and such like. (laughter) 

 

Q. Did you go to another school after that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What age were you when you left St. Mary's School? 

A. Fourteen. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to any part-time education after that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. When you left school, did you go straight into work? 

A. I left school at fourteen, that was the age of leaving school at that time, and if you found a job, well and 
good and if ye didnae you just had to go idle. 

 

Q. Did you find a job? 

A. I was lucky, how I got a job, certainly it was a mill, but it was work <..pause..> and I liked it. 

 

Q. Do you remember how you got that job? 

A. Oh, I cannae remember. 

 

Q. Can you describe to me what sort of work you had to do? 

A. Well, ye cannae go back that far, perhaps you would be on a machine, and I could be feeding you wae 
wool and such likes. <..pause..> I cannae mind whatever it wis I did. 

 

Q. Do you remember how you learned the job? Did somebody else teach you? 

A. Oh somebody must've learned us what to do. 

 

Q. Do you remember your hours? 

A. It werenae long hours we did. <..pause..> I don't think we were allowed to take too long. 

 

Q. So you don't remember when you used to start? 

A. <..pause..> We wouldnae start before eight o'clock in the morning anyway. 

 

Q. How did you get there? 

A. We just had to walk. 

 

Q. You had to walk from Stirling? 

A. It was when we stayed in Stirling that I went to school. 
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Q. I mean, when you were working at Alloa, how did you used to get to your job? 

A. We had to go and get the train in the morning. 

 

Q. What time was that? 

A. Well, we started at six o'clock. 

 

Q. You started at six o'clock in the morning? 

A. Ridiculous! 

 

Q. What time did you finish? 

A. I think it was six at night. <..pause..> I'm not sure. 

 

Q. You had to get the train back again? 

A. Everything's a good guess. 

 

Q. Was that Monday to Friday? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. Did you work on Saturday's as well? 

A. No. 

 

Q. You didn't work weekends at all? 

A. We didn't work weekends at all. 

 

Q. Did you used to have breaks for your lunch when you were at work? 

A. Oh, we'd have a dinner time, I dare say. <..pause..> We were bound tae have a dinner time. 

 

Q. Did you have any holidays with pay? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What about your wages, can you remember what you got? 

A. They werenae good wages, but they had tae be handed over, whatever ye got. 

 

Q. All of them? 

A. You got something back, no doubt, but your mother got your wages when you come in. You were quite 
proud giving her them. You thought you were doing grand. It's hardly changed the world now. 

 

Q. What did you used to spend the money that you had left on? 

A. Oh, I dare say it would be sweeties. 

 

Q. Sweeties again? 

A. There were nothing else for ye but sweeties, unless you bought an apple or an orange or something to 
that effect. 

 

Q. Did you used to buy your own clothes when you were working or did your mother buy them? 

A. My mother always bought my clothes. 

 

Q. Was that in the Co-Op? 

A. Yes she did, aye, my check number was 2578. 
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Q. In the mill at Alloa, did the men and women work together? 

A. Well, <..pause..> it depended on what sort of wool that certain machine was spitting out. I couldnae work 
in there, I knew at another one, but we werenae doing the same work. 

 

Q. So the men could possibly be working with the women, depending on where it was? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you get on with the people you worked with? 

A. Fine. 

 

Q. Did you used to talk a lot? 

A. Aye, we used tae all blether. 

 

Q. So it was quite relaxed, you could talk when you were working? 

A. Yes, providing you didn't forget tae neglect your work. 

 

Q. What about your boss, did you get on with? <..pause..> 

A. Aye, they were alright. 

 

Q. There was a few of them was there? 

A. No, <..pause..> I really liked Alloa Mill. 

 

Q. Was there a works’ club? Did you used to go on works outings? 

A. No, <..pause..> no. 

 

Q. What about, say, when a worker retired, did you used to have a little party for them or a presentation? 

A. I don't think so. 

 

Q. So you didn't used to give them anything? 

A. Folk werenae as well off in these days to have parties. Pays were a disgrace. 

 

Q. What about your own pay, were you happy about that? 

A. Well, I kent nae better. We were all just the same. 

 

Q. Did you feel that your boss treated you well? 

A. Oh they were nice enough, they were only doing their job, they'd be getting paid too. 

 

Q. Do you remember how long you worked there? 

A. I cannae remember how long I worked at that, <..pause..> but that's where I worked anyway, but I rather 
liked it. 

 

Q. When did you leave? 

A. Oh, I don't know when I left. 

 

Q. Was it to get married maybe? 

A. Oh, it must have been. 

 

Q. Do you remember when you got married? 

A. Aye. 
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Q. Do you remember what year it was? 

A. What year was it? I cannae mind. <..pause..> No. 

 

Q. When you were working full-time at the mill then, did you still live at home? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Could you bring friends back to the house? 

A. Oh we could bring friends, yes. 

 

Q. Did you have your own room? 

A. Well there werenae so much of that in these days as what they are now. See, present parents and 
families have learned an awful lot off the cinema. 

 

Q. When you started work, did it change how well you got on with your parents? 

A. No, no. You just did the same after you started work, <..pause> you just thought it was expected of you, 
so you did it. 

 

Q. How did you spend your Sundays, then? 

A. Well you'd go to church on a Sunday morning and then of course you would have the day, <..pause..> I 
don't remember much about going to Sunday School, but we went to church. 

 

Q. What about in the afternoons? 

A. Well in the afternoon, we may have went to Sunday School, I cannae mind. 

 

Q. Did you take an interest in politics when you started work? 

A. No, no. <..pause..> No, no. 

 

Q. Didn't it interest you at all? 

A. They were out of the question. We never spoke about it unless among older people. 

 

Q. What about your free time when you were working, what did you used to do? 

A. Well, I used tae like to go to the dancing. 

 

Q. You went to the dancing? 

A. Oh aye. 

 

Q. And where did you go? 

A. Well, there were a great wee hall down the Craigs, and we went down to the Craigs hall dancing. 

 

Q. Do you remember what it was called? 

A. No, it hadnae a special name, it may have had and I forget, <..pause..> but I know we enjoyed it. 

 

Q. What sort of dances do you remember? 

A. Oh well, it was eightsome reels, and all that kind, it was good <..pause..> happy dancing. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to go to the cinema then? 

A. The cinema was always there, but I was more interested in going to the dancing. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies, sports, things like that? 

A. No. 
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Q. What did you do if you stayed in at nights? 

A. Well, if there were anything to do to help your mother you did it, and if there were nothing well you just 
sat there and read a book, or something to that effect. 

 

Q. Did you go away on holidays then? 

A. Yes, I've been on holiday with my parents when I was young. 

 

Q. Do you remember anything about it? 

A. Well, I can remember we used tae go tae Edinburgh quite a lot, while I had my mother and father and 
friends together I think, <..pause..> relations. 

 

Q. When you were working did you make new friends? 

A. Well, <..pause..> it was just as usual, you went up and come home at night and if they were dancing, you 
went to the dancing. 

 

Q. Did your parents know who your friends were? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes, <..pause..> they had tae know. If they didnae suit them, well that was that. 

 

Q. And you just did what they said? 

A. You had to, <..pause..> there werenae such a thing as saying, “I dinnae bother what she says.” You 
listened 'cause you were forced tae listen, <..pause..> and we had good parents. 

 

Q. Do you remember what age you were when you got married? 

A. Eighteen past, I think. 

 

Q. How long did you know your husband? 

A. Well, when the war was on, I had known him through my brother, <..pause..> they came on leave 
together, <..pause..> that was that. 

 

Q. You don't remember the year? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your brother bring him back to the house? 

A. Yes, he came to the house with my brother. 

 

Q. Did you get engaged first, before you got married? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What about where you got married, do you remember where that was? 

A. Oh, we were married in the church. 

 

Q. In the church in Stirling? 

A. Yes, 

 

Q. Was that St. Mary's? 

A. St. Mary's. 

 

Q. Do you remember much about your wedding? What you wore? 

A. Oh aye, that would be a costume likely. I couldnae mind what I was dressed. Folk hadnae the means, 
<..pause..> dressing them up as they do now, and then you can go to a shop and they give you it and 
then you pay it up. I don't think we had anything like that as you had to do with what you had or do 
without. 
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Q. Did you have a little reception? 

A. Well sometimes I think there were a reception, but not every time. 

 

Q. Did you have one yourself? 

A. I cannae mind tae tell ye the truth, nae use in telling lies. 

 

Q. Was your husband from Stirling as well? 

A. He was brought up in Stirling. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon? 

A. No. 

 

Q. How old was your husband when you married? 

A. Oh, he wasnae very much older than me then. Older right enough, but not that much. 

 

Q. What was his job? 

A. He worked in Alloa, in a mill, in em, <..pause..> the shipyards. 

 

Q. Did he have any jobs before that? 

A. No, and then when the war came, he left there and went into the Ordnance Store and worked in the 
clerical department. 

 

Q. Did you stop work when you got married? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And you never worked again after all that? 

A. No, I had enough to do. (laughter) 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you would need to work again financially? 

A. Oh, you did, but you just couldnae do it because if people watched your children, you paid them for it, 
<..pause..> so you were as well as at home. 

 

Q. Would your mother not have taken the children for you? 

A. Well, you never just always stayed exactly near them, <..pause..> it wasnae handy <..pause..> and then my 
mother had a lot of grandbairns all the same age, so she couldnae look after them all. <..pause..> She did 
her best. 

 

Q. Now many children did you have yourself? 

A. Oh, John, Wullie and Tommy and Mary, Kathy and Jim. Jim died, he took, pneumonia. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. You didnae take what you wanted, nothing like that in those days, you took as the saying was ‘What 
God sent ye’. It's an entirely different ball now. Women tell you if their going tae have a family, how 
many their going to have and what they'll do with their, <..pause..> That wasnae in our vocabulary at all. 

 

Q. Did you know anything about birth control? 

A. Not at all. 

 

Q. What about childbirth, did you know what to expect? 

A) No, <..pause..> you just took it as it came. 
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Q. Were all your children born at home? 

A. Oh aye, oh aye. 

 

Q. What sort of medical help did you have? Was it the District Nurse? 

A. Just the nurse. 

 

Q. How did you feed your children, were they all bottle fed? 

A. Well, to a certain extent you fed them on the breast because when you had the milk. The older it is, the 
milk got less, <..pause..> it was taking more off you so therefore you hadnae any. 

 

Q. Did you have any difficulty breast-feeding? 

A. No. 

 

Q. If you needed advice, who did you used to ask? 

A. My mother, 

 

Q. What about your husband, did he have a lot to do with the children when they were babies? 

A. Oh, played with them and that, oh aye. 

 

Q. He didn't change nappies or anything? 

A. Oh no, you wouldnae have even have asked them, you wouldnae have said, "You put that nappy on!" 
you thought it was your place. <..pause..> That's how you were taught. 

 

Q. What about the housekeeping, did you manage all the housekeeping money, or did your husband? 

A. I managed it yes, <..pause..> that's right, <..pause..> I didnae know naebody in Stirling. 

 

Q. Did you used to pay the bills or did your husband used to pay them? 

A. Well, it wasnae bills, you lived on what you had, <..pause..> and your possessions. 

 

Q. Did you still shop in the Co-Op? 

A. Well, you shopped in your nearest market. 

 

Q. If you were ill or confined to bed, say when you were having one of the children, who used to help you? 

A. Well, your mother would come and help you. 

 

Q. What about neighbours, did they help as well? 

A. And neighbours. 

 

Q. What about your washing, did your mum just take your washing? 

A. That's right. 

 

Q. What about where you lived at the time when you got married, did you get a house in Stirling? 

A. Aye, although we stayed in the town, yes. 

 

Q. Where was that? 

A. Broad Street. 

 

Q. All the people in that area, did they all have the same standard of living or were there some better off 
than others? 
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A. Oh, some of them, their men had better jobs, but that didnae make no difference, they were still good 
neighbours. 

 

Q. Were there any ‘Toffs’ in the neighbourhood? 

A. Oh yes, <..pause..> you get them no matter where you go, (laughs) the poorer you were the more the 
‘Toff’ you were. (laughs) 

 

Q. Who did you consider the most important people in your neighbourhood? 

A. Not unless your father and mother, <..pause..> they were your main stay. 

 

Q. Do you think of yourself as a member of a certain class? 

A. Oh well, to a certain extent we did because you didn't get led to play this one and that one <..pause..> I 
can remember. 

 

Q. At that time was it possible to move from one class to another, like if you were working class could you 
change that position? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. The better the job you got on well though the better, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you know anyone that that happened to? 

A. Oh, it more or less happened to us all. 

 

Q. Was your home rented? 

A. Oh yes, we got a rented house, but I had a good home. 

 

Q. Did you have a landlord or was it Council? 

A. A landlord, <..pause..> the town was your landlord. 

 

Q. Did your husband used to belong to any savings club? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Do you ever remember having to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Oh, it was a struggle all the time, (laughs) there werenae one special day for a struggle. 

 

Q. Did the local shops help out, did they ever used to give you credit on anything? 

A. Well yes, but what was the use of taking credit when you couldnae pay it, so my mother told us when 
we never got credit, you were never asked it. You did with what you got or do without. 

 

Q. Can you remember if there were any pawn shops in Stirling at that time? 

A. Pawn shops? Well there was one in <..pause..> The Steeple as well as, <..pause..> oh dear, I cannae mind 
the name of the street now, <..pause..> there were two pawn shops up near where I stayed that was in 
the Mary Wynd at the foot of the Broad Street, but there was another one someplace. To tell ye the 
truth, we never went tae the pawn shop. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any charities? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Was your husband ever out of work when you were married at any time? 

A. Oh yes, <..pause..> see he had a wound in his arm, he got in the war, and sometimes it bothered him 
terrible and all they gave him for a pension was eight shillings [Forty pence] a week, <..pause..> and I've 
seen him in utter agony with that arm, and he was only eighteen when he got it. 

 

Q. So was he off work; quite a lot with it? 
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A. Well no <..pause..> I knew when it was sore because it used tae get all inflamed and swell. It was a 
shame the way they were treated, and they were only laddies that went tae the war. 

 

Q.  So the place that you lived, was it quite a friendly neighbourhood then? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q.  Do you have any memories of the Second World War? What it was like then? 

A. Oh well, it was just a case of you had and I hadn't. Some had work and some had men working and 
other ones had men in the army, so it was a different life altogether. You that had the man at home 
working was better off than the one that hadnae. 

 

Q.  What about rationing, do you remember anything about it? 

A. Och, I can mind of the rationing, it was terrible. 

 

Q. Tell me about that? 

A. Well, you had to take your book if you wanted, no matter what, and you were allowed so much and by 
that you didn't go. See, you had to be very careful. 

 

Q. Do you remember how much you used to get of certain things, like butter or sugar or anything like that; 
for a week, say? 

A. We were lucky if we got four ounce of butter. 

 

Q. For the week? 

A. Aye, <..pause..> but that's true. 

 

Q. Do you remember how much sugar you used to get? 

A. We got an allowance, maybe about one or two ounces. <..pause..> It was alright if there were two or three 
of you, or your mother had a better <..pause..> but there weren't many more than one, two. It must've 
been an awfy struggle to make ends meet. 

 

Q. Were there any air raids? 

A. Aye, we had air raids. 

 

Q. Tell us about that? 

A. I remember about an air raid, <..pause..> they told you to go out of your house you know, but I dare say. 

 

Q. To get out of the house, where did you go? 

A. Well, my mother had a big back [yard] and there were a shelter. It had been a house at one time at the 
top, and we used to go there as if we were being saved there, but thank God we were never bothered 
with them, they didnae come up our road. 

 

Q. Were there any bombs in Stirling? 

A. Oh, there were bombs, but not up our road. 

 

Q. Was there a bomb in Stirling at any time? 

A. Aye, I think so, you cannae just mind back <..pause..> it's a wee while now. 
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1900 Blanket Mill Worker 

 
Interviewee Code H2 
Interview Conducted 15th July 1987 
Interviewer Flora Thomson 
Transcribed by A.F. Turner 

 

Q. So what year were you born? 

A. 1900. The 26th of January 1900. 

 

Q. Where were you born? 

A. In Dunnipace, up at Denny you know. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there for? 

A. Oh just, <..pause..> I was young when we come to Bannockburn. 

 

Q. And how many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. <..pause..> I'll have to count them, there was that much of us, <..pause..> eight lassies and one boy. One 
laddie, that was all. 

 

Q. And how old were your parents when you were born, roughly? Can you remember? 

A. No. My mother was quite young, she was just over her fifties when she died and left us all. 

 

Q. And what was your father’s job? 

A. A miner. 

 

Q. And what was his wage? Do you know? 

A. It wouldnae be much, about a couple of pound, for when I got married, my man, that was all the pay he 
had out of the pit, two pound odds a week. 

 

Q. And did he have any other jobs before or after? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. And did your mother have any jobs before she got married? 

A. I couldnae tell you that, hen. 

 

Q. Did she work after she was married? 

A. No, no, no, too much of a family. (laughs) 

 

Q. And was it the done thing for married women to stay at home then? 

A. Oh, you had to stay at home then. 

 

Q. And so, did your parents attend church? 

A. Yes. We was all good church goers. 

 

Q. Was that Church of Scotland? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. Oh there were no such politics then, hardly you know. 
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Q. So you don't know what parties they voted for or anything? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And can you tell me what your parents did in their spare time? 

A. They couldnae do nothing for nursing a family. 

 

Q. Your mother didn't go to the Women's Guild or anything? 

A. No, no, no, there were nothing like that then. 

 

Q. And your father, did he have any hobbies or take part in any sport? 

A. No, no, no. 

 

Q. So he didn't play football or anything? Or spectate? 

A. Oh no. 

 

Q. So what memories do you have of the house that you grew up in when you were a child? How many 
rooms did it have? 

A. A room and kitchen. 

 

Q. So what were the sleeping arrangements then? 

A. You had only a bed in the living room and a bed in the other room. We had to sleep about half a dozen 
lassies, three at the top of the bed and three at the bottom and then the other ones slept in the kitchen, 
you know. It wasnae a living room like this it was just your plain kitchen and that and they had to sleep 
in there. My father was always on the night shift but we had always to get out of bed in the room so as 
he would get ben to his bed when he came in off the night shift. 

 

Q. And did you have a bathroom? 

A. Oh there werenae such a thing as bathrooms then. 

 

Q. So was it an outside toilet you would have? 

A. It was an outside toilet. A dry toilet with a pail and the washing house, it was just a boiler and we used 
to have the big tub, boiled the water and that's how we got our bath, in the big tub. 

 

Q. What were your personal washing arrangements? Did you have a zinc bath in front of the fire? 

A. No, no, this big washing tub, we used to bath in it out in the washing house. 

 

Q. In the washing house? 

A. Yes. The washing house was attached and it was the ground floor and just a thingmy for boiling the 
water in. 

 

Q. And did your mother do all the housework? 

A. She had to. Yes, we had all to help as we got older. 

 

Q. And did she make the family's clothes? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Did she knit and sew? 

A. Sew. 

 

Q. And did you get many new clothes? 
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A. No you did not, (laughs) they had no money to get new clothes hardly. You had to make them do. Take 
them off at night and wash them for the next morning. 

 

Q. So did people give you cast-offs or were you given cast-offs from your elder sisters? 

A. Yes, the elder sisters, yes. 

 

Q. And did you get many new shoes? 

A. <..pause..> We was always kept in good footwear, for you got them given to you for nothing, about five 
shillings a pair we used to get them for. 

 

Q. And so did your father help your mother with any of the jobs in the house? 

A. Oh he had to, yes. 

 

Q. What kind of things did he do? 

A. Oh well he would maybe set the table or maybe help with the dishes and that. 

 

Q. And did he look after the children? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. And so did he read to you and tell you stories and things like that? 

A. Och, he hadnae time. 

 

Q. And you mentioned that you had jobs to do around the house? What kind of housework did you do? 

A. Well it was the old fashioned fireplace, you know. You had your ash pan and you had your slider and 
the steel fire place, the steel fender. You had always to polish them, work with them on a Friday night, 
to clean them. We used to put them in below the bed and then take them out on a Saturday morning so 
as we got a nice fireplace on a Saturday morning. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you do any other chores around the house? 

A. No, just helped. 

 

Q. Did you go messages or anything? 

A. Oh we had to go messages. 

 

Q. And your brothers and sisters, did they do the same chores as you? 

A. We had all to work through one another. 

 

Q. And did you continue to do the housework after you left school? 

A. No, I left school on the Friday and I started in Templeton’s Mill on the Monday and I was there 'til I was 
married, when I was twenty-one. 

 

Q. And what kind of meals did you have when you were wee? Can you remember? 

A. Porridge and plenty soup and everything, you know, porridge every morning. They had no money then 
for butcher meat nor nothing hardly and no family allowance to keep you going nor nothing like that. 

 

Q. And did you have anything different to eat on Sundays? 

A. Yes we had a breakfast on a Sunday and a wee bit meat and maybe our soup and tatties and a bit meat 
for our dinner. Oh we were well enough fed for the stuff was cheap then. 

 

Q. And did your mother eat well? 

A. Oh yes. 
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Q. She didn't give more to the family and the rest to herself? 

A. Oh yes, we was all well fed. 

 

Q. And where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. Och, just in any shop in the Bannockburn. 

 

Q. It wasn't the Co-Operative? 

A. There was a Co-Operative, yes. 

 

Q. And did you go shopping with your mum? 

A. We went shopping. 

 

Q. So can you name which shops you used to go to? 

A. The Co-Operative was in the main street of Bannockburn and Mr. McNaughton’s the butcher. 

 

Q. And did you go to the shops in Stirling? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And did you have to walk to the shops and back or did you get some form of transport? 

A. Oh no, it was just down the road. Bannockburn, that's where we bid, it was just in the main street of 
Bannockburn. 

 

Q. And how did you celebrate special occasions like birthdays and Christmas time? 

A. We never got none. We never held anything for we hadnae money to buy Christmas. We was lucky if 
we got an orange and an apple. It's true though. 

 

Q. Did you hang up your Christmas stocking on Christmas Eve? 

A. You hang up your stocking but that was all that was got in it, an orange and an apple. 

 

Q. And at birthday times, did you have a birthday cake or anything? 

A. No, no, no, no luxuries like that. 

 

Q. And did your parents ever play games with you? 

A. Never thought. 

 

Q. And did you have books to read when you were at home? 

A. Oh yes, we used to draw, get books and we used to sit and draw you know with the books and that. 

 

Q. And did you belong to a library or anything? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. And were you taken out visiting to neighbours and friends? 

A. <..pause..> Oh there were three neighbours all in the one close you know that we could go about one 
another, it was a big building and we was in the bottom flat and there were three neighbours and three 
on the top and three on the top you know. 

 

Q. And so was there a friendly kind of community atmosphere then? 

A. Yes, it was an old fashioned building you know. 

 

Q. And did you ever go any holidays when you were young? 

A. No, we never got no place. 
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Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. Oh yes, they were all married but no big weddings, going to halls nor that, just went and got married 
and back and had a cup of tea in the house, that was all. 

 

Q. And did you go to church on Sundays? 

A. Went to church, yes, we had to. 

 

Q. And did you go to Sunday School then? 

A. And the Sunday School. The church and the Sunday School. As the church came out you just stood 
and went back in to the Sunday School. 

 

Q. And do you remember any Temperance clubs like the Band of Hope or anything like that? 

A. There was a Band of Hope in Bannockburn. 

 

Q. And did you go to that? 

A. We used to go down to that and it was in the new road in Bannockburn. 

 

Q. And what kind of things did you do there? 

A. Och just sat and blethered and we would have music in it and that and a wee sing song and that. 

 

Q. And did you have cups of tea and things to eat? 

A. Cups of tea, mm, hmm. 

 

Q. And did you have different clothes to wear on Sundays? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So were you taught to say prayers at night when you were young? 

A. Oh yes, when we was young we had to. 

 

Q. And was religion important to you when you were a child? 

A. Oh yes, yes, I liked the church and that. 

 

Q. And so when you were wee did you play with the neighbours or brothers and sisters? 

A. We all played together at Peever and Jumping Ropes and everything you know. 

 

Q. And did you have any toys? 

A. Couldnae afford toys. 

 

Q. So you didn't have any homemade toys then? 

A. No, no, no. 

 

Q. And so were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Oh we got mucky, got dirty right enough. 

 

Q. And did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. They played together you know. 

 

Q. And were you free to play games with anyone? 

A. Och yes, they all played through one another, Hide and Seek and all that, you never see that now. 
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Q. And how did you spend your free time at week-ends after school and things like that? 

A. Just playing. 

 

Q. And did you have any hobbies like collecting scraps, you know these floral scraps and angelic faces 
and things? 

A. No, no, no. 

 

Q. Or did you go cycling or anything like that when you were young? 

A. No, no, no. 

 

Q. Or did you go walking? 

A. Yes, we used to go walking. We used to go up the quarry and catch tadpoles and keep them and then 
they come into the wee frogs you know. 

 

Q. And did you keep any pets? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And did you take part in any sports, like netball or hockey? 

A. No. there were nothing like that. No, no, no. 

 

Q. And did you belong to the Guides? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So did you ever go to the pictures? 

A. Yes, you got to the pictures for tuppence then. 

 

Q. And what kind of films did you see? 

A. Oh dinnae ask me that now. 

 

Q. Was it Cowboys and Indians? 

A. Cowboys and Indians likely. 

 

Q. And did you go to concerts? 

A. No, no, had nothing like that then. 

 

Q. And did you get pocket money from your parents? 

A. Yes, a penny or tuppence you got. 

 

Q. And can you tell me what you spent it on? 

A. Well you could go out and you could get as much sweeties and that for your penny and if we was 
hungry we used to buy a penny bag of chips with it at night, that's what you paid for your chips. You got 
your fish supper for four pence then, look at the price of it now, £1.20 for a fish supper, eh, it's a 
scandal. I never buy them of course. 

 

Q. And can you remember what kind of sweets they had then when you were a child? 

A. Oh it was always a stick of black sugarallie we buyed. You know you got a stick like this for about a 
ha'penny and a penny. 

 

Q. Did you have crisps in those days, things like that? 

A. Oh no, no, nothing like that. 
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Q. And coming on to your schooldays, how old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Oh you had to be five. 

 

Q. And was it just an ordinary Primary school you were at? 

A. Yes, just the ordinary school we went to. 

 

Q. And what did you think of it? 

A. It was a good school we had. 

 

Q. Were the teachers strict or friendly? 

A. They were really friendly teachers we had. Not like the ones now, there's some terrible, eh. 

 

Q. And what punishments were there if you were naughty? 

A. The strap and a big pointer. You know, the pointer they use for telling you things. 

 

Q. Something like a cane? 

A. Yes, a cane and if you was naughty you got it over the knuckles or you got the strap. 

 

Q. And can you remember what subjects you were taught? 

A. Everything and all thing, Geography, you know. 

 

Q. Science? 

A. No, nothing like that. 

 

Q. Arithmetic? English? 

A. Yes, and they had always the big map and you had to tell all the places on it, you know. 

 

Q. And did you do Needlework and Domestic Science as well? 

A. No, there were nothing like that. 

 

Q. Nothing like that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. Yes, they were all in the same class you see. 

 

Q. And what did you wear to school? 

A. Oh, anything. 

 

Q. There wasn't a uniform or anything? 

A. No, no, no, no uniforms. 

 

Q. But were you all dressed basically the same? 

A. No, no, no, just had to put on what you had. 

 

Q. And what did you do at playtimes? 

A. Went out and played at Tug-of-war and chasing all round about you know. 

 

Q. And did you go on to another school after that? 
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A. No, no, that was the only school. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you left school? 

A. Fourteen. 

 

Q. And would you have stayed on longer? 

A. No, that was the age for leaving then. 

 

Q. And did you do any part-time education like night classes? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. So when you were at school, did you have a part-time job or anything? 

A. No, <..pause..> no. 

 

Q. So what was your first full time job? 

A. After I left the school? The mill at the foot of the Craigs, Templeton’s Mill and I was there 'til I was 
married. 

 

Q. And did you walk all the way from Bannockburn? 

A. I had to walk all the way from Bannockburn, there were no motors then. 

 

Q. And how did you get your job? 

A. How did I get it? 

 

Q. Yes. Was it advertised in the newspapers? 

A. No, no, <..pause..> there were four of us worked in that mill at the same time, four sisters, the older sister 
and when she got married the other one had to keep the house you see. That's how it worked, when 
one got married the other one had to keep the house and when she got married the other one had to 
keep the house and then other one, the other one had to keep the house 'til we was all out of the mill 
then. 

 

Q. And so could you describe your work at the mill? 

A. Oh yes it was at the, <..pause..> oh, you wouldnae understand me, it was at the jeannies. Och, a jenny 
the length of that building, you know, the two, and then the out and in and the wool goes into bobbins 
and that's what I was at. 

 

Q. How did you learn? Did you watch or were you trained? 

A. No, you had to pick it up, there were maybe four of us in the place and you had just to learn to do it. 

 

Q. And what hours did you work? 

A. From six in the morning 'til six at night, for five and six a week. 

 

Q. And were there any breaks for meals? 

A. Yes, in the morning at nine o'clock, that was for your breakfast and then at one o'clock for your dinner, 
but you had to carry your piece with you. 

 

Q. And your wage, was it a time wage or a piece wage? 

A. Just your ordinary wage, no piece time nor nothing. 

 

Q. And did you feel that that was a fair wage or not? 

A. You couldnae do nothing else, that's all you got. 
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Q. And did you give the money that you earned to your mother? 

A. Oh, you had to give it up, you had to give it up. And if you got in for your work before six o'clock they 
timed you, there were a check and if you got in before that check you got an extra sixpence in the week, 
and that was, ken, our pocket money. (laughs) 

 

Q. And did you still live at home at this time? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. And what other jobs were there in the mill? 

A. Well a lot of different jobs, you know, it was all wool for the blankets and that you see, and then the time 
of the war we used to work often 'til nine o'clock at night for the sake of the dark wool for the blankets 
for the army. 

 

Q. And did men and women work together? 

A. Oh yes, the men and women was all there. 

 

Q. And could you talk or relax at all when you were working? Was it a friendly atmosphere? 

A. Och yes, everybody spoke to you. Och there were about four different places you know, sheds and that 
and there were different ones and I finished up washing the wool as it came off the sheep through their 
big machines, to get it all washed white to get used up. 

 

Q. And did you sing any songs when you were doing your work? 

A. Oh I don't know. 

 

Q. Was there a works’ outing? 

A. No. Nothing like that. 

 

Q. Was there a presentation when a worker retired? 

A. No, you got nothing, nothing. 

 

Q. And did any of the employers or the wives visit workers at times of sickness or bereavement? 

A. No, no, no. 

 

Q. And how did your employer treat you? 

A. Oh, they were good and they had all gaffers, they had a gaffer for every section you see and they were 
really good. 

 

Q. Were they friendly or strict? 

A. No, they werenae strict, they wouldnae need to have been. (laughs) 

 

Q. And was there a Trade Union? 

A. No, there were nothing like that then, <..pause..> nothing. 

 

Q. So you didn't take part in any strikes or activities? 

A. No, no, there were nothing. 

 

Q. And how did you feel about the work that you were doing? 

A. Oh I liked my job, yes. 

 

Q. And how long did you do this work for? 

A. From when I was fourteen 'til I was twenty-one, 'til I got married, and that's the time I was in it. And 
when I finished up I was getting two pound twelve and six a week. 
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Q. And was it usual to stay on or leave after you got married? 

A. Oh you could leave if you wanted. 

 

Q. But was it usual to leave after you got married? 

A. Och yes, because my man, when I got married, he was a miner so you had to look after your men then. 

 

Q. And would you have preferred another type of occupation? 

A. Me? No, it was the only one I was at. 

 

Q. And so, coming back to when you started work at the mill, you said that you lived at home? Did you 
spend your free time going to dances or anything like that? 

A. Oh I traipsed every place to the dancing. You got into the dancing then for a sixpence and we always 
went. The late nights then was at ten o'clock at night 'til five in the morning, that was your dancing and 
we used to come down to Fallin to the dancing and walk up the Bannockburn Road and then we had to 
run from there into Stirling again to get to the work. 

 

Q. And so what dances did you dance? 

A. Oh, all the old fashioned dancing. 

 

Q. The tango? 

A. No, nothing like that. 

 

Q. The foxtrot? 

A. The eight-some reel and all that. 

 

Q. Scottish country dancing? 

A. Scottish dancing. They dinnae dance now, no, they only make a fool of theirselves. 

 

Q. And did you go to the cinema? 

A. We used to go to the Kinema in Stirling. 

 

Q. And what kind of films did you see? 

A. Oh dinnae ask me, all the old fashioned ones and we used to go to the Allanpark and you got into the 
pictures then for nine pence, that was the price of the pictures. 

 

Q. And did you still go regularly to church on a Sunday? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And so did religion mean more to you as you got older? 

A. Och yes. I used to go to the church here up at Fallin but then I got too old, you know, that I couldnae 
see and I get my envelopes sent to me, I get a year’s envelopes at a time and I put my money in it. In 
fact it's lying in the bottom of that drawer with all the envelopes, I only put ten pence in each one you 
know and it's tied up in the drawer waiting 'til Christmas 'til they lift it. 

 

Q. And did you take an interest in politics when you were working in the mill? 

A. No, there were no such a thing. 

 

Q. And did you ever go on holiday? 

A. Couldnae afford a holiday. (laughs) On five and six a week you couldnae go no place. 

 

Q. And were there any special places where men and women could meet? Did they meet at dances? 
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A. At the dancing. 

 

Q. And did your parents meet your friends? 

A. My father did, not my mother, met my man first, but my mother never. 

 

Q. And did they expect to know where you were at a certain time? 

A. Oh yes, they watched you like a hawk. 

 

Q. And did you have to be home by a certain time? 

A. No, my father didnae bother you know, we was all grown up then. 

 

Q. So you didn't have to be home by say ten o'clock or that? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. So what age were you when you married? 

A. Twenty-one. 

 

Q. And had you known your husband a long time? 

A. Yes, I'd known him about a couple of year anyway. 

 

Q. So how old was he in comparison to you? 

A. Well he was four year older than what I am. 

 

Q. And how did you meet? 

A. At the dancing. And he never danced, he didnae dance, but he stood always at the door to get the 
money and then seen that everything was quiet in the hall, you know no carry on. 

 

Q. And so where did he come from? 

A. Fallin. 

 

Q. So was he from the same background as yourself? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did you get engaged? 

A. Uh-huh. And when we got married, we werenae getting married, we was supposed to be going to 
Glasgow for a day's outing and we finished up in Stirling and got married on special license. (laughs) 

 

Q. So you didn't have a reception? 

A. Nothing, it was the time of the strike, the '21 strike. We had nothing, the miners' strike. 

 

Q. So what did you wear? What clothes were you wearing? 

A. I just had my costume on that I always wore. 

 

Q. And did you have a honeymoon? 

A. Nothing. 

 

Q. And did you get wedding presents? 

A. Nothing. I got a pair of dish towels from an old wife that bid abin us. That was all I had. 

 

Q. So how did you manage to get things like furniture and household things together? 
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A. We went into a wee furnished room and I just had to start and buy it. 

 

Q. And so what was your husband’s job? 

A. He was a miner. 

 

Q. And what was his wage? Do you know? 

A. Two pound odds a week. <..pause..> Yes, two pound odds. 

 

Q. And you said that you stopped working after you got married? You didn't go back to work? 

A. No, I didnae go back to work. 

 

Q. So did you have any children? 

A. Did I have ony children? Christ, I had eight of them there. I've seven living, they're all married of course, 
they're all married now. 

 

Q. Can you remember their names? 

A. Oh yes, that's Mary, I'd James and Betty and Cathy and Hughie and,  
Aside to daughter: did I mention your name Mary? 
Daughter: Yes. 
and David and Billy. I had eight, but one died at six months. 

 

Q. And was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. It wasnae what you wanted, it was what you got. (laughs) 

 

Q. So did you know anything about birth control? 

A. No, there were nothing like that. 

 

Q. Was there no birth control that was available? 

A. No, nothing like that. 

 

Q. So did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. I didnae. When I was having my first boy I was up the Blocks and it was old Dr. Porter, an old doctor but 
he's dead years and years ago and when they went for him I thought he was going to cut me open with 
a knife. I was on to him not to open me with a knife, because we had nobody in the house, you know 
what I mean, to learn you anything nor nothing like that. 

 

Q. So did you read any books about birth? 

A. No, you hadnae time to read nothing. 

 

Q. Were there any books that you could have looked at, telling you how to look after babies and things like 
that? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. So were your children all born at home? 

A. Uh-huh. Just with a mid-wife, that was for the bairns. 

 

Q. And did someone help with the washing and the shopping and things like that? 

A. No, you had to do it all yourself. 

 

Q. You mentioned you had a mid-wife at the birth, but did you have a doctor? 

A. No. 
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Q. So how did you feed your first baby? 

A. They were all by breast, breast fed. 

 

Q. And if you needed advice did you ask your mother for advice or? <..pause..> 

A. My mother was dead years and years ago before that. 

 

Q. So did you go to a nurse or a doctor for advice? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Or neighbours or anything? 

A. No, the neighbours was good up at the Blocks, they always came out and in. 

 

Q. And how much did your husband have to do with looking after the children? 

A. Cannae look after theirselves the half of then, had to look after my own. 

 

Q. So can you remember in the time that you were kind of growing up, when you were young and 
everything like that, what kind of medical care there was? If you were ill did you get visits from a nurse 
or did you only phone up the doctor in times when it was really bad? 

A. Cannae mind of us being ill when we was young. 

 

Q. So you can't remember ever coming into contact with doctors or nurses and visits to the house and 
things like that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So do you remember having to pay for the doctor? 

A. You had to pay for a doctor then, that's why you didnae bother with them, you cured yourself. 

 

Q. So did you have a lot of home cures? 

A. Och, there was a dose of Castor Oil or something they got. (laughs) 

 

Q. And did they work, yes? 

A. Yes, it worked. 

 

Q. How did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 

A. You had to manage with it. 

 

Q. Did you know how much your husband earned? 

A. Yes, two pound odds and then he had a war pension. First it was ten shillings, he always drew it on a 
Wednesday, and then it rose and rose and then when he died, I was supposed to have five pound along 
with him and we never got nothing, I never got nothing. 

 

Q. And so did you pay all the bills and things like that? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. And you decided how the money should be spent? 

A. Yes, oh I got the pay alright. 

 

Q. So how did you manage when your husband was ill or out of work? 

A. You just had to manage. 

 

Q. And did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 
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A. Oh you had to. 

 

Q. So if any neighbours were ill were you inclined to help? 

A. Oh you all helped one another. 

 

Q. So there was a community spirit then? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. And where you lived did all the people have the same standard of living or would you say some were 
better off? 

A. No, they were just all the same. It was all miners that was up the Blocks, you know, that worked in the 
pit. 

 

Q. And do you think of yourself as a member of the working class or the middle class? 

A. Oh I don't know, I had to work hard all my days anyway rearing a family. 

 

Q. And did people do their shopping in local corner shops or did they go into town? 

A. Well a lot went into town but I never, there was always shops across, the Co-Operative and that was in 
Fallin then. 

 

Q. And did any local shops give credit or tick? 

A. Yes, you got them out of any of the shops. I used to get mine from the Co-Operative and pay it at the 
end of the week. 

 

Q. And were there any pawn shops? 

A. Yes, in Stirling, not in Fallin. 

 

Q. And was your area a friendly neighbourhood? 

A. Och yes, we had all good neighbours, every one of them. 

 

Q. So do you have memories of the First World War? 

A. I have memories of the First World War from when my father went away to it and you know his pay, was 
a shilling a day for the army and he left three shillings of his pay to one of the lassies, my older sisters 
and my brother went and he left three shillings a week for one of the other sisters to draw it at the Post 
Office. That was their wage for the army then. 

 

Q. And can you remember what regiments they were in? 

A. He was in the Argyll and Southern Highlanders and he was put out to India and he was out in India all 
the time 'til he finished. 

 

Q. And do you have any memories of the Second World War? 

A. Yes, I was biding in Fallin at the time. My man was a prisoner of the First War and his brother was a 
prisoner in the same camp and they come home like. 

 

Q. So what do you remember of the Second World War? Do you remember the rationing and the black-
out? 

A. Yes, I think I do. Rationed, I was always in the Co-Operative and the woman, it was the head one, she 
was awfy good in it and when I would go down, the desk was in the middle of the floor and if I went 
down to pay her you know on a Friday, she used to take my bag and she would put sugar in it and 
maybe a bit margarine and butter and whatever she could spare and she would say, "Dinnae let 
anybody see it." you know, she was good. And the butcher was the same; the butcher was next door 
and he used to slip in a wee bit in extra to me too, but my God! <..pause..> 
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Q. So that's how you managed to get by? 

A. That's how I managed. 

 

Q. And what about the black-out curtains? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> your windows had, <..pause..> you couldnae put a light on, couldnae put a light on. 

 

Q. And was there a lot of social activities? Dances and things like that? 

A. Yes, we used to run the dancing up in the school, in the cookery room, it was off the school and we 
used to run a dance maybe for some of the soldiers coming home but we'd have it down in the school, 
in the big hall and we used to have a wee tea for them. We all used to bake, have a wee tea for them 
and get them up and give them a wee tea and that was it. 

 

Q. And do you remember any evacuees coming to live round about where you lived? 

A. No, there werenae much here, they were all in Stirling and that. 

 

Q. And you weren't involved in any war work or anything like that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Or First Aid Work? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And your husband, he wasn't a warden or anything like that? 

A. No. <..pause..> No he worked in the pit after he came out of the army, and then he was down there biding 
when the second war came. 

 

Q. So you mentioned you got up at six o'clock to gather coal? 

A. Six o'clock and up the top of the bing and fill our bags with wee bits of coal and sticks and everything, 
then we tied it with a bit string and rattled it down and then we always had a barrow and hurled it back 
to the coal house. All day we did that but then when the pit started and the wagons went up we had to 
stop and mind, Mary Lang, you heard them last night talking about it, a niece of mine, she was there 
and she got her fingers all run over with the wagon that come up. she was too slow in taking her hand 
out you know and she got the tops of her fingers all run over. Oh we was there every day, away early in 
the morning before the pit started. 

 

Q. And is that what the poor children did? 

A. Yes, it's what we had to do, we couldnae afford to buy our coal and it was only one and three for a bag 
then. Three and nine pence got you three bags and we couldnae afford it, so we had always good fires 
and we used to go over to the gum, there were a gum pond, we used to go and gather the gum and it 
was in among the grass and we used to cut it out in squares and that kept our fire going too. Och yes, 
they was the hard up days. 
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1900 Domestic Service; Pit Worker; Mill worker; Warden in World War Two 

 
Interviewee Code Q1 
Interview Conducted 29th May 1987 
Interviewer Flora Thomson 
Transcribed by Christine Hertwig 

 

Q. So what year were you born? 

A. 1900 

 

Q. Where were you born? 

A. Bellshill. 

 

Q. Where was that? 

A. Now don't ask me. If you don't know I can't tell you. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. Now I can't remember back as far as that but I do remember my school days in Carronshore. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. Well, there was twelve of a family. When I remember there was eight. There was four brothers, the four 
sisters, <..pause..> that's right. I'm the second youngest of twelve. 

 

Q. How old were your parents when you were born? You don't know the answer to that? 

A. No, I don't know. 

 

Q. Can you remember what your father's job was? 

A. Yes, he was a miner. My four brothers were miners. 

 

Q. Can you remember anything about seeing your father coming back from the pit? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What was he wearing? Can you describe what his clothes were like to you as a child? 

A. Yes, heavy boots, moleskins, a jacket, and a cap, and a lamp in front of his cap. 

 

Q. Was his face dirty with coal? 

A. Very dirty and my brothers worked with him. He was a contractor. I used to get up for the school in a 
morning and after we had all our breakfasts and washed and cleaned up for the school my mother 
made up the pit pieces. I walked down to Carronshore and delivered the pieces to the colliery and it 
went back down the colliery, my father collected it underneath. 

 

Q. How old were you when you did this sort of work, delivering pieces? 

A. I would say I would be between eight and twelve. I remember I just left the pithead and come back 
round Carronshore and went down to the school. 

 

Q. Did your father always work as a miner? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs before or after that? 

A. No, he was always a contractor. 
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Q. Did your mother have any jobs before she married? 

A. No, her hands were full, working for four brothers coming from the pit. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What kind of church, was it the Church of Scotland? 

A. For a while it was the Church of Scotland. But, for me, I've attended the Baptist Church. I came to 
Stirling when I was twenty-eight years of age and I've been a member of the Baptist Church since then. 

 

Q. Your mother was a member of the Baptist Church as well? 

A. No, mother was always too busy but she never seen that we neglected it. 

 

Q. Did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So you don't know what parties they voted for? 

A. No, it was just like what it is now. We kept that to ourselves. 

 

Q. What did your parents do in their spare time, did your father go to pubs or have any hobbies or did your 
mother go to the Women’s Guild? 

A. No, she was far, far too busy. Once they all came home from the pit they'd a big tub in the middle of the 
floor, and the sink and by the time they'd all washed up and the system was, I had always to go down 
and shake all the pit clothes and scrape all the pit boots, and after that they were washed. My mother 
always got on her white apron and out with the frying pan or the girdle and she'd stand and bake every 
afternoon. 

 

Q. Can you remember the kind of things she used to bake? 

A. Yes, every kind of scone imaginable. Nothing fancy. 

 

Q. Things like potato scones and things like that? 

A. Yes, and soda scones. 

 

Q. So your father, did he have any hobbies at all? 

A. No, he was a contractor. 

 

Q. Did he take part in any sport at all? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did he do gardening? 

A. No. Of course, mind you, you’re going back a bit. I'm only telling you as I remember. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of the house that you lived in when you were a child, do you remember 
how many rooms it had? 

A. We had quite a large kitchen, we had quite a large bedroom and then we had an adjoining bedroom. So 
that therefore was like two rooms and a kitchen and an outside lavatory. 

 

Q. So did you share a bedroom? 

A. We had no bathroom. It was a big tub in the middle of the floor and a big pot of water. 

 

Q. Did you share a bedroom? 

A. Yes, I shared a bedroom with the youngest sister. 
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Q. What were the washing arrangements? 

A. There was such a thing as the outside wash houses and you had two big tubs, three big tubs in the 
wash house. You had the boiler. You kindled the boiler fire. You filled up your boiler with hot water, you 
gave your clothes two washes, then into the clean cold water and rinsed them, into the boiler after that, 
took them out back into the cold water. Rinse them through another water, then add another water and 
hang them out. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. For twelve children and a husband? 

A. When I remember there were only eight. 

 

Q. Did she make the family's clothes or did she buy them? 

A. Oh no, I can only give you as I remember it, she made the youngest sisters and myself, she made our 
clothes. My other two sisters, when I remember were married and I had two brothers married and I had 
two killed in the war, 1914. So that's going back a bit. 

 

Q. So did you get many new clothes? 

A. We were kept, very, very respectable. 

 

Q. Did you get many new shoes? 

A. Yes, when it was needed. 

 

Q. Did your mother pay anyone to help in the house? 

A. No. 

 

Q. She did all the washing and cleaning herself? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did your father help your mother with any of the jobs in the house? 

A. I think he would be quite busy, once his day's work was done in the pit. He could lift his paper after and 
sit down to his dinner. 

 

Q. Did he look after you when you were small children, did he play games with you? 

A. (laugh) I can't remember truthfully. 

 

Q. Did he tell you stories or anything like that at night time around the fire? 

A. No, what I can always remember was after we did our jobs, cleaning the pit boots, washing all the pit 
boxes that the pieces went in and flasks. After that we got out to play until tea time and after we got tea 
that was it, you stayed in. 

 

Q. Did you do any other jobs other than when you were wee, did you do any of the housework or go 
messages or anything? 

A. Yes, on a Friday night, it was always a coal fire, on a Friday night you stripped the grate, you black-
leaded all the fireplace, cleaned all your steels with a burnisher, did all the brasses on a Friday night; 
they went under on the bed to keep them clean till Saturday. 

 

Q. Did you continue to do these jobs after you left school? 

A. Until once we got a job. At that time the family was getting scarcer. 
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Q. What kind of meals did you have? 

A. Good, good, she was a great lady for her soup pots and boiling beef. I had a happy, happy childhood. 

 

Q. Did you have anything different on Sundays to eat? 

A. Yes, you had your dresses for a Sunday. And your dress, your shoes or your boots on week days, 
<Barnton> boots. 

 

Q. Did you have anything different to eat on a Sunday in comparison with all the other days of the week? 

A. Yes, we'd always had a wholesome dinner, always a wholesome dinner and always something for our 
tea. 

 

Q. Where did your parents do their shopping. Was it the Co-Op? 

A. Yes, my mother was in the Co-Op, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did you go shopping with your mother and father? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Can you remember what shops? 

A. The Co-Operative. 

 

Q. Where did you get your clothes from? 

A. Co-Operative. My mother made our dresses. 

 

Q. Did you also get your furniture from the Co-Operative store? 

A. I couldnae tell you. I could tell you about my own furniture. That'd be my folks though, their furniture. 

 

Q. Did you celebrate any special occasions like birthdays? 

A. Birthdays and Christmas and New Year. 

 

Q. How did you celebrate birthdays, did you have presents and a birthday cake? 

A. Always every birthday and ink pen and paints, a pair of gloves, an orange and an apple. We thought in 
those days we were so happy. It was great. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play any games with you? 

A. No, not that I remember. 

 

Q. Did you have any books to read at home? 

A. The only books you would read at home would be your School books and if you were stuck with 
anything you went to your mother or your father for to help you. 

 

Q. Did you have any newspapers to read at home? 

A. Yes, I can remember, ‘The Red Letter’, ‘The Welcome’ and the ‘Fife Weekly’ and your daily paper. 

 

Q. Did you belong to the library? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Were you taken out visiting neighbours and friends and relations? 

A. We werenae taken out but we went out to brothers and sisters that were married. 

 

Q. Did you ever have any holidays? 
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A. Always, school holidays. Well, I can always remember on a Glasgow Fair Friday your cases all packed 
on the Glasgow Fair Friday and off you went on the Saturday morning. You went to Portobello or Ayr for 
a week's holidays and you felt that was great. 

 

Q. Where did you stay, in a Guest House? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. <..pause..> I don't remember my two brothers but I can remember one of my sisters. I can remember her 
getting married but that's about all. 

 

Q. Can you tell me how you spent Sundays in those days? 

A. Yes, you went to church, then you went to your Sunday School, you come back in, you got your dinner, 
and you had to undress your Sunday dress and go back into your school clothes. You had your Barnton 
boots or your lacing boots. You had no long boots in those days. 

 

Q. Did you attend church? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you go to Sunday School? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember going any Sunday School trips? 

A. Yes, always a lorry, a big lorry, horse drawn. You were all dressed in a fine dress, all lace, and from the 
face it was all holes, fancy, and then you'd a big sash, a ribbon, and always a big bow at the back. And 
it was a horse drawn lorry and the seats sat on that lorry and you sat on them and your tinny round your 
neck with a ribbon. 

 

Q. Do you remember singing in the choir at all? 

A. Yes, when I was a young woman I sang in the choir in Fallin church. That was just out of Stirling. 

 

Q. Do you remember the Band of Hope? 

A. <..pause..> A Temperance meeting I used to go to perhaps it was called the Band of Hope in those days. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Oh yes, yes. 

 

Q. So was religion important to you as a child? 

A. You just know it was a thing you did do. You brought up in a good home and you just followed. 

 

Q. Did you play with your brothers and sisters when you were wee? 

A. No, I was amongst the youngest. You could have said I was the eleventh child then. 

 

Q. Did you play games with your neighbours then? 

A. No, you just played with your friends that was next door and whatever games was going, you always 
mixed in. 

 

Q. What games did you play? 

A. Jumping Ropes, Peevers, Hide and Go Seek, <..pause..> I cannae remember the other ones. 

 

Q. What kind of toys did you have to play with, did you have toys, did you have dolls to play with? 
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A. I never remembered playing with dolls. I think I was a bit of a tomboy. I liked to go out skipping ropes, 
watch the football. 

 

Q. So were you allowed to get dirty when you went out to play? 

A. (laugh) Now you're asking questions. You kent what you got if you went back in dirty. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Yes, yes we all mixed and in those days you could go out not like now. It's a different world now. 

 

Q. Were you free to play games with anyone? 

A. Yes, yes, just neighbours all mixed and their children all mixed. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time after school hours and at weekends, did you play more games? 

A. That's how you spent it. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies when you were a child, like collecting scraps or going walking? 

A. We always went walking. We went walking with my father. You went round parks, the hedges looking 
for the bird’s nests. Your father's talking away, learning you as much as he could possible learn you. 
That was my childhood. 

 

Q. So he taught you a lot about nature then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you remember collecting anything like cards or scraps? 

A. No, no, but if we come to a nest, if it was possible at all our father would lift an egg, and show you it and 
you had to remember the colour of it and he'd always walk you round where the hedges were, always 
watching for the nests. 

 

Q. Did you keep any pets like a cat or a dog? 

A. Not that I remember. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sports? 

A. I expect so. 

 

Q. Did you belong to the Guides or anything like that when you were wee? 

A. No, not that I remember. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the pictures when you were wee? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. When did you go? 

A. Every Saturday into Stirling. We went to the Olympia away up Queen Street, the Picture House. Then 
they opened the Regal, then they opened that one at Allanpark. 

 

Q. Did your parents give you pocket money? 

A. Yes, you started with a sixpence, as you got older you got a shilling and before I was married it was up 
to half a crown a week. That was your pocket money and you saved that. If you spent it you had to do 
without ‘til the following Friday. Friday was your pay day. 

 

Q. What kind of things did you spend your pocket money on when you were wee? 

A. We went to the pictures. I can remember that fine and once you'd paid your bus and come back home 
that was you for the week. 
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Q. Did you buy any sweeties with your money? 

A. I expect you would but I can't remember. 

 

Q. Can you remember, any of the films that you went to see? Would it be Cowboy and Indian films? 

A. Yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. And romantic films with Greta Garbo? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Films like that? 

A. Yes, Douglas Fairbanks. 

 

Q. Rudolph Valentino? 

A. Yes, and that great singer, <..pause..> 

 

Q. How old were you when you first went to school? 

A. I would expect I would be five years of age. 

 

Q. What type of school did you go to? 

A. Public School. 

 

Q. What did you think of the school? 

A. Some teachers you liked and other teachers you didn't like. So we were just ordinary children. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. Some, some. (laugh) 

 

Q. Were there any who punished you at all? What punishments were there? 

A. The strap or the pointer. She used to have a pointer or the ruler and just rammed your fingers if you 
wasn't paying attention. 

 

Q. Did you ever get the strap? 

A. No, but I think I've been reprimanded for talking back to her. (laugh) 

 

Q. So what subjects were you taught at Public School? 

A. Well, it was just sums, your Geography, your History. 

 

Q. Were you taught Needlework and Cooking? 

A. Yes, yes, you got Needlework. I think it was a Tuesday afternoon and your Cookery was a Thursday 
afternoon. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. Yes, together the boys got Woodwork and while they were at Woodwork you'd be taken into a bigger 
hall and you'd get our drill, go out at drill. 

 

Q. What did you wear to school? Did you wear a uniform? 

A. No, no it was whatever your mother made for you. Your clothes was nearly all made. 

 

Q. So what particular clothes did she make for you? Was it pinafores? 

A. Usually dresses with a big white pinafore on the top. 
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Q. What did you do at playtimes? 

A. Just mixed in with the games at the school. 

 

Q. Did you go to another school afterwards? 

A. I can remember three schools that I was at. That was Carron, Carronshore and Fallin, that's all the 
schools that I can remember. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you left the school? 

A. Fourteen. 

 

Q. While you were at school did you have any part-time jobs? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What was your first full-time job? 

A. I went to service and then when the war broke out, 1914. I remember number three and four colliery 
taking on lady workers. I got a job there. I was in service with a vet and I left it because they were 
getting more money than what I got in service. When you went to service your pay was one pound a 
month and you had your uniform to keep up off of that. So I left my job. I went to Fallin, I seen the 
manager at Fallin. I got a job on the tables. That was picking the stones out of the coal before it went 
into the wagons and I had quite a good two or three jobs in the colliery before I was married. 

 

Q. So do you want to talk a bit about your domestic service job that you went into first? 

A. I wasnae that long there. 

 

Q. How long were you there for? 

A About two months, just. Then the colliery thought they would take on lady workers. 

 

Q. So were you a parlour maid in domestic service or what was your title? 

A. Just everything. Clean out the fire places and do the rooms and clean the silver. That’s what you got. 

 

Q. So you were a general maid then? 

A. Yes, yes not long. 

 

Q. Did you get any time off? 

A. Maybe a second Sunday, I think you got off. 

 

Q. What did you say the wages were when you were in service? 

A. A pound a month. 

 

Q. Were you the only servant employed in the house? 

A. In that house, yes. 

 

Q. How many rooms were there in the house? 

A. Truthfully I can't remember that. I wasnae long in it. 

 

Q. How did you get on with your employer? 

A. Oh, I got on fine. 

 

Q. Did you live in? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Did you share a room or have a separate room? 

A. A wee room to myself. 

 

Q. Were you home sick at all? 

A. I didn't like it, I didn't like it and I come home and got a job in the pit and that was my job until I was 
married. 

 

Q. So could you describe your work at the pit? What did you do? 

A. I worked first of all on the tables, I worked what you called the tables. That is they come from the 
hutches right down through, they had stones, everything mixed up. Well, your job was at the tables and 
you picked the stones out, and there was so many at that time at that side, and so many at this side. 
And everybody had to pick out whatever stones they seen and put them aside before they were put into 
the wagons with clean coal for the consumer. Then when I left the tables, that's what you called the 
tables, I got a step up further to the scraping of the hutches that were down underneath. 

 

Q. Could you describe that? 

A. Yes we called them hutches. They were like wee wagons and they come up from the colliery 
underneath. They come out to a sort of turn table and that was all emptied to a conveyor belt and as the 
conveyor belt was working you were picking out the stones at the side. Well, I got that job first. I thought 
I wasn't making a big enough pay and I went to the, and I got a job after that letting the men down the 
pit and I had that for a while. Then my father flitted and my next job was at another pit at Three and 
Four Polmaise. That's out about three mile from Stirling, I got a job there. I got a job in the lamp 
cleaning. That was cleaning the lamps as the shifts was finished. You cleaned then you tied them with 
oil for the next morning. You seen them all lit. You begun to know each man for his lamp. And then my 
boss, he asked me if I would like a shift and I said, "Yes, on the understanding that they paid me more 
money." So I got a shift after that and I finished up letting the men up and down the pit. Then when the 
winter really set in I was asked to go back to the scraping, that was where the lamps was all cleaned. 
So I finished my time there eh, <..pause..> letting the men down the pit and went back to the scraping, 
that's where I finished up. 

 

Q. Did you learn all these jobs on the job? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. Well, I finished up on the night shift at half past nine, about half past nine or nine o'clock say, and I was 
there until all the lamps was given out in the morning, about seven o'clock. 

 

Q. So that was roughly the kind of hours you worked in all your jobs? 

A. Yes. The day shift would be from six o'clock or seven o'clock to four. When I was on back shift it was 
from two o'clock to about half past ten, then I would take another shift perhaps. I had day shift, back 
shift, night shift. 

 

Q. Were there any breaks for meals? 

A. You carried your piece or you ran home. The Blocks and the pit was quite near-hand. You run home for 
perhaps your supper, or your breakfast. 

 

Q. Did you work on Saturdays or Sundays? 

A. Not Sunday nor Saturday, no. 

 

Q. Mondays to Fridays? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did you have a half day off anytime? 

A. Oh no, that was a regular job. 
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Q. Did you have any holidays? 

A. I can remember the Glasgow Fair and how I can remember it so well as I was always on my holidays. 

 

Q. Can you tell me how your pays differ from each job that you went to? Did you go higher up the wage 
scale? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. So what did your starting off job start at? 

A. I couldnae tell you but I ken what I finished with. I finished up with four pounds and sixpence. 

 

Q. Were you paid time or piece wages? 

A. No, it was a set wage but if you worked overtime you got paid for it. 

 

Q. Did you get any wage rises? 

A. Yes, if the men got a rise we come under that too, we got a rise then too. I finished up with four pounds 
and sixpence. 

 

Q. A week? 

A. Yes, that was a big, big wage then. 

 

Q. How did that compare with other workers' wages? 

A. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Were there people getting paid more than that? 

A. <..pause..> Well, the ladies that worked on the tables, that was where I started, that was taking the stones 
from the coal, they were smaller wages. But the different jobs you went to, of course, just like nowadays 
you would say to the gaffer, "Yes, if I get a rise I'll go to it." So I had three different jobs at the colliery. I 
was at the tables to begin with, then my people shifted from Fallin to Letham. that's in Airth. And while I 
was at Airth I got the job of letting the men down the pit, up the pit, carrying their laith from there to the 
blacksmith’s shop to get all sharpened for the next morning and I put perhaps their piece boxes down 
the pit. Oh, I enjoyed that job. But I finished actually up when the colliery closed for the lady workers 
and that was at Fallin at number Three and Four Colliery. 

 

Q. When did the colliery close for lady workers? 

A. After the war finished. 

 

Q. After the First World War? 

A. Yes, because that day, now I'll tell you. That was 1920 because I was married in 1921. 

 

Q. The wages that you were given when you worked in the mine, did you feel that was a fair wage? 

A. Well, I thought mines was a good wage because I found out when I left I had the biggest paid wage in 
the colliery. 

 

Q. Did you give any of your money to your mother? 

A. My pay was handed to my mother. And you started with a shilling for your pocket money and as you got 
older you got 1/6d, then I can remember getting 2/-d and I thought I was a great lady with 2/-d. Then, 
before I was married, I finished up with half a crown of pocket money. After I got engaged she raised my 
pocket money to half a crown and that that was good in those days. 

 

Q. What was you half crown spent on? 

A. Well, for yourself. I was a saver and the ladies used to have what you would call manadges and certain 
ladies would take these manadges up. I always asked for the last turn and when I got my wages, the 
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last turn, that was all paid into a kist, a certain bit in the kist and that was always a safe purse, and I was 
well gathered for getting married. 

 

Q. Did you still live at home the time you were working at the pit? 

A. I was at home. 

 

Q. What other jobs were there at the pit for women? 

A. There was the tables, then the hutches, four hutches coming off the cage, pulled through trap doors, the 
grate watch. There were cleaning of the hutches as they were getting emptied to go back down the pit, 
you took everything into consideration. 

 

Q. How many women would there be working at the pit roughly? 

A. To tell you the truth I don't know but at the scraping where I finished working the lamp scraping would 
be two on the day shift out with two men. Back shift we had two ladies and two men, night shift we had 
the ladies and the two men and we changed shifts. 

 

Q. So men and women worked together then? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. How did you get on with other people you worked with? 

A. I always got on fine, always. No trouble where that's concerned, no trouble. 

 

Q. Could you talk or relax at all? 

A. You could talk on the job, oh yes. 

 

Q. Did you sing songs when you were working? 

A. I think we were too busy blethering. 

 

Q. Was there a work’s outing? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Was there a presentation when a worker retired? 

A. Oh, if there was one of the girls got married we'd gather to give her a present but just things like that. 

 

Q. Did any of the employers or wives visit workers and their wives at times of sickness or bereavement? 

A. When we were finished at night and especially in the winter’s nights. One of the gentlemen would 
always get out of the house and bring out his accordion and would dance from seven o'clock ‘til ten 
o'clock at the corners of the buildings. And we went there every night and they were a horn blew at the 
pit and when it blew the dances split up. It blew at ten minutes to ten and if you were winching then, and 
that's what you had to do. Well, you left your boyfriend and up into the house and your mum locked the 
door. That was you in, that was your hour. 

 

Q. How did your employer treat you? 

A. Good, I got on fine with everybody. 

 

Q. Did you ever meet him? Your employer. 

A. Yes. First of all when I went to him for the job, that was when I was in service. I went to him for the job. 
He says, "Nellie, you'll have to get hard tongue in the bottom of your shoes, you are not big enough, you 
are too small." I said, "There's one thing you could give me a chance." I said, "If I wasn't suitable you 
could fire me." As soon as I had chatted back to him and he kinda swore and he says, "I think I'll gie you 
a job, Nellie." So that was it I got the job. 

 

Q. Was there a Trade Union? 
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A. Oh, there would have been for the men, no' for us. 

 

Q. So did anyone ever take in activities like strikes? 

A. No, no' in my day. After I was married I had two strikes. A big strike in 1926. Oh, it was terrible. 

 

Q. Can you remember anything about it? 

A. Yes. For the dinners. In those days the ladies cleaned out the wash houses and the big boilers was all 
cleaned in the wash houses. The men gathered the vegetables from the farmers, the potatoes and the 
veg. and everything and that was all made in the boilers and you went down with your can. You got a 
can of soup and perhaps half a loaf and I think if I remember right that was a Wednesday and I think a 
Friday. 

 

Q. Were these known as soup kitchens? 

A. The soup kitchens. 

 

Q. Do you remember any more about the miners strike in 1926? 

A. Yes, I can remember, <..pause..> I was married in 1921 and I went for my honeymoon for a week and I 
came back, the pit was on strike for a short while. That was well saved and it didnae seem to worry me, 
of course it took me a while to get broken in but when I got married I still stayed on with my mother and 
father. My younger sister she went to service then and then my hubby come back and he got a job and 
he was there until 1926, we came out on the big strike, it was terrible, it was terrible. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Do you remember people being poverty stricken then? 

A. Yes, oh yes, it was awful. 

 

Q. So how did you feel about the work that you did at the various parts of the pit head? 

A. I was happy. 

 

Q. How long did you do this work for? 

A. Up ‘til I was married. I would be about sixteen. I went to Fallin when I was about sixteen, ‘til I was about 
twenty and then when the pits closed for the ladies I come into Stirling, I got a job in the mill at the foot 
of the Craigs. But when winter come on my mother, she was afraid about me cycling the three miles 
from Fallin to Stirling. So she says, "Nellie, I can't stand it, my nerves couldn't stand it. I'm afraid of you 
going on your bike in the dark mornings." So I had to give that up. Shortly after I gave it up, I was 
winching then and he said, "Well, what about us getting married?" So at that time my young sister was 
in service in one of the hotels in Stirling so she was kept in there. So my mother gave me a room. So I 
stayed with my mother until she died in '26 and my father died in '26. 

 

Q. So how long did you work in the mill for? 

A. Oh a short time. She didn't like the idea, when winter fell, me cycling the road. 

 

Q. So can you describe your work in the mill? 

A. No, I wasnae that long in there that was at the weaving, that's all I can tell you, that's carpets. 

 

Q. So you lived at home when you started work? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Did starting full-time work change your relationship with your parents? 

A. No, I was happy. It was a happy childhood. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time away from work? Did you go to dances and things like that? 

A. No, no but always at the weekend we always went to the pictures and it was brakes that run from 
Stirling to Fallin, it was all brakes, horse drawn. 
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Q. How did you spend you Sundays? Did you still go to church? 

A. I went to church and I was in the choir. 

 

Q. Did religion mean more or less to you after childhood? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> I went to the church choirs on a Thursday evening and went to the church on a Sunday, 
that was all. 

 

Q. Did you take an interest in politics? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on holiday when you were working? 

A. Yes, yes with my mother and father. And after I was married I kept up my holidays after the big strike. 

 

Q. Where did you go on holiday? Can you remember? 

A. Yes, Ayr, Portobello. Once I was over in Spain, just once, after I lost my husband em, <..pause..> that was 
my holidays finished. 

 

Q. Were there special place where boys and girls could meet when you were working at the pit head? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> at Fallin there was rows of houses and we all met at the corner of one of the rows. We all 
met there about seven o'clock and this man would bring out his melodion and we would dance there till 
ten o'clock. The pit horn would blow and of course my father was on night shift and he would say, 
"Nellie, mum's waiting to get the door locked." So I had to go. 

 

Q. Did your parents meet your friends? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. In these days everybody was friendly, everybody. 

 

Q. Did they expect to know where you were at a certain time? 

A. That's one thing my mother made sure she knew where we were. 

 

Q. Did you have to be home by a certain time? 

A. That's it, my father was on the night shift and he would say, "Nellie, mum's waiting to get the door 
locked." So I knew I had to go, I had to go. 

 

Q. What age were you when you married? 

A. Twenty one. 

 

Q. How long had you known your husband then? 

A. About four year. 

 

Q. How old was your husband? 

A. Just months older than myself. Well, I'm no' going into it because we fell out and he joined the army. 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. How did you meet? 

A. Well, he belonged the same place. 

 

Q. Was he a miner? 

A. Mmmm. 

 

Q. So he came from the same sort of background as yourself? 

A. Yes, and he was a church goer. 
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Q. Did you get engaged? 

A. Yes, I was engaged for over two years. 

 

Q. Did you manage to get things together like furniture and household things for setting up home? 

A. No, but I saved. I saved and I went down to my mother's room and I was there until my mother died and 
she died in '26 and so did my father. 

 

Q. Could you describe the wedding that you had? 

A. My wedding, it was the biggest wedding in Fallin in the Gothenburg Hall. I can remember that fine. 

 

Q. When was that? 

A. 1921, February 25th. 

 

Q. Did you have a big reception? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. What kind of things did you have for the guests to eat? 

A. Steak pie, cakes and scones. And the melodion was there. The man that played for the dancing had a 
dulcimer. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon? 

A. Yes, we went to Glasgow to his friends. 

 

Q. Did you enjoy it? 

A. I did. 

 

Q. What was you husband’s job when you were married? 

A. A miner. 

 

Q. Was he always a miner? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you continue to work after you married? 

A. No, I never worked after I got married. 

 

Q. So did you have any children? 

A. Yes, I had one son. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children that you wanted? 

A. It's all I had anyway. 

 

Q. So did you know what to expect at child birth? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you read any books or were you given any book to read? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Telling you how to look after a baby? 

A. I was completely ignorant. I knew nothing. 
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Q. Was your child born at home? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did you get help from the family then? 

A. I must have. 

 

Q. Did they help with your washing and your shopping and things like that? 

A. They would. 

 

Q. Did you have any medical help at the birth? 

A. I had two doctors and a nurse and I wasn't expected to get over it. I went into labour on the Friday night 
and I went unconscious on the Saturday night, the baby was born at half-past eleven on the Saturday 
night and I never knew I had a baby ‘til the Tuesday. I wasn't expected to get better. So that finished me 
for having a family. 

 

Q. Did you take a long time to convalesce after the baby was born? 

A. Well, I didn't think it. The first time my doctor seen me out he said, "Where do you think you're going?" I 
said, "I'm just going round the corner to my sister." He said, "Well, just you come with me." And he took 
me right back up the stair, right through my mother's kitchen into the room. Then he said, "Don't ever let 
me see you back down that stair within the next fortnight.” So that was that. I took fits. 

 

Q. If you needed any advice who did you ask? Was there a district nurse? 

A. The doctor was always there and of course I had a nurse with the baby and I had two doctors when the 
baby was born. But he was born I think between the Saturday night and the Sunday. I don't really know. 

 

Q. Did you turn to your mum for advice first of all about your baby? 

A. I was so ignorant. I didn't even know where the baby was coming from and the doctor said to my 
mother, he said, "Did you ever sit down and talk with Nellie?" She says, "No, she was always out 
working in amongst women." She said, "I took it for granted she'd learn all there is to learn." But I was 
just one of those kind that didnae mix and that. So I was absolutely ignorant. 

 

Q. So do you feel that there could have been more done at that particular time about giving advice and 
help to people like you? 

A. There should have been, there should have been. 

 

Q. So did your husband look after the child for you when it was young? 

A. My mother did, I stayed with her. 

 

Q. What kind of medical care was there if you were ill? Did you have to pay for the doctor then? 

A. No, I got my insurance money when I was working, I think. We paid for the nurse but we didn't pay for 
the doctor. 

 

Q. Were the nurses and doctors friendly or strict? 

A. It was what you called a mid-wife. 

 

Q. Was she friendly or strict? 

A. Oh, she was quite friendly. She went to any of the ladies, ken who were having their babies. But I was 
quite unlucky, I had two doctors over and above her. A very bad birth. 

 

Q. So did you and your husband manage the house keeping in the early years of your marriage? 

A. Yes, from the day I was married. I got his pay an a Friday. 
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Q. How much of his pay did he give you? 

A. It all and, he got pocket money. 

 

Q. How did you decide the money should be spent on the different things, like clothes and food and 
furniture and things like that? 

A. We just was like every other body, we had to learn. 

 

Q. How did you manage when your husband was ill or out of work? 

A. Well, I thought, my neighbours, they all went to what we called 'The Parish' and of course I was well 
gathered when I was married. And I said to my husband, I says, "Listen you go too, if there's anything 
going we're as well getting our share." He wouldnae go, so I went with my sister-in-law to what you 
called ‘The Parish'. And oh, I was cock o' the hoop, I got 10/-d and I thought that was great. And after 
my hubby started working, after the big strike in 1926 we had all that to pay back, it was kept off his pay 
so that you got nothing. 

 

Q. So did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Oh, you had, you were on strike, you certainly had. 

 

Q. How did you manage during the strike of 1926? 

A. Yes, I lived with my mother ‘til she died and she sold and made potted meat and she sold potted meat 
and she baked. I was awfully lucky being with her. 

 

Q. If any neighbours were ill or confined to bed did other neighbours help out? 

A. Oh yes, that was one thing, in those days you had neighbours and your door was never shut. If you 
didn't see a neighbour in the morning you made enquiries to see that everything was alright. We had a 
happy, happy childhood. 

 

Q. Where you lived did all the people have the same standard of living? 

A. Yes, that was Fallin. 

 

Q. Or were some better off than others? 

A. Well, if your hubby perhaps had a better job that would have made the only difference. But in a 
community like the mining community you were all friends, you all come to seem to know each other. 

 

Q. Do you think of yourself as a member of a particular class? 

A. Well, I never wanted so I don't know how you would put that down. 

 

Q. So do you think of yourself as being middle or, working class? 

A. What's the difference. I never starved. 

 

Q. Middle class people are more professionals like nurses and doctors? 

A. Oh well, I was working class then. 

 

Q. Did people do their shopping mostly in local corner shops or in the town of Fallin? 

A. Well, we always had a Co-Operative, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did any of the local shops ever give you credit? 

A. Yes, the likes of me, I got it from week to week and that was nearly all my married life, big, big orders on 
a Thursday. 

 

Q. Was your area a friendly neighbourhood? 

A. Yes, yes. 
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Q. Do you have memories of the First World War? Since you mentioned a brother killed in the First World 
War. 

A. I had two brothers killed. 

 

Q. Do you remember anything about it, you would have been fourteen when the First World War started? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of seeing the troops marching off to war? 

A. Yes, I can remember the youngest brother. He was wounded and he come back home and when he 
went back we all went to the station with him and I can remember him well saying to me, "Walk along 
the platform Nellie, with me." So I went for a walk along the platform. My mother and father was all there 
too and he said, "I'm afraid." I says, "You're afraid," he said, "Yes, you've no idea what we're going 
through, you've no idea." Shortly after he went back he went missing and there was a lady stayed 
underneath my mother and father, and her son had been in the same batch as my brother. And they 
tried everywhere. I even went to ladies that used to go round about if your husband went missing, your 
husband was wounded. I even went to them and I said, "Would they make enquiries?" But she couldn't 
trace nothing and we got the badges from the war office and details of where he could have went 
missing. So the lady that stayed underneath us, it was a house on the bottom and a house on the top. 
And my mother said, "Nellie, that lady down below her son was in the same battalion as John” and she 
said, "I've heard an awfy funny thing this morning." I said, "What was that?" She said, "That wife is 
pleading with her laddie, he's home on leave.” She was pleading with her laddie to go up and tell the 
wife, go up and tell the old wife but he couldnae. So time went on and after months I think after that 
there were ladies called, <..pause..> they were down in Fallin. In the estate they were down there working 
two ladies that took a day at the wounded. So she came up and what this lad was afraid to tell my 
mother, when my brother had got the word to advance he was blown up to bits, my younger brother. 
(sadly) So that was the only way ever she found out what had happened. So I had two brothers killed in 
the war. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of the Second World War? The blackouts and the evacuees and the 
rationing. 

A. Yes, I was in George Street at the time, that's in the Craigs in Stirling. Well, I stayed there for fifty year 
and the war broke out I was a warden at the bottom of the stair. 

 

Q. And what did that mean that you had to do? 

A. The warden attended all the Ambulance Classes. And then, eh, you went to the Infirmary and you 
perhaps took a Sunday in the Infirmary helping with the teas and helping with bed pans or something 
like that. And if the siren went they all came to my house in George Street. Up the stair all came down 
the stair and down all came up. I was in the middle of the stair, I was just right above the shops. So 
that's where we met if the sirens went. 

 

Q. Did the sirens ever go off? 

A. Oh aye, that night the shells were dropped just over the brig out of Fallin. Oh aye, the shells was 
dropped there. 

 

Q. Can you remember how many bombs were dropped? 

A. I think there was two craters, I think so. 

 

Q. Do you remember hearing the noise of the bombers? 

A. Oh yes, I had to collect all the people from up the stair and people from down the stair, they all met in 
my house. And the sirens was going and you had to sit there ‘til you got word from the wardens; the All 
Clear. It was a busy time. And in Stirling Welfare I made the tea for the dancers down in the Welfare 
Hall at that time. 

 

Q. So there was a great community spirit around during the Second World War? 

A. Oh aye, oh yes, uh-huh. 
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Q. Do you remember the rationing at all? 

A. Fine, fine. 

 

Q. Did you have any special books with war time recipes to look at? 

A. No, no I just kept to my own recipes. They were as good as any that was going. 
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1901 Mill Worker, Weaver; Rubber Factory Worker; Lemonade Factory Worker 

 
Interviewee Code EI 
Interview Conducted 25th March 1987 
Interviewer Flora Thomson 
Transcribed by C.J. Craik 
 

Q. Where were you born? 

A. 10, Bayne Street Stirling. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. Well I was ten years of age when we went to Baker Street. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. There was six of us. Three brothers and three sisters <..pause..> counting me. There was six of us. 

 

Q. How, old were your parents when you were born? 

A. Oh I couldn't tell you. I've one older sister, three years older than me, <..pause..> and she was the first 
and I was the second and there was a year and ten month between me and my brother. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. Plasterer. 

 

Q. Who did he work for? Can you remember? 

A. Walls. Is it Goosecroft Road now, where the big gas thingy is? It was Walls in that street there. 

 

Q. Did he tell you about anything in particular about his job? 

A. Oh he was an ornamental, <..pause..> oh he would go from here to yonder for cornice work. He liked that. 
Grates and round the lights and all round the corners. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs in his life or was he just a plasterer? 

A. Oh. <..pause..> No. 

 

Q. Did your mother have any jobs before she was married? 

A. Oh well, she went out daily, <..pause..> washing and you maybe got another half day for ironing and it 
was 2/6d from eight o'clock to five o'clock. 

 

Q. Did you help her with any of her work, did you do the ironing or anything? 

A. Oh we did get our chores to do after we were up in years. And she finished up cleaning the Royal Bank 
in King Street, and I used to help her before I went to my daily work. 

 

Q. So she was a cleaner then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was that quite hard work for her? 

A. Well you got used to it, it wasn't hard after <..pause..> But the front counter, it's altered now, was all Italian 
Marble. The floor, and the back was wooden, scrubbed. 

 

Q. Did anyone look after the children while your mother was at work? 

A. Well my youngest sister, <..pause..> Well we stayed in Bayne Street - a neighbour up the stair used to 
give her a bottle. Condensed milk bottle. (chuckles) 
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Q. So your sister got looked after and the rest didn't? 

A. Aye well, she was brought up just the same as the rest of us but, <..pause..> my mother had to work. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church. 

A. Oh yes, the South Church at the foot of the arcade. We were all brought up there. 

 

Q. Did they go regularly? 

A. Oh yes, every Sunday. 

 

Q. Did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. I couldn't tell you, <..pause..> I don't think so, I don't think there was as much politics then as there are 
now. 

 

Q. Do you know what party they voted for or anything like that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What did your parents do in there spare time? 

A. There was no spare time! (laughs) 

 

Q. Did your father go to the pub? 

A. Well he had that before he came home for his night’s dinner. A pint and a half or whatever he used to 
have. 

 

Q. Did he have any hobbies? 

A. No. 

 

Q. None at all, sports or bowling or darts? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Or your mum, was she in the Women's League or anything like that? 

A. No, nothing like that. <..pause..> The Co-Operative Guild my mother went to, it was down the Baptist 
Church hall at that time. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of your parents house when you were young, the rooms, the furniture? 

A. Oh no, there was just a room and kitchen where we were brought up, and then we went to Baker Street, 
it was three rooms and a kitchen. 

 

Q. So the sleeping arrangements of the family? 

A. It was alright, it was alright. The lads in one room and the girls in the other room. 

 

Q. Was there a bathroom? 

A. No. Nothing like that. A great big bath at the fireside. 

 

Q. A zinc bath? 

A. Mmm, hmm. 

 

Q. Did your mother pay anyone to help in the house? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did she do all the housework? 
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A. Mmm, hmm, we had our chores to do. Cleaning the windows, scrubbing out the stair and things like 
that. 

 

Q. And did your brothers equally have chores to do? 

A. Well they went with milk, and the two youngest ones went with papers. ‘Crockett’ opposite the top of 
Friar Street there was a Crockett the Booksellers there, and they went with the papers, my younger 
sister and my youngest brother. The other two went with milk, from the King’s Park Dairy. The Farm. 

 

Q. Did you have any part-time jobs when you were at school? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you get many new clothes? 

A. No. We were glad of somebodys 'aff-casts'. (laughs) 

 

Q. Do you remember how you were clothed, what you were wearing? 

A. My mother used to, <..pause..> make pinafores for us, they came out of flour bags, my sister and I. And 
eh, the laddies maybe got trousers from somebody and she got a man to alter them to fit them. There 
were a, a tailor just opposite us in Baker Street, <..pause..> an' he used to alter the trousers for the 
laddies. And it was knitted jerseys I had. 

 

Q. What about shoes and things? 

A. Shoes! Oh well, if anybody's fitted them when we were throwing them out, they got them. You were glad 
of folks 'aff casts' at that time. 

 

Q. And did your father help your mother with any jobs in the house? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Was it basically your mum who did the house? 

A. Aye, and us. And then sometimes if it was a fancy hotel or something, it was out Stirling working, he 
would go to do fancy work. He was in America twice. Of course he thought that after my older sister 
started to work, she would help her for to come over to him, and then she would help for me to go over 
once the younger ones come, but my mother wouldnae go. 

 

Q. Did your father used to read to you or tell you stories or anything like that? 

A. No, nothing like that. 

 

Q. Or look after you when your mum was out? 

A. No. We didnae need that, we didnae need that 'cause the elders looked after the youngers. 

 

Q. Going back to the jobs you did around the house, did you continue to do these once you had left 
school? 

A. Oh aye. You'd to shift your sheets on the bed and sort that and then you had to gaun below the bed. 
There were nae mops at that time, it was a brush and dusters, and my father if he was there, if we were 
wanting to go to the dancing or anything, he was round about to see if you did this or did that, you see, 
and if you got a wee bit stoor, he would say “Where did that come frae?” (chuckles) 

 

Q. So can you remember the kind of meals you got as a child? 

A. Oh I was speaking about that the day. Well we had porridge in the morning  <..pause..> and maybe a bit 
toast and a drink of tea going to school. Then we came home to home-made soup <..pause..> and you 
had to take a slice of bread in it, that was your soup. There were nae cups of tea after that. I don't mind 
much about puddings either, <..pause..> unless there was rhubarb going about, you got stewed rhubarb. 
And your tea was, <..pause..> well if my mother maybe made scones and pancakes, that's what we had 
for our tea. 

 



 184 

Q. Did you have anything different on Sundays, anything special? 

A. No. 

 

Q. At any other times of the year, like Christmas, can you remember anything special? 

A. We aye got a new minted penny <..pause..> at the bottom, two or three cinders, <..pause..> an orange and 
an apple <..pause..> and ken maybe, a sixpenny article out the bazaars. That was our stocking. 

 

Q. Did your parents shop at the Co-Op? 

A. Aye, the Co-Operative and they got the dividends you see. And the dividends maybe bought shoes for 
one of the young ones. Anything like that. 

 

Q. What other shops did she used to shop in? And did she take you? 

A. It was the Co-Operative, the grocer and the draper and then you see she had a <..pause..> club with the 
Co-Operative, a shilling a week or something like that. 

 

Q. Where would the furniture come from then? 

A. Oh well, I couldn't tell you. They must have had their furniture afore we come. 

 

Q. So do you remember any special birthday celebrations? 

A. No. Nothing like that. You maybe got a penny. 

 

Q. But there were no parties? 

A. No, no, nothing like that. Nothing like that. 

 

Q. You told me about Christmas, but was there a special meal or anything? 

A. No. Nothing. <..pause..> She would maybe make a dumpling, and maybe a wee thruppenny bit put into 
the dumpling. You had to eat as much dumpling until whoever got the thruppenny bit. (laughs) 
Aside to Daughter: Then in these days your father would be working Christmas day, there werenae 
Christmas holidays then. Just on New Year's Day. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play any games with you? 

A. Oh I couldnae say, My father used to tie our legs together and we had to go round about or out the 
close y'know. 

 

Q. Do you mean a three legged race sort of thing? 

A. Aye, aye, just in the close. Not outside. And he used to measure us on the wall. 

 

Q. To record your height? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. And were there any books in the house or newspapers or magazines? 

A. No no, I couldnae see anything like that. 

 

Q. Did you belong to a Library at all? 

A. No, I didnae. 

 

Q. Were you taken out visiting neighbours or friends or relations? 

A. No. My mother used to go visiting in Bruce Street and eh, we knew where she was and if we wanted, 
<..pause..> we knew, and of course the woman took us in and we would get a biscuit or something, but 
my mother gave us a row when we came oot. We kent where she was, we didnae need tae come. But 
we kent fine we'd get a biscuit. (laughs) 
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Q. Do you remember any other outings with your parents that you went on? 

A. We had Sunday School trips and my mother went to the Co-Operative Guild and eh, I was always 
saying that when I was a wife I was going to go to the Co-Operative Guild, and I mind of being once 
there, but once I went there to find out myself what it was like, but we weren't allowed, it wasn't for 
bairns, but I went there, just once I think. 

 

Q. Did you ever have any holidays to anywhere? 

A. No. <..pause..> Before we went back to the school, my sister and I would get a weekend at my granny's in 
Tillicoultry. (laughs) 

 

Q. How long was that for? 

A. Just a weekend, afore you went to the school, back to school. 

 

Q. Can you remember anything that happened on the holiday? 

A. Well under the bridge, going to the Riverside under the railway bridge. The boat-house, was at the 
opposite side there. That was a big hut with all the boats in it. Now it's away along, a building, there was 
these fellas and a lassie from Bayne Street. Their faither was the keeper of the hut. He saw that the 
boats came back on time, but they paid so much for taking a boat out but they had to be back by a 
certain time with the boat or they were charged again, see! Well, <..pause..> this laddie and lassie, 'Porter' 
was their name, well they got a boat oot one time and there was, <..pause..> the laddie, he was oaring 
and the lassie was there and I was there and a St. Ninians’ laddie wouldnae come into the boat, but his 
sister stayed next door to us in Bayne Street, and that would be him staying there for a night or 
something, <..pause..> and eh, <..pause..> there would be five or six of us anyway in the boat, so we came 
through the railway and eh we were going to come out again. Now they have a fence there and you had 
your cobble stanes down to the, <..pause..> you have cobble stanes noo. But it was muck, muck when we 
come and of course we'd have had to get out of the boat, it was leakin'. And one of the lassies, Sarah 
Horsburgh, she says, ”You sit doon on it Lizzie and keep the water from coming in.” I says “Oh no.” I 
says “No”, and I had a sixpenny pair of rubber gutties oot the remnant shop for the holidays, to save our 
shoes y'see, and of course we'd to come oot the boat and there were folk walking along the waterside 
and they were telling us to “Come oot o’ there!” “Come oot o' there!”, they saw the water in the boat. 
Well I dinnae ken how the rest got oot, but I got oot an' I left a shoe in the muck, and I got a skelpin' 
when I went hame with one bare foot and a rubber guttie on. That was a sixpenny pair of gutties out the 
remnant shop, where the Co-Op was in Cowane Street. (laughs). Oh dear! We didnae get nuthin' for 
nuthin'. 

 

Q. Could you tell me how you spent your Sundays when you were young? 

A. Well, there was Cowane Centre School and I went to a morning meeting there, eleven o'clock, a Miss 
Harvey, she was an art teacher. I went there <..pause..> with my brothers. 

 

Q. What kind of things did you do? 

A. Oh well we just sung hymns and she give a wee service, and we were oot again the back o' twelve 
o'clock. And then you had to go home and see ye were alright, your face washed, and ready <..pause..> 
to go to the South Church <..pause..> Sunday School after the church come out at half past twelve, and I 
was there then, then you come hame after that. It was only a halfpenny for your collection then. (laughs) 
'Cause ye had a half-penny in the morning y'see and a halfpenny at dinner time. If you were going out 
to a five o' clock Sunday School you got your claes shifted, whatever your Sunday claes was on, ‘til 
once you were going to the five o' clock Sunday School. Over in the railway mission, it was a hut that 
was in Bayne Street, you went there from five o' clock to six o' clock and that was you finished for the 
day. 

 

Q. Did you go on any outings with the Sunday School? 

A. I mind once of going out to Gargunnock an' it was horse lorries, we were all sitting up on lorries. 
(laughs) I mind of that. 

 

Q. Did you sing in a choir or anything like that? 

A. Aye, when I was older. There was a fire in Orchard Place at the back the centre now, there was a fire, 
and my faither used to say never go near the arcade, the old arcade 'cause it would go up like powder, 
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he kent fine with the building of it, it was all <..pause..> cheap stuff, likely. However, my chum and I, we 
were just in from the rubber work, we worked in the rubber work then, and the fire brigade; there used to 
be two men who came from the top of the town and the laddies all used to run with them to see where 
the fire was y'see, so Jim and I, we run too, thinking it was the arcade, but it was doon the Orchard 
Place and there was a stable. It was a picture hoose 'The Olympia' and before you went into The 
Olympia to go to the picture hoose, there were a stable up a steep bit before you went into the pictures, 
and we kent the laddies who's faither had the stables. Taylor from St. Ninians, and we were feared for 
the horses being in the fire, but they were taken out first and down to Goosecroft Road noo, and it was 
Orchard Place that the fire was. Well I had joined the church choir the Thursday before it and this was 
the next Wednesday and of course on the Thursday I couldnae speak I'd got the cold, you see, 'cause it 
was late when we come hame and eh I couldnae speak. My mother says '”You cannae go to the choir 
tonight.” I says, “Oh I, I'll need to go 'cause they'll maybe no let me back.” y'see, and eh, however, when 
it came to going she says “Ye cannae go, ye cannae go.” I says “I'm going in case they won't let me 
back again.” So I went, I went to the choir and I just sung it with my mind 'cause I couldn't get a voice 
tae speak. 

 

Q. So you sang in the choir? 

A. Aye and I was there, 

 

Q. Did you join the Band of Hope or anything? 

A. Oh there was a Band of Hope in the Craigs, we went there on a Wednesday night <..pause..> and got a 
cinematagraph. 

 

Q. What kind of things did you do at the Band of Hope? 

A. Well we saw pictures, a cinematagraph, and somebody would maybe speak to you and tell you what 
the cinematagraph was about. But it was only about an hour, an hour and a half. That was all. 

 

Q. So religion was obviously important to you then? 

A. Oh Aye. Aye. 

 

Q. So did you bring up your own children to attend church and Sunday School like you? 

A. Well they did, they werenae made go, but I found that they went their-selves. 

 

Q. So as a child, who did you play with? Was it your sisters and brothers? 

A. Well my sister was three years older than me but I played with laddies. Played at the school y'ken. We 
had the back of the school building for boys’ playground and the lassies was in the front . And I used to 
go round the back and play with the laddies, and the master sent for me and he says, “Why do you no 
play with the girls in the front Lizzie?” I says, “’Cause they'll no play at bools.” I played at bools, with the 
laddies at the back. So he telt me to try and play at jumping ropes with the lassies in the shed and oot in 
the front. 

 

Q. So do you remember any sort of rhymes you used to say when you were cawing the rope? 

A. I cannae remember, <..pause..> One, two, three a leary, I spy Mrs., what?, I cannae remember, sitting on 
her bumbileary. (laughs) I can remember that bit! 

 

Q. What other games did you play when you were a child then? 

A. Peever. With a bit of broken marble, y'ken, and ye knocked the taes oot yer boots. It was button boots 
you wore, button boots. Ye had to throw the peever into, there was that 1, 2, that was the chalk marks, 
and you had tae see how many numbers you could get up tae. Oh dear! (laughs) You're taking me back 
tae my childhood.  

 

Q. And what kind of toys did you have? 

A. I mind one Christmas, I got in my stocking a sixpenny doll that they got out the bazaar, and it had a 
white head and then you turned it round and it had a black head. And then before that I used to go 
about with my faither's boot in a wee bit shawl. I mind of that, that was why I think I got the doll in my 
stocking one year. 
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Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you went out to play? 

A. I don't think so, we'd have something auld for oot playing, maybe just my peenie and it could aye wash. 

 

Q. And did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. We used to play at shops in the lane in Bayne Street, we used to play at shops there. Some of the 
laddies must have had matches, to have a fire, y'ken, just in the lane, and this lassie went too near, or 
something was thrown, and she got burned, and she came oot <..pause..> we'd taken her hame and the 
flames were on her peenie. My mother was standing with her sour milk jug, that she'd got off the barrel, 
for tae make the scones, and then this other neighbour, Mrs Reekie, she tain the jug and threw it on the 
wee lassie. That wee lassie was all marked. Teenie Cameron. 

 

Q. Were you free to play with anyone you liked? 

A. Aye, but we were never away from the door. The lane was handy, in Bayne Street and then of course, 
when we went to Baker Street, I was ten years older than that y'see. 

 

Q. What did they say if children started to fight or gamble in the streets? 

A. No, <..pause..> I can't remember anything like that. No. When we were up in Baker Street, a lassie used 
to play the mooth-organ, she was a cripple, but she was good at the mooth-organ. And we used to have 
singing and dancing in the close. It was a big wide pend, we used to have dancing and singing, aha, 
Maggie Cassidy. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time after school or at weekends? 

A. Oh, we got tuppence at the pictures, we'd go to the pictures. 

 

Q. What kind of films did you see, can you remember? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> no. 

 

Q. Were they romantic films, or cowboy films? 

A. Aye, and then ‘The Desert Song’, y'ken, I mind of a picture like that. 

 

Q. Did you have any 'pin ups'? Were there any idols then? 

A. No. I don't think so. 

 

Q. Did you used to go walks on a Sunday? 

A. Oh aye. When we were in Bayne Street, away up the Drip Road, away up to maybe Kildean y'ken, and 
there were two farms, Stirling's Farm and McKerracher's, it's at the opposite side of the Drip Road now. 
There was a fence maybe along their park, and if you were away maybe before somebody else, some 
of our chums, we'd maybe chocolate drops or, eh, <..pause..> ABCs - sweeties, maybe some of us had 
spent a halfpenny or hadnae put it in the kirk y'ken in the Sunday School and we'd leave it on a post at 
one of the farms going the way, and we'd maybe go along the Raploch, noo, and come in the back of 
the hill, and hame again, that would be our walk. I've seen us walking to Causewayhead, but there 
wasn't a park like. And to go to the Monument, you needed money to get in. We'd maybe get a 
halfpenny boat over to Cambuskenneth, if you had a halfpenny, you spent your other halfpenny on 
sweeties y'see and we'd need tae walk <..pause..> after we got the boat, <..pause..> Alloa Road, and then 
the Causewayhead Road <..pause..> hame. 

 

Q. And did you go bicycling or picnicing? 

A. We once hired a bike, my chum and I <..pause..> we went doon oot the Kings’ Knot, that's going to the 
Gargunnock Road and she got the bike and she would run so far doon the Gargunnock Road and come 
back, then I got it but I just didnae need tae peddle, <..pause..> couldnae peddle. I just went doon with the 
bike going with me. I'd to walk back tae the King’s Knot again. 

 

Q. Did you do any collecting of cigarette cards or scraps or anything? 

A. No. There was nothing like that. Scraps, we used tae play at scraps, change scraps. 
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Q. What kind of scraps can you remember? 

A. Oh it would be the wee'est yins you could get for the sake of a halfpenny y'ken and anybody that had a 
bigger yin, they wouldnae change it. 'Cause it maybe cost a penny y'know. 

 

Q. What kind of scraps were there? 

A. Oh maybe wee flowers or, <..pause..> ken just wee items, maybe a wee lassies face or a wee laddies 
face or something like that. 

 

Q. And did you keep any pets? 

A. Oh we'd aye a cat, <..pause..> (laughs) a cat. Pistol wis it's name. It wis my grannies from when we were 
clearing up the hoose. My faither said to my mother, “Noo mind noo, you're no' taking anything, you're 
no' taking anything oot o' there ken.” However my mother came hame with two jugs up her coat, lovely 
jugs they were, they were aye up on the shelf, and she came hame with that and he gave her a row for 
doing that. But when he came, the kitten wis in the pocket. Well we had that kitten ‘til it became a cat 
and it stole a lump of cheese, it jumped off the chair and on to the table, taen this lump o' cheese, and 
some of us had said there wisnae cheese. “Aye there's cheese, aye there's cheese.” <..pause..> Here, the 
cat wis below the bed with the cheese, and I'm going in tae get the cheese and it's fuffing at me, and he 
told me tae come oot o' there and my faither got the walking stick, <..pause..> and he thingmy'd the 
cheese and the cat come oot with the cheese y'see. The cat was drowned. But he couldnae go and put 
it in the water at the brig, where the bus goes over to Causewayhead, he couldnae dae it hi'self, he got 
yin o' the fellas at the Customs Pub there. All the fishermen used to finish up there and get their pint. He 
gave a laddie something for tae go and put the cat into the Forth, he couldn't dae it hi'self. But there was 
a stane in the bag so as it would keep it doon 'cause it, (laughs) we were all greetin' 'cause Pistol 
wisnae coming back. 

 

Q. What colour of cat was it ? Can you remember? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> just a grey colour. 

 

Q. And did you take part in any sport like netball or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh no, nothing like that, nothing like that. We used to play at Rounders, ken, we'd throw the ball and if 
you didnae catch it you had to run tae the next stop y'ken. <..pause..> It was good. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any youth organisations like Guides or the Girls’ Guildry? 

A. After I was at Baker Street and older, I went to the Girls’ Club where the nursery place is, up in Baker 
Street. 

 

Q. And what things did you used to do? 

A. Oh, singing. There was a councillor a Miss Turnbull, she used to do the teaching in it, <..pause..> and a 
Miss Arthur used to play the piano, the Arthur’s had the Tannery work <..pause..> from Cowane Street, 
going up tae Queen Street. 

 

Q. Do you remember going to any concerts or music halls or plays or anything? 

A. No, I can't remember anything like that. 

 

Q. Soirées or anything like that? 

A. Ah well, you had a soirée with the Sunday Schools in the town. 

 

Q. What did you do at them? 

A. Oh, you got your tea in a fancy poke, y'ken. Noo they're looking for a doggie bag. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did your parents give you any pocket money when you were a child? 

A. Well we were lucky if we got a penny <..pause..> up 'til I was ten years old, you would maybe run a 
message for somebody, and your mother would take it off you and then maybe on a Saturday she 
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would maybe give you the other penny you'd had. You'd maybe have tuppence. And you could get a 
farthings worth of something. 

 

Q. So what did you spend your money on? 

A. Well, <..pause..> sweeties, sweeties. <..pause..> You'd get a farthings worth of this and a farthings worth of 
something else, that was a ha'penny. 

 

Q. And so what kind of sweets did you like? 

A. Well I used to like a nougat cup, it was just like eh, <..pause..> nougat in a, eh, wafer sort of thing with a 
scartin of chocolate over the top, and that was a farthing, and you would maybe get two bubble-gums 
for a farthing or a ha'penny. 

 

Q. And were you given lessons by anyone before going to school? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So, how old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Five. 

 

Q. What kind of school was it? 

A. Territorial School, where it is now, Cowane Centre. 

 

Q. And what did you think of this school? 

A. <..pause..> (laughs) Well I went to the first, second and third and the fourth was round the back looking up 
Bridge Street. There were two butcher laddies at Miss Morrison's for those three classes and eh, 
<..pause..> and her brother was a solicitor in Bridge of Allan. But I used to run messages for her and she 
had a chum at the beginning of Causewayhead, the bridge. And eh, <..pause..> she gave me a penny for 
the car, the horse driven car. The car would be coming down Wallace Street, and I wouldnae see any 
car coming and I would have time to run to Causewayhead, tae the beginning of Causewayhead and 
deliver the message for my teacher, and I ran back again. <..pause..> I saved that penny. 

 

Q. And did you like that teacher? 

A. Miss Morrison? Aye. I liked her. 

 

Q. If you did something the teacher disapproved of what would happen? 

A. Oh you got the strap right enough. 

 

Q. Did teachers emphasize certain things as important, like manners or punctuality or tidiness? 

A. You'd get the strap if you were late. 

 

Q. And what subjects were you taught? 

A. Oh just, your A,B,Cs first and then you joined your A,B,Cs into <..pause..> names your next class. Then 
you got sums 1+1=2, 2+2=4, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you do any Needlework? 

A. We did scarfs at the school, y'ken, just plain scarfs, and then you got onto purl and plain. 

 

Q. Did you wear a uniform? 

A. No. Oh no, it was just what your mother made for you, cut down for you. (laughs) 

 

Q. Do you remember if you were all dressed the same? 

A. Oh no. It was just what your mother could afford tae put on ye. 
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Q. Were there some poor children? 

A. Och aye, we were all poor. There were naebody any better than yerself. 

 

Q. So what kind of thing did you wear then? Was it balaclavas? 

A. No, <..pause..> I didnae need it, I had a heid o' curls. I didnae need a hat, but I can put hats on now. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you left the school? 

A. Thirteen, I got an exemption, <..pause..> so that I could work y'ken, get a job. 

 

Q. Would you have stayed longer if you'd had the opportunity? 

A. Well fourteen, fourteen you left. 

 

Q. Did you attend any part-time education afterwards? 

A. No. 

 

Q. No evening classes or that sort of thing? 

A. No. In the latter years they had to go to an evening class for the next year, but not with us. 

 

Q. Can you describe what your first full-time job was? 

A. Well my full-time job first was, in the mill <..pause..> at the foot of the Craigs, Aitken's Mill, that was my 
first full time job, seven shillings a week. 

 

Q. How did you get the job? Did you apply? 

A. Oh you had to go down and <..pause..> see <..pause..> if you would get a job. There was naebody 
vouching for you nor nothing like that then. There was a gate; if you weren't in on time there used to be 
a gate, you were locked out, you lost that day. 

 

Q. Can you describe the work that you did in the mill? 

A. Weaving. 

 

Q. Was it noisy? 

A. You got used to it. 

 

Q. Were the working conditions good or bad? 

A. Oh well, <..pause..> you had to do your work, you couldnae skip <..pause..> y'ken 'cause there were aye yer 
foreman going about tae see if you were at yer machine. Or if there was anything wrong with your 
machine you notified him. 

 

Q. And was it mostly girls that worked as weavers? 

A. Aye, aye. 

 

Q. Was there rivalry between different parts of the mill? 

A. Aye, whatever we put onto bobbins they went up the stairs tae some other body tae put it into wee'er 
bobbins. I was never was up the stair for to find out how they did. No. 

 

Q. So did you learn the job by just watching others or were you trained? 

A. There were an elderly lassie there just to watch that we were doing it, but of course she was doing one 
tae. <..pause> Mhmmmm. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. <..pause..> From six 'til twelve, and one we got our dinner, and eh, we finished at six at night. 
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Q. Did you work on Saturdays then? 

A. Aye, we worked on a Saturday then tae. 

 

Q. There obviously were breaks for meals, how long were they? 

A. Well if you were going hame <..pause..> you got an hour. 

 

Q. And did you have any holidays with pay? 

A. <..pause..> I couldnae tell you that. 

 

Q. So what was your pay at the end of the week? 

A. We would get the Stirling holidays, we'd be off then, but I didnae mind of getting paid for them. 

 

Q. And what was your pay at the end of the week? 

A. I started with seven shillings there. I went to a rubber works after that. 

 

Q. Did you feel that was a fair wage? 

A. Well you were lucky if you got ten shillings. But I was learning y'see, seven shillings I got. 

 

Q. And did you give some of the money to your mum? 

A. Oh yes every shilling you brought in you got a penny, and for every pound, you got a shilling. And I 
used to wash stairs to get extra for the dancing, and closes. 

 

Q. And what other jobs were in the mill? 

A. <..pause..> I cannae mind. 

 

Q. There would be spinners, would there not? 

A. There used to be another machine in the next thingmy and you could see the table things going back 
and forward like that, but I never was in it. That would maybe be the finishing touch or the beginning. 

 

Q. Did men and women work together? 

A. Well there were men at the boilers and firemen, for fires <..pause..> and you see there were another bit 
where they washed the wool first and then it was put in another place to dry, it was hinging on big,  
<..pause..> eh, ropes sort of thing.  

 

Q. And was there a works’ club or a works’ outing? 

A. No.<..pause..> No nothing like that. 

 

Q. Any entertainment for employees? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Where did you go after Aitken's mill? 

A. The rubber works. 

 

Q. Can you describe what you did there? 

A. The hose table, making the hoses. 

 

Q. Where was this rubber works? 

A. Down from McGrouther's before you go under the brig at Causewayhead. 

 

Q. How did you get there? 
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A. Ye had to run to get in on time. (laughs) Seven o'clock we went in there. 

 

Q. And what hours did you work at the rubber factory? 

A. Six o' clock. Aye, you got a dinner hour. I got the sack 'cause I was eating a piece at the table. (laughs) 
The manager caught me eating a piece an' I was sacked (laughs) <..pause..> and the woman told me 
after that, she said, “Lizzie you got the sack for eating a piece and I go round with a table for them to 
pick what they want.” 

 

Q. So what were you paid, can you remember? 

A. I cannae mind what I got there. 

 

Q. Did you feel that your employer had treated you unfairly? 

A. Ah well I went to the union, the union sent for me but I had been to see the manager and I did the wrong 
thing. 

 

Q. Where did you go after the rubber works? 

A. Lemonade. The Co-Operative lemonade place in Forth Street. I cannae mind what I got there either. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you did, what kind of jobs you did? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> putting the bottles round to get washed y'ken. <..pause..> I stood on a box. 

 

Q. Were they on a conveyor belt? 

A. Aye, the bottles were. And you had to watch <..pause..> that there was <..pause..> any broken and you 
stopped the machine 'til you tain that off and put another one in it's place. 

 

Q. Was it noisy kind of work? 

A. I couldnae say it was noisy, no. You could drink as much lemonade in the premises y'ken, anything. 
They didnae grudge you going and lifting a bottle <..pause..> to have a drink. But then that was wasted 
y'ken if you didnae drink it all. Mhmmm. 

 

Q. So what hours did you work at the bottle factory, lemonade factory? 

A. Oh I cannae mind now, about eight to five I think. 

 

Q. Was there breaks for your meals then? 

A. Aye, you got your dinner there. 

 

Q. And can you remember what your pay was at the bottle factory? 

A. No, I couldn't tell you. 

 

Q. And did you do anything after working in the lemonade factory? 

A. No, my mother died when she was forty-six, you see. 

 

Q. Yes, you said your mother was actually ill, so you stayed off work to look after her. 

A. Aye, look after her. That's my life's work! (laughs) 

 

Q. So, did you continue to live at home after you started full-time work? 

A. Oh aye, until I was married. 

 

Q. And did you have your own room where you could entertain your friends? 

A. No, you didn't entertain friends because it was a kitchen, my mother and I slept in the kitchen and the 
laddies was in the room, the bigger room and then my young sister was in the other room, but I slept 
with my mother, you see. 
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Q. How much money did you have to spend? 

A. I dinnae ken, (laughs) anything I made likely, washing the stairs. 

 

Q. How did you manage your money? 

A. You just had to, <..pause..> you couldnae get what you wanted. 

 

Q. And did religion still mean as much as it had meant to you as a child? Did you still go to church? 

A. Oh aye, right up until I was married. 

 

Q. And did you take an interest in politics then? 

A. No, I didnae ken anything about politics then. 

 

Q. So you were talking about the clubs you went to when you were working, what kind of things did you 
do? 

A. The Girls’ Club. Oh well we were singing there and <..pause..> maybe somebody entertaining us. 

 

Q. Did you go out to any dances then, when you were working? 

A. I went to the Albert Hall on a Saturday night, dancing, and then, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Every Saturday night? 

A. Mmmhmm. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you were wearing? 

A. Och. <..pause..> (laughs) 

 

Q. Or what styles you were wearing? 

A. No it would be a frock out the second hand shop likely, (laughs) <..pause..> and then we went to the 
palace gardens, up going to the castle, there was a dancing hall there, out there, that's about all I ken. 

 

Q. What kind of music were you dancing to and what kind of dances did you do? 

A. The accordian and the <..pause..> dulcimer, eh was it dulcimer they call it. Rab Hunter played it. The fella 
Findlay played the accordian. 

 

Q. And did you go out to the cinema much? 

A. Aye then the Kinema started in the Craigs, <..pause..> I went there. 

 

Q. What kind of films did you see? 

A. Oh, cowboys and indians. 

 

Q. Any romantic ones, Greta Garbo? 

A. Oh aye, 

 

Q. Did you like anyone in particular any actor or actress in particular? 

A. No I didnae, <..pause..> Cary Grant, <..pause..> cowboy ones that were good pictures. 

 

Q. Did you make any new friends then, boyfriends or girlfriends at this time? 

A. No, I was older, the time that l thought on lads. (laughs) Going to the Albert Hall dancing I used to see a 
Cambusbarron fella. 

 

Q. Did you stick to a group of friends that you knew well? 
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A. Och aye, we all out at the same kind of, <..pause..> Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did you all used to go to the dancing and the Kinema and things like that together? 

A. Mmmhmm, mmmhmm. 

 

Q. Were there special places where boys and girls could meet or was it just at the dancing? 

A. If you were going to get a date <..pause..> it was aye about the Steeple, top o' King Street. That's where I 
used tae, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Really? 

A. Aye. And if I was going two or three times with the same yin, you got to the top of the Bank opening and 
I could see from the window if he was up there. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did your parents meet your friends? 

A. They aye kent the lassies I went with, neighbour's lassies. 

 

Q. So what age were you when you married? 

A. Twenty two. 

 

Q. And how did you meet your husband? 

A. He came home off the army <..pause..> y'ken but he had went to the same school, I was in the same 
class as his sister, and they stayed in Baker Street. When he came off the army he'd a leg off, <..pause..> 
he'd crutches. 

 

Q. Were you engaged for a long time? 

A. No, no. We couldnae afford an engagement ring. 

 

Q. Did you save up money before you got married? 

A. Oh I had nae money tae save. (laughs) No I couldnae afford it. No. <..pause..> My mother-in-law paid for 
the tea in her house, his sisters and brothers gave me the presents y'ken. 

 

Q. Did your parents help you to set up house? 

A. No, my mother and faither was dead at this time. 

 

Q. And can you describe the wedding? 

A. No. We just went to the Manse. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you were wearing then? 

A. Aye, a tanny costume, a tan kind of costume. And three buttons there. When we went out to the taxi I 
must have lost a button. (laughs) And eh, <..pause..> my tammy hat was tan coloured. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon? 

A. No I telt ye that, my man was going to go to his work the next morning. (laughs) We were in a room, 
going to a room to stay in Baker Street and we had to go down to the <..pause..> hardware shop in below 
y'ken, down the next street to get two egg cups for our egg in the morning. (laughs) 

 

Q. So what was your husband's job, when you married? 

A. Emm, the Government Stores. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs before then? 

A. Before that, before he got into the Government Stores, he had a lorry and a horse and he used to go for 
sawdust to the sawmills and sell sawdust to shops, <..pause..> and then he had two days with fish, selling 
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fish.  
Daughter: But mum he was a butcher. 
Oh aye, but he was a butcher to trade before I married him. 

 

Q. So can you tell me about when he was a butcher then? 

A. Oh no I cannae, I wasnae married then. 

 

Q. And did you continue to work after you were married? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So how many children did you have then? 

A. There was Cissie then Willie and Lee. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children that you wanted? 

A. Oh you just had to take what you got. (laughing) If you play with fire you get burnt. 

 

Q. The next question is about birth control, if you knew anything about birth control. 

A. No nothing like that. 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in child birth? Were you given any information about birth control then? 

A. No, nothing about that. No nothing about that either. 

 

Q. Did you read up any books on your own about birth or infant care? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Were your children born at home then? 

A. Aye, but Lee was born in the Infirmary. 

 

Q. Did you have any medical help when the children were born? 

A. Oh well, doctors was there, there was a midwife. 

 

Q. Was the midwife quite good? 

A. Mmmhnn aye, then the doctor come to see that everything was alright, and that was it. 

 

Q. And how did you feed your first baby? 

A. Breast fed. Three of them. 

 

Q. If you needed any advice who could you ask <..pause..> about bringing up children, or illnesses or 
anything like that? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Was there anyone you could ask about things like that? 

A. I didnae need, didnae need. The grannie and elder sisters were aye there if I was wanting anything 
<..pause..> to talk about. You didnae talk about they things to anybody, y'ken. 

 

Q. Can you remember what it was like managing the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 
Did you always think you'd manage okay? 

A. I had tae, there were nae big pays then. 

 

Q. Did you know how much your husband brought in? 
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A. Well, he'd two pounds seven and six to begin with, in the Government Stores, <..pause..> and he had 
twelve and threepence o' a pension <..pause..> for his leg off. 

 

Q. How much of that did he give to you for housekeeping then? 

A. Oh well, he kept the twelve and six and I got the two pound, and then his pension was twelve and six 
was it, twelve and six, he kept the half crown and I got the ten shillings. And we would go out on a 
Wednesday and it helped keep us to the Friday 'til we got our pay. Ye had tae dae with the cheapest 
you could go. 

 

Q. How did you decide how the money should be spent and how to manage money" 

A. Well as long as you paid your society and your rent and you bought your milk and you bought things as 
you needed. 

 

Q. If you were ill or confined to bed, how did you manage? Did relatives or neighbours come into help? 

A. Well when Cissy was born I was in a room, and when Willie was born I was in a single end below the 
grannies y'ken, and my next door neighbour, she was just staying with her father-in-law, they had the 
fish shop doon the stair, and her and I, she had only two brothers; she come oot a hotel at the foot o' 
the arcade. Her and I were great neighbours. She had one girl and I had Cissy and then when I had 
Willie two years after that she attended to Cissy along with her own wee lassie. <..pause..> I was in the 
hoose then y'see. 

 

Q. Did anyone do the washing for you or make meals? 

A. She did the washing then and seen tae <..pause..> my messages. 

 

Q. And where you lived, did all the people have the same standard of living? 

A. Och aye. 

 

Q. Or were some better off than you? 

A. Well they werenae any better off next door tae me, and her and I were friends for fifty odd years. 
Neighbours. 

 

Q. Were there any snobby people or kind of middle class people in the neighbourhood? 

A. No nothing like that. No. 

 

Q. Were there any people in the district that were considered important people? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Doctors or anyone? 

A. No, not in the vicinity. 

 

Q. Did you respect anybody like the ministers? 

A. The ministers, well I'd respect them <..pause..> and the doctor. And my neighbour she'd the same doctor 
as I had. I've been with the same practice since then. It's just different doctors like, that's been in. 

 

Q. Did you think of yourself as being in a particular class, like working class or? <..pause..> 

A. No. We werenae better than any other body. 

 

Q. Was it possible at that time to move from one class to another? Like could a working class girl marry a 
doctor or anything like that? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. A teacher? 

A. No, no. 
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Q. Can you remember anyone who married into a higher class? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Do you remember feeling that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. You had to watch what you were doing. You couldnae go into debt. Couldnae, 'cause you couldnae get 
out of it. (laughs) There was nae allowance for bairns then or nothing like that. 

 

Q. And did local shops give you credit? 

A. Well there was a grocer shop doon below us and he was no bad if you wanted a loaf or anything 
<..pause..> and you just aye paid it when you got it the end of the week. But you didnae go scrantin for 
this that and the next thing, it was just what you needed. 

 

Q. Were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. There were one up in the Bank opening but we would never go to that. (laughs) We couldnae afford to 
bring it out. 

 

Q. You mentioned second hand clothes shops? 

A. Aye there were yin opposite us in Baker Street. 

 

Q. Were they very popular? 

A. Aye, aye. Many a thing I got. 

 

Q. More so than now, with Oxfam and places like that? Were there more second-hand shops then? 

A. Just yin in Baker Street that we had. And eh, I think there was one away further up the town or 
something but it was Yates's in Baker Street, Mabel Yates. And she was no' bad at giving you a bit 
bargain y'ken, if she kent ye. 

 

Q. Do you know of anyone who ever got any help from charity, or The Parish or anything like that? 

A. No. You used to hear about them going up the ‘Golden stairs’, that was The Parish, up the clock at 
Broad Street, up there, but no, we didnae. 

 

Q. Was your area a friendly neighbourhood that you lived in? 

A. I telt you about that neighbour, next door neighbour, that kept company, they finished up in Park 
Avenue, anyway, and we're going to her granddaughter's wedding in May and the reception's in Airth. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of the Second World War? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. What about the work that you did then or family life or rationing or the black market or recruiting for the 
troups? 

A. No. There was a big coal strike after the war, it were 1926. It was twelve weeks. Was it twelve weeks? It 
was a long time anyway. Up where the Girls Club was there was a wash-house there for the women 
where the child welfare is, they used to have a wash-house up there. And there were a boiler in it and 
we made soup for the soup kitchen, and there was a grocer at Baker Street and they used to give us 
sugar for a cup o' tea for ourselves and the town bought the vegetables from a vegetable shop. We 
didnae need tae buy anything, we'd nae money to buy anything. That grocer was very good, anything 
we needed, barley, peas, and the vegetable shop across the road gave us vegetables and we made 
soup in this big boiler. 

 

Q. For all the families of the miners? 

A. The miners, mmhmm. 
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Q. And what about the Second World War, do you remember rationing and the blackout? 

A. Oh the rationing, oh aye there was rationing, but you got your share. 

 

Q. Do you remember the Home Guard or did you do any knitting for the troops? 

A. No, I knitted socks for my man that was all l could knit. Then when Cissy was a bairn a woman across 
the road knitted a frock for her <..pause..> and she showed me how to knit, ken? Anything like that. Then 
after that I knitted her jerseys and the laddies’ jerseys. 

 

Q. Do you remember when V.E. day was, when peace was declared? 

A. Aye, doon in Friar Street, a crowd doon tae Friar Street tae get the word from the Post Office y'ken and 
we had a sing song. <..pause..> Glad that the war was finished. 

 

Q. And do you remember any evacuees living in the area? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Or the black market? 

A. No, I didnae ken nothing about it. 
Daughter: Because with my dad working in the Government Stores you couldn't get involved in black 
marketeering. It might have been going on but we couldn't get involved in it. 
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1901 Office Work in Army Barracks; Clerkess in W.R.A.F.; Shop Assistant; Shop 
Book-keeper; Office Work 

 
Interviewee Code Y3 
Interview Conducted 5th May 1988, 6th May 1988, 11th May 1988 
Interviewer Sharon Little 
Transcribed by Sandy Harvey 

 

Q. Could you tell me what year you were born? 

A. On the 25th July 1901. 

 

Q. And whereabouts were you born? 

A. In number 13 Married Quarters, Stirling. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. I lived there 'til I was two years old and then we shifted up to Stirling Castle and we lived at Stirling 
Castle for eh, <..pause..> almost eighteen years. 

 

Q. Did you have any brothers and sisters? 

A. I had three brothers, three brothers and another sister and myself. Five of a family and they're all dead 
except me. 

 

Q. Who was the eldest? 

A. The eldest was my brother George who was twenty-two years of age and was killed in France 19 
<..pause..> eh, the 10th December 1914. 

 

Q. Do you know how old your parents were when you were born? 

A. Well, my father was an orphan and he was born in London and he joined up in the army when he was a 
boy of fifteen because he had no parents. And he served in the Cameron Highlanders first and was over 
in India for twelve and a half years. He was in the Afghan War and the Boer War and was twenty-five 
years in the army. He came back, he transferred from the Cameron Highlanders into the Seaforth 
Highlanders where he met my mother up in Inverness and married her there. He'd actually seen her 
before he left for India and she was just a baby then, so you'll know the difference. And he married her 
there in Inverness Cathedral and they stayed there until his twenty-five years was up. He served his, 
that was him finished with the army. So he got an army job down at Stirling Castle here, that's why we 
came to Stirling. And he was there until he retired, <..pause..> sixty-five. 

 

Q. So, what sort of job did he have at the Castle? 

A. Well, he was a store-keeper, and it was very interesting because he used to take us round all the 
different stores, my sister and I when, <..pause..> Because all my brothers went into the army of course, 
they all followed in my father's footsteps, they were all in the army. It used to be very interesting for my 
sister and I because we got to know all the history of the Castle and it's very, very historical and a 
wonderful place to go through. 

 

Q. Do you know what your mother did before she was married? 

A. Well, in those days they got no schooling, my mother had to leave school when she was twelve. 

 

Q. Twelve? 

A. Mmhm. And of course they went into the mills to work, and I can remember <..pause..> when we were 
wee, my mother used to take us up to, from here up to Inverness. And at that time you had to collect 
your own coal and put it into, weigh it on a scale and put it into a barrow and wheel it up to your house. 

 

Q. Really? 
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A. Yes, mmhm. It was a dirty job! It was a dirty job and no delivery you see, you had to get your own coal. 
My mother hadn't much schooling at all. 

 

Q. So did she work in the mill? 

A. She worked in the mill. But, I mean we got a good schooling in Stirling here, we got good schooling. 

 

Q. Did your mother work after she was married at all? 

A. No, oh that was never heard of then. It was never heard of then. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church? 

A. Very much so, and us too. (laughs) That was our Sunday's day. 

 

Q. What denomination were you? 

A. Any except, <..pause..> any denomination except the Catholic. (laughs) On a Sunday morning my mother 
used to take us; of course my father being English, we were Episcopalians you see. In the church along 
the Dumbarton Road was where I was christened, we were all christened there, along Dumbarton 
Road. Then, eh, my mother gave us the choice when we became older, eh, whatever church we wanted 
to go to. Well you see, there was a little Mission Hall down from the Castle, well we used to go to that 
Mission Hall and eh, that belonged to the Allan Park Church, do you know it? Just down from the 
municipal buildings. Well, we joined the Allan Park Church there - that was - and then we used to go to 
the English School Church. The English School had a church, a school at the foot of the King's stables, 
do you know it? the English School sits there. Well, they had a Sunday School there and we used to go 
there and eh, Sunday School. So, I mean we had a good Christian upbringing, that's one thing. 

 

Q. Did your parents take any interest in politics? 

A. No, and I'm not political minded. 

 

Q. Did they actually vote? 

A. Oh, they voted, my father, I can tell you my father was, <..pause..> I can remember when I was a wee girl 
him telling me. There was only two at time, eh, the Liberals and the Tories. And he used to say, "The 
blue, the blue, the bonny blue, the blue that shall be worn. The green, the green, the dirty green, the 
green that shall be torn!" (laughter) So, we were blue, now does that seem daft? 

 

Q. Do you know what your parents did in their spare time if they had any spare time? 

A. Well my mother was a great knitter, I mean when she used to. Where we played, <..pause..> could I show 
the house where we stayed, I have it in a book there, I'll let you see where it, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did your parents have any hobbies? 

A. No, no hobbies. 

 

Q. Do you know if your mother was in the Co-Op? 

A. The Co-Op? The Co-Operative? Oh no, we didn't have the Co-Operative at that time. 

 

Q. Did your parents take part in any sports? 

A. No, no sport. My father was very musical, he was a drummer, of course he was a corporal drummer in 
the army. And then after he came out the army he went into, there was a theatre in the town, in the 
Arcade and he was in the orchestra there. Of course, although he was a drummer, they had to read 
music, I mean it's not just rattling the drums, you had to have music. We had an orchestra there. And 
eh, <..pause..> he was in there for quite, quite a long time. And we used to get in to see my father playing, 
you know it was quite nice to see it. You know they were dressed up with their bow tie on, they had, 
<..pause..> musical director like, who used to come through to our house as a matter of fact and practice 
upstairs, you see had an upstairs as well. And they used to practice upstairs. 

 

Q. So what memories do you have of your parents’ house? 
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A. Well, my parents, my mother was, came from Inverness, you know where Inverness is? Up in the 
Highlands? Well, she loved Inverness, she broke her heart when she came to Stirling, she broke her 
heart. And she always told us when she came to Stirling, eh, the two boys, my brothers were born up in 
the, in the Cameron barracks up in Inverness. We were what were called Southerners, but the boys 
were, <..pause..> She thought, we always thought she felt a more, because they were born in Inverness, 
more of her, you know. Although she didn't show it, you know she always thought about them as the 
boys that were born North and, eh, she broke her heart when she came to Stirling. However, we, Jimmy 
my brother and my sister and I were born in the married quarters. But apart from, <..pause..> we never 
got to play with, we never met outside children, but there was no other families in the Castle. There was 
one, two, two families but they had no, they hadn't any children. So I mean we didn't come in contact 
with children. See, we had somewhere to play, just play games among ourselves you see. 

 

Q. You were telling me about the blood in one of the rooms in the Castle? 

A. The Castle itself? 

 

Q. The blood in one of the rooms you were telling me about. 

A. They might be thinking I'm telling lie, <..pause..> but it was actually, you see it was a stained glass. The 
tourists all used to go to the Douglas room, you see you had to go up the stair and into the Douglas 
room and they sold souvenirs just like over there, The Heritage. And the story was that Douglas was 
murdered, well of course we knew that Douglas was murdered and he was supposed to be flung out 
this window and, down below as you come into the entrance there's a sort of cut out like that, you know 
like a window, stone, stone work. And there's a streak down the centre of it and that was supposed to 
be Douglas's blood. But you see we thought that when we were youngsters that that was really the case 
but as your mind grew, as you grew up your mind said, "Well, that can't be true." It couldn't last all that 
long, it would be washed off. But I think it had been painted just to let the tourists think that was actually 
the blood, you see. But the Douglas room sold little souvenirs you know of everything, of Stirling Castle. 
Because the view that you got from the Castle was beautiful, right round the whole place. You went, 
what I'm calling it the Douglas room was called the Douglas Gardens and you could walk right round the 
parapet, you went upstairs and you walked round this little parapet you see. And then there was a little 
cut into the wall which was called Queen Anne's lookout and that's the place I'm telling you, you could 
look down on to the King's Knot. And then as you came on to the square you could walk down to the, 
where I told you the lion's den was. And then there was the Queen Anne's gardens, where, every year 
on the last, the first Thursday in August they held what they called a garden party for the officers and 
their ladies you see. In this Queen Anne's gardens. And it was set like this and then up above here was 
a sort of grass you see, and the army band sat there and they played the music while the officers and 
their wives were sitting having tea. You see, it was very, it was beautiful to look at, beautiful gardens. 
And eh, I can remember when we were little girls we knew the lady that was catering, doing the catering 
for them, and she would let us do little helpful things. For instance I carried the strawberries and cream 
in the silver dish that came out of the officers’ mess, she let me carry it up, back up to the officers mess 
which was up, further up, after they had the tea you know. I thought that was lovely, beautiful. 

 

Q. Can you remember what the house was like in Stirling Castle? The house that you had? 

A. I can explain everything about that. It had, downstairs there was the kitchen, it was a huge great big 
place and what we called another little room, it had, it hadn't very much light in it, we just called it our 
sort of, an out place, you know away from the kitchenette. Downstairs was the, what they call the wash-
house which was a great big huge place all stone work, a great big huge boiler for boiling clothes. And 
one thing that struck me, well it's lasted all my life there was a tiny little window and it had bars on it, 
iron bars and it looked right over to the Balengeich Cemetery. Have you walked round there? Well it 
looked, if you look up, the first time at the Balengeich Cemetery, at the gates, if you look up on the wall 
you'll see this little window with the bars on it. And it had a glass window. And I was just a wee girl of, oh 
about five and my mother said to me to go downstairs to close the window, she'd been washing you see 
and there's a lot of steam. She told me to go down and there was snow on the ground and she told me 
to go down and close this window. And I closed, and I had to bang this window. It cut my hand, this one, 
no it's this one, this one here, it cut my hand here. Now my mother was frightened for blood, she always 
fainted at the sight of blood and I didn't know what to do and I was trying to hide it from my mother and 
she happened to see the trickle of blood. So, I was taken down to the military hospital which was down 
near the cemetery, you know where the cemetery is? Well the military hospital is just directly opposite 
that. It's been, <..pause..> I don't know what it's used for now, but that's where we had to attend the doctor 
was the military hospital. So, in these days it didn't stitch or anything you know so they just bound up 
the hand and then when I went down to get it off it stuck and I fainted because it should have been 
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stitched. Now, of course, if I touch anything and knock it it's very tender and I feel it to this day, and I'd 
just be a wee, I don't think I was at school then. 

 

Q. So, did you share a bedroom with anybody? 

A. The two bedrooms? Eh, well, what was the, that was, I'm talking about, that was downstairs, the wash-
house was downstairs and then we had the kitchen and what we call the, this little place, I forget what 
name we called it. It was a dark, dark place and then my mother’s bedroom was upstairs and our 
bedroom was upstairs and the attractive thing about the bedroom was it had glass doors, glass panels, 
but also little thing like this, it stood out on the door, eh, made it very attractive. Well that was my sister's 
bedroom and my bedroom and we slept in that room and my mother and father slept in this one. Then 
upstairs was what we called the parlour, and then from that was the boys’ bedroom, from the parlour. 
So it was a good size house. And the only thing eh, the toilet was outside and you'd to go upstairs and it 
was very embarrassing because we used to be next to what they call the joiner's shop, you see. And as 
you were wee, we were a wee bit scared going up there, especially at nights. 

 

Q. Did anybody else apart from your brothers and your parents stay in the house with you? 

A. No, no, nobody at all just, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the house work or did she pay anybody? 

A. No, no she did all the house work. But there wasn't the same furniture as what there is nowadays. 

 

Q. Did she make the family's clothes or mend them? 

A. No. She got a lady that stayed down from the married quarters, she was a dressmaker and my mother 
used to go down there and get her clothes made. My sister and I were always dressed as twins, like 
twins we were always dressed the same and she was a great believer in, <..pause..> I don't know whether 
you can remember the Inverness Cloaks, you know they were just cloaks over your shoulder. And she 
had her clothes made with Seaforth tartan and we used to always be dressed the same. And there was 
an old worthy of Stirling, you know what I mean when I say ‘Worthy’? An old man, you know, that knew 
Stirling. Whenever he would see us he would say, what was it? <..pause..> "Oichdie mhath!" That was the 
motto for the Seaforth Highlanders and he'd shout that at us. We were always dressed the same and 
they always thought we were twins, but there was two years and three days between my sister and I. 

 

Q. Did you get many new clothes and shoes? 

A. Well, she was very good with getting us clothes, very, very good. And I'll tell you what, I don't know how 
she managed it really, she used to take us to Edinburgh. And do you know Patrick Thomson's in 
Edinburgh? Well, it was a, supposed to be one of these high class shops. It was up eh, up the Bridges 
in Edinburgh and strangely enough the manageress came from Bridge of Allan, Miss McKenzie. And my 
mother used to take us when we were wee girls in the train you know, it used to be quite nice. And I can 
remember one incidence when we were crossing, you had to cross the Forth Bridge and we had the 
window down, it was very windy and my sister had a hat, it was tewel, made with tewel and it blew out 
the window into the river! Into the River Forth! (laughter) 

 

Q. Did your father help your mother with any housework? 

A. Not with the housework, oh, no, no, you couldn't expect a military man to do that. You know what he 
used to say? My mother asked him to carry me once, when I was a baby, he said soldiers are no 
allowed to carry parcels! (laughs) That was just a joke you know! 

 

Q. Did he tell you stories and read to you and? <..pause..> 

A. No, eh, very, very rarely. But they were loving parents. 

 

Q. Did you have any special jobs to do round the house, you know housework? 

A. Well, yes we did, I can remember, I had, I taught my own children the same, to clean the cutlery. We 
had to do the knives and forks, clean the cutlery or lift the coal for my mother and things like that. And 
we were kept, we had to do our own washing when we got older. Before we were married or anything 
we had to do our own washing. 
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Q. Did your brothers have to do the same things or did they get different things to do? 

A. Well, you see they hadn't, my brothers weren't at home, they were in the army. You see, Bill and 
George were both in the army and Jimmy of course, he was called up and he was in the army. He was 
a taxi driver when he came out the army, first of all he was a photographer, he was a photographer. And 
then eh, when the photographing business gave up he was on a taxi rank, at the station, he used to 
have a taxi rank. 

 

Q. Did you continue to do all the sort of household things after you left school? 

A. Well, my mother taught us to wash dishes, do our own washing, you never got off with anything. 

 

Q. Can you remember what kind of meals you had when you were young? 

A. Soup, soup and porridge! (laughs) It was, you didn't have, we never had very many cakes, never very 
many sweet stuff. And of course wages then were very, very small, I think my father had only twelve 
and six a week, you couldn't get very much. We never got the Christmas like what the children do 
nowadays, never. 

 

Q. So, can you remember what your favourite meal was when you were younger? 

A. Well, soup I think was my favourite because eh, lentil soup. 

 

Q. Did you have anything different on a Sunday? 

A. No, no, it was just, <..pause..> Sunday, Sunday was a day of; morning was church, in the afternoon 
Sunday School, at night would be the Mission Hall, that was our Sunday. 

 

Q. Where did your parents do the shopping? 

A. Well, just down Baker Street, my mother used to go down there and we would go down with her, help 
her with the shopping. But eh, during the war, 1914 War mind, where our house was it was what, what 
diverted us, there was a wall here and this was called ‘The Old Mint’, where in the olden, days where 
they used to make the money, the coins, was in the, in our, what we call our yard. And when the war 
broke out they made that into a cookhouse right where it, just in front of our kitchen window. So you'll 
know what like it was getting meals, and them bringing in the carcases you know and chopping them up 
just on the rough wooden benches and things like that. 

 

Q. Where did you, <..pause..> where did they buy things like furniture? 

A. Well, that's what we, <..pause..> of course that was army, it was more or less army furniture you see, 
beds, <..pause..> In fact I've got a blanket on there, on my bed there, that was an army blanket. That's, 
<..pause..> I'm not telling a lie, a beautiful blanket, that'll be, I'm eighty-seven. Now you'll not get blankets 
to last as long, <..pause..> And I've only had one blanket on my bed all winter. And I mean to say this, it's 
as good as new. You see we were issued with, <..pause..> My father and Mr. ******, they had the stores to 
look after you know, giving pots and pans, they had the stores for hoarding pots and pans and all the 
army utensils and all the bedding. Well, when a sheet got worn you handed that in and you got a new 
one in exchange for it, you see. The same with your blankets. You got that issued to you. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you celebrate special occasions like birthdays? 

A. Yes, always birthdays, we never forgot birthdays. But very, we got very little at Christmas time. 

 

Q. What did you get for your birthday? 

A. Oh, maybe just a bar of chocolate, and I've seen us only getting thruppence, a thruppency bit and been 
quite happy. 

 

Q. And what about Christmas? 

A. Christmas? Well, we didn't have very much, we didn't have Christmas trees or anything because we 
couldn't afford it. The only enjoyment we had was, the army held a Christmas party for all the, the army 
children, well for the married quarters like, and us. I can always remember it was held in the gymnasium 
and we had the great big long trestle lorries, eh, trestle tables, and it used to be lovely, set with crackers 
and everything. And then a magician would come up and he would do his tricks, you know, and they 
had a tree there in the gymnasium, and we all got something off the tree, all the children got something 



 206 

off the tree. I can remember, I can, I can see it, just visualize it. There were long forms, there was a long 
trestle table and you would get a cracker sitting on your plate and a funny hat. But that was away back 
all these years. 

 

Q. Did you put a stocking up? 

A. No. As we got older we did, as we got older, when we understood what, <..pause..> Well there was more 
money then, after my father came out the army, there was more then, we could hang our stockings up. 
But my brothers, I can always remember getting a little cradle made of chocolate with two little 
chocolate babies in it, just a tiny little thing like that. Look what they get nowadays, a computer. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play games with you? 

A. Yes, we used to play at games, we used to play cards a lot, and it's funny the amusement we got. We 
used to play, my mother used to sit at the window knitting and watch us playing, just as I showed you in 
that picture there, we could play there. We used to play at Peever, you know what I mean when I say 
that? And she used to watch us there, well there was only my sister and I and Jimmy Lindsay and the 
Martins, that was all the family. And we used to play at Skipping Ropes, and we used to always; and my 
father I can remember made a pair of stilts for me. Have you seen the stilts? And we used to play at 
Cricket, we used to mark with the chalk on the wall as the stumps, you see and with the ball. And we 
used to play, eh my mother used to watch, sit and watch us at the window, playing Beds, you know with 
the numbers on it, Peevers, like Peevers, we used to do that. 

 

Q. Did you have any books to read? 

A. I used to get books to read. 

 

Q. Can you remember which ones? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> no I haven't, any particular ones. Would you like to see my handwriting when I was a wee 
child of nine? 

 

Q. Can you tell me what books you had to read at home? 

A. Ohhh! <..pause..> I'll tell you, <..pause..> well, we used to love novels. What we used to do on a Saturday, 
we used to, we didn't read very much when we, just the school books, you know. And then these Hans 
Andersen's fairy tales, and there was another, <..pause..> My mother wasn't a scholar at all of course, eh 
we used to get little books to read from the school. I forget what the names were. 

 

Q. Did you belong to the library? 

A. We did, we used to always go to the library, even after I was married. It was a Saturday, every Saturday 
we went in for four books. Two cowboy books for the boys and father and two love stories for Rena and 
I. Every Saturday. 

 

Q. Were you taken out visiting, your neighbours or relatives? 

A. Well, there was nobody, we had no neighbours here, no neighbours. 

 

Q. Did you go on holidays at all? 

A. Yes, my mother used to take us up to Inverness. 

 

Q. And who did you stay with? 

A. Who we stayed with? There was a wee house that was always empty and it belonged to a friend of my 
mother's that stayed in Kessock Road in Inverness. You've heard of Kessock Ferry? Kessock Ferry? 
Well, we were, just stayed up a wee bit from the Kessock Ferry, that's the Caledonian canal. And what 
was it? <..pause..> ‘Junior’ I think it was called. And my mother used to take us up there, we'd to go to 
school! We went up, <..pause..> because, <..pause..> My mother used to take us up to Inverness as I say 
about maybe two or three months in the year. We had to go to school which was called Bumbaroady 
School and they used to make us, the master used to make us talk because he thought we were 
English, we hadn't the Highland brogue. You know the different, he used to think we were English but 
we weren't really, but he used to make my sister and I do the reading in the school. And in these days, 
dry lavatories, it was awful for schools. 
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Q. Did your father stay at home when you were on holiday or did he come with you? 

A. No he was, he stayed at home, we would go on holidays alone. 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. A wedding? Eh, who was the first? Of course George, he was the eldest, he was killed. Bill, he was a 
bachelor for quite a long time. The first one was my sister, she married, he was a Catholic, mother and 
father didn't go to the wedding. <..pause..> My father was an Orangeman, and an Englishman too! 
(laughs) Still, I can remember Auntie Meg's wedding and he, <..pause..> poor George was killed. He 
neither drank nor smoked, he was only twenty-two. But we managed to trace; we got a beautiful letter 
from the padre. And I've got the, the schoolmaster, my schoolmaster was my brother's, taught my, was 
schoolmaster when my brother was there and he sent my mother a beautiful letter. I've kept it. And one 
from the adjutant of the army, and one from the chaplain and my mother had it framed, it was so 
beautiful. And he told them, my other two brothers, they got in touch with my two brothers and they 
were taken to his burial and one paragraph said that he was buried in the pale moonlight, through the 
night, you see, he was buried. But they were blown up in a sugar refinery. But my niece is a 
schoolteacher up at the high school in Denny and her mother and her managed to get over and trace 
my brother's grave, took a lovely photograph of it, beautiful. His name, you can see his name on the 
photograph and everything, beautiful. But he was a nice boy , he was a good living boy, he neither 
drank nor smoked and that was it. 

 

Q. Can you tell me how you spent your Sundays in those days? 

A. When I was staying there? 

 

Q. Your Sundays? 

A. Oh, my Sundays! Well, I've told you that Sunday was a day of worship. 

 

Q. And you said you went to the Mission Hall at nights? 

A. The Mission Hall, a-ha. That was the, it was attached to Allan Park Church, it belonged to Allan Park 
Church you see. In fact that's where that examination was, the children from Crofthead and the Barn 
Road would all go to this little Mission Hall. But it was really run by the Allan Park Church. In fact I was a 
teacher in, <..pause..> as I got older, I was a junior teacher for a wee while with the children. But it was 
quite; it was a lot of hymn singing. But my mother was great for going to every different church, up to 
Dunblane Cathedral; everyplace and we had to trail about with her. 

 

Q. And you went to Sunday School? What sort of things did you do at Sunday School? 

A. What hymns? 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do? 

A. Oh, what sort of things? Well, more or less reading chapters out your, you know you were told, read 
such and such a thing out the Bible. And hymns you know, singing hymns. They used to have what they 
call, I don't know if you've heard about it, Cantatas? You've heard about that? Well, we used to practice 
in that Mission Hall I told you about. And then when it came to the time we had to go down to the Allan 
Park Church and we used to have the whole thing, you know the; all the choirs singing is what the 
Cantatas, <..pause..> in the church. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Can you remember Sunday School outings? 

A. Oh, I can remember, (laughs) the old horse and cart! We used to go to Tillicoultry. Do you know 
Tillicoultry? In the old barn, you know the old farmer's cart, with the horse and cart, oh my goodness, 
yes! And you got your wee, <..pause..> would it be rude if I said a poke and some buns? You know you 
used to get a bag, you know, what you would call a ‘Poke’ in those days, you know, with your buns and 
that. You know, that was for your meal, you know, and maybe a drink of lemonade or milk. It used to be 
the old horse and cart. 

 

Q. And did you play when you got there? 



 208 

A. Well, you got races, you know the boys and girls competing, you know, but according to your age. You 
know, you were put in your age groups and then you had to race and we maybe got a penny or 
tuppence or something for winning, not much, but that was a lot in that time. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the Band of Hope? 

A. Yes, (laughs) the Band of Hope too! Sankey's hymns, you've heard of Sankey's? Have you not heard of 
his hymns? He had lovely hymns. They used to hold that in the arcade in Stirling, it was a Music Hall, 
but on a Sunday it used to be for the singing of hymns. 

 

Q. Was that the Alhambra? 

A. A-ha, the Alhambra, and it was called Sankey's hymns, it was all Sankey's. They had a hymn book with 
these Sankey's hymns, they were all nice hymns, you know. And that's one thing that upsets me. On a 
Sunday here; I have to stop it, I'll have to, on a Sunday is my day of crying. I was sitting here and Miss 
****** came in and I had to apologise to her, I had the Hymns of Praise on, which I shouldn't do and the 
tears just, <..pause..> I think it's military music, anything military upsets me. You see, we were allowed to 
pull down the flag, you know, the Union Jack comes down every night. We used, the soldiers would let 
us go up to the turret where the flag was and let my sister and I fold the flag. You see the flag was 
brought down at retreat and when they pulled it down the bugler would be playing retreat standing there 
and we used to fold the flag. And of course we were taught to respect that. <..pause..> And in the morning 
we were wakened with the piper playing in the morning, he used to come just past our house there 
playing the pipes, this was reveille, get up, time to get up, and the soldiers used to come down from the 
Barrack room. And there used to be a place, what they called an ablution but where they washed, no 
hot water then, cold water in the mornings and our house just looked on to the ablution hut, and the 
soldiers used to come down from the Barrack room there. And there was no hot water, and then the 
next thing would be, the bugler would sound, it was the mail coming in from the - for the soldiers, the 
letters, and their tune used to be, ‘Letters from Lousy Lou, Boys, Letters from Lousy Lou’ That's what 
the bugler used to play, and then of course they all flocked for their letters. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Every night. 

 

Q. Was religion important to you when you were a child? 

A. Yes, mmhm. 

 

Q. You were saying when you were a child you played with your brothers and sisters? 

A. Did I play with my? <..pause..> 

 

Q. You played with your brothers and sisters? 

A. Well, I couldn't with my brothers because they were away, they were away in the army you see by that 
time. I was a baby you see, I was the youngest and by the time we were fifteen they were away. 

 

Q. So, you played with your sister then? 

A. Just with my sister, my sister and there was another family, the father ran the canteen, you see we had 
a canteen for the soldiers. We had what we termed two, one is called a dry canteen and the other is 
where they drank, you see. Well, we were never allowed into the wet canteen where they were drinking, 
but we were allowed into the other one because you could buy sweeties and broken biscuits, a big bag 
of broken biscuits, it was a good bargain. 

 

Q. Did you have any toys to play with? 

A. Yes. Not many, but we got, we got to play downstairs, photography. Yes, I knew how to develop films, 
in the high poo [hypo] there was three dishes, the high poo [hypo] into another and into another, is that 
right? Yes, we were taught. We had a wee brownie camera, I don't know where we got it from, but I can 
remember having this wee brownie camera. And my youngest brother, he was a photographer you see 
and he sort of explained how to do it, so we were allowed down, as I say our wash-house was 
downstairs, it was what we call a dark room, you see, there was no light. And we always had the tea 
bowls and dipping our infra high poo [hypo] into the other one and into another one. 
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Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. No. If you had your pinny on, you were dressed with a wee pinny, mind, on top of your frock. But you 
had to try and keep yourself clean. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to play with anybody you wanted to? 

A. No. And you weren't allowed out at night. And there was only one particular time that we were never 
practically allowed out the house, and it was at one part of the year. The Militia, which was a branch of 
the army, they were more or less based from Glasgow, were brought into the Stirling Castle, but they 
didn't get into the Barrack room they were put down what we called a back post. No others, no visitors 
could get down there. We could get down there, but no outside visitors could get down there. And that's 
where they were put, down there. But my mother would never allow us out the door when they were, 
when the Militia was through. They came through maybe for a fortnight in the summer and my mother 
wouldn't allow us out because the Militia was sort of a wild thing so we were never let out. That's the 
only time I can remember my mother keeping us in. It wasn't so bad if she knew where we were, she 
could see us, you know what I mean, she could see us sitting at her room. She always used to sit and 
knit at the window and watch us playing. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time, away from school? 

A. It never seemed to be boring, I don't know, we always seemed to get something to do. 

 

Q. Did you have any special hobbies? 

A. Not particularly, no. Just playing Peever and things like that. And of course I went to, I had the; our 
school teacher had a, she was in the Girl Guides and I joined the Girl Guides when I was quite young. 
And then my father, he made the, I remember it was out of a clothes, a broomstick, you know broom, 
he'd cut down a big sheet to make me flags for practicing my semaphore. And I used to go down the 
back, what I call the back post to practice my semaphore, to pass my trefoil badge. (laughs) You had to 
have your trefoil badge and then you got your ambulance badge, you know and your trefoil badge, you 
had to light a fire with one match, you were taught to light a fire with one match. You'd also to go round 
and watch, look at trees and try to tell what, you maybe to big house, there was one beech wood there, 
it was a beautiful, <..pause..> it was knocked down. And you had to try to tell what name of a tree it was, 
an ash tree or a beech tree and that. You'd take a leaf and give it to your teacher and tell her what it 
was. Our teacher was a command, <..pause..> And when we got our photograph taken we had to give our 
teacher one. I can always remember I was very proud of that, getting my photographs taken with my 
broomstick in my hand and on, my uniform on. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you ever have any pets? 

A. Cats. We had a cat and it had a litter of five and I had to have them all upstairs in bed with me, my 
parents weren't very well pleased with that! (laughs) And then we had, later on we had a dog, my father 
used to walk it, that's when we stayed down, when we shifted out the Castle we had moved down to 
where the post was, you know. <..pause..> And this dog we had swam right across the Forth, do you 
know the Forth Bridge? It swam right across there, swam back again. The poor animal was killed on the 
road, so we broke our heart about that. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sports? 

A. Well there was no sports, not like what there is today. I mean what you had to do, you had to make your 
own games, play Peevers, you know and squares and as I say even Cricket you know, and just have a, 
<..pause..> and Skipping Ropes. My mother used to always sit at the window and watch us with the 
Skipping Ropes playing it, you know how you do it quickly and then you cross over and jump about. I'd 
like to see me doing it now! (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the cinema? 

A. Yes. My mother used to always take us down to the cinema. And my mother being Inverness, I don't 
know whether you know about this, but have you ever known of anybody that's eh, sort of has a 
premonition? A second sight? <..pause..> That's my mother. She took us down to what we call the Electric 
Cinema down in the Craigs, it was on the right hand side going down the Craigs. And at one time, we 
laughed at the time, it got a nickname called ‘The Scratchers’ because everybody used to come out with 
something they shouldn't really be getting, you know it was a sort of rough crowd going in. But my 
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mother used to always take us down to this Electric Cinema. And we were in the pictures this night, my 
sister and I and the war was on at the time, the First World War. And my mother said to me, the two of 
us, "Come on, your brother's home on leave." So we had to come out the pictures, we went up to the 
guard room, you see there was a guard room as you go in and you've got; if they don't know you you've 
got to declare yourself, who you are you see. And when we went to the guard room the soldier came 
out and he says, "Your son's home Mrs. Finn." That's why my mother took us out the pictures. And 
George was home, he was home on leave, and he had just been, he had been wounded you see and 
he was down in the hospital outside London, Netley Hospital. My mother and sister went down to see 
him and I had to stay at home with my dad. And after he came out of hospital he was sent up to Fort 
George, and then he passed through Stirling station at one o'clock in the morning to go back to the 
Front again. And that was the last we saw him, we never even knew he was, <..pause..> until he died and 
that was him away for good. 

 

Q. Did you get pocket money? 

A. Very little, very little. In fact I think my mother used to buy us a sweet. I'm careful now, you know in a 
sense I think it was a good thing, I had no regrets about that. If I was going out my mother would maybe 
buy sweeties and we'd divide them between us, but we didn't have to handle very much money. 

 

Q. How old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Five. 

 

Q. And what type of school was it? 

A. Do you know Allan School? That's where my school; I went there 'til I was past the Supplementary 
Class then I went up to the High School. 

 

Q. What did you think of school? 

A. I liked it. 

 

Q. And did you like the teachers? 

A. I liked the teachers, except one. 

 

Q. Why? 

A. She gave me the strap. 

 

Q. What for? 

A. I forgot my glasses. I forgot my glasses and I was just a child of five and I started school and this 
particular day the teacher asked me to read something off the board and I made a mistake in saying 
something so she asked me to come down to look at the board. So they discovered I had cataract in my 
eye, my left eye, my right eye is blind. So they sent a note home to my mother to come down. So then I 
had to attend; of course at that time you hadn't the same facilities. I had to attend the military doctor. 
And I once went to the, <..pause..> who was it? It was the miner's strike and he gave the, the poor 
children got meals and I went with the girl that was sitting beside me to the, she was pledged for a meal 
in Baker Street. I never told my mother, my mother came down to the school to see why I hadn't been 
home for my dinner, I had gone to this place for a meal as a miner's child. It was just the girl that was 
sitting beside me, she had asked me to go to it, it was up in Baker Street and Dalgleish Court. What 
was it we used to call these things again? It was for the poor children, you know what I mean? 

 

Q. Like a soup kitchen? 

A. Like a soup kitchen, and my mother thought it was terrible. 

 

Q. What subjects were you taught at school? What subjects were you taught? 

A. Oh well, our most important thing was Arithmetic and Writing and Reading. That was the three most 
important things, we didn't have Maths or French or anything like that. It was only the three important 
things. 
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Q. Did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. The same subjects, mmhm. 

 

Q. What did you wear to school? 

A. Well, generally a blue pleated skirt, socks and my mother used to knit the socks with a wee hole in them 
you know and your hair in a pleat. We were both red haired, you see, the both of us. My mother used to 
stand and comb our hair together, my sister and I and pleat our hair and tie a wee ribbon round them. 

 

Q. Was everybody dressed the same? 

A. Always, always. I hated it, I didn't like it. Have you seen the fisher women? You know the Musselburgh 
Fish-women, well they used to come round with the baskets and they were always dressed with this 
black and white striped things, the fisherwomen. Well that's how, <..pause..> one time we were dressed 
like that. And the next time my mother had us dressed with jerseys with brass buttons down there and a 
sailor hat. 

 

Q. What did you do at playtimes? 

A. Well, they were very strict, you weren't allowed, you just sort of went round at playtime, there wasn't 
much you could do at playtime. 

 

Q. Did you go on to another school? Yes, you went on to the High School? 

A. I went on to the High School. 

 

Q. What age were you? 

A. I was just about, <..pause..> I was only about six month at the High School, after I passed the 
Supplementary Class between my age group and then I left at fourteen. I got a good reference from my, 
the Allan school teacher Mr. Johnston. I got a good reference from him to start me, when I started work. 

 

Q. So you were only at the High School for six months? 

A. Just about six months, mmhmm. 

 

Q. And what did you do there? 

A. I started getting, it was mostly Gym, the gym, <..pause..> you were and, and English and History and 
Sums. That's about all, I didn't take any foreign language or anything like that. I learnt, I really learnt 
more after school. Because after I left school I went to the, <..pause..> it was in Dumbarton Road, the 
Shorthand and Typing you see. And the war broke out you see, just as I was leaving school, I had to 
leave school and I was early. So I got into the Recruiting Office because the Recruiting Office was at 
the castle you see. My sister she got a full course of Shorthand and Typing. My mother put her, 
<..pause..> I was to go to the; she got the full course, nine months. And I was; by that time war was out-
broken you see. Of course it was; I was to go into service or something like that, I wasn't to get the 
same chance as my sister. However, I got into the office of the Recruiting Office and it was held up, and 
part of the Recruiting Office was the Douglas Room. They used it for drafting and then they had huts on 
the esplanade, you know the esplanade? Well they had the huts there for the recruits coming up to get 
medical examination there, you see. And then join into whatever regiment they were going to. Well, I got 
into the Recruiting Office, but at night I went to night school and did my Shorthand and Typing at night 
school, at night. So that helped me to get the office work after, you see. 

 

Q. So that was your first full-time job? 

A. A-ha. 

 

Q. What did you do after you did the typing? Did you go into a different job after that? 

A. I was in a, <..pause..> Contractor's office, I couldn't think about the name, it was a Contractor's office after 
that for several years. And I was in quite a number of jobs, you know sometimes you wanted more 
money and you were trying to better yourself. I worked in a lawyer's office, just at the top of the Arcade, 
Muirhead and McKinlay I think it was. I also worked in Graham and Morton's for a wee time, it was a 
shabby shop then, shabby. And instead of, do you know the till? Do you know why they used to do that? 
Well you'd to total that till up, you'd to take the till, you got the till at night and you'd go into a little place 
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at the back and it was, oh half the size of this, and count that all up and check your money with that. 
Add the till up yourself instead of having a machine to do it. 

 

Q. So could you describe what sort of work that you did in the Contractors? <..pause..> 

A. Contractors, well it was very, very complicated because I got that job, I had just left school, <..pause..> the 
office was in Thistle Street and we shifted up to King Street. This was a job, it was a very tricky job, you 
had to do a lot of; it was all timing schedules and extending them you know and the boss would put the 
prices on it but you got to extend them, <..pause..> or square yards or things like that. And it was very 
interesting, you had to do all that. He failed, he kept me on to the very last, he took on a job which made 
him bankrupt. His daughter married the Director of Education. And he took on the contract and it was 
putting a pipeline to Stranraer, you know where Stranraer is? Across to Ireland, well with that they had, 
they hadn't taken into account - you don't know what's under the water bed, well, it was nothing but rock 
under the water bed which had to be blasted. And it had to have divers to blast the rock. Well a diver 
can only stay under the water for so long, you see and it eh, he hadn't accounted for that in his 
schedule, with the result it finished him. 

 

Q. Could I ask you about your work in the Recruiting Office? 

A. A-ha. 

 

Q. What sort of things did it involve? 

A. Well when a man joined up you see, you had to go through a medical course, you know to see if he was 
fit for the army. And we filled out the particulars on what they called a pink form, you know a form and it 
was called a pink form. And you filled that up and then that was sent, that was sent away to the 
Headquarters if a man was found fit for the army, you know to join up. And then the esplanade, you 
know the castle esplanade? Well, it had huts erected there because there was an overflow because you 
know they had to call in so many civilians the age for serving in the forces and they had about oh, I'm 
sure about six huts there that doctors could examine them there. And then there were the pink forms 
came from there up to the office in the castle. It was just above about in the Douglas Room where the 
Recruiting Office was. So that's where it was there. 

 

Q. What were your hours? How many hours did you work there? 

A. I worked, well I was only fourteen at the time, you see I didn't work. I was thirteen when the war broke 
out, thirteen when the war broke out. But once I got to fourteen I got started up in the Recruiting Office. 
We worked, it was just a full eight hour day. 

 

Q. This was the First World War? 

A. First World War, thirteen-fourteen, eh, not thirteen-fourteen, I'm thinking of the Battle of Bannockburn. 
The nineteen-fourteen to nineteen-eighteen war. And I actually saw the first soldiers go to the war, we 
knew first before the outside world because we had the order room, you know where you get the 
messages from the eh, <..pause..> England you know where they - remember they said that war was 
going to be declared. They announced it on the wireless that war has been declared and that was the 
day after. But we knew before hand. And I remember we sat on the wall, you know there's arches as 
you go through the Castle, you know there's three arches, I think. And we sat on this wall and the first 
soldiers were piped out and that was in nineteen-fourteen on the Friday, well I think that was the third of 
August because the war was the fourth of August. That was - I wasn't working then at the time, I was 
only thirteen, I can mind that was the day of the garden party, I told you about the garden party, we 
were sitting on the wall. Because the doctors had a marquee erected in the garden party to pass the 
soldiers, officers, like, fit for going overseas and they got piped away down to the station on the Friday 
night. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. From nine 'til five, nine 'til five, just general, I was just a junior, you know what I mean? I was just a 
junior. But I can remember having to check these pink forms, and recruit - part of the Recruiting Office 
was in - I told you of the Douglas Gardens and the Douglas Room? Well you see, we took over part of 
the Douglas Room, it was a great big huge room, you see and that was for the staff there. Although the 
Douglas Rooms, <..pause..> the other place up above wasn't touched at all. Where all the goods were 
sold, you know for the, <..pause..> Douglas Room, a lot of souvenirs, you know that they used to sell. But 
it was just the usual office hours. 
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Q. Can you remember how much you were paid? 

A. Oh, it wasn't very much, <..pause..> I can't remember, it was very, very little, I don't think it, I think it would 
be about thirty shillings or something like that, if it was that, it wasn't very much. 

 

Q. What other jobs were there in your workplace? What other jobs were people doing? 

A. We were all doing the same work, it was all clerical work, it was all clerical work. There was no other 
things, just maybe; we would do the pink form and pass it to somebody else maybe to check, you know 
what I mean, pass it on and then it was sent away. 

 

Q. Did men and women work together? 

A. Well, they did. <..pause..> I daren't, I daren't do it, I could, I have a photograph of the staff taken on the 
steps of the Douglas Room, you see you had to, there was steps leading up to the Douglas Room. But 
this place that we had for the pink, for doing our clerical work was in the lower basement. But this 
particular day the staff were having their photographs taken and we were on the steps of the Douglas, 
going up to the Douglas Room. And I'm standing down the very front, but the photograph's in there and 
if I get involved in there it'll take me weeks because I'll, I daren't touch the photograph. 

 

Q. What was the atmosphere like, in your work? 

A. Very happy. 

 

Q. Did everybody, <..pause..> were you allowed to talk? 

A. Well, oh we were allowed to talk. I mean there was no restrictions, I mean there was perhaps, perhaps 
an elder person, an elder person would look after us, <..pause..> you know what I mean? And tell us what 
to do, but apart from that, I can't even remember any quarrelling or anything, you know what I mean I 
was a happy, happy atmosphere. 

 

Q. How did you get on with your boss? 

A. Oh, I got on fine, well she was a girl, a lady you know, they were nearly all lady, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What happened if you were sick, did you get paid or? <..pause..> 

A. I can't remember because I was never off. I can't remember, I don't think, I don't think we had sick-pay 
at that time. Did we have even National Insurance at that time? I don't think we had you know. 

 

Q. So you enjoyed the work there? 

A. Oh, I enjoyed it, mmhm. 

 

Q. And why did you leave? 

A. Well, the war finished. When it finished I was transferred from there to Perth, to the Pay Office, in Perth 
and it was the first time I had to go into digs. But my brother happened to be home on leave that time 
and this brother of mine, well I was just thinking about it yesterday, it was voting day. Well, on voting 
day you were out voting on the Tuesday, he collapsed and died after casting his vote and it just crossed 
my mind yesterday. Eh, Bill was very fond of me and looked after me so well, you know, because I was 
a baby. And when I was getting transferred to Perth I had to go into digs you see, so he came up, he 
was on leave and he came up and he got me fixed in digs and I worked in Kinnoul Street. 

 

Q. What job was it? 

A. In the Pay Office. 

 

Q. For what? 

A. For the soldier's, for the services, the services. It was eh, you see they took a long time to disperse of 
the men that they had in the forces after the war finished, it took ages, it took years to get them back 
into civvie street again. It took a long time, I mean there was a lot kept over in Belgium and France and 
that. My own brother, Jimmy, he was over there in Germany, they had to keep so many of the British 



 214 

forces in Germany for what they called the Occupation of the Rhine you see. And Jimmy was over there 
long after the war ended. 

 

Q. And your job, was it the same sort of hours as the Recruiting Office job? 

A. The Recruiting Office job? 

 

Q. Was it the same sort of hours? 

A. Just on the same principle as that. But we sort of made up the; they sent us forms to fill in and they 
were sent to the other office for payment, we had nothing to do with paying them. Just gave their names 
and things like that. 

 

Q. What was the atmosphere like there, was it as good as the? <..pause..> 

A. I made good friends there too, good friends. They came from all airts. Most of them came from the 
Recruiting Office in Stirling, they were transferred, that we knew, you see. Quite a few of them were 
through there. And then after that when I came seventeen, well it would be almost eighteen, I joined the 
Air Force. My sister, she was in the Air Force. I must let you see the photograph, it's in that cupboard in 
there. That's how I got this house as a matter of fact, see my husband wasn't in the army but I was in, 
<..pause..> I was only in seven months because of my age you see, by that time the war was finished. 
Well, we joined, I, my sister joined up, she was a typist in the castle, in the Orderly Room and she was 
the, she was the boss's typist really. And she joined up, but she didn't go away from Stirling, she was, 
you know the Golden Lion, the Golden Lion Hotel of course it's shifted. It used to be at the top of the 
Station Road, you know where, <..pause..> What's that hotel at the top? It's Rio Stakis, one at the top of 
the Station Road, well that used to be where the Golden Lion was. Well, that was used, taken over by 
the army as part of the Recruiting Office you see. And my sister was there, she was a Corporal in there. 
And, I went to Perth and she had joined up before me and she wasn't away. But I went to Perth and 
then I joined up in Perth. And I was sent to Glasgow, and from Glasgow we were supposed to be going 
over to Germany, for the Occupation, you know just like what I said about my brother, having so many 
British people on the Occupation of the Rhine. And we were going over to Germany, and I remember I 
got vaccinated and inoculated and you had to wear a red band round your arm when you got vaccinated 
in case of getting knocked. You see that was to let you know that you were vaccinated and inoculated. 
And we were told we were going over to Germany and this is what we got vaccinated and inoculated 
for. However, it didn't mature because the war, by that time the Occupation was finished. So we were 
just really, we were sent to Drayfield, [Driffield] I don't know whether you know where that is. Well, it's in 
Yorkshire, just a small little village, just about the size of Whins of Milton, and we were sent to this as a 
base you see. But all we had to do was drill, we had nothing else to take up our attention, and empty 
wagons of goods in a line, straight on the railway line. And, eh, that's where I got my first haircut was in 
Drayfield,[Driffield] I had lovely long hair and it was auburn, I had to get it cut. 

 

Q. Did you have to have it cut or was it? <..pause..> 

A. No, no, I got it cut. 

 

Q. Was it just by choice? 

A. I just got it cut, so as to get my hat on you see, the WRAF cap on you see. And my one appointment 
was a clerkess, you see I was supposed to be a clerkess. I never had a pen in my hand all the time. 

 

Q. And how long were you in that for? 

A. Ah well, just for a matter of nine months. 

 

Q. Did you have to stay in? <..pause..> 

A. Well, like a big dormitory. And you got given your orders what you had to do. I used to get all the skivvy 
work to do, wash the dishes! (laughs) I never had a pen in my hand although I was employed as a 
clerkess, never had a pen in my hand. 

 

Q. Did all the girls in the dormitories get on with each other? 

A. Oh yes, we knew each other with working at the Recruiting Office, most of them went to Glasgow too 
you see. We really knew them. I met one lady, she came from away up in the Highlands and Mrs. 
Gordon was her name. She was an elderly lady and I was quite friendly with her. And we went one day, 
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Drayfield [Driffield] wasn't far from York and we took a trip into York and I could never experience, you 
know experienced; I was quite glad to see that because it, <..pause..> York Cathedral. And it's an old 
fashioned town, an old fashioned town. But I was quite glad of that experience because normally I 
would never think about going to York for anything like that. 

 

Q. Can you tell me what the uniform was like? 

A. The khaki, the hat, the cap, well on my cap, I'll let you see the photograph if it turns up sometime, and 
the khaki uniform and you'd to be, <..pause..> The khaki uniform, the khaki and the khaki blouse with the 
tie and you had to have heavy black shoes and stockings, that's one thing I didn't like, you know what I 
mean they weren't glamorous or anything, very work, working thing. But it was quite a nice uniform and 
we used to go over to a club not far from the Pay Office and have, sit and talk to one another, you know, 
just like, read magazines or things like that. 

 

Q. How much money did you get? 

A. It wasn't very much there either. (laughs) I forget what my wages were, <..pause..> No, I can't even 
remember how we got - we must have got paid on a Friday because I remember your name was called 
out and you had to let the soldiers have their salute you know and that. Of course, I was used to army 
life so it wasn't too hard for me with my father being in the army, <..pause..> all my brothers. I mean it 
wasn't too hard for me to accept. You knew you'd to go for drills, you know and march and form fours 
and do things like that, it wasn't hardship for me because we watched the soldiers on parade you know. 
I mean, it was no problem. 

 

Q. So, what was it you were actually in? What was it called? 

A. The Women's Royal Air Force, the W.R.A.F. 

 

Q. And you left this because? <..pause..> 

A. And then came back home, we were discharged from there, came back home. And the day before I was 
discharged our duty was to empty a train load of stuff that was coming in to Drayfield, [Driffield] work on 
a train, a clerical job! It was fun though, it was experience, an experience. I mean, when we went away 
like that it made you stand on your own two feet, your own two feet. I can say I never got into any 
wrong, never got into any wrong, that was one good job. I mean, during the war there was an awful lot 
of that. You know what I mean, there wasn't the same restrictions if you were away from home you 
could do what you liked, drink and go with men. I must say that the girls kept to themselves and they 
were very nice and you never heard any bad language or anything. No I'll say that much. 

 

Q. Did that sort of thing happen quite a lot then during the First World War? 

A. Well, during the First World War I think it was, there was an awful lot of that went on with the troops. But 
I don't think so much with the W.R.A.F. or the A.T.S., remember the, that was the, <..pause..> now what 
did that stand for? Auxiliary something or other force. There was A.T.S. and the W.R.A.F. and the 
W.R.E.N.s, and the W.R.E.N.s, they had navy uniforms, they belonged to the navy. The A.T.S. 
belonged to the other regiments but we were in the W.R.A.F., that was the Royal Air Force. But I never 
seen a 'plane. (laughs) 

 

Q. So you went home after this? And what sort of job did you do after that? 

A. After that, oh, I was in various jobs because work was very hard to get when, you know at that time. 
There was very, very few jobs going, and my first job was in a grocer's shop, serving in a grocer's shop, 
but then I carried on as I said at night school. And then I worked in a shop in the arcade as a book 
keeper. It was a; there was three brothers in this, they had shops all in the arcade. One had a cycle 
shop down the Craigs and they were all brothers they came from Australia and settled here in Stirling. 
And my brother worked with one of the men, he was a photographer. He was trained by a man in 
Glasgow who was a very well known photographer, he was burnt to death and Jimmy my brother like, 
served his apprenticeship with my - this Norman Craig. And after he finished in the photography 
business he opened a cycle shop down the Craigs, and of course he died, and that died too. But his 
brother Hart Craig opened an ironmonger's store and I was in an office there. The size of the office 
would be about half the size of this, a big shop but the office was situated at the back. But it was quite 
interesting too. 
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Q. Going back to when you stayed in Perth, you stayed in digs, did you get a room to yourself or did you 
have to share? 

A. No, I didn't share a room. Where did I stay? Kinnoul Street, Kinnoul Street, was it Kinnoul street? Alfred 
Crescent was the name of the recruiting office. It was Kinnoul Street because my brother got the digs 
and; I'm telling a lie, we did share, because this Mrs. Ogilvie, she came from Alva and she worked up in 
the recruiting office. She was a widow, and she came through, we went to Perth and that's, my brother 
was quite happy that the two of us, knowing that I knew her. She was elder than me being a widow you 
see. Mrs Ogilvie and I, we were companions in the lodgings then. So, that satisfied my brother knowing 
that I had somebody there you know in the - and we used to go out walks in Perth and Perth's a 
beautiful city, a beautiful city, I liked it. 

 

Q. So, was it like a house and you had a room to share? 

A. You shared a room but separate beds. We shared the room and we went out together. Of course you 
hadn't the, <..pause..> you just went out walks; I'll tell you what we used to do, we used to go on the River 
Tay on the boats because when we were younger my sister and I used to cycle out to, <..pause..> she 
used to have boating out, <..pause..> where is that? You know where the Riverways Restaurant is, down 
past the Raploch? Well, on that, further on than that there used to be a boating, <..pause..> Cuthal used 
to run it. And they used to have little boats and you could hire them out, and my sister and I used to 
cycle out on a Sunday and we used to go on that in the boat and we could, <..pause..> you know the two 
of us. And they used to have what they called river - that's the River Forth we were on you know, it's 
narrow it's not broad. And they used to have River Forth pearls, they did, and I often wondered how 
they found them and there was a glass bottom on the boat and they could see them. The men that were 
doing the pearl fishing could see them lying on the boat. There's just an oyster shell, you know and the 
pearls are enclosed in that. Well, my mother, when my brother was killed, she was a great one for, she 
liked good stuff you see and there was a jeweller in Stirling - Stewart and he was a first class jeweller, 
well my mother as I told you was so fond of George being the eldest, when he was killed got what they 
term a mourning ring, you never hear of that nowadays. And I often wonder where it went to after my 
mother died. I never seen it after my mother died, and it was a, just like an engagement ring only it was 
black with a circle of pearls and it was the River Forth pearls. If I had that it would have been worth 
something today. You see my brother married again and the first wife died and their furniture was 
dissipated so; of course we couldn't say anything because he was the eldest so we couldn't ask for 
things you see. 

 

Q. Where did you mainly eat in Perth when you were in digs? Did you have to make your own or? 
<..pause..> 

A. No, no, no, the landlady made the meals, the landlady made the meals. She had a stipulated charge for 
the week you see and made the meals. 

 

Q. Can you remember how much it cost? 

A. I've no idea. It couldn't be very much. I know we'd to go up a close to it. I can't remember what it cost 
us, I can't remember the name of that person. 

 

Q. And what did your mum and dad think about you going away? 

A. They were a wee bit disturbed at first but, <..pause..> 

 

Q. When you were staying in digs how did you manage your money? 

A. I managed alright, things were a lot cheaper then you know. A pound went far, I mean I didn't even have 
to borrow off my parents or anything. I never started to borrow money or anything, you didn't have 
pictures to go to or anything like that, you know what I mean, you just had to go for walks. 

 

Q. So that's what you did, you went for a walk? 

A. Just went for walks and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the dances or? <..pause..> 

A. I used to go, not when I was in digs, I did when I was at home, but not eh, <..pause..> 
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Q. Right, well going back to when you actually did stay at home when you were working, what did you do 
in your free time? Did you go to dances? <..pause..> 

A. We used to go to the dancing, but, <..pause..> We were allowed to go but we had to be in at a certain 
time. 

 

Q. And what time was that? 

A. About half past ten! (laughs) There was no discos! 

 

Q. Did you go to the cinema and the theatre? 

A. I went to the cinema. We used to go to the cinema quite a lot and my own hubby was very, very fond of 
the theatre, very fond of it. We used to go every Saturday night. 

 

Q. And if you stayed in, in the evenings what did you do? 

A. Oh, play games. (laughs) We played Bagatelle or play Cards, you mark it, used to play for a penny. 
Great fun, it was. And what used to enthrall the kids was, there was a, we had a kerb at that time before 
my husband altered all the house after we were in. It was the old-fashioned type you, with the built in 
fires, you know and the big boiler in the kitchen for washing, well we took all that out and my hubby built 
in grates and things like that. But what used to make us laugh was, we had the kerb with two little stools 
at the end you see and both Rena and Peter would sit on that. And perhaps Rena's chum would come 
round. Cathy and the dad would sit and tell ghost stories about the old times, about what he used to do 
when he was a wee laddie and he used to be a wee monkey! You see he belonged to; he was born up 
in the houses, you'll pass it in the buses up there. There's a row of houses up there, well he was born in 
one of these houses, I see they're putting an addition to the back of it. And he knew so much about - 
have you been down the Milton? Do you know that there was a King murdered there? Have you not 
looked at it? You go over the bridge - did you go over the water? You know the Milton? You know the 
Milton? Now you go down the, down the eh, that's Milton Terrace down there where these houses are. 
Right down there is Milton, what we called The Old Milton, it one time used to be where Morrison's 
garage is, that's where my daughter used to work. And there was a bridge, there's a place down there. 
And this King; there's a well, and the English were after the Scotch King and he was murdered; the 
horse, they gave the horse a fright and he was murdered and you see there's a stone down there that 
tells you about what happened, just before you cross the bridge over the little - there's a wee burn and 
there's a bridge crosses over that burn. And then there used to be great big orchards down there, I don't 
know whether they're there now, Ross used to have them. There used to be a house there, and when 
the burn was in spate, you know what I mean when I'm saying in spate? That means swollen, you know 
when it's been heavy rain? A river swells and they call that, it's in spate. And when the burn used to be 
high, if it was low you could cross it with the boulders on the bottom of the burn you see. But if it was in 
spate you crossed over by the bridge. Well, there was a place down there - what was the name of the 
woman? There was an old white cottage there and it had a thistle sitting in the garden and it had grown 
ever so high, your Scotch thistle. And when they were laddies they used to go down and torment this 
old body and they used to pull this thistle down you see, down like that and let it go and it would bang 
up against her window, you see. And the old wifie, she had a stick and she used to come out and say, 
"Now here's another guy wait 'til you see this guy here." (laughs) Oh, he was a rough man that, this stick 
and she says, "Come out, come out wherever you are, I ken ye," she says, "I ken ye." she says, "Come 
out, come out from there wherever you are!" You know they'd just pull this stick and the thistle would go 
back with a resounding smack against the wall, at her window. It was white, a wee white washed 
cottage you know. (laughs) 

 

Q. When you were working how did you spend your Sundays? 

A. Well, normally it would be church in the morning and we went walking, walking. 

 

Q. Did religion mean more or less to you after you were a child? 

A. No, I'm still the same, I'm still the same, I haven't changed over that. The only thing, I don't think it's a 
good world to live in today. That's the only thing that worries me. 

 

Q. Did you take an interest in politics? 

A. No, I have my own views on politics, you know what I mean. I don't get, for instance - of course I 
couldn't get over there to vote. But normally I don't, but in our day there was only two parties - did I tell 
you that little story? Well, you see we were never brought up to fight like what they're doing today, you 
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know political people to me are a wee bit bigoted I think, you know what I mean? And everybody's got 
their own views and I don't see why we can't say, "Well, we are what party we want," without somebody 
else saying we're in the wrong party. I think you should have your own opinion and if you get involved in 
it, if you have anybody arguing with you you're always in the wrong. You can never get the better of 
them, that's why I say I have no political views, that's that, I just leave it at that. I haven't found out, I 
haven't had the television on, I don't know how they got on at the election. I know here's Labour, it's 
very, very strong, very strong. 

 

Q. And did you ever go on holiday when you were working? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Did you go with your parents or with your friends? 

A. I went with my parents, <..pause..> aye, just with my parents. It was just after we were married that we 
started. And Portobello was our stretch then, and let me tell you Portobello Bay was a beautiful place 
and a very interesting place, and you could spend a nice holiday there on five pound a week and enjoy 
yourself. 

 

Q. You were saying you made a lot of friends when you were working? 

A. Oh just , <..pause..> maybe just one or two, you know you kept friendship up with until you were married 
you know. 

 

Q. Were there any special places where young men and women would meet? 

A. No, you just had to make your own. I mean there weren't so many open spaces in the, the place has 
grown up so much now. 

 

Q. Were there any sort of special places like dances? 

A. Oh, well the Albert Hall was the favourite dancing place. But that, I'll tell you what the; do you know the 
Albert Hall? Well, the big Albert Hall is downstairs and the lesser Albert Hall is upstairs. Well, when we 
were younger, when we started to go to dancing, we used to go to the dancing when we were in the 
Castle you see. The soldiers used to have it. But then my father took us across, my sister and I, and 
come across and take us home, ten o'clock. But after we got older and could go on our own. I'll tell you 
what was very nice, we used to get to the, you know the Golden Lion Hotel? Well, the officers and their 
wives used to hold dances there, and my mother used to let it be; we could go to the officers’ dance too. 
They used to be so nice, my mother used to have us dressed in an opera cloak and my sister and I 
were always dressed the same like twins, blue opera cloaks on. My mother would get a taxi for us to 
take us down to the Golden Lion and to bring us home again. And as you came out, in the hallway as 
you were coming out there was a silver bowl of punch that you got a cup when you went out. I think it 
used to be lovely, and it used to be lovely seeing them in their uniforms, the officers in their uniforms, it 
was regal looking. The dancing was regal, the ladies dressed in their best. 

 

Q. So what did you wear? 

A. A dance frock, a long dance frock, the one I had was blue, with long, lace of blue on top. 

 

Q. Did your parents meet your friends? 

A. Yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. Did they always expect to know where you were? 

A. Always, always. 

 

Q. What age were you when you got married? 

A. Twenty-seven, twenty-five. (laughs) It was the funniest, funniest wedding out, you see we hadn't - there 
was no money at that time, you didn't have big weddings. And, well I had been going with my husband - 
well this is good advice for you, you take your time and see and have everything in order before you got 
married. Don't go for too high things, you'll get that in good time. You see, my husband as I told you, he 
was a bricklayer, journeyman bricklayer. At that time you were only paid according to what work you 
were doing, if it was raining you didn't get a guaranteed week, you didn't get paid for that. Well, by that 
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time my mother had to go into - my father had died, well his pension had died with him. And at that time 
a widow's pension was very, very little, she couldn't even afford that house that we had - we had to 
break up the house. So, we were going together, my husband and I, as I told you I worked in the office 
in King Street, remember I told you about that yesterday. I was working there. And we had been going 
together on and off, sometimes you had a quarrel, and you know, you made it up again. However, he 
came this particular night to take me out, we went out every night except a Thursday night, which was a 
very special night for him because he got the ‘Weekly News’. And he followed Dandy MacLean, the 
detective story in the ‘Weekly News’, so that wasn't courting night. However, I had to go to digs because 
the house my mother had was only one room. However, he came out this particular Thursday night, and 
he said - he always whistled, you know and I knew when he was here. So I went out and met him and 
we went away up, we went away for a walk, we sat up in the King's Park. We had arranged to get 
married in August, which was the, he was working in Falkirk and that was the Falkirk Fair when they got 
their holidays. But he had been shifted to another job which was the Glasgow Fair and he had to take 
his holidays in July, so we didn't know what to do, we hadn't time to arrange a wedding. So, he said to 
me on the Thursday night, he came, I said, "What do you want tonight?" He says, "Let's get married." 
So, I thought about it, I said, "Oh no, I don't think so." However, we left it at that. So, Friday when I was 
in the office, the bell went and the cashier, Mr. Murray, was in the other room. I had a room to myself, 
the civil engineer had a room and the cashier had a room and there were bells attached to it you see. 
And if you wanted me the civil engineer rang the bell if I had to go and take letters or anything. So, he 
went to the little place that they spoke through you see and he asked Mr. Murray if he could speak to 
me. So, he says, "Can you get out for a minute?" I said, "Why?" He says, "I want you to come with me" 
up to the Registrar's Office at the foot of, at the top of King Street, he had it all arranged, I had just to 
sign my name. We went down and bought the wedding ring and it was at five o'clock at night when the 
jeweller's was just closing. And on the Saturday morning we were married. We went away to Balloch 
and had our honeymoon in Balloch, had a lovely honeymoon. So, I came back and I went into the office, 
I only took a week's wages, I got a fortnight, he only got a week, I only took my week's wages you see. 
So I had a week's lying time you see. So, I came back and I went into Mr. Murray's the cashier and said 
- and I stood with my hat and coat on. He says, "What's on?" I says, "I'm waiting 'til the boss comes in." 
So Mr. Simpson the civil engineer came in so I rang the bell, I went in, I had my coat and hat on, and he 
says, "Well, did you have a nice holiday?" I says, "I've something to tell you," he says, "Don't tell me you 
got engaged." I says, "No, I got married!" (laughs) So, the reason for that was I didn't know whether he 
wanted a married woman working, at that time married women didn't work, you see. And I didn't want 
him to think that I could be - I wondered if I could keep my job on to let you understand, because at that 
time it wasn't the done thing for a - it's different nowadays, married women didn't get the chance of a 
job. So, I says, "I just wondered if it would be alright if I continued work?" Because we had the house 
you see, and Mr. Murray the cashier had property, up Irvine Place. So, he says, "Oh just carry on 
working." So I did, took my coat and got on with my work. So, Mr. Murray the cashier said, "You'll be 
looking for a house?" I says, "Yes." "Well," he says, "I think there'll be one empty soon in Irvine Place." 
So, within two or three months I had a house in Irvine Place. So, I carried on working right until, oh, 
Peter was born in May, so I carried on for nearly a year working. And we just saved up and got the little 
house furnished and everything. 

 

Q. How long had you known your husband for? 

A. Oh, about seven years on and off. And then sometimes; he didn't like dancing you see, he would prefer 
to go to the Alhambra. Well, I would go to the dancing and he would come and meet me and take me 
home. And that was that, we got that house in Irvine Place. It was up the top of Irvine Place, you know 
where it is? The very top of Irvine Place in the very top flat. I remember the minister came up and the 
minister blessed us, you know he gave us a nice service, he was very nice. My husband's mother came 
up to paper our house for us and she made such a lovely job the minister even asked who had papered 
the house. And we got a beautiful view but it was too far away, too much for me going up and down 
stairs, Peter couldn't get out to play you see and my wash-house was downstairs, the coal cellar was 
downstairs and if I had a pram and Peter sleeping in it I could carry, lift Peter out and leave the pram for 
the dad to take it up. And the only walk that Peter could get, I used to walk down Irvine Place at the 
County Buildings, he was working in Alloa at that time, his bus came you see, I used to go down to 
meet the dad at the bus and he would put the wee fellow on top of his shoulder you see, and carry him 
like that back up to the house. 

 

Q. Can you tell me what your husband did when you first got married? 

A. He was a journeyman bricklayer when we got married first. 

 

Q. Was that what he always did? 
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A. That's what he trained as you see, then we set up business on our own. Then the war came and broke 
us because everything had to stop after that. There was no housing schemes were erected or anything 
like that, nothing but hospitals. So, that finished our business. 

 

Q. And what did he do after that? 

A. Well, he went into; do you know the Dumbarton road? Well, there used to be a place called the 
Drummond track depot. It was a big shop with a printing business up above, it had a printers in it and 
they used to send these pamphlets to the troops overseas because an awful lot of the troops were left 
overseas and they used to send pamphlets to the troops overseas. So he was in there for twenty-two 
years and he built up a framing business while he was there, all these pictures you see round there are 
all his framework. 

 

Q. You were telling me that when you got married you kept on working? 

A. I kept on working, most of the time. 

 

Q. How did your husband feel about you working? 

A. Oh, in harmony, I could do the housework and the cooking and everything, no problem. 

 

Q. Did he share those, shared in the housework and everything? 

A. Mmhm. 

 

Q. Why did you stop working? 

A. Well, really, wait 'til I think, <..pause..> my daughter went away to Canada in nineteen sixty-three. Well, I 
went back to work again to the old office I left after I was married, I worked there until, I was another five 
years after that and then I stopped working altogether. I liked going out to work, I like the company you 
know. 

 

Q. You had two children. And what years were they born? 

A. Young Peter, his birthday was on Saturday and I can't think that he's sixty, I can't think of him as sixty. 
We married in nineteen twenty-seven but Peter was born in nineteen twenty-eight, Rena was born in 
nineteen thirty-two. 

 

Q. And was that the number of children that you wanted? 

A. That was plenty, in these times anyway. 

 

Q. Did you know anything about birth control in those days? 

A. Nothing at all, I've learnt more up here since, <..pause..> than in my married life, believe me! (laughs) 

 

Q. So, was there nothing like that available? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. Well, it was just by getting books, you got magazines and read what - in those days they were different 
dressed to what they are today. At that time you had to have - can I describe what they had? In those 
days you had to have, the baby had to have a vest, what they called a Barricot which was a long 
flannelette gown at night. And you changed that gown in the morning for another fancy lace gown, long 
one and that's how they were until they were nine month old. But you always had to have your change 
of clothing every day for a child at that time. But they're children no longer now. 

 

Q. Were your children born at home? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did you have any medical help there? 
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A. It was very, it wasn't what it is today. You had what they termed a midwife, I had a midwife for, <..pause..> 
she was a nurse, right enough. But you had to book her and she came before the baby was born, but it 
was born in the house, we hadn't the same facilities as what you have nowadays. And you had to fend 
for yourself, but she called in to see that you had meals. 

 

Q. Did you get help from your family, you know when your first baby was born? 

A. No, not my first, no didn't get any, well my parents were living up in the Castle at the time you see and 
we were staying down in - well my mother was a good age. So I just had to fend for myself, and that's 
the reason why we came out to Whins of Milton because we stayed up - you've heard me talking about 
the Episcopal School? We stayed up there in Irvine Place, three flights up, the very top flat, the coal 
cellar was downstairs, the drying green was out the back. Now, I had to take young Peter if he was out 
in his pram right down Irvine Place to the County Buildings, where the fountain is, down there, it was an 
awful push with a pram. So when Granny knew there was a cottage out here, just a, oh it was an old-
fashioned type of cottage, down the left-hand, down the right-hand side down there. Granny thought - 
Granny Whytock stayed out here. And she thought it would be better for the sake of the boy, for 
companionship and to play with people, so we came out here to stay. And at that time it was, well it, the 
cottages then, they hadn't, they had no sewer in this village at that time. And when those new houses 
were built there I was the first tenant in because I knew the, the architect came out, and I knew him, that 
was Mr. Barn, he was from Stirling, I knew him, and he came out, I think he says, "You deserve a better 
house than this." Because it was a stone floor in one room, the bedroom was a wooden floor, so we got 
the first house down there and stayed there for forty-nine years. That's where my daughter was born 
was down there. 

 

Q. How did you feed your first baby? 

A. Oh, breast-fed him, that was nothing, that was the thing to do at that time and I think it was the most 
natural thing, if you were able to do it. There was no problem in weaning or anything, and training, there 
was no problem, I must say that. 

 

Q. If you needed advice, who did you ask? 

A. Oh, just sort of picked it up, I don't know, it just came natural to me, just came natural. I had nobody 
round about me to ask. 

 

Q. And how much did your husband have to do with the children when they were young? 

A. Oh, he used to look after them alright, he used to, he would play with them and put them to bed and 
things like that, he would do anything. 

 

Q. What kind of medical care was there? 

A. Well, not like what there is today, not what there is today. I can always remember when the maternity 
benefit, you'll pass out when I tell you, was thirty shillings. Then we got the debt from the doctor, and of 
course we never liked debt, so the dad went down to pay it and the dad said, "I think it's an awful lot," so 
he knocked a sixpence off it! Wasn't that kind of him? 

 

Q. What about if you were ill, was it, did you have health insurance? 

A. Well, just National Health Insurance but nothing to what it's compared to today, very - it was a big 
struggle. And yet money seemed to go further, that's what amazes me, it seemed to go further although 
it was small. My first pay at Christmas time, you see you hadn't a guaranteed week like you have today, 
a guaranteed forty-two hour week, but in our day you had to go out whether it was raining, if it was 
raining too heavy you couldn't do any work, you didn't get paid for it. Well, my first Christmas pay I can 
always remember was ten and six, and you knew you weren't much better, and you didn't get paid for 
holidays then, and you'd pay your own travelling expenses. I mean it wasn't much to come and go on. 

 

Q. So, how did you and your husband manage the housekeeping when you first got married? 

A. We just managed along, and I mean he never, he smoked certainly, but he never went out drinking or 
anything, we didn't have the social life like what you have today. 

 

Q. Do you know what your husband earned? 
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A. Well it was about, well it varied, about three pound a week. And when he left his job in the Drummond 
track depot, he was twenty-two years there you see and he was paid off, he was hoping, he didn't have 
a big wage, and he was hoping he would get a small retirement pension because it was a religious 
place you see, and it was a minister who ran the business. And he thought that when he had twenty-five 
years service he would get a small pension. At twenty-two, after his twenty-two years the boss came 
and told him that the firm was closing down. So, he gave him his tools, his framing tools and that was 
all, he didn't get a pension or anything. 

 

Q. And how much of his money that he earned did he give to you? 

A. Everything! (laughs) He gave me his pay packet. I opened his pay packet and he got his pocket money. 
He came, you know back and forward, if there was anything, he could save on that, we never forgot 
each other's birthday or Christmas or anything like that. 

 

Q. So, you were responsible for paying the bills? 

A. Well, everything. 

 

Q. And how did you decide what money should be spent on things like furniture and? <..pause..> 

A. Well, what we had to do, <..pause..> well, though I don't like to say it, you had to go for second hand 
things, you had to just go to. I went down to an auction sale once, I'd never been before, and I was 
terrified that I would be nodding my head when I shouldn't be nodding my head, you know, get carried 
away. And by good luck it was a grate we were after, the dad was going to build it in the house we were 
down there, he was modernizing that house, and there was a second-hand grate he happened to see 
there. And he told me he couldn't get off his work, he says, "You go down and bid for it” oh my 
goodness alive! What a fear I had in me. So I had a walk down and by good luck, he asked to get out, 
his boss to get out and he came down, just when it was getting bid. And I think we only paid five pound 
for it, for an interior grate but he built it in himself. 

 

Q. How did you manage when your husband was ill or out of work? 

A. Well, we just had the unemployment and the sick benefit, and he had illness for a long, long time. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. We had to struggle, we couldn't, mind you, I'll say it was a happy existence, and we never - always went 
on holiday, but you could go on holiday then for about five pound. I mean you maybe used just to get 
small money but still quite happy with it. No, I mean nowadays when you think of what they get. 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. If any of your neighbours were ill or, you know, in their beds did anybody help out? 

A. Well, the only person you had was your own husband coming home at night, you had to do away 
yourself through the day. But I was, touch wood, I was in quite good health all the time, and my 
husband came through a lot, he did come through a lot, and he had a very tragic ending. 

 

Q. Did you feel that your family helped out? 

A. Oh yes, they've been a good family to me, both of them. 

 

Q. Where you lived, did everybody have the same standard of living? 

A. Standard of living - oh, quite a good standard, quite a good standard. I mean, you maybe didn't have the 
same as what you get today, you got good substantial meals. 

 

Q. And was everybody the same? 

A. Vitamins and everything, you used to go through a course of Seven Seas capsules, starting in April right 
'til October to keep the children free colds at school. There was only one thing we regretted. I used to be 
very worried - he was what they called pigeon-chested, and very - was inclined to get colds. And of 
course I would always make him wear a cap and I used to see him going off to school in the morning, 
down there, there was three steps down. And Peter would have his cap on and by the time I would look, 
he had his cap folded. You've heard of Albert Tatlock in ‘Coronation Street’, you know the way he folded 
his cap and stuck it in his pocket, well that was our Peter. He put his cap in his pocket and away. Well, 
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from that school there, he was very good at handwork. Rena went to the High School, he went to the 
Riverside School because he was very good at handwork. I went down to the school, they had baths 
then, I went down to the school master and complained, not complained, but I said that he wasn't to go 
in swimming. And Peter regretted that, because now since he got married he's a good swimmer and he 
loves the water. He said, "Why did you stop me mum?" But I was thinking about him, you see, he was 
very inclined to get the cold, and it was for his own good. Now, if I had thought then at the time it wrong 
for me stop him going in but it was just for his own health I was thinking about. 

 

Q. Do you think yourself a member of a class like working class or middle class? 

A. We just termed ourselves - they were all at that time sort of middle class. You had no class distinction 
really, there was no class distinction, not out here anyway. 

 

Q. Did people do their shopping in corner shops or did they go into town to do it? 

A. Well, at one time there used to be a lot of vegetable, the vegetable van came round, you know the 
horse and cart. And the milkman always came to your door and you went out for your milk. In fact, 
actually on this site here was the farm house, it was the farmer's house here, there was a farm house. 
And you used to have the cows here, coming up here to get milked. We used to come up from there 
with our own pitchers, we'd wait 'til it was five o'clock after the cows were milked and get our milk there 
in our your pitchers. You know what I'm talking about when I say pitchers? And it, the milk used to be 
warm, and it was the only time you came up and you met all the neighbours and had a right chin-chat 
you know. But latterly we got it delivered to the door, the milkman came to the door with his cart and we 
would get it at the door. 

 

Q. Did any of the local shops give tick? 

A. Yes, they did, they did. But if you'd paid the wee shop that used to be down there, Bobby Lamont, the 
wee shop down there, if you went for your weekend shopping, when you paid you got a wee bag of 
sweets. They don't do that nowadays do they? (laughs) 

 

Q. Were there any pawn shops round about? 

A. Not here, in Stirling up Baker Street, you know Baker Street? Well, there used to be one pawn shop 
there, they used to say they put their best suit in there at the weekend and take it out on the Monday. 

 

Q. And would you say your area was a friendly place, was there ever any trouble? 

A. No, no, I've see more drunkenness and wild behaviour, as I got older. But I didn't see much of it then, 
except when I stayed in Stirling when we went to school. There was one street, Baker Street, you know 
Baker Street? That used to be a wild place on a Saturday night for drinking. At that time it was more of; 
some of them were like, methylated, methylated [spirits] drinkers, you know the meths drinkers, used to 
be a wild place. 

 

Q. What sort of memories do you have of the Second World War? 

A. The Second World War? 

 

Q. You'd have been working then? 

A. Well, I remember when the children were evacuated from Glasgow to our school, the Whins of Milton 
School along where the handicapped children are, along Charter's Hall. Well, I can remember the 
neighbour at the top came down, we knew they were coming from Glasgow and we worried stiff. It's not 
right to say this about Glasgow but they were rough and ready. You can imagine what like it was and 
we were terrified what was going to happen to our own kids. And I remember Mrs. Pearson coming 
down and we seen these kids arriving, oh, it's not nice to talk about them but still, you know they were 
really rough and ready and we were frightened that they would get germs and things, things off the 
children coming. Because they were lying on the clothes you see, and then lying on the floor, they were 
there all the time you see. Then our children maybe doing exercises maybe were on the floor too and 
could pick up infection, you would go and comb their hair, the kids' hair every night. I can remember 
about that one coming. 

 

Q. So how did it work out then? 

A. It was alright, mmhm. Some of them were wild, but I don't think we had very much trouble. 
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Q. Did you have any evacuees yourself? 

A. Oh no, no, no, just the school. 

 

Q. How did you cope with the rationing? 

A. Not too bad, not too bad. But I'll tell you what we used to do, we were, we tried to, well the children were 
first. I didn't go in for mending any clothes at that time, and added to that we were very, very careful. It 
was more or less, if the rationing - the coupons. Funnily enough they had been asking in the ‘Record’ if 
anyone had an old rationing book, I went into that press over there, because there's so many memories 
in there and I came across our four ration books, and I can remember our numbers; SLMV 41, 42 and 
43, the old ration books. But for the clothes, we sacrificed them for the children, the children like for 
getting clothes. But we were very, very fond of sweets and sweets were rationed at that time. Well, 
there was - do you know R.S. McColl, well they had a shop in Stirling and they allowed you, if you 
brought in two pound of sugar, you got chocolates for the two pound of sugar that you could bring in. 
Well, you see we weren't hard of sugar, so I could take it in and get chocolates, and I used to bring 
them home and I used to divide them into four, everyone got their share. It was the only way you could 
get because kids were fond of sweets. 

 

Q. So was family life quite hard? 

A. It was hard but it wasn't a, <..pause..> it was a happy atmosphere. I mean all the neighbours down there, 
I'm still in contact with them, even my daughter and her chum in school, although they used to fight like I 
don't know what, they're still - Karen came round to my place when she was a wee girl of four and she's 
now over - she's fifty-six and she comes up to see me yet. 

 

Q. Thank you very much. 
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Transcribed by Wendy Barr 
 

Q. Can I just start by asking you what year were you born? 

A. 1902. 

 

Q. And where were you born? 

A. Hallside, Cambuslang, out of Glasgow. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. <..pause..> I'd only be a wee girl when I left Hallside, I wasn't at the school when I left Hallside and went 
to Halfway. 

 

Q. Halfway, where's that? 

A. That's another wee village in, <..pause..> 

 

Q. In the Glasgow area? 

A. It's in that Cambuslang area, yes. 

 

Q. And did you have any brothers or sisters? 

A. Yes, I had six brothers and one sister. 

 

Q. And where were you in the order? Eldest? Youngest? 

A. The youngest. 

 

Q. Now, what was your father's job? 

A. He worked in the nail, <..pause..> a machine man in the Nail Work. 

 

Q. Oh right. Was that in Glasgow, yes? 

A. Well, that direction anyway. (laughs) 

 

Q. And was he always that, or did he have any other jobs before or after? 

A. No. 

 

Q. That was his job. And what about your mother, did she work before she got married? 

A. Oh, I couldn't tell you that. (laughs) I don't remember. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Well, they may have done earlier on and, <..pause..> because as far as I as led to believe, my father was 
in the choir. So that's, <..pause..> as far as, <..pause..> I mean, me being the youngest, I mean I, <..pause..> 
don't know about that. 

 

Q. Do you know what denomination they were at all? 

A. Church of Scotland. 
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Q. Did they ever take an interest in politics, would you have known that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Would you know what party they voted for? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What about sports? Were they involved in any sports? 

A. No sports. (laughs) No sport, he had no sport, no. 

 

Q. Do you know what they would do in their spare time, if they had any? What were the activities then? 
<..pause..> 

A. No. 

 

Q. <..pause..> Was your mum in the Women's Guild? 

A. Oh my mother, my mother used to go to the night school, and dress-maked and First Aid. 

 

Q. Was that just like one night a week? 

A. Oh well it would be one or two nights a week, because she was dressmaking, plus the, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And who looked after the children when she was there? 

A. Oh they were all up, because I was the youngest of the family, I was the youngest of the family. 

 

Q. Now, do you have any memories of the first house you lived in? You won't have, will you, because you 
were only little when you left that one? <..pause..> 

A. Oh it was, it was all steelworkers, it was in that, it was just a small village. But I was only very young, I 
wasn't at school when I left there. 

 

Q. Now, but your next house? Can you remember it? How many rooms it had and the furniture, and things 
like that? Can you describe it? 

A. The next house, wait a minute 'til I think, <..pause..> was a big house in it's own grounds, had sixteen 
rooms. 

 

Q. Sixteen rooms? 

A. <..pause..> And my aunt and uncle and cousin lived in part of it. 

 

Q. I see. Was it sort of split up? 

A. No, they just lived upstairs. I think there was plenty of room. 'Cause you see there was a lot of us, you 
see, with all the brothers and my sister. There was a lot of us by that time. 

 

Q. It would have had a bathroom then? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Did it have a bath in it or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. <..pause..> Was it the zinc bath? 

A. No, no, we had baths, bathrooms, yes. We had bathrooms. I can remember I think it was a bathroom 
upstairs and, <..pause..> there may have been two, I can't remember, (laughs) it's away back. I can't 
remember, but it stood in it's own grounds. 

 

Q. You shared the house with, was it an aunt? 

A. An aunt. 
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Q. Did you share the sort of running costs, or was it? <..pause..> 

A. No, no. They, <..pause..> oh they would pay a share of their housing, the money, I expect, but as far as 
living and feeding, they were on their own. They were on their own. 

 

Q. And what about housework? Did your mother do all the housework herself? 

A. No, we had a girl, <..pause..> that, <..pause..> latterly we had a girl that lived-in with us. 

 

Q. So she lived-in? 

A. Yes, she lived-in with us. 

 

Q. And was that for all the housework and the washing and? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, just general, helped us with everything. She was just like one of the family. 

 

Q. So, <..pause..> the washing, did you have a wash-house in this house, or did you have to go somewhere 
else to do the washing? 

A. I can't remember, (laughs) about that. I mean I was too young for that, I was only about five. 

 

Q. What about your father, did he ever help your mum with jobs about the house and that, if there was 
something to be done, was he? <..pause..> 

A. No, no. (laughs) Certainly not! (laughs) 

 

Q. What about decorating, or repairs or that? 

A. No. He did nothing. 

 

Q. Was he good with the children? Yourselves? Would he read to you? 

A. No, him and I never got on! (laughs) 

 

Q. What about you and your brothers and sisters, then, did you have jobs to do about the house? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes, we had to help do different things, and at nights we used to, I don't know, years ago, I 
mean we used to have what they called the ‘rag rugs’; we used to have to sit and do so much of that. 
And then you know there was the bedmats were quilted, hand sewn, we'd so much to do of that. And I 
had to sit and knit and I can remember sitting decorating a hat, (laughs) you know, putting the stuff right 
round it, made it from the foundation. 

 

Q. And you had to do that? 

A. Oh yes, we had to take our share, take our share at doing the work. And the washing! 

 

Q. The washing as well? 

A. Yes. When I was older, I mean, I had to. 

 

Q. So when you left school, did you have to work and do jobs in the house? 

A. When I left school, and was a half, <..pause..> I was in a shop all my days, and I was, <..pause..> my half 
day was the washing day. (laughs) 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have as a child? 

A. Oh, we were always well fed. We were always well fed and my mother on a Sunday, I mean, we'd 
always a big meal and it was a big range, and you were, <..pause..> it was the oven with the fire and it 
was either a roast or a pot stew, or something like that, and all the baking was done, and you'd to take 
your share. 

 

Q. So was there plenty of meat? 
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A. Oh yes, we'd always plenty, <..pause..> well fed. We were always well fed. 

 

Q. And did your mother eat well, or did she sort of always make sure that everybody else got first, and then 
she? <..pause..> 

A. Oh no, she ate well too, oh yes, she got what we got. 

 

Q. So where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. Well I remember my mother used to go into Glasgow sometimes to do it, and other times she put an 
order in at Cambuslang, at Templeton’s at Cambuslang, the grocers, and they delivered. 

 

Q. Was there a Co-Op in the area at all? 

A. Yes, oh yes, we had a Co-Op, we used to go down to the Co-op and get our messages. 

 

Q. And did you go shopping with your mother or father? 

A. Oh yes, I used to go. I used to do the shopping latterly, you know, I used to go and do the shopping 
latterly. 

 

Q. And how did you get into Glasgow, was it? <..pause..> 

A. Tram cars at that time. 

 

Q. Was that quite exciting for you then? 

A. No, not really (laughs). It was when my son was born, it was him that was thrilled to bits with the tram 
cars. 

 

Q. Is that right? Now, special occasions like birthdays or Christmas, Hogmanay, Easter were these always 
celebrated? 

A. Oh yes, yes. 

 

Q. And what sort of things? 

A. I used to maybe have a party for my birthday, with me being the youngest, we had a party and all my 
friends there. 

 

Q. Would that just be in the house? 

A. Oh the house, <..pause..> The house was big enough for, <..pause..> anything like that. 

 

Q. What about Christmas time, was that quite a big occasion? 

A. Not really, what I mean, Christmas in our day and age wasn't celebrated, the same as what it is now. It 
was more Hogmanay. 

 

Q. Was it? 

A. Yes, when we were younger. 

 

Q. And were children allowed to sit and participate at Hogmanay, or were you in your bed? 

A. I don't remember about that, whether we were or not, probably we would get sitting up a wee while, I 
suppose, (laughs) when we were younger. But as we got older, I mean, we did sit up as we got older. 

 

Q. So, did your parents ever play any games with you? Would they participate in your play? 

A. I don't think my mother had any time. (laughs) 

 

Q. But did she used to work along in the house with the daily help, the girl that lived in.? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes, she, <..pause..> 
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Q. <..pause..> Did she work outside of the house after marriage? 

A. My mother? No, no my mother didn't go out to work, no, no. 

 

Q. No, she just did the work in the house as well? 

A. No, my mother didn't go out to work, she'd enough to do at home? 

 

Q. And what about books, did you have books available at home to read, or was there a library about ? 

A. Not at that time, we didn't have anything like that when we were young, we didnae have anything like 
that, libraries. Just the same this day and age now, I mean look at the children, they've got, <..pause..> 
they get swimming and all the rest of it, we never got anything like that when we were young, at the 
school, you know. The children now are better off, and I say to encourage them because my wee great 
grandsons and daughters, that's what I, <..pause..> the girls, I say to them, "You're lucky because when 
Nanna was wee, she didn't get anything like that, we didn't get learning swimming or anything like that.". 
And I'm pleased to see that they're able to swim because it's good for them. It's good for them. 

 

Q. What was an exciting outing for you, then? Did you get taken out visiting neighbours and friends and 
relatives? 

A. Oh yes my mother took me out, I used to always go with my mother. I can always remember one thing 
that aye sticks up in my mind about one neighbour we used to go to see in that Hallside where I was 
born. And her husband at that time, had a good pay too, <..pause..> you  know to, <..pause..> at that time of 
the year, for he was a bricklayer, but he took a good drink, and the result was that they were quite poor. 
And I can always remember, they never had a nice light, but she always used to send some of them 
away down to the shop, for we would go in for a quarter of fresh butter and a packet of tea biscuits. For 
a cup of tea. (laughs) I can always remember that. But that woman, their family went abroad, and she 
done well. They went to America. They done well. 

 

Q. So did you have any holidays, as a child? 

A. Oh yes, we'd our holidays every year. My mother took a house for a month down at the coast. 

 

Q. I see. And did your father get away as well? 

A. And, <..pause..> well they came down at weekends, and then when their holiday came on, they came 
down then. The boys and them. Yes, we always had our holidays. Even since I was married too! 
(laughs) 

 

Q. Now, a wedding. When you were a child were you ever taken to a wedding? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember one? 

A. (laughs) I remember one especially. That house we were in, we had a wee pony, my brother had a fish 
float, and this pony had, <..pause..> that's what it had been doing previous to us getting it, and I can 
remember us well, going to this wedding in Glasgow, and I just fair thought I was, oh I was just ‘It’! And I 
had a beautiful red riding cloak on you know, <..pause..> riding cloak on and this wee governor's car, you 
know the governor's, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What's that now? <..pause..> 

A. You know the pony carrying it, the wee, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Oh right, right? 

A. And when it got into Glasgow, it used to, <..pause..> it was going from side to side, to the places it used to 
stop! (laughs) 

 

Q. (laughs) When it was a fish float? Oh I see! 

A. But when we had her, when she, <..pause..> before she would go into her stable, she used to come up 
the back steps and get her nose in the, it was the ‘scullery’ you called it then, in the scullery door for to 
get her piece, before she went into her stable. 
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Q. I see. It must have taken you long enough to get to the wedding by the time she made all her stops! 

A. Aye, (laughs) <..pause..> It was, <..pause..> I can always, <..pause..> it's always stuck in my memory that, 
and me thinking I was just fair ‘It’, with my lovely red riding cloak on, you know, you thought you were 
just ‘It’ then! (laughs) When you're young, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Now, what about Sundays. How did you spend a Sunday when you were a child? 

A. Oh! I'd to go to church on Sunday, and Sunday School, and then you'd to take your good clothes off, 
when you came home. (laughs) That day, you weren't allowed to run about with your good clothes on. 
No, no. And I was always at the church from I was anything and in the concerts and things, you know. 
Which I have been up 'til the last two years, even, over here, in concerts. 

 

Q. Were you in the Band of Hope or anything like that? 

A. Yes, I was a monitor in the Band of Hope. 

 

Q. Was that when you were younger? 

A. Younger, yes. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do in the Band of Hope? 

A. The Band of Hope, <..pause..> well, you used to have hymn singing, and you used to get magic lanterns, 
you know what, <..pause..> the old-fashioned kind of magic lanterns, and different things, <..pause..> yes, 
we had a good time at the Band of Hope. 

 

Q. Was that on a Sunday as well, or was that? <..pause..> 

A. No, that'll be through the week, the Band of Hope was on. Through the week. The same as what the 
Templars were. As I got older, I was in the Templars, and we used to have some good nights there too. 
I mean it was a good night. 

 

Q. So was that a sort of step on from the Band of Hope or? <..pause..> 

A. Well, it was a different crowd that had that, the Templars, you see, <..pause..> you didn't drink, or, 
<..pause..> you don't drink or anything. But we used to have some good nights, <..pause..> enjoyed them, 
dancing and all the rest of it. 

 

Q. So was religion quite important to you then when you were a child? 

A. Yes, I mean it has been, more or less all my days, until after I was married, I wasn't so often at the 
church here, because I didn't belong to a church here, until I joined it. Then after I had joined it, well, I'd 
be two years married before my son was born, well you just couldn't get out the same. But I mean, as 
he got older then, I mean, we took him, and he went to Sunday School, and then he went to the Bible 
Class and then he joined the church. 

 

Q. What church did you join here then? 

A. St. Ninians’ Parish Church at that time. And we've always, <..pause..> I've always been at the, <..pause..> 
And it's the church every Sunday, unless there's anything wrong with me. I'm at the church every 
Sunday. And there's a wee Bible Group once a fortnight, we've got two. I go down there, <..pause..> But 
my son, as he got older, well he'd only be about nine when he was picking out tunes on the piano, and 
playing them by ear, so I got the teacher out and asked if he was too far advanced with the ear. He 
says, "No," he says, "not at all.". So he turned out a beautiful pianist, and he used to play the piano for 
the ‘Welcome Home’ parties for the soldiers in the church. In the church, he used to play them. 

 

Q. So was that during the Second World War then? 

A. Yes. Even when he was in, <..pause..> he was away himself, and he played the accordion too, the piano 
accordion too, and he took it with him! And he was in Barnard Castle, and they had been away at 
Darlington, and they'd been hunting the place for him, for there'd been some concert, big concert going 
to be on, and their pianist couldn't appear, so he had went up and played the piano at the big concert. 
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Q. So when you were a child, who did you play with? Would it be your brothers and sisters? 

A. No! I'd friends of my own, I'd friends of my own. And that big house that I was telling you about, I 
wouldn't go up the avenue at night, it was dark you see. I wouldn't go up the avenue at night. And this 
girl that I went about with, her dad used to come out the back and put me up over the wall, and once I 
got up over the wall, I hadnae far to go to the back door, and he would wait until I would shout from the 
back door that I was OK. (laughs) That's the way I used to get in. (laughs). I wouldnae go up the, 
<..pause..> (laughs) 

 

Q. So what sort of games did you play then, when you were little? 

A. Oh, we played at Rounders, and Cat and Bat, and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Cat and Bat? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, a wee, <..pause..> it was wooden, it was a wooden thing and you'd fling it, and then hit it. 

 

Q. Like Rounders or something? 

A. It was just after the style of kind of Rounders, yes. Yes, we used to play, <..pause..> oh yes, and Skipping 
Ropes, yes, the boys and I, a crowd of us used to all meet down at my friend's shop, after it was shut, 
we used to stand there and we used to play at all these things and sing, and all the rest of it. (laughs) 

 

Q. And boys and girls just the same? 

A. Yes, mixed, yes. Yes, we had a good crowd. 

 

Q. And did your parents mind who you played with? Or did they not sort of? <..pause..> 

A. Well, they knew that I was in good company, what I mean, <..pause..> of course there were all the 
neighbours round about. And that you weren't in bad company or anything. But you weren't allowed out 
late. You weren't allowed out late. 

 

Q. Was that when it started to get dark? 

A. Yes, you weren't allowed out late, I mean, even when I was working in Glasgow, and it was a licensed 
place and there was what they called the ‘Smoker Concerts’. Well, you had to be there, and you were 
later in getting home, but if I was late in coming home, my brothers was down at the, <..pause..> waiting 
on me coming off the tram car. Yes, I wasn't allowed out, no I wasn't allowed out late. We'd to be in. 

 

Q. So how did you spend your free time after school hours, and at weekends? Would it just be playing with 
your friends? <..pause..> 

A. Latterly, I had to work in the house, I'd so much to do. When I went home from the shop, I'd to work at 
night, do different things in the house. Because, what I mean, it was quite a big house to, <..pause..> not 
that one, I wasn't in that one at that time; but even at that, it was quite a big house, and big five 
apartment, upstairs and downstairs when there was, <..pause..> Of course, I mean, as the boys got older, 
they were married. 

 

Q. Did the boys have to do some work in the house? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, they had to, <..pause..> yes, they had to take their share. Oh yes. 

 

Q. So, would you have had time for any hobbies and that? Did you have any hobbies? Were you keen on 
anything? 

A. No, you just, <..pause..> no, you just went to these, <..pause..> 

 

Q. <..pause...> The meetings, the Band of Hope? 

A. The Band of Hope and the Templars, yes. 

 

Q. Were you in any youth organisations, like the Guides or the Brownies or anything? <..pause..> 
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A. No, they weren't there, <..pause..> then, at that, <..pause..> not that I remember anyway. Because, you 
must remember, I am almost eighty-six. But, that's a long time, and I don't remember that there was 
anything like that, then. I don't think there was. 

 

Q. What about the pictures, or the cinema? Were you allowed to go there? 

A. Oh yes, we used to get to the pictures on a Saturday morning. A penny to get in. (laughs) Well, we had 
to walk a good bit to go to them! 

 

Q. Where was it? 

A. They were away in Cambuslang, and we were further up. (laughs) 

 

Q. Oh dear. So did you just go with the family, or with friends? 

A. No, no, it was just our friends. You went with your friends. 

 

Q. Did you get pocket money each week, or would you only get money to go to whatever you were going 
to? 

A. That was all, yes. You didn't get money. No. A Saturday, you got a penny. And at that time, you know, it 
was four farthings, you could buy, <..pause..> four things for your penny! (laughs) 

 

Q. What age were you when you started school? 

A. Five I was, <..pause..> five. 

 

Q. Before you went to school, did you get taught anything before you went, like writing? <..pause..> 

A. No, there was nothing like that then. No, not then. 

 

Q. So what school did you go to, would that be in Cambuslang? 

A. Hallside Academy. Hallside, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What type of school was that? Was it just a Primary? <..pause..> 

A. It was all denominations. 

 

Q. Was it? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did it carry you through to the Higher School, or? <..pause..> 

A. No, there were no High Schools then. I mean, when you got up to your top class, that was you, yes. No, 
it was all denominations, that's, I can't understand now, why there's so much bitterness, because, I 
mean, we all were friends. 

 

Q. So what did you think of school? Did you like it? 

A. Oh yes, I quite enjoyed myself, <..pause..> some things, and some things you didn't. (laughs) 

 

Q. What were the teachers like, were they quite strict then? 

A. Yes, they were very good, oh yes. Very fair. 

 

Q. Were there punishments? 

A. Oh yes, you got punished if you didn't do what was right! (laughs) 

 

Q. What sort of punishments did they have? 

A. Oh the strap, you got! (laughs) Not that I got it very often. 
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Q. So, what subjects did you get? 

A. At that time we didn't get anything like what they, get now. You know, their languages and all these, 
<..pause..> and 'periods', we didn't get. You were in your one class and that was that, and you got, 
<..pause..> all got the same; your Geography and History and Arithmetic and all that. And then you had 
one week, you had sewing for, <..pause..> a sewing class for maybe a half an hour, or, no, <..pause..> but 
there was no, <..pause..> you didn't go to other High Schools when I was young. 

 

Q. What about P.E. did you get gym ? 

A. Yes, we did. Yes, I can remember that, yes we did. 

 

Q. So did boys and girls get the same subjects, or were you? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, we all got the same, yes. 

 

Q. Did boys get sewing as well, or? <..pause..> 

A. No, they didn't get that. I think if I can remember, I'm maybe wrong, but I think if I remember, I think they 
got Geometry and that, where we didn't get that. 

 

Q. Is that right? 

A. Yes, they got Geometry, but we didn't. I think that was when we got our sewing. 

 

Q. What did you wear to school, was there a uniform? 

A. Not, <..pause..> you weren't in a, <..pause..> everybody hadn't, what they say, the same thing on, no. As 
long as you were respectably dressed. I used to always have a nice navy blue gym dress and then in 
the summer, I'd always nice dresses when my mother made them, and that. But, <..pause..> oh, I was 
always well dressed. Well dressed and well fed. We didn't get a lot of money to spend, but my mother 
would always have bought fruit, and I'm still a 'fruit hand'. (amused) 

 

Q. So that school then, that took you right on? <..pause..> 

A. Right off, yes. 

 

Q. <..pause..> As far as you could go? 

A. That was you finished then, you left at fourteen. 

 

Q. And was there not another school you could go onto from there? 

A. No, no, unless you went into Glasgow to the college or that. 

 

Q. And did you have to sit an exam to? <..pause..> 

A. Well my mother wanted, <..pause..> my mother wanted me to go, and I wouldn't go. I wanted to go into a 
shop, always wanted into a shop, so I went into a shop. 

 

Q. And you left at fourteen? 

A. Well, actually I didn't get a job in the shop just right away, because we were all over the place, looking 
for a job. For that woman that I was telling you about that we used to go to visit, her daughter and I left 
at the same time, and she went with me for to look for work, but I had to do the talking, and we finished 
up, we got a job. And it was what you called the 'Chair Works'. Well the Chair Works was all the wood, 
they're all wood, you know, and it was dyed, put into this big thing, vat, and dyed. And then you were, 
<..pause..> you had it all to sandpaper and it was all polished and that. I didn't go into that to begin with, I 
went into the store, but eventually they put me up, to that, but it didn't do with me. 

 

Q. So when you left school, were you some time unemployed before you got a job? 

A. <..pause..> No, I went to that, <..pause..> Chair Works, we got the job in that Chair Works, so it was one 
day I was in one of the shops, and I says, "Oh," I says, "I don't like where I am," I says, "it's a shop I 
want to go into.". So this girl in the shop told me where to apply. So I got a job. 
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Q. So how long were you at the Chair Works then? 

A. Oh I'd only be, say, about six months, because it wasn't, it was going for my health, the smell of the 
varnish and that. 

 

Q. What were the hours like there? Do you remember? 

A. Just, <..pause..> I mean the morning, <..pause..> you were, I can't remember what time we started. We 
were away early, and it'd be five or six before we got home at night. 

 

Q. And how did you? <..pause..> 

A. Tram car. Yes, tram car. 

 

Q. What were the wages like, would they sort of cover your travel? 

A. Well, when you went up to do the polishing and that, you'll not believe this, but it used to be wooden 
push chairs. I don't suppose you'll remember them, not like the buggies they've got now, they were 
wooden push chairs. You got nine pence a dozen for polishing them from the bottom, up. Nine pence a 
dozen. (laughs) So you'll know the pace, at that. It was a lot of work! 

 

Q. I bet you. <..pause..> Because you would want to get as many as you could done. <..pause..> 

A. Yes, it was a lot of work. So I went into the shop and I got the shop and, I got started in what you called, 
it was Pearks's Stores, it was just like what the Maypole used to be, and I, <..pause..> 

 

Q. The Maypole? 

A. The Maypole used to be a butter shop, butter and eggs and that. 

 

Q. So was this in Glasgow, or? <..pause..> 

A. In Glasgow, yes. Glasgow. Seven shillings a week. 

 

Q. And did you travel into the? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, you had to pay your fare. 

 

Q. And what were your hours like there? 

A. Oh they were long hours! You weren't finished 'til later on at night, and then a Saturday night you were 
much later. I can't remember whether it was seven o'clock or eight, that we used to finish. And by the 
time you got home, that was that. That was the night in. 

 

Q. So how many days was that, six days a week or? <..pause..> 

A. Six days, yes. Well you'd a half-day, half, <..pause..> if you were in Glasgow it was Tuesday half-day. If it 
was in the country, it was Wednesday. 

 

Q. So that's when you had to go home and then work in the house as well? 

A. Exactly. Do the washing. 

 

Q. So what year would that be then, that you started work? 

A. Well I was born in 1902, and I left school at fourteen, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So, it'd be 1916. So that was in the middle of the First World War? 

A. Yes, (laughs) I'd all the coupons and all the, <..pause..> (laughs) in the shop. And making up rations, and 
all the rest of it. And there was no men, for the men were away to the War, and you'd all the heavy lifts 
to lift yourself. You used to have to lift a fifty-six pound of, <..pause..> box of butter to get it up onto the 
slab. (laughs) And it wasn't easy! And manoeuvring sugar, bags of sugar and flour, it wasn't easy. 
They're not any grocers now. They only stack shelves, they didnae work the way I worked. Because, I 
mean, eventually when I got in, I left there to get bigger pay, went out to the country, and it was in the 
mining village, it was a village of miners, and the stores were, <..pause..> everything in it. You had 



 237 

everything in the stores, you had hardware, everything. You know, a ‘Jenny o' all thing’. And you had to 
start on a Monday morning, and the first thing you got was, you'll not remember it, it was a great big 
round like that, of tobacco, and the miners always bought that thick black tobacco, and some of them 
chewed it down the pit, and you had all that to make up into ounces, and you daren't have a lot of wee 
bits, for the men wouldn't take it. You had to learn to be kind of accurate at cutting that, you know, say 
about that, you know. An ounce, an ounce, or, <..pause..> and then half-ounces. Well, you'd that to do, 
then you started onto butter, and you'd all your butter to make up, you had your sugar, flour, oatmeal, 
tea, all these things to make up. There are no grocers now, they don't know what it is to be a grocer. I 
was just reading in the paper the other week there, about a woman asked, <..pause..> a customer asked 
one of the girls for something, and she said she wasn't doing their donkey work, because she'd to go to 
the shelf and show the woman where it was. 

 

Q. I see? 

A. Yes, you had to be, <..pause..> pleasant in the shop, whether you felt like it or not! Because the customer 
always came first, with us. 

 

Q. So how long did you work in the first shop before you went out to the country? 

A. Oh, I, <..pause..> oh as quick as possible I got out, to get a bigger pay. Because, I mean, I'd only seven 
shillings a week, and I had, next one I got, I got twelve! (laughs) 

 

Q. That was good, that was more money out in the country? <..pause..> 

A. My brother used to say I was, <..pause..> about moving, I says, "Aye, but whenever I move," I says, "I 
make a good move, I get a big pay!" (laughs) 

 

Q. And how did you hear about this other job in the country then? How did you know about it? 

A. It was advertised in the paper, and you had, <..pause..> you wrote and applied. 

 

Q. And whereabouts was it exactly? 

A. It was in Newton. It was at one of the wee mining villages. 

 

Q. So did you travel again by? <..pause..> 

A. You'd to walk! There were no conveyance. You'd half an hour's walk. 

 

Q. And what were the hours like there? Were they quite? <..pause..> 

A. Well, you started at nine o'clock in the morning then, I think it was six o'clock we finished. But the boss 
was very, very good, I mean, if he happened to be going our way at night with his car, he would say, 
"Come on girls, hurry up” <..pause..> and give us a lift, you know. He was very good. 

 

Q. So was that still during the First World War? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What was life like for yourself then? Was there a big difference for you, in the First World War? Did you 
feel the sort of? <..pause..> 

A. Well you had a lot, <..pause..> of extra work, but we were lucky, I mean as far as food was concerned, 
because I moved into Glasgow during the First World War, I moved into Glasgow, into Bridgeton Cross, 
in the shop, <..pause..> I moved from the mining village into Glasgow, and one of the girls got a 
chargehand job in Bridgeton Cross with Adams, I think it was Adams, <..pause..> I think it was, the grocer, 
and she told me they were looking for a second hand, and I applied. And I remember I had long hair 
away down to here, and I put my hair up, for to get a second hand's job, so I got it. And you were 
working there and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was that from the mining village? 

A. Yes, yes. And you had to, <..pause..> that's when you were working hard then, for making up rations, you 
know, it was just rations they were getting. Well, you see, in the likes of Bridgeton Cross, it's the 
Glasgow area, and there was a lot of them spent their money on drink, and they wouldn't come for their 
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rations, so you sometimes, <..pause..> we used to have a surplus, you see, and you were pretty lucky! 
(laughs) Yes. No, they wouldn't come for their rations, and if they were, <..pause..> owed money, and they 
werenae coming, you were sent round for to collect it. And I can remember going up this place, 
<..pause..> Bridgeton Cross, you could have been killed in it, and nobody would have known. And you 
went up this dark stair, and then it was a long passage, and there was doors and you just got a volley, 
that was all you got, so, you didnae get any money. <..pause..> But you could have been killed! 

 

Q. And you had to do that? 

A. You had to do it, there were nothing else, you could do it. But then latterly, I mean, I, <..pause..> that shop 
that I was in, he had five shops. 

 

Q. That was Adams the Grocers? 

A. Adams the Grocers. 

 

Q. What was the money like there? Better money again? 

A. Oh no, you didn't have an awful lot then. I cannae mind whether it was a £1, or just over a £1, you got. 
But that was, that was the Bridge shop, well his main shop was in, up in Rutherglen, Mill Street in 
Rutherglen. And he took me up there, to the main shop. 

 

Q. And did you have digs at this other, <..pause..> or something, or did you just travel? 

A. No, no, I just travelled, just, <..pause..> tram car. And I travelled, <..pause..> he took me up to the main 
shop, and of course, we got on great up there, his daughter worked there, and we were getting on fine, 
and we were always quick with getting our stock made up, and that. Some of the rest of the shops were 
behind. I would get sent out, <..pause..> sometimes, I've seen me only half a day in my own shop! Getting 
sent out to other shops to help them! And they were just lazy, they were just lazy! 

 

Q. And how would you get to the other shops? Were they within walking distance? Or did he take you 
there? 

A. Yes, <..pause..> there was some, but other ones you had to take the tram car. 

 

Q. So that was quite a responsible job you were in? 

A. Yes, you were shifted round about, yes. You were, <..pause..> I've seen me only half a day in my own 
shop. And when I left there, he wasnae friends with me, because I was, <..pause..> then, you see, the 
men were all getting, <..pause..> the work was getting bad, and there wasnae a lot of work, and of course 
I applied for a, <..pause..> I applied for a, <..pause..> another job, you see. Well, it didn't say what it was, it 
just said it was a counter hand, which I took to be a grocers, and I applied, and I never heard anything 
about it. So this night I came off the tram car, and started walking. <..pause..> I hadn't very far to walk up, 
for it was a semi-detached my mother had, and this man followed me up, walked up at my back, and I 
never paid any attention. As I turned into the house, he turned into the house. So I just went in, and I 
says to my mother, I says, "There's a man at the door," I says, "I don't know who he is". 

 

Q. Were you not frightened? 

A. No! I says, "There's a man at the door," I says, "but I don't know who he is.". So she went to see who it 
was, <..pause..> she says, "It's you he wants!" I says, "What does he want me for?" So she asked him in. 
And this was the man I had applied for the job, and it was a licensed shop. So I says, "Oh no," I says, 
"I'm a grocer," I says, "I didn't, <..pause..> I understood it was a grocers shop." But what had happened in 
the interval, him being so long in contacting me was, <..pause..> was his son killed? I think his son was 
killed, or wounded or something, in the War, and it had upset them all, and he'd been long in contacting 
after, <..pause..> you know, the applicants. I says, "Oh no," I says, "I don't want to go to a thing like that," I 
says, "I'm not in the habit of frequenting anything, <..pause..> places like that.". 

 

Q. Was it drink? 

A. Yes, a licensed place, you see. He says, "Well," he says, "I like a grocer," he says, "because," he says, 
"they're smart." I says, "No." So he coaxed me, and he came back and he says, "Listen," he says, "why 
not come down and see it, the shop." He says, "It is a very quiet shop" he says, "and good class of 
people that comes into it." So I went and saw it on my half-day, so, eventually I went. Eventually I went, 
and the boss fell out with me, because I was going to that shop. Mr. Adam. <..pause..> 
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Q. Was it near the end of the War then, or? <..pause..> 

A. Nearer home, I could walk. 

 

Q. But was it the end of the War then, were men coming back from the War to their jobs? 

A. Well, it wasn't the end, but I mean, because I was there when the Armistice was signed, and <..pause..> 
he said; <..pause..> so I said  to him on the Friday night, I said, "I'll be leaving tonight.” <..pause..> He says, 
"Oh," he says, "you're coming in tomorrow?” <..pause..> I says, "No," I says, "I'm not coming in tomorrow." 
And of course he was an Elder in the Church, and he give me such a row because I was going to this, 
<..pause..> I says, "Well," I says, "what I've got to look for," I says, "is money." So he wasn't giving me any 
extra money, so I just purposely did not go in early, that morning, and as I was going in, he just said, "I 
doubt," he says, "she's not coming in this morning.” <..pause..> when I walked in. (laughs) I hadnae the 
heart for not to go! (laughs) 

 

Q. So it was better money then at the? <..pause..> 

A. No, he didn't give me any extra money, but I got extra money where I was going. 

 

Q. At the licensed place? 

A. Mmm, hmm. And then they took a young boy in, after, under me, and the head man says to me, "Look 
here," he says, "he's getting more money than you," he says, "and it's you that's doing the work.". So I 
went to the boss and I told him. 

 

Q. Was this at the licensed place? 

A. Mm, hmm. So I went to the boss and I told him. I says, "Well," I says, "I'm doing the work," and I says, 
"I'm not going to stay here," I says, "if you're giving the boy more money than what I'm getting.” 
<..pause..> So, oh, he promised he would give me it, so, him and I fell out. So he promised he would give 
me it, so I came to the end of the week and I opened my pay, and the money wasn't in it. So I just went 
back up to him, I says, "Well," I says, "you promised, so," I says, "you haven't given me it, so," I says, 
"I'll just finish up tonight." I says, "I won't be back." 

 

Q. What did he say? 

A. "Oh!" he says, so I walked away and left him. Walked away and left him. So he come after me. He says, 
"Consider it again." I says, "If you give me the money" I says, "I want," I says, "I'll stay. But,” <..pause..> I 
says, "if you don't give me the money,” <..pause..> So, I got thirty-six shillings of a pay, which was a big 
pay then. 

 

Q. Was that more than the boy was getting? 

A. <..pause..> Oh yes, that was a big pay then, thirty-six shillings, for a, <..pause..> and especially for a 
woman! That was a big pay then. I was, <..pause..> quite happy. So I was there when they lost their, 
<..pause..> you know they lost their license during the, <..pause..> And, but I got a great reference from 
them, saying that he would; he was sorry he couldn't take me with him, but, <..pause..> a good 
recommendation for any other jobs that I got. 

 

Q. Why did they lose their license? 

A. Well it was voted a ‘Dry area’. 

 

Q. Was it? 

A. Mm, hmm. Voted a ‘Dry area’. Of course they all got it back latterly. Got it back latterly. But he said that 
he would have taken me, he says, if he could have taken me with him, but I got, any references I got, 
they were always good, that, I didn't need to be frightened to show them. 

 

Q. What did you do then? What happened after that? 

A. Where did I go then? <..pause..> Oh I was idle then. No, <..pause..> yes I was. I was idle then. And, 
<..pause..> 
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Q. How long for? 

A. I was only six weeks on the Bureau all my life. 

 

Q. So you got 'Broo' money then? 

A. Yes, I was only six weeks on it, and they wanted me to go into service and I said, "No!" I says, "That's 
not my work, and I'm not going into it.", and, oh, they were going to stop my broo money, it was very 
little you got then, I says, <..pause..> so however, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What did you do with all your wages then, when you got them? 

A. My mother got them! 

 

Q. Did she get all of them? 

A.  <..pause..> And I got half a crown back. 

 

Q. What about clothes and that, then? 

A. Oh my mother bought my clothes. Mm, hmm, my mother bought my clothes. 

 

Q. That was 1918, did you say? 

A. Well, it was the 1914, 1918 war, but I mean, that was it, <..pause..> when it was finished, and there were, 
<..pause..> I can't remember where I went from there, but, one of the times, the time that I was idle 
anyway, I can remember I couldnae get a job, and I went into Glasgow, into one of the Agencies, that 
must have been about the 1921 strike, for all the men were idle. And eventually I got a job in the Central 
Hotel in Glasgow. And I never had been away from home in my life, staying, you'd to stay in, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So what was that as? 

A. <..pause..> And you got it from the Agency. Well it was in a Refreshment Room, the Refreshment Room, I 
mean, they bought teas, coffees and a drink, in the Central Hotel in Glasgow. In the Central Station in 
Glasgow. 

 

Q. Was it waitressing? 

A. No, no, you were just behind the counter. It was only teas and coffees and things and anybody that 
wanted a drink or that. And eh, <..pause..> your first pay, you were fifteen shillings a week, and your first 
pay went to that agency, to pay, 'cause they got you the job. 

 

Q. Fifteen shillings from thirty six shillings in your last job? What were your hours like? 

A. Well you were, <..pause..> stayed in, you see, got your foods. Oh! Your hours? You were down at half 
past seven in the morning and you didnae get your breakfast ‘til nine. And then you had your lunch and 
then you were off a wee while in the afternoon. And then you worked to nine o'clock at night. Worked to 
nine o'clock at night. And then you'd go up for your supper, and they would tell you there were no 
supper for you. 'Til one night, I said to this other girl, [she] and I were friendly, I said "I'm not standing 
this any longer,", I says, "come on we'll go along to the boss.". So we went along to the boss, and 
explained to him what had happened. "Oh!", he says, "Well, just come along with me!" So he said to the 
girls, the waitresses, "Supper for these girls at once!" So after that we got our supper with no trouble. 
(laughter) 

 

Q. So, what was your? <..pause..> 

A. So, then I was shifted from there. You've to say that you'll go anywhere, just like the railway, you know. 
'Cause it's run by the railway. Well they sent me to Stirling, here. And that was the first time, I'd been 
away any distance from the house in my life. Because in Glasgow, I could nip out, home and not, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. What time off did you get when you were working in Glasgow, at the Central Hotel? Did you get a 
weekend? 

A. A weekend. The weekend. 
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Q. And you went home then just? 

A. No. I'm telling a lie, we didn't get the weekend. You'd only a day off. A day off. A day off, and I would go 
home that day. That's what, <..pause> a day off. It was when I came to Stirling I got the weekend off. 

 

Q. So what did you do, in your sort of leisure time then, in the years when you were working? What did you 
do at nights then? 

A. You were too tired! (laughter) For to go out. You didn't get out in any case! 

 

Q. Did you not go out with your girlfriends? 

A. No. You werenae, <..pause..> you didnae get out. No. You didn't. <..pause..> I didn't get out. I'd always 
something to do. I didn't get out. 

 

Q. Did you have friends round to the house? 

A. Sometimes. Our girlfriends, aye. So then, <..pause..> I was shifted from Glasgow to Stirling, to the 
Refreshment Room in Stirling. In Stirling Station. Well you lived up Dumbarton Road, what used to be 
Gr, <..pause> 

 

Q. Graham and Morton? 

A. Aye. Well at that time it was a grocers. But the very tall flat, up in the attics, it's a great big flat, when you 
get up. All different rooms, lovely big rooms, you know. So we were all there, you'd to go there. You'd 
always to go down, you never got any food there, except at the weekends. You'd to get up and down to 
the station, before you got breakfast in the morning. 

 

Q. What did you do at weekends? 

A. We just all had a, <..pause..> lounged around. We got our breakfast, and dinner and tea up in the, there 
then. 

 

Q. At the railway? 

A. Up at the attics. 

 

Q. Did you have a sort of kitchen or something like that? 

A. Oh yes. And then you had your own bedroom. 

 

Q. What about a bathroom? Did they supply a bathroom? 

A. Oh yes. There was facilities, facilities there. 

 

Q. Was your wage just the same? Fifteen shillings a week? 

A. Fifteen shillings a week. You got it every fortnight. Twenty-seven and ten pence by the time your 
insurance came off. And I used to send it home to my mother; took half a crown off it and sent it home 
to my mother because the rest were all idle. My mother used to get it, used to send it home to her. 

 

Q. What was that time like, where you mentioned in 1921, when the men were idle? Was it quite difficult for 
your mother then? 

A. Well you see the men were all idle, so I used always send my pay home. <..pause..> 

 

Q. How did she manage? Did she get some sort of assistance? 

A. No, you didnae get anything then! (laughter) You just had to. You didnae get anything off Social 
Security or anything then. There were no Social Security then. So I used to send, <..pause..> it was, well, 
it would be twenty seven and ten pence, it would be twenty five shillings I would send her home. Every 
fortnight, I would send it home to her. 

 

Q. So what year was it you came to Stirling then? 
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A. In 1922. Mm, hmm, in 1922. Because eh, <..pause..> I remember coming up from the station one night, 
and this man passed me. I says, "I know that man!" He was brought up beside me. And I passed him, I 
was so excited at seeing him, I passed him, and then I run back after him, and I caught his arm, and I 
spoke to him. And he says, "I don't know you." I says, "Yes, you do know me." And I told him who I was, 
I told him my name. And, "No," he says, "no, you're not, you're not Nellie." I says, "I am." he says, 
"Well," he says, "when I knew you," he says, "if you are her, you hadn't glasses, and you hadn't dark 
hair," he says, "you had fair hair and curls!" I says, "But I'm still her!" I was that excited. So I remember, 
he was in digs, and he took me to his digs that night, and we had some supper. But you had to be in 
before half-past nine. You weren't allowed out after half past nine. 

 

Q. Was there somebody there who watched to see that you were in at that time? 

A. Well she was supposed to be there, but she wasn't there she, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was it like a landlady type of thing? 

A. No, it was the boss of the place! 

 

Q. Half-past nine? 

A. Yes. You'd to be in at half-past nine. 

 

Q. Even at weekends? 

A. Mm, hmm. Half past nine. So he took me to the digs and had some supper. So the next night he says to 
me, well we were coming up at nine o'clock, before we were finished, "Meet me." He was a driver on the 
buses. I says, "Right." He says, <..pause..> “Come out on the bus with me to Bridge of Allan, and it'll let 
you see round about the place." So he had a young man there too, and he introduced me to him. And 
that became my husband. 

 

Q. So you started going out with this young man? 

A. I started going out with him. Mm, hmm. How I can always remember it was 1922, I've got photographs, I 
mean, there we were away a bus run, you know, not a tour, people that, <..pause..> a club, all getting a 
bus trip up and all going away for the day. And it's on the back of it, 1922, when I met him. 

 

Q. You weren't long in Stirling then really? 

A. No! I was only about a week in Stirling! And I was reminded, there was a big Irish girl, and I was 
moaning about being away from home. And she says, "Oh, I don't know what you are crying for," she 
says, "you'll maybe meet your fate here!". So I met my fate! 

 

Q. So did you go out quite a lot at night? 

A. So I was here quite, <..pause..> Oh no! You see by the time we came up the road, it was time for going up 
to, <..pause..> you werenae allowed out, time you came up the road. You got out at weekends. That's all. 

 

Q. What did he do, at that time? 

A. Actually his job was a colliery electrician, but he didn't like it, so he was with a private hirer. 

 

Q. A private hirer? 

A. So he was there all his days. 

 

Q. And what was that as a mechanic? 

A. Chauffeur, <..pause..> Mechanic, <..pause..> he was foreman really. He was foreman, and chauffeur, 
driving. 

 

Q. How long did you see him before you got married? 

A. It must have been, <..pause..> it wasn't so very long. Because, that woman, that charge hand that we had, 
she was, she was really bad. I mean she got to suit herself. And eh, <..pause..> there was one girl that 
was sent with me from Glasgow and she was a poor wee soul, for she had asthma and she'd nobody, 
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<..pause..> and her and I chummed up. And one morning she came over to me, she says, "I've got the 
sack." I says, "What for?" "I'm supposed to have watered whisky." Well I knew that she wouldn't do a 
thing like that, 'cause that girl, when her parents was alive, was brought up in that trade. And I knew she 
wouldn't do it. She wasnae a girl that would do that. So she says, <..pause..>  and it was only a friend that 
she had to go home to. She had no home. I used to take her home with me. Aye, she had no home, and 
I used to be sorry for her. And she used to, <..pause..> she wasn't a smoker, but at that time, they used to 
smoke cigarettes for asthma. Kinda helped them in some way, I don't know why it helped them, but it 
helped them, and she daren't be seen smoking that, because she got on to her, although it was for her 
benefit. 'Cause she wasn't a smoker. So, <..pause..> “Eh,” she says, "I don't know what I'm going to do." I 
says, "Look," I says, "just buzz off to Glasgow." I says, "Get away, and never say you're away." So I 
manoeuvred it, with one of the porters, and my husband. Well he wasn't my husband then, my boyfriend 
then, and he went up with the car, and he brought all her luggage down, and the porter brought it in, in 
the underground lift. She never seen it. And we got her put on the train. She never seen her going 
away. She came to me, where she was. I says, "I don't know," I says, "the last time I saw her she was in 
the house." 

 

Q. Was she going to come and ask her to go back or something? 

A. No, but you see she would want her to work so long, y'see. So we got her away. So she got away all 
right. 

 

Q. Were you sort of on your own in the digs then? 

A. No, no. Oh, no, no, there was quite a, <..pause..> see there was, <..pause..> the, the tea room in ward one, 
and the Refreshment Room, and then there was the Refreshment Room over on number three, where I 
was. You see. So we got her away to Glasgow. So then the next thing turned up, it was my day off, 
must have been a day off we got, or a half day, I can't remember which. A day off, it must have been, 
and this big Irish girl was over in my place. And here she, the charge hand, came over nosing, and she 
had found two cakes in the cupboard, and the big Irish girl said they were mine. So there was a right 
‘stushie’ the next day, 'cause I said, "Well right, I don't leave here 'til my name is cleared." I says, "What 
did I want to put cakes in there for, when I wasn't going to be here?" And I says, "I can't be held 
responsible for the shop, the till or anything," I says, "when I'm not here." I says, "It's the one that's in 
charge, that's got anything to do with it," so I says, "I've got nothing to do with that." So the big Irish one, 
she wasn't pleased at this. But, oh, I kicked up a ‘stushie’ 'til I got kinda cleared. And then another time, 
you see, your sandwiches and cakes all came over from platform one, but you had your list, which I put 
into a book, that, what I had received, well I had to; my money had to correspond with that. So here I'm 
going through my book, sorting, <..pause..> I says, "By she's got some cheek on her the day!" I says, 
"Charging me for something I didn't get!" So when I went over at night, I told her I said, I wasn't pleased. 
And I explained what had happened, I said, "And you are charging me?” <..pause..> "Nothing of the 
kind!", I says, "You are!", I says, "And I'm not leaving here until you clear my name!" So eventually, she 
had to go into her wastepaper basket, and she got the list, and I was right, and she was wrong. And she 
wasn't pleased at being found out wrong. She wasn't pleased. So she had a knife in me after that. 
Because I just wouldn't let her get all her own way. So they had; the decorators were in my place, now if 
you are sitting waiting on a train, you're not going into a place where there are decorators are you? With 
good clothes on? So however, the decorators were working and the woman that was cleaning the shop 
out, the girl that was cleaning the place. And I says, "I'm going to have a cup of tea." Well I didn't like 
their tea, that they had there, and I bought a quarter of tea in one of the shops up the town. And it was 
my own tea. And she came, in the underground, so as we wouldn't see her coming over the top, and 
because we were at tea, we got sacked like that! Aye, she had a knife in me. But I went to the boss in 
Glasgow. And I told him. And I told him what had happened. And I said to him, I said, "Not only that," I 
said, "it wasn't your tea!" And I said, "Who's going to come in," I says, "to a place," I says, "where there 
are decorators in." And I says, "I wasn't doing any harm, drinking a cup of tea, when it was my own tea!" 
He says, "Damn fool you," he says," for buying it!" (laughs) So after that I says, "Oh no." 

 

Q. Did you get reinstated then? 

A. No. I didn't want reinstated. No, no. My husband followed me up then. Well my boyfriend, followed me 
up then. Came up to see me. (laughter) I'd left a case, and he brought the case up, and of course, after 
that it was regular, and we kept friends. 

 

Q. Did you go back to Glasgow? 

A. Aye, went back to Glasgow. 
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Q. And he followed you up? 

A. Aye, he followed me up. That's when I was idle the six weeks. I was idle, that, <..pause..> not any time, 
because, I'd applied for a job, and I got it. 

 

Q. What year was this? 

A. 1923. It was 1923. I was here in 1922 and 1923, I got engaged. March, 1923. He wanted to get married, 
and I said, "No." I says. "There's nobody going to say, I got off the bureau", I says, "to get married.", I 
says, "I'm working." So I got this, my last job, in the, <..pause..> back to the wee mining village, where I 
was, but in a different store! The Post Office, and everything. 

 

Q. In Newton, was it? 

A. Yes. Yes. The Post Office, in there. 

 

Q. Was he still living in Stirling at this time? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And he just travelled through to you then? 

A. He used to get off one night a week. (laughs) But it wasnae every week. I mean, it was only, about once 
in six weeks, I saw him. 

 

Q. Did he live with his family? 

A. He lived down St. Ninians, yes. So, <..pause..> back to that store, I was telling you about. It was Post 
Office, and butcher meat, everything. You ran around and did everything. Of course, I was always, 
<..pause..>I always liked to see my place clean, you know, my shop. So, we had to take our turn at doing 
it. So at that time, you'll not remember, but at that time, in grocers' shops, you had a whole shelf, and 
you had those boards, and you had ham on each shelf, showing what kind of ham, and you could pick 
what ham you wanted cut with a machine. And I had all these boards down, scrubbing them and 
scrubbing the board, the table for the meat and that. And here the boss had been watching me and I 
didn't know. So I went over, after I was finished and that, he called me over. And he said to me, he 
says, "That's the best scrub," he says, "I've seen that place getting," he says, "for a long time!" He says, 
"In future, you see you watch that ham shelf!" And he gave me half a crown extra in my pay! 

 

Q. What was your pay then? 

A. He says, "You keep that shelf." I can't remember what I was gettin' when I left, when I left there. 

 

Q. So how long were you there, then? 

A. I left there to get married. I'd be, <..pause..> oh about, <..pause..> One day I was expecting a letter and it 
didn't come. And here in the afternoon, here my boyfriend walks in, he had a job up to Glasgow. He 
went to the house, and they told him where to come. So I was serving a wee boy at the time, so I 
served him, and then I went away out to speak to him. He just waited two or three minutes. The boss 
came out, he says, "I thought you had a friend here?" I says, "I did have, but," I says, "he's away". He 
says, "I came out of the office," he says, "to give you a few minutes in the office on your own!" I says, 
"Well he's away!". So however, we got that done, 1923 in March, I got, <..pause..> I was engaged, before 
I went over there I think, I think I can remember we were engaged. 

 

Q. What year did you get married? 

A. 1924. I was eighteen months engaged. 

 

Q. Where did you live then? When you got married? 

A. Halfway. Halfway. 

 

Q. So you were in Glasgow first of all? 

A. Oh yes, yes. 
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Q. He got this house, you said? Did you say that he got this house in Glasgow? Your husband? 

A. No. It was here we got a house. We got a house here. 

 

Q. When you first got married? 

A. 'Fore we got married. We got a house before we were married. Because we weren't going into a room. 
We got a house before we were married, beside his mum. Aye. 

 

Q. Was that a council house, or did you buy one? 

A. No. Down where the big building where the Fine Fare is, on the main road. There. And I was there for 
forty nine years, in that building. But that was 1923, and then I got, <..pause..> The boss, the boss gave 
me a beautiful brass flower pot, for a present. 

 

Q. What sort of wedding presents did you get then? 

A. Oh not like what you get now! (laughs) 

 

Q. Where did you get married? Did you get married in Stirling? 

A. Oh no. Where I belonged. And actually, I got married in the Co-Operative Hall in Hallside. Where I was 
born. Where I was born, married there. 

 

Q. And did you just have the reception there as well? 

A. Yes. Aye. At that time, it was the custom, you got married in front your, all your, <..pause..> in where you 
were getting, where the reception was, you know, the minister came to there. So we got married, there, 
that was in 1924. My son was born in '26. First of July, 1926. 

 

Q. How did you manage to set up your home? Did you get a lot in wedding presents? You know furniture? 
<..pause..> 

A. I got, <..pause..> No you don't get furniture, we didnae get anything like that. You just got towels, or dish 
towels, or ordinary things. Oh no, you didn't get the big presents, that you got, <..pause..> A bed mat was 
the biggest or blankets was the most you got then. Not the presents you get now. 

 

Q. And how did you get your furniture together? 

A. Well I saw my house, <..pause..> with the paper all off it, waiting on the decorator going in. For I'd came 
through; his boss was married in the April, and I came through to the reception at night, and he stopped 
the car, and I says, "What are you stopping here for? Your mum doesnae stay here." So we went in to 
see the house. And that's the way it was. And the next time I saw it, was after I was married, all 
furnished and all decorated! I'd nothing to do with it! Yes it was all done for me! I was one of the lucky 
ones! 

 

Q. And he'd been saving up obviously? 

A. Well my mother-in-law and father-in-law, they had gave us big, <..pause..> this was called your kitchen at 
that time, the living room, and of course it was different furniture that was in it then. You know, it was 
just the wooden table and chairs and that, and your bed at that time. What I mean, they had a recess, 
for a bed, and that was your bed. You had one in your bed-sitting room too. But I think they gave me, if I 
can remember, <..pause..> I think they did, <..pause..> it was the living room stuff they gave us and my 
husband bought a three-piece suite, carpet to match, and bed and all that for the bed-sitting room. The 
place was all, that's the next time I saw it, it was all done for me. I was lucky, I'd good in-laws. 

 

Q. Did you get a honeymoon, after you got married? 

A. A weekend, that's all we got. That's all he got off his work, a weekend. 

 

Q. Where did you go? 

A. Edinburgh. That's the first time I think I'd been in Edinburgh. I'll tell you a wee laugh. We went out, first 
of all, oh it was a terrible June, it was the twenty-seventh of June, I was married. And rain and oh it was 
terrible! And I'd always heard about the windy steps at Edinburgh, and I'd put up my umbrella, and I got 
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blown away. He said, "Am I gonna lose you already!" So then we went out to the zoo. Well my husband 
was six feet two and I'm five feet nothing. And his dry humour, he says to the man at the box, he says, 
"One and a half". (laughter) “One and a half” So we always kept it up, “One and a half”. 

 

Q. So he was still working in Stirling at that time? <..pause..> 

A. He worked all his days there 'til he died. 

 

Q. So you had children? 

A. One boy. One boy. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children you wanted? Or was that just the way it happened? 

A. Just the way it happened. I hadn't to have any more. After he was born, I hadn't to have any more, 
because I was five weeks in bed, and three months before I did anything in my own house, after he was 
born. So of course, then I mean, I had spent to my time with him, my son. 

 

Q. Was he born in hospital, or at home? 

A. At home. 

 

Q. Who did you have in attendance then? 

A. The doctor and the nurse. The doctor and the nurse. Then I had my, my own mother came. She came, 
my own mother came through. Of course, all through the years, I mean, he had his wee illnesses, just 
like, everybody else. That you had to look after them. 

 

Q. How did you manage caring for him, when he was a baby? Was there advice available, to help you? Or 
did you just rely on your family, your mother and that? 

A. Was there what available? 

 

Q. Advice? 

A. Oh, you just depended on yourself. Yes. You just had to depend on yourself. 

 

Q. Your mother-in-law? 

A. Well no, my mother, well she came through quite often but she couldn't always be here. But my mother-
in-law just lived along the road from me. I had good in-laws. They were really good. 

 

Q. So how did you feed your son? Bottle feed or breast feed? 

A. Oh, he was breast fed. 

 

Q. How much did your husband have to do with him when he was a baby? 

A. Oh! The sun and the moon and the stars wasnae good enough for him! 

 

Q. Did he change nappies or anything like that? 

A. No, they didn't do that then. No, not then. They didn't do that then. They thought a lot, well I know my 
husband thought a lot of his son. He thought a lot of his son. 

 

Q. So how did you manage the housekeeping, you and your husband, when you first got married? Did he 
give you all his wages? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So you always knew what he earned? 

A. Yes, I got the pay packet as he got it. 

 

Q. Do you remember how much he earned, when you first got married? 
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A. Three pound. You'd ten shillings a week off, for your rent, first thing. 

 

Q. And then did you just decide how it would be spent from then on? 

A. And then he had to get something for his pocket, so there wasn't very much. And you didn't get your 
pay 'til twelve o'clock on a Saturday night! He worked every night to nine o'clock, and twelve o'clock on 
Saturday. And it was twelve o'clock on a Saturday night before you got your pay. So you had to see you 
had enough. <..pause..> 

 

Q. To do you right up until that time the next week. 

A. But I never was in debt! 

 

Q. Was he ever ill or out of work? 

A. No, he wasn't, he had good health up 'til, oh, <..pause..> what year was that? <..pause..> The end of The 
Second War. The end of the air raids. Because, he was, <..pause..> he drove the, what do you call it? The 
mobile canteen. And he used to go away at three o'clock in the morning, away down to Clydebank, him 
and the helpers, with soup and all these kind of things, you know. And then Greenock, and all these 
places. 

 

Q. Was that during the Second World War? 

A. That was during the Second War, he did that. 

 

Q. Did you ever do any war work? 

A. I was in the WVS. So he had that to do, and he was away at three o'clock in the morning. But I was in 
the WVS, and I was on the station canteen, from seven o'clock 'til eleven at night. And I worked part-
time through the day, before that, in a grocers shop. I just left there, and went to the canteen, 'til eleven 
o'clock at night. 

 

Q. Was that just during the war years? Or were you working before that? 

A. No, during the War. And, then we had to do a turn, from eleven o'clock at night 'til seven o'clock in the 
morning. In the canteen. 

 

Q. What happened with your son then, was he older? 

A. Yes. He was out too. He was out doing A.R.P too. He was doing that, <..pause..> he was that age then. 
Because he was, he was born in 1926. And then he was away in the army. 

 

Q. What was it like in The Second World War? Was it more difficult? 

A. Rations! And all the rest of it, coupons. Coupons! That was the second time I'd all these things to do. 
But my son didn't keep well, and he, <..pause..> took appendix, and he was supposed to be starting his 
work on the Monday and I had to go and get his dad to come back home from his work. I says, "He 
can't go," I says, "his wound's away swelled up." So he just went for the doctor, and he was just carted, 
back to hospital. They had left something in, and he had to have another operation. So during that time, 
it would be about six months later, he was called up. But he wanted into, he was an Air Cadet: an Air 
Force Cadet, and enjoyed it but he tried to get into the Air Force, and they wouldn't take him into the Air 
Force, because his operation had been so recent, see. So they put him into the army. But he never was 
away from England, because they took him and he had an ulcer. And they took him with an ulcer, and 
they had no right taking him. So one morning he couldn't go on parade. And there were two, two sent 
down to the barracks for him, where they lived and to take him up in front of the thingmy. <..pause..> So 
within a quarter of an hour he was in hospital. And he was getting fed every half hour, with this stomach. 
So I wrote to the doctor, I knew there was something wrong, because I hadn't my letter. And I says to 
his dad, "There's something wrong!" "Och," he says, "you, you get all excited for nothing!" I said, "I'm 
telling you, there's something wrong!" So the next thing I got was them informing me he was in hospital. 
So I wrote to the doctor and she phoned, and she wrote back and said that he would be discharged for 
light work, but he wouldn't be kept in the army. So that was him, but he'd two operations for his 
stomach. Two operations. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did he recover well? 
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A. Oh yes. But, I mean he was very ill. Very ill. 

 

Q. At that time, medical care, at that time now, did you have to pay for things? 

A. Yes. Yes, you had to pay for it at that time. 

 

Q. What about his hospital treatment for his appendix? 

A. Not, <..pause..> we were paying, so much, we were in that hospital scheme, that you paid so much. Aye 
we paid that. I can't mind whether it was every week you paid it or every month. It was somewhere 
about there you paid it, every week or every month, you paid it. But so that covered that, you see when 
he was in hospital. 

 

Q. What about if neighbours or friends were ill, in the community that you were in, at that time, did 
everybody pull together? 

A. Oh, we'd good neighbours. I'd good neighbours there, and I've got good neighbours here too. 

 

Q. So it was quite a good community spirit? 

A. Oh yes. We had. 

 

Q. Would you say that everybody you lived around, had the same standard of living? Were there others 
better off? 

A. Oh, there were some of them better off. 

 

Q. Would that go according to your job? 

A. It certainly would do. Because, I mean, my brother-in-law, he worked in the pits and where we were 
getting three pounds, he was having nine pound! He was having nine pound, against our three pound! 
That made all the difference there. 

 

Q. So where did you do your shopping? 

A. Co-Operative. 

 

Q. Co-Operative? 

A. Mm, hmm. 

 

Q. Did you get everything there? 

A. Mostly, aye. I used to always. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did the shops give credit at all? 

A. Well, I suppose they did, but I always paid mine as I got them. I never, that's one thing, I never was in 
debt, never. 

 

Q. So was it quite a friendly neighbourhood all in all? 

A. Oh yes. We had good neighbours. And same here. What I mean, that last time I was in bed, my 
daughter-in-law was sent for, and she came about four o'clock, and she was away at six, she came 
Tuesday and Wednesday, between four and five, and she was away at seven, and I've never seen her 
since. If it hadn't been for my neighbours, bringing me in food, and helping me out, I don't know what I 
would have done. 

 

Q. That was very good? 

A. It was my neighbours, that I really, had to thank for my last illness. 

 

Q. Right, thank you very much. 
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1902 Cook in a Nursing Home; Housekeeper at the Royal Scottish National 
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Interviewer Karen Connal 
Transcribed by Karen Connal 
 

Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1902. 

 

Q. And where were you born? 

A. Burnside, Rutherglen. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. Oh now, <..pause..> 'til 1914. That would be 'til 1914 I was there. We moved. 

 

Q. That would be twelve years? 

A. Twelve years, yes. 

 

Q. Did you have any brothers or sisters? 

A. Two brothers and a sister. 

 

Q. And where were you in the birth order? 

A. I was the last, youngest one, youngest. 

 

Q. Now what was your father's job? 

A. He was a Civil Engineer. 

 

Q. Was that what he always was in his working life that you know of or was he something else? 

A. No, he was always that. 

 

Q. Did your mother work before she got married? 

A. Oh no, no. Not that I know of. No, I'm sure she didn't. 

 

Q. After she married and had the family, did she work? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you know what denomination that was? 

A. Church of Scotland. 

 

Q. Was that a regular thing every Sunday or? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, every Sunday. 

 

Q. Were they interested in politics at all? 

A. Not to my knowledge, nothing that wasn't discussed really. 
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Q. Do you know if they used their vote? Did they vote? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> I don't know really. I really don't know, don't remember whether they voted or not. 

 

Q. If they had any spare time, what would be their spare time activities? Did they have any hobbies or 
sports or anything like that? 

A. Oh climbing for my father, climbing. Oh that was the great hobby, yes. My mother wasn't of course, 
didn't, she had just her family. Climbing was my father's hobby. 

 

Q. And did he just go himself? 

A. He was a member of the mountaineering club, The Alpine Club. He was a real, proper mountaineer, not 
just a walker. 

 

Q. So did he go away for week-ends sometimes? 

A. Yes, they went abroad occasionally, the Alps of course for The Alpine Club I suppose. 

 

Q. Was your mother in any church organizations, the Women's Guild or? <..pause..> 

A. No, not to my knowledge. 

 

Q. Now the first house that you can remember as a child, that would be in Rutherglen, wouldn't it? 

A. Yes, Burnside. 

 

Q. Can you describe it? How many rooms did it have and the furniture, things like that? 

A. Em. <..pause..> Wait 'til, I think it'd be about seven, I think it'd be about seven. It was a terraced house. 

 

Q. And was there an inside toilet or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes, yes. 

 

Q. <..pause..> And bathroom, as well? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What about washing arrangements, to do the washing itself? Was there an outside wash-house or was 
it? <..pause..> 

A. I remember we had a washer woman in my young days. Away back to that! There was a wash-house 
with a boiler but that's going way back. I paid no attention to that. 

 

Q. So she did all the washing then, all the family's washing? 

A. She must have, yes, I don't remember my mother doing washing. I suppose she must have done odd 
things but, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did your mother have anybody else in to help or was it just with the washing? 

A. Oh it was the days when we had a wee maid. 

 

Q. You had a maid? Was that? <..pause..> 

A. Most people in those days had wee maids. 

 

Q. Was that live-in? 

A. Yes, she lived-in. Be a young girl I suppose. 

 

Q. Have you any idea how much your mother paid her? Wages? 

A. Haven't the slightest idea, no idea. I've often wondered that. 
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Q. Did she, would she look after you as children as well? Would that be part of her? <..pause..> 

A. No, I think she must have done the housework. 

 

Q. Just the housework? 

A. I don't really remember what she did. 

 

Q. I see. What about your father? Was he helpful to your mother? Any jobs around the house or looking 
after the children, would he do things like that? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> I don't really know. 

 

Q. Would he ever take you out as children? 

A. Oh yes, we were taken walks, oh yes, taken walks. I don't remember him doing any housework, he may 
have of course! 

 

Q. Em, <..pause..> yourself. Did you have set tasks to do around the house? Jobs in the house to do? 

A. No we just had to be tidy. 

 

Q. Now meals as a child. What sort of things did you have to eat in those days? Did you have a cook or did 
the girl do the cooking? 

A. No, just this young girl. 

 

Q. Did she do the cooking as well? 

A. She must have done the cooking I think. I think she must have. 

 

Q. What sort of, what was the food fare like in those days? 

A. Porridge! 

 

Q. Porridge? 

A. Porridge, whether you wanted it or not, you had porridge. I think that was about all, tea I suppose. I 
suppose it was tea or, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Soups, was there a lot of soups? 

A. Oh yes we had soup, soup, meat and pudding. Just the usual, for dinner I mean. 

 

Q. Do you know where your parents did their shopping? Was it mostly corner shops, local shops? 

A. No, they used to deliver things in those days. The messages were delivered, I think, from Rutherglen. 
They phoned up and asked what you wanted in those days and then delivered them. 

 

Q. So did your mother very rarely actually go out shopping? 

A. I don't remember her going out shopping at all. 

 

Q. It would always be in Rutherglen then? She wouldn't? <..pause..> 

A. There weren't any shops in Burnside at that time. Just an odd dairy, I think. 

 

Q. Now family activities. Were birthdays and Christmas, New Year, Easter, Hallow'een were these all 
celebrated when you were a child or were they? <..pause..> 

A. Not much. A Christmas present; a wee one had a wee birthday present. That was the extent of it. 
Nothing much, nothing much. 

 

Q. No parties or? <..pause..> 

A. Eh, <..pause..> a party, if you were asked out you returned it. 
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Q. What about Hogmanay, was that a big occasion? 

A. Not especially really. We weren't, we didn't drink much. I mean there was never any, there was drink in 
the house but we never had any. Emergencies I suppose. 

 

Q. There wasn't any party at New Year or something? 

A. No, no. There were never any big parties. 

 

Q. Now, you were saying your father would take you out walks and such like, did your parents in general 
participate in play with you as children? 

A. Not particularly. We just played outside with the other children. 

 

Q. What about books? Did you have a lot of books at home? 

A. Plenty. Mostly the classics. 

 

Q. So you were quite ardent readers then? 

A. We had all Scott's, <..pause..> I remember but I'm afraid we didn't read them all. 

 

Q. Now family outings. Would it be a special outing to go and visit neighbours, friends, relations, this sort of 
thing? Was that quite a big thing? 

A. Very little, very little. 

 

Q. What about holidays, did you get holidays? 

A. Oh yes, down maybe to Arran or something like that. No foreign holidays, no foreign holidays, no. 

 

Q. And would that be the whole family, would you all go? 

A. Yes. That was in the days of sort of; sometimes I think it was rooms with attendance and that sort of 
thing. It was quite common in those days. 

 

Q. Rooms with attendance? 

A. Yes you would maybe have a room and you'd get, you'd get board and the landlady would cook for you. 
That sort of thing, it was fairly common in the young days. 

 

Q. I think I did hear about it, yes. What about, <..pause..> were you ever taken to a wedding when you were 
a child? 

A. I don't think so, I don't remember going to a wedding. 

 

Q. Now a Sunday. How would you spend a typical Sunday? 

A. Well we had to go to church in the morning. That was a matter of course. 

 

Q. Sunday School? 

A. Yes, went to Sunday School. 

 

Q. Was that in the morning as well? 

A. That was the afternoon. 

 

Q. What about any other eh, <..pause..> Band of Hope or? <..pause..> 

A. No, we didn't go to anything else. 

 

Q. Did you have different clothes to wear on a Sunday? Was that? <..pause..> 

A. Sunday clothes, yes, oh yes. Good clothes, the best ones. 
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Q. Did you have to change out of them afterwards? 

A. Oh yes, yes, you came out of them. You just put them on for Sundays. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to play outside on Sundays? 

A. No I don't think we did and we weren't allowed to do - we were allowed to knit for the forces but I don't 
remember doing fancy knitting. I don't remember playing outside on a Sunday either. 

 

Q. Did you go for walks on Sundays? 

A. Oh yes, walking was allowed, yes. 

 

Q. So would you say religion was quite important as a child? 

A. Well, just the fact that we went to church and we went to Sunday School and that was that. 

 

Q. Who did you play with as a child? Would it just be your brothers, was it two brothers and one sister or 
would there be neighbour’s children and that as well? 

A. Oh yes, yes, <..pause..> 

 

Q. You just all played together? 

A. <..pause..> We all played together yes. 

 

Q. Were you ever discouraged to play with certain children or were you just free to play with whoever you 
wanted? 

A. No, never. Just anybody we wanted. 

 

Q. What kind of games did you play as children? 

A. Oh! Peever, Skipping Ropes, a thing called Ball Beds. I don't know whether it's ever remembered now 
or not, Ball Beds. 

 

Q. It's been mentioned a few times. <..pause..> 

A. Has it been mentioned? 

 

Q. Mmm, <..pause..> similar to Peever but with a ball? Is that right? 

A. Yes, they stotted it. Played at games across the road, you know stotting. There was no traffic of course 
in those days. You could run about out on the road. 

 

Q. Did you play with, did you have a lot of toys as such to play with or was it mostly just imagination 
games? 

A. No, no, no we didn't really have a great variety. 

 

Q. Your free time after school then and week-ends, was that to do with as you pleased or did you have to 
do certain things, chores or things first? 

A. We had no house chores. We had our homework of course to do. 

 

Q. Did you yourself have any hobbies? Did you collect things or fishing or? <..pause..> 

A. Well, we went to swimming of course. We were sent to the swimming baths to be taught swimming in 
our early days. 

 

Q. Was that every week you would go then? 

A. Yes, I think we went most Saturday mornings. 

 

Q. Was that just because your parents wanted you to go? 
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A. Yes, they were, <..pause..> 

 

Q. It wasn't through the school or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh no they were fairly advanced in that idea, learning to swim. 

 

Q. Youth organizations? Guides or Brownies? 

A. None, none, no. Don't know why. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the pictures, or theatres, concerts, that sort of thing? 

A. Very rarely, I wasn't at pictures 'til I was quite old, quite I mean, <..pause..> older. 

 

Q. So would you get regular pocket money? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> no, no we didn't. 

 

Q. If you were going somewhere, would you just get money for it? 

A. We'd just get money for it, yes. 

 

Q. What did you spend it on? 

A. Ah! I suppose it would be sweeties, if we got an odd penny or two, it would be a few sweeties I think, 
that's about all. 

 

Q. Right now, your school days. Before you started school, were you given any lessons like say, <..pause..> 
learn to write your name or things like that? Before you started school? 

A. Well, we had a governess, we were considered too young to go into school, to town, at that time, so we 
had a governess for; I was four I think? This lady went round quite a number of the young people and 
taught them in the various houses until we were old enough to be considered suitable to go to school by 
ourselves. 

 

Q. I see so what age would that be? 

A. I was four when I went to her and then I didn't go to school 'til I was eight because my sister was old 
enough to take me by that time. 

 

Q. So was that in the house then, you had this? <..pause..> 

A. In variously different people's houses, we went to another person's house. 

 

Q. Would it be small numbers or was it quite a few? 

A. There were just the three of us and then the lady went on to another house with another little group I 
presume. 

 

Q. So how did you like that? Would you have preferred to have gone to school or did you? <..pause..> 

A. I don't remember. My father thought that was not enough, wasn't good enough teaching really, well the 
teaching was alright but not mixing with other people, other children. Not very encouraging maybe. 

 

Q. Was that quite common within your area then? 

A. It seemed to be yes, our friends did that. 

 

Q. Now, so you started school, going to school when you were eight? What school was that then? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> Glasgow High School for Girls. 

 

Q. The High School? 

A. Glasgow High School, yes. 

 



 257 

Q. What did you think of school then after having been taught at? <..pause..> 

A. I suppose we just took it as a matter of course. 

 

Q. What about the teachers then? Were they quite strict, some of them? 

A. Oh they were strict, yes. No first names. 

 

Q. What about punishments, were they used at all? 

A. Well, sometimes we were kept in or got extra lessons to do at home. No belts. 

 

Q. No belts? 

A. No belts, no I never saw a belt there. 

 

Q. What sort of subjects did you get then at school? 

A. Em. <..pause..> Not, <..pause..> just all the general subjects: English, Maths, French, German, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And how did it fit in with you having been taught at home with the governess? 

A. Oh I was, <..pause..> advanced in some things and behind in others. 

 

Q. So did boys and girls get taught together? Did they get the same subjects? 

A. It was just a girls’ school. 

 

Q. Right. Did you have a uniform? 

A. No, a school uniform? No, no just the gym tunic. 

 

Q. You say that your sister took you to school. How did you go to school? Was it walking? 

A. Tram car. 

 

Q. Tram car? What were the hours? Were they just the same hours then as they are now? 

A. I think they must have been nine 'til four or something like that. 

 

Q. So how long did you carry on at that girls' High School then? 

A. I went right through that to the end 'til I was up in the Highers. 

 

Q. What age would that be? 

A. I was, <..pause..> now I was ill for a while so I was missed a bit, I was up, <..pause..> let me see, 1920, I 
was eighteen. 

 

Q. Eighteen? So was that your education finished then at eighteen? 

A. That was schooling finished, yes. 

 

Q. And what did you do then? 

A. I went to the Domestic Science College. 

 

Q. Right, was that what you intended to do? Had you left at eighteen with intentions of going to this? 

A. No, I hadn't decided, I don't think they knew what to do with me or what I should do! Anyway, that was 
suggested so we just did that. 

 

Q. So how long were you at that then? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> let me see, I would say just about nine months I think it would be. It was a Housekeepers 
and Institutional Housekeepers I took. 
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Q. And that took about nine months? 

A. That would take about nine months. 

 

Q. And was that like attending college now on a daily basis, Monday to Friday? <..pause..> Nine 'til four or 
something? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, oh yes, just a daily attendance, yes. 

 

Q. And what did you do for money then? 

A. Do you mean paying the college? 

 

Q. Yes? <..pause..> 

A. These were all paid by my father. 

 

Q. I see. Did you get an allowance or something? 

A. No, he must just have paid it all. I took nothing to do with the payment. He must have paid it all. 

 

Q. So what happened after the nine months then? You left there? <..pause..> 

A. I left there, took a job as a cook for a year. 

 

Q. Was that institutional catering or? <..pause..> 

A. Eh no, <..pause..> it was a nursing home, it was a private nursing home. They must have advertised on 
the board at the college for a cook and I thought I would just try that. Which I did. 

 

Q. So was that live-in or? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, living-in, yes. 

 

Q. What were your hours like then? 

A. I don't really remember; couldn't tell you what they did. Must have had our times off and just done the 
cooking and then, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was it far from your home? 

A. It was in Langside, it was the other side of the town. 

 

Q. So your time off, did you just go home? 

A. Just went home, yes. I must have had certain times off. I really don't remember how much we had off. 

 

Q. So what did your job involve then there? 

A. Em, <..pause..> cooking, just. 

 

Q. Just the cooking? 

A. Cooking for the patients and a small staff. 

 

Q. Can you remember your wage? 

A. No, no idea what I got. 

 

Q. What were your quarters like, your live-in quarters? Was it a room you got? 

A. I shared with the junior nurse, I was very young, be just, what was I? Nineteen. And the junior nurse 
was just a young eighteen or nineteen year old so we shared a room. 

 

Q. And what did you think of that? Had you shared a room before, a bedroom before, at home? 

A. Oh not, <..pause..> well my sister and I in early days of course. That was all. 
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Q. How did you feel about that then? 

A. I don't suppose I minded very much, don't remember that. 

 

Q. Now, <..pause..> what was your social life like then? Did you go out at nights a lot then? 

A. Very rarely. No, I don't remember going out to, <..pause..> no pictures or anything of that sort or visiting. 

 

Q. What did you do with your leisure time, you know, what was? <..pause..> 

A. We must just, by the time the lessons were done, it was just, I suppose we would just read. I don't 
remember playing anything special. 

 

Q. What about when you were the cook at Langside, did you just go to your room? 

A. No, we just eh, <..pause..> you know we had a common sitting-room. We were all quite friendly with the 
nurses and that. 

 

Q. But you didn't go out much? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. How long were you at Langside then? 

A. A year, about a year. 

 

Q. And what was the next move? 

A. Then I moved onto Larbert Institution, I don't know if you know it, the National, <..pause..> for mental 
defectives. I don't know why I went there. 

 

Q. The R.S.N.H., in Larbert? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> it was a Royal National Institution. 

 

Q. The Royal Scottish National Hospital, the R.S.N.H.? 

A. That's right, yes, I hadn't thought of it by it's letters. I went there for a year. I think it was kind of 
housekeeper they called it. It was kind of - they called you assistant matron but that was, really was just 
a young housekeeper. 

 

Q. So was that much the same as Langside? 

A. Oh no, I wasn't cooking there. They had cooks and all sorts of things, all sorts of different, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What was your job then, what did you do there? 

A. Just really housekeeping. 

 

Q. Just like cleaning, that sort of thing? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> or managing and taking the meals, I mean supervising the meals with the different people, 
the patients and things. 

 

Q. So that was a bit further away surely, for you? 

A. Yes! 

 

Q. Do you remember were your wages better or the same? <..pause..> 

A. No idea what I got paid, I don't know what I got paid there at all. No recollection of that. 

 

Q. Was your room much the same as well? 

A. Yes, I had a single room, yes I had a room to myself, I had a room to myself yes. 
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Q. Did you go home mostly on your days off? 

A. Not the days off, it wasn't worthwhile, I went home if I had a week-end off. That sort of thing. 

 

Q. So how did you like that work then? 

A. No, I decided that wasn't for me. 

 

Q. How long were you there? 

A. I was there about a year. 

 

Q. Another year? What did you do then? 

A. That's when I started nursing. You couldn't start you see until you were twenty in my day. You had to be 
twenty before you started. 

 

Q. So had you always, had you decided a while ago that you had wanted to do that? 

A. No I just thought that, I just thought that it would be quite nice to do. 

 

Q. Of course you had been working with the nurses in the? <..pause..> 

A. Yes and I went to the nurses lectures when I was free, just as a matter of interest. 

 

Q. Right. So what type of nursing then? Was that general nursing? <..pause..> 

A. That was general nursing to begin with. 

 

Q. So where did you start then? Did you have to apply? 

A. I applied, yes. 

 

Q. Whereabouts did you apply to? 

A. That was the Western Infirmary, Glasgow. 

 

Q. Now what course did you start then? Was that student nursing or pupil nursing? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> I don't know what's the different, <..pause..> they call them, it was <..pause..> the complete 
training, the four years training. It was four years. It was three years for State Registration but if you 
wanted the hospital certificate, you did four years. 

 

Q. I see. 

A. Most people did four years. 

 

Q. I think it's three years now. 

A. That was the, <..pause..> you got the, you were a general, State Registered. 

 

Q. So you were accepted into that hospital? 

A. Oh yes, yes. 

 

Q. Is that where you did all your training then or were you sent other places? 

A. Oh I did my general training there and then I went on to a maternity hospital at Rottenrow for midwifery. 
That was after you were State Registered. 

 

Q. So is that what you specialized in, midwifery? 

A. No, no I just took that to complete the training. 

 

Q. Now what year would that be? That would be 1922, is that right? 
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A. 1925 - '29 at the Western. 

 

Q. '25 - '29, right. Now to go back a bit, the First World War, you would have been twelve when it started, is 
that right? 

A. Yes, yes I'd be twelve. 

 

Q. Have you any recollections of that, in the sense that, did it affect your life at all or family life then? 

A. Well it would because my brother fought in the First World War, yes, they were both in the army. 

 

Q. Your brothers? 

A. My brothers, yes, of course they were a good bit older than I was. And then my eldest brother was 
missing for a while in Russia but turned up again. So I remember that of course. 

 

Q. What about; now; <..pause..> did they ration then? 

A. Oh yes, there'd be rationing. Don't remember very much about that because I was just a schoolgirl of 
course. 

 

Q. It was just with your brothers being away, you recall that? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. I see. Now your training then as a nurse. Looking back did you feel it was adequate? 

A. I think so. 

 

Q. Was it mostly practical or was there academic work as well? 

A. Oh there were lectures of course, lectures too. They needed that for the state exams. 

 

Q. You would live-in then? 

A. Oh yes, yes I lived-in. You couldn't live out. 

 

Q. Was that a room to yourself? Did you get a single room then? 

A. Yes, yes I had a room to myself. 

 

Q. Rules and regulations then, were they quite strict? 

A. Very strict, very strict, yes. 

 

Q. Did you have to be in by a certain time at nights? 

A. Yes, an evening pass was six 'til ten, you had to be in by ten and twice a month you got 'til eleven. 

 

Q. Twice a month! Did you start going out at nights then or were you still staying at home? 

A. Very rarely, no, we usually stayed in. I could go home when I was off; I was quite near home. 

 

Q. Now, who exactly trained you? Did you have somebody that you were directly under that did most of 
your practical training? Was it matron? <..pause..> 

A. There was a matron but then there were ward sisters too. A ward sister for each, male and female. 

 

Q. So was it just whichever ward you were in, the ward sister or the matron? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, they looked after you, saw that you were trained. 

 

Q. I see. How did you get on in general with them all? Were they quite amiable? 

A. Alright I think. No special upstarts! 
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Q. Was it shift work then? 

A. Oh we just had our regular times off, morning, afternoon, or evening. That was all arranged for you. 

 

Q. Was there sort of night duty, early shift, late shift, this sort of thing? 

A. Night duty, yes. A month on at night at a time. 

 

Q. A month? 

A. You were on for a month, yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember your wages when you were training? 

A. Oh yes, I remember that! Twenty pounds, I began at. Twenty, <..pause..> 

 

Q. That was your first year? 

A. Twenty, twenty-five, thirty and thirty-five. For four years. Of course your board, board and lodgings in 
addition to that. 

 

Q. How did you manage then with being paid, were you paid yearly? Were you actually paid yearly or was 
there? <..pause..> 

A. Oh it wouldn't be yearly. I can't remember how we were paid now. It must have been monthly I think. I 
think it must have been monthly. 

 

Q. Was that yours then or did you have to give money to your parents? 

A. No, no, that was ours, it was used for stockings and things like that I suppose. 

 

Q. Did you have to buy your uniform yourself? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> yes. At the beginning we had. We got a list of things to be bought. 

 

Q. I see. Did you get any allowances like? If you were on night shift, did you get night shift? <..pause..> 

A. Extra money? Oh no. No, oh no. Nothing extra, no. 

 

Q. It was just the same. Did you get holidays with pay? 

A. Eh yes, <..pause..> we must have, must have had pay for holidays? Can't remember what happened 
about that. I suppose we must have. 

 

Q. If you were off sick, did you get paid? 

A. Oh we must have got paid, yes, because, <..pause..> there would be nothing deducted if you were sick. 

 

Q. Now, would you have a union then? Were you in a Trade Union at all then? 

A. Well, I finally joined the College of Nursing but that was after I had finished my training of course. I still 
am a member, a life member. 

 

Q. Now a typical working day but then that would vary depending on the wards you were in eh, <..pause..> 
was it basically patient care or did you have to do things like scrub floors, clean out the sluice room? 
<..pause..> 

A. We didn't scrub floors, we brushed them but we didn't scrub them. We had women for polishing them. 

 

Q. So you did mostly patient care, that was the main thing? 

A. Oh yes, we tidied lockers and brushed the floors. 

 

Q. What wards were there in the hospital that you worked in, you did your training in? Was it just the 
normal, different wards; chest wards, terminal diseases, maternity wards, that sort of thing? How was it 
split? 
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A. Well there was no maternity work there of course but general medical and surgical and ear, nose and 
throat and that sort of thing. They moved you from one to the other at intervals. No children of course. 

 

Q. No children? 

A. No, they went to the sick children's hospital up 'til twelve I think, they did that. At twelve they were at the 
general hospital. 

 

Q. So were the wards segregated at all? 

A. Do you mean, in what way do you mean, men and women? 

 

Q. Uh-huh. 

A. Oh no. Men and women separately, separate wards. 

 

Q. Were there wards for terminal diseases? Were they kept? <..pause..> 

A. We never had any terminal diseases - a special place at all. If anybody died we just removed them. 

 

Q. Was there a sort of average as to how many patients in a ward then? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> well it was all of course the open wards, none of the cubical kind of thing. There'd be 
about maybe eleven up each side, maybe about twenty-two, about ten or eleven up each side, roughly. 

 

Q. So you yourself, what sort of illnesses did you treat then? What was the common thing of people in 
hospital then? Can you think? 

A. Oh all sorts of things. Far too many to think of, all sorts of things. Of course medical and surgical 
separate. 

 

Q. Diseases, what were the prevalent things then? 

A. Oh nothing of course infectious. 

 

Q. Nothing infectious? 

A. No, we wouldn't have anything infectious unless possibly in the skin ward but nothing in the general 
medical or surgical wards. 

 

Q. Did you never have anybody that developed an infectious disease where you had to maybe do barrier 
nursing or something like that? 

A. No, I don't remember ever doing that, no. 

 

Q. Was there another hospital for infectious diseases? 

A. Oh yes, they would go to, I don't know which one, would it be Belvedere? I forget now some of these 
older hospitals. The infectious diseases hospital would take them. They would never be admitted to the 
general hospital. 

 

Q. Right, so there was no need for any type of barrier nursing, was there? 

A. No, no I don't remember anything of that kind. 

 

Q. How did nurses get on with doctors then? 

A. Do you mean the senior doctors or the junior ones? 

 

Q. Probably the senior ones? 

A. Oh the senior, oh yes, we were very, <..pause..> 

 

Q. <..pause..> In awe? 

A. A little bit, yes, yes. 
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Q. How did they treat nurses then? 

A. Quite nicely, there were no complaints about that, no, quite nicely. 

 

Q. So were there many female doctors and male nurses then? 

A. Oh no male nurses, oh dear no. And not very many female students if any. I can't remember, I think 
they were all male as far as I remember. 

 

Q. I see. So, did you enjoy your training? 

A. Yes, it was quite pleasant, had it's ups and downs like everything else I suppose! 

 

Q. So you took the year midwifery then? 

A. Yes, that was six months midwifery in those days. What did I do after that? Oh and then I went to the, 
<..pause..> I took the health visitor's certificate. That was through Glasgow Corporation. It used to be 
Glasgow Corporation, I don't know what they call it now. 

 

Q. I've no idea? 

A. Anyway it was Glasgow Corporation. 

 

Q. And then what did you do then - a health visitor? Is that what you? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, I took that and then I went to the school health service and I stayed there 'til I retired. 

 

Q. So was that just - how did that work? Were you travelling round the schools or? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, yes you did clinic work; all the different treatment of the children who came to the clinic and also 
went out doing visits to absentees and such like. 

 

Q. Was that visits to peoples' homes? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. So what sort of things did you check on? What was your job then as? <..pause..> 

A. Oh well we had, <..pause..> the clinic had skin treatment, eye treatment, ear treatment. And they had 
artificial sun-light and eye testing, all these things. 

 

Q. And when you went out to peoples’ homes? <..pause..> 

A. It was mostly just to check why they hadn't come back if it was something that they wanted to follow up. 
To see what was wrong that they hadn't returned. 

 

Q. So, now, all through that time then when you were doing the nursing, did you still live at home or was 
home your base or did you move out of the home or? <..pause..> 

A. For the health visiting it was at home. Oh you lived at home for that. It was a nine-to-five really. 

 

Q. So that you never moved out and got a place of your own or anything like? 

A. Oh no, I never did that, no. 

 

Q. What about your social life then, did it change? Did you take an interest in maybe politics or anything 
like that? 

A. No, I'm not particularly interested in politics. Just generally. I mean I listen and keep up-to-date but I'm 
not particularly interested. 

 

Q. So your interests didn't change much? <..pause..> 

A. No. 
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Q. <..pause..> They were just much the same as they had been before. I see. Now, the Second World War. 
What would you have been doing in the Second World War? 

A. Well, we were attached to various places in case of emergencies. You had to go and you had to sleep, 
at certain times go and sleep at a First Aid Station in case there was an air raid. Fortunately we didn't 
have one. 

 

Q. So where were you, where were you sent? Just round and about Glasgow? 

A. Yes, I was at, off Woodlands Road and that area, Woodlands Road area. And then I was at Townhead 
area for a wee while. You just went where you were sent. 

 

Q. And was that for the whole of the Second World War, all the years? 

A. Yes, they wouldn't let, I wanted, thought I would join the forces and maybe go abroad. They wouldn't 
take me unless I resigned from the Corporation. Because they wanted to keep their nurses in case of an 
air raid in the city. I suppose that was the idea. I can see the idea for that, they wouldn't want no nurses 
in the city. But I didn't feel like resigning my, resigning at that age. 

 

Q. So was it just much, your job went on much the same but you just went where you were told to go 
basically? 

A. Yes, yes, you mean for the war years? Yes, yes, although I was only in the two different places. 

 

Q. Now the community that you lived in then, if neighbours were ill or confined to bed, did everybody help 
one another out? Both as you were growing up and in your working years as well. Was there a 
community spirit, would you say? 

A. I suppose they helped. I don't remember ever going to help anybody but I suppose they would do if 
anybody was in difficulties. 

 

Q. Now I needn't ask you about medical care at that time seeing you were a nurse yourself! Well, when 
you were a child, can you think what medical care was like then? If there was an illness in the family 
was it automatic just to call the doctor or would you try? <..pause..> 

A. Oh you had your own, you had your own doctor. Of course there was no health service, you had your 
own, <..pause..> it was always the same one. I suppose he would be paid just. 

 

Q. Yes, I was going to ask about was he just paid per visit or whatever? 

A. I suppose he would be paid. It was what they called the family doctor in those days. 

 

Q. Now where you lived, did all the people have the same standard of living or would you say there was 
quite an obvious difference in standards of living? 

A. No, we were all more or less the same I should think. The same sort of, I don't know what you would 
call it, educational standard? 

 

Q. So all in all then, would you say it was quite a friendly neighbourhood? 

A. Oh yes, yes. 
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1902 Biscuit Factory Worker; Home Help 

 
Interviewee Code S3 
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Interview Sharon Little 
Transcribed by Eilean Burgess 
 

Q. When were you born? 

A. I was born in 1902. 28
th
 December, 1902. 

 

Q. Whereabouts were you born? 

A. 155 Cumberland Street, Gorbals, Glasgow. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. Well we couldnae have lived long, because I was eighteen month, my mother said, when we all went 
down to Ayr. We lived in Ayr for eight year, come back to Glasgow, when I was eight. That was like 
nearly, oh well it would be, six, I was eight, that would be ten years or something, between eight and ten 
years. 

 

Q. And you lived in Glasgow all the rest of time? 

A. The rest of the time, yes. 

 

Q. And you were in Ayr? 

A. For about, <..pause..> eighteen months, and I was eight when I came back, that's about six years. 

 

Q. Whereabouts did you live in Glasgow after you came back? 

A. My father couldn't get work. He was a credit draper. It is all credit now, it was a rare thing to have credit 
drapers, sold clothing and such like. He was with his brother, they'd a shop in Oxford Street, Glasgow. 
That petered out, and he was a dock labourer when he ended up, a dock labourer in Glasgow, from that 
time he come up and started. He worked in Ayr for a wee while at the docks, but I think there was 
something about not being, <..pause..> There werenae unions, and they started a union and he was a 
great spokesman, but the union petered out. You know they didnae acknowledge unions at that time, it 
was only the start. I think it was later years, way back, I don't know I'd be about fifteen or something, I 
don't know what date that was. Fifteen that would be 19, <..pause..> 16, 17 or 18. Then that was when 
Labour started to show their nose, you know, at that time, they started up. But the docks were union. 
The factory I worked in was non-union, I was never ever in a union there. I was in the union when I went 
to the home help. Became a union member then. You had to be, they took the money off you every 
week. And that was it. And they were recognized then. 

 

Q. How much of a family did you belong to, did you have a lot of brothers and sisters? 

A. Five sisters and one brother, and he was drowned at the Heads of Ayr. He was in the First World War, 
and come back, couldn't get a job. They couldnae get jobs when they come back from the First World 
War. And they got twenty-six week's pay and after that there was nothing, they had to get whatever they 
could live on, from what they picked up as a job, carrying baggages or anything like that. 

 

Q. What can you remember about your parents house in the Gorbals? 

A. Nothing 

 

Q. What about in Ayrshire? 

A. Yes we lived in a few houses in Ayr. We were in Pleasantfield Road in Ayr. And we were in Russell 
Street in Ayr, we'd a two room and kitchen there. And my father couldn't get work up here, and we come 
up to a brother of my father's, but my mother had to sell off all her good stuff, for to feed us. Because 
there were nothing, you got nothing, as long as you had a good house, and could sell anything, that's 
what you were supposed to do. So she sold all her good stuff, <..pause..> for to feed you. 
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Q. You were saying your father was a credit draper, so what was that? 

A. That's like people wanting a suit, or that and paying it up. So much a week. 

 

Q. And he was a labourer after that? 

A. Yes he was a labourer at the docks. 

 

Q. Do you know how much he got paid for that? 

A. Oh I don't know. They used to get a pound a night. Like if they got a night shift. But then it was a snap 
shot, they didnae get a whole week's work, they got one, maybe one night. I think it was about a pound 
they got. 

 

Q. And do you know how your father got involved with unions? 

A. It was just that he started to get something up to fight for the worker, that kind of thing, you see. He was 
a good speaker, he could speak, but then he lost his job through it. Unions werenae recognized. 

 

Q. He actually lost his job because, he was? <..pause..> 

A. In the union. Aye, well that's many years ago. 

 

Q. Do you remember going to see him speaking at anything? 

A. No. No, no. No, no. But he was a Burns man. He could read Burns from end to end. We used to go, my 
mother and I used to go away to the country just, <..pause..> to my sister, when she went there, they had 
to go again, the Second World War, <..pause..> no the, <..pause..> Aye it was the Second World War. 1945, 
<..pause..> that was during the Second World War. When my brother-in-law, before they were married, 
when he came back from the War they had no work either, they had to go and hunt for jobs and he went 
out to the - a wee place, I don't know whether - Castlecary, do you know Castlecary? No, well it's out in 
Cumbernauld, well out that way. And he had to come and go and get a job there. Now and again when 
you had no money or anything like that, you'd nothing, what you could sell you sold for to keep yourself. 

 

Q. Can you remember if your mother worked before she got married? 

A. She belonged to Wigtownshire. 

 

Q. Really? 

A. Yes, and she was in service, you know, she, <..pause..> had five brothers I think and four sisters, and 
they all went into service and married. <..pause..> My mother and father were married in Whithorn. Do 
you know it? 

 

Q. Yes, uh-huh. 

A. Well in Whithorn, and then they came to Glasgow. That is when they first came to Glasgow, came to 
Cumberland Street in Glasgow. Because my father's brother was in the drapery line, like, and he come 
up to him for a job, he got the house and that. He worked with him. He'd two or three brothers too, but 
he'd only one sister. 

 

Q. Did your parents go to church? 

A. Well, yes, but eh, <..pause..> no' dedicated you know, they werenae, <..pause..> they were Protestants. 

 

Q. You were saying your father was interested in politics, but was your mother? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What did your parents do in their spare time, if they had any spare time? 

A. My parents? My mother used to knit, home knitting, and she used to knit for people. And she got paid 
for it of course. We were all kind of, <..pause..> knitting, I'd a knitting machine at the wind [wynd?] up 
there. I knitted quite a lot, all my sisters knitted, knitted all our own cardigans and that kind of thing. 
That's the only spare thing they ever done, but my mother did knit a lot, she was good with her hands. 
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And she was a good sewer and we had a machine and everything, she made our clothes and that type 
of thing. And then she'd sisters, one sister was a dressmaker, one of her sisters. And then one of her 
daughters was a dressmaker, but they were all down in Whithorn, you know. 

 

Q. What about you father, what did he do in his spare time? 

A. Nothing really, you know, just sat and perused the paper and read Burns, that kind of thing. Well he 
knew Burns all through, like he was a Burnsite. He used to be, when he worked at the Dock, and it was 
the on the 25th of January they had him reciting poems and that kind of thing. They used to say that 
they didnae go down and look for Willie Milby, they looked for Rabbie Burns, and it was my father. But 
he never was a member of a club or anything like that. See he was about thirty-nine or something when 
he got married, well I think he was in Wales before that, I just don't know, but I think he was in Wales 
before that. And then he would have a lot of time to read and Burns, he was interested in Burns and that 
was it. 

 

Q. Do you know what union he actually belonged to, do you know what the name of it was? 

A. I think it was the TUC, I think. If it existed then, I just don't know. I know that in the factory they used to 
come round to get, try and get you to join the union, but they never ever got in our factory anyway. 
Maybe some they did, you know. But it didnae take on. 

 

Q. Were your parents interested in sport, did they do any sport? 

A. Sport? No. At that time it was theatre and pictures. Theatre mostly, my mother and my sisters we all 
went there, you know, plays, Darwood Lillie plays and that kind of thing, in the Metropole in Glasgow, 
then the Colosseum and the Empire, that was your entertainment. No radio, no television. 

 

Q. Right, so it was the theatre? 

A. Theatre, pictures. 

 

Q. What sort of memories do you have of going with your mum? 

A. Going with my mother? We used to go, well I mean my sister, as I told you, my brother-in-law got a job 
in a brickwork in Allandale, Castlecary way. Stein was the brick owners, he'd two sons, Allan and 
Norman, and he'd a row of cottages, Allandale and a row of cottages Normandale, after his two sons, 
but it was hard work, sweaty work, it was terrible hard work. They were in kilns you know, bricks and 
that. My sister used to have change waiting for her husband every break he had. They werenae far 
away from their work, came down got changed and away back up again. Sweat lashing off him. 
Sweated labour. 

 

Q. What can you remember about the houses you used to stay in, when you were young? 

A. Well it was always just a room and kitchen, and that. But we ended up in Bellahouston area. A new 
house. They were old buildings you know, ready for coming down, that we were in when we came to 
Glasgow. But you had to get in somewhere to get a house, and that was it, you took it. And then we got 
into the corporation, got our names taken and got in there. 

 

Q. And your mother did all of the housework? 

A. Yes, but then when we got up we all helped. And we would take our turn of doing this that and the next 
thing, scrubbing the floors, scrubbing a table, cleaning a fire place, and all these kind of things. Well we 
were all girls, and we took a turn, each got a bit, you know, something to do. 

 

Q. Did you have a particular job to do round the house? 

A. Well you ended up in a room and kitchen, and you had just to scrub and keep it clean, toilets and that 
kind of thing. We'd a toilet in the house, every house didnae have a toilet, but we had one. We just took, 
you did this thing whatever it was, you'd to scrub floors and that, and then you got a wee bit better off, 
you got the carpet. I don't know if I'm interesting you or not. 

 

Q. What do you remember about wash days? 

A. There used to be a steam wash-house, we went to the 'Steamie' and we used to, there was a steam 
wash-house, was up in Kinning Park. We lived down that way, Plantation Way, and you went to, 
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<..pause..> You used to have, book your two hours or three hours or whatever you wanted, went in, but 
before that you'd to wait, and all the baths were all lined up round about and you, <..pause..> whoever 
came out and you were next, you went in. And then they had what they called advance booking and you 
took, you went up and booked your two hours or your three hours, whatever you wanted. I remember 
one time we went in; at Christmas time and New Year time, you always had everything spick and span, 
<..pause..> at five minutes to twelve you run, went down with the ashes, and we booked into the 
'Steamie'. Was open all night four to six in the morning, two hours and then went to our work after that. 
That was many years ago. Well you'd a wash-house where you lived, you'd a wash-house at the back 
door, but it was, you'd to stoke it up and all that kind of thing and then the 'Steamies' come up. And then 
all day you were washing. At least you were preparing and then, but the 'Steamie' you just went and 
took your bath of clothing and washed them and come back and hang them out. 

 

Q. So did you have to pay for that? 

A. Oh yes. Oh yes, you had to pay for it. I cannae remember what you paid, but you had so much an hour. 
And then you could, if you'd a washing board, you could rent one, that kind of thing, but you took you 
own. You took all your own things like that. But you could do that. 

 

Q. You were saying your mother made and knitted a lot of your clothes, so did you get many new clothes? 

A. No, made them down, you know, clothes down and that. Any odd remnants she'd pick up and made 
them out of that. Oh, she used to have piles and piles of wool a big table full of wool that she knitted, for 
neighbours and that. The wee shop that she used to go and get her patterns in - she says, "Oh you knit 
them Mrs. Milby?" She says, "Yes.” "Oh," she says, "I have a daughter in Canada with two children," 
she says, "I wonder would you knit something for them?" She says, "Certainly." Course she paid her for 
it. That is what she was doing it for, payment. That was always an extra shilling or two. 

 

Q. What was your father like round the house? Did he help? 

A. He was a bookworm, and he just read books. But you see my mother and I used to go to that sister's I 
was telling you - that went to Cumbernauld, Allandale it is, it was the Cumbernauld area. And when we 
came in at night, put the key in the door, you always heard voice - you thought you heard voices. You 
heard a voice. And we thought my father had company in, but he didnae have, he was reciting Burns, 
out loud. So he was, that was what he was doing. 

 

Q. Did he ever read to you and tell you stories? 

A. No. No. My mother did, she didnae read, but she told us a lot of the fairy stories. And had our hair 
standing on end. She was a great narrator she could tell you, you know. <..pause..> 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have as a child? 

A. Oh my mother, could bake, she was a rare baker of potato scones. And scones of all sorts. We had 
home baking, and plenty of soup, broth a specialty. Broth, potato soup and she used to make 
dumplings, clootie dumplings, great big ones, you know, and you boiled them. I used to pour the water 
in, keep them boiling and put it in the top of the - a plate, after it came out of the cloth, and turned it and 
put in front of the, an open grate. And a wee kind of fender affair at the front of the fire you sat at the 
front of the fire and all, you know the red embers, for the dumpling to dry, you know. We used to, when 
she wasnae looking, give it, go by and give it a big skelp! (laughs) But she made fig dumplings with 
sultanas apples and cloves, a clove or two in the apple dumpling. She made lovely dumplings, she was 
a good baker, home baker. 

 

Q. So was that your favourite, dumplings? 

A. Dumplings, uh huh. I had one in here no' so long ago. My niece, at least my nephew's wife, my birthday 
in December, 28th December, and she brought a wee dumpling here for my birthday, and they put 
candies in it. Sang a Happy Birthday to me, wi' the candles in it! 

 

Q. Did you have anything different on Sunday? 

A. On Sunday? In the food line? Broth, always broth on a Sunday, and ham and egg and potato scones, 
ham and egg, fried potato scones, and that was a ritual, we got that quite regularly. 

 

Q. Do you know where your mum did her shopping? 
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A. Oh just no' far away from the house, Cochranes mostly. Cochrane and Templeton the grocers, and that, 
when they were smaller, I think they are extinct now, I don't know if there are any. But you know the big 
supermarkets have all taken over all the wee shops, just a small shop. 

 

Q. And did she belong to the Co-Op? 

A. She didnae approve of the Co-Op. My sister, though had to because that was where they were, that 
was all that was in, was the Co-Op and a wee shop, that you know, they'd to charge more, because 
they'd to buy in from the Co-Op almost, and of course they'd to make a profit. 

 

Q. Can you remember going shopping with your mother? 

A. I remember doing shopping for myself. Yes, the shops werenae far away. You went to the butchers, 
was there, and you got chops and all that kind of thing. Didnae always get that, you got mince or 
something like that, you got a chop now and again. And ham and eggs. Sunday morning was ham and 
eggs when you can afford it, there were times when it was hard. 

 

Q. Did you celebrate things like birthdays? 

A. Yes, with a dumpling. It was always a dumpling. 

 

Q. And what about Christmas? 

A. It was New Year mostly that we celebrated. You got your birthday, a wee present on your birthday. 
Christmas, no' a lot at Christmas, you didnae get a lot of toys or anything like that, couldnae afford 
them. 

 

Q. What about Hogmanay then, what did you do on Hogmanay? 

A. Just, always scrubbed and cleaned 'til everything was spick and span for Ne'erday. And that's how we 
spent Hogmanay, cleaning and scouring and all that kind of thing. Scouring a kind of big steel, fireplace 
and open fireplace, and my sister she had a great big range, there was ranges and half ranges then, 
there werenae any closed in places. Where we were concerned there would be somewhere else, but 
anyway she had a great big open range, and I don't know whether you know anything about a ‘Swee’. 
This was on the top of the fireplace, and it was a swee, and you pulled it out and put your frying pan or 
whatever you were doing and shoved it, and the flames came up, and it cooked, and she was a great 
baker too, my sister, potato scones, she did a big lot of baking. In Allandale where they were, they had 
what do you call it, they got up a, <..pause..> a, <..pause..> wee band, pipe band. And she made potato 
scones and sold them for to get, to help them get kilts and such like. To get up this wee band. There 
was two brothers, or something there, that was interested. They went away to El Alamein, they were 
killed out there. My nephews were small at the time, they were all interested, they got into the band, 
played football, and that. That was their entertainment. 

 

Q. With your father being a bookworm, did he encourage you to read a lot of books? 

A. No. We werenae interested in books. He got the paper and the books, we didnae read any. Well we 
read the weekly papers, like weekly stories, ‘Welcome’, ‘Red Letter’ and the ‘People’s Friend’. 

 

Q. Were you taken out visiting friends and relatives? 

A. When we came to Glasgow, well my father then, he couldnae get work and my mother never got down 
to Wigtownshire, 'til we were working, to see her sisters and that, because we couldnae afford it. And it 
wasnae very dear, you know, the fares wernae very dear, but you just couldnae afford to go. 

 

Q. So you didn't have any holidays when you were younger? 

A. Yes, that's what I'm saying. We just, <..pause..> you had to save up, we couldnae save up, but where I 
worked, they had what they called a, <..pause..> what did they call it? A holiday fund! And you paid a 
shilling a week and at the end of the year you had two pound ten or two pound fifty as it is now. And that 
took you your holidays. You know? We used to go down to Ayr a lot then. We were in Glasgow, and 
went down to Ayr, we'd friends in Ayr. We went down there and spent our holidays there. 

 

Q. Can you remember any weddings in the family, when you were a child? 



 272 

A. No. But my mother was married in the town hall in Whithorn. She had a big lot at the wedding, she'd 
been very popular. Other than that I don't know. 

 

Q. Can you tell me how you spent Sundays in those days? 

A. Sunday School, we went to Sunday School. And then we went on Friday night, we used to go to the 
Lantern Lecture, for a penny you got to the stalls, you know. And you got a cup of tea and a bun, for 
your penny. 

 

Q. Was that like the Band of Hope? 

A. Yes, something like it, yes. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you see at that? Was there a lantern show, what sort of things did they have on 
it? 

A. Just you know, they turn the handle and it was going round, a drunk woman or something, being taken 
out of the pub and all that kind of thing, you know, just funny things, you got a laugh, you were young 
and you got a laugh at it. In Glasgow, there is the Harper Memorial, well we went before that, it was, 
they called it the 'Tin Church', it was just a wee church, it was a tin roof and that kind of thing. But this 
Harper Memorial was built to the memory, of the Harper that went down with the Lusitania, is it 
Lusitania? Some of these I think it was the Titanic, the big ship that went down, well that was it. And he, 
<..pause..> that is still there, yet, that church. My sister was a great churchgoer, my older sister. Me, now 
and again. 

 

Q. Was religion important to you when you were young? 

A. No, just that you werenae Catholic, that was all, that was all. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Oh, yes you said your prayers. 

 

Q. So was there sort of rivalry between Catholics and Protestants? 

A. Yes, well there has always been that in Ireland. And yet my Grandfather was Irish, but they werenae 
Catholics, they were Protestants. 

 

Q. So that was made a big point of? 

A. No, no really, didnae bother. Neighbours and friends, were all Catholics, they were all the same to us, 
they were good people. 

 

Q. When you were a child, who did you play with? 

A. My brothers, well I'd only one brother, but my sisters and that. We had playmates all around about the 
doors. You lived in a tenement, and of course there's lots of children up and down the stair. We went to 
trips, Sunday School trips, and that you know. I don't know, Jimmy Black, the preacher, he was, 
<..pause..> seen him on the television, well Paddy Black that was his father, he used to have trips, and 
you went on lorries, and your tin round your neck. We went to Bellahouston Park, great big park, 
Bellahouston, you'll know it maybe. That's where you spent your Sunday School trip, half a day, or 
whatever, rolling down the big hills in Bellahouston Park, you rolled or run down them or that. That's 
where they had the Exhibition, in 1938. My mother and I had a season ticket, and went as often as we 
could. It had everything in it. They built the Palace of Arts, and it's still standing, that's the only thing 
that's standing there, belonging to the exhibition, I think it was Queen Mary that opened it. 

 

Q. What sort of games did you play? 

A. We played Peever, Skipping Ropes, Kick the Can, and Chuckies and then we used to play in the house 
at night, that was our entertainment, Snakes and Ladders and Ludo, all these kind of games. We all 
played, well four for Ludo, and then, Snakes and Ladders, as many as you were. But that's how we 
entertained. A game came out, somebody bought it, and that was it, and it passed our night. But then 
we had pictures now and again, but you couldnae often go to the pictures, you didnae have the money. 
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Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Dirty? Well I suppose so. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to play with anybody that you wanted to, or was there restrictions? 

A. Oh no, yes, oh yes, because you were all, <..pause..> you'd just your mates. It didnae matter, as long as, 
<..pause..> you'd take them into the house, you know, and that. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies, when you were a child? 

A. No' really, only knitting, that was all. 

 

Q. Did you ever go cycling? 

A. No. Never was on a cycle, never was on one. My sister went on and she was - no trousers at that time, 
just pinned, took her dress you know, and pinned it. <..pause..> But she nearly went in below a tram car, 
tram cars in Glasgow. But she fell off but the tram stopped, it was in amongst all the traffic and that, the 
tram car is away long ago. My father used to be a tram conductor, he was lots of things. 

 

Q. Did you keep any pets? 

A. No, we just had a, we used to, no, a cat, that was all, no' a dog. We had a pussy cat. We had a nephew 
that came to stay with us, no' a nephew, a cousin it was, and he bred rabbits, you know, in Ayr, he had 
a hutch at the back and that's all I remember him breeding. 

 

Q. Did you take part in sports? 

A. Aye if we happened to be at the games you know, at the outings, we took part in them, racing and that 
kinda thing. Running, you know. 

 

Q. Did you belong to anything like Guides? 

A. No, no' really, just the Sunday School that was all. No, I was never in the Guides. 

 

Q. You said that you went to the theatre? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What about things like Music Halls and concerts? 

A. And I've been to an odd opera. Used to get maybe free tickets and that, you didnae buy them you got 
them free. You got them for something. I don't know. 

 

Q. You said you went to the cinema sometimes? 

A. The cinema, yes. 

 

Q. What can you remember about the cinema? 

A. Oh just the following up pictures we used to go, Pearl White and all these, you know the weekly things, 
you followed them up, but it was only about tuppence or something that you paid to get in. The wee hall 
- following up, you know you went one week and then the next week to see what the result was. 

 

Q. Did you get any pocket money? 

A. Maybe tuppence or threepence, you didnae get very much. Maybe you went a message for somebody, 
you got a penny or tuppence for that. 

 

Q. So if you did get any, what was it spent on? 

A. Oh sweeties. 

 

Q. How old were you, when you first went to school? 
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A. Five. I was five. Yes and I came out at Ayr and left at fourteen. Went to school in Ayr, and when we 
come to Glasgow, I went to school in Glasgow. I was fourteen when I finished. I was fourteen in 
December, and started work in January. And that's when I was in the factory. You were lucky to get a 
job then too, and you hung on to your job, they werenae well paid, but it was a job, and you were 
thankful to be in a job. They were happy times, you know, they were hard times, but they were happy. 
Amongst yourselves, and amongst a crowd of girls and that, you worked in the factory and it was girls, 
you know, well there were men there too, but made up with chums and that kind of thing. Then you 
went to the pictures with them, and that, and my mother too sometimes. 

 

Q. Going back to school, what did you think of school? 

A. I was able to pass all right. I went to Laurence Street School in Glasgow, and we passed the Qualifying 
into the, <..pause..> no' the Senior, into the, passed the Qualifying as it were, and went to another school, 
like a Secondary, it wasnae a Secondary, like a Secondary, I don't suppose it was called a Secondary 
then, but eh, passed at eleven and that was quite good if you got passed that. You got commercial 
course, or you got eh, <..pause..> a housewifery course. I took housewifery. You had to, you went to this 
house, and each night when it came your turn, each girl got something to do, dust a shelf or wash 
dishes and that kind of thing, wash stairs, and take your turn of that, but this was you being trained for 
what, you know the housewifery work. 

 

Q. What other subjects were you taught? 

A. Just ordinary spelling and that. History I wasnae much good at, Geography, I wasnae much good at, but 
I could read and write and do sums. 

 

Q. What did you wear for school? 

A. A gym. Just whatever you, just ordinary clothing. You could have a gym if you wanted, you know, the 
navy blue and the white blouse. 

 

Q. Was there a special uniform for the school you went to? 

A. No. No. 

 

Q. So you were fourteen when you left the school? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Would you have stayed longer if you had the choice? 

A. No. Glad to get out. 

 

Q. Did you ever attend part-time education after that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. You obviously have good memories of your working days. And your first full time job was in a factory? 

A. In a factory yes. 

 

Q. So could you describe what you did? 

A. It was a biscuit factory. We used to have trays, the biscuits were put in - made dough, and then the 
dough was taken out and it was taken and put through like a great big mangle, and on to a machine that 
slid along and then there was a cutter come down and cut the shape of the biscuit. And then a girl took 
it from there to there, and put it in an oven and girls worked at the back of the oven pulling the hot 
biscuits out on the trays, they were put in. They were taken away from there and taken to a table where 
there was six packers. And they each get a tray and they run them up with their hands and put them in 
and put them into tins, until they got, as time progressed they got machines to do all that. To pack up 
the biscuits and that, and all they had to do was lift them up and put them in, and then they put in 
packets, you'll have seen them likely being wrapped, the packet, a big roll of paper, and they went 
through and cut off, the biscuits came on and round and you just fold them up and sealed them at both 
ends, and that was it. That was all hand done until, <..pause..> the packing, and then to they got 
machines for to do it. 
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Q. What sort of biscuits were they called? 

A. We made Rich Tea, Digestive, Thin Wine, and, <..pause..> I worked in the store and I had, from fourteen 
and then I done all the odd jobs up to about eighteen, I was in charge then, you know of the stores. 
Receiving raw materials, then dishing them out for to make the biscuits. But it was a big factory, least it 
was a fair sized factory, that kind of thing. And I remember the old man, it was Mr. Barr taking us up and 
telling us about the flooring; was that depth he told us and there wouldnae be any, bombs could do no 
harm at that time. Bombs did do you harm. Didnae do it to us, but the bombs came. I used to watch 
them, coming across, you saw the planes coming across, you knew they were German planes, that's 
where we lived. I knew every item that was in the biscuits. During the war with the bombing, I'd a case 
with the recipe books in it, in case we'd be bombed, the case would be destroyed, and they asked me to 
take it, I carried it home every night, and back. But I never ever looked at it. I knew what was in it 
because I could have taken out. Because I'd access to seeing all that went in, I'd to distribute, you know 
give out orders and that for to what there was to be done, like all the different fats, sugar and syrup, and 
condensed milk, and eggs, frozen eggs, liquid eggs, and eggs. I've broken a case of thirty dozen eggs, 
you know opened them to make Cracknels, Puff Cracknels, I don't know whether you still get Puff 
Cracknels. But Puff Cracknels, and they are eggs, just eggs, sugar and fat and flour, they were all and 
that was it. I stood and did that, you know, rattled them off, but you had to watch you didnae put in a 
bad one, you know what I mean, you'd the wee bit, that went off dropped it into a pint measure, and 
rattled away there, that was my job. That was one of my jobs, I had all different things. I used to, we 
used to have big bars that you cut the fat, and the bars and put it into tubs. Then you made icing sugar, 
you'd a machine for making sugar, icing sugar, machine for cleaning fruit, and all that kind of thing, 
you'd all these different things where I worked, in the store. 

 

Q. How did you get your job there? 

A. My sister was the time keeper in it. And my sister, you couldnae get a job as I told you, and she spoke 
for us, what they called, 'Speaking' for you - and of course she was a good worker, and because I think 
of her work, you know, we were all attentive to our work, we got in there. I had one, two, three, three of 
my sisters worked along with me. My other sister was a waitress, and she was in the munitions, making 
munitions during the First World War, she was ninety there, she was here, she was ninety four when 
she died. And then she went waitressing, she was a waitress in Pettigrew and Stephens, she was a 
waitress in Cranston’s. I don't know if you'd ever heard of Cranston’s. There was two sisters Cranstons, 
had a big tea room in the city in Glasgow. And then they had Pettigrew and Stephen, it was a quality 
warehouse, you know they all had, <..pause..> paid by cheque and that kind of thing, they had a line and 
so forth, they went and bought their goods and then they paid it by cheque, moneyed folk, that kind of 
thing. It was a quality tea room, she served Hugh Fraser and his son, that was the father and the son 
when he was a wee boy. She used to wait on the table on them. And of course she got the tip. She was, 
<..pause..> tips, they were, <..pause..> she was charged eighty pound - allowed her eighty pound, at least 
they taxed it, eighty pounds a year. But she never made that amount of tips. You got tuppence or 
threepence or that kind of thing, but she never ever, <..pause..> my sister went to the M.P.- another sister 
and she says, "She doesnae have that kind of money". She didnae, and of course they all had to sort it 
out. But that's what they did, they didnae, they guessed because it was a good warehouse, they were 
making big money in tips and they taxed it. 

 

Q. How did you learn your jobs at the factory? 

A. Oh learn them? Oh you just were eh, <..pause..> one girl showed another what to do and that kind of 
thing, that was all. You were put here to work and you were put there to work, wherever they needed a 
girl, and that was it, you had just to go where you were sent. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. Hours? Well we used to work from, I think it was, seven in the morning ‘til six at night. And then we got 
from eight ‘til six, then eight ‘til five, and then you worked a lot of maybe overtime. But you got time and 
a quarter for overtime, and that. And you worked Saturdays half a day, six ‘til twelve, I think it was. But 
then it got to eight to five, we ended up eight to five. 

 

Q. So it was still a long day then? 

A. Yes it was. 

 

Q. Did you have any breaks for meals? 
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A. Ten minutes for tea in the morning, I think, ten minutes in the afternoon. But we lived near home, and 
we got home for our meals, an hour. 

 

Q. Did you get any holidays with pay? 

A. No. Beginning; we got holidays, we got a fortnight holidays, the Fair Fortnight, and two weeks at New 
Year and no pay. But we ended up with pay. You know, but as the years went on, but at the beginning 
no pay, that was just idle time. 

 

Q. What were you paid? 

A. Gosh I cannae remember, it was only about six or eight shillings a week. I ended up with eight pound 
after forty years, eight pound a week, that was the, <..pause..> I got a gold watch for twenty five years 
service, and then when the forty years, they told me I was due another present, like, for my service. I 
said I didnae want a present, and there were a whole lot of us, you know, and there were office staff 
and everything, I wasnae in the office I was out-with the office, but anyway there was the office staff, I 
said I didnae want a present, but the whole lot didnae want the present. I says, "It's work we want." we 
were being paid off. I says, “It's a job.” I says, “You cannae eat a present." I says, " We've got to find a 
job." And so we did have to find a job. I was six months or something on the 'Bureau'. And you got 
'Bureau' money then, after I come off. But when I was leaving the manager spoke to me, it was him I 
told, I could talk plain to him, and then there was the man above that, maybe you couldnae talk so plain 
to him. Anyway, he come back and told me, he says, “If you care to wait for another three weeks, we'll 
give you cash," he says, "but", he says, “if I give you it now," he says, "it'll be taxed." "And,” he says, 
"the gilt will be taken off the gingerbread." And he says, "If you can wait that time, we'll see." So that's 
what they did, and I think I got forty pound or something. That was for all these years service, however it 
was a lot of money then. And then I applied to the Home Help. And I remember going to see the, she 
was up in Glasgow, in Cochrane Street, she was the Sister Donald, and she says to me, “I don't see 
that you can be a Home Help." She says," You've always been in business." I says, "But I still need a 
job.” And I says, "I still had to look after my father and mother, and," I says, "I did housework and looked 
after them." She says, "I don't see why not." She says, "We'll give you a trial." I was there for ten years. 

 

Q. And how much did you get paid for that? 

A. I cannae mind that. It wasnae much. About three pounds something. It wasnae very much. 

 

Q. Going back to the factory, about your wages, did you give all your wages to your mother? 

A. No, well, we just had pocket money, maybe two shillings or something like that. But then besides that, 
we had to keep ourselves going in clothing, we helped one another, if we wanted a new dress or that or 
a new thing your sister helped you, and you helped her, and that kind of thing, you saved your money. 
But as I said we had a place where we got a shilling a week, and you had two pound ten at the end of 
the year, that was fifty weeks, and you had; but that helped you with your holidays. 

 

Q. And you still lived at home, when you were working? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Did men and women work together in the factory? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And how did you get on with everybody? 

A. Everybody, fine. I got on fine. 

 

Q. You said that you went out with them to the cinema and things like that? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Could you talk or relax at all in your work? 

A. Oh yes. You could talk in the passing and that kind of thing, you didnae get into a huddle, but you got 
breaks now and again, that you'd go into the canteen and sit, and some of them smoked. I never ever 
smoked, it put me off it, but a lot of them smoked, they couldnae smoke in the factory, they had to 
smoke in the toilets or whatever. You know the place they got to smoke. 
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Q. Was there a stigma about women smoking in those days? 

A. Oh yes. You had to go and hide to smoke, you know. 

 

Q. Was there a works club or outings or? <..pause..> 

A. No. 

 

Q. How did you feel that your employer treated you in the factory? 

A. I got on fine with them all. 

 

Q. You were saying that there wasn't a Trade Union in the factory? 

A. There never was. They never let them in. When anybody, Trade Union folk outside, they had, if they 
meet some of the girls you know, and ask them to get, you know, you paid so much a week, to get them 
to join the union. Well whenever the heads heard about that girl there was a, one of the mistresses, and 
she could go and tell them all, like anything that was happening in the factory, and she would tell them 
about this thing. Well they would come and find out this girl and ask her was she happy in her work and 
all this kind of thing. "You know if you are not happy, you don't have to stay. You can go elsewhere." 
You know, the first chance they got, they got the sack. If they thought they were picking up money for 
the union. There never was a union. Tried it you know, but it fell through. 

 

Q. How did you feel about the work that you were doing? 

A. It didnae bother me. It was hard work, but it didnae bother me, no. I was always pretty healthy, I was in 
the factory; where I worked it was cold, but in the factory it was hot. You know, the ovens and that, very 
hot, but where I worked it was cold, and that didnae bother me. 

 

Q. When you were a Home Help, you were in a union then, weren't you? 

A. Oh yes, you had to join the union, at least you were put into the union. It come off your wages every 
week, you know, I don't know I don't know whether it was eight pence or something like that, it wasnae 
a big lot, but it was docked off your wages every week. And that was you in the union. 

 

Q. And what union was it? 

A. Heavens! I cannae remember, I cannae tell you. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time away from work? 

A. Oh just pictures, and, I never went to dancing or anything like that no, pictures and theatre, that was all, 
and read, I read but I didnae read anything heavy, it was trash, as my father would call it. He'd say it 
was a lot of trash, better away, but however you didnae put it away. The stories were love stories, and 
that sort of thing. 

 

Q. And what sort of things did you watch at the cinema, when you were a wee bit older? 

A. What was it? Gosh I forget. It's a long time since I was at the cinema. Seen Laurel and Hardy. Were 
they there? I don't think so, if they were there at that time. We used to watch a wee pig and a wee hen 
and that in you know, pictures, and the ball playing and that. And then there was following up pictures, 
was it Pearl White? And it was a following up picture, och it is so long ago I forget, really. 

 

Q. And what sort of things did you watch at the theatre? 

A. Oh, it was Bernard Levy, the Glasgow Waif, and quite a few, gosh I, I cannae mind either. It's a wee 
while since, you know, you were into the television and that, you forgot all about the pictures, what you 
saw. 

 

Q. And did you ever go out to pubs or anything like that? 

A. No. No. 

 

Q. Was that not done in those days? 
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A. No, it was done, but no' so much as it is now. You know, but it was terrible for a woman to go into a pub. 
But not now. 

 

Q. And if you stayed in, in the evening what did you do? 

A. I knitted, uh, uh, or sewed. I baked a lot. Used to do a lot of baking. I baked all the shortbread and 
cakes for Ne'erday for all the family. Ten big cakes, Madiera cakes, Sultana cakes, Shortbread, 
Gingerbread. I baked, but they were just home recipes. 

 

Q. How did you spend your Sundays when you were working? 

A. Oh, a long lie-in. Make the dinner or make the tea, but that was the gist of the whole thing. An odd time 
the church; We went to church and then it fell away, and then you went back again, if somebody wanted 
you went to the church. 

 

Q. Did religion mean more or less to you after your childhood? 

A. I didnae pay much attention to it, but we went to Sunday School and that, you were made go, and that, 
and then the time came and then you could please yourself. 

 

Q. Did you take an interest in politics? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you not? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you join a Party? A Political Party? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on holiday? 

A. Holiday? Oh yes, Ayr. We went, we've been up in Aberdeen, been in Whitley Bay, and been at 
Fleetwood, Morecambe. 

 

Q. And what sort of things did you do on holiday? 

A. Oh, we just went to the shore, and went runs, you know to different places. Went to maybe interesting 
parks, zoos and such like. 

 

Q. Were there any special places where young men and women would meet? 

A. No, no' that I know of, only dancing, that's all. That's where most of them met as far as I knew. 

 

Q. And did your parents meet your friends? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. And did they always expect to know where you were? 

A. Well I was a home bird, so I never was very far away from home. 

 

Q  And when you went out did you have to be home by a certain time at night? 

A. No' really, but we always kept to this time, you know, we didnae keep late hours, but we always came in 
at a reasonable time. 

 

Q. If any of your neighbours were ill or in their bed, did anybody help out? 

A. My mother, they used to come for my mother. My mother was a good nurse. But never nursed, was 
never a nurse as such, but did help out for babies. Babies were all born in the house at that time. And 
they come for my mother, but I was never at any, but she was always sent for. She had good hands and 
was a kind person. 
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Q. And what sort of things did she do for them? 

A. Washed and that kind, washed and kept them clean and that. Because it was only a midwife, what they 
called a midwife, at that time, that took to do, and left for them to find somebody for themselves for to be 
taken care of. So my mother was often sent for. But I never had any where the baby was born. And of 
course all her family, we were born at home, we were all born at home. 

 

Q. And where you lived did everyone have the same standard of living? 

A. Aye, just ordinary working people, and non-working people, they couldnae get work, you know, that's it, 
a lot of unemployment. In fact it was the same then, but they were worse off then than they are now, 
they always get some help, with Bureau money, and that kind of thing but you'd nothing then, you'd to 
sell your valuables, for to get to eat, for to eat. 

 

Q. And where did the people mostly do their shopping? 

A. Oh, the ordinary shops, they didnae go to supermarkets or these kind of things, there were none then, 
but just the ordinary shop roundabout. And then there were big, <..pause..> Cochrane, Templeton and the 
Co-Operative, they were the biggest shops, then you went to town if you wanted anything special, big 
shops were there. But where you lived, there was only small shops. 

 

Q. So it was corner shops people shopped in? 

A. Yes, just like that. 

 

Q. Did any of the local shops ever give credit? 

A. Oh yes, yes. In fact they wouldnae get business if they didnae give credit. People hadn't the money, but 
they could, off their weekly money, would pay their bills and that kind of thing. Well the toffs do that now, 
don't they? Pay their bills, if you'd to do it then, it was for to eat. 

 

Q. Was there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. Yes there was pawn shops. There was pawn shops, maybe one in every street nearly, there were two 
pubs almost in every street, in the ordinary, you know the streets, in the vicinity, you know but, sitting 
down an odd table or something that was all, but I never was interested so I never frequented them. But 
I knew that it was done. 

 

Q. What, the pawn shop? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. Well the only thing that you could say about the pawn shops was that you werenae borrowing from 
moneylenders and that kind of thing, where you paid interest, but you paid it, you pawned and you got 
your, and went back to get your, whatever you'd put into the pawn. And they had; but it was your own 
and you were getting it back again, you werenae paying it away and getting nothing for it, you were 
getting money and paying it back, but there was pawn shops. Well gold and silver and that kind of thing 
you could pawn, and helped you out of a hole as it were. But it was your own, and you werenae obliged 
to anybody, for the money, for borrowing money and that kind of thing. 

 

Q. And where you came from, would you say it was a friendly place? 

A. Oh, yes. 

 

Q. And was there ever any trouble? 

A. No. No' really. 

 

Q. What was the work like in the Second World War? 

A. The Second World War, well during the war you'd plenty of work, but after that there was big pay offs 
and that from munitions and that kind of thing, there again you were out of work. But you got 
unemployment, I think you got unemployment money then, but after the First World War you got twenty-
six weeks pay and after that there was nothing. No work, no anything. No Bureau money, you had to 
just as I say sell what you had, that's all your valuables went. 
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Q. What was work like in the factory that you worked at? 

A. Plenty of work there, but, <..pause..> it was hot. But where I was, I told you, it was cold, I was in amongst 
the ice house, and that kind of thing but it was healthier than in the factory. At least you felt that it was 
healthier, the store where everything had got to be kept cool, and it was all the difference with that than 
working in where there was ovens, making biscuits and that kind of thing. 

 

Q. And you were saying that you could see the bombers going overhead? 

A. Yes that was in the back green looking up seeing, and saw the bombers going across, we knew they 
were enemies when they came right across. See the Clyde, there was a lot of bombing at the Clyde. In 
fact one of the streets, where one of my friends was, there was a house hit, and I think there was two 
killed in it, and that was them. A man and his son. I remember that. 

 

Q. How did you manage the rationing in the war? 

A. Well it was difficult, but where there was a family, you got a little roughness you know. But where there 
was only two it was gey hard, you know. But you had good soup, and you made soup with a bone, or 
whatever. <..pause..> A wee shank of mutton, I remember that, and bone and soup and you got good 
broth from that, you know the vegetables, you could get plenty of vegetables, the peas and barley, and 
suchlike, you know that kind of thing. 

 

Q. Did you have any special recipes? 

A. No, you just had them in your head, you know whatever you, <..pause..> Cakes and that you had the 
recipe off a book, but once you got them you know you always used them. Oatcakes and that. We 
made oatcakes, potato scones, as I told you, lots of potato scones. My mother was a dab hand at 
potato scones. There used to be a big insurance man came in. He used to smell them, says, "Oh Mrs. 
******," he says, " potato scones!" She says, "Yes." she says, "Would you like one?" "Ohhh," he says, 
"love it!" He'd sit down and get a cup of tea and a couple of potato scones and that and butter. It was 
good. 

 

Q. A lot of people would have been evacuated? 

A. Oh yes, my sister had two wee sons evacuated to Lochranza during the war. It was a big terraced 
house, it was two sisters and a brother or something, but they were elderly, but they couldnae take care 
of the children. The children were left, there was maybe half a dozen children with them, and they 
couldnae look after them, they couldnae clean their heads or anything like that, they came back in an 
awful state. She took them home. Of course they were evacuated, but you didnae know what was 
happening, and what was going to happen and you allowed them to go, so that was it. She went to see 
them and she broke her heart, she brought them away again. They were old the people and they 
couldnae look after them. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of the First World War? 

A. Nothing other than that my brother was in it, and my brother-in-law, who was a young man then, too. 
Just that it was rationing then too, and that it was difficult, times were hard, but there was work right 
enough, you know, because there was munitions and that. I was never was in munitions, I was still in 
the factory, I started in the factory and I was still there in the Second World War. So that was two wars I 
saw in there. 

 

Q. Can you remember anything about the rent strikes? 

A. Kirkwood, and who else, David Kirkwood, and Banyion, he's no long dead, oh gosh, they are in your 
mind but you cannae remember the name. But they were all advised to hold on to their rents, and, 
<..pause..> but they were living in good houses and they could pay their rents, used to - gosh, they were 
living in good houses, and you would lose your house if you didnae pay your rent. They advised you no' 
to, to hold back your rent, what was it for? Repairs and such like or rises in the rent, just no' to pay it. 

 

Q. Were you involved in the rent strike? 

A. No, no' really. We avoided strikes, never was in a strike. In the factory when I was in, there was once, 
once there was a strike. They were meeting you and asking you to stay out, no' to go in and work. But 
then we never paid any heed, my sisters and I, we always went to our work, we never were on strike. 
But there was strikes right enough, they used stop you in the street, a crowd got round you, fright-some 
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sometimes, but you managed to answer them and got on with your job, go into your work. Aye there 
were strikes. 
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1903 Involved With Girl Guides and Rangers 

 
Interviewee Code V3 
Interview Conducted 25th March 1988 
Interviewer Sharon Little 
Transcribed by Daphne McElwee 
 

Q. Can you tell me what year you were born? 

A. 1903. 

 

Q. And whereabouts were you born? 

A. In Kilmacolm, that house there, in Renfrewshire. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. I think, wait a minute, <..pause..> well my father died in 1921, you see, and that's what made us have to 
leave. So that gives you an idea. We left about 1922 or so. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. I have one of each, I have one of each, they're here. (Laughter) 

 

Q. And whose the eldest? 

A. My sister she is just on ninety, yes and then I'm next, and then the brother is four years younger than 
me. 

 

Q. Do you know how old your parents were when you were born? 

A. Mm, <..pause..> well my father died in 1921, wait a minute, well oh he'd be in his thirties, my father yes, 
and my mother. I mean they weren't very young, you know, married. 

 

Q. You were saying that your father was a Doctor? 

A. Yes he was a Doctor. 

 

Q. So could you tell me what sort of a practice he had? 

A. Well it was the village of Kilmacolm. There were two other doctors as well, but it was a general practice 
you see. But it just included everything, not like now, (laughter) with all sort of, <..pause..> He was asked 
for everything and he was a beloved doctor. I will say that. They all liked him in Kilmacolm. In fact, when 
he was ill once, em, <..pause..> not the illness he died of, but I mean when he was ill I was at school, 
perhaps, eight girls would be around me saying "My mother said I was to ask how is your father today." 
You see that was what, <..pause..> the way they felt about him. 

 

Q. Was he always a Doctor, or did he do something before that or? 

A. No, no he was always a Doctor. 

 

Q. Did your mother ever work? 

A. No, no. She was a very definite person but, <..pause..> and she was a very generous person. You see, it 
was a big house and let's be quite honest, I mean, they were wealthy, you see and eh, <..pause..> I mean 
it's one of the famous, the famous names of Paisley, the mills, you see, J. & B. Coates, and eh. 
<..pause..> Well she was very generous and she was very clever, but she never worked as that way, no. 
She kept a very good house she was in charge of everything, yes. 

 

Q. Did your parents go to church? 

A. Yes they did. 
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Q. What denomination? 

A. Church of Scotland. 

 

Q. Did your parents take an interest in politics at all? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> yes not, just in a general way really. They weren't affiliated to any special party, I don't 
think. 

 

Q. Do you know what they voted for? 

A. Oh gosh, oh dear, you see, <..pause..> well I mean, it was, <..pause..> Conservative, yes that's right, it was, 
it was Conservative. But who, who they voted for I simply don't know - in those days, it was a long time 
ago. 

 

Q. What did your parents do in their spare time? 

A. Well my mother did sewing, knitting, she looked after the house, she, <..pause..> she, I think she played 
tennis, yes, but my father was the golfer, he was the golfer, very keen. Whenever we went up North for 
our holiday in summer I mean he played every day, he really was very keen on golf. 

 

Q. Did your mother belong to anything like the Woman's Guild or anything like that? 

A. Anything like? <..pause..> 

 

Q. The Woman's Guild or? <..pause..> 

A. Ah, <..pause..> oh I ought to know but, you see, she was ill for quite a long bit at Kilmacolm, you see. She 
may have been a bit but I can't really say. "Oh yes she was the, she was their President, or something 
like that" because, no I don't think so. 

 

Q. Now what memories do you have of your parents' house at Kilmacolm? 

A. What memories do I have of the house did you say? Well it was a very well run house, and we had nice 
things in it, and I think, I mean, I think I just accepted it all, you see, because at that time, I mean there 
was still a staff, you see, until the First World War. I mean, there was a staff to; I mean we were lucky in 
that way, and we had a good staff. I feel it was later that everything more or less came on me actually to 
do, you see, I had everything to arrange for, and do when my mother was ill and then after her death. 
But, I mean, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was it a very large house? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did anybody else besides your immediate family stay in the house? 

A. No. Just the staff. Yes. 

 

Q. Right. And how many did you have, how many staff? 

A. Maybe six and a, either a sewing maid or, <..pause..> of course, we had a nurse too, that was like a 
seven, a Nana, Nanny. Em, <..pause..> yes that was really the staff, of course, when we did get a car 
eventually, then we did have a man to drive it, you see. But I think that's right, yes six, six seven, yes. 

 

Q. Could you tell me what they did? 

A. Yes. Well they were just divided, you see, there was a cook and a kitchen-maid and there were usually 
two housemaids and two, what you called in those days table-maids. I know it sounds odd then, but the 
head ones; <..pause..> another special job that she had, you see, with there being no telephone 
practically used, I mean there was an instrument I know in the house but for incoming, any messages 
for my father. It was, they were brought up by somebody you see, and they rang the bell and the maid, 
the table-maid went and if it was a message for the doctor, there was a double slate and it was all 
written out, you see. "Would the doctor please call at so and so and so and so." You see, that's how it 
was done, because the telephone was just not used very much. 
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Q. And you were saying you had a Nanny? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did she look after you when you were younger? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> well we had a nurse I suppose when we were younger, but she was a Nanny that stayed 
with us, after we were more or less grown up, and she helped with my mother who wasn't well. Eh, 
<..pause..> that's a piece of her work, the nightdress bag, you see that, yes she did that for me and a little, 
another thing as well, to match it. Eh, <..pause..> she was a farmer's daughter from Lincolnshire and eh, 
she went with me when I, well one of the jaunts abroad, you see I mean she went to South Africa with 
me and looked after me in the boat. (laughter) 

 

Q. Did you help with the running of the house when you were older? 

A. Oh yes I helped with it after she, my mother, became ill, and in fact, I took it all on I mean really, 
afterwards. 

 

Q. What did it involve doing? 

A. Housekeeping, ordering the food and generally looking after the stores really, you know, we had a 
storeroom. 

 

Q. Can you remember what sort of meals you had as a child? 

A. Well do you mean us, or the family, you mean us as children, in the nursery. 

 

Q. Yes. 

A. Yes, porridge, porridge and eh, I don't know whether we had fruit or not before, but anyway always 
porridge and milk and toast probably, butter, marmalade and then the lunch was, well I think we had our 
soup then, yes and fish or meat probably and a pudding. And then later when we were older, you see, 
we'd shift round and we had a lighter meal at lunch, and soup and meat and pudding at night, you see. 

 

Q. So did you have your meals in the nursery? 

A. Yes, yes until we were, <..pause..> well I think when, when we went to school, we had, we still had our 
one meal I think, and then I mean when my brother went to boarding-school, I mean, well no he was, 
we were in the dining-room then, you see, for a meal with our parents. 

 

Q. So was it a big thing going from the nursery to have dinner with your parents? 

A. A big what? 

 

Q. Was it a sort of big occasion? 

A. Well yes we'd do it, I wonder if it was the Sunday we were there, this is just a bit out of my brain, I'm 
afraid. I think, it just seemed to come, it was the time that we had our meals. I mean then if we were at 
school, of course, you see, when I went to boarding-school and my brother went to boarding-school, 
well naturally the meals were all in the school, you see, and then we came home from the holidays then 
the meals were all in the dining-room, you see, that's the way. 

 

Q. Did you know where your parents did their shopping? 

A. Had a shop? 

 

Q. No. 

A. Went to shop? 

 

Q. Yes. 

A. Well once they were married, you see, well I mean it was in Kilmacolm the shopping. There were 
certain things that were got in Paisley, I think, or Glasgow. But the usual, the usual sort of, you know, 
bread and biscuits and things like that, and fish and meat and all that they were all in very good shops 
in Kilmacolm. 
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Q. And where did they buy clothes, do you know? 

A. In Kilmacolm at the Station, yes, yes I remember that, yes they came up in a, well of course, it would be 
a horse and cart. 

 

Q. How did you celebrate special occasions like birthdays? 

A. Well it would be a tea-party when we were young, with a birthday cake, you see, and then when we 
were a bit older and that, well maybe we had a pudding that we liked or something like that you see. 
Though usually it was a birthday cake all the same. 

 

Q. What about Christmas? 

A. Well at Christmas time, you see, we went to Paisley, when we were with my grandmother and her, the 
others of her family. We went to Paisley for about ten days usually, not my father, of course, he had to 
stay in Kilmacolm, but he came for Christmas Night always. And there was a lot of cousins, because, I 
mean my mother was one of four in her family, you see, two boys, two girls, and they all had large 
families most of them. So it was a big turn out for Christmas Night and New Year's Day too. 

 

Q. So did you celebrate New Year? 

A. Yes, yes we did. We, in fact had the main thing was in my grandmother's house. Christmas was in my 
uncle, my mother's eldest brother and his wife and his family lived in a piece of ground that was, that 
linked up with where my grandmother lived which was a place called ‘Stainley’. I mean it was, it linked 
you see and we went to their house for Christmas afternoon, you see and evening the older people and 
then on New Year it was all in my grandmother's house. That was how, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you hang your stocking up? 

A. Oh yes certainly, certainly, yes on Christmas Eve, yes. 

 

Q. What sort of food did you have at Christmas? 

A. Well, I mean we had a, <..pause..> I mean there was the Christmas dinner always just what most people 
have I mean, a turkey and that kind of thing and vegetables and so on and well there would be a plum-
pudding probably, and mince pies I think, that was it really yes. 

 

Q. Did you have books to read at home? 

A. Yes. My father was very keen on books and we had quite a number of bookcases and well the, 
<..pause..> we each both of us - are my brother especially and myself and still very keen and we - I 
brought the books with me, you see here, and of course, he's still, he's still in his own house, in Killearn, 
he's a widower now. 

 

Q. And did you get newspapers and magazines? 

A. Yes. We usually I think got the ‘Glasgow Herald’ and probably, I imagine ‘The Evening News’ or 
something and em, they got, <..pause..> oh I don't know its kind of long now to have remembered that, 
but we had, we have magazines certain ones, <..pause..> and my brother gives us ‘Scotland's Magazine’ 
actually and, both of us have that and other things. 

 

Q. Were you taken out visiting friends and neighbours? 

A. Well, of course, that linked with school you see, and there was quite a lot of went into peoples’ houses 
for a cup of tea of something, or that and, <..pause..> yes and my father and mother probably went out for 
dinner I should think with some of the neighbours, you see. 

 

Q. Now when you were a child did you have any holidays? 

A. Yes. Always the summer holiday and in the school we were at, which was in Kilmacolm, I mean, it was 
a very short Christmas and Easter holiday, it was just ten days, I think, but we had ten weeks in the 
summer. (laughter) I know it's quite changed now so we had quite a long time up at Nairn or Turnbery or 
wherever, Aviemore or wherever we were, you see, and quite a lot was at Nairn actually, and then we 
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just went, <..pause..> We didn't really go away at the Christmas or the Easter, less perhaps for a day or 
two, yes. 

 

Q. So your childhood holidays were in Scotland? 

A. Oh yes, never, we never went I mean I didn't go abroad until they took me to Paris you see, which was 
the thing that was done with young girls of eighteen. Were taken to Paris to one of these homes where 
you were taught French and everything was in French, you see, a little English allowed at night and we 
were taken to the theatre and all that. That happened though after I was eighteen, you see. 

 

Q. And before that when you went on holiday what sort of things did you do? 

A. Well we played on the beach when we were young to begin with, built castles and irrigations and 
goodness knows what, swam. <..pause..> Then when we were older, well I think we played tennis, yes, 
tennis, golf. 

 

Q. Whereabouts did you stay? Did you stay in a hotel or? <..pause..> 

A. Well we were; in Nairn there was an excellent Miss McIntyre's boarding-house which was a wonderful 
place, I mean, she just went from year to year and we went from year to year. A very nice place. Two 
sisters, who kept this very well run boarding-house and you each had your own little sitting-room, you 
see, where your meals were brought to you, each family I mean. And then I mean it wasn't like now with 
great, <..pause..> you know, great sitting-rooms and so on. Each had your own family's sitting-room and 
your own bedrooms and a bathroom or - well even a ‘sitz’ bath I mean if there wasn't a bathroom, and a, 
<..pause..> Well that was when we were younger, but then when we were able to go to an hotel, we went 
to an hotel, you see. (laughter) I don't know what you must think, I don't know oh dear! 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. Weddings? Well there were quite a lot because you see there were a good many cousins. My mother 
was the aunt for, I mean there were six in one family and seven in another you see, so there were quite 
a number of weddings we did go to and friends, of course, yes. 

 

Q. And who attended those weddings - was it just family, or were they big affairs, or? 

A. Well oh some of them would be big, yes. 

 

Q. Could you tell me how you spent Sundays in those days? 

A. Yes. Well we went to church in the morning, my mother didn't teach in the Sunday School, no, and my 
father he went if, unless it was absolutely impossible that he had to go and see somebody who's, 
several people who were ill, <..pause..> you see. He was an elder in the church too, of course. And so we 
all went to church in the morning and then we, two or three families who were friendly and lived near 
each other, we went quite a long walk out from Kilmacolm out to the end of another road and then we 
hived off and two of us came back again, and into Kilmacolm. Then in the afternoon you see, my mother 
and father acquired a piece of ground in Kilmacolm which had been at one time a farm and she was 
very keen on having animals and they rebuilt the farm and in a better, <..pause..> It was a derelict place 
really when they came to it, and she had four fields and a piece of moorland and we had cows and 
ponies, one pony and cows, no sheep, but she had hens, because she was very keen on hens and my 
sister was too, and chickens we had that, and chickens of course, <..pause..> and ducks and a pond, yes. 
So we usually took a walk up to the farm in the afternoon you see and went to see around everything, 
and then sometimes I went to the evening service. 

 

Q. Did you go to Sunday School? 

A. No, I never went to Sunday School, but I've taught in Sunday School you see mother gave us a Sunday 
School talk or read to us out of a book, or something, you see. She did that every Sunday, I mean there 
was no question of that she gave it up because somebody was there, she was particular about that, we 
got our lesson and, <..pause..> so we did that. So I think probably by the end of that time we were quite 
tired, all the different things, having done the walk you see as well as going to church. 

 

Q. Did you have different clothes on Sundays? 

A. Yes, yes we had our Sunday clothes. Most people I think did. 
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Q. And what were they like? 

A. Well usually in the winter it was a longish, a good, you know a good coat with perhaps a little fur collar 
or something and, <..pause..> It was, it was always considered that was your Sunday thing, you see, and 
then it went, if it perhaps after a year or two you see it went down and to be more or less an ordinary 
suit or something, you see. I don't know how to describe it but, yes. 

 

Q. Do you think religion was important to you as a child? 

A. Oh very much so, yes, oh I couldn't have done without. I mean what I was taught by my mother and 
other people I mean I've had a difficult life, I have had a good deal of ill health, and, <..pause..> Oh I 
believe a great deal, see I'm still hoping that; I know that this arm is surgically it can't be done. It's too 
late, because it's a long time since it, <..pause..> the thing possibly happened, it's a dislocated shoulder, 
you see, and it's very sore sometimes, but I'm hoping physiotherapy will help it. But, I mean all my life; I 
don't know how to embark on that, you see my life has been a, <..pause..> I'd gone to church but it's a 
great deal more than just going to church. I've got friends that I talk over things with, and then I worked 
you see, with what, something that was called the, <..pause..> it's well, <..pause..> not Christian Science, no 
it's not that, but people who really believe in Christ and, <..pause..> try to get other people you see, I 
mean, <..pause..> I know the thing, I mean I've been with those people like that for years you see and I've 
gone I've travelled you see with them. I mean that's another bit you see that I've travelled abroad, in 
South Africa, well I mean Norway and other places with the team you see of these people. 

 

Q. And what sort things did they do? 

A. What, do you mean they, the people I went with? 

 

Q. Yes? 

A. Well they would; a great deal with individual personal work with, <..pause..> it might be one person that 
you felt that you, she needed help, or he needed help and so on, and then there were meetings they 
had you see, and people spoke and said what this had meant to them. I mean that I've been with that 
since really I left school more or less, but recently I've been able to go about, because, <..pause..> 

 

Q. When you were a child who did you play with? 

A. Did I? 

 

Q. Who did you play with? 

A. Who did I play with? Well there were people in Kilmacolm, I mean other families that, <..pause..> I was 
very fond of somebody called Alison Blair, well her mother and my mother were great friends, you see, 
and that was the sort of link, and the school people were very; it was a very good school, and there 
were people there, and my brother of course had plenty of boy friends too. 

 

Q. Can you remember what sort of games you played? 

A. Well when we were little, I suppose you would play in the nursery, just pretend it was a house you 
know, and this was the dining-room and that was the kitchen and so on, and of course, things changed I 
mean you didn't go on thinking that, but I think a good deal went to reading, you know, reading. 

 

Q. What kind of toys did you have? 

A. A lovely doll's house, and dolls of course, and games, some games. Of course my brother had soldiers. 
I was trying to think, the black dog that we had, a lovely retriever, somebody made a model of him, you 
see, <..pause..> and the things in front sort of little teddy bears and things there, part of long ago. 
(laughter). 

 

Q. Did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> no I don't thing so, no, no the boys kept themselves, I think soldiers and those kind of 
thing. I don't think there was the same mingling of girls and boys as there is today, no, no. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to play with anybody that you wanted to, or were there certain restrictions? 
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A. Oh I think there were, quite definitely it was watched, I mean people who were, you know, anything to 
do with religion, I mean that was against religion. I don't think we would, I mean they would try to 
explain, you see to them, why you should try to go on playing with these people and perhaps and let 
them get what you've got, you see. It was; but I mean there was a certain watchfulness I would say. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time after school and at weekends? 

A. Well I think with us, you see, there was this farm which was at the outskirts of Kilmacolm and after 
school we very often just went straight from the school up to the farm to see what was going on and 
perhaps fed the hens or watched the cows being milked or different things and then came down and it 
was teatime by that, and then there was, <..pause..> well after that there were lessons of course. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies like cycling or? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, yes we had, I got a very nice BSA cycle and my brother had one, I don't think my sister had one, 
no. I did quite a lot of cycling round Kilmacolm, because there was, <..pause..> well we just didn't have a 
car, you see, you did cycling; my brother. My father did all his; there was no car for him, it was a case of 
a cycle with his bag strapped on the back and in one incident, in one, <..pause..> I'll just tell you, because 
it's just that place, you see there were the babies that were going to be born at night. Well we knew, my 
brother and I were very interested in it all and we noticed that the fire was being kept up in the parlour 
and there was a big chair sort brought near and then my father had a special back [black] tweed sort of 
coat a thick one, very warm, and that I think was got out and everything, because then that meant there 
was going to be a, somebody was going to have a baby that night, you see. So I would, I didn't sleep 
awfully well and I was facing the top gate and you would hear somebody; a gig, with a gig and horse not 
a, <..pause..> not anything covered in, an open thing, a gig and a horse, and you would hear that being 
stopped at the gate and then the farmer coming along the path and ringing the bell and then a message 
went in about that his wife was sort of getting near the time and he, because my mother just said I'm not 
having my husband cycling in pitch black country roads at night, you see with a lamp bell, so the farmer 
had to realize he must come for him and so he did, and brought him back. So and then just to finish it 
my brother and I used to fly down before breakfast the next morning. "Daddy was it a boy or a girl?" You 
see - we were interested in it all. (laughter) Oh I think my father was so much beloved that I think we 
liked to see him coming round the door. 

 

Q. Did you keep any pets? 

A. I, well we had dogs always, you see, but they were sort of family dogs. I don't think we had cats, we had 
cats at the farm; no we had, my sister had rabbits in a hutch, and my brother had a dog, I think, yes 
dogs yes, but I don't think he had other pets, just the dogs. 

 

Q. Now you liked cycling and playing tennis, so were you interested in sport? 

A. Yes oh yes, I did like those things. I, <..pause..> but when you ask that question it's awfully difficult to 
know how much you mean. I mean, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you do any more sports or? 

A. No but there wasn't an awful lot of time, I mean, we had, <..pause..> I mean we had the sports but, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you belong to Guides when you were younger? 

A. No I wasn't a Guide when I was young, the Guides had just started in Kilmacolm actually and I, it didn't, 
it hadn't gripped me at that, and then you see we left Kilmacolm in 1921 and went to stay in this place in 
Lanarkshire, and there was a Guide company there and I think I went. But it was really when I came 
back to Milngavie that I met a girl who lived opposite us, just, we were on the outskirts of Milngavie and 
she was there and she was the District Commissioner and the Captain of the Guide company in 
Milngavie and she got me absolutely away with it. And I mean I have done as I say, she was the one 
that brought me into it, and I had forty years of it. Camping and everything. Camping and taking them to 
camping, arranging camps, finding out, <..pause..> I never dug the trench for the latrine I didn't do that, we 
got a man to do that, but I mean everything else. <..pause..> We cooked on a trench fire, you see, with, 
<..pause..> like that. We did, I mean it was all done like that and great joy, but it was forty years actually. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the cinema? 
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A. Yes, oh yes. The cinema in, I don't think we had one in Milngavie, no not Milngavie, Kilmacolm, no I 
don't think so, not a sort of a regular thing, but we went to well Hengler's Circus, that was in Glasgow. 
That was a treat usually at Christmas and there were cinemas of course in Glasgow we went to. 

 

Q. Did your parents give you any pocket-money? 

A. Oh yes, yes, every week usually. 

 

Q. And how much? 

A. Well I don't, I, you know your getting me down to something I really I never, I don't remember. I mean it 
wasn't very much, it was probably a shilling or something like that. I don't think it was very much. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you spent it on? 

A. Sweeties probably for some of it, yes some. Then we were saving up for things. It's funny I just never 
thought back in my memory but there were certain things I liked, little dolls, little dolls you see, I was 
very fond of the little miniature dolls about this size which you got in a certain shop in the Arcade in 
Glasgow. 

 

Q. Were you given lessons by anybody before you went to school? 

A. No I don't think so. No, but of course we went, well I suppose I was about five, I think, I think so. 

 

Q. What type of school was it? 

A. Well it was one of the, well you know there is a school it's still there the Park School in Glasgow. It was 
a branch, St. Columba's School in Kilmacolm it was a big sandstone building. I mean it was built, it was 
one of three, there was one at Helensburgh and one at, not Milngavie, what am I getting? Kilmacolm 
and one in Glasgow. They were all linked together the Highland, the Grant Educational what's it called 
but it was; they were very good schools actually all round. 

 

Q. Was it a private school? 

A. Yes I suppose it was really. 

 

Q. And what did you think of school? 

A. Well I don't know I don't think we; I personally liked it, I mean I enjoyed it there, the company of the 
other girls and the things we were learning. I never was one that sort of stood back and said no, I mean 
I just went in with it quite frankly. (laughter) 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. There were some, some very nice ones. There may have been an odd one, but I never was troubled 
with that, I just accepted that they were telling us things and it was up to us to listen. I never really 
fought against things like that. 

 

Q. Can you remember what punishments there were if anybody did anything wrong? 

A. Yes there was, <..pause..> there was corporal punishment at least mostly my brother. But I had it once 
because I did something really, <..pause..> it was, my brother was annoying me and we were playing in a 
sandpit and I just lifted a shovel and I just, <..pause..> at him like that and well, of course, it did happen to 
strike somewhere up here and it cut, it cut him, you see. Well I don't think my father would have done it 
on me but my mother was quite firm, she said she does definitely, I know he just hated doing it, but he 
gave me two or three, with a kind of cane a sort of well some kind of strap, not a strap, but something 
and I got, I did get that once from him. 

 

Q. And what about at school what sort of punishments were there at school? 

A. Oh well nothing, nothing was the, <..pause..> the boys get corporal, I don't know it's so difficult. My 
brother learning to, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So it was to a mixed school you went? 
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A. Oh yes, well until they were nine or ten the boys and then they were all drifted off to different boarding-
schools, you see, and we went on until we were eighteen usually. 

 

Q. And did you stay at home when you were at school or did you, or was it boarding? 

A. Oh no we stayed at home, didn't go to a boarding-school until I was fourteen or fifteen. 

 

Q. What subjects were you taught at school? 

A. Well pretty general, I mean, Maths, English, History, a certain amount of French a bit of Latin, yes, no 
we didn't get any cooking, of course, that was a day school, it was when I went to boarding-school in 
England that we had a proper Domestic Science teacher and a whole kitchen place, you see. 

 

Q. Can you tell me a bit about boarding-school? 

A. I was there for three years, yes. Well it was a funny start because the war was just finishing, it was on 
when we all arranged that I was able to go there, and then at Chislehurst in Kent, you see, all the 
planes were passing over, you see, and they had to uplift the whole school and put it and take it down 
to Devonshire to a funny little tiny place just to be out to be safe, you see. But there was one term at 
that funny school, the whole school was lifted back again, because the war had stopped by that time. 

 

Q. So where did you get taken to? 

A. Devonshire, it was, <..pause..> it wasn't Dawlish, I can't remember. 

 

Q. Can you tell me what the sleeping arrangements were at boarding-school? 

A. Well there was, I mean the whole thing was under one roof, you see, where we slept and where we 
were taught. 

 

Q. Were you in dormitories, or single rooms? 

A. No they were mostly six in a room or four, I think, there were no single rooms, I don't think. No, it was a 
school that had been built especially as a school, actually. 

 

Q. Can you tell me what a typical day was at boarding-school? 

A. Well, <..pause..> breakfast I suppose would be at eight o'clock I suppose and then we started with certain 
prayers usually and then started with the lessons, you see, up 'til the elevenses I suppose and then on 
to lunch time and then after lunch we had games, you see. Games or Hockey, Lacrosse, I did Lacrosse 
I never really had anything to do with, <..pause..> and Netball and that kind of thing. 

 

Q. And what about after that? 

A. Ah well you were there for probably three years, <..pause..> you would be about seventeen you see or so 
when you left and that's when, I mean it had been arranged we would be taken to France you see, to 
this place where you got French. French all the time, except in a very small bit was English, and also 
History, French History you know, and then we were taken about a bit, to a play or a concert or 
something like that, but again I had a very difficult start because my father and mother took me over in 
October and my father evidently got something in the train going back that didn't agree in his tummy 
and he died very, quite soon. I mean I had to be taken back again to Kilmacolm for the funeral and that, 
and go back again, so it was quite a difficult start. 

 

Q. So this place was a finishing School? 

A. Yes. That's what they called it a Finishing School. Usually people there about a year, you see, or even 
more. I was just the one year and came back, because we were going to move house, you see. 

 

Q. And did you make any friends there? 

A. Well there was, <..pause..> yes one girl yes, who was from Falkirk, we became great friends. She is no 
longer with us sad to say, but of course, they were all from, there weren't any French girls there you see 
not living-in I mean, they were all either Scottish or English, or might be from somewhere else but 
English speaking, you see. 
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Q. And did you get to sleep in your own room or was it a dormitory? 

A. Well no I think I was with, I was with a four room actually, four and two, I think. 

 

Q. And can you tell me what a typical day was like there? 

A. Well it's a good while since 1921. I suppose we got up had our breakfast and school would start 
probably about half past nine I should say. And, <..pause..> with just one break probably for a cup of tea 
or coffee and then on to lunch, and after lunch we were very often taken somewhere to see a museum 
or a historical place or perhaps, <..pause..> singing or something like that. But they did take us well about 
in Paris and we had a good chance of seeing things. 

 

Q. What did you do after Finishing School? 

A. Oh dear! I came right into a flitting, leaving our home and going to this place in Lanarkshire. It was a 
very, very big removal, because of, <..pause..> I mean it, <..pause..> my mother wasn't naturally very fit or 
very well, so we had a good deal to help her with, so we were; We went to this place in Lanarkshire 
and, <..pause..> but I think she felt it was very, again very sort of lonely, I mean she had no idea when 
they made the arrangements. But that you know her husband would still be alive and with her and so 
we were only there, I was only there about a year actually and then, <..pause..> no I didn't go back to 
Paris, no just to finish that year. 

 

Q. You were saying that you did forty years of voluntary work? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. The Guides? 

A. Guides. 

 

Q. How did you originally get involved with them? 

A. Well I knew vaguely that there were Girl Guides, but I was, well we were just leaving <..pause..> the first 
home, never I never; <..pause..> besides there was so much to be done in the packing line that I just 
couldn't, and it wasn't until we came to live near Milngavie and met this very nice girl who lived just 
across the road. See we lived, you don't know Milingavie do you? No, well I mean we lived in one kind 
of biggish house on one side and this was on the other, and she heard you see that there were two 
daughters had come to stay in this house, so she I think hoped very much she'd get one of us as a 
helper, you see. So she came and then she took us down to the Guides to see them and I mean it just 
came quite clearly to me, you see, that I wanted to do that and she gave me a lot of sort of help and 
training, but she was only there a year with me, because she was already going as a missionary out, 
and that was planned and she was going so quickly I was jumped into being Captain of this Company 
you see and then Helper-Lieutenant. I had two helpers and from there it just went on because there 
were other companies forming in Milngavie, one anyway and then Bearsden became kind of part of 
Milngavie, mainly ran the thing together, and I went, I became District what they call District 
Commissioner for the two places, you see, and then I did Rangers. Now the Rangers are the older 
Guides, ones from fifteen onwards so it really built up to forty years altogether. 

 

Q. And how did you feel that the Guide Movement had changed in all that time? 

A. Well I suppose it has changed a good deal more now, I mean you see they were still wearing the big 
hats when I was there and now they've got wee skip caps about that size, <..pause..> We saw them the 
other night on the church parade I saw them. <..pause..> It was, well there is, there really are a lot of 
changes. But I've got lovely photographs I mean and, of course I did all the camping, that meant, 
<..pause..> I had a cousin who lived in Bearsden and she was a very good cook and she was keen to 
come so she was in charge of the cooking bit and then the children did it in rotation with her so that we 
planned it together you see what we would have for the meals for the ten days that we were away and 
where we got the stores and when, it was a lot of work. I was pretty tired quite frankly, 'cause one year I 
ran two camps. We were going to have gone to the head of camping which is down in England, 
Foxleighs, and then of course, we found that there were some families who just felt they couldn't afford 
that amount of money. It would cost more naturally with that journey to London, from Glasgow to 
London, and so we decided we'd run two camps. One for those who really felt, you know, their parents 
just felt they couldn't, and then there were some that went. So we had two camps, one after the other. 
Gosh I was tired, but still. 
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Q. What sort of things did you do on camps? 

A. Well of course the, <..pause..> their jobs you see, they were either helping with the cooking or washing up 
and then there were so many for, <..pause..> I mean the camp had, <..pause..> the camp had to be erected 
to begin with it was a plain field, and there was a man came and dug the trench which was for 'lats', 
latrines and we had a sort of hessian thing erected over, you see to make it private, and em. <..pause..> 
We had to make a place for the fire, I mean there was no, <..pause..> what do you call it stoves or 
anything like that then anyway, we just did it from scratch we had a good frying-pan and they thoroughly 
enjoyed it, loved it. 

 

Q. And did you sing camp songs and things? 

A. Yes, oh yes at night, oh yes all sitting round like that on sort of rug things. And we saw other Guides 
too, you know we did things together, and on church we went to the service in the church. They knew 
we were coming, and it was very nice, they went on parade and then every year, of course during the 
war anyway there was a, <..pause..> I mean a tremendous parade with all the different, <..pause..> parts of 
things that were, <..pause..> well Guides, Brownies, no not so much Brownies, Guides, Red Cross and 
other organizations formed up into a enormous long thing; and right out of Milngavie and we had to go 
all the way to the War Memorial and so we saw quite a lot. 

 

Q. Right. You were telling me that you travelled quite a lot? 

A. Well I don't see, <..pause..> did you hear me say about Halley, Halley's Comet? 

 

Q. No? 

A. No. Oh well, well when we were staying at Kilmacolm, my grandmother she was staying with us, she 
was very, very interested in what was called ‘Quarrier’s Homes’ a Mr. and Mrs. Quarrier who had all 
these little homes for children who had no families, you know, and they took them in. They were very, 
very good and it was all very well done and there was a school and everything, and we thought we 
knew that my grandmother was interested in Quarries Homes, <..pause..> from Quarries in the cab and 
horse. And I was sitting and looking out of the glass window and said, "Oh Mummy what's that funny big 
bright light up there through the glass and it's got a tremendous long tail attached to it." (laughter) Well 
she knew what it was. I'd never heard of Halley's Comet, but that was Halley's Comet. Now that was in 
19, <..pause..> now I don't know, it may have been 19, <..pause..> what ‘08 or something or away back 
there. You see Halley, Halley's they have seen something that looked liked Halley's Comet last year but 
I saw it and it was with us for several days you see it was wonderful I mean it was an enormous thing 
with this huge tail, and though everybody thinks well you saw it then, or something, though we saw that 
and em, <..pause..> I think I've told you we didn't really get a car until 1914 I think, but then the War was 
on and we didn't use it much, in fact, we didn't use it at all. But I had a wee car actually we got and I 
was taught to drive by the driver actually, I mean I didn't have any lessons at all, no, no way, <..pause..> 
what do you call it, no sort of, <..pause..> well being seen if you could keep in all the rules and that, they 
didn't have that in those days, but I was taught by the driver to reverse round and round in a thistle in a 
field to learn, <..pause..> and eh, <..pause..> yes I think I've probably more or less kind of, <..pause..> it was a 
full life. It may have been unusual, because I didn't have a job and a pay packet, nothing, I mean it was 
all; anything that I did was voluntary you see like these Guides and other things. And I loved my 
children, I said well I never had a husband but I had a lot of little girls, but I loved, and I really; they gave 
me and still do. One whom is coming back from Florida next week, now I've known her fifty-one years, 
she came to me as a little Guide of nine and she's been a wonderful friend to me. She's sixty now, not 
sixty she's , <..pause..> yes she's sixty now and I'm looking forward to seeing her and she's been a 
wonderful friend when I was ill here and that, she's been wonderful to me. 

 

Q. Right. Well thank you very much. 
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Q. Could you tell me what year you were born? 

A. Yes. I was born in 1904 

 

Q. And whereabouts were you born? 

A. I was born in the Gorbals in Glasgow. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. I lived there ‘til I would be about, <..pause..> maybe five when my parents and the rest of my family, 
moved out to Milngavie. 

 

Q. Did you come from a big family? Did you have a lot of brothers? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. No brothers, but five sisters. 

 

Q. Who was the eldest? 

A. I was the eldest. Yes I was. And I'm eighty three and a half. The sister next to me is eighty. She lives in 
Dunoon. My other sister next to her would have been, seventy five, but she died about ten years ago. 
She was, <..pause..> a Blackpool hotel keeper for most of her adult life and when she retired, which she 
had to do very early, for health purposes, she came to live in Balfron, where she got a very nice little 
house away along Weavers Vennel. She wasn't long there, two years, when she died. My other sister 
next to that is seventy three, she lives just out of Blackpool a bit, but she is a very retiring sort of lady, 
and never took part in any active <..pause..> work at all. In fact she didn't work very much at all, even 
when she was due to work, because she was more sort of, she wasn't delicate; but that was the reason 
my parents came out to Milngavie, because of her health when she was a very small baby. 

 

Q. Do you know how old your parents were when you were born? 

A. No. That is something I do not know. But they were young. I know they were young. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. My father's job. He was the youngest son, of a family of daughters, and I think he was the only son, and 
he was a bit spoiled. And they had a tailoring business. The daughters were all tailoresses, and he was 
expected to follow in the profession that they had, which was the tailoring business, which he refused to 
do. He wanted nothing whatever to do with the business, nor the tailoring. It wasn't his sort of, <..pause..> 
life that he could live, so he, left home, met my mother when they were young, married, and that’s 
where they could get a house at this time. And this was in about 1901, I think they were married, 1900 
or 1901, I'm not quite sure. Can't remember, it's on my own birth certificate if I was to look, but I haven't 
looked. At the moment I don't remember. But that's their history, I don't know what age they were when 
we were born, but I know they were young. 

 

Q. Can you remember what job he did? 

A. What sort of job? <..pause..> He was a gardener, <..pause..> once he came out to Milngavie. He went to 
different places, sort of jobbing gardener, until he got a more permanent position, as a gardener. And 
we were brought up in Milngavie and liked it very much indeed. We all went to school in Milngavie, 
which was lovely. It was a lovely country place at that time. 

 

Q. What jobs did your mother have before she was married? 

A. My mother was a cook in the Manse. But what Manse, <..pause..> nor where, but that's where she was, 
when she was married. She was married from the manse. That is as much as I can remember. 
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Q. So she never worked when she was married? 

A. Not after she was married, oh no. Oh no, no. She never worked after she was married. She had her 
family which was five daughters, and I think she had one or two boys, but they either died at birth, or 
shortly afterwards. I just don't remember, I don't know. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church at all? 

A. In the early days they did. In the early days, <..pause..> I can't remember. My father was a more, 
<..pause..> he practised his religion more so than my mother. My mother didn't go out much because she 
had the family to bring up, but my father was more religiously inclined. 

 

Q. What denomination? 

A. Protestant. 

 

Q. Did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. Politics? No. I don't think so. 

 

Q. Do you know what parties they voted for? 

A. I think they were sort of Liberal. I think they were Liberal. 

 

Q. Do you know what your parents did in their spare time, if they had any spare time? 

A. There was no spare time, my mother did an awful lot of knitting. She knitted continuously, when she had 
spare time. Apart from cooking and cleaning, when she had spare time, it was always knitting. I think I'm 
following suit. (laughs) I can't remember. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever belong to Trade Unions? 

A. My mother didn't. My father might have done. I could not say. I can't remember about that, but I think he 
did. I think. When he was living in Glasgow, before we left Glasgow to come to Milngavie, he was a 
member of the Boilermaker’s Union. There was some other word before that, I can't remember what it 
was, whether it was something and the Boilermaker’s Union. Yes I think. he was. 

 

Q. Was your mother ever a member of the Woman's Guild? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever take part in sport? 

A. Don't think so. Don't think so. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of your parents’ house in Milngavie? 

A. Happy memories. We were a very happy family. We didn't have a lot, but we just got by. And very 
happy memories, very happy family, really. 

 

Q. What was your house like? How many rooms did it have? 

A. Oh it just had, <..pause..> a big room, two beds in it, I remember, and the kitchen, <..pause..> big kitchen. 
And it was in a tenement, in Milngavie, and it is not so very many years since that tenement was 
knocked down. Say, it's maybe, <..pause..> I just can't remember. It was when the tram cars came out to 
Milngavie, it was still standing there. And when the tramcars and the tramlines were lifted again it was 
still there. After that it was knocked down. 

 

Q. Did you share a bedroom? 

A. Yes, I shared a bedroom. Yes. 

 

Q. With your sisters? 

A. With my sister, yes. I won't say we always agreed, mind you. We didn't. 
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Q. Where did the rest of the family sleep? 

A. My parents must have had the kitchen. Which was a big kitchen cum room about this size, you know. 
Probably it would have one of what they called, these ‘Inset beds’, you know. That's all I can remember, 
very much about it. But I remember it was a big kitchen and a big room. 

 

Q. Can you remember what the washing arrangements were? 

A. Yes, I can. It was just a washing board, which was made of, <..pause..> the towels were rubbed on it, the 
sheets were rubbed on it, and it was made of sort of zinc which was a sort of something like aluminium. 
And, actually, I've got a washing board upstairs in my linen cupboard, which I have kept, which, I had of 
my own, when I was married at first. And it's a glass washing board, very much superior to the one that 
mum, <..pause..> I can remember my parents’ [board], my mother had when we were all young. But she'd 
had several washing boards, because she, she rubbed so hard on them, that she, she made a hole on 
this metal, or whatever, it wouldn't be a very good metal, so it was discarded and you just bought 
another washing board. And you washed there and you rinsed in a tub of cold water and I don't know if 
they had a wringer at that time that you put round with your hand, a handle wringer. And they were put 
out on the washing green. Oh yes, it was quite good, quite good. 

 

Q. Did anyone else, besides your parents, and sisters, stay in the house? 

A. No, never, never, no. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all of the housework? 

A. As far as I remember, yes. I don't think we were a great help, we tried to help, you know, but I don't 
know that we were very great at the helping. 

 

Q. Did she mend all the family's clothes? Did she make them? 

A. Oh yes. She did and she knitted jerseys, and she knitted stockings, knitted stockings. I can remember 
once seeing a photograph of myself, in black knitted stockings, and a white dress, oh dear, black boots 
with buttons, it was very funny. (laughter) 

 

Q. Did you get many new clothes? 

A. Not a lot. We had to make do and mend a big lot. And things were always handed down, that’s why the 
other sisters always seemed to resent me being the eldest, because I got the new things. And after I 
was done with it, and it would be well worn by that time, it was passed on to the next one, which she, 
was very dressy inclined, my sister next to me, and she soon got it discarded. 

 

Q. Did you wear boots? 

A. Yes, we wore boots. I remember that, button boots, until we were coming on to about fourteen. Not after 
that. 

 

Q. What did you wear after fourteen? 

A. Shoes. Oh yes, shoes. 

 

Q. Did your mother ever pay anybody to help in the house? 

A. Never, she could never afford it. We didn't have the money. 

 

Q. Did your father help your mother with any housework? 

A. Not that I remember. No. 

 

Q Would he look after the children if your mother went out? 

A. He would do that, but she never went out. 

 

Q. Did he ever read to you or tell you stories? 
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A. Yes. And taught us to pray, taught us to pray. I can always remember, it was always he who came up 
stairs with us later on. When we were upstairs in bed, and saw to it that we all said our prayers. 

 

Q. Did you have any jobs about the house? Special housework jobs? 

A. Well I can remember we had a table in the middle of the kitchen floor, four chairs, they were all white 
wood, and every Friday, these, the table was scrubbed, pure white, and the chairs were scrubbed, and I 
think that was my job on Fridays. And it was always after school, which I resented, because I thought I'd 
done quite well at school, without coming home to scrub tables and scrub chairs. And I didn't like it, but 
that was more or less the sort of rule, where there was big families, each one got something to do. I 
don't remember what my other sister did, I think it was brasses. Which we didn't have a lot of, but she 
had to clean the brasses. I remember I had to do the scrubbing. The others would be too young to do 
very much I think. 

 

Q. Did you continue to do these jobs after you left school? 

A. For a while after I left school, yes, I did. 

 

Q. Can you remember what kind of meals you had when you were a child? 

A. Yes I can. Lots of soup, lots of porridge, <..pause..> eh, stovies. Very, very few fancies, very few. We 
didn't have anything fancy, it was all plain fare. Very good, and we were always there at meal times, 
able to eat it. 

 

Q. Did you have anything different on Sundays? 

A. I don't remember that we had very much different on Sundays, to be truthful. I remember my father 
always had Finnan Haddock, that was his, that was a Glasgow favourite dish, for a Sunday morning, 
ham and Haddie. And it was bacon, must have been fried, I suppose, and the big Finnan Haddie put in 
the frying pan, and the lid put on for a certain time, then lifted out, and it was delicious, with bacon. I 
think we got the smell of it. (laughs) I don't remember much about it really. 

 

Q. What were your favourite meals? 

A. Chicken soup was my favourite meal, I was awfully fond of chicken soup, and chicken. We didn't go in, 
we didn't get a lot of butcher meat, not that it was expensive, it wasn't. We got sausages, and the odd 
stew. My mother was a very good cook, she had been a cook y'see before she was married and she 
was very good. That was something she was very good at, she knew how to, <..pause..> economise. I 
suppose, having five hungry girls coming out and in all the time, I think it would make anyone 
economical. Wouldn't it? 

 

Q. Can you remember where your parents did the shopping? 

A. I think we did the shopping. We were sent out to do the shopping. I was sent out for the milk in the 
morning, and you had, it was a big long handle, a sort of big wire handle, and a two pint container at the 
end of it. And you could swing it up on to your shoulder, and we got two pints of milk, and it was 
skimmed milk, because you got the skimmed milk cheaper, and the skimmed milk was bought for our 
daily use, and butter milk was got, a pennyworth or tuppence worth, of buttermilk and that was for the 
baking. Which my mother did, big scones, probably, I don't remember if they were oven scones, I think 
they were girdle scones, probably, girdle scones, and they were baked with the buttermilk and they 
were most delicious, lovely. But everything seemed to me, looking back now, very much cheaper than 
what I'm paying for my milk and my groceries today. You could get tuppence worth of buttermilk, and 
that was about two pints. And you could get two pints of skimmed milk, maybe it was about fourpence, 
and fourpence, that's just about, <..pause..> what's that in today's coinage? Four p, it was less than, 
<..pause..> five p’s, was a shilling, <..pause..> it would be about half of that. 

 

Q. Can you remember if you went to the Co-Op to get the groceries? 

A. No we didn't. We didn't. No. The Co-Op was too dear. But they paid a dividend. As children and as a 
family, no we did not shop in the Co-Operative. 

 

Q. Can you remember going on shopping trips with your mother at all? 

A. I think as we got older, she used to take one of us, whichever, one would be left to look after the family 
while she went into Glasgow when she was buying, maybe shoes or boots for some of the family. Or a 
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dress or a coat, or something like that, that was the only time that she went to do any shopping. The 
shopping was done with written lines or we were told what to get in the shops in Milngavie where we 
lived. She went seldom to Glasgow, but she did, maybe about twice a year. 

 

Q. How did she get into Glasgow? 

A. The train went from Milngavie. And there were horse drawn carriages, that went from Milngavie, to 
Canniesburn. And you got into, from Milngavie to Canniesburn for sixpence. Now that would be what? 
<..pause..> Five p. and one penny. You got in there, Canniesburn, for sixpence. And from there, I think 
you got a ‘car’, <..pause..> the tramcar, that was the cheapest way to get in and the same way to come 
back out. I don't know, I think the train was quite reasonable too. Which took you from Milngavie Station, 
in maybe, to Queen Street Station or <..pause..> maybe Partick Station, which was a sort of cheap 
shopping area in Partick. And you could do your shopping, get back to the station and get your train 
back home to Milngavie. 

 

Q. Can you remember where you bought things, like furniture and clothes? 

A. The coal came round on a cart, as far as I remember. It was a long lorry with a horse on the front of it, 
you know, I think it was the Co-Operative who sold the coal. But there was great competition in coal, 
they came round with carts or lorries, but they were horse drawn lorries, and they had their coal on it, so 
far as I can remember. 

 

Q. Did you celebrate special occasions, like birthdays? 

A. Yes, the only way they were celebrated was with a great big dumpling. Threepenny pieces packed into 
the dumpling, probably one for each of us, maybe not one for each of us, I don't remember, but we were 
very disappointed if we didn't get a threepenny out of the dumpling. But that was all that was celebrated, 
just the, <..pause..> each one’s birthday. So we had quite a lot of dumplings and quite a lot of birthdays, 
y'see with the family. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you did for Christmas? 

A. I can remember we always hung our stockings up, I do remember that. And very disappointed if we 
didn't, <..pause..> we nearly always got something, an orange and an apple in the stocking, pinned up on 
the mantelpiece, I can remember that, perfectly. Maybe sweets, but very little else. Maybe a cheap doll 
or a cheap toy of some kind, nothing very much, nothing of importance at all. 

 

Q. Did you celebrate Hogmanay? 

A. Not very much. Not a lot. 

 

Q. Can you remember your parents playing games with you? 

A. No. I cannot. No. 

 

Q. Did you have books to read? 

A. We did. 

 

Q. Did you have books to read at home? 

A. My father was a great reader. My father was a great reader. And he used to go when he was very much 
younger to the Mitchell Library in Glasgow, where he got lots of good books and sometimes he went in 
from Milngavie, and again it was by train, for his books. He went a lot to the Mitchell Library, he was a 
great reader, brought home a lot of books, yes, and brought home books that he thought would be good 
for us. We weren't awfully interested in books, funny enough. 

 

Q. Can you remember which ones you read? 

A. I can remember reading ‘Uncle Tom's Cabin’. Yes I can. ‘Huckleberry Finn’, I remember reading that. 
No. I can't remember. 

 

Q. Do you remember any magazines that you got? 
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A. My mother used to get ‘The People's Friend’, which did the whole lot of us, we all got a wee keek at 
‘The People’s Friend’. And Annie S. Swan was the author of a great many stories, very pathetic and 
emotional stuff we thought it, <..pause..> we'd sit crying over it you know. But very funny. (laughs) And 
that ‘People’s Friend’ did us all, there was always a children's bit at the end which we enjoyed. 

 

Q. Did you belong to the library? 

A. My father belonged to the library, we didn't, as I'm saying, we weren't very interested in books 'til we got 
'til about maybe fourteen or thereabouts. I think we had a school library, if I can remember right. I'm not 
very sure. 

 

Q. Were you ever taken out visiting neighbours and friends? 

A. Not very much, no, not very much 

 

Q. Can you remember any family holidays? 

A. Yes, I can remember <..pause..> my father and mother, and all of us going into Glasgow to the 
Broomielaw, and for about one and sixpence per head, maybe sixpence for the children, we could sail 
from the Broomielaw to Dunoon. And we had several holidays in Rothesay and in Dunoon when we 
were all young. Yes. Beyond that, no, we had no holidays. After we came to about fourteen, each one, 
we were off to work, and that was the end of the holidays. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do on holiday? 

A. Just the usual things that children do, sandcastles, played on the sand that was all, walks, that was all. 

 

Q. Do. you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. No, wedding, no. <..pause..> Now I do, <..pause..> I remember my father and mother having us all dressed, 
two of us, myself, my sister next to me, we were all dressed for this wedding, I think it must have been 
some relation. I cannot think whose wedding we were going to, but I thought my mother was beautiful in 
a long brown skirt and a pink blouse, and oh she was very dark and she looked beautiful I thought. And 
my sister and myself were dressed up in white broderie anglais dresses with lovely tartan sashes and a 
great big bow at the back, and oh, I thought, we were really ‘The Top People’. And it came over, no it 
couldn't be wireless, whatever happened anyway, some of the royalty died. Would it be King George? 
Now you should know your history better than I do! Some of royalty died, <..pause..> would it be 1908 or 
1910? <..pause..> And these beautiful tartan sashes were taken off us and we got big, broad, black 
sashes put on our dresses and that spoiled the wedding. I thought we looked terrible, but it was a mark 
of respect for the royalty. We were going to this wedding and the cab came, and we got into this cab 
which was a horse drawn cab, and we went off to the wedding, I think the wedding was in Glasgow, that 
we were going to, you see. But we couldn't go with tartan sashes, with King George having died, or 
maybe it was his Queen, at the moment I can't remember. Shows how good my history is. But I was 
very disappointed that we got big black sashes round our waists with a big black bow at the back, but, I 
think we had a black hair ribbon, as well. The sister next to me, there must have been only the two of us 
that were able to go to that wedding. That's the only wedding I ever remember ever having been at. 

 

Q. Can you tell me how you spent Sundays in those days? 

A. Yes, I can tell you how I spent Sundays. We got up in the morning, I went for the milk, came back, had 
our breakfast, went to Sunday School at half past ten, came back, went to church about half past 
eleven, came back home and had our lunch, which would be soup, maybe pudding, bread, <..pause..> 
cheese maybe. I can't remember, back again to an afternoon session at the church, and back home. 
And if we weren't tired of it by that time, we went back with my father at half past six at night, or one or 
the other of them took us back at night. So that is how our Sundays were spent, until we reneged. 

 

Q. Did you go to Sunday School? 

A. Yes. Half past ten in the morning was Sunday School, half past eleven was church. 

 

Q. Did you go to a Temperance Club or Band of Hope? 

A. Yes. Yes we did. The reason we went there, I think was because they had, what we called in these 
days, table tennis. We got table tennis. They provided the games, and we could get grand fun, for, I 
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think we had to pay a penny mind you if I remember correctly. We had table tennis we had games at the 
Band of Hope. It wasn't the Band of Hope, no, <..pause..> what did you? <..pause..> 

 

Q. The Temperance Club? 

A. Yes, yes, the Temperance Club, that was right. 

 

Q. What else did you do there, can you remember? Have you any other memories of the Temperance 
Clubs? 

A. A lecture occasionally about the evils of strong drink. Yes we did. And I think we'd to join the 
Temperance Club and pay something for joining. I don't know, it wasn't very much I know, probably it 
would be plenty for us at the time. It was a penny or tuppence, certainly wasn't very much I know that. 
But this was a promise you were making, that you wouldn't touch strong drink, you had to; <..pause..> It 
was a printed postcard you got, membership card, and you got this, it was the Temperance, <..pause..> I 
can't remember very much about it, other than that. I remember we took the postcard home, and this 
was a promise that we made and we had to pay for that, we had to pay for the card I suppose, that was 
what the payment would be. Other than that I don't remember very much about it, we were quite young. 

 

Q. Do you remember any Sunday School outings? 

A. Yes I can remember the outings. They were just to a field maybe, at Craigton, or some of the outlying 
farms in the area, where we had to take our own tin mug, or enamel mug, with us, you know, like a 
beaker. And I can remember it fine. A string was put round the handle of it and it was put over your 
shoulder, and you thought you were just ‘It’. So we went off with our mugs hanging over our shoulder, 
and when we got to the entrance of the field, there was a big hamper and we got a paper bag, and we 
got a couple of Paris buns, (laughter) was what you called them. They were just a sort of bun thing, 
don't remember any sandwiches and there were no cakes, they were quite nice. We enjoyed them, ate 
them all up with our milk or tea, or whatever, we got. I can't remember. We all had to sit in a circle in the 
field, and the lady teachers, school teachers, Sunday School teachers and that came round with, put 
out, you got so much liquid, whatever it was. I think the farmer supplied the milk. That’s right, it was 
mostly milk, you got a big beaker of milk. You call them beakers now, but they were just a mug in these 
days. And it was quite a job to get one of these, because my mother considered they were far too 
expensive, and we couldn't all have one. So two of us had a mug each, that was my sister who was 
next and me. Some of them are very happy memories, and very amusing some of them looking back. 

 

Q. You were saying you were taught to say prayers at night. So was religion important to you as a child? 

A. I don't think it was very important. We just had to do as we were told. We knew that we had to obey our 
parents, that was one thing. And if my father said that was right, then that was right, it was the right 
thing to do. Beyond that I don't think religion gave us very much thought. 

 

Q. Who did you play with as a child? 

A. The children who lived in that same tenement. There was a big lot of them, a big lot of Roman Catholic 
families lived in that same buildings. And there were one, two, maybe four closes, where you went in 
the close and upstairs. And in these houses, they were big airy, nice houses, maybe two rooms and 
kitchen, one room and kitchen with a toilet on the stair head, no private toilet, or anything like that. You 
were very lucky if you had water, running water, inside the house. And the children from most of these 
houses, mostly Roman Catholic, big families, we played together, we all played together, Peever, 
chalked with a piece of chalk, made Beds, played our Peever, often with a polish tin, you know the 
Cherry Blossom <..pause..> Boot Polish. Well very often it was that, which wasn't a good thing for a 
Peever because it went too far from you unless you became very skilful in just giving it a very little 
touch, it got into the next department or compartment, whichever you would call it. If you were very well 
off you maybe managed to get a sort of concrete sort of Peever. Made of, <..pause..> what would it be? 
Might be made of cement maybe a bit of an old building or a bit of a brick, or something, if we could get 
it nicely shaped, it made a good Peever. And we all played at that, and there was a lot of; <..pause..> We 
were all very friendly Catholics and Protestants it made no difference, while we were young. When we 
got older it was different. 

 

Q. Can you remember what kind of toys you had to play with? 

A. Very little, very few toys, we didn't have a lot of toys at all. I can't remember toys at all. Books, yes, but 
not toys. Can't remember them. 
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Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Well we didn't like to get dirty, we didn't like to get our clothes dirty. But there was a burn, actually it's 
the Allander in Milngavie, and we went through this close and down the back green and down a slope 
which took us to the Allander running past. And we took out the big stones out of the Allander and made 
paths. This was some of the games we played, and got a piece of chalk, or something, and whitened 
them all, and made an awfully nice job o’ them and made a little house for ourselves. And that was our 
house and that was our shop, the girls next door, they made their ones, and they shopped from us, and 
we sold a lot of wee stones and that was sweets and we sold bigger ones for potatoes, and we 
had,<..pause..> It  was amazing how we passed, <..pause..> how we had a very happy time. That was one 
of the games we played. 

 

Q. Were boys and girls, did they play the same games? 

A. All played together. Yes. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to play with anybody that you wanted? Or were there restrictions? 

A. There wasn't many restrictions. We were all more or less the same. There wasn't many restrictions, at 
all. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time, away from school, at weekends? 

A. Well I did a lot of reading, I didn't go out an awful lot. I did a lot of reading after school when I could get 
any time to read. We had our chores to do you know, each of us had our bit of housework to do, but 
after that we were allowed so much time. My father was a great one for seeing that we did our 
homework and got on with all that sort of thing and then you had so much time for reading. 

 

Q. Did you have any special hobbies? Did you collect scraps or anything like that? 

A. Yes we did, we did. We collected scraps, some sort of distinctive scraps. Some would collect soldiers, 
you know pictures of soldiers, pictures of the navy, pictures of the ammunition that was available at that 
particular time. And others collected scraps that were flowers, beautiful flowers and the names of the 
flowers which was quite interesting. Others collected very nice coloured scraps of dolls, ladies, dresses, 
it was very interesting and very nice. 

 

Q. Can you remember going on any walks? 

A. Yes. We used to walk from Milngavie to Hillfoot, to the big cemetery which is away up, <..pause..>a hill 
down at Hillfoot, I can't remember the name of the hill at the moment. And the beautiful little white 
angels that were on some of the graves some of us took home, for they were far too nice to be lying in 
the cemetery. And my mother marched us back, all the way to Hillfoot, and made us put them back 
where we got them. (laughter) It was funny I can tell you, I can remember that vividly. 

 

Q. Did you go cycling? 

A. No. I didn't, my sister did. 

 

Q. Did you keep any pets? 

A. No pets. No pets. 

 

Q. Did you take part in sports? 

A. Apart from the school games, and the school sports and any outings like the Sunday School trip, we all 
ran in, <..pause..> we were keen to run in the games, but no other sports other than that. The school 
sports and Sunday School trips. Outings of that kind. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any youth organisations, like Guides or Brownies? 

A. No, we were not in the Guides and we were not in the Brownies. Later on after we left school, there was 
Youth Clubs run by the school in Milngavie, which I went to and my sister also went to. Yes that was the 
only, <..pause..> but not the Scouts nor the Guides, <..pause..> No. 
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Q. Did you ever go to the cinema? 

A. Yes, we went to the cinema, there was a cinema in Milngavie, and they showed what we thought 
probably was very good films. Douglas Fairbanks, Mary Pickford, and very often, I still throw this at my 
sister who lives in Dunoon, we; <..pause..> It was tuppence I think to get into the matinee on a Saturday 
afternoon, and we were, <..pause..> I think we got maybe, I don't know how much, I can't remember, but 
we got something from my mother at the end of the week for doing our share during the week’s work. 
And if you could manage to get this tuppence you held on to it to take you to the matinée on a Saturday, 
and very often, this sister, next to me, didn't have tuppence when it came to Saturday, so she got the 
jelly jars, washed and cleaned, and took them to the shop, and you got a penny on a two pound jelly jar. 
And if you had two that was tuppence, and she always managed to get two jars wherever she was, 
(laughter) and she was always at the film but that’s how she got there. And she would have her money 
spent, maybe on the Friday, forgetting that she needed two pence for the film matinée on the Saturday, 
but she would get there. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to concerts, music halls? 

A. Father and mother didn't go to anything that I remember. 

 

Q. Did your parents give you any pocket money? 

A. Very little. Only for work done. That was all. We didn't get pocket money, no, not as such. 

 

Q. If you ever did get any money, what did you spend it on? 

A. I can't remember what I spent it on. I think it would be a nice ribbon, or something for the hair, which 
was about three pence a yard or thereabouts. You could get a nice ribbon for your hair, and I think that's 
what I spent mine on, if I remember right. 

 

Q. Can you remember if you were given lessons by anyone, before you started school? 

A. Never, no lessons by anyone, before we went to school. 

 

Q. How old were you when you went to school? 

A. To School? Oh, five, five years old when we went to school, but I left again when I was fourteen years, 
left school when I was fourteen. 

 

Q. And what type of school was it? 

A. It was a big Comprehensive school I suppose, you would call it, you didn't call it Comprehensive in 
these days, it was just Milngavie Public School. 

 

Q. And what did you think of school? 

A. Well I quite liked school, I didn't have anything against it. I liked the teachers, some I liked, some I 
disliked. I liked the headmaster, very much, he was a tall gentleman, with snow white hair, his name 
was Mr. Lindsey. And I liked him very much. I felt he was very just and a very good headmaster. I liked 
some of the teachers, others I didn't like. I remember once I went off, I was sent to school, I would be 
about twelve, and there was some boys who lived down the road just a little bit from us in the same 
building, and they were going off on a very cold frosty morning, and there were other two girls going 
with them, and we were all setting off for the school. But I knew they weren't going to school, and they 
said they were going to thin turnips, and I said "Well I'm coming. How much do you get?" "Oh you get 
one and six" "Well I'm coming, I'm not going to school" And I went to thin turnips with these four or six 
young people of my own age, about twelve. And we got to the farm, and the farm welcomed us, and just 
sent us out to the field, and the frost, was so severe that the fingers were, <..pause..> I can still feel the 
frost on my fingers, trying to thin these turnips. I could have seen them far enough. But I worked 
religiously ‘til the end of the day, and got my one and sixpence, which I thought was great. But I couldn't 
tell when I got home where I got the one and sixpence, because I was supposed to be at school. And 
when I went back to school, one day was enough for me of that sort of thing. And when I went back to 
school the next morning, the teacher said, "You, you, you, out here! Where were you yesterday? And 
you? And you?" I said, "Well, I was thinning turnips, I was sent to school, but I didn't come to school." 
"Right you'll go through to Mr. Lindsey." "You? You? Where were you?", "Thinning turnips too." "Right!" 
That’s the way I got the strap, the leather strap, six times, and that was enough. I never got over it, I 
never in my life did anything that would cause me to get the tawse again, in my life. So my school days 
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from that, was quite, what should I say? Quite good. Quite good, no more playing truant, no more 
staying off, no more doing anything, but getting to school. So they could have their one and sixpence for 
me, it wasn't worth it. It was terrible. 

 

Q. So that was the usual punishment, was it, the tawse? 

A. Oh yes. Oh yes, yes. Going off without your, <..pause..> and your parents were written to and told about 
it, which meant another; <..pause..> well we weren't punished, but we were punished in their own way. 
The way they would punish us, I can't remember, but it was heartbreaking, at the time. It was 
humiliating really, that’s, it was more that, being found out was terrible. 

 

Q. What subjects were you taught? 

A. Everything, everything. Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, History, Geography, <..pause..> Singing, which I 
loved, Poetry, English. 

 

Q. Can you remember if boys and girls got the same subject? 

A. More or less yes, yes. 

 

Q. What did you wear to school? 

A. Just whatever I liked, or whatever I could manage to get, not a uniform, nothing like a uniform, no, no. 

 

Q. Did everybody dress the same? 

A. No. No, no. Everybody was just glad to get what they could dress in. 

 

Q. And did everybody wear boots? 

A. More or less, more or less they wore boots. All boots, boys and girls just more or less wore the same. 
Some of the girls wore button boots, the boys wore lacing boots, there were little metal studs at either 
side, and you put the laces over the studs at either side. I see some of them are out again, and they are 
quite, quite nice, but they did recall to my memory, the, having seen the boys, when I was just young at 
school in Milngavie, with these sort of boots on. But we were just a wee bit better when we could 
manage button boots. 

 

Q. Were some people barefoot? 

A. I can remember going barefoot in the summer time. Because I wanted to, and I got a, <..pause..> my 
mother was very angry at us going just barefoot, because we had, <..pause..> I don't think she liked us 
going with bare feet, but I got in the summer time when I was about quite young, about ten year old, or 
eleven, going around with my bare feet. And it was just lovely to get your bare feet, in the hot, hot lovely 
summer days. You got a good summer in these days. And I got a very bad cut with glass, underneath 
my ankle, very bad, I don't know where I would get it, I can't remember at the moment. But I do 
remember being taken to the doctor, and having a great, <..pause..> him cleaning out the wound. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you did at playtime? 

A. Playtime? There was a big shed, a big shed out in the playground. If it was good weather, we sat, 
<..pause..> no if it was good weather we played Skipping Ropes, different games at eleven o'clock, when 
we got out. Sometimes we had, what we called, a playpiece. Sometimes we didn't have any playpiece, 
it depended how much bread or scones, or whatever, was in the house at the time. Sometimes we got 
no playpiece. And my mother thought, well if you were eating at eleven o'clock, you are not going to be 
able to, for your lunch when you come home at half past twelve. No playpiece. So off we went without 
any playpiece, and sometimes if it was good weather and we played outside, it was alright but if it was 
wet weather you had to sit, we all sat in a row inside this shed, with a corrugated iron roof over the top 
of it. Wooden sides corrugated iron, a great big open shed, and it was not a nice place to sit. But it was, 
<..pause..> it was a place out of the rain, that was all and we weren't that awfully long out. Probably long 
enough to let the teacher get their coffee, or tea, <..pause..> probably a cup of tea in these days, and as 
soon as it was over the bell was rung again, and in we went. But, I never forgot the open shed which I 
didn't like. 

 

Q. Did you go on to another school afterwards? 
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A. Well, I was not very good at some things, and I was quite good at English, and I was awfully good at 
Music, and I was recommended to go on to Bearsden Academy. By Jove and I was so proud, when 
word was sent home, that I was eligible to go to, <..pause..> for Music, it was my music that was taking 
me on there, singing mostly. Back came the letter from my mother, that I was not going to any Bearsden 
Academy. She couldn't afford it; you had a uniform for Bearsden. You couldn't get a uniform, she had 
another four as well as me, and I would be leaving school when I was fourteen. So I had just to forget it. 
It broke my heart. So I always did resent that, being, not being able to go on, but it just wore off, it didn't 
hurt, it didn't last very long, the resentment, you know. 

 

Q. So you were fourteen when you left school? 

A. Left school at fourteen. My father was in the army by that time. He was in the First World War, which 
started in 1914, finished in 1918, or thereabouts. But he was called up, conscripted, in 1916. And they 
were the last lot to be conscripted because they didn't have the men to send out to France, and it was 
these married men with big families, who were the last to go. And they were called up, sent, many of 
them, much against their will, and they were all sent away to different parts of the country, where the 
war was raging, mostly France. And my father, in particular, was sent to Neuf Chapelle, in France, to 
break in wild horses. Now the horses were drawing the artillery to the trenches, and he could not 
understand, why he, a town bred man, was sent to, <..pause..> an Artillery Regiment, <..pause..> a Horse 
Regiment rather, with others to break in these wild horses. Where they came from I just don't 
remember. But I know, he was sent to, <..pause..> that was where he was sent, in 1916 and he was away 
for about two and a half years, two years ‘til it finished in 1918. And it took about <..pause..> say, six 
months to get them out again. When he came home, I had started work, and he was very angry at this. 
And very angry that my mother had not done something to keep me at school, which was a great big 
row. I always remember that, for I thought she was quite right, she had eh, <..pause..> I could see her 
point of view, she had four children, others to keep dressed and fed and clothed, everything done for 
them that they needed, with the one wage, which wasn't a wage, it was just an army allowance, from 
1916. And as soon as I was fourteen, I was so glad to be able to leave school, so that I could contribute 
towards the income of the house, and help to dress myself, and buy myself a pair of shoes, or a new 
hair ribbon, or a new frock, or a new coat, which you seldom got, was a new coat. And I would not in 
any way, stop the work. He was very annoyed, however he had just to get round to our way of thinking 
and settle down to life as it was lived there after the war, which was very, very poorly, <..pause..> the 
country was in a poor state that’s all. They were supposed to be the great heroes coming back to a 
‘Land of Milk and Honey’, which was the very opposite they came back to. And I was coming on for 
about sixteen years old, <..pause..> when I, <..pause..> read a lot as I said, I think that would about the best 
thing, <..pause..> the thing I was best at, would maybe be reading, but I was quite good at English. I don't 
know much more. I was good at, sewing, cooking. And oh I remember now, <..pause..> come sixteen, I 
was working in the Laundry, it was a big public laundry in Milngavie, and several of us from that same 
building that we lived in, all went up, it was a sort of routine, and we worked in the Laundry. And I 
started at the very earliest thing that you could do, was checking the dirty linen as it came in, and over 
the, <..pause..> From fourteen years till maybe sixteen, I was promoted, to each different stage of the 
laundry work which I liked very much, because I was good at it, and I was determined to be good at it. 
So that in the first place I would [be] competent enough to move onto something better, I had hoped, as 
I got on. And that my father wouldn't find an excuse for making me leave it, you know. But in these 
days, with eh, <..pause..> there was an awful lot of the girls and boys from the building that I lived in who 
all worked in this Laundry. And the machinery was going good style and they were singing all the time, 
Catholic songs, political songs. I used to come home and sing them, and he used to almost go for me. 
"Stop that at once, don't sing that here!" 

 

Q. Do you remember any of the songs? 

A. Yes. They were Irish songs, they were all Irish songs. One in particular was, ‘At Mountjoy one Monday 
morning, Still upon the gallows tree, Kevin Barry gave his young life, For the cause of Liberty’. And this 
was, <..pause..> I think my father said a Fenian song, which I didn't know what Fenian even meant. Oh, 
that was one of the things that, oh they all sung it joyfully, because the Roman Catholic element was in 
the majority, in this place, and if you didn't go with them well it was just too bad for you, that was just 
about the size of it. But on a Saturday evening, about seven o'clock, they all, the girls would stop about 
twelve o'clock or one o'clock on a Saturday, well we all arranged to go to this dancing class in 
Milngavie, and it was run by the Labour, the ILP which was the Independent Labour Party. It didn't 
matter to me, who was running it, it was dancing and it was music! And we had to pay a shilling, which 
was a terrible lot, but of course I was earning by this time. Not very much, but I was earning, and I 
managed to get a shilling for this dancing class which was run by the ILP. Oh, it was very good. But in 
that ILP there was a very good band, I think it was a melodeon, you called them in these days, it was 
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like an accordion, we called them a melodeon. The music was excellent. Sometimes there was a fiddle, 
the music was very good. There was a lecture, always a speech, you know, either before the dancing or 
in the middle of the dancing, or sometime during that time. The speaker always managed to get that 
arrow right home to me. I saw it as they saw it. And I felt very much that they were telling the truth, and 
that they saw this, instead of giving the men who had come home, a wage proper to live on according to 
the family they had, and the service they had done overseas, well it just wasn't happening, it just wasn't 
turning out that way. So I became very politically minded. And that was just at sixteen years of age. So 
by the time I was seventeen, I had joined the Independent Labour Party, it was just about a shilling or 
one and six to become a member. But I didn't tell them at home. (laughter) I just didn't tell them that. But 
I told them the dancing was awfully good. My father wasn't awfully taken on, my mother neither, that I 
should go out, but we all went in a crowd, I mean we all went together. The people, who all worked 
together, and we went to this dancing together. We spent most of the day in the church on a Sunday, 
which sort of made up for all the things you shouldn't have done, probably, during the week (laughter) 
Well we thought it was quite good, and that was how it was going to be, and that is how it was. 

 

Q. Did you ever attend any part time education? 

A. Yes. We went to night school. Several girls, friends of mine, both dead long ago, I'm so sorry about 
them, two, one was like a big Norwegian, she was a lovely girl, very blond and her sister, this was Lena 
Robertson and her sister Sarah Robertson. But Lena was awfully good on the mouth organ, and at work 
we would say, "See you tonight.", at maybe the English class or whatever particular class we were 
going to. I can't remember what class they took up, what classes they were going to, but I do remember, 
I was going for Shorthand and Typewriting, nothing less would do me. So we got away early, I think the 
class started about half past seven, and we left the house about half past six and five minutes took us 
along to the school. And in that shed, especially on a moonlight night, we danced to the music of Lena's 
mouth organ. We had the, <..pause..> I always remember the Valeta Waltz, and she knew it and I didn't, 
most of us didn't and she went through all the performance showing us the steps that we were to do. 
But she played all the time on her mouth organ, and we had the happiest time, we danced for about an 
hour in the shed, to the mouth organ of Lena. Then we went into the class, and if it was a good dry night 
when we came out we maybe waited ‘til about ten o'clock, and made all the, <..pause..> told lies when we 
came home, you know, were kept in the class and all that. And very happy, we got on fine, I was quite 
interested in the class, it was quite, quite good. 

 

Q. While you were at school did you have any part-time jobs, or any way of earning extra money? 

A. No. No. No. 

 

Q. What was your first full-time job? 

A. I think my first full time job would be the Laundry. Because my first sort of part-time job, after I left 
school, which was at Easter, and I worked in Kilmardinny, in the hothouses gathering the tomatoes, 
weighing them out, selling them, until about September, when I would start in the Laundry in the autumn 
of that year, not after, <..pause..> this was only a sort of summer job, in the big nurseries at Kilmordinnie. 

 

Q. How much did you get for the work? 

A. Very little. Very, very little, I think I only got two shillings or maybe two and sixpence at the end of a 
week. I don't think I got any more. 

 

Q. Could you describe your work at the Laundry? 

A. Yes, I said when I went there at first I was checking the dirty linen, it came in, in huge hampers, big 
wicker hampers, with a lid, and bolted down. And that came say from, Murdoch [Mugdock] Castle, from 
the great big houses that were in Milngavie. And you took out the linen, and you counted how many 
sheets were in it and you counted how many pillowslips were there, and you counted how many towels 
were there, and you put them all in a heap together what they were. You marked, <..pause..> you looked 
all round that sheet, the four corners of the sheet, and if it didn't have a mark, you put a mark on it with 
this laundry ink, which didn't come out when it went into water. And you marked all the linen, and saw 
that it was all marked. Then they were able to go with all the rest of the sheets, and they were all put 
into a big washing machine. I had nothing to do with that. I was only shown how to separate the dirty 
linen as it came in, see that it was marked, put it into the different heaps where it was taken away by the 
men, or women. It was women, because the men were all away in the First World War, and it was 
women who were doing the jobs, and they wore clogs because the floors where they were working, was 
wet and they pushed a trolley along, a great big wooden trolley, and they collected all the dirty linen and 
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they took it away to the next department, all on the one flat. And they put it into the washing machines. 
But my job was checking the dirty linen, and I became quite good at it and after six months or maybe 
nine months, I was put on to another stage of the laundry work, <..pause..> which was ironing. I wasn't 
awfully taken on with it. I didn't like it very much. Because I was very particular, it took me quite a while, 
but again I became quite good at it. And although I say it but shouldn't, I became a very good laundress. 

 

Q. Can you remember how you got your job at the Laundry? 

A. Yes, I do. There was a girl who stayed in the next close to where we were, and she was about say, 
<..pause..> oh to us she was old, she maybe was about thirty, I don't know. She wasn't married. She said, 
"Well, there's plenty of work at the Laundry if any of you like to come up", I said," Well you can put down 
my name, I'll come." ‘Course my father was in the army, you just thought you could do what you liked, 
you could twist your mother round your fingers. I knew it would be a good help, and it was better money, 
working in the Laundry, than what you were getting in sort of casual jobs. 

 

Q. So how did you learn your job? 

A. From more mature women, who were doing the job, they showed you what to, to do. 

 

Q. So you learnt from other women? 

A. Yes oh yes, you were shown how to do it, yes. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. From eight o'clock in the morning, I don't know whether it was one o'clock or twelve you got your lunch 
time, and then you went back at one o'clock after your hour. I think you got an hour for lunch, and then 
you got, <..pause..> you worked to five o'clock. That was your hours. Twelve o'clock or one o'clock on 
Saturdays, I can't remember, but you worked from Monday to Saturday at lunch time. 

 

Q. Did you holidays with pay? 

A. We had holidays, I don't remember about the pay. I just can't remember. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you were paid? 

A. I can't remember, but I know it was better, you were better paid than what you were doing any other 
casual jobs. 

 

Q. Can you remember if it was a time wage or a piece wage? 

A. No it wasn't time, <..pause..> it wasn't piece work. There was piece work for those who were more mature 
and could make a good wage at their particular job, but I was never on piece work. 

 

Q. Did you feel that what you got was a fair wage? 

A. Yes, at the time, I think we got a fair wage. 

 

Q. Did you give all of the money to you mother? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes, we gave every penny to my mother who was the manager. She had to do the managing 
of the finance, and she gave us back what she thought was sufficient for us, in pocket money. And if 
we, well we knew we wanted to go dancing on a Saturday evening, that was a shilling, 5p., and if we 
wanted to go to the cinema. I think by sixteen we were past the cinema, we didn't go to the matinée. It 
was only up, well you could go, I dare say if you were sixteen, I can't remember about that, but I know it 
was only tuppence to get into the matinée, and it was dearer to get into the other film at night, and we 
preferred the dancing on a Saturday night. Didn't go out much during the week at all. I always managed 
to make my money spin out. I knew where I wanted to go, such as for all the entertainment, which 
wasn't very much. But we could go to the Youth Club at the school, where you could get this ‘Ping 
Pong’, that’s what you called it ‘Ping Pong’, and different other; Dominoes, the boys got Dominoes and 
things like that, some were interested, some were not. They were out, and they came and danced with 
us in the shed. (laughter) Great fun. 

 

Q. Can you remember how much money your mother actually gave you? 
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A. No I can not. Maybe about one and six. It wouldn't be any more. 

 

Q. What other jobs were there in the Laundry? 

A. The Laundry? Well there was ironing, and there was packing the hampers to go back. There was 
checking with the goods that went back in and you had to see that they tallied with the list that you, that 
the checkers, that was what you were called when you started with the dirty linen, checkers, you were 
checking the dirty linen that came in. And the packers at the other end of the job, when the sheets slips 
and towels were all packed, and there was packers. And there was, well there was the checkers and 
there was the packers. And there was the dressers, which they called ironers, they ironed all the, 
<..pause..> And then there was a big mangle, great big, two big wheels that put round two big rollers. And 
the rollers were covered with felt, thick, thick felt, these two rollers, and then a very fine sheeting over 
the top of that felt. And the sheets were all put through this mangle, and at the other end there was two 
fed in the sheets, and there was two at the other side, took them out, folded them, and piled them up. 
And that was them at the mangle. And the sheets were put through, they weren't ironed you know. This 
was a sort of ironing process that they went through, going through this, <..pause..> just like a very large 
wringer, the same sort of style. But, <..pause..> ah, <..pause..> very, very good, <..pause..> There were 
packers and checkers and dressers and manglers and lots of things. (laughs) 

 

Q. Were there different jobs for men? The men that were left there? 

A. Yes, there were older men, yes. They did what they called the ‘Hydro’ They extracted the water from the 
washing. And the washing was all trailed out, the machinery was stopped, and the wet clothes were all 
pulled out and loaded into the trolleys, and these trolleys were pushed along to what they called the 
‘Hydro’. And then the ‘Hydro’ was a round machine, which was packed up with the wet clothes, right up 
to the top, on top of each other, and a lid put on that, and then it was started off and it extracted all the 
water from the clothes and they came out almost dry. Something like what we call today our spin dryer. 
Just the same idea, like a spin dryer. 

 

Q. Did men and women work together? 

A. Yes. Yes, more or less. 

 

Q. How did you get on with other people that you worked with? 

A. Very well. Very well. I went with them, I was a wee bit frightened from the element, as I told you, when 
we went in at first to work in the laundry, I was a wee hit nervous of the Roman Catholic element, 
because if you weren't with them, they just made it hot for you. If you weren't one of them, well it was 
just too bad. So I sang their songs, and I liked their songs, and I loved music and I loved singing. So I 
just went along with them, <..pause..> and it was. That was the only time. Once I became sixteen and 
joined the ILP, I became very politically minded from then on to the present day. And I have been quite 
happy with it all 

 

Q. Was there a work's club? 

A. Not that I remember, no. 

 

Q. Was there ever a presentation if somebody retired or left? 

A. Can't remember about that. I think there would be. 

 

Q. How did you feel that your employer treated you? 

A. Very justly, very well, yes I thought they did. 

 

Q. How did you feel about your employer? 

A. Well I was a wee bit nervous of them. One was a very religious man. The taller of the two was a Mr. 
Charlie Adams, and he was a very severe, austere looking man. And he was a great church man. The 
other also was, Mr. Fairley, who eventually, not at that particular time, when I was there, but eventually 
became my father's boss because when my father came home from the army he went gardening. And 
he went to work for this Mr. Fairley, who was a very, very, good boss. So that I was quite happy with 
them. I felt that we did get justice. 
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Q. Was there a Trade Union? 

A. Not that I remember. 

 

Q. Did you like the work that you were doing? 

A. Oh yes, I liked the laundry work. It was nice clean work, that’s why I think I liked it. I liked it very much, I 
liked the laundry work, and I felt that years after, when I was in my own home, I had learned quite a lot, 
you know. How to do different things in the laundry, how to become a good ironer, one thing, how to 
pack things and put them away. Oh it was quite nice. 

 

Q. How long did you do this work for? 

A. A good few years. I can't remember how many years. Maybe three and, and a half years. Yes. 

 

Q. What did you do after this? 

A. After that my parents, my father left Milngavie to get a gardener’s job at Duntreath Castle. Where they 
gave you a free house, and, of course, my father and mother, probably talked this over and thought this 
was great, which really it was not, because that was a tied house. And if you left that employment, then 
you had to leave the house. So it wasn't really a good thing. They left Milngavie, and gave up their 
home in Milngavie and went to Duntreath Castle in Blanefield, where they got a free house and a small 
wage. But he liked the work. And it was a very nice environment, it was really lovely. And my sisters had 
to walk from Duntreath Castle, where they lived, down to the village school. I don't, they say it was two 
miles, I don't know. At this time I was still in Milngavie, I hadn't come up with them to Blanefield. Until 
my mother insisted that I come up, because there was lots of good work to be had. If I just came up to 
Blanefield to the Castle. And I didn't want to come up to the Castle, I didn't want to leave my friends, I 
didn't want leave the work I was doing, but they made it so rosy, that I eventually gave my notice in to 
the Laundry, and left the Laundry and came up to Duntreath to live. I didn't go into the Castle to work. 
Because there was quite a big staff, there was a butler, and an under butler, a cook, an under cook, a 
kitchen-maid, a between maid, table-maid, under table-maid, lady's maid, there was more staff than 
there was owners of the castle, Duntreath. And I was not going into work in that sort of environment, 
and I didn't want to do it. So that was the first row when I came to Blanefield. However, I eventually got, 
<..pause..> I got a place in another big house, who were looking for, well I don't know what they were 
looking for, but what they got was a general maid, do everything, sort of stunt. And I went there. Starting 
a seven o'clock in the morning and you worked 'til, <..pause..> well 'til it was dark, and there was no more 
work that you could do. By that time it was seven or eight o'clock at night. By the time I got home I was 
absolutely tired out, but I had to get to my bed so that I would be able to get up again to start again at 
seven o'clock in the morning, for very little wages and scarcely could get any food. And I was appalled 
at the whole get up of this, so I didn't stay there very long. I didn't like it at all. 

 

Q. What sort of tasks did you do? 

A. Well I went in first in the morning, and I had to feed the dog and I couldn't get anything to feed the poor 
dog with, because the very scraps were used, I think for the table. So that I could get nothing to feed the 
dog, which annoyed me very much. Then I had to start on the big range, which is a fire place, clean it 
out, kindle the fire and get it going, and it was a great big fire. Black lead the grate, shine it up, polish it 
up and have it shining when the mistress of the house came down, about maybe eight o'clock. And in 
between times if you could run and set the dining room table, good enough, you set the table, you set 
for three or four. I think there were three in the household at that particular time. The girls were away at 
boarding school. They weren't home, they came home at holiday time. I didn't like this at all, I didn't like 
because, there was no, <..pause..> she would say, "We'll have such a thing. Oh yes, we could take these 
bones today, we'll have soup, we'll boil up all these bones, we'll have soup." She did the cooking, while I 
did the preparing of the vegetables. The bones were all boiled up, we got soup, and lots of vegetables 
in it. Very little else, we got potatoes, I was always hungry when I came home, I was always looking for 
something when I came home at night. I was always able to get a good big scone, you know. My 
mother's baking, a good big scone something like that, which satisfied us, there we were. I stayed in it, I 
think, for about six months, and that was private service, which I did not like at all. And I vowed then if I 
married, I would be about seventeen and a half at this time, that if I ever married and had, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Now we were talking about Domestic Service. 

A That is right. I had left Horsburghs. I wouldn't work in the Castle when I came from Milngavie, to 
Duntreath Castle. It was too big a staff, and I didn't like the idea of service at all, because of the, not 
training, but because of the, I suppose it was my political awareness had something to do with it. 
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Thinking back over the years, I think I must have been a bit of a little firebrand at that time to sort of 
renege as I did when I was only seventeen. And I did not want to go to this Horsburgh's, this big house, 
who were county people, but to me they were just hopeless. I couldn't describe them, because of their 
inadequate food that they had in the house, to feed themselves, their little dog, and I couldn't get 
sufficient, which was, <..pause..> I had my breakfast before I left my own home, my mother’s home, and 
went down to this house at seven o'clock in the morning. Luckily it was the summer mornings, and it 
was quite nice. And it was only about five or ten minutes from where we lived at Duntreath Castle. We 
lived above the stables, it was a big house, a big flat that ran right over the stables, and it was very nice. 
So having got down to this house I had them all sized up in a very short time, and I knew it was not for 
me. But I decided I would give it a fair enough trial, and I waited about four months, I think in that place. 
I wasn't very old? And I came home when it was coming into the early autumn, and I said, to my mother, 
"I'm not going to stay on there any longer, because I don't like it and I don't like the people. So I am 
going to leave." I thought she was going to collapse. Oh, that was just the last thing that could happen 
to her. Because everything was going nicely, by this time, my father was entrenched, more or less, and 
loved his work and the castle, lots of work, gardening work to do, you know, and he liked his work. And 
it was a very lovely, scenery, it was lovely there, money was very small, that was the only thing. 
However, I said, "I will get something else, don't let it worry you." And somebody, I think it was a van 
that came round, with bread or something. There was a grocer's van, and there was a bread, there were 
lots of vans came round, horse drawn vans and there was a horse drawn baker's van. Just a square, 
like a big square, <..pause..> caravan, well half the size of today’s caravan, and a horse, you know, into it. 
Lots of nice bread and things. Which my mother would go out to and buy only what she wanted. Which 
was lots of bread. And he said to my mother "My you have lots of girls growing up here. Plenty of work 
for them here." "Oh!" my mother said, "It’s not the kind of work that my daughters seem to like. My 
eldest daughter is leaving Horsburghs." "Oh," he says, "don't let that worry you, there is a laundry 
started down in the village." She said, "A laundry! Oh, she is very good at laundry work. She had four 
years or something in Milngavie, in the big laundry there, what they called the West of Scotland 
Laundry." "Well," he says "tell her to get down. They are a very nice couple, they are a middle aged 
couple, who are running this." I don't know what he said about the man, but he said, “He is a bit crusty”, 
I think that was, I don't mind the word he used. "Send your daughter down, if she would like a job, send 
her down." So of course when I came home, but I had to work, I think a week’s notice, with these 
people, Horsburgh. And I told them I was leaving and she said "You'll never get a job round here, you'll 
never get a job round here." I said, "I don't want a job, such as this. I'm not going to do this kind of work. 
I can do this for my mother, at home. I am not going to do it to anybody else. I'm not going to do it." So I 
left. I was almost in tears, I must admit, for I did not know what I was going to do other than go back to 
Milngavie, where I knew I could get work and I would be with my friends. But I would need to stay away 
from home. 

 

Q. Whereabouts did you stay in Milngavie? When you were actually working there, and your parents had 
moved? 

A. I stayed in Allander Terrace, its knocked down now, years and years ago. Allander Terrace was the 
name of the big building that I lived in. 

 

Q. Did you stay on your own, Or with friends? 

A. You mean when I stayed with my people? With my family? 

 

Q. No. When they moved? 

A. When they moved, I stayed with a girlfriend, I think I told you about these Robertson girls. Lena and 
Sarah. I can't remember, I think Lena was my friend, and Sarah was a bit older than her, stayed with 
them for a while. Very nice family they were. They were sorry when I went, but I still felt that I should 
come up to Duntreath, and see if I could be with my mother. I would be a greater help to her and the 
girls that were growing up, my young sisters, who had to walk from Duntreath Castle down to Blanefield 
to the school, every morning. There was no motor cars, there was no lifts, sometimes a horse and cart 
passed them by. But they would be running and walking, and running and walking, turn about, 'til they 
got to the school. Where they had about two slice of plain bread and margarine, lucky if they had jam on 
it. And they ate that, at half past twelve or one o'clock out in this shed, that I was telling you about. The 
same sort of shed was down in Blanefield, I think it is there to this very day. When you are passing 
through Blanefield, and you look up at the school, it is not a school now. But, <..pause..> that was their 
lunch, bread, margarine, lucky if they got jam on it. And no bottles of milk in the school in these days, no 
such thing. And there was Peggy, and there was Isa, and there was Jessie, and there was Marion, four 
of them. Now Marian, she was three years younger than me, I don't go very much to Blanefield, but the 
three young ones, walked it for years, ‘til they left the school. They had to walk up home at four o'clock, I 
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think they got out about half past three, when they were, the winter came in, or maybe three o'clock, to 
walk away up to Duntreath, which was about a couple of miles. But, och, they would talk and they would 
have a wee bit fight on the road, they got home eventually. 

 

Q. Can you tell me what a typical working day would be in service for you? 

A. In service? Well I was up about half past six in my mother's home to walk down to this house I was in. 
This place I was in, in Blanefield. It is nearer Dumgoyne, it is not very far away from Glengoyne 
Distillery, it is just yards from Glengoyne Distillery, which is just down there. Started at seven o'clock in 
the morning, and it would go on 'til about seven or eight o'clock at night. Because I had hot bags to put 
up in the bedrooms, it wasn't bags, it was pigs, It was like a jelly jar, but much longer. To put up in their 
bed, I could have thrown it at them. That’s how I felt. I didn't like them. However, as I tell you, it went all 
day, and would have gone on 'til I was exhausted if I'd had a bedroom there. Which they offered me, but 
I didn't want that. I knew if I had a bedroom there I would be working up until I just fell into my bed 
maybe ten or eleven o'clock at night, whenever it was, but you had to be there. 

 

Q. Did you get a lunch break? 

A. You got something. Whatever they were having, you got yours on the end of the kitchen table. And you 
took it, and that was your, <..pause..> very little. Very little. I had to look forward to my good meal at 
home, when I came home, maybe about six or seven o'clock, or seven or eight, whenever I did get 
home. 

 

Q. How long did you have for your lunch? 

A. Oh. No time at all. Just time to eat it, and get up and get started again. No specific time, such as lunch 
time or anything like that. 

 

Q. Did you have any days off at all? 

A. Oh yes, I think I had a half day in the week. Or one and a half days in the two weeks. One day it would 
be a Saturday off, in the fortnight, and the next it would be maybe, a Sunday off, you know, and half a 
day during the week. Very little time off. 

 

Q. So. You didn't get on with your employers? 

A. Yes. I got on quite well with her, oh yes. But I didn't like them. I didn't like the place. It is still there, much 
the same today. I hope by this time it is much improved from what it was. That would be, well I was just 
about, <..pause..> I was just seventeen, just a little over seventeen at that time. 

 

Q. And you worked in the laundry after that? 

A. Yes. I went down, and saw this couple. It had been a great big shop. It had been a shop and the interior 
and whatever shelves and things, was all taken out of the shop and this, Mr. Taylor, was his name, had 
installed a little machine which did collars, gent’s collars. And you went through to what would once be 
the back shop of this, and he just had a great big washing machine. And he had an extractor too. On a 
smaller, <..pause..> something like a spin dryer, but on a much bigger scale, you know. And that is where 
he did his washing, and his ironing, and his extracting of the water, spin dried them, sort of. Where were 
they dried? I can't remember where they were dried. There were two women worked in the laundry 
when I got there. And one, the eldest, must have been about sixty I'm quite sure. And the other one 
must have been, say fifty, maybe over fifty, I could not say. To me they were very old, for I was so 
young. But I don't know that they would be so very old really. But anyway, they worked and they had; 
there were ironing tables, there was four ironing tables in a row, on the side of the first entrance, what I 
expect would be the main shop was the main laundry, that was the ironing place. The clothes were all 
damped up and piled up at each table, for whoever was going to be ironing, but there was only two 
ironing, there, and this was these two women, and to me they were quite elderly. And I thought, "Oh 
dear, I'm out of the frying pan into the fire, no young people down here at all." But the couple who had 
this, had taken over this as a laundry, had a young daughter. Today she is living in Blanefield, and she 
must be about, over seventy, maybe seventy three or seventy four. I got a job in the laundry of course, 
and I could work the little collar machine, it was a case of pressing your foot on this lever, and this little 
table thing went out and in under a glazed roller which was heated. It was a big heated roller, about say, 
twenty four inches long, and this, when you put your foot on this lever, this little table thing, went out and 
in under the roller, sort of ironing out the collars and glazing them at the same time because it was very 
hot, and the collars were all damp and starched. And the time they came out from there they were as 
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hard as a brick, depending on how many times you turned your collar when it came back to you. And 
put it out and in, and out and in, and out and in, 'til you thought it was stiff enough, then you bent it over, 
and sort of turned it into a sort of curve and hung it on a little sort of, <..pause..> eh, <..pause..> hanger 
thing that came out, and you put these over it, shaped the collars, and they dried off hard as a brick. 
That is how the men’s collars were done. Then I could go from there over to the ironing tables, and they 
tried me out with plain things at first, just to see how I could iron. I loved ironing, I still to this day like it. I 
like ironing. And so I got the heavy shirts for men, <..pause..> and, "Oh, dear me," I thought, "these are 
awful heavy." But they paid good wages. They paid good wages. And you started at eight o'clock in the 
morning, ten o'clock you had about a ten minute break. This would be in about what? Nineteen, 
<..pause..> twenty maybe? Thirty? Twenty-two, maybe? Oh, I don't know. I just can't remember that. I got 
a job in this laundry, and as I am telling you. And I liked the work but, I felt I was getting awfully coarse 
shirts, but I said, "This does not matter, I can stop here at five o'clock, and my days' work is over." But I 
had to get myself home to Duntreath, where I had to walk home. Didn't mind it. I was very, very, happy 
because I was making a good wage. 

 

Q. How much were you actually getting? 

A. Oh. I could not tell you. I can't remember. But I know it was, it was very good. “Well Edith we have got 
some beautiful underwear, from Lady Edmonstone”; and they were so glad at getting the Duntreath 
Castle linen to do. Because it meant, it was a great boost, for this couple who had started up this little 
hand laundry, and very little machinery, you know there wasn't a lot of machinery. There was the 
washing machine, the extractor, which we now call spin dryers, and there was out in the front part of the 
laundry, there was this little collar machine and four ironing tables fixed to the wall. You know they were 
fixed to the wall, these ironing tables, and there was a big round circular stove in the centre of this 
laundry. It wasn't a very big place. And you had to heat your irons on this, one after another. There was 
about say twelve irons, and Mr. Taylor was the stoker, and he came in, and he looked in at this place, 
and he kept stoking up the stove, to keep it always at the red hot, <..pause..> he kept stoking up the 
stove, so that it was always kept at this certain heat. To me it was like coal, but it would be sort of, 
<..pause..> what we call ‘Coalite’ now. I don't know what sort of fuel it was, but he kept fuelling it, all the 
day long. It lasted quite a long time. And it kept the ordinary flat irons hot and that's what we ironed with. 
So this morning I went in and Mrs. Taylor said "We've got some beautiful underwear from Lady 
Edmonstone, we've got some of the staff bed linen." Oh, and there was a big staff. So this was a great 
boost for the Taylors at this time. As I said they had one daughter, who was just a little girl at school at 
this time. And I had told my sisters about this girl Taylor, and asked them, when I'd gone home, if they 
knew her, and they did know her. So that when I started in the laundry, my sisters came over from the 
school, which was just across from the laundry, and often had a cup of hot tea with me in the laundry, 
where I stayed to have my lunch. The other two women went home because they lived in the village. 
But I had to come from Duntreath Castle and take my pieces with me, you know, for lunch. Although 
Mrs. Taylor was a very nice person, and she baked, and she would bring us down scones and tea at ten 
o'clock, when we just had about ten minutes for our break, which was quite long enough. And I think it 
was from one o'clock ‘til half past one was our lunch, and again, the doors were locked up when the two 
women went home. But I stayed inside and had my lunch, my sisters sometimes came over from across 
the road from the school, where they were at. And it was a much happier time for them, because they 
didn't have to sit in this shed with their pieces. And it was much more happier for them. I was a long, 
long time in that laundry. I loved the work, and I went from lowly beginnings in that, to ironing out the 
very best of Lady Edmonstone's beautiful nightdresses which were made of crepe de chine, which was 
a <..pause..> thing we don't have now. They were beautiful. They were like nylon, but a little heavier, than 
nylon. Pink, and pale blue, and pale green, they were beautiful. And this first lady who ironed at the first 
table, there were just the two of them, showed me how to do this. How to fold the fine nightdresses, and 
underskirts, cami-knickers, that you see now, they are coming back again. We had all Lady 
Edmonstone's <..pause..> linen and underwear. It was really, it was a pleasure to do, it was beautiful to 
do, and I loved it. And I was eventually given the very fine work to do so I knew I had moved up in their 
estimation as a worker, being able to do this. I was very happy in that place, very happy. 

 

Q. Going back to when you first started working, what did you [do] in your spare time, away from work? 

A. In Duntreath? In Blanefield? NOTHING! <..pause..> There's no lights in the streets, the place was dark. 
We had a big old gramophone, like ‘His Master’s Voice’, that you often see in adverts now. You know 
that one with the wee white dog sitting? <..pause..> Well we had a big gramophone like that. I think my 
father had got it one time he was in Glasgow, or he was at some sale or something. But when he came 
home with this, <..pause..> it had only to be played at certain times, and I think he had about two 
gramophone records, and I don't, <..pause..> probably would be hymns, or something. I don't remember 
about that. But I do know, that that’s how we passed our time. We saved pennies to buy records so that 
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we could have; we danced, we, not that I knew much, very much about dancing, but I showed the other 
ones how to do. We put on a record that we liked, and we would sing to it and dance, and that’s how we 
passed our time. With this gramophone at home. Played games. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any clubs or youth organisations? 

A. Not in Blanefield. I never did, not in Blanefield. There was nothing to me, to belong to, that I can 
remember. Nothing at all in the villages. They didn't cater for young people. They didn't cater for very 
many people at all. They didn't really. 

 

Q. Can you tell you how you spent your Sundays in those days? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> I think I would spend my Sundays, sewing, patching, darning, looking after my clothes that 
I had. And looking after my sister. That’s how Sunday was spent. 

 

Q. Do you think religion meant more or less to you after you were a child? 

A. Religion didn't mean an awful lot to me. I was beginning, I think, in, <..pause..> at that time, to sort of, 
penetrate, <..pause..> to penetrate, is the only word I can think on at the moment, religion. And my father 
didn't insist on it at all. Because we had to walk this two miles to the village. He did insist when we were 
all young, and in Milngavie, it was quite different from living in Blanefield. You had to walk to the church, 
and it was a beautiful little church, it is still there today, in Blanefield, where I was married, in it. It is now 
a dwelling house for a couple, who bought it some, maybe thirty years ago, and turned it into a dwelling 
house. 

 

Q. And obviously you took a big interest in politics? 

A. Yes, I did. And the more I saw of the community that I was living in, the more I thought, politics was the 
thing for me. Had I had a better education, I would have gone into it on a bigger scale. But I felt I didn't 
have the education I needed. But I was determined to train myself and teach myself, and I did just that. 

 

Q. What sort of party activities did you do? 

A. Well I sort of lost contact a lot once I left Milngavie. All my contacts were in Milngavie, so that when I 
came to Blanefield I had to more or less just do without them, I didn't have the same contacts. No one 
was prepared to walk from Milngavie over to Blanefield, just to see me. 

 

Q. What about your involvement in politics in later years? 

A. Well in, <..pause..> while I was in that laundry, there was a big house just a few yards up the road, where 
I used to take round the linen to when it was ready, for them, and they were called Coburgh. And it was 
called Blanefield House, it was a big stone house, a beautiful house. Big drive up to it, but it was just a 
few yards from the laundry. And Mrs. Taylor used to say to me "Now Edith would you like to take round 
some of this stuff to Mistress Coburgh today? There's two nice boys round there." Well, I said, "Yes I 
would." It was a change to meet people, or to meet young people. So I was given the task of taking this 
parcel of laundry to Blanefield house about once a week. And there was this old fashioned, today, in 
today's world it would be a very old fashioned looking car. But there was this old fashioned looking car 
and all the plumber’s tools and everything all banged into the back of this car. And this was the two 
young men who were working in this big house. Very often she sent me round on my lunch time, when 
they would be at their lunch, the workmen, and it was almost my lunch time. So that if I didn't take my 
lunch quickly and go round I just had no time to spare once I got round to Blanefield House, with the 
laundry. So I went to this Blanefield House with the laundry. And Grace was the name of the cook. She 
was a small woman, and I'm sure she must, to me she was about a hundred; but I think she would be 
about maybe between sixty and seventy. Oh she was always making puddings or something or, 
<..pause..> she was always very busy. And she was dressed like that, I don't know if you saw ‘Upstairs 
and Downstairs’ and that Mrs., what the cook was, she wore one of these hats with a frill. And Grace 
the cook was just like that. She wore a frilled white hat, and she wasn't very tall, I was as big as her, and 
I used to think what a queer looking wee woman she was, and to me she was so old, looking at her. 
And the plumbers would be sitting at her big kitchen table enjoying their piece, it would be their lunch 
time. "Just put the laundry down there". And the laundry parcel was put down and they would say 
"Where do you live?” and “What's your name? We haven't seen you in Blanefield before." And the chat 
went on. And I found [my]self going round quite a lot to see the plumbers who were working at the big 
house. To make a long story short, I married one of them. (laughter) So that curtails that! 
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Q. Can you tell me about your political activities? 

A. They were more of less, when I went round to see, to Blanefield House, when I went round there I was 
coming on for eighteen, and nineteen and twenty, and these boys were politically minded, who were 
working there. And while they were working to what we called ‘The Landed Gentry', which these people 
were, they were putting out their propaganda for Labour, at the same time as they were doing what they 
were supposed to be there to do; to do the repairs and do the plumber work. They were getting their 
shaft in to the staff who were also in this house, and telling them that ‘No way’ were the people they 
were working to interested in them personally, all they wanted out of them was as much as they could 
get out of them, for these plumber boys said they would pay you with a broken plate. That is ‘Wallies’, 
what we call ‘Wallies’, a Scots word, ‘Wallies’. But this is what actually happened. They were good 
Labour propagandists; putting it over in all the big houses they went into. It was very, very funny, and of 
course they kept me up to date. And I became very interested, and it renewed my activities as far as far 
as politics was concerned. And having had worked in this Horseburgh’s and seen life at Duntreath 
Castle, with low wages, and unless you could bow down to it, well it was just too bad for you. It wasn't 
much, <..pause..> it was an existence. No, to me it was nothing more than an existence, it wasn't much 
life. 

 

Q. You were speaking at the Labour Party Conference? 

A. I was speaking at, in 1985 at the Labour Party in Conference, where I was invited to accept this for my 
years [of] work in the Labour Party. Over the years I'd been a Labour Party Member, for sixty five years, 
and because of that, they were so interested in an older member, and if I was interested at all, they 
would pay my way to Bournemouth where they were having their Conference, if I would come along and 
just say a few words, back, eh, of interest. Which I thought would be of interest to the Conference. And 
as I say they paid my way to Bournemouth and my daughters’ way and paid our hotel, which was very 
excellent of them. I never expected such a thing. I never did it for anything coming back, you know. You 
did it because you were enthusiastic and anxious that we should have a Labour Government. I enjoyed 
it very much. 

 

Q. Can you tell me what age you were when you were married? What age were you when you were 
married? 

A. Nearly twenty three. 

 

Q. How long had you known your husband for? 

A. A good few years. Yes, quite a good few years. 

 

Q. What age was he? 

A. Twenty seven. 

 

Q. Of course you met him, <..pause..> 

A. I met him at this house, that’s where I met him. 

 

Q. Where did he come from? 

A. Balfron. 

 

Q. Was he from the same sort of background as yourself? 

A. No. No. He came from a more moneyed background. His people had been publicans at one time. His 
father had died and left his mother with two sons, Jim and John. And Jim had died in a very bad 
epidemic of ‘flu in 1918. And there was only six months between his brother's death and his father's 
death. So that he was left, more or less, to look after his mother, and was the breadwinner. Although 
they had savings behind them, which my family never had, because they could never accrue. Savings 
could never, they could never manage to have savings, because they had too many mouths to feed off 
the meagre wages that my father had. Do you see? 

 

Q. Did you get engaged? 

A. Yes I got engaged. And I can tell you a funny story about that if you've got the time to listen. We got 
engaged, we went into Glasgow, bought a very nice ring, and we were very happy about it. And we 
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came away out to the Stockiemuir, I don't suppose this part of the, beautiful place, we were sitting away 
up high looking down onto a little loch and the Stockiemuir. I can't remember the name of the loch, but I 
always remember how lovely it was when I got my engagement ring given to me. I made all the 
promises which I kept, at that time. And, about a year after that, we'd been engaged for about a year 
and we were going to get married when I was twenty one, but his mother was very possessive and very 
jealous. I suppose just having one son, and he was a very good, dutiful son. And I had visited their 
home up here in Balfron, several times, before I was engaged and after I became engaged, I visited 
their home. But I could see that she resented me, not that she wasn’t very nice, but I could feel the 
resentment. I was going to be taking her son from her. And that, she didn't like it, I knew she didn't like 
it. And I married her son, and stayed in their house for a long number of years, but we never got very 
close. Not that she ever said anything, but I always felt that the resentment was there. 

 

Q. Did you manage to get furniture and household things together quite easily? 

A. Yes we did. Yes we did. I was going to tell you this story, which I'd forgotten about when we were 
engaged. We went to several dances, but we were saving up as much as we could, each of us were 
trying to save up what we would spend on our home, when we got our home. But they had a fairly big 
house up here in Balfron, my future husband and his mother, at this time. And she had three or four 
rooms, which she used to let out in the summer time, not that she could cook or do anything for them, 
she just let out the rooms, y'know, for them. But when we decided to marry, my husband said “Well, 
we'll take over these rooms. We'll stay there and we will pay her just as [if] we were paying a stranger.” 
Which we did. But that is still getting away from; <..pause..> We went to several dances, but not many, 
because we tried to save as much money as we could. But the Edmonstone Hall was a hall, that was a 
hall that was built down in Blanefield, and I can't remember whether it was built by the Edmonstones 
who belonged to the Castle, and a big lot of the surrounding countryside. They still belong to quite a lot 
of it. But we went to the opening of the Edmonstone Hall, this was a big dance given for the opening of 
the Edmonstone Hall. And I don't remember who opened it. I cannot remember. But just a very few 
years ago, I met a lady who said "Do you remember, the opening of the Edmonstone Hall?" I said "Yes, 
I'll never forget it. It was one of the loveliest balls I was ever at." She said "Well you were the "Belle of 
the Ball." I thought it was so nice, you know, to say that. I remember getting this dress, and I wondered 
whether I should buy it or not, but I bought it. I bought it in Glasgow, and came out and wore it, and it 
was sleeveless, this was an unheard of thing at this time. You didn't go with sleeveless dresses. Oh the 
stares! You just weren't good if you went with a sleeveless dress. But I went with my dress, it was 
beautiful, it was really lovely. And remember I had long pink, pale pink gloves and they were lovely. One 
half of the dress was pink and the other was white and it was in crepe de chine, oh it was just beautiful. 
It was so nice, that later on, a couple of years or so after that, I gave it to my sister, she sent, that 
Marion, who was next to me, sent to me and said, "I'm getting married, not a big wedding. Do you think 
you could send me that dress that you wore to the Edmonstone Hall, the opening?" "Oh." I said 
"Certainly. You can have it." So I sent it to her, and I never saw it again. I never saw it again. (laughs) 
Anyway, after this dance, it was a lovely dance, and we both enjoyed it very much, it was really very 
nice. But we had a big row about somebody, <..pause..> I don't know who I had spoken to, or someone I 
had danced too much with, it couldn't have been that, because my intended was there and very much in 
attendance. I don't know what we quarrelled about, something, and it was a Sunday afternoon, and we 
were walking down by the side of the River Blane in Blanefield, and I took off his ring and I threw it at 
him, and it went over his shoulder and into the river. And I was in tears. I didn't let him see I was in 
tears, but after I went away home, when I sent him home. Him and his ring, if he didn't trust me then 
that was all there was to it, he could have his ring, and I threw it at him. I never, I never forgave myself, I 
was in tears as soon as he went away, because my ring was in the river. Well, the next day, in the lunch 
time, I was down there at that spot, in the river looking, right in the river, looking for my engagement 
ring. I never got it. I never got it. But he bought me another one when we did make it up, which was 
about five or six weeks after that, because he had a vile temper, and I was not just very mild either! So I 
always remember that. 

 

Q. Can you describe your wedding? 

A. My wedding was very quiet, because my parents did not want to lose me. I was a good wage earner, I 
was good in the home, I could sew, I could wash, I could iron, I could sew, hand sewing, because we 
didn't have a sewing machine. I was a great help in the house, and I knew that they would resent it 
when I told them I was going to get married. And I had to tell them that I was getting married. They 
weren't able to help very much, so part of my savings had to go towards the wedding. And I was 
married in the little church, which I described to you, which is still there in Blanefield, it is a lovely little 
church. And after that we went into friends in Glasgow, where we had a very nice meal with them. They 
were actually friends of my husbands who had a big house out in Allison Street, in Glasgow. And they 
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had laid on a very nice meal for us, and some of our friends were there, and that was our wedding 
dinner. Married in Blanefield Church, right into Glasgow by taxi, to these friends' house, where we had a 
very nice meal, and in the early evening we left their house for Largs. And we spent a week in Largs, 
that was our honeymoon, and it was lovely, it was just lovely. 

 

Q. Your husband was a plumber? 

A. He was a plumber. Yes. 

 

Q. Was that his permanent job? 

A. That was his permanent job. He was sent, and trained as a plumber. He started when he was fourteen 
years of age. He left school at fourteen, and went straight into the plumbers’ shop, and was trained as a 
plumber. Now to get a tradesman, was very good in these days because politically again, and 
industrially, there was a great big strike looming. And we had a general strike in 1926. I always 
remember, that I thought I was very fortunate, because I had a trained, my husband was a trained 
plumber, he was a trained man. Labourers at that time they could just pay them whatever they liked, 
and which they did, you know, if they were labourers. Luckily, he wasn't a labourer, and I felt I was very 
fortunate, in having a husband, who could go out and you were sure of his wage. There was plenty of 
work for trained people at that time. There was work of a kind too for the labouring classes, which we 
were assumed to be. That was just all that you were called. But in 1926 there was this general strike, 
which was really devastating, it was terrible. But it let them see that everyone pulled together, everyone 
pulled together of the working class. And there was just this laying down of tools of every kind. And it 
was devastating, it was really devastating, in 1926. I thought it was very good, I thought it was the best 
thing that could have happened. It wakened up those who had, the moneyed classes, as they were 
called, it wakened them up, and let them see that together we could do something. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any marches? 

A. No. I did not, because by this time I was up in Balfron. Where eh, <..pause..> well it just wasn't 
respectable. But I couldn't do it because I [was] keeping house, and was very careful. It didn't affect 
villages, like Balfron, very much. It just didn't affect them. I really don't know. It didn't affect them. There 
was the farmers came round with the milk, in barrels, they came round with a horse-drawn cart, with two 
barrels of milk, one with buttermilk, one with plain milk, and fresh eggs of course. And there wasn't very 
much work in Balfron, or any of the villages if you didn't go to the farms, I mean the young, the 
youngsters. There wasn't very much, there was just the odd ones could go to the joinery, the joiners, 
and become a joiner, maybe a couple of kids in a year, but there wasn't much. 

 

Q. Did you work after you were married? 

A. No. No. Didn't work after I was married. No. I had five sons, and one daughter. So I didn't have time to 
work. But I built up a lovely home, a good comfortable, happy home. And I felt that was work in its self. 

 

Q. Where did you live after you were married? 

A. Balfron. Up here in my husband's mother's house, well I felt it was partly his house you see, for the first 
ten years of our marriage. And by that time, the family was accumulating, and I didn't have a bath, I 
didn't have a bathroom. We had, we were very fortunate, in, down at the back, down to the back door, 
and down the back steps we had a sanitary toilet, at the back door. Which every one didn't have, 
because it was dry toilets they did have in that day; dry toilets, which were terrible. But we were very 
fortunate, in we had a sanitary lavatory, just at our back door, but no bath. We had a great big zinc bath, 
which I had to buy, and it was taken down into the, in the summer time, it was taken down into the 
wash-house. It was a little grey stone-built wash-house, which belonged to us, where there was two 
sinks, two tubs and a boiler, and you washed your clothes, and you put them into the boiler, and you 
boiled them there with a fire underneath it. And that was my first introduction to washing the family linen, 
was in this little wash-house, where you washed it. Put the white things in the boiler to boil. You filled up 
the boiler first thing in the morning. As soon as my husband went away to work, sometimes he set the 
fire the night before for me underneath the boiler, for me to light. And when I lit that the water came to 
the boil. And you pulled it out, you took it out with a bucket, put it into your two tubs, and washed and 
rubbed on your washing board. And if they were white, like towels, and shirts and white sheets. That 
was my first introduction to washing. But we were very, very lucky. The other people of my age, and in 
that particular time, was about 1926, you had to heat your water the best way you could on a little black 
grate; G R A T E, a little black grate. With a centre piece where you bunged in your sticks and your coal, 
and made a great big fire, which heated an oven, if you were lucky to have an oven at one side. In fact I 
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think I had two little ovens, one at either side, and then the heat went up to the top which was called the 
hob, on either side. Where you always kept your kettles, and they were always warming, and the water 
in the kettles was for your domestic use, for making tea or coffee, or putting over your vegetables or 
different things that you were going to have to eat. And the other water for other purposes, was heated 
in other houses, by heating them on top of the fire. Which got all black, blacked all your kettles, blacked 
all your pots. But if you were awfully anxious, you could scrape the outsides of them, and polish them 
with black lead. You know, you scraped all the surface sort of dirt off them, laid on the black lead, 
polished them up with a polishing brush and they were quite nice. 

 

Q. You said you had six children? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. It wasn't a case of wanting, I got them. I didn't want, didn't, <..pause..> We were really very ignorant, I 
must say that, we were very ignorant, concerning sex  matters. Unless, <..pause..> had I stayed in 
Milngavie, I suppose, with, we would have learned quite a lot from each other about sex. But coming out 
to a village, that had just nobody, you didn't know very much about sex. 

 

Q. So you didn't know anything about birth control? 

A. Not a thing. Not a thing. We knew nothing, very little about birth control. 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in child birth? 

A. No. I didn't. I was absolutely terrified, I didn't know what to expect. 

 

Q. Did you read any books about looking after children? 

A. Yes I did. There was a friend here, my husband had a friend, of course he belonged to Balfron, he was 
born in the village. And his people came from up north, I think, I think it was Inverness really, his people 
came from. But they were much more moneyed than what my family were, or what I ever was. Yes, he 
was very friendly with another young man that he used to play football with, this man had married, but 
he was a moneyed man, he had lots of money, because his people had the hotel, and there was only 
the one hotel, and this about, this must be now about a hundred years ago, and it was called the 
Waverley Hotel. And it had maybe three bedrooms, maybe four, but at the very most. And it was this 
man Dunkeld’s father and mother who had started this hotel, this young man. He in his turn was a little 
older than my husband, but he married money, he married an elderly widow, who lived in the village. 
And she was a very beautiful woman, she was a lovely woman. And she had gone as housekeeper, to 
this old man, a Mr. Wilson who lived in, <..pause..> Burnbrae, it still is called Burnbrae, at the top of the 
village here. And she went to housekeep, this young woman, to this old man, and she was there for a 
housekeeper for some years when he died. But before he died she married him, and she got the great 
big house and all his money. It was like a fairy tale, but it did happen. And she in turn, after another year 
or two married young John Dunkeld. She was elderly when she married young John Dunkeld. And their 
first son wasn't right, they had a boy, and they spent hundred and hundred of pounds taking him to the 
best surgeons, neurosurgeons. They travelled even in Europe, to try and get the best skill that they 
could get, in neurosurgery and advice for their son, because it was the brain. There was something 
wrong with the child’s brain. He died very recently, just about two or three years ago. And he lived to be 
about maybe forty of fifty year old, but he was never right. And they had lots of good books on the 
upbringing of children from birth. And that's where I got my books, from them. My husband got them 
from his friend, John Dunkeld. 

 

Q. Were your children all born at home? 

A. They were all born at home, except the last one, Allan, who was born in Airthrey Castle, is out, you 
know where it is? It's out, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Near the University. 

A. By the University. I was very happy, I was sent out there by my Doctor for three weeks before the birth, 
because I had a big family I was bringing up and looking after, and he said I had far too much to do. 
And that I must go into hospital for three weeks before the birth, which really broke my heart, because 
my daughter was just coming on for fifteen at the time. And I only had the one daughter, and she was 
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left with the responsibility of looking after her brothers and my husband, who was helping as much as 
he could, but he had to go out and work, to get the money in. So that she had to go to school every day, 
and do the shopping and do the cooking. But the doctor insisted, and I had to go into Airthrey Castle for 
three weeks, before the birth, and that was the only one that was born outside of the home. 

 

Q. How did you feed your first baby? 

A. They were all breast fed. For the first six months. 

 

Q. If you ever needed advice about children, who did you ask? 

A. Well, we had by that time, a District Nurse, who came in and gave you advice if you were a young 
mother, or if you needed any advice, the District Nurse, came in. And that is the only one I ever had to 
ask for anything, regarding tummy upsets or maybe diarrhoea or something like that, otherwise I 
managed. 

 

Q. Was your husband good with the children? 

A. He was a very good father, an excellent father, and was very good with the children. Yes. He used to 
bath the boys at night and helped me a lot. 

 

Q. What kind of medical care, was there at this time if you were ill? 

A. We had one doctor, who lived in the village, and his name was Dr. Fisher, and the only thing he was 
really good at was <..pause..> midwifery, was childbirth. I had him, and that was the only one we had. We 
only had the local doctor at the births, and if you didn't like it you just had to lump it; that was all. 

 

Q. Did you have to pay for the doctor? 

A. Yes. I was just speaking about that, last night, to my son here. I said, "Often when I pulled out the 
drawer, in my chest of drawers, the pieces of paper came tumbling out, and this was the doctor's bill." 
Five shillings for a visit, and that was very reasonable, of course looking back now. Pills, so much, it 
was detailed, pills two shillings, visit two and six, because he was just along the road from us. And eh, 
yes, I had lots of bills. I'd always to pay the doctor. 

 

Q. How did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? Was his 
wage quite good? 

A. His first wage that he gave me, I never forgot, it was three pounds. And I thought I was in clover. That 
was for the rent, very little for the rent, because I did a lot of the work round about the house, work that 
was necessary to be done, I didn't think we should pay a big lot for the rent. So we paid the rent and 
rates to his mother, who actually belonged to the house. And that was laid aside, and that was for 
groceries, and so much for butcher meat, so much for paraffin, because we had only paraffin oil, so 
much for candles, so much, we were very niggardly, because we had to be. And once the children 
began to come the wage rose, not a lot, but the wages went accordingly. And my husband was a great 
Labour man, and he was a great propagandist for the Labour Party. And in every house he went to he 
was telling the staff always what they should do politically, until one day the people at Duntreath phoned 
up and said, "Don't send ****** here, to do our repairs. We don't want that man." That was the 
beginning. They in turn told their friends, say the Horseburghs for instance. "Don't send ****** here". 
There were only certain houses he could go to eventually. But they had a lot of staff in the village, this 
plumbers shop, had a lot of plumbers. So Johnny ****** was kept for certain jobs, and the others who 
were just like a worm, were sent out to do the jobs at Duntreath and these other places. (laughter) 

 

Q. Did he need to give all his pay to you? 

A. Oh, yes. Yes. Took back when he need anything. There was always something there, when he, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. You were responsible for the bills? 

A. Oh yes. Yes. Yes. 

 

Q. How did you decide the money should be spent on things like furniture, and clothes? 
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A. He left it to me. And we discussed it if we needed something big. And by this time I had joined the local 
Co-Operative, which paid a very good dividend on your purchases. And if you got a pounds worth of 
messages, you got maybe three shillings back on every pound you spent, you got at least two and 
sixpence, and that was put into your share book. And you were then a share-holder of the local Co-
Operative. And in that way, I saved up a lot of money. And that certain thing was kept for boots and 
shoes, and coats and hats, and things that I required for my family, and I had saved that money from 
the Co-Operative dividend. 

 

Q. How did you manage when your husband was ill? 

A. He never was ill. He was never ill. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Never. I never, that was one thing, I never had a struggle, because, I was able to manage. Just 
manage, sometimes, and no more. But I was a good seamstress, and I made trousers for my boys, as 
they grew up, from discarded trousers of my husbands. And for my daughter, I made most of her 
clothes, from maybe a frock of mine, or a coat of mine. Until they grew up to be teenagers, when they 
didn't want sort of clothes, but I was able then to buy them what they did want, what I thought they 
should have. But they were bought good clothes. 

 

Q. If any neighbours were ill or confined to bed, did anybody help out? 

A. Well during the war I had to go to two confinements, and deliver two babies, to people who had come 
from Glasgow, to stay in the little cottage just across the road from me. I didn't know who they were. But 
I saw that this woman was very far on in pregnancy, I didn't know her. But when she took ill, the old, or 
her mother or her mother-in-law, whom she had come out to, came over for me, because I had a big 
family. To see if I could help. And I sent her away for the District Nurse and the doctor, as hard as she 
could go. But before any of them came the baby was there, and I had delivered the baby. Yes. And not 
so very, very, oh well after that, some years after they went back to Glasgow, I got the most beautiful 
gift from that young couple, for delivering their baby, and being interested in them. They are now in 
Canada, with the baby that I delivered. He's a married man and now in Canada. 

 

Q. Where you lived did everyone have the same standard of living? 

A. Not really, as I say there was nothing but the land, for work. And there was just the odd children went to 
become joiners and plumbers, and, <..pause..> I don't remember about the girls what they did, I cannot 
remember about the girls. There was nothing but service more or less, for the girls, as far as I can 
remember. And some took to it and some didn't like it, just the same as we had in our own day. 

 

Q. Do you think yourself a member of a class? Like working class or middle class? 

A. I don't like the terms ‘classes’, but I suppose we were just working class. I would just term it working 
class. Because anyone who is working for their living, is working class. My daughter as I told you, is a 
school teacher, she has been teaching now for thirty years, she has had two daughters, both went to 
university. That was my aim in life, to educate my family, so that when they grew up to an age of 
thinking for themselves, they would chose the right thing to do, and that, that they would be educated 
enough. Because I didn't have the education I would have like to be able to get, and so, that was a vow 
that I made when I was very young, that supposing that I had to work to get the money, to educate 
them, they would be educated. And I accomplished that, which I think was quite good. 

 

Q. Can you remember if people did their shopping mostly, in corner shops? 

A. Yes. I regret very much the passing of the small shops, because they were interested in you. Even in 
the local Co-Operative, some of the girls got work there, some of the boys too became grocers, you 
see. They became interested in what you wanted, and they tried to serve you well. And the same in the 
little shops, that were nearer us. The Co-Operative, was always away at the top of the village. And I had 
always to push a pram away up there, but I made it my <..pause..> sort of outing with my children in the 
afternoon with my pram. 

 

Q. Did the local shops give tick? 

A. I suppose they would, but I just do not know. I never needed it so I don't know. I suppose they would, 
oh, I think they would, I suppose they would. 
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Q. Were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. Oh, never such a thing. No. No. 

 

Q. Would you say that your area was a friendly neighbourhood? 

A. Yes, yes I would say. A lot of inter-marrying, had gone on in the years, before I came up here. So that 
they were all more or less connected in some way. Until the local buses started. And it was two brothers 
called Rankin, who started the buses from Glasgow to Balfron where you could get, for two and 
sixpence, return. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of the Second World War? 

A. Well, one in particular, as I have just told you, was this couple, who came out from, <..pause..> during the 
Second World War. Another couple came out and lived in a caravan here, just for some months, in 
Balfron, on a vacant piece of ground, so that her baby would be born away from Glasgow, which might 
be bombed out, when her baby was due. And she came out, and she came to live, and she was actually 
a relation of some sort of my husband. And she came out, and I delivered her baby, twelve pound boy. 
A great big man. I was in just last Wednesday, in Glasgow. He grew up to be twenty stone, and his 
mother was telling me, she said, he's lost, he's deliberately lost a lot of weight. I said, "Oh that was 
really abnormal". She said "It was". But he is now down to about twelve stone. So that was one, that's 
two of my memories, was that. Clydebank was blitzed at that time, during the Second World War and a 
big lot of the children were all sent out to the country. And a big lot of the people in the village, opened 
up their homes, and one took a little boy, and another maybe took two sisters. And the farms took what 
they could. And we had a lot of the town children, out here. Some of them still come back, some of them 
married out here. And it was really all very friendly. Though we still had no lighting in the village at that 
time. 

 

Q. Was there blackouts then? 

A. We had, <..pause..> blackout all the time. You had to have black stuff over your curtains. When you drew 
your curtains, you still had to have a black something on top of it. I remember, I had a great big black, 
piece of sort of black linen, which was pinned right along the top of the window, rolled up in the morning, 
and taken right down at night. Same when you opened your door. You were frightened to open your 
door in case a shaft of light would go out on to the street. My husband, during that time was with, not 
the Home Guard, but something, that he went out, <..pause..> whenever the air raid warning went. He 
went out with another chap, who lived away up further up from us, they lived in the bungalows, further 
up, where I live, Dunmore street. I can't remember what they called them, but they went out at night. 
They were wardens of some kind. And he and this chap, Downie, went out as wardens. Whenever the 
air raid signal went, he'd to go out. The kids all went under the table. Our children crawled in under the 
table. There was a neighbour who came out, a neighbour who lived above. And she had taken 
refugees, which we called them, war refugees. They weren't refugees really, and this was a mother and 
two sons. And instead of her staying, whenever the air raid siren went, she came downstairs to me, and 
we sat together knitting as hard as we could. While the children all got together under the table. Some 
of them were crying, some of them were laughing. That was how it was. 

 

Q. Thank you very much. 
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Q. What year were you born? 

A. 22nd November, 1904. 

 

Q. Where were you born? 

A. South Queensferry and the house is still there at the Forth Bridge. While I was young I never got to see 
where I was born but then after I was married and had a family, my mum took us to South Queensferry, 
along the beach, a beautiful sandy beach and everything. The children enjoyed that very much and then 
we walked towards the bridge, right beside it and just looking up. The house is still there that I was born 
in. 

 

Q. How long did you live in that house? 

A. About two years we were in South Queensferry and after that we went down to Portsmouth. Then when 
we were down in Portsmouth my father was away on the boats and we went down to Portsmouth. My 
father was the Merchant Navy man and he liked the sea, even when the 1914 war came it was still the 
same, Merchant Navy. I remember some of the things that happened, that does happen with the war 
and I mean his boat was held up with enemy but they won through and got him clear but it's just a story. 
I can't go into detail about because I was never told about it to worry me. This is the 1914 war I'm 
talking about. Well, when the 1914 war came on we were living in Clydebank, we had come up from 
Portsmouth to Scotland, and we were living in Clydebank and I went to Radnor Park School and Radnor 
Park Church and lived there. That war came on and there was trouble all around and worry for many 
people because it was the Clydeside and that was where the ships were built and that kind of thing. So 
we lived in Clydebank anyway for a time. The 1914 war started in the August and that was us living 
there and we went away to Rhu, outside Helensburgh and my father got a job on the training ship that 
was there and it was just called the training ship. 

 

Q. What was that? 

A. The training ship, dinnae ask me what his job was on it because it dinnae sail away it was anchored at 
Rhu Pier and this training ship was for boys that had just the same as you get boys doing things wrong 
nowadays, but whether they've got a boys place for them or not I don't know. This was called the 
training ship and it was like young teenagers and I used to be heart-broken for them because I thought 
poor souls stuck on a ship like that and never getting away except if there was somebody with them and 
what have you. They had a place to whip them boys if they did wrong and it used to break my heart. 
They stopped telling me about it because I couldn't take it. I thought there was a better way of getting to 
boys than whipping them. That was August 1914. I'd only be coming up for ten because my birthday 
was at the end of the year. I was only coming up for ten and here was me breaking my heart for the 
laddies that couldnae get home; they were stuck on a training ship? 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. No sisters, I'd only brothers and I was more like a boy than a girl all the time. It was boys that I went with 
for the birds’ nesting and that kind of thing. This wasnae just one or two boys this was three or four 
boys, maybe five with my brothers and they used to; at the time the birds lay their eggs and make their 
nests, and one of them collected eggs and they always accepted me. They never got away without me 
and I went with them, (laugh) and I said to them before they took an egg from a nest and they had to let 
me see the nest that if there was more than three eggs in the nest, one could have one but if there was 
less than three eggs they had to leave them for the poor wee birds. Because what would happen would 
be that, that was their home broken up. I explained a wee story like that to them and it would be terrible, 
those eggs maybe ready for the baby to come out and no mum or dad there to feed them y'know, that 
sort of thing? 

 

Q. So were your brothers younger than you? 
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A. My brothers were younger than me. Well, my first brother was two years younger and the next one was 
two years younger then there was five years because of the war and that kind of thing. But it was all 
boys they went with and I was accepted with these boys, no problem whatsoever because I was like a 
boy. I was a gaffer, (laughing) telling them what they could do but they must have been able to put up 
with whatever I said to them because they never said, “You're no' coming with us." or "We're not going if 
you're coming." Nothing like that. We all went and, as I say, before they were allowed to take an egg 
from the nest, that I had to see the nest to make sure that the birds were not being robbed because they 
say that birds can't count past three. If they have three eggs that's them happy, they'll even put an egg 
out themselves if there's more than that. 

 

Q. Can you remember much about the house that you were living in? 

A. Yes, the house is still there, exactly the same. This is Rhu that I'm talking about, right in the centre 
where the church and the churchyard, and our house the windows looked down into the churchyard. 
Rhu, that part, most of it is still the same as when I was a little girl and I told you before I went up to the 
sentry and my mother used to go along the beach gathering wood for the fires for our lodgers so there 
was a fire for them coming home at night. It was cheaper to burn wood than coal and you can 
understand that and the logs were always beside the fire so that they could bung on the logs as they 
needed it. She had about twelve to fourteen wood cutters, tree cutters, they cut the trees down and then 
they carted them down and in those days there was no lorries for those trees to be carted down and it 
was poor horses that had to do it and my heart used to break when I thought about the horses having to 
pull those trees down. But they were big strong horses but I still thought it was a shame and eventually 
they got lorries but not in my time while I was a wee girl at the school. On a Saturday, the horses were 
just like pals. They used to take them to the stable and each horse knew where its’ stable was and the 
trough of water outside and they'd go and get their trough of water and they always got something. It's 
gone out of my mind now, there was something special they got every Saturday, at lunch time, and they 
were like bairns, they knew where to go and receive this. I used to enjoy seeing the horses. That was 
something that must have been in my life, kindness. If I saw anybody getting ill treated in anyway no 
matter who, the wee smout that I was, I would stand up for them. I could go from one thing to another 
because my head’s so full, but that was the lodgers anyway. 

 

Q. Who were the lodgers? 

A. The men who cut down the logs and trailed the logs, the trees down from the woods up at the top and 
they brought them down to the stable yard. 

 

Q. It must have been hard work for your mum looking after them? 

A. It must have been hard work for them all but they were big strong men. I can remember my mother 
having to make their pieces up at night and the big table in the kitchen was left clear and there was Jock 
and Jim and what have you, and all the different ones all marked and she always  started their pieces in 
the right way so that they got what they liked. Y'know how different folk have different ideas, for 
instance, I didn't like butter under my jam and little things like that. You got to know what to give them, 
what they liked best and made them at home. It was a happy time. Then usually at the weekend, some 
of them could go away home for the weekend if they lived near at hand, but there was always 
somebody left to go to the stables to see that the horses were alright. The old churchyard at Rhu is still 
the same as when I was a little girl. I've been different times to visit and my family knew my life story of 
Rhu while I was there and they've taken me back. I've been back several times to it. 

 

Q. Can you remember if your mum did all the house work? 

A. Aye, and she had a little boy as well, Ian my brother, but actually what I know now being older I realize 
that I reared that boy. He's the only one that's left in the family too, the rest are passed on and Ian was 
his name. But it meant that my father must have come home on leave and that happened. She had all 
these men to cater for and everything but then I had to put him to bed and the wee dear wouldnae go to 
sleep unless I was lying in bed beside him and I'd be saying to him to be a good boy, and we'd say our 
prayers, and you go to sleep and be a good boy and he would be all quiet all the time I was doing that 
and then he would stay quiet for a wee while and I would try and slip away off the bed and as soon as I 
did he was 'Whaaa' and I had to get back into bed, lie on the top of the covers y'know and pat him and 
blether a wee bit to him. Sometimes he would go to sleep quick and sometimes he took a longer time to 
go and always as I was slipping away that was him shooting out his neck. That was the only time that I 
got real peace, was after he was asleep because everywhere I went he had to come with me. When I 
went out to play with him in the pram he would never let me play jumping ropes. I had to stand and caw 
the rope all the time and I had to have one hand on the handle of the pram and caw the rope with the 
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other and I never got changing hands because the pram would have been a blooming nuisance. All the 
kids that were playing jumping ropes had to go round the pram to get into the ropes on the one side and 
that's always what I had to do, and I never got playing at jumping ropes. If I tried to jump all hell was let 
loose because he let out roars because I had to come back and put my hand on the pram. Everywhere I 
went he had to be and bed time came and I had to go to bed with him ‘til he was sound asleep. 

 

Q. Did you have many jobs to do round the house? 

A. Oh, I used to wash dishes and dry dishes, that kind of things and anything at all that my mother wanted 
me to do. My mother had to work hard and I was old enough to realize that. It must be terrible to have 
all those people to cook for and feed and that sort of thing and I remember saying to myself; but it never 
bothered me that I had to do it. It was commonsense that somebody had to help to cater y'know 
because I was the eldest when all said and done. 

 

Q. Did your brothers help at all? 

A. Not that I know of, they maybe dried a dish or something but then they were all younger than me. 
You've got to remember that was 1914, so I wasn't ten until the November and then if I was nine, my 
next brother was seven, and then five, and then there was the one at home that I had to thingmie. So 
you were kept going. Then my mother had another baby after that, but after the war she had another 
wee boy, no wee girls. But I had plenty to do with little children. You just accepted it and there was no 
problem at all. I mean it was just having common sense, you knew your mother couldnae do it all and I 
told you already the story of the sentry. My mother used to have to get up early to get these men to their 
work so she used to go down to the beach to get logs because it was cheaper to use logs for the fire. 
They cost nothing. Of course you did have to buy some coal but you didn't have to buy so much 
because you got the logs quite easily, because the logs and wood used to float from the Clyde into 
Gareloch. Past the mouth of the Clyde at the beginning of the Gareloch that was where Rhu was and 
across the point, what they called the point where the water was quite narrow, before it turned and went 
further up. And there used to be a sentry at the end of what they called the point because there was a 
cable under the water down at the base because, y'know, of the ground that got messages to America 
quickly. Now what was it called, <..pause..> I don't think it was the Atlantic Cable but it was a cable 
anyway and it was there because it was a shorter bit. I mean anybody going there would see what I'm 
talking about. It could be from this wall just to the outside cable, maybe a bit further, maybe twice that, 
maybe the length of the street and it was a shorter cable. So there was messages to America with the 
cable but then what they had to do was guard the cable. They watched it in case anybody came up and 
cut it and that's why the sentry was there. Well this sentry was very good and he was sorry seeing my 
mum always coming down so early in the morning and collecting the logs and carry them. ‘God Bless 
Her’, and that kind of thing and he said that he would watch for anything near him that he could go down 
for. He put it behind the sentry box for her and she thanked him very much. So this night the sentry 
continued to do that and it was easier on my mother getting the big logs, the good ones, from him at the 
sentry box. So this night my mother had been baking and she gave me the scones and a can of tea to 
take down to the sentry man, poor soul. She said, when you get near him he'll say, "Halt, who goes 
there." and just say, "A friend." and that’s that. So I said, "Okay." But she said that when I went down 
that he would stop me and say, "Halt, who goes there?" I thought I would be near him when he said it 
and, lo and behold, I was going down and this loud strong voice shouted, "Halt." I cannae say it as loud 
as him, "Who goes there?" I still couldn't say it as loud as this man. It was, "Who Goes There." in the 
strong voice, and I said, "Uh, uh,uh, uh, a scone fae ma mammy," and he says, "Come on my scone." 
and he came to meet me and I went, went to meet him with it and that was that and he was happy to 
get the good tea and the scones. It gave him a break and that was a ten o'clock at night but imagine a 
young girl of that age going down at ten o'clock at night with that for a sentry and walking back and you 
never saw anybody and you never had any fear. It's different nowadays; you wouldnae let a young girl 
go along a quiet road at ten o'clock at night. So that was that, that was Rhu. Then the school was only 
four rooms and it had partitions that they pushed back and that made it a hall for all the school when it 
was time to go. I could tell you things about that but I'm no' going to tell you. (laugh) I remember my 
brother, there was a teacher there I'll not mention names because she's well known and there's a 
teacher there and she used to use the belt all the time regardless, the least wee thing, belt, belt, belt, 
belt. We got used to it but she didnae have the right way with children and what used to happen was 
she gave herself more work the one way than the other, because what happened was if somebody was 
getting the belt and getting it bad the kids were all sorry for the one that was getting it and we used to 
stamp our feet and bang the desk and riot. 

 

Q. Really? 
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A. Yes, that's perfectly true and it was just a terrible noise. Well, eventually I was in the top class and my 
brother was in the next room, y'know it was like four rooms. I don't know what he done, or anything 
about it, but she was going to belt him and he ran away from her and he opened up that partition, ran 
through the partition, through the room that I was in and out. The teacher came after him to try and get 
him. She said, "He's gone, but wait till he comes back." Well, the headmaster said that; the headmaster 
realized that he ran away from the teacher and he went out after the boy, my brother, and he didnae 
catch him. So he came back and he said, "He's gone but wait till he comes back." I thought, you think 
that, my mum will watch that alright and anyhow a wee while later my mother brought him back but 
there was no more punishment; it was all sorted out and that was that. But all the kids got up like a riot, 
y'know what I mean, shouting and waving their arms. They couldnae do anything but they made plenty 
noise the way they spoke back to the headmaster and that until eventually they all hushed and that was 
that. I remember it well, the school. 

 

Q. Can you remember if you spent Sundays differently? 

A. Oh Sunday, you had Sunday School and church, the church is still the same. When we went to church I 
was a wee bit late but I thought I'd slip in at the back but when I went to the church, it's a beautiful 
church, and I went to the church and I got a shock because when I went in the minister was at this side 
and all the congregation was facing the door that people came in and with the result, and I had a bit to 
go because you had to walk and you had the choir, and you had the pulpit, with the result you were a 
good bit in the church before you came to a seat. Then I got a seat and sat down but they were all 
packed and I squeezed myself in. That was the church and then eventually there was a choir. They had 
a junior choir and a choir and I was in the junior choir. Oh aye, it's all real to me I had so many 
memories of it and I've lived with them and it's nice if you can live with your memories when you get old. 
Although I didnae think about being old at that time. I know now that it's nice that you can remember the 
things that you did or happened when you were young. 

 

Q. Where did you move to after living in Rhu? 

A. Em, <..pause..> we came to Glasgow. The war finished and when the war finished 1918, em, <..pause..> 
my father was back home and he got a job and my mother got another boy, then we came to Glasgow. 
Daughter: Your mum had a restaurant in Glasgow. 

 She had a restaurant in Summerville Street, Scotstoun. That was very handy for the shipyards and we 
used to get the men coming in at lunch time because they used to work straight through the days and 
the men used to come. I think it was one and a penny ha'penny for a three course lunch but it was no 
problem whatsoever and you got to know all the men, but the room was a great big room and I served it 
myself. It was a case of being quick y'know but with there not being a lot of choice, you had no real 
problems and you knew the men. You got to know them like your own family coming in for their lunch, 
and their soup, and their meat, and their sweet, and their tea. 

 

Q. So you were working in there? 

A. And I was working and I even took the money as well. I had to work hard but it never bothered me 
because it was a happy job. Then you got them all in together and they all understood and they would 
pass it down. Instead of it being a lot of small tables, there was some long ones and there was only the 
main passage up so it was a case of there you are, there you are, y'know and it was no problem 
whatever and then there was a cash desk at the door and by the time they had eaten their dinner I was 
ready to take their money. 

 

Q. Did you like working in the restaurant? 

A. I was quite happy meeting people and you didnae have time to worry about anything, you just had to 
get on with it because there was always a crowd but it was no problem at all. Then at night it was a fish-
supper shop and you used to get some people, not a lot, that used to come in and sit down and have it. 
But then they just took it in the paper, y'know, the fish-supper and sat and ate it with their fingers, no 
problem. It wasnae a case of serving them, but at night I was serving at the counter with fish suppers 
and what have you. It was a case of you worked all the time. You never thought anything about it 
because you've done it all your life and it wasnae a problem to me. We were there for a time and after 
that, <..pause..> Then my father had a restaurant in Clydebank. My mother did the one in Scotstoun and 
worked at that. I don't remember, <..pause..> why we moved, I wondered if she had the last baby or 
something. Anyhow that all stopped whatever way; there will be a story attached to it but I don't 
remember what it was and by this time I was coming on and we went to live in Glasgow anyway and we 
lived in Garnet Street, a street off Sauchiehall Street. That's what I like about my life, I can go back and 
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it's still the same as a bairn, and that was Charn’s big shop up the hill and Garnet Bank School and we 
lived up further in Garnet Street and we went to that school for a wee while but then by that time I was 
getting time for leaving, fourteen. You could leave school at fourteen in those days no problem 
whatsoever. But my mother paid for me to go to college, it was for Business Training, Typing, 
Shorthand, and Bookkeeping. It was a whole winter's course and she wanted me to get a good job, but 
then it was much the same as it is now. It was difficult to get a job regardless of what you were and 
there was no sign of a job coming up for me and I was sick at not having a proper job, <..pause..> How 
did I get to know about the job? Oh aye, there was a Motor Show at Kelvin Hall and the Automobile 
Club had a part of it for the benefit of their members and they needed somebody in the kitchen. So I 
said to my mother that I was going up to see if I could get the job, would I be suitable for the job in the 
kitchen? My mother says, “You'll be a skivvy all your life." She was so mad at me taking a job like that 
after being educated for something better but that was by the way. I still wanted a job to bring in some 
money and I went up and this was only for ten days or a fortnight that the Motor Show was on anyway, 
and it was temporary anyway, if I did get the job. So I went but I said, “What's the stillroom maid?” I had 
to ask the manageress what the stillroom maid was when I did get up there, and she said, "You make 
the butter balls, you make the toast, you make the sandwiches, you wash the dishes, and you serve the 
waitresses." Y'know put the jam in the dishes and that sort of thing. You just were a skivvy, there's no 
doubt about it but I was quite happy working and I liked meeting people and all the staff etc. So, at the 
end of the Motor Show the manageress said to me, "Would I like a job in the Automobile Club?" And I 
said to her, "What as?" She said, "Oh, just doing the same as what you are doing here." and I said, "I 
don't want to be a skivvy all my life," I said, "I would rather be a waitress." because the waitresses would 
be saying, "See what I got;" "see what I got, see what I got." Tips. Well, anyhow I got the job in the 
Automobile Club and the manageress was a real lady and she said to me, "You'll do as I tell you." But 
she said, "In return for me training you you'll be my personal maid in the forenoons. You'll keep my 
apartment clean and look after me." That meant you were there early and she got her cup of tea in her 
bed, that kind of thing and then you had to clean. But I could do the room while she was still in bed, her 
sitting room and she was a real gem and a real lady and she was very good and told me that you don't 
touch the customers when you are serving them . You make sure that you keep yourself together. I 
think that's why I was so skinny because you had to hold yourself together. Although I'm getting a fat 
belly now but that's by the way! Keep my hands in at my side and just make my arm reach the plate. 
Y'know food, from their left and drink at their right and no matter what it was you were serving you had 
not to let your body touch their's, and that was that, and I thought, jings I wonder what that's for, maybe 
their wives are jealous. Aye but that was only temporary. That was only teenage thoughts y'know, silly, 
but that's by the way and they were definitely gentlemen and everybody was kept in their place. There 
was no nonsense or anything and you had a certain station to take. Well, after I was there, oh I wasnae 
long there, a few months, when there was a girl came and this poor girl had no home, no mum or 
anything and I was sorry for her, but she got a job as a waitress in the place and she got the top table to 
do where all the main ones for the business part of the running of it, I think that would be. But they all 
had a position these men and they had the top table and when she was serving them they were getting 
a feel at her leg and all that. But she was the one who encouraged the men and it was discovered. So 
she got out the door, no nonsense. I was sorry for her 'cause she had no mum, no home, and I took her 
home to my mother. My mother could have blessed me, I know. I said, "We'll go to the Servants’ 
Registry to see if we can get a job.” A Servants’ Registry then, there was no broo or anything like that. 
You used to go to the broo for a job, or read the papers for a job you could still do that, you still had 
adverts in the papers. If you were in that line, like private service or hotel work, it was the Servants’ 
Registry you went to see if there was any jobs. So, the two of us went this day to the Servants Registry 
and I told her, "It's important for you, you go first and you get this job." When she went, she wasnae 
long until she came back and said, "Nellie, I'll not get the job eh, <..pause..> I know the manager eh, 
<..pause..> he worked in the Palace Hotel in Edinburgh when I was there," and she said, "I won't get the 
job." She said, "If you get the chance of the job take it 'cause the Golden Lion is a gold mine." and that 
was that. So I got the job no problem. I mean whenever the man saw me, he said, "Yes." That was it. I 
got the job. I was not seeking a job away from home or anything else and yet I got the job. So that was 
that girl but it turned out that she had been in a hotel in Edinburgh, I'll not mention the name, working 
and the manager locked the door when she went in to get the menus and she had a job to get out, but 
y'know what I mean. I mean it was a common thing. My mother always used to say, "Men will try you, 
don't be soft if there's too much bother." So I got the job in the Golden Lion and that was my destination. 
I was there for some time. I can't tell you just how long. I don't remember what age but I was young and 
I was there for a while and then I met my husband. I don't know how I met him. That's funny, it's not in 
my mind just now. 

 

Q. Can you remember when you were a waitress how long the day was? 
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A. Oh, we worked from morning ‘til night. As long as there was people to feed. There was no such thing as 
hours, you just worked. You never thought anything about it. The only thing about the Golden Lion was 
that you were well tipped and I thoroughly enjoyed it because I could give my mother money where as 
when I was in the Automobile Club you weren't allowed tips, they weren't allowed to give you tips. There 
was a box on the desk where they paid their money and they could put money in that for the waitresses 
and then it was divided twice a year; but I never got any because I was away before the time came. The 
wages were very small because you got your food, y'see you got your food for nothing and then of 
course when it came to the Golden Lion you had your digs as well. 

 

Q. Was that actually in the Golden Lion? 

A. In the Golden Lion, I worked in the Golden Lion. 

 

Q. Did you actually stay there? 

A. I had to live there because my mother was still in Glasgow. So I lived in the Hotel as a waitress and the 
front of the Hotel is the same today as it was then, which is many years ago and the four windows in the 
attic they were the bedrooms for the staff. 

 

Q. Did you wear a uniform? 

A. Oh yes, very particular uniform, even plastic cuffs on the end of your sleeve. It was always white, white 
cap and a white apron, and a big apron at first, like the nurses thing, straps over and fastened at your 
waist. But eventually that all fell through, but the hotels were more particular than the tea rooms. In tea 
rooms the waitresses just had a wee cheap apron on, but in the hotel you were; I suppose that was for 
cleanliness, I don't know but there you are. That was when I was in there at first but eventually it worked 
through that we came to the same stage and wore the wee aprons with the wee bib. What it meant was 
they were easy done at the laundry and I mean if you dirtied one it was easy, just lift another one and 
put it on, so you were always clean. But you still had to wear cuffs at that time over your sleeves which 
is quite a good idea, I think, because when you are working among food and meeting people, touching 
maybe, you are supposed not to touch them when you serve them. If you were in a good place you 
didn't touch the customer. 

 

Q. Was there much rivalry between waitresses to get the tips? 

A. Well, I don't know, I never had any problems whatsoever because you had a station. A station was, you 
had so many tables to serve and that was called your station and that's the tables you served. Well, 
what happened was your people that you served got to know where you worked, what tables that you 
had, so that you got your customers and according to how you served them, was how they served you. 
So that was that, you had your station that you kept to and you were responsible for the people at those 
tables. No problems whatever. It was a happy job. If you are feeding the people they like you! (laugh) 

 

Q. Can you tell me what a typical day would be like at the Golden Lion? 

A. You had to serve folk all day. At that time you got up in the morning for their breakfasts and as long as 
there was people coming in to get fed you did that all the time. If it was a quiet period in the year 
according to the seasons, the head waiter would say, "Away you go for a couple of hours.” But that was 
all you got and you were so tired it was to bed you went for the couple of hours and came down feeling 
fair frisky because you had got a wee break but that's away back in the early days y'know. But still in 
hotels it's the same thing, according to the business of it, is the time you can get off but I don't know 
what they do nowadays but waitresses are not the same kind of waitresses as they used to be in my 
day. It was different altogether. 

 

Q. Did you think it was harder in your day? 

A. No, it didnae bother me a bit. Life was hard in those days anyway. So as long as you had a job that you 
were making money and making money I could. I'll tell you truthfully you got paid. You got paid, tips, 
tips, tips, not wages but the tips in the Golden Lion were marvellous. I was able to send money home to 
my mother every week. This was another thing I'm going to tell you. It was an ordinary cheap envelope 
and an ordinary cheap stamp, whatever it was at that time for a stuck envelope and every week at the 
same time the wee letter was written, but it was the money that counted and it all went in that plain 
envelope and I never registered it at any time that I was in the Golden Lion. I think I was there for three 
years giving money to my mother every week because she needed it. God Bless Her. She didnae have 
an easy life and the money was sent in a plain envelope and every week she got that money. Never 
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once was it lost or interfered with and you've just got to say to yourself, that's amazing because most 
people would have said you should have registered it, but that was needed spending money sending 
money and they [needed] all the money they could get, my mother. Regularly posted the same time, on 
a certain day and she got it without any problems and she was very, very thankful because the boys 
couldn't get jobs at that time. It was a poor time again. 

 

Q. So there was just you working? 

A. I worked all the time in the Golden Lion and I'll tell you something, if you did get a break you were 
thankful to lie down in your bed and go sound asleep at once, no problems whatsoever, you were so 
tired. Yet while you were working you didn't feel tired because it was pleasant feeding people and 
seeing them happy with their meal. 

 

Q. So you enjoyed it? 

A. I enjoyed it, uh-huh. Then eventually, of course, I met my husband but he had to wait two years and 
more before I married him because I was still thinking about my mum and how she was going to 
manage and that she needed the money and the boys y'know. But eventually it came again, that the 
spell when boys couldn't get jobs and eventually it came that there was more work and I was able to get 
married, but I had to. (laugh) 

 

Q. Was your husband from Stirling? 

A. He was a Stirling man, he was local and his mother, who I'm very sorry that I never met, she had died 
five months before I met him. I got to know his dad after I was married and he was a gem. He'd been a 
postman, marvellous, and he told me about St. Ninians and I remember going from the church one day, 
he was coming out to my house after the church and we stopped in the middle of the old town. What we 
called the old town at that time and it was just a street but of course there's a lot of it cut away now. It's 
not the same as it was in those days, and about midway down the old town was a ruin building, big 
high, the ground was a bit higher at this bit and there was a ruined building and it had three narrow 
windows together and the old man could tell me all about it. At the moment it's gone, what it was and he 
could tell me all about it and I remember standing watching it and thinking about him when he was 
young and him chatting away to me. Well, he was a very good postman. He was very well honoured 
when it came to retiring. Well, anyhow he used to come out to my house in Robertson Place in here, 
y'know where Robertson Place is and every night he walked from Stirling out to see me and sit, and he 
enjoyed seeing the bairns, and seeing them getting bathed. 

 

Q. How many children did you have? 

A. I had four girls and one boy and another one that was a bad birth. The baby's hand and arm was born 
[folded]. It should never have happened and it wasn't opened up to let the baby out. So I was taken to 
the hospital by ambulance. In those days you just had your baby at home and I was taken to hospital by 
ambulance and when I went in there was this big room and it was full of nurses and what have you. This 
was to see what was, what, y'know because y'know it's not a thing that happens regularly. It was 
something worth seeing, but not to me! But it didnae bother me, I mean the labour pains stopped when 
the baby got its arm and elbow out but that's what it was, its left arm, elbow and hand was out. 
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1904 Worked in a Bakery; Message girl in a Grocer’s Shop; Domestic Servant; 
Woollen Mill Worker; Domestic, Daily Help 

 
Interviewee Code P3 
Interview Conducted 18th March 1988 
Interviewer Karen Connal 
Transcribed by Eilean Burgess 
 

Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1904. 

 

Q. And where were you born? 

A. In Dalry in Aryshire. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. Oh I was three weeks old when I was brought to Dunblane. 

 

Q. Three weeks old? 

A. Uh-huh, so you may say I'm a native. 

 

Q. Did you have any brothers or sisters? 

A. No. No, only child. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. He was, he worked with the County Council, a roadman, for the County Council, and then he was the 
Town Crier and Bill Poster. You know he used to go round with a bell, saying what was coming on, any 
event that was coming on, a cattle show or anything like that. And then he posted all the bills round the 
place, Bill Poster. But these are all done away with now. 

 

Q. What about your mother, did she work before she got married? 

A. My' mother was a dressmaker. 

 

Q. Was she? 

A. Uh huh. And her father built two houses up in Cawder Crescent, Greylea and Revookie. But she took a 
stroke and she was paralysed on the right side, she had no power in her right hand at all. But I had a 
boy and she just lifted him like that and put him on her knee and brought him up ‘til he was sixteen 
years of age before she died. 

 

Q. Did your mother dress-make still after she got married? Did she carry on dressmaking, or did she not 
work at all after she got married? 

A. I don't know whether she did or not. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Uh huh. Dunblane Cathedral. 

 

Q. What denomination is that? 

A. Church of Scotland. 

 

Q. Did they ever take an interest in politics? 

A. No. No. 
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Q. You don't know what party they voted for or anything? 

A. We're usually Liberal. They were always Liberals. 

 

Q. What did your parents do in their spare time, if they had any? 

A. Well my mother was a dressmaker, and my father, he worked in the County Council on the roads, and 
then he did the bill posting and bell ringing, he went round with a bell - any event was coming off. 

 

Q. But if he had any spare time, was he into sports or anything? 

A. Well football. 

 

Q. He played football? 

A. Aye. The Old Heather Team. I've a photograph there of The Old Heather Team. 

 

Q. Was your mum in the Woman's Guild or any church organizations? 

A. No. I don't think she was interested in any of these things. No. 

 

Q. Now the first house, that you lived in as a child when you came to Dunblane. 

A. Was in the Kirk Street. 

 

Q. And have you any memories of that? 

A. Oh aye, I went to the school out of there. It's next to the Chimes, well it used to be the Cross Keys, but 
it's the Chimes now. It's now toilets where our block was, there was a two storey block, and my 
grandmother, my father's mother was blind, and I used to take her down to the Post Office, no' the one 
that's there it was in the middle of the High Street at that time, for her pension. And I got my penny, and 
whenever I got my penny, she used to go into McEwan's to get a wee bundle of sticks for her fire, and I 
got my penny and I was off, and she had to cross the road where the old Police Station is now. What is 
it now? It's the gardens now. Used to a big wall there and a great big door, studded door, for the old 
Police Station there, and she used to go up there, round about there, 'course there wasnae the traffic 
going about, what there is now. And she crossed the road and went up there. I was away spending my 
penny! 

 

Q. How big was this house then, that you stayed in? how many rooms? 

A. Four. 

 

Q. Was it an inside toilet and bathroom at all? 

A. There was no bathroom, no. And the toilet was outside, outside and round a close at the back. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework herself, or did she ever employ someone else? 

A. No. No, she did all the housework herself. 

 

Q. Do you remember what sort of things she used to do? 

A. She was a great baker. Baking, you know. And made soup, pots of soup, these sort of things. We were 
well fed. 

 

Q. She would probably have made all your clothes then? 

A. At that time when she was able. Aye. 

 

Q. Was she quite young when she had this stroke? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Were you still a little girl? 

A. Aye, just a, <..pause..> 
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Q. So did you help your mother at all in the house then with the housework, when you were a child? 

A. We'd only two apartments, you know. Was there only? <..pause..> No there was four, in the building, 
there was nobody up the stair. Oh I cannae mind what there was there now. 

 

Q. Did you do any housework for your mum at all? 

A. Oh aye, you ran the messages. <..pause..> Oh my granny stayed with us, that's right, my father's mother 
was there, she was blind though. And I had to take her down to the Post Office, which was in the middle 
of the High Street, where the Victoria Wine shop is now. 

 

Q. What about in the house itself, did you do any chores in the house? 

A. Any sewing? 

 

Q. Chores? 

A. Chores? <..pause..> Oh aye, aye, the likes of sweeping up and that. We had a sweeper, but no' an 
electric one in these days, you know. 

 

Q. What about your father did he ever help your mother in the house? 

A. No. I don't think he'd do much in the house. 

 

Q. You were talking about baking your mother used to do, and the food that you used to have. What kind 
of food did you eat when you were little? 

A. Oh, pots of soup, Scots’ Broth, good Scots’ Broth. She made girdle scones. We had a girdle, and we 
had a thing that hooked on front of the fire, and you put the scone there and it got brown. On the front of 
the fire. It was an open fire, it was like this. 

 

Q. What would you have for your breakfast? 

A. Oh. You're going back now! I'm eighty four! Oh, it would be ham and egg likely, that was usually the 
favourite, or a boiled egg. 

 

Q. Did your parents just do their shopping in the village then? 

A. Oh aye. 

 

Q. Did they ever go into Stirling at all? 

A. No. No' in these days, they never went to Stirling in these days. They do go now. We do all our 
shopping in Stirling. 

 

Q. Was there a Co-Op in Dunblane then? 

A. Aye, there was a Co-Op then. 

 

Q. Did they use that? 

A. No. No I don't think she used the Co-Op. I don't think she was in the Co-Op at all. There was vans came 
round the doors, you know, grocery vans and baker's vans. All came round. 

 

Q. When you were a child, did you celebrate special occasions, like birthdays and Christmas? 

A. Oh aye, your birthdays, aye, Christmas time and New Year time. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do on your birthdays then? 

A. Oh you waited to see what you were getting, see how much money you would get. And what presents 
you got. 

 

Q. Did you get a lot of presents? 
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A. No, no an awfae lot, 'cause I hadnae any brothers and sisters. My mother was the only lassie in twelve 
laddies, but the boys all went out to America. There was only one stayed in Dunblane, my Uncle John. 
He went up and stayed beside the old man, beside my grandfather, and he got the house underneath 
him. You see my mother was cut out of his will because she married against his will. Aye she was cut 
out of his will because she married against his will. 

 

Q. What about Christmas time, what did you do at Christmas time when you were little? 

A. You got up on Christmas morning, and your presents were all on the fender. You know we had a brass 
fender, well it was a steel fender, with a brass name plate, ‘Oor ain fireside’ was written on it. And your 
presents were all sitting on this. Big doll, I always remember I got a big doll one time, I was fair away wi' 
it. 

 

Q. You were saying about Hogmanay, were you allowed up on Hogmanay? 

A. Oh, you were allowed up for so long, but that was all. 

 

Q. What were the celebrations like then? 

A. Oh, very quiet, you didnae have the money to celebrate in these days, you know. I think my father had 
about thirty shillings a week. 

 

Q. Did you have any books at home, or were you in the library at all? 

A. Oh I was in the library. Aye. 

 

Q. Was there a library in Dunblane? 

A. Uh huh, a library in Dunblane, aye, a member of the library. 

 

Q. Do you remember what newspapers and magazines your parents got when you were little? 

A. I don't think my mother did a lot of reading. I couldnae mind what papers was in these days, <..pause..> 
‘The Sentinel’, that's, <..pause..> we get the Tuesday paper now, but it used to be called ‘The Sentinel’, 
y'know these days. I don't know if we got an ‘Observer’. 

 

Q. Were you aver taken out visiting neighbours, and friends and relations when you were a little girl? 

A. No. My mother wasnae able to go, and the school was just, <..pause..> A family lived next door to us, the 
Sharps, and she took me to school. The school was just up the brae, where it is now, where the old 
Public School is now, and she took me to the school. Gosh I was at her funeral, after that she went to 
the Woman's Army and she was killed and they brought her home, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So you didn't normally go out visiting? 

A. No, no. We hadnae any, <..pause..> well my mother had a brother up there, but they were, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Do you remember any other outings with your parents? Did you ever go places? 

A. Well I had a Sunday School teacher, a Miss Hunter, and she used to take my mother a drive every 
summer. Morrison had a carriage and pair and she always got that for my mother, to take her for a 
drive, and I always went with her. And we'd go away up by Greenloaning and back down round about, 
you see, just up by Sheriffmuir and round about and down by Greenloaning. Once a year. 

 

Q. Did you stop for a picnic or anything, or was that, was it just the ride itself? 

A. No, just the drive. Just the drive, and back home. 

 

Q. What about holidays did you have any? 

A. Oh, we never had holidays in these days. We never went anyplace in these days, no. 

 

Q. Were you ever taken to a wedding when you were a child, to anybody's wedding? 

A. No. No' when I was younger, no. 
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Q. Now, a Sunday, did you go anywhere? <..pause..> 

A. Oh, you'd to go to Sunday School. 

 

Q. And was that the same church as your parents went to? 

A. Uh-huh. Just across the road, it was just the Cathedral; the Sunday School was in the hall. 

 

Q. So what was the normal Sunday like? Did you go to Sunday School in the morning? 

A. You went to Sunday School in the morning, and you'd to go to the church, after Sunday School. Strict! 

 

Q. Did you have any special clothes for a Sunday? 

A. Oh aye, oh you kept your good clothes for a Sunday, taken off whenever you come home; whenever 
you came out of the Sunday School your good clothes were taken off and your ordinary ones put on. 
You could play about then. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to play outside on a Sunday? 

A. Oh aye, we had a wee wall, just at our back door, on the way going up to Sinclair Street now, I don't 
know if that wee wall is still there. We played there. 

 

Q. Now, did you ever go, join any other club, like the Band of Hope or the Temperance Club or? <..pause..> 

A. Yes we were in the Band of Hope, we were in the Band of Hope. 

 

Q. What did you do at the Band of Hope? 

A. Oh, singing hymns, singing hymns, and they always had a Christmas Party at the Band of Hope. And I 
went to the Girl Guides. I was in the Girl Guides. 

 

Q. So would you say religion was quite important when you were a child then? 

A. Oh aye, aye. I didnae have any brothers or sisters, but I had plenty of friends, plenty of pals. And the 
school was just up the hill. 

 

Q. What sort of games did you play then? 

A. Oh skipping Ropes, Skipping Ropes was the main, and throwing a ball up on the wall. 

 

Q. Did you ever have any other outings through Sunday School or anything like that? 

A. Aye, our Sunday School picnic went down Kippenross. Do you know Dunblane at all? 

 

Q. Not very well. 

A. No. Where the Stirling Arms is, you go up, there is a road along beside the golf course, went down there 
to Kippenross big house, and there was a big field we got there for to picnic. That's where we went our 
picnic. They never took you away on buses and things in these days. Down there for your picnic. 

 

Q. So did you just walk there? 

A. Walked, you all walked down, aye. 

 

Q. And what did you have for your picnic? Did they supply it? 

A. Oh you had your, you took your tinnie round your neck on a ribbon, and you got your bag of buns and 
milk, that was your picnic. Then you played at games, you know. And they took ropes with them, slung 
them up in trees and made swings, and oh we had quite a rare time in our day. We enjoyed ourselves, 
we didnae need to spend any money in these days. 

 

Q. Were you free to play with anyone you pleased when you were a child? Or did your mum or dad ever 
say you couldn't play with certain children? 
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A. No, no. No, no. We never, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Everybody just played together? 

A. Aye, we never had any trouble like that in our days? 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies yourself? 

A. No, <..pause..> knitting. 

 

Q. Did you collect things? 

A. No, well, knitting, I used to do a lot of knitting. My mother was a dressmaker, but my friend, <..pause..> my 
pal and I, we were going - there was a fancy dress parade and we were going as sort of jesters. And we 
had all this cloth out, had it down on the floor to cut it out. And we were cutting out the trousers, and my 
mother's sitting killing herself laughing. Says I, "What are you laughing at?" She says, "They'll never fit 
you!" And we held them up, "They will so! Look at the length of them." But we hadnae left any room 
behind, you know for bending. We had made the two bits the same length. That was a laugh. "Couple of 
fine dressmakers, you would make." she'd say. 

 

Q. You said you were in the Guides? 

A. Aye, I was in the Girl Guides. Oh aye. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do in the Guides? 

A. Oh you'd do all the things for to get your badges. Learn how to light a fire with one match. We had all 
the different things you'd to do, you'd to get these row of badges you see, for your arm. Trekking and 
what no'. 

 

Q. What about the pictures? Could you go to the pictures at all? 

A. We'd pictures in the hall here. Aye, once a week you went to the pictures. 

 

Q. Any theatres, or music halls or anything like that? 

A. No. No. No. And you werenae allowed to Stirling the way they are nowadays. The young ones go to 
Stirling nowadays, we wouldnae be allowed to go to Stirling on our own when we were young. 

 

Q. Did you ever get taken there? <..pause..> 

A. No, no, my mother wasnae able to go, and no, we just stayed at home. 

 

Q. Did you get any pocket money when you were a child? 

A. Aye, you used to get your pocket money. I used to go down with my granny when she went for her 
pension, and I got maybe tuppence or thruppence. 

 

Q. And you got that from your granny every week? 

A. That's my granny. 

 

Q. So could you just spend that on anything you wanted? 

A. Oh aye, just spent it, that was it. 

 

Q. Now before you started school, were you given any lessons, you know, being able to write your name or 
anything like that? 

A. Och, aye, aye. 

 

Q. So it was Dunblane Primary, was it you went to? 

A. Dunblane School, aye. 
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Q. Was that just a Primary School or did it take you right on? 

A. Took right on to the 'Qualifying', what we called the 'Qualifying'. And then you were there until you were 
fourteen, you left at fourteen. And then you see, we moved from the Kirk Street, down to the stairs down 
the side of the chemist's shop, down the Mill Row. There was stairs came down off the High Street, we 
stayed in the middle of there. 

 

Q. So what did you think of school? Did you like school? 

A. Oh, I liked the school, aye, I liked the school; there 'til I was fourteen. 

 

Q. What sort of subjects did you get? 

A. Och we didn't have so many as they have nowadays, though. 

 

Q. Reading and Writing? 

A. Reading and Writing, aye. We used to have wee plays, wee plays and recitations, and all these sort of 
thing. You'd stand up and recite. 

 

Q. Did parents come to see you? Were parents allowed to come to see you for these plays? 

A. Well my mother wasnae able to go with being paralysed. Paralysed on the right side, and she had a big 
boot. Aye the parents used to, <..pause..> used to have a parents' day too. 

 

Q. So, did you have a uniform to school? 

A. To school, no. No. 

 

Q. Were there any punishments? 

A. Aye, the strap! (laughter) 

 

Q. What sort of things would you get the strap for? 

A. Oh, if you were talking, if you were found talking. One of the teachers used to roll it up and throw it up 
the back if you were sitting up there, and you'd to bring it down, and then you got your strap. I never got 
it very often though. 

 

Q. What were the teachers like, were they quite strict? 

A. Oh they were very strict, Miss Douglas especially. Mr. Hamilton was the Headmaster in these days. 

 

Q. So did you leave school at fourteen? 

A. Fourteen, aye. 

 

Q. And if you had wanted to go on, what would have happened then? 

A. If my father had been alive, I would've been made to stay at school, because my father was very strict 
for learning. But my father died and I had to leave. And I got a job in the bake-house. I just had to run 
along the road to Allison ******, where McAlpine baker is now, underneath was their bake-house. 

 

Q. And how did you get that job there then? 

A. Well I went messages first in the shop, and then I got a job in the bake-house then. 

 

Q. Was that when you were still at school you went messages? 

A. Aye, that's right, I went messages, and then after I left the school I got the job in the bake-house. And 
we used to grease tins, and learn the baking. The bread was all made by hand in a great big trough that 
went alongside the wall, and the bread, the dough was all in there; made by hand in these days. Funny 
how just, <..pause..> I was at a funeral the other day there, and I was just talking to one of men that was 
there; him and I used to grease the tins. We were talking away, about our days in the bake-house. I 
says, "Aye, the bread's no the same as we used to make it in our days." Made by the hands. Aye. 
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Q. You were born in 1904? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. That would be 1918, that was just after the First World War? Have you any memories of the First World 
War? Did life change a lot for you then? 

A. Ah well, I don't mind much about it. We used to just listen to them talking about it, you know. Well I 
hadnae any brothers or sisters, so I mean there was no interest in it. 

 

Q. How often did you work as a message girl at the bake-house, while you were at school? 

A. Oh well you had to be between thirteen and fourteen, before you got a job, and you went with the 
messages. Then I went round with the van, the baker's van. I used to go round all the country places, 
Braco and these places with the van. 

 

Q. Was that just after school? 

A. Aye. Uh-huh. Round with the van and delivered the messages. 

 

Q. And how much did you get paid for that? Can you remember? 

A. I couldnae tell you, wasnae much anyway. It'd be about half a crown or something. 

 

Q. So what about when you started full-time then in the bake-house, how much did you get paid then? 

A. Oh. I cannae mind. I couldnae tell you lassie. 

 

Q. What were your hours like then? 

A. Well on a Saturday, we'd to be along early. You'd to be along 'bout half-past five, between half-past five 
and six in the morning. Well I hadnae far to go, I'd just to run along the road. Because they did all the 
baking early, and then you'd sit on the top of this trough and get a cup of tea, and maybe a hot scone, 
or a bridie, or something, you know. I always remember that. I remember I nearly choked on one that 
was burned, the crust was burned. This man had to clap my back and the bit just went flying out. I 
always remember that, nearly choked to death. 

 

Q. What time did you finish? 

A. About four. 

 

Q. Was that every day, or just a Saturday? 

A. Oh no, that was every day. 

 

Q. Did you only get a Sunday off then? 

A. Aye, that's right. 

 

Q. So, you had that break for a snack when you went in then, did you get any other breaks during the day? 
Did you get a lunch hour or something? 

A. Oh aye, you'd a lunch hour, aye, aye. You went home for your dinner and came back. 

 

Q. So was your wage a steady wage or was it? <..pause..> 

A. Oh no, it was a steady wage, aye. I cannae mind how much we had in these days. 

 

Q. Were you quite happy with it? 

A. Yes, I was quite happy. And then, sometimes I'd go out with the van, you know away out in the country, 
with the bread van. 

 

Q. Did you actually make the bread yourself? 
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A. Oh no, no no. The men made the bread. But it was all done by hand, in this big trough, the dough was 
always thingmied, and made into loaves and you got the job to thingmy the top of the loaves with the 
eggs mixture, you see, for to put a shine on it. 

 

Q. A glaze? 

A. A glaze on it, aye. 

 

Q. What did you do with your wages? 

A. What did I do with them? Hand them over! And just take back what you got! 

 

Q. Did you get something back? 

A. Oh you got something back, aye. 

 

Q. Now how long did you work at the bakery then? 

A. I think ‘til I was about sixteen. And then I went to a, <..pause..> Oh, I was sixteen when my father died, 
that's right. Then my mother and I moved down here, to a wee cottage, just out where my front garden 
is, after that. And then they built these houses behind us, my mother died in there and they built these 
houses behind us. 

 

Q. So what did you do when you left the bakery then? 

A. Went to service. 

 

Q. Into service? 

A. But no' staying in, you know, daily, daily come out, daily service. 

 

Q. Did you have a job in Domestic Service before you left the bakery? Or did you just leave the bakery, 
then look for another job? 

A. No I left the bakery and I went to Miss Easton's at the corner, to help her in the fruit shop. On the corner 
of the High Street, just across from the Stirling Arms. And I helped her in the shop there. And we used 
to stay 'til eleven o'clock at night to watch her making the tablet. She made tablet in the pot you see, 
and we used to stay there because when she was finished we got the scrapings of the pot, to put in a 
paper to bring home. 

 

Q. Was that a full-time job again? 

A. In the bake-house? 

 

Q. No. In Miss Easton's shop? 

A. Oh in Miss Easton's? No, no, that was going with the messages, you went with a bike, up round the 
Crescent, with the basket in the front with all the vegetables and that in it. 

 

Q. But when you actually left, stopped working at the bakery and went into service, did you have that job 
when you left the bakery, or did you leave the bakery and then look for it? 

A. I left the bakery, aye. 

 

Q. Were you just a general maid then? 

A. Aye, that's right, just daily, a daily. 

 

Q. And was it somebody in Dunblane that you worked to? 

A. They were American people, stayed up ******, where Mr. McFarlane the butcher is now. I was seven 
year with them. And I used to listen to that mill bell going and watch these lassies going down to that 
factory, laughing away. And I says, "I'm going to put my name in to that Mill." If my father had been 
alive, I wouldnae have been allowed. He wouldnae allow me to go there. He would have sent me to 
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night school to learn Shorthand and Typing and all this carry on; Bookkeeping. So I went down one day, 
and put my name in the mill, and I went into the Mill, and I was twenty years in it. 

 

Q. To get back to your Domestic Service, what were your hours like then? 

A. Oh you worked to all hours of the night! I worked with Americans, and Mrs. Black, Mr. and Mrs. Black 
they were, and they used to go away and leave you in charge. Maybe away to Glasgow or that for the 
day and leave you in charge. Well there was a young family there, and you got your meals and that. 

 

Q. Did you take care of the children as well? 

A. Aye, aye, while they were away. 

 

Q. You did that too? Was there no nannie? 

A. No. No, they hadnae a nannie in those days. 

 

Q. Were you the only domestic servant there? 

A. Aye, but just daily. I didnae stay in any of the places, no. 'Cause, I'd my mother, my mother was 
paralysed you see, on her right side, and I'd always come home at night. 

 

Q. Do you remember what your wages were there? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> seven and six, I think. 

 

Q. For the week? 

A. Um hum. 

 

Q. Was that a better wage than the bakery, was that why you went there? 

A. Aye, well you were getting your food you see. You got your food too. 

 

Q. So you were seven years with them? 

A. Aye, aye, they were a nice family. 

 

Q. And then you had put your name down for a job in the mill? <..pause..> 

A. <..pause..> The mill, and then went into the mill. 

 

Q. Did they contact you when they needed somebody or what happened then? 

A. Oh aye, aye, they sent you word. 

 

Q. That was Dunblane Mill? What did that mill do? What was it's? <..pause..> 

A. It was wool. It was a woollen mill. You started, at one and I moved up right; I was through every 
machine I think in the mill. 

 

Q. So what did you start at then? 

A. Spinning. Started with spinning, and you went to the twisting, you went to the reeling and then you went; 
I landed up at the carpet side, where they made the carpet wool. It was a great big machine that was. 
Finished up there. 

 

Q. So, what time did you start, in the mill, <..pause..> and finish? What were your hours like there? 

A. Oh you started at seven o'clock in the morning but before they used to start at five, in the olden days. 
You see, they had a school there, and they used to go half a day at the school and half a day at the mill. 
In the old days, the 'Half timers' they called them, they used to tell us all about it, all the old ones that 
were in the mill you know, but all that was stopped then.  

 

Q. You started at seven, did you have a break? 
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A. Aye, you got your dinner. You came home for your dinner at twelve o'clock, and back at one. And then 
you were there 'til half past five. 

 

Q. Did you get tea breaks in the morning and the afternoon? 

A. Oh we used to. I just worked at the top of the stairs, and the smiddy was down the stair, and we had a 
wee can, what we called a drum, you know a wee can with a handle, put it in the fire and boiled up tea. 
Two or three of the lads used to come round about. My machine was just at the top of the stair, and 
they aye got a cup of tea out my can. 

 

Q. So the spinning, can you describe what you did when you did the spinning? 

A. Describe what you did? Oh well the bobbins, <..pause..> the bobbins came to you with the wool wound 
round them, you see, and you put them up on the top, and you brought them down, put them through 
the eye, and they went onto another bobbin. 

 

Q. This is on the machine? 

A. On a machine, aye, onto another bobbin. And they went from there to the twisting, and they twisted with 
another, maybe another bobbin of wool, to make it a thicker one, maybe a two ply or three ply. 

 

Q. Was that on another machine or was that still the same? <..pause..> 

A. On another machine, aye. The spinning was a single thread, you see, and then it went to, maybe mixed 
with another two or three bobbins, to make it three ply or four ply, you see. And then that went on to a 
bigger thingmy. And then it went from there, on that twisting, and it went from there to the reeling, and it 
put on the reel and they made it into the hanks. This went round about on this big thing like a drum, and 
it went round about there; made it into hanks of wool. And they were tied up and weighed and then all 
put so many together. And then it went from there up to the second flat where I used to work. And you 
put it on a hook thing, and you pulled it out here, and twisted it round about, then put it like that, then. 
That was in a hank then, you see, made it into a hank of wool, like what you buy. You don't buy them in 
hanks now but it used to be in these days. 

 

Q. Was that piece-work or was it a set wage that you got at the mill? 

A. Oh it was a set wage, you had a set wage. Well each department had a set wage, you know. The higher 
you went the, <..pause..> 

 

Q. It improved as you went up? <..pause..> 

A. Aye that's right, aye. 

 

Q. So the work itself, was it dirty or dusty? 

A. It was dusty. Aye, 'cause you know, the hairs blowing about. 

 

Q. Did you wear masks or anything? 

A. No, no we never had masks on. We wore overalls, you'd to buy your own overall, they never supplied 
you with any of these. The only thing is your hands were nice and soft with the oily wool, you know. 

 

Q. Did you get any holidays with pay in the mill? 

A. You didnae get pay at the beginning, but eventually, it came with pay. 

 

Q. What about if you were off sick? 

A. Oh no, you never got any pay if you were off sick. You lost your pay in these days, aye. 

 

Q. Can you remember what your wage was in the mill? 

A. Seven and six, I think. Was it seven and six? To start, I think, something like that anyway. I remember 
my mother, she was there for three weeks, she got half a crown. 

 

Q. Was that when she was younger? 
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A. And it's the old mill, Wilson’s. 

 

Q. So you were there for twenty years? 

A. I was there for twenty year, in the mill, aye. 

 

Q. So how did your wage go up? What was it like? 

A. Oh different jobs you went to, your wages went up, you know. 

 

Q. What were you getting at the end of the twenty years? 

A. Oh I cannae tell you what I got at the end of the twenty years. 

 

Q. So did men and women work together in the mill? 

A. Uh huh, uh huh. 

 

Q. How many worked in the mill all in, roughly, would you know? Was it quite a big place? 

A. Oh it was a big mill. It's houses that's there now. Aye, there one lot this side. You'd your spinning and 
the twisting and the reeling all on this side. And on the other side of the mill, was the carpet wool. It was 
big white hanks, you know. It just came out white, and then it was sent away to the carpet places to get 
dyed and get made into carpets. It was heavier stuff to work with. I used to work on the bottom flat, and 
two great big machines I had, and you had to run up and down, run up and down. 

 

Q. And who showed you how to do the jobs? Did somebody show what to do? 

A. Oh aye, somebody comes to show you, and then that's you. Once you got the knack of it you, you're left 
on your own. Gosh, when you were left on your own, your heart began to beat. 

 

Q. So what was the atmosphere like, in the mill with the girls? 

A. Oh fine and cheery, it was cheery. 

 

Q. You could talk and relax and that while you were working? 

A. Aye, aye. 

 

Q. Was there a work's club at all? 

A. No, no, we didnae have any clubs or anything like that in these days, no. 

 

Q. Did you have social nights with all the workers? 

A. No, no, you see a lot of them came from Stirling and Cowie! They came up in the train in the morning 
and went back in the train at night. Aye, oh there wasnae a lot of them local. No, my father would have 
turned in his grave if he knew I had been in the mill. 

 

Q. So how did your employer treat you, was he quite fair? 

A. Oh aye, they were quite good, aye, uh, uh. 

 

Q. Was there a Trade Union at all? 

A. No, we had no union. I dinnae believe in unions. 

 

Q. You did that work for twenty years and what made you leave? 

A. I don't know why I left, <..pause..> when was that then? 

 

Q. Did you leave to go to another job? Did you leave to get married? 

A. No. No. 
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Q. Well during those years then when you were working, how would you spend your evenings? Did you go 
out places, pictures, dancing? 

A. Well we used to have pictures in the hall here you see, my father was the Bill Poster, and the Bell 
Ringer and of course I got in for nothing. 

 

Q. When you were older? 

A. Oh, when I was older! No you never went to Stirling, you werenae allowed to go to Stirling in these 
days. 

 

Q. So what did you do at nights when you were working? Were there dancing halls at all? 

A. Aye we used to go to the dancing in the Victoria Hall there. 

 

Q. Did you go on any holidays when you were working, with friends or that? 

A. Oh aye, after I was working, after my mother and them died I was, <..pause..> you went away your 
holidays.  Some of the girls, we used to go to Portobello. That was a great place to go to, Portobello. 

 

Q. How long would that be for, a week or a weekend or something? 

A. No a week. Well you got a fortnight's holidays in August. It was always the first fortnight in August, that 
was Dunblane holidays. And you see we used to have a holiday fund in the mill. You put so much every 
week into the holiday fund for your holidays. If anybody got married, anybody was getting married, we 
collected for them. And I was the one that always did them up, you know, what do you say? Tie all their 
hair up and do them all up. 

 

Q. And then what did you do, did you take them out? 

A. Oh, take them out, and a big chamber that was full of salt, and a doll sitting in the middle of it. March 
them round the town. (laughter) Oh we used to have great fun in these days. 

 

Q. Were there any special places where men and women could meet? Was there a cafe or anywhere like 
that in the village, where young people could meet; congregate? 

A. No. I don't think there was. 

 

Q. So did you live at home, the whole time you were working? 

A. Oh aye, aye. 

 

Q. If you did go out at night, did you have to be back in by a certain time? 

A. Oh aye, when I was younger, I had to be. My father would be out looking for me. 

 

Q. But when you were working did you? 

A. Oh no, when I was working, <..pause..> oh well you were glad to get in, 'cause you'd to get up in the 
morning to go to your work, and you were tired. 

 

Q. Did you still go to church on Sundays? 

A. Uh, uh, oh you must go to church on Sundays. Went to Sunday School, went to Church, the Bible Class 
at the finish up. You went to Bible Class then you went to church. 

 

Q. So what age were you when you got married then? 

A. Now you are asking something. 

 

Q. Now the year that you got married, can you remember that? 

A. Aye, 1945. 

 

Q. You were forty? <..pause..> 
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A. <..pause..> Five. I was forty five, aye. 

 

Q. So that was 1949? 

A. Aye, mmm. 

 

Q. How long had you known your husband when you got married? 

A. Just about a year I think. He was stationed up at Kinloss, in the North of Scotland, there. 

 

Q. He was in the forces, was he? 

A. Aye, he was in the Air Force. 

 

Q. And what age was your husband? 

A. He was ten years younger than me. 

 

Q. And where did he come from? 

A. Wales, South Wales, Aberdare. 

 

Q. And how did you meet him? 

A. Well they were going up with what you called the 'Queen Mary', that was that big thing they used to take 
the planes on you see. And we were coming down, my pal and I was coming down from a dance at the 
Queen Victoria School, at three o'clock in the morning, and they were stuck up there at the Police 
Station. And we were just passing at the time when two heads popped up. There was another chap with 
us, the three of us were all walking down the road. We got the fright of our life, you know. They'd been 
sleeping under this canvas thing and they heard the voices and they just popped up. So of course the 
other lad, he walked on and my pal and I, we stopped and chaffed them up. And we stayed along there 
at number eight, and she was next door. So we brought them along and gave them their supper. That 
was on the Sunday morning, and then on the Monday, when I was going up to my work, <..pause..> 

 

Q. You were in the mill? 

A. No. I was in service at this time. Well I was working daily with the Provost and I was going up the road, 
and here they were still there. So they were there when we came back down, and there was a dance on 
at night, so they took us to the dance, then they went away, back up to Kinloss, away up in the North of 
Scotland. Well there was another lorry, another truck came down for them, because they had broke 
down you see, and the engineers came down and mended their 'Queen Mary' and took them back up. 

 

Q. So did he keep in touch with you then? 

A. Kept in touch, aye, he used to write every week. If they were coming down this way, they always 
stopped. 'Cause this was the main road, you see, they had to, <..pause..> the A9, they came right down 
there. 

 

Q. You were saying that you were in service at that time, so was that after the mill, did you go out to daily 
work again? After the mill? 

A. Daily work, aye uh-huh, uh-huh. 

 

Q. What happened then, did you get engaged? 

A. Aye, uh-huh. Then we were married by Mr. Chalmers Grant, in the Railway Hotel. 

 

Q. In the Railway Hotel? 

A. Aye. They had a, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Where was that? 

A. Just along, opposite side of the Post Office, up there, in the High Street. They had a big lounge; I knew 
the woman that run it, she had a big lounge up the stair. So we were married there. 
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Q. Did you have a reception there as well? 

A. Aye, uh-huh, aye. 

 

Q. Was it a big wedding? 

A. Ah well, it was quite a crowd. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon? 

A. Aye, went to Ayr for my honeymoon, down to my cousin's, a cousin in Ayr. 

 

Q. How long did you have? 

A. A week, well no a weekend, we just had a weekend. Then came back. 

 

Q. So did you continue to work after you got married? 

A. Aye, uh-huh, for a wee while. 

 

Q. Did he not mind you working? 

A. No. No. 

 

Q. So that was still being as a daily help with the Provost, did you say? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. So how long did you keep up that work then after you got married? 

A. I don't know how long it was. Because I remember he came up and did Mrs. McGill's ceiling, walls and 
things for her. <..pause..> I cannae mind how long it was. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you have a family at all? 

A. I had a son, myself, my own son. I had a son afore I was married. 

 

Q. When did you have that son then? Can you remember when he was born? Or what age you were? 

A. What age I was? I was twenty five I think. 

 

Q. So you had your son, did you say your mother looked after him, and you went back to work? 

A. Uh-huh, my mother brought him up ‘til he was sixteen. 

 

Q. What happened when he was sixteen? 

A. My mother was dead by that time, and he was working. She was real proud of him. She was paralysed 
on the right side and she used to just grab him like that, lift him on to her knee, to change him. She only 
had power in her left hand, you see, she was paralysed on the right side, the right hand. She was a 
dressmaker when she was younger. It was marvellous what she could do with her one hand. 

 

Q. So he was the only family you had? 

A. Um hum. 

 

Q. Where did you have him. Did you have him at home or in hospital? 

A. Oh, I had him at home. A wee cottage in front of here. 

 

Q. Did you have the doctor and the nurse in attendance? 

A. Nurse, aye. 

 

Q. Was that the midwife? 
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A. No. No it was a nurse, a maternity nurse. 

 

Q. Did you know anything about child birth at that time? 

A. Och well, we knew all the outs and ins. (laughter) 

 

Q. What about birth control, did you know anything about birth control? 

A. No. No. 

 

Q. How did you feed your baby? Did you feed him yourself? 

A. Uh-huh, aye. For a wee while. 

 

Q. Your husband and yourself now, how did you manage the housekeeping when you first got married? 
Did you just get all his wages? 

A. Oh I had to work anyway, because my mother wasnae able to do anything you see. I had to work in the 
house, and work in the mill an' all. Do the garden too. 

 

Q. But when you got married, did your husband give you all his wages? Or how was the housekeeping 
money managed? 

A. Oh aye, he handed over his pay. 

 

Q. And you just took care of everything? 

A. Aye that's right. 

 

Q. Was your son still living at home then? 

A. Aye he was at home, for a wee while, then he got married. 

 

Q. Did you pay all the bills and everything? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Was your husband ever ill or out of work at all? 

A. No, and then when he came out of the Air Force, he joined the, <..pause..> he got into the Post Office. He 
was a post man 'til he died. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet, through any of the years? 

A. Ah no' bad, we always managed, there was always a way. We never wanted for anything. 

 

Q. Now the community then. If any of the neighbours were ill or confined to bed, did everybody sort of 
help? 

A. Oh yes, we were all very friendly. The old body next to me up there, lived to a hundred and two. She 
was next door to me, and she was in with me when I had Donald. 

 

Q. Oh did she come in as well? 

A. She came in, aye, she came in too. 

 

Q. Was that the normal practice? 

A. That's right, she was what you called a sort of midwife, you know. She used to go round all them that 
had babies. 

 

Q. So how did the birth itself go? 

A. Oh quite straightforward, aye. It was a nice June morning, the fourteenth of June. Always remember it 
was the wee cottage, and the door was wide open. Aye, Dr. McFarlane, I'd no bother. 
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Q. What about medical care at that time, did you have to pay for the doctor? 

A. No. No. No. 

 

Q. Did you not? 

A. No. I don't think so, I don't think we paid for the doctor. I don't know, I cannae mind. It was a maternity 
nurse, we had, Nurse Dury, anyway. No we hadnae to pay, no. 

 

Q. How soon did you go back to work? 

A. Och I went, <..pause..> I think I was about a fortnight at home and I was back at my work. The doctor 
came in one morning and I was down on my knees scrubbing the floor. 

 

Q. So where you lived then, would you say most of the people had the same standard of living, or were 
some a lot better off? 

A. There were some a lot better off, ah, but no round about here. But there was. But them that worked in 
the factory you know, we were all just the same. 

 

Q. In general would you say it was a friendly neighbourhood? 

A. Oh very, very friendly. 

 

Q. When the Second World War started, where were you working then? Would that be in the mill? 

A. 1939? 

 

Q. Or were you in Domestic Service then? 

A. Aye I think I was. 

 

Q. So how did the Second World War affect you at all? 

A. We had nobody at it, you see I'd no brothers or anything. 

 

Q. What age would your son be? 

A. Oh, he was still at school. 

 

Q. What about rationing and things? 

A. Och aye, we managed. My mother didn't eat an awfae lot. 

 

Q. Pawn shops? You were telling me, <..pause..> 

A. No, there was none here, it was all in Stirling, but we didnae deal in pawn shops, no, no. 

 

Q. What if somebody had a need for money, and wanted to pawn something would they just have to go 
into Stirling? 

A. Oh they'd have to go to Stirling, aye, aye. Oh we never were that desperate! 

 

Q. Did local shops give credit or tick? 

A. Aye some of the shops did. I was always brought up, ‘Pay as you go and, and deal where you like’. That 
was my mother's motto. And ‘If you can't pay for it, do without it and wait 'til you can pay for it’. 
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1904 Food Office in the Second World War; Hotel Bookkeeper 

 
Interviewee Code T3 
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Interviewer Sharon Little 
Transcribed by Daphne McElwee 
 

Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1904. 

 

Q. Whereabouts? 

A. The Schoolhouse, Drymen. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. Between the Schoolhouse and this house, I've been all my life in Drymen. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. Five, two brothers and three sisters. 

 

Q. Who was the eldest? 

A. One of my brothers, no my sister was the, the oldest. 

 

Q. Did you know how old your parents were when you were born? 

A. In their thirties, I think. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. He was a schoolmaster. 

 

Q. Was he always a schoolmaster, or did he ever do anything else? 

A. No, no he was always a schoolmaster. 

 

Q. What job did your mother do before she was married? 

A. She was in the photographer's, in Rothesay, where she belonged. 

 

Q. Did she ever work after she was married? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What denomination? 

A. The Parish Church. 

 

Q. Did they go regularly, or sometimes? 

A. Yes they went regularly. 

 

Q. Did your parents take an interest in politics at all? 

A. Not to any great extent. 

 

Q. So were they in any party, any political party? 
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A. Well it, <..pause..> it wasn't talked about so openly in these days. 

 

Q. I see. What did your parents do in their spare time? 

A. Well they didn't have a great deal of spare time, being with a family of six, but, <..pause..> hobbies, my 
father's hobby was woodcarving and golf, curling in the winter time. And mother's well she hadn't much 
time for hobbies, between darning and mending for six of us, but sewing and reading were the principal 
hobbies. 

 

Q. Was your mother a member of the Woman's Guild, or anything like that? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And you were saying your father was interested in curling. Played? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What about your mother did she take any interest in sport? 

A. No. In sport no. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of your parents' house? 

A. Of their house. Of course, it was provided by the Education Authorities in these days, The School 
Board, and it was a good family house, with three public rooms, and four bedrooms and plenty room for 
play, and a big garden. 

 

Q. So did you share a bedroom? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, with my sister. 

 

Q. And what were the washing arrangements like for wash days? 

A. For wash days, well in the kitchen, the scullery rather, there was a large boiler and there was rain water 
ran into that, piped into it, and then the fire was kindled below it and water had to be carried from there 
over to the tub for washing. It must have been quite an arduous job. 

 

Q. Did anyone else besides your parents, live in the house, and your brothers and sisters? 

A. Live in the house? No. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all of the housework, or did she employ anybody to help? 

A. Well we had a maid until we were old enough to help a little. And then there was a woman came to do 
the washing, once a week I think it was. And I know she got half a crown. That was the standard 
payment at that time for a day's washing. 

 

Q. And your maid did she live in? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And do you know how much she got? 

A. No I don't know what it was; they never talked about these things to the children. (laughter) 

 

Q. How often did she get a holiday? 

A. Oh it would only be once a year, yes. 

 

Q. Did she get days off? 

A. I think so, yes. And we used to like when she came back after her day off, because she got 'Home 
Notes', and we only got, <..pause..> our father got 'Chambers Journal' and there were no nice stories or 
pictures in it. So we used to like when ****** came back with her 'Home Notes'. 
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Q. Did your father do anything around the home? 

A. No, no he couldn't even boil a kettle of water, I don't think. (laughter) It wasn't done in these days. 

 

Q. No, no. So did you have any jobs to do around the house that were specifically yours? 

A. Oh yes, we all had our own jobs to do every week. One polished the silver and another did the brass. 
There were handles on all the doors had to be polished, and em, <..pause..> one was appointed to do the 
handles, another did the spoons and forks, another did the knives. Knives weren't self-cleaning at that 
time and they had all to be done on a board. Oh yes we'd all jobs to do. 

 

Q. And what was your special thing? 

A. Mine was the polishing the knives and the spoons and forks. 

 

Q. Did you continue to do this sort of thing after you left school? 

A. Oh now that's difficult because, <..pause..> see I was at school and then I was at college, that I was really 
over twenty-one by the time my education was finished. And by that time self-cleaning knives and all the 
stainless steel was coming in that there wasn't the same need for hand work. 

 

Q. What kind meals did you have as a child? 

A. Meals? 

 

Q. Yes? 

A. Oh we had good substantial meals. Soup, home-made soup and eh, <..pause..> good meat dishes. Fish 
about once a week, and puddings, which were the favourite part of the meal. 

 

Q. And what was your favourite meal? 

A. Oh now, well I liked mince, and I liked potatoes. Soup I was, <..pause..> I took soup, I was never terribly 
keen on it, and puddings, I liked puddings especially a good baked rice pudding. That was one of my 
favourites. 

 

Q. Did you have anything special on a Sunday? 

A. Usually a roast, roast beef. 

 

Q. Where did your parents do the shopping? 

A. Oh locally, locally there was no way of getting to other shops, unless once in a while, once in a while if 
mother went into town she left an order at Cooper’s and they delivered on the Monday, and it was a 
great thrill to see what had come in Cooper’s message basket. 'Cause there were no buses then you 
know. 

 

Q. Did you ever go shopping with your mother? 

A. Oh yes, yes that was an experience because she'd often get a little extra that you didn't get in your own 
shops at home. 

 

Q. Did you celebrate special occasions, like birthdays? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And what about Christmas? 

A. Yes, yes. Christmas, it was celebrated but not so much as it is now. A lot of the country people 
celebrated New Year rather than Christmas although we didn't. We were more for Christmas, but there 
weren't the same extravagances as there are now. 

 

Q. So what sort of things did you do for Christmas? 

A. Well the school had a treat. A gentleman in the locality gave a treat every year and the schoolchildren 
performed and they had tea and buns, milk or whatever it was they drank then, and buns, and each got 
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a new shilling and an orange and an apple when they went out. And that was quite the highlight of the 
school year. 

 

Q. Did your parents play games with you? 

A. Yes. The farm which was near us, about half a mile away had a family of six also, and we used to have 
great games of Rounders, because we; <..pause..> both families joined together and that made a 
worthwhile, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Two teams? 

A. Yes, yes. Oh we played quite a lot. 

 

Q. Did you have books to read at hone? 

A. Yes, oh yes, we had a lot of books, in fact our, <..pause..> one wall in the parlour was a huge bookcase, 
and even that was filled. Yes, we had a lot of books. 

 

Q. What sort of books do you remember reading? 

A. 'Alice in Wonderland', I don't know how often I started it, I never got to the end of it. (laughter) Eh, 
<..pause..> 'Alice in Wonderland' that was my, <..pause..> the one I remember best, and the 'Water Babies'. 
Charles Kingsley's 'Water Babies' I remember quite well also. 

 

Q. Did you get newspapers and magazines? 

A. Newspapers yes, we got ‘The Glasgow Herald’ always, and the local papers at the weekend, 'The 
Stirling Observer' and 'The Journal.' And magazines, well our magazines never seemed to be awfully 
exciting, because as I said it was 'Chambers Journal' and it had always just a very, very prim cover on 
it, that was the only magazine we got regularly. 

 

Q. Were you taken out visiting neighbours and friends? 

A. Oh yes there was quite a lot of visiting in these days. What a difference from now. I remember if people 
dropped in, in the evening and you treated them to a cup of tea. There was a felt put on the big dining-
room table and a huge white cloth over that and then a tray cloth, a table centre, doilies on the plates, 
with a cloth also, and a tea-cosy. Now it must have been a lot of washing after, just for one or two cups 
of tea. 

 

Q. Did you go on holidays? 

A. Yes. Usually went to Rothesay to an aunt's house. That was our usual holiday. 

 

Q. And what sort of things did you do on holiday? 

A. Well our main thing was to go down to the beach, and play on the beach. And I used to like to go along 
and listen to all the, you know, the little religious groups who sang on the front, (laughter) in these days, 
and, <..pause..> attracted the crowds, and once in a while you were taken, once maybe once a year, you 
were taken to the Pierrot show, or whatever show was in the Winter Gardens at that time. 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. No. Well I do remember my brother's wedding, but that was about 19, <..pause..> 1930 something. 

 

Q. Could you tell me how you spent Sundays in those days? 

A. Yes. You went to church in the morning, and the whole family had to turn out of course, and then in the 
afternoon; our church was at twelve o'clock, and then in the afternoon you read, you weren't allowed to 
knit or sew or play any musical instruments. Not that my parents were terribly strict, but you just knew 
that you didn't do it. And we went for walks too a lot in the summertime, I did a lot of walking in Sunday 
afternoons. We'd walk over to Killearn, and visit the Schoolmaster there, and then walk back four miles 
again in the evening. 

 

Q. And you went to Sunday School? 



 353 

A. No. 

 

Q. No? 

A. We went to church but not Sunday School. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the Band of Hope? 

A. Yes, oh yes, I went to the Band of Hope, I remember once singing at it too, they must have been awfully 
hard up. (laughter) Yes we practised in a lady's house, and then we sang at the Band of Hope. 

 

Q. Did you have different clothes on Sundays? 

A. Oh yes, yes, you had to have different clothes to show it was Sunday. And then those were put off after 
you came back from church, and you got into your ordinary everyday clothes then, where you had more 
freedom. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. And do you think religion was important to you as a child? 

A. Well it was just part <..pause..> of a way of life, you didn't question it. It was a way of life. 

 

Q. As a child who did you play with? 

A. Oh my sisters mostly and at school with, you all played together in a, <..pause..> school playground, boys 
and girls you were all just one big team. 

 

Q. And what sort of games did you play? 

A. Rounders and one we called French Gangyweaver, I don't know what it's meant to be, and, <..pause..> all 
these ball games. And then Ring Singing, you know, rounds of singing, there was quite a lot of that too. 
You know, ‘Here we go round the Mulberry Bush’, and songs like that. 

 

Q. Yes. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Well it just happened, (laughter) and you tried to get washed up before your parents saw you. The 
worse thing I remember then, once, was that we were up at the farm next to us and I had a dress it was 
a sort of pink shade, but unfortunately, I got the bottom of it wet and of course it showed, it showed like 
red then and I was so ashamed, well I wasn't ashamed, I was afraid, going home getting a row for 
getting my dress wet. It was rather a tell-tale garment.  

 

Q. Did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. More or less, the boys played more Football than we did, of course, but more or less if it was Rounders 
they joined in. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to play with anybody you wanted to, or were there certain restrictions? 

A. No, no, you could play with anyone you liked. We were a classless society in these days. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time after school and at weekends? 

A. Well you had your lessons to do when you came home and then if there were any - you got helping your 
mother with something - nice jobs, you know, if she was getting ready to make the, <..pause..> for 
instance at Christmas time, she used to make quite a lot of Black Buns, I don't suppose you know what 
Black Buns are. 

 

Q. Yes, I love them. 

A. You do. Well we would get the job of cleaning the fruit and the, <..pause..> stoning the raisins and all that 
sort of thing, and we liked to do that. And I was always interested in helping her with cookery and I 
would go through to the kitchen, and help mother with this preparation for the next day. 
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Q. Did you have any special hobbies then? 

A. Did I have any special hobbies? 

 

Q. Yes? 

A. Well my hobby was cookery. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you keep any pets? 

A. Yes. Well we always had cats. We had a dog at one time, but I barely remember it, but we always had a 
cat, or cats. Not as tremendous pets, they were well looked after. They got leading a natural life. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sports? 

A. Well there weren't really, there weren't sporting activities until later, we had no tennis court then, when I 
was young, but when I was in my teens, a lady about two miles away offered several of us her grass 
tennis court, if we kept it we could play on it. So we used to walk over to her house, and play tennis, and 
we had to cut the grass of course first, and mark the lines in the tennis courts, and keep it, and then 
walk back, and oh we had some good times at tennis. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any youth organisations like Guides? 

A. No. I was never in, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the pictures or the cinema? 

A. Well very occasionally because you had to go to Glasgow to get it, <..pause..> it was, <..pause..> going to 
the pictures came more in my student days. 

 

Q. Did your parents give you pocket money? 

A. Yes a penny a week. 

 

Q. And what was it spent on? 

A. A ha'penny was spent on sweets and a ha'penny was saved, and the sweets; we had to walk down to 
the village which was half a mile away, and there was a shop there. It was really the woman's kitchen 
and she had a, one window, she had wee saucers of different sweets and it took a long time to decide 
what you were going to spend your ha'penny on. (laughter) Because once it was spent it was spent, you 
didn't go and ask for any more, you wouldn't have dared. You wouldn't have thought of asking for more, 
and it was whether you would take licorice allsorts or jelly babies or sherbert. It was quite a decision, 
and then the other ha'penny you saved, that would be used for I expect Christmas and birthday 
presents. I don't remember but I know you saved a ha'penny. 

 

Q. How old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Four. 

 

Q. And what type of school was that? 

A. Well it was mixed, boys and girls and two teachers. Or were there three? Two or three, sometimes there 
were three, and then visiting teachers came for Cookery and Drill and Sewing. 

 

Q. What did you think of school? 

A. Oh I liked it. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What punishments were there? 

A. Punishment. The strap. Oh yes. 
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Q. What did you have to do before you got the strap? 

A. Oh now I never had the strap, I don't think. Well I suppose misbehaving, talking and so on, was the 
biggest crime. 

 

Q. And what subjects were you taught? 

A. English, Arithmetic, <..pause..> all the extras that the teachers came for, Drill, Cookery, Sewing and we 
got Drawing also, Geography and History. 

 

Q. And boys and girls were taught the same subjects? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What did you wear to school? 

A. Oh just your ordinary everyday clothes, there was no uniform. 

 

Q. And was everybody dressed much the same? 

A. Oh well, according to the parents income, yes. 

 

Q. Right. What sort of things did you do at playtime? 

A. Oh we went out and played in the playground, probably ball games. 

 

Q. And did you go on to another school after that? 

A. Yes. I went on to Vale of Leven Academy after that. 

 

Q. Was that a lot bigger? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes it was the Secondary School. 

 

Q. What did you think about it? 

A. Oh I liked it. 

 

Q. Was there a uniform there, a school uniform? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And what subjects did you do there? 

A. Well English, Maths, Art, Domestic Science, Gym, Languages, French and Latin I took, and Science. 

 

Q. How old were you when you left the school? 

A. When I left eighteen, seventeen really, seventeen. 

 

Q. And what did you do after you left school? 

A. I went to college. 

 

Q. What college did you attend? 

A. Glasgow and West of Scotland Domestic Science College. 

 

Q. And that was Teacher Training? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was it mixed or women only? 

A. No it was women only in these days. 
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Q. And what qualifications did you need to get into this? 

A. You had to have your, what we called your Highers then. To have your Highers and be eighteen. 

 

Q. Did you get a bursary to pay you for your fees? 

A. I don't think so. 

 

Q. How did you find the other student teachers? 

A. Oh we had a good time. Yes I liked them. 

 

Q. And how did you spend your free time at Teacher Training College? 

A. Of course, being a town, there was plenty to do, and you know, pictures and dancing, and all the things 
that you expect in a town, you know, to see the shops was quite an entertainment in itself. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any clubs or societies? 

A. No, not really. 

 

Q. How long was the course that you were doing? 

A. Three years. 

 

Q. How much of the course was academic and how much was teaching practice? 

A. Oh now that's a difficult one because it varied with the years. First year we didn't have much teaching 
practice, but the second year we had to go up to a school I think it was once a week, but eh, <..pause..> in 
proportion of time I'm not sure. 

 

Q. Can you remember your first teaching placement? 

A. After I finished? 

 

Q. Yes? 

A. I didn't teach after I finished. 

 

Q. What about placement during your training? 

A. Well you were sent to a certain school once a week. I went to Woodside, and I also went to one in 
Rutherglen. 

 

Q. Were you nervous about it, or did you get on okay? 

A. Oh no, I would be nervous about it because it was a new experience. 

 

Q. And have you got any funny experiences? 

A. There was one teacher I used to be amused at because she thought that if you taught children to make 
scones, stirring them, mixing up the mixture with a knife, that they'd be sure to cut themselves, and she 
always made them use a fork, which we thought was more dangerous but she had to have her way of 
course. 

 

Q. How was your experience on placement, compared to what you had been taught at college? 

A. Well on placement, I suppose you mean having a regular post after I finished, <..pause..> and I didn't 
have a post. When I finished my mother was ill, and I didn't have the chance to go out to take a job. I 
took some evening classes, but that was all. 

 

Q. And what did you do your evening classes in? 

A. Cookery. 
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Q. So what was your first full-time job? 

A. Well that was; my first full-time job was in the Buchanan Arms at the beginning of the war. 

 

Q. And what were you doing? 

A. I was dealing with the Food, Food Office. Eh, <..pause..> food regulations at that time were very strict, 
and you could only get, you know, you had ration books and all that sort of thing, and you were allowed 
a certain amount of food and you couldn't go over that amount. Well I had to do with all that. 

 

Q. And what was your job description? What were you actually called? 

A. Oh I don't think we called each other anything, anything at all really. 

 

Q. And how did you get that job? 

A. The lady, the British lady who was in charge of the Food Department couldn't; she was hopeless with 
figures and forms, and she asked me, she came and asked if I would help her for an hour or two in the 
week. And it wasn't long; the first week finished and I had been there all the time, so I stayed on after 
that for all the, <..pause..> full-time. 

 

Q. So you were doing the figures and? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. Food Returns and carrying out the Food Regulations. 

 

Q. How did you learn this job? 

A. Well I had always been, <..pause..> some people are no use at forms, I had always quite liked forms and I 
had had a little experience of what the Food Office did, I had always been in; my father had been 
associated with the County through em, <..pause..> forms and that sort of thing, and I just sort fell into it. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. Well that's a dangerous one in the hotel experience. (laughter) We worked, <..pause..> when I went at first 
I just worked through the day I didn't work in the evenings, but later on I worked, we worked on split 
shifts. Anything from eight in the morning 'til twelve o'clock at night. 

 

Q. Did you get any holidays with pay? 

A. Yes. A fortnight. 

 

Q. What were you paid? 

A. Oh now, when I went at first it was about four pounds a week. 

 

Q. Did you feel that this was a fair wage? 

A. I thought it was low. 

 

Q. And did you give the money to your mother? 

A. No, my mother had died before that. 

 

Q. Oh I see? 

A. It was just my two sisters and myself. We shared the housekeeping expenses. 

 

Q. So you still lived with your sisters. And what other jobs were there in the Buchanan Arms? 

A. Well there were em, <..pause..> this was during the War of course, there were waitresses and 
chambermaids and porters. 

 

Q. How did you get on with the other people that you worked with? 

A. I got on fine. 
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Q. Could you talk and relax when you were working? 

A. Yes, up to a point. 

 

Q. How did your employer treat you? 

A. It wasn't just one employer, you were; <..pause..> but we were quite well treated by, <..pause..> it was 
Americans who had the hotel at that time. American Red Cross. They were quite good, but some of the 
girls hadn't had much experience, but they tried to pretend they had, and that didn't go down too well 
with the British Staff. 

 

Q. How did you feel about the work that you did? 

A. Oh yes, I quite enjoyed it. 

 

Q. How long did you do this work for? 

A. Oh now, American Red Cross gave it up, and eh, <..pause..> after a little while it went back to private 
ownership, I was there for twenty-seven years. 

 

Q. And you were sort of in charge of the accounts regarding food, for twenty-seven years? 

A. Yes, mm hmm. 

 

Q. So were you happy doing this job or would you have preferred another kind of occupation? 

A. No I enjoyed it. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time away from work? 

A. I had one day a week off, and I usually went to Glasgow on my day off. 

 

Q. And what sort of things did you do? 

A. I went to pictures, I went and did shopping, spent quite a lot of time shopping, and then going to 
pictures, and that more or less took up the day. Or the theatre of course sometimes. 

 

Q. If you stayed in in the evenings what sort of things did you do? 

A. Well listened to the wireless and read a lot, quite a lot. 

 

Q. How did you spend your Sundays in those days? 

A. Of course, you worked on Sundays the same as the other days, so that I didn't get to church much at all 
during the time I was in the Buchanan Arms, because we had to work on Sundays. 

 

Q. And did religion mean more or less to you after childhood? 

A. More. 

 

Q. Why do you think that was? 

A. Well I think you mature and I think you're able to absorb what you're taught. 

 

Q. And did you take an interest in politics? 

A. Yes, I did later on and I was Treasurer for the Conservative Party for quite a few years. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on holiday once you started working? 

A. Oh yes. I went on holiday. 

 

Q. Did you go with your friends or? <..pause..> 

A. I went with one of my sisters. 
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Q. What sort of activities did you do on holiday? 

A. Well usually we went abroad, and saw all the places round about and enjoyed the beach life as much 
as anything. 

 

Q. Did you make any new friends at this time? 

A. Yes I did. 

 

Q. And how did you meet them? 

A. Well a couple I still keep up with, I met on, <..pause..> we met going down from between Lisbon and 
Faroe, the, <..pause..> we had a ten hour bus journey through the night, and we had to stop, we weren't 
going to arrive at the hotel in time for breakfast so we stopped at a cafe, and we were joined by this 
couple, and we are still friendly with them. 

 

Q. Were there any special places where young men and women would meet? 

A. Well the hotels mainly. 

 

Q. If any neighbours were ill or confined to bed did anybody help out? 

A. Yes. Our neighbours I think were very good, of course, you must remember some of us were, we were 
half a mile away from our nearest neighbour. But in the village the, <..pause..> where the houses were 
close together the neighbourly help was very good I would say. 

 

Q. How did they help out? What sort of things? <..pause..> 

A. Well taking in a bowl of soup or something to eat, making a cup of tea, or making somebody's bed for 
them. I think there was quite a good community spirit that way. 

 

Q. And where you lived did everybody have the same standard of living? 

A. Oh no, oh no the standard of living the, <..pause..> what was called in these days the, <..pause..> not the 
Agricultural Class, the Artisans were very low paid and it must have been very hard for them to scrape a 
living at their standard. <..pause..> And the standard in the mansion houses roundabout was very different 
because they employed a lot of people, but they didn't pay them very much. 

 

Q. Whereabouts did people do their shopping? In corner shops or in town? 

A. Oh no well there was no way of getting to town unless we went by train. They shopped in the corner 
shops. Yes the village shops. 

 

Q. Did local shops ever give credit? 

A. Well you ran, <..pause..> quite a lot of families worked on the system of having a book and the shop 
marked down what you bought, a pound of currants, so much flour, so much, <..pause..> and then that 
was paid once, I don't know what the arrangement was, I think it was about once a month. That's how a 
lot of them worked. 

 

Q. Were there any pawn shops in your area? 

A. No. Glasgow was the nearest. 

 

Q. And would you say that Drymen was a friendly place? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was there ever any trouble? 

A. Not that I know of, no it's always been quite friendly. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of the First World War? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. What sort of things do you remember? 

A. Well I remember during the First World War my mother made a vow to herself, I think, that she would 
make two suits of pyjamas every fortnight, and she and one of my older sisters helped her. And they 
carried that out always making these two suits of pyjamas, which must have been quite a lot of work on 
top of her own work, but I remember that. 

 

Q. And was that for the soldiers? 

A. Yes. And I remember one of my brothers, my older brother, was a prisoner-of-war and I remember him 
coming home, and of course, he was almost like a stranger by that time, and I remember him lighting a 
cigarette through the, we had oil lamps in these days and he had lit his cigarette through the flame of 
the lamp. I remember a reserve sailor being called up on the 31st July 1914. We were at a wedding and 
he was called, he had to go away early because he had to report to his ship. 

 

Q. How did you manage with the rationing during the Second World War? 

A. Well it was difficult. I vowed that I was never going to ask for more than my ration. I would live on my 
ration and that I would need to exist on that and I wasn't going to ask any favours, but I'm afraid I 
weakened before the end. (laughter) I'm afraid the working in a hotel makes you a little more deceitful. 
(laughter) 

 

Q. Did you have any evacuees in the village? 

A. Yes, we had. From Maryhill I think they were. 

 

Q. From Glasgow? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Right, thank you very much. 
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1905 Shop Assistant 
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Interviewer Karen Connal 
Transcribed by Betty Carruthers 
 

Q. What year were born? 

A. 1905. 

 

Q. And where were you born? 

A. West Drip, that's outside Stirling away out, <..pause..> and it was in the country. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. Oh well, I was only young at that time, I can't remember that. I was born there you see and my father 
worked there. 

 

Q. Did you have any brothers or sisters? 

A. Yes, I had three brothers and two sisters and that's the second sister after me. 

 

Q. And were you the eldest or? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, I was the eldest. 

 

Q. Do you know how old your parents were when you were born? 

A. Now I couldn't tell you that but I was the first born after <..pause..> when they were married like, I was the 
first born. They were quite young, you know, at that time and I never thought on ever asking, she maybe 
could have told me. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. Well, he was ploughman at the farm where he worked. 

 

Q. Was he always a ploughman? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did your mother work before she got married, do you know? 

A. Eh, she was a dairymaid. 

 

Q. Was she? 

A. In Callander. (laugh) 

 

Q. So did she work at all after she got married? 

A. No, no, I was born well, <..pause..> born after, you know . 

 

Q. Do you know if your parents attended church or not? 

A. Oh, they never missed the church. 

 

Q. What denomination was that? 

A. Protestant. 

 

Q. And were they interested in politics? 
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A. Oh yes, aye, he was quite a gem at anything like that; propping up, you know. 

 

Q. Was he active in any party at all; your father? 

A. You mean, eh, politics? Well, he took one interest in it but he didn't just make a hobby of it, you know, 
maybe when an election came along, he could chime in, you know, in certain things. (laugh) 

 

Q. What party did they vote for? 

A. Oh, the Tory, of course. (laugh) 

 

Q. Now, do you know what your parents would do in their spare time? Did they have any hobbies or 
anything? 

A. Well, aye, we had the big garden in the; <..pause..> mother just had household and knitting. She used to 
sit and knit at night after our supper and he would have one of us on his knee and sing to us, whoever 
was there you know. He sang in Gaelic you see. He belonged to Lismore, that's where he was born. 

 

Q. And was your mother in the Women's Guild or anything like? 

A . No, she didnae go to the Guilds. She just, <..pause..> the church and anything that was connected with 
the church, you know. 

 

Q. Were they interested in sport? 

A. Well you see they didn't act in it you know, no. But you see she couldn't go and. <..pause..> into things for 
she had the other babies coming on, you know. That was the six of us altogether at that time. 

 

Q. Now what memories do you have of the first house that you can remember living in as a child? Can you 
describe it? The rooms, how many rooms, the furniture. 

A. Well, there were; <..pause..> it was wee cottages, they'll be standing yet I'm sure, in Wester Drip and they 
were quite near the farm and we had a neighbour quite near to mother. She could help her out with me 
when I was born and she took an interest in things, you know. An awfy nice buddy for eh. <..pause..> Oh, 
aye, she was an awfy, <..pause..> a Mrs McLellan, she was an awfy nice woman. And she was awful 
good to mother; mother was young you see at the time and eh, she was very good to her. For she was, 
she was elderly and she had a family of her own grown up like and so she used to bake a lot, you know. 
Mother baked too, of course <..pause..> she was a great one for baking scones and things like that, 
maybe when it was nearer, <..pause..> at Christmas, for the cakes, you know. 

 

Q. So what was your house like? <..pause..> What was the? <..pause..> 

A. Well, it was, we would shift then from there to Plean, to Binnies Road End where the buses stopped to 
let you off and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Do you know what age you were then? 

A. Well, I don't know that, I don't think so, no I cannae; <..pause..> I was eh, at the school when I was five 
years old. That's when I went to the school and my brother he went too, he was six years old. We went 
together hand in hand in the morning and back at night and we were told to keep off the road. There 
was plenty of traffic but the pavements were there to, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was that in Plean then? 

A. Yes, I was at Plean school, went to Plean School. 

 

Q. So you must have been maybe three or four or something when you moved to Plean? 

A. Eh, uh-huh. 

 

Q. What was your house like there then? 

A. When we came to Plean it was a big house and I'm sorry I left it to come here and eh, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Could you describe it? How many rooms? 
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A. Aye, it is, it was a great big living room and it had two small bedrooms. That was the two boys had the 
bedroom and one for the girls, two girls and mother and father had the big bedroom, that was it. And 
then we had a bathroom, which wasn't very often in these days that they got that. But we had a nice 
bathroom and a big, oh a huge kitchenette, you know. 

 

Q. You were quite lucky! 

A Aye, we were lucky. 

 

Q. How did you get that house? How did your parents get that house? 

A. Well, it was through my father's work, he was a worker you see on the farm. 

 

Q. Did anyone besides your parents and brothers and sisters ever live with your family? Did you have any 
lodgers? Did your parents take anyone in? <..pause..> 

A. No, we didnae have; the only thing was mother's aunt, she lived in Glasgow and she come for her 
holidays, summer holidays to mother's and she used to look after us. And when it come Sunday 
morning she went away; she took us - we were dressed and we went - she took us for a walk and she 
always dressed in black and all that nice, you know, these nice skirts and things they used to wear and 
her white apron, a tiny wee white apron on a Sunday morning and she took our hand and that's her took 
us. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework or did she ever get anybody to help her? 

A. No, she always did it herself. 

 

Q. She did it all herself? 

A. If she needed aid if she was having the babies or that maybe the neighbours would come in you know 
and help her. But we were getting bigger then and then we could do things. We had to bring in our own 
coal and get the sticks for the fire in the morning. Kindling and all that sort of thing you know. 

 

Q. Did you all have set tasks to do or did you just all help out in general? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes, the boys, the oldest boy he'd bring in a pail of coal, the coal was outside in a cellar you see but 
no far away from the front of the door. We'd just a front door you see and the girls, they did, <..pause..> 
you had to wash up tea dishes and things you know. That's what we got. (laugh) <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was your father a good help in the house? 

A. Oh yes, he was really, he was a good help and he used to nurse us too, you know. Always at night after 
his supper, sure as anything, we were on his knee and he would sing in the Gaelic, always. He had a 
big garden to do too, you see, we'd awful big gardens and beautiful flowers we used to have and when I 
think on what I've left behind me, I think its terrible. I had such lovely stuff in my garden, it was lovely. I 
regret no taking it now, why I didnae, <..pause..> I could have taken it, anything out of the garden and 
brought it here and I havenae anything now. 

 

Q. So what kind of meals did you have as a child, do you remember? 

A. Well, we always got our porridge, porridge and milk, and in the morning, maybe we'd get a bit of toast 
and maybe a boiled egg. Not always, it depended on what we wanted, you know. But we used to, I used 
to say, just a wee tiny plate of porridge, I didnae want a big plate. (laugh) So that's what I did, so I got it. 
And then at night time my father, when he would come in from the fields, he would maybe have porridge 
and milk and whatever was going, you know, in the meat line for; <..pause..> He'd be in at twelve o'clock 
and have his dinner at twelve o'clock in the day and, then it was six o'clock at night when they got 
home. So their meals; <..pause..> That's what we had and we always had our meals with our parents with 
the; <..pause..> And <..pause..> the doctor was Dr.Chalmers from St. Ninians and I mind I was just maybe 
about five year old and I've often thought on this. It was the time of garden new potatoes and my father 
always had lovely; <..pause..> you just did that and the skin came off. And that doctor came and visited us 
on the Monday and he went to the farmhouse on the Monday to see their family and all the country 
people round about, he went and visited, the doctor visited them. And that was a habit with him, every 
Monday to see that every, <..pause..> all the family were fine in the house, you know. And I mind of one, 
<..pause..> coming in - oh I got an awful smack for it. He had come in this day for his dinner and he had a 
habit of taking a potato, a plate and a fork and a potato. And my brother and I was sitting, my mother 
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was there and there and he stood at this fire with his back to this fire, our fire like. And eh, he put out his 
hand to stretch for the potato and I sat and looked at him, I stopped eating and I sat and looked at him 
taking the potato. I'd never seen him doing this you see and I says, "Oh Mum he's taken our dinner!” 
Oh, she was so angry and the doctor he roared! I can hear him laughing yet for I was young, only five 
years old at that time, still and I can hear him laughing yet, the doctor. Oh my mother gave me such a 
<..pause..> she didn't smack me or anything but her tongue went (laugh) after the doctor went away. And 
it was that funny you know me, I thought he shouldnae have taken a potato because it was our dinner. 
Oh she was angry, you know and my dad he just put it over as a smile, you know. But he always kept 
that up with me afterwards, you know, about the, <..pause..> taking away his dinner, <..pause..> my dinner 
anyway. My brother used to sit; my mother and father was at the table and my brother was at the top of 
this table and I was next to my brother, sitting for our dinner. Just the two of us at that time . 

 

Q. Where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. Oh, in the town, they had to go to Stirling for it. 

 

Q. And was it; what shops did they go to? 

A. Well, there was one, Tyndall McClelland was one and I think it was in Barnton Street. 

 

Q. And what did they sell? 

A. Oh, groceries, all groceries and wine. And at Hogmanay it was always cake or something like that they 
had for the customers. And they had always awful good cheese and good butter. We used to love that. 

 

Q. What about clothes or furniture, where did they get? <..pause..> 

A. Oh, we had our furniture for us; we had our bedrooms, two wee bedrooms, one in each room for the 
girls and the boys and mother and father in the big bedroom and eh, <..pause..> then after that I forget 
now. 

 

Q. Where did they buy clothes? 

A. Oh, they, had to go to the town for the clothes and the shop was I think it's Mrs. Borrowman's. She used 
to be the draper in the top of King Street. And eh, mother used to go and get her dresses and things. 
Take us into the town, you know and the boys were in suits, wee short trousers and everything. And I 
remember this day, I always wanted green, I was terrible for green when I was young, and my mother 
took me in this day, it was a Saturday, up to Mrs. Borrowman's. She was an elderly lady and she had 
lovely stuff in her shop and eh, I remember mother got the thing and the woman brought this brown, 
<..pause..> the coat and you know the wee muff for your hands and a hat and a wee muff with the white 
and black tails on the wee fur and your muff was the same. And eh, that's what I got for, for going to the 
Sunday School and the church. So eh, it ended up with Mrs. Borrowman made the mistake of bringing, 
showing me the green instead of the brown and of course mother was fair taken on with this brown rig 
out, you know and it was green I wanted and I kicked up terrible. Oh my mother was terrible ashamed. I 
stamped my feet, I was just young, you know, at the time and "I don't want that brown, I don't like it!” 
That's how I was shouting, (laugh) and mother says, "You'll have to take the brown, it's got for you." I 
says, “No, it's there, I want that brown.” And right reason or none. I didn't win, mind you, I had to take 
the green in the end. 

 

Q. Had to take the brown? 

A. Eh, no, the brown I had to take the brown - the green in the end and Mrs. Borrowman says, "Oh.," she 
says, "she's nice in that." she says, "Just let her have that." You know, she was awful good that woman. 
But oh my, the lecture I got when I got home. (laugh) No church for me on Sunday, I wouldn't get it, but I 
got the church. We went to the church every Sunday. Mother went to the church every Sunday. 

 

Q. So how did you go into town shopping? Did you have any transport? 

A. No, no transport, we had to walk to Stirling. 

 

Q. You walked to Stirling? 

A. Aye, and that was eh, is it seven miles, from Plean nearly? Six, I think its six, I forget the number of 
miles. 
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Q. So how often would your mum go in to shop? 

A. Well, she used to get a Saturday. My father looked after us at home on a Saturday, he had the half day 
on a Saturday, you see, and eh, she would go into town. Sometimes, if she didn't get enough of what 
she wanted, he would go in at night before the shops shut and get anything he wanted and walk back 
home. So he come home and that's when we had our tea at six o'clock at that time and we used to have 
our dinner before mother went away for her shopping, you know. 

 

Q. Did your mother have to carry the bags home? 

A. Aye, her messages, uh-huh. Of course, father would go and meet her, you know, he used to go and 
meet her. 

 

Q. So how did you celebrate special occasions? Did you celebrate birthdays and Christmas and New 
Year? 

A. Oh, we, we always had a wee birthday tea and a present and Christmas, we always got Christmas time. 
It was a great day, that day of course, you'll know that too, eh? And we had a lovely time at Christmas 
and our stockings were hung up and we would be lying in bed and we'd be listening, you know, and 
we'd hear father whispering such and such a thing, <..pause..> and we knew what was going on under the 
stockings, (laugh) and mother was the same. So we had a lovely Christmas. It was one thing she never 
neglected, we always got our presents and the same with our birthday. We knew when it was coming, it 
was the time, we were just wearying and wearying and we couldn't get early enough up on a Christmas 
morning, you know. (laugh). And they were no sign of having our breakfast or anything that morning, we 
were that excited about the stockings. So it really was nice and it was so lovely to get it you know. 

 

Q. So did you have books to read at home? 

A. Ah, well, it was school books mainly. I mean they couldn't afford to buy special books unless it was a 
picture book maybe, you know. 

 

Q. Was there a library near hand? Were you in a library? 

A. No, there would likely be down in the village, in this village here, there would be a library. I was too 
young for to, <..pause..> I wasn't allowed out into these villages, you know. 

 

Q. So were you ever taken out visiting neighbours and friends and relatives? Was that an outing as such? 
<..pause..> 

A. Oh yes, we used to just eh <..pause..> mother knew a woman that she knew and she used to come down 
and help my mother out and they would get - Mr. Forsyth had a horse brake at that time with seats on 
each side of the horse brake and he had the, <..pause..> ah thing in the village, you see. Mr. Forsyth was 
his name and Mrs. Forsyth was her, <..pause..> and they had their own house you see just at the side. So 
she used to hire that brake for whatever day we were going to go to Alva Glen. We got a trip to Alva 
Glen and maybe it's a trip to something else and I just cannae mind them now but I always remember 
Alva Glen and what a glorious day it was there and of course my brothers, there were two brothers by 
this time, I was able to; <..pause..> 

 

Q. And did your mother actually drive the brake herself? 

A. No, no, <..pause..> Mr. Forsyth drove the, <..pause..> it was horses. Aye it was horses and he took the 
horses himself and eh, that's what happened. So the neighbour, she came and she helped out with the 
rest of us. And we had a long walk away up, you know, it was a long walk for us then. 

 

Q. Did you ever have any holidays as a child with your parents? 

A. Ah well, sometimes we were taken to Edinburgh, to our aunt's in Edinburgh, in Gorebridge and eh, we 
had an Aunt in Glasgow and an uncle. He had a big violin, you know, the kind you pluck (laugh) and eh, 
his son said, "Play the violin!" And eh, we enjoyed that holiday. 

 

Q. How long did you stay? 

A. Oh, maybe a week, not more. <..pause..> I mean we couldnae; my mother couldn't stay away from father 
you see, he wasnae there, he was in the house and at his work. 
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Q. Could he not get holidays from his work? 

A. Aye, but they only got a market day, that was all they got. And he had to take the; if there were any 
special prize horses going, he was the man that was picked for to go there to the, <..pause..> to walk to 
Stirling with the horse and that. And Mr. Binnie was the farmer then when we were there. He wasn't 
always this the farmer there though - he was an old man, the father, and it was the son my father had 
when he flitted from, <..pause..> the place we flitted from was from Fittergreen. When we come from 
Wester Drip we went to the Whins of Milton and it was the farm there he was at. Anyway, mother 
always eh, <..pause..> we got our milk from the farm and our eggs and our butter; she always churned the 
butter, the lady of the house. And she had a family too, she had nice big daughters. 

 

Q. You wouldn't have been there long then, were you? <..pause..> Then you moved to West Plean? 

A. No, no, I wasn't very long there. 

 

Q. Quite a bit of moving about then? 

A. Aye, it was a move about, aye it was. 

 

Q. How did you move all your stuff? 

A. Oh well, we just had to take the carts. (laugh) It was the same on the Sunday School trips. You got a 
cart. The farmers used to scrub the carts and that lady that was in there, she was on about that one 
Sunday there recently. She pals with my sister, they met and they've been friendly ever since. So, eh, 
they scrubbed the carts and the ploughmen - there were six ploughmen in that farm - they painted the 
carts and they were all painted red, and the wheels were all painted red. I always remember that and it 
was my father that had me in his cart, he always took care of whatever was going on, you know. And 
we dressed in wee, white dresses, you know, and we thought there was nobody like us. (laugh). And a 
sash, you know, we had a sash too and eh, we didn't, I don't think we had a hat, I can't remember a hat 
and white shoes and wee, crocheted white socks. Mother did them and they were nice. And the boys 
had the short trousers and the wee jacket, and a wee waistcoat just, you know, just, tiny things. And the 
boys had black shoes for their's and wee socks so. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Where would you go for a Sunday School trip then? 

A. We went to Loch Coulter. That's away up. <..pause..> Steel Maitland had a place up there and Loch 
Coulter was a huge place away up there and there were just one wee cottage, wee tiny cottage there, I 
can mind of it yet and the girl that was with them had long, long hair, she had beautiful long hair, I could 
remember them yet. 

 

Q. Did you have a picnic? 

A. Aye, aye. We always had our tea and we had to have a tinnie and a white ribbon on our neck. (laugh). 
So that tinnie was for our tea. And we got the poke, had the poke with whatever they were giving us, 
you know; it was maybe a cookie or scones or a cake or something. We always got something, we 
always got plenty to eat that was one thing. But I was frightened of the water, <..pause..> with it being the 
Loch, you know, and Steel Maitland was a tenant; a huge place, you know. And there was the fish 
ponds there at this place, so a man used to look after the fish and they used to come and fish, a lot of 
the men just with their rods and that. 

 

Q. So how did you spend a Sunday, a normal Sunday; you went to church or Sunday School didn't you? 

A. Oh yes, we went to the church first in the morning with mother; father couldnae go for one of the babies 
was left you see, <..pause..> had always to be somebody in the house and father looked after the younger 
ones. And my mother and brother and me, we had two brothers the older and the younger one and 
myself, and my sister wasn't that age at that time for that, you saw her going out there, and eh, we went 
to church in the morning. And it was a sad time when she went away back from the church to have her 
lunch and we wanted to get back a bit with her you see. No, no way, we had to wait for the Sunday 
School. (laugh) 

 

Q. So how long was the church service? 

A. Oh, just what we have the now, it's quite a long service. 
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Q. And then you had to wait for Sunday School? 

A. I had to wait for Sunday School. Mother went away, she went away and she got dressed and away for, 
<..pause..> back home, back home for the meal. She half prepared her meal for Sunday on a Saturday 
night, she made soup and all these sort of things, you know. So, that's what happened there. 

 

Q. So who would pick you up then, after Sunday School? 

A. We walked home. 

 

Q. You walked home? 

A. Just walked home as if it was coming from the school. 

 

Q. And what time would that be, early afternoon? 

A. It was early afternoon, it was. We got, just maybe we'd be about an hour. <..pause..> Oh I don't think we'd 
be even an hour in the Sunday School, because there was a big crowd of children there and the 
schoolhouse was just across the road from a Mr. Bain, he was Mr. Bain at that time, I don't know who 
was before him though. 

 

Q. So, would you have your dinner then when you got home? 

A. Well, it would be soup likely that would be the first thing and then it likely be meat and potatoes and 
vegetables and then pudding, maybe a milk pudding or maybe steamed pudding if she'd time on a 
Saturday to make a steam pudding. But you just got a wee bit you know you weren't allowed to eat a big 
bit, (laugh) not of that kind. 

 

Q. So as a child who did you play with? Was it your brothers or local children? 

A. Well, there was the neighbours. There was a Mrs. Ballantyne, she belonged to Ireland and eh, the man 
was the grieve in Binnie's at that time and they had two girls, <..pause..> three girls I think, two big girls 
and one small girl and she had three boys that woman and that's who we played with at that time. 

 

Q. Did you ever play games against other groups or were there any gangs or? <..pause..> 

A. No, no there were no gangs in; <..pause..> I think with us being in the country we didnae get troubled that 
much. 

 

Q. So, boys and girls just played the same games? 

A. Aye, uh huh, Rounders and things like that you know, we played at. 

 

Q. And what sort of toys did you have? Were they homemade? <..pause..> 

A. Oh no, they were always bought, the toys we got, (laugh) and Christmas eh, <..pause..> especially 
Christmas time. And the very first thing that my mother bought me for my Christmas when I got older 
was a big doll. <..pause..> Oh my, what a huge doll it was, as big as myself at that time seemingly. (laugh) 
I remember it as well, and do you know what I did? Well, I went into a tiravie over something but I can't 
tell you what went wrong and I took that doll, and my mother'll tell you to this day, she used to say “My 
word" she says, "and you're sure lucky that you didnae get smacked." I smashed that doll! It was china 
and it was as big as myself seemingly, it was a walking doll and she says 'Oh!" When she heard the 
crash of that doll, oh she was angry, but I didnae get smacked, for a wonder, you know. So, eh, that's 
what happened with that. 

 

Q. So, were you allowed to get dirty when you played? <..pause..> 

A. Ah, well, no, not exactly dirty. If you had dirty hands maybe helping father in the garden, you would go 
and wash your hands and that. We had our bath in the, <..pause..> eh, at night, we usually get in a good 
bath at night and that. 

 

Q. And were you free to play with anyone you pleased? 

A. Ah, well, the Eadie’s girls came and played too. We played Rounders; we had a park in front of the 
house where we could play the Rounders, you see, and all that kind of thing. 
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Q. And your parents never said there was anyone in particular that you weren't to play with? 

A. No, no, we always played with them ‘til they were left the house. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies then at all? Did you collect scraps or cards or anything? 

A. Well, well, we used to collect cards and things, you know, odds and ends and maybe if we got knitting 
at the school, we used to keep that wee, <..pause..> and maybe knit wee, tiny socks and things and knit 
on the needles you know, And sewing, we always got making lap bags and nightdresses. A Mrs 
Hamilton, was the teacher, she was very elderly, <..pause..> for that, and in fact my sister has the 
nightdress in her home just now. She doesnae use it right enough, but it was a cotton dress with long 
sleeves, and frilled cuffs, and a wee collar with lace on it. She, Miss Hamilton used to do the lace and 
sew it on the wee collar for us and there was a button down the front. 

 

Q. So did you have any pets? 

A. Oh, we had dogs and cats, aye. 

 

Q. And were you interested in sport at all? 

A. Oh, we got sport, yes, if there was sports in the, <..pause..> with schoolchildren, you know, we got into 
the, <..pause..> we were allowed to go to these things, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any Brownies or Guides or? <..pause..> 

A. No, we never, no. When we were out in the country, you see and we were coming home maybe if it was 
the winter time and the dark nights we didnae get that. <..pause..> 

 

Q. And did you get to go to the pictures in town or? <..pause..> 

A. Not when we were young, it was only after we were grown up we got to the pictures. 

 

Q. And did you get any pocket money? 

A. 0h well, if we wanted sweets or anything. If mother didnae have the sweets in the house when she 
come home on a Saturday, we used to get maybe a penny or tuppence. (laugh) So we were satisfied, 
we had the money. 

 

Q. Was there a little local shop in the area? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. No shops at all? 

A. It was right in the country, no, it was all country, uh-huh. The village, this village was there at that time 
and it had the shops, but I don't remember them very such at that time. 

 

Q. So, were you given any lessons before you went to school? Did anybody teach you to? <..pause..> 

A. Well, my dad used to learn us the, <..pause..> to read and all that sort of thing you know, for of course 
mother hadn't the time with the babies. 

 

Q. Did he teach you Gaelic? 

A. No, no and I remember once that old Auntie was visiting us one of the times and I was up by this time, a 
good age, and she says; she heard me talking this day and she says eh, - I was singing away, you 
know how you sing - (laugh) and she says eh, “Jeannie," she says, "does your father not teach you the 
Gaelic?" "No." I says. "Well," she says "he ought to be." But he never seemed to have the time <..pause..> 
for that. But I don't think I was; I could pick up some of it, you know, odds and ends, but she was awful 
angry because he didnae learn us, all the family to learn the Gaelic. She thought it wasnae right, you 
know, her old-fashioned way. 

 

Q. So was that Plean Primary you went to? 

A. Uh-huh. 
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Q. I see. And what did you think of school then? 

A. Oh, I liked the school days, I did, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And what were the teachers like? Were they quite strict? 

A. Oh, aye they were. <..pause..> There was one that was an awful strict teacher, a Miss Rannay and she 
was red haired and oh it was gorgeous! If you had seen it, beautiful. And there was a Miss McColl was 
the Qualifying teacher and she was elderly and Mrs. Hamilton, an elderly lady. It was the babies she 
taught and she was a wee, stout buddy, beautiful hair she had, gorgeous, and eh, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What were the punishments if you did something wrong? 

A. Oh ! It was the strap, got the strap. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you get the strap for? Was it just? <..pause..> 

A. Well, maybe for disobedience or something like that, you know. Though we didnae do that, we didnae 
because we were taught at home to, <..pause..> to do what was right, you know. But eh, there's a boy 
who was there, in fact, he's here just now, he stays here and he used to sit in the front seat and this 
Miss Rannay had a short poker <..pause..> what did you call it eh, <..pause..> a stick for them, a pointer! A 
pointer for her board and that and he was an awful dunce that boy, (laugh) and if he couldnae answer 
the teacher, she used to use that poker on him. I often tell my sister that and that same boy goes up to 
see Mrs. Sneddon. He visits her once in a while and I was telling her about his getting the poker, 
<..pause..> (laugh) <..pause..> she didnae do it to hurt him but just she was letting him know that he 
wouldnae get mastering her. Oh, she was a beautiful woman. 

 

Q. What subjects did you get taught then? 

A. Well, we had the Alphabet and Reading, Writing and History and all these sort of things we got, you 
know. 

 

Q. And how did you get to school. Walk? 

A. Walk it. We walked it, and in the winter time we walked it in the snow. 

 

Q. And that was with your brother? 

A. Aye, and we walked home at night at four o'clock at night. And if it was too bad our father used to meet 
us in case, (laugh) we got lost I think. (laugh) 

 

Q. Did you have a school uniform? 

A. No, we just had our ordinary clothes. In the end I think when we got the gym dress, you know the wee 
cords that's round, them. That's what I had at that time. 

 

Q. So what did you do at playtimes at school? 

A. Well, we carried our wee piece with us. We had that. Mother had it all made up and sometimes we 
didnae get home for our dinner and we got a piece just, 'til it was four o'clock and then we got our dinner 
when we come home and then eh, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So did you go on to another school after the Primary School? 

A. Aye, I went to the, <..pause..> oh I forget the name of the school now. <..pause..> I cannae mind. 

 

Q. Where about was it? In Plean? 

A. It was just in Plean too and then there was the Bannockburn School but we didnae go to Bannockburn 
you see. 

 

Q. So when did you leave school then? What age were you when you left school? 

A. Oh, sixteen. 
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Q. Sixteen? So you stayed on quite long? 

A. Aye, uh-huh. 

 

Q. So when you came out of school then, did you have any certificates or anything like that? 

A. Aye, we did get certificates, in fact I had all mine and I don't know what that sister's done with them all. I 
don't know what she's done with them. I think she's got rid of everything when she's been flitting, you 
know. 

 

Q. Right, so while you were at school did you have any part-time jobs or that when you were at school? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. You never did anything while you were at school? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. So, what was your first full-time job? 

A. Oh, in the sweetie shop, in the grocery. 

 

Q. In Plean? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. And how did you get that job? Was it advertised in the paper or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh well, the people knew my parents and they got aye, <..pause..> uh-huh. 

 

Q. So was that serving behind a counter? 

A. Uh huh. 

 

Q. So what were your hours like? 

A. Oh the hours? Oh it was nine o'clock in the morning and we had our lunch in that shop, and then we got 
away at five o'clock at night. 

 

Q. Was that Monday to Friday? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. Saturday? 

A. Saturday too. 

 

Q. Full day Saturday? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. So you only got Sundays off? 

A. Well, sometimes we were asked if we would go out on Sunday. We did it, if they asked us. 

 

Q. So was there anything to learn for this job? Did anybody have to teach you anything? 

A. No, no, it was really the confectionery you know, and the woman was there herself and her husband. 

 

Q. Do you remember what your wages were? 

A. You know this, it's a thing I couldnae tell you. I think it was a pound a week I got, I think it was a pound a 
week. I would be sixteen at that time. 

 

Q. Would you get any holidays with pay? 

A. I got my holidays, uh huh. I got a pound a week, and just a pound a week for the holidays. 
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Q. And when you were off sick, did you get paid? 

A. Eh, no. I don't remember that because I remember being taken into the Infirmary at nine o'clock, at ten 
o'clock at night for appendix, and I got paid for that but I couldn't tell you what I got, you know. 

 

Q. So was it a set wage then? It wasn't by the hour or? <..pause..> 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. And what did you do with your wages? Did you give them to your mother? 

A. Oh! All. She got all the money we had. 

 

Q. Did you get so much back for yourself? 

A. No, no. She bought our dresses and things. That's how she treated us. Shoes, if we needed shoes or 
any clothing we always got them, you know. 

 

Q. So how many were working in the shop, was it just yourself or? <..pause..> 

A. I was just myself at the back of the counter but the woman was there herself to help me. 

 

Q. And was it quite a relaxed atmosphere? Could you talk to her quite easily or <..pause..> did you just have 
to do your work? 

A. Oh no. I just did what I wanted to do. 

 

Q. Now long were you there? 

A. I think it was six years I was there. 

 

Q. And did you go on to work somewhere else? 

A. No, I got married then. 

 

Q. You got married. So, do you remember what year that would be you left? 

A. Left? Oh, left the shop? No. <..pause..> 

 

Q. 1927’ish would it be? 

A. I cannae mind when I left but I got married in 1931. Aye I remember that. 

 

Q. 1931? 

A. Aye, I remember that. 

 

Q. So, before you got married and you were working in the shop, you lived at home? 

A. Aye, uh-huh. 

 

Q. What did you do in the evenings or your time off? 

A. Oh, we just well, well we were never allowed out in the wintertime. It was just; we had singing and 
sometimes father would get up and dance you know. And mother would be always knitting, she always 
knitted, she made these hug-me-tights as, <..pause..> I suppose maybe your mother used to wear them 
too. The hug-me-tights and they were lovely you know when they were done. 

 

Q. So your weren't allowed out at all in the winter-time? 

A. No, we didnae go out in the winter-time, we were frightened to go out in the wintertime. 

 

Q. So what about in the summertime, did you go out then? 

A. Oh, aye, we got out to play with the neighbours and all that in the summertime and then we, <..pause..> 
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Q. When you were working though, what did you do when you were working? Did you go into town to 
dance halls or pictures or? <..pause..> 

A. No, I never no, I've never been in a dance hall, never been in a dance hall. 

 

Q. Did you go to the pictures then when you were working? 

A. Aye, I went to the pictures, mother went with us. 

 

Q. Oh I see. 

A. Uh huh, father didn't go, he didnae bother about them but mother took the family, you know. 

 

Q. I see. What about Sundays? Were they any different when you started work? How did you spend a 
Sunday? 

A. Oh, I went down in the morning, first thing in the morning, I spent Sunday and eh, <..pause..> 

 

Q. At church? 

A. Aye, at the church, aye. 

 

Q. And what would you do in the afternoon then? 

A. Well, we would just come home and we would maybe have our lunch and go for walks with the 
neighbours girls. We'd go for long walks and pick the fancy things off the trees, you know. 

 

Q. So, did you ever have any holidays in your working years? Did you go away anywhere? 

A. No, we just went; we never were allowed out away ourselves. Mother or father went with us when we 
were on holiday, but it was only for a week, that's all we got. 

 

Q. Right. Did your parents expect to meet your friends when you were a teenager in your working days? 
Did they want to meet your friends or did they insist that if you went out, you be back by a certain time 
or was it just they always went with you if you went out? 

A. No, they didn't go with us. We come home on our own, unless it was dark. We always come home, they 
didnae come, they didnae come, no. 

 

Q. They didn't want to know who you were with and say a time for you coming back? 

A. No, no they knew, they knew that we were alright. 

 

Q. So what age were you when you got married then? 

A. Eh, twenty six. 

 

Q. Twenty six? And how long had you known your husband? 

A. Oh, we went for six years together so. <..pause..> (laugh) 

 

Q. Where did you meet him or how did you meet him? 

A. Well, he happened to be out speaking to my father that day when we were there and he knew, he knew 
my father you see. Hugh would be in the garden and he used to come over but it was me he had been 
coming to see, seemingly. (laughs) So we went together for six years. I could have been married but I 
just; I was that determined that I would try and have it out as long as I could, you know, for the sake of 
helping my mother. 

 

Q. What age was your husband when you got married, was he? <..pause..> 

A. Oh he was twenty six. 

 

Q. He was the same age? 
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A. Aye. 

 

Q. So did he come from Plean as well? 

A. Cowie. 

 

Q. Cowie? 

A. Well, they belonged to Kilmarnock. They were born in Kilmarnock, their mother and them but the mother 
flitted to Cowie with the rest of the family. She had six, sons. 

 

Q. So was he from - was your husband from the same sort of background as yourself? 

A. Aye, he was in the, <..pause..> a miner in the pits. 

 

Q. And did you get engaged? 

A. Oh yes. Aye, engaged for about two years I think it was. 

 

Q. And did you manage to get things like furniture and household things together for setting up home? 

A. Oh aye, we always managed that, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Collect them before you got married? 

A. Aye, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Now where did you get married? 

A. Plean Church. 

 

Q. In Plean? 

A. Aye, it was Mr. Williamson. That's a long time ago, that was in 1931. 

 

Q. Can you describe the wedding? What did you wear? 

A. Oh, I had blue, I got married in blue. And we didnae go to the church, we went to the Manse, Mr. 
Williamson's Manse. That was the style then so, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you have a reception? 

A. Yes, for the wedding aye. 

 

Q. What about a honeymoon, did you get a honeymoon? 

A. Oh aye, we went to Carnoustie. (laugh) Aye, you'll see the photograph there, that hymn book. 

 

Q. So what was your husband's job when you got married then? 

A. Well, he was still in the pit at that time. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs before that or was he always a miner? 

A. I don't know whether he was a miner or not but he was a football player. (laugh) He was a great football 
player. 

 

Q. Was that a hobby playing football? 

A. Oh, yes aye and then he was in the B.B. and went to the church too and all that sort of thing you know. 

 

Q. So you stopped work when you got married? 

A. Oh yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And did you not work again? 
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A. No. 

 

Q. Right. So did you have any children? 

A  No, never. Never was lucky to get children. I hadnae any but I got plenty and nursed plenty. I was just 
telling a girl the other night there about oh, <..pause..> I was friendly with a Catholic girl and she was 
having her baby and it was in a wee <..pause..> cottage up the stair at the Brethren Hall, where the 
brethren was. She was expecting her baby and she asked me if I would go and you know be company 
for her. I knew, knew nothing about their births or anything at that time. And eh, I remember her old 
mother was sitting, she was an old, old woman and she was a young girl and she married a young, a 
very young man too. And the boy was born, it was Nurse <..pause..> Ferguson was her name, that was in 
the village at that time, a big, stout woman she was too. And eh, I was sitting with the granny that night 
when the wee boy was born and she come in with the baby in her arms, the nurse, to give the granny 
the baby and that. <..pause..> So we were friends from that day on and I nursed him till he was seven 
years old. 

 

Q. You did? 

A. I did, and I took him out every day in the pram and I used to go over to the road end to my mother's. 

 

Q. How did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of the marriage? Did you 
just handle everything? 

A. Oh well, he had the wages and gave me all the money he earned and eh, we had all the week, you 
know what you do through the week, <..pause..> shopping and that. And then we got our furniture when 
we could afford to get it at the time and that's how we worked it. 

 

Q. I see. So where were you living when you first got married? 

A. I was still in the same house. 

 

Q. With your parents? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. So who decided what the money should be spent on? Was that just left up to you or did you both 
decide? 

A. He just, he took - I took nothing to do with it you know. I didn't want to be in charge, sort of style. I had a 
kind of free life, easy, you know. 

 

Q. Was you husband ever ill or out of work for any reason? 

A. Oh yes, he was ill. 

 

Q. Was that earlier on in your? <..pause..> 

A. It was earlier on in life, aye. 

 

Q. So how did you manage then; did he get paid still or? <..pause..> 

A. Well, we just made the best of things, you know and that. 

 

Q. So, where you lived, if any neighbours were ill or confined to bed, did everybody just gather round and 
help them out? 

A. Aye well, they didnae really need us, we went in and seen them but then they had their own family. That 
Mr. Ballantyne, there was a big family of them you know and they were all grown up. Big men and 
young women all grown up. 

 

Q. What kind of medical care was there at that time if somebody was ill, would you get the district nurses 
or? <..pause..> 

A. Well, it was always the doctor, Dr. Chalmers was our doctor. 
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Q. And did he charge? <..pause..> I know he visited everybody on a Monday, but if you called him out or if 
you had to go to him, did he charge for it? 

A. I couldnae, I couldnae tell you that you see mother never ever said. I expect you would likely have to 
pay something when he came because he was, <..pause..> you see we never interfered with anything like 
that when we were young, we just took things like, <..pause..> life easy. We knew everything was alright 
and going on alright. 

 

Q. So where you lived did all the people have the same standard of living or were there some a lot better 
off than others? 

A. No, there weren't, they were just, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Everyone was the same? 

A. Aye, uh-huh. Well, they had their families that was working and <..pause..> the mother could get more 
money, you know. 

 

Q. So where did you do your shopping after you got married? Did you go into town? 

A. No, ah, well we had the buses then when I was at the, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So you would go into Stirling? 

A. And we went into town every Saturday, my husband and I and if it was a good picture that was on we 
would go to the pictures and then come home at night and have our meal. 

 

Q. So, with living with your parents did you just eat with then and share the housework and things like that 
with your mother as well? 

A. Aye, aye. Oh my mother could eh, <..pause..> she taught us to cook and do all those things and then if 
they had the meal and that we had to wash the dishes and the pots. These were the jobs we hated. 
(laugh) 

 

Q. So did you just have your own bedroom? Did you and your husband just have your own bedroom? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. And then you shared? <..pause..> 

A. No, we had a bedroom and a living-room and a back-kitchen. That's the house we got when we were 
married. 

 

Q. Oh, I thought you lived with your parents when you got married? 

A. No, no, we didnae live with them, no. After we got married I lived with the husband in the house. 

 

Q. So that was in Plean? 

A. Aye, it's still over there in Cowie. Uh-huh, the house is still there. 

 

Q. So was it quite a friendly neighbourhood then? 

A. Oh yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Right, do you have any memories of the Second World War? Is there anything? <..pause..> What was 
family life like then, did it change? 

A. Oh well, I mind sometimes it was kind of hard with your rations, you know, it was a bit hard. In fact I 
have the food thing, I don't know where it is now though, I have the food thing with the bill of what our 
rations; <..pause..> I had a card with all our rations on it and just for two or three sweets on it. I wish I 
could have got it, I don't know where it will be. It was such an interesting thing to have you know, all 
your rations, your butter and your ham and <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you get any evacuees? 
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A. No. we didn't have them. There were a lot of them come to the village though from Glasgow but they 
didn't stay long here. It didnae suit them I think you know, too quiet for them. 

 

Q. Were you asked if you wanted to take one in or did you? <..pause..> 

A. No, no they never asked us. Never came to the country. They were more in the village you know. 

 

Q. Right, well, that’s it. Thank you very much. 



 379 

 





 381 

1905 Shop Messenger; Carpet Mill Worker; Cleaner 

 
Interviewee Code F1 
Interview Conducted 31st March 1987 
Interviewer Flora Thomson 
Transcribed by A.F. Turner 
 

Q. What is your year of birth? 

A. 1905, November. 

 

Q. And your marital status? 

A. What d'you mean? 

 

Q. Well now, are you widowed or? <..pause..> 

A. I'm a widow now, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And your year of marriage? 

A. 1925, Christmas 1925. 

 

Q. Can you tell me where you were born? 

A. Yes, I was born in 44 Mitchell Place, Upper Castle Hill, Stirling. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. I lived there 'til I was married. So that'd be twenty year. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. I had eh, <..pause..> one sister, <..pause..> what about them that's died. You don't want them do you? 

 

Q. Oh yes, we want to know. 

A. Uh-huh, well there were twins, but I didn't know them, and there were another two brothers, they died, 
four of them, and then there were our Jim, Geordie, Alec, Kate, me and Findlay. Six of us living, there 
were six of us then. 

 

Q. Quite a big family? 

A. Aye then, uh-huh. 

 

Q. How old were your parents when you were born? 

A. <..pause..> Oh, I couldnae tell you that. Oh, wait a minute. <..pause..> Well, <..pause..> it must've been 
between forty and fifty because they were seventy when they died, and I had <..pause..> two of my family 
since then. <..pause..> About forty odds, about forty-five, about forty. 

 

Q. What was your fathers job? 

A. He was a tailor and a tent repairer in the Government Stores. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs in his life or was he solely that? 

A. Well, he was in the army and eh, he was a <..pause..> tailor in the Castle in the Argylls, and then he went 
into the Government Stores as a tent maker. So he was in charge of the tent department down there, 
and we used to go to the Isle of Wight, and do tents for Major Crumb, repair them away there. 

 

Q. What jobs did your mother have before she married? 

A. Oh, I think she was a servant before she married. 
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Q. Did she work after she was married? 

A. Well, she used to go out to the big houses too, and then she finished up being a nurse to the doctors, 
and they taen cases in the Barracks, and things like that right enough. 

 

Q. Who looked after the children while your mother was at work? 

A. <..pause..> Oh well, my sister was older than me, and well, she would be out during the school hours, you 
know. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church? 

A. Yes, they went to the Holy Rude Church, not the Holy Rude, it was the West Church known at that time, 
the Holy Rude, the east and the west, it was the west I think. I don't know whether the position's east or 
west, but it was the other church, not the one that the Holy Rude's in the now. 

 

Q. Did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. Well, my mother was keen on Stirling right enough, but I don't know really much about their politics 
view. 

 

Q. So you didn't know what party they voted for or anything like that? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. What did your parents do in their spare time? What did your father do? Did he have any hobbies or 
anything? 

A. Oh, he just used to make tartan bed mats. (laughs) With bits of cloth, you know. 

 

Q. And your mum, what did she used to do? 

A. Oh, they hadnae much to do had they at that time, but just open coal fires and that. 

 

Q. Did your parents take part in any sport or anything? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Or spectate? You know, watch football or whatever? 

A. Oh, I cannae remember what my dad did. We were too busy and they were a lot trying to start their 
work early in the morning, and when they finished eh, to five at night in the week, they'd come home 
and they were tired. I don't think they did much. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of your parents’ house when you were young? The house that you lived in, 
the first house. 

A. Aye well, just a room and kitchen dear, and through there was another room and kitchen where Mr. and 
Mrs. Mills stayed in it, and she had a big family. 

 

Q. And what were the washing arrangements? 

A. Well, we had to go away down a back stair to a wash-house, down to Lower Castle Hill to do their 
washing. 

 

Q. Was there a bathroom in the house? 

A. No. There werenae even a toilet ‘til later on in years; we got one put at the top of the stair. Better years. 

 

Q. Did your mother pay anyone to help in the house? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So she did all the housework? 
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A. Oh well, there werenae much then, it was scrubbin' floors and white wood tables and chairs at that time, 
white wood sometimes werenae, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did she do all the washing? 

A. Oh aye, uh-huh. It was done in tubs, you know, boilers. 

 

Q. Who made or mended the family's clothes? 

A. Oh, my father would do the repairs, we used to take any repairs down to him. He'd turn up a trousers or 
anything like that. 

 

Q. Did you get many new clothes? 

A. Yes, I was lucky because I was about the second youngest, you know, in the house so I was lucky in 
getting clothes, you know. I remember getting a black velvet dress made up in Dunblane. My gran come 
from Dunblane, you see. 

 

Q. Do you remember what your shoes were like that you used to wear? 

A. Well, I don't remember much about; well they used to have buttoned boots, you know where you 
buttoned them up and you needed a crochet hook for that, to button them up. Long legged boots you 
used to call them. You got shoes for anything you were going to in the Sunday School or anything like 
that. 

 

Q. Did your father help your mother with any of the jobs in the house? 

A. No. Not in these days they didnae. (Iaughs) 

 

Q. Did he tell you stories or take you out without your mum or anything like that? 

A. Well, he had a plot out at the Homesteads seemingly, through the Scouts, and we used to go out there 
with him. 

 

Q. Did you have to do any jobs around the house like housework or messages or anything like that? 

A. Oh aye, I helped then, later on. 

 

Q. Did you continue to do these jobs after you left school, the jobs that you had to do in the house? 

A. Oh well, you had to help in the house, hadn't you. You had to take your turn. 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have when you were a child? Do you remember any specific meals? 

A. Oh no. My granny in Dunblane had hens, and my granny in Keith, we used to get hares from them, so 
we would have a braw feed that way, you know. Tripe and neeps, knuckles, and we had all these 
things, black pudding and plenty of liver and all these things. 

 

Q. Did you have anything different on Sundays? 

A. Well, there would be the soup and that you see, Sunday night, but we always shared it next door, if 
there were anybody next door. Mrs. Mills was there, and they would get a bowl of soup, and they would 
take turn if my mother had a hen, she shared it with them or rabbits or anything, it was always shared 
by one another. 

 

Q. Did your parents shop at the Co-Op or where did they get all the food? 

A. Oh yes, aye they did. 

 

Q. Now did you celebrate special occasions? Like birthdays and things like that, or didn't you celebrate 
them? 

A. No, they werenae the pair of you. We had very little celebration in these days for them. 

 

Q. Or Christmas? 
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A. Aye well, we always got Christmas when Miss Blackburn at the English School, and she always gave us 
toys and that and we always got something home you know, maybe it wouldnae be very much but, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play any games with you? 

A. No, I dinnae mind o' that. 

 

Q. Were there books in the house, newspapers, magazines, that sort of thing? 

A. Well, they'd be newspapers and that, but eh, there would be books, the Sunday School books that they 
would get for their prizes but I don't know whether I ever read them. 

 

Q. Did you belong to the library or anything'? 

A. No I didn't, no 

 

Q. Were you taken out visiting neighbours, friends or relations? 

A. Well, we'd be taken to Dunblane often, and we only just met up in the, you know, you met at the top of 
the Castle Hill and you a' just blethered and talked away then. There werenae so much visiting in these 
days you know. 

 

Q. Did you ever have any holidays or go any outings? 

A. Yes, we used to go - my mother and Mrs. Mills went cooking with the Girl Guides, Miss Lorraine's Girl 
Guides, to Lundin Links, and we used to go camping there, and I was in the Guides there, and that was 
in the South U. F. Church. Miss Lorraine, I don't know, but you widnae know her, maybe your parents 
would or something, and then <..pause..> we used to go out to <..pause..> weekend camps with the Guides 
down Shirra's Brae, now what's the name, what was it? Down the Calton way, big house down there for 
weekends. And I used to sell picture postcards, me and a few others, to visitors, American tourists up at 
the Castle in summer time when I was between twelve and fourteen years old. 

 

Q. Can you tell me how you spent your Sundays in those days? 

A. We were in Sunday School, <..pause..> we came from Sunday School into the church, and then there 
would be a Castle Hill Sunday School in the afternoon. 

 

Q. Did you go on any outings and things like that with the Sunday School? 

A. Yes, we used to go trips, in the open air vans, open air lorries with horses and a tinnie round your neck, 
with a ribbon round your neck, Used to go Gargunnock and Kippen and Doune, Dunblane. We used to 
go all these places with them. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. No, I don't think we were. No. 

 

Q. Was religion important to you when you were wee? 

A. Oh, when we were at Sunday School and Guides aye, none of us ever caused any trouble, so we 
must've been taught the, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you bring up your children to attend church? 

A. Oh yes, uh-huh, aye. 

 

Q. As a child, who did you play with, any brothers and sisters or the neighbours? 

A. Oh, we played with the neighbours and there was a Roddy McKenzie beside us, and there was a Zena 
Heinz and there was Nellie Gall, Laurie Burgess and there were the Gardners and the McDonalds, so 
we had plenty of friends, and the Harveys, we had all them up at Upper Castle Hill, you know, and in 
these days it was, <..pause..> eh, games you played at, you know, running round about the Castle and 
the Hill while there were sheep and everything like that, and we used to play in the cemeteries around 
the Castle when we were wee. 
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Q. Did you have any toys to play with? 

A. Oh we had toys, but I just don't remember them. I mean, we had things at Christmas from Miss 
Blackburn, we always got a doll, and it used to be put up on the wall for you, (laughs) keep it good for 
you, and the boys got guns and things like that. And then we got something at the Castle Hill Mission 
too, at their parties. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Well, I suppose I'd be like the rest were. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Oh, we always just shared with one another, you know. 

 

Q. Were you free to play games with anyone? 

A. Oh yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Was there any fighting or gambling in the street or anything like that? 

A. Oh there were gambling up the Gowan Hill. (laughs) 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time after school hours and weekends? 

A. <..pause..> I don't remember that. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies then? 

A. No. When I was at school, I used to go for Mrs. McDowall's messages, you know, peoples’ messages 
for them and eh, well, when I was fourteen I was working after that you see. 

 

Q. Did you collect anything like scraps? 

A. Oh, probably go round the Back Walk and gather sticks for the fire or something like that. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sports or did you keep any pets or anything? 

A. No. <..pause..> In the Castle Hill Mission there was a singing club and we were down there and we were 
practising there and you went to Allan Park for a cantata; big Jane who picked me. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any organisations like Guides or anything like that? 

A. Oh, I told you of the Guides at the Miss Lorraine's Guides, Major Crumb had the Scouts and she had 
the Guides in the South U. F. Church. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the pictures or concerts or things like that? 

A. Oh we'd go away out to the pictures right enough. 

 

Q. What kind of pictures did you see? What kind of films? 

A. Old kind, you know, what is it? <..pause..> Cowboys, cowboys and Indians I think.<..pause..> We used to go 
to the Olympia and that was down the; and then there was the Kinema. I think I was older then, I dinnae 
mind going to the pictures when I was young much, but eh, along the Castle Hill, they had Pierrots you 
know, at the Mar Lodge, there was Pierrots there in the summertime and we used to go to them you 
see. 

 

Q. Did your parents give you any pocket money? 

A. Oh well, we got a penny or tuppence when we were wee, but my granny used to come in from 
Dunblane, penny or tuppence with you, you thought you were well off. Went to the English School, and 
my brothers and sister went to the Allan School. 
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Q. And what did you spend the money on? 

A. Oh, two or three of this and two or three of that. 

 

Q. Were you given lessons by anyone before going to school? 

A. No. 

 

Q. How old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Well, I would be between four and five likely when I would go. 

 

Q. What type of school did you go to? 

A. The English School in King Stable Lane. 

 

Q. What did you think of the school? 

A. Oh very good, you couldnae get advanced in much in it, you know, not that I was very clever or 
anything. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. Yes, oh aye, Miss Drummond used to go away for weekends, we used to go and carry her case and 
carry it back down; she stayed at the foot of Brig Street. There was a Miss Ellison, there was Mr. Heron, 
the minister. 

 

Q. Did the teachers emphasize certain things as important, like manners, and tidiness and punctuality? 

A. I suppose they would, I suppose they would, eh, that would be part of their teaching. 

 

Q. What subjects were you taught? 

A. Oh, just the general subjects you know, you're going back a wee bit now hen. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you wear a uniform? 

A. To school? Oh no. 

 

Q. So what were you dressed like then? 

A. Well. <..pause..> I've got a photo of my brother and me <..pause> what had I on then. <..pause..> I couldnae 
mind where it is now. He had a big white collar. What had I on? Oh these things that was long sort of 
dresses, skirts and that. 

 

Q. Did you play games at playtimes? What kind of games? 

A. Well, chasing one another and ‘Tiggin’ [catching] and linking and anything like that, that's all you did. 

 

Q. Did you go on to another school after that? 

A. No, there werenae in that time, in any of them, it was a lot of educated; likes of the Gilmours and that, 
they went to the High School but I never got that length. 

 

Q. How old were you when you left school? 

A. Oh, it would be fourteen. 

 

Q. Would you have stayed longer if you had had the opportunity'' 

A. Oh there wasn't the opportunity at that time to stay longer, I mean, that's when you had to leave school, 
at fourteen. You just stayed longer if you were good at education, then you went to the High School, you 
know to get further on. 

 

Q. Did you attend any part-time education afterwards like evening classes or anything like that? 

A. Oh yes, we used to go to Night School. 
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Q. While you were at school, did you have a part-time job or anything like that? 

A. <..pause..> I don't remember. <..pause..> You used to go for the messages for this one and that one, you 
know. 

 

Q. So what was your first full-time job? 

A. Eh, with, <..pause..> who did I say his name was?<..pause..> The chemist, <..pause..> at the foot of Baker 
Street. 

 

Q. You forget the person’s name? 

A. Now wait a minute now, what was his name? <..pause..> Did I not give you it last week? 

 

Q. No you didn't, you just said that your first job was a message girl at a chemist. 

A. At, Walker the chemist, and then to Jenkins' in King Street. 

 

Q. Can you tell me what you did in your first job? 

A. Well, we used to just tidy up in the first job and go messages and tidy round about, you know. I didnae 
serve in any way. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. Well, we would work from maybe eight to six, we'd be working late you know, what was his name I'd like 
to know. I cannae mind it now. 

 

Q. And were there breaks for meals? 

A. Oh, you would get your lunch hour likely. 

 

Q. Did you have any holidays with pay? 

A. <..pause..> No, I don't think so, don't think we had holidays in these days. 

 

Q. What were you paid? 

A. Och, it wasnae very much, hen. 

 

Q. Did you feel that it was a fair wage or not? 

A. Oh, the paid wage at these days was, <..pause..> wasnae very much. I mean, when I went to the Mill, it 
was only twelve and odds [60+ pence], so it couldnae have been very much. 

 

Q. Did you give any of the money to your mum? 

A. Oh, I suppose she would get a share of it mm-hmm. <..pause..> Before I got married, I was working in 
Woolworth’s, working in the Mill and working in Woolworth’s on a Saturday afternoon, and that was for 
five shillings [25 pence], from one o'clock to nine o'clock at night. 

 

Q. What was your next job after that, after working as a messenger girl? 

A. Jenkins in King Street. 

 

Q. Was it a messenger girl there? 

A. Yes, uh-huh, just sort of tidied up and took their messages at that time. There were dressmaking going 
on in all the businesses and you just went out when an order it was ready for to take out. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. Just about the same hours. 

 

Q. Did you have any holidays with pay then? 
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A. I don't remember, hen. 

 

Q. What were you paid? What was your wage? 

A. Oh, I couldnae remember that either. It wouldnae be very hard because when I left there to go to the 
Mill, the Mill was only, you'd maybe be about nine or ten shillings. [45 or 50 pence] 

 

Q. You obviously gave some of that to your mum? 

A. Oh aye, they hadnae much theirselves or that. 

 

Q. So you went to Aitken’s Mill, could you describe your work there? 

A. I was a winder there, aye. 

 

Q. And what kind of things was that doing? 

A. Well that was; you were putting bobbins on the machine and winding it into spools and then they came 
off, seeing they were all bleached and washed. 

 

Q. What hours did you work in the Mill? 

A. Oh it was from eight o'clock 'til eh, <..pause..> six, a quarter to six at night. 

 

Q. Were there any breaks for meals? 

A. Yes, but we took our own pieces [sandwiches] with us you see, you just had your piece in your factory. 
There werenae any canteens in these days you know. 

 

Q. What were you paid? 

A. Well, saying about twelve shillings [60 pence] I think. 

 

Q. Did men and women work together? 

A. <..pause..> Not so much then, I don't think. We didnae see much men, bar wir [except our] bosses, you 
know, the foremen, which was Mr. Jamieson and eh, <..pause> Mr. Marie, they were foremen. 

 

Q. Could you talk or relax at all? 

A. What do you mean, at your work? Well, you couldnae with the machinery going, you know, you were 
shouting over the machines. 

 

Q. Was there a Work’s Club? 

A. No, not at that time, 

 

Q. Or any outings or anything did you go? 

A. No, in Forth Bank we had outings, but I don't remember any, I wasnae very young [long?] in Aitken's 
Mill, I think. That would be fourteen, and I went to, <..pause..> what was the name, the Chemist? <..pause..> 
I cannae mind now, his name, Jenkins eh, and then I went to the Aitken’s Mill and then I went to the 
Forth Bank Mill, they had trips in the Forth Bank. 

 

Q. How did your employer treat you at Aitken's Mill? 

A. Oh, if you done your work you were alright. 

 

Q. How long did you work for? 

A. In Aitken's Mill? Just couldnae tell you hen. <..pause..> Within the year and then I'd be away to Forth 
Bank. 

 

Q. And so you worked at Forth Bank Mill? What did you do there? 

A. I was a winder there too, good winder. 
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Q. How did you learn this job? 

A. Well, you just went in and got on with it you know, <..pause..> to get learnin'. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. Oh, that was from eight to a quarter to six too. 

 

Q. What were you paid? 

A. Well I dinnae, <..pause..> fifteen shillings [75 pence] a week when I got married, so there wouldnae be 
very much, just about their paying twelve and six [62.5 pence] to fifteen shillings a week. 

 

Q. Was there a Works Club there? 

A. No. 

 

Q. How did your employer treat you? 

A. Oh all right, aye. <..pause..> Well you had your bosses you know. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any Trade Unions or professional organisations? 

A. I don't remember being in a union, hen <..pause..> Trade Union. 

 

Q. Would you have preferred another type of occupation? 

A. No, I was quite happy there, made good friends, 

 

Q. Did you continue to live at home after you started full-time work? 

A. Oh yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did you have another room where you could entertain your friends? 

A. No, but I remember having a party just before we got married, and all that you know, up in the; but we 
used to go to the clubs in Baker Street. Well we had parties there you see, and up at the Welfare there 
were; the Miss McJanett's had <..pause..> eh, Girl's Clubs and that and we used to have parties there and 
used to maybe go to a friends’ party. But I remember I had one party anyway. 

 

Q. How did you manage your money? Did you spend most of it on clothes or most of it an food or did you 
give most of it to your mum? 

A. I don't remember much on that. Aye. Well I went into Woolworth’s eh, and got engaged. I would be; I got 
engaged in July 1924 and I worked in Woolworth’s from then, from twelve o'clock on a Saturday, we 
came from the mill, went up and got a pie in Woolworth's canteen. That was the only canteen I 
remember then, <..pause..> and started work at one o'clock, and you worked to nine o'clock at night on a 
Saturday and you got five shillings [25 pence] a week for that, 

 

Q. How did you spend your Sundays in the days that you were working. Did you go to church? 

A. Yes, and we used to go to Peter Memorial. My husband went to Peter Memorial Mission Hall down the 
Craigs too you know, and we went to there. We went down about the Club in the Craigs. 

 

Q. Did religion mean more to you when you got older? 

A. No, we've always just been, you know we went to church and that. I mean I've never; we still go in you 
know. 

 

Q. Did you start to take an interest in politics? 

A. No, I'm, not a politic person. 

 

Q. Did you go out dancing? 
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A. Well we used to go up to the Castle right enough and hire the hall, but never much of a dancer. We 
used to go trips in the boat eh, you know, from the Forth to Granton. Remember that as we were wee, 
you know we were younger, that was the day's outing we maybe got with our mothers then, trips to, 
<..pause..> and then when the boat used to go from Forth Street to Edinburgh and Leith, Granton in Leith. 

 

Q. How did you meet any new friends boy friends or girl friends? 

A. Oh, I never had many of them. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you go any special places with your friends or anything like that? 

A. Well that eh, you see, we used to have the Mill trips which was the first Saturday in June, Forth Bank 
Mill trip. We used to go to Rothsay and Millport and all these places on a Saturday. <..pause..> That's how 
we met one another: We got off with the boat, (laughs) we got off with the boat, so, <..pause..> and Jean 
got us; got on the boat before us, so they had to go up and tell their mother that we'll be late in getting 
home, so that was the beginning of our romance. 

 

Q. What age were you when you married? 

A. Twenty, I was only twenty, twenty in November and I married at Christmas. 

 

Q. And you met at the Mill trips? 

A. Oh no, we met in the Mill right enough, but we knew them, going on the trips you know. 

 

Q. How long were you engaged for? 

A. Six month. 

 

Q. Did you save up any money before getting married? 

A. Well, that's what I'm saying. I had to go to Woolworth’s to save up for my wedding. Five shillings [25 
pence] a week and the wedding only cost about £15. It was in the Ambulance Hall, down Thistle Street, 
by the Reverend A. M. Johnstone. 

 

Q. Did your parents help you in setting up a home? 

A. Well they hadnae it to help you with, you know, you just take it on yourself or, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Can you describe your wedding? What did you wear? 

A. Oh I had a lovely dress made right enough. I never got my photo taken. Miss Stenhouse made my 
wedding dress in Queen Street, that's how I had to buy all that then myself, so that was nice. 

 

Q. Was it a bridal white dress? 

A. No, it was a kind of cream satin and pearls on it and these were at the top of the bodice and I had my 
aunt’s veil which was very auld. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon? 

A. No, because it was Christmas night and it was pouring of snow. (laughs) Couldnae afford a honeymoon 
either then; he hadnae any parents, only his father but his mother was dead. 

 

Q. So how old was your husband when you married? 

A. He'd be twenty in the June, when I was only twenty in November, so we were the same age you know. 
He was a weaver in the Mill before that MiII. 

 

Q. Did you continue to work after you got married? 

A. Not at first, but my husband took appendicitis so I went back to the Mill to work for six months then. 

 

Q. How did your husband feel about you working? 

A. Och, we had no family at that time you know. 
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Q. So how long did you keep up this work for? 

A. My work, when I went back. I think about, <..pause..> ‘til he went back to his work, I think. 

 

Q. Did you have any jobs after that? 

A. Oh, I've worked all my days. (laughs) I worked with, kept the hall in the Castle Hill, the Mission, 
<..pause..> up near when we stayed in the Castle Hill, ‘til the war came out and then it was 
commandeered by the Government and then I went to Mr. Robertson's lawyers office, Mathie and 
McCluckie in King Street, and cleaned it for twenty-five year and numerous houses. 

 

Q. Did you have any children? 

A. Yes, I had my first son in 1927, but he's dead now, <..pause..> and then my other son in 1934 and then 
my daughter in 1940. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. It was all I had anyway. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you read any books about birth or infant care? 

A. No, we just went to the Welfare. There was a nurse Taylor came round and she just came to visit you 
and then she told you anything you needed to know and of course there was the doctors, Dr. Angus and 
Dr. Wilson; that was our family doctors. Angus came to the town first, he came on a bicycle to visit you, 
Dr. Angus you know, finished up with a third. 

 

Q. Were your children born at home? 

A. Yes, they were all born at home, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. Did you have any medical help? Did the midwife come? 

A. No, we had Nurse Joyce at that time, Bridget Welsh as we called her. She was a nurse that came out 
with the doctors and Dr. Wilson. Dr. Angus with my first boy and then Dr. Wilson with the other two. 

 

Q. How did you feed your baby, was it breast-feeding? 

A. No, no. <..pause..> Ostermilk out of the Welfare. (laughs) 

 

Q. If there were any difficulties, who did you ask? 

A. Oh, you'd to call in your doctor or Nurse Taylor, or you went down to the clinic. You took them down to 
the Welfare in Baker Street y'see, and they were weighed there every now and again. Anything you 
wanted to ask something you got your orange juice and their Ostermilk and that there you see, for them; 
that was in 1940. My first boy was born up the Castle Hill, the other one was born in St. Mary's Wynd 
and the girl was born in St. John Street. We're all the Top of the Town. 

 

Q. And how much did your husband have to do with the children when they were babies? 

A. Oh, he was very good with them really; because I mean, I kept the Mission Hall, so I had to go up to the 
Hall and he had to put them to bed. He was very good that way. 

 

Q. And how did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years? 

A. Oh, many a time I had to give me a bit paper and try and write out a menu and say how you were going 
to live. The pays then were only about two pound a week, you know and I went to Mission Hall for five 
shillings a week [25 pence], so that was all the income that was coming in. 

 

Q. Did you know what your husband earned? 

A. Oh yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. How did you decide the money should be spent and managed? 
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A. Oh well, we never got very much, none of us got much. I mean we just worked it out ourselves you 
know if we didnae manage. We had to write down what we think we were going to have each day for 
our dinner. I mean it was a difficult time at that time and it was a lot of idle time because he had three 
days a week and three days off and the Mill was off on short-time, so it was a difficult time then. 

 

Q. If you were ill or confined to bed, how did you manage? Did anyone come in to help like relatives or 
neighbours? 

A. No, oh well my mother did when the children was born and that, but luckily I've had my health all my 
days. 

 

Q. What happened when one of your children was born, did someone do the washing or come in to do the 
meals? 

A. Oh my mother, my mother just attended. 

 

Q. Would you say that in the neighbourhood that you lived in that it was all the same social class? 

A. Oh yes, uh-huh, aye, we all helped one another you know. 

 

Q. Were there anyone in the district that you considered important people? 

A. Do you mean the neighbours in Mitchell Place? 

 

Q. No, just anyone in general that were important because of their status as if they were doctors or 
whatever? 

A. When I was wee we went to the military hospital to see Dr. Greig then. He was a military doctor you 
see. We used to go there for medical aid when we were younger. After I got married it was always Dr. 
Wilson, Dr. Angus <..pause..> right down the line you know. 

 

Q. Do you think of yourself as a member of a particular class, like the working class or how would you 
classify yourself? 

A. Well. just say the working class uh-huh. <..pause..> I've had to work all my days, <..pause..> which many 
other women had to do too. 

 

Q. Do you remember feeling that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Oh yes, many a time uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did local shops ever give you credit? 

A. Oh yes, uh-huh, the Co-Operative, aye you used to get credit there. None of your butchers or anything, 
you would get credit in any shops. 

 

Q. Were there any pawn shops in the district? 

A. Yes there were two. There was Simpson’s in the Bow and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you belong to any charities? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did the Parish or a charity ever help you in any way at all? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Would you say your neighbourhood was a friendly one or not? 

A. Oh yes, everywhere we've been's been friendly. As I say, you knew everybody from the top of the town 
to the bottom. 

 

Q. And do you have any particular memories of the Second World War? 
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A. Well there was only me ‘cause my son was away and my man was away. Latter age you know, but I 
had them all then. I was in St. Johns Street at the time, so you saw all the soldiers going down from the 
Castle, going down to the station you know. The pipes would be playing and the band. You would say 
"That's the draft away." And I remember the bomb dropping too when we stayed in St. John Street. We 
were in the Forth Bank, my husband worked in the Forth Bank at that time, and it bombed there you 
see. We were in St. Johns Street at the time. 

 

Q. Do you remember knitting for the troops or do you remember the Home Guard? 

A. Uh-huh, we went to the Girl’s Clubs for that you see. We used to go down to the Girl’s Clubs and we 
used to be where, <..pause..> just opposite where you are, McDonald's old shop. We used to go in there 
and do things; learn how to make wee trousers for the,<..pause..> and sew you know for ourselves like. 
We used to go there and eh, we used to go to the Girl’s Clubs <..pause..> and eh, I kept N.A.A.F.I. charts 
you know, all the soldiers, the work done in the Castle. 

 

Q. Do you remember any V.E. celebrations? You know Victory in Europe. 

A. Yes, oh aye. We went uh-huh. 

 

Q. What happened then? 

A. Och where did we go? I think it was the Golden Lion we went, over in the King’s Park Road you see, 
and then we had the celebrations. We had our celebration coming down here too and we went in. Of 
course everybody was out you know, up there. <..pause..>
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1905 Mill-Worker; Worked and Later Ran Family Shop 

 
Interviewee Code J2 
Interview Conducted 21st July 1987 
Interviewer Sharon Little 
Transcribed by Betty Carruthers 
 

Q. When were you born? 

A. 1905. 

 

Q. Whereabouts were you born? 

A. In Cambusbarron, in Woodside, in the Main Street in Cambusbarron. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. I've lived here all my life. That's, I'm eighty two now and I was born in 1905 and this is what, eh, 1987, 
so how many years is that? I should have had that all off par? Eh! 

 

Q. How many sisters and brothers did you have? 

A. I have, well, I had anyway, three sisters and four brothers and myself, there were eight of us. 

 

Q. And who was the eldest? 

A. Eh, my brother, <..pause..> Jim and he was a Head Art Master at the High School. He was very clever. 
He was the eldest of the family but he wasn't born in the village. I was the first one to be born in the 
village. 

 

Q. How old were your mum and dad when you were born? 

A. My mum and dad? Oh gosh! I couldnae mind that, I dinnae think, well, my mother was only forty eight 
when she died, now wait ‘til I write it all down. Could I write it down? 

 

Q. And your dad? 

A. A year or two older just. 

 

Q. What was your dad's job? 

A. He was a, <..pause..> well, now they call them bricklayers, but he was a Mason, they called them then, 
tradesmen, you know, he had the trade. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs before or after doing that? 

A. During the war he worked a wee while in the pits, you know, they had to work there and that was, 
although, but he was always at his own trade. 

 

Q. Did your mother work? 

A. She was in service you know, that was the usual job, but she never worked after that. 

 

Q. Did your parents go to church? 

A. Oh yes, I just went to the village church. 

 

Q. And what religion were they? 

A. Well, that would be Protestants, they would be. 

 

Q. Were you interested in politics at all? 
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A. Well, they never discussed it much in the house but, I know after I understood things we were always 
eh, you know eh, the Tory Party. After I understood it I kept it up. 

 

Q. What did your mum and dad do in their spare time, if they had any? 

A. They didn't have any. (laugh) Busy looking after the family, eight, <..pause..> well, my mother did a lot of 
sewing, I mean for the family. She did all our own, made all our own, our clothes and things like that so, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Were your parents interested in sport at all? 

A. No, I don't really think so. <..pause..> Bowling! My dad was, and Curling, he was good at that and the 
bowling green was just over from where we lived and the curling pond was up at Polmaise you know, it 
was quite near, he was a member of the, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What memories do you have of your house in Cambusbarron? 

A. Oh! It was a nice house in Woodside, just a room and kitchen though. And then we moved down to a, 
just much the same, maybe two bed-roomed house after that. Down the road I used to live in the Main 
Street, now; then I came down here to live. Where I'm living now. (laugh) 

 

Q. Did anybody besides your immediate family live in the house? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework? 

A. Yes, after we were older though, we had all to help and we had our chores to do, you know, with a 
family like that. 

 

Q. What sort of chores did you do? 

A. Well, doing the dishes and ironing and cooking. We were taught, when we were quite young, cooking 
and sewing. 

 

Q. Did your mother pay anyone to help in the house? 

A. No, no, it was all on her own. 

 

Q. Did your father ever help with the housework? 

A. Oh, yes, he was very good with us when we were children, he helped her a lot. 

 

Q. What sort of things did he do? 

A. He like, Friday night bath night and hair washed; he used to do that you know. He took us always a walk 
on Sunday, the lot of us you know, up by the quarry up there, ‘The Seven Airs’ they call it, it was lovely 
and fresh and healthy. 

 

Q. Did you have any jobs around the house, that just you did? 

A. No, not really. 

 

Q. Or things that were your jobs to do? 

A. Ah, well, we did, eh, it was all divided up you know. I had a sister older than me and she had a lot to do 
but it was just the housework you know, dishes and scrubbing. It was scrubbing floors then, so we had 
all to take our turn. 

 

Q. Did you still do these jobs after you left school? 

A. No, I worked in the Mill you know, Cambusbarron Mill, from I was fourteen until I got married. I was only 
nineteen when I got married and I worked in the Mill for five years. 

 

Q. When you were actually working in the Mill did you do the housework as well? 



 397 

A. Oh, we had to take eh, our turn at night to do the different chores. 

 

Q. What sort of meals did you have? 

A. Meals? 

 

Q. As a child? 

A. Well, porridge in the morning as usual. And, soup was a great, <..pause..> everyday we had soup and I 
can remember my dad always seeing to it that the meat that the soup was made from, was chopped up 
and made into sandwiches and we had to eat that with the soup and that was your meal. And then we 
would have, <..pause..> you know different things potatoes, mince. 

 

Q. Did you have anything special on Sundays? 

A. On Sunday was a special day, it was usually steak pie, (laugh) on a Sunday, potatoes and vegetables. 

 

Q. What about Christmas and birthdays? 

A. And Christmas eh, dumplings on my birthday, big dumplings. And Christmas, well, we always had a 
cake and home-baked you know. 

 

Q. Where did your parents do the shopping? 

A. Just in the village because there was no buses ran when I was young you know. And they had to do all 
their shopping in the village. In Cambusbarron there was a nice grocers, two grocers shops in fact, and 
butchers and, eh, we got anything we needed there. 

 

Q. Where did you buy furniture? 

A. Furniture? Well, eh, I just couldn't tell you that, because, our places were easily furnished, you know, 
easily furnished. They'd need to buy it in Stirling, there were no furniture shops in the village and eh, I 
don't know about shops or anything like that. 

 

Q. What about clothes, were they all homemade? 

A. Clothes, yes, that was one thing, my mother made all our clothes, really she was good with the 
machine. (laugh) She had a sewing machine. 

 

Q. Did you celebrate special occasions like birthdays? 

A. Oh yes, we always had something, maybe not very much but eh, we always had something for our 
birthday. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play games with you? 

A. Yes, eh, in fact when I lived down here, we used to have great nights in the house you know, just 
concerts on our own and ah, open air dancing outside because it was a quiet place, you know, and that 
was all. 

 

Q. What sort of dances did you do? 

A. Oh, it was eight-some reels and, eh, all these old fashioned ones you know. 

 

Q. Did you ever have books to read at home? 

A. Oh, yes, always had books, ‘Little Women’, I can remember, <..pause..> that was an old one eh! 

 

Q. Any newspapers or magazines? 

A. Well, we just got the daily paper usually, evening paper and the Stirling local paper you know, Observer 
and Weekly News was a great paper then. The Weekly News and Sunday Post, all those years ago. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the library? 
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A. No, I didn't really, I don't remember of them having a library in the village. Oh they would have likely, but 
no, I don't remember going to the library. 

 

Q. Have you any memories of going out visiting neighbours? 

A. Oh yes, if we behaved we got out with my mother. (laugh) Chances each, you know. (laugh) One week I 
would get with her to visit neighbours up in the Main Street and then the next week my sister would go 
and that. But you had to behave then, oh yes, sit like mice. (laugh) 

 

Q. Did you ever go any holidays? 

A. Yes, we were very lucky when we were young because my mother had a sister who lived in Dunkeld, 
that was a good bit up north and to the River Tay. We used to go there and have good fun, all the eight 
weeks usually. And she would dress us all and take us, she had a sister there, my aunt Liz and she 
helped her, you know. My mother, worked but my aunt kept us all, you know, and she would make jam 
and she would help her with her cleaning and we got out down the riverside to play, the River Tay. 
(laugh) So I was quite lucky with holidays every year. 

 

Q. Do you remember any weddings in your family? 

A. Oh, yes, well. I was the first to be married and then there was my sister older than me, <..pause..> and my 
brother. I was younger than them, though at the time but I was at their weddings. It was nice, and then 
the other ones, I was at them all, four sisters and there were four of us anyway, and eh, four brothers. 
They were all married in the village. 

 

Q. How did you spend your Sundays when you were young? 

A. Well, we went to Sunday School and the church and what was it? There was an old church just on the 
brae, but it’s all knocked down now, used to go to a Sunday School over at the Mill, the big house, it’s 
still standing. There was an English woman and her daughter and son who took the Sunday School on 
a Sunday for the Episcopal Church in Stirling. I became a member of it and I was married in it, in the 
English Church in Stirling. 

 

Q. Did you ever go any Sunday School outings? 

A. Oh yes, that was a good outing, across the ferry to; what's the name of the place? You used to get 
berries there, across the ferry to, <..pause..> I cannae mind, it's a blank the name, but we used to go 
there. And you were taken in, it was horses and carts and a seat along, you know. Just a plank of wood 
all scrubbed clean and you sat there. You got dressed up and went to the Sunday School outing, that 
way, that was when I was young. (laugh) We looked forward to it. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say your prayers at night? 

A. Oh! That was one thing, the last thing my dad and mum would say, "Remember and say your prayers" 
and I was the same with my children. 

 

Q. So religion was important to you when you were children? 

A. Yes, it was, we kept up the Sunday School, the church. 

 

Q. And who did you play with when you were young? 

A. Oh well, I remember when I was at school there was ‘The Three Graces’, my name was Grace and 
there was Grace Watt and Grace Kane and we were really friendly, you know. (laugh) Just neighbours, 
they were, you know, they lived near, in the village. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you play at? 

A. Oh, it was Peever then you know, and with the ball, Rounders and things like that. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Oh yes, well, not too bad you know. You were told to be careful but not very strict with being dirty if you 
were playing. The washing was easily done. 
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Q. Did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. No, the boys were more for the Football, I would say. 

 

Q. So you usually played separately? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to play with anyone you wanted to? 

A. Eh, well, the neighbours were all good you know. We were friendly with them all. We were never 
stopped from playing with anybody. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time from school, you know, at weekends and things like that? 

A. Well, that was it, just around the house. We never got away anywhere. Our parents knew where we 
were. They were strict like that and just playing around at Skipping Ropes and things. 

 

Q. Did you have any special hobbies? 

A. No, I liked knitting during the war. I was just at school and we used to knit socks and hose tops for the 
soldiers. I remember that I was quite a good knitter. 

 

Q. Did you have any pets? 

A. Yes, we always had pets, we'd always a cat. I don't remember having a dog, and my brother was great 
for rabbits you know, the good ones, these Russians with the red eyes. So we always had pets of some 
kind. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to anything like Guides or Girl’s Groups or something? 

A. The Girl Guides? No, I was never in that. We just went to Sunday School and the Band of Hope. That 
was a sort of group, you just met every week at the church. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do there? 

A. Well, just like what you get at the Sunday School and in the church, you know, and singing hymns. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the pictures? 

A. After I got a bit older, eh, there were neighbours came to stay beside us. They came from Helensburgh. 
They didn't belong the village, and the old father used to, well, he was old to me then, he used to take 
his daughter and I to the pictures. It was a penny ha'penny or tuppence or something then, and we used 
to get on a Saturday afternoon you know, which was quite good. 

 

Q. What sort of pictures did you see? 

A. At that time, eh. Oh, gosh, if some of the young ones were here, they would remind me. It was just the 
usual childrens’ pictures you know, I cannae mind the names of them, but it would need to be for 
children. We would never have got to grown up ones, you know. 

 

Q. Did you get any pocket money? 

A. Yes, it was a halfpenny first and that was two farthings. Then when you got a wee bit older you got a 
penny which was four farthings and then if you did chores or something special you would maybe get 
an extra copper. (laugh) 

 

Q. What did you buy with that? 

A. A Saturday penny well, you got four things for a farthing each on a Saturday. That was about the only 
time that we [had] anything to spend was the Saturday penny. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you buy? 

A. Well, you got good things, rock and toffee and a chocolate and sweeties, you know. 
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Q. Did you get lessons from anybody before you went to school? 

A. No, no, I never had anything like that. The older ones would help out you know, show you things to do. 
There was a neighbour came in, a girl that stayed down from us, and she would come in at night and, 
eh, we'd sit round the table and do our lessons together, you know, and it was the old paraffin lamps 
then. 

 

Q. How old were you when you went to school? 

A. Eh, I would be five. 

 

Q. What type of school was it? 

A. Just, ordinary, it wasn't a High School or anything. You went from there, the Cambusbarron School to 
the High School. You sat for bursaries and got money you know, to go to the High School. 

 

Q. What did you think of school? 

A. Well, I always enjoyed school you know. It was quite good. But I had to leave when I was fourteen and 
go to work because I got a letter from the Schoolmaster to ask if I could go in for a bursary, which was 
an extra thing, and it paid you your fees for the High School. But my mother said no, I would have to 
leave and go to work. (laugh) 

 

Q. Did you mind? 

A. No. it was just a matter of, <..pause..> you knew you had to do it. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. Yes, got on well with the teachers, they were very nice. I can remember them all, their names and 
everything. They were very nice, the teachers. 

 

Q. And what happened if anyone was bad? 

A. Well, the strap, <..pause..> you got off with nothing then. You made sure you would be quite good. (laugh) 
But nowadays, oh gosh! 

 

Q. What sort of things were you taught at school? 

A. Well, just, eh, the usual addition, eh, sums and eh, writing, you got prizes for good writing. Now, as long 
as they can make it out, make out your writing, everything's okay. But then we got prizes for good 
writing and reading. 

 

Q. What sort of prizes did you get? 

A. A book maybe, you know, at the end of the year. 

 

Q. Did you ever get any prizes? 

A. Yes, I've had prizes for writing, reading and I got a leaving certificate which was excellent at everything, 
all the subjects. I was showing it to the children, you know. (laugh) 

 

Q. Did the boys and girls get taught the same subjects at school? 

A. Oh yes, it was just a mixed class, yes. 

 

Q. What did you wear for school? 

A. Well, we did eventually have gym slips you know, but at the beginning it was maybe a skirt and blouse, 
but no uniform, no special uniform like what they have now. 

 

Q. What did you do at playtime? 

A. Well, just got out to the playground to run around, I suppose, <..pause..> and play at your Skipping Ropes 
and things. 
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Q. Did you go to another school after? 

A. No, I was, I had just left the Cambusbarron School, you see you had to get this bursary to get to the 
High School in Stirling. 

 

Q. Would you have stayed on if you had the choice? 

A. I wouldn't have minded but I didn't mind leaving to go to work, no, because we needed the money, you 
know. 

 

Q. Did you go to any part-time education? 

A. Yes, I used to go to night school for Typing, I did. And I was quite good at that too, but I never followed 
it up much, just went over to the Mill to work. 

 

Q. When you were at school did you have a part-time job at all? 

A. No, never had anything like that, going with newspapers or anything, no. 

 

Q. What was you first full-time job? 

A. Just in the Mill, at the carpet eh, it was handmade carpets we did, hand-tufted, very expensive. I used to 
do the samples for them sending away. I think I had the best pay in that part, you know, because I did 
these samples. They'd to be done perfect and I really loved the work, I really did. 

 

Q. Could you describe what you did? 

A. Yes, em. <..pause..> There were big looms, and there were maybe four girls sitting at this big loom, and it 
was strands of that jute, and we had to lace through a shuttle back and forward, to make a backing. 
You'd, you'd to hand-tuft these, the wool for the rugs, into a back and front strand, you know. And it was 
really great work, and you did it to a design. There was designers worked in the mill too, and it was up 
in front of you, a design, and the colours and you'd to go by that, numbers, and I really enjoyed it. 

 

Q. How did you get the job? 

A. Just, it was going at the time and I just applied for it. 

 

Q. Was it in a newspaper? 

A. No, I would just hear about it likely you know, when the Mill opened up for that work. Because it used to, 
long ago, it was the soldiers were in for a while during the war you know, and then weavers. Eh, that 
was before my time. 

 

Q. Well, how did you learn it? 

A. How did we learn it, eh, just eh, that Mrs., <..pause..> I gave you her address yesterday, Mrs. McGregor, 
she was our forewoman and she would show us how to do it first. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. Eh, we started at eight o'clock in the morning ‘til eh, you got an hour at lunchtime and maybe ‘til five at 
night. 

 

Q. Was there any breaks for meals? 

A. Just, eh, lunch hour from twelve ‘til one. 

 

Q Did you have any holidays with pay? 

A. With pay? No, you took holidays, that was you. 

 

Q. How much were you actually paid? 

A. Well, when I went first I can remember it was quite a good wage too for me at that age, twelve and 
sixpence. And before I left I was getting twenty seven shillings and sixpence which was quite a good 
wage then. 
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Q. Were you paid for time or was it a piece-wage? 

A. We used to have piece-work, but I can't remember what we got, we got something extra for that, you 
know, just depended what you did, piece-work. 

 

Q. Did you feel that it was a good wage? 

A. Yes, oh, I was quite happy with it, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did you give any of your money to your mum? 

A. Oh, it was all handed over, maybe got a shilling pocket money after I started working. That was great. I 
had to save off that. (laugh) 

 

Q. What was it spent on? 

A. Well. I would maybe go to the pictures. And another thing I liked dancing very much and after I left 
school, used to go into the Albert Hall for lessons which were one and sixpence then and learn the 
ballroom dancing which I liked. That was after I left school though. 

 

Q. So you still lived at home? 

A. Oh yes, still stayed at home ‘til I got married 

 

Q. What other jobs were in the Mill? 

A. There were designers and printers and eh, we had hand-tufted carpets of course, eh, I cannae 
remember really. Mrs. McGregor would be able to tell you better than me I think, I mean I was young, I 
was really young when I went to work there. 

 

Q. Did men and women work together? 

A. No, it was all girls at the carpet place but we had a foreman and a forewoman to keep their eye on us, 
you know. 

 

Q. Was there a good atmosphere there? 

A. Oh yes, they were very nice girls and you got on with everybody aye, we got on with everybody. 

 

Q. Were you able to talk when you were working? 

A. Aha, you had to sing even, a lot of good singers too. 

 

Q. Do you remember any songs? 

A. (sigh) I don't think so, no, offhand. Oh gosh, if I'd known what to think up, you know, but there was one 
girl from St. Ninians, she was a lovely singer, you know, some of them were really good singers. What 
was it she used to sing? Just all the old songs, you know, I cannae mind the names of them. 

 

Q. Was there a Works’ Club? 

A. A club? No, we didn't have a club. 

 

Q. What happened when a worker retired? 

A. Well, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was there a presentation? 

A. No, no, there was nothing like that then no, not that I can remember. 

 

Q. Did any of the employers visit workers and their wives if they were sick? 

A. Employers? 

 



 403 

Q. Did your boss visit you if you were sick or anything? 

A. No, nothing like that, no. 

 

Q. How did your boss treat you? 

A. Oh, they were very nice, you know. They never could complain if you did your work. 

 

Q. So you were quite happy? 

A. Quite happy, always. 

 

Q. Was there a Trade Union? 

A. Eh, no, I don't remember anything like that, then. It was an English firm that had our part. 

 

Q. How did you feel about the work that you actually did? 

A. Well, I just thought it was great, I loved it. It was interesting, I mean, it was never boring. 

 

Q. You said you were to do a demonstration? 

A. I was in Edinburgh aye, eh, another girl and I were sent to, eh, demonstrate a rug, making a rug on this 
wee loom and eh, we had this rug made in a week in fact. Had it all ready and out on the floor and the 
customers just came in and stood round about and watch how it was done, you know. 

 

Q. Where was that? 

A. In Edinburgh, in eh, Jenners, Princes Street. 

 

Q. How long did you do the work? 

A. Eh, just in the shop like? 

 

Q. How long did you work in the Mill? 

A. Oh! At the Mill, for five years. 

 

Q. Was it usual to stay on or leave after you got married? 

A. Usual what? 

 

Q. To stay on or leave when you got married? 

A. You could, if you liked, but I left because we had, eh, my husband had a shop, the newsagents, and he 
was a cobbler in the village and I used to help out in the shop. 

 

Q. Would you have preferred another type of work? 

A. No, I never thought, I was quite happy and content, you know. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time away from work? 

A. Well, we'd always something to do, sewing or knitting or housework. We got out, you know, to dances 
and that, occasionally some in the village. I was always keen on the dancing. 

 

Q. Now did you spend your Sundays when you were working? 

A. When we were working? Well, we didn't work on a Sunday, just went to church, usually went there. 
There was a neighbour and I was friendly with her daughter, they belonged to the English Church in 
Stirling and I used to go regular with her, you know. 

 

Q. Did religion mean more or less to you after you were a child? 

A. Just much the same. 
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Q. Did you ever take an interest in politics? 

A. Ever what? 

 

Q. Did you ever take an interest in politics? 

A. No, no we never heard it discussed in the house at all. Didn't understand it, in fact. 

 

Q. Did you go on holiday, you know, when you were working, after you were a child? 

A. Eh, not so much then. When I was older we just got a holiday now and again. 

 

Q. Did you make any new friends? 

A. When I was working? Yes, girls from out of the village, you know, used to, <..pause..> 

 

Q. You met them at the Mill? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Were there any special places where, you know, boys and girls could meet? 

A. In Cambusbarron? Well, just the boys had their B.B. and the Scouts and the girls had the Girl Guides, 
but I was never in any of them. 

 

Q. What about dances though? 

A. Yes, the dances in the village. We used to like them, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did your parents meet your friends? 

A. Oh yes, you could bring them home to the house. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did they expect to know where you were? 

A. Oh, always, oh that was one thing, very strict, in at, <..pause..> 

 

Q. You had to be home? 

A. Aye, in at a proper time at night and that was one thing, we never got off with that. 

 

Q. What age were you when you got married? 

A. Nineteen. 

 

Q. How long had you known your husband? 

A. Well, they came to live, <..pause..> but eh, I knew him about eh, sixteen, six years, seven, about seven or 
eight years before I, <..pause..> they stayed next door to us so it was quite alright. 

 

Q. Were you engaged? 

A. Yes, and eh, just had a, <..pause..> I was married in the English Church 'cause I was a member by that 
time of the English Church in Stirling and eh, just my own family and his family. 

 

Q. Did you manage to get things like furniture? 

A. Yes, I was quite lucky, maybe get a second-hand, you know, good furniture though. I got a house right 
away, just in the village, and we had some nice furniture. 

 

Q. Can you describe the wedding? 

A. Well, it was only in the church and then home to the house for a meal and my brother-in-law made the 
cake, he was a baker and eh, my husband’s brother, and he iced it and everything, you know, 
decorated it. That was his work. 
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Q. What did you wear? 

A. I can remember it was a suit, I got it in eh, a shop in Stirling, Bonnerman was the shop, the name. It was 
tan coloured, just a short jacket with braid on it, my skirt, you know and a beige coloured hat and the 
blouse I had under it I made myself. (laugh) I can remember that. 

 

Q. Did you go on a honeymoon? 

A. Yes, we went across to friends, across in the boat to Rothesay, it was quite nice, with friends. 

 

Q. What was you husband doing when you were married? What work did he have? 

A. Aye, well, he was always a, <..pause..> he learned his trade as a shoemaker. And then he had a shop, he 
worked on his own and then we had the newspapers. <..pause..> His father had them then he took over 
from him, so we had a busy life. <..pause..> Used to help out in the shop, you know. 

 

Q. You stopped work when you got married? 

A. Yes, and I worked, I helped out in the shop. 

 

Q. Did you have any children? 

A. Yes, I mean I've had eight of a family, no, seven, I forgot it was eight in our family but I had had seven, 
four girls and three boys. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. Oh no, I mean, you never thought of that, no. 

 

Q. So, you didn't know anything about birth control? 

A. Oh, no, not then no. It was a hard life but still I was always happy with the children. 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. At first, we were never eh, no. It was never explained to us the way it is now which I think is a good 
thing to do nowadays, I mean to explain to children, we were never ever told anything about it. 

 

Q. Did you read any books about looking after babies? 

A. No, I had always, eh, plenty experience. (laugh) 

 

Q. Were your children born at home? 

A. Eh, yes, two, my last children the youngest ones, they were, I was in hospital with them, but I had the 
rest at home. 

 

Q. And did you have help from the family? 

A. My own family? Yes, they were very good, my sisters were very good, all helped each other. 

 

Q. And how did you feed your first baby? 

A. Breast fed them all. I was telling the girls I never had a dummy or a bottle in my house. (laugh) So it’s 
changed days eh? 

 

Q. If you needed any advice who did you ask? 

A. Oh, my mother then, I had plenty experience after she died, you know. I'd two children when she died. 

 

Q. And how much did your husband have to do with the children? 

A. He was very good, he helped me a lot when they were young. He loved them when they were young 
and they got on awful well with them, you know. 

 

Q. What kind of medical care was there if you were ill? 
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A. Well, the usual, castor oil, that's what you heard about, eh, you've heard about that. And sulphur and 
treacle you got in the springtime that was a usual thing, you know, when we were young but och it 
changed after that. Syrup of Figs, they were more pleasant. 

 

Q. Did you get any visits from a nurse? 

A. Eh, no not really, they came in to visit you just maybe two or three weeks before the baby came. But 
you had to have a certified midwife and a doctor, you had to have that or you would have to go into 
hospital, you know. 

 

Q. And if you saw a Doctor how did you pay for him? 

A. Well, I'd to pay just, <..pause..> I forget what it was then. 

 

Q. A works’ insurance or sickness club? 

A. Eh, no, there was nothing like that then, just, you'd pay your bill. 

 

Q. How did you and your husband manage the housekeeping? 

A. Well, he worked and em, eh, he was good, you know at going the shopping for me when I was busy 
with the children. And he helped me out because after he died I missed him a lot because I left a lot to 
him, you know, and let him do the deciding and that, then I'd to be on my own. (laugh) 

 

Q. Do you know how much your husband earned? 

A. Oh, at that time, no, I couldnae really remember. 

 

Q. How much of it did he give to you? 

A. I can't even remember that, no. 

 

Q. Did he give you the whole wage or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh no, eh, there was so much kept I mean for rent and he seen to all these things, just for food and that 
but I just can't remember. 

 

Q. So he paid the bills himself? 

A. Yes, and I can remember getting a ten shilling note and going into Liptons on a Saturday afternoon and 
I would get as much tea, sugar and butter and everything for that, for a ten shilling note, it's changed 
days eh? (laugh) 

 

Q. How did you decide how money should be spent on things like furniture? 

A. Well, we were always, and he was good, he was good at getting anything, anything like that I wanted, 
you know. 

 

Q. How did you manage when your husband was ill? 

A. Eh, well, I had to nurse him and we still had the shop but the girls were up then a bit and they helped 
out. But after he died I'd to go into the shop and then I had three children still at school when he died. 
He was only forty six and I've worked all after that on my own. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you had to struggle? 

A. Oh, aye, I had to struggle alright and worry. 

 

Q. If any of the neighbours were ill, did anybody help out? 

A. Oh, yes they were good, they were good like that because I remember a neighbour I had, and she had, 
I had a wee boy about six months old, and then she had a wee boy and I used to help her out because 
she, (chuckle) she wasnae used to babies and he would cry a lot. I'd always good children and I used to 
help her out, you know, bathing him and that. (laugh) I can remember that. They were good neighbours. 
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Q. Where you lived did everyone have the same standard of living? 

A. Well, much more or less, I think so. There was never anybody eh, very well off, you know, in the village. 

 

Q. So everybody was the same, there was nobody better off than anybody else? 

A. No, I don't think so, bar the business men maybe, them that had, you know, big businesses and that, 
that was different. 

 

Q. Did you think yourself a member of a class, like middle class, or working class? 

A. Oh, just working class. 

 

Q. Where did people do their shopping when you were married? 

A. Well, as I say it was the village, just shops in the village because there were no buses or anything at the 
beginning. 

 

Q. What shops were there in the village? 

A. There, <..pause..> I said the grocers, eh, three, and the butchers then there was vans came round too, 
butchers vans and bakers. 

 

Q. Did any of the shops give credit? 

A. Oh yes, you could get credit. 

 

Q. Were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. No, not in Cambusbarron, in Stirling, you had to go there, but I knew nothing about pawn shops, just 
heard about them, you know. 

 

Q. So was your area friendly, did everyone get on with each other? 

A. Well, you never heard of any, you know, <..pause..> maybe some families would be a bit quarrelsome and 
in their own house but it was quite a quiet village. 

 

Q. So there was never any real trouble? 

A. No, I wouldn't say anything about Cambusbarron. (chuckle) Lived in it eighty two years. 

 

Q. Have you any memories of the First World War? 

A. Well, eh, that would be 1918 eh, 1914 to 18. Well, I would be nine years old when it started because I 
was born on 1905. I remember it, the first Zeppelin. I was at school, the German Zeppelin flew over 
Cambusbarron. The first plane that flew over, we got, we all got out of school to go and watch it landing 
down at a farm, a big field in a farm and it was great. It was exciting because the pilot just seemed to be 
sitting, was just like straps of wood, you know, and he was sitting outside, I can remember that as plain, 
<..pause..> and eh, then on Armistice Day, we, that would be four years after, eh, we all got a holiday at 
school and had great celebrations, you know. 

 

Q. And was there dances and things? 

A. Oh yes, and after the war my first dance I was at was with eh, my brother Jim the oldest one. He was in 
the Army and he took me to the first reunion they had in the village and I thought it was great. My 
mother made my dress and I can remember it, it was ah, it was a sort of tanny colour too and it was in 
voile and it was all hand sewn, you know, eh, pink and green flowers eh, leaves and pink flowers. It was 
a broad band of, <..pause..> all tucked, ruched at the waist and a blouse with wide sleeves and tight cuffs. 
I can remember that frock as well and I can remember another thing, maybe I shouldnae be telling you. 
Will you switch it off? (laugh) About the; <..pause..> at this first dance they had a band and there was a 
violin, a violin player and you know he came down, they got a wee interval, he came down and he gave 
me a dance. I thought he picked me out of the whole lot and that always stuck with me you know, I 
thought it was great, the violin player giving me a dance. I was only fourteen at the time. 

 

Q. Do you remember the troops being billeted at Hayford Mills? 
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A. The what? The troops? Yes, because we just lived over a row of cottages from the Mill and there was 
an English Regiment and Scottish Regiment and it was great. It was a busy place, you know, with all 
the soldiers and you'd hear the last post at night and eh, in the morning getting wakened up with the 
bugles and eh, it was really a cheery place. 

 

Q. You were saying you knitted socks? 

A. Yes, I did when I was at school, and hose tops and socks for the soldiers. We used to have to do that. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of the Second World War? 

A. Eh, the Second World War, well, I would eh, I would be married then and I'd two, my eldest boy was in 
the Army, he was in Egypt stationed. And I remember him, <..pause..> I used to send him his comics out 
of the shop, you know, (laugh) ‘The Adventure’ and all these things. Then my other boy Jim, they had all 
to do their service and eh, he was really looking forward to it because when his dad died he had to take 
over the cobbling. He learned the trade too, and looked after the newspapers, he had a lot to do. And 
then he was going into the Army and he was really looking forward to it because he was going abroad. 
No, it must have been before his dad died because his dad was ill at the time, that was it. And, eh, I'd to 
get him home to help in the shop and he wasn't pleased about it at all because he was looking forward 
to getting away abroad, you know. So he'd to eh, he got off the Army, he got out of the Army to look 
after the business and help me and eh, after that, a year after his dad died he went away to Australia. I 
said no wonder he went away, he had too much to do. (chuckle) And then my oldest boy, he was in the 
Army for his time in Egypt, he'd a trade, wood cutter machinist and eh, then he went abroad too, to 
Australia. 

 

Q. What do you remember about the rationing? 

A. Oh, aye, I remember it. We needed coupons for everything, you know, and eh, sugar and butter. I never 
had to do without it because, I shouldnae be telling you this either. Betty, that's her that comes in there, 
if you gave Betty money she would get you, she would get you coupons from people, you see, maybe 
buy them, if you gave her money. She could get you butter, sugar, the lot, anything you wanted, and 
she knew all the girls in the shops in Stirling. (laugh) 

 

Q. So you did okay? 

A. And we did okay, I never wanted for butter and sugar and stuff as long as you had the money you 
could, eh. So I must have been quite well off! 

 

Q. What was family life like during the war? 

A. Well, eh, we had a struggle you know because you just couldn't get everything you wanted here you'd 
make do with food and everything, it was a quite hard life but we always managed. 

 

Q. Where did you work during the war? In the newsagents? 

A. Ah-ha, I'd to work, take over in the shop. 

 

Q. Do did you own the newsagents? 

A. Yes, and eh, no, we just rented it. But we had a grocers shop where the Post Office is now. My oldest 
girl and my oldest son worked in it for a while, but when their dad died I'd to give it up. I couldn't keep 
them both going and the newsagents was the best paying one because I had a good quota of cigarettes 
and things, and you had to have a quota, you know. You were allowed so much and I think with being 
one of the oldest residents in, and the oldest business shop, I had a good quota of them and you got a 
good profit off cigarettes, and sweets. Oldest business shop eh. I had a good quota of them and you got 
a good profit off cigarettes eh, and sweets and the newspapers, but it was hard work, <..pause..> yes. 

 

Q. Did you employ anybody to work in the shop? 

A. No, just the girls helped me, my own family helped. 

 

Q. What kind of a shop was it? Did you sell sweets and things like that too? 

A. I just, <..pause..> we sold sweets, cigarettes and newspapers, that was the main things. 
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Q. Whereabouts was it? 

A. On the main street in the village. Still there. Betty's got a wee café now where it was and then we've got 
the newsagents next door. The old grandfather ****** went round with a barrow at first. There was no 
newsagents shop in the village and he went round with a barrow with newspapers and round all the big 
houses, you know, in The Terraces. Then they opened up the shop and my husband had the cobbling 
and he had the newspapers. Well, he got older and eh, he wanted to go away, he was in the Army you 
see, an Englishman, he was a Londoner, and eh, he was getting fed up with the newspapers. So my 
husband took it over, so we all helped out, it was a family thing and Betty still has it with her husband 
and that'll be seventy years ago, it's a long time eh? 
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Q. Could you tell me what year you were born? 

A. I was born on the 19
th

 of June, 1905. 

 

Q. Where were you born? 

A. Whiteinch, Glasgow. 

 

Q. How long did you live in Glasgow? 

A. Well now, I stayed in Doune when I was, <..pause..> my mother died in April and I would be 
five years old the following June. 

 

Q. And how many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. Well that will amaze you dear, that will amaze you. My mother had ten of a family. 

 

Q. Gosh! And who was the oldest? 

A. I'm the sole survivor. 

 

Q. Who was the oldest in your family? 

A. I couldn't tell you. Because my mother had died in the April and I was five years old the 
following June. 

 

Q. And what was your father's job? 

A. Shipyard labourer. 

 

Q. And was that always what he did? 

A. Yes, he was there for, <..pause..> He got married in 1896 and he worked there and my 
mother had ten of a family, in Whiteinch. 

 

Q. Did your father go to church at all? 

A. Oh aye, he was a strict churchgoer. We are R.C's, he was an R.C., Catholic, a Roman 
Catholic. 

 

Q. Did he take any interest in politics? 

A. Very much. He was, yes, he was interested. And he told me and I can well remember 
sitting, <..pause..> unfortunately my mother died when I was five years old, <..pause..> and 
he left me with my auntie Sara in Doune because that was my mother's sister. And she 
kept me, I don't know how long she kept me. However, my father arrived home and he 
said to my auntie Sara, "I've come to take Sara home.” My name's Sara. “I've re-married 
and I've got a home for her." And he had a home for me in Clydebank, Second Avenue, 
Clydebank. If I was to tell you my story you would be very, very, very surprised. 
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Q. Do you know what political party your father voted for? 

A. Aye, he'd be a Labour man I've no doubt. I've no doubt he'd be a Labour man. As I say, I 
don't think he had much intelligence though he was my father mind you. But I couldn't say 
anything about him he watched me, he was good to me. You see in those days his living 
wage was eighteen shillings a week but they got a half sovereign in their money. 

 

Q. So what age were you when you went back to your father? 

A. Now that; <..pause..> the first school I went to was Doune School. Now I can't tell you what 
school I went to, <..pause..> a school, it would be in Clydebank. I can't tell you which school 
I went to in Clydebank. 

 

Q. Did your father belong to a Trade Union? 

A. Oh, I couldnae tell you that dear. 

 

Q. Do you know what he did in his spare time? 

A. No, all I remember of my father is him coming home from the shipyard and staying at 
home. He didn't drink and he didn't smoke, that I can vouch. 

 

Q. Did your dad take part in any sports? 

A. No, I don't think so. I'll tell you what, he was a great walker. He used to take me long 
walks when I was a child and he took me out every Sunday afternoon and he took me out 
for my tea every Sunday afternoon somewhere in Glasgow. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of your parents’ house in Whiteinch? 

A. I have no memories dear. I was only five years old. I came back, my auntie Sara kept me 
so long and then my father remarried and I went to stay with my stepmother in Glasgow. 

 

Q. Can you remember the house in Doune? 

A. Oh yes, I can take you to it. ‘Auld Licht’, Doune. 

 

Q. What was it like? 

A. Well, there was a lady, a Mrs. Brown down the stairs, it's pretty low in Doune. And my 
auntie Sara was up the stair and that was my happiest childhood, when I stayed with my 
auntie Sara. 

 

Q. Can you remember how many rooms it had? 

A. Well, it had a living room and a bathroom, it had a backroom and it had a room where we 
all stayed, her daughters. She had big family too. It was a nice place, I couldn't forget 
Doune. 

 

Q. And can you remember what the washing arrangements were? 

A. Oh yes, auntie Sara had to go down the stair and go into a wash-house and light a fire 
under a boiler. 

 

Q. And can you remember the wash days? 

A. Oh no. Auntie Sara could go down there and wash any day. 
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Q. Did your aunt do all the housework? 

A. Yes and we all worked in Deanston Mill. She had a family, her oldest one was, when I 
went to stay with auntie Sara, was a Mrs. Mallen she was married over in Ireland, a Mrs. 
Mallen, Margaret, and there was Mary and myself stayed in ‘Auld Licht’ when I went 
there. We had happy days. We'd to be at Deanston Mill in the morning at eight o'clock 
and we were finished at five o'clock at night. And we walked from Doune to Deanston. 
We had no transport in those days. 

 

Q. Who made or mended the family's clothes? 

A. Oh well, we used to have a dressmaker in Doune, a Miss Bond and if we wanted 
anything done she did it. The two ladies, the Miss Bonds, they stayed in Main Street, 
Doune and they did, <..pause..> If we were going anywhere or anything she did all that kind 
of thing. 

 

Q. And did you get many new clothes? 

A. Oh, no. We got a costume, say about spring of the year we went and got a nice costume. 
And every Saturday we looked at that costume, and pressed it for Sunday. We went for 
our walks on a Sunday, went to church on a Sunday. See the present day they should be 
lynched when I think of what I went through. 

 

Q. Did you have jobs to do about the house? 

A. Oh yes, we had to make our bed, and do our share of the house. Auntie Sara was very 
particular that way, oh yes. And we came home, not the way they do present day, away 
out and buy something to eat. No, our meal was set on the living-room table. When we 
came home for our dinner at night we had a dinner set for us. Auntie Sara set a table for 
us and we sat down to a table, humanely. They don't do that now they run out for a tin of 
this and a tin of that. 

 

Q. Did you continue doing these jobs after you left school? 

A. Oh yes, well you see I had a stepmother and I had to go and work. I had to do stairs. And 
I had to work for Jews in Glasgow for a pound a month. 

 

Q. Can you remember what kind of meals you had when you were young? 

A. I know I still am very difficult with meals. I always remember getting my knuckles rapped 
for not taking my porridge in a morning, 'cause I wouldn't take porridge. I remember that. 
But as long as I was with my auntie Sara I was quite happy. 

 

Q. What was your favourite meal? 

A. Well, when you're young and that you eat anything. But not now, I'll not eat anything now, 
oh no. But then I got up, as I got older I went into service. I was a general with a 
minister's widow, a Mrs. Peat, her husband was a minister in Doune and he died and she 
bought a wee house over in Dunblane; Lednock. And I went and served her. And she 
was very, very good to me, what she ate I also ate. Beautifully, <..pause..> I had my own 
wee kitchen. She had a dining room. 

 

Q. Did you celebrate special occasions like birthdays? 

A. Can I tell you, listen dear. I never knew when my birthday came nor did I know when 
Christmas came, I never got anything for my Christmas and I got nothing for my birthday. 
And I worked in Deanston Mill and I had to leave it through my sight. The first house I 
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went to serve was a Mrs. Campbell. They were saw-millers in Doune and that was the 
first Christmas present I ever got from Mrs. Campbell in Doune. Yes. You know the 
Campbells of Doune? You know Marion Campbell, she does an awful lot of hospice work 
at Strathcarron Hospice. 

 

Q. Did you get taken out visiting neighbours and friends and relatives? 

A. Oh, we made our own, <..pause..> I mean we used to, <..pause..> I had a cousin, Mary, 
same age as myself, a year younger than I was. And we went out to, maybe went to a 
picture house or something like that. We went to the picture house in Stirling when I 
stayed in Doune. 

 

Q. Can you tell me how you spent your Sundays? 

A. Yes, I went to church in the morning. And we came back and we made our beds and we 
sat down and we had our dinner in the middle of the day. And we went for a walk, and we 
thought nothing of walking to Buchany, if you know where Buchany is? 

 

Q. No, I don't know. 

A. Walked to Buchany; and we thought nothing when anything special came on in 
Dunblane, we thought nothing of walking to Dunblane. We thought nothing about that 
'cos we'd no transport. But they were very happy days I can assure you. 

 

Q. Did you go to Sunday School? 

A. No we didn't have Sunday School. I was reared at a Catholic school in Glasgow. So I 
didn't have to go to catechism or anything in my youth and as a bairn. 

 

Q. Did you go to the Band of Hope? 

A. Aye. (laughs) Aye it used to be in Glasgow on a Saturday night, I was with my 
stepmother at the time and my daddy used to hit me because I went. (laughs) Aye, yes. 

 

Q. And what can you remember about the Band of Hope? 

A. Oh we just, <..pause..> you got a cup of tea and a bit of bun or something and they had 
prayers. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Oh aye. I still say my prayers, I can assure you I still say my prayers. 

 

Q. Was religion important to you as a child? 

A. Very much as a child very much, still is. 

 

Q. Who did you play with as a child? 

A. Oh well we had our playmates. We didnae do the things they do nowadays though. 

 

Q. What kind of things did you play? 

A. Well as a child we played Rounders and that kind of thing, Peever and we used to sit on 
the staircase and play, what was it you called them? You had four bits of chukkies, you 
stoated the ball and, was it a chukkie? <..pause..> I can't mind what we called that game, 
we used to play that game. That's the trouble nowadays they don't do that kind of thing 
now. 
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Q. Did you have any toys? 

A. Oh no, no, no, no. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Well, I didnae have a mother so there were nobody interested in me were there? 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies? 

A. Hobbies as a child, no not necessarily. 

 

Q. Did you go cycling? 

A. No, no. Though mind you my cousins all went cycling they all had bikes. 

 

Q. Did you belong to anything like Guides? 

A. No, no. But I was a period in the Red Cross, I was a long while in the Red Cross. 

 

Q. And you were saying you went to the cinema sometimes. 

A. Ah well you see years ago there were cinemas in Stirling. There was the Queen's 
cinema. There was also what we termed The Alhambra in the Arcade and that was the 
only time we went out, when there was a show on in the Alhambra in the Arcade in 
Stirling. Then when I was rearing my family there was The Regal, my children went to 
The Regal. 

 

Q. Can you remember the things that you saw there? 

A. In the cinema? Now I was just saying on Monday, my home help took me to Stirling, I 
was looking for a washing machine. And she said to me "We'll go up through the old 
arcade". Now I'm blind you know and I said, "See that corner that's where The Alhambra 
was.” The last show I saw in that Alhambra was ‘For Whom The Bell Tolls’. That’s the last 
show I saw in that Alhambra. 

 

Q. Did you ever have any pocket money? 

A. No we didn't have, we had to go and work for it. No we didn't have any pocket money. 

 

Q. Did you have a wee job when you were a child? Did you earn pocket money? 

A. No, well I had to go for milk, I had to go with milk but then I had to hand over my money 
to my stepmother. The money was handed over to her. I used to go through Partick up 
way up Claremont and Hyndland that avenue all round Partick ‘cos that’s where she 
stayed. 

 

Q. How old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Well I presume, my mother died, I'd be five year old. My mother died in April, and I'd be 
five years old in June so I presume I would go to school then. 

 

Q. What type of school was it? 

A. Doune school, I don't know what kind of school it was. 

 

Q. What did you think of it? 
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A. Oh at that time I wouldn't be interested in it. No. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. I don't remember the teachers. 

 

Q. What did you wear to school? 

A. Oh we just, <..pause..> auntie Sara would see that we were dressed alright. She would see 
we would be alright going to the school ‘cos she'd a daughter going to school the same 
age as myself and she'd see I would be alright. And I had a cousin, Willie Docherty was 
his name, he used to give us, him and a Willie Cameron, took us on their back to the 
school in the morning. And that cousin of mine was the Provost of Doune at one time 
latterly, that's Willie Docherty, the Provost of Doune. 

 

Q. What did you do at playtimes? 

A. Oh, I don't know what I would do at playtime dear. But we didn't have any play pieces if 
you mean that. 

 

Q. No? 

A. No, we didn't have any play pieces in those days, no. 

 

Q. Did you go to another school after that? Did you go to High School? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So, what age were you when you left school? 

A. Oh, I would be about fourteen I presume. 

 

Q. Would you have stayed longer if you'd have had the chance? 

A. No, I didn't have that, <..pause..> I didn't have an awful nice stepmother dear. 

 

Q. What was your first full-time job? 

A. My first full-time job was Deanston Mill. 

 

Q. And how did you get the job? 

A. Through my auntie Sara. My sight was so bad that she went and got a specialist in to 
have my eyes seen to and I got a job as a weaver. 

 

Q. How did you learn the job? 

A. Oh well you were trained. I had three cousins at the same factory. You were trained. 

 

Q. Can you remember what hours you worked? 

A. Hours, yes. We had to start at eight o'clock in the morning and we had a lunch break, I 
don't know whether it would be one or twelve o'clock. And then we had finished at five 
o'clock at night. 

 

Q. Did you have a break for your meal? 
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A. Oh yes, uh-huh. And then we had a cup of tea about three o'clock in the afternoon, Lady 
Muir sent down tea, no sugar in it but milk in it. She gave us that privilege of giving us a 
cup of tea at three o'clock when I worked in Deanston Mill. 

 

Q. And could you explain what you did? 

A. I was a weaver. I had four looms. 

 

Q. And was the work hard? 

A. Very hard work, very, very hard work. And I had to have a nice white apron on a Monday 
morning when you started. A beautiful white apron when you started. 

 

Q. How much were you paid? 

A. Now, that dear I couldn't tell you, I really couldn't tell you what our wages were. But we 
got a bonus of fifteen per cent. I really can't tell you, I can't remember what the wages 
were. But I know when it came to holiday time in the month of July it was half a crown a 
week put away for us and it came to about six pounds something in July and that was our 
holiday pay. That's Deanston Mill. 

 

Q. Do you feel that the money that you got was enough? 

A. Oh we were quite happy, we weren't so disgruntled as they are today. We didnae have 
any discos or any such thing as they have nowadays. We were quite happy. I can assure 
you we were quite happy. 

 

Q. Did you stay with your aunt Sara when you were working there? 

A. Yes I stayed with my aunt there. 

 

Q. And did you give her all of your money? 

A. No, no she would take board money, no, no she just took board money. 

 

Q. So, what did you spend the rest of your money on? 

A. Well, you had to buy clothes hadn't you, and cosmetics too? 

 

Q. What other jobs were there in the mill? 

A. Well, the weaving and there was the spinning, I don't know anything about the spinning. 
That's all I know. 

 

Q. Did men and women work together? 

A. No, no, no. We had a man attended our machines. If anything went wrong with our loom 
we had what we termed a tenter. 

 

Q. How did you get on with the other people that you worked with? 

A. Fine, I'd never any trouble I enjoyed my work. 

 

Q. Could you talk and relax at your work sometimes? 

A. Oh no, oh not on the weaving dear. Oh no you couldn't do that, you had to watch your 
machine. Oh yes, oh no you couldn't, you got a break at three o'clock for a cup of tea. Oh 
no you didn't get any time to relax, you'd relax at dinner-time when you got your lunch. 
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Q. How did your employer treat you? 

A. Oh I've no complaint about him. None whatever, Henderson, Macfarlane the whole lot of 
them. I still come in contact with some of their widows. 

 

Q. Was there a Trade Union there? 

A. No, but I'll tell you what about them, <..pause..> they wouldn't, it was a Mr. Ashworth that 
was the manager and he wouldn't let a Labour member into the mill. When it came to an 
election he wouldn't let a Labour man in. We only had the Duchess of Atholl and I think it 
was a Mr. Barbour, I might be wrong there you know, but I know it was the Duchess of 
Atholl that was the Conservative candidate. But Mr. Ashworth wouldn't allow a Labour 
man in. Oh yes that's quite true. 

 

Q. How did you feel about your work? 

A. Oh well sometimes it was a wee bit worrying, you worried you know. I mean you just don't 
walk through work plain sailing, you have worry. You see if you had a length of cloth 
came off and you had any faults in it you had to go up and say to Mr. Strachan, he put it 
before a machine and showed you all your faults. You had to put up with that. 

 

Q. How long did you do the work for? 

A. How long did I work there? Well you see my sight, I had to give it up with my sight so I 
only stayed five year there. 

 

Q. So what did you do after that? 

A. I went into private service. 

 

Q. Whereabouts? 

A. I went to Mrs. Peat, the minister’s widow. And then she remarried and I went up to Orwell 
house as a cook in Kinbuck, its the Forresters in Orwell House, I don't know whether it 
still is that or not. 

 

Q. And what sort of work did you do there? 

A. Where? I was a cook at Orwell House. 

 

Q. And can you remember how much you got paid for that? 

A. I just can't mind. I mind I got a pound a week off the minister's widow, I can mind of that. 

 

Q. Was that good then? 

A. Well it wasnae good but we were quite happy we didnae have anything to spend it on did 
we? But I must have got more, I got more as a cook. And then of course I got married. 

 

Q. Did you ever work after you got married? 

A. Aye, in Orwell House 'til I had my first baby and I left. 

 

Q. Going back to when you first started work how did you spend your free time away from 
work? 
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A. We went for walks and we went to cattle shows and we went to all these kind of things, 
and it was only a matter of coppers that took you to Stirling. I think thruppence of 
fourpence took you to Stirling on a Saturday. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to any dances? 

A. Well, I wasn't awful keen on dancing, I went to dancing right enough but more as a 
sightseer. My auntie Sara put me to dancing classes and that to take me out a bit, but it 
didnae, no. 

 

Q. And how did you spend your Sundays when you were working? 

A. Well that's how I spent them. I went to church in the morning, came home went into our 
room and tidied up our room, came down and had to sit there 'til our lunch was ready and 
went for a walk in the afternoon and then we went to church in the evening and if it was a 
summer day we went for another walk in the evening. We went round to see all the 
places in Dunblane and Doune. There were no buses then. 

 

Q. Did religion mean more to you or less to you after childhood? 

A. More, I would say more, more. 

 

Q. Why do you think that was? 

A. Well, I don't know, it must have been through my father. 

 

Q. Did you take an interest in politics? 

A. Me? No, I still vote Labour though. I don't know, I'll wait and see how things go. I don't 
think Margaret Thatcher is doing a lot, you know. I mean she doesnae even have respect 
for royalty now. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on holiday when you were working? 

A. Well, when I was in Deanston Mill we went away for our holidays. We used to go to 
Portobello. That was the furthest that we went. 

 

Q. And how long did you stay there for? 

A. Oh, for a fortnight. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do? 

A. Well we went up to Edinburgh and went up to see Edinburgh Castle and all that kind of 
thing; the War Memorial and all that kind of thing. A cousin and I, she was a girl, Mary 
and I, oh yes we had a lovely holiday we always went to Edinburgh, always went to 
Portobello ‘****** Street’, Portobello. 

 

Q. Did you make new friends at this time? 

A. No, no I wouldnae say, no we'd still our old friends. No, I never made any new friends, 
no. 

 

Q. Was there any special places where young men and women could meet? 

A. No, no, no, nothing like that, no. 

 

Q. Did your aunt meet your friends? 
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A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. And did she expect to know where you were? 

A. She had to know where we were. 

 

Q. And did you have to be home by a certain time? 

A. Yes, very much. 

 

Q. What age were you when you got married? 

A. Twenty six. 

 

Q. And how long had you known your husband? 

A. No’ long enough. 

 

Q. And what age was he? 

A. Well, he was a man with three bairns. Well he was eight years older than I am. 

 

Q. And how did you meet him? 

A. Through being in that minister's widow's house. You see we had to walk from Doune to 
Dunblane and that's how I met him. 

 

Q. And whereabouts did he come from? 

A. He was an Ayrshire man but he was all his days in Stirling. He was in the First World War 
and the Second World War. 

 

Q. Was he from the same sort of background as you were? 

A. Well, I wouldn't say that, no. No, I wouldnae say that, he thought I was too learned for 
him. 

 

Q. Did you get engaged? 

A. No, no. He was a widow you couldn't expect that of a widow man. 

 

Q. Did you manage to get things like furniture and stuff for setting up home? 

A. Uh-huh, yes. 

 

Q. Did you get wedding presents? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Could you describe the wedding? 

A. Yes there was just four of us went to the church and four of us came back, and we went 
for a honeymoon to Johnston in Glasgow. 

 

Q. What did you wear for your wedding? 

A. My last year's costume but I had a two guinea hat. He was a widow man, you can't do 
that kind of thing, we had more feelings in those days. 
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Q. What was your husband's job when you were married? 

A. He worked in Argaty Quarry, and he was a good worker, he wasn't a layabout, he 
worked. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs after that? 

A. No, he worked in Argaty Quarry then they were finished and he went to various jobs. 
Then latterly he went into the Ordnance in Stirling. 

 

Q. And you were saying you were working after you got married? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. How did your husband feel about you working? 

A. Well you see he didnae think anything about it because I stayed down the Mill Row in 
Dunblane, and his mother had one house, a room and a bedroom there, and there was a 
bathroom between us and I had this room and kitchen as you entered the hall and that's 
where him and I stayed. Then I, <..pause..> when these houses were built I wasn't wanting 
to be under my mother-in-law's thumb so I put for this George Street house and I've been 
here ever since and that was fifty one years ago. I'm here in this house fifty one year. 

 

Q. Did you have any children? 

A. I had nine. 

 

Q. And was that the number of children that you wanted? 

A. We didnae have any option in these days dear. We didnae have any of your 
contraceptives or anything of that kind, did we? At least I never had, my husband 
wouldn't use them. 

 

Q. So there was no birth control available in those days then? 

A. No, I did get the option. Dr. Fairlie gave me the option of using something but, ‘Oh My 
God no it'd give you a jaundice’. He said "It’s not your religion that’s against it?" "No, no" I 
said, "I would have the jaundice working with that". 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. Oh no, no I wasn't aware, no. I couldn't believe I was having a bairn. 

 

Q. Did you read any books about birth or looking after babies? 

A. No, we used to read all Zane Grey's and all these kind of stories. At that time I could see, 
I could do a lot of reading. I can't read now though. 

 

Q. Were your children born at home? 

A. Every one of them. All born at home. 

 

Q. When one of the children was born did you get help from your family? 

A. No, they were all small. 

 

Q. Not from your aunt? 
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A. Oh, she was dead and buried by that time. I wouldnae have been in that position had she 
lived. 

 

Q. Did you have any medical help at the birth? 

A. No, the nurse came in when my first bairn was born, couldn't believe what was wrong 
with me. My mother-in-law came in and she said to her son "Oh!" she says, "You'd better 
go and get the doctor and the nurse." So, Nurse Dury came in. "Oh," she said, "the bairn 
arrived." She didn't have time to take her cap off. She said, "It's a wee girl." 

 

Q. How did you feed your first baby ? 

A. Nursed it, nursed all my bairns, breast fed them all. 

 

Q. If you needed advice who did you ask? 

A. Well Nurse Dury came in, Nurse Dury was a very conscientious nurse. When a child was 
getting weighed, if your children had to be weighed so often, she came in ever so often. 
And if she had anywhere else to go in the street she would come in and see you, just 
dropped in on you. 

 

Q. And how much did your husband have to do with the children when they were young? 

A. Very much, he was very good with the bairns, very good with the bairns. He didnae drink, 
he didn't drink, my husband, no, didnae drink, which was a consolation. 

 

Q. What kind of medical help was there at that time if you were ill? 

A. Very, very, very good. I had a bairn, my laddie was about six months old and they took 
me to Stirling Infirmary and I wasn't supposed to get over it, I'd only so long to live. And 
my husband and I, and it was Margaret and Cathy and Sonny, and Sheila was the baby 
that the bother was with. I didn't have any bother with her but I had been ill before she 
had come. And we're walking down Bridge of Allan road there and a car stopped and Dr. 
Fairlie came out. He said "Can I speak to you Mr. Hutchison?". My husband went over to 
Dr. Fairlie's car and he said "I'm pleased to tell you," he said, "there's nothing whatever 
wrong with your wife, she's not got cancer, nor tuberculous [tuberculosis] or nothing. 
She's completely cleared." And that was the first bairn that was born here in George 
Street. 

 

Q. Did you have to pay for the doctor? 

A. Yes we did, we did. But I wouldnae mind paying for my doctor if I got attention. I don't 
mind paying for my doctor if I get attention. 

 

Q. Did you know any home cures? 

A. Home cures? Oh yes, what do you mean home cures? 

 

Q. Well, for illnesses like sore throats or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh, if you had a sore throat you took honey and lemon to help your throat. And if you had 
any trouble with your nose, blockage of the nose you just put a drop of vaseline and 
rubbed it on your nose. They don't do that kind of thing now. They run to the doctor and 
get these blooming antibiotics which are not necessary. 

 

Q. How did you and your husband manage the housekeeping when you were married? 

A. No bother, alright. We had financial worries and that you know. But we survived. 
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Q. Did you know how much your husband earned? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> aye, <..pause..> when I married him? Eh, when I married my husband he'd 
two pound five a week. And I took him on with three bairns? 

 

Q. And how much did he give to you? 

A. I got his wages, he never opened his pay packet. 

 

Q. How did you decide how the money would be spent? 

A. Well, if we didnae have anything we just had to do without it. And you only had to say to 
him, I cannae do this. <..pause..> 

 

Q. How did you manage if your husband was ill or out of work? 

A. Aye, och aye we had the nurse came in and seen us? 

 

Q. How did you manage for money if he was out of work or ill? 

A. Och we managed, we had to manage dear, we had to manage, we didnae have bank 
loans and that. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Oh we did, we had an awful struggle we had a definite struggle, we did have a struggle 
right enough but we were happy. 

 

Q. If any of your neighbours were ill or confined to their beds did anybody help out? 

A. Well, our neighbours were a wee bit more independent, they had families of their own. I 
didnae seek any help. 

 

Q. Where you lived did everybody have the same standard of living? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you think yourself a member of a class like working class or middle class? 

A. No, working class we were working class. 

 

Q. Where did people do most of their shopping then? 

A. Up the High Street, but we had to go to Lipton's in Stirling. We went to Lipton's in Stirling 

 

Q. And did any shops give tick? 

A. Oh yes, Abernethy's up the High Street. 

 

Q. Were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. No, no, no. 

 

Q. Was your area a friendly place? 

A. Much friendlier then than it is now, yes. 
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Q. What memories do you have of the Second World War? 

A. Oh my man joined it and my step-son joined it. But they didn't go away, my laddie went to 
Lossiemouth in the R.A.F. And my man he went and watched the Queen Elizabeth down 
in Clydebank. 

 

Q. So, was family life quite difficult during the war? 

A. No, I don't think it was as difficult as it is nowadays. 

 

Q. How did you manage with the rationing? 

A. We managed fine. I don't know how we managed it but we did manage. I mean what we 
could do then we can do now. 

 

Q. Have you any memories of the First World War? 

A. No, no I stayed in Duntocher when the First World War broke out. I was with my 
stepmother then. I know the days were awful good before the outbreak of that war. I 
mean we were very happy before the outbreak of that war but I havenae much 
recollection of it. I remember the blackouts and that kind of thing. 

 

Q. Yes. Well thank you very much.
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Q. Right, I'll just start by asking you what year were you born. 

A. 1905. 

 

Q. And where was that? 

A. Up at the Co-Operative in Cambusbarron Main Street. Where it is now, the Co-Operative is now, it was 
a wee cottage at that time. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. Oh just a wee while. My father came from Bannockburn and he had a job in the mine. There was a mine 
down at the Mill Road, down at the Mill in Cambusbarron. And he was eh; <..pause..> this mine you 
walked through to; he had a wee donkey. My mother; they flitted down to the cottage and this wee; my 
sister was born down there and my father, he was working in the mine and the mine went from the Mill 
Road right under the Touch Hills right up to the 'Limestone burn', and they got lime out of that. But after 
that I suppose it would run out. My father was always at the sinking of the pits round about Bo’ness, he 
belonged to Bo’ness. And he was at the sinking of the Mill Hall Pit, along with other men of course, and 
the first piece of coal that came out of it, <..pause..> one of my brothers took it up to Cambusbarron 
School. And what fascinated me with the old school, they had a, <..pause..> the whole length of the main 
hall had a glass case and there was every description of eggs from the smallest to an Ostrich Egg. One 
of my brothers was a sailor and he brought an Ostrich Egg from Dakar and it was painted with a big 
Palm Tree and Dakar on it. Where they went to I don't know! But the first piece of coal that came out of 
Mill Hall my brother took it up to that display cabinet. We don't know where these things are now. And 
then we moved, my mother moved to that old house that still stands in the North End. The fish man, 
Tom Stewart got it for the First World War for eh, <..pause..> hay for his, <..pause..> what we call "Queys," 
(it was young cattle his father had) for the hay, so it was exempt from getting knocked down. There was 
only a part of the cottage left and that was the bit he got. And, <..pause..> it was an old stone floor with 
the two set in beds and the big range and the swee for the kettle. My brothers were all in the pit and 
they, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What age were you then they moved to that cottage? 

A. Well, wait a minute, I couldn't have been more than about five or six. 

 

Q. And how many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. Nine brothers. I have seven brothers above me, and my sister, my father said I spoiled his football 
team, and I'd two brothers, I'd three brothers, two brothers below my sister and the youngest one only 
lived to seven months. What the Doctor Laidlaw said was silent pneumonia. They call it cot deaths 
nowadays. And after that, <..pause..> the war, I'd four brothers went to the war and my oldest brother, my 
father and my oldest brother fell out about it. My oldest brother, my father went in and got him exempt 
because there were six of us at the school. There were two of my oldest brothers and us two, my sister 
and I, and the two younger brothers were at the school. Half of the school was barricaded off for 
soldiers. In the other half we got our lessons 'til half past three, we got out early. And eh, och it was, 
<..pause..> just the usual school days, you know. 

 

Q. So was your father always a miner or? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. <..pause..> Did he do something before that? 

A. No he was always a miner. He was always at the sinking of the pits. And then he got a contract in the 
Mill Hall Pit. But he, och he, <..pause..> he just, <..pause..> he had the six boys working with him right 
enough. But eh, that was before the war. 
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Q. Did your mother work before she got married? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Before she got married? 

A. Oh yes, I think she was in Domestic Service, eh, Farm Service because my grandfather was a 
ploughman round by Ayrshire direction and then they went to lbrox in Glasgow and that's where they 
stayed. 

 

Q. Did she ever work after she got married and had the kids? 

A. No. She couldnae, my goodness six, seven big laddies in the house! And she always believed in giving 
them something to do. She says, "Give them something to do," she says, "and they'll not get into 
mischief." And one of my brothers, she always said was as good as a lassie in the house. He was, she 
said, he could do anything. And eh, then of course they gradually got married, after they came out of the 
army, they gradually got married. And James, the one that brought the Ostrich Egg, he went with Lord 
Jellico, <..pause..> touring Australia, New Zealand and these places. But he was in the Jutland fighting 
and he went to the Army, he went to the Navy, <..pause..> eh, [at] seventeen and a half, he said he was 
eighteen. However, em. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Yes my mother always went to the church and she had my sister and I sitting each side of her. 

 

Q. What church was that? 

A. The Church of Scotland up there in Cambusbarron. Bruce Memorial. 

 

Q. Were they interested in politics at all? 

A. No, but my father was a right Conservative. 

 

Q. Was he? 

A. Well at that time we, <..pause..> we used to go round to the school playground when it was election time, 
some would have blue ribbons and some would have a red rosette and oh, rivalry, you know. But he 
wasnae that way inclined. He didnae bother much about it, they were too busy with the family I think. 

 

Q. What did they do in their spare time if they had any? 

A. Well. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did they have any hobbies or was your mum in The Women's Guild or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh, my mother went to The Co-Operative Guild. She was a member for years in The Co-Operative 
Guild. But eh, her health failed and then one of my brothers; <..pause..> 1932, he was killed in Mill Hall 
and after that my mother; <..pause..> a year after it she collapsed and she never got over it. But my father 
lived until he was sixty nine. But eh, then the new houses got up. But we had the dry closets in the old 
houses and this, <..pause..> Cambusbarron was the last place round this district that got the wet closets. 
Because my husband, at 1926 we were married, and my husband used to joke about, "I'm going away 
on this bus"; they had the, there used to be what we used to call the 'Yellow Peril' and he would take the 
bus into Stirling and walk to Cowane Street to go to the toilet there because he never liked that dry 
closet. We had it, my sister and I had it scrubbed, the woodwork, scrubbed white and all round about 
scrubbed white and it was kept immaculately clean right enough but oh, he hated it, that was in 1926! 
So that's not that, <..pause..> but I mean everybody had wet closets eh, the running water long before 
that, but Cambusbarron was the last. 

 

Q. So did your parents ever have anybody else staying with them apart from the children? Did they have 
any lodgers? No? 

A. No. They couldnae, my goodness! Two big set-in beds in the kitchen and a stone floor. 

 

Q. And was there one bedroom then? 



 427 

A. Two bedrooms and eh, we had a single end, what we called a single end next door. It was the first door, 
<..pause..> you'll see it, it stands there yet, and I got that when I was married. I stayed in that single end 
and it was a lovely wee single end, for one person. There was a nice wee white sink and there was a 
big; I had a big brass bed and oh, I wish I'd kept it. Oh, it was a brute of a bed but after we flitted up to 
the new houses we had to; <..pause..> there was no room for a big bed. 

 

Q. So when you were children did your mother do all the housework herself or did she ever pay anybody to 
help? 

A. No. Oh yes she always had eh, after they started to work eh, she had to get somebody in for to keep an 
eye on us and that. And after I got older, between eleven and twelve, I used to do the pit clothes. We 
used to eh, we termed it ‘dad’ them. We used to dad them against the wall for to get the <..pause..> dust 
off them, because it was moleskins they wore in those days. And then when eh, now and again they 
would get a wash but my father always declared it took all the stiffness out of them. And when they 
worked in Mill Hall they used to work at the coal face and sometimes working among water. Well, they 
had to walk from Mill Hall to Cambusbarron and sometimes in severe frost, the Moleskins would almost 
stand themselves! Frosted! We had to try and, air them at the fire, those big wooden clotheshorses 
round the fire. 

 

Q. So when you were children, she had somebody helping her then did she? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. And did she pay somebody to help her or did they just? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. Well at that time a shilling was a lot of money. You got a penny for the gas. My mother would 
never give you; <..pause..> When the gas man came, he loaded up the pennies out the meter. My mother 
wouldnae give us a penny she would put them, whatever was left in this jelly jar at the side of the meter. 
She would give you two ha'pennys or a ha'penny but not a penny. And you got a penneth of gas that did 
the whole night, on the wee mantle. 

 

Q. Was it a young girl that would come in to help? 

A. No. It was an elderly person that they knew. 

 

Q. And what did this person do? Did they do the washing and that? 

A. She just kept an eye on us and did one or two, <..pause..> the boys’ clothes and that. But my mother used 
to if possible, put things to the laundry, like the laddies’ shirts and that, their dress shirts and that. 

 

Q. You've already said some things that you did as a child, tasks in the house and that, what other sort of 
things did you do? 

A. Well we went to The <..pause..> Band of Hope. When we went to the foot of the road, that North End 
used to be only the breadth of a bus. You had to stand in a doorway for to let the bus past. There was 
hardly that between each wall for the wee bus to pass down. It was Jim, <..pause..> Will McKenzie by that 
time. And we used to go to the lamp at the foot of the brae to play and there was a well there, a big iron 
well, we had them all round about the village; and the man up the stair used to put up his window and 
he used to say "Make less noise down there!" We would meet in The Band of Hope. There was an old 
church stood in the middle of The Brae and it was a lovely, beautiful church and the velvet where the, 
<..pause..> preacher stood was just; oh, it wasnae much broader than that cabinet and it was red velvet I 
can mind. And we had Cantatas and things like that. And that Miss ****** I don't know if you've went to 
Miss ****** did you? Peggy and I used to sing, <..pause..> oh, what was it? 'Count your Blessings', and 
we'd stand as proud as be. And we had white frocks and because I thought I was the King, <..pause..> the 
Queen of everything, mine was lacy and Peggy's was plain. Oh, we used to rival in good fun. But the 
racket before we went into The Band of Hope! We would be down there an hour before it would open, 
you know. What a noise it was! 

 

Q. What other sort of household chores though did you do when you were a child, sort of housework? How 
did you help your mother? 

A. Well it was a stone floor and my mother got a piece of, she bought a piece of cork linoleum about two 
and a half by two and a half yards for the centre of the floor. Well under the; <..pause..> we'd to scrub the 
tables and scrub the chairs after the boys had their dinner. My father was very particular about them. 
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Whenever they lifted the black kettle off and filled this wee wooden tub they had all to wash their hands 
right up to their elbows before they sat down to eat their dinner. And then after that the kettle was boiled 
again and they all got turn about for a good bath. And they used to get it, <..pause..> they used to say, 
dinnae wash their backs, it weakened their back. That's what they said! And eh, of course our laddies 
wouldnae hear tell of that, they wanted their backs. <..pause..> Well we'd to stand and stretch out our wee 
hands and arms, you know, stretch, one on each side for to rub the soap and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was that every night? 

A. Every day they came home they were black faces. And then they got the baths in. They got the baths 
in, <..pause..> now wait a minute, it must have been before 1926 because my man came home clean. He 
was on the night shift. He was constant night shift. And eh, <..pause..> when they got the baths in it was 
a, <..pause..> what a relief, everything was clean. They just went in their clean 'Shifting Clothes' as they 
called them. 

 

Q. So, do you remember what kind of meals you had as a child? What things did you have to eat when you 
were little? 

A. I'll tell you. On a Monday it was washing day, Tuesday was eh, another washing day, there was a big 
wash and that. My mother made <..pause..> big; <..pause..> it was a big iron pot with the round handle at 
the top and it went on this 'swee', this hook thing, my mother called it the 'swee' and she made Kail, 
<..pause..> they called it Kail in those days and my father he liked the vegetables big, he liked the leeks 
cut almost about an inch and eh, it had green Kail in it, <..pause..> everything. Well they used to say, 
<..pause..> they say nowadays that heating food again is not good for you. Well my mother would get her 
Kail in this big massive pot, maybe be half full, she would leave the lid on it and take it into the 
washhouse and leave it on the, <..pause..> we had long bars, long eh, <..pause..> stool things with bars on 
it where the tubs stood on and she would leave it there 'til the next day. Well, we got second days Kail 
on the Tuesday, Wednesday was, <..pause..> eh, Lentil soup, there was none of that left. Oh yes, and by 
the way, my mother was a great one for tatties with their jackets on, and if there was any left they were 
laid across the hob and when we came in from the school we'd take a tattie and run away out and play, 
with a tattie. But my father liked it with the skin; everybody liked them of course. They were good tatties 
in those days. And we had a big, big garden that the laddies put in stuff, especially Tom, he loved to 
work away. We had eh, gooseberries in one side, a red-current bush and a big apple tree. And James 
brought a parrot home, <..pause..> from New Zealand, a white Parrot with a yellow thing on the top. And 
they had a cage at the back door, inside the back door, and every time my mother passed, <..pause..> my 
mother had a mass of holes in her cardigan right there. It's beak would go out, you see. So eh, my 
father he liked a dram and if he was coming in the back gate, "Pint of beer for Polly, pint of beer for 
Polly!" He says, "I'll throttle that one's neck!" Well on the Thursday, <..pause..> oh, we'd tattie soup on the 
Thursday and everybody liked it, but we hadnae any boiled tatties on that day, that time. And eh, we 
had plenty bread and my two youngest brothers went up to the Co-Operative and it was in the middle of 
the brae in Cambusbarron with a pillow slip, a clean white bolster slip, not a pillow slip a bolster slip and 
bring down eight half loaves. Eight loaves but they were all together. They were all together, joined, 
massive, like that! There was no sliced bread in those days. And it took my mother all her time to keep a 
slice for our breakfast in the morning. Sometimes she'd give us a wee bit extra and I remember going to 
school, a wee bit extra porridge for eh, <..pause..> eh, to make up for the bread because she made up so 
many pieces. And mind you the pieces were made up in the morning, not at night, my father didnae 
approve of that, and they had tin piece boxes that fitted into one another. Long shaped piece boxes, the 
shape of a slice of bread with the rounded top and the, the flat. <..pause..> Then if they brought home a 
bit of a piece or that; my husband used to have one, and if he brought home a piece of that bread from 
the pit our bairns, my bairns used to love to eat that! They said there was something in the, <..pause..> 
that bread from the gasses of the pit was eh, beneficial to them, you know what I mean? Then on the 
Friday, Friday was aye a greetin' match, well especially every second Friday because the pit only paid 
them fortnightly and my mother aye went in to Stirling to meet my father to get her butcher meat from 
Harry James. Well, she'd be home with big eh, slices and slices of sliced sausage, black pudding, oh, 
the lot. A big, big parcel of stuff and it was, <..pause..> we called it a ‘Fryday’, the fryday. Well we'd, Lizzie 
and I, my sister, took turn about, this Friday afternoon was my afternoon off the school, it was a greetin' 
match, "I’m not staying off!" Because auld baldie Grierson was giving us a row for staying off. It was us 
that got the row, it wasnae our folk! But Liz had got out o' it not so bad, but I didnae. I was more 
sensitive. Lizzie was a sort of tomboy style, <..pause..> she couldn't care less. Anyway that afternoon I'd 
have that grate shining, the fire out, no kettle eh, the kettle was shining, black-lead kettle, the floor 
washed and under the table, and under the table there was a big, <..pause..> the set-in beds were there 
and the table in front of it. White scrubbed table, two chairs; under that was all whitened, a white piped 
'Quide' we called it and eh, under the sink, there was a wee sink there, and that was our back door. It 
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was like a French window and eh, that was all whitened. And we had two steps down that was 
whitewashed too. And I had everything shining, well, <..pause..> the boys came home about the back of 
three o'clock for their dinner and I should have; <..pause..> we were to make porridge, my mother had the; 
<..pause..> it wasn't a cooker in those days it was the top of an old fashioned cooker, you know that iron 
thing, and two rings, just beside the sink, between the sink and the fireplace, it was shining . Been 
washed and eh, the porridge was supposed to be made for these laddies coming in. One of my laddies 
used to go away down to the farm with a big jug for to get skimmed milk after he came home from the 
school and eh, the big jug would be in right enough, there was no porridge made, everything shining, 
fire out, <..pause..> and then there was a row, I got it for not having the kettle boiled. However that would, 
<..pause..> they never bothered because it happened every time I was on duty as we called it but when 
Lizzie was on, when it was her turn she would have the porridge made but nothing done, <..pause..> she 
wouldnae even have the floor swept! She wouldnae even have the table set! And the table had the two 
leaves that you opened up and it was a big square table in the centre and then all the chairs round 
about. You took these chairs out the back, up these two steps out the front eh, out the back door and, 
we had a big garden, of course I told you, and at each side of this path was a wall and we took them out 
there and; <..pause..> to dry. Scrubbed them outside! So eh. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did your father ever help your mother with any housework or? <..pause..> 

A. No. No. 

 

Q. <..pause..> With the kids, when you were little or anything? 

A. No, he made more fuss of my granddaughter, my oldest one that went away there a wee while ago. 

 

Q. Did he ever do any repairs to the house or? <..pause..> 

A. No. 

 

Q. <..pause..> Decorating? 

A. No! No way would he do anything! I've known my father sitting at the fire, burning, big horse hair chairs, 
and it was the rag rug in the front of the fireplace. I've known my father sitting and shouting on my 
mother to come from the top of the garden to lift the kettle off the fire. That's true! He wouldn't lift a 
thing! 

 

Q. Did he ever go shopping with her? 

A. No. When my mother went in and got her wages, went up to the butcher’s and that, she'd come home 
herself with this big, <..pause...> laden with, <..pause..> a big basket, one of these baskets with the 
handle on the top, square basket, with these things. He wouldnae lift a thing. Never lifted a cup for 
himself! Oh! <..pause..> There were too many laddies helping eh, dancing attendance to him. 

 

Q. What about playing with you when you were children? Would he play with you, play games with you and 
things like that? 

A. No. He would follow the boys playing football. But that's about all. He would go maybe down to the field. 
But they would rather not have him there because my father was a, <..pause...> in his young day, 
<..pause..> was great for running, any sport! In fact my sister has a brass kettle belonging to him that he 
won. And he used to, <..pause..> he won a big marble clock and anybody, you going in and saying "Oh 
that's a nice clock" "Oh take it away with you!" that's his style. He would give anybody anything. And he 
was too openhanded that's why he, <..pause..> when his contract was, <..pause..> when they were doing 
away with the contractors. <..pause..> But he was too openhanded because eh, he was giving to 
everybody. Money and everything! And this brass kettle, it was up on the dresser, it was an old-
fashioned dresser with the wee, <..pause..> eh, wee drawers and then there were the big drawers. There 
were three drawers and the centre drawer was for socks alone, and we had to darn the socks. And then 
there was the two doors at the front. One door here, this was, it was only <..pause..> the big shelf at the 
top was only for bread alone. It was white with flour and eh, she kept maybe her knives and things at 
the bottom. But see these drawers, unless; it was only the socks we were allowed to go into, we 
werenae allowed to touch any of these drawers. My mother kept her insurance books and things like 
that in it and if we got, <..pause..> we got our fingers rattled. Well she had this brass kettle and two fancy 
wee teapot things, they were cheap things, ornaments on it and two big what do you call them? Crystal 
plates, they werenae crystal but they were glass plates. She liked her ornaments. And eh, somebody 
admired the kettle, "Ach, tak' it awa' with you!" "Indeed you will not," she says, "that's the only thing I'm 
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left with." Because he was winning prizes right left and centre <..pause..> when he was young like, when 
they were in Bo'ness. 

 

Q. Was this for football? 

A. It was for football and running. He was a great one for sport when he, in his young days. A big strapping 
man he was. Anyway he never; <..pause..> Unless our laddies, as I say, our laddies didnae like when he 
went down to the football park. And at that time they were playing in a muddy park and eh, my father 
would be shouting at them, "Do this, do that," they used to say “I wish,” they told my mother, "Tell him to 
stay out the road!" (laughs) 

 

Q. What about special occasions, birthdays, Christmas, Easter, did you celebrate them when you were 
little? 

A. No, we hadnae. <..pause..> Not unless we went to Soirées with The Band of Hope and the Sunday 
School and things like that. That was the only time. But I mind after eh, <..pause..> just after I left the 
school, the two lassies, <..pause..> they're dead now, they used to stay here, this used to be the Hayford 
Square, <..pause..> and I walked from here to the Whins of Milton; it was a wee old fashioned hut, the St. 
Valentine’s dance it was. We were dancing with our coats on, it was that cold and the laddies had 
scarves and everything on. And we walked that road, we never thought anything of it. You cannae walk 
the roads now! I mean when I'm looking after my granddaughter across the road and the grandson, if 
Mary's going any place eh, I'll say "Mary I'm looking after them my way," I says, "if she's not in by half 
past nine," I says, "I'll know the reason." I says, "I'm not going to have it." So Mary put the dare on them. 

 

Q. What about books, did you have lots of books in the house? 

A. We weren't, <..pause..> eh, no. Not unless it was a Burn’s book. Great Burns's folk, my father was a great 
one for singing Burns's songs. 

 

Q. Were you in the library at all? 

A. No. Wait a minute, I cannae mind if we had, <..pause..> no, we had no library. I mind of buying a 'Home 
Chat' and it was only tuppence and I was standing just right there at the fire and I just had bought it and 
I turned it over and my father snatched it from me and threw it on the fire. 

 

Q. What was that? Was it a magazine or? <..pause..> 

A. "Get a sock in your hand and do some darning!" 

 

Q. What age were you then? 

A. I would be just about twelve or thirteen. 

 

Q. Was it like a comic or? <..pause..> 

A. No, it was a story. 'Home Chat' was eh, one like what you buy, these ‘People's Friend’ but it was a wee 
book and it was just these love stories that were in it. And you know, I couldnae forgive my father after 
that. I thought it was a terrible <..pause..> mean thing to do. But, "Get a sock in your hand!" He didnae like 
to see you idle. My sister had to sit with a darning needle and sometimes I've seen her not bothering 
doing it and she would just pick up the sock when my father came in sight. 

 

Q. Did you ever get taken out visiting friends, neighbours, relations? 

A. I was never away from Bo'ness. I was at the Lithgae games, Linlithgow they call it now. But we, my 
friend; I went to Bo'ness to my father's folk. Lizzie went to my mother's folk in eh, Ibrox. 

 

Q. Was this for a holiday like? 

A. Holiday. Our holidays. And when there were the fairs at Linlithgow and eh, Bo'ness Fairs, <..pause..> my 
chum and I used to go <..pause..> to there. But they call them Lithgae, the folk in Linlithgow call it Lithgae 
and we had got into the habit of calling it Lithgae too. But my aunty, my father's only sister stayed in 
Bo'ness and we went there for our summer holidays. 

 

Q. Was that the whole of the summer holidays? 
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A. No, just for a wee while. They had families of their own. My goodness, my aunty Janet had about eight I 
think. 

 

Q. Did you ever have a holiday together, all of you, mum, dad and all of you? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Do you ever remember a wedding in the family when you were little? Do you remember anything about 
it? 

A. No. When my brothers came home from the war they got married but eh, the first one, the second 
oldest brother he was married in Camelon but we werenae at the wedding. There was a woman, that 
woman that did the cleaning up and <..pause..> looking after us, she came out and kept us company for 
the weekend. But we werenae at any of their weddings that I know of. No, I dinnae mind of being at any 
of their weddings. 

 

Q. Could you tell me how you would spend a Sunday when you were a child? 

A. Sunday! You wouldnae dare lift a pair of scissors to cut your nails. My mother used to say that all the 
Sundays of the world would come down on your head if you cut your nails on a Sunday. Oh, <..pause..> 
what! No. We came home from the Sunday School, <..pause..> no, we went to church with my mother 
then we went to the Sunday School. We had to come home and take off our good things. And this used 
to be a big park right round here and it would go over, <..pause..> we used to call it Dobbie’s Park, and 
play there with our old clothes on. You werenae allowed to go out with your Sunday things. 

 

Q. But you could play outside? 

A. Yes, get your old clothes. <..pause..> You had <..pause..> old things to change when you came home from 
the school. You had a decent frock or a decent skirt or whatever you had. 

 

Q. So as a child who did you play with? Would it just be your brothers and your sister? <..pause..> 

A. No. <..pause..> 

 

Q. <..pause..> Or neighbours' children? 

A. No, we went up the Hayford Square on North End and played with the neighbours there. 

 

Q. And were you allowed to play with whoever you pleased? 

A. Yes! 

 

Q. It didn't matter? <..pause..> 

A. No. We were all friendly and I mean you could eh, go up to anybody's door and say, "Is Peggy coming 
out?" or, "Is Bella coming out?" 

 

Q. So what sort of games did you play then when you were? <..pause..> 

A. Eh, Peever, <..pause..> and eh, Rounders. Well what they, <..pause..> like Cricket now, I don't know what 
they call it now. This Hayford Square was eh, a big building there and a building this way, <..pause..> and 
this was all grass, it was drying greens of course, and we used to play there many a time. In fact we 
used to watch eh, <..pause..> what do you call him? <..pause..> Geordie Starkey, no that wasnae Geordie, 
Geordie was the brother. Big Starkey the wrestler, eh, hammer thrower. He used to practice there and 
by Jove there was a lot of ducking about! And mind you, bairn-like, you were aye running forward, you 
know, watching and you were chased because he had a big, <..pause..> eh, thon big ball thing he was 
practicing with. But they stayed up in the Hayford Square. They had, it was eh, <..pause..> the stone stair 
up and then it was up to the iron stair and then there was an iron, with all the wee holes eh, <..pause..> 
iron landing. And there were two doors and the Starkeys; when this person went out, their family was 
big too, they got the two houses together. I mind of the Starkeys staying there. 

 

Q. So were you allowed to get dirty when you played? Was that not bothered about? 

A. My mother didnae bother much because we were in hot water all the time washing eh, for the; <..pause..> 
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Q. And how did you spend your free time after school and weekends, were you allowed to play or did you 
have to come in and do homework first or? <..pause..> 

A. Well no. Oh, no. We didnae bother much about the school, I don't think. I wasnae that fond of it. I liked 
Cookery or housework eh, when I was at the school, when it was cookery day. But eh, on a Saturday 
afternoon, <..pause..> my mother used to say in the morning; "If you wash my floor" she says, "I'll give you 
a sixpence." Well that sixpence took us to The Electric. [Picture House] There's a, <..pause..> I think, 
<..pause..> I don't know whether it's a garage or what, down the middle of the Craigs, we used to call it 
The Electric. Well it was three ha'penny to get in, <..pause..> and all your, <..pause..> It was Pearl White it 
was. Oh, we followed the serial, you know. And then you walked home with maybe a pennyworth of 
spoiled fruit out of, <..pause..> eh, at the top of the Craigs there was a Fruit Shop and you got maybe a 
banana if it was turned, maybe freckled, you know, and an apple that had been, <..pause..> all the bad bit 
cut off and; <..pause..> quite happy walking down the road. We didnae spend money on, <..pause..> there 
werenae many buses right enough, but eh, we had a rare; <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you get pocket money even if you didn't wash the floor or do something? Would you get pocket 
money anyway? 

A. Yes. My mother wasn't stinting with that and then my brothers were good to us. One of my brothers 
played with Auchterarder. He was a goalkeeper, and he was awful fond of us, my sister and I and he 
brought us <..pause..> two. I remember once he brought us a pink <..pause..> pig, sweetie pig, about that 
length. And eh, I was aye awful careful. My mother had a wee cabinet, a wee box thing with a glass 
door, and I put mine in there. Lizzie ate, <..pause..> Lizzie shared hers. I got a bit of it right enough, likely. 
But anyway eh, my brothers, my two youngest brothers, <..pause..> So I decided one day for to go and 
get my wee pig. You know <..pause..> there was only one half! It, <..pause..> with it ridged there, the way it 
was fixed, you know, they had taken the one half and put the other half, put it back. My two young 
brothers, they had eaten the back half of the pig and left the front half of it exposed. (laughing) And of 
course I, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did that not cause a riot? 

A. Oh no. Och, my mother never bothered with them. She just, as long as we werenae into any mischief 
she didnae. <..pause..> We had rare fun among ourselves, you know. 

 

Q. So did you ever take part in any sports? Your brothers were keen footballers, did you ever? <..pause..> 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Were you in any Guides or Brownies or anything? 

A. I was in the Guides. In The First World War, yes. We used to go to Viewfield, <..pause..> Viewfield. 
<..pause..> It was a big hall under Viewfield Church, opposite the Station in Stirling. 

 

Q. Yes. Station Hotel. 

A. Yes. Well that big church. There was a big hall underneath, and the side, thon front door - went in there. 
And that was in the blackout. And we had to walk home in the blackout too. 

 

Q. And what sort of things did you do there? 

A. We had dumb-bells. We had thon big things that they, you know, dumb-bells. We were playing with 
them and och, we had rare fun. It was just more play than anything because it was the, with it being the 
blackout I suppose they would get the young ones, get amused, what they do now; keep them out of 
mischief. And brighten the time because it was all black. There were no lights. 

 

Q. So before you started school did you ever learn to read and write? You know, did your parents teach 
you how to read and write? 

A. Oh I cannae mind about that, but eh. <..pause..> 

 

Q. <..pause..> So how old were you when you went to school? 

A. Five. You went at five and you left at fourteen. 

 

Q. And what School was that then? 
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A. Cambusbarron School. 

 

Q. And did that take you right through.? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. <..pause..> Until you were fourteen? 

A. Fourteen, yes. Eh, if you were clever you went to The High School. Mr. Grierson or Baldie as we used 
to call him, put you through; he used to, if you were clever, the Dux Medalist and the runner-up. See, 
Mrs. Murray of Polmaise donated a silver, <..pause..>  a gold medal and a silver medal and we used to, 
after a certain time, maybe after tea-time, Mr. eh, Mrs. Grierson, I think she must have been a teacher 
at one time, she took them in hand for a couple of hours at night, the Dux Medalist and, <..pause..> well 
the ones that were competing for it. But eh, there were a lot of clever folk. That Peggy ****** was really 
awful clever. But you see, as she says , <..pause..> “I was put to Domestic Service,” for her mother, 
<..pause..> her father was a painter and eh. 

 

Q. So did you like the teachers? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. What were they like, were they quite strict? 

A. I liked Miss Hamilton. She was one of the old type. And she was a stout person, homely looking person, 
very plain. She had a wee bun at the back. But Mr. Grierson's niece, <..pause..> Miss ****** because she 
went to College and she passed all her, <..pause..> she had so many letters to her name. She had Miss 
Hamilton crying many a time and Mr. Grierson, <..pause..> Auld Baldie used to try and be the 
peacemaker for the two of them, you know. And then of course the laddies in the class, all the classes 
took Miss Hamilton's part and there was nearly a riot many a time. Oh! <..pause..> 

 

Q. Were there any punishments if a child was bad? 

A. The teacher would just send you if you were speaking. I don't know why I was sent to the Headmaster's 
room, but it was a wee room. Och it was just a wee place and just a table and a chair. Sent to the 
Master's room. I don't know whether it was for talking or what it was for but I had two marks up my arm, 
right up, <..pause..> half way up, my wrists were all swollen. I told you about it I think, and eh, my father 
came home from Stirling and when I came home from the school, I showed my mother. And my wrists 
were all swollen and this was the big blue marks, two tawse. And my father went up; he'd had a dram in 
him and he went to the side-door and Mr. Grierson says: "Right Walter, I'll see you in a minute." and 
shut the door and he must have turned the key I think. My father stood for more than an hour and never 
saw Mr. Grierson yet. He must have sat in his office until my father got tired. And my father met him 
after it; he says, he praised him for it, he says, "It was the medicine I was needing," he says, "for I don't 
know what I'd have done." With him having a dram. But that was the only time I got a punishment that I 
mind of. 

 

Q. So would that be where they would hit you with the belt? On your wrists? 

A. They gave you it on the hand and the belt was that long it went right up. And oh, <..pause..> the blue! To 
about there! Two strap marks. I can picture them yet. My wrist was swollen, my hand was swollen. 

 

Q. So what did you wear to school, was there a uniform? 

A. No. But we were all tidy enough, right enough. But we'd the old boots, the heavy boots on, you know. 
And the laddies had thon tackety, what we called 'Tackety boots'. Big nails, big eh, with the top on them. 
White’s Stores up in Baker Street used to have all the stuff and many a time my mother came home 
with a bag full of; <..pause..> and heel plates, iron heel plates on the laddies boots because in those days 
they werenae, I mean they hadnae the wages and eh, for to; <..pause..> 

 

Q. Keep renewing the footwear? 

A. Yes. And the footwear was, <..pause..> and it was thon heavy harding. My brothers used to; rings round 
the middle of, <..pause..> the top of boots used to be that hard that it was all scurvy round the top of the, 
<..pause..> above the ankle. Their boots, you know, it was a hard leather. And they werenae cheap. 
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Q. So you left school at fourteen? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Would you have liked to have stayed on if you had the chance? 

A. No, no. I never liked the school, except Cookery. 

 

Q. So when you left did you have a job to go to or did you? <..pause..> 

A. I went to a job, yes. 

 

Q. And how did you get that job then? 

A. Eh, I went to Mrs. Freighter's, and her husband had the plumber's shop in eh, where, you know, that 
bird, <..pause..> em, <..pause..> that second hand shop where they have for the birds eh, welfare. 

 

Q. The P.D.S.A. in Port Street? 

A. Yes. Well he had a plumber's shop there and eh, Mrs., <..pause..> I went to 2 Glebe Avenue to work. I 
was there for nearly, a year and eight months I think I was there. 

 

Q. And how did you get that job? Did you see it in the paper or something? 

A. No. You went to an office and this lady had; you paid half a crown and she registered you down. 

 

Q. Oh, a Servant’s Register type thing? 

A. And you paid a half crown and she put them in touch with us. This lady paid half a crown. She put her 
name down too, so I got eh, Mrs. Freighter's job. But she was a grand old lady. 

 

Q. And what was that doing? 

A. General work. 

 

Q. Just sort of general maid? 

A. Just, yes, general maid. I was just myself. But she really was good. The right old type, old fashioned 
type. 

 

Q. So what were your hours there? 

A. Well, <..pause..> you got up at eh, half past six. Mrs. Freighter used to get up; <..pause..> at night, I had to 
set this tray and it was a teapot and two cups and saucers and a plate with one or two biscuits, 
digestive biscuits and a cloth on the top. Take it up the stair and she had; with him being a plumber they 
had a wee gas ring in the bathroom and she made a cup of tea for him. Well, by this time I had the 
range cleaned and the fire set and lit and eh, I just <..pause..> went on with my work. I had the front door 
to do before the breakfast and that. Mrs. Freighter made the breakfast. 

 

Q. What did you have to do at the front door? 

A. Just sweep it and eh, wash the, <..pause..> you see it was the tiled platform and then the two steps down. 
I had to wash that and wash the, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And this was before breakfast? 

A. Before breakfast. And after that eh, <..pause..> by that time you gave yourself, the hands a wash and put 
a clean apron on. Put your white apron on. Before that you had a ‘drugget apron’, they called it. It was a 
coarse, coarse apron with, <..pause..> My mother sewed tapes on mine and they had that on at first to get 
all the dirty work done and the bucket out. 

 

Q. And then would you have breakfast? 

A. You had breakfast and eh, we had our porridge, she made the porridge. We had to steep the porridge in 
a bowl at night, the oatmeal in water, and then it was a wee scullery with just a sink and the shelves for 
this pot with the, <..pause..> And you took it through and kept stirring it up 'til the, <..pause..> daren't have 
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any lumps in it! <..pause..> For her, for Mrs. Freighter coming down and she made the porridge. We had 
porridge and maybe a wee bit bacon and egg. And then after that we just had maybe a cup of tea about 
eleven o'clock. Went through the house and I cleaned round about and made beds for Mrs. Freighter. 
Oh it was, <..pause..> it wasnae hard work. 

 

Q. Right, so you got up at half six, you started at half six and did all this. And what happened then, after 
breakfast? 

A. Well you just had housework and beds to make. Of course at that time beds were eh, <..pause..> 
changing maybe the beginning of the week, changing linen sheets and things like that. White sheets 
and putting clean ones on. Mrs. Freighter would be one side and I would be the other. Oh she was good 
with me, I was fourteen. 

 

Q. Did she have any children at all? 

A. Yes. Miss Freighter was a pianist, she had children into the, <..pause..> She was a music teacher, in the 
house like. They came up to the drawing room to the; <..pause..> 

 

Q. Oh, she didn't have any children of her own? 

A. Who, Mrs.? <..pause..> 

 

Q. Mrs. Freighter. 

A. Yes. She had two boys and a girl. But the girl, well she wasnae a girl when I was there. She was much 
older than me. But she was a music teacher and one of the sons was coming out to be a lawyer. He 
was in Edinburgh, he was in the <..pause..> University. And the other son, he passed his time as an 
architect, he went to Belfast. But they were; <..pause..> I enjoyed it. 

 

Q. Your quarters, what were they like? 

A. There was a wee single bed there and a wee chest of drawers and a wee chair opposite the wee 
scullery that I had, but eh. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So you were the only servant? So you were on your own then? 

A. Yes. Oh I liked being myself. My sister, she went to big places. She went to the <..pause..> castle in 
Dunblane. And then she went up to Netherbridge, she went up to the shooting with them. But she liked 
being in the big places with a lot of servants, but I liked being on my own. 

 

Q. So what time would you finish in a day then? 

A. You daren't take your cuffs off your, <..pause..> in the afternoon, after two o'clock you had the dinner 
things, what was; well, Freighter's used to have a dinner, some of them hadn't dinner. <..pause..> The 
places, that I went to had their dinners at night, but she had a dinner through the day. And you'd leather, 
eh, rubber cuffs with a stud there, and a black frock on and a wee apron on for two o'clock. You daren't 
take that off, we washed dishes; I've seen me taking it off and inside the cuffs would be soaking, my 
frock would be soaking, in case somebody came to the door. 

 

Q. I see. 

A. Anybody coming to the door and I had my sleeves up, she would, Mrs. Freighter would hit the roof. 

 

Q. So would that be about eight o'clock at night then that you finished? 

A. Ten. 

 

Q. Ten? 

A. You daren't take your cuffs off 'til ten o'clock at night. That's in all the places that I was in. 

 

Q. And how many days a week? Did you get a day off? 

A. Yes, we got Wednesday afternoon off and a Sunday afternoon off. That was all. 
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Q. And what did you do on your days off? 

A. Come right home. 

 

Q. So what were your wages like for your first job? 

A. Well, I got twenty six shillings, <..pause..> eh, a month. And my mother asked, the reason I left, my 
mother asked me to ask for a rise. Well the following month I got twenty seven, I got a shilling of a rise. 
She says, "If that's all your worth," she says, "tell her you're not coming back." So I had to work a 
fortnight, you had to work a fortnight’s notice . But if you left, the word would go back to the, <..pause..> 
that office place. <..pause..> 

 

Q. That you were unreliable, sort of thing? 

A. Yes, they would, eh, query me, you see what I mean. "Why did you leave it?" And if it was something 
that they could rectify they would go to the mistress, they would notify her, you see what I mean. Oh 
they, they were good. I liked going to there for my places. 

 

Q. So how long were you there, about a year and? <..pause..> 

A. About a year and eight months. And then this person asked my mother, she asked if I was working and 
my mother said no. Oh to let you understand, <..pause..> when I was working my sister was at home and, 
<..pause..> she would get tired. <..pause..> My mother hadn't the where-with-all to give her pocket money 
and things like that because as I say, my brothers were married. My sister wanted to go away to 
Service, I had to come home. Robert my brother, he says, "Here, you're coming home." So I would be 
at home for nearly a year and I'd get fed up and I says, "Och, I cannae be doing with this." And my 
mother used to send me up for to get my two wee nephews, two wee tots, "Bring the bairns down here." 
I was fed up looking at the bairns and I said "I'm going away back for a place." So I went into this place 
and I got a job at eh. <..pause..> No, this person asked my mother if I was working and she said no. 
"Well," she says, "I've got a job in Paisley," she says, "I'm needing a housemaid to come with me. A 
young person. Would you like to go?" My mother tackled me. I went to Paisley to be a housemaid and it 
was a Miss Ronald, they were of the carpet folk in Paisley or something. She eh, <..pause..> I hadn't 
much to do because she had a nurse, night and day, looking after her. 

 

Q. So she had a nurse looking after her? 

A. And eh, Miss Ledingham, she was the cook. I was there for nearly two years. 

 

Q. Was it just the same sort of job? 

A. It was supposed to have been a house, and table-maid but Miss Ronald was almost in her bed all the 
time; that I hadn't much to do in the table unless set a tray for her and a tray for the nurse. And eh, it 
was one of; a big massive house. And the drawing room, oh, the furniture was out of this world! It was 
yon black ebony, fine, fine chairs, you know, the fine legs and they were all covered with white sheets. I 
had no work to do there. And I had no work, unless just keep the front door clean. They had a massive 
porch place, but eh, at that time if you cleaned it once a week it would, <..pause..> There were never 
anybody visited. The big doors were always kept shut. 

 

Q. What were your hours like there then? 

A. Well it was the same there! Eh, well I wasn't doing any black-leading or that but eh, you were up 
between, about seven o'clock at the very latest and eh, I had my porch and my front door to do. I had to 
do it every day but it wasn't really needing it because there was nobody there. But there was a lot of 
glass. The big wooden door was like as big as that window. But this was nearly all glass and then the 
inside door was eh, glass, you know. I made work in that place. 

 

Q. So did you get any time off, days off there? 

A. Oh yes. But it was that far out. We had to walk along in the dark from eh, what was the name of the 
place? I can't mind the name of the place just now, I should mind it too. Along the big railings right into 
Paisley and it was the River Cart at the other side of the railings; this was the road and that was the 
River Cart. But I went to the; my nights off, I went to this Gaelic thing. This wee side street had meetings 
eh, Christian meetings, but it was all in Gaelic. I couldn't understand it right enough but it was 
somewhere where we had to go. But other times again, my mother she dared me, she said "Don't you 
be walking the streets." I said "I've no intention of walking the streets. I'm too feared." I used to get the 
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bus, <..pause..> eh, the tram from Paisley to Ibrox, and it was all fields in these days, eh, fields for miles 
and miles between Paisley and Ibrox, and my grandpa stayed in Elizabeth Street in Ibrox, and I had to 
go there. And I had to account for where I, "Where have you been? What were you doing?" Oh, heck! 
And then they chased me away early for to, "You'd better get away early." Well, you didn't, in Service, 
you didn't like going in before ten o'clock. But I went down and Miss Ronald, I told Miss Ronald. She 
said, "Oh come anytime," she said, " if you don't feel like going out, stay in your room," she said, "or go 
round the grounds." 

 

Q. So were your wages better there? 

A. Two ten, <..pause..> a month. I jumped from twenty seven pound eh, shillings to two pound ten. 

 

Q. Quite a jump then? 

A. Yes, and then I took a wearying, there wasn't much to, <..pause..> right enough I was leading the ladies’ 
life of it right enough, but eh, I wearied to come back to Stirling. And I got a job in Stirling. 

 

Q. So how long were you at Paisley? 

A. Eh, nearly two years. And I got a job in Stirling. 

 

Q. Was that through the agency again, the Servant’s Register again? 

A. Yes, the Servant Register. I couldn't mind the name of it. But eh. <..pause..> 

 

Q. The same sort of thing? 

A. Yes the same thing. 

 

Q. Where about was that? 

A. The Royal Gardens, Yellowlees. The solicitor’s folk I went to. Oh and I mind once, <..pause..> eh, I used 
to walk across the King's Park home to Cambusbarron, down the North End to my mother's. And I says 
"I'm not going." She says, "It's time you were away. It's coming to about twenty minutes to ten, away to 
your job." She was a great stickler for chasing you. So, "I'm not going back there." Mr. and Mrs. 
Yellowlees and the two, she had only one wee lassie at that time, would go to her friends. Her folk, her 
sister still stayed in Glasgow and they would go there for the weekend, and I, <..pause..> that number 7 
Royal Gardens had a wee attic window at the top, well that was our bedroom. They made it into a 
bedroom for the maid and eh, I was only myself there. And I always slept with the window open and you 
could hear the; at that time it was 'Little Ireland' at the Raploch. It had a lot of Irish eh, immigrants, they 
used to have pigs and what not. Well they were, I mean they were, <..pause..> eh, decent enough, decent 
folk right enough. But on a Saturday night, Friday night and a Saturday night they used to walk in from 
the town along the Back Walk and I could here them fighting with one another and swearing and 
carrying on and I was terrified and I used to say to my mother, "I'm not going back there," I'd say, "I 
have to sleep in that place myself." Saturday night and Sunday night and eh, "Aye you'll go back! Aye 
you'll go back!" (laughs) I had to go back. But that was the only thing, I was terrified but I was there for a 
while there to and then I got married. 

 

Q. Was it just the same hours again? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And wages, were they any better? 

A. They were just the same. And I went to Glenelm that's number; the end house at Park Place. I was 
married out of that house, I went as a house, table-maid there and I was getting on great as a table-
maid, 1926 I got married. 

 

Q. Did you start work there when you got married, did you say? 

A. No. I was there; I got married out of there. 

 

Q. Oh I see. So how long were you at Royal Gardens? 
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A. I wasn't very long because eh, I don't know what happened whether they, <..pause..> oh they wanted a 
nanny for the wee girl and she was expecting another baby or something. 

 

Q. So then you got that other job in Park Place? 

A. Yes. House, table-maid. 

 

Q. So how did you spend your free time away from work then, when you were in Stirling? 

A. Well, I used to come and get my chums. These two girls that I went to the dancing with. And we went 
into the Park and at that time there used to be a band played in the, <..pause..> you'll see the Bandstand 
there yet. The band used to come on a Sunday afternoon and that's how you met the fellas and that, 
you know. And eh, we had many a nice time in the King's Park. That was all, you were just out walking. 

 

Q. If you stayed in what did you do? Just read or, <..pause..> knit or anything? 

A. They didn't like you to stay in. 

 

Q. They didn't like you to? 

A. No. They liked you to take your day off. Whether they maybe wanted the privacy in their own house, I 
don't know. 

 

Q. So did you make a lot of new friends when you were in service? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. <..pause..> You know, was there a sort of meeting of all the maids or anything? 

A. Oh yes, all the maids and then they criticized the mistresses. (laughing) 

 

Q. Where did you meet? 

A. Well we used to meet, there was a chip shop in Friar Street and you got a plate of peas or a bag of 
chips for very little and we used to walk our separate ways. We'd come down the Corn Exchange, I 
would go to the Glebe eh, Agnes Wilson she would go away to Laurelhill Place. Agnes and I were 
chums, I had more to do with her. She came from Falkirk. 

 

Q. So what age were you when you got married then? 

A. Twenty two. 

 

Q. And how long had you known your husband? 

A. Oh I knew him for a long while before that. I was eighteen when we used to meet in the Park and that. 
But off and on for a long while 'til we got, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So was that where you met him, at King's Park? 

A. Eh. <..pause..>  

 

Q. Or had you met him somewhere before that? 

A. No. Eh, the chap that my sister was going with, she went with him for three years, he brought him out 
to; we had a, one of my brothers my oldest brother was home from America and we had a wee tea, a 
wee sort of what they call a barbeque now, up the top of our garden. A big table out and then we had 
cakes and things, but no, heat and things, you know. Just a sort of picnic up in the top garden and he 
was out. But that was all, it was just. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So where did he come from, was he from Stirling? 

A. Cowane Street. 

 

Q. Cowane Street. And was he the same age as you when you got married? 

A. There was six months of a difference. 
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Q. So did you get engaged first? 

A. Yes. Oh no we hadnae the money for engagement rings then. I said "Och I'm not bothering about 
them." I wanted to keep the money for other things. 

 

Q. So did you save up then, before you got married? 

A. Yes, that's right. He hadn't very much to save on because with the strike being on. And then I had four 
brothers and my sister was out in America by that time and that was the time of the Wall Street Crash, 
and they had nothing to send home. And I had, there was nothing here with the strike, the 1926 strike. 

 

Q. He was a miner, was he? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So when you got married did you have a place to stay? 

A. Yes, that single end next door to my mother. 

 

Q. And how did you get that? Was there a Factor or somebody that owned those places? 

A. Yes, there was a Factor. There was a man had it. But eh, Stuart got it, they bought it off the Factor after, 
when my mother got the chance of; my mother had one of, was getting one of these houses down the 
foot of this road there and eh. <..pause..> But she never was spared to enjoy it because she broke down 
in that house and she was very ill. And eh, <..pause..> she had that, <..pause..> Parkinson's Disease, that 
shaking. That was a year after my brother was killed. And eh, she was in the Infirmary and she, my 
mother was aye chesty so she took pneumonia and eh, <..pause..> they sent her home; she was only a 
fortnight in that new house when she died. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So when you were setting up your first home then, how did you manage to get furniture and things 
together? Did you get lots of presents or? <..pause..> 

A. Well, you didn't get so many good presents as they get nowadays. If you got a pair of towels you were 
lucky, or a wee butter dish. I got an awful lot of towels and I got a lot of sheets that did me for years and 
years after it. And my father got that house, my mother and father got that house down there and I got 
a, <..pause..> up in Underwood, I got the, <..pause..> a house, a three apartment and we were in there all 
the time of the blackout. And then after the blackout was lifted and things were getting back to normal 
again, we got moved up to a five apartment house and Mary, the youngest lassie, was only five weeks 
old in February and I got the house with all the steps. About twenty nine steps. Steps down from the 
front door and then a path and then steps up to the pavement and steps down the back door. I had a 
high pram too. And Jean, Mary was five months old, Jean was four and a half and the rest. <..pause..> I 
had a wee family and a big family, and the rest were, Jim, the middle one, he was doing his eighteen 
service and the rest were getting married, so I says "Och aye." And Meg, that's the second eldest 
lassie, by this time she was in the Wrens, she was eight years in the Wrens and eh, I was left with two 
wee tots in the house, five, a big five apartment. Well, my man was invalided out of the pit the year 
before it was nationalized. The result is I never got, <..pause..> I couldn't claim any, <..pause..> coal, 
anything, the lot. 

 

Q. To go back to your wedding, what was your wedding like? Was it just a small affair? 

A. Just, <..pause..> yes. Just to the vestry, eh, not to the vestry to the Manse up at Park Place. 

 

Q. And did you manage to get any honeymoon or? <..pause..> 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did you just go straight into your house? 

A. Later on eh, <..pause..> you hadn't the money for to do anything. And later on when they did start to work, 
you had all that to make up because you got no help. 

 

Q. I was just going to ask, that was the 1926 General Strike. So how did you live then? Did you have soup 
kitchens and things, or? <..pause..> 
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A. Pardon? 

 

Q. How did you manage things? 

A. Oh, we never went to the kitchens because eh, <..pause..> eh, well, they had kitchens but eh, the coal; 
my husband’s mother and father, he was a carter with Wordie and eh, he was pretty good. It was him 
that got the big brass bed for us and got us this table and a big arm chair for us. No, it was the table and 
a settee and I wish I'd stuck to the settee, it was beautiful. It was the curly knobs like a, <..pause..> rail 
down there and the top. It was mahogany, fine, fine, mahogany and the rails, and green; I wish I'd kept 
it. And it opened out to a bed, <..pause..> and that's why, <..pause..> he got the chance of it from Sands the 
Auctioneer, so that if I needed to put another bed out, I would have the room, I would have that to open 
up. It never was used for a bed right enough. But I wish I'd kept a hold of it. You think on all these things 
after you dump them away! 

 

Q. What about your coal for the fire and food and all that, what did you do? 

A. Oh well, we had plenty coal because they all worked in the pit and we got eh. <..pause..> 

 

Q. What about during the Strike? 

A. Oh well, we had stacks of coal, you got eh, <..pause..> your coal cellar was never, <..pause..> And then the 
strike was the best summer ever the miners had. Because it was the only summer I can mind that you 
could see as many were sunburned. A miner was always pale faced and you used to go up to, the ones 
at the other end of the town used to go up the Gowan Hill and lie in the sun. And it was a scorching 
summer that we didnae need fires. But at that time, after everything got settled, we got our coal from, 
my man, <..pause..> we got our coal from Tam Ferguson, 1/3d a bag. I got two bags every week at half a 
crown. A half a crown was a lot of money. I mean it was considered three pound a good wage out the 
pit, if my husband had three pound a week. 

 

Q. Was that when you first got married? 

A. Uh huh. Most of the miners had two pound ten, but eh, my man was a hasher, <..pause..> and him and 
his mate, they used to, piecework and they all thought the world would never end, the way they were 
working. And he was considered, they were considered, there were two or three of them like himself, 
eh, good wages at three pound. 

 

Q. So did you ever work again after you got married? 

A. Well, no I had the family. I had the first three, <..pause..> quick and then eh, I had the rest and then I had 
another one. But anyway, <..pause..> eh, no. Just occasionally I've seen me; my sister-in-law up the road 
used to say, "I cannae go out." See, she was aye awful bothered with pains. "Will you go up and do a 
forenoon?" I says, "Alright." Well you only got about two shillings. Then they put it up to half a crown for 
a forenoons work. And you had to work then. 

 

Q. I see. So, how many children did you have? 

A. Seven. 

 

Q. Seven. And was that one after the other type of thing, or were you saying that you had older ones and 
then little ones? 

A. No, the first three, I had the first three quick and then I had six years rest and I had Jim. And six years 
rest when I had Malcolm, and Malcolm was six years old when Jean, four and half, Jean was, <..pause..> 
eh, then Malcolm and then Jean, six, and Jean was four and a half when Mary was born. I was forty five 
when I had Mary. 

 

Q. Forty five? 

A. I was forty when I had Jean and I was forty five, <..pause..> and they've been a blessing to me all these 
years. I mean, <..pause..> I've kept young, <..pause..> with them, the young ones. And it made me more 
determined to work because I went back after my husband was invalided out the pit, he had to get a 
light job and he got a job down Cambusbarron Mill, the Government Stores, well there wasn't much pay 
then and I went to Orchard House when I was fifty. I waited 'til Mary was passed the baby class and I 
went down to Orchard House and got a job as eh, <..pause..> well I was filling in for different ones. She 
wanted, Matron wanted me to be an Auxiliary and eh, then I worked there 'til I was sixty three. I never 
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started to work 'til I was fifty and I worked 'til sixty three. I went to the Infirmary thinking I would get a job 
at half past four to half past five, washing dishes. And the wee woman that interviewed me said "I don't 
think you'll be strong enough for doing it." Crikey! I went down to Orchard House and I had the big 
dummies and things to clean. It was harder work down there. But I stuck it out. Just sheer 
determination. 

 

Q. So did you plan, that was the number of children you wanted? <..pause..> 

A. No, <..pause..> I didn't, <..pause..> No, <..pause..> I never, <..pause..> No. 

 

Q. <..pause..> Or did you know anything about birth control in those days? 

A. Oh, I don't think so. 

 

Q. And labour itself; did you know what to expect in labour? 

A. Yes. It was no bother to me. I mean, right enough it was painful and that but after it was all by, it was 
worth it. 

 

Q. But before you had your first one, did you know what it was going to be like? 

A. No, no. Oh, and she was a big baby. 

 

Q. Were your children born at home or? <..pause..> 

A. Two were born in that wee house, the two oldest ones and the third one, I had to go to the Infirmary 
because we hadn't room, right enough. They made the, the rule came out then that eh, you had to go to 
the Infirmary if you hadn't the room. And eh, it was a visiting nurse that came. We had a nurse in the 
village, Nurse MacMillan and she came down when Colin was born, the second one, the second oldest, 
and eh, she says, "You'll need to,” <..pause..> I had to book her for Margaret, the third one, she says 
"You'll have to go to the Infirmary, there's a new rule out." She says "You've not,” <..pause..> and she'd to 
give or I had to give the doctor details of what I had in the house, you know. 

 

Q. So were the rest of them all born in the hospital as well then? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> Jim was born in the hospital. No! Malcolm was born up in eh, Underwood, <..pause..> and 
Jean was born up in Underwood. But eh, Mary, I had to go to the Infirmary with Mary because, with my 
age and that they thought they'd take me in. And they gave me all the, <..pause..> I think , <..pause..> I 
dinnae mind of Mary being born. I think I got the twilight sleep or something. 

 

Q. But were you alright? Did you go through it okay? 

A. Oh aye, they were lovely kids, lovely bairns. I never grudged one of them. 

 

Q. So how much did your husband have to do with the children then as compared to say, <..pause..> what 
your father would have to do with you? 

A. Oh he was good at eh, <..pause..> he would light the fire in the morning, when we went up to Underwood, 
he'd a big fire on for the older ones going out to their work in the morning. My oldest son, he was a 
butcher, he learned his time with Harry Wirral. And then eh, the two lassies they were on the buses. No, 
I tell a lie eh, Betty worked in Marks and Spencer's when she left the school and Margaret was with eh, 
Miss Summerville, three years with Miss Summerville. And then the order got out that they wanted more 
lassies for the munitions and the services but, <..pause..> So Margaret and Betty my two oldest girls 
decided to go to the Laundry and that was exempt. So they went to Abbey Craig Laundry. But eh, Colin, 
he wasnae old enough right enough. 

 

Q. So how did you feed all your children, did you breast feed them all? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. All of them? 

A. Everyone of them for nine months. I did. And it was, <..pause..> it was a pleasure. And I mean we were 
never one for going out, my husband and I. It was the rule that if I wanted to go to The Guild or if I 
wanted to go up to the church, I went to church every Sunday morning and eh, even when I was up on 
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the hill, he would be in the house. He says "Either you'll stay in or I'll stay in," he says, "if you're wanting 
to go out, tell me and if I'm wanting to go out I'll tell you." So, that was one rule. And I'll tell you another 
thing, he never, 'til the day that he died, he never was without a fireguard in the front of the fire. Even 
when the lassies were big, the fireguard went, <..pause..> And he never sat at the fire without putting the 
fireguard. <..pause..> It was a wee fire, <..pause..> it was a 'V' shaped one we had, not that 'V' shaped one 
and that was, <..pause..> whenever he lit a fire that went on and that was on the whole day. But oh, he 
was a stickler for that. And he always put my fire on in the morning. And then eh, but I had all the mess 
to clean up. We'd two shelves above in the kitchen, the long, in those days you got a big long shelf and 
a wee'er one and I had to wash all that down nearly every day because, urrrgh, he just. <..pause..>  

 

Q. Well at least he done it! 

A. (laughs) I couldnae say nothing because he got the fire on for me. It was a range then. But, <..pause..> 
when I wanted to clean my flues, I made too much noise. He says, "I'm going away down to the Park 
out of the road." You had to rattle the, <..pause..> you couldnae help it, there's all these things to open for 
the, <..pause..> and things at the side. You had one of these to take out and the flue brush going up and 
down it. He couldnae do with the noise. 

 

Q. So who managed the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? Was that left up to you? Did he 
give you all his wages or did he just? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. Well eh, not bad, we worked with one another. 

 

Q. You knew what he earned? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So how did you decide when money should be spent on something? Did you just say to your husband 
that you wanted to get something new or? <..pause..> 

A. No I just, <..pause..> we just worked away and everything. I used to have eh, we used to be with Lawson, 
well that kept the bairns going with school clothes. And eh. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was that like a credit thing with Lawson's shop? 

A. Yes. Lawson's, you got a book and you paid, I paid a pound every Monday morning. If I had that pound 
on a Monday morning to pay Mr. Wilson, <..pause..> that, <..pause..> I was quite happy. And I had whatever 
left for food and drink. But my mother aye maintained "Pay your rent and give them a good bite and 
keep them nice and warm." and she says; <..pause..> We had nothing for luxuries! We had no luxuries. 
But they were clean and they were, eh, they had their gym frocks on, at that time they had to have gym 
frocks for The High School eh, Betty and Mig, and the grey jersey, <..pause..> and the black stockings 
and the plain shoes. 

 

Q. So was your husband ever ill or out of work again from the 1926 strike? 

A. He was never anything else but ill. He used to have quincy throat and that sort of thing. But oh, there 
would be the strike, we would just get on our feet right when he would have a quincy throat. 

 

Q. And did you get no money if he was sick? 

A. No. He got nothing! You got no, nothing. And then we'd get on our feet again when another; there was a 
strike about 1934 I think, <..pause..> There were one or two strikes, I cannae mind the right eh, thingmy. I 
mind there was one in 1934, that's when Jim was born. And he had quincy throats five times and he had 
stomach trouble because he had to help carry eh, three men, at different times, out the pit that were 
killed with a fall. And he came home one day about eleven o'clock and somebody had given him a big 
glass of whisky. I said "What's wrong with you being home the day?" It wasnae very often he was day 
shift because he was twenty three years night shift 'til he was invalided out. And this day he came in 
and I says "What's wrong with you?" He says, "Oh, I just helped to take this man out the pit." And he 
maintained that's what turned, <..pause..> he says his stomach just turned over. But at that time there 
was, <..pause..> at Fair time and the New Year there was aye somebody killed in Mill Hall pit. 

 

Q. If neighbours were ill or confined to bed or anything like that did everybody sort of help each other out? 

A. Oh aye they did. Aye, they were good that way. 
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Q. Good community spirit then? 

A. Mmm Hmm. 

 

Q. And medical care, at that time did you have to pay to call the doctor in? 

A. Yes, you had to pay, half a crown. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was it? 

A. <..pause..> For the doctor. 

 

Q. Was that for the visit itself and whatever he would give? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Or did you have to pay again if he prescribed anything? 

A. Well expectant mothers didnae, <..pause..> eh, I didnae need the doctor much but neither did my 
husband when we were in the old house. It was only when we went up to Underwood that eh, <..pause..> 
he developed, well he had a quincy throat before we were married right enough. But eh, he was subject 
to them. Oh, they were, <..pause..> the doctor would lance it and that but that was through, <..pause..> he 
had the insurance. He had a wee insurance at the doctors. But eh, before that they would, <..pause..> eh, 
the doctor wouldnae come unless they; well they came but you got your bill in for half a crown, <..pause..> 
for a visit. And that was a lot of money, mind you, you got eh, <..pause..> because you didnae get very; 
two pound or thirty shillings was about some of their wages. When there was night shift that sometimes 
they never saw daylight, unless a Saturday night, was the only night he was in the house. He was off on 
a Saturday. But eh, <..pause..> the blackout! It was terrible trying to keep the bairns quiet and him trying 
to sleep. 

 

Q. Oh yes, right enough? 

A. But I used to sit and make a rag rug. I made a lot of rag, <..pause..> I never wasted any cloth or anything. 
I cut even their pants, the lassies knickers and socks, I used to get them to, I had them sitting round the 
kitchen, the back-kitchen, shut all the doors, let my man get sleeping, a big box and give them scissors 
each and they cut strips and strips and strips of, <..pause..> of a’ you know, round and round the 
stockings and I never wasted a thing. And the ladies, in those days you bought them their shorts, they 
wore short trousers. It was eh, melting tweed eh, melting navy blue trousers they wore and no lining in 
them and I used to cut the back of my man's shirts and sew lining in them because there was scurvy on 
their legs. But eh, that was all we did in the blackout, we did anyway. You never went out for anything. 

 

Q. Well, thank you very much. 
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1905 Shop Messenger; Shop Assistant; House Cleaner 

 
Interviewee Z2.1 
Interview Conducted 9th October 1987 
Interviewer Karen Connal 
Transcribed by Wendy Barr 
 

Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1905. 

 

Q. Where was that? 

A. Forres, Morayshire. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. Oh, 'til I was eighteen month or two years when we came to Stirling. 

 

Q. Why did you move to Stirling? 

A. My father was a gardener, he was a gardener in, <..pause..> now I don't know whether it was Fivie Castle 
at the time, he was up in that direction, he was a gardener up there, and he got a gardener's job down 
here, with a Dr. Kidson, <..pause..> he was a botanical doctor. 

 

Q. Did you have any brothers or sisters? 

A. Yes, I'd two brothers and two sisters. 

 

Q. And where were you? 

A. The middle. 

 

Q. So your father was a gardener. Did he have any other jobs before that or after that? 

A. Oh no. No. 

 

Q. No, he was always a gardener. Right now, did your mother work before she got married, do you know? 

A. Yes, she was a lady's maid. 

 

Q. Was that in Morayshire? 

A. No, she was a lady's maid in Glasgow. 

 

Q. Did she ever work after she was married and had the children? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Oh yes, we were at church. 

 

Q. What church was that? 

A. We were with Free Presbyterian. 

 

Q. And whereabouts was that in Stirling? 

A. We had, <..pause..> the Church Hall of the Baptist, the Baptist Church Hall. We had the meetings there, 
there was no minister here, there was just students came through from Edinburgh every weekend. 

 

Q. Were they ever interested in politics? Did they take an interest in politics? 
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A. Oh well, I think they did, but they were, <..pause..> Unionists and I don't know what they, <..pause..> 
whether it was Tories. We just used to hear them talking, you know when we were children. 

 

Q. What did they do in the spare time? 

A. My father and mother? 

 

Q. Yes. Did they have any hobbies? 

A. They had a plot over in Viewforth, the big house, Viewforth, and they would do gardening to help 
themselves, you know, for our own use. And then my father looked after a greenhouse for a lady in 
Abercrombie Place, and he was out morning and night, before and after his work, just to look after the 
grapes and tomatoes. 

 

Q. Did he get paid for that, or was that just? <..pause..> 

A. The payment he got; the lady used what she required, and he could sell so many, and the rest, he gave 
the money to her. 

 

Q. Was your mother ever in the Women's Guild, or any organizations like that? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. The first house that you have memories of, that would be where you moved to in Stirling. Whereabouts 
was it in Stirling? 

A. Wellgreen in Stirling. 

 

Q. Can you remember what it was like? How many rooms? The furniture? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, we had, <..pause..> oh I can't remember the furniture, but I remember we had two rooms, and a 
scullery and a toilet inside. 

 

Q. And what about sleeping arrangements? Where did everybody sleep? 

A. Oh no, I can't remember. I can remember mother and father going to, like a ceilidh, what they called a 
ceilidh, and they were Highland people, <..pause..> came from the north, and they very, very seldom went 
out, but occasionally there was a ceilidh. And I remember them going to a ceilidh, and the four of us 
were quite young, and we were in a bedroom. Oh, mother did keep lodgers at that time, a lodger, one 
lodger and I remember her having a cat. We had a cat, and this she left, with the lodger, in charge of us. 
Well she asked if he would keep an eye on us at night before they came home, and he said he would. 
And the following day when she asked if we had been okay, he said, "Yes, but," he says, "you don't 
need to ask me again to look after your children, because the cat looks after them!" He says, "Because 
when I went into the room to see that they were okay,” (We must have been, <..pause..> the four of us 
must have been sleeping, two in the one bed and we just used to have a bed that we could; a ‘Hurly’ we 
called it and we could push it under the big bed, and the two girls slept in that.) <..pause..> And he said 
when he came in, the cat's fur got up, and it was spitting at him. So he says, "You don't need anybody 
to look after your children." So, that's all I can remember. I can remember the Hurly, and I can 
remember the big bed, but I can't remember the furniture. 

 

Q. So was this lodger a young man, was he? 

A. I've a faint recollection, and I know his name but I can't place him, because I was only very young then. 

 

Q. Did you know what he did, what was his job? 

A. No, I've no idea. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all her housework herself? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. <..pause..> Or did she ever get anybody in to help? 

A. No, no. 
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Q. Can you describe what sort of chores she did? Do you remember what things she used to do? 

A. Oh well, washing, cooking, sewing. She would make; <..pause..> she would turn her clothes you know, 
outside in and re-make them again. Or if somebody gave her; <..pause..> my father's boss was very good 
at giving. <..pause..> He had two daughters, and he used to send her clothes down to my mother for the 
girls, and she would sort them all to suit her own two daughters, you see. And these were things she 
did. Well when you could do things like that, lots of people would come with things to alter and that, and 
she would do it, but got no, nothing for it you know, she just did it. <..pause..> ‘Til she began to get, 
<..pause..> wise to herself, and she stopped it because she was neglecting her own <..pause..> things, 
because so many people were coming and wanting it done, you see, for nothing, and she was the type 
that wouldn't take payment. So, that's all, <..pause..> and she was a lovely knitter, she used to make 
lovely, <..pause..> mostly stockings, knickerbockers that, <..pause..> a lot of the men wore, and she used to 
make lovely knickerbocker stockings. 

 

Q. You were saying washing. Was it an outside wash-house? 

A. Yes, there was an outside wash-house there, but I can't remember whether it had running water, or not. 
I can't remember that. 

 

Q. What about personal washing arrangements? You said you had a toilet? 

A. Yes, we had a toilet, but no bathroom. 

 

Q. So was that just the tin bath in front of the fire? 

A. That was all. Big fire on, and a bath there. 

 

Q. Did your father ever help your mother with any jobs in the house? 

A. No. Not then. He did later on in life, but not then. 

 

Q. Would he look after you as children, to let your mother go out on her own? 

A. Oh mother never ever went out on her own. No, never. 

 

Q. Would he do improvements to the house, or repairs, or things like that? Decorating maybe? 

A. Not as far as I can mind. I've no recollection of him doing anything like that. Well, mostly we were out 
playing. The weather was different, you know, we had nicer summer weather, and we'd drier weather in 
the winter, maybe very cold, frosty weather but drier. 

 

Q. Did you and your brothers and sisters have jobs to do around the house then? Did you have set tasks 
that you had to do? 

A. I did. My older sister wasn't what you would say exceptionally strong. She was strong enough, she was 
a big healthy girl but she got a fright when she was fourteen, <..pause..> it went to her head, and she 
never was right after that. So the bulk of the work, any work that was, <..pause..> it was me that had to 
help. But I did help. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do? Can you remember? 

A. Oh, I would clean windows, or wash and dry dishes and scrub down the stairs, things like that. 

 

Q. So did you continue to do these jobs after you left school? Did you always help out in the house? 

A. <..pause..> Yes, I would take my turn, more especially doing the windows for I could go outside, stand 
outside; this was when we shifted to another house. And we were upstairs in the other house, and I 
could stand outside, doing the windows. And then I started; mother would, <..pause..> her neighbours 
weren't able to do it; she would get me to do their windows as well, you know, because I was young and 
able to go standing outside their high windows. Well there was two stories. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Whereabouts were you living then? 

A. That was in George Street, just across from the Wellgreen. 
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Q. What kind of meals did you have as a child? 

A. Mostly porridge in the morning, and a cup of tea and toast, and soup, homemade soup, and an awful lot 
of sheep's heads, you know, they used to buy the sheep's heads, and make sheep's head broth. And 
potatoes and salt herring was a great favourite of my mother and father, so of course we had to take 
potatoes and salt herring, and home-baked stuff for tea, scones and oatcakes, pancakes and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you have anything different on Sundays? Was that a different meal for a Sunday? 

A. Well, in these days you see, their wages were very small and it was a luxury to get a piece of meat, that 
I can't remember just exactly what we would have on a Sunday. As we got bigger, as we were able to 
start work, I started running with papers when I was ten, I think it was ten, or between ten and eleven, 
and I used to scrub down the stairs for this lady that had the paper shop. I used to do her, <..pause..> oh, 
what do you call it, her, <..pause..> fireplace, blacklead her fireplace. One Saturday I did her fireplace, the 
following week, I scrubbed the stairs down, then she would give me half a crown, that was my, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was that when you were ten and eleven? 

A. Yes, <..pause..> and a pancake. I would also go down to three old maids, down at Clayslaps, we called it, 
a house, Clayslaps, over the metal bridge in Stirling. You know where the metal bridge is? Down 
Goosecroft, down there, and I used to go down there, and there were three old maids; very old, at least 
to me, they were very, very old, I'd be about, say, eleven then, and I used to do their messages for 
them, and my reward would be beautiful pancakes, homemade pancakes with apricot jam. Oh they 
were lovely! And a big bunch of flowers for my mother, big bunch of flowers up for my mother. And I 
went down there every Saturday, for, oh, I don't know how long, I can't remember the time now. And 
then eventually, before I would be about twelve I think or thirteen, <..pause..> I started working in the Co-
Operative as a message girl, just out at nights, 'til I was fourteen and then when I was fourteen, the 
boss said to me “What would I like to do?” I says, "I'd like to go into the dressmaking." But he didn't 
have an opening for me. He says, "What about coming to the counter?" So I started at the counter at 
fourteen. 

 

Q. So, while you are talking about the Co-Op, where did your parents do most of their shopping when you 
were small? 

A. At the Co-Op. 

 

Q. And where was it at that time? 

A. Well we had a grocer's shop in the Craigs, there. 

 

Q. That was a Co-Op? 

A. That was the Co-Op. There were grocer shops in different parts of the town, but that was the place that 
they shopped in. 

 

Q. And did they get mostly everything there? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Shoes and clothes, things like that too?, 

A. Oh no, no, that was only groceries. The shoe shop was in Friar Street. And the drapery shop was in 
King Street. But that was just groceries. There was a grocers, and then next door there was a butchers 
Co-Op. So that was where mostly the people shopped. 

 

Q. Do you remember any of the other shops around Stirling when you were little? 

A. Oh, there was a place we called Mack’s Stores in King Street. There was McCullough & Young at King 
Street, looking down Friar Street. Well, MacAree's was still there, and, <..pause..> there were quite a lot of 
shops that we remember. There was a Menzies or ‘Mingies’, Menzies we used to call it, a grocer's shop, 
just not far from the Co-Operative, a private dealer. And then there was a Miss Johnson the fish shop 
and oh, there was an awful lot of shops. I can remember quite a lot of them. Brodie the baker and, 
<..pause..> quite a lot of shops. 
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Q. So, when you were small, did you celebrate special occasions like birthdays, Christmas, New Year, 
Easter? 

A. We celebrated, <..pause..> oh just normal, you got your present for your birthday, and you didn't get very 
much for Christmas, you didn't get very much for birthday either, maybe a halfpenny or a penny! That 
was a big thing because they didn't have the money. But we; <..pause..> Christmas time we used to get 
an orange and an apple and a pencil. Very, very seldom, <..pause..> one year I remember getting a doll, 
but that was just one year. (laughs) But you didn't celebrate Christmas the way they do today. 

 

Q. What about New Year? Were you allowed up for New Year celebrations? 

A. No, I don't think, <..pause..> I can't remember if we'd a celebration at New Year. 

 

Q. Easter? Did you roll your eggs or anything? 

A. No, no. We rolled our eggs, but that was all. 

 

Q. Now, did your parents ever participate in games with you, as children, either indoors or outdoors? 
Would they play games with you? 

A. When we became older, when we were maybe say, fifteen, sixteen or seventeen, we used to play 
‘Catch the Ten’ and cards at night. But that was the only game we played, ‘Catch the Ten’ with maybe 
four of us or six of us sitting playing ‘Catch the Ten’, otherwise, no. My father was a piper, and we were 
all interested in listening to the pipes. We were all very fond of the pipes. My two brothers were pipers, 
and we used to have, <..pause..> they used to go round; we had a big green, very, very big green, and 
instead of playing the pipes in the house, they used to go outside and play the pipes, and of course you 
seen all the windows going up, and everybody listening to them. So, we were very interested in that. 
<..pause..> That was the only game. The only other time; I don't remember my mother playing with us, but 
I can remember playing Skipping Ropes and the young, <..pause..> at that time maybe say, I would be 
say, roughly would be, we would be girls, and the young ladies, eighteen and nineteen, maybe over 
that, would come out and play with us at Skipping Ropes, you know, and they would play with us. But 
that was the only games that they played with, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What sort of games did you play then, as children? <..pause..> 

A. Well we played Rounders, we played Rallies, we played Skipping Ropes, and we played Peever, and 
Ball Beds, these are things we played. 

 

Q. Ball Beds, now that's a new one. <..pause..> 

A. Yes, that was with, playing with a ball, and you had, <..pause..> you made beds,  <..pause..> like so, in a 
centre, and one, two, three, four, five, six, and you played with the ball. You rolled the ball to one, and 
then you rolled it to two, and run and catch it, and rolled it to three. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Similar to Peever, but with a ball? 

A. Just the same, but with the ball, and that was that. And then we played Rounders and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. This would be all on the street, would it? 

A. Yes, yes, <..pause..> the only place we had to play. Well we sometimes played in the Craig, the Craigs 
School, it was just beside us. And the playground, we sometimes got leave to play in there. Other times 
we would be put out. But then we played in the street. 

 

Q. What about books? Did you have lots of books in the house, or were you in the library at all? 

A. No, not in the library at that time. I don't know whether you could join the library or not, it's not like what 
it is today. But I don't, <..pause..> I've no recollection of anybody being in the library. 

 

Q. Do you remember what newspapers or magazines, or comics or that, you could get then? 

A. <..pause..> I've no, <..pause..> no, I don't know what paper my father got. I don't know if he even got a 
paper. My mother, I can remember, got ‘The People's Friend’. She'd that, <..pause..> that was one book, I 
think that was the only book, magazine, she had. I can't remember them having anything else. 
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Q. Were you taken out visiting neighbours, friends, relations? Was that sort of a day trip an outing for you 
as such? 

A. The only near relation we had was in Dalmeny, my auntie. But we only periodically, <..pause..> in fact 
there was only, I think, myself was the only one that went alone to her. Mother went occasionally to see 
her. But not very many day trips. Occasionally, if we were getting a, <..pause..> we were having a picnic, 
that was a day out for us. We'd go to the King's Park, and take our stuff with us and have a picnic. We'd 
a full afternoon there. Or we would go to the Bridge of Allan Games, and spend an afternoon there. And 
that was our holiday, we never had a holiday. Very seldom, very seldom we had a holiday. 
Occasionally. The war started and my father was lifted in the Lord Derby Scheme. That is the older, 
<..pause..> boys, who were forty and over, that was in the Lord Derby, <..pause..> eh, Kitchener's Scheme, 
<..pause..> no Lord Derby, I think it was. There was Kitchener's Scheme? They were the older ones 
anyway, and he was in it, but he wasn't abroad, and after he came out of it, after the finish of the World 
War, the First World War, his boss lost all his money in Germany, so he couldn't employ a gardener. So 
my father was working then on the railway, and that was when we had our holidays because he was 
getting a free ticket or 'Privilege' tickets. And we used to go up to my mother's home up in Lochcarron 
and we'd spend a fortnight there or maybe three weeks. My father would just look after himself. 

 

Q. Oh, I see, he didn't go? 

A. Oh no, he didn't go. He just, <..pause..> and I can remember of our hairs being in pleats, you know the 
girls, and mother would, <..pause..> we would rise at four o'clock in the morning, and get the train at five, 
and our hairs would still be in the pleats. She wouldn't take them out until we reached a certain station, 
nearer home, and then of course she started preening her daughters. And, <..pause..> so‘s they would be 
nice for her father, her mother was dead. And we spent a time there, a fortnight or three weeks there. 

 

Q. With the grandfather? 

A. With the grandfather, yes. 

 

Q. Did you enjoy that then? 

A. Very much. 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family, when you were little? Were you ever taken to a wedding? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Now Sundays. Can you tell me how you spent a typical Sunday? 

A. Oh, a typical Sunday. Up in the morning, away to church, breakfast, and away to church. Home. No 
work done at all. We weren't allowed to do any work. Cooking was all done on a Saturday. Dinner 
dishes were all left 'til Monday. Typical North of Scotland Sunday. We weren't allowed to play outside. 
We could go for a walk. My father would take us for a walk, or when we got older, we could go out 
ourself as long as we behaved ourselves, we could go out for a walk. But we would have to go out for a 
walk, tell where we would be, and come straight home. And we would have our dinner, and then we'd 
go to church again at night, six o'clock at night. Then there was always, I should have said that we had 
family worship in the morning, family worship at night, every night. But we didn't have it every morning 
because once we started working, well we had to rush to get to work. But we had family worship every 
night before we went to bed. The whole family. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So religion was quite important? 

A. Oh yes, yes. Very important. 

 

Q. Did you have different clothes for a Sunday? Did you have a special outfit for a Sunday? 

A. <..pause..> Well, in the summertime just your, you would maybe just have your summer frocks, but you 
were fresh, clean for the Sunday, and I can't really remember whether we had, <..pause..> we never could 
afford an awful lot of clothes, because wages were very, very small, and, <..pause..> used to be a novelty 
if she got anything new. I used to get handed down things! (laughs) 

 

Q. You were telling me about the games that you played as a child. Who did you play with? Would it be 
your brothers and sisters or just all the kids in the street? 
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A. Oh, all the kids, yes, all the boys and girls round the doors. 

 

Q. And your parents didn't mind who you played with, they never said? 

A. Oh no, no. We played, <..pause..> Protestant and Catholics played together, it didn't make any difference. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Yes. Oh well the boys very seldom played Jumping Ropes, but Rallies, it was boys and girls that played 
Rallies, or Rounders, it was boys and girls that played that. 

 

Q. What about you yourself, did you have any hobbies? Collect things? 

A. Knitting. I did an awful lot of knitting. I was quite young when I started knitting. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you get interested in the gardening with your father having been a gardener? 

A. No, no I didn't do anything like that. Cycling, I did a lot of cycling. No, I didn't. <..pause..> I took no interest 
in their garden. It was vegetables, you see. They didn't grow flowers or anything. Vegetables. The only 
place that he had the tomatoes, <..pause..> and the grapes was for this lady's greenhouse. But I wasn't 
interested in any of these things. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sport at all? Were you a sporty person? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. What about youth organizations? Were there Brownies or Guides? 

A. No, we didn't have anything like that, no. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the pictures? 

A. Oh yes, yes. Not often, maybe. It depended on the picture, maybe once a week, or even then you didn't 
go. That was only after you started working, when you had some money. And then you only had money 
maybe for the Saturday, and by that time, the money was finished. (laughs) You'd just play about or, 
<..pause..> I don't know, mostly what we done at night, nothing, because you had no television, you had 
no wireless, you had nothing. 

 

Q. So did you get regular pocket money at all, or was it just maybe if you were doing something special 
you would get a wee bit pocket money? 

A. You got no pocket money as a child. Very, very little. I can remember once I was awful needing money 
for to spend, a halfpenny or a penny - a halfpenny would get, get you an awful lot in these days. And I 
can remember I had got the present of a machine, a sewing machine, and I said to my mother, I was 
crying, I know I was crying, but I was very young at the time, and I know I was crying awful sore for 
money, for a halfpenny. (laughs) <..pause..> And my mother says "No". And I says, "Well I'll tell you what, 
I'll sell you the machine if you give me a halfpenny." So she bought the machine, she gave me the 
halfpenny, I never got the machine back. No, I had sold it to her for the halfpenny, and she kept me to 
that. I never got the machine back until I was married. A few years before she said you can have your 
machine. 

 

Q. (laughs) So was it worth it, for whatever you needed? <..pause..> 

A. No! The halfpenny was spent in the sweetie shop. A halfpenny, <..pause..> you used to go to the wee 
sweetie shop. There was a wee sweetie shop at the top of the, <..pause..> Brighton Place, and we used 
to call the old man and woman that was in it, they were old to us as children, Pattie's Sweetie Shop. 
Patterson was their name; and we would go into the shop and we'd say, "A halfpenny worth of ‘Chase 
me round the counter’ and he would take one out of each dish, and put it in the poke, you know. And 
you would just get a wee poke, but well, we thought we were getting, <..pause..> (laughs) all of 
everything. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Oh dear, I bet you regretted selling your sewing machine then. <..pause..> 

A. Well, at that time I wasnae sewing, you see. It, <..pause..> never bothered me. I knew it was mine, and I 
was selling it for a halfpenny! The halfpenny was more important. (laughs) 
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Q. Before you started school, did you get any lessons from your mum and dad before you started? Did 
they teach you to write your name or anything like that? 

A. No, not that I can mind, no. 

 

Q. So what age were you when you first started? 

A. Five. 

 

Q. And what school was that? 

A. Craigs School. 

 

Q. What did you think of school? 

A. Didn't like it. 

 

Q. You didn't? 

A. (laughs) No. 

 

Q. Why was that? What were the teachers like? 

A. Oh very nice. <..pause..> Oh I had no complaints of the teachers. They were very nice, every one of them. 

 

Q. Did you not like the lessons? 

A. No, I was too shy. I couldn't mix, and I'm still the same. I'm not a mixer, and I think, I would just have 
preferred to be at home. 

 

Q. So, were there any punishments for children at school then? 

A. We got the strap, only. We never, <..pause..> they were never really bad punishments, you only got the 
strap if you deserved it. If you didnae do your lessons. And it was only the strap in the hand. I didn't 
mind the strap. 

 

Q. What subjects did you get, do you remember? 

A. Well, Arithmetic, Dictation, Spelling and we got Sewing. We didn't get knitting. And, <..pause..> Drawing. 
We got all these things. 

 

Q. Did you get P.E., Gym? 

A. No, we didn't get, <..pause..> that was one thing we didn't get was Gym. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. Yes, boys and girls were in the classes right up to the Supplementary Class. And in the Supplementary 
Class, the boys were in one room and girls were in another. 

 

Q. And what class would that be? What age would they be then? 

A. That was your last class, fourteen. You were fourteen when you left. 

 

Q. Did you have a uniform at all? 

A. No, no uniform no. 

 

Q. So you just wore anything? 

A. Just, <..pause..> you could wear anything. 

 

Q. What did you do at playtimes? Did you just go out and play? 
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A. Yes, we went into the playground and played and, <..pause..> we just played. <..pause..> The boys played 
on the one side of the playground and the girls played in the other. There was sort of, <..pause..> 
separate with concrete going right up to the door, <..pause..> big door, and the boys kept to their side, we 
kept to ours. 

 

Q. So then, the Supplementary Class, you would either leave, or could you go on to another school after 
that? 

A. Well, if you won a bursary, you would go to a High School. But only if you won a bursary. And there 
were very few allowed to try the bursary. It was only a certain, <..pause..> and it was only the clever ones 
that could. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So did you never want to try for that? <..pause..> 

A. I did try, but the year that I tried the bursary was given, <..pause..> that year the bursary was won with, 
<..pause..> you were only allowed to try one year and that year it was given to a boy and a girl, twins, and 
their father was unable to work or something. There was a reason why they had got it. 

 

Q. Were you sorry about that? 

A. I wasnae sorry, because I wasnae fussin' for school! (laughs) <..pause..> But my people werenae very 
pleased, you know, they thought well, I might not have got it anyway, but there was other ones from the 
same school that might have got it, but didn't get it through this couple getting it. 

 

Q. So did you ever take up any part-time education later on in life at all? 

A. I think I went to night school for a while. 

 

Q. Would that be when you were working? 

A. That, <..pause..> I'm not just very sure of. I think I did go to night school. But I don't know whether I stayed 
long at it, or not. That I can't remember. (laughs) 

 

Q. So you left at fourteen, and were doing messages for the Co-Op at that time, and he offered you a job. 
<..pause..> 

A. As an assistant. 

 

Q. Shop assistant? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So you decided you would take that? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Can you describe your work? 

A. Well for the first good few months, I was only allowed to dust, dust the shelves and tidy the boxes and 
sort the papers, you know. I'd take it off the reams and fold it up and put it nice, so that they could use 
the paper and string, you know old string, take the knots out of old string and make it usable again and, 
<..pause..> sweep the floor and wash the looking glasses. It was a millinery department I was in and of 
course it was all filled with looking glasses, and big cases and you had to wash all that glass and 
mirrors and wash the windows, and things like that. The inside of the windows. These were the things I 
had to do. And then go messages, deliver accounts, things like that. 

 

Q. Which Co-Op was it? Whereabouts was it? 

A. The Drapery. 

 

Q. And that was in? <..pause..> 

A. King Street. 

 

Q. So did that not disillusion you at all? 
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A. Oh you got tired of that. You were dying to serve customers. (laughs) But you did get tired of it, but it 
was your job. <..pause..> You were being trained you see. 

 

Q. So when did they eventually let you behind the counter, to sell? 

A. Well I think I would be, maybe say, fifteen or you know, sixteen, before I got behind the counter. 

 

Q. Did somebody have to teach you? 

A. Yes, yes. And then you were taught how to make parcels, sort up parcels. I was taught how to alter, 
<..pause..> shorten coats or skirts or, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Oh, that was part of the job as well? 

A. Yes, I got that. Alterations. You were taught how to turn up hems, all these sort of things. I had a very 
good teacher, a Miss Cunning and, very, very strict. Very strict. 

 

Q. Miss Cunning? 

A. Miss Cunning. She was very, very strict, but she was a good teacher. Not like some of the girls today. 
Our teaching was entirely different, and we had to, <..pause..> They don't get taught today to be a shop 
assistant. You're just, <..pause..> anybody can go in and be a shop assistant today. We had to, <..pause..> 
we were taught to show the full stock of what we had. If they asked for a special thing, and they were 
determined to have a special thing, they, <..pause..> your boss would say, "Now they come in for a 
special thing, but if you show them everything you've got in the thing that they want, like in the garment 
they want, they may see something that takes their eye, and they'll buy it, so it's up to you to show. 
Never be afraid to show your stock." So we were taught, <..pause..> that was how we were taught. Well, 
today, you see, well of course, there's not the same personal service today with so many shops. And, 
but even the personal, they don't, <..pause..> you fail to ask for anything because they don't show you 
everything now, as they did in our day. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. Well, we had quarters, and at the beginning of the quarter, we were supposed to finish at half-past six at 
night, but I've seen us there 'til nine o'clock before we could get all customers out. 

 

Q. What time would you start in the morning? 

A. Half-past eight I think we started in the morning, and then we got a dinner hour. 

 

Q. Did you get a mid-morning break or mid-afternoon? 

A. Well you took it, but you weren't supposed to. Many a cursing we got from the boss for taking a cup of 
tea, we were not supposed to take it. But, we always had the sly cup of tea, just a cup of tea and maybe 
a piece, or send out for a cake or something. 

 

Q. Did you have a canteen at all? 

A. No, we had nothing like that. But you got away for your dinner, you had to be away, <..pause..> oh we got 
away for our dinner at quarter past one and we'd to be back at half-past two. And we had to be back on 
the dot. You darenae be late. 

 

Q. So did you go home for your dinner? 

A. Yes, I was able to go home and have my dinner, and back again. And half-past six we finished at night, 
that's when we were finished. At the end of the quarter we would finish at the right time. The first week 
or two of the beginning of the quarter, we were always late. A Saturday night, it would be really late. 

 

Q. So that was Monday to Saturday, did you not get a day off? 

A. Half-day. We got a half-day on Wednesday. 

 

Q. Would you get paid more for working 'til nine o'clock? 

A. No, we never got overtime. No, we didn't get any overtime. 
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Q. Did you get commission at all? 

A. No, no commission in the Co-Operative. 

 

Q. Do you remember what your wage was when you started? 

A. No, I cannae remember. All I can remember is mother saying, "I have had more good out of ******'s £1 a 
week,” <..pause..> that was what she took from me. <..pause..> “I've had more good of her £1 a week than 
I've had of any of the other ones." Well my oldest, <..pause..> my sister couldnae work, but there was two 
brothers, well one was a painter and he was only just an apprentice, so he didn't have much money. But 
the other boy, he worked in the pit and he would be days off and that, that she never knew what she 
was going to get from him. But that was her prize, "I've more good from ******'s money because it came 
in regular." I couldn't have an awful lot when she just took the £1 a week, because I hadnae an awful lot 
for clothing or anything. The only thing was we got stuff cheaper. 

 

Q. Oh, you did get discount? 

A. We did get so much off our things when we bought anything from the store. 

 

Q. Did you give all your wages to your mother? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did she give you pocket money back? 

A. She gave me back, yes. 

 

Q. Did you get holidays with pay, or sick pay at all? 

A. I never was off sick. We had holidays with pay. I never was away a holiday. 

 

Q. Did you have special clothing to wear yourself, like a uniform or that, in the shop? 

A. No, no. You just wore what you had. 

 

Q. And they didn't supply you with an allowance for maybe? <..pause..> 

A. No. 

 

Q. Could you sit down, or did you have to stay on your feet all day? 

A. Oh, you had to stay on your feet all day, you weren't allowed to sit down. You were walking about or, 
you were finding something to do, you know, tidy a drawer or tidy the corsets, or something like that. 
Tidy the corset boxes. (laughs) 

 

Q. It must have been a long day? 

A. It passed, you know. It's wonderful how it passes and you watching different customers coming in and 
seeing them getting served. 

 

Q. Did men and women work together? Was it all women in your department? 

A. Oh it was all women. There was just, <..pause..> there was one man in the heavy counter where there 
was dress material and material, bales of stuff. There was one man there, and then the boss was, 
<..pause..> the manager was a man. But that was just the two. 

 

Q. And how did you get on with the boss? Was he quite fair? 

A. He was very, <..pause..> he was a good boss, he was an awful swearer, he was quite a good boss for all 
that, and och, we got on alright with him. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you have a Work’s Club, or did you ever have work’s outings? 

A. No, we'd nothing like that, no. There wasn't an awful lot of girls, there were only two, four, six, and four 
in the millinery section. There'd be ten or twelve, that was all there was. 
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Q. Did you not have any contact with the other Co-Op departments, the grocers or? <..pause..> 

A. No, you knew them but you didn't. <..pause..> I think there was a dance once a year, and I never was a 
dancer, so I never went to it. (laughs) 

 

Q. If a worker retired, or left maybe to get married or something like that, would you give a presentation at 
all? 

A. There would be a sheet go round, and we would give her a gift from the crowd of us. Unless you were 
very, very friendly with her you didn't give a personal gift. 

 

Q. How did you feel about the work, then, itself? 

A. Oh I quite liked it, yes I quite liked it because, <..pause..> Oh, I was always going to leave! I wasn't going 
to stick it from the very beginning, but I stuck it 'til I got married! (laughs) 

 

Q. So when did you leave then? 

A. I left when I was twenty-two. 

 

Q. So that would be eight years there? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So was it just the usual, to leave when you got married? 

A. Oh well, I was different. I left and went home. 

 

Q. So you left and went home? 

A. Yes. Because I was getting married, and I was getting married to a chap my family didn't want me to 
marry. So I went home, but I came back and married him. 

 

Q. Now when you say ‘Home’, 

A. I went up, <..pause..> by that time my mother had shifted up to Argyllshire. <..pause..> My mother and 
father had shifted to Argyllshire. He was, <..pause..> he shifted to a private garden up in, <..pause..> 
Argyllshire, in Port Allan. So I went into digs. 

 

Q. Oh, you got digs then? 

A. Yes, I went into digs in Stirling. 

 

Q. Whereabouts were the digs? 

A. The digs were in Port Street, above a shop called ‘The Confections’. It was Lindsay & Low’s, was the 
confection shop, and it was above there. Just at the top of the Craigs. 

 

Q. And what did you have, just one room? 

A. Just one room, yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember how much that was, for that room? 

A. No, I cannae remember what I paid for my digs. 

 

Q. Did you still have enough to live on though? 

A. Yes, yes. I had enough to live on, and I helped give so much to my brother too, 'til he got his time out. 
He was a painter. 

 

Q. Oh, he stayed as well? 

A. He stayed as well, in Stirling, another year or something to do. So he stayed. 
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Q. Was he in digs too? 

A. Yes, he was in digs. He was in different digs, he was in digs in Bruce Street. 

 

Q. Oh, it was good you still had family there. 

A. Yes, 

 

Q. So you left work and you went back home to your parents. How long were you there, then, before you 
got married? 

A. Oh, just, I think a month or, <..pause..> No time. I ran away from home, really. 

 

Q. Did you go there to tell them you were going to get married? 

A. No, I had already told them, and that was the reason mother came to take me away. She didn't want me 
to marry him and I went up with her. 

 

Q. But you came back? 

A. But I came back, yes. 

 

Q. So you would be twenty-two when you got married then, is that right? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. How long had you known your husband? 

A. Oh, three years. 

 

Q. And what age was he? 

A. He was thirty when we got married. 

 

Q. So how did you meet? Did he come from Stirling? 

A. Well he was a friend of my brother's. He was another piper. And they used to come down and they used 
to, <..pause..> the three of them, the two brothers and him would be out playing the pipes. 

 

Q. What did he work at then? 

A. He worked in the Ordnance Store. 

 

Q. Did you get engaged at all? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And setting up home then, did you have somewhere to stay when you got married? 

A. We couldn't get houses so I just went in with his mother. We stayed with her. 

 

Q. And he stayed in Stirling? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So, did you get any furniture or that together for when you would get your own house? 

A. No, because we'd no place to put it. 

 

Q. So whereabouts did you get married? Was that in Stirling then? 

A. No, we got married in Glasgow. 

 

Q. Did you have a reception? 

A. No, just, <..pause..> we just had a Register wedding and we were with my husband's aunt, and we stayed 
with her for two or three days. 
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Q. Was that in Glasgow? 

A. In Glasgow, yes. 

 

Q. Was that your honeymoon? <..pause..> 

A. That was our honeymoon, yes. 

 

Q. Now, you had stopped work. Did you ever work again after you got married at all? 

A. Not 'til, <..pause..> I think it was during the war, I went out to do housework. My husband took pleurisy 
before the war. Yes, before the war, and it was after that I went out and did housework, just to sort of 
eke out and give him, maybe, any extras. But I went out two days a week, and then it increased to four 
days, and I did that for twenty years. I did that from, I was forty I think, 'til I was just over, <..pause..> ‘til I 
was sixty. 

 

Q. Did your husband not manage to go back to work? 

A. Yes he went back to work, he went back to work. But the Ordnance Depot didn't have very big wages. 

 

Q. Was that where he always worked? 

A. That's where he always worked, yes. 

 

Q. Did you have any children? 

A. I had three. I had two boys and a girl. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. Yes, I didn't want any more, I was quite happy with the three. 

 

Q. So did you know anything about birth control then? Was advice available? 

A. No, no. There wasn't such a thing as birth control. Your husband watched you, that you didn't, <..pause..> 
fall pregnant. 

 

Q. It was left up to the husband? 

A. It was up to him, yes. 

 

Q. What about childbirth, did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. No, no. (laughs) When I was a young girl, I thought if you got a kiss, that was you had it! (laughs) You 
knew nothing because nobody told you. 

 

Q. So were your children born at home? 

A. The oldest was born in Stirling at home. 

 

Q. Would that be at your in-laws? Were you still with your in-laws? 

A. Yes. And the youngest, <..pause..> the girl was born at my mother's, and the boy was born, <..pause..> the 
other boy was born in the Infirmary. So that I had at-home births, and I had an Infirmary birth. 

 

Q. So did you go to your mother's when you were pregnant the second time? 

A. Yes, the second time, yes. 

 

Q. When your first one was born, what sort of help did you get then? Was a doctor in attendance with you, 
at the time or? <..pause..> 

A. No, no doctor, just what they called a midwife, and it was an old lady, and it was her that attended me. 

 

Q. And your mother-in-law, did she help at the time? 
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A. No, no she didn't come in 'til after the birth was over. 

 

Q. How did you feed your children? Was it breast feeding or bottle feeding? 

A. Bottle feeding, the three of them; I wasn't able to feed them. 

 

Q. Did you have a few days in bed after the birth? 

A. Yes, you were in bed for a week to ten days after the birth, <..pause..> before you got up. 

 

Q. Was that with your second one as well? 

A. Oh yes, with ******, yes. At my mother's I was, <..pause..> I hadnae been well, I had, <..pause..> must've 
been a, <..pause..> I had taken the 'flu when I was carrying her, and the doctor said the heart was missing 
a beat, so that I hadnae been feeling right, I hadnae been well, and the afterbirth was two hours or two 
and a half hours before they could get the afterbirth away. And I was kind of frightened. 

 

Q. Who did you have in attendance then? 

A. A doctor and nurse. And he said it was the result of the 'flu while I was carrying the baby. But once I 
started picking up, well I really wasn't, I didn't pick up for maybe about six months, or nine month after, 
<..pause..> ****** was born. Before I really felt right. But I, <..pause..> both had the nurse and doctor there. 
But with ****** again in the Infirmary, I had to walk, there was no way, we were just, <..pause..> we had 
flitted into a house of our own, a new house, just a week before he came. 

 

Q. Was this the third baby? 

A. The third baby. 

 

Q. So you had still been with the mother-in-law after having the first two? 

A. No, I was in what they called a furnished room after that. I got a furnished room. I still couldn't get a 
house. There were no houses to be got. And I was in a furnished room, and that was, <..pause..> ten 
years. 

 

Q. In Stirling? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Just one room? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. With your husband and two children? 

A. Yes. And we were there ten years, and we got this house. And I got it through another midwife, it was 
her that pulled the strings to get me a house. And we had to flit a week before the baby was due. Well 
we were in a strange place, for we shifted from St. Ninians away down to the Raploch, and I didnae 
know the Raploch, and I didnae know where to go, nor neither did my husband know where to go, and 
he was as quiet as, <..pause..> even quieter than me, and we didnae mix, and we had to walk from 
Ferguson Street, walking up the town. And I started taking, <..pause..> I was in pain. I started taking them 
every three minutes. And all the length it was getting up the town, because we hadnae the money to get 
a taxi, and we, <..pause..> because we were just flitting, and we were getting furniture. 

 

Q. Were you carrying stuff and that? 

A. Yes. Well he was carrying the stuff. He was carrying my case. And had I known that I was supposed to 
go over to the police, but I didn't know anything, go to the police, and they would phone the, <..pause..> 
well I could have gone to the police and they would have got the ambulance for me, but we didn't know 
that. We knew that after, but it was too late. So we got to the Allanpark, we managed to walk to the 
Allanpark, with pains coming every wee while. And there was a bus, a miners' bus stopped to lift miners 
and of course, when they seen me, they knew where I was going, you see, and they let me in, and of 
course some of the miners got up and gave me a seat, so, <..pause..> but with being tired after walking so 
much, it was a while before the baby came. I hadnae the strength before the baby came. But they were 
very good. 
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Q. Did you get taken to the hospital then? 

A. Yes, that was me going to the hospital, to the Infirmary in the bus, you see, and I went with the bus to 
the Infirmary and of course we, <..pause..> you had still to walk to the Infirmary along Clifford Road, and 
then they came with a chair to take me in. They went to bath me. I says, "I've just had a bath” <..pause..> 
because I had a bath before I came away, because even though I had been at the clinic that day, I had 
had a bath before I went to the clinic. And when I knew my pains were on, I says to ******, "I'll take a 
bath before I go out again, and that'll save them doing anything." So I had another bath. (laughs) And of 
course, when I went to the Infirmary, "Oh, we must bath you because it's the done thing." But the nurse 
was awfully good, she says, "Just put your toes in,” <..pause..> she says, "it'll not matter" she says. She 
would see I was clean you see. "Just put your toes in, as long as you put your toes in, that's enough." 

 

Q. So it worked out all right in the end? 

A. It worked out, so that was me from four or five in the morning. But I'd been ill before that, had been in 
pain before that. The baby didnae come 'til nine. But however he came, and he was alright. 

 

Q. So who looked after the other two then, when you were in? <..pause..> 

A. My husband. He took his holidays, his week's holidays. Christmas time. 

 

Q. If you needed any advice at all about the children, who would you ask? Would it just be family, your own 
mother, your mother-in-law? Or were the doctors and nurses quite helpful then? 

A. Oh your doctors were very helpful. I never needed advice because I, <..pause..> never had any bother 
with the children. 

 

Q. There wasn't any illness or that? 

A. No, just a natural thing. 

 

Q. Now household budgeting: who managed the housekeeping? 

A. I did. 

 

Q. And did your husband just give you all the wages, or did you get an allowance or what? 

A. I got all the wages, and I bought his cigarettes for him, just cigarettes. He never went out, bar to pipe 
practice and he wasn't a heavy smoker. It was just, three packets would do him in a week. He 
occasionally would have a wee flutter on the horses, but otherwise that was all. 

 

Q. So do you know what he earned then? Can you remember what he earned? 

A. £2 5s 0d was his first wages, when we were married first. I didn't know how I was going to get the 
baby's clothes, far less anything else. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you decide on what things to buy, and how much money should be spent, or did you both decide on 
certain things? Did he just leave it up to you? 

A. He left everything to me, yes. 

 

Q. Now, you've already said during the Second World War your husband took pleurisy, is that right? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. <..pause..> And you went out housekeeping? So did you say you just carried on then for the next twenty 
years? 

A. Yes. I went out. <..pause..> My pin money! (laughs) That money, twenty-five shillings a week was what I 
got, and that was working all the time. And heavy work at that, because it's polishing and spring-
cleaning. 

 

Q. Full-time? 
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A. No, not full-time, that was just three hours. No, no, three hours a day. And that twenty-five shillings 
bought everything! (laughs) That's what my son-in-law says, he says, "That twenty-five shillings that you 
got," he says, "stretched!" (laughs) 

 

Q. I know. <..pause..> So did you not get any sick pay, with your husband being ill? 

A. Yes, he got sick pay from, <..pause..> the Depot, yes. He got sick pay from the Depot. Not very much the 
first time he was ill. The first time he took ill he was, <..pause..> thirteen shillings a week. He got, no, 
<..pause..> he didn't get pay until he took tuberculosis caused through the pleurisy, when he was what? 
<..pause..> That was in 1948 he took that. And he got sick pay then, but when he took the pleurisy he 
wasn't ‘Established’, what they call Established, he wasn't Established. And he only got insurance 
money, which was thirteen shillings a week. <..pause..> And I had a baby, ****** was only six weeks old, 
and he took the pleurisy. And that was all we had to keep us, was thirteen shillings and he wouldnae, 
<..pause..> go, he could have got off the, <..pause..> Haig, Earl Haig Fund, he could have got off that 
because he was an old soldier, and he wouldnae apply. And he could have got a, <..pause..> not a grant, 
he could have got, <..pause..> you know how the workman puts sheets round, for to get money? He could 
have got that. He wouldn't take it. He would take nothing, he would go for nothing. Wouldnae go to 
Social. Well of course there was no Social Security at that time, it was more called ‘The Parish’. He 
wouldn't go for that either. 

 

Q. But did he not mind you going out to work then? 

A. At that time, I wasn't working. It was after that I started working. No, at that time I wouldn't work. Oh he 
wasnae keen on me going out to work, oh no. Oh no, <..pause..> didnae like me going out to work. 

 

Q. Would you have the three children at that time? You would, wouldn't you? 

A. Well yes. ****** was just born at the time he took the pleurisy. I wasnae working then. Oh no, I wasnae 
working. 

 

Q. But when you went out to work at that time? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, it was a while after that before I went out to work. 

 

Q. So what happened with the children then when you were working? 

A. Well by that time, they were up. 

 

Q. Now, you were in the Raploch then with your three children. What was the community spirit like? If a 
neighbour was ill or confined to bed, did everybody help out? 

A. Not in the part I was, they didn't. Well I was a very much person, I did help the lady that was, up the 
stairs from me. But we never mixed. We weren't mixers ourselves. But I was friendly with everybody I 
met, you know. Them that was round about my part, I would speak in the passing and that, but I never 
mixed at any time, bar with the one that stayed above me. And I did help her once or twice when she 
was ill, or when she was expecting her babies. I did help her. You see a lot of them were out working, 
especially during the war, they were a lot of them out working. Well, you never saw them. 

 

Q. The medical care that was available at that time, when your husband had the pleurisy, during the 
Second World War. Did you have to pay then for prescriptions and things like that? 

A. Yes, you'd to pay for everything. It was only when the Welfare State came in, that you didn't pay. 

 

Q. So did you not get any assistance at all, if you needed pills or anything? 

A. No, I had stuff on the hire purchase system, and I went and told them my husband was ill, and would 
they leave things off until I was able to pay them. I couldnae pay them. And they said that I wasnae to 
worry, that as soon as he started working, I was to just pay them a little extra every week to bring it 
down. They were very nice. 

 

Q. Was that the Co-Op? 

A. No, that was a firm, Macree's they called it, at the end of Barnton Street, Murray Place, no, Barnton 
Street. And they were very nice, and for the rent, there was an old friend of ours paid my rent every 
week. And his sister sent maybe wood pigeons and that for to give, for ******. 
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Q. Pigeon pie? 

A. No, for to make soup and that for him, for our ******. And these were the, <..pause..> that's what kept us. 

 

Q. So people did help each other out, then? 

A. Oh yes, yes. That was friends, that wasnae neighbours, that was friends. The neighbours, no, didn't do 
anything. But then again, I didnae know the neighbours, they were all strangers to me. 

 

Q. Did everybody have much the same standard of living then? 

A. Well it depended on what work. <..pause..> The lady up the stairs from me, her husband was a bricklayer, 
and he made, <..pause..> when he was working, he made big money. I used to be, I did used to be, 
<..pause..> say, "Oh my goodness, you can afford these big tins of fruit and that, and I cannae, and my 
bairns,” <..pause..> (laughs) “I'd like to give them to my bairns just the same." But I hadnae the money to 
pay them with. But it depended on what class of work. The Depot was always a poor paid firm. It never 
was, <..pause..> we were better off when ****** retired, than what we were while he was working. Or as 
well off, when he retired as when he was working. 

 

Q. Now the Second World War. Presumably your husband wouldn't get called up then? 

A. No, not with taking pleurisy, you see. That's was one thing, they'll no' take you with pleurisy. 

 

Q. It must have been quite a hard time anyway, because you'd have the rationing then as well? 

A. Yes, it was a hard time. You see there was not much you could buy. You only got your quota of stuff. 

 

Q. Do you remember anything else about the Second World War? Have you any other memories? Did you 
have any evacuees or that? 

A. No, no evacuees. 

 

Q. Was family life disrupted at all? 

A. With the Second World War? No. It wasn't, <..pause..> oh well the oldest boy, we sent him away to my 
father's. By that time my mother was dead. We sent him away to my father's because there were two 
bombs dropped in Stirling, and we thought, "Well, at least one will be safe, if anything happens." So we 
sent him away to my father's. He was about thirteen at that time, and he was there 'til he was fourteen, 
and he came back again, and he was fourteen. But otherwise, we just had to live the same as anybody 
else, listening to the planes going over and helping Mrs. ****** with her family. When the planes were 
over she would come down the stair and we would all be together, you know, in case of anything 
happening. 

 

Q. Thank you.
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Q. So what year were you born? 

A. Well I was born in 1906, the 11
th
 of November, and I was born in Hayford Square Cambusbarron. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. Well, my mother had been in that house for ten years by the time I was born, and when she died at the 
age of eighty she had been in the house for sixty years, but my sister and I two year after that left 
Hayford Square, and went up to Gillies Hill, Cambusbarron, to a three apartment. 

 

Q. Did you just have the one sister? 

A. Yes, I had a brother William who was five years older than me, and my sister Jenny, who was five years 
younger than me. There were only the three of us? 

 

Q. So do you know how old your parents were when you were born? 

A. Well, that would be a wee bit difficult for me, <..pause..> I think, <..pause..> I'm sure my mother would be in 
her early thirties, my father likewise. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. He was a house-painter. 

 

Q. And was he a house-painter all his working life? 

A. Yes, but unfortunately he hadn't very good health, and I think at that time he had bad asthma, and I 
think the paint, there was nothing in it to help people at that time, and I think the fumes didn't help him, 
and he died at the age of fifty-one, so, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And what did your mother work as before she got married? 

A. Well my mother previous to being married, she was a loom worker in Alva, in the woollen mill. Alva had 
a lot of woollen mills at that time, and in fact my grandfather there was a pattern maker in the woollen 
mill, and there was a contingent of Germans came over to get patterns, but they couldn't get them, 
because old Dougal had them all in his head. There was nothing written down. (amused) 

 

Q. Oh, great! So what age did your mother start working in the Mill? When she left school? 

A. Oh, well, <..pause..> no, <..pause..>before she left school, when she was twelve years of age, it was a law 
nearly for them, that they paid for their schooling but at twelve years of age she worked one day at the 
Mill, and one day at school, and the teacher didn't go over the previous day's work, but actually she was 
quite a clever woman, and a beautiful singer. 

 

Q. So that was one day a week at the Mill? 

A. Yes. I see, <.pause..> 

 

Q. So did your mother work at all, after she got married? 

A. Oh well, she had to, <..pause..> she went; <..pause..> in fact she worked in the nursery, Drummond’s 
Nursery for quite a long time, and then she used to take casual jobs in the houses roundabout, to help 
the, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was that after you were born, you and your sisters? <..pause..> 
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A. Yes. 

 

Q. And who looked after you when your mother was working? 

A. Oh well, by that time we were at school, you know, <..pause..> at school. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Yes, they were very good at that. 

 

Q. And what church was that? 

A. The Church of Scotland, Cambusbarron. In fact my grandfather, my father's father was a presenter of 
music up in the Holy Rude Church, he was very musical, <..pause..> they were all, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And did they take any interest in politics?" 

A. Well, it's a funny thing, but when I, <..pause..> I never thought much about that but when I got my vote at 
eighteen at that time, I said to my mother “Oh I don't, <..pause..> I have no idea who to vote for,” <..pause..> 
“Oh, well,” she said, “your father was always blue.'” So, (laughs) I just followed suit. 

 

Q. So what did your parents do in their spare time, if they had any spare time? 

A. Well, my father played in the Cambusbarron Brass Band, <..pause..> and eh, <..pause..> my mother went to 
all the wee meetings, do you know, the Women’s Meetings and well these sort of things. In fact there 
was more going on in the village then than there is now. 

 

Q. Were they interested in sport at all, was your father? <..pause..> 

A. No, not much. Not like my brother, he was a footballer. 

 

Q. So, do you have any memories of your parents' house, the house where you were born; can you 
describe the rooms and the furniture and that? 

A. Well, we used to have, <..pause..> we always held Hallowe'en, we always dooked for apples, and all that, 
you know, and always had a good night at at Hogmanay, <..pause..> like that, you know. And I've heard 
my father and mother sitting singing duets. <..pause..> When my mother's friends, sisters and that came 
over there was always a, <..pause..> we had our own pleasures in the house you know. <..pause..> 

 

Q. And how big was the house? 

A. It was only a room and kitchen. But it was a very big room, and a very big kitchen, and, in fact we got 
outside toilets built on later, but it was great big families were brought up there, in the Square, you 
know.  

 

Q. So, where did everyone sleep then, in the house? Was there one bedroom? 

A. We'd two big beds in the big bedroom, and a bed in the kitchen. They were the set-in beds in these 
times you know. They were quite comfortable you know. Well, I don't know how they managed where 
there were some of the families in the Square. There was twelve of a family. They were all the same 
size. 

 

Q. And what about washing, how did your mother manage washing? 

A. Well washing was all, <..pause..> oh there was the great big, <..pause..> when they built the Square they 
built a great big wash-house in the middle of the Green. That had to serve the two buildings, and there 
was a row of boilers, and two rows where the tubs were, and then when some of them locked up their 
tubs, the other ones went in, and they couldnae get on but after that our, <..pause..> the block that we 
were in with eight families had two wash-houses built for their-selves, in their own green. <..pause..> So it 
was fine. 

 

Q. So did your mother ever have any lodgers, or did you just? <..pause..> 

A. Oh no. <..pause..> No. 
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Q. And did she do all the housework and washing herself? 

A. Oh yes, of course later on we helped, you know. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you have to do then? 

A. Well my mother she was great in making lovely dumplings and we'd oatcakes and we only had the wee 
fireplace, you know, <..pause..> and on a Saturday night, she used to, <..pause..> a nice big pan of stew, 
and on Saturday night we always got what we called a dookit piece in the, <..pause..> you don't get meat 
like that now you know, (amused) and that was the Sunday morning breakfast, stew; and then we 
graduated to bacon and egg and that. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So did you help with the cooking then? 

A. Not when I was young, <..pause..> no. 

 

Q. Did you have any special tasks that you had to do when you were young then? 

A. (laughs) I can hardly mind, well, <..pause..> we went for the milk and the messages and all that. 

 

Q. Did your father help your mother around the house? 

A. No. <..pause..> But he decorated it. He always kept it, <..pause..> with him being a painter, you know. 

 

Q. Was he good at looking after the children, would he look after you and your sister and brother? 

A. Aye, there was nobody else. In fact she was the one that looked after lots of the children there, they 
used to call her 'Granny Robbie', come along to let them see if she'd new shoes or a new frock or 
something on, it was always my mother they came to. 

 

Q. So, <..pause..> Sunday mornings, did you say that you had this stew? 

A. Aye, but there was porridge every morning, and I can't remember, <..pause..> but she had good meals, 
you know, ordinary meals. 

 

Q. So where did you parents do their shopping? 

A. Well, of course they shopped in the village, but in these days there was no buses into the town, but it 
was wonderful, the carts, the lorries that came round. I mean there was the bread van, you got 
everything off it, the fish men, the fruit men, lots of things, just bought at the doors. And then, if we went 
into Stirling, my mother had to carry us when we were wee. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So, did you have a Co-Op in the village? 

A. Oh yes. Oh there's always been a Co-Operative in the village ‘til this year or two, and the first Co-
operative was across the road there, in the Brae. 

 

Q. Did your mother always do the shopping, or did your father go with her to do the shopping? 

A. No, he never bothered with the shopping, no. (laughs) 

 

Q. So where would she buy clothes? Would she have to go into town for that? 

A. For clothes? Oh aye, we had to go into the town for that, we were great ones for John Brown, up Baker 
Street, he had a ladies' linen shop. We never had very much money, but we got by. 

 

Q. Did she make any of your clothes? 

A. Oh no. No. <..pause..> 

 

Q. She wasn't a knitter or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh, she was a knitter. My brother never knew what it was to buy socks, she used to knit them and send 
them to London. <..pause..> 
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Q. You were talking about how you used to celebrate Hallowe'en and Hogmanay. So, what about 
Christmas time, what sort of things did you do? 

A. Well, I can remember one Christmas, my mother took us into the town, and it was McCulloch and 
Youngs, and she spoke to this lady, and I got a, <..pause..> I was to order our presents from Santa Claus, 
and I was to get a wee piano; my brother, you know, <..pause..> with the wee hammer. <..pause..> (laughs) 
What's that again? 

 

Q. Oh, yes, a xylophone type thing? 

A. Aye. And my sister Jenny was getting a teddy bear. Well, we'd to walk out the road again and as we 
were coming out, the lady in the shop asked my mother would she deliver this parcel to somebody in 
Cambusbarron, and I said to my brother when we were walking out the road, “How does Santa Claus 
know what we were getting? It's a very strange thing, since it's in my mother's bag.” <..pause..> (laughs) 
So that shows you how long we believed in Santa Claus. Oh dearie dear. (laughs) 

 

Q. So, what did you do at New Year, when you were little, were you allowed to stay up? 

A. Late? 

 

Q. Yes? 

A. Oh well, when I got a wee bit older my brother used to be mad, <..pause..> I would sit and read and read 
and read; they would never get the light out, you know. We were always up with the lark, though. 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play games with you? 

A. Ah well, you see there was a big age between my brother and me, and me and Jenny, you know, five 
years either side, and I cannae say we played games together. 

 

Q. So, obviously, you read a lot at home? You read a lot of books then, you've just been saying? <..pause..> 

A. Oh aye, I did read a lot of books. 

 

Q. Were you in the Library? 

A. No, we didnae have a Library at that time, that's right. And you know, Mr. Adams, the Minister at that 
time was very good in giving my mother books to read, old stories about the Covenanters and all that. 
<..pause..> I think we had quite a lot of books, we had a good store of books. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you get taken out visiting a lot, friends, neighbours and relatives? 

A. Yes. Every Saturday night my mother and Jenny and I used to go along to St. Ninians to visit friends, 
and they came back the next week and visited us, and, we did quite a lot of visiting. 

 

Q. Did you enjoy that? Was that quite an outing for you? 

A. We enjoyed that. Just a way of life at that time, you know. 

 

Q. Did you have any other outings with your parents, any day trips anywhere? 

A. Well, we had the Sunday School outings. Mr. Drummond was our, <..pause..> there was an 
undenominational Sunday School down the Brae, and Mr. Drummond of the Seed Merchants was very 
good, he was our Superintendent, and we used to get our yearly trip along at his garden. And we 
marched from Cambusbarron with a band in front of us, in fact, my father and them, <..pause..> the brass 
band, and we went along there and we got a big bag of berries; that was why it was called ‘The Berry 
Trip’, as we went in and had a big rhubarb tart. And there was no tea or anything like that. We had 
games, and I actually won a book there for running, I still have it in there. 

 

Q. What about holidays, did you have any family holidays? 

A. Oh, we never had, <..pause..> maybe a day up the Wallace Monument, or a day up to the Castle, but we 
used to go over to Alva to visit my grannies, and sometimes we were there for a wee while. But we were 
never, when we were young, we were never away actually living elsewhere. 
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Q. Do you remember if there was ever a wedding in the family, when you were little, did you get to go? 

A. Well. <..pause..> No, not when I was very small. When I was in my teens, I was in a lot of weddings, but 
not at that time. 

 

Q. So, can you tell me how you would spend a Sunday? What was your routine? 

A. Oh well, we went to church and then, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was that in the morning? 

A. Aye, Sunday, <..pause..> and then we went to Sunday School. The Sunday School was at four o'clock, 
and in fact, down at the Mill there, there was an English family lived in the big house, and she started a 
Saturday Sunday School, and we used all to go down there on a Saturday afternoon. She'd this wee 
room and we sang hymns and that, had a wee cup of tea. We quite enjoyed that, we used to like that, 
so, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So why did she start that Sunday School as well? What made her start that Sunday School? 

A. I don't know. It was funny, her daughter had a letter in the paper asking if anybody remembered 
anything of their family down there, and I wrote back and told her about the Saturday Sunday School 
and her mother, and I also told her that my brother remembered her brother climbing the great big 
chimney pots at the Mill. Oh they were fathoms up to the air, you know, and the ladders had been left, 
and he climbed to the top; and she was fair interested to learn that, you know, she'd never known. 

 

Q. That's terrific. So were you taught to say prayers at night? Was that part of the teaching? 

A. Well, my parents were quite good living, but I cannae say that we did much in that line, you know, 
because we all had our prayers every morning at school. 

 

Q. Was religion quite important to you as a child, then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So, as a child who did you play with, because you were saying your brother and sister were sort of too 
young and too old, was it just the other children in the streets? 

A. Aye, <..pause..> oh we had great games, we all played oh, <..pause..> six and, <..pause..> Jumping Ropes. 
Oh, I can remember all the songs we used to sing to our Jumping Ropes and all that, and then we used 
to play Rounders, and we were, <..pause..> oh exhausted! Oh, we had plenty o' games when we were 
young. That's what the young ones are missing now, <..pause..> we had all, <..pause..> oh lovely games. 

 

Q. And would that just be out on the street? 

A. Just, well in Hayford Square, there wasnae a street, you know, I mean there was the road down, and 
there wasnae much traffic. We'd huge greens, we were really lucky, and in fact, Bob Starkey the, 
<..pause..> you know him that was the great athlete, well he lived beside us, and he used to practice just 
flinging the heavy weights and that. My brother used to run and get them, <..pause..> bring them back to 
them, you know oh, the boys had plenty to play at outside. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? Did that never bother your parents? 

A. Oh! (laughs) Oh, sometimes it was a lot o' mud, you know, oh yes, <..pause..> you'd get a wee row when 
you went in. <..pause..> I can't ever remember my father or mother hitting us. No. 

 

Q. So, were you free to play with anyone you pleased? Your parents didn't tell you that you couldn't play 
with certain children? 

A. Oh, no, <..pause..> no, we were fine. 

 

Q. So how did you spend your free time after school? What was the routine when you came home from 
school? 

A. Well, (laughs) that was us, we were out playing all the time. If it wasnae Jumping Ropes, it was 
something else, you know. We would, <..pause..> balls against the wall and all that. We used to come in 
exhausted. 
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Q. Did you have any hobbies? Did you collect things? 

A. (laughs) Reading and that <..pause..> I think that was my main hobby. 

 

Q. What about pets? Did you own any pets? Did you have any dogs or cats or things like that? 

A. Oh, well we had a lovely cat. Oh, what a clever cat! It used to go and meet my sister coming home from 
school. And my mother worked in the Nursery; he was at the top of the park waiting for her coming 
home, and the man who lived next door to us was a miner, and every three weeks he was on night-shift. 
Now how did our Tootie know? It was waiting every third week at the top of the road, and brought him 
home! Oh, it was lovely. But we never had a dog. 

 

Q. What was the cat's name? 

A. Tootie. (laughs) Oh dearie dear. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So were you in any youth organizations, like the Guides or the Brownies? 

A. Oh yes, I was in the Girl Guides, and learned all the usual things. <..pause..> My sister was in the 
Brownies, she was very good; and then my brother was in the, <..pause..> used to be a Major Murray who 
lived up in Polmaise Castle, and he, <..pause..> had the Scouts in Cambusbarron, and he rigged them all 
out with kilts and everything. Oh it was lovely. So my brother was a great scout, and the Scouts, they 
were very good. He was a great man, Mr., <..pause..> from Polmaise Castle [Major Murray] and he used 
to give the schoolchildren a treat every year. Very nice, <..pause..> and Mrs., <..pause..> eh, <..pause..> she 
used to come down at the concerts, and she used to sit with her mandolin and things. <..pause..> It was 
very nice; Mrs. Murray. But the house is empty now. 

 

Q. That's right. So what sort of treat would Major Murray organize for the school children? 

A. Ah, well, when we were too small to go away up, he sent down sweets and fruit for us, and we had 
games in the playground, but those that were able to go up to the house had milk and fruit and 
sandwiches and all that. In fact, a lot of the mothers went up too. He was very, very kind. There's 
nobody like that now. (sadly) No. 

 

Q. So did you ever get to go to the pictures, the cinema? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. When you were little? 

A. Aye, <..pause..> very fond of the pictures. 

 

Q. Did your mother take you? 

A. Oh she was a great picture fan! (laughs) When we were growing up she used to go to a matinée, and 
there was never a time she went but somebody saw her. And my sister was a conductress on the bus, 
and the first thing, <..pause..> “Jenny your mother was at the pictures the day." and Jenny would come 
home and say, "Aye, where were you the day?" "Oh just, <..pause..> eh, <..pause..> just going about,” 
<..pause..> Aye. (laughs) But she always knew! And we used to get thruppence on a Saturday afternoon. 
Now we had to walk into Stirling, and there was the old Electric Cinema down the Craigs, and it was 
tuppence to get in and then there was an old lady in the wee cottage, and she made toffee, trays of 
toffee, with the wee hammer, and we got a pennyworth of toffee with the thruppence. <..pause..> And oh, 
lovely old Pearl White and the pictures were great! And then there was the big Olympia, I don't think you 
will have known, it was down the Olympia Steps, a great big theatre. And one time we went there, it was 
a Pantomime, and all the Cambusbarron ones were a wee bit late, and the seats were all taken, but the 
Manager put us into a box, and we thought we were! <..pause..> 

 

Q. Ohh! 

A. That was the first time I heard the song "If you're Irish, come into the parlour". <..pause..> Ohhhh! Great 
big lady, no microphones or anything and her voice filled the hall. It was lovely! And then we had to walk 
home again. We were quite happy. It was thruppence it cost us. 
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Q. That was great, <..pause..> yes. So, before you went to school, were you given any lessons by your mum 
or dad? Did they teach you to read or write before? <..pause..> 

A. No, not much. Although, you know when I was in the baby class my teacher, Miss Napier, kept me in 
one night and I thought I was getting a row for something; and you know she took me away through to 
the Supplementary Class. <..pause..> Then, at Cambusbarron at that time there were six classes, there 
was no Riverside or anything you know. And I went in there, they were like men and women to me, 
<..pause..> for me to read to them. And I had to stand there and read my wee book. 

 

Q. So what age did you start school? 

A. I was only five. 

 

Q. So did you quite like school? 

A. Oh yes, I liked school. 

 

Q. What about the teachers? 

A. The teachers were very good, <..pause..> that was Miss Napier. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Were they quite strict? 

A. Oh yes. Miss Penny was our second teacher, and she was very good. On a Friday, the best one got, 
there were mixed sweets, the best one got a strawberry, <..pause..> you know the strawberry sweet? And 
the second one a pear, and then the third one got a wee handful of chocolate beans, and I got, you'll 
think I'm boasting, I'm not, but I got a strawberry that often, I used to change it for the wee chocolates. 
(amused) Then Miss Hamilton, she was very clever, she was strict. But you know, the teachers at the 
time had to have practically two classes. They had a lower and a higher class in each classroom, and 
they were very good. 

 

Q. Did they have punishments if any of the children were bad? 

A. Oh! They'd the strap! Oh aye. <..pause..> I never had the strap much, but, eh, it was a right deterrent. 
There was no carry-on. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Can you remember any of the subjects you were taught? 

A. At school? Yes, well of course, it was all general in the baby classes you know, and then, <..pause..> in 
these days we had Cookery classes, and the boys had eh, <..pause..> Fretwork and that, you know, but 
there's not anything like that today. And then we had a concert every year and the teachers taught us, 
<..pause..> we always put on a good concert at the end of the year. <..pause..> Aye. (sings) "How do you do 
sir,” <..pause..> (laughs) Oh dearie dear. <..pause..> And then, of course the First World War came, and 
half of the school at Cambusbarron was taken over by soldiers, and some of us had to go over to the 
hall and we got taught over there, so it was a right mix-up for a long, long time, <..pause..> and I 
remember when Mr. Grierson took us all out to the playground and told us the war was over. That was 
the 11th November, and my birthday, and for two or three years we used to get a holiday on the 11th 
November, and they used to say, "Oh we've got a holiday for ******'s birthday". (amused) But, <..pause..> 
it was nice. 

 

Q. Did you have a uniform to wear to school? 

A. No, no, <..pause..> we wore what we had. Sometimes it wasn't very much, but eh, we just had to get 
there, you know. 

 

Q. What age were you when you left that school? 

A. Well, I won a Marshall Trust Bursary. There were five of us went in for it, and funnily enough, Mr. 
Grierson's daughter Maisie didn't win it, and oh dear! But, <..pause..> Maisie went on to be a Journalist 
and all. You know John Grierson the film producer? Well he was the son of, <..pause..> that was Maisie's 
brother, and eh, well, you had to pay at the High School at that time, but winning the Bursary, I got 
'free'. But I walked from here to the High School every morning, you know, over the King’s Park, and I 
was there for two years but by this time my father was really ill, and there was no money coming into 
the house, so I had to give it up after my two years, but I kept my First in English the whole two years, 
and Miss Lindsay my teacher was very sorry that I was leaving. <..pause..> 
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Q. What age were you when you started the High School? 

A. I must have been about maybe twelve or thirteen. <..pause..> It's hard to remember now, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And what age were you when you left? 

A. Oh I must have been over fourteen, <..pause..> and that was why the Graham & Morton had taken over 
part of the Mill for hand-tufted carpets, and a lot of my friends were down there, <..pause..> I started down 
there at the looms, the carpets. 

 

Q. So it was called Hayford's Mill, is that right? 

A. Hayford Mill. 

 

Q. Graham & Morton bought over half of it? 

A. Yes, the small building and the top flat. Put his looms in and that. See, at one time it was a great 
woollen mill, my granny worked down there in the Mill, they made everything down there. But there 
must have been a shortage of trade or something, and it was finished, and a lot of the wool workers, the 
workmen from here left here, my mother told me, in Hayford Square, and they went down south to the 
Borders to the mills down there, so there was strangers came into Hayford Square after that. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So, you didn't have any part-time jobs while you were at school? 

A. Oh no. Oh I went on the papers at night, but we didnae get paid by the Post lady, with the papers, it was 
just if her customers gave us something, you know, maybe a penny or tuppence at the end of the week. 
Oh, I did that for a long time. 

 

Q. Did you find work at the mill as soon as you left school? Did you start at the mill? 

A. As soon as I left school. Yes. <..pause..> No! Before that, I'm sorry, I went into Stirling and I worked in, eh, 
Tindle McLellan’s shop along Barnton Street. It was a lovely shop along there. There was about, 
<..pause..> (counts) ten of us worked there between the office and the shop. 

 

Q. And what did that shop sell? What was that a grocers or something like that? 

A. They must have given up long after that. <..pause..> They sold everything. But the one counter was all the 
hams and groceries and everything. They boiled their own hams. Alan had to boil them in the big boiler 
downstairs; and then, at the side I was at, it was sweets and fruit, and then they had the big wine 
counters. They sold everything. <..pause..> 

 

Q. How did you get that job? 

A. Well, <..pause..> I don't really know, but it's funny enough, Mr. Wilson from the Riverside was the 
Manager there, and his daughter Dorothy had been in my class at the High School, and I can't 
remember if it was through that or not, I got started there. <..pause..> 

 

Q. And that was full-time, was it? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So what sort of hours did you do? 

A. Well, <..pause..> I had to walk in too, about eight o'clock in the morning, and eh, it was five o'clock at 
night. We had a lunch hour. 

 

Q. Was that Monday to Friday? 

A. Yes, <..pause..> Saturday! Monday to Saturday. We had the half-day on a Wednesday. 

 

Q. So what was your job? 

A. Well I worked at the counters, you know. <..pause..> 
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Q. Shop Assistant. I see. <..pause..> 

A. The sweets and fruit and all that, general, we just had to go about, <..pause..> and the men, I'm telling 
you, used to, there was no counting up things then, and they used to bring their big lists over to me to 
count up quick, 'cause I was younger, you know? 

 

Q. Yes, <..pause..> I see. So how long were you there? 

A. Oh I think I was just about a year and a half, or maybe two years there, and that's when I went to 
Cambusbarron Mill, for they were making more money down there, and it was nearer hand, I hadnae all 
the walking to do. 

 

Q. How did you get that job? Did you just hear about it from a friend or something? 

A. Yes, I went down and asked. They had a wee office in the left-hand side, and I just got started. 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. What were your wages at the shop in Stirling, do you remember? 

A. Oh well, I think that was about, <..pause..> ten shillings or twelve shillings a week. It wasn't any more, 
anyway. 

 

Q. And what were you going to get at the Mill? 

A. Och, I cannae, <..pause..> must just have been about fourteen shillings. It was never up to £1, you know. 

 

Q. So what was your job at the Mill to be, then? 

A. Well, I had to learn. Some of the looms, maybe there would be five or six at them, well when I started I 
had to learn to pull the big handle and all that when they shifted back and forward, and then, eh, 
everybody had so many tufts to do. So at first, I didn't have as many as the rest, and the pattern was all 
above you, and I shouldn't tell you this, but we were on one great big carpet, and you know they put me 
in the middle, and in the middle of this carpet, you'll know the kind, a great big diamond in the middle, 
and at each end of the diamond, there was a little floral bit, well it went right through the carpet. When 
the carpet was taken off the loom, the wee floral bit wasn't at the top of the diamond, <..pause..> and it 
was never spoken about. <..pause..> Ohhh! (amused) Actually, some were sitting just at the plain, filling 
in, and there was me! (laughs) But I never heard anything about it. And then I actually was on a wee 
loom myself, you know, <..pause..> for the smaller carpets. 

 

Q. So who taught you the job? 

A. Well she was, <..pause..> she's still living up at Diane Place, eh., <..pause..> MacGregor, <..pause..> Mrs. 
MacGregor. 

 

Q. How did you get on with your workmates, and Mrs. MacGregor? 

A. Oh, she was very good, <..pause..> right enough. Of course, I came to an end there when I was shoved 
down the stair, and I had the broken leg. I was eight weeks in the old Infirmary, you know, and I never 
went back. 

 

Q. So, how long were you at the Mill? 

A. Oh, it must have been two years, I think. Couldnae be much, because I was only about sixteen when I 
went to Dollar. 

 

Q. What were your hours at the Mill? 

A. Just the same as at the shop. 

 

Q. Did you get half day Wednesday? 

A. <..pause..> But I think we finished on a Friday night. 

 

Q. Did you get any breaks for meals or what, lunch-time? 

A. Ah well, I'm sure we must have, because it was a long spell you know. 
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Q. So, was it a set wage that you got, was it a standard wage, it wasn't piece-work or anything like that? 

A. Ah, no, <..pause..> I don't think, <..pause..> it was just a, <..pause..> set wage. 

 

Q. And what did you do with your money, once you had started working? 

A. Well, I had to give it to, <..pause..> my mother needed it, then, you see. 

 

Q. Did she give you pocket money back? 

A. Aye. We were never stuck for anything, <..pause..> but, we never had much money when we were young. 
<..pause..> No. 

 

Q. Did men and women work together in the Mill? 

A. No, it was all women, <..pause..> at that flat where we worked at the carpets, and there was a manager, 
he was the only man. I forget his name. Mrs. MacGregor would remember him. 

 

Q. Was there a Works’ Club? Did you have a Works’ Club at the Mill? 

A. No, <..pause..> we never had anything like that. No. 

 

Q. Was it quite a relaxed atmosphere, though; you could talk while you were working? 

A. Aye, <..pause..> well, I mean, there was never any carry, <..pause..> everybody was so intent on their own 
bit that you didn't pay much attention to, <..pause..> you were too busy watching your own, <..pause..> 
because I mean, you had to finish the same time as everybody also, before they could turn the, 
<..pause..> for the next row. 

 

Q. Was there any entertainment for employees at all? 

A. Down there? No. 

 

Q. Did you have a Trade Union? 

A. No, I don't think so. No. I was never in a Union 'til I went to the Co-Operative Bake-house? 

 

Q. So then, what happened? You broke your leg, did you say? 

A. Aye? 

 

Q. Was that at work? 

A. Yes. This other girl and I, we were sent down for something and we were, <..pause..> playing, and she 
gave me one shove and the two, <..pause..> it was a compound fracture, <..pause..> right to the bone, out 
at both sides you know. It was terrible, I was taken away into the Infirmary, it was the old Infirmary up 
Spittal Street, and I was taken down to the theatre and that, <..pause..> and when I came up I said, "Will I 
get home tonight?" And eh, "Oh yes." <..pause..> I was in for eight weeks. And I was so sorry for my 
mother, they were awfully worried about me you know. And one night, off my father's eight shillings 
insurance money she bought me a box of chocolates, and walked into Stirling and handed them in for 
me, and I never got them. (sadly) It has hurt me all my life, that, no not getting them, but for my mother 
to have bothered, you know. <..pause..> And then I was at ChartershalI Convalescent Home for a 
fortnight after that, it was very nice up there, a lovely big house, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So, did you fully recover then? 

A. <..pause..> I've had a terrible accident. Well then I went to Dollar, put my name in the Domestic Agency, 
and I went through to Dollar, and I worked to a Mrs. Hayworth who had a big boarding house for boys 
who went to the Dollar Academy. They came from all over the world, from India and abroad and 
everything, and of course they had to pay their own fees, their people were all quite well-to-do. In fact, 
there was thirty-five boys in the house, and there was five maids, and I was the kitchen-maid, and I can 
tell you I had to work! Up at six o'clock in the morning. Ohh, <..pause..> 
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Q. Describe a typical working day to me, then. You got up at six o'clock in the morning, what happened 
then? 

A. Oh well, at six o'clock, I was a maid to the other servants, practically, I'd to put the big fire on in the 
kitchen range, then I'd to set the kitchen table for the five of us, and have the porridge all boiling for the 
cook coming down. Then we had our breakfast, and then I used to peel potatoes for thirty! There was 
thirty-five boys and five of us and I was just, <..pause..> there was a man came in one day and he said, 
"Oh I wish I had you in my chip shop!" (laughs) <..pause..> And we had stovies twice a week, that was 
potatoes, oh dear, oh dear! But, <..pause..> we were very fortunate there because the school holidays, 
the boys all left to go to their own homes, and we cleaned up and that. <..pause..> But we always had 
parties, <..pause..> just the boys of the village. <..pause..> Mrs. Hayworth, she allowed us, <..pause..> and 
sometimes we had a band. And we had a big dance and a nice supper, and the crowd of us used to go 
away up past Castle Campbell away up to, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Can you remember what age you would be then? <..pause..> 

A. I was sixteen or seventeen when I was there. 

 

Q. Did you get that job as soon as you came out of Chartershall? 

A. Aye. Just after that. 

 

Q. Do you remember what your wages were like there then? 

A. Oh, twenty-five shillings a month, <..pause..> you know, when I went that day, Mrs. Hayworth gave me 
five shillings in advance, and I went right down to the Post Office and sent it away to my mother, 
because I knew she was needing it, you know. Money was money, then. Twenty-five shillings a month. 

 

Q. So, after you had done that work in the kitchen for the other servants, what did you have to do then? 

A. Ohh! I had the big kitchen to do and the front steps to do, the hall to do, the big corridors to do, help 
making the beds and all that. Then, I had all these dishes to wash, <..pause..> kitchen, <..pause..> and 
when I went into the pantry, I had all the teacups, saucers, plates all these things, in the pantry. And 
there was one boy, if there was an excuse for being off school, he was off! And he would come in and 
help me to dry the dishes, and it was lamentable! He put every saucer separate, every plate separate. 
He said, (posh accent) "Do you know, Peggy, that's why my mum can't keep her maids, they piled all 
the saucers and the plates on top of each other and they got all dim!" They got all dim! <..pause..> Oh, 
and I used to say, "Oh, Alan! Get away." <..pause..> Oh. <..pause..> It was Alan Shackleton, he was a great 
runner in England, you know. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So, what time would you finish then? 

A. Oh, my goodness, well it went on all day. You were, eh, <..pause..> had breakfast, then there was the big 
dinner, then there was high tea, when they came in, and then there was a supper. There was something 
to do all time. 

 

Q. Did you get a day off? 

A. Yes, we had a day off, but then I couldnae come from Dollar to Cambusbarron very often, you know. 

 

Q. So, you lived-in there, then? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. What were your quarters like? 

A. Oh well, five were in one room, but it was a big room. The housemaid and I slept, and the cook and the 
laundry-maid, and the table-maid, they had a bed. They were a bit above us, you see, so they had a 
bed each. And I remember one night, Julia, the table-maid, the boys fell out with her over something, 
and it was cocoa for supper that night, and they didn't like it, and all the big trays, cups, were there, and 
they filled every cup with cocoa, but didn't drink them, so that Julia would have the dishes to wash, and 
she reported them to Mrs. Hayworth. And I was out in the wash-house with Meg the laundry-maid, when 
Mrs. Hayworth came out, all the boys in a row, and Julia was out and she made them say, "Very sorry, 
Julia, very sorry." <..pause..> Oh they were laughing like anything, you know. (laughs). 

 



 476 

Q. Sounds as if you had quite a good time there. <..pause..> 

A. Oh, <..pause..> we were quite happy. 

 

Q. During the summer holidays, did you still get paid? 

A. Yes, well, <..pause..> we got off for our summer holidays, and I remember I came home for two month. I 
had a five pound note, and we'd never seen a five pound note, and when my mother saw it, oh dearie 
dear. <..pause..> But then that was for two months, you know, six weeks anyway I think; and we always 
went back and got the place in order for them. <..pause..> 

 

Q. You were talking about how you had parties and that there during the summer holidays. <..pause..> 

A. Aye, well at Christmas time we used to have a lovely party because Mrs. Hayworth was a good dealer, 
shopper in all the shops in Dollar, and all the shops sent us something up at Christmas, and that's what 
made our party. We had a lovely meal and then we invited all our; <..pause..> At the hall on a Saturday 
night, sixpence to get in, we used to go up there; and you know how little there was to do, we used to 
go down to the station and watch the nine o'clock train coming in to see who came off it! Either that, or 
walk out the Tillicoultry Road. <..pause..> 

 

Q. How long were you there? 

A. Well, I was there two and a half years, and Mrs. Hayworth was giving up the boarding house, and, 
<..pause..> her son was Sir Geoffrey Hayworth, but he was made Lord Hayworth. He was the head of 
Port Sunlight Lever Brothers, and he had married a Canadian when he was over, and came over to live 
in England at Port Sunlight, and they asked if I would go as maid. Well I was only about eighteen, I went 
away there myself you know, and Bromesberrow in Cheshire, it was; so I was said to them. 

 

Q. What type of maid? General maid? 

A. Aye. It was just myself. There was a woman sometimes came in to give a wee hand, but I did all the 
cooking, a busy life there. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you have your own room? 

A. I had my own room, I'd a lovely room. Very nice room. She gave me a room on the same floor as they 
had, and it was very nice. In fact when Lord Hayworth died and Lady Hayworth went back to Canada, 
every year I got a Christmas card up to about three year ago. Just a Christmas card and a wee letter, 
but she has died (sadly) and when she was writing that letter, it was the nurse that had to sign it for her. 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Did they have any children? 

A. No, it was very sad that they never had a family. 

 

Q. How long were you with them? 

A. About, <..pause..> two years there; in fact my half-day, it was a Thursday, and I used to take the bus from 
Bromesberrow to Rockferry; the bus from Rockferry to Birkenhead, the boat across the Mersey to 
Liverpool, and I used to go up to Lewis's and have a cup of tea, and then I had all that journey to go 
back. I must have spent all my pocket-money on that. But when I think of it, at that age, eh, going about 
all myself. 

 

Q. Did you go yourself? 

A. Aye! There was nobody else. 

 

Q. Did you not know any of the other maids? 

A. Well, I used to be friendly with a family there, <..pause..> but my time was taken up there. But I hadnae 
any of my own there, you know, <..pause..> and that's why I came back. 

 

Q. Did you not go out at nights much, then? 

A. Oh no. I was never out at night. We had dinner at night, I mean, I had to be there for dinner and all that. 
<..pause..> 
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Q. Did you give that job up because you were homesick, basically? 

A. Aye, really. I was glad to get home. 

 

Q. And what did you do when you got home? 

A. <..pause..> And when I was there, Mrs. Hayworth, Lady Hayworth, took me away down to Cornwall, 
where Miss Hayworth was Headmistress of a girls’ school down there, and I was down there for a 
fortnight, living with them. It was very nice. I saw quite a bit of the country, when I was with them. And I 
also went to Rhosneigr with them, in, <..pause..> you know the Isle of <..pause..> Rhosneigr, for the 
summer holidays, an aunt of theirs had a summer-house there, and I used to go down, but I had to 
work. When I went down to Rhosneigr I had to travel from Bromesberrow away through this, <..pause..> 
when I landed in Wales they were all speaking Welsh on the train, it was a wee train, I didnae know 
what they were saying. But when I got off at the Station, Mrs. Hayworth herself was there with a taxi to 
meet me, and the first thing she said to me was, "Have you brought your cuffs with you, Peggy?" You 
know, for serving at the table. Oh she never asked me how I had managed or anything! (laughs) "Have 
you brought your cuffs?"<..pause..> There was a lady from Manchester, doing the cooking, and I had to 
go round the table and do the, <..pause..> they were all there for their holidays.  

 

Q. So, you had a uniform with Mrs. Hayworth? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. What was your uniform like? 

A. Well, we'd a black dress, and a white frilly apron, cap, and well I had, <..pause..> cotton dress and big 
white apron for during the day. But you dressed in that in the afternoon. 

 

Q. When you were at the Dollar Academy, the boys’ school, what did you wear then? 

A. Oh you just had to wear what you had, and a white apron, pinny and that you know. 'Cause, we were 
lucky, there was a laundry-maid there, everything got washed. 

 

Q. So when you came back up north, what did you do? 

A. Well I went back to Dollar and took another place in Dollar. And I worked to four maiden ladies, they 
had, had a Girls’, a Ladies’ School in Glasgow, a famous Ladies’ School at that time. And they had 
retired, they were all teachers. So I worked to them. I was about a year and a half there, when my 
friend, that I worked with in Dollar, her sister had been cook at Randolph Hill in Denny, and left to be 
married, so they asked me to go to Mrs. Wallace. So I went up to Mrs. Wallace at Denny, which is now 
the Hospice. 

 

Q. Did those four maiden ladies live together in one big house? 

A. Yes. There was Miss Madge, Miss Ruby, Miss, <..pause..> Miss Madge was an invalid, and they had a 
Glasgow lady down as a, <..pause..> looker-after for her. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Were you general maid there as well? 

A. Aye. Yes. (amused) And they were, the two sisters were members of, <..pause..> you know the, <..pause..> 
pictures, you know you fit in the, <..pause..> ohh (laughs) you know! Well they used to get sent the 
pictures, and then all the pieces, and they used to sit and put the pictures together. And when I was 
setting the table, I would see some pieces, and I would be putting them in here and there, and then I 
would be hearing them saying at the table, (posh accent) "Oh, Madge, I see you got that piece done." 
<..pause..> And, <..pause..> “Oh and you've been at that bit.” <..pause..> And they never let on that they 
hadnae done it themselves! (laughs) Oh I was terrible! 

 

Q. Was that like jigsaw puzzles? 

A. Jigsaw! (laughs) Oh they were huge, you know, <..pause..> great big ones. And they sent them back, and 
got another one in its place. 

 

Q. Oh I see, it was club type of thing? 



 478 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So you went to Denny, then, your friend heard of this job? 

A. Well, then I went to Denny and then, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was that as a cook? 

A. Yes, I was cook there. There was three of us there, three maids, a table-maid and a housemaid. So I 
was cook there. 

 

Q. What age were you then? 

A. Well I was about twenty-two. <..pause..> 

 

Q. That would be live-in again? 

A. Oh yes. I always came home then for my half-day, from Denny, because there was plenty of buses. 
<..pause..> I only spent half of that time at Randolph Hill, because the Wallaces bought Endsitt Lodge 
along there, you know that big house, so we came over there which was a benefit to me, because, my 
mother being in the Square. 

 

Q. How long did you stay with the Wallaces? 

A. I was five years there. And when I left, I'd reached three pound a month at that time and Mrs. Wallace 
gave me five shillings extra, and I was to come back and see them anytime. 

 

Q. Why did you leave there? 

A. Well I went from there to McLachlan & Brown’s, I was the pastry cook. Head in the pastry cook kitchens 
for fifteen years. Now all the war years I spent there, that's why I didn't go to any of the Services, 
because I was cooking, you know. <..pause..> 

 

Q. How did you get the job? 

A. Well I applied for it, it was advertised in the paper, it must have been ‘The Observer', and I went in, and 
was interviewed, and I got the job. 

 

Q. Was that much better money? 

A. Well I started at thirty shillings a week, and I thought I had made a fortune. <..pause..> I mean, after three 
pounds, it seemed a lot to me, and then I was living at home. So that's the first time I really lived at 
home all these years, you know. 

 

Q. What was that like? Was it strange being back living at home again? 

A. Yes. It was funny. It took me a wee while to get used to it. <..pause..> But we just had to get used to 
everything again. 

 

Q. What did you do in the evenings, through all these years, your teenage years and early twenties? 

A. Oh well, when I came home, och well, you'd been working all day, you were quite happy to relax. 

 

Q. Did you not go out much? 

A. No. Och, we'd go to the pictures, we'd go to the wee meetings in the village, <..pause..> then, if there was 
a dance on, we'd go to it. [I was] <..pause..> quite a good waltzer. 

 

Q. So you were fifteen years at McLachlan & Brown’s? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you go somewhere after that? 

A. Yes, well I left there and went to the Co-Operative Bakery, and I was twenty years there, as a hot-plate 
baker. 
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Q. Where was that, in Stirling? 

A. Yes. The bake-house was down Wallace Street. I have a photograph here of all my, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Why did you move on to the Co-Operative, was that better money? Or did you just want a change? 

A. Well, <..pause..> I finished at three pound a week at McLachlan & Brown’s, and I started at three pound a 
week in the Co-Operative, and after twenty years, I finished at seven pound, after twenty years. I did a 
lot of the pastry work too, when the bakers left I finished off the confectionery and that, you know. I 
never got any more for that. The other women were just cleaning up, <..pause..> but I mean, I'd gone as a 
baker, and my sister came with me, and she worked along with me, Jenny. 

 

Q. So, why did you leave McLachlan & Brown’s? Did you just think it would be a better job in the Co-Op? 

A. Aye well, we always had our half-day on a Saturday there, and there was a change of hands, that's 
what did it. Mr. Roberts left, and it was a Glasgow firm that took over, and it was a different lady that 
came to work there, and it was not the same. And we worked on a Saturday afternoon. But ah well, 
(sadly) I remember when we were there, the Queen Mother and her husband, and the two Princesses 
came to Stirling, and they were opening the Municipal Buildings. Oh! No way was the, <..pause..> oh my! 
So the three of us, we locked up the top kitchen and we went away out, and it was still crowded at the 
Municipal Building. We went away up Baker Street, and down by the Back Walk, and we were lucky 
enough to see them. But ohh! When we went in! There'd been people in for coffee and they couldn't get 
the, <..pause..> [we were] stupid enough, we'd taken the key of the top, <..pause..> with us, and they 
couldn't get the top kitchen open, and the Manageress was, ohhh! But at night, Mr. Roberts came up 
and he was as nice as anything, he said, "Well it was an event that would never happen again". 
<..pause..> So! (laughs) 

 

Q. What were your hours like, in McLachlan & Brown’s? 

A. Well we started at eight o'clock till five. <..pause..> We were never out. You had your lunch there, and 
your tea, a cup of tea, there. 

 

Q. Was that your last job, at the Co-op? 

A. Yes. That was my last job. 

 

Q. What age were you when you left there? 

A. I was sixty when I left there. And we'd a nice party the night I left. These are all the ones I worked 
beside, that's me, there. We had a wee party in the Co-Operative Hall. 

 

Q. That was for you leaving? 

A. Aye. They gathered ten pounds for me, and I bought two wee quilts, one for Jenny’s bed, and one for 
mine. But, <..pause..> my sister was ill by that time. So I was glad I had my last year with her, you know. 

 

Q. Did you live at home, it would just be your mother then? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> after my mother died there was just my sister and I. And we went all our holidays 
together. We'd lovely holidays, <..pause..> but, eh, she had a bad time for two or three years, she was a 
lovely girl. (sadly) <..pause..> That's my brother. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So how did you spend your Sundays when you were working at McLachlan & Brown’s, and then the Co-
Op? 

A. Well actually I was a Sunday School teacher for quite a long time. 'Course that was in the War Years, 
you know, there was no trips then. I used to take them down and have a wee treat at home, <..pause..> 
my wee class. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you start to take an interest in politics at all? 

A. Politics? Aye well, I was quite interested in them. In fact, I see a lot of things in the paper now that's 
really ridiculous, strikes and I don't know. I mean we never were, ever, were on strike. And my brother 
was forty years in the Railway, and he was never on strike, and I mean, you just wonder, now, <..pause..> 
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Q. Was there a Trade Union at all, within the Co-Op at that time? 

A. Yes. Oh I was in the Union all the time I was at the Co-Operative; I'd to join the Union when I went. 
Although they were very good, you know, they never, I mean, nothing ever happened. As long as you 
paid your Union rates. <..pause..> That's the only Union I was ever in. 

 

Q. So, when you were little, what kind of medical care was available at that time? Did you have to pay for a 
doctor? 

A. Ohh. Oh yes! There was no, <..pause..> there was an old doctor from St. Ninians, Doctor, <..pause..> isn't 
that terrible, I forget. He had a wee pony and trap, and eh, <..pause..> he was a fine old man. And my 
mother used to have to walk from here to him, to get something for Auld Granny, my father's granny, 
and she got the same bottle every time, but as long as she brought it back, Auld Granny was quite 
pleased. You know what I mean? <..pause..> (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you have a lot of home cures then, to prevent you having to call the Doctor? 

A. Yes. It's funny, your mother was quite clever in these days, you know. There was lots of things that, 
<..pause..> she was a great believer in Sloane’s Liniment, and if you'd a sore toe, she would tie a bit of 
wool round it. Now, I never knew why that was, but it was because there's lanolin in the wool, <..pause..> 
she used to tie that round. 

 

Q. Do you remember any other things that she used to do? 

A. I can mind one time my brother was very ill with the 'flu and she walked up to the public house up there, 
and got a wee tot of rum, and she made him a rum toddy, and it, <..pause..> well she always said it cured 
him. Well it made him better anyway, you know. (amused) 

 

Q. When you lived in Cambusbarron, before you started going out to work, did everybody have the same 
standard of living? Were they all, say, working class in the village at that time? 

A. At that time, <..pause..> oh, I don't know. When we were in the Square? 

 

Q. Were they all working class? 

A. All the people there? Ohh yes. Oh there was, <..pause..> everybody had a job. Oh we were all working. 
Quite a good class of people lived in the Square. 

 

Q. Who was considered the most important, would that be Major Drummond, at Polmaise Castle? 

A. Major Murray. 

 

Q. Major Murray. <..pause..> 

A. Major Murray at Polmaise Castle took a great interest in the village. And that was The Murray Scouts, 
my brother was in. And then, funnily enough, there were no district nurses or anything in these days, but 
there were two ladies lived in the big house, one just along the road there, and another in Park Place, 
and they were very good. The one lady; one time I fell, and I got my big toe nearly cut off by the bottom 
of a bottle, and I was carried up to her, and I had to be carried home, I'd lost so much blood, and she 
dressed all, <..pause..> came back down to the house, saw that I was alright and everything, and I'd to sit 
in a corner when my father came home, because if anything happened to us, my mother got a row. And 
he said, "What are you sitting there for, Peggy?” I says, "Oh, eh." <..pause..> And then it all came out. 
Then there was another lady, Miss Cochrane, my brother used to work tuppence an hour doing her 
garden, she was very kind too. And then there was a Miss Aikman, lived in Park Terrace, facing the 
King’s Park, and she used to walk along the doors, knock at the door and ask, "Are you alright?" So 
they were, <..pause..> very good. 

 

Q. Did you have to pay for a district nurse? For that treatment, would you have to pay ? 

A. There was nothing free, <..pause..> of course, you didnae have to pay in hospital or that. 

 

Q. It was quite a friendly neighbourhood then, you would say? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Now, we would just want to finish up with the Second World War, or even the First World War. Have 
you any particular memories about them? What were you doing in the First World War? 

A. Well, <..pause..> I was at school, and you see the Mill down there? Well it was taken over by the military, 
and oh! there were regiments and regiments of soldiers lived down there. When we heard they were 
coming, we were just wee tots you know, we went down, and we were standing up in the hedgerow, in 
case we were trampled on or something, and here the first contingent came, there were only half a 
dozen soldiers. But after that, my mother was very good, soldiers coming up would have a cup of tea 
with her at night, and used to spend the night with us, <..pause..> she was very good. Then she took in 
washing, the soldiers had to get their own washing done, you know. And there were nearly all the 
women in the village took in soldiers' washing, and washed and ironed them, and they would come up 
for their bundle. 

 

Q. Did they pay for that? 

A. Yes, they paid. And oh, it was very sad when we saw them all going away. There was one big 
contingent went to the Gallipoli, and they were nearly all wiped out, lovely young men. And my brother, 
he worked for a bakers, used to go down there at six o'clock in the morning, with bags of rolls and 
everything. Oh it was a busy time. 

 

Q. What about the Second World War? What were you doing then? 

A. Well I was working in McLachlan & Brown’s at that time; and, oh dear, I remember when it started, and 
then we used to do a bit of fire watching, you know. We used to take nights about in the shop, and keep 
alert, and everything, in case anything happened. And, <..pause..> when it did finish, we all had parties in 
our own; we'd a lovely party for Cambusbarron's children, down in the Hall down there. 

 

Q. How did rationing work out for you, during the Second World War? Was it much of a problem? 

A. It was a problem, because it was very difficult getting the stuff for the kitchens at that time, you know. 
<..pause..> We'd to make do with a lot of stuff. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was it cut right back? 

A. Oh it was cut quite a lot. They had to have permits for what they wanted. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Were there any evacuees brought to the village? 

A. Oh there were evacuees in the village, but we didn't have any. No. My brother's boys in London, they 
had to be evacuated. 

 

Q. Thank you. 
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1906 Civil Servant, Employment Clerk, Officer in The Ministry of Labour 

 
Interviewee Code K3 
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Interviewer Sharon Little 
Transcribed by Eilean Burgess 
 

Q. Could I ask you what year you were born? 

A. 1906. 

 

Q. And whereabouts were you born? 

A. I was born in Glasgow. 

 

Q. Whereabouts in Glasgow? 

A. In Scotstoun, that's west, west of Glasgow. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. I lived there until I got married in 1935. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. Two. Two of each. 

 

Q. Were you the oldest? 

A. Uh huh. Uh huh. 

 

Q. Do you know how old your parents were when you were born? 

A Mother was about twenty-two, and my father was ten years older. 

 

Q. What did your father do? 

A. He was a jeweller and watchmaker, in his own business. 

 

Q. Really, and did he employ anybody else? 

A. He employed just one girl, to help with the repairs. 

 

Q. Was that what he always did, or did he have other things? 

A. As far as I know. Well I think from his teenage, <..pause..> that’s more or less what he did. I don't know 
what he did before that. He lived in Arbroath before that, and he came to Glasgow in his early years. 

 

Q. Did your mother work before she got married? 

A. She worked as a dressmaker. 

 

Q. Did she ever work after she was married? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your parents go to church? 

A. Mm hm 

 

Q. What denomination? 

A. Well in those days it was UF, the United Free. It's now Church of Scotland. 
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Q. Did your parents ever take any interest in politics? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Do you know what they voted for? 

A. Oh, I've no idea, but I should imagine it would have been Conservative. 

 

Q. Do you know what your parents did in their time, if they had any spare time? 

A. They had no spare time. Mother had five of us, and she'd dress-make for all of us. My dad occasionally 
played a wee bit golf on his half-day. Later when he was retired, he played bowls. But during his 
working life he hadnae much time for games or anything. He used to work ‘til quite late at night, eleven 
o'clock on a Saturday when he got home. You know when the shop was closed he worked on at his 
repair work, 'cause I think then he got peace to do it without having to go out and attend to the shop. 

 

Q. Did your father belong to a golf club? 

A. Aye. He belonged to Stockie Muir. I forget the name of it now. Out in Bearsden, anyway, it was. 

 

Q. Did your mother belong to anything like the Women’s Guild, or anything like that? 

A. I think she went to the Women's Guild, and she was a member of a bowling green too. She was a keen 
bowler, she bowled until she was eighty-four. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of your parents’ house in Glasgow? 

A. It was a terraced house, five rooms, and it was a case of my mum and dad in one, and my sister and I 
in another and my brothers in the last one. And my uncle, who was a batchelor, once he got older he 
came and stayed with us too. 

 

Q. What were the washing arrangements? 

A. In these days there were no washing machines. It was a case of the washing board and the wringer, 
hand wringer. It was a just a case of shoving it through as best you could. It was a heavy day’s work for 
six folk. And it was done usually every Monday, and hung out then. 

 

Q. And you were saying your uncle stayed with you? Whereabouts did he sleep? 

A. I can't remember. There must have been some way we arranged it, but I can't remember what 
happened when he came, I know he got a room of his own anyway. I think we must have made use of 
the downstairs sitting-room at that time. He wasn't so very long, <..pause..> it was only, <..pause..> he was 
in digs for a while, and he wasn't very well looked after, so my mother, he was my mother's brother, and 
she took pity on him for a while. But I think he wasn't with us for so very long, 'cause he died quite early. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all of the housework? 

A. She had a woman to help her once a week. 

 

Q. What sort of things did the woman do? 

A. Oh well, just scrubbed the kitchen floor and cleaned the bathroom, and these kind of jobs. 

 

Q. Who made and mended the family's clothes? 

A. Oh. That would be my mother. 

 

Q. Did you get many new clothes? 

A. Oh no. What we got, she made. And often she made things down from other garments to suit us. She 
was very economical. 

 

Q. Did you wear shoes or boots? 



 485 

A. Oh well, early on it would be boots because that was the fashion, but later on it was shoes. My father 
was very fussy about our feet, he made sure that, he had hammertoes, so he made sure that our shoes 
were well-fitting. 

 

Q. The woman that came in, how much was she paid do you know? 

A. I think it was half a crown a week. Twelve and a half pence is that? 

 

Q. Did she come in, was it just the whole day? 

A. No. No, it was only a half day. So she would be three hours for twelve and a half pence. 

 

Q. Did your father help your mother with any of the housework? 

A. Oh no. No, he was always at the shop, he had too long a day at his work. 

 

Q. Did he ever read to you or look after you? 

A. Well I don't remember that, because you see he was always late at night getting home, 'cause he had to 
work quite a lot to make a decent pay for a ‘screw’. And his shop was in a kind of an area of shipyards 
and things. They were always going on strike. So he would repair things, but if the folk were on strike 
they couldn't afford to come back and collect them. But he had to get on with the work and get the 
repairs done. So quite often he was laying out a bit of money too. 

 

Q Did you do any housework? 

A I did the minimum I think! Once I got older I did, once I left school, but not when I was at school, I was 
usually studying. We did dishes and things like that. 

 

Q. You had a special thing that you had to do? 

A. I think, now I think of it. No, I can't remember. <..pause..> Well my granny lived quite near to us and I'd 
always to go over and do her work for her on a Saturday morning before I got to hockey. I used to get to 
hockey on Saturday morning, but I had to do my stint over there. And we had a confection shop at that 
time, and I often had to go up and relieve the girl for her meals and that kind of thing. 

 

Q. And what sort of things did you do for your granny? 

A. Generally cleaned her house, mainly her sitting room. It was an old fashioned, <..pause..> there was no 
Hoovers in these days, so you had to sprinkle it with tea, sprinkle the carpet with tea leaves, and then 
you had to get down on your hands and knees with a brush and shovel and sweep it up like that. Then 
you had to dust the horsehair furniture, which was terrible. I don't suppose you know what horsehair 
furniture was like? Oh dear, it was hard and prickly if you sat on it and you had bare legs, you know. I 
don't know how I could describe it to you. <..pause..> It was black and shiny and yet there was jaggy bits 
on it, you know. You were quite fashionable at that time if you had a horsehair suite. 

 

Q. Did your brothers have to do anything? 

A. Oh no. 

 

Q. So it was just the girls? 

A. Mm hmm. 

 

Q. You were saying you did more after you left school? 

A. Well I was working then, quite hard, but I always did the family ironing every week. My mother did the 
washing on a Monday, and I usually, if she could get it dried, I did the ironing on a Monday night. 

 

Q. Can you remember what sort of meals you had when you were a child? 

A. Well we always had soup at dinner time. I cannae remember the breakfast. I think I was, I wasn't a very 
good riser, so I had the minimum of time for breakfast. But usually a plate of porridge in the morning, 
and soup and meat and potatoes at lunch time. Mother would maybe make macaroni cheese or 
something economical like that, for us at night. 
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Q. Can you remember your favourite meal? 

A. It certainly wasn't soup! I think it was just the ‘mince and tatties’ really. You didn't get very much variety 
in these days, there werenae great big whacking roasts on a Sunday or anything like that. We used to 
go to Sunday School at five o'clock at night, and when we came home my mother always had a 
dumpling or chips for us, or something like that. 

 

Q. So that was your Sunday meal? 

A. More or less. Oh we got a bit more than a dumpling. I just don't remember what we got, but we were 
never hungry or anything like that. 

 

Q. Did your mother eat well? 

A. Mm hmm. 

 

Q. Do you know where your parents did the shopping? 

A. Yes, it was in Whiteinch, in Glasgow. 

 

Q. Did they go to the Co-Op? 

A. No. Oh no, not in these days, if you were in business for yourself, the Co-Op was taboo. It was in direct 
opposition to the kind of private traders. 

 

Q. What were the shops like, that your parents went to? 

A. There isn't very many of them left now. Can you think of any shops that are still independent, you know, 
small shops? It was a one window shop, and that kind of thing. 

 

Q. Do you know where they bought furniture? 

A. Oh, no. I don't know that. 

 

Q. Did you ever go shopping with your mother? 

A. Sometimes. Not very often, because I wasn't interested in shops in these days. When we were at 
school we went messages. We always had to run messages, for grocers or anything like that. 

 

Q. Where did they buy the clothes? 

A. Well the clothes were mostly made at home. I can't remember where we bought them, it would be in a 
local drapers probably. Yes, there was somebody, I think it was Cooper was their name, and we 
sometimes, <..pause..> if we were getting anything new, it would just be to a local shop. 

 

Q. Did you celebrate special occasions like birthdays? 

A. Not really, sometimes you got a dumpling, but there were no fancy birthday cakes and candles and that 
kind of thing. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do for Christmas? 

A. We always got our stockings well-filled, but my father was always working up 'til late on Christmas Eve. 
My granny always had a New Year party for us all on New Year’s Night. But we didn't have; I don't 
remember having any parties at Christmas at all. New Year was more the time then. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you get in your stocking? 

A. Well there was always an orange and an apple, and I think it was a new penny or something like that, 
and just odd things, sweets and something, these things. But there was always something big along 
with it. One year; if things were good, and there had been no strikes, we got more, but if there had been 
strikes and things during the year, and money was short, we didn't get so much. There was always 
something for us, no matter whether the money was short or not. 
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Q. Can you remember if you had a special Christmas meal? 

A. I don't think we had. I don't recall it anyway, unless we had a chicken, but I don't really recall having 
anything special. New Year was the special time. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do? 

A. On New Year? Are you thinking on your childhood or later on? 

 

Q. Your childhood? 

A. To begin with on New Year’s Day, I had to go over to my granny and help her to make about two full 
loaves of sandwiches, it wasn't a cooked meal it was sandwiches because there was sometimes more 
than twenty of us there. And it was always sandwiches, two or three varieties, and black bun, and 
shortbread and sultana cake, which my granny made herself, she always made that. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play games with you? 

A. Well, they played Ludo and Snakes and Ladders and things like that. 

 

Q. Did you have books to read at home? 

A. Oh yes. We always had books. 

 

Q. Can you remember what they were? 

A. Oh no. I cannot remember them now. 

 

Q. Did you get a newspaper? 

A. I think we used to get The Citizen, The Glasgow Citizen at night. We got no morning papers, just one at 
night-time. 

 

Q. What about magazines? 

A. No. They would be expensive, too expensive for us. My mother had never time. Oh, we always got ‘The 
Peoples' Friend’. I think every household got that at that time. 

 

Q. Did you belong to the library? 

A. We belonged to, <..pause..> Well we had no libraries in the area when I was very young, but a library 
came later to Whiteinch, a Public Library. That was really, <..pause..> I was actually working by that time. 

 

Q. Can you remember being taken out visiting neighbours and friends? 

A. We were always taken out. My grandmother was a farmer's daughter, and she had a sister and two 
brothers that were all farming. My father's half day was on a Tuesday, and quite often if he didn't go to 
golf, <..pause..> in these days I don't think he was playing golf, <..pause..> but we often used to go out to 
visit all the different farms, and keep up with them. 

 

Q. Can you remember any other outings with your parents? 

A. There weren't very many places to go really, I can't remember any. But I know it was red-letter days 
when we went to visit the farms because we quite often got a taxi, because you had quite a long walk to 
get to most of them, 'cause there was no buses in these days you see. So it was either Shank’s Pony or 
if you went with your granny you got a taxi. 

 

Q. Did you ever have any holidays? 

A. Oh we had a holiday every year, for a fortnight. We used to go to Elie, sometimes Leven. It was always 
to the East Coast, because my father belonged to Arbroath, and he didn't like the West Coast. So it was 
nearly always the East Coast we went to. 

 

Q. Whereabouts did you stay when you went on holiday? 
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A. It wasn't much of a holiday for my mother. We took rooms and occasionally; no I think that was older, 
we had a house with attendance if you know what that means. It means that you paid for the rooms and 
the attendance, but the lady of the house did your cooking for you and made your beds and everything. 
So it was really a better holiday for my mother. But before we, when we were all very young it was quite 
often just a house, and she had to do all the work still. So it wasn't much of a holiday for her when I look 
back. 

 

Q. What sort of activities did you do? 

A. Activities? You played ‘Peever’ in the street, and that kind of thing. 

 

Q. On holiday? 

A. Oh, on holiday. Well I liked bathing in the sea, and my father always came in with us, he was keen on 
bathing. And we usually went on holiday with my cousins which were the same age as us. And they 
took their rooms, and we had ours. And then we met up on the beach or anything like that, played ball 
on the beach and things like that. 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. Not at that time, no. 

 

Q. Could you tell me how you spent Sundays? 

A. Oh, Sundays were spent going to church and then Sunday School, and a walk in the afternoon with my 
father and mother. And when we came home from Sunday School and after we'd had our dumpling or 
chips, we'd an old fashioned settle thing, you used to see them in Tally's shops. I don't think I'd see 
them nowadays. <..pause..> It was a long couch, we used to call it, and it had no arms or anything like 
that, and we used to draw that up to, we'd a windowsill that you could sit on, it was broad enough, and I 
conducted hymns and singing for my brothers and sisters. My mother and father just sat at the fire and 
listened to it. But I was always the leader in that kind of thing. 

 

Q. Can you remember Sunday School outings? 

A. Oh yes. They were always to a local, just to a local park. And we had lorries, and seats on the lorries, 
and went on them. And the horses were dressed up with ribbons, and their tails pleated, and things like 
that. And each child had their ‘tinny’ with them, and you got a bag of buns and things, and that was it. 
And somebody hitched a rope swing on to a tree. And the teachers played games with us and things 
like that. 

 

Q. Were you in the choir? 

A. Not when I was young. Oh, I was in the junior choir. I was very keen on it. We had a awful good lady 
who was the choir mistress, and she was a lovely organist, and quite keen on our junior choir, so we put 
on a Cantata every year. I don't know whether you know what a Cantata is? Well you know what like the 
Messiah is? Well it was a thing like that, but very much simpler. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the Band of Hope? 

A. Not really, no. 

 

Q. Did you have different clothes on Sunday? 

A. Oh, yes. Your Sunday clothes were kept good. They were brought out on Sunday morning for the 
church, and after you came home from the Sunday School at night you had either to sit still or go and 
take your Sunday clothes off. 

 

Q. Can you remember what the clothes were? 

A. Well, there was always a hat anyway. I don't remember, just a coat and dresses, and things like that. 
Sunday shoes, which you out-grew before they were worn. It was a silly kind of habit, but your Sunday 
clothes were sacrosanct, they daren't be used through the week, unless for something special. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 
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A. You'd always to say your prayer at night. 

 

Q. Do you think religion was important to you when you were young? 

A. I think so. I think you grew up with it, and you; it was just part of your training, part of your family life. 
'Cause we all, we were all turned out on Sunday morning at church at eleven o'clock. Sometimes we 
were hurrying along at the last minute, but you can imagine what it was like to give a family a breakfast 
and get ready to take them all to church on a Sunday morning. 

 

Q. Who did you play with when you were a child? 

A. Mostly my brothers and sisters, but occasionally, <..pause..> We lived in a terraced house, and there was 
two or three families with young family. We played with them. 

 

Q. Whereabouts did you play? 

A. In the street mostly. 

 

Q. Can you remember what games you played? 

A. Well we played Rounders and ‘Leave O’. What else was there? Hide and Seek, these kind of things you 
know, children's games. Some French Cricket and that kind of thing. 

 

Q. What is ‘Leave O’? 

A. That's just a kind of Hide and Seek. You had to hide, and if you got back to the den, and you got in 
before, and there was somebody trying to find the folk, and if you got back into the den when the finder 
wasn't there you shouted “Leave O". I don't know what the origin of it was, but that was the thing. 

 

Q. What kind of toys did you have? 

A. I don't remember. I had a coach and doll at one time, I remember. That was what I wanted for my 
Christmas, a coach and doll, that is one of my earliest memories. I don't know what else we had, we 
had lots of toys and books and things like that. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. My mother didn't, <..pause..> we weren't allowed to waste our clothes, but we didn't get a row if we got 
dirty, we just got sent to wash ourselves clean again. We had to take reasonable care of our clothes, 
because they didn't grow so much off a dyke, as they do nowadays. I mean you hadn't umpteen T shirts 
and umpteen trousers, and things like that. So you had to take care of your things. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls play the same games? 

A Quite often they did, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to play with anyone you wanted to? 

A. Oh yes. Anybody you got on with. If you fought with children you just didnae play with them, but your 
mother never interfered unless you were getting bullied or anything like that. 

 

Q. So you weren't discouraged from playing with other children? 

A. Oh no. No, no. We'd soon be home from the school, we were out playing wi' somebody, in the summer 
anyway. We were never out much in the dark, unless we were going somewhere, to Junior Choir or 
something like that, choir practice. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time, at weekends and things? 

A. I don't remember. We'd some friends, with girls our age, and we used to go along to their house or they 
came to ours. We used walking sticks like this, for a hockey stick, and we pretended that we were 
playing hockey. But that would be when I was over twelve, maybe twelve to thirteen, oh no, aye I'd be 
about twelve year old at that time. 

 

Q. Were you in a sort of hockey team? 
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A. Well when I was in school I was. I was in the first eleven, and I played for the county and that kind of 
thing. 

 

Q. Can you remember what the uniform was like then? 

A. Well it was a navy blue gym, <..pause..> and just any kind of stockings that you had, and a white blouse. 

 

Q. Did you have hockey boots? Special hockey boots? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did you go on walks? 

A. Just on Sunday afternoons usually, with my father and mother and the rest of the family of course. 

 

Q. Did you go cycling? 

A. Aye, I cycled to school. I was two miles from school, so I cycled to school every day. 

 

Q. Did you collect anything like cigarette cards or scraps? 

A. No. Oh, I collected scraps, aye, but I wasnae fly enough to watch some of the girls that tried to swap 
scraps with cracked corners. I was always getting a row for coming home with cracked scraps, and 
giving away my good ones. 

 

Q. Did you keep any pets? 

A. No. We had a dog when I was older, but not when I was a child. 

 

Q. You were saying that you liked hockey. Did you play anything else? 

A. I played tennis, and later on I played golf, and after I was married I played bowls. But when I was young, 
it was tennis and the hockey. I don't think there were any other games apart from children's games, you 
know. 

 

Q. So you quite liked sports? 

A. Oh aye, I was always keen on it and I was good at it, aye, although I say it myself! 

 

Q. What was the tennis costume like? 

A. I think you just, <..pause..> you didnae wear anything special, you played on public courts, and you just 
went along as you were. If you had your gym tunic on, it was your gym tunic, there was no such thing as 
white blouses and white shorts and things like that then. And your sandshoes were just, <..pause..> if they 
were black they were black, and that was it. You didnae get a special kit for it. 

 

Q. Did you belong to anything like Guides or Brownies? 

A. No. No, for some reason or another, my mother wouldn't let us join, much to my disgust. I don't know 
why, 'cause I was a Commissioner in the Guides long after that. And my daughters have been all 
through them, got Queen's Guides and everything. I always encouraged them, but I can't understand 
why my mother didn't let us join. I was very keen to join, but she wouldn't have it at all. 

 

Q. Did you go to anything else like that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the cinema? 

A. Very seldom. That was a special treat. Once a year, or twice a year. But I was never allowed to go on 
my own. My father or mother took me. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you watched? 

A. No, I cannae remember now. But it would be a suitable film for us to see. 
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Q. Did you go to concerts or theatres? 

A. No. That again was, <..pause..> not regular. That again was a special treat once a year or something like 
that. We used to go to ‘Hengler's Circus’, do you know what that was? It was a circus that came to 
Glasgow, every year. That was the name of it ‘Hengler's Circus’. It's not there now. I don't know whether 
you know Glasgow, do you? Do you know where, I think it was Trerons, Sauchiehall Street. It used to 
be in Sauchiehall Street, near Charing Cross. 

 

Q. Did you get any pocket money? 

A. Well, having the sweetie shop, we got sweets instead of pocket money. But I never got any pocket 
money at that time, except an odd penny or something like that. 

 

Q. If you did get any, what was it spent on? 

A. Oh I don't know. Probably a girl's paper or something like that, you know ‘Girls Own Paper’ or some 
such thing. 

 

Q. So who owned the sweetie shop? 

A. My father. 

 

Q. Oh, I see, so that was another business? 

A. Aye he had the two, two shops. They were poles apart in type, you know. One was the sweetie shop 
and one was the jewellers. 

 

Q. Who ran the sweetie shop? 

A. He had a girl in it. Mary Burnett her name was, I always remember that. So we had to relieve her at 
lunch time on Saturday, for her dinner. 

 

Q. Were you given lessons by anybody before you went to school? You know in adding or anything like 
that? 

A. You mean like nursery school nowadays? No, there wasnae such a thing as that, but I went to music. 
My mother said I showed early signs of playing the piano, so she sent me to music, and I've done quite 
a lot of that since. 

 

Q. How old were you when you went to school? 

A. Five. 

 

Q. What type of school was it? 

A. What they called a Supplementary School. It just went up 'til you were fourteen. You did your ‘Qually’ 
qualification, it was always called ‘The Qually Exam’, at twelve, and if you weren't going on for Higher 
Education you stayed on at the Supplementary 'til you were fourteen, and then you left and tried to get a 
job. I went on after, when I was twelve I went on to a Secondary School, and I stayed there 'til I was 
sixteen. Got my Highers. At least that is what they were called then, I think they are called the GCE 
nowadays. 

 

Q. What did you think of the school? 

A. Oh, I liked it. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. Umhm. On the whole we'd good teachers, aye. I got on well with them. 

 

Q. Can you remember what punishments there were? 

A. Well, the teacher had the strap, and she, some of them used it and some of them didnae use it so 
much. But that was the main punishment, just the strap on your palm, and that was it, if you were 
misbehaving. 
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Q. Can you remember what subjects you got? 

A. Do you mean in the Secondary School? Well at school of course it was only Reading and Writing and 
Grammar and that kind of thing, but when I went to the High School, I had French and German and 
English and Latin and Maths, and Geography and Arithmetic, and all these, and Science. I had them all. 
I took French and German, right through school, they were the subjects I liked best. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. Umhm. It was co-educational so you were all the same. 

 

Q. What did you wear to school? 

A. Mostly your gym tunic and a blouse, or a jersey or something in below it. A coat if it was the winter time, 
and if it was the summer, well you didnae need a coat, you maybe wore a summer dress then, in the 
summer. 

 

Q. Was everybody dressed alike? 

A. More or less, uh-huh. I think mostly, with your gym tunic, that was the sort of common thing then. Do 
you know what gym tunics are like? With the three box pleats in front? And the coloured sash 
depending on what house you were in. Aye, that kind of thing. 

 

Q. What did you do at play time? 

A. I forget now. We sometimes played Rounders in the playground or Skipping Ropes, or something like 
that. Or ‘One Two Three O'Leary’, if you know what that is. With a ball, aye. 

 

Q. You went on to the High School? 

A. When I was twelve, mm hmm. 

 

Q. How old were you when you left school? 

A. Sixteen. 

 

Q. Do you think you would have stayed longer if you'd had the choice? 

A. No. That was the, <..pause..> I'd done my five years then, got my Highers. 

 

Q. Go on to maybe college or something? 

A. I went on to college after that too. Well I got a job for a wee while, at ten shillings a week. Having got my 
Highers, and worked at school. I only stayed there for three months, and then I went to a college to sit 
for a Civil Service Exam, and I got through that, and I was in the Civil Service, all the rest of my life, 'til I 
was married. The name of the college was Skerries College, but that was the kind of recognised college 
if you wanted to study for the Civil Service, or brush up on different subjects. 

 

Q. How did you get your job? 

A. When I was eighteen. 

 

Q. How did you get it? 

A. Civil Service Exam. I had to go to Edinburgh and sit an exam for it. And then I worked there 'til I was 
twenty-eight. In these days you had to leave the Civil Service when you got married or you didnae get 
your dowry. And then when you did get married, if you had stayed for ten years or more, you got a 
month’s pay for each year of service then, so it came in quite handy. So I stayed on 'til I got it. And I was 
twenty eight when I got married. 

 

Q. Could you describe what you did, what your work was? 

A. Well my work was the Ministry of Labour. It was mostly paying out the Benefit you know, each week, on 
Fridays. And you had to count your cash the day before in the cashier’s office, and then you got big 
sheets of paper with all the numbers on it and the names. And you had to, you had somebody with you 
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on the Pay Day, and money you paid out, the money in the other, you checked the, <..pause..> ticked the 
name and the amount and that kind of thing. Sometimes you were put into the Employment Section and 
you'd to try and get jobs for the unemployed, you know, go out and visit firms and things like that. Try to 
get vacancies for them. 

 

Q. Was that difficult in those days? 

A. Aye, it was very difficult. I didnae like that. I liked the figures better, liked the money better, the additions 
and things like that. When you were finished you'd a great long sheet of figures to add up, to make sure 
you balanced what you'd got with what was left. 

 

Q. What was your job actually called? 

A. Employment Clerk. And then when you got promotion it was Employment Officer. 

 

Q. And were you actually promoted? 

A. Mm hmm. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. I think it was nine ‘til five through the week, and three quarters of an hour for lunch. And nine 'til twelve 
on Saturdays, every Saturday. And Friday nights we worked 'til seven o'clock. 

 

Q. And were there any breaks? Oh yes there was a three quarter hour break for your lunch. 

A. Aye, and if you were on, on Friday night, you got half an hour for your tea, for a cup of tea. 

 

Q. And did you get any holidays with pay? 

A. Oh aye, you got four weeks holiday with pay, which was quite good in these days. 

 

Q. Can you remember what your wage was? 

A. My first, my very first wage was ten pounds nineteen and six for a week, for a month, so that was about, 
<..pause..> two pounds ten, or something like that, wasn't it? Oh, I thought I was in clover then. My father 
said, when I went home and told him, he says "Help you've got more pay than I have!" So it was quite 
well paid in these days. 

 

Q. How did you get wage rises? Did you have to ask for them? 

A. No you got so much every year, until, I think it was eight years, and you got to a maximum, and after 
that you didn't get any more unless you got promotion. Then you got quite a substantial rise then but I 
just forget how much it was, but it was quite a bit. 

 

Q. So you felt that this was a fair wage? 

A. Oh, it definitely was, because at that time the wages were thirty shillings or something like that, you 
know. 

 

Q. Did you give all of the money to your mother? 

A. Aye, I gave all my pay to my mother. Much to my disgust. (laughs) 

 

Q. What was it spent on? 

A. I suppose she would just put it into the household accounts. 'Cause, you see there were four younger 
than me, and they had all to be educated, and clothed, and fed and everything, so, <..pause..> And it was 
quite hard going, I mean she had it quite hard when we were all young. So that when I started work it 
was quite a help to the family. But she kept all my pay, gave me back pocket money. 

 

Q. How much did you get? 

A. No very much, I think, <..pause..> a pound or something like that, for a month. 
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Q. And what was that spent on? 

A. Well it was spent on railway fares, and more or less getting your hair done once a month. I think that 
was about all I did. Went to, I played at concerts and things like that, but I didn't get paid for that, that 
was all a love-job. 

 

Q. What other jobs were there in The Ministry of Labour? 

A. That was about all I think. I mean, that was the whole thing, was paying out benefit and finding jobs for 
folk. I think it is called the Department of Employment now or something like that, isn't it? 

 

Q. Did men and women work together? 

A. No the men were in small offices. You did, but the men did the men, we'd men for men, and women for 
women, and a general manager in them all. That was always a man. You had a woman supervisor, but 
overall, it was a man was the boss of the whole show. 

 

Q. How did you get on with the people that you worked with? 

A. Oh, I got on well with them. 

 

Q. Could you talk or relax at all, in your work? 

A. Oh no, you were too busy. Well it would depend what office you were in. For a long, I was about seven 
years working in Bridgeton, that was a very, <..pause..> you would call it a deprived district then. A lot of 
cotton mills and that kind of thing. And they were always getting laid off and going onto short time. So it 
was always very busy working, so you hadnae any time to relax at all. 

 

Q. Did you go on any outings with the people in your work? 

A. I played tennis with some of them, and played hockey with other girls. And if there was any outing 
going, I would be joining in. 

 

Q. Was there a presentation when a worker retired? 

A. Always, umhmm. When I retired I got that wee music cabinet behind you. I was in Dumbarton at that 
time, and it was just a small office with a small staff, but that is what they gave me. And this picture up 
here of Ben Lomond, one of the staff painted it, and gave it to me. 

 

Q. How did your employer treat you? 

A. Well a lot depended on the employer. Some of them were a bit nasty. On the whole they were quite 
good if you did your job properly, you know if you were conscientious. 

 

Q. And how did you feel about your boss? 

A. Well it depended how they treated you. There was one lady supervisor in Bridgeton, that eh, I didn't like 
her for a while. Then all at once she began to get quite nice and invited me to play Bridge with her. But I 
could never understand her at all, she was a funny person. 

 

Q. Was there a Trade Union there? 

A. No. Least if there was I wasn't in it. I don't think there was any Trade Union at that time. 

 

Q. Did you like the work that you were doing? 

A. I liked the financial side of it, but I wasn't very keen on the vacancies side at all. 

 

Q. Was it usual to stay on after you were married? 

A. No you had to, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What did you do after that, did you do any other jobs? 

A. No, I got married when I was twenty-eight and that was, <..pause..> I had three of a family so that kept me 
at home for a long time. In any case married women didnae work so much and that, in fact it was 
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considered not just quite the thing for a married woman to start and work. So it was very uncommon for, 
except in old districts like Bridgeton, where there were factory workers. A lot of the married women 
there worked. They wore big shawls round them, instead of coats and things. And the fleas jumped out 
of them, over the counter sometimes. I remember once, one woman, one of the clerks went and fetched 
a tumbler of water, and got a flea into it. They were awful kind of smelly folk you know. That wasn't very 
pleasant, but I mean you could always open the windows and air the place. That was in Bridgeton, it 
was a poor district at that time. But I think they're bringing it up well now. They've done away with a lot 
of the slums, and they are re-building it I think now. But at that time there were a lot of mills, and cotton 
mills, and carpet factories, and that kind of thing. 

 

Q. You were saying that you still lived at home when you were at work? 

A. Mm hmm. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time away from work? 

A. Well in the summer I played tennis or golf. In the winter I went to the choir practice, or played at a 
concert, or something like that, or just came home. 

 

Q. You still played your tennis and everything? 

A. Mm hmm. And hockey and golf, and at one time I did a bit of athletics. But I wasn't particularly fleet on 
my feet. Och I gave that up after a couple of years. 

 

Q. Did you go to dancing? 

A. Not much. I wasnae keen on dances. I liked dancing, but I didn't like dances. I think I would have 
enjoyed Highland Country Dancing more. 

 

Q. Did you have any special hobbies? 

A. Well my games were my hobbies really, and playing at these concerts and things. I did quite a lot of 
that, and the choir practice and things. 

 

Q. And once you were working, did you go to the cinema more? 

A. No. No, I never went. Well once I started going with a boyfriend, we went occasionally, we went once a 
fortnight, I think it was. 

 

Q. What sort of films did you see? 

A. I can't remember now. But they would be, they wouldn't be the awful things that you see nowadays, 
anyway. And I'll tell you a bit about that, we, neither of us had much money at that time, and my 
husband was an apprentice so his pay was about ten shillings a week, and his mother used to buy a 
dozen French Cakes for a shilling in the City Bakeries every, end of every week. And he always saved 
his cake up, and when we went out together he halved it, and he had one half and I had the other. And 
that was, when we went, we went to the pictures once a month, and he always bought me a quarter of 
sweets. And that was our treat. 

 

Q. Who did you play your games with? Friends from work? 

A. Mostly. Aye we'd tennis courts at the Scotstoun showground, and we went there for it, for tennis 
anyway. And I played the hockey with the Civil Service. 

 

Q. If you stayed in, in the evening, what did you do? 

A. Well Monday nights I did the ironing. And if there was any darning to do, I’d be doing that. I was a 
leader in the Life-boys, if you know what they are. That's the junior movement of the Boy’s Brigade. I 
was a leader and pianist in that. So that was once a week. And if I'd a concert on, I played in a concert, 
and the other night I think I'd to stay in and wash my hair or something like that. 

 

Q. How did you spend your Sundays when you were a wee bit older? 

A. Oh, just the same. I went to church in the morning, and the Bible Class later on, and the church at night, 
to Wellington Church. 
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Q. And did you still go your walks, with your family? 

A. No. Not by that time. No, I went to church with a friend; at that time she was quite keen on this church 
too. It wasn't our own church, it was a different one, we went to, Wellington Church. It was very popular, 
it was near the University and all the students used to go. And it was so popular, they couldnae get 
seats for them all, they used sit and bring in chairs, and sit in the aisles, and everything. And it was a 
blind organist, and he was really marvellous, he was lovely. 

 

Q. Do you think religion meant more or less to you after your childhood? 

A. Aye, I think it did. Well, a child, you just accepted that was the way of life, and your friends all went to 
Sunday School as well. There wasnae the same division of some folk go to Sunday School and some 
folk don't bother, you know how, <..pause..> But everybody went to the Sunday School in these days, as a 
matter of course. So I think later on your religion did come to mean more to you. 

 

Q. Did you take an interest in politics at all? 

A. No I wasn't interested in politics at that time. 

 

Q. So you've never been interested in that sort of thing? 

A. No. No, I am now, but I wasn't at that time. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on holiday when you were older? 

A. Oh, I always went on holiday. But still usually with my own folk, usually a family holiday. I never, I don't 
remember ever going away on my own, 'cause, of course I'd no money. See my mother took all my pay, 
and I had no money for a holiday.  

 

Q. So you never went any holidays with your friends? 

A. No. I think I once went to Brodick with a friend, but I was about eighteen then. I would need to get 
money from my mother to go, she would have to pay for it. But I was never allowed on holiday with the 
boyfriend, that was absolutely taboo. The first time I left home, to go to my boyfriend was when I was 
twenty-five, and my mother told me I wasn't going. I said to her, "I am going." She said, "You are not," 
and I said, "Yes I am." And before I went away she was helping me to get clothes together, to go and 
see my husband. He was in a ship in Southampton, and I had a weekend with him, but that was how I 
managed to do it. I just had to say I was going, and that was that. Some difference from nowadays, isn't 
it? 

 

Q. Did you make many new friends at this time? 

A. Och well, I'd all my old friends. I was always in the same place, we never moved while I was at home. 
And I played the tennis in the summer, and met all my friends in connection with the choir, and the 
choral society, and things like that. I'd lots of friends. But if new friends came along, well, I was quite a 
friendly person. 

 

Q. Were there any special places where young men and women would meet? 

A. Well our special places were the Church Hall at the Halloween Party. We'd a superintendent in the 
primary who prided herself in getting young couples together, you know, there was young teachers, 
monitors they called them at that time. And I was the pianist in the primary Sunday School, and she was 
a great one for making matches. And that was where I met my husband, when we were seventeen. 

 

Q. Did your parents always meet your friends? 

A. Oh yes. If we brought them home they always did. 

 

Q. Did they expect to know where you were? 

A. Oh yes. Aye, and when you would be home at night too. 

 

Q. So you had to be in by a certain time? 

A. I had to be in by nine o'clock on a Sunday night. I was allowed an extra hour on Saturday, ten o'clock. 
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Q. What about during the week, did you just stay in during the week? 

A. Och well I had all my interests during the week, y'see. As long as my mother knew where I was, when I 
would likely to be home, it was OK. 

 

Q. What age were you when you were married? 

A. Twenty-eight. 

 

Q. How long had you known your husband then? 

A. Well since I was seventeen. 

 

Q. What age was your husband? 

A. Same age as me. 

 

Q. You met at the Halloween Dance? 

A. Well he was at the school with me too. But at that time I thought he was a cheeky beggar, y'see! It was 
later on that we started going out. Just when I was seventeen. So I feel as though I've always known 
him. 

 

Q. So you sort of came from the same sort of background as he did? 

A. Aye. Mm hmm. 

 

Q. Did you get engaged first? 

A. We got engaged in 1932 and we couldn't married until '35, 'cause he was at sea, and we waited until he 
got a job ashore before we got married. But in these times things were very difficult, there was umpteen 
ships laid up in the Gareloch, you know, there was no cargoes for them. For a long time he couldnae 
get a job before he went to; oh no, he went to sea first in a steamship, and then he got his tickets for 
that, and he tried to change over to a diesel ship, which he couldn't get at all. So he went to college then 
for six months. And after that he managed to get the job he had later on. So we got married then. 

 

Q. Was it difficult to get things like furniture and household things together? 

A. It wasn't difficult if you could afford it. l mean it wasn't scarce or anything like that, but your money was 
limited. And you didnae get big presents like washing machines and all the kinds of things they get 
nowadays. 

 

Q. What sort of wedding presents did you get? 

A. Och well, you were lucky if you got maybe, a pair of sheets, and towels and Pyrex dishes, and things. 
You never got anything very big. I think my mother gave, my mother and father, gave me a bedroom 
suite. And my uncle gave me my dining room suite, oh no he gave me two chairs. And more or less you 
had to gather the rest yourself. 

 

Q. Can you describe your wedding? 

A. My wedding was in what you call, it was in The Cadora. l don't know whether you know that. That was a 
restaurant in Glasgow, in Renfield Street. And they had a room, a reception room upstairs, with a wee 
apartment [which] was laid aside for a ceremony, so I got married in there. So you could have the 
ceremony and the reception all in the same place. A lot of folk thought l should get married in the 
church, when l had been so active in the church. But my father said, "No, we are not having that kind of 
show at all." 

 

Q. What did you wear? 

A. I wore a white dress and veil and everything. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon? 
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A. Aye, we went to Aberdeen for a week, and stayed in a hotel. And that was something, because I'd never 
stayed in a hotel in my life before. 

 

Q. What was you husband's job, actually when you got married? 

A. He was actually a, <..pause..> what do you call it now? He was an insurance inspector with a firm of 
engineering insurance. What was the name of it now? Och I forget. But he had to go and inspect a lot of 
companies’ plants and things like that, for their insurance. 

 

Q. Whereabouts did you live after you got married? 

A. Stirling, l came here. 

 

Q. Whereabouts? 

A. Our first house was Dumbarton Road. We had a flat in Dumbarton Road. 

 

Q. Can you describe your flat? 

A. It had a big sitting room, and a big, big kitchen, and two quite good bedrooms, a nice square hall and a 
bathroom. 

 

Q. That was nice and big. 

A. Aye, was eh. <..pause..> You'll not remember Forsythe the butcher, I don't know what's there now, just 
beyond Graham and Morton, it was on that side of the road. I think it was a shop with, that sells 
spectacles and things like that is there now. Well there is a close up somewhere about there, an entry 
that we lived. We had no electric light at first when we got it, so my husband fixed up a kind of gas thing 
that I could pull a handle, and there was a pilot light at the light, which put the light on. And there was no 
drying-green, we had to dry our clothes and wash them up on the roof. It will still be the same I expect. 
But they will have electricity now.  

 

Q. What were your neighbours like? 

A. Well one of them, the upstairs neighbour was an auctioneer. And I forget what the next door neighbour 
was, <..pause..> we didnae have much to do with them, any of them. 

 

Q. And where did you live after that? 

A. We went to Riverside then. We were thirteen years in Riverside. 

 

Q. Who helped you move house? 

A. I don't know. I think we got Lewis, I don't know whether Lewis is still there or not, <..pause..> the other end 
of the town, its a big furniture place. Then we moved to Randolph Road. Bought a house there. And 
then when my husband retired we came up here, bought this one. 

 

Q. How many children did you have? 

A. Three. 

 

Q. What are their years of birth? 

A. ‘36, ‘39 and ‘41. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children that you wanted? 

A. No I would have liked four, but the war came along. My mother-in-law said, "Oh, you've got enough of a 
blessing, yes, so just be content with what you've got." 

 

Q. Did you know anything about birth control in those days? 

A. No. Very little. I think you could get fitted with a cap or something like that, but och I never bothered. In 
fact I did get one for a wee while, but it caused an irritation in my husband so we did away with it and 
didnae bother any more. 
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Q. Was birth control advice available in this area? 

A. No. In fact I had to screw up my courage to go to the doctor and ask about it. 

 

Q. So it was the doctor that you went to? 

A. Aye, mm hmm. It was a lady doctor at that time, Doctor Cairns. She was the only lady in the town that 
was a doctor, only lady doctor in the town, Eva Cairns. She was great though. 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. No, I didn't know even how you made a baby. So you know how simple I was at that time, at twenty-
eight. They're no like that nowadays. 

 

Q. Did you read any books about birth and looking after babies? 

A. I suppose I would, but I don't recall, <..pause..> cause I felt at that time that with being the eldest of four, 
of five, I'd had enough of experience of what you did with babies. But there was a health visitor at that 
time, and she, after the births, when you came home, she came up and visited you, and saw how you 
were getting on. And if you were doing alright, she didnae bother to come back. But there were no 
clinics or anything like that, at that time. 

 

Q. Were your children born at home? 

A. No, they were born in, the eldest one was born in the Infirmary, because that was the only place there 
was at that time. But the other two were born in Moraig Nursing Home, which I think, is now a, <..pause..> 
National Health offices, or something like that in Gladstone Place. 

 

Q. What happened when one of the children was born, did you get help from anybody? 

A. No, your mother came through and kept the house for you. My sister-in-law came through for some of 
them. 

 

Q. Did anybody help with the washing? 

A. Oh aye, at first they did, aye. But you were kept in the Nursing Home, 'til, <..pause..> for nine days. You 
didn't get home after three days the way they do now, and it was heavenly, having a whole fortnight to 
lie in bed and do nothing. They kept you in bed for about eight days then. It wasnae a case of getting 
you up as soon as the baby was born, you'd nine days, glorious days in bed. 

 

Q. At the birth did you have, was the doctor there, or was it the midwife? 

A. No, the doctor was always there at the finish. She came in during your labour periodically, just to see 
how you were getting on. But she was always there at the end. 

 

Q. And how did you feed your first baby? 

A. I breast fed them all. 

 

Q. If you needed any advice, who did you ask? 

A. I don't know. I think I would go to the doctor if it was something serious. I cannae think, who I would ask. 

 

Q. How much did your husband have to do with the children, when they were born? Did he play with them? 

A. Oh aye, he played quite a lot, and he made a lot of toys for them and things like that. He was a very 
good father really. 

 

Q. What kind of medical care was there at this time if you were ill? 

A. Well you had your own doctor, but you had to pay for him. 

 

Q. Can you remember what the price was? 
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A. Oh no, I don't remember that, it was so much a visit. I suppose if you had it at home it would be more 
than if you had it, if you went up to the surgery it would be less. But I don't remember, och it wasn't very 
dear at that time, in today’s language. It was probably quite a lot at the time, when you were newly 
married and had three young children, and that kind of thing. 

 

Q. Did you know any home cures then? 

A. Home cures? Och well you stuck a poultice on if you had a sore chest, you could bind up a finger. I 
went to First Aid classes before I was married and learned a certain amount there. But, och you used 
your common 'savvy', and just got on with it. I always had a thermometer, if the kids were off colour I 
could always take their temperature, and if it was up I always got the doctor to them. 

 

Q. Did you have a sickness club or anything? 

A. A sickness? No, nothing at all. 

 

Q. How did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 

A. Oh I did it all. He gave me his pay and he got his pocket money back, and we did that all our married 
life, so I've always done the bills and everything. 

 

Q. Did you know how much your husband earned? 

A. When we got married he earned six pound a week. It was quite good at that time. And his maximum 
was eight pound a week. That lets you see how the pays were. 

 

Q. How much did he give to you? 

A. Well he gave me all his pay you see, and I managed that, and if I had anything over it was mine. He got 
his pocket money out of it. And that was how he wanted it, he couldnae be bothered with bills and 
things like that. 

 

Q. So it was you that paid the bills? 

A. Aha. 

 

Q. And how did you decide the money should be spent on things like, maybe new furniture, and clothes? 

A. Oh well, we always discussed anything like that together. I wouldnae have bought anything big like that 
without his say so, unless he agreed with it. 

 

Q. How did you manage, if your husband was maybe ill? 

A. His pay went on for a certain time, so it was quite alright, and fortunately we never had a long enough 
illness that he couldnae be paid. 

 

Q. And was he ever out of work? Or was he always working? 

A. Oh, he was always working, except for that three months, when he tried to get a diesel ship. That was 
the only time he was idle. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. We had in the early days. Well, we had to be careful, we never went out for meals, or we didn't go often 
to the pictures. Of course, you had to get somebody in to look after the children then, if you did. But we 
never went much to the pictures, or if we did we went alone. But you just had to be careful, and watch 
how you spent it. 

 

Q. If any of your neighbours were ill, or in their bed, did anybody help out? 

A. Aye, if anybody needed your help, you helped them, or they helped you. I had a very good neighbour in 
Riverside, the kids called her ‘Auntie Yule’, and she was very fond of them. 

 

Q. What sort of things maybe, did you do if somebody was ill? 
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A. Well you'd maybe go messages for them, that would be the main thing. Or just go in and see that they 
were alright, you know, in between times. 

 

Q. Where you lived, did everybody have the same standard of living? 

A. Oh more or less, aye, pretty much the same. 

 

Q. Nobody was better off than anybody else? 

A. Well, the district we were in was very good. It was a kind of professional area, there was a man had his 
own photography shop, somebody else was a foreman, a supervisor in Menzies, you know, that kind of 
job. And the Town Factor lived beside us too. It was a good area, you know. We moved out of there 
after thirteen years and that was when we went to Randolph Road. 

 

Q. Do you think yourself as a member of a class, like working class, or middle class? 

A. Myself? Well, I'm not a snob, if that is what you mean. I would say I was a member of the, <..pause..> I 
suppose you would say I was working class, but I would prefer to think of myself as middle class. 
Maybe that is snobby, I don't know. 

 

Q. Did people do their shopping mostly in corner shops or in the town? 

A. Well we did our shopping, we'd both, we'd the corner shop down beside us, that you got odd things. 
When you wanted a lot of stuff you went up to the town, you had your, <..pause..> especially in the war 
years you had your ration books, so you had to go to the one grocer y'see for your main things. 

 

Q. Did any of the shops give credit? 

A. Oh, I think some of them did. The Co-Operative had a club, if you were a member of the club, you could 
get, you could use that. But that wasnae really credit, well you were paying for that every week, for so 
many weeks. And as long as you didn't overdraw the amount, you were getting credit then. 

 

Q. Were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. Oh, I don't remember any. There was one, 'cause, <..pause..> I forget where it was, up Baker Street, or 
somewhere like that. 'Cause they were in the bowling green that we were in, I forget their name now. 
But that is the only one that I know of in these days. 

 

Q. Was your area a friendly place, or was there ever any trouble? 

A. Oh, no, it was quite a friendly area, there were no drunkies, or junkies either, at that time. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of the First World War? 

A. Well I can remember the Telegrams. There was always a Telegraph Boy on a bike, delivering 
Telegrams of men that were killed and that kind of thing. And the food rationing was not on 'til well in the 
war, and if you heard of a shop that had margarine, you stood in a queue for that there. Quite a lot of 
things they were in scarce supply. But when you got your ration books you each got your share anyway. 
And I can remember when the war was finished, the tramcars were overloaded with people yelling and 
shouting and there were quite a lot of these open tramcars you know, without the tops, just with the 
open top. And they went along; folk were hanging on the side and the rails and everything, so happy 
that the war was finished. 

 

Q. What can you remember about the Second World War? 

A. Oh, well, I was married by that time. You see my family was young. I can remember if there was an air 
raid warning, we all got under the dining room table. We didnae have a shelter at all then. 

 

Q. How did you manage with the rationing? 

A. Och you just had to. I was quite lucky, with the three children, y'see I had their ration books and they 
were all young, so it allowed me to get quite a lot. In fact I used to hand quite a lot to my neighbour 
because there was only the two of them, so they only had two ration books. But my family was so young 
at the time, my youngest daughter was only, oh she was born during the war. And my other daughter 
she was born just before the start, in 1939, just before the war started. So they were all very young. And 
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as I say, l had their rations, but I couldnae use them all, like currants and raisins, and sugar. And the 
milk was tuppence a pint if you had a family, I forget how much it was otherwise, but I got milk at 
tuppence a pint, the milkman was quite good to me, too. He gave me quite a lot extra. 

 

Q. Was family life quite difficult? 

A. Oh no, I don't think it was ever difficult. Not for me anyway. In what way do you mean? 

 

Q. Just maybe pressures, with the rationing? 

A. Oh, it was difficult from that point of view, aye. And of course there were no lights at night, there was a 
complete blackout, your windows had all to be blacked out. Of course for those with, <..pause..> my 
husband, <..pause..> When they first began to mobilise married men, they started, if you had one of a 
family you went sooner than two, so we had three, and that, and my husband in a reserved job. So I 
didnae have anybody actually in the war, but I think if you had people in the war it would have been 
worse. My husband's brother was in the First World War and he was killed. So his name is in the thing 
in Edinburgh, you know, in the Roll of Honour. I had nobody, really, nearly connected with me in the 
war, so in a way it didnae affect me quite so much, as if you had had somebody near to you in it. 

 

Q. Did you do any war work? 

A. No, I think I, I had my young family at the time, so y'see I was doing plenty war work! So I couldnae 
have left them. 

 

Q. Did you have any of the evacuees? 

A. I had at the beginning. I had my own two nephews. But one went back after a few weeks, and the other 
stayed with me from September to the following June. And by that time there was very little bombing 
and anything like that, so he went home then. And that was all. 

 

Q. Thank you very much. 

A. The money was very scarce when there was four of us. But before my youngest sister was born I was 
sent along to the local shop for sweets, and I'd a penny to spend between four of us. So I had a 
farthing’s worth of Rosebuds, and a farthing’s of acid drops, and farthing’s worth of tiny liquorice 
allsorts, and a farthing’s worth of some other kind of wee sweeties that you got a lot of. And they were 
put into pokes that they rolled up out of newspapers and things. Made pokes of their own. I don't know 
whether you know the kind of thing I mean? 

 

Q. I think so. What were Rosebuds? 

A. They were wee pink sweeties. Tiny wee, round like acid drops. I don't know whether you know. They 
were all wee things, you know, that you got a lot of for a farthing. I don't know what that is in new pence, 
but that is what it was. So that is one of the earliest recollections, and the four of us were there, and by 
the time I got to the last farthing’s worth, the girl said, "Could you no have asked for them all at once?" 
(Iaughs) I was very; and I remember that as clear as anything ‘til this day, and I would only be about 
eight I think at the time. 'Cause my brothers and sisters were with me at the time, and the youngest one 
was quite small. 

 

Q. Right. Thank you. 
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1906 Shop Assistant; Tailoress; Sales Assistant; Owned and Managed a Sweet 
Shop 

 
Interviewee Code N2 
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Interviewer Sharon Little 
Transcribed by Wendy Barr 
 

Q. Could you tell me what year you were born? 

A. I was born on 26
th
 March 1906. 

 

Q. Whereabouts were you born? 

A. I was born in Glasgow. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. I lived there about thirty year, <..pause..> thirty-two year I think it was. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. <..pause..> One brother, he's dead now. One brother, no sisters. 

 

Q. Was he older or younger than you? Was he your older brother? 

A. He was younger than me, five year younger than me. 

 

Q. Do you know how old your parents were when you were born? 

A. My mother would be twenty-six, my father would be twenty-eight. 

 

Q. What did your father do? 

A. My father was a conductor on the Glasgow tramway cars. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs, before or after that? 

A. Yes. During the war he went into Parkhead Forge. I don't know what he did though, I couldn't tell you. 
He'd be a labourer, you know, because he didn't have a profession or anything. 

 

Q. What jobs did your mother do, before she was married? 

A. My mother, before she was married was a weaver, you know a cloth weaver. You know how they 
weaved the cloth. 

 

Q. Did she work after she was married? 

A. No. No she didn't. 

 

Q. Do you know what hours she worked? 

A. I think they were pretty long hours in these days, <..pause..> it was eight in the morning 'til sometimes 
about eight at night. They seemed to be long hours, I remember her talking about it, 

 

Q. Do you know what kind of wages she got? 

A. They were very small wages in these days, very small. I couldn't tell you what the wage was, but it was 
very small. I know what my father's wage was, and I mean, to keep his wife and two of a family he'd 
only three pound a week, you know. It's not very much. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did your parents go to church at all? 
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A. Yes, my father was a great church man. He was a good speaker too. And from I was a wee thing I went 
to Sunday School and church. 

 

Q. What denomination? 

A. Protestant. 

 

Q. Did you go every week? 

A. To church? Every Sunday. And then various things during the week, there was the church choir, and 
various things we had; the Band of Hope and things like that, you know. 

 

Q. Did your parents take any interest in politics? 

A. Actually my father in these days was a Liberal. I know that, but I don't think he had anything to do with 
politics. But I know he was a Liberal. 

 

Q. What about your mother, do you know what party she voted for? 

A. She wasn't really so interested, not really. 

 

Q. Do you know what your parents did in their spare time, if they had any? 

A. They liked bowling. The two of them liked bowling. They were members of the club, some club. But I 
don't think there was very much more in these days. Mother was a member of the Church Guild and 
things like that. But there wasn't very much recreation in these days, I don't think. 

 

Q. Did your parents take part in any sports? 

A. Just the bowls. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of your parents’ house in Glasgow? 

A. Well, they started in a single apartment, when I was just a wee thing, in a tenement close, and then we 
moved, <..pause..> two or three closes down to a room and kitchen. And the toilet was on the stair. And 
then we moved across the landing to another house, they had two beds in the kitchen, and one in the 
room. (laughs) That kind of thing. There was, <..pause..> (counts) <..pause..> twelve families in that close, 
and there was about twenty closes in the block. There was about twelve families in the close, three in 
each landing. There wasn't a toilet in the house, there was a toilet on the stair. No wash-hand basin or 
anything in it, just the toilet. And of course, the ones on each landing had the toilet and each used it. 
You know, that kind of thing. 

 

Q. What were the washing arrangements? 

A. They had a wash-house in the back court, and everybody got a turn of the wash-house, everybody in 
that close got a turn of the wash-house. You'd got to take your turn, if you wanted, you know, or you 
could give it to somebody else. And some didn't take the whole day. Some would just maybe take a 
morning, and somebody else would get after them, that kind of thing. I remember, and there used to be 
big, big washings out. And I know when I came from school, I used to go and help my mother take in 
the clothes. And then they all had to be folded and put in a big basket, she'd a clothes basket, and put 
in. <..pause..> And then after we had tea, she ironed them all. And they all had to be ironed in those days. 
There was no nylon, you'd to iron them in these days. 

 

Q. A lot of hard work.<..pause..> 

A. It was a lot of work. They had a lot of work in these days, because they didn't have washing machines 
or anything like that. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did anybody else stay in your parents’ house, apart from your family? 

A. No, no. Oh well, for a little while my uncle, my father's brother, came and stayed for a wee while. But I 
mean he wasn't permanent. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all of the housework? 
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A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did she make all the family's clothes? 

A. Well she was quite good at sewing, but she didn't make the clothes, no. 

 

Q. Did you get many new clothes? 

A. Not in these days, no you didn't. You didn't get very much in those days. 

 

Q. Did your mother every pay anybody to help in the house? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Was your father good round the house? Did he help around the house? 

A. My father was very good at doing anything if he was asked. But she very rarely asked him to do 
anything. (laughs) 

 

Q. Was he good with you? Did he help look after you? 

A. He helped look after me a lot. I was an awful favourite with him. I was! (laughs) There was nobody like 
my daddy. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did he do the decorating? 

A. No. They didn't do any decorating. When I got older I liked doing it, I liked decorating. I liked papering 
and painting. But they didn't do anything like that. 

 

Q. Did you have any special jobs around the house? 

A. Yes, once I got a wee bit bigger I'd to do the stairs, you know. <..pause..> We'd two lots of stairs up to our 
house, up to our flat where we were. And you'd always to wash these stairs, and I got that job. I didn't 
like it. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you still do this after you left school? 

A. Yes, I still did it after I left school, for my mother. 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have as a child? 

A. Very plain meals. Good substantial meals we had, but very plain meals. We never had anything fancy 
you know, but very plain meals and good meals. We were really fed well. (laughs) Although mother 
didn't have much money, she made sure we got our food. That was one thing. 

 

Q. Did you have any favourite meals? 

A. In these days, no, I didn't. The only thing I didn't like onions. And the rest of the family liked onions, and 
my mother always put onions in mince, and she knew I didn't like that. So, when it was mince, she 
made mince in a little pot for myself with a dough-ball on top, a fancy dough-ball. A nice fluffy dough-ball 
on top, and I liked that. <..pause..> (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you have anything different on Sundays? 

A. Not really, no. 

 

Q. Anything special for birthdays or Christmas? 

A. Well, she usually tried to give you a special cake or something. But we never had an awful lot, you 
know. 

 

Q. Where did your mum and dad do their shopping? 

A. Mother did the shopping. My father never did any shopping, no. I don't think he could have! <..pause..> 
(laughs) 
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Q. Whereabouts did she shop? 

A. Mother was a great Co-Operative hand. She was a big Co-Op hand. Eventually she was treasurer of 
the Co-Operative Women's Guild, which was a great Co-Operative. It was always the Co-Op. 

 

Q. Did you go shopping with your mum? 

A. Sometimes. 

 

Q. Which shops did you go to? 

A. Usually the Co-Op, or if we were looking for something wearable, you know, I would go with her, but we 
didn't get very much for wearing. 

 

Q. Where did your parents buy things like furniture? 

A. Oh we didn't have a lot of furniture. And we never got very much new stuff, no, very, very little. There 
wasn't the money in those days. 

 

Q. Did you celebrate special occasions, like birthdays? 

A. Birthdays and that? Well she tried to do something, she always tried something. 

 

Q. What about Christmas? 

A. Christmas was quite nice. We didn't get very much. We hung up our stockings and we'd an orange and 
an apple and sweets in our stocking. And that was all. And we'd one wee present, and that was all we 
got. But we were quite happy in those days, you know. Quite happy. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you do anything for Hogmanay? 

A. No. Nothing really special for Hogmanay. 

 

Q. And what about Hallowe'en? 

A. <..pause..> Or Hallowe'en, no there was nothing. We'd go out, dressed. She allowed us to go out dressed 
at Hallowe'en. Just for a little while, as long as we were with one or two that she knew. That was all. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you get when you were guising? 

A. Well, we would go to people’s houses we knew, and we would sing, or I would recite. I loved to 
entertain, you know, I really loved that. And we got a penny, which was a big thing, a penny, in those 
days. And very often, an orange or an apple. But that's about all we'd get. As these people didnae have 
very much either. 

 

Q. Can you remember what songs you used to sing? 

A. I used to sing an awful lot of Harry Lauder songs, because my father was a very good entertainer. My 
father actually should have been a professional, if my mother had allowed it; but my mother was a quiet 
type of soul, and she wouldn't allow him to go professional. But he was very, very good. He was in The 
Tramway Concert Party, and he did Harry Lauder stuff, dressed as Harry Lauder, with a cane and 
everything, you know. And he was very good. And of course, I knew the Harry Lauder songs, because 
when he would come in, I would be quite a wee thing, I'd get him to sit down in the rocking-chair, we'd a 
rocking-chair, and, <..pause..> I would sit on his knee, and I would say, "Sing to me, Daddy!”<..pause..> And 
he would sing. My mother would be doing the dishes, and he would sing, and I learned all the songs, 
and that was my favourite - Harry Lauder songs. <..pause..> (wistfully) 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play games with you? 

A. I'd various games on the floor, you know, I mean throwing something, and hitting it. That was about all. 
We didn't have games in boxes and things like that, then. 

 

Q. Did you play cards? 

A. No, funny, at home we never played cards. We never played cards. I don't know why. 
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Q. Did you have books to read at hose? 

A. School books, <..pause..> but that was all. But an odd time, my father would buy maybe a book for me, 
you know, with the pictures in it, but that's about all. 

 

Q. Did you get newspapers? 

A. My father liked a newspaper. He liked to read, he read it a lot. 

 

Q. Which one did you get? 

A. You know, I couldn't tell you what he got then in those days. I don't remember the papers at all in those 
days. <..pause..> The one I remember most, that we've had for years and years and years is 'The Post', 
you know. But I don't know whether we ever got it in these days or not. I didn't seem to take much 
notice of papers in those days. 

 

Q. Did you belong to the library? 

A. No, I didn't belong to the library, no. 

 

Q. Have you got any memories of being taken out to visit neighbours or friends? 

A. Oh yes friends, we'd quite a lot of friends. And my daddy was a great favourite, because if there was a 
wee party, <..pause..> he would sing to them, and we were invited out a lot. My mother was very quiet, 
but he was full of fun, my father. And he would sing you see, and they liked to get him there, so he was 
invited a lot out. Sometimes my mother would go, sometimes he would just take me, because I loved it. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on holiday? 

A. Yes. He made sure we got holidays. Even when we were wee. We went one year to Rothesay, and one 
year to Dunoon. And my mother would take a house. And I remember one year, I must have been just 
over five because I was five when my brother was born, and he was the baby, and we were down at 
Rothesay I think it was, and the baby had taken the cold, and my father was coming down on holiday. 
We'd been down for a fortnight, we went down for a month, and my father was coming down, and my 
mother didn't know what to do because she couldn't take the baby out, the baby had such a cold. So 
she sent me. And I remember I was told not to speak to a man, but to speak to a lady, to ask her would 
she help me cross the road, to get over to the Pier. I remember doing that. And I saw my daddy alright, 
he came off the boat. He didn't know what house to go to, and he came off the boat, and I went up to 
him and I stood, and I'd an umbrella, (laughs) I remember that, and I says, "Here I am, daddy!”<..pause..> 
And he looks round about, he was looking for my mother with a pram, with the baby; and he sees it was 
me. However I took him up home, showed him where to go. (laughs) I always remember that. Funny the 
things you remember, don't you? 

 

Q. Whereabouts did you stay when you were on holiday? 

A. Rothesay, Column's Hill Street. I remember the name. Column's Hill Street. 

 

Q. Was it a Guest House? 

A. No, no. It was just a house. People let the houses, and my mother always took the house. Once we got 
older, we went to a Guest House but when we were younger, she felt she'd be better just with the 
house. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do when you were on holiday? 

A. We liked playing in the sand, when there was sand. We liked that. But there wasn't much we did on 
holiday except just play in the sand, you know. That was about all. 

 

Q. Do you remember any weddings in the family? 

A. Now there wasn't any, no. There wasn't any 'til I got married myself! (laughs) 

 

Q. How did you spend Sundays in those days? 
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A. Sundays we were at church a lot. Church and the Sunday School. Then when I got older, the Bible 
Class it was. But there was a lot of the church, and Monday was the Band of Hope. (laughs) I always 
remember that, the Band of Hope. Tuesday was the Girl Guides. You know, it seemed to be all church 
things. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on any Sunday School outings? 

A. Yes, we had. Yes, it was fun. We used to go in a cart, and we'd a tinny, a tin mug, it was round your 
neck you know, with a ribbon or string or something. And oh, it was lovely getting hoisted up into the 
van. There were seats, you know, they'd put the seats in the van. And we didn't go very far. It was some 
field if it was dry, if not we were in the hall. But in the field, <..pause..> there was racing. It was great, the 
racing, you know. I enjoyed it. 

 

Q. Were you in the choir? 

A. In the church choir. the junior church choir. I wasn't really a singer, but I got there. I sung. But I wasn't 
really a great singer. 

 

Q. Did you have special clothes on a Sunday? 

A. Mother always tried to keep a special coat and frock, for a Sunday. And a hat, it was always a hat on a 
Sunday. She kept that for us. That was the Sunday clothes. 

 

Q. What were they like? 

A. Well, the hats were awful funny, awful big and funny looking, they were terrible. I wish I hadn't, <..pause..> 
I could've shown you a photo of one. But we've torn up all the photos now, since I came down here. Oh 
they were funny hats. But the coats and frocks looked all right, you know, old-fashioned looking, but 
they looked alright. But the hats were queer. (laughs) 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Oh yes, yes. That was my father. I don't think my mother would have bothered so very much, but my 
father liked me to say the prayers, you know. It wasn't very much. 

 

Q. So was religion important to you, when you were a child? 

A. No, it never seemed important to me. I think it was quite important to my father. 

 

Q. As a child, who did you play with? 

A. Oh the kids about the place, you know. And my wee brother, he was a quiet wee boy, and I used to 
have to stick up for him. I think I must have been a cheeky kid, I think I must have been. Because he 
would come to me and he'd say, "****** that boy's hitting me”<..pause..> or something like that, you know. 
And I would say, "Come on, show me who he is." And away I'd go. I think I was cheeky. But nobody 
was going to do that to my brother you see, I think that was it. <..pause..> And of course he wouldn't stick 
up for himself. And of course I felt I had to do it. (laughs) 

 

Q. What sort of games did you play? 

A. <..pause..> You'd a ball and you'd hit it to one another, and, <..pause..> there wasnae many games. I liked 
football. In fact, when the boys wouldnae let me play, I used to steal their ball. (laughs) I remember that! 

 

Q. What kind of toys did you play with? 

A. We didn't have many toys, no. I don't think they could afford these things in these days, they couldn't. I 
mean kids get a lot nowadays. They do, I see them out there, <..pause..> everyone of them’s got bikes. 
Well look what that costs. Well they couldn't afford that in these days. 

   

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Oh I used to get right dirty. Oh, I was always getting a row for getting dirty. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls play the same games? 
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A. Yes, they seemed to. We seemed to. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to play with anybody you wanted? 

A. Yes, so long as they were from around the place, you know. As long as it was my neighbour’s kids. And 
it was, because there were so many in the close, and there were so many in the different closes. 

 

Q. So your parents didn't try to discourage you from playing with anybody? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time after school, and at weekends? 

A. Oh, just playing. We got a penny to go to the matinée at the pictures on a Saturday. And if I spent that 
penny, I didnae get to the matinée! (laughs) And I remember there was a boy up the same close as us, 
and I remember one time he came and he says, "What, are you not going to the matinée, ******?" I said, 
"No, I've spent my penny." So he gave me a penny to go. So after that, I spent my penny and just 
depended on him coming and asking me if I'd spent it! (laughs) I always remember that. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies? 

A. No. The only thing was in the Guides; and I wanted to get all my badges, you know, the badges that go 
in your, <..pause..> And of course I used to go in for the different badges, and of course you'd to sit the 
wee exams. There weren't big exams in these days. But you used to have to sit the exams. And then 
we used to have to buy the badges. And I always remember that we got another badge, and 'cause I 
was going to the Guides, I would say, "Oh mother, I need such-and-such of money to get my badge." 
And she used to get mad, she'd to give me money you see. They didn't have it, of course. And I'd to get 
my badge. I liked that. 

 

Q. Can you remember what kind of badges you got? 

A. Yes, the Domestic Badge, the Cookery Badge and Housekeeping Badge, and Laundry Badge, things 
like that. Yes, quite a number of badges, and First Class Badge, and First Class something else, and all 
various things like that. 

 

Q. Did you have any pets? 

A. No, we didn't. And my brother was awful keen on getting a dog or a cat, but my mother was, <..pause..> I 
don't know, <..pause..> my mother seemed frightened for them. And I remember my brother brought in a 
stray cat one day, and wanted her to keep it, and I remember I went up, we'd two big shelves in the 
kitchen, and it was up in one of the big top shelves, and my mother got frightened. "Oh!" she says, "No 
that cat's going away.”<..pause..> So she wouldn't let him have it. But ohhh! He was sorry. He would have 
liked a cat, you know. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever give you any pocket money? 

A. I got thruppence from my father on a Wednesday. My father was paid a Wednesday, and I got 
thruppence on a Wednesday; so did my brother, <..pause..> and then, <..pause..> just a penny on the 
Saturday. But we got thruppence on a Wednesday and that was all we had. (laughs) 

 

Q. What did you spend it on? 

A Oh, sweeties as usual. (laughs) 

 

Q. What kind? 

A. Oh the things you got most of. Aniseed balls and things like that, you know. (laughs) 

 

Q. You were saying you went to the pictures. Do you remember what sort of films were on? 

A. Not really, no. I know what I liked, I liked the musicals, but then the musicals weren't on in these days. 
But I don't really remember what the films were. I just know I enjoyed the films anyway. 

 

Q. Did you go to concerts? 
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A. Well, a concert in the church. Usually a concert in the church, or in the Salvation Army. I liked the 
Salvation Army. (laughs) Usually a number of us kids went to the Salvation Army. It was just up from us 
or we wouldn't have got going. And we liked it. We liked the singing in the Salvation Army, we liked 
when the tambourines went! (laughs) We liked that kind of thing, you know. It was something different 
from the ordinary church. 

 

Q. Were you given lessons by anyone, before you went to school? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. How old were you when you first went? 

A. Five year old. 

 

Q. What kind of school was it? 

A. Just the ordinary, it was Wellshome - what they called Wellshome Academy. It was only just an ordinary 
school though, you know. 

 

Q. Was it a mixed school? Were there boys and girls? 

A. A mixed school to begin with, <..pause..> and then once you got a wee bit older, then you were 
separated. Yes. 

 

Q. What did you think of school? 

A. Oh, I quite liked the school, and I was fine in school. <..pause..> I must have been quite clever because I 
was always top of the class, until the Qualifying Exam, and then there was other ones came into our 
class; and we used to get marks, and at the end of that week, I found that I was well down on Maths, 
and I was down to the second back seat, and I got mad. And I says, "Oh, I cannae have that!” <..pause..> 
There were some of them clever in that school that came, the ones that came. So I'd to sort of try and, 
you know, work a wee bit harder, and eventually I got up to the back seat. But I never always got top 
girl, not then. No, there were others you know; it was sort of (laughs), <..pause..> betwixt and between. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. Yes, she was strict, but she was quite good. She was an old-looking creature too, well she looked old to 
me. She wouldnae be, likely, you know, but I mean she looked old to me, old-fashioned looking. Yes, 
she was right old-fashioned looking. But she was a good teacher. 

 

Q. What sort of punishments were there? 

A. Oh we got the strap. (laughs) Oh I got the strap a few times! I was always doing things I shouldn't, you 
see. I don't say I suppose it served me right, you know. But it was the strap you got. 

 

Q. What subjects did you get taught? 

A. Oh, the main subjects were Arithmetic, Spelling and Dictation. That was the main thing, you never got 
anything else. It's different now. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls get taught the same things? 

A. Yes, they got taught the same things. Except they didn't get; in the end we were getting cookery lessons 
and domestic lessons, that was oh, just about six months before I left school they'd started that. All the 
boys didn't get that. 

 

Q. What clothes did you wear to school? 

A. I had a gym costume, that's about all. Because I'd just the one gym costume, and I remember it was 
washed at a weekend, and it went on, on Monday, clean. I'd just the one. And I had another one to 
change with, you know. 

 

Q. Was everybody dressed the same? 
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A. No, some had just skirts and blouses, and some had old frocks. But I happened to have a gym 
costume, I don't know why! (laughs) 

 

Q. What sort of shoes did you wear? 

A. Oh, flat heels; it was boots to begin with, button boots, and they were nice. <..pause..> I always remember 
that I used to skip and <..pause..> I used to make an awful mess of my boots. And my mother would take 
me for new boots, and I had to get them on, and then the old boots parcelled up. And I'd sit in the tram 
car. In these days in the tram cars you were facing the other ones, and I'd keep out my feet, like this, 'til 
everybody had seen my new boots. 

 

Q. Did you go to another school afterwards? 

A. No, that was the only school I went to. I went to that from the first 'til the end. Just the one school, 
different teachers. I had two teachers, the teacher for when I was, like, Primary, and then the other 
teacher. And I only had the two teachers. 

 

Q. Now old were you when you left? 

A. Fourteen. 

 

Q. Would you have stayed on, if you had the choice? 

A. Now, I don't know about that. I think I would have. My teacher wanted me, of course she asked us all 
what we wanted to be, you know when we were left school. And I told her I wanted to be a tailoress. Oh, 
and she laughed, she thought it was a silly joke. She says, "I would like you to go into an office, 
<..pause..> and learn the Shorthand and Bookkeeping." And I laughed, and I said to her, "Oh I dinnae 
want that!" I would have eventually got out, and went as a tailoress. 

 

Q. Did you go to part-time education after you left school? 

A. No. 

 

Q. While you were at school, did you have any part-time jobs? 

A. No. No, I don't think there was any part-time, <..pause..> oh, my brother was, <..pause..> he went with the 
milk. But I don't think for women, girls, there was any part-time jobs then. I don't think so. 

 

Q. What was your first full-time job? 

A. I left school the one day, and the next day I started in Miller’s shop, just up from us; and I was helping in 
there. The woman and the man that owned it were going on holiday, and the woman that was running 
the shop needed an assistant, so I was asked to go in. So I was in there for a fortnight until they came 
back from their holidays. And then my mother took me and we went to see about this job as a tailoress. 
So that, from the day I left school I started work! 

 

Q. So, being a tailoress was your first proper job? 

A. Yes, I started as a taiioress, but I did sweeping the floor and stitching the rags, and things like that. And 
then I gradually got on, you know, and I served five year. And then I was a tailoress. 

 

Q. So whereabouts was it? 

A. In Parkhead, just up the road from us. And the man that had the shop was an Elder in our Kirk, you see. 
I think that was why I would be taken on. 

 

Q. How did you learn the job? 

A. Well, there was, <..pause..> one, two, three, there was four tailors, and they each had a girl worked for 
them. And they taught them, you see. 

 

Q. So, was there a sort of apprenticeship to begin with? 

A. Yes, you'd five year to do, five year apprenticeship. 
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Q. How much did you get paid during your apprenticeship? 

A. <..pause..> Ten shillings to begin with. We got ten shillings to begin with and then you were, I think, up to 
twelve. And in the end when your time was out, you'd the full amount, which was thirty shillings. That 
was your full amount. That was your pay, thirty shillings. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. From eight in the morning 'til six at night. 

 

Q. Did you work on Saturday or Sundays? 

A. Not Sundays. We didn't work on Sundays. We worked on Saturday up 'til twelve o'clock. 

 

Q. Were there any breaks for meals? 

A. Yes. There was, <..pause..> an hour for a meal. I could go home because it wasn't far, and yes, an hour 
for a meal from, <..pause..> when was it? <..pause..> From half-past twelve to half-past one, I think. Or one 
to two. I'm not very sure about that time. 

 

Q. Did you have any holidays with pay? 

A. Not in these days, I don't think you got paid for holidays. And if it wasn't a busy time, you got paid off, 
and you were on the Broo. <..pause..> yes. 

 

Q. So, and you were saying you were paid ten shillings to begin with? 

A. To begin with, yes. 

 

Q. Was that time, or a piece-wage? 

A. That was just your ordinary wage. 

 

Q. Did you feel that yours was a fair wage? 

A. Well I think that's what everybody was getting in these days, you know. You didn't get very much. 

 

Q. Did you give all the money to your mother? 

A. The whole lot. (laughs) I used to give the whole lot. Even when I'd thirty shillings a week. She gave me 
two shillings pocket money, and that two shillings pocket money bought me a pair of silk stockings, 
because she wouldnae buy me silk stockings! (amused) And I liked the silk stockings. And that two 
shillings, sometimes they were one and an eleven pence halfpenny for the stockings, sometimes they 
were one and sixpence halfpenny; and that was me had had it. I'd still my thruppence from my father. I 
still gathered thruppence from my father. 

 

Q. Did you still live at home then, at this time? 

A. Yes, I lived at home 'til I was twenty-one. 

 

Q. What other jobs were in this tailor shop? 

A. Just the tailoring. It was just , <..pause..> men's suits to be made. 

 

Q. And men and women worked together? 

A. Yes, that's right. Yes there were four tailors, and there were <..pause..> four, five, six, girls. 

 

Q. Did you get on with the people you worked with? 

A. Yes, fine. 

 

Q. Could you talk while you were working? And laugh? 

A. Oh you could talk, oh yes. Oh yes. 
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Q. Was there any singing? Did you ever sing while you were working? 

A. No, not really, when I think on it. Nobody ever sung, no. 

 

Q. Was there a Work’s Club? 

A. No. Too small a place for anything like that. 

 

Q. So there was no sort of entertainments for employees? 

A. No, there wasn't anything like that. No. 

 

Q. Was there ever a presentation when a worker retired? 

A. No. No, there wasn't a presentation until I got married, and they presented me with a present. That's the 
only presentation I ever knew of. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did any of the employers, or wives, visit workers and their wives at times of sickness or bereavement? 

A. No. 

 

Q. How did your employer treat you? 

A. Oh he was nice. He was a nice man. 

 

Q. How did you feel about him? 

A. Oh I thought he was really nice. He was an Elder in the Kirk and he was the singer. He was a good 
singer too. He used to sing in the choir, and if there was a concert he would sing. 

 

Q. Was there a Trade Union? 

A. No. No, <..pause..> well there was no Union attached to us at all. 

 

Q. How did you feel about work? 

A. I liked it. Oh yes. I was interested in it, you know, I think when you're interested you're alright. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Could you describe what you did? 

A. Yes. I started making trousers. It was awful, all hand sewing, you know, there was a lot of work in them. 
But he charged a lot for his suits, and he got the money alright. And he got good customers. And I 
learned how to make trousers, that was my first job. Then you gradually got on, and you learned various 
other things, you know. 

 

Q. How long did you do it for? 

A. Five year. From I was fourteen up to I was twenty-one. How many years is that? 

 

Q. That's seven? 

A. Yes, well I'd be, <..pause..> my time would be out in five year, and then I'd be two year after that. Yes. 

 

Q. Was it usual to stay on, or leave, after you got married? 

A. I stayed on for a fortnight after I was married because he was busy then, and we weren't going away for 
a fortnight; and I stayed on for a fortnight after I was married. And then I left. 

 

Q. Would you have preferred another kind of occupation? Or were you happy? 

A. No, I was quite happy in it, you know. That's what I'd wanted and I got it. (laughs) 

 

Q. What did you do after that? Did you have any other jobs? 

A. Oh well, I got married and I'd a good house; I'd a three apartment house. He was a clever fella I 
married. And we didnae have very much. I couldn't afford, <..pause..> his mother couldn't afford to give us 
much, and my mother couldn't afford to give us much; so we started and we didn't have very much at 
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all. So, I took a job, and our two wages together, <..pause..> and we got on and we furnished our house 
and we got on well. And he, <..pause..> got on to be Charge-hand, then he got on to be a Foreman, and 
then he got on to be a Superintendent. So he did well. So, I mean, I was really lucky. I was able to help 
my mother, then. 

 

Q. You were saying that you got a job? 

A. Yes. I got a job in the town. 

 

Q. What doing? 

A. As a tailoress. 

 

Q. And that was after you got married? 

A. Yes. After I got married I got a job then. I went into the town. I never went back to where I worked 
before, Russell’s, I never went back there. I went to the town and I think I'd five shillings more pay, 
something like that. 

 

Q. How did you get the job? 

A. I went in to find out. I saw the jobs in the paper. And I went in and saw the man that owned the place, 
and I got the job. 

 

Q. And were the hours much the same? 

A. It wasn't a big place, it was bigger than the place I was in to start with. But it wasn't an awful big place, 
and they were nice, they were nice people. 

 

Q. Going back to when you first started working. How did you spend your free time away from work? 

A. Was that after I was married? 

 

Q. No, this was before, this was when you were first working? <..pause..> 

A. Well, <..pause..> I went with a boy. I went with Johnny. I went with him from I was fifteen. (laughs) Fifteen. 
My mother heard about it, and she stopped me going with him. However, the bold lad met her one day 
and spoke to her and told her; wasn't she far better to let me go with him, because he could look after 
me, that it was far better than me going with a lot of different boys. And she thought he was a very 
sensible boy, so she let me go with him. By this time I was sixteen. So I went with him from I was 
sixteen 'til I was twenty-one, and then married. 

 

Q. Did you go to any clubs or youth organisations? 

A. Different ones in the church. There wasn't any Youth Organisations, no. Just the choir, the Band of 
Hope and the Guides. And the Church choir. That was really all. 

 

Q. Did you go to any dances? 

A. Not in our church. They didn't believe in that in our church. But, in the Congregational Church, the 
church that my boyfriend belonged to, they had a Rambling Club, and there was a Rambling Club 
dance, and I went to it. 

 

Q. Did you still go to the cinema? 

A. Yes. We went, my boyfriend and I went to the cinema every Saturday night. He had three and six 
pocket money, and we spent that on a Saturday. (laughs) 

 

Q. How did you spend your Sundays in those days? 

A. Sunday. At the church or the Bible Class in these days. 

 

Q. Did religion mean more to you or less, after childhood? 
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A. I've always been a church-goer, always been. I'm not terribly religious, and I'm never at the church now. 
I cannae go! (laughs) <..pause..> But I believe in the church alright, you know. 

 

Q. Did you take an interest in politics? 

A. No. I never bothered much with politics. 

 

Q. So you were never a member of a political party? 

A. No, I'm not a member of any, I'm not Labour. I've never voted Labour. I've always voted Conservative. 
But I've never voted Labour or anything else. But I don't know, I don't know whether any of them are any 
good or not! (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you ever go on holiday after you were working? 

A. After I got married? 

 

Q. No, when you were working. 

A. Did I ever go on holiday when I was working? Oh I went away with my mother and father when, 
<..pause..> we were away from Rothesay and Dunoon in these days. Then, later on we went to Ireland. 
We went to Bangor, because my mother had a friend, a Mrs. Simpson. She had two of a family, a boy 
and a girl. And my mother had the boy and the girl, and we went to Ireland to this house, and I enjoyed 
it there. We kept going each year, for just once a year, you know. 

 

Q. Did make any new friends at this time? 

A. Not really, no. 

 

Q. Was there anywhere where young men and women could meet? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your parents always meet your friends? 

A. They usually did, yes. Oh yes they did. 

 

Q. Did they expect to know where you were? 

A. Oh they always, <..pause..> yes. (laughs) And even when I was out with my boyfriend my mother wouldn't 
go to sleep 'til I came in. I never was late of course. I never was allowed out late, but she wouldn't go to 
sleep. My daddy was up early in the morning, and of course they went to bed early. And of course, 
whenever I came in, I used to have to go through to the room, to speak to them and that was that. 

 

Q. So what time did you have to be home by? Can you remember? 

A. Oh, ten o'clock. Yes. I never had to be later! (laughs) 

 

Q. You were saying that you were twenty-one when you got married? 

A. Yes. Twenty-one. 

 

Q. How long did you know your husband for? 

A. Well, I was fifteen, and he'd be seventeen. He was two year older than me. 

 

Q. So he was twenty-three when you were married? 

A. He'd be twenty-three. 

 

Q. So, how did you meet? 

A. We met at the Rambling Club dance, <..pause..> we didn't have dances in the church, but this 
Congregational Church had the dances. So I met him there. 
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Q. Where did he come from? 

A. He came from West Pier Street, Parkhead. 

 

Q. Was he from the same sort of background as you? 

A. Yes. The same. The only thing, <..pause..> he'd three brothers and two sisters. I'd only the one brother. 

 

Q. Did you get engaged? 

A. Yes, I got engaged. 

 

Q. For how long? 

A. I was engaged a year. And I thought it'd be longer in getting married, because we wanted to save up, 
and by this time my mother had let me have ten shillings a week, and I thought I could save that up, and 
I would buy something for the house. But as it happened we got a house early and we decided to take 
it. That's why we didn't have very much. (laughs) 

 

Q. What sort of things did you manage to get for setting up home? What kind of furniture? 

A. Oh furniture, well, his brother gave us the suite, three-piece suite and four chairs, and that's all we had 
in the living-room. My mother had given us the wardrobe, and his mother had given us the dressing 
table, and we bought the bed ourselves, and that was the bedroom. And with us having the wedding, 
we got various pots and pans and things. And that's all we had. (laughs) 

 

Q. Can you describe the wedding? 

A. Yes. It was a good wedding. And we paid for it ourselves. We got the loan of the money from his 
mother, and we had the wedding, and we paid it, and we paid her back with me being working, you see. 
We paid her back. And it was a nice wedding. It wasn't a new frock I had, I got somebody's frock and 
somebody's veil, I had my own shoes and I was in white. I was all dressed up. Oh I was fine. (laughs) It 
was a good wedding. 

 

Q. Whereabouts did you get married? 

A. I got married in a church. Our minister had died, with the result that I didn't get married in our church, I 
got married in his church. The Congregational Church and the reception was in the Congregational Hall. 
And it was fine. 

 

Q. What was the reception like? 

A. It was good. It was a nice meal, it was really a nice meal. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon? 

A. No. Not for a fortnight, and then we went to Ireland for our honeymoon. You know I told you about how I 
was busy in the shop, and that's why I was a fortnight longer in going on honeymoon. And anyway, 
Johnny's holidays were the next fortnight. And we went to Ireland. We went to friends of his in Belfast, 
in, <..pause..> oh where all the fighting is now. <..pause..> What was the name of the road?<..pause..> Oh, 
anyway, it was where the fighting was. And they were Orange folk you know, Orangemen, this family 
we went to. They were nice people. And we went there. I enjoyed my holiday in Belfast. Next year we 
went to, <..pause..> where did we go? Isle of Man, we went to. 

 

Q. What was your husband's job when you were married? 

A. An engineer. He was a turner. 

 

Q. Did he have any jobs before or after that? 

A. No, as I say, he got on for Charge-hand, then he got on for Foreman, then he got on for Superintendent. 
The same job, but higher up 

 

Q. Did he ever have any part-time jobs? 

A. No. 
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Q. And you continued to work after you got married? 

A. Yes, I worked after I got married. 

 

Q. How did your husband feel about you working? 

A. He didn't mind at all. He didn't mind, because we wanted to get on. We both of us were keen on getting 
on, and making some money to furnish our house, and try and make the best of it, you know. 

 

Q. You were a tailoress? 

A. A tailoress, yes. 

 

Q. And how long did you keep up the work? 

A. You mean when I went back to work there? I went back to work and I worked for six year. I worked until 
I had a family. I had a baby, and it died. I never had any more. I worked part-time and then I finished. 
But I divorced that husband. I divorced him and married again. I did! (laughs) I married Bill. He's dead 
now. Mind you, he was the type of fella, you wouldnae have thought he would have done that, he went 
away with another woman! And yet, he was the Church Elder, he was the Scout Master. He was 
everything that you could ask for! He was a fine fella, and he did that. I think it was the woman of 
course. <..pause..> Well, I'm blaming her, (amused) <..pause..> maybe it was him too. However, in the end I 
divorced him. 

 

Q. So how did you meet your second husband? 

A. My second husband. I met him through his sister. I met his sister in Glasgow, she was a friend of a 
friend of mine, and I met him there. 

 

Q. Did you get engaged to him? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So by this time you had quite a lot of things for setting up home. So that was no problem? 

A. Yes. I'd no problem, no. 

 

Q. What was your second wedding like? 

A. The second wedding was quiet. It was in the church vestry. We got married in the church vestry. It was 
just the bridesmaid and the best man, and the bridesmaid's husband was there. And we had the 
reception in the Central Hotel, you know, just the five of us. Oh no, there was six, there was Anne's 
husband came then, there was six of us. And we'd the reception there, in the Central Hotel. And then 
we went to, <..pause..> where did we go for our honeymoon? <..pause..> Ayr. We went down to Ayr. To the 
Commercial Hotel in Ayr. We went down there. 

 

Q. What did your husband do? 

A. He was a gardener. He was a gardener to, you know Younger's Beer? 

 

Q. Yes? <..pause..> 

A. Well, to Mr. Younger. He had an estate in Callander, you see. He had Mansfield, <..pause..> he hasn't it 
now, he's dead. He had Mansfield, and we had the house attached. And that house is in the Square, 
and you see it; there's Dougie the butcher, and then there's Dougie's house, and then there was my 
house, and there was a way-in to Mansfield. And I lived there. And then we bought the house up in 
Lancaster Road, we bought a bungalow, up Lancaster Road. And then it got too much for me, and I 
sold it and came down here. 

 

Q. Did you work after you got married? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Not the second time? 
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A. No. Oh you mean here? When I married the second time? 

 

Q. Yes? 

A. I'd a shop, I took a  shop. I took, <..pause..> next to the Crown Hotel. It's called 'Brambles' now. And it's a 
sweetie shop. I called it 'The Rock Shop'. I sold sweeties, lemonade, cigarettes, biscuits and rock, you 
know, the seaside rock? And I had it for twenty year. 

 

Q. Did you actually own it? 

A. Yes. Well, not the property; I didn't own the property. I owned the shop. But not the property. 

 

Q. Did you employ anybody? 

A. No. It was too small a shop. I could run it myself without any bother, you know. 

 

Q. How did your husband feel about you working in the shop? 

A. He liked it. We managed fine because we were near at hand, and I would make the dinner in the 
morning, and peel the potatoes. And he used to come in from the garden, put on the potatoes, and go 
away. And by the time I came in, the potatoes were ready and the dinner was ready, you know. We 
always managed fine. (amused) 

 

Q. What sort of hours did you work? 

A. I didn't open 'til ten o'clock, and then in the summer-time, I seemed to be going on until ten o'clock at 
night. But in the winter time the place wasn't busy then, you had just the school kids. You could close 
just, say, five o'clock, you know. But I used to love my shop. Oh yes. I used to love it. And my husband 
liked it too. I mean, he didn't like serving in the shop, oh no, he didn't like that. He didn't mind me having 
the shop. He used to come up, he'd come up in the car and he'd say, “Come on, we're going for a run” 
<..pause..> you know. And we'd go for a run. And I would say, "I'll go for a run if you stop at the first chip 
shop, I'm hungry!" (laughs) 

 

Q. Going back to your first husband. Where did you live after you were married? 

A. Well he worked in Stuarts and Lloyds in Tollcross, and we got one of their houses, in Lloyd Avenue, 
Tollcross. We got one of them. 

 

Q. Can you describe it? 

A. It was a three apartment house, a living room, two bedrooms, kitchenette and bathroom, an awful big 
garden which was a nuisance. And, <..pause..> there was the Main Street, and then you went down 
Fullterton Avenue and round into Lloyd Avenue. And I was round there. It was nice there, it was really 
nice. 

 

Q. What were the washing facilities like? 

A. Well, you had your own place for washing, you see. 

 

Q. Where did you live after that? 

A. Well, I lived there all the time, until I divorced him. And then, then I met my husband Bill and I got 
married. 

 

Q. Where did you live with him? 

A. Here. Yes, and in, <..pause..> Mansfield. At Mansfield. 

 

Q. What was your house like there? 

A. It was a bigger house. It had a sitting-room; a living-room and sitting room, two bedrooms, kitchenette 
and bathroom. 

 

Q. You had a child? 
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A. I had a baby but it died. (sadly) It was a bad birth, you know. 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. I didn't know, no. (sadly) Well, I didn't know it would be like that. It was bad, but, <..pause..> he was a 
young doctor. I don't know whether he knew what he was doing or not. I should have been in hospital. 
That's what he should have done, he should have sent me to hospital. But, I don't know. <..pause..> 

 

Q. What happened when the child was born? Did you get help from your parents? 

A. <..pause..> Help, in what way? 

 

Q. Well, with maybe feeding, or cooking or just support? 

A. I had a woman there. I had a midwife, and she attended to that. 

 

Q. And if you needed any advice, who did you ask? 

A. I usually asked my mother, or I had a good neighbour. And that midwife was very good. She was very 
good. 

 

Q. What kind of medical care was there, if you were ill? 

A. Oh, there was just the doctor. There was the doctor, and as I say, he was young you know. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you have to pay for the doctor? 

A. I don't think we paid, not then. I don't think, <..pause..> I don't remember paying the doctor, unless my 
husband paid him. I couldn't tell you. I don't think we paid. I don't think so. 

 

Q. Going back to your first marriage. How did you and your husband manage the housekeeping, in your 
early marriage? 

A. Oh, we managed fine. 

 

Q. And did you know what your husband earned? 

A. Now, <..pause..> (laughs) I can't remember. <..pause..> Oh, <..pause..> in those days it was round about £4. 
He would earn £4 something, I think, a week. I think it was. I think so. I'm not very sure about that 
though. 

 

Q. How much did he give to you? 

A. Oh he would give me the lot you know, he was like that. 

 

Q. So you paid all the bills and everything? 

A. Yes, well I always paid the bills. He never bothered with anything like that. 

 

Q. How did you decide the money to be spent on things like furniture? 

A. Oh well, the two of us would go into Glasgow, and we would know what we were looking for, and we'd 
get it. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So, it was always a joint decision about things like furniture and holidays? 

A. Oh yes, we always spoke about it, and thought together about it, you know. 

 

Q. How did you manage if your husband was ill, or out of work? 

A. Well, he never was, so I don't know how I would have managed, <..pause..> well I would have been 
working then. I wouldn't, <..pause..> I would have been looking after him, but that never happened. I'm 
glad to say! (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 
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A. Yes, to begin with you'd to struggle, <..pause..> yes. 

 

Q. Did you always get help from your family? 

A. No, no. I had to try and help them. My brother being younger than me, he wanted to learn a trade, with 
the result he had been working and earning some money, but his wage would go right down if he 
started to learn a trade. But I thought it was far better for him to learn a trade, so I said to my mother 
that I would give her so much each week to help her out, because I think my father wasn't working then, 
there was something, <..pause..> that she needed the money. So I helped her out. So I've done my bit 
there. (laughs) 

 

Q. Going back to your second marriage. How did you and your husband manage the housekeeping, when 
you first got married? 

A. Oh, we managed fine. Oh yes, we'd no bother. 

 

Q. You'd both got jobs? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, <..pause..> no bother. 

 

Q. Do you know how much your husband earned? 

A. Yes, <..pause..> to begin with he earned a week £7 something. Say £7 a week. 

 

Q. How much did he give to you? 

A. Oh he would give me the lot, likely. He was that type. Mr. Younger was good to him. I think he gave me 
the lot because Mr. Younger was always giving him something. You know he always had money. I was 
alright in these days you know. I was fine. Just to begin with, it was a struggle. 

 

Q. So you paid for the bills yourself then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. How did you decide to buy things like furniture and clothes and that? 

A. Well, the two of us went together, and bought the thing when we needed it, <..pause..> we would go, you 
know. 

 

Q. How did you manage when your second husband was ill or out of work? 

A. Oh, yes, that was, <..pause..> my second husband took ill, and then he was alright. I stopped the shop 
then, and, <..pause..> he was ill; and then I went back to the shop because he got better. And he went 
back to work again. And then he took ill again. And the doctor told me that he would get worse, that I 
was as well giving up the shop, so I gave up the shop. But I gave up the shop in September, he died in 
October, so it wasn't long. (sadly) I'd have been as well to have kept on the shop, but I didn't. So that 
was that. He was only sixty-two when he died, you know. (sadly) Sixty-two. He'd have been, <..pause..> 
what? <..pause..> I'm eighty-one; he'd have been eighty-three, <..pause..> been eighty-three. So that's 
what, <..pause..> twenty year, he's dead twenty year. Yes. 

 

Q. So did you feel that you've had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Not the second marriage, the first marriage, yes. Oh yes, (laughs) it was a struggle the first marriage, to 
begin with. 

 

Q. If any neighbours were ill, or confined to bed, did anybody help out? 

A. Well, that never happened. No. 

 

Q. Where you lived, did all people have the same standard of living? 

A. Yes, most people had the same standard of living. 

 

Q. So nobody was better off? 
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A. No, no. Not to begin with, not in the first days. I mean, afterwards, people got on better, you know. Like 
my second marriage, that was different, people were getting on better then. But in the first marriage, 
everybody seemed to be the same, you know. 

 

Q. Do you think of yourself as a member of a class? 

A. A class? 

 

Q. Like working class, or middle class? <..pause..> 

A. Oh, working class, oh yes, we were working class, there's no doubt about it! (laughs) 

 

Q. Where did people do most of their shopping in those days? 

A. To begin with? In the Co-op, to begin with. Yes. Mostly the Co-op. I told you my mother was a great 
‘Co-Operator’! (laughs) 

 

Q. Did local shops ever give credit? 

A. I think they would give credit then. My mother never took it. My mother was the type that wouldn't get 
into debt. She wouldn't. But I think a lot would get into debt in these days. But my mother was the type 
that just, <..pause..> she wouldn't owe a penny to anybody, you know. 

 

Q. Were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. Not in our area. There was an awful lot round about Bridgeton way, 'cause that's where my aunt lived, 
down that way, and that's how I knew. There was an awful lot of them round there, and they used to 
take the things to the pawn and get money for them and then; <..pause..> I don't know how they'd, 
<..pause..> (laughs) 

 

Q. Was your area a friendly place? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. There was no trouble, ever? 

A. No, there never was any trouble, no. No there wasn't. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of the First World War? 

A. The First World War I was at school. My father, <..pause..> got called up at the end practically. And I 
always remember coming from school and war had finished. And all that was worrying me was, did my 
mother have a flag out of her window! (amused) Yes. But she had. I think we'd all prepared for it, you 
know. And when we came out, we'd to go through Tollcross Park to the school, and then we came back, 
we came back through it. And when we came out [of] the gate, you could see the building, and there 
was nothing but flags out in the building. It was lovely to see. That was the First World War. The Second 
World War, I remember it! (laughs) 

 

Q. Well, what memories do you have of the Second World War? 

A. The Second World War, <..pause..> well I was caught two or three times in an air raid you know. And I 
was stuck a lot; and we'd an air raid shelter in the garden. <..pause..> 

 

Q. An Anderson? 

A. <..pause..> And we were stuck there for a long time when Clydebank was bombed. <..pause..> And I was in 
the cinema one night when the bombs started dropping, and it was as long before I got out. And then 
another time I was in a tramcar going home, and it was stopped and we were all ushered into the 
subway. It was an awful time, that, <..pause..> oh it was. 

 

Q. Yes, it must have been very frightening.<..pause..> 

A. Ohhh! It was frightening, ohhhh yes! It was frightening, you know. It was either when Clydebank was 
bombed, it was, oh, <..pause..> about a week before, you know, <..pause..> I was all out, trying to get to 
work in the morning; you see, you were half-sleeping. Yes. Oh it was bad. It was really bad. 
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Q. Do you remember the rationing? 

A. Yes. Oh yes, it was bad too. (laughs) 

 

Q. How did you manage? 

A. Well you just had to manage, <..pause..> you didn't have very much, but you just had to manage, you 
know. And then there was the rationing of sweets, I'd the rationing in the shop, you see, <..pause..> there 
was the rationing of sweets. It was the coupons. And I had to attend to the coupons in the shop, and 
send the coupons in. You didn't get any stuff if you didn't have coupons to get it, you know, when you 
were buying stuff. So I'd that in the shop. But, <..pause..> my firm sent me down, <..pause..> I worked with 
Hugh Fraser in Glasgow, not him that died there, it was his father I worked with the old man. And Arnott 
Simpsons; I went <..pause..> right through to learn, <..pause..> until eventually I was sales girl, you know, in 
the coats and frocks, <..pause..> And that's where I was in Frasers. 

 

Q. Well, thank you very much. 
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Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1906. 

 

Q. Where was that? 

A. That was at Dumgoyne station. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. My parents lived there right up ‘til I got married. Just after I was married they moved from there to the 
distillery. There is a distillery at Dumgoyne, Lang’s. 

 

Q. Can you remember how old your parents were when you were born? 

A. My mother would be about twenty-three. My father would be a good deal older that she was. He would 
be in his early thirties. I think there was about ten years between them. 

 

Q. Did you have any brothers and sisters? 

A. Yes, I had one brother and one sister. 

 

Q. Were they older than you? 

A. No, I was the eldest, then my sister, then my brother. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. He made whisky. He worked in the distillery all his working life and the house they were in when they 
were married, where I was born, he was born in it too. So we had a long connection with Dumgoyne 
and with Lang Brothers. They both worked for Lang. My mother was a housekeeper to an old 
generation of Langs and when they got married he continued to work. He made whisky all his working 
life until he died. 

 

Q. Did your mother not work after she got married? 

A. No, I think mothers didn't incline to work in those days after they married, especially if they had babies, 
they didn't go out to work. She never did she just kept house, she just worked in the house. She was a 
wonderful cook. She was a cook in her working life and she was a wonderful cook and baker and she 
was always very much interested in cooking and baking. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church? 

A. Yes, Killearn Parish Church. 

 

Q. Was that Church of Scotland? 

A. They weren't married in Killearn you see because my mother belonged south of the country, she 
belonged to more Kirkcudbrightshire. Her parents were farmers and they were married down there but 
they both attended church in Killearn. 

 

Q. Was that on a regular basis? 

A. That was, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Were they interested in politics at all? 



 528 

A. Oh, just mildly. I can't remember them being terribly interested in politics. They would vote when the 
occasion arose but I don't remember it being discussed in the home, you know. Of course I was young 
in those days and perhaps I was not taking note. 

 

Q. Do you know what party they voted for? 

A. Yes, they'd be Conservatives. 

 

Q. Did your parents have much spare time and what did they do in their spare time? 

A. Well, my father wasn't terribly interested in football or any of these sports. <..pause..> He would go to see 
a football match, just an amateur match and he was keen on his garden. He was a gardener, he looked 
after the garden. I can always remember we had a very good vegetable garden always at home and 
flowers as well. I think that was really his interest. 

 

Q. What about your mother? 

A. Just the home really and then that would be in the beginning it would just be her family she would look 
after and then the W.R.I., Women’s Rural Institute came to Dumgoyne and she was very much 
interested in that. She became a member. I think she was a member of the committee in that and she 
was interested in it. 

 

Q. Did she knit and sew? 

A. Yes, she was very good at sewing. I can remember we had homemade skirts and when we got a little 
older if we were going to a fancy-dress dance, we were very keen on dancing, country dancing and 
music. We were always interested in music. There was a piano in the house and my sister took piano 
lessons. My brother and I did the singing and we had happy times in a very modest way. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of your parents’ house? How many rooms were there? 

A. Yes, they had three rooms in the beginning in that house and then they moved to another house about 
the time we were married and there would be about six rooms in it. There was no bathroom in the first 
house you see, very few country people had bathrooms. 

 

Q. You were saying they had three rooms what would that be then? Two bedrooms? 

A. Two bedrooms and a living-room and I can remember we didn't have hot water laid on it would just be 
cold water. You know you had to boil up kettles to wash up and things like that. 

 

Q. Was there a range in the living room? 

A. No, it was an open fire and it had a flat hob on each side of the fire and I can remember the oven. The 
oven was at one side and you had to light a fire under the oven to cook in the oven, to bake in the oven. 
It was all a bit of a business you know. It's so much easier now. 

 

Q. How did she manage the washing? 

A. Oh, a washing house outside and there was a great big boiler in it and you lit a fire under it. Filled it from 
the cold water tap and boiled the clothes and I can remember of course, we used a washing board to 
scrub the clothes. 

 

Q. What sort of soap did you use? 

A. Eh, Sunlight Soap, I can remember that. It was a white soap and I don't remember any variety of 
washing powder not like you know how nowadays, there's a great variety of washing powders but not so 
then. 

 

Q. Was it a bar of soap? 

A. Just a bar of soap, uh-huh, a double bar it was. It was about that length just like that and it was divided, 
you broke it off and used this bit. 

 

Q. A lot of hard work. 
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A. A lot of hard work and then of course they had to have another tub to rinse the clothes you see, no such 
thing as putting it through a machine. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever have any lodgers? 

A. Occasionally a relative would come to stay you know, just to visit. Maybe stay for the weekend and us 
kids would all cram into the one room to allow a visitor to stay and we went regularly on holiday down to 
my mother's countryside. First of all it was to Kirkcudbright and then it was Dumfries, her parents. I can 
remember my grandmother and we loved it. Going to a farm was a great thing for us kids. We 
thoroughly enjoyed it. We went there every year. Not my father, he didn't go. Working men didn't get 
holidays so much as they do now. It's laid down that they must have holidays now, not like then. 

 

Q. If they took time off they wouldn't get paid? 

A. No, that's it and perhaps if they wanted to go somewhere specially, they would go a weekend but not 
two weeks like maybe they have now. Everybody has holidays now. We had very happy times I 
remember. Walked to school. It's about two and a half miles. We started school at five, the same as 
they do now. I remember walking to school hail, rain or snow. 

 

Q. What time did you have to leave in the morning then to get to school on time? 

A. We left at quarter past eight. 

 

Q. So how long did it take you? 

A. It took about three quarters of an hour to walk. 

 

Q. Is that all? 

A. Uh-huh, yes, you had to keep going and you know you were in trouble if you were late. School went in 
at nine o'clock and you were supposed to be there on time. We had very happy times at school too. 

 

Q. To go back to when you were little before you started school and following that, did your mother do all 
the house work or did she ever have anybody to help her? 

A. No, never and I can remember spring cleaning and my father wasn't a house-worker like the husbands 
nowadays, maybe do the ceilings. My mother did that. She got up on the steps and did the ceiling and 
the spring cleaning was quite a thing. Everything went outside, we waited ‘til the weather was good and 
I can remember the bedding and everything was put outside on trestles, so that it aired, out for a day. 
The room was cleaned and then it was brought in again and blankets all washed. Well, you know 
nowadays a great many people use downies but nobody had downies then it was all blankets and they 
had to be washed. They were all washed once a year. 

 

Q. So did your father not have much to do with household chores? 

A. No, in fact I would say he had nothing to do with them, nothing. He wouldn't have known how to do it 
and I always tell my husband now that I can't remember my father preparing any food of any kind. 

 

Q. Did he help with the children? 

A. Not a great deal. The man didn't take a great deal of responsibility about handling the children like they 
do now. I have a grandson who has the five children now and he can handle the children just like a 
woman can. My father wouldn't have know how to do it. You see! Changed days. 

 

Q. So did you have any jobs to do around the house? 

A. Yes I always did dishes, just dishes really, that's all. 

 

Q. What about your brother? 

A. Nothing, nothing in the house. Utterly spoiled. If there was only one boy in the house usually they were 
spoiled and we decided my brother was spoiled because he wasn't told off. As soon as the meal was 
finished, one had to clear the table, help to clear the table and then get the basin out and the dishes 
were washed. One washed and the other dried. Just the two of us you see and that was our job. We 
knew we were expected to do it and we did it. Maybe not terrible willingly but it was done. 
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Q. Can you remember what kind of meals you had as a child? 

A. Yes, vaguely. There wasn't a great deal of meat long ago, you see money wasn't terribly plentiful. 
<..pause..> I can remember nourishing soups were made regularly even in summertime. Generally there 
was soup and puddings too. We don't use milk puddings now but it was milk puddings and potatoes and 
a vegetable. There was always potatoes and a vegetable and if we had meat it would be a very small 
piece, just maybe a slice for each person but not a lot of meat and not every day of the week, maybe 
certain days. Other days it would just be maybe, mashed potatoes and mashed turnip. 

 

Q. What did you have for breakfast? 

A. We had boiled eggs and porridge, no cereals. You see cereals were rather unknown in those days, it 
was just porridge. My father was a great porridge man. He had porridge at breakfast and porridge at 
supper time, twice a day. I can remember that. 

 

Q. Did you have any favourite meals? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> lentil soup. I'm still fond of lentil soup. I think that's my favourite and we had chicken soup 
quite often too because we kept hens. My mother kept hens and we had our own eggs you see when 
we were young and there was always an egg and then at night, at supper time there was porridge again 
and when we got a little bigger we turned up our nose at porridge. We maybe had bread, butter and 
cheese, something very simple like that but we always had plenty. 

 

Q. Did your mother eat well or did she make sure that everybody else had first and then she took her 
portion? 

A. Yes, she served out everything, she served out all the food and saw that everyone was served. 

 

Q. Would she ever take less if there wasn't so much there maybe? 

A. Yes, many a time. If there wasn't enough to go round you see she just make do with something else. 
Maybe bread and butter and a piece of cheese instead of the other but I think most of the mothers 
would be like that in those days. 

 

Q. Where did she do her shopping? 

A. Just locally. There was a little general shop at the station and you could get most things in it. You know, 
you could get flour, sugar, all the essentials. 

 

Q. Did you just walk there? 

A. Walked there to get it and you walked of course for everything then. There were no buses and I always 
remember that the Bank, there was no Bank in Killearn. There was a Bank in Balfron and I remember 
once, it would be some special occasion, there was money needed specially for something, she walked 
to Balfron to the Bank and back. Well, that was two and a half miles to Killearn and another two, it would 
be five miles each way. I remember her doing that. 

 

Q. Where did she buy furniture or new clothes? 

A. The furniture they bought originally when they were married was bought in Glasgow 'cause I can 
remember it came from Bow’s. I remember her telling me that it came from Bow’s and that was in High 
Street in Glasgow and the same for shoes. If you wanted shoes, shoes for children you took the train to 
Glasgow, got the train to Queen Street station in Glasgow. We lived quite near the station fortunately 
and you went there for clothes. We didn't have so many changes of clothing of course then. Something 
was always kept for Sunday and that was it. 

 

Q. Can you describe what you would have worn then? 

A. I remember you wore a dress. Not so many jumpers and skirts then it was more a dress we wore. A 
dress and a raincoat and the same for school. We had one that was kept for school and of course 
Saturday was a play-day when we didn't go anywhere. There was always old clothes, you had to 
remember to put on your old clothes for playing so that the others were kept right for school on Monday 
morning and the good ones were just kept for Sunday. We went to Sunday School which wasn't in 
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church it was a private house. Two ladies who were interested in church affairs, they took on the 
Sunday School and we walked to the Sunday School in Killearn. 

 

Q. Did you enjoy it? 

A. Yes, yes we liked that and they would tell us a story and we sang hymns. I can remember the lady 
playing the piano and teaching us the hymns. <..pause..> The hymns were very well known all through my 
church life and that's where we learned them, in Sunday School. 

 

Q. Did you ever celebrate special occasions like birthdays or Christmas or New Year? 

A. Always, and there was always a dumpling made, not a cake like we have now. The children nowadays 
have a cake but we had a dumpling. You know what a dumpling is? It's made in a cloth and that was a 
special occasion. 

 

Q. Would you have a party? 

A. Yes, we had cousins who lived nearby, they lived not too far away and they mostly came to celebrate 
with us. You know eating was quite an occasion long ago. (laugh) It was very enjoyable. 

 

Q. What about Christmas time? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Would your father get a holiday for Christmas? 

A. Yes, and they always celebrated. It was more New Year than Christmas and there was a great deal of 
singing went on at New Year time and do you know what ginger wine is? It's sweet and it's made with 
ginger wine essence and that's what was made for the children. My mother made it and it was just 
made with boiling water, sugar and ginger essence, and lemon juice. I think there was lemon juice went 
into it and we loved it. But I find now that our great grandchildren they're not terribly, <..pause..> I make it 
for sentiments sake, I make it usually at New Year time but when I offer it to the kids you see they're not 
terribly enthusiastic about it. They're used to, <..pause..> lemonade, these sort of drinks and they're not 
terribly enthusiastic about this; that I make a fuss about! (laugh) 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play any games with you? 

A. Yes, we played cards but mostly our games were ball games, Rounders. We played Rounders quite a 
lot and Skipping Ropes and the parents they joined in who ever were playing cards. Snap and such like 
we played with playing cards and probably they would join in with that. Maybe more my mother than my 
father, he'd be reading. 

 

Q. I was going to say did you have, a lot of books? 

A. Not a lot of books. He was a great reader and had a morning paper and an evening paper. You see 
there was no radio or television and you depended on the newspaper for world affairs. 

 

Q. Can you remember what the newspaper was called? 

A. Yes, The Evening News he got. I can't remember the morning one, <..pause..> The Glasgow Bulletin, I 
think maybe was the morning one. I remember the evening one was The Evening News and it came to 
the little general shop by the train in the evening and we walked up to the shop to get it for father. 

 

Q. Did you read a lot of books yourself? 

A. Yes, I was always a great reader. 

 

Q. Was there a library? 

A. No, no library. We just, maybe we would be given books by some of our relatives. Not the collection of 
books that young people can have nowadays, we didn't have a selection so much and I think in school 
we would be given books and it would be the same system, they were just loaned to us and we were 
taught to take care of books. I remember we were taught to use a bookmark instead of folding down the 
pages which is against the law and I remember that. 
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Q. Were you ever taken out visiting with your parents, neighbours, relatives? 

A. Yes, we had relatives here in Drymen that we visited but you see there was no transport, you had to 
take the train to a station and you had all this long walk to make from the station you see. But we went 
maybe twice a year to visit aunts and we had acquaintances too that we visited, the ones that were 
within walking distance. We had friends, my parents had friends and we'd be taken along to visit them 
and there was always the attraction of tea and wondering if there was something special produced at 
teatime that we didn't get a home you know that was a great attraction! 

 

Q. Did you ever have any holidays apart from going to your mother's family at the farm? 

A. Not really, that was the holiday. We went for two weeks. I think it was for mostly two weeks we'd go for 
and my mother would be worrying about my father. He had a sister-in-law near his work and she fed 
him while we were away because he was no use at making food you see and there was no deep freeze 
like we have now that you could prepare the food and leave it. Somebody had to look after him. So my 
mother would be thinking that it was time that we were getting back and it was quite a thrill for us; the 
long train journey you see from Dumfries up to Glasgow and then we had to go to another station, to 
Queen Street Station, to get a train that would take us to Dumgoyne. So it was quite a thrill for us you 
see, as much as the holiday probably, the train journey. 

 

Q. How many weeks would you have for your school holidays? That would be in the summer time. 

A. Uh-huh, during the school holidays, we had six weeks from school. The school was great and the three 
R's were very important then. Not that they are not important now but I feel that maybe the children get 
something different now. We had certainly Music, singing was mostly the music we were taught but 
nowadays I notice in schools the young, even the six year olds, six, eight, they're all playing 
instruments. They can play recorders, even in the Buchanan School, the little school that's here. 

 

Q. There wouldn't have been the same opportunity then? 

A. No, there wasn't, it was just singing and your lessons. Your lessons were very important. Homework 
was doled out and you had to attend to the homework and present it the next morning. That was our 
education and we were there until we were fourteen. They took you right through to fourteen in the one 
school. 

 

Q. What school was that? 

A. Killearn School that was before; after my day there was a Higher Grade built in Balfron you see and in 
the local schools, all the schools around here they are just taken ‘til they are about eleven and then they 
go to the Higher Grade you see. They are taken by bus to Balfron. 

 

Q. So you were five when you started? 

A. Five right on ‘til fourteen. We left school at fourteen and that was it. 

 

Q. Did you ever get any lessons before you went to school with your parents? 

A. No, none at all. Maybe parents would teach us to count you know, just in a mild way but not really, no 
playschool or anything like that. 

 

Q. What did you think of the teachers? Were they quite strict? 

A. Very strict. I remember they were very strict and they were treated with respect. I think we respected 
them very much. 

 

Q. If a child was disrespectful was there punishments set? 

A. Yes, oh yes, there was punishment, you got the strap. You got that quite readily if you stepped out of 
line. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls get the same subjects taught to them? 

A. Yes, that's right, boys and girls were all together in the one room and I think there were three different 
classes in the one room and we were all taught together. 
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Q. So what sort of clothes did you wear to school? Was it just a dress or was there a uniform for school? 

A. No, not really, you just wore anything. There was no uniform in the country schools but after Balfron 
was built; when it was used as a Higher Grade, they wore a uniform there. My daughter went to Balfron. 
By the time I was married Balfron was in use and my daughter when she was about eleven, went to 
Balfron and they cycled out to get the bus. The bus didn't come in here for them, they had to cycle. 

 

Q. It's quite a long road as well? 

A. Cycled out to the gate and left your bike there at the lodge and got the school bus there. 

 

Q. Would you have stayed on longer at school if you could have? 

A. Well, I was quite interested in lessons and perhaps I would. It's difficult to know now whether I would 
have stayed on. Of course you've no choice now, you must stay on ‘til they're sixteen now. It was just 
fourteen and that was it. 

 

Q. As a child who did you play with? Was it your brother and sister? 

A. Yes, we played together and sometimes maybe a couple of school friends would come, the ones that 
lived near us; they would come and play with us and we weren't encouraged to go away much. My 
parents didn't encourage us to go away to somebody else’s place to play. 

 

Q. Were they particular about who you played with? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you know why that was? 

A. I don't know, probably in case we'd get into mischief, (laugh) breaking somebody's window or something 
like that. They were very particular that we shouldn't get into trouble with our neighbours you know; any 
games that we were playing; didn't break their property or anything like that. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Yes, uh-huh, not encouraged to get our clothes destroyed. You know how boys, always jumping over 
fences and things like that but that was the only regulation. The main thing was to get us out of the way 
so that they could get on with the work. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls just play together? 

A. Yes, usually they played together. We did anyway because we were a small family. I can remember 
chasing one another right round the house you know playing games. Playing at Tig and things like that 
and chasing one another. 

 

Q. So what time did you finish school? 

A. Four o'clock. 

 

Q. What did you do with your spare time? 

A. Well, you see we had all that long way to walk home so that it was dark by the time we got home, it was 
getting dark anyway and then we would have to put our things away and maybe help with setting the 
table. Supper time was six o'clock and we would help, the girls anyway had to help to put the dishes out 
you see and get things ready and afterwards wash up and then it was time to do our lessons. We were 
reminded you see, "Have you homework?" Usually it was, "Yes." and when the table was clear we had 
to get our books out and do the homework. 

 

Q. Was there any time left then? 

A. Not a great deal. We would be encouraged to get washed before we went to bed. Winter time there 
would be hot water bottles to fill, no electric blankets. I can remember we had a hot water bottle to fill 
and get away to bed and we had to be up reasonably early you see to be breakfasted and dressed and 
away in time for school. 
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Q. Was Saturday your play-day? 

A. That was your play-day, Saturday. 

 

Q. What about Sunday? What was the routine for a Sunday? 

A. The routine; church was at twelve o'clock, when we got the length of going to church. The Sunday 
School was in the afternoon at this lady's house and we took turns of accompanying our parents to 
church. My father would go and one at least of us would go with him and sometimes; it wouldn't be until 
some of us were a bit bigger that they would both go in case we would set the house on fire or 
something like that you know. Church was at twelve o'clock, I remember the service was at twelve 
o'clock and you see it was quite a way to walk to church. We had to leave the house about eleven 
o'clock to be there on time. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on any outings with the Sunday School? 

A. No, not as such. There wasn't a Sunday School outing but we had a treat once a year from school. It 
was connected with the school. And do you know the Buchanan Sweets? You'll have heard of them. 
They are not terribly popular now but a gentleman Buchanan, he was a great church man and he was 
interested in Killearn. His forefather had been born in Killearn. George Buchanan, he was tutor to 
James VI and he was born in Killearn Parish and there's an obelisk, a tall monument in Killearn to his 
memory. And this man Buchanan, the sweetie man, was a descendant of that Buchanan you see, and 
he was interested in Killearn and he treated the Killearn schoolchildren, all of them, to a trip. I remember 
we went, say it was to Troon one year, that was a great thing and sometimes we just went locally, 
maybe to a field and sports were laid on. Races for the children and then tea would be brought round. 
Tea was made on a bonfire, you see it was boiled up on a fire and I remember we came to Balmaha 
once and that was a great thing. I didn't know Balmaha existed, of course then. We came on farm carts. 
It was a great thing you know and the carts were all decorated with Rhododendrons. It would be about 
this time of the year, maybe early June when the weather was good and we went for this trip and that 
was our outing for the year. There would be prizes and it would be packets of sweets likely, something 
like that would be given as prizes for the races that we had and then the tea was a great thing. So that 
would be the only outing that we had. 

 

Q. Were you ever in the church choir? 

A. Yes, my sister was. 

 

Q. Or the Band of Hope? 

A. Yes, we went to the Band of Hope. There was a Band of Hope and I can remember us going to that, we 
walked up. It was held in the hall in  Killearn and we walked to that and my sister sang in the choir. She 
was a very good singer. 

 

Q. Did you have any pets when you were a child? 

A. Not really. I think when we got older there was a puppy but in our youth I don't remember any pets. We 
didn't have a cat or a dog but when my brother got older he was a great one for; I remember him 
bringing home young rabbits once, he thought he would tame the rabbit. He just had got a wild rabbit 
and then he come home with a kitten once. 

 

Q. Was he allowed to keep the rabbit? 

A. Yes, I remember him keeping it for quite a while, the poor thing. Then my mother would be saying they 
would be sorry for the rabbit you know, and try to explain to him it was a wild rabbit and it wanted its 
freedom and he would be heart broken about this. I remember he was given a kitten once and he 
brought it and the thing hadn't been house trained and there was a basket of sheets and things kept in 
the cupboard where the cat must have had access to it and it misbehaved in among these sheets. That 
was the end of the kitten. So he had to find someone to take the kitten. (laugh) But we weren't a pet 
family, not really. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sports? 

A. Not really, not really. 

 

Q. Youth organisations like Guides or Brownies, were they about then? 
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A. I can't remember any sport until I think it would be after school. There was a Tennis Club formed in 
Killearn and we went to that. We joined the Tennis Club but then that wasn't in our very early days. We 
would be fourteen, fifteen something like that. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the pictures or concerts or the theatre? 

A. Not really. Yes, we would go to a local concert. There were amateur concerts. I think maybe the Band of 
Hope laid on a concert once a year and there was singers at that. That's about the only concert that I 
can recall when we were young. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to a wedding? 

A. Oh yes, yes, weddings were great things then and there was always dancing after the wedding. We 
looked forward very much to that after the eating. (laugh) 

 

Q. Where did they have the reception? 

A. In a barn at the distillery, there was always facilities there. We would be at several weddings. 

 

Q. Plenty whisky? 

A. Yes. (laugh) You see, the whisky would be handed round to the men, (laugh) and dancing. They were 
very enthusiastic dancers, all country dancing and lots of music at it. Weddings were very much looked 
forward to and the whole countryside expected to be invited to the wedding. 

 

Q. Did you get any pocket money when you were little? 

A. Not really, not as such. There wasn't pocket money handed out regularly, not to us anyway. If we were 
going maybe somewhere you would get a very, very small amount of money, some coppers given. 

 

Q. To buy what you wanted? 

A. Yes, to buy just really something to eat, it would be sweeties we would have but there wasn't regular 
pocket money handed out like maybe they get nowadays. Children expect to get pocket money now to 
buy what they want. 

 

Q. So you left school at fourteen. Did you ever do any part-time education over the years again? 

A. No, not really. 

 

Q. Would you have liked to have done anything? 

A. Well, yes. It wasn't available, there was none available, not in the country. In towns you see they could 
go to night schools after they finished the day school but not in the country, it wasn't available. It would 
be too difficult to get to you see, you would have to travel to Glasgow to get to it. 

 

Q. So you left school at fourteen and did you go straight into work then? 

A. Yes, I was just about fourteen when I started to work first. 

 

Q. How did you get that job? What was the job you got? 

A. I went to a big house to work and I worked under the butler. I was a table-maid. He would train me and 
that was the type of work I did. I went to Killearn House. That was occupied by Colonel Blackburn and 
there was about eight of a staff in the house. There were two housemaids, and two in the kitchen, and 
two in the pantry, the butler and myself. That would be six and there would be an odd man and 
someone else. It was a big house. 

 

Q. How many rooms? 

A. Oh, there would be about ten bedrooms in the house and a large dining room and drawing room and a 
great big corridor, the entrance hall. A beautiful house. 

 

Q. So what exactly did your job entail? 
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A. The table; helping to clean the silver. I was taught how to keep the silver and the dining room was my 
job and, <..pause..> taught how to set the table properly. 

 

Q. Who taught you how to do that? 

A. The butler, he was the boss. 

 

Q. Was he the boss over all the domestic staff? 

A. No, he was the boss in the pantry, looking after the silver and I think the housekeeper was really the 
boss over all. She did the cooking in the kitchen. She was the boss really. 

 

Q. Could you describe a typical working day? 

A. Well, we got up about seven o'clock and my first job would be to, <..pause..> there was a fire in the dining 
room, to clean out the fire and set it and light it and then a brush and a dustpan. There was no Hoover 
or anything like that then, a brush and a dustpan and went over the carpet if it needed, as it would. I had 
to pick up all the crumbs and then dust the tops and after that set the table. In those days it was a white 
linen table cloth went on the table and set the places for how many were for breakfast. Getting the 
breakfast set and ready and by that time breakfast would be about nine o'clock and before that of 
course we had to make time for our own breakfast. Our own breakfast would maybe be about half past 
eight and then ready to serve them about nine o'clock. 

 

Q. Then would you clear away after that? 

A. When they came down for breakfast, most of them would have porridge first and then bacon and egg 
and it was carried from the kitchen into the dining room and set before them and that was it. 

 

Q. Was that your job? 

A. Yes, yes that was my job. 

 

Q. Then you cleared away after? 

A. Yes, after they were finished, cleared the table and the silver was all taken to the pantry and washed. 
After that it was all cleaned and polished up ready for lunch time. Lunch was served at one o'clock and 
then the table was set for lunch and there would be soup anyway for lunch, soup and a roast of some 
sort and sweet and coffee after it and clear away again. Then there was an afternoon tea tray set, 
afternoon tea was served. Sandwiches and cake would be put through and tea pot and hot water jug. 

 

Q. Did you have to clean the silver again after mid-day? 

A. Yes, we rubbed it up and seen that it wasn't stained. You see if silver is used for egg, egg is bad for 
staining the silver so you had to take all these stains off. We had everything to clean it with you see. 

 

Q. So you served them afternoon tea? 

A. Afternoon tea and then dinner at a quarter to eight at night, they seemed to eat a lot in those days. They 
didn't worry about slimming you see.  

 

Q. Was it just a lady and a man that your served or were there children? 

A. No, no children. He was a widower but he mostly had guests, he had guests quite often staying in the 
house but I don't remember any children coming. He had no family. You had to go through all this 
performance for one person. It was all formality, there was a great deal of formality. 

 

Q. All that help, eight of a staff? 

A. All that for one person. 

 

Q. So when did you finish? 

A. There was quite a space in the afternoon when there was nothing much to do. That was time off and 
you went for a walk maybe. Not far away you weren't allowed to go away from the place but we'd go 
outside in the summertime and have a walk round and then in the evening you see you had to prepare 



 537 

dinner. The dinner table had to be set and mostly there would be a roast of some sort, maybe game or 
chicken and the butler did the carving and I would carry the plates to the guests at the table. He carved 
the meat. 

 

Q. Who decided on the menu? 

A. That was a matter between the gentleman himself and the housekeeper. He went to the kitchen every 
morning at ten o'clock say, and they discussed the food for the day. She would suggest what they would 
have and he approved it. If there was anything special he wanted he would let her know then and that's 
how the thing went. 

 

Q. How many days a week would that be? 

A. One day off. 

 

Q. Sunday or was it any day? 

A. No, I think we were allowed a Sunday. We were encouraged of course to go to church, we were allowed 
to go to church, maybe every second Sunday. We wouldn't be allowed to go every Sunday but every 
second Sunday anyway and I remember when I was quite young we were encouraged to join the 
church then. I was about sixteen when I joined the church you know where the Minister took a class of 
us. Several of us would go at an appointed time to the Minister, to the Manse and we got instruction on 
joining the church and we had set things to learn. We learned the Creed. We had to repeat the Creed to 
him and there was several bits from the scripture that we had to learn and then that was us a member 
of the church for life. 

 

Q. So this job how did you get it? 

A. I just knew that they wanted, <..pause..> I can't remember how we would know about it but it became 
known that they needed a girl. 

 

Q. So did you live-in? 

A. Yes, I lived in. 

 

Q. Did most of the servants? 

A. There were several young ones. The young ones, I remember their bedroom was a great big bedroom 
and it had three beds in it, single beds. We all had our own bed, our own corner of the room and there 
were three of us in the one room and single beds each. 

 

Q. So how did you get on with the other staff? 

A. Oh, very well, very well. I remember I kept up the friendship most of my life of these girls that were 
there, you know. I knew of them then I would hear that they were getting married and that was it. 

 

Q. How long were you with that job then? 

A. I would be there for two years and then I went, <..pause..> there was another house in Drymen here I 
went to. The Christies, Dalnair House. It's a nursing home now, Dalnair House. A great big house, it 
was a wonderful place and the same sort of job. They had a butler and I was the table-maid. 

 

Q. How many rooms did that place have? 

A. There would be ten or twelve bedrooms and the big drawing room and the dining room. Exactly the 
same routine. I was responsible for keeping the dining room. It had to be kept clean and polished and 
the silver was looked after in the same way. 

 

Q. How many of the family were in there? 

A. Oh, there was quite a family there. They would be mostly at boarding school you see but then we would 
be busy whenever they were at home. At holiday time, the family would all be at home. I think there 
were about four children you know, they would be early teenagers. 

 

Q. How many servants were there, there? 
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A. About the same, there were about eight servants there. 

 

Q. So eight for a family and eight for just one as well? 

A. Exactly, it's unbelievable isn't it. There's none of that nowadays. Of course they do it on a different 
system now. 

 

Q. Did they serve meals at the same time at this second place you were at? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Was dinner still at a quarter to eight at night? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Even with the children? 

A. Uh-huh, yes, dinner was at a quarter to eight. Of course when these children were small they'd be in the 
nursery, they wouldn't be in the dining room. They would have their meals in the nursery. There would 
be a nurse, a nanny and they would have their meals at an earlier hour. Their evening meal would 
maybe be about half past six or seven and then it would be bed for them but when they were older, 
when they were the length of being at boarding school they were at the dining room table with their 
parents and it was quite interesting hearing all their chatter you know, great. 

 

Q. Did you live in at Dalnair House? 

A. I lived in there and I was able to go home to Dumgoyne on my day off by cycling. I would have a bicycle 
and I was able to cycle home on my day off and after that I was at a house in Cardross in 
Dunbartonshire, near Helensburgh and it was a big establishment too. The gentleman was in the 
shipping line and I worked under the butler. There was about eight of us there and there was a nanny 
there because there was one small child. She was about eight I think and they had a nanny for her. She 
wasn't at the dining room table, she was up in the nursery and the lady had a couple of horses. They 
were quite a big establishment. There were horses there and it was quite a thing. 

 

Q. Do you remember what sort of wages you used to get? 

A. I was trying to remember the other day, <..pause..> about £36 a year, a year mind you. In the first 
instance when I was very young, about £14 and then it would gradually get up a bit maybe in the region 
of £38 for a half year, and we were just paid half yearly. It was up to yourself to look after it as best you 
could. 

 

Q. Why did you leave Dalnair House? Was it better prospects at Cardross? 

A. Well, it was and you felt that perhaps there was more money offered. 

 

Q. How long were you at Dalnair House? 

A. It would be about eighteen months at Dalnair and then I went to Cardross and I would be maybe about 
the same time there and it was quite interesting being at a different part of the country, you see. It was 
quite interesting being down near Helensburgh where on your day off you could go to a town where 
there was some shops and there was Woolworth’s and all these shops in Helensburgh and there was a 
picture house there. I can remember going to the pictures. I would be about eighteen then. 

 

Q. Did your employer ever say what you should do with your day off or were you allowed to do whatever 
you wanted? 

A. No, so long as everything was right, so long as everything was right. 

 

Q. Did you have to be back by a certain time? 

A. Yes, you were supposed to be in the house by ten o'clock or ten thirty maybe it was latterly but you had 
to try to remember that. I can remember being at home for maybe a weekend and coming back to 
Cardross. I had to take the train back down to Helensburgh and I think I had been in Glasgow and I 
would take the train from Glasgow down to Cardross and there was a violent thunder storm I remember 
and having to walk all this distance in a thunder storm. It wasn't so funny, it really wasn't. Then shortly 
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after that of course, I think after I left Cardross I went up to Auchineden, that's on the road to Glasgow 
from here, it's up on the Stockie Muir Road; a country gentleman and two ladies and that's where I met 
my husband. He worked there too you see. 

 

Q. What was he doing? 

A. He was a forester, working with the foresters doing outside work and his father was, <..pause..> they kept 
a chauffeur. They kept a chauffeur in all these houses. The first house I was in the old man didn't drive 
a car at all, his chauffeur did all the driving, of course that was in the early days of cars. Very few people 
had cars then, just the odd one. So that was my life up to thinking of being married. 

 

Q. At Auchineden there was a man and two ladies? 

A. The same routine, exactly the same routine - the butler, and I worked under the butler. 

 

Q. How many staff were in there? 

A. There were six of us. Two in each department. There was no nursery or anything, there was no young 
people. They were maiden ladies. 

 

Q. Was it two sisters that lived with him? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. He was a bachelor and two spinster ladies. But the same routine was gone through. Keep 
the dining room, clean the silver and serve the meals. 

 

Q. What did you do with your spare time then? Were you in the house most of the time? 

A. In the house most of the time and then on my day off I had a bicycle and I was able to cycle home for 
the afternoon on my day off. It was quite a long way to cycle but I remember doing it. 

 

Q. You must have been very fit? 

A. Oh yes, you would tackle anything then when you were young. 

 

Q. Did it change your relationship with your parents going away to work like that? Did you drift away from 
them? 

A. Well, perhaps it did in a way. As time went on you see you got more independent and had to make 
decisions for yourself. 

 

Q. Did you make a lot of new friends? 

A. I made a lot of new friends. 

 

Q. Did you just keep in touch with writing to each other? 

A. Yes, we kept in touch and perhaps at Christmas time we would send Christmas cards to them all and 
kept up with some of them and that was it. I would be there maybe until I was twenty-one. I was twenty-
one when I got married. 

 

Q. You were still at Auchineden then? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. What did you do after that? 

A. Moved home, went home for a short time. 

 

Q. What did your husband do then? 

A. He was still doing the same right up ‘til we were married and when we were married, <..pause..> we were 
married in 1928 and then he got work here. He came here as an electrician. There was no mains 
electricity here. The electricity was made, they had a plant up at the castle and that's what he came to 
do, he was the electrician. 
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Q. So how could he do that? From being a forester? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. How did he learn that job? 

A. Well, he did a little of that at Auchineden as a forester they had the same system there, you see. There 
was a plant that had to be looked after and he looked after it and learned how to do it. So he came here 
in 1928 to do that and the then Duke, the Sixth of Montrose, was in the castle. You know that the castle 
has no roof now, but the castle was a living place then. It was beautifully kept and he had just taken 
over the Sixth Duke, his father had died in 1925 I think, and the castle was being redone up in many 
ways. They put more bathrooms in. There was only one bathroom in it when it was built and I think they 
put about twelve bathrooms in and made other changes in the castle. 

 

Q. Did you find work as well, after you came back here? 

A. No, when I came back here, I lived at home for quite a short time until this house was ready. This house 
was being sorted for us as well you see as the castle and it wasn't quite ready at the time we were 
married so I just lived at home and he travelled back and forward. He had a motorbike; he travelled 
back and forward for the first months and then as soon as this house was ready we came here and then 
after that, there was a baby and that was the only child we had, one baby and it was very interesting. 
There was a big staff in the castle. There were about eight of them and the Duke and the Duchess lived 
in Arran in the summertime. The Duchess of Montrose had Brodick Castle, that belonged to her, the 
whole island belonged to her and they came here, which belonged to the Duke, for the winter. For the 
winter months they were here and the summer months they were down in Arran. That continued for 
quite a while but the Duchess never liked the castle very much. I think she felt it was too scattered and 
they built a house nearer Balmaha and it's called Auchmar and they went to live there. And by that time 
- time was getting on. They turned the castle into a hotel for a couple of years and it was very popular in 
the first instance with Americans. The Americans came, a great many American families came and they 
came here and they would be here for the shooting, there would be grouse shooting for them and other 
interests and that was quite interesting but I never worked there, I was just at home here with my baby. 

 

Q. How long did you know your husband before you got married? 

A. Oh, quite a while. I would know him for maybe eighteen months. 

 

Q. Did you get engaged? 

A. Yes, we got engaged quite early. 

 

Q. So when you finally got this house how did you manage to get furniture and that together? Did your 
family help? 

A. Yes, you know we would have something given us by his family and my family. They were both very 
helpful; we would get something from each of them and then it was getting on for the time of the Second 
World War and for some reason the hotel business wasn't so popular and they closed up the castle and 
we went and lived in it. We closed up this house, we shut up this house and went and lived up in the 
castle. We were up in the castle a year before the war broke out. To us it was great and my daughter 
she loved it. 

 

Q. How did that work out? 

A. That worked out fine. The whole of the castle was empty and we lived in the kitchen part of it. We loved 
it, it was great, it was fine and then war broke out and the troops; it was taken over by the army, the 
castle was commandeered as a hospital. And, the troops come in almost immediately and also Wylie 
Lochhead came and the furniture was all taken out of it and mostly sold. It was taken away by Wylie 
Lochhead and sold in their saleroom and we were living in the castle all through this preparation. It took 
quite a while you see to take all the furniture out and take note of it. There was somebody taking note of 
it, each item as it come out and being taken away to the saleroom. 

 

Q. What year was your daughter born? 

A. She was born in 1929. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children that you wanted? 
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A. Well, no I would have liked a son. I had two miscarriages, I wasn't very lucky, I wasn't good at having 
babies. I had two miscarriages and that was it. 

 

Q. Did you know anything about birth control or could you find out anywhere about birth control? 

A. Not really, it was never even thought about or discussed. 

 

Q. What about child birth or labour did you get any help? Did you know what to expect? 

A. Not really, mostly you had your baby at home, if you had the facilities, if you had a bathroom you see, 
you had your baby at home. If you were healthy, if everything was alright. The only time you would be 
taken away to hospital would be if things weren't right. If you weren't very strong or something like that 
or if there was a chance that things could go wrong, but we had a nurse. 

 

Q. Did your mother help at all? 

A. Yes, she came back and forward. 

 

Q. Did she prepare you for what was to come? 

A. Yes, in a way, not seriously. They just sort of took for granted if you were a healthy person, you would 
have your baby and that was it and that was it more or less with us. I was quite a healthy person. Then 
school days and my daughter's school days. She was here when she was five and she had to go to 
school and she had to walk to school too. There was no bus then, she walked to Buchanan School, you 
know that's on the road to Loch Lomond, on the way to Balmaha. She went to school there. She went 
there ‘til she was eleven then went to Balfron. 

 

Q. Medical help at that time. Who would you have in attendance? 

A. The district nurse was very good. 

 

Q. Just the nurse or would you have the doctor as well? 

A. Yes, the doctor, oh yes. It was a lady doctor we had in Drymen. She was very good, she was excellent 
and then the nurse came regularly as long as the baby was small, if required. 

 

Q. When you had your miscarriages were you taken into hospital? 

A. No, we weren't into hospital at all, the baby was born at home and somebody came to help with looking 
after the house at the time and it was all like that mostly with all the people around. The only ones that 
were taken to hospital would be the ones - if they weren't very well. 

 

Q. Were you never taken to hospital when you had the miscarriages? 

A. Oh yes, yes, I was in hospital then and I was in hospital afterwards. I had some treatment in hospital 
afterwards, after the miscarriages but then after that I was quite well but no more children, <..pause..> that 
was it. 

 

Q. If you called the doctor out did you have to pay? 

A. Yes, you had to pay your doctor then. 

 

Q. Can you remember how much? 

A. No, I don't remember. 

 

Q. Would it be a last resort? Would you try home cures? 

A. That's right. You didn't readily call your doctor out but the doctor came to the house more than they do 
now. The doctors nowadays; if it was an emergency the doctor would come but you are mostly 
encouraged to go to the surgery now. There wasn't so much going to the surgery then. If you weren't 
well or if the baby wasn't well you called the doctor, phoned the doctor and she would call and see you. 
So that's how it was; there wasn't so much sending to hospital then either and you tried home cures for 
simple things and all baby troubles, the district nurse came for that and if she thought it was necessary 
for the doctor she would notify for the doctor to come and see the child. 
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Q. Household budgeting when you got married, who handled the money? 

A. I handled it mostly, it was mostly handed over to me. 

 

Q. So you knew what your husband got? 

A. Oh yes, I knew exactly what he had. 

 

Q. Can you remember what his wages were when you first got married? 

A. Oh yes, two pounds a week. 

 

Q. Did you pay rent on this house? 

A. No. 

 

Q. That was part of it? 

A. That was part of your pay. You paid no rates or rent. 

 

Q. So you handled all the money? 

A. All the money. I decided what had to be bought. Well, I would consult him about bigger things. His 
hobby of course was golf, he was a golfer and he fished all his days, from when he was a boy he was a 
keen on fishing and he still is keen on fishing but at the moment he's not able to. So that was his life, he 
had lots of entertainment. He played a lot of golf when we were young. He cycled down to the, <..pause..> 
there wasn't the Golf Club here then, it was out at the gate, there's Strathendrick Golf Club. It's quite 
near our entrance gate and it's a village Golf Club and he was a member of it. He was very keen on 
golf. 

 

Q. How good was he with your daughter? 

A. Oh, he was very good. His father was an English man. I think more English men are keen house 
workers and his father was English and he would be used to seeing his father doing things. He was 
quite helpful with the baby and could do lots of things and did all the interior decorating and things like 
that, which was very helpful. 

 

Q. You lived here, is there quite a community here? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Say anyone was ill or confined to bed did you all help each other? 

A. Yes, you would go over to see them and see if you could do anything. 

 

Q. Did everybody have the same standard of living? The castle being the most important? 

A. Exactly and in those days the people that lived here, they were all connected with the castle. You see 
there is a building up there, the stable-yard is up there and the people who lived there you see worked 
at the castle too and we all knew one another and we were all in the same sort of category. They were 
all doing some sort of work and where the Golf Club is just now, there was a wooden building and that 
was the laundry. All the castle laundry was done there. There were three laundry maids and they did all 
the washing, ironing and everything. There was no laundry sent out. 

 

Q. When the Duke and the Duchess left and the castle was sold and became a hotel, did that put a lot of 
people out of work? 

A. Well, not really because they all worked for it just the same, it just carried on the same. 

 

Q. How did you manage your shopping here? Was it mostly local shops? 

A. No, I remember Cooper’s van came in. Coopers and Company in Glasgow, their van came in. 

 

Q. What sort of things did they sell? 
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A. I sent an order in every week and things came from Glasgow and they would be left at the Lodge and 
my husband would go out and collect them there. The package and the name would be on it you see, 
but then for odd things there was always the shops in Drymen for things that we might need between 
times. 

 

Q. Were there any pawn shops in this area? 

A. Never, nothing like that. 

 

Q. Did they give credit in the shops? 

A. Well, I wouldn't know because we never asked for it. I don't think so, maybe they did up to a point. It 
would only be very little if it was. We really could get most things. The only thing that was lacking maybe 
was a chemists. You see, there was no chemist and we found it was a wee bit difficult. 

 

Q. Was it just food you got from the Cooper’s van? 

A. Uh-huh, mostly food, it was just food really, it was groceries. They were grocers in a big way in Glasgow 
so we were quite glad to get that and of course they supplied the castle as well. That made it worth their 
while to come and it was all left at the, <..pause..> no vans were allowed to come in here because of 
cutting up the road etc., they didn't allow any vans or carts. So the vans had to leave; there was an odd 
man employed and he had a motor van and he went out to the Lodge and lifted the goods for the castle 
and sometimes he would probably bring ours in as well but if not Fred went out with the bike and 
collected it. So I can never remember being short of anything and of course the home farm produced 
the milk. We went there for our milk so we had everything we needed really or most things. 

 

Q. You mentioned the Second World War earlier, can you remember the day that it broke out? 

A. Quite clearly, yes. 

 

Q. How did you hear about it? 

A. Oh, we had a radio in those days. Oh, I remember hearing it announced over the radio. 

 

Q. Was it something you were expecting? 

A. Well yes, by the newspapers you see we were expecting it was coming, we thought it would be coming. 

 

Q. Now did you feel? Did it frighten you? 

A. Oh yes, we were sad about it and of course it was a bit of an upheaval for us you see as well because 
we had all our things to gather up, our furniture was all up there, the castle. This house was empty. 

 

Q. You closed this house up? 

A. Closed it up and our furniture was all up in the castle. So we had to think about getting it all together 
again and the estate tractor moved it of course, moved it down again for us. It was quite a job. 

 

Q. So how did life change for you from then on? Was it quite difficult, with rationing and one thing and 
another? 

A. Well, it wasn't very difficult for me, I was just back in the house again and my husband continued to 
work there during the war. He was an electrician to the army then. He was under the army instead of 
being under the Duke and that continued all through the war, right through the war. 

 

Q. How many soldiers were there at the castle? 

A. Oh, when it was a hospital there were about a thousand people up there. There were huts, long wards 
built, temporary wards were built all round the castle, the premises outside and a great many of the 
houses up near the castle you see, they were turned into houses, they were sold. When the war was 
over and the army disappeared it belonged to the Duke then and that's when he took the roof off, to 
save taxation. You see taxation was very considerable then and that's why the roof was taken off, which 
was very sad. We were sad about that but the outside huts, a great many of them were sold off. They 
could be bought, they were put up for sale and a great many people bought them. I think they bought 
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them for about a thousand pounds and turned them into homes and they are still up there, a great many 
of them. 

 

Q. Is that the ones I would have passed? 

A. Yes, if you came up by the castle but some of them are not, some are newly built houses but the ones 
up near the castle were all hospital wards and we had all sorts. 

 

Q. The soldiers that were in the castle, in the hospital, where did they come from? 

A. Well, they came from Glasgow really. They would be established in Glasgow, the Maryhill barracks. 
They were the Royal Army Medical Corp, R.A.M.C. and as soon as ever war was declared they were 
out. It was taken over immediately. Of course the important thing was to get hospitals ready for the 
wounded. 

 

Q. Were there a lot of wounded? 

A. Yes, quite a lot of wounded came here. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of the bombings? 

A. Yes, you see Clydebank, the bombers went over here to go to Clydebank and we heard it all but there 
were no bombs dropped, not in this vicinity fortunately. We were very lucky with that but we could hear 
the bombing in Clydebank and quite a few of the families would be looking for accommodation in this 
area. 

 

Q. Did you have any evacuees? 

A. Well, we had two little children for a wee while and then they found other accommodation nearer their 
people. That was all we had really but we would hear the planes going over and of course you had to 
keep your windows all darkened. Everything was blacked out all during the war. 

 

Q. Well, that's great. Thank you very much. You have given us a lot of good information. 
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Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1906. 

 

Q. And where was that? 

A. At Newhouse, opposite Beechwood. 

 

Q. And where did you say? 

A. Thirty odd years, I did. 

 

Q. And that was in Clifford Road? 

A. Well, out that way. You know the houses were met in Bellfield Road? That comes under Newhouse. 

 

Q. Can you remember your grandparents at all, and what they did? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Do you know what your grandfather's? <..pause..> 

A. My mother's father, William Dow, he was sixty-seven when he died, but he worked in the roads. Going 
from St. Ninians to Plean, it was his course for keeping the roads clean. 

 

Q. And did you say somebody owned a hat shop? 

A. Yes, well the other brother, James Dow, where that shoe shop is - it's that long since I've been up, 
<..pause..> but it's opposite the Golden Lion. 

 

Q. So he owned a hat shop? 

A. A men's, <..pause..> a man's shop. 

 

Q. What was it called? 

A. Just ‘James Dow Clothiers and Hatters’. It was always ‘Hatter’ that I heard about. It was a class shop 
like Menzies. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. Four brothers and two sisters. 

 

Q. And what was your father's job? 

A. With Wordie the Contractor in Stirling. 

 

Q. What did he do with them? 

A. Went round the shops with the, <..pause..> delivering food or whatever was coming off the station. You 
see the station down there at the left hand side? That's what was the loading bank. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs before that, or after that? 

A. No. The one and only. 
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Q. Did your mother work at all, before she got married? 

A. No. <..pause..> Oh she worked, but she would be a maid likely, because it was the only job you could get 
at that time. 

 

Q. But she didn't work after? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you parents attend church or not? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What church was that? 

A. St. Ninian’s Parish Church. 

 

Q. Was that regularly? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did they take an interest in politics? 

A. No. 

 

Q. You didn't know what party they voted for? 

A. No, I think there were too many of us, seven of us, they hadn't the time! (laughs) 

 

Q. What did they do in their spare time, if they had any? 

A. The garden and that. The big garden between Newhouse, it went through to, <..pause..> Randolph Road. 
It was quite a big, <..pause..> It was all vegetation, which helped to feed us. 

 

Q. And did they have a lot of spare time? 

A. No. By the time he came home at night it was bedtime, by the time he got his supper and washed. 

 

Q. How many days a week did your father work? 

A. Five and a half days. Because he worked on a Saturday 'til one o'clock. 

 

Q. What would you do on his day off, as a family; would you do something? 

A. Well, we were always in the garden, when it was, <..pause..> and the house was always clean, it was 
always shining. From morning 'til night you were working. You got the dirt on your hands! (amused) 

 

Q. Now, the house that you were born in at Clifford Road. Do you have any memories of it, can you 
describe it to me? 

A. They were all big houses right into Stirling. Viewforth was two houses up here. One was Springbank, 
and one was Viewforth. I think it was a Colonel Nightingale that was in it at that time. 

 

Q. Your own house that you lived in as a child, how big was it? 

A. A two room, <..pause..> well a two room and kitchen say. And your kitchen was your sitting-room. And a 
shelf, <..pause..> roundabout your dinner set and tea set, <..pause..> right round the top. We used to get a 
chair to stand on. And they were never down 'til somebody, visitors, was coming. The good stuff was 
taken out then. 

 

Q. So you had four brothers and two sisters? 

A. Yes, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So that was seven children? 
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A. <..pause..> And the oldest one died at three year old. And he was buried at Blairdrummond, beside Lady 
Muir. 

 

Q. What did he die of? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> croup. He was playing about in the afternoon, he was dead at eight o'clock at night. 

 

Q. So there was all of you in that house in Clifford Road? 

A. Not at one time, because the older ones went away to farms and that to work. But I was left on my own. 
They might have taken someone with them. (laughs) 

 

Q. Where did everybody sleep then? Was that one bedroom upstairs? 

A. There were three beds upstairs. 

 

Q. And did you have a bed to yourself? 

A. Oh no. My sisters slept with me. You couldnae afford that, at that time. 

 

Q. What about the washing arrangements, how did you? <..pause..> 

A. Well, the wash-house was round the back, as we called it. And it had a big boiler and a fireplace. You 
filled the boiler and then lit your fire, and you boiled your clothes in it; and it was an outside well. You'd 
to carry your bin, or whatever you were washing, outside, to empty it, and get clean water. And it was 
just a, <..pause..> from a pipe out of the ground, and the first one that did that was when Princess May, 
<..pause..> married George IV I think it was. She came from Norway. Princess May of Teck. She married 
Prince George at that time and Norway was only getting seasoned up to the good things too. It was the, 
<..pause..> ‘jawbox'; the pipes come up and the length of your 'jaw', and a wee lid on the top, and we 
were all swilled. And you washed yourself, if it was good weather, you washed yourself, up round back. 
Outside the house altogether. 

 

Q. Outside? You did your own personal, <..pause..> yourself? 

A. Outside, yes. Down as far as your feet. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Good Lord, that must have been cold! 

A. No. I mean you had nothing else. You'd no water in the house, you'd to carry it in the fresh water pail. 
And the last one I remember, it was ours at Newhouse. And one at Logie, at Causewayhead, at Logie 
Road, where the new houses are now. There was a well there for years. Ralph Christie was brought up 
there. He was a relation of my mother-in-law, <..pause..> and made his money in America, and came 
back and he put the money into Causewayhead Park. He was a relation anyway. So he was brought up 
just with an outside well, the same as me. It was good to look at, your house was always nice. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework herself? 

A. No. I had to help. 

 

Q. From what age did you do it then? 

A. I was washing stairs at Newhouse, that big building, at eight year old. And I got a shilling from some 
folk, sixpence from another. And you'd to scrub these stairs down on a Friday and Saturday. 

 

Q. You were saying earlier, your mother only had one arm? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Had she been in an accident or something? 

A. No. It was trouble that she took, just like a wee ball of, <..pause..> in the arm and, <..pause..> it burst and 
the poison went through her. So she wasn't able to do much. 

 

Q. So when did that happen to her? Was that before you were born? 
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A. No. After. Ohh, <..pause..> it'd be about 1912, I think it was, before the First War. 

 

Q. So you had to sort of take over from then, and help? <..pause..> 

A. I was wee, and I had to, <..pause..> I was learned. ‘Learn young, learn fear.’ <..pause..> 

 

Q. So can you describe other chores that you did? 

A. Washed the neighbour's floors, for an old lady. I went to one old lady on a Friday night, and got half-a-
crown from her; black-leading the grate, doing the rugs, sweep the floors, the windows, and the window 
sills, you whitened them at that time. And sometimes you got a cake with your half-crown. Well, you 
didnae get cakes in your own house. Not very often, anyway. 

 

Q. And did you give that money to your mother? 

A. Oh yes. Every penny was a prisoner. And if the gasman came you got a penny, when he came to empty 
the meter, you got a penny. You were told to keep the halfpenny for the next day. And I mean it was 
quite good, we used to run home, "Oh, the gasman's here!" 

 

Q. So did anybody make the family's clothes, or? <..pause..> 

A. My sister was a dressmaker with Lawson in <..pause..> Baker Street. She made the girls' clothes, my 
sisters. 

 

Q. Would she mend your clothes as well, if there was any mending? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. But they were never torn, because you had to watch them, and hang them up. 

 

Q. So did you get many new clothes? 

A. Oh well, she got remnants and that was run up. It was the good life then, compared, <..pause..> I mean 
you hadnae money, but you were happy with your lot. 

 

Q. So did your mother never pay anybody to help her in the house? 

A. No, there were nothing at that time. 

 

Q. How was your father, in helping your mother, was he quite good in helping about the house? 

A. Well it was eight o'clock when he came home at night. And a man, <..pause..> he died at sixty-two, and a 
man at that age was old. I mean, sixty-two, they were old at that time. I'm eighty-two the now. Well near 
enough it. 

 

Q. You look well for it, too. So, would he look after you as children at all, to let your mother out? 

A. Oh, you were no gallivanting, not then. <..pause..> When you were married, you were married, and that 
was it. 

 

Q. Now, after you left school, did you continue to do all these chores that you were talking about? 

A. At night, when I came home from my work. And the house was so clean, you couldn't help saying, "Oh 
doesn't it look nice!" You'd brasses and things on the mantelpiece at that time, and shelf dishes and 
what have you. But it looked nice at that time. 

 

Q. So what kind of meals did you have as a child? Did you help with the cooking as well? 

A. No. We had soup every day, and mince and potatoes, or a stew and potatoes, so it would go far. I mean 
that was the kind of food you got. I never took porridge. 

 

Q. What did you have in the mornings then? 

A. An egg. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you have anything different to eat on a Sunday? 

A. Oh you got ham and egg, and sausage on a Sunday. That was your treat. 
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Q. And did your mother eat well or did she always make sure? <..pause..> 

A. No, not really. 

 

Q. Did she give more to everybody else and then? <..pause..> 

A. You see, you got a pound of bacon for sixpence at that time. Everything cheap that you didn't need to 
go without food. 

 

Q. But did she make sure that everybody else had, before she would take her own? 

A. Had, <..pause..> yes. She never was a big eater. 

 

Q. And where did your parents do the shopping? 

A. In Port Street, Stirling. William Low had a shop at the foot of King Street. And he had one at the top of 
the Craigs. 

 

Q. Was that a grocers? 

A. A grocers. And then there was a shop in the arcade, where Menzies has their, <..pause..> you know at 
the top of, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Yes. So, was that on a daily basis. Did she do her shopping everyday? 

A. Oh, mostly on a Friday or a Saturday. 

 

Q. And did your father ever go with her to do the shopping? 

A. No. The church was his life. <..pause..> I don't know what they did with me, for I didnae go much. 

 

Q. You didn't go shopping much? 

A. No, the church. 

 

Q. Oh, the church. Did you go shopping with your mother? No? 

A. I was sent in for the shopping sometimes, if it was between times, but the big shopping day was 
Saturday. 

 

Q. Between times, you would get sent in. I see. 

A. Yes. And you'd go to the butchers, <..pause..> and a pound of sausages for eight pence. And pork 
sausages were dear. Well you got it on a Sunday, but not, <..pause..> you got the beef sausages, the 
cheaper ones, through the week. 

 

Q. Now special occasions. Birthdays, Christmas, Easter, New Year how would you celebrate them, or 
would you celebrate them? 

A. Oh, you would just have had a sing-song. Folk came round, but there was nothing special. I mean, 
there was cake and stuff and things at that time, but there was nothing really <..pause..> exciting. And 
they couldn't afford presents at that time. Not like now. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play any games with you? Either indoor or outdoors? 

A. No, no. By the time I came along, there was too many in front of me. (laughs) 

 

Q. So what about books, did you have a lot of books at home, that you could read? 

A. No. There was only candlelight and the lamplight, but you couldn't even read with it. 

 

Q. Was there a library that you could have joined? 

A. The one at Corn Exchange, it was there then. 
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Q. Did you join the library? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Were your parents in the library? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you ever get taken out visiting neighbours, friends and relations, as an outing? 

A. Well, they took me, being the youngest, and left, <..pause..> If they were going on holiday they took me 
with them to Ireland, and that kind of thing. 

 

Q. You went to Ireland? 

A. My father belonged to Ireland. 

 

Q. And how long would you go over there for? 

A. Six weeks at a time. 

 

Q. Would your father go as well? 

A. No. It was his parents, but they were dead the time that I'd go. <..pause..> They were Covenanters. But 
they were away, I mean you didn't know much about them. There were ten boys and ten girls in their 
family. 

 

Q. So did your father just stay at home then, and you'd go over with your mother? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you have any other holidays, other than going to Ireland? 

A. No. If we got a holiday, it was all spring cleaning. And at that time, your mattress was straw, and it was 
taken outside and brushed and left out in the sunshine. They were spotlessly clean. 

 

Q. So that's what you would have to do in your holidays? (laughs) Do you ever remember a wedding in the 
family at all, that you went to? 

A. Yes. I went to one in Cowie. 

 

Q. What age were you then? 

A. I'd be about fourteen I think, and it was the horse cabs, two horses and a cab. Two cabs. And the whip 
was tied with white ribbon, and the door handles, and it jollied along as the cows would as yet - it 
hasnae changed. And the hall was opened in 1914, and the Cowie kids were all round the doors, 
waiting to see what was going to be flung out. (laughs) I mean it was good. 

 

Q. How did you spend Sundays in those days? What was the routine for a Sunday? 

A. Oh, they were all at the church but me, and I was left at home to do the chores. 

 

Q. Was that why you weren't taken, because you had to stay at home and do the chores? 

A. Yes, and I was quite capable of leaving when I was young. 

 

Q. So did you never start going when you got a bit older, or that? No? 

A. No. I didn't like them, <..pause..> to be quite honest I wouldn't go. I was quite pleased to work. 

 

Q. Did your parents never feel that you should have gone? 

A. No, I was really needed in the house. 

 

Q. Would your whole Sunday be, just doing the household chores? 

A. Oh no, I was finished <..pause..> round about dinner time, after I got washed up. 
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Q. And then what would you do? 

A. Out to the King's Park to hear the Salvation Army. 

 

Q. Would that be with your mum and dad, and the rest of them? 

A. Oh no. Myself, or with whoever was available. 

 

Q. Did you have special clothes for a Sunday? Did you have your 'good' clothes for a Sunday? 

A. Oh yes. You wouldnae dare put them on through the week. Had to be hung up and kept. And what was 
your 'good' thing for this year, you got that for your secondary thing the following year. Not a mark on it. 

 

Q. Did you not even go to Sunday School? 

A. Oh, I went to Sunday School. When I was younger. 

 

Q. Was that in the mornings? 

A. No, dinner, <..pause..> twelve o'clock, after the church came out, half-past twelve. 

 

Q. Were you ever in the Band of Hope or Socialist Sunday School? 

A. Yes, there was one at the top of Barn Road, and I went to it. Came into Stirling and went up there. I was 
so innocent, and I thought Jesus would come in the door that night! (laughs) I really thought that, when 
they said "Jesus will come”, <..pause..> I sat and watched that! <..pause..> (laughs) 

 

Q. Was religion quite important to you as a child then? 

A. Yes, I enjoyed it. And I worked 'til I was seventy odds. I'm not long retiring. I did men's work. I'd twenty-
seven years in the Labour Exchange. 

 

Q. As a child who did you play with? 

A. Oh, I didnae play much outside. I mean, I had my work to do. 

 

Q. What sort of games did you play, either outside or inside? 

A. Oh, I didnae go, <..pause..> play much. By the time that I'd did what I was supposed to do; <..pause..> 
Sunday morning, I'd all the boots to clean, and that kind of thing, so we wouldn't go out in the road. You 
hadnae much time. 

 

Q. Did you have no games that you enjoyed playing? 

A. There was always grown-ups over at the Newhouse. 

 

Q. So, your free time after school, and weekends, after you'd done your chores, how would you spend it 
then? You said you would go to King's Park and watch the Salvation Army. 

A. On a Sunday. 

 

Q. What else would you do? 

A. But every night I came home from school, there were a big bucket of potatoes to be peeled for the next 
day, (laughs) I'd that to do for the next day. And then you rolled up your potato skins in paper with some 
wood dross, <..pause..> and rolled it up tight and put it on the fire. Backing for the fire, <..pause..> kept the 
fire in all night. 

 

Q. So would you never get time to play at all? 

A. No. But I did when I got older, I'd six beautiful dolls, and before I came in here; <..pause..> oh they were 
lovely. I mean they were big. 

 

Q. What age did you get them? 
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A. I was a granny by that time myself! (laughs) 

 

Q. Making up for? <..pause..> 

A. Oh they were lovely. Karen my, <..pause..> was lovely. Babies clothes, the second year for a baby didnae 
fit them. Oh they were lovely, nice frilled pants and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you not have a doll when you were little? 

A. No. I made up for it. 

 

Q. Would you say you had any hobbies? Did you enjoy walking, or maybe something like that? 

A. Oh no. <..pause..> (sighs) By the time I got my chores done and that. <..pause..> 

 

Q. What did you do on a Saturday? Was that all chores as well? 

A. You'd to make sure everything was ready for a Sunday morning. Sometimes you got a sixpence for the 
pictures. <..pause..> There used to be one in the Craigs there. On up where the furniture shop is now. 
That was before it, <..pause..> was put into, converted into the Picture House. And in 1921 they opened 
the one, the Kinema. It's away now. It was recently, well not many, <..pause..> it was the Kinema, and 
then the Picture House was opened just shortly after that, in Orchard Place. 

 

Q. Was that quite a regular thing? Did you maybe go once a week there? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> Monday night, I think it was, I got. 

 

Q. And did you like that? 

A. You'd to walk in the road. "You're no' getting the penny for the bus. You want to go? <..pause..> You'll 
walk!" I mean that was the usual thing in families. 

 

Q. Were you ever in any youth organisations, like the Guides or the Brownies? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did you get regular pocket money then, or was it just if you were going somewhere? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> just if you were going somewhere. They couldnae afford it, their pay was only a pound a 
week. 

 

Q. Now school. Before you started school, did you get any lessons from your parents beforehand, or 
anybody else? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. What age were you when you started school? 

A. Six, <..pause..> eh, five. One of my brothers took me. And I was even keen on working then. H.P. Taylor, 
<..pause..> Tyler, not Taylor, opposite where Littlewoods is now, and they had a big brass plate and two 
front windows, oh, quite deep. H.P. Tyler. And when I went to school my mother got me, <..pause..> 
taking my pinny, you wore pinnies at that time, tied at the back; (laughs) <..pause..> and taking my pinny, 
<..pause..> to get rubbing! [the brass plate] (laughs) He wouldnae watch me doing it. <..pause..> 

 

Q. That's what you used to do?! 

A. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you get any money for doing it? No? (laughs) 

A. They were going to, <..pause..> chase me! <..pause..> 

 

Q. (laughs) What school did you go to then? 

A. The Craigs school, just across the road there. 
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Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. Yes, I liked everybody. 

 

Q. What were the teachers like, were they quite strict? 

A. Good. One's living to 104, Miss Mitchell. She's out in Viewforth Nursing Home, Bridge of Allan. She's 
one hundred and four, past, on the 4th of March. 

 

Q. Were there any punishments? 

A. I never got it anyway, I mean, I must have been brilliant! (amused) 

 

Q. (laughs) What was the punishment then, if you were bad or? <..pause..> 

A. The strap. 

 

Q. What sort of things would you get strapped for? 

A. Oh well, I never did anything. There wasnae, <..pause..> evil, somehow, not at that time. 

 

Q. Can you remember the subjects you were taught? What things did you get? 

A. Well you'd prayers in the morning. You got your Arithmetic, which I hated. It was the only thing I couldn't 
do, and I can't do it yet; the decimal. Everything else I could do: Grammar, History, Dictation, even 
History interests me yet. But ohh! Counting. "Do you want to take out your jotters for,” <..pause..> (laughs) 

 

Q. Arithmetic? 

A. Oh! (groans) I'd a wee prayer to myself. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. You all worked, <..pause..> to the one end, yes. 

 

Q. Did you have a uniform for school? 

A. Oh no, you wore what, <..pause..> the best you had. Taken off when you came home. 

 

Q. And what did you do at playtimes? Did you have a playtime? 

A. It was just across the road there, and you just, of course there were different works down here at that 
time - George Street. You just, <..pause..> the boys had football, but the girls more or less, <..pause..> a 
wee game they had up against the wall, and, what was it? "The Queen has lost a beautiful ring, guess 
who's found it?" You were all sitting with your hands out, to catch at the ring. That's about as far as it 
went. 

 

Q. So how long were you at the Craigs school? 

A. 'Til I was fourteen. 

 

Q. And then did you go on to another school after that? 

A. No, that was me. There werenae so much of the High School; into a higher school at that time. 

 

Q. Would you have lilkd to have stayed longer, if you could? 

A. No. Oh no, the counting finished me! (laughs) 

 

Q. The counting? <..pause..> (laughs) Did you ever attend any part-time education later on in life? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Evening classes, or anything like that? 
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A. No, <..pause..> had to work when I came home at night, and everything had to be in it's place. 

 

Q. When you were at school, did you ever have any part-time jobs, other than cleaning for the neighbours, 
and getting money from them? 

A. No, just, <..pause..> helping the old folk. Sometimes I did not so bad when I got half-a-crown. 

 

Q. That was quite a lot? <..pause..> 

A. Ohh! It was. You handed it over thinking it was helping the house. Two and six was a lot of money at 
one time. 

 

Q. So what was your first full-time job then? 

A. I went to Cambusbarron Mill. And I was there with only twelve shillings a week. And the first thing I did 
with my first pay was bought two table-cloths, one for my sister. (laughs) I was going to get killed! 

 

Q. How did you get that job? 

A. You went out and asked could; <..pause..> any vacancies. 

 

Q. Did you ask about it before you left school? Did you just leave school, and then look for a job? 

A. No. It was hand tufting carpets, big carpets. You'd your big loom in front of you and it was a big five feet 
by four, whatever the carpet was. You sat on your bench and hand tufted the carpet. And when it was 
finished, it was taken to Glasgow, to Templeton’s, and sheared - like that you know, made smooth. And 
you got a half an hour's tea-break at your lunch-time. You didnae have, <..pause..> you'd to take a piece 
with you, that's why I couldn't stick it. I liked my dinner time. 

 

Q. So how did you learn that job? Did somebody teach you? 

A. No, you went into this big place, you'd to learn quick. 

 

Q. You just watched others, and picked it up from there? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. Eight o'clock to five, half-past five at night. 

 

Q. What days? 

A. Every day, except Sunday. Half-day on a Saturday. 

 

Q. Did you have any holidays with pay or anything like that? 

A. Oh no, you didnae get paid for your holidays. 

 

Q. So was it a set wage, or was it piecework, or anything like that? 

A. It was a set wage at that time. 

 

Q. Did you feel it was a fair wage for what you were doing? 

A. Oh at that time, it was. I mean nobody had big pays. 

 

Q. You were saying with your first wage you went out and you bought two tablecloths. <..pause..> (laughs) 

A. Yes we had a tapestry in the factory. They sold that kind of thing, curtains and that. So my first pay went 
on two tablecloths, <..pause..> for a small table. 

 

Q. So what did you do with your other wages? 

A. Oh, I handed it into the house. But I thought they were a good bargain, 2/6, <..pause..> each, that's what 
the tablecloths cost. (laughing) 
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Q. So you carried on living at home the whole time you were working there? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. So what other jobs were there in the mill at that time? Can you think of? <..pause..> 

A. In service. 

 

Q. In the mill itself, though, what other jobs were in the mill? 

A. That's well, <..pause..> it was all you could do, because it was a big job. You got a long while for to do it, 
but you'd to keep your hands going the whole time. 

 

Q. Were there men working there as well? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What did the men do? 

A. They were in a different department. They had to help to change the cylinders for your work. It was a 
big long form we sat on, in front of the bench. But I carried a piece, oh, I didnae like it. 

 

Q. Was it noisy at all? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Or dirty work? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did men and women ever work together, or were they always in separate departments? 

A. Men watched that you did your work. Somebody came through and up and down to see that you were 
kept going. 

 

Q. So what if you were day-dreaming or something like that? What would happen? 

A. We never got the chance. You were frightened. It was your job. You had to stick it 'til you got something 
else. 

 

Q. Could you talk or that while you were working, was that allowed? 

A. You didn't do it. 

 

Q. Was there a Work’s Club with them at that time? 

A. No, nothing, no. 

 

Q. If a worker left or retired, did you have a presentation for them? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So how did you feel your employer treated you? 

A. Oh, it was supposed to be good at that time. It wasnae a hard life, because, <..pause..> you didnae pay 
much for anything you were getting. When you look back, we hadnae much money, but you could do 
something with it. 

 

Q. So how long were you at the mill then? 

A. Oh about a year and a half, I think it would be. And I went into service. I'd ten shillings a week and your 
food, and your bed. 

 

Q. What made you go into Service? 
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A. There wasn't many jobs to pick from. 

 

Q. Did you get this job before you left the mill? 

A. I walked up to Manse Crescent, and asked Mrs. Short was she wanting somebody, and that's how I got 
it. I was started the same week. 

 

Q. And did you know that lady, or something? 

A. No, I just went to the door. I've never lost a day in my life, this is the first of me doing nothing. 

 

Q. Did she have other domestic servants? 

A. No, not her. 

 

Q. Were you just the general maid? 

A. Everything, yes. But I went to yon big house, it was before you go to Bridge of Allan. The Knock. It was 
a beautiful house, it was like what you see on the television. Just before you go forward to the, <..pause..> 
the University. 

 

Q. Was that after Mansfield (Manse) Crescent? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. You went there. So how long were you at Mansfield (Manse) Crescent then? 

A. About two years I think it was. 

 

Q. And then you went on to Bridge of Allan? 

A. Oh they moved to Edinburgh, and I went with them 'til they got the house in order. Dear, what was the 
name of it? Piersall Terrace. 

 

Q. Oh you moved with them to Edinburgh? 

A. To get the house arranged. I wasnae going to stay then. 

 

Q. So how long were you with them in Edinburgh then? 

A. Oh just two months I think it was, to get the house, <..pause..> You were expected to do big things then. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do for them? 

A. Cooking and everything. 

 

Q. Cleaning and? <..pause..> 

A. Everything. Just what you do in your own house, I mean, just, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And did they have a family? Did they have children? 

A. One son. 

 

Q. Was he little or? <..pause..> 

A. Well, he was grown up. 

 

Q. What were your hours with them? 

A. You were never done 'til you locked the door at night. (amused) You didn't get much time off there. And 
then I went to Robert Walls & Son, Kerse Mills. 

 

Q. Before that, you were saying, <..pause..> from Edinburgh, where did you go after you came back? 
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A. I came back and went into Kerse Mill Sowers. And I had self-raising flours to make, in different flats. 
You'd to put in your flour and your mixture at the top flat, and it came down four flats before it came to 
the bottom. Then you took them off in a three and a half pound bag, about that, <..pause..> I don't know 
whether you've seen the wee bags of flour or not. And then you put them through a machine for to stitch 
the top of them. You'd somebody else at the other end cutting them as they came along. I'd to put them 
in though. And whoever was on the end; a mechanical, a revolving thing, <..pause..> sent it right on, and 
they, <..pause..> packed them into bags, the hundredweights. There's no job I havenae done! 

 

Q. So how did you get that job? 

A. I went down to Mr. Walls and asked him if heads were needed. 

 

Q. Was that after you came back from Edinburgh, you just went down there and asked? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So how did you like living away from home, when you were in Edinburgh for the two months? 

A. I liked it well enough, but I knew I wasnae going to stay. 

 

Q. So it didn't matter, because you knew you were coming back? 

A. No, it didnae matter. 

 

Q. What were your hours at this place, then? 

A. At Kerse Mill? Eight to half-past five. 

 

Q. Now many days? 

A. Every day. Saturday 'til one o'clock. 

 

Q. And Sunday off? 

A. Sunday off. 

 

Q. What was your wage there? 

A. Eighteen shillings a week to begin with, and then you got two shillings of a rise, to a pound, £1. 

 

Q. So how long were you with them? 

A. Seven year. 

 

Q. Did you enjoy that work? 

A. I did. I loved it. 

 

Q. And what about the people you worked with? <..pause..> 

A. Everybody liked everybody. 

 

Q. And your boss? 

A. He was good. I've never been checked from a job yet. I've never been drawn up on it. 

 

Q. So, you were seven years there. Do you remember what year that would be then? 

A. I think it was '29. <..pause..> 

 

Q. You were 29? 

A. I think it was 1929. 

 

Q. And what did you do then? 
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A. The Labour Exchange. I was there 'til I retired. 

 

Q. And did you get that job before you left Kerse Mill? 

A. Oh yes, you had to have a job to go to. Your mother couldnae keep you. I forget, <..pause..> when I went, 
George is 54, 55. Well I went to Kerse Mill for the sake of the £1. It was really heavy work, yon big bags; 
ten stones of flour. But there again, you got used to it. 

 

Q. So what was your job at the Labour Exchange? 

A. Caretaker. 

 

Q. Caretaker? 

A. Everything. I could put in lights and everything. 

 

Q. Your job? 

A. Yes. Next door there. And as I am now, if you asked anybody there, "Where's the woman that didnae 
wear stockings and cardigans?" They would tell you where I stayed. Everybody knew me like this, 
summer and winter. 

 

Q. So what made you go for that job then? 

A. Well it was a big pay, £1 a week. I think I got a shilling back. 

 

Q. Didn't you get a £1 a week at Kerse Mill though? 

A. Yes, I got £l a week there. Eighteen shillings to begin and then a £1. It was a lot of money. 

 

Q. So at the Labour Exchange, you started off at a £1 and then did it go up more? 

A. Oh, I'm on a, <..pause..> Civil Servants' Pension now, which is very big, but it's taken in here, they take all 
your pensions in here. 

 

Q. So what sort of things did you do at the Labour Exchange? You were saying you put light bulbs in and? 
<..pause..> 

A. I had the cleanest office in the Civil Service. And I did everything. I was in at half-past five in the 
morning, to get the heating up. I shovelled tons of coal, put it into the, <..pause..> machine worked 
roundabouts; put the heating up through a box. Only one morning that they were cold, the staff. They all 
come and see me yet. All the staff comes. 

 

Q. What hours did you work then? 

A. Half-past five in the morning, 'til nine o'clock in the morning 'til I opened the doors to let the folks in. I 
had an hour, or an hour and a half, through the day. And at night, half-past four 'til nine at night. That's 
why I never had, <..pause..> And in the winter time I had to do the fire on a Sunday, to keep the heating 
up. 

 

Q. So what made you go for that job, it couldn't have been just the money was it? 

A. I liked doing heavy work. 

 

Q. You liked it? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Would they not have preferred a man? 

A. No. The man got his 'books'. And I was working on my own with him at that time. So the headquarters in 
London wanted to know if I would take it. So I took it. 

 

Q. So did you get paid as much as the man would have gotten paid? 

A. No. He'd a wee bit more. I don't know what he got. 
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Q. Is that right? And did you never object to that? 

A. The pays were from London. I mean, they werenae doing me. 

 

Q. Did you do exactly the same work as the man would have done? 

A. Same work, and better, because the place was shining. I never once was called up about a mistake or 
anything dirty. I don't know where my references are. Oh, they're not here, my son's got them. 

 

Q. So how did you spend your free time away from work then, during your working life? 

A. I went out with my boyfriend. And I couldn't get out, in the house 'til nine o'clock, by the time I did the 
things for the house. Making jam, when it was the jam season. Everything. 

 

Q. So before you met your boyfriend, what would you do? 

A. I was at school with him, pet. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Oh I see, right through from school? 

A. <..pause..> And I thought to myself, "You're not a bad-looking Johnny” <..pause..> (laughs) He was a diesel 
instructor at the railway. 

 

Q. Diesel instructor? 

A. He was an engine driver before that. 

 

Q. So you just went out with him any spare time that you had? 

A. Well off and on, I mean, I was young. I thought I could get somebody else! (laughs) 

 

Q. (laughs) I see. So where would you go then, when you went out? Just for walks? 

A. Well, he hadnae money either. If we had a shilling for the pictures, fair enough, but, <..pause..> What a 
life! (amused) And he was brought up in Orchard Place, at the back of the shops. You know where I 
mean? 

 

Q. Yes. So, on Sundays, did you start going to church then or anything like that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What did you do on your Sundays? 

A. By the time that I had got the breakfasts passed, and everything went back in it's place, and it was one 
o'clock then, <they> came out of the church. By the time you got washed up again, <..pause..> get ready 
for the tea - you hadnae much time. And even that, it was eight o'clock some nights before I could get 
out. 

 

Q. So did you make lots of new friends with working? 

A. I tell you, here, there's not a soul comes in here, nobody, but I know their grannies or their grandfathers, 
where they were born, or why they were born. 

 

Q. So were there any special places that you could go with your boyfriend, that young men and young 
women could meet? 

A. Well, I knew some of the railway wives, <..pause..> you were out, got your supper, <..pause..> that was 
something. You hadnae money to spend on, <..pause..> It was good, you learned a lot through that. 

 

Q. So what age were you when you got married then? 

A. <..pause..> About twenty-nine I think; twenty-eight or twenty-nine. 

 

Q. And you'd known your husband from school? 
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A. We went to school together. (laughs) 

 

Q. And what age was he, was he the same age? 

A. No, three year older. So I fell for him in a big way. 

 

Q. (laughs) Was he from the same background as yourself? 

A. Yes, he wasnae, <..pause..> well his father was a guard in the railway, and his brother and he. 

 

Q. What was your husband's job when you got married? Was he still a diesel instructor then? 

A. No, just a, <..pause..> fireman, and he, <..pause..> if he got an engine to take out, an extra shilling they got, 
<..pause..> say he had to go to Glasgow with an engine, that was when he was a fireman a shilling was 
all he got. Sometimes he got three shillings extra in the week. 

 

Q. Would he have to go all the way from Stirling to Glasgow for a fire?! 

A. Fireman? No, if he was taking an engine. You got three shillings extra, that's what it was. 

 

Q. So where were you living when you got married? 

A. Across the road here. 

 

Q. Was that a Council house? 

A. Oh no, a tenement, two room and kitchen. 

 

Q. And how did you manage to get that? 

A. Well, it was settled before I got married. My husband met me one day, he says, "I've got a house." I 
never thought of where I was going to stay. I had it for three months before I was married. 

 

Q. Was that a private landlord? 

A. Yes. I think the rent was 4/6 a week. And it was nice for that. Then I moved up the stair. So I've never 
been away from this corner. 

 

Q. How did you manage to set up home? Furniture and things like that? Did you get a lot of wedding 
presents? 

A. I did. It was two occasional chairs for the kitchen I got, and a table, a pull-out table. And all these big 
things. And my mother-in-law gave me a sideboard, and covered all the floors. It wasnae carpets at that 
time. Rugs and polished floors. Oh a real, <..pause..> humdinger! 

 

Q. Where did you get married? 

A. At the Ambulance Hall, the Railway Hall down at Thistle Street. Karen did the purveying. There were 
fifty folk at the wedding, 2/6 a head. Two and six! 

 

Q. Who paid for that? 

A. My mother. And aeriated waters they had, steak pies and green peas with your, <..pause..> (laughs) 

 

Q. Steak pies and green peas and aeriated waters! (laughs) No champagne, no? 

A. Oh my God, not at that time! (laughs) 

 

Q. So, that was quite a big reception really, wasn't it? 

A. It was. I havenae got my wedding photos. What's ‘in’ now, I had then. A hat wedding. And my bouquet 
was cream tea roses, with a blue dress, a blue hat. You know the old-fashioned pictures? It's modern 
now. 

 

Q. Did you manage to have a honeymoon? 
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A. No, I had my house to go to. 

 

Q. So it was just, you got married and straight to your house? 

A. We just came along Orchard Place, and we were here. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you walk along? 

A. (laughs) 

 

Q. (Laughs) Oh well. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you work at all, after you got married? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. You did go on working? 

A. For the forenoon, you got five bob. Going to houses. 

 

Q. Was it another job? You weren't still with the Labour Exchange then? 

A. No, not at that time. 

 

Q. So how long had you been with the Labour Exchange? 

A. Twenty-seven year. 

 

Q. But before you got married, how long? <..pause..> 

A. I've never had an idle day, hen, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Oh you started with the Labour Exchange after you got married? 

A. Yes, that's right. I'd twelve managers, at different times. Twelve managers, and they were all good. 

 

Q. So what job were you in when you got married? 

A. Kerse Mills. 

 

Q. And did you continue with that job? 

A. Yes, a wee while. 

 

Q. Then what did you do? 

A. I went into service, <..pause..> mornings, two or three hours in the mornings. You didnae get well paid at 
that time either. 

 

Q. Was that every morning? 

A. Well, sometimes. Sometimes all day. 

 

Q. And who did you work for then? I was working for the Town Council for a while. And the Ministry of 
Transport, Customs and Excise. I went into all these jobs where I was sure I would get my pay! I've got 
all these references from the lot. 

 

Q. How did you get all these jobs? Just go and ask if they needed, <..pause..> what would you have called it, 
‘Cleaning’ then? 

A. No, they were needing me to work. I didn't say, <..pause..> I could do anything. I'd a big sewing machine 
at Kerse Mill too, for sewing the bags; if I wasnae doing anything, making the self-raising flour, I was 
sitting at this big machine, patching bags. You wouldnae get a thick penny for a thin one. 
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Q. So how did your husband feel about you continuing to work? Did he not mind? 

A. Well, I hadnae far to come, and he knew where I was. 

 

Q. But he didn't mind you working? 

A. No. That's why I can sit back now and just let the world go by. 

 

Q. How long did you work for, after you got married? 

A. I didnae stop working. 

 

Q. Did you have any family at all? 

A. Yes, George. That's him at the very back. (shows photo) 

 

Q. So did you not stop working when you became pregnant? 

A. No, I worked the week before I had him! (laughs) 

 

Q. At your cleaning, was it then? 

A. My cleaning. <..pause..> (laughing) 

 

Q. And what about after you had him, did you continue? 

A. Yes, I left him at his granny's at Orchard Place. I kept on working. 

 

Q. Did you give yourself a rest, though, afterwards? 

A. No. And I was never off my work sick, but once. 

 

Q. So what age was he when you went back to work then? 

A. About a year old. 

 

Q. So, did you have that year then? 

A. Yes. Then my husband had different shifts, that he was helping his mum to watch him. 

 

Q. You just had the one child? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was that the number you wanted? 

A. I wasn't wanting any! (laughs) 

 

Q. (laughs) You weren't wanting any?! 

A. You'd to take what came. 

 

Q. Was there any birth control advice available at that time? 

A. Oh, I don't know, hen. I never got the length! (laughs) 

 

Q. What about childbirth or labour itself, did you know what to expect? 

A. No, I just, <..pause..> had it, and that was it. 

 

Q. Did you have him at home? 

A. Yes. Oh you couldnae, <..pause..> the Infirmary wasn't taking them in much at that time. Now you've got 
to go. You've got to go if you're having a family. 

 

Q. What year was that? 
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A. <..pause..> 1932. He's fifty-four, <..pause..> fifty-five I think, is it? He was in the Scots Guards and the 
Paratroopers. And then as he was growing, <..pause..> not very old; he was taught by that time to do an 
awful lot, a real Sergeant Major I was! 

 

Q. So how did you get on after you had your son, feeding and things like that? How did you feed him? 

A. Just with the bottle for six months, and then he took soup or anything that was going. 

 

Q. You didn't breast feed? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you try to breast-feed, or did you not want to? 

A. No. I wouldnae have got away so much. I couldn't take him to work! (laughs) 

 

Q. What sort of medical help did you have at the birth? Did you have the doctor there? 

A. And a nurse. I was going to have the nurse herself, but I had to get the doctor. 

 

Q. Did it not go well? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Was the doctor called? 

A. <..pause..>  

 

Q. I see. How much did your husband have to do with your son when he was little? Was he quite good with 
him? 

A. A lot. He used to take him along to his mother's. Along to Orchard Place, which is only along the road 
there. And George liked it as much as, <..pause..> we got, <..pause..> I was getting rid of him! (laughs) 

 

Q. When you say you didn't want any more children, did you do anything about that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. That's the way it happened? 

A. That's it. 

 

Q. So how did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 

A. Good. 

 

Q. Was it all up to you, or did you both? <..pause..> 

A. We shared, whatever was to be, we said we were having that or whatever. It was a nice room and 
kitchen to begin - well that did, up the stairs, when we moved upstairs. 

 

Q. Was it different up the stairs? Was it bigger? 

A. An extra bedroom. My windows went right into his playground, I could throw a piece over to George 
from it. 

 

Q. Did you? (laughs) 

A. M'mm. And if I wasn't in, his dad gave him tea at eleven o'clock, at the first break, and he went to 
granny's for his dinner. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you know what your husband earned when you got married? Did you know what his wage was? 

A. All he could give was £2 a week. 
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Q. And did he give his wages to you? 

A. Yes, <..pause..> what was I going to say? The night I was married he gave me fourteen shillings. I says, 
"Is that my pocket money?" (laughs) Fourteen! I hadnae debt. I'd nothing but, <..pause..> and the first 
thing I bought with that fourteen shillings was a pound of mince, ten pence. And a pound of steak two 
days after it. And fried sausages the next day. I know how I spent it. And I had something left at the end 
of the week. Potatoes was cheap, and bread was cheap. 

 

Q. So right from the beginning, did he always give you his wages? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was he ever ill or out of work, your husband? 

A. Oh, he was ill with stomach trouble for a long while. But with me working I didnae need to bother as far 
as money went. 

 

Q. Was that why you had to keep working? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So did he not get any pay if he was sick or off work? 

A. Not at that time. And the first insurance that he got, as time went on, eighteen shillings a week. That 
was insurance money. That was for his-self. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you had to really struggle to make ends meet? 

A. No. I enjoyed my life working. I enjoyed, <..pause..> but yet, I would do it. 

 

Q. How long were you in the flat that you moved upstairs to? Was that for the rest of your married life? 

A. <..pause..> It was the only place I went. And we got a new house. One day we were coming down from 
the Castle, I says, "See about a new house." That was only, not many years before, <..pause..> I wasnae 
really wanting a new house, because we were rare and handy here. Oh, we hadnae a bathroom! So he 
went into the office that day, the Council Offices, and that week we got a letter saying we got allocated 
one at Braehead. 

 

Q. That quick? A week? 

A. That quick. It was the first time we put a notice in. First application we filled in. 

 

Q. And what year was that, do you remember? 

A. Oh I don't. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was your son grown up then? 

A. Yes, he was working. He was a linotype compositer. 

 

Q. So then you moved to Braehead? 

A. I didnae, <..pause..> a new house, but I'd a Rayburn and everything in that old house, I wasnae fussy 
about going into, <..pause..> So there's not a soul in Stirling, Glasgow or Edinburgh if you'd like to joke - I 
know them all! 

 

Q. So in the Wellgreen area then, would you say that there was quite a community spirit? If neighbours 
were ill or confined to bed, would everybody help out? 

A. Well all these folk was here when I was at the school, and I knew everybody that stayed in the 
Wellgreen, and George Street. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So you would all help each other out if somebody was ill, or something like that? 

A. Mm hymm, that's right. 

 



 567 

Q. What kind of medical care was there available at that time, if someone was ill? 

A. I wasnae ill. I was never ill. 

 

Q. What about someone else, would they just call the doctor? 

A. You called the doctor and paid half-a-crown. 

 

Q. What if they prescribed any medicines, was that extra? 

A. Well if it was a cold, if you'd a chest complaint, Camphorated Oil and Bows Liniment Mixture, you got 
that for a shilling; mixed, the two was put together. You rubbed the chest back and front, and Syrup of 
Squills you got to, <..pause..> put over your throat, and that was it. It cured you. 

 

Q. What was that thing for the throat? 

A. Syrup of Squills, sweet kind of medicine, it was good. 

 

Q. So did the doctor prescribe that, or did you just go and buy it? 

A. You did it yourself. And it worked wonders, if you got the cold or that, it cleared you. I don't think you'll 
get any of these now. 

 

Q. So where did people do their shopping mostly then, when you were married and in earlier years? 

A. In George Street, <..pause..> at the Craigs. I, <..pause..> had never a coat on. I've only one coat there, it's 
never on. It was new when I came here. 

 

Q. You were talking earlier about D. & J. MacEwan's. Can you remember any of the shops in that area that 
you might go, <..pause..> in the Stirling area at that time? 

A. Palmer was the umbrella man. It was a wee bit from D. & J. MacEwan's. No, Robertson & McFarlane's. 
And Mrs. Johnson, the fish shop; Elder the Baker, and Kerse Mill had their shop up there, a shop. And 
Miss White had a sweetie shop, and it was expensive chocolates and that you got from her. It was only 
toffs that went in to buy their sweets from her. J.R. Jenkins the lawyer was at the very end, that's going 
from the top of the Craigs along. And then from MacEwan's, it was Duncan the chemist, Dale the barber 
was next, and H.P. Tyler where I used to clean their brassware, and Herbert Lindsay came later years. 
It was the Milliner, it was there, before that. Banks the Jeweller, Keith & Ralson, Cowbrough & Mercer. 
Gavin had the shops round the corner and up King Street. And across the road to the Bank, Clydesdale, 
it was Rosie the florist. And who was next to that? <..pause..> 

 

Q. That's incredible that you can remember all that! 

A. Right along to Irvine Place. There's nothing that anybody can tell me! And in 1910, I wasnae very old, 
and the Forth was up the length of the bridge. You see that when you go to Bridge of Allan, from 
Wallace Street, up there? Well the water was up, <..pause..> rising up the, <..pause..> tops, <..pause..> 
bridge, and there was a rowing boat had to take the food to the houses along there. <..pause..> And that 
was the last place in 1910, that the iceberg came up the length of the Forth, where the Government 
Stores is. And I've prophesised that icebergs will come back, not in this century, but it'll come back. The 
ice floes will start and break up. It wasnae a big iceberg, but it was one. 

 

Q. That was in 1910? 

A. <..pause..> And the Craig, eh, <..pause..> at Leith you got a boat to London. Oh, I think it was a £1 to get to 
London, which <..pause..> made it cheap. 

 

Q. So, to get back to the local shops. Did most of them give credit then? 

A. I think they had, <..pause..> the wee shops, I think did it. 

 

Q. Did you know if there were any pawn shops in the area? 

A. Oh, one at Bow Street. Up Baker Street, right to the top. And you'd the three brass balls hanging at the 
top of the, <..pause..> it was a real pawn shop. 
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Q. So, it was quite a friendly neighbourhood then, Wellgreen? 

A. <..pause..> And then, what do you call it? Bow Street. St. Mary's Wynd, it was wee low houses. And 
Menzies the grocer, you'd get, <..pause..> take an empty jar and you'd get it filled for a shilling, two jars, 
syrup and treacle. They just poured it out of a big barrel. And Allan the baker was next door to that 
again, and Hamilton Bros., had the, <..pause..> ‘Osprey Pub’, and Plank the butcher had a wee shop 
there, and who else now? <..pause..> Some of the old houses with steps up, that was most of the shops, 
<..pause..> and Hume the paper shop was on the other corner of Broad Street. You know where the 
hangman, <..pause..> where the guns are? Well that was where the men were hanged. And if you go and 
look across at the house, on the left-hand side, there's a plaque telling you their names. And before he 
died, somebody said, "He would die with his boots on" and one of them that was getting hanged, had 
them unloosened just before they hanged him, he kicked them off. I mean; oh I've enjoyed myself! 
(laughs) 

 

Q. The Second World War. What would you have been doing then? Can you remember? 

A. At the aircraft factory, Bridge of Allan. 

 

Q. Were you? You did war work then? So what did you do there? 

A. The first night they had it, it was in detention barracks up beside the Holy Rude Church. And they put a 
bomb in the middle to see what I would do with it. Shut the door, I was shut in with it, and I crawled on 
my tummy with my tin hat on, and a pair of dungarees of my husband's, crawled in and put the bomb 
out within three minutes. When you're putting a fire out, never throw your water in the middle of the fire, 
always roundabout, it doesnae spread. So that night for compensation, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was that part of your training? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And what exactly was your job designation? What were you called? 

A. That's all, <..pause..> (shows papers) 

 

Q. Fire Fighting Party. I see. So you had to do that as part of the training? 

A. One night my husband was going out, he was in the Home Guard, with him being in the railway he 
wasnae in the army. George was going to the Argyll’s that he had joined before he was away from 
school! 

 

Q. What age was he then? 

A. He said he was fourteen, <..pause..> he was sixteen and he wasnae, he was fourteen. And I saw the 
soldiers going up in front of me, I thought, "Oh, are they going to our place?” <..pause..> When I went in, 
in the hall, his coat was hanging up, he said, "I've just joined the Argyll’s." I was going to kill him! But 
we've had an active life. And yet I seemed to have time to get away and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. But you've had a good life then? 

A. I had a good life. I enjoyed myself, and I'm still doing it yet. 

 

Q. Thank you very much. 
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1906 Worker in a Fish and Game Shop; Woollen Mill Worker; Domestic Service; 
Charlady and Office Cleaner 

 
Interviewee Code X3 
Interview Conducted 29th March 1988 
Interviewer Karen Connal 
Transcribed by Sandy Harvey 
 

Q. Can I ask you what year you were born? 

A. Three, two, nothing six. 

 

Q. 1906. And where were you born? 

A. In King Street, Doune. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. Until I was eight. 

 

Q. And where did you move to then? 

A. Here where I am, Dunblane. 

 

Q. Did you have any brothers and sisters? 

A. Yes, I had six sisters and two brothers. 

 

Q. And where were you in the birth order? 

A. The second, the second in the family. 

 

Q. Was that second oldest? 

A. Eldest girl, a brother older. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. Eh, engine driver. 

 

Q. And was that always his job? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did your mother work before she got married? 

A. Did my mother work? My mother was a dairymaid. 

 

Q. A dairymaid? 

A. A dairymaid at the Netherton farm out there. 

 

Q. And was that always her job? 

A. Uh-huh, a dairymaid. 

 

Q. Did she ever work after she got married? 

A. No, no' with that family. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Yes, every Sunday my mother; there was a string of us every Sunday because we were brought up in 
the church's house. You know in Kirk Street, that was our home. I've sat in that cradle for seventy-four 
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years under six, <..pause..> five ministers, five beadles and three organists and I hope to see the sixth 
minister. Another one, they short-listed them, it went down to five but they've got a short-list now. 

 

Q. And, did your parents take an interest in politics at all? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Do you know what party they would have voted for? 

A. Liberals, they were Liberals. 

 

Q. And, what would they do in their spare time, if they had any? 

A. Oh, my mother had no spare time. 

 

Q. Was she in the Woman's Guild or church organisations? 

A. No, nothing like that. Eh, <..pause..> now what was it? The Mother's Union, it was The Mother's Union. 

 

Q. What sort of things did they do in The Mother's Union? 

A. Oh it was just, <..pause..> lecturing on the sanctity of marriage and all this, you know, carry on. 

 

Q. And was that like a meeting? 

A. It was a meeting, once a month, mmm. 

 

Q. What about your father, was he involved in anything? 

A. No, never, he never left his big chair. 

 

Q. Now, the first house that you lived in, the one in Doune, have you got any memories of that? Can you 
describe it to me? 

A Yes, it's in King Street, up near Morrison's farm, up the stair. 

 

Q. How big was it? 

A. A kitchen and an attic up above. They were two attics, and up the stair and then, the big, it was like the 
living-room, but it was a kitchen in these days and the sink was on the stair-head. 

 

Q. So how many bedrooms would that be? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> two bedrooms, well there would be beds in the kitchen and beds up the stair. 

 

Q. Was that like in-set beds or set-in beds? 

A. No, I don't know if they were set-in beds, <..pause..> I cannae mind whether they were set-in or not. 

 

Q. So, you obviously shared a bedroom then? 

A. You shared them. Mmhm. And we had Hurly beds. Have you ever heard tell of Hurly beds? Well, when 
we came to Dunblane, there it was a four apartment house and my mother let two rooms and we had a 
Hurly bed, it had castors on it and it went right under the bed through the day and drawn out at night. 

 

Q. So, did you say your mother let two rooms? 

A. She let two rooms in Dunblane, uh-huh. The Glasgow folk, at the Glasgow folk time. 

 

Q. Just at that time? 

A. Just at that time, mmhm. 

 

Q. So, do you know anything about the rent she would charge or anything like that? Can you remember? 

A. No, I've no idea. 
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Q. What were the washing arrangements, both for your clothes and personal washing? 

A. Well you had to go out and kindle a boiler fire and it was the round tubs and your clothes had to be 
boiled and my mother used to bleach them even on the green. After they were boiled she would bleach 
them on the green and lift them the next day and rinse them and hang them up, the white things. What 
a work we gave ourselves and it was all yon stiff collars for men and stiff fronted things; starched. And 
white pinafores for us girls, it was white pinafores we had. 

 

Q. And what about your personal washing, was there a bathroom in the house? 

A. No bathroom, no bathroom. No it was a tub on the Friday night, the wooden tub was out on a Friday 
night. 

 

Q. Now, did your mother do all the housework herself? 

A. Yes, she did it all herself. 

 

Q. Did she never employ anybody to help her with the washing or that? 

A. No, she couldn't afford it. 

 

Q. And what about the lodgers that you had, would they eat with the family? 

A. No, they, <..pause..> my mother cooked, they bought something and my mother cooked it for them, that's 
how they done. They bought what they wanted and my mother cooked it. 

 

Q. And how long would they be there? 

A. Oh, just the fortnight or three weeks in the summertime. The Glasgow folk. 

 

Q. So she wouldn't have their washing to do? 

A. No, no she had nothing to do with that. 

 

Q. Now, did your father help your mother with jobs about the house? 

A. No, he was helpless, he couldn't even put on his own collar and tie! 

 

Q. Would he look after you as children, to let your mother go out? 

A. My mother was never out her house, never left her own house. Never. 

 

Q. So, did you and your brothers and sisters help around the house? 

A. Oh, we had to. We had dishes to do, boots to brush, lobbies to sweep, pots and pans and irons, fire 
irons all yon; on a Friday night, with emery paper, you know the long fire irons and as much brass 
rubbish about the fire place. That was all done on a Friday night. 

 

Q. So, did you continue to do jobs about the house after you left, school? Did you always help in the 
house? 

A. We had to mmhm. 

 

Q. Now, what kind of meals did you have as a child, what sort of things did you eat? 

A. Oh, plenty. Dumplings, Irish stews, porridge and good; <..pause..> plenty of, my mother was a great 
baker, scones, oatcakes potato scones. Her being a dairymaid she had all the baking to do at the farm. 

 

Q. So, did your mother eat well herself? 

A. Oh she must have! She must have ate well to keep going as she did. 

 

Q. Now where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. Dunblane Co-Operative. 
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Q. Always in the Co-Operative? 

A. Mmhm. 

 

Q. What about clothes and shoes and things? 

A. Oh, it was always Stirling, MacAree's in Stirling where she bought all her; <..pause..> MacAree's in Stirling 
was for the clothes, I know that. And the shoes were from Uncle Andrew in Doune, Sinton the 
shoemaker in Doune. We got all our stuff from Uncle Andrew, he had a shoemaker's shop. 

 

Q. Did you go shopping with your mother normally? 

A. No, l never went shopping with her. There were too many bairns in the house to watch, to look after. 

 

Q. Who would make or mend the family's clothes? 

A. My mother, she made everything, she was a good dressmaker. She turned outside in and upside down 
and sewed. She would cut one night and sew the next night. 

 

Q. Did she have a sewing machine? <..pause..> 

A. Yes she had a sewing machine. 

 

Q. <..pause..> Or did she do it by hand? 

A. No, she had her sewing machine. 

 

Q. Now special occasions like birthdays and Christmas and Hogmanay, would you celebrate these as 
children? 

A. No, a dumpling maybe. I got a dumpling for my birthday and that was all, a dumpling. 

 

Q. What about Christmas day? 

A. Oh, well there wasn't much on Christmas day. There would be an orange and an apple and a sixpence 
in your stocking just. 

 

Q. Eh, <..pause..> Hallowe'en? 

A. Aye, Hallowe'en. I enjoyed the Hallowe'en. <..pause..> My father would get his gramophone out playing ‘A 
Good New Year’.  You see up there, <..pause..> because we lived next to the church up there, the 
church's house, you'll know where the church's house is and we lived up there. He used to stand 
outside come twelve o'clock with this gramophone playing ‘A Good New Year’. 

 

Q. Oh that was for the New Year? 

A. Uh-huh, for the New Year, bringing it in and the Kirk bells ringing. 

 

Q. So, even as children would you be allowed up? 

A. l was allowed up the length of them, special occasions. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play games with you as children? 

A. No 

 

Q. Indoor or out? 

A. No never. 

 

Q. What about books, did you have a lot of books? 

A. I don't know how I got through the school, I don't think I read a book. Since I left I read ‘Hatter's Castle’, 
it was a woman that gave me ‘Hatter's Castle’, I read that book and ‘East Lynne’, that's the only two 
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books I've read in my life. I don't know how I managed to come out, <..pause..> I finished up at McLaren 
High School in Callander. 

 

Q. Were you ever taken out visiting neighbours, friends and relations as an outing? Was that like a day out 
for you? 

A. Well, yes we got a day out at Rothesay, in the summertime, we always had a day away. 

 

Q. Was that to visit somebody? <..pause..> 

A. No just a day out, a day down the Clyde. We went down to Rothesay and out to Ettrick Bay. 

 

Q. And was that the whole family? 

A. That was the whole family of us, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Was that your only holiday? 

A. That was our only holidays, 'til once I was married, mmhm. 

 

Q. Do you ever remember going to a wedding as a child? 

A. Yes, I was at my cousin's wedding at Cardonna in Doune, it's a farm and I mind of that carryon when 
the bride and the bridegroom was coming away. Some of these farm lads was pushing hay in among 
the, <..pause..> in the taxi beside them and the driver got awfy angry, he said if they didnae shop it he 
would throw the whole lot of them out. That was a cousin, Cardonna Farm, Doune. 

 

Q. Now, what about Sundays? 

A. Sundays was the church in the morning and then to the Sunday School after that or the Bible class, that 
was all. And then we would maybe go a walk in the afternoon, My mother would maybe take us a walk 
in the afternoon. 

 

Q. Did you have special clothes for a Sunday? 

A. Yes, we had our Sunday boots, button boots, the button ones. Sunday clothes. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to play games on a Sunday, or? <..pause..> 

A. No, no' any games, but we aye got a walk on a Sunday. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on any outings with the Sunday School, then? 

A. No, there werenae such a thing in these days as outings in a Sunday School. Just a trip, the yearly trip, 
maybe up to Kippenross farm, Kippenross, <..pause..> the carts, it was the horse and the carts in these 
days you know. That was all and you got your tinny round your, <..pause..> with a tape round your neck. 

 

Q. And what did you have, a picnic? 

A. Picnic, uh-huh, that was the Sunday School outing. 

 

Q. Did you ever join the choir, or the Band of Hope or? <..pause..> 

A. No. 

 

Q. The Temperance club or? <..pause..> 

A. No, nothing like that. 

 

Q. So did you enjoy Sundays as such, you know going to the church, Sunday School? <..pause..> 

A. Well, we just had to, it was a routine you just, <..pause..> you didnae know any better, it was just like 
going to day school. Sunday was just another day. 

 

Q. Would you say religion was quite important to you? 
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A. Well, with my mother it was. 

 

Q. Right, now as a child, who did you play with in general, would it be? <..pause..> 

A. Oh, my brothers and sisters just, until I got older. I had a chum, she went to New Zealand. 

 

Q. What about neighbour’s children, did you all play together? 

A. Oh, well there were some of them, Mae Drummond, some of them, <..pause..> Mary Kennedy and there 
were some of them up the Kirk Street yonder. We played Rounders and such like just outside and if the 
ball went over into the graveyard, you know Willie Rae used to put his dog on you if you went in for the 
ball. The Beadle, aye, he'd put the dog on you. 

 

Q. Did you have toys to play with a lot or was it just imagination games? 

A. No, I mind the first toy, a toy pram I had. It had two wheels at the back and one at the front and a wax-
faced doll. That's as far back as I can mind of my first Christmas toys. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls play together normally? 

A. No, my brother didnae play with us, no. 

 

Q. But were you free to play with anybody you pleased? 

A. Yes, mmhm. 

 

Q. So your free time after school and at weekends, was that, <..pause..> your time to do what you wanted? 

A. Oh, I hadnae much, <..pause..> hadnae much free time. 

 

Q. Did you have to do chores and that? 

A. You had chores, you had too much to do in the house. 

 

Q. Did you yourself have any hobbies like bicycling or gardening? 

A. Well, no' until I was married. 

 

Q. You didn't collect anything? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Were you in the Brownies or the Guides? 

A. Well yes, I was in the Guides, we were in the Guides. And I mind of going to Dundee to the Baxter Park 
with Princess Mary and it was a charabanc, a big meeting of the Guides in the Baxter Park at Dundee. It 
was Princess Mary we were meeting up there. And we used to go tracking at night with the Guides you 
know, away out in the country and some of them would maybe put an arrow, <..pause..> and you had to 
look for this arrow you know and you'd to go right round about the country looking, in the summertime. 

 

Q. What about pictures, was there any picture house that you could go to? 

A. Well, not until I was in my teens, there was a picture house just on a Saturday afternoon along in the, 
the Victoria Hall there, in the afternoon. But I was never a picture hand all my life, it was dancing for me. 
I danced all my days and cycled, played bowls. 

 

Q. So, did you get pocket money when you were young? 

A. No, no pocket money. A Saturday penny or a Saturday ha'penny. A ha'penny first until a certain age 
then it rose to a penny after that. We used to get a ha'penny worth of broken biscuits. Down to the 
baker's for a ha'penny worth of broken biscuits. 

 

Q. No sweeties? 

A. No, my mother made a tray of treacle toffee on a Saturday night and that was broken on a Sunday 
morning. 
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Q. Now, before you started school were you given any lessons at home? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So, what age did you start school then? 

A. I would five, I must have started, <..pause..> I was five in February so I must have started about July 
likely, at the holidays. 

 

Q. What school did you go to? 

A. I went first to Doune, Dunblane and then the McLaren High at Callander. 

 

Q. So was that just Doune Primary? 

A. Doune Primary, uh-huh, just across the Murray Park. 

 

Q. And Dunblane was it just? <..pause..> 

A. Dunblane Primary, the Braeport up there, then McLaren High. 

 

Q. So, what did you think of school? 

A. Oh, nothing much. I was more interested in Domestic Science than Commercial. 

 

Q. What about the teachers, what were they like then, were they very strict? 

A. Oh aye, Miss Douglas especially. She would think nothing of giving you a biff on the ear or throwing you 
into the coal bin. Aye, I mind my brother landed on his behind into a coal bin. Oh, she was awfy strict 
Miss Douglas, but she was a good teacher, a qualified teacher, Maggie Douglas. 

 

Q. So, what other punishments? <..pause..> 

A. Oh, they had the strap, oh there was the strap. 

 

Q. And what sort of things would you get the strap for then? 

A. Well, maybe being late in the morning or work no' right done or untidy work. 

 

Q. What subjects were you taught in general? 

A. Just the usual subjects. 

 

Q. The three ‘R's?’ 

A. The three ‘R's’, yes and then we had Cookery, when I was twelve years of age I got into the Cooking 
class at the school. I didnae get in until I was twelve though. 

 

Q. Was that normal that you didn't go in until you were twelve? 

A. Until I was twelve, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Sewing, did you get that? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, Sewing. 

 

Q. What about P.E. or Science? 

A. No, I got that at Callandar school. 

 

Q. So, did you have a uniform at school? 

A. Yes, gym, white blouse, navy gym, navy pants. 

 

Q. Was that both schools? 
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A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. So when you say you went on to McLaren High then, what age did you go on? 

A. I would be about fourteen, thirteen or fourteen when I went to McLaren High. 

 

Q. Did you have to sit an exam to go to High School? 

A. No, my mother paid for me, because it would have meant me sitting two years in the one class up there 
before I could get away you see. Two years in Dunblane in the same class, so she put me a year up to 
McLaren High at Callander. 

 

Q. Now what, <..pause..> you would be thirteen, fourteen when you went to McLaren High? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. So then you were just a year there? 

A. Just a year at Mclaren High. 

 

Q. So what age did you leave? 

A. I would be about fifteen. 

 

Q. Now was that you finished with school work then? 

A. Yes, oh I went to the evening school to Sewing, in the evening classes at Dunblane for Sewing. In fact 
the suit I was married in, I made it up at the evening school. The costume. We had an awfy good 
teacher, a Miss Armstrong. But the buttonholes, I put them to the tailor up in Dunblane for them to make 
the buttonholes. Make them neat, mmhm. 

 

Q. Now while you were at school did you ever have any part-time jobs? 

A. Going papers in the morning, yes and, and going round with the milk in the morning before you went to 
school, <..pause..> if it wasn't milk, it was papers. 

 

Q. And how much did you get paid for that? 

A. I think a half-a-crown a week. 

 

Q. And did you get to keep that? 

A. No, that was to be handed over. You never got anything off of that, no. 

 

Q. Now, when you left school then, what was that to do, to go straight into a job? 

A. Well, I went to the fish shop, up there, that fish shop, I was up in there. 

 

Q. Did you have that job before you left school? 

A. No. 

 

Q. No? 

A. After I left the school I went into the fish shop. 

 

Q. And what was that doing then? 

A. Skinning the fish and gutting the herrings and cod and skinning the rabbits, plucking hens and 
pheasants. 

 

Q. Was that serving in the shop as well? 

A. Oh well, I didnae serve much, I was more the cleaner up. 
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Q. So, what were your hours like in that job? 

A. Nine o'clock ‘til about the back of five at night and my pay was fifteen shillings a week and we got a 
parcel of fish home on a Wednesday and a parcel home on a Saturday. 

 

Q. And how did you learn that job, did somebody teach you? 

A. No, you just picked it up in the shop, and I loved it. I loved that work. 

 

Q. So, was that Monday to Saturday? 

A. Yes, mmhm. 

 

Q. Just Sunday off? 

A. Sunday off. 

 

Q. Did you get breaks for lunch and? <..pause..> 

A. I got home at dinnertime, yes. I hadn't that far to go you see. Just up round the cathedral. My mother 
used to smell me before I was there with my fishy clothes. 

 

Q. So did you get holidays with pay? 

A. No, no' in these days you didnae get holidays with pay, no. 

 

Q. If you were off sick would you? 

A. No, I was never off sick. 

 

Q. Did you give all your wages to your mother? 

A. Yes, she was needing every penny because my father's wages were small. In fact he was away up the 
country most of the time, living in the vans and she had like two houses to keep going, so she said, it 
took every penny to keep the houses going. The family had to work to help. 

 

Q. So, how many other people worked in this fish shop? 

A. Aye Chrissie, Willie ****** and Chrissie ******. Chrissie ****** is still going in Larbert. Her memory's went 
but she's still alive and she'll be about eighty, <..pause..> eighty or eighty nine, she's in Larbert and Willie 
****** and myself, the three of us. And then old Jimmy ******, him that belonged, <..pause..> he done the 
books and Mrs. ****** would come in occasionally and help to serve; his wife. 

 

Q. So how long were you there then? 

A. Oh, I wouldn't be there any more than a couple of years. 

 

Q. And then what did you do? 

A. Well, I went to the Mill for a wee while but I didnae like that and I left that and I went to service. 

 

Q. So, what did you go to the Mill as? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> a winder, winding the wool. 

 

Q. Now did you get that job? 

A. Oh, they were needing plenty of girls. they were needing to go to Stirling to get girls. 

 

Q. So could you describe your job as a winder then? 

A. Well, it went round itself you see, it came off the cones and it went round itself and you had just to, so 
many rounds of it, had to, <..pause..> cut off a, <..pause..> so many ounces of wool you see and then you 
had to stop that and tie it. Then weigh it, it had to be weighed. 

 

Q. And what were the hours like then? 
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A. Oh, the hours were from quarter to eight in the morning to about five at night. 

 

Q. Was that Monday to Friday? 

A. Monday to Friday and Saturday forenoon. Saturday forenoons you had to work in these days. 

 

Q. What were your wages like then? 

A. Well, when I left it was twenty-three shillings a week. 

 

Q. Is that why you had gone on to the Mill because it was better wages? 

A. Mmhm, bigger money. 

 

Q. So what was your employer like at the Mill then? 

A. Och, nothing great. Old Wilkie, then Clough came along and I didnae think much of any of the two of 
them. I didnae like it, I hated the Mill. 

 

Q. Was it just the work you didn't like or? <..pause..> 

A. I didnae like the work, too confined inside. 

 

Q. Was it very hot inside? 

A. It was, yes and smelly. 

 

Q. What about the atmosphere as such among the workers in the Mill, could you talk and relax and that? 

A. No you couldnae for the machinery, for the noise of the machinery. Everybody had their own wee 
machine to keep going. The twisters then the spinners and the winders. 

 

Q. And what were the, <..pause..> did you get breaks there as well for your? <..pause..> 

A. No, we didnae get a mid-day break, just a dinner break. 

 

Q. What about social outings for the Mill? Would there be a Work’s Club? 

A. Oh, no there was nothing like that, no social outings. 

 

Q. So how long were you there then? 

A. Oh, I wasnae long in the Mill. 

 

Q. Just a few months? 

A. Uh-huh, I wasnae long and Mrs. ****** was thirty years in it. 

 

Q. So, how did you get your job in Domestic Service then? 

A. Well, there was one girl that was leaving and I just said I would take it on. That was ten shillings a week 
and your food. 

 

Q. So, where was this, in Dunblane? 

A. Aye, up in the Crescent in Dunblane. 

 

Q. And what was the job as? 

A. Eh, just domestic science, <..pause..> eh, domestic, <..pause..> 

 

Q. General? 

A. General, mmhm. 

 

Q. Were there any other? <..pause..> 
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A. No, I was just myself in the house. 

 

Q. Was it a family or just? <..pause..> 

A. Just one lady, old Miss Barty. 

 

Q. So what sort of things did you have to do then? 

A. Well, in the morning you had the range to clean out and, <..pause..> see there was plenty hot water for 
their baths in the morning. Just the usual household chores. 

 

Q. Did you say you lived-in there? 

A. Yes, I lived-in but I didnae wait long, I didnae like it. 

 

Q. So that was ten shillings plus your keep? 

A. Mmhm. 

 

Q. So what were you hours like there? 

A. You were up in the morning, about the back of seven in the morning you would be shouted to, and you 
would be at their beck and call 'til about eight or nine at night. 

 

Q. Did you come home a lot in your spare time? 

A. Yes, I came home mmhm. I missed my brothers and sisters. 

 

Q. They would still be in Dunblane? 

A. They were in Dunblane, mmhm. 

 

Q. Did you get weekends off, that sort of thing? 

A. No, I didn't get weekends off. 

 

Q. So how long were you in that job then? 

A. I didnae wait very long, I don't mind telling you. I think if I was a month, I wasnae any longer. 

 

Q. And what did you do then? 

A. I don't know where I went after that. 

 

Q. Still domestic service? 

A. Eh, domestic service, <..pause..> here, there and everywhere. Like the Home Helps. Just like the Home 
Helps are the now. But we called it, <..pause..> we were chars in these days, but it's Home Helps 
nowadays. That's what they call theirselves, but in my day it was chars. 

 

Q. So, did you confine yourself to Dunblane or did you go other places? 

A. Yes, Dunblane, mmhm. 

 

Q. Just in Dunblane? 

A. Mmhm. 

 

Q. And did you always live-in? 

A. No, I come home. 

 

Q. And what were your wages like then? 

A. A shilling an hour. 
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Q. A shilling an hour? 

A. Mmhm, and the day, they're getting two pound an hour, the Home Helps, for I have one comes three 
times a week here. Two pound an hour they're getting. 

 

Q. So did you just go out to the homes as you were needed? You didn't stay in one home? 

A. No, I had different houses and I stuck to these houses, I stuck to them. 

 

Q. So did you do that, sort of, off your own back or were you employed with an agency? 

A. No, I did it off my own back. 

 

Q. So that would be quite a good rate of pay then, a shilling an hour? 

A. A shilling an hour. But it was hard work, between, <..pause..> there was no Hoovers in these days, it was 
the wee brush and the pan, down on your knees with the carpets and scrubbing. Scrubbing, black 
leading the big ranges and cleaning the flues. And cleaning windows, that was another job, sitting out 
cleaning windows. 

 

Q. So, did you keep on working then? 

A. I kept on working, mmhm. 

 

Q. What about, did you stop work when you got married? 

A. No, I was married on the Friday and I was back working on the Monday. 

 

Q. Was that usual for? <..pause..> 

A. Well it was the usual in these days. 

 

Q. So, what year did you get married then? 

A. Nineteen twenty-three. 

 

Q. Nineteen twenty-three, <..pause..> so what would you be? Eighteen then? 

A. Eighteen, mmhm. 

 

Q. And how long had you known your husband? 

A. Oh, just about a year. 

 

Q. And how did you meet him? 

A. I met him in the Doune Road. I was out with my sister and another girl and these three lads came along 
and we chapped them. 

 

Q. You chapped them? 

A. Chapped them, mmhm. 

 

Q. So, you were talking about you enjoyed dancing? 

A. Oh, I loved dancing. 

 

Q. So, was that quite a big part of your social life when you were working? 

A. Yes, dancing. Cycling, we used to cycle to Alloa three nights a week, down to Paton and Baldwin's, the 
old-time dance club down there. 

 

Q. Three times a week? 

A. Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. Mmhm, Paton and Baldwin's, about half a dozen of us likely. 
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Q. And you cycled? 

A. We cycled, both ways. 

 

Q. How long did it take you? 

A. Oh, maybe about three-quarters to an hour to go down there. 

 

Q. And how late would the dances be? 

A. Oh, well we would be coming up that road - I mind we come up that road and we didnae know the war 
was finished and we wondered at all the singing and the hollering and the war had been finished and 
we didnae know. 

 

Q. That night? 

A. That night, mmhm, peace had been signed. 

 

Q. So was that quite late? 

A. That was late at coming home, mmhm. 

 

Q. Did you not have to be in by a set time? 

A. No, no' when I was married, it was different when I was married. My husband wasnae a dancer but he 
never kept me in. 

 

Q. So, when you were working then before you got married, would you give all your wages to your mother? 

A. Yes, she got all the wages. 

 

Q. And if you went out to a dance or that? <..pause..> 

A. Oh, I wasn't at a dance before I was married, no, she wouldn't allow us out. 

 

Q. So, you'd known your husband for a year before you got married. Did you get engaged? 

A. No, no engagement, I got my engagement ring after and then I got another one for my silver wedding, a 
nice cluster for my silver wedding. 

 

Q. And where did he come from? 

A. Ashfield. 

 

Q. And was he from the same sort of background as yourself? 

A. Yes, just the same as myself, mmhm. 

 

Q. So, what was his job when you got married? 

A. A ploughman, and then he got onto the County Council as a road man and then he finished off in the 
Government Stores and he died at fifty-seven, chronic bronchitis, emphysema of the lungs. He was a 
heavy, heavy smoker you see and it went for him. 

 

Q. So, when you got married did you have a house to move into? 

A. Well, we werenae long married 'til we got a wee house in Sinclair Street. Do you know where Sinclair 
Street is? Up where the church's house is, going up, we got a wee house there. A room and kitchen and 
a wee scullery to the back and a wash-house at the back. We had a nice wee house, the first house. 

 

Q. Was that through the Council? 

A. No, no there were no Council houses in these days. 

 

Q. So, was that a private landlord? 
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A. Private landlord, a Miss Duff, from the Holme in Newton Stewart, that was her, <..pause..> we sent our 
rent to her. 

 

Q. Where did you live before you got that wee house? 

A. Eh, with my mother, mmhm. 

 

Q. So how did you manage to get furniture and household things together? 

A. It was all bought at a sale, Murray the butcher's stuff was all up for sale, the big house just before you 
go up the Braeport on the right. The auction, we bought all our stuff that we needed at that sale. It was 
good old fashioned stuff. 

 

Q. And what about your wedding presents, did you have a lot of wedding presents? 

A. Yes, yes, I had a full dinner set and I had quite a lot of blankets and quite a lot of wedding presents. I 
couldnae complain. 

 

Q. What was your wedding like? Was it a big wedding? 

A. No, no we went away to Falkirk and got married and the man that married us - when he gave the 
address, “Dunblane”, he says, "Do you know Major Gibson in Dunblane?" I says, "That's my father's 
boss." "Well," he says, "I'm his brother-in-law." So it was a Mr. Stevenson from Falkirk that married us. 

 

Q. What made you go to Falkirk? 

A. Well we just hooked out the road, four of us hooked out the road. 

 

Q. So, it was just yourself and your husband? <..pause..> 

A. And my sister and his pal. 

 

Q. So, was that Registry Office? 

A. Yes, the Registry Office, mmhm. 

 

Q. So, did you manage to have a honeymoon at all? 

A. No, no honeymoon. 

 

Q. And you carried on working? 

A. Carried on working, mmhm. There was no time for honeymoons in these days. 

 

Q. How did your husband feel about you working? Did he not want you to stop? 

A. Well, we needed to work to get things together as we wanted. The house was aye needing. No, I never 
stopped working, never. It's never, <..pause..> ‘til my eyes took me ten years ago, I've worked. Never 
stopped working. You'll know Marshall over there, him that's got the estate agent's shop, well I was, 
<..pause..> I was with them for ten years and she come to the house here and asked me if I would come 
to her. "Oh", I said "I thought I had retired." She was expecting a baby and she had one a year old and 
she was expecting another one. I says, "Well, I'll come with you 'til the confinement's past." I was ten 
years with them and they were so good to me. She says, "I don't know what I would have done," she 
says, "if you hadnae have helped us out when we came to Dunblane." she says, "I knew nobody." And I 
reared her first three children for her. I used to lock my door here and go and sleep-in up there. Park 
Cottage, a lovely cottage away up the glen, you got a lovely view of Dunblane when you were up. 

 

Q. What about yourself then, did you have any children? 

A. I had two, two daughters, six years between them. 

 

Q. Did you stop work when you were pregnant? 

A. No, no I was pretty well big on the road when I was scrubbing at the St. John's Mount along there. And 
then my mother took them after that, I just whisked them into her, for she was in Kirk Street and I was 
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just Sinclair Street you see. My mother just looked after them to let me get out to work. Aye, one was at 
the school before the other one was born. That's six year and two months between them. 

 

Q. So, how did you feel about leaving them with your mother? 

A. Oh, I knew they were alright with her. 

 

Q. You were quite happy to go and leave them then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So, was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. No, I would have liked, <..pause..> I see my mistake now. I should have had four but we couldnae afford 
them. You see I was aye working, I couldnae afford them. 

 

Q. What makes you say you should have had four? 

A. Well, I would have company the now, maybe more company because my eldest daughter's in Yorkshire 
and the one that's in Dunblane I havenae seen for eleven years, she doesnae come near me. 

 

Q. So, was that your choice to have the two then? Did you know about birth control? 

A. No, we knew nothing about birth control or anything, nothing. It was never talked about, not a thing. If it 
was being talked about then I don't believe I'd have had any. 

 

Q. So, you didn't even know where you could get advice on that? 

A. No, I was brought into the world green! 

 

Q. So, that was just the way it happened? 

A. That's the way it happened, I just had the two. 

 

Q. Now where were they born? 

A. One was born in the church's house, and the other one was born at eighty-five High Street, McDonald, 
up by the Co-Operative, a flat further on, up above, she was born up in that flat. 

 

Q. Was that where you moved to after Sinclair Street? 

A. Yes, from Sinclair Street round to that flat. We were thirty-six years in that flat. 

 

Q. And the one that was born in Church Street, was that your mother's house? 

A. That was my mother's house, mmhm. 

 

Q. So, who did you have in attendance? 

A. Doctor McFarlane and Nurse Dury and both of them, the same doctor and the same nurse for both of 
them. 

 

Q. So what about childbirth itself then, was that talked about, did you know what to expect? 

A. No, I didnae even know where a baby came from. 

 

Q. So, once you had the children then, did your mother help you a lot in giving you advice, things like that? 

A. No, I didnae get much advice. You just had to battle away. 

 

Q. Were you actually working full-time then? Like every day. 

A. No, half-days and then I had offices, cleaning offices at night. I had the Agricultural Office for twenty 
years and the Co-Operative Office for ten years. Cleaned offices at night. 
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Q. And who looked after the children then? 

A. Oh, they were all up by then, well up. 

 

Q. So, how did you feed your children? 

A. Well, they got plenty of porridge in the morning and fried bread or toast or, <..pause..> 

 

Q. When they were babies though, did you bottle feed? <..pause..> 

A. Oh, I breast-fed the, I breast-fed the second one 'til she was about a year old. But the first one was 
round, <..pause..> where the car park is at the Haining, you know where the car park is as you go round 
by the water, well there used to be a farm, and I got the milk there for the first one and the cows went to 
the Laighills in these days and my first one was brought up on Jean McLaren's cow's milk. It was a wee 
farm that. 

 

Q. So, how much did your husband have to do with the children when they were young? 

A. Oh aye, he was very good with them. He would take them away on a Sunday and I went to the church. 
He would take them away on a Sunday while I was, <..pause..> straps round them, <..pause..> you know 
yon, <..pause..> reins. 

 

Q. Now, the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage, did you hold the purse strings then? 

A. I held, <..pause..> I had to, I was given it, "There you are, do what you like." It was me that had to eke it 
out. 

 

Q. You knew what he earned? 

A. Oh, two pounds a week and then he got five shillings off of that for cigarettes. I had my thirty-five 
shillings that had to keep the house going. And I used to watch what I bought in the baker's, the Co-
Operative. These morning rolls they were a ha'penny each in the morning but if you waited 'til they 
opened at two o'clock you got three for a penny, so I aye waited 'til then and got my three rolls for a 
penny in these days. And then in the morning, the next morning you'd get a penny worth of yesterday's 
cookies. That's just how I had to work and watch. <..pause..> 

 

Q. What about when you were charging a shilling an hour for your char work, what did you average in a 
week then? What did you normally bring in? Would it go up and down a lot? 

A. Well, I would be, <..pause..> no, it didnae go up and down very much. But old Sarah ****** she just gave 
me half-a-crown for the three hours, that was only ten pence with her, along in St John's Mount they 
were. <..pause..> Mrs. ******, I got the shilling an hour from her. 

 

Q. So, have you any idea what it would be in a week? 

A. Oh, I had to work to help to bring up the children, I had to. And then I made all their clothes. 

 

Q. Did you? 

A. Yes, I worked to school teachers and they gave me their costume jackets. Well I could get a wee coat 
out of a costume jacket. They gave me whatever they cast off, aye, and I used turn them upside down 
and line them, make something from them. 

 

Q. You took the dressmaking at nights, didn't you? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So, was your husband ever ill or out of work? 

A. He was never out of work, but he was thrown out of the army. He was a wee while ill. They had him in 
the army and he was thrown out, unfit for any form of military service and he was a wee while before he 
got into the Government Stores in Stirling, he was nineteen years in there. 

 

Q. So, did you ever feel that you really had to struggle to make ends meet or was it just a constant 
struggle? 
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A. Oh, I had to struggle! It was a constant struggle to make ends meet. They were hard, hard days and 
that's what I tell my Home Help the day, "What you're getting two pound an hour for I got a shilling." 

 

Q. How was the community spirit then, would neighbours help you? 

A. Yes, we had a good, <..pause..> we used to, <..pause..> Mrs. Drummond, Mrs. Monaghan and my mother 
and I used to go away along to the Aultwharrie Glen there and get sticks at night, a bag of, <..pause..> a 
bundle of sticks on your back at night. That was in the 1926 strike, the big strike. Yes. And a big bag of 
sticks and you got the three heats my mother used to say, the carrying of them, the sawing of them and 
then the heat off the fire. My husband sawed them up, into logs when I brought them home. 

 

Q. So what was it like then during the '26 strike? 

A. Oh aye, it was a job getting coal, or yon wee, <..pause..> wee things like eggs, <..pause..> wee brickets, 
they were just the size of eggs. You had just to watch your chances if a wagon came round with them. 

 

Q. So, have you any other memories of it? 

A. Everything was at a standstill you see, no trains, no vehicles going at all. ‘The Big Strike’ they called it. 
‘The Big Strike’, 1926. 

 

Q. Were there any soup kitchens in the area at all? 

A. No, not in Dunblane, no. 

 

Q. Now, medical care then in the early years. <..pause..> 

A. You had to pay for your doctor. 

 

Q. You had to pay? 

A. Yes, five shillings a visit it was. 

 

Q. And then did you pay again for something that he might prescribe or give you or whatever? 

A. No, I don't think you would pay for that but I know his visits was five shillings. And for the confinement, 
my confinement was thirty shillings to the doctor and twelve shillings to the nurse, for the confinement. 

 

Q. That was just for him to come to the house? 

A. Come in for when the baby was born and he had only a hundred yards to come, Dr. McFarlane, for he 
stayed just above the library, the big house above the library and he had just about a hundred yards to 
come down. And when I engaged him I says, "Doctor I want to be in for the third of April." "Och," he 
says, "it'll be nicer if it comes for an 'All Fools'" and so she did, come on the first of April. 

 

Q. So would that depend on the length of time he stayed with you or was that just a standard charge? 

A. Oh, that was just a standard charge, I think it was a standard charge. 

 

Q. So, would it be a last resort to call the doctor if you were ill or that? Would you try home cures first? 
<..pause..> 

A. No, I think we were safer with the doctor. 

 

Q. Now, did you have any insurance cover for that, say through your husband's work? 

A. Well, he got a little, I think, was it a couple of pound or something he got for that. He got a little anyway I 
know, through his work. 

 

Q. Now, where did you do your shopping then when you got married? 

A. Well, I went to Stirling a lot, into Lipton’s in Stirling, things were much cheaper in Lipton's in Stirling. 

 

Q. Was it cheaper to go into Stirling than to go to the shops? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, you got in for four-pence, tuppence each way. 
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Q. Was that on the bus? 

A. Aye, the bus or the train. 

 

Q. So, did you get most things there? 

A. I got all my stuff in Lipton's, most of it in Lipton's in Stirling, and Tyndall McLelland's, that was another 
one. They used to come for orders and send them out. 

 

Q. So they sent them as far as here did they? 

A. Yes, four pound of sugar was one and six, I aye mind of that. 

 

Q. Would local shops give credit? 

A. Well, I couldnae tell you because I never asked for credit all my life, so I couldnae tell whether they 
gave credit or not. I think the Co-Operatives gave credit, for my son-in-law finished up there as the Co-
Operative manager, managing secretary. 

 

Q. What about, were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. No, there were no pawn shops in Dunblane. 

 

Q. So, all in all would you say it was quite a very friendly neighbourhood? 

A. It was a better neighbourhood in these days than what it is now because it was a wee Burgh in our days 
and there were no new houses, <..pause..> roundabout. This is new Dunblane all roundabout. It was fine 
when it was a wee Burgh, you knew everybody, but I go up that street, I don't know a single soul. I'm a 
stranger in Dunblane now. It's the same when you go to the Kirk, you don't know a body that's coming 
in. 

 

Q. But you would say it was quite friendly? 

A. They speak away right enough, but no like the old folk that you knew years ago. 

 

Q. Thank you very much. 
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1907 Message Girl in a Baker’s Shop; Worked in a Tea Room; Domestic Service 

 
Interviewee Code B1 
Interview Conducted 25th March 1987 
Interviewer Jayne Stephenson 
Transcribed by Katrina Shepherd 
 

Q. Can you tell me where you were born? 

A. At x Bow Street, at the top of the town. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. 'Til I got married. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. Four brothers and two sisters. 

 

Q. How old were your parents when you were born? 

A. Oh, now <..pause..> that I couldn't tell you. (laughing!) My mother got married when she was twenty 
seven. She had one before me. Aye, she'd be thirty one or thirty two I should think when I was born. My 
father would be forty two because he was a time served soldier. 

 

Q. So what was your father's job? 

A. A storeman in the Ordnance Stores in Stirling, Forthside. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your mother work before she was married? 

A. Yes 

 

Q. What did she do? 

A. Well she was serving to a Captain Beatty in Stirling Castle when she met my father. 

 

Q. Did she work after she was married? 

A. Not 'til the war broke out. After the war broke out. 

 

Q. What did she do during the war? 

A. Well, she was in the Ordnance Stores. That I can't remember, which branch she was in. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church? 

A. Oh, yes. 

 

Q. Was it a Catholic church? 

A. Every Sunday, yes. St. Mary's, Stirling. 

 

Q. Can you remember, did they take an interest in politics? 

A. No really, no. 

 

Q. Can you remember what they [parents] did in their spare time, did they go out to cinemas? 
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A. My mother wasn't greatly fond of the pictures, but she went an odd time. My father liked the pictures 
<..pause..> and read a lot, but my mother was more for the home, you know. 

 

Q. Did your father go to watch any sports or anything? 

A. An odd time. Junior football. Just an odd time. 

 

Q. Did he take part in any sport? 

A. No. Not that I know of, no after I remember him. In the army, I suppose he would. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of the house when you were a child? 

A. Two bedrooms, and what we called the kitchen. 

 

Q. Did it have a bathroom? 

A. No. No bathroom. Gas [to cook on] and gas for lighting. Cold water. 

 

Q. Was there a wash-house or anything? 

A. We had a wash-house in x Bow Street where all the tenants took turn about and had a sort of half day 
each. There was ten tenants in the close, <..pause..> four, <..pause..> six, <..pause..> ten, I think. But they 
were very close to each other, helped each other in life. On a Saturday night we got bathed in the wash-
house. Big square sinks like this. 

 

Q. Did your mum have anyone to help her in the house? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you help and what did you do? 

A Everything. I helped with the washing, I helped with the cooking, I helped with the cleaning, looking after 
four children under me. 

 

Q. What about your dad, did he help in the house? 

A. Well most old soldiers were good about the house. Oh, aye, he was very good and helped with us. 

 

Q. Was it unusual for men to help? 

A. Well army men were more inclined to help I should think. I really couldn't answer for the other men, but I 
don't think they helped as much as I would say the army men did. 

 

Q. Can you remember what kind of meals you had when you were a child? 

A. Yes I certainly can. We had soups and stews and fries, cold meats. We had pot roasts. Sunday meal 
was always a pot roast, until we got a cooker. Y'know it was cooked on a small cooker thing until we got 
the big cooker. So it was pot roast until we got the big cooker. Then we used to have a goose three or 
four times a year, sent from Ireland. For big occasions was the roast goose. Of course at Christmas we 
had usually the goose for Christmas up 'til we were well up. 

 

Q. Can you remember where your mum did the shopping? 

A. I certainly can. Co-Operative store, grocery and butcher. 

 

Q. Was she a member of the Co-Op? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What about furniture and things, where would she get that? 

A. Oh, now, I couldn't tell you where she bought them. I remember her buying a suite down the Craigs 
<..pause..> eh <..pause..> it was handmade at the time, but I can't remember who it was. A place in the 
Upper Craigs at the time. 
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Q. You were saying that you had a goose at Christmas. Can you remember other occasions? 

A. The goose at Christmas. We'd one for Easter, we'd one for Christmas, we'd one for my mother's 
birthday which fell in November. Three, four times a year we got a goose from Ireland. 

 

Q. What about your own birthdays, did you celebrate them? 

A. Oh yes. We celebrated our own family, my family, we celebrated Hallowe'en, Christmas, Easter sort of 
thing, and I brought up my family the same way. They all celebrate Hallowe'en and they have parties. 

 

Q. Ooh, is that unusual? 

A. All Hallow's Eve. No that wasn't unusual in those days. Not now, but in those days you never missed 
out on Hallowe'en. 

 

Q. What did you do on Hallowe'en? 

A. You ducked for apples. We had a treacle scone tied up and you were supposed to bite that and bring it 
down and you got a thrupenny bit if you brought it down, with a bite, and so on. 

 

Q. Can you remember your parents playing any games with you? 

A. Dominos, all the old games in these days it was Snakes and Ladders and Ludo and Dominos, that was 
all. It wasn't a card playing house. There were no cards played in the house. 

 

Q. Were there any books in the house? 

A. Oh, yes. <..pause..> Well eventually, my father liked Westerns, the cowboy books, but there was all sorts 
of books, every kind. 

 

Q. Did you get a newspaper? 

A. Oh, aye. 

 

Q. Can you remember which one? 

A. When I was a child, The Daily Record and The Evening Times. The Sunday Post and The Sunday Mail. 

 

Q. Did you get magazines or comics? 

A. Oh, there was comics, the boys had all comics, and the girls. I had The Schoolgirl's Own and The 
School Friend. That was my two. 

 

Q. What about your mum, did she get any magazines? 

A. No, she didn't bother about reading. She knitted and so on. 

 

Q. Did you belong to the library? 

A. Not 'til I was grown up. 

 

Q. Can you remember when you were young being taken out to visit neighbours and friends and relatives 
at all? 

A. No, because we had no actual relations in those days in the town, only one relation we had in the town. 
And my mother only visited when there was illness if she was sent for to help, and I didn't see him [the 
relative] after I got married. We didn't go in for sort of visiting, cups of tea, coffee, sort of, none of that. 
No. 

 

Q. Did you have any holidays when you were young? 

A. We had em, <..pause..> sort of day trips. 

 

Q. Where would you go? 
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A. Oh, just different places. I think where father decided we'd go on the bus. And then Ireland, of course. 
My mother's people came from Ireland, you see, the West of Ireland. 

 

Q. How would you get to Ireland? 

A. The boat. From the Clyde, from Glasgow. Glasgow to Dublin. The old Burns-Laird line. That was the 
shipping line. 

 

Q. Can you tell me how you spent Sundays in those days, were they different from other days? 

A. Well you went to mass in the morning. You had your dinner. An' when it was a good day you went for a 
walk after dinner, and you finished up in church at night again. Benediction, what we call Benediction at 
night. 

 

Q. Did you have different clothes on a Sunday? 

A. Oh, yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. Sunday best? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. (laughing) Oh, I remember the Sunday best was special dresses with velvet. (laughing 
again) 

 

Q. Can you remember when you were younger who you played with? 

A. Oh, we had girls, girl school friends. The boys played with the boys, we played with the girls, sort of 
thing. 

 

Q. What type of games did you play? 

A. Och in those days it was Peever an' ball, ball games, Skipping Ropes, all that sort of thing, children's 
things. 

 

Q. Where would you play, in the street? 

A. We had a huge big green. We played on the green and then we used to go over what we called The 
Back Walk. We played there and further down on the Lower Back Walk, that was a great place for the 
topping. Sometimes right here in the Broad Street. 

 

Q. Were there gangs of children? Did people have their own groups? 

A. Aye, they had their own groups. Nearly every street, sort of the Broad Street. But we were a wee street 
y'know, Bow Street was a short street, but we had plenty of friends, plenty playmates. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies then? 

A. My only hobby was watching football. 

 

Q. You, liked football? 

A. I still do! (laughing)  

 

Q. Who did you support? 

A. Oh well. I'll start from the school days. I supported our own school, St. Mary's. I watched a Denny team 
a lot, Denny St. Patrick's. Stirling then that was our junior team, and I went on to Glasgow Celtic, and 
I've supported them ever since. 

 

Q. Did you play football at all? 

A. Aye, when I was a girl. (laughing) I did, I did. (still laughing!) I loved football then and I love it now. 

 

Q. Did you keep any pets? 

A. We'd always just the dog and the cat. 
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Q. Did you belong to any organisations like the Guides or anything like that? 

A. No. No. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the pictures when you were young? 

A. Oh, aye. 

 

Q. What did you go and see? 

A. We followed eh, Pearl White, Exploits of Elaine, Perils of Pauline, Mary Pickford, and oh, I cannae mind 
some. There were a lot of them. 

 

Q. When would you go? 

A. Saturday afternoon. Aye, it was the matinées. 

 

Q. Was that local? 

A. Aye, there was, eh, The Olympia which was burned down and there was The Kinema down the Craigs 
where the telephone place now is, the big telephone place. On the right hand side there was another 
place called The Electric, so we sort of followed all our series and then eventually The Queen's opened. 

 

Q. Did you get any pocket money when you were a girl? 

A. (laughter) Oh, it was coppers, thruppence. (laughing) You were good if you got a thruppenny bit, ha, ha, 
ha, ha! 

 

Q. Did you ever spend that on going to the pictures and things like that? 

A. Aye. A penny for the pictures and then your sweeties. 

 

Q. Were you given lessons by anyone before you went to school? 

A. My father. 

 

Q. Did he teach you to read? 

A. He taught us reading; words and their meanings. Very emphatic he was about words and their 
meanings. And I was a rotten writer. I was always getting kept in to learn to write proper, which I can't 
do to this day. (laughing) I can dictate a letter but I'm not a good writer. 

 

Q. How old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Ooh, I can't remember what age I was. 

 

Q. Were you five? 

A. Well it would be in those days. 

 

Q. Which school did you go to? 

A. St. Mary's, Irvine Place. 

 

Q. Is that a mixed school? 

A. Boys and girls? Oh yes. 

 

Q. What did you think of school. Did you like it? 

A. Oh I liked school. 

 

Q. What about the teachers. Did you like them? 

A. Oh we had some nice ones and some that (laughing) gave you jip. 
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Q. Were they strict? 

A. Oh aye. Very. Very. 

 

Q. What sort of things did they punish you for? 

A. Oh you name it. Anything and everything. Bad writing, talking in class, making faces, you name it, we 
got punished for everything. 

 

Q. What subjects did you do at school? 

A. Oh, the usual. We did the usual subjects up to sixth standard, what they called the Qualifying in those 
days. And then eh <..pause..> I think it was there we started the, <..pause..> it was either the Qualifying or 
the Supplementary we'd started on that Geometry thing that I was telling you about. But other than that 
was sums, drawing, poems, poetry and then singing and all that sort of thing, the usual I would say. 

 

Q. Did you wear a uniform to school? 

A. No. No, not at our school, no. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you left school? 

A. Thirteen. 

 

Q. Would you have liked to have stayed on at school? 

A. No. By that time I wanted to work and earn money. (laughing) 

 

Q. While you were at school did you have a part-time job at all? 

A. Oh, l delivered The Observers to help a girl, an older girl. Just on a Tuesday. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you got paid for that? 

A. Aye, I certainly can. Four one pennies. Four pence. But then I was only helping out another girl y'see. 

 

Q. Was that on an evening? 

A. Aye, on the Tuesday after school. 

 

Q. Would that take a long time? 

A. No, no really. 

 

Q. So what was your first full-time job? 

A. Mmmmm, I told you, going messages. 

 

Q. So what was your first job after you left school? 

A. Being the message girl. Delivering messages for Millar, James Millar and Sons, Bakers, Murray Place. 

 

Q. What did you get paid for that? 

A. Ten shillings a week. 

 

Q. Was that every day you did that? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. What hours? 

A. Eight 'til eh, <..pause..> oh I can't mind, six or seven it must've been. I mind when the shops shut, six or 
seven. Then you cleaned up sort of. 
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Q. Were you telling me that you were supposed to be at school when you had this job? 

A. That's right. I came back from Ireland you see. I'd been a year in Ireland. And I went straight to work 
when I came back because all my pals were left school. (laughing) 

 

Q. What about the attendance officer? 

A. It's all been used in evidence against me! (laughing again) 

 

Q. After you'd worked as a messenger, what did you do after that? 

A. Well I went messages for a year and I went what we call, up to the tearoom, for a year. 

 

Q. What was that? 

A. Still rooms, scullery and kitchen work. 

 

Q. Were you living in? 

A. No that's in the same firm y'see, they opened a tea room up the stair, above the shop. Y'know where 
Malcolm Campbell's is? Well up there. That old flat was the dining [room]. I worked up there. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you were paid for that? 

A. The same. [Ten shillings per week] 

 

Q. You didn't get any more? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Was it not harder work? 

A. Uhhuh. And I got off on Tuesday night to go to Stirling High School cookery lessons. I was keen on 
cookery. 

 

Q. And what did you do after that? 

A. Went into service. 

 

Q. In Stirling? 

A. Bridge of Allan and Dunblane. 

 

Q. What was it like in service, did you enjoy it? 

A. Oh, usually it was a job. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. Oh, I cannae mind, half past six it was we got up. About six I think it was six or half past. Started the 
breakfast. I was cooking by that time. Done the front hall and the front steps and the bells. I'd done the 
cooking, started their breakfast. And then you went on to, <..pause..> the household work was done. Then 
you went on to the dinner or lunch, whatever they were having. Middle of the day, dinner at night, sort of 
thing. 

 

Q. Did you have a break for your lunch? 

A. Oh, aye. 

 

Q. What were you paid there, can you remember? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> well it was ten shillings again to start with, two pounds a month. 

 

Q. Did you feel that that was a fair wage? 

A. Aye. 
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Q. And did they have to pay you for your board and lodgings or did you have to pay? 

A. Oh, no. No, no. You got your board and lodgings. You were working for it! (laughing) 

 

Q. Did you have any holidays with pay? 

A. No. I got my day off. If there was two of you, you got every second week off, every second week a day 
off. Or every second Sunday a day to church. That's if there was two maids. 

 

Q. How many people were there in service in that house? 

A. Ah, the first house I went to there were only me. 

 

Q. So you wouldn't have much free time? 

A. Nup. I was cook general. 

 

Q. What about after that, where did you work? 

A. Well there were two of us in Dunblane. I was cook and we had a table-maid. 

 

Q. And how long were you in Dunblane? 

A. Oh, I cannae remember. <..pause..> I cannae remember that. 

 

Q. Did you like being in service? 

A. Well I didn't know anything else. 

 

Q. Was it both men and women in service together working in the house? 

A. No, no, no. No, no. 

 

Q. You wouldn't get home very often? 

A. No, you got your day off. 

 

Q. When you were in service can you remember how you spent your spare time, your day off? 

A. Came home. If you got a Saturday night off you went to the dancing. (laughing) 

 

Q. Did you like dancing? 

A. Oooh, I loved it, I still do. 

 

Q. Is that in Stirling? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. And how did you manage for money then, was it difficult with what you were paid as a maid? 

A. Well you got your pay and you gave that to your mother. 

 

Q. Would you get some back? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did you go on holiday at all when you were in service? 

A. No. No. 

 

Q. Were there any special places where boys and girls met when you were a young girl? 

A. Mm, just the dancing. 
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Q. Were you allowed to be alone with boys? 

A. Well, I don't think we were supposed to be. 

 

Q. Did you have to be home by a certain time? 

A. Oh, aye. 

 

Q. What time was that? 

A. Well eh, before I went into service, ten o'clock. If you went to the dancing you got 'til eleven o'clock. 

 

Q. So what age were you when you married? 

A. Too young. Eighteen. 

 

Q. How long had you known your husband? 

A. Och, I knew him for years. 

 

Q. Had you been engaged for a long time? 

A. No really, no. 

 

Q. Can you describe your wedding to me? Can you remember what you wore? 

A. Aye, I can. I remember what I wore, I wore a wine velvet dress. As I say, velvet was something special 
in those days. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon? 

A. No! No, no in the working class. You got on without it. (laughing) 

 

Q. And did you continue to work after you got married? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What was your husband's job? 

A. A miner. 

 

Q. Where did he work? 

A. Manor Powis Colliery. 

 

Q. Where did you live when you were first married? 

A. Down in a room down there top of Bow Street. The Darnley House. 

 

Q. That was just one room? 

A. One room, uh-huh. 

 

Q. What did you cook on? 

A. Gas cooker. 

 

Q. Was there a bathroom or anything? 

A. No. There were public baths there in the Broad Street. 

 

Q. How many years did you live in that house? 

A. Oh, I wasn't long in it, that was only after we got married. Then the miner’s strike came on and I went 
back home to live with my family. 
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Q. Did you have to move back home? 

A. Well, if I didn't I'd have got into debt. We had no money, they were on strike! (laughing) 

 

Q. What do you remember about the ‘26 strike? 

A. A lot. 

 

Q. Hard times? 

A. Ah, it was hard times but I was fortunate. I had a good family and they were none of them miners. 

 

Q. So how long was your husband without help? 

A. Seven months they were on strike at that time. 

 

Q. Did he get any help at all from the Union? 

A. They got, they weren't long on strike and they got four shillings [20p] one time from Russia. From the 
Russian miners believe it or not. (laughing) Four shillings. But I only remember getting that once. 

 

Q. What about soup kitchens. Do you remember anything? 

A. Ah, no, no, no. There were but, I never was at one of them. I was fortunate as I say, I had good people, 
good family. 

 

Q. Were you interested in politics at all? 

A. After the strike I became interested in politics. 

 

Q. Can I ask you which party? 

A. Yes, you certainly can. The Labour Party. Miner's wife. 

 

Q. And it was the strike that really made you go into the Labour Party? 

A. Aye, aye. 

 

Q. Did you have any children? 

A. You mean a family? I had. I had thirteen. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. Oh, now you're asking something. As I say we had to take what would suit. (laughing) You'd what the 
Lord or your husband sent you. (laughing) You didn't have much alternative. 

 

Q. Did you read any books about birth or infant care? 

A. No, no, no. I liked nursing and I liked to deliver children. I learned to deliver babies, but, I maybe read 
one or two books on that but that's the only thing. No birth control, we weren't interested in that at all. 

 

Q. Just everything natural? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did your mum help you at all? 

A. Oh, aye. In the early days, when she was younger. 

 

Q. If you needed advice about your children you'd ask her? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. Did your husband help you with the kids at all? 

A. Well he was good with the bairns, but no' about the house. He was very good with the kids, oh aye. 
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Q. So how did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years? 

A. Oh, you had your lean times being married to a miner, there were ups and downs all through your 
married life, 'til the family grew up and started work, but I managed. 

 

Q. Did you know what your husband earned? 

A. Not his full wage, no, never. They weren't any good at telling you that long ago. (laughing) 

 

Q. So he would just give you some of his wage?  

A. Uh-huhm. 

 

Q. And how did you work out when you should get an increase in that housekeeping? 

A. Oh, I couldnae tell you about that. I just never thought I suppose, took it when it come likely. 

 

Q. Did you pay the bills or did your husband? 

A. No, no, I paid everything. 

 

Q. What about decisions about things like new furniture? 

A. I did that. I got the money and I had to get on with it. 

 

Q. If you were ill or perhaps confined to bed having children or something, did you get help from 
neighbours or friends? 

A. Oh, aye, they were good neighbours. I always was fortunate, I helped and they helped sort of thing. 

 

Q. You all sort of mucked in? 

A. Oh yes, aye, oh yes. 

 

Q. Would somebody come in when you were having one of your children, say a neighbour, and perhaps do 
the cooking? 

A. Aye, up until my own daughters grew up. 

 

Q. Do you think where you lived that all the people had the same standard of living or were some better off 
and some poorer? 

A. I suppose everybody would have much the same. It depends how you worked it out for yourself I should 
imagine. 

 

Q. Were there any toffs in the neighbourhood? 

A. No, no really. No. We were <..pause..> they used to say behind our backs that the Allans, <..pause..> 
because of course I as I said, I brought mine up the same as I was brought up. Their Sunday and all the 
rest had their different clothes and we always liked them dressed so, and during the war I had my own 
hens and all that sort of thing. A good garden. Ah, they said behind our back that the Allans, <..pause..> 
but I don't know, I'm not saying. 

 

Q. Who were the most important people in the neighbourhood, were there employers or anybody? 

A. Oh, no round our neighbourhood, no. 

 

Q. You were all pretty similar? 

A. Ah, oh no, we were all the same. Working class families. 

 

Q. Was it possible at that time to move from one class to another? 

A. Oh, highly improbable I'd say. (laughing) 
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Q. Was your home rented at that time? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What do you remember of the landlord or landlady? 

A. Oh, it was the town. Ah, I've been with Stirling Town Council since 1931 or 1932. 

 

Q. Did you belong to a savings club? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Do you remember feeling that you had to struggle to make ends meet at all? 

A. Oh aye, sometimes, oh uh-huh. 

 

Q. When would that be, during depressions? 

A. Depressions, strikes, maybe idleness, maybe an accident. You never knew from week to week in the 
pit. The pits weren't as safe then as they are now. They're safer now, the mines. So I mean, it was 
nothing new for your man to get an accident. So you just got on with it and used your initiative as the 
army would say. 

 

Q. So how would you manage when times were hard? 

A. Let's face it, I dealt with the butcher and I dealt with the Co-Operative, so if there were no wage coming 
in for a week or two, you got your groceries <..pause..> got your butcher meat, and you paid your bill 
when your money got straightened out. That's if your name was good, which mine was. (laughing) 

 

Q. So you had to have a good reputation to get? <..pause..> 

A. Credit. Aye. 

 

Q. Did you ever get help from The Parish at all? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Was there a real stigma attached to that? 

A. Oh, there was, there was. 

 

Q. Was it from other people in the neighbourhood, would they be aware that people got money from The 
Parish? 

A. Well the people that I remember that got help or got clothes, sort of thing, you knew by their clothes. 
The boys got heavy boots. No thank God I never needed them, but, they got heavy boots and tweed 
sort of, these suits they got. 

 

Q. So you could just tell? 

A. Aye, you could tell. I mean it wasn't mentioned, sort of thing, they were reckoned to be that bit poorer 
than you. 

 

Q. Was it a friendly neighbourhood then? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember anything about how the husbands and wives got on? 

A. Oh, now that I couldnae tell you. 

 

Q. Was there any wife beating or anything? 

A. Oh, there was to a certain extent. You just didnae interfere, it was none of your business. 

 

Q. So you couldn't get involved? 
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A. No, no. No, no. You never got involved in anybody else’s affairs. If you argued with your man well that 
was your business. Same applied to anybody else. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of the Second World War? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Can you tell me about what you remember? 

A. Well, what I do remember, the rationing of course. At that time I'd eight of a family to bring up. I'd lost 
some of them in childhood. <..pause..> And eh, I'd eight books in the Co-Operative, I'm still in the Co-
Operative by the way, so I'd eight books in the groceries there you see, and a different butcher of 
course by that time. <..pause..> It was a case of sometimes there were shops getting odd things that the 
Co-Operative didn't get. With the result on an older woman's advice I put four books into a shop they 
called the Buttercup in Stirling. So there I'd maybe get a tin of pears, at the Co-Operative all I got was 
sauce, or something like that, so you just went from shop to shop. Well then we got permission to keep 
hens so, I was in Hazelbank Gardens at the time, so I kept hens so I had eggs all during the war. I had 
a good garden. I had all my own vegetables, and I grew strawberries, with the result I could always help 
my mother. My father had died by that time. The family, we bought some cockerels and brought them 
up, you could kill them for the Christmas, sort of thing. But eh, oh there was rationing all right. But as I 
said, I'd only the two shops to go between, for I never had much patience for standing in queues, I'd too 
much to do in the house, and the garden. I did it all myself. 

 

Q. Were there any air raids in Stirling? 

A. There was two nights they came over here, going to Clydebank. They came across here they were 
bombing Clydebank, that's down the Clyde and they dropped two land mines down on what was called 
Forthbank at the time. They knocked down houses there and it was a football ground that one of their 
mines landed into and opened a big hole there. And they knocked down houses there. Oh, aye they 
came over then alright. But again at that time you were helping everybody. 
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1907 Clerkess in Butcher’s Shop 

 
Interviewee Code B2 
Interview Conducted 29th June 1987 
Interviewer Karen Connal 
Transcribed by A. F. Turner 
 

Q. What year were you born? 

A. I was born on the 13
th
 of October 1907 at Orchard Farm near Bannockburn. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. We didn't live there very long, I just don't know exactly, my father was a ploughman there and then he 
got a job in Bannockburn and we went to live up in Bannockburn and I went to Bannockburn School 
when I was five year old but I wasn't there very long. My teacher was a Miss Burton and she seemed to 
be very fond of me because when I left to come to Stirling she gave me a book all about the elephant 
and och I had that book for years and years and then I gave it up to the children’s home, Croal Home 
was in Upper Bridge Street near her and the children up there loved that book. 

 

Q. So how many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. I have one sister she's three and a half years older than me. That's the one that's blind. 

 

Q. And do you know how old your parents were when you were born? Any idea? 

A. Oh no, <..pause..> I think they'd be in their thirties because my mother had twins but they died, so I think 
they would both be about thirty when I was born. 

 

Q. And your father was a ploughman? 

A. He was a ploughman at that time. 

 

Q. And what did he do after that? 

A. Well when we came to Stirling he had got a job with ‘Wordie’, who were railway carriers and he was 
there for a long time and then he got a job on the council horses, the dustcarts as we called them, and 
of course it was all horses then and, <..pause..> then the man that was in charge of the horses and the 
stables, he died and my father became stableman for the town down in, down near the old bridge. How 
many horses would we have? About a dozen at least and we had a big stable there, and one there and 
then there were loose boxes over the other side. My father was as good as many a vet, better than 
some, he had a wonderful way with horses and of course I loved them. My sister was terrified and dad 
was away up seeing his mother one time I can mind, I came home and my mother says, "Now Mary, I 
think there's a horse loose, it's stamping around," so I gingerly opened the door and right enough one of 
the horses was loose. So when Kate came in I says to her, "Kate, will you come and hold,” <..pause..> we 
didn't have electric light, I says, "will you come and hold the lantern 'til I try and get that horse,” <..pause..> 
“If I can get it into a loose box I can push the thing." So down we went, Kate stood inside the door and 
then the horse turned, Kate opened the door, out lantern and all and left me in the dark and my mother 
had to come to the rescue but och they were nice horses. And my father got up in the morning and he 
fed them all and sorted them and then the men came and oh, it was a busy place. And we had a big, 
<..pause..> every May there was a big parade in the town, charity parade and we used to put in so many 
carts and that and och, for weeks on end we'd be polishing and making wee things and I used to help to 
plait the manes, you know ‘cause I had tiny fingers and oh, it was great excitement and oh, what a let 
down when it was wet. But oh there some beautiful turnouts in the horses. 

 

Q. So did your mother work before she got married? 

A. My mother worked in eh, <..pause..> oh what do you call her? <..pause..> She kept my father's house for a 
while. My grandfather, they came from Glenelg, up in the West of Scotland, when he was seventy-two. 
My grandfather, he lived 'til he was ninety-eight and mother lived, I think it was one of the factory kind of 
places but she had kept the house. And of course after she was married well, she used to go out once a 
week or so to help an old friend who stayed with the friend that she'd been married - she was married 
from their house and they stayed in the Wellgreen and she kept house to her brother-in-law and my 
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mother went to help with the washing. They didn't get a lot of money, oh but it was always something. 
Then my father was off for thirteen weeks with sciatica but he got no money, but mother went there and 
she used to wrap up some of her dinner and I went with her. She used to get some of the food and that 
home with her for my father and sister. <..pause..> It was a tough time but you just got on with it, there 
was nothing there and the one thing was your neighbours were all the same, you know there was none 
of us <..pause..> When we came to Stirling we went to live in a tenement in Upper Bridge Street and there 
was sixteen tenants. You had the washday on the Monday, a fortnight on the Wednesday and three 
weeks on the Monday and then of course the other ones had it, but two or three people went in every 
day and it was a happy land, they called it ‘the big land’, and everybody, not like now, everybody helped 
everybody else. 

 

Q. So did your parents attend church at all? 

A. <..pause..> To begin with, no they didn't, but the Allan Park Church had a Mission up the Castlehill and we 
were members of the Old East Kirk. See there was two kirks, there was the East Kirk and the West Kirk 
and they united to be the Holy Rude. But they were members of the old East Kirk and we went to the 
Sunday School but then at night we went to the Sunday School up the Barn Road, it was just up from us 
and my mother and another old lady, old Mrs. Honeyman, they came to the service there. And then in 
the summertime we went a walk and on the Friday night it was the Band of Hope and that hall would be 
packed from end to end with youngsters. You see, these were the only things we had, you know and 
oh, we had singsongs and one thing and another and I remember Katie Goodwillie asked me to sing. 
Oh I was an awfy shy youngster when I was young. I said no way was I going up on that platform to 
sing. And she said, "Oh come on Mary, I've heard you and you're not bad, come on, come on." "No," "I'll 
give you sixpence." Sixpence! That was a fortune and I got up on that platform and I sang and I can 
remember it was a wee song I learned at Bannockburn School - "In my cupboard there are many toys" 
etc. and you do the actions. And the first time I went to Sunday School was in Bannockburn and I can 
remember they used to put the hymns up on a thing, and the first hymn I ever learned was "What a 
friend we have in Jesus" and I've never forgotten it, it's still a favourite of mine. I can sing all the verses 
in no bother, and I can still see that sheet. And as I say we went up there and then as we grew older we 
attended Sunday School and church and when I was fourteen I became what was called ‘a monitor’ in 
our Sunday School. We had two halls in Spittal Street and Mr. Ross was our superintendent, a fine man 
he was, and a Miss Taylor looked after the wee ones and we were upstairs and the big Sunday School 
downstairs. And oh, the children were really. <..pause..> It was up Baker Street and Broad Street and in 
these days it was a poor area. But we used to have at Christmas, the Sunday before Christmas we had 
a gift service and they could bring good toys, they didn't need to be new and then they were parcelled 
up and everything. And the teachers, oh for years, Christmas, forenoon - Christmas Day, I spent 
delivering these parcels. Oh, some of the places were unbelievable - up dark stairs and oh, some of the 
people of course were very dirty and others were. <..pause..> There was one place we went up to and the 
woman said - it was Harry Duncan and I went up and Harry was a great one, when they opened he 
would say, "Happy Christmas" you know and of course he was shoving the door and he was practically 
in before the woman, <..pause..> and we went in and it was a great big room and there was a double bed 
and we knew there was an invalid boy there and everything was white - the valance round the bottom, 
everything spotless, you could have taken your food off the floor and this lad was in the bed. Of course 
we went over to speak to him and then we told her that this was a parcel from the church, the East Kirk 
Sunday School for the boy, and there was so much. <..pause..> We knew how many was in the family, 
you got it from the poor man and she just stood and I picture her yet, she was a bonnie wee woman, the 
tears rolled down her cheeks. <..pause..> "Oh," she said, "Isn't that wonderful". <..pause..> But I've never 
forgotten her and I mean they hadn't a thing practically but their place was spotless. <..pause..> It made 
you awful humble and as I say we did that all these years. I became a Sunday School teacher and I was 
a Sunday School teacher for fourteen year and I helped in the Life Boys. Then Mr. Ross and I and 
another young teacher who was a lovely pianist, we taught at least fifty kiddies. We taught them action 
songs and various things and then the teacher did a play. We had a big Mission in Baker Street and 
they were really poor and on the Thursday before Christmas, two days before Christmas we gave a 
concert for these kiddies and had a Christmas tree and all got a parcel. And then on Christmas Eve it 
was the turn of the Sunday School, and we did it again and on the Saturday afternoon it was the wee 
ones in the church hall and as I say these kids were so happy, so pleased, and they were only little 
things about sixpence at the most and what a pleasure! Well one of the wee boys that was in my group 
upstairs when I was a monitor, he was a picture, he had lovely red cheeks and blue eyes and fair hair, 
but he never ever opened his mouth. You could ask Alec anything, just looked at you. So it came 
Christmas and I said, "Well I wonder what Santa brought you?" and this wee laddie for all of a sudden 
he says to me, "I got a red wooden engine." I didn't exist, he talked about that engine to the end of the 
lesson, the first wooden engine that child had had, and to him it was marvellous and Alec took over and 
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talked - none of the rest, oh it didn't matter what they got, "Mmm, aye, my engine!" Well that lad was 
killed in the World War. Oh, when I read it in the paper, was I vexed, lost a lot of the laddies you know. 

 

Q. So your parents, did they take an interest in politics at all? 

A. No, no, no. 

 

Q. Do you know what party they voted for? Did they vote? 

A. Oh they'd vote. At that time it would be the Unionists is it? Aye, I think it would be the Union. No, I don't 
think they were Labour. 

 

Q. And do you know what they would do in their spare time, if they had any spare time? 

A. Well my father was a great gardener. He loved his garden and he loved helping people. If there was a 
widow with a garden or that, my father went away digging it and he did his garden and of course there 
was always the horses to look after and that sort of thing. But mother, she hadnae any interest really 
outside the home and friends and that sort of thing. 

 

Q. So have you got any memories of the first house you can remember as a child? Can you describe the 
rooms, how many rooms it had and things like that? 

A. The Feus in Bannockburn, it would just be a room and kitchen. It was a semi-detached cottage and 
<..pause..> it likely would have a box bed, I can't really remember, what I remember most is the garden. 
Of course that's me. But one thing I can picture is, in the front garden we had these big double daisies 
and we had two rabbits in a hutch out the back, that was our pets. I can remember the people over the 
road, they were the local joiners, I think Stewart was their name, and they had two stuffed owls, I 
thought they were wonderful! But you see these were the sort of things, you never had many toys or 
anything like that, but we were happy and as I say we were all the same, nobody envied, <..pause..> there 
was no keeping up with the Jones because we couldn't afford to. 

 

Q. So did your parents ever take in any lodgers? 

A. No, no. No, never. 

 

Q. And did your mother do all the housework herself? Did she ever get anybody to come in? 

A. Oh no, when we were young, but as we grew older you had to do your bit. My sister, oh my sister was a 
far better worker than me. I would go and sort the flowers and I would go and do the garden but oh I 
hated doing pots. Of course they were big black pots you know and they got all; <..pause..> but we had 
the grate and of course there was an awful lot of steel about them and on a Friday morning, Saturday 
morning rather, we would get up and we had to clean this, polish this and oh, my sister was a great 
worker and it'd all to be black-leaded and polished 'til your face shone in it and then there was a steel 
fender and everything and we had to clean that. Oh no, you didn't get away with it, you had to take your 
share, but you thought nothing of it. 

 

Q. What about your father, did he help in the house at all? 

A. No, oh dad would, <..pause..> I mean if my mother wasnae very well certainly, but in these days you see 
the wife did everything, and it was exceptional for the father. 

 

Q. How was he with the children? Could he have looked after you and your sister? 

A. Oh yes, oh aye, he did and <..pause..> we were brought up to believe that, <..pause..> to do what we could 
for other people, and I mean my father wasn't what you would call a religious man, but he would never 
do anybody any harm and if he could do a good turn, my dad would. I mean he was an honest, hard 
working man and so was my mother, and that was the way we were brought up. But I mean dad never 
was a great one for going to church. Of course on the Sundays he still had horses and that to do but he 
just, <..pause..> he never went to church but he was a good man. 

 

Q. Was religion quite important to you then as a child? 

A. Yes. I mean my sister and I, we loved the Sunday school and we liked going to church. We went to the 
East Kirk and <..pause..> went up to the Castle Hill as I say to the Mission and we just loved it. 
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Q. Did you have special clothes to wear on a Sunday? 

A. You had a dress for Sunday and that. <..pause..> Say you got a new frock, well that had to do you two 
years for Sunday and then you would get it on to the school and the same with a coat. Oh, you always 
had something good to wear on a Sunday and it was kept for the Sunday, and your Sunday boots or 
shoes. And when my father was on the lorries, there was people, Cullens the butcher, and they had had 
young children, and the lady said to my father one day, "You've got two girls haven't you?" and dad 
said, "Yes." "Well," she said, "I've got a trunk of clothes here that might do them". Well most of them did 
me. Oh, I thought I was a princess. I can mind one of them was cream and the other was blue and they 
were full from the yoke down, and I used to burl out and there was a pair of boots and oh, they came 
practically almost up to my knee and they were all tooled. Oh they were beautiful. Oh I was a toff! 

 

Q. Wonderful! 

A. It was. You see that was an event to us and I was the envy of the rest. Of course I expect like all 
children I preened myself a bit. (laughs) 

 

Q. So see the jobs, the tasks that you had in the house to do when you were little, did you still have to do 
them when you left school? 

A. Aye, I always had to clean the windows. That was my job and I used to have a late dinner hour every 
other week from two o'clock to three, and on a Friday, I took the chance to do it on a Friday, and my 
sister and I had to clean our own room. On a Friday night that room had to be cleaned. Mother never 
did it for us, no, oh no, and you had to do the dishes and everything. You were, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have? 

A. Meals? Well that was the one thing. <..pause..> Of course we'd have our porridge in the morning and 
maybe toast or bread and jam or something like that, and at dinner time my mother made, <..pause..> she 
was a good plain cook and we would have homemade soup and then meat and potatoes and always a 
vegetable, and sometimes a pudding. And I can always remember we were sent to the butchers for a 
quarter, sometimes a quarter of frying steak, that was for my father, and mother fried it and made a 
lovely, rich gravy. But we got the potatoes and this rich gravy and the vegetables. And that's why I love 
gravy, I'm not so fussy, I like food but I love the gravy because my mother made it and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did your mother not have any of the frying steak either? 

A. No, no. Dad was the worker and we didnae bother, we were getting <..pause..> you know you had this 
lovely rich soup. You went and got a big marrowbone you see and then my mother used to make potted 
hough, and she used to - on a Thursday night when we would be at the teachers meeting for the 
Sunday school - when we came home she used to, <..pause..> it was thinned a bit and she'd have it in - it 
was just an oven that kept things warm, it didnae cook anything, and that's what we had. And then we 
would have soup and beef and this potted meat and then she made stovies off the fat and that potted 
meat was wonderful, and of course it was the best of food. No, that was one thing, we didn't get fancy 
stuff, nothing fancy, but we were well fed. 

 

Q. Did you have anything different on a Sunday? 

A. As we grew up, yes. My mother used to get a piece of brisket or a piece of salt brisket or something like 
that at the weekend. We had that, <..pause..> but I can remember, as I say it was good solid food. 

 

Q. And where did your parents do the shopping? Did your mother shop or did they both shop? 

A. Well mother did most of the shopping. When we lived down in Winchell Place when I was wee and my 
father had the sciatica, my mother used to shop in a place up the Broad Street. It was a good bit away 
from us but she went there, and when dad of course stopped, after a while my mother stopped, then the 
order - the man used to send it down. And he sent the laddie down one day to see why, what had 
happened that my mother wasnae getting her regular weekly order. So my mother said to the boy, "Well 
you see my husband's been off and I just haven't the money." Do you know what happened? The man 
sent down the usual groceries and he said, "When Dan gets back to work you can pay me." 

 

Q. That was lovely! What shop was that? What was that called? 

A. Bob, <..pause..> 
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Q. It was in Broad Street? 

A. It was in Broad Street, but no, I don't remember the name of it. I mean I was only a wee tot but that was 
the wee shops you see. Different of course these big shops, they couldnae do that but I miss the wee 
shops. 

 

Q. Was there a Co-Op at all? Did she shop in a Co-Op? 

A. Yes, well the Co-Operative was in Cowane Street and there was a bakery and everything, and mother 
bought sugar quite a lot there after once the Co-Operative was there. Then of course when I started to 
work in the butchers she got her butcher meat there. 

 

Q. Now did you ever celebrate special occasions? Birthdays, New Year. 

A. We always celebrated New Year, and on your birthday you would maybe get something, but nothing 
very much. I mean birthday cakes of course were unknown. Oh, I'm wrong, my mother made the most 
gorgeous dumplings. My father taught her. When he was young - of course being working on the farms 
they were in bothies and he got to know there how to make dumplings and he taught my mother, and 
my mother made the most beautiful dumplings. That's the one thing, a great big lovely dumpling. So you 
always had a dumpling on your birthday. 

 

Q. So did your parents ever play games with you? Were they quite involved with you when you were 
children? 

A. No, not really. They'd maybe play Snap or something like that when we were smaller, but of course as 
we grew up, well, they never had the opportunity to play games but took great interest in our lessons 
and made sure that we always did our homework and that sort of thing. And they really encouraged us. 
I mean you weren't allowed to go out to play until, <..pause..> if you had homework to do, that was your 
first priority. Get your homework done then go out to play. 

 

Q. Did you have any books to read in the house? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Were your parents in the library at all? 

A. No, not at that time, no. We were the readers. My mother would read The People's Friend, things like 
that, and dad read all the newspapers and when we were younger of course it was the girls’ papers that 
we read, and my chum and I used to go up to the library and her father was the poorhouse, <..pause..> he 
was the superintendent man and they had a tree, an apple tree and we used to take the apples in our 
pocket and we went up to the reading room in the library and there we read all these magazines, ‘The 
Strand’ and all these. <..pause..> I mean we couldn't afford them, but Jean and I went up there many a 
night and we read all these <..pause..> that was where we got our knowledge, in the library, in The Public 
Library and they had all these magazines and you sat quiet, and many a night after we had our, 
<..pause..> done our homework and that, that's where Jean and I went. 

 

Q. So did you ever go on any outings with your parents, visiting friends or relatives or that? Or any 
holidays? 

A. Well my mother had a brother who was a shepherd up on a big estate outside Glasgow and my sister 
used to go the day after the school closed. We took her up to Uncle Donald and Aunt Kirstie's and she 
was there all the school holidays to help Aunt Kirstie and then we went back for her and of course that 
was the day out y'see. And I can always remember when we went into Glasgow, we went down to 
Lochart’s and we had a cup of tea and a pie. No pies ever tasted like them, and of course it was a great 
treat for us to go to a restaurant. Oh it was a high day. They were really extra good pies. Funnily 
enough I was reading a book about Glasgow the other day and the people that had been to Lochart and 
I said, "Oh, that's where we went to," you know. 

 

Q. Were you not lost without your sister? Did you not want her home? 

A. No, she was three and a half years older than me y'see and, <..pause..> can't be bothered with a little 
sister you know, (laughs) and actually when we stayed in Upper Bridge Street I played with the boys 
because all the girls, there was four of them in our land, five of them, they were all older than me and 
they didn't want me you see, and I played with the boys. Bar when my, <..pause..> a wee girl came from 
Fallin to her granny's. And her and I used to go up the Gowan Hill where the beheading stone is and 
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we'd be there for hours playing at hospitals and everything. Nobody bothered you, they couldn't 
nowadays. And then, in the summer the grass got burned and we used to go up there with trays and 
slide down, or slide down the ‘Sandy Bunk’. Well you got the sand knocked out of you when you came 
home. You'd get a bottle of water and a piece, and of course I never liked butter and jam, but it was 
usually a piece on jam. My mother always made, <..pause..> I've never had bought jam in my life. She 
made it and all, right through and now of course my daughter makes it now. She made lovely jam, there 
was always home-made jam made and we spent many a happy hour up there. You didnae have fancy 
toys and then of course it was the skipping at one time and we used to make kites. Never bought a kite 
in our lives you know, but you scrounged all the wallpaper you could get hold of and you crossed the 
strings over and tied them and then you covered them with this you see, and you got the string and 
made tails and they could go a great height. 

 

Q. Was that just sticks you used to cross over? 

A. Yes, we got thin sticks and we put them and made a cross, one high straight up the top and fastened 
that and then we covered it with the paper you see, and down. Your mother would make you a wee 
drop flour paste you see to stick it together and stick it on round the things and then you got a string on 
it and away up the Gowan Hill and that. Oh it soared like a bird. And it cost us nothing and in the 
wintertime, when it was coming towards winter, they got out the sledges and the sledges were all home-
made and the parents helped us you know, they made the runners and that, and away up the Gowan 
Hill on sledges. Our toys cost us precious little. 

 

Q. So were you free to play with anyone you pleased? 

A. Oh yes, well round about, I mean there was a lot of children round about and there wasn't the traffic. 
You see we could play in the street, there wasn't the traffic at that time, and at night, even in the winter, 
we played outside the close and there was relievo and Statues, all these kinds of things. And there was 
a shop next door and she'd two big windows and one was full of sweets, and you'd great guessing 
games and of course you could go in and get a ha'penny worth of sweeties and get a lot. And you 
played guessing games you know, and that was how we spent our time then. In the summer of course 
we went, as we grew older, away up to the ‘Buck Well’. There wasn't an inch of the Castle I didn't know. 
We all did you see. That was when you all went walks, you walked an awful lot. Of course they couldn't 
now, children wouldn't be safe now, but we thought nothing of it you see. You went up to the Castle and 
went up the Gowan Hill and went up to the cemeteries and went round and I mind there was, <..pause..> 
over to a place where there was, <..pause..> it was the poor place you know and we used to take up 
flowers out of our garden and put them on these graves, and I'd gather wild flowers and put them on. 
But you would never walk on a grave, the graves were sacred <..pause..> and you went up to the 
cemetery and as I say you looked at them all and that but you never even thought of walking over a 
grave. Nowadays they just go across, but you never ever walked over a grave. 

 

Q. So were you in any Brownies or Guides or anything like that? 

A. No, I wasn't in the Brownies nor the Guides. I never was well, I never completed a month at school in 
my life in the Territorial School. I'd always either sore ears or something 'til I went to the High School, 
and mother wasnae sure about letting me go. I won a lot of bursaries. But the doctor said, "Let her go," 
and I went to the High School, and I was off with the ‘flu when it was raging, and that was all. I was 
healthy up there. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the pictures or music halls or anything like that? 

A. Oh yes, The Electric down the Craigs, and we got in for a penny, and the funny thing was we all 
scrambled to get at the front, not realising that we would have been better further back. And oh, 
Saturday afternoon, that was your treat, to go to The Electric down the Craigs; all the youngsters. And it 
was Pauline White, and all these things you know, and oh, you couldn't wait to get back the next 
Saturday. 

 

Q. Did you get pocket money every week to go? 

A. Yes. You got a penny, and a penny to spend. That was a fortune. You could get so much for a penny 
you see, and then I used to go messages for this shop buddy and I got a whole shilling. I was keeping 
the house, I thought oh, my mother was wealthy I was giving her a shilling. 

 

Q. What age were you then? 
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A. About ten year old. 

 

Q. So you were still at school? 

A. Oh, I was still at school. I went and delivered some things round about you know and there was people 
Melrose that had the big malt barns beside us, and old Mrs. Melrose used to give me maybe a piece or 
something. That was a great treat. But the old buddy that stayed up the stairs from us, she, if you went 
messages for her, she always gave me a piece and it was butter and jam and I couldn't take it. 
However, Wullie Stephenson up the stair - Mrs. Stephenson had five boys, her man was a great drinker, 
but nice people. And Wullie used to stand at the foot of the stair, "Did you get a piece Mary?" and Wullie 
got my piece. Mind you it would have been a great treat, and it was. Old Mrs. Caine thought she was 
giving me the greatest treat on earth. And that's what you got. 

 

D. So who was the lady that used to give you a shilling? Who was she? 

A. Annie Simpson was her name and she had this shop, and the one side was sweets and the other side 
groceries and a fish counter bit. And <..pause..> she also did some dressmaking on the side and although 
I used to serve in the shop after that on a Saturday morning, I never, hardly ate a, <..pause..> I'm not a 
sweetie hand but although they were there, maybe seeing so many of them but, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you give that shilling to your mother? 

A. Oh yes, you never thought of doing anything else, and if anybody gave you any money you gave it to 
your mother. You had a piggy bank and your mum would put so much in, the like of a shilling, she'd 
maybe put thruppence in the piggy bank and then that kept for to buy something for you later on. But 
our needs; you didn't need an awful lot and I say we made all our own pleasures and made all sorts of 
things. We used to sit, you know with the reels with the four tacks in them and the wool and you made 
them, and on wet days there was window sills on both landings and we used to sit up there, the boys 
and me, making these things. All colours. You scrounged wool everywhere and you sat there and you 
made them and then they were made into plant stand things and all that sort of thing. Oh, you just 
ripped them down to start again. (laughs) 

 

Q. So, before you went to school, did you get any lessons from your parents, say, before you went? Did 
they teach you to write your name or anything like that? 

A. Oh yes, a bit yes. I don't remember much because you were taught various things. I mean father nor my 
mother hadnae had much education as such. My father came away from school when he was twelve 
year old. He had to leave school to help out; came from Boat o' Garten. And my mother, their school 
was six miles from them and they went every day and in the winter they carried a peat to put on the fire. 
Every child had to take a peat with them and they walked there and they walked back and they thought 
nothing of it. I mean they didn't have an awful lot of education but they encouraged us, my sister and I, 
and we were all rather clever I must say, both of us. 

 

Q. What age were you then when you started school? 

A. I was five when I started at Bannockburn and I was eleven when I went to Stirling High and I was there 
'til I was fifteen. 

 

Q. You started at Bannockburn school but then you moved house, didn't you? 

A. Uh-huh, I came to Stirling. 

 

Q. And what school did you go to then? 

A. Territorial School. 

 

Q. And you liked school then I take it? 

A. Oh I loved school. 

 

Q. And what were the teachers like? Were they quite strict then? 

A. Yes, they were rather. Some of them were rather, 'cause I remember a Miss Ritchie. She was old a bit 
and it was a pouring wet day and I hadn't been out at playtime, I didn't have any notion and then I was 
needing to go to the toilet, and I put up my hand and asked if I could go out. "Why? Well you can go, but 



 612 

you'll get strapped when you come back." Well of course if I had had any sense I would've gone home, 
but I didn't, and I got the strap. Of course apart from the pain it was the indignity, I had never been 
strapped in my life! 

 

Q. Was that because you hadn't gone at playtime? 

A. Because I hadn't gone at playtime; now a child! <..pause..> So however when I went home and my 
mother says to me, "What's wrong with you?" Oh! When my father came home he was furious and he 
went to the headmaster. He says, "If Mary does wrong, fair enough, she can strap her, but," he says, 
"she had no right to strap the child for asking out to the toilet." And the headmaster, a Mr. Jamieson he 
was, a very fine man, and he went down and she said, "I realised after what I had done" and she 
apologised. But I got the strap for asking out, but by and large I got on well with my teachers. Of course 
you see I never got into mischief and our parents had taught us to respect other people and other 
people's property and that, and when you went to school you do what your teacher tells you. 

 

Q. What subjects did you get? 

A. Well of course it was general at the Territorial School and it was the same. <..pause..> I took Commercial 
at the High School and we had so few girls in the Commercial they had to.<..pause..> They had too many 
boys and it was the only mixed class in the High School that had ever been mixed and we had about 
fifteen girls and fifteen boys in the High School and oh, I loved the High School, I really did, I thoroughly, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you have a school uniform? 

A. Yes, we had a gym, gym dress and white blouse, that was what you had, and your black shoes and 
stockings. 

 

Q. So how long were you at the High School? What age were you when you left? 

A. Fifteen. 

 

Q. Fifteen? 

A. Uh-huh, and oh I really did extra well at the High School. The headmaster wanted my mother to let me 
stay on, but no. "Oh, she's got to go out to work!" 

 

Q. So you did messages for the woman in the shop when you were still at school? How long did you do 
that for? Was that right up until? <..pause..> 

A. Oh maybe about a year or so, because after, <..pause..> I mean once I went to the High School, <..pause..> 
I don't know why, oh I suppose I would, I don't know how long I went with the, <..pause..> because as I 
say I served in the shop and helped and that. It was always something to do and you were always 
interested you see. 

 

Q. Did you have any other part-time jobs when you were at school then? 

A. No, no. Very few people worked. My sister was allowed to go to the berries in the summertime and oh, 
Kate could outstrip everybody. Oh she was a wonderful worker, far better worker than I was, but then, 
me not being well you see, and I was never allowed to go barefoot, my sister was. Oh, and that was 
terrible, all the other children got to go about in their bare feet but of course when I went up the Gowan 
Hill, I got my bare feet. But it was a thrill to get your bare feet. 

 

Q. What, were you prone to colds and things like that? 

A. Ears, and every month I took the bile and was I sick. The poor neighbours used to hear me and they 
would say, "There's Mary again!" It was terrible. 

 

Q. Did they call the doctor in? 

A. Just a sickness, and there was nothing they could really do. I just took this terrible sickness and it was 
as green as anything. Of course I've always had trouble with my ears. Now I've gone deaf in one but 
<..pause..> no, I never completed a month at the school. 
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Q. Did you get any treatment from the doctor? 

A. Well you didn't very often because you'd to pay for the doctors you must remember. Unless it was very, 
very bad, but I mean my mother, you got <..pause..> a stocking filled with hot, hot salt was put round, and 
warm things, and when you had a sore throat they filled one of my dads old socks was filled with hot 
salt and that was put round. It was the most wonderful thing and of course they used a lot of 
Camphorated Oil and you were rubbed with that when you had a cold, and you were given a hot drink. 
Blackcurrant; my mother always made a lot of blackcurrant jam. And she made a blackcurrant drink and 
that cured your colds. I took a suppurated throat and of course the doctor came and said that he would 
come back the next day and if it wasn't any better he would lance it. Now my mother had a terrible fear 
of a knife. Lance it? You'd thought he was going to kill me, and she practically sat up all that night with 
this hot salt and then gargle with baking soda. That was the great thing, baking soda, and this sock with 
the hot salt around the thing and in the morning it had burst. But unfortunately the poison went right 
through and my toes, everyone became septic and the doctor said the poison from that had gone down 
through me. 

 

Q. So what did he do? 

A. There was nothing really much he could do but bathe them in very hot water and that. It was coming to 
the end of the month and of course I kept the accounts and the other lady kept the books, some 
customers had books, and I went to my work in slippers. And I had to walk from away down past the 
foot of Wallace Street in Stirling right to the very end of Port Street, and I walked it on slippers, to get to 
your work. 

 

Q. So what was your first full-time job then? 

A. I worked as a clerkess, it was the only job I had, in a butcher’s office. And I was junior until the other 
person left, then I became the senior. We went out one week at seven o'clock to get the orders out 
because the shop that I was in had all the gentry, as we called them, in the Terraces and outwith Stirling 
a lot. It was a first class shop in Stirling. 

 

Q. Whereabouts was it? 

A. At one time it was in Port Street where Green’s Hairdressers came, but when the old man died the 
family wanted their money and they had to sell the building. So young Jim had to find somewhere else 
and we got a place at the end of Port Street and oh, it was much smaller because we'd had a huge 
place. We had the front and the back shop and a big place down below and they used to keep live hens 
and that down for the, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you have to do that? 

A. Oh, I had nothing to do with that. Mind you when they were short handed I would go out and help with 
the mince and sausages and everything. You put your hand to it, you thought nothing of it, there was 
none of this, "Oh I can't do that, it's not my job!" Not that the boss asked me, but I did it. Well can I tell 
you a funny story? 

 

Q. Yes. 

A. Well Mr. Morton of Graham and Morton’s had been given a goose for Christmas and they didn't need a 
goose, and it was alive and he asked the boss would he keep it downstairs in this place. So big goosey 
went down there and we had a big wire thing for to keep the things in and we had a door and there was 
a door at the foot of the stair and a door at the top of the stair. So one day, there was a lot of people in 
the shop when all of a sudden there was the most awful commotion in the back shop and through came 
one of the apprentices and he flew out of the front door followed by the goose! He had left the door 
open on the goose and of course all the people in the town saw this laddie shouting his head off, 
followed by the goose (laughs) and the men in the shop, of course they all went after the goose and 
what a job they had catching it. In fact I think it was the policeman at the foot of King Street that caught 
that goose (laughs). And we had a pony and trap and they went out with the orders, in the morning, 
Bob, one of the men. Then he brought back so many orders and the boys delivered the second round. 
Tommy was the pony's name and of course he was a great favourite, everybody loved him. And there 
was a Miss Martin worked in the Post Office and she stayed up Bellfield Road, Manse Crescent, and 
one day, she used to give Tommy a piece, and she wasnae there this day and he ate her fence. And if 
he saw somebody; he'd be standing at the doorway, of course there wasn't half the traffic then and 
Tommy'd be standing at the door waiting on Bob coming, and if he saw somebody with a white paper 
bag he followed them along the street. The police often had to bring Tommy back. 
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Q. That's wonderful. So what were your hours like? 

A. Well we started at seven, one week, you had a breakfast hour at the back of nine to ten and you had a 
lunch, a dinnertime from two o'clock to three and you finished at six. Then the other week you started at 
nine, you went for your lunch at one to two, you finished at six. On a Saturday you had a tea-hour and 
you went on 'til eight o'clock. You had one half day a week, on a Wednesday, and if you had a Public 
Holiday on the Monday you lost your Wednesday half day. For a long time that went on. 

 

Q. And what were your wages like? 

A. To begin with I had seven and sixpence and when I became boss I got ten bob. I think I did actually get 
twelve shillings at one time but never any more. 

 

Q. And did you get paid for a Public Holiday? 

A. Oh yes, that was your holiday. 

 

Q. And if you were off sick did you get sick pay? 

A. No, he was quite generous with the holidays. I got a fortnight’s holiday. He was quite good that way. 

 

Q. Paid fortnight’s holiday? 

A. Yes, and my sister and I went to Fort Augustus, we had an aunt that was postmistress there. We went 
to Fort Augustus and it took forty minutes for the boat from Inverness to Fort William to go through the 
locks and it was the same coming back. And many a happy holiday we had up to the Monastery in Fort 
Augustus, a beautiful place, and of course my aunt, well she was not a full aunt, but she was the 
postmistress and she was very well respected, very prim. Oh I had to be on my best behaviour there. I 
was a bit of a, <..pause..> not malicious, I was a mischief you know, but oh no, Aunt Bella, you had to be 
very so-so! 

 

Q. So you started working when you were fifteen and that was the only job you said, yes? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So when did you leave that? 

A. I left to get married. 

 

Q. What age were you then? 

A. I was twenty-eight when we got married. We couldnae get a house, but eventually when my husband's 
father died in February the house was too big for Mrs. ****** to stay in alone when Jim left the house. So 
we split, she took the top half and we had the bottom half because there was this huge garden which 
Jim had put an awful lot of work into it and of course it was really a show place. It was a gorgeous place 
and I was the labourer. I couldn't plant anything, but Jimmy went away, he was away three and a half 
year in the Air Force, I planted the garden. They grew! 

 

Q. When you were working, what did you do in your free time? What was the things that young women 
used to do? 

A. Well, on a Monday I went, I was a V.A.D. on a Monday. To begin with on a Tuesday I went to the Girls 
Association in the church. I went out with my chum on the Wednesday and of course eventually came 
with Jimmy and I. On a Thursday I went up at six o'clock straight from the office to teach these 
youngsters and then we had a teachers meeting and we discussed the lessons for the Sunday and then 
anything pertaining to the Sunday School and the work of the Sunday School. Well on a Friday I went 
straight up from the office and helped with the Life Boys and then Saturday and Sunday, well my chum, 
and then you went out courting. 

 

Q. My goodness, out all the time? 

A. Yes, but you had to work in between and that was my interests. Of course I was very interested in the 
V.A.D. because you not only learned First Aid, you learned sick nursing and then I did my six months 
Child Welfare and when I had all the nursing to do, with my husband and his mother and that, what a 
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help it was! I wasn't a greenhorn by any manner of means. I mean, I could do so many things and the 
First Aid was a great help. It was something I've carried with me all my life and if I had my way I would 
encourage a lot more youngsters to take up First Aid or sick nursing for it's,<..pause..> Well you never 
know what you've got to do and I had seven weeks with my husband I had to nurse night and day and 
his mother and my own mother, so, and even when Morag was wee I could do such a lot of things 
without help. Of course you never sent for a doctor unless you were absolutely stuck. 

 

Q. Did you still go to the pictures or was there dance halls or anything? 

A. Oh yes, there used to be dance things up in the Golden Lion but we didnae go much to that. Most of the 
things we went to were churchy things and played tennis Wednesday afternoon on the public courts. Oh 
they were packed, you had to wait for ages to get a court at that time in the King’s Park and they weren't 
long opened you see and there were private courts up at Livilands and down the Riverside, but when 
they opened the public courts, what a difference it made to the young folk and we all went out there and 
there was tournaments and that in the afternoon and you really enjoyed it, you thoroughly enjoyed it, it 
was great. 

 

Q. You were living at home all the time you were working? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. Did your parents expect to meet all your friends and did they state a time that you would have to be in at 
night or something like that? 

A. Oh my mother was very strict, far worse than my father and you had to be in at ten o'clock or half past 
ten as the case may be unless you were at a party or anything like that. Five minutes late! Oh no, 
<..pause..> my mother was very strict. 

 

Q. So how did you meet your husband then? 

A. Well my chum and I knew this boy, and Jimmy was out with this fella one night and we met them at the 
Post Office and of course we were introduced to Jimmy and that was the start of it. We didn't start going 
straight away, but occasionally went out along the street and that, and then we started going together. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do then? Just walk, go for walks? 

A. Well, the Alhambra was the place up in the Arcade and it was a variety place and they used to put on 
the loveliest shows, plays and everything - Harry Lauder, Harry Gordon and these, <..pause..> Wull Fife, 
they all came up there. And a chap that worked with Jimmy in Graham and Morton’s did the lighting and 
everything and he got quite a few tickets free, so we got them. Oh they were really great shows and 
they were packed every time. And then of course there was the picture house down in Orchard Place. 
Of course there was the old Electric, and there was The Kinema, it was the Bug House it was called, 
you came away with more than you went with. And then they opened The Regal down Seaforth Place 
and then the Allanpark, and of course they closed the other one. I mean we had plenty places to go to 
and it wasn't dear, that was the thing. 

 

Q. Did you get engaged to your husband then? Did you get engaged before you got married? 

A. Yes, we were engaged for about two year before. <..pause..> The trouble was getting a house. 

 

Q. So what year did you get married? 

A. 1936. And my daughter was born in 1938. 

 

Q. So when you got the house then, your mother-in-law's house, was all the furniture and everything in it? 

A. Oh no, we got so much of our own furniture. We bought it. 

 

Q. Had you got that before you got married or did you have to save up and get them? 

A. Oh no, we had to get our place furnished, and she had to take her stuff upstairs. But she was a 
stubborn old lady and she wouldnae do that so there was two lots of furniture. However, and then she 
collapsed on our wedding day and we didn't get away, and then her sister took her. I had her two days 
after we came back our honeymoon - eventually we got away, but her sister took her down the road. 
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She says, "Mary's not starting married life looking after Alice" and we needed to get all her furniture 
shifted upstairs. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon then? 

A. Yes, we went to Scarborough. 

 

Q. For how long was that for? 

A. Ten days. And then it was every second year we had a holiday. The next year we went to Southport 
with some friends. We went down for the Southport Flower Show, it was the most marvellous thing 
seeing all the gorgeous flowers. 

 

Q. So what about your wedding, can you describe your wedding? Where did you marry? 

A. Well we had a very quiet wedding. I was determined to get married in church and we were married, 
<..pause..> we would be I think the last couple to get married in the old East Kirk, and the minister was 
Mr. Sutherland, and he was on holiday and I said I would get Jimmy's minister. But no, he came all the 
road from the north of Scotland to marry me 'cause I had done so much for the church and the Sunday 
School. And then we just had a tea at home. It was very quiet but I had a nice cake and my sister was 
my bridesmaid and I had a blue dress and she had a kind of beige dress, but the one thing was our 
bouquets. I was always determined I would like to be married in church, I would like to have a cake, and 
a bouquet, and of course a man was essential, and we grew the sweet peas - Jimmy grew the sweet 
peas, oh and they had four heads and that and old Mr. Burns who was the gardener at the then 
Beechwood, which was a private house, old Mr. Burns came up and made our bouquets and they were 
shower bouquets. And I remember I was getting on the bus with these bouquets and the huge bunches 
of sweet peas and everybody looked, but they were beautiful and they were made by Mr. Burns and 
they were shower bouquets. 

 

Q. Who made your cake? 

A. The Co-Operative. 

 

Q. Did they? 

A. Yes, it was a lovely cake. The Co-Operative, they made it. 

 

Q. So what was your husband's job when you got married then? 

A. He was a salesman in Graham and Morton’s, and did the windows and everything. 

 

Q. Had he been that from when he left school? 

A. He left school when he was fourteen, coming up for fifteen, and he started as an apprentice with 
Graham and Morton’s and he got fourteen pound a year. That was his wage for an apprentice and then 
I think when we started we were paid monthly. Well some months, February for instance, was lovely it 
was four weeks, but May was four and a half you see but you were paid monthly, you weren't paid every 
fourth week and I think it was fourteen pound a month I got, that was our wage. 

 

Q. Regardless of how long the month was? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. So you were actually a few weeks short at the end of the year? 

A. Yes, and of course Jim had to be well dressed. <..pause..> He had to get a new suit every second year 
because you went down on your knees to do window dressing and that and, <..pause..> Graham and 
Morton never increased their wages, but at Christmas according to the sales and that they got a bonus 
which sometimes was maybe fifty pound or that. Well we endeavoured where possible to put that in the 
bank. You had to live on your wage you see and you lived on your wage but we tried to bank that to 
give us something for the future and then Jim became, <..pause..> one of the men left, after of course he 
went back to Graham and Morton’s after being away three and a half years and eventually he was in 
charge of the grates - he'd been in charge of all sorts of things, linoleum and everything and he became 
in charge of the grates and that and he got an increase then. <..pause..> It was the only one time that I 
ever paid income tax, and then of course his illness, <..pause..> and he died when he was forty-seven. 



 617 

 

Q. He was called up was he for the Air Force? 

A. He should never have been in the Air Force because Jimmy had thrombosis, he was lame, and it was 
two old doctors that examined him for the military and they said, "How did it affect him?" They had no 
idea and one of them said, "I think it hinders him walking." Oh there was always; <..pause..> and Dr. 
Cuthbert had given him a line and everything and everybody was absolutely shocked that Jimmy of all 
people had been sent. And his first leave in December, overseas leave! And they were at Blackpool and 
the thing was, there'd be so many technicians and one thing and another and he was in charge of the 
goods and all that, he wasnae a pilot, and the officer would come out, the sergeant; "Oh, we need 
maybe four pilots and such and such <..pause..> you and you," and then if you weren't chosen you went 
away back. However Jimmy had a medical and the doctor said to him, "I don't know how you ever got 
that, it was embellished a bit, into the Air Force let alone going overseas." He says, "If you went 
overseas you'd be dead the first day," but it was coming on for D-Day and they needed them all, 
otherwise he would've got Jimmy out then. So he was in his three and a half years. 

 

Q. So when did he join in the first place? Was that '39, 1939? 

A. No, '42. Mm-hmm '42, August '42. He went away the one Wednesday and then my father went into 
hospital the following Wednesday and my father died in November. But when he went into the Army I 
got one pound four and sixpence and ten shillings for Morag, but according to the <..pause..> military, no 
soldier's wife should be living under a much lower standard than they had before and you could apply 
for a grant, which I did and, well I didnae get it to begin with 'cause they lost the papers. However I 
eventually got a pound. Now that made an awful difference, but Jimmy got promotion and they took ten 
shillings off me, so he never bothered about promotion and the C.O. said to him, "Look ******, why are 
you not trying for it?" He says, "Well I'm not wanting promotion to be over men that are earning more 
than me," and he says, "there's no incentive." But he wouldnae believe it and wouldnae believe when 
Jimmy told him. So however, Jimmy got promotion and got something extra but they never took any 
more, but all during the war I never had any more than two pound four and sixpence. I couldn't go out to 
work, I had Morag and I had nobody to keep her, and I had this huge garden to look after and a five 
roomed house, so, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So when your husband came back did he get taken back into Graham and Morton? 

A. Oh yes, that was the thing, to go back into Graham and Morton’s. 

 

Q. And did he take ill after that? 

A. Well when he came out of the Army he found he had something in his mouth and he went to the 
Infirmary and they took a swab, but they said there was nothing really wrong and he wasn't happy. We 
went to see a specialist in Glasgow, which we paid for ourselves, and he said that when Jimmy was in 
London latterly, after they closed down the big place that they were in, <..pause..> the war of course had 
more or less finished and they were living in the White City and they got about one and six a day to live 
on, and there was quite a lot of coloured fellows and they were just treated like nothing on earth and of 
course he was getting no fats. They were living on sausage rolls and that sort of thing and the specialist 
said it was under-nourishment that had caused this, and he said that if it bothered him they would take it 
out with electrolysis. But it didn't bother him and for seven years it lay dormant, and then it got bad and 
he went down to the infirmary and he saw Dr. Charteris or Mr. Charteris, and from that day things 
changed. His faith in that man, it was just that man inspired faith and hope in Jimmy. I wrote to him after 
Jimmy died and told him that. And he was sent up to the Western and they cut inside and packed it with 
radium seeds from Harwell. You'd never have known they'd been inside his mouth, let alone anything 
else, and he was sent home with these in. Of course he wasn't allowed to shave nor anything and they 
did what was necessary, but unfortunately it had travelled down and it came in his neck. And he went 
back into the Western and he had a radium collar on and he was sent home after the collar came off. It 
was first in February and then June, and in October we were up at Kippen seeing Uncle Charlie and 
went over to Uncle Selby, to the big vine in Kippen, and Uncle Charlie and Jimmy and Selby had been 
sitting in the potting shed and at two o'clock in the morning Jimmy took this awful pain and of course we 
thought it was pleurisy that he'd caught from sitting in the damp potting shed, and he was off his work 
for a fortnight. Oh you'd need to tie him to the bed, Jimmy wouldnae come off his work and he worked, 
and then he developed a cough and he went to his work the week before the end of the year with 
Kaoline poultices on him and I went to the doctor on Hogmanay to get a bottle for this cough, Jimmy 
wouldnae let me call the doctor, and the doctor said, "Come out on New Years Day." I says, "No doctor 
that's your holiday." So he came on the second of January and he got him into the infirmary and his 
mouth started to close again and they took him down to Falkirk, and they had an awful job getting the 
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tube down and I phoned up to see if he was still at Falkirk or whether he was back, and it was Mr. 
Parker, and he said, "Mrs. ******, I'm very sorry, I've got bad news for you, there's no hope for your 
husband." So they kept him another week but I had to keep him home as they hadn't a place for him 
and luckily we had a downstairs bedroom and he came home and he was seven weeks at home. And 
the nurse came in every morning and the doctor was very good, but when the pain got bad he had to 
get codeine tablets and he sweated, and I had eight sheets a day, they were wet you see and they had 
to be washed through in the month of February, no washing machines, nothing in these days. Of course 
I was a lot younger and I never, <..pause..> 

 

Q. You washed them by hand then, every day? 

A. Yes, uh-huh, you washed them by hand and put them through the wringer and put them out. And then, 
actually the doctor gave him a bottle instead of the tablets because he said it was getting too much for 
me, and he'd made it, <..pause..> the heroin in it was a wee bit stronger and Jimmy wasnae quite 
<..pause..> Oh he was quite alert in a way but he did wander at times and the week-end before he died 
he'd emptied a bottle of Ribena and a bottle of Lucozade all over the bed and he wouldnae let me get it. 
I eventually got it changed and the doctor said, "I'll take him back into hospital," he says, "I'll see how he 
is on Wednesday." That was Monday, and on the Wednesday there was a definite change and he died 
on the Friday. It was an anti-climax, I was glad in a way because if Jimmy had been an invalid, he could 
never have done his garden and that would have been a terrible thing, and he could never have worked 
and <..pause..> it would just have been a living death for him. 

 

Q. He wasn't suffering any more then? 

A. Well he didn't suffer so much with the heroin but he did suffer. But he didn't have the awful sweatings 
and everything, but when the nurse would come in the morning, the waterproof sheet, the water was 
floating in it. Oh he was away to nothing. It had been in the mouth and then it went to the neck, into his 
lungs, his right hand and his left leg. He had what was called a cancer worm and of course the nurses 
were very good, but you didn't get all the help they get. <..pause..> They don't know how well off they are 
now. Thank goodness there's so much done for people, but in these days you had to struggle on you 
see. But you were given the strength to do it, you never thought anything of it and of course Morag, she 
was at the school of course, the High School and she was quite a help one way and another but how 
that kid ever got through her exams I'll never know. 

 

Q. So you just had the one girl? 

A. One girl, and she always wanted to be a teacher, and when her daddy died she said, "I don't suppose I 
can stay on at school?" I says, "Well look Morag, if you pull your weight, I'll do my best." I mean we 
weren't wealthy, and I said, "You can stay on, but," I says, "the minute you slack you come away, you 
understand that?" She said, "Yes." Well she went to the High School, she went to Murray College in 
Edinburgh on a shoestring, she'd two shillings a week pocket money and of course they couldnae afford 
to go out! But she stayed with a relative of mine who charged her what she'd charge anybody else. Her 
chum went the following year to Edinburgh University and she joined Morag, but Betty still charged 
Morag the full thing and she went through and got her diploma and that and she taught for seven years 
before she got married, and she did teach for times after. <..pause..> She helped out relieving but then of 
course she took this, <..pause..> she's got spinal trouble and she can't do anything. Some days she can't 
move. And then her husband, he had a taxi business and he took heart trouble and you couldn't sell a 
taxi business, he just had to give it up and they lost everything. They have three children, Elizabeth, at 
the college in Aberdeen, she wants to teach handicapped children. Morag was very good with the 
handicapped. The other boy's at Dundee College. Of course they get a full grant you see because of 
their parents. And they've to watch their pennies, it's doing them no harm! And Martin's at the college in 
Dundee and it's <..pause..> computers and all these sort of things, and the youngest boy was very lucky, 
he became an apprentice with the town last year, a motor mechanic. He's very good with his hands, he 
always wanted to work with his hands, so they've been very lucky. They don't have a lot of this, worldly 
goods for they're on invalidity pension and you don't get an awful lot there but I had to do without, and 
Morag had to do without, the children more or less have to do without. It hasn't done them any harm. 

 

Q. So when you had Morag was that at home? 

A. No, my mother-in-law was a very proud lady, and when Morag was expected she said to me, (and I was 
going to the hospital), "Oh no, no, you've got to go to Moraig Nursing Home." And I nursed my mother-
in-law for seven months before Morag came, up the stair, that was when I developed this bad leg and 
then her sister took her down beside her again. And oh no, and of course I realise now I allowed my 
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mother-in-law to dominate me, 'cause I had to pay for the nursing home, but I was only eight days in 
and it was very pleasant, very nice, but I just would've been as happy in the infirmary. 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. Oh yes, you see I had taken my child welfare training in the V.A.D. I did myself, and when Jimmy came 
in <..pause..> my husband was away fishing with a friend on the Wednesday. I wasnae feeling awful 
grand and there were no phones in the village and a neighbour went in, her husband and her got the 
doctor and he came out and he says, "Well I don't know if the baby'll be tonight, but tomorrow." But he 
took me into the nursing home and my husband came home, I wasn't there and Morag was born the 
next day and <..pause..> Dr. Cuthbert was my doctor. And, he was very good to me, and he gave me two 
little tablets and oh, of course I took bile that morning but I managed to keep the tablets down. Well I 
knew what to do, but I didn't have the awful pain, and the other ones said, "What did the doctor give 
you?" But his wife, well they had three girls and the last baby was a boy and it was either save the boy 
or save his wife - wanted to save his wife you see and they lost the boy but he gave me those little 
tablets. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you know what they were? 

A. Now I've no idea and all the other ladies were very envious of me and I came home after a week and 
you just started all on your own and got on with it. 

 

Q. Did you have a district nurse come in? 

A. Not a soul, not a mid-wife nor anybody, I just got on with it. 

 

Q. So what about birth control in those days, did you know anything about birth control? 

A. Well we knew about it but of course Jimmy was away three and a half years and if we'd got another 
baby good and well, but it didn't happen you see, but well you knew there was the rubber goods and 
there was the rhythm method and that but <..pause..> you just learned as you went along. 

 

Q. Could you get advice anywhere? Or how did you learn of it? 

A. Just picked it up here and there you know, there was no place you would go for advice. Your doctor I 
suppose but we never asked the doctor, we didn't bother. 

 

Q. So did you feed your baby yourself? 

A. Oh yes, uh-huh, I believe in breast feeding, it gives the child a great start. 

 

Q. Now when you first got married then who did the housekeeping? Was that all left up to you? 

A. Yes. My husband handed over his pay packet every month and he got so much back for pocket money, 
and I got his cigarettes along with my groceries and the money was mine, if I couldn't keep within it that 
was my fault. That was the whole thing as I say, you had to keep within your housekeeping. Of course I 
had had a good training, my mother trained us well and we were brought up, and she said, "Now you're 
going away from the house," and she says, "Remember you've your own home and you'll always be 
welcome back here. But unless anything terrible happens you stay with your husband." See, the attitude 
was different then and like every other couple we never really fell out, but you had your arguments. You 
wouldn't be human to say you never argued. "Well they must be something wonderful!" (laughs) But you 
never thought of leaving your husband, I never had any reason to of course 'cause Jimmy didn't drink, 
he smoked and he was a manager in the church. He wouldn't become an elder, although he was asked, 
and he sang in the choir. The church was our focus you see and again I was in the Women's Guild and I 
eventually became <..pause..> I was everything, Secretary, Treasurer, even President latterly but that 
took up after Jim died, the Women's Guild was my salvation, I became Secretary when the Secretary 
left to have a baby, and that took up my time and of course the house and the garden and Morag. 

 

Q. Well that's lovely, thank you very much. 
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Q. Where were you born? 

A. I was born in Newton Grange, just outside Edinburgh. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. Oh well, we hadnae lived very long there because at that time my father was in the farms and in these 
days he used to move about from farm to farm so I couldnae just tell you how long there 'cause my 
brother's, two years younger than me and he was born in Fife and we were in the farms at that time but 
he must have left the farms and went to the mines because he came to Stirling after that. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. I had six brothers and three sisters. There was ten of us all together. 

 

Q. And who was the eldest working down the way? 

A. Well, the eldest was Tommy, he was killed in the First World War when he was just seventeen years of 
age and three months. He was killed in May, 1915. That was the eldest in the family. There was three 
died in infancy. Two before I was born and one that I actually nursed because my mother was ill at the 
time, and it was me that was even with him when he died in the Infirmary because my mother was just 
waiting on in the house. However, my mother did get better but the baby died. He was just eight 
months. So that I was used to children when I was quite young. Well, I was just leaving school at that 
time. 

 

Q. How old were your parents when you were born? 

A. Well, I couldnae just tell you how old when I was born because before me there was Tommy, and 
Davie, and Harry, and Isa, and Nettie. There was five before me. My mother was married at first when 
she was seventeen because her father was accidentally killed goin' over a fence with his gun shootin' 
when he was twenty-nine and her mother died when she was forty-one. There was a second marriage 
in between that but you know how sometimes second marriages splits the family, so she married to give 
a home to her younger sister, my auntie Minnie. So that was how she married so young then. 

 

Q. Can you remember what your father's job was? 

A. Well, my father was in the mines, the Manor Powis pits. That's where he was when we came to Stirling. 
When we came to Stirling it must have been 1911. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs or was that his main occupation? 

A. Well, he was that until he had to retire but in 1912 when the insurance was brought up for the miners he 
was the Secretary of the Manor Powis branch of the Miner’s Insurance from 1912 ‘til 1945 when it 
became the National Health and during the war he was away for four years to the war and they wrote to 
my mother from Glasgow. At that time men were scarce because they were all taken into the First 
World War. They asked my mother if she would keep it on while my father was away. My brother was 
taken to France but my father was sent to Salonika. What we called Salonika then and my mother kept 
it that four years with the help of our local M.P. then was Mr. Hugh Murnan. But she kept it for these 
years. So he was until 1945 the Secretary of the Manor Powis branch of the Insurance. He collected 
their sick lines, sent them to Glasgow. Then the money was sent to him and he had to pay it out. 

 

Q. What about your mother did she work before she got married? 

A. Oh, my mother had been in the farms as well at that time. Well, she was seventeen and they all had to 
work at that time because she used to tell us about them coming to the Corn Exchange at Stirling and 
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that was one of the places where they came and got their new jobs when they shifted from one farm to 
the other at that time. 

 

Q. After she got married did she work then? 

A. No, no she was too busy like myself I think, helping anybody that needed help because my mother 
never went far away, never was out at nighttime. But a neighbour maybe having a baby, somebody 
dying, dead, she would be helping to dress them. Anything like that I can always remember. She never 
was out once. During the First World War she went out to the Olympia. It was a Music Hall that was at 
Stirling at that time and here my brother, younger than me had been climbing one of the bill posts and 
fell and they had to send for her and I never mind of my mother being out again at night until we were all 
grown up. 

 

Q. How did you get on with your parents? 

A. Oh fine, oh aye, we were a happy family. I will admit we were a happy family. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Well, mostly just Communion but they sent us to church every Sunday morning and every Sunday night 
but there was so many of us at that time when we were young. They occasionally went but always at 
Communion. 

 

Q. What church was that? 

A. Well, it was the Mary Kirk. The Church of Scotland which has now been taken down. Have you come 
over St. Mary's Wynd. Well, as you are coming over it you'll see there is a wee sort of garden patch and 
a wee bit kind of holly on the left hand side coming down. Well, that was where the Mary Kirk stood. 

 

Q. Did your parents take an interest in politics at all? 

A. Oh, my father. Oh, my father he stood for the Council, Labour of course. He stood for the Council, he 
didnae get in because it was the King’s Park Ward y'know. He got quite a good bit, but that was all just 
the one year. But he was a great man for politics. Oh, aye. 

 

Q. What about your mother? 

A. My mother never travelled much, she never bothered much. She was too busy knitting or sewing or 
something for somebody. 

 

Q. Did your father carry out any activities or that for the party? 

A. Well, he went to the meetings and especially at the time he was standing for the Council. But he was 
also a member of the, a Freemason, the Masonic Lodge and also the Eastern Star which he held a post 
in the Eastern Star. My mother, eventually she joined it when we were getting up a bit. Of course I was 
in the Star too. I'm a life member of the Eastern Star. 

 

Q. What did your parents do in their spare time? 

A. Well, actually to tell the truth my mother never seemed to have very much spare time. I can never mind 
of my mother having time like to go for a walk nor anything. 

 

Q. No hobbies, no Women's Guild meetings or anything like that? 

A. Yes, we did with the church but also they used to have the Infirmary week in Stirling years ago and 
during the year she used to knit shawls or make tablet and sell it for the Stirling Infirmary. My elder 
sister was a printer in the Observer for twenty years and of course the year when they did the Carnival 
they used to dress up and go collecting in the streets and I've got a photograph of my daughter and she 
was only about three [in 1935] and they dressed her up as a nurse and Jane Bruce [from the Stirling 
Observer] took her in her car round the streets collecting. That was what she done nearly all these 
years. She used to run a wee whist drive in the house and put quite a lot in. At that time the Infirmary 
needed money. 

 

Q. Were your parents interested in sport? 
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A. No, my father never seemed to have time. Oh, bowling. He did go to Spittal Myre Bowling Green. My 
eldest brother Davie and he were both members of Spittal Myre Bowling Green which is just across 
where we lived in Bayne Street, it is actually in Bruce Street but they went to the bowling quite a lot. 

 

Q. Now the house in Edinburgh where you were born do you have any memories of that? 

A. I cannae remember. My aunt that we lived with then once took me down to Newton Grange and she 
said, "That was up there." But otherwise we never ever. 

 

Q. You couldn't remember anything about it? 

A. No, I couldn't remember. My recollection is just coming to 12 Bayne Street. 

 

Q. What age were you then? 

A. Well, I was just starting school. 'Cause I was in the first class at the Territorial School. 

 

Q. Who was all in Bayne Street then? Just your brothers and sisters and yourself? 

A. There was my mother and father but my eldest brother in Bayne Street because I can remember the 
night he came home. He was in the Territorials, a fine big lookin' chap he was, my mother had a 
photograph. He was a boxer, he used to go in for boxing matches and he did win a gold medal but the 
night he had to go away. I can still see him coming in. Our house in Bayne Street was something like 
this and I can still see him the now coming in the door and my aunt that lived in Edinburgh was here 
staying with us and she was down scrubbin' the floor when he came and y'know he had his full kilt on 
and the apron on it and his pack was on his back and I could see him putting his kilt like this and 
swinging his leg round the side so's he wouldnae dirty the floor. I can still see, funny enough Tommy 
standing like that because he was a nice chap and thing about was he left his gold medal with my 
mother when he went to the army. My other brother he was only sixteen and he went and joined up and 
was sent to France but my mother got him brought back. Well, she gave him his gold medal. Davie 
never went in for boxing but she gave Davie the gold medal and he was on holiday once and he met 
some chap. He didnae drink much my brother, maybe just a wee drop 'cause he wasnae a drinker, my 
brother Davie and he was standin' and this man looked at the gold medal and he says, "I'm the chap 
that your brother beat for that gold medal." Wasn't that funny, uh-huh. It was really nice to meet folk like 
that.  

Q. The house in Bayne Street did your mother have anybody to help her? 

A. No, she didn't. I think they were all great workers in these days. Right enough when we got on, we had 
to, We lived in the bottom flat and we were very lucky to have our own toilet although it was just at the 
door, you had to come out. We were very fortunate that we had our own toilet. There's a shop there now 
but it used to be a confectionery. Oliphant the sweetie folk. Well, they had the wee shop so they got the 
use of the toilet during the day but we were the only one up Bayne Street that had a toilet to ourself. We 
were really awfy fortunate. 

 

Q. That was tenements? 

A. Yes, there was fifteen houses in it. There was three in the bottom flat, there was us and there, there 
was the back door o' the shop, there was two along the hall. But up the stair there was four on each 
landing. 

 

Q. Was that the only toilet in the building? 

A. No, no they had their own toilets, one between two up the stair but we were in the bottom, just very 
lucky, we had it in just at the door. We used to think we were posh because we had a toilet. 

 

Q. Did your mum do all the washing? 

A. Oh aye, everything. Monday morning we used to have to go round at nights to fill the boiler. You really 
needed a penny for the bus to go round it was so far away, right round the back. At nine o'clock on a 
Sunday, when we got a wee bit older, you stripped yourself. You went away round and filled the boiler, 
kindled the fire, waited ‘til it got a good grip, steeped the white clothes in the tub there; there was some 
set-in big tubs, some wooden tubs. And then after that, my mother always kept her tattie peelings and 
you used to mix it with the dross and backed up the fire. You were round there at half past five in the 
morning washing and there wasnae any glass in the windows, it was just bars o' wood. So y'know what 
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it is on a winter’s morning. because my mother, [as I told you when that baby died] my mother was very 
ill and we had to get up and do that then and, and see these pit clothes. 

 

Q. What age were you then Mrs. MacKenzie? 

A. Well, I was fifteen. I had to do it and we had a big close and my sister older than me did the front and I 
did the back and it was down on your hands and knees scrubbin'. There was no mops in these days. 
But the laugh was with these pit clothes. It was navy blue flannel shirts they wore and I used to say, 
"Oh, he'll no' see the dirt," and we used to just try and give them just a wee wash. But when they were 
put out to dry my mother saw them and we had to take them down again. She was awfy particular. 
'Cause my mother's washing was always as white as snow and we had to see they were boiled good. A 
good boil and there was as many rinsing waters and in the winter time mind you, your hands. Nae 
wonder my hands are no' very great now. 

 

Q. So how often did you get new clothes? 

A. Oh, my mother was a great Co-Operative woman and we used to get our things made in the Co-
Operative and then they were handed right down. 

 

Q. Did you have to get the clothes made? 

A. No, we didnae buy so much then but my mother was a great yin. She liked the clothes. I don't know why 
it was the clothes were made and she got good stuff, I'll say that. Then of course it could get handed 
down. She once got a lovely coat made in the gents’ department for herself, and she wore it and then it 
was made down for me and eventually I wore it to my work and it must have been years and years and 
years old but that's how they did it then and it was the same with your skirts. They were all handmade 
and my mother knitted all our jumpers. We never had a bought jumper. 

 

Q. So she was a knitter then? 

A. Oh aye, she knitted an awfy lot, she did and sewed as well. She used to say when they were all young 
she made the boys’ trousers. She said they had to do it because they didnae have the money then and 
things werenae what we have now. They would be in heaven I think if they were living now compared to 
then. She used to tell us that everything was made down for somebody and she used to make her own 
aprons, pillow cases and of course at that time the pillow cases had all tapes on them to tie instead. 
Well, when it was washing you had to sit with these tapes and open them out and you thingmied them 
in like this so they'd be easy ironed. And her aprons had these great big long strings because my 
mother was pretty, no' awfy stout but she was a wee bit. She had these big long strings on the aprons 
and they had to do like that and you had to take them, straighten them out with your finger and press 
them like that so's that when you ironed them it was easier ironed and didnae take so long. 

 

Q. Did your father help your mother with any of the jobs in the house? 

A. He wasnae bad. He used to break the sticks. In the younger years I don't think he did so much but in his 
older life he was a great man. He'd peel the potatoes and he wid go for the messages and wash the 
dishes. In his latter years like when he wasnae working, even when he was working. But y'know, he was 
in the Safety latterly and he used to go away about one o'clock to his work on a Saturday and he would 
walk to Manor Powis and he'd work right on ‘til six o'clock the next morning and walk back again. My 
sister used to go out about seven o'clock on the Saturday night with a fresh flask of tea for him and his 
piece and he used to come up and get it and then he worked on and walked the road the next morning 
home again. He was a great walker. We were all walkers. One Sunday morning we started off and we 
went from here right out to Torwood and then went up the back lane and come down along at Whins o' 
Milton and home because there wasnae buses in these days. 

 

Q. So it's a long walk? 

A. Uh-huh, and Mr. Imrie and Alice, we were friendly with this family and they were great walkers. We 
didnae walk so much now because, I think it's a mistake. If you keep walking, I think that's maybe what 
kept us goin' the now, because we all walked and thought nothing for us to go a wee walk right over 
Sherrifmuir, from here right over Sherrifmuir to Dunblane and walk back again and we thought nothing 
about it these days. Everybody walked in that time, y'know. 

 

Q. What was your father like with you and your brothers and sisters? Did he used to help? 
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A. I'll tell the same as I've told you. We were all at the church on a Sunday. You went to church on Sunday 
morning and you come home and you had your dinner 'cause there was always a big pot of what they 
call kail, [kale] we call it broth now, but it was kail in these days and you used to keep the peas out of 
your soup for to put into a bag and kid on they were sweeties. Well, anyway they went to a Sunday 
School. We have our Sunday School at our own church. They go to a Sunday School at the Mission 
Hall. It was across the road from us and then we went to church at night and when we come home, the 
boots were all taken, (everything of course was kept for a Sunday) they were all taken out and 
somebody would clean them and my father would put the polish on and somebody else would polish up 
with a brush and the other finished off with the velvet. Every Sunday night. On a Friday night it was 
bath-night and of course it was a great big zinc bath my mother had and mother would wash the hair 
and my dad wid dry them. He sometimes used to try and pleat it but he never managed. But that was 
how they done that, that way. I'm no' sayin' he was just a saint because there's no' very many saints. 
They could have their wee arguments sometimes but it was never anything, nothing that you would talk 
about, if you understand. I think everybody has a wee bit few words now and again. 

 

Q. You've already said that you used to help with the washing, was there any other work that you helped 
around the house with? 

A. Oh aye, we had to get up. As I told you my mother had a long illness and we had one of the old 
fashioned grates. No' the big ranges but the old fashioned grates and we had to get up of course and 
Nettie got up one morning at five o'clock to put my dad and my brother out and I had to do the next 
morning and a Friday morning we were both up and the fire was kindled to make his toast and that so 
we had to let the fire out and black lead all this grate. In fact, we had to rub it with an onion first so's the 
black lead wid stick and we had all that to do before I started my work at half past seven in the morning. 
Then it was a necessity. It was a Nurse Von Kraft, that was what they called the District Nurse, and she 
always came in and she thought it was great how we girls could work to help my mother because she 
was a long, long time in bed. In fact they didnae think my mother was goin' to get better because the 
night that she did take the turn, this old lady up the stair took the baby and it was November and they 
think that was where he got the chill when she took him up to her house because they sent for my father 
and my brother and Mrs. Reekie. [she was a maternity nurse up the next close] She sat with her for 
several nights and then they put her in a water bed and they took her into the room. They had to carry 
her through in a sheet. So we had a long time that we had to do it and it was months actually that we 
used to sit all night. A friend of hers, Lisa Haggart from Baker Street used to come down and take her 
turn every second night. However, she got better but never was able to do what she could do. 

 

Q. Can you remember the kind of meals that you used to have as a child? 

A. Oh yes, we got our porridge in the morning. We didnae get ham and eggs but we got our porridge and 
your toast and your dinner was always soup and potatoes and beef. Maybe no' always pudding, it 
depended, and then it was just a plain tea, maybe cheese and about half past seven my mother either 
made a great big dumpling or made a big apple dumpling, [it was in a big bowl] or put on a pan of 
potatoes with their jackets on or stove tatties. That's what we got at nighttime. 

 

Q. What about Sunday's was there anything different? 

A. Well, Sunday sometimes you had your dinner and then you had your tea but she never bothered with a 
great big pot of potatoes at nighttime on a Sunday. As I was telling you we always used to go to the kirk. 
The church now, but it was the kirk then. 

 

Q. Did your mother eat well? 

A. My mother was a very small eater. Oh, she saw that we had it. Mind it was plain fare. She was a great 
baker as well and she used to bake scones nearly every day and the neighbours would always clamour 
round about to get one or two. If there was any of the neighbours living yet they could tell you, and her 
dumplings were always a great treat. She always made them for our birthday and I'll tell you at New 
Year time, for Christmas and New Year coming in. At that time you used to buy your butter and your 
sugar in the Co-Operative and take it to the bake-house and they made your shortbread. If you wanted 
they made it. My mother used to buy a big leg o' mutton, no' the whole, a good big size and then that 
was taken down and they roasted it for you and also you bought your steak and they covered the steak 
pies at that time and they really were lovely, they really were and I used to get sent round often. She 
made her own cakes and they fired them because she didnae have a big oven. One day I was round 
and this man that was on the baker’s van, [the baker’s vans were great big high things] he said, "Come 
on, I'll give you a wee lift round" and you never seen anything like it jumping up on this big van and we 
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nearly made all the cakes o' shortbread fall. They fired it because we didnae have the oven always for 
to do it. Eventually in later years she had, but at that time it was just an open coal fire that we had. 

 

Q. Did you always celebrate your birthdays and Christmas time? 

A. Oh yes, aye. I mean we didnae have parties but my mother always made a dumpling and we got our 
wee present. At Christmas time, of course, it was the same and at New Year we were sent to the 
Electric. You maybe read a wee bit in the paper yesterday where it said the Electric Theatre was down 
in the Craigs. Well, it used to be a penny, a ha'penny actually to get in there and we were sent off to the 
Electric, the matinée, and when we come back the table was all nicely set. You know, a right New 
Year's thing and almonds and raisins on a plate because I used to love nuts and always that or she had 
somebody in. She used to go First Footin' round to my auntie's. We were in 12 Bayne Street and my 
auntie was 19 Bruce Street and it was just a case o' round the corner and she would go round there to 
First Foot her and in fact when I was at school I used to have to get up and I went along to the butcher 
for my mother and my auntie Margery and her two daughters that were married. I used to go to the 
butcher's before I went to school. This was at eight o'clock, quarter past eight and there used to be a big 
queue. It's a butcher's shop in Cowane Street, it still is a butcher. It was the Co-Operative that had all 
these shops at that time and it used to be a great big queue and I remember one morning it was awfy 
cold and a girl that was in, [she lived up the stair from us], she was in the front of the queue and it was 
that cold that she fainted and was I no' wishing I could faint because I was as cold. (laugh) Often we 
used to laugh about it and when we did get up to the counter it was a Mr. McLachlan and we had 
square baskets then you know, and a handle over them. Well, I wasnae that tall, I'm no' that tall yet but 
we couldnae get up to the counter so we used to get one elbow and one foot on the basket and jump 
quick to get the other end of the basket and put your elbows on the counter and if Mr. McLachlan was in 
a kind ’a funny mood, you see him hitting us across the face with the beef. Our own beef like, when he 
was putting it in. It was a great laugh we had. We didnae have much money but we had really great fun. 

 

Q. Did your parents do a lot of things with you, play games and things? 

A. Oh aye, we used to play Dominos or cards or things like that. Oh aye, we used to play, or Ludo 
whatever, we used to get in the house and then my father had a sister that lived at Charter’s Hall. That's 
up the Borestone. Well, of course there was cars, the tram cars here at that time but we used to have to 
walk because we didnae have the money and it was a treat goin' because they had a dry toilet at that 
time. It was just a wee tiny cottage and a dry toilet but oh, spotlessly clean because it was his own and 
it used to tickle us about this dry toilet. Goin' over the Borestone of course, we used to play in all around 
about the place and then have all the walk back from Charter’s Hall right back to 12 Bayne Street. But it 
was a treat goin' there, see, for the tram cars. In the summer time there used to be just a single one 
because the sun was shining and we used to sit down at the foot o' Wallace Street. There used to be 
railway lines there as well, there was a railway line across there, where the new houses are. It's all been 
altered. I wish I'd had a photograph to see. There used to be the Customs Bar there and a house and 
there was a lot o' houses down the side. There was fisherman's huts and that was down the side and 
there was houses in Bridge Lane. Well, we used to sit at the foot of Wallace Street and put nails on the 
lines and sit and wait on the tram cars passing to get it flattened and then when it was time for a train 
coming we used to stand on the gates to get a swing back and forward when the signal man used to 
come down and open the gates. So that was fun we used to have these days. But the tram cars was a 
scream when I think on it y'know, in the summertime with nothing on, sitting. No' that I was in it much, 
we never had the money to tell you the truth. 

 

Q. Did you read books? 

A. Oh aye, we always got the local paper and The Observer. I don't know how many years my mother got 
The Observer and I get it every Wednesday as well although it's no' the paper it used to be. In fact, I'm 
writing to them again now because I sent a school photograph. He was asking last year for old 
photographs and I sent my school photograph of 1915 and it was maybe too late to be included in what 
he was putting in but I've never got it back. I've wrote a letter already and asked him if I could have it 
returned and I've no' got it back yet. 

 

Q. What about the library? Were you a member? 

A. Oh, we were members of the library, aye. We were all members of the library. 

 

Q. Did you used to go out visiting a lot? Neighbours, friends, relations. 
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A. Well, we did really. My mother as I told you never went out much, round to my auntie Margery or if there 
was anybody ill, they came for my mother. 

 

Q. That was your auntie Margery in Bruce Street? 

A. Yes, and she'd always went to her and when Meg and Jenny were having their children of course, they 
came for my mother to help. That's what I remember, there was always somebody and although my 
mother had a mangle and she took mangling in and of course we had to run back and forward to the 
folk with the mangle for tuppence or thruppence it depended. 

 

Q. Was that for the washing? 

A. No, mangling. Y'know, a wee wringer, a usual wringer. Well, a mangle is a great big thing but it's big 
wooden rollers and there was a sheet in it and you folded the things nicely and then you'd turn this big 
handle two or three times, it saved ironing. Sheets and pillow cases and towels were all put through this 
mangle. 

 

Q. Did you do that as a favour? 

A. No, tuppence I'm telling you we used to charge. Tuppence and thruppence and we had to run the 
leather off our shoes for different folk that wanted it! She eventually stopped that because it began to 
get too much. Our house in Bayne Street had a great big long hall, narrow but it could have been 
served as a room and in this hall she had a big contraption, it held a lot o' coats and there was two bikes 
lay there and this mangle lay there and underneath it was a box for my father's and my brother's pit 
clothes in it and on the other side of the lobby here she had a great big chest, it was made out o' an old 
kirk door for keepin' her sheets and all that in. So y'know we still had plenty room for this carpet to lay 
down when they come in from the pit and my goodness with their wet clothes and that. If it had been the 
day what a difference it would have been. They would come home with wet clothes and we had to put 
them out and dry them. I was the middle yin and I seemed to get all the dirty work to do and my brother 
would say go and, they'd carbide lamps at that time, and I had to go out and clean this and then scrape 
all these boots and oh you had to do them right. Supposing they were down the pit it didnae matter. I've 
seen my father and my brother goin' away on a Monday morning and their clothes were like baker’s 
trousers. You'll know how my mother scrubbed them, they had to be almost white. They were white 
when they were bought, that's how they were sold of course but you had to scrub them. I remember one 
time he had burst a rubber washer he had in his lamp, my brother and he sent me up to White’s in 
Baker Street to get a replacement, so he gave me the old one with me. So y'know what you are when 
your young, I could make different things on the shadow o' the door, you've seen them. So I'm coming 
along King Street and I was makin' a crown, see, if you made a crown with a shadow it's a crown, here 
did I no' drop the washer and I couldnae find it. Oh, I didnae know, he was bad tempered sometimes 
our Davie and I couldnae get it. Oh, and he was goin' to murder me. However, just fortunately my dad 
had an old one and he gave him it. But these are the kind o' things that you had to do. Your big brother 
if he wanted a message you had to run and I remember when he was brought back from France he was 
sent up to Nigg and he was there. So when the war was over there was that song ‘Suvla Bay’, you'll 
maybe have heard of it and everyone in our family were good singers but me and I was the only yin that 
always wanted to sing. Well, anyway there was a music shop, Sowdan and Forgan had a music shop in 
Barnton Street. So I was sent along for this sheet ‘Suvla Bay’. So I sat in a close and wrote the names 
down before I went back in case he wouldnae let us see them. (laugh) The wee things you used to get 
up to you thought at that time it was terrible, now when you think on it what great fun it was. Many a 
time you used to sing ‘Suvla Bay’. I'm sure you must have heard of it dear. 

 

Q. Did you ever get any holidays? 

A. Well, to tell the truth we never went away. The Sunday School trips was the most we got for a long time. 
We used to go to Edinburgh right enough to my aunt. That was another laugh. We used to go during the 
war and she worked in the munitions in Edinburgh and her husband was in the army. She was in the 
bottom flat, Wardlow Place in Edinburgh, and of course she used to tell us we'd have to do some 
cleaning and we used to take the carpet and shake it out of the window (laugh) and a neighbour told on 
us. It was Nestlés condensed milk and we used to love dipping our fingers in and she would nearly 
murder us. These things y'know. What fun we used to have thinking about it, y'know and we thought 
what a long road to Edinburgh going in the train and it was often packed and you had to stand and oh, it 
was great and we thought we were going miles. 

 

Q. Did you stay there for a week? 
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A. We stayed for sometimes a week, sometimes a fortnight but I always remember that day we thought we 
could shake this bathroom carpet out the window and the woman up the stair she said, "I'll tell your 
auntie when she comes home what you were doing." She had a railing and a wee bit grass in front of 
her window. We thought we werenae hurting anybody. It made fun. Auntie Minnie was fond of us all. 
She had just the one boy you see and unfortunately he died at twenty-five. He wasnae long married 
when he died. 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. Oh well, my brother's wedding. He was the first one to get married. My mother and father were at the 
weddings, any friends weddings but my brother got married. In these days they didnae have big hall 
weddings, just in the house he was married. He married a Dunblane girl. 

 

Q. Were you a bridesmaid? 

A. No, my elder sister was. I was never a bridesmaid, I was only a bride. 

 

Q. What sort of memories do you have of it? 

A. Of my brother's wedding. Oh aye, he had the usual, plenty of food in the house and that and plenty of 
members of the family, my aunts and that all here and a right singsong because my father wasnae a 
bad singer and my brother was a good singer and my elder sister was a good singer. In fact my mother 
put her to train for a wee while. She was in the Operatic Club in Stirling for two or three years. Netty and 
Davie and Jimmy my youngest brother he was a good singer and I really was always the one that 
wanted to sing and was always singing and my mother used to say to me, “Oh hen, you've got the 
words and you've got the tune but you've no' got the air" and it used to make me feel downhearted but it 
never stopped me. I was in the Co-Operative choir and I was in the church choir and I even sung in the 
Infirmary on Christmas morning with others. I used to get stuck between a Mrs. MacIntosh, she was the 
minister's wife and Mrs. Rennie and they were both good singers and of course they thought I could 
sing too because I was among them. It was through a Doctor Angus that was in Stirling at this time, his 
wife and his sister organized this thing going in to the Infirmary on Christmas Day and singing round the 
wards and we used to go to Mrs. Wenham. That was Doctor Angus's sister. She was a missionary when 
the Burma Road was closed, she was out at that road and his mother, old Mrs. Angus, lived in Balmoral 
Place. So we used to go out there and rehearse a wee bit and she used to have wee bells and a wee 
thread on them and we used to put them on our middle finger and we used to sing, "Jingle bells, jingle 
bells," and we got great encores for it and I fairly enjoyed it. In the Co-Operative choir I was always 
awful needin' to have a principle part to be able to sing. One year it was a concert and this girl was 
singing, "When the Great Big World Keeps Turning," Fullerton her name was. A lovely singer and it was 
the only time I envied anybody all my life. Chrissie Hutcheson she's now a Mrs. Macpherson. Oh, she 
was better off than me. She was married to a solicitor. Her and I said a bit poetry on the stage that 
night, ‘Jeanies Secret’ and we got a great encore for it, so it helped. But oh, I really loved singing and I 
love to hear a good singer. That was one thing I've always envied is somebody that could get up 
anytime. Oh, I sing to my old folks and that when I've no' got this huskiness. But I really do love singing. 

 

Q. You were in the church choir? 

A. Oh, I was in the church choir, och aye. 

 

Q. Was religion quite important to you? 

A. Well it was, we liked to go to the church and I'll tell you when we would come out of the church at 
Christmas time we used to go down to the chapel as well. The Mary Kirk was up from that and we used 
to go in round the chapel and see the cradle with the doll. We used to enjoy that because our minister's 
Manse was just next to the chapel. That's where Mr. Skeoch's Manse was and they were great friends 
old Father MacManus and Mr. Skeoch. Supposing they were different religions. 

 

Q. Did you bring up your children to attend church? 

A. Oh aye, I carried my two to church when they couldnae get up the hill. When they closed the Mary Kirk 
we went up to the Erskine up St. John's Street. Y'know where they're pulling it down now, next to the 
military barracks and I went up there and I had to carry them up sometimes. They went to the church 
but my grandchildren never bothered so much. Margaret did. They opened up a Baptist Church up here. 
When they closed it we went to the Erskine. Well, it was a good long way up but I still went to the 
Erskine. Then they closed that and for a long time I never had my lines in any church. So when they 
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opened up the Baptist Church, they used the old Community Centre first as a Sunday School so that's 
where I put my granddaughters. When somebody in Kippen donated enough to build this wee church 
there I just went up there. But I put my lines in the Viewfield Church eventually. So I went to Viewfield 
Church a good bit but I don't know, sometimes you thought you were takin' somebody's seat. You used 
to have your own seat in the church, [your name was at the end of it] but they don't do that now. You 
can go to any seat. The first seat I went to when I went to Viewfield Church, here it was somebody's, it 
was filled up. The same the next. So here I noticed this one at the very back. There was never anybody 
in it so Rena just thought she'd get herself in there. So I was in there for a long, long time and Mrs. Little 
and her husband used to speak. But I don't know what it was, because you werenae brought up in that 
church or no'. The ones that I knew were nice but I always felt sort of out. Och, I still keep myself a 
member and I go to the Communion. I go up and down once or twice. I always keep up my church but I 
mostly just go up to the Baptist. 

 

Q. Did you used to say prayers as a child at night? 

A. Oh aye, we always said our prayers. 

 

Q. Grace at the table and things? 

A. Well, no' so much the grace at the table 'cause I think sometimes we had different times. Well, my 
father and brother went out, [before he was married] about six o'clock in the morning. When I started 
work I was fifteen past because my mother was ill at the time and I was kept in the house and Nurse 
Von Kraft she used to laugh. She come in one day and I was sitting playing Ludo with the rest o' my 
brothers and sisters. So at Christmas time they always give a present to patients. So she said to me, 
"Rena you'll just come up and get this present for your mum because I have just too many to carry." So 
it was in Princes Street where the nurses’ home is, so I went up there and she gave me the presents. 
"That's your mum's and that's a present for the house keeper,” me. When I went back it was a game, 
(laugh) it was another game. But I mean it was nice o' her. That woman right up ‘til I was getting 
married, I mean she always stopped in the street and spoke to me. She was getting elderly by that time 
and I always mind the day before I was getting married I met her in Cowane Street and I said to her, "I 
wish I wasnae getting married." She said, "You should keep to your word and no'." She was laughing, 
she was an awfy kind person. She always went on a bike. In these days the doctor's went on a bike. 
Doctor Angus was on his bike too and then they started with the cars. Right enough they were hard 
times but they were happy times. Aye, because even as we got a wee bit older there was Mrs. 
Anderson, Mrs. Imrie, and a Miss Cairns who's still living, ninety she is. We used to go for walks in the 
summertime quite late at night and we were allowed to go with them because they were there. They 
were all great walkers in Bayne Street and the same at the outings for the Sunday School. In fact the 
first outing I ever went was on the back of a lorry. We went from Territorial School down to 
McKerracher's Park. That's down where Ivanhoe Place Community Centre is. That used to be a great 
big park before there was houses built and that was your outing. Mr. King was the janitor and he used to 
play the pipes out that road. We thought we were in heaven and then eventually this Mission Hall in 
Bruce Street we went to it on a Sunday afternoon and it was funny enough a stationmaster that was the 
head one in the Mission Hall. So we used to go to the Mission Hall in the afternoon but they were great. 
They took us to Dunblane and going in the train through that tunnel oh, we were in heaven. At our 
church, the Mary Kirk started going to Doune Castle and Mr. Baxter had a wee concertina thing. He 
used to play it and it used to be great fun going there and going up through Doune Castle. But that was 
the furthest we went with our Sunday School trips. 

 

Q. Who did you play with as a child was it mostly your brothers and sisters? 

A. Oh, we had plenty kids. Well, Chrissie Hutcheson as I told you she lived in the same close as us and 
Jessie McIntyre was just up round in Cowane Street and the Imries that was in Bayne Street and we all 
used to play in a crowd. We just never sort of had one person. In the summertime there was a lot o' 
women used to bring their stools and sit and knit and the men used to come and play Rounders with us 
and being in Bayne Street they could throw the ball almost down to Spittal Myre Gate. Spittal Myre then 
you couldnae see in. It was great big high grating and great big high hedges. You couldnae see in 
unless you were trying to peer through the bottom of the hedge. But now that's all changed. Then in the 
wintertime they used to come out and sledge. We sledged from the Mary Kirk now, where I'm tellin' you 
that was just as you were turning into the Wynd. You'd go right up Upper Bridge Street and y'know as 
you turn, the church was there. We used to sledge up there right down Upper Bridge Street, across 
Cowane Street and down Bayne Street and often landed in Spittal Myre Gate but there was no cars in 
these days. You werenae needin' to be frightened. There was no posts in Bayne Street at that time. 
There's one or two posts now. We used to just slide down Bayne Street. 
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Q. Did you make the sledges? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Were most of your toys homemade? 

A. We didnae have an awfy lot of toys to tell you the truth. We got enough to keep us happy but we never 
had a lot o' toys and I was a good age before I even got a bike. It was my cousin that gave me it. I had 
cousins and an aunty that was pretty well off. In fact they still are in business yet but they're all past 
away but they cannae change the name. My aunt started in the First World War with a wee baker's 
shop in Melville Street, in Falkirk. It used to be across from the Post Office but has changed a bit now. 
In this shop 'baking' and then she got another shop up in the High Street. Now there's M & I Fisher, if 
ever you're in Falkirk. There's one in Melville Street, there's one in High Street, and one in Graham's 
Road and one in Laureston and it's a son's wife that's got them. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you were playing? 

A. Oh, we never seemed to get dirty. The only time we got dirty was in the Summer time when they used 
to come to water the roads. What we called the 'scooting cart'. They had a big tank with sprinklers on it 
and when it used to come round, of course with never being at the seaside much we used to buckle our 
clothes inside our pants or take them underneath and take our shoes off and run after it and then of 
course the road was dirty and your feet used to get dirty. But funny enough there was never, I mean 
your mother sort of looked over it. That's one thing my mother was clean, I will admit and our hoose was 
the same. Enough to make us comfortable in, plenty of food to eat but everything was plain. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls play the same games or did they play separate? 

A. Well, we played what they used to call Rounders and we used to play so many boys and so may girls or 
Releaso. There's one that stood there and the rest had to hide and then they shouted, "Release!" and of 
course he had to look for them and if he got back to the den first we had to do that, we had to change 
places. But if no' he had to keep doing that as long as we got in before him. I mean even in the dark 
nights there was a big lamp where we lived and there wasnae like what's going on now with men 
attacking children and that. We got out ‘til maybe eight o'clock then. I mean all big folk. The two 
Greenhills used to come down to play. Great big tall chaps and one in fact went awfy far up in a bank in 
Nairobi and he bought his mother a house in Whins o' Milton and she called it Nairobi. They're all past 
away now. Jim died when he was just on top of his form, but these are the sort of games we used to 
play or Jumping Ropes and then we'd go to the Mission Hall on Tuesday night to the Magic Lantern. It 
was just you know, what Magic Lantern was then and of course this is where they used to show films, 
sort o' Christian films like, "The man that drunk too much and never gave his wife the money for to feed 
the children." Y'know the sort of things they used to have and then we'd have a soirée in there and then 
eventually they had a Band Of Hope and believe it or no' it's only a few months ago since our leader of 
the Band Of Hope, [now I'll be eighty on my birthday so you'll know what age she would be] since she 
died. She lived in Bannockburn. When I heard about it, Mary Kerr was her own name, Mrs. Rattray was 
her married name. She was our Band of Hope leader. It was a great place that Mission Hall for years. 
Then somebody bought the ground over and they took it down. It was all wooden but a nice place. Mr. 
Kerr that lived up the stair worked in the railway, he looked after it and he did look after it because he 
didnae drink nor nothing. He was an awfy good livin' man and it was a great place and it used to be 
packed with folk on the winter nights. If they were good she used to take the organ out for Miss Haxton 
and under these lamps we sung and folk were there, just like the Salvation Army does. That was in the 
Mission Hall. Then we would fight to turn over the pages for Miss Haxton's music sheet. I mean, as I tell 
you they were all plain but it was fun to us. 

 

Q. Could you play with whoever you wanted? 

A. Oh aye, well, I never ever heard them saying no because as I tell you there was nothing much to worry 
about somehow these days and I remember what a rare concert we had when the first war finished at 
number 10 Bayne Street. They had it outside. The children all got something then. As far back as that 
they used to do these things, have a concert and again of course I was young right enough, but we 
thoroughly enjoyed it. 

 

Q. Did kids ever fight in the street or gamble? 
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A. Oh aye. I cannae mind o' them gambling but bairns did fight and of course some times some mothers 
came out and helped them a wee bit, no' much but they came out and helped them a wee bit. Which I 
think sometimes some mothers cannae help, especially if there's just one. 

 

Q. You mean they would actually fight with them? 

A. Oh no, just verbal. Maybe if yin mother came out and checked a boy for hitting hers the other yin would 
come out and say, "Well, if he hit him he's a right to hit him back." That sort of thing y'know but never 
anything that caused an uproar. For all there was sixteen houses in number ten and there was about a 
hundred folk lived in that place and I must admit it was really wonderful. In fact I'm surrounded with folk 
that I was brought up with here. There was quite a lot o' them all brought up in Bayne Street, just round 
the corner and across the road and it's great to live beside folk that you've been brought up with. 

 

Q. You used to play outside a lot, you used to go for walks, did you ever do any collecting? 

A. Oh, the only collecting I ever did was collecting for charity. We used to collect for charity. In fact when I 
got up as I told you Bella and I used to go out in the Infirmary week and collect. In fact we got our 
photographs taken one day in King Street and when I went into the Rubber Works on Monday here this 
chap had written a big moustache on me and a beard on Bella, he had cut it out. This is the things we 
used to do. 

 

Q. Did you have any pets? 

A. We had a dog but I was always frightened from it. My brother once wanted me to take the dog out but I 
really always was frightened, even yet. I like them and I couldnae be cruel to them because I feed them 
but I couldnae have one. He says, "Look at this lovely wee kitten," and he flung it on my back and my 
mother gave him a row and I think it still stuck on me. It wouldnae have hurt me but I just was scared 
stiff o' them. I was the only yin too. I was the only yin that wanted to sing and I was the only yin 
frightened from animals. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sports or any youth organizations? 

A. I was, I used to go to the Guides but my daughter was in the Brownies. As I told you my mother didnae 
have much money but she used to let us go to the Guides and the Girl Fellowship up in Baker Street 
and it was girls that all went. A wee night out once a week and I went into the Mission Hall. I liked the 
Mission Hall because we just lived beside it and we were never out o' it. Anything that was on we were 
there and they used to have wee, what they called soirée. (laugh) 

 

Q. Was this when you were working? 

A. No, when I was working actually to tell you the truth my mother not being able, we never had a lot o' 
spare time. I used to go to the dancing right enough. There was two clubs. One club that was held in St. 
Ninians, it was a sort of elite club. I really got into that yin and it was held in Frances Huts and I mind 
this girl, it was a friend of the Turpys that had musicians, came from America and showed us how to do 
the Charleston. I worked in the Rubber Works. At that time it was sixty five feet long tables we worked 
at and y'know like we are, we held on to the wall and the table doing the Charleston. So that's how we 
learnt the Charleston. 

 

Q. Did you get any pocket money when you were at school from your parents? 

A. No, we just got the usual ha'penny or a penny sometimes. But I've seen we were at school in the awfy 
bad winters and my mother would come up at eleven o'clock playtime with a can o' cocoa and hot toast 
for us but she had to have a wee thing o' hot milk with sugar for me, I couldnae take cocoa. But she 
used to stand at the gate and we used to get our toast and they used to get their cocoa and I used to 
get my milk through the gate, the doors were all locked. I don't know if they lock them still at school but 
my mother used to stand at the gate. Of course we lived in Bayne Street and it's the Territorial School, 
the Cowane Centre now. 

 

Q. Were you given any lessons by anyone before you went to school, did your mum or dad teach you 
anything? 

A. No' that I remember. I just can remember going to the first class at school and it was a Miss Johnstone 
that was our teacher. 
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Q. How old were you then? 

A. Five. 

 

Q. What did you think of school? Did you like the teachers? 

A. Oh aye, I liked the teachers. I always thought, they used to say I was one of the pets. There was one 
girl stuck her arm in a railing and I was the one that was sent down to tell her mother to come up and 
when they wanted a cake o' Fry’s Cream chocolate at Marriott's sweet shop it was me that was sent for 
it and they used to think I was the teacher's pet. 

 

Q. If you did something that the teachers disapproved of what would happen? 

A. Well, they used to have the strap right enough. I must admit she never would use it very much. This 
was in the older years, I never mind of her using it very much. Only once a boy pushed the blackboard, 
[they had great big blackboards] and he pushed the blackboard over, that was only once but I never 
minded o' much going on. In fact it was Miss Scott that was in the Qualifying, we called her Jenny Titch 
and Mr. Fraser was in the Supplementary and he had a big thing on his head and we call him bossy 
John. Mr. Jamieson was the headmaster. But I mean they all lived around. Mr. Jamieson lived in 
Princes Street, Mr. Fraser he lived in Wallace Street where my mother eventually finished up and Jenny 
Scott lived in Upper Bridge Street. I mean they all lived not far from the school. 

 

Q. Did they used to emphasize certain things as important, like manners, tidiness? 

A. Oh yes, aye, and they were strict about your attendance at school when you came up to the other 
classes. They were very strict I will admit but I mean you could speak to them, no' maybe like how some 
of them speak to them now, but I mean if they passed a wee joke you could sort of laugh and pass it 
back with them instead o' you know how you used to be cowed o’ some o' them, frightened. The 
teachers at the Territorial School really were very good. 

 

Q. Did they encourage you to discuss things with them then? 

A. Aye, uh-huh. In fact my husband's school photograph o' 1915. It was a Mr. Gall that was the teacher but 
he was killed. He was called up, and he was killed in the First World War. 

 

Q. Can you remember any of the subjects that you were taught at school? 

A. We got the usual thing. We got Arithmetic, and we got Spelling, History, and Geography was the main 
things that we got and Reading of course. You'd always have your dictionary for things but that was the 
most, and we had exams and that sort o' thing, that's what it was mostly. 

 

Q. What did you wear to school? 

A. Just a wee pinafore. There was uniform, there was gym slips at that time but as I told you my mother 
got our skirts made. They were full pleated with a bodice and then a top on it, either that or the jumper 
she had knitted. You were well enough clad, and believe it, lacing boots with studs, and button boots 
with studs, sometimes for a Sunday. One day I was sent for a new pair and I came home with button 
ones for the school sayin' that they hadnae anything else, (laugh) but my mother went back and got 
what I should have got. Lacing boots and the hand-knitted stockings and they had a 'V' up the back. 

 

Q. Were you all dressed the same or were there children not as well dressed? 

A. Oh no, there was some dressed different. If I had my school photograph I could have shown you. One 
girl sitting in the front has a dark dress with a white pinny and it had big frills on it and I had my usual 
Co-Operative made frock on. 

 

Q. What did you do at playtimes? 

A. We used to play at Skippin' Ropes and sometimes see what height you could go on your hands over the 
ropes or you played a wee game o' Rounders. You couldnae fling the ball much, or Tig and Het, or Hide 
and Go Seek. These are the only things. You had about ten minutes, you didnae have very long at 
playtime. Eleven o'clock was our playtime usually. 

 

Q. Did you go to another school after? 
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A. No. I put in for a bursary 'cause I thought I was kind o' clever but as I told you my dad at that time was a 
contractor in the pit and because of that they thought he had too much, I didnae get it and I was very 
sorry often, I didnae get it, I felt down about it. My pal, her father was the same but I don't think he was 
a contractor and she got the bursary to go to the High School. When you got the bursary you sat 
another exam and got to the High School. 

 

Q. How old were you when you left school? 

A. Fourteen. 

 

Q. Would you have liked to have gone on to the High School? 

A. I would have really liked to have gone on. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to any other part-time education afterwards? 

A. No, I never. As I told you my mother took ill and that was that. My education was cleaning her hoose 
and what not. 

 

Q. You went on then to start full-time work and where was that? 

A. Uh-huh, in the Rubber Works just along the road. 

 

Q. And how did you get the job? 

A. I just went down and asked for the job and got it quite easy. So I was there until I got married. 

 

Q. What exactly did you have to do? 

A. Well, when I started at first we made sort of rings. Then eventually I went up and got making hot water 
bottles, handmade hot water bottles which was a tricky job. You had to watch because after you made 
them they were what we call cured in this big pan, and if there was any air or anything got into them, it 
came out and of course you didnae half get told off about it. So it was a good job. Then the rubber 
gloves for electricians, and they were all tested. We made up gloves that could stand up to 20,000 volts. 
They were all tested in the Rubber Works before they left. It was a good job. When I first started we 
made pots for an asylum in England. You know chamber pots but there was no handles on them and 
they were all made of rubber and aye cloth covered with varnish and they just had to be a certain weight 
or they wouldnae take them. 

 

Q. How did you learn all this? 

A. Well, there was somebody there teaching you and then of course if somebody else came in you got to 
teach them. Either that or we used to make draft tubing. I worked in what they called the bottle shop and 
there was no machinery in it. I worked for a wee while and made asbestos joints but eventually I got 
shifted to the bottle shop and I liked it better because there wasnae any machinery nor anything. 
Everything was hand done then. 

 

Q. Do you remember your hours? 

A. We started at half past seven to twelve and then one to quarter past five and from half past seven to 
twelve on a Saturday and your full pay when you came to twenty-one was 28 [28s?] and a penny, that 
was the highest pay you could get. 

 

Q. Did you get any holidays with pay? 

A. No. We got one week’s holidays and you didnae get any pay and then at New Year time you got your 
holidays and I've seen New Years when we went down to start working and the pipes were all frozen 
and you went down and you were sent home but you got no pay for it at that time. 

 

Q. Did you feel it was a fair wage you were getting? 

A. Well, for the time we were living on 28 and a penny, that was your insurance off you see. It was 
supposed to be quite good. Up to I got married I handed my pay over to my mother. 

 

Q. All of it? 
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A. Aye, up ‘til I got married. 

 

Q. How did your employer treat you? 

A. Oh, Mr. Gorst was a great man. In fact it was a family works at that time. There wasnae just one person 
in it themselves, there was whole families in it. Mr. Gorst had that house along the road there, which is 
terrible if he came back and saw it for it was beautiful with beautiful grounds. He just called me Renie. I 
used to say, "It's Rena, my name." Renie he used to call me. Oh, he was really good and his son took it 
over for he died. But that was the finish of the Rubber Works because he was too fond o' the good life 
and it was sold to H. K. Porter. The Porter's sold it to another firm. They stopped making handmade 
bottles long before I left and they just had stopped making the gloves as well. 

 

Q. What year did you stop? You stopped when you got married? 

A. I got married on 23
rd

 January, 1931. Of course in these days that's what you did, you stopped. It was a 
year and three months. Madge was born on 5

th
 April, 1932 and I can always mind that because that was 

the year ‘April the Fifth’ won the Derby. They all backed it because it was my daughter's birthday, and I 
went back during the war. First of all when I thought I would like a job, they were applying for people 
writing the ration books. So I got an interview and it was a Mr. MacKelvie, mind I never was in an office 
in my life. So I had to fill this form right. He said, "Right, start tomorrow morning." He says, "You're a 
quick writer and you’re legible," he could make it out. So I got that job for three months but it was only 
temporary because it was just at the start of the ration books and it was writing in the books and filing 
and I got into it quite easy. I didnae really try before because I thought when I saw them typing that I 
couldnae do that but I really did enjoy the work. Then I got into the Post Office as a post-woman. In fact, 
how I got in there was Mrs. Stewart cleaned the telephone exchange and she was on holiday and the 
woman that took her place was away and she said to me, "Will you do my work for a week, Rena." I 
said, "Yes." So when I had the key o' the exchange and I was takin' it across to the Post Office I met Mr. 
Battison and he went to the Mary Kirk where I went and he says, "Oh hallo, I thought you were in for a 
job." I said, "How? Have you got a job for me?" He says, "Aye." Now this was at eleven o'clock in the 
day. He says, "Can you come back at one o'clock?" So that was how I started and I was there ‘til we 
finished up two or three years later. 

 

Q. Was that after you had the children? 

A. Uh-huh, they were grown up. Well, they werenae grown up, able enough to <..pause..> How my husband 
and I worked it for their meals and the hours I had. I was home at eleven o'clock for their lunch, then I 
was home at four o'clock. But Madge was the eldest, she had the key to get in. We had good 
neighbours that when I was out they were maybe in and that's how we worked it. 

 

Q. To get back to the Rubber Works did you have any Work’s Clubs, was there any Work’s outings? 

A. Oh, we had an outing up to Oban and had wee dances but never awfy big things. I mean Mr. Gorst 
didnae bother. Right enough during the war (I was in the Rubber Works for a wee while before I went to 
the Post Office) and she [Mrs. Gorst] used to collect dolls. So she gave a showing for money for the 
Red Cross in her house and you got your tea. So we used to go across when we worked overtime and 
have our tea. But she was a very nice person and she died with cancer. Well, unfortunately it's about 
31, 32 years ago since I myself, [I was back in the Rubber Works by this time] and I myself was ill and 
was taken up to Glasgow for the same thing. I was in the David Elder then up in the Beatson. I was in 
the Beatson twice. So I was off a year and nine months and young Gorst had just taken over and he 
come up and he said to me` "If you like Rena, to come back part-time" We've never had part-time but 
his father and some of my family worked there and my husband worked there and his father's wife all 
worked there and he said, "If you like to come back part-time." So it was two pounds ten, that was 10/d 
like, it was my insurance money. So I went back and worked for two pounds twelve and six, 2/6d more 
just. But he says, "Come in the afternoon the place is warm," and I thought it was that nice o' him. When 
I did feel able I went back and here l am, and they gave me up when l came back from Glasgow and 
look at me now. 

 

Q. Yes, look at you now. 

A. That's right, that's what a lot o' folk that knew me then will say, "My goodness, we couldnae believe it." 

 

Q. When you were in the Rubber Works you said you gave all your wages to your mother? 

A. Uh-huh, yes. 
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Q. What about clothes and things? Did she still buy your clothes? 

A. Aye, she bought all your clothes, oh aye 

 

Q. How did you spend your Sundays then when you were working? Did you still used to go to church? 

A. Oh aye, we still went to church. Oh, I liked to go to the church and then as I told you we used to go, 
after we were at the church, we were away at half past seven in the morning walking and then the 
lmries that I was friendly with they were a' great walkers. We did nothing else but walk. But if it was wet 
of course I was up in the lmrie's hoose, we were having some fun 'cause they were my friends a' my life. 

 

Q. Did the women and the men work together at the Rubber Works? 

A. Yes. Well, a man always had a young girl or a young chap working with him for y'know even to run 
messages or to help him to lift something. Oh aye, they made floats for the Navy during the war. 
Hundreds, thousands of them, different kinds of floats. There was long thin ones or there was round 
ones and it took a bit o' making y'know. They used to have to work overtime to keep up the orders that 
they wanted. Oh, they made lots of different, <..pause..> y'know they had to change y'know just with the 
times. 

 

Q. Did you make lots of new friends with starting work? 

A. Oh aye, of course I knew nearly them a'. 

 

Q. Did you have any special friends at this time? 

A. I just always had the Imries funny enough. I had them all of my life ‘til they a’, <..pause..> in fact two o' 
them died in my arms and they were a' younger than me. In fact, I had one o' their grandsons here last 
week and one o' the sisters’ husbands, his first wife Annie died pretty young with the same thing and he 
came up from Dover and they came down here for a day to spend with me. 

 

Q. At nights could you bring your friends back to the house and be in your room together, an your own? 

A. Never in the room, no we couldnae, there wusnae enough room. There was two big bedrooms right 
enough and the living room and as I say we could have put a bed up in the hall if there'd room, but the 
boys slept in the one room and the girls in the other. 

 

Q. You didn't get that much privacy? 

A. You never got privacy, no, you never had. 

 

Q. When you went out was there any special places you used to meet? 

A. Well, as I told you I used to go to the Imries an awfy lot or to my aunt's. Sometimes we would have a 
wee bit party, just a wee party. Maybe one of our friend's getting married in the Rubber Works and we 
would have a wee bit party in their house and once this old gentleman, it was his birthday, he was the 
sweeper in the Rubber Works. He lived in Cambusbarran with his niece and here he was having a party 
and he invited us out. So we all put together and bought him a pair of cuff links. Down in the house then 
we were a' sitting round about. We had a rare laugh that night and a rare feed we got. It was sausages 
on sticks and the wee bit o' pineapple and that. It was great, I mean Harry was an awfy nice old person, 

 

Q. When you went out at night did your parents want to know where you were going and what time you 
would be back? 

A. You actually told them, you just said where you were going. There was once or twice my mother knew 
but my dad didnae know. My brother and l used to go to the cycling club parties and they used to last 
until six o'clock in the morning, well to five. So what we done, we couldnae go in then we used to stand 
at the top o' Bayne Street and we used to watch for my dad going away to his work at six o'clock in the 
morning. So when he went away we just went down and we just had to change and have some tea and 
go down to our work then at half past seven. You couldnae say nothing the next day but my mother 
knew. She knew the folk that a' went to the cycling club parties and it went on a' night and it was great 
somehow and it was just an accordion and a dulcimer in what they called the Ambulance Hall. It was 
down the new road. There used to be a gas works there and the Ambulance Hall. There was the picture 
house just across the road from it and it's a' been knocked down now. 
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Q. What age were you when you got married? 

A. I was twenty one. 

 

Q. How long had you known your husband? 

A. Oh, l knew him a' the time because he lived, <..pause..> he went to the Territorial School. I knew him but 
no' as well as I knew the other ones because he was a year older than me, he was in the class above 
me. But he lived in The Auld Brig, they've got a' that building down well. 

 

Q. So he was sort of the same back ground as yourself? 

A. Yes, aye he was in what they called the Castle in The Old Bridge but it's all been knocked down for the 
new place. 

 

Q. Were you engaged at all? 

A. Oh aye, we were engaged in 1929. The date is on my engagement ring if you would like to see it. 

 

Q. How long were you engaged before you got married? 

A. Well, it was Christmas 1929 and we got married on 23
rd

 January, 1931. 

 

Q. Had you saved up money to get married? 

A. No. I gave my mother my pay right up ‘til I got married. My husband's mother died when he was just 
twelve, thirteen, and he was just with his dad. His dad got married a while before we got married. He 
was a bachelor a' these years and he was an old soldier. In fact, he was brought back from South 
Africa, him and his brother because they were great big tall, fine lookin' men and his son was tall but no' 
as tall as his dad and they lived together in the Castle, in the house like. When anybody spoke about 
where they lived, oh just in the Castle, that was The Old Brig. He saved up and he was a good saver. I'll 
say that because as I told you he sprinted a lot and he was quite good but we had a house before I got 
married in Winchel Place and it's taken down now. You know where the new road runs right along 
where Ramsay Place is, near Laurence Croft, right on to Drip Road it goes. Well, Winchel Place was 
there and we had a house there. I got it in the November in fact, so we managed to get it finished. Mind 
it was a laugh. 

 

Q. Did your parents help? 

A. Oh, my mother gave me my bedroom suite and Mr. Imrie was a joiner and he put a shelf up for me and 
laid my linoleum and of course my bed went with my bedroom suite. We got two new chairs and our 
bedroom suite was new but my sideboard was second hand out o' Lindsay's shop in Wallace Street and 
I had dishes and carpets and things, all my presents. My husband never believed in paying up, neither 
did I myself. So everything had to be paid for. So we had a nice arm chair and the other was a nice arm 
chair and put down into a bed. So my auntie from Falkirk said she would give me her dining room table. 
Well, I thought a nice table, it would fold down. Well, it was, I'll give you a laugh. It was too big to fit in 
that there when it came and great big bulbous oak legs was on it. Oh, lovely wood. I had to put it up in 
this corner, we could hardly get into the room. 'Cause the room was off the living-room from this table so 
eventually when we saved up enough to get a new table I got the auctioneer to come down from Friar 
Street to take it away and y'know how much I got for it in the sale, 6/d. (laugh) There was more than 6/d 
on it in wood. So that's when I married and I eventually was down there for about two, two and a half 
year and I got a house up the stair 'cause I got the sun in the house up the stair. So I was in that ‘til I left 
and I managed to get a wee house myself in Cowane Street and then I got the prefab. 

 

Q. The prefab up in Cornton? 

A. Aye, up near the Community Centre. Up along that side a' the shops, Adamson Place it was. Then of 
course, after I had the illness when they offered me work I went up to the Council and I asked if there 
was a move could I get further down here nearer my work, because they a' knew me and they knew 
what I had. So I got a prefab just across the road. So when they built this they came down again and 
asked me, I'm telling you the truth honestly what hoose would I like and I said I would like this one. I 
thought the middle flat, now I wished I had taken the middle flat in that close because it was a different 
design. 
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Q. What did your husband do when you first got married? 

A. Oh, the Rubber Works. Eventually years after I left him he worked in the Government Stores as a Stock 
Controller. 

 

Q. Did you have any children? 

A. Uh-huh, a boy and a girl. Madge will be fifty-five on the 5
th
 o' April, and Munro will be fifty-two on the 18

th
 

o' April. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. Well, I felt that I couldnae, <..pause..> well, Munro that was his name, he went to the High School. My 
auntie Ella paid for Madge at the High School and bought nearly all her clothes and things like that and 
occasionally gave something to Munro, but they both went to the High School. At that time they paid 
fees but by the time they became the age to go into the Higher, the fees were all abolished. But it 
wasnae much when they went to Primary School in the term. 

 

Q. Child birth itself, did you know what to expect? 

A. Well, I didnae the first time but however, it wasnae a very good birth they told me but however, I 
managed to get over it. 

 

Q. Did you read any books about birth? 

A. Aye, I used to have a book. Mrs. Brown was my neighbour, she got married just the week after me and 
she must have fell right away when she got married and she had a house on this landing and of course 
with being newly married we made friends and we used to talk and it was a laugh when I went up to the 
nurse. She came with me and she was pretty stout and I pushed her in first, (laugh) and I was a wee bit 
kind o' backward that day and Nurse O'Donnell said, "I thought it was Mrs. Brown that came in to book 
and no' you." (laugh) 

 

Q. Did you know anything about birth control? Did you read any books? 

A. No, never ever bothered at that time. Later on we started, you know. I think if you're no' big paid and 
you feel you want to do the best for them but you just try no' to have too many. My mother had ten 
herself. These days they did have a lot o' family though. 

 

Q. So how did you discover about birth control was it through the nurse? 

A. Aye. Well, they spoke to you and in fact one thing I will say there was none of the two o' us awfy 
affected by having a lot o' sex. You know, some women used to complain but Mrs. Brown used to say 
that about Willie her husband too. I mean they didnae over-sex themselves, y'know how some women 
will say they didnae get time often to clean their house and that. When they used to tell us we used to 
think it funny. Chrissie and I used to think it quite funny. 

 

Q. Were your children born at home? 

A. Yes, both born at home. 

 

Q. Was there medical help? 

A. The doctor and the nurse, aye. Doctor Jack and Doctor Wilson and Nurse O'Donnell. 

 

Q. Did you feed them yourself? 

A. Well, for a wee while. I couldnae feed Madge very long, no' too long. I fed them for a while because my 
mother used to say it was better for them and they were better babies if you could manage it. 

 

Q. So was it your mother you turned to for advice? 

A. Oh, my mother was a lot o' help, aye. 

 

Q. Did your husband have a lot to do with them when they were babies? 
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A. Oh aye. When he went training out at Bridge Of Allan where the games park is he used to go to. He 
was allowed with some o' the other chaps to train there. When Madge was the length o' walking, he 
used to take her out there and he says, they were running, sometimes she was crying after them but I 
mean she was alright. But he used to take her out and the same with Munro, he liked the Brigade and 
football but he never bothered about running or anything. 

 

Q. The household budgeting, at that time were you in control of all the money? 

A. Oh aye. Right enough he saved a bit himself. Anything he won at the racing, at the games and that he 
used to buy, <..pause..> we got a bed settee eventually. He bought that through his money. He never 
believed in taking on debt. We a' have our faults, I have mine as well but that's one thing we had in 
common we didnae have anybody coming. I didnae like that, anybody used to come but I've seen them 
going to other folks houses, ‘Shilling a week men’ we used to call them. My mother never done it. I liked 
to know my pay. When I get my pension, I put my rent past and my insurance past, I get stamps for my 
phone, stamps for my television so that I've always got them when they come. 

 

Q. If you were ill or confined to bed how did you manage then? 

A. My husband was good. In fact, one o' the times I took an awfy dryness in my hands and in my feet and I 
was in the Infirmary with it, so when I come out my hands were covered with plaster and my feet and it 
was Doctor Cuthbert that was in the Infirmary that day, he said, "Your washing days will be finished 
unless you wear rubber gloves." For long I had to wear rubber gloves to wash but he used to do a lot of 
the washing and the bairns nappies. Oh aye, he didnae think nothing about hanging them out. 

 

Q. Munro was the youngest wasn't he? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did he look after your daughter then? [when Munro was born] 

A. My mother took her up. My eldest sister wasn't married at that time and she doted on our Madge, she 
lives across there, she doted on my Madge. She was the first grandchild. 

 

Q. Where you lived at that time, did all the people have the same standard of living there or were some 
people better off than others? 

A. No, there wasnae anybody better off. There was maybe one or two no' just as comfortable. Well, we 
were comfortable enough for eking out your wages but no they were just something the same, aye. 

 

Q. In the neighbourhood who did you consider the most important people? 

A. Well, to me they were a' just our neighbours, a' sort o' good neighbours and I mean we helped each 
other. I was brought up to do that and I think I've done it a' my life, helping each other. For instance, 
when I was down the stair, this lady, [they werenae just so well off] and her husband wasnae working 
and she had a baby that was ill and Nurse Von Kraft was attending her. So she had said to Mrs. 
McQueen just go in to Rena, she'll give you a bowl. It was a bowl she wanted to make up a poultice or 
something. That's the sort of thing and you just gave them it and that was alright y'know, but there was 
a lot o' neighbours and we a' got on fine with everybody. 

 

Q. They were all working class? 

A. Yes, aye a' working class. Like if they were sick you were in seeing them, no' like nowadays. We've 
good neighbours here, don't get me wrong, but when we lived in the tenement and you didnae see them 
or didnae hear their door, you were in to see what was wrong and if they werenae well you were taking 
them in a cup of tea, tidying up for the doctor coming and things like that or even if they were washing 
you would be down helping them. Mrs. Brown's children were about the ages of mines and I used to 
watch hers while she was washing if it was a bad day and she used to watch mines, either that or we 
would take them down and put them in the chairs and helped each other with our washing. That's how 
we went out. 

 

Q. At that time did you shop at the local shops, the Co-Op? 

A. The Co-Op, oh I was brought up in the Co-Op. 

 



 639 

Q. You didn't have credit, but they did have credit? 

A. They did. The only thing now I mind they used to have a Club and you paid it but what I used to do, pay 
it up ‘til it was fully paid then get what I wanted. A Mutuality Club, but they did have things you could pay 
up. Mrs. Brown was the same as me. We used to pay it up, it would just be two or three pounds and 
then when it was paid, we used to get what we wanted. 

 

Q. Was there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. Aye, away up in the Wynd there was one on the left hand side. We used to hear them talking about it. 
We couldnae understand how folk went to the pawn and then they had to pay as much to get it out 
again, either that or forfeit it I think. Sometimes they had to forfeit it if they didnae lift them the pawn 
broker kept it for so long then sold it. You used to laugh at some o' them. You used to sit at our back 
stair, this Mr. and Mrs. McQueen they were great musicians but they didnae have much and they used 
to come out and play their accordion or guitar and she got an organ one week down at the sale and she 
used to sit and play it. Well, she had it for about a month, the next thing it was getting broken up for 
firewood for the boiler to get her washing done. But when that chap died, [the baby died; she was ill at 
that time and then a while after that Jack died] but the woman's family, one had a beauty parlour in 
Canada. Her family that was living and herself got on great, wonderful. I don't know what it was, she 
was a Catholic and her first husband was a Catholic, he died but the one she married was a good 
Protestant and whether that had anything to do with it because when the baby was ill he was sent for 
and he couldnae go because he didnae like the Infirmary. I went with her and the baby died when we 
were there. So she went up to Father McManus to ask him if he would bury the child but he said, "No." 
Not owing to their marriage. So we went into Mr. Skeoch and unfortunately Mr. Skeoch couldnae come 
to the house for the service but he said he certainly would have it at the graveside, because he had 
something on. So that's how it was. But I mean they got on fine. Sometimes they used to have rows. 
But that was the only thing, it was the religion seemed to sort of, <..pause..> however Jack had a good job 
at the Post Office but he had psoriasis that they called it and I don't know what happened but he died. 
So she moved away back to Edinburgh with her family and you know when we saw them later on and I 
heard about them recently they've all got on awfy well, which is a nice thing. But many a laugh we used 
to get. I could give you many a laugh too. Mrs. Lamb when her husband died, she lived next door and 
Tommy Dow lived through the wall from me. So when he died she said to come in and see her, so of 
course she had a wee dog and she never used to take it out a lot. So they had a wee hall a wee bit 
longer than ours, so Tommy and I went in together. I went in first but Tommy just had his stocking soles 
and of course the dog had been using the hall and Tommy slid (laugh) into the living-room and of 
course you cannae keep your face straight. So while we were in; [They used to have their bed on big 
blocks long ago and it made the bed higher], so here he was lying there when this far away block gave 
way and of course he fell out and, "Oh, ma man!" She was one of these hysterical folk and then when 
we came out we couldnae help but laugh you ken, with him sliding in. He says, I was getting the slip in 
and I just about got the slip off. We were young of course and Mrs. Lamb was older and her man was 
older. She was a great big tall woman and he was a wee man and that's what happened that night. We 
used to make a joke out of anything these days when you're younger, don't you? In fact, Tommy used 
to laugh about that when I met him and it's all sort o' changed. We got prefabs and new houses you 
see. He used to say, "You remember that night I slipped in old Kate's house." (laugh) 

 

Q. Do you remember the day the war started? 

A. The 3
rd

 of September because I had visitors and it was one of the worst days for weather ever you saw. 
There was thunder and lightning and the rain came pouring down and, of course as the war goes on we 
all looked for wee jobs y'know. Like everybody else I went out. Eventually I landed in the Post Office. 
When we were in the Post Office another postwoman and I used to go out and help in the Stirling 
Infirmary on a Sunday night, voluntary and the only time we were really, <..pause..> well we werenae 
afraid but when wounded German prisoners of war came to Stirling Infirmary. We swept the wards and 
that sort of thing and y'know it was the way they looked but we didnae mind because we thought we 
were doing our share. I also went round for what they called a penny a week fund around my own 
district, Winchel Place, and all round about there, which was a voluntary thing as well, and of course 
they wanted blood doners, so I went and I was a blood doner. I remember well the night that they came 
near Stirling. They dropped a bomb in Springfield Place because we lived in Winchel Place which is 
down now. But my neighbour and I stood at the top of the stair because my husband was fire watching. 
He worked in the Rubber Works and we could see the flashes y'know even far beyond Stirling. When 
they were bombing in Glasgow you could hear the noise through at our place, and of course everybody 
had to be blacked out, your windows and everything all had to get black curtains or something up. 
There was no lights at all seen during the war. Then I finished up, in fact the job that I got in the Post 
Office as I came one of the senior post-women, it was filling the parcels for the prisoner of war camps. It 
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was down at Annfield. There was ladies and gentlemen. I mean they packed the boxes and then we put 
them into canvas bags and the postman sewed them up and took them away for delivery. In fact I've got 
a photograph on the last day that we were out there and it really was wonderful for to see how 
everything, <..pause..> there was an awfy stuff put in. It wasnae big boxes like this but the amount of stuff 
that they put into that box was marvellous and the way they put it there was no space wasted and it was 
great to see them. 

 

Q. What sort of things did they put in the boxes? 

A. Well, there was tins of stuff and candles. No matches of course, they must have got matches because 
I'll tell you how after. There was wee tins of fruit, wee tins of beans, all these sort of things. Anything that 
was in a packet that they could use, and once during the time that I was there, there was an escaped 
prisoner of war came up to Annfield and told them that there was nothing in that parcel that wasnae 
used for something or other. The candles they used to put in an old can that they had and then put the 
can on top of that to heat if it was soup or anything and he explained everything. Even the cardboard 
box they were all used as well. So when the prisoners of war letters started coming through it was 
wonderful for the folk that you were taking them to. For there was one lady that did help in there and her 
husband was a prisoner of war and so was her brother but he had managed to escape and it was great 
just for to be able to take them a letter. In fact twice we went out of our way for to take letters because 
there was an old gentleman, he had a plumbers business in Stirling, and he used to wait at the foot of 
Friar Street on us coming out in the morning to see if he had one and I used to hate to nod my head, no. 
The morning I had one he wasnae there and I took it right up to his wife, it was a Mrs. Milne. It was a 
nice house but it was away at the top of Irvine Place. There used to be a brewery there away at the 
back and oh, they were so pleased about it. It was really nice. 

 

Q. What year did you start as a postwoman? 

A. Wait and I'll tell you 1941, <..pause..> 1947 I think. My sister was in it from the beginning. She was a 
driver. I never had any notion to drive, I liked just the walking rounds, they were nicer. In fact many a 
laugh you used to get; fun we had. In fact I was just speaking to one old postman recently. We used to 
talk about the laughs we had in the Post Office because of the tricks they played on us. There was one 
woman, we used to call her Nellie Wooden Drawers and they used to put a string round and tie her bag 
to the frame so when she lifted her bag to go out she couldnae get moving because she was tied to the 
frame. One night we got a new postmaster and there was one wee lad, Skinner, in fact his brother 
works up in the Region. He [Skinner] was a telegram lad and he always wore a nice navy blue suit, an 
awfy nice wee laddie he was and he used to play tricks on us as well. So this night I was on late duty, 
eight ‘til eleven on the stamp machine. We had all to take a turn of the late time. So here, I thought this 
was wee Skinner coming in past me. I just caught him like this and I run him up the door leading into the 
counter department and here, then I stopped and of course I was laughing and I went up to what we call 
the milk bar where all the registered letters were and George Turnball was in charge and he says, 
"Shhhhh." I said, "What for?" He said, "That's a new postmaster." I said, "What?" He said, "That's a new 
postmaster," and I said, "D'you know what I've done?" And I was telling him and I couldnae help 
laughing. Here, I kinda looked down and I saw him talking to the inspector postman Mr. Battison and he 
had been telling him, but he took it in the way it was done. He didnae say anything but Mr. Battison 
says, "You'll need to watch after this." These sort of things, but the next night [some of the students 
came in at night time] they had packed him into a parcel bag the next night thinking he was, he was the 
same build as the wee chap Skinner and wee Skinner was always playing pranks on them. Well, 
anyway as we went on it was really great at Christmas time. We had to work in Kinross garage then just 
at the side of Marks and Spencer’s, at the back of the other shop. A great big garage. It was there for 
years and that's where we used to do our Christmas business then because the Post Office wasnae 
large enough for to do it all. And of course we used to sit there at nights to eleven o'clock or the back of 
eleven sorting letters and of course we would have a wee singsong and Johnny Given used to bring his, 
<..pause..> he done a wee bit ventriloquism. He used to bring, I forget the name, what he called his doll, 
and we'd be sitting there ‘til yon time at the concert and out again the next morning at five o'clock. 
However, it was a good job. It was nice and I was a blood donor of course. 

 

Q. What was your uniform like when you were a postwoman? 

A. Well, eventually trousers but I never liked trousers. But it was a blue skirt and a blue uniform and it was 
a nice hat but the first ones were a scream. They used to be great big hats turned up at the side and 
wore long gaiters because my sister was in the Post Office early and they really, I mean you were well 
clad but you got all these free, your uniform and also your shoes. Oh right enough for a while I used to 
have to take the measurements of the postwomen. I used to get sixpence extra for taking them when 
they were needing new uniforms and we always wore a white blouse and in the winter we got big heavy 
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coats and also great big waterproof capes. I wished you had seen them and they came to your ankles 
and a waterproof hat. Which you had to put on for the sake of your letters to keep them dry. 

 

Q. Would your bag be underneath your cape? 

A. Oh yes, oh loads of room. 

 

Q. Was the bag heavy? 

A. Well, sometimes you did have heavy deliveries especially at Christmas time. Of course we always had 
the students in at Christmas time. In fact I speak to one often, that was the chap Waters. He works with 
Duncan's and his dad had a pub in the town just across from the Thistle Centre where the Building 
Society is. Well, I often speak to him on the phone when I'm putting in my order at Duncan’s lemonade 
but they would come in and what you had to do; we worked late at nights sorting, we were out early and 
we sorted their deliveries. They got a wee bit to do. So we sorted their delivery and let them go away 
and then you had to do up your own and I was in Randolph Terrace and Victoria Square which was 
quite a busy place and you filled the two bags and you left the second bag and picked it up at St. 
Ninians’ Post Office because you couldnae carry the two bags, but I don't know what they do now. The 
only thing at Christmas, we always worked on Christmas Day. The second delivery as well but you 
never had nothing in your second delivery and you worked on New Year's Day, half a day. 

 

Q. Did you get extra money for working these days? 

A. No, it was quite a good pay though. 

 

Q. What was your pay? 

A. Well, it was two pounds something when we started but it went up to, <..pause..> I cannae remember but 
it went up. We liked it and I mean on the rounds sometimes you were quite good at getting good tips at 
Christmas time but on New Year's morning it was comical. Of course you're out First Footin' and I never 
had time to put my uniform on, so I just went in the way I was dressed, so was Susan Johnstone, and 
there was a wee assistant inspector postman, a Mr. Thomson, and he was a sergeant in the army in the 
First World War and he wasnae very tall but a right soldier and he was always coming round and 
saying, "Oh, Happy New Year Mrs. Smith? I didnae know you were in," and you gave him a wee kiss 
and he would go to somebody else then he would come back round again and it was great really. But 
there was an old postman, (laugh) they had to go looking for him, he was sitting counting his letters. Oh, 
nothing bad right enough it was just New Year and they overlooked wee bits of things but nowadays 
they dinnae work on New Year's Day, nor Christmas Day either but I didnae mind somehow. 

 

Q. What were your normal hours? 

A. When I first started it was half past five, sometimes six o'clock ‘til eleven or half past ten anyway and 
then you went back in the afternoon from two ‘til four or half past four but eventually they made them 
right through. We worked up ‘til six o'clock sometimes or, sometimes it depended, up ‘til one or half past 
one and that was you finished or maybe you were asked to go back at eight ‘til eleven on the stamp 
machine. It all depended y'see. If there's a lot off sick you had to take your turn and then sometimes you 
were sent out. I got a run, in fact I think I told you I had fell on a neighbour’s door step and I was off for a 
good while and when I went back I just got one delivery a day and a few parcels. It was quite a good 
thing, just he said ‘til I got my brain again. Mr. Battison, oh, you used to laugh right enough. He used to 
come out to the office and he would say, "Oh dear, you know when the men were here themselves I 
could hear a pin dropping but now I wouldnae even hear a bomb dropping." I mean he was good with 
the women though and so were the men, 

 

Q. And how did you get that job? 

A. Well, Mrs. Stewart was a friend of mine, was a neighbour too, she cleaned the telephone exchange and 
the woman that always did it, they had altered it all. There was a woman that lived there. [There was a 
house attached to it at one time] She was away and Mrs. Stewart was wanting her holidays because 
her husband was in the army and she was going down to see him in England so she said, "Would you 
do it?" I said, "Och, I'll do it for you." No' that I was keen on it when I saw the stairs to go up and down at 
the telephone exchange then. That was just across the other side, where the Oxfam shop is. All that 
building used to be the old Telephone Exchange. So here I was going across with the keys. You had to 
go to the Post Office with the keys and leave them and I met Mr. Battison and he says, "Oh." He went to 
the same church as me, I think that's why he knew me. He says, "Hallo, I thought you were looking for a 



 642 

job?" I said, "No. How? Have you got a job?" He says, "Aye." I says, "When would you want me to 
start?" He says, "This afternoon." So I started in the afternoon because it was just in the morning I went, 
and Mrs. Stewart was coming back at that time. So I went in, in the afternoon and I was put on 
Bannockburn Road with Jimmy Christie. I can always remember that and Bannockburn Road although 
you'll maybe know all the road but you started at Boreston Crescent and you done Weaver Row and 
Borestone Crescent, then you started a bit of Bannockburn Road, you done Bannockburn Road and 
you went into Mayfield Street and round Mayfield Street and down Bannockburn Road and then cross, 
you did the two sides of that part of Bannockburn Road. Then you went in at Polmaise Crescent, you 
went in there and Maitland Crescent and there was only a wee bit of MacLaren Terrace then, there was 
only a few houses at that time. Then you came back and over Hill Street right onto Bannockburn Road 
again. It was a good long walk and you went from there right out the bungalows and in Bannockburn 
Road again and you went down Park Crescent and Park Drive on the right side and come back and you 
finished at the bungalows. M. Morrison, that was a janitor of the school. It was a long road but 
sometimes in the afternoon you didnae do that in the morning. That was your second delivery. 
Everybody's second delivery was longer because you didnae have the same amount of letters to 
deliver, y'see. In the morning it was shorter but just the same you just got used to it and you knew all the 
short cuts. Just like one day when I was on that delivery it was what they called Upper Bridge Street. 
Well, I started at the foot of Friar Street, Barnton Street and I did all one side of Barnton Street and 
Princes Street and both sides of Queen Street and a part of Upper Bridge Street then I went into the 
Manse to our Minister, old Skeoch we called him, and I just went over the wall there into the Chapel 
House, y'see you knew the wee bit of holes you could go through, and then I went from the Chapel 
House through another place into the home, Whinwell Home up there so then I came down there and I 
done Upper Bridge Street and I think I told you already I used to get a cup of tea from the ladies’ niece. 
There used to be a private laundry, Miss McRory's. 

 

Q. Was that in Upper Bridge Street? 

A. Half way up Upper Bridge Street and they had passed away so their niece kept it on. So I used to get 
my breakfast sometimes, sometimes porridge but I also got tea. So one day, of course I was there and 
when I come back in Mr. Battison said to me, "Where were you at nine o'clock this morning?" Because 
he used to go out and time you and you didnae know. I says, "Oh, I don't know? I was in Upper Bridge 
Street." "Well," he says, "I was in Upper Bridge Street and I didnae see you." I says, "At nine o'clock, oh 
I'll tell you where I was Mr. Battison. Remember where you used to sit on the steps when you were 
delivering in Upper Bridge Street and read the two old ladies postcards, that had the laundry." "Away 
you go," he says. (laughing) I says, "Well, funny I just got what you used to get there," and of course 
you werenae supposed to but he did look over a lot, as long as you werenae lingering or putting it on. 
So he had a good laugh at me saying I was where he, because Mrs. <..pause..> I forget her married 
name, she used to tell me about her aunts how they used to; she had a wee laundry down the back 
green y'see, and she used to tell me how they used to give him his breakfast and that and if a postcard 
came he read it to them first before they got it in their hands. I mean these kind of things you used to 
laugh at but you used to get offered lots of cups of tea. Oh, there was one winter, oh it was awfy bad, 
the snow was awfy deep and I was up Gladstone Place at that time and there was a nursing home in 
where the Health Board have their office is now in Gladstone place but it was Moraig Nursing Home at 
that time and when I got there I couldnae even see the steps. The only thing you could see was the 
handrail. So I'm trying to make my way up when the Matron, it was a Doctor Cuthbert that come out and 
said, "I think you better come and get a cup of tea," and I didnae know how I was going to get down the 
steps because by the time you got down the holes that you made already; they hadnae had time to 
clean the steps y'see. These are the kind of things that they done out in the likes of Gladstone Place 
and Snowdon Place. They were very good on a cold morning. Doctor, <..pause..> wife she was in Albert 
Place and she used to give you a cup of soup because the time that we got round to her it would be 
about half past eleven and she would say, "Come and I'll give you a cup of soup." If it was awfy cold 
unless we were in an awfy hurry we wanted to do something or maybe some messages to get in our 
working time. I mean you did those wee lots of things, nothing bad y'know but if you wanted a message 
or something we used to run round our round but if you knew they were timing us you just took it 
casually y'know. Och it was a great experience I must say, a good job. 

 

Q. So when did you finish up? 

A. Well, when the war was finished we run for a wee while and I'll tell you what, there was only a few of us 
left but right enough the men need their own duties back and we were getting all the rottin' runs, so I just 
finished up then. That's when I went back to the Rubber Works. We all finished up. Two of them went 
on as cleaners in the Post Office, Mrs. Campbell and Mrs. Merleese, they stayed on as cleaners but the 
rest of us just left. 
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Q. Did you do any other jobs during the war? 

A. Wait and I'll tell you. Well, when I first started looking for work Mrs. McAdam and I, a woman across the 
road; they were advertising for cleaners for night shift in the Allanpark Cinema. So Jessie and I thought 
we would try that. So we went along and we got interviewed by old Mr. Menzies that owned the picture 
halls in Stirling so of course he was interviewing so we just said, there's no use in starting one of us. If 
two doesnae get started we're not going. He says, "I think you're a couple of old dearies, or something 
like this. However, we got started. We were to start on the Saturday night at half past ten. So of course 
we were going away along. There wasnae buses much these days you just had to walk it and we were 
late. So here we just got along in time to see the other woman that was cleaning and fire watching at 
the same time coming out. She was going to leave Mr. Hamilton himself, he was on fire watching y'see. 
She says, "Will I just go back seeing that you have arrived." At half past five in the morning we were still 
standing, we were looking. Jess McAdam had a big apron on round about her and she was standing 
with her pail. Y'know this woman that we were on with was very particular and I will say that Allanpark 
must have been one of the cleanest halls in the Country because even Mr. Hamilton used to go under 
the radiators. We never touched up the stairs nor outside. We done all down the stairs and he done the 
gents’ toilets himself. Mrs. Wingate, she done the ladies’ toilets but we had to sweep it and of course 
eventually sweep all the place and dust it all and y'know how high the Allanpark was. It's no' so high 
now but they had big brushes and she used to go round there every night dusting, you've no idea. So 
then it came they started another one so we worked three weeks and got one week off, So the one that 
he started was Mrs. Robertson was her name, Wingate was her own name, Mrs. Robertson's sister 
started and she was different from Mary. She liked to get on with the work but Mary that's Mrs. 
Robertson liked to do something, then you stopped for your tea but her sister was different, whenever 
we got in we started right away and we went through the whole thing and then had our tea and of 
course there was beds for us to sleep in supposing we were fire watching. But Menzies had three, four 
bunk beds and lovely blankets and covers. I will say that you could have a good rest and then the men 
slept up in the office, up in the front ‘til this Mr. Short, he is an uncle of Jimmy Logan's, he started and 
he was a wee chap because he used to go out on the wards himself and entertain but he was the head 
for showing the pictures. I cannae remember the name they get, anyway he was the head one in there 
and it was his turn to sleep. So we thought we'd play a prank on him one night. So we took his pyjamas 
and hid them behind the weighing machine that was in the vestibule of the picture. Never let on and 
when he got into his bed; Mrs. Robertson, she was a good scream too and Jessie McAdam was. [she's 
still a scream] She said come on we'll play a trick on him so we went in to the office and his bed came 
from the wall so we tool; it and shoved it up, and he was still in it and all you could see was his wee face 
keeking out the side. (laugh) Y’know just good fun. We let him out but he had to bring in other pyjamas 
because we didnae tell him for about a fortnight where his pyjamas were and that's where they were, 
we knew when we went out to clean. So then we were working Hogmanay night to clean it and a 
policeman came in to get a cup of tea. So while we were making their tea and giving them a cup of tea 
they were going round about doing this top bit with a brush for Mrs. Robertson and then of course we 
had a wee singsong ourselves and the piano was there of course and we had a wee sing. There was 
only about six of us and we had a wee concert on our own. (laugh) I mean these wee things it was great 
while it lasted. 

 

Q. What were your wages like? 

A. You got three pound, you got a wee bit extra for fire watching. 

 

Q. Was that three pound a week? 

A. Uh-huh and you got another pound the week you were [fire watching], and you got three pound when 
you werenae working. The week you were off you didnae get any fire watching money but you had a 
whole week off and the three weeks you did work you got the Sunday night off. 

 

Q. What did fire watching entail? 

A. Well, it was just a case of, we were supposed to keep our eyes open and go round to see everything 
was well. Mr. Hamilton and Wullie Short when when he was on they looked to see that everything was 
alright, fire hydrants and things were all in their place and they were okay and we just had to keep 
looking. Right enough some nights when you heard the fire siren, well far away you could hear it 
travelling. We used to go out and look and see and say, "Oh my, wonder who's getting it tonight?" I 
mean some nights you had your happy moments but you had your sad moments especially in the Post 
Office when you were taking a letter, you knew the letters. What the saddest part was I was sitting next 
to Mr. Cormick, he was from Wellgreen and he was an awfy quiet man, he was an old postman and he 
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was an awfy quiet person and here I looked and I wondered what was wrong, and I saw the letter in his 
hand and he got his own letter. He was on his own where he lived, his own delivery. His son had been 
killed and I'll never forget how nice and kind Mr. Battison was to him. He took him away, then took him 
home after a time. These were the awfy sad moments when you knew you were taking these letters and 
you used to try and leave them to the very last and I mean when you go in the next day and anybody 
was missing and they were looking for letters, I mean you used to feel for the folk supposing they 
werenae yours you felt for them. However, when the war finished there was great celebrations every 
place. 

 

Q. You said earlier about writing ration books? 

A. That was the very first thing, that's right. I never worked in an office and I applied when you got the 
ration books out. So I thought I would apply for that. 

 

Q. Was that before your cleaning job? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. So I went in and had an interview with Mr. MacKendrick, his name was at Cliffordpark 
where the police is now, that was where the Food Office was. So he just asked me my age and that sort 
of thing and he says, "Write your name down there." So I wrote it and he told me just to start the next 
day. He says, "That's what I like. As long as it's legible and you could write quick.” That was what they 
wanted. Well, I was kept on ‘til it all changed. It was a few months that I was kept on. It was a good pay 
out there. I cannae mind what it was but it was great and it wasnae a dirty job or anything but I was filing 
and writing the books and you had to put them in of course the right order, A's and B's and C's and I 
must have been quite good at it because I was kept for a long time. It was all experienced folk that was 
kept after that for typing and that sort of thing but I liked it, because it was all changed then. It was just 
when they were starting, I mean they were just getting into the way of what they were doing but och I 
liked it fine and working along with experienced folk, it was fine. 

 

Q. Did you do the cleaning after that? 

A. I did the cleaning, uh-huh. Then the Post Office. I'm telling you, you just went round about what suited 
you. I tried to do it to suit, I had a son and a daughter at the school and I tried to suit that, suit their meal 
times so I could always see that they had their meals because they were both at the High School 
because I'll tell you truthfully I had a cousin in Falkirk that paid for Madge but it wasnae much and my 
husband paid for Munro at the High School. After that they stopped the payment. I mean anybody at 
another school could go if they had the qualifications but when they were in the Primary and that they 
did pay, no' an awfy lot though mind but my cousin paid for my daughter. It's Madge that's away out 
there. Munro he's down in England living. 

 

Q. Did you also go back to the Rubber Works? 

A. After the Post Office, aye. 

 

Q. What year was that? 

A. Well, the war finished a year or two it must have been about 1948 1 think I went back to the Rubber 
Works, or 1949 because we were in it for a wee while ‘til the men all got brought back again y'see. I 
went back to the Rubber Works because I had worked there in my single days. That's where I worked 
and I went back to my own job. 

 

Q. Was that full-time? 

A. Oh aye, because I wasnae far, just across the bridge. So I could manage the dinners and that sort of 
thing. Oh aye, you had to have your dinner especially when you had a family. They needed their dinner 
and they got used to their lunch at twelve o'clock. But I worked there right up ‘til I retired and I was sixty-
one when I retired but I retired to bring up Sandra. But they came up and asked me to come back 
several times. They had an order in for bladders which nobody else could make, because we made 
bladders and I was in gloves and it was hot water bottles as well and pots, chamber pots for an asylum 
in York. That was my first job and they had only to weigh a certain amount or else they were no use and 
they were, I don't know how they used them because there was no handles on them but that's what 
they were for, a place in York. But however, they brought one or two wee jobs up here likes of what we 
would call trimming, wee things I used to do if I wasnae busy they used to give me this job to do, the 
trimming. They brought it up to the house once or twice but och, they tried to coax me to go back but I 
never went back. 
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Q. You were part-time at one stage? 

A. That was when I was in Glasgow. Well, when I was back in I wasnae well at all and my foreman used to 
come and say, "Are you feeling alright? Lassies are saying you're no' looking well." Well I didnae feel 
well. However, I went to the doctor and I got word, I was out on the Friday to see the doctor and he said 
after the examination, [I could hear what he was saying] that he would let me know what he wanted me 
to do. Well, I knew it wasnae Stirling when he said that. So on the Tuesday I got word that I was to go 
into the David Elder, well the Western Infirmary they had put, but underneath then it was David Elder 
where the Western Infirmary had so many beds for the treatment I was to get, for radium treatment. So 
of course I went in to tell Duncan Mills. I waited ‘til he was testing gloves because we had a place for 
testing. We made gloves that could stand 2,000 volts, 20,000 volts and he was in testing gloves and I 
went in and I said to him that I wouldnae be in tomorrow because, and of course I started to mumble, 
y'know what like you are, you knew what you were going for, what you had and he started to weep as 
well. Y'know I couldnae get over it and he's saying, "Never mind, your job will be here for you. It'll no' 
matter how long you are." So I went away and right enough they were good to me. I mean, I worked 
what we called the bottle shop. There was no machinery where we were, it was all handmade rings and 
bottles and gloves and all that sort of thing in this department that I was in. 

 

Q. Did you say that you used to make floats? 

A. Aye, floats for the submarines and that. They made all kinds of floats. Some was that shape and you 
got them just a wee roll about that length. 

 

Q. A what? 

A. It was just a wee roll about, I could say about that much in diameter about ten feet long. They were 
different lengths or they would make other ones that were round. They were made of rubber and then 
covered with, <..pause..> it was cloth all done with varnish and then they were what we called 'cured', just 
like the bacon. They were cured and they were all cleaned up and tested before they were sent out. It 
depended, they were for mines seemingly. Oh, they made an awfy lot of them. I made one or two. 

 

Q. When was that you made them, was that before the war? 

A. Before the war, uh-huh they made them and when I went back they still made some but it was just 
maybe for the navy or the army. The war was finished then when we started because I was back on my 
gloves by this time. I used to make the gloves and I liked it. So then our boss, Mr. Gorst had died. It was 
Ian that took it over, his son, but Ian wasnae like his dad. It was a family firm to tell you the truth. Well, I 
had a brother and a sister in it and there was a great grandfather and a grandfather and a father and a 
grandson all in it one time and there was nobody I don't think, very, very few with just one person in it, 
y'know of a family. It was great when Mr. Gorst had it himself and it wasnae big paid but they done great 
and then when Ian took it over, Ian didnae have the same way with it. So eventually it was going down 
and he sold it and what was the name of the man that took it over? <..pause..> It was down in England, 
two men came from England before Porter took it. Porter didn't have it at that time, I cannae remember 
the firm that took it and they sort of changed things. They done away with making the hand gloves 
because they were too expensive, they were all getting moulded ones then and that done away 
because we had hundreds of pounds of forms and that. They done away with a lot of different jobs. So 
that was how these bladders, the bladders were just like small floats but no covering, no' any asbestos 
or anything on them. You just made them and they were cured and it was a rare job. Well, this was 
when I saw it was going the way it was. I said, "Och, I'll just leave." I was sixty-one anyway by that time 
but apart from the illness, when I was feeling a wee bit better, I was a year and nine months off, so you'll 
know. Ian Gorst come up to see me and he said, "If you like to come back part-time," they never had 
part time but he would let me part-time because my husband worked there, my sister, we had a long 
connection and I said, "Alright." So he said, "You can come in the afternoons, the place will be warm 
then," because that was in, y'see the factory it was warm but where we were we just had our own 
heating. So it was two pound 10/-d was my insurance money and I went back when I worked in the 
afternoon and I got two pound 12/6d but it was only 2/6d more but it didnae matter I felt I was getting 
stronger and you were meeting the folk. So I went a good while and then I maybe would go for so long 
earlier in the day and worked my way up to full-time again. I mean they were good but when the other 
firms come and then of course I was still getting part-time when there was a prefab to let across the 
road. So I went up to the Council and said to them, of course they knew folk when you're in the town a 
long time and I said, "Could I get flitted down there," because I was away up past, just where the centre 
is but further over this side the prefabs then and they gave me the prefab over there, number 5 it was. It 
was the third one there and the shops were there at that time and it was great because then I started 
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going in full-time. So then when this place was getting built you were getting put out the prefabs. I 
cannae remember the man that was in the house and come down to see me again and he says, "Is 
there any house you would really like," he must have known I was in the Western, the Beatson as well 
for a long time. I was twice in the Beatson after I was in the David Elder and I said, "I would like the 
middle flat," I wouldnae like a top flat but the middle flat. By this time I was a widow and my daughter 
and I. So I said I would like this one, now I wished I had taken the middle one there because it's 
different style of house. However, this is nice and I get a nice view so I got this one and I felt I was kinda 
lucky in a way getting it and we've had good neighbours here all the time. Well, we've all got our plans, 
our ropes when we come here. You got the plan and you used it, but if you wanted to use somebody 
else’s they let you, but I mean you didnae claim it. They were quite good at sharing our greens because 
we have wee ones there, where that side had good greens. However, we got it all sorted out. It got all 
sorted out through the Council and it's the best way to go through the Council. 

 

Q. You were saying at the end of the Second World War you remember the celebrations? 

A. Well, there was parties in the street and dancing in the street and music and of course there was 
different things held in halls. 

 

Q. How did you actually hear the war was over? 

A. Well, I cannae just remember now. We heard it was coming to an end right enough but I cannae just 
recollect that wee bit now, 

 

Q. It just got passed around by word of mouth? 

A. Aye, that's right. Of course we used to always, if there was anything in a letter sometimes we could see 
wee things and maybe hear how things was getting on but I'll tell you what we did, even during the war, 
is when I was in the Rubber Works we used to put together and have a wee dance and invite soldiers 
that was billeted round here and invited them in and gave them a good tea. I was in the Co-Operative 
Guild as well at that time and of course it was abandoned for the war for a while. Well, they did the 
same and I'll tell you where they were held. The Thistle Centre is on the place, there was a picture hall 
there and then there was a garage and there was a load of stairs up and there was a nice hall at the top 
and we used to get that hall for nothing for to give them their tea. Once we had it in the Douglas Hotel 
but I mean lots of folk did that for the soldiers that was maybe just back for a rest and billeted in Stirling. 
I mean you never knew them you just put word in to where they were and if they liked to come up and 
have a good meal and they got a good meal and one thing and another. 

 

Q. How did you manage with the rationing, was it quite difficult? 

A. Oh aye, it was. The only thing was sometimes my sister was in the country and she got a chance to get 
maybe one or two eggs and things like that or vegetables. 1/3d could buy you, I counted it up and 1/3d 
at that time bought you your rations and we could stand when the bananas come in, you'd stand 
queueing. It was a fruit shop next door to where that Amusement Centre is at the foot of Queen Street. 
It's a trophy place that's in there. You used to stand and queue in there if oranges or bananas came in, 
you would stand and queue for ages and ages. I mean with the likes of our job we were really lucky 
sometimes getting a chance and Allanpark Dairy it's no' there either now, it's along at Allanpark. We 
used to wait there to tell us when the eggs came in and we got three, that was off your ration. I think you 
managed no' bad, you just had to. It was surprising how you could do it but I think your ration, [that was 
what it came to] what you got was about 1/3d at that time. Of course things were changed, prices 
werenae the same then as what they are now. Look, what you pay for butter now, over a pound for a 
pound of butter. I mean it is when you think on it and tea and eggs and all that and the Co-Operative 
was in Cowane Street then and they used to have a box on the counter and you put this ticket in and we 
used to try and give it a lick so's it would stick at the side and when they would draw one out it used to 
be. <..pause..> (laugh) I mean there used to be great big queues but you didnae see queues in the 
butcher or anything much now. When I was young I used to run for my mother's butcher meat and my 
aunties and my cousins and you used to stand as long in the butcher's shop afore you could get your 
turn and I always mind of one awfy cold morning Chrissie Hutcheson was up for her mother. She went 
to school with me and she fainted with the cold and I was wishing I could faint too. (laugh) I mean it's 
great when you think back on the things that you done. I used to say, oh I thought she was lucky getting 
taken away home because she didn't have to stand in the queue! I mean we had a kinda hard life but 
apart from that it was a happy life. I was brought up in Bayne Street and I mean for all the houses that 
was in there it was great because the men used to come to the summertime and play at Rounders with 
us and the women would be sitting knitting. A lot of them if they knitted, brought their wee chairs and 
watched us and we used to play and the winter time when the snow was there anything did as a sledge. 
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If you werenae that well off and hadnae a sledge you took a shovel or something. We used to go up the 
length of where the wee garden is up the Wynd and we started from there. That was where the Mary 
Kirk was that I went to and we used to come right down Upper Bridge Street and there was no cars or 
buses across Cowane Street and there was no poles at Bayne Street and you went right down Bayne 
Street. Sometimes if you had a good sledge you got down the length of Spittal Myre Bowling Green 
gate but I mean you hadnae much money. Either that or the summertime we used to get an old 
cardboard box and they had a sand slide at the foot of Gowan Hill just as you go in on the left hand side 
and you used to slide down the sandy bunkers, we cried it. I mean these were pleasures to us because 
folk didnae have much money then. You didnae really have the money but these were great and we'd 
go up Bridge of Allan Glen with a picnic; though we were far away. We got up to Sherrifmuir, we used to 
go on a Sunday and there was one or two lads used to go up first and have the fire on and I've a 
photograph there and there's about seventy from Bayne Street all up Sherrifmuir. My mother made a big 
dumpling and they took a snap shot of her with the big dumpling. These were great days, they were. 
Then as we got an right enough there used to be Maggie Anderson and Mrs. lmrie and Aggie Cairns, 
[Aggie is still living yet, she must be awfy old Aggie] and by eleven o'clock at night they would go for a 
walk and we were allowed to go with them. By this time we were maybe fourteen or fifteen. We were 
allowed to go with them because we were with the women because my father was a great walker and 
Mr. lmrie was, and we used to go walking with them on a Sunday as well. Now they wouldnae walk the 
length of, <..pause..> we used to walk the length of Torwood and then go up the back road and then you 
come down the long line at Whins of Milton and there wasnae any buses, you had to walk. It was Mr. 
lmrie and Bella and Alice and sometimes Annie but there was always Bella and Alice and him and Dina 
the dog and there was my dad and our Peggy and me. My older sister she didnae walk so much but we 
used to like the walking. You didnae have so much work to do in the house. (laugh) Well, all in all we 
did have good fun.  

 

Q. Thanks very much. 
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Q. What year were you born? 

A. I was born in 1907 in Bonnyrigg. And I don't remember anything about that because all my childhood 
days were in Alloa, I was brought up there. That's as far back as I can mind and I went to school there 
and eh, the usual schooling but I think they were stricter then and we seemed to get more discipline 
than they get nowadays. One thing I will say, you came out of the school, you could spell, you could 
count, you could write, <..pause..> long before you left, you know. That was a must. And eh, we had 
games and we got dancing, music and we were opposite a park and in the summer we used to go to 
the park for lessons. That was a great thrill getting to sit out all day in the sun, you know. The teachers 
were really old time, you know, strict, <..pause..> but fair, they were very strict. 

 

Q. Well we come on to Primary School and your school days later on, but to stick to the actual 
questionnaire here. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. Oh, I just had one. 

 

Q. And how old were your parents when you were born? 

A. <..pause..>Oh, I couldnae tell you, to tell you the truth. 

 

Q. Roughly, just approximate guessing. 

A. They'd be in their thirties maybe. 

 

Q. And can you tell me what your father’s job was? 

A. Well he was in, <..pause..> as long as I can remember he was in the brewery in Alloa. He was a brewery 
worker. 

 

Q. And can you remember what his wage was? 

A. Oh, not very much. If it was two pound, or little over, that would be all. At that time they were very, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Just two pound a week? 

A. Yes, mm hmm. 

 

Q. And did he have any other jobs? 

A. No. no, no. 

 

Q. And did your mother work or anything before she was married? 

A. Oh before she married, yes, she was in; I think in Alva, in the mills up there. As far as, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And can you remember what kind of work she did? 

A. Oh I couldnae tell you what she did, no. 

 

Q. And did she work after she was married? 

A. No, no. Oh that was unheard of long ago, working after you were married. I mean there were very, very 
few went out and I mean we could have. But eh, even when I went to work, when you got married you 
were expected to leave. There was somebody ready to go into your place. You couldnae say I'm 
coming back, you just, that was, you expected to leave. 
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Q. So is it a kind of recent thing then, women going out to work after they’re married? 

A. Oh, I think so. I never heard of it, in my day they didnae go out. Not where I was anyway there werenae 
anybody. 

 

Q. And can you remember if your mother ever told you what wages she got for her work in the mill? 

A. No. She would have a lot less than I had, and I hadnae much. 

 

Q. And eh, she never told you about the hours she worked in the mill? 

A. Oh, they were long hours too. I think they were just about the same as I worked. From six, in the 
morninq. 

 

Q. And did your parents attend church? 

A. Mmm. Hmm. 

 

Q. So was that Church of Scotland? 

A. No. Baptist Church. 

 

Q. And did they regularly go to church every Sunday? 

A. Uh huh, oh yes, that was the done thing in these days. Nothing else ever on a Sunday. 

 

Q. So both your mother and father went to church then? 

A. Mmm Hmm. 

 

Q. And did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. No. They werenae politically minded at all. 

 

Q. So you don't know what parties they voted for? 

A. Oh I think everybody was Tory then. Very few Labour then because that was only beginning to come in. 
The majority of folk were all Tory voters. 

 

Q. So what did your parents do in their spare time? 

A. They maybe went visiting or had somebody in, that was about all. They didnae have much spare time 
by the time they finished their work. 

 

Q. Did your father go to any pubs or things? 

A. No he didnae drink, that was the funny thing, he worked there but he didnae drink. 

 

Q. And your mother did she go to the Women’s Guild? 

A. No. No she didnae go out much. She had a friend but she was very quiet and reserved. 

 

Q. So did your mother do a lot of knitting and sewing and things? 

A. Yes, she did a lot of knitting. 

 

Q. And did your parents take part in any sport? 

A. No. No. 

 

Q. Like football or? <..pause..> 

A. A wee bit, then there werenae so much of that. Not in their day. 
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Q. So what memories do you have of the house that you lived in when you were a child? Can you tell me 
how many rooms it had? 

A. Oh, just had a room and kitchen. That was all. 

 

Q. So you all shared a room for a communal bedroom? 

A. No the; it was a room and kitchen; the room had a bed place and the kitchen had two bed recesses. 
And I mind when I was wee I slept in the one bed and the other folk in the other and my brother in the 
room. 

 

Q. And did you have a bathroom? 

A. No we didnae even have a lavatory, it was a dry lavatory. 

 

Q. Was that outside? 

A. Outside away at the bottom of the garden. It was a dry lavatory even I had when I got married <..pause..> 
and that was years after that. No bathroom. Never had a bathroom 'til, oh, 'til I came to Stirling and I 
was up in Port Street. for years and we didnae have a bathroom there either, 'til I got that five apartment 
down the Raploch. 

 

Q.  And can you tell me what the washing arrangements were? Was there a wash-house? 

A. Oh, you had a wash-house but you just got a turn once a week or once a fortnight I think if there were a 
lot. It was a whole day's expedition, you would say, getting down to the wash-house. Because, well by 
that time I had a family. You'd to take the youngest down in a pram and by that time I was three stairs 
up. We'd to take the pram down all the stairs, take the kids down, take your washing down and if you 
were lucky your man lit the fire, before he went to work, in the wash-house, so that it was ready for you 
when the kids went to school. And you were still there at teatime. And I'm not the only one but the rest 
too were the same, after the days washing they put on a boiler of water and bathed all the kids, (laughs) 
because we didnae have a bathroom. 

 

Q. And so did you give your clothes a lot of rinses? Did you rinse them a lot? 

A. Oh we rinsed them, yes. Oh they were. I'll tell you straight, they were better washed than some of the 
folk that's got machines today. 

 

Q. And did you blue the whites? 

A. Oh yes, you had to put your wee thingmy of dolly-blue in to whiten them. It gave it a "miff" anyway 
whether it was white or not. 

 

Q. And did you scrub the collars and things? 

A. Oh yes, I had a scrubbing board. 

 

Q. A scrubbing board? 

A. I just got rid of my scrubbing board the other week. And my daughter-in-law says, "You know what I 
could do with? A scrubbing board," she says, "I like to scrub the socks on them." I says, "Well have 
mine then" so I gave it to her. So I had it all these years. 

 

Q. And did you use big bars of soap? 

A. Uh huh. Yellow soap. 

 

Q. Can you remember what the soap was called? The brand name of it? 

A. Oh, there were two or three soaps, there were Red Carbolic and White Windsor. 

 

Q. So did anyone else besides your parents and your brother live in the house? 

A. No. 
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Q. A lodger or anything? 

A. Oh, we hadnae room for a lodger. (laughs) 

 

Q. So did your mother do all the housework? 

A. Mmm. Hmm. All the housework, a room and kitchen just like this, you know. 

 

Q. And was the washing sent out? No you did, <..pause..> 

A. No, no. A wash-house just like the one that I had. 

 

Q. Did your mother make the family's clothes? 

A. No. She just knitted. 

 

Q. So did you get many new clothes? 

A. No we didnae get a lot. We got when we needed them. But we didnae; <..pause..> You know how 
nowadays when they see something they get it, if it's in the fashion. No, no, if you didnae need it you 
didnae get it! 

 

Q. So shoes, did you get many new shoes? 

A. Only when we needed them too, Mmm hmm, we never got anything unless; Wait I’ll tell you the truth, 
the folk couldnae afford it, you didnae get it unless you were needing it. 

 

Q. And can you remember back, did father help you mother with any of the jobs in the house? 

A. Oh maybe going for coal and things like that but; and breaking sticks, you know, it was all coal fires. It 
was the only thing I mind. 

 

Q. Did he look after the children or do any of the repairs about the house? 

A. Oh yes, a repair or anything that was needing done. 

 

Q. So did he used to read to you and tell you stories? 

A. Oh no! Oh no! I read myself. 

 

Q. So did you yourself have any jobs to do around the house when you were young? 

A. Oh well, we did messages and, <..pause..> and I mind one house we were in I used to wash the stair, not 
that they made me wash the stair but I had a great notion I’d love to scrub the stairs. (laughs) That's 
what I used to do, maybe they werenae done right but I'd done them. 

 

Q. And your brother, did he do housework as well? 

A. No. 

 

Q. He didn't? 

A. Oh no. They didnae do that in these days. Of course he was such older than me and as I can remember 
he was out working, you know. 

 

Q. So did you continue to do messages and things like that after school? 

A. Oh yes. Uh huh. 

 

Q. And can you remember what kind of meals you had when you were young? 

A. Oh very plain. Well you got scones and that baked, but you didnae get, you know, the cakes that they're 
getting nowadays and all these things. But eh, plain but good fare. 

 

Q. So was it a lot of soups and stews? 

A. Soup and porridge and stews and things like that. 
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Q. And did you have anything different on Sunday? 

A. Oh that was the day you had ham and egg, on Sunday but not through the week. 

 

Q. And did your mother eat well or did she take less and give more to the family? 

A. No I think we all had about the same, you know. 

 

Q. And can you remember where your parents used to do their shopping? 

A. Co-Operative. Everything was Co-Operative in these days, in Alloa anyway. It was a great Co-Operative 
place. 

 

Q. So did you go shopping with your mother and father? 

A. In fact I used to go the messages for; <..pause..> we got a house in the Main Street and it was right 
opposite the Co-Operative. So I just used to be sent across the street for them. 

 

Q. Where did your parents buy things like furniture and clothes, did they? <..pause..> 

A. Oh that was Co-Operative. Everything, they'd every branch of Co-Operative there. I never remember 
going any other place. 

 

Q. And eh, did you celebrate special occasions like birthdays? 

A. No. You just knew it was your birthday, that was all, you never, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you get a wee present or anything? 

A. No. no. 

 

Q. Or a card? 

A. Well there were no cards in these days. Not such a thing as a birthday card. No, no. 

 

Q. Did you have a birthday party then maybe? 

A. Are you kidding a birthday party! It took us to keep ourselves, never mind have a party. 

 

Q. So did you have anything special then, say at Christmas time? 

A. Oh, they'd steak pie and made a huge dumpling and that, but not cakes like what they have nowadays, 
you know. 

 

Q. And did you have Christmas presents? 

A. No. You only got your stocking filled. There were nobody gave presents, the folk couldnae afford to give 
presents. 

 

Q. So what would you get in stocking then? 

A. If you were lucky you'd maybe got a doll, but usually it was just a wee thing and an orange and an apple 
and that was it, and you were quite pleased. Not like nowadays when you have computers, as I tell my 
grandchildren. (laugh) I says there were no computers when I was your age. 

 

Q. And so did your parents ever play any games with you when you were young? 

A. No I used just to play. I can't remember any of them doing that, they were more staid in these days 
<..pause..> than they are nowadays. 

 

Q. And eh, did you have books to read? 

A. Oh I had plenty books, and I used to go to the library. I think that's where I got my love for reading. 

 

Q. So what kind of books did-you used to read when you were wee? 
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A. Oh the ‘Wide, Wide World’ <..pause..> and I don't think it's in print now. That was a great book. I cannae 
mind, I read it as many times, but, I cannae mind the author. But that was a lovely book for bairns. 

 

Q. And did you read any newspapers and magazines or anything? 

A. The Children’s Newspaper. 

 

Q. Was that what it was called? 

A. It came out then, ‘The Children’s Newspaper’. We used to get it at the school. That's where we had it 
first and then I used to buy it after that. And you got all the current; it was like, you know, current affairs 
nowadays, put into language for bairns. I don.'t know if they have it yet or not. 

 

Q. So were you taken out visiting the neighbours and friends and relations? 

A. Oh yes, there were always plenty of relations. That's how you passed your time. There werenae any 
television or anything. 

 

Q. And did you, ever have any holidays? 

A. Once I remember going to someplace in Fife. That was years and years ago, I can just remember 
going. you know, to a seaside place. 

 

Q. And how long would that be for? 

A. Oh, a week. Because remember there were no holiday pays in these days you just got, <..pause..> that 
was idle time. When it came your holiday, that was you paid off and you didnae have a wage 'til you 
went back for a week. 

 

Q. So did all the family go to this place in Fife? 

A. No I just went, because as I say, he was much older. 

 

Q. And did you stay in a guest house or something? 

A Oh somebody that took boarders or something like that. 

 

Q. Can you tell me how you used to spend Sundays when you were a child? 

A. (laughs) Church; you went into the church and a long walk in the afternoon. You never did anything, you 
werenae allowed to, <..pause..> you couldnae go outside and play and do the things they do now. Never 
on a Sunday. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to read a newspaper? <..pause..> 

A. You know, I remember when the Sunday papers came in first <..pause..> and a lot of folk wouldn't buy 
them. Oh it was terrible if you read a Sunday newspaper at first, 'til folk began to get used to them. But, I 
mind when oh, that was terrible if you bought a Sunday newspaper. 

 

Q. So you went to the Baptist Church then when you were a child and eh, did they have Sunday Schools? 

A. Mmm. Hmm. Oh yes we'd Sunday School. I went to the Sunday School and they had a sort of; they had 
a choir, you know, that you went to during the week and trips and things like that. We used to have quite 
a nice time there. 

 

Q. And do you remember the Band of Hope? 

A. Yes, but we didn't go much to the Band of Hope. I've been, but we didn't go regular <..pause..> to that. 

 

Q. What kind of things happened when you went to the Band of Hope? What did you do? 

A. Oh they just sang hymns and got a wee talk and you got tea and a cake or something, you know, and 
eh, that sort of thing. 

 

Q. And did you have different clothes on Sundays? 
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A. Oh yes, you'd a; well you had a different coat or a dress or something, you know. 

 

Q. So were you taught to say prayers at night when you were a child? 

A. Well we werenae taught at home because we got them every day, every day in school. I don't know 
whether they do it now, but you got Religious Instruction from nine to nine thirty every morning in life, 
and hymn singing, which I don't think they get now. 

 

Q. And was religion important to you as a child? 

A. I think it was important to everybody then. They seemed to be more, well, you know, something about 
religion then that they don't have now. 

 

Q. And when you were a child did you play with the neighbours or your brother? 

A. Oh yes. No I played with the others, girls, the neighbours. Mmm, hmm. 

 

Q. And what kind of games did you play? 

A. Oh the usual, Hide and Seek and Peevers and Skipping Ropes and all these things, you know. 

 

Q. And what kind toys did you have? 

A. Oh I had a doll and I had a pram, not prams like they have nowadays, it was a sort of basketwork chair 
thing, you know, and a doll. But I never mind anybody having teddy bears like what they have now, it 
was just usually dolls. 

 

Q. And were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Och yes! I was never nothing else. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you ever climb trees or anything Like that? 

A. Not so much trees, but we used to go to the park a lot, but we didnae climb, we didnae. <..pause..> And 
we didnae destroy anything the way they do now. I mean you know how they get the, <..pause..> Well I 
know down here they get the trees and they've got them all vandalised. We would never have thought 
on doing that. 

 

Q. And did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Yes. They played together too, just the same. 

 

Q. And were you allowed to play games with anyone you liked or were you discouraged from playing with 
certain people? 

A. No, no, no. Well round about I knew everybody and they knew us and <..pause..> 

 

Q. Do you remember any of the songs you used to sing when you were skipping? 

A. That ‘Coulter’s Candy’ I think. 

 

Q. And did you have any hobbies like walking or cycling? 

A. Oh, I didn't have a bike, we werenae as well off as have a bike. But we walked a lot, and we always 
walked a lot up 'til recently,I can hardly walk now. 

 

Q. And did you collect things like scraps? 

A. Oh yes. Scraps was a great thing. You cannae get scraps now. I heard somebody was visiting me and 
they were looking for scraps and they couldnae get them. 

 

Q. So what kind of scraps did you collect? 

A. Oh, yon sort of angel things, you know. Angels and Santa Claus and, <..pause..> 
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Q. Flowers? 

A. Flowers and all that sort of thing. 

 

Q. And did you keep any pets? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. And did you take part in any sport when you were young? 

A. Just the school things and it wasnae sport like it is nowadays, you know. 

 

Q. And did you belong to the Brownies or Guides? 

A. Guides. 

 

Q. The Guides, so did you go away camping then, in the summer? 

A. No, I don’t mind of going camping, no. Maybe couldn't afford to go. 

 

Q. Did you do any badges like eh, First Aid, with the Guides or anything? 

A. Yes and Good Housekeeping or something. How I got it I don't know. 

 

Q. Did you go to the pictures as well? 

A. Uh huh. Not every week but we went. It was only a penny then of course, to go. 

 

Q. And what kind of films did you; see? 

A. Oh eh, Charlie Chaplin and all these; Laurel and Hardy I think, and a lot of other old pictures I wouldn't 
know now, you know. But eh, oh, you got your moneys worth then. 

 

Q. And did your parents. give you any pocket money? 

A. Oh yes you got money. Maybe tuppence or, <..pause..> if it was tuppence that would be all. 

 

Q. So what did you spend it on? 

A. Maybe four of something for a ha'penny, you know, so that you had quite a lot for your penny, <..pause..> 
by the end of the day. 

 

Q. And what kind of sweets did they have then?  

A. Oh <..pause...> Soor Plooms, I mind, and eh, sort of caramel things and things like that. 

 

Q. Have a lot of the sweets disappeared now? The old fashioned sweets. 

A. Oh yes! The old fashioned sweets have all gone. But mind you, you didn't get a lot of sweets, not like 
what I see my grandchildren getting. 'Cause they seem to get far too many things now. <..pause..> In that 
sort of thing anyway. It's not good for them. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you went to school? 

A. Five. 

 

Q. And was it just a Primary School? 

A. Mmm. Hmm. Oh well, that wasnae, <..pause..> that was everything because it was Primary and then you 
finished up there at the Supplementary, there wasnae the Secondary Schools when I left, and eh, when 
you passed the Supplementary that was you, you were fourteen, and that was you, <..pause..> left. 

 

Q. So what did you think of the school? 

A. Oh I liked the school, yes I liked the school. 
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Q. And did you like the teachers? 

A. Oh some, and some I didnae. 

 

Q. Were they strict? 

A. Very strict, very strict, but as I say you came out and you knew. <..pause..> The only thing I didnae like 
was eh, you were belted for, you know more than three errors, it was out on the floor, for everything. 
With the result if you werenae good. I was alright at the spelling and that, but I wasn't too hot at the 
sums, there werenae a day passed but you got belted. I didnae mind if it was for something or mischief 
making or something but I used to think it was wrong that you got belted because you couldnae do the 
thing. And I'll tell you they didnae take time, they wouldnae. <..pause..> They never went over it much, 
you know. They didnae explain it much after, if you were wrong you were wrong. They just seemed to, 
alright you can't do it therefore your not shown, you know. 

 

Q. Did you get the strap then? 

A. I was always getting the strap! 

 

Q. And what subjects were you taught at school? 

A. Oh, English, Arithmetic, eh, History, Geography. The same, well not just as much as the day but all the 
ones that you needed. 

 

Q. Did you get Needlework? 

A. Oh you got Needlework and you got Cookery. We went to a separate place and you got Cookery and 
Housekeeping. It was laid out like a house and you all got your different rooms, bedroom or kitchen and 
whatever to clean out and I mind eh, that was a Miss Aikman she was very good. We used to love going 
up there. We went there two days a week <..pause..> for Domestic Science. 

 

Q. So did boys get Domestic Science? 

A. Not in these days, no. They got Woodwork. 

 

Q. And did you do Science at all? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Like Chemistry or? <..pause..> 

A. No. Oh no! No. 

 

Q. What did you wear to school? 

A. Just what we wore every day. We didnae have a uniform or a blazer, nothing like that. 

 

Q. So what would you be dressed in then? 

A. Maybe a skirt and a jumper or a dress 

 

Q. And were you all dressed alike? 

A. Oh no, oh no. Folk: couldnae afford to do that, they just came with what they had. 

 

Q. But could you tell if people were really poor by what they were wearing? 

A. Och yes! Some of them couldnae come to school, they hadnae boots. They couldnae come <..pause..> in 
the winter's day. 

 

Q. Did people there go barefoot? 

A. Some did. 

 

Q. In the summertime or all the time? 



 658 

A. In the summer, in the summer. Not all the time. That was stopped because I think some of them, it 
came that, I don't know, some board of something used to supply them with boots if they were, you 
know, really needing them they got them. But they had to be desperate I think before they got them. 

 

Q. And so what did you do at play times? 

A. Oh just played at games and Tig and one thing or another, and then some didnae go home for their 
dinner if they were too far away and it wasn't a packed lunch, as they get nowadays, it was a piece. 
Maybe a piece and jam or something and that was it ‘til they went home at night. They just had to sit in 
the school shed and eat it. There werenae any place like what there is nowadays. 

 

Q. So you said that you were fourteen when you left school. Would you have stayed on longer if you had 
had the chance? 

A. Oh yes, if I’d had the chance, but I don’t think many had the chance then. There wasnae any place we 
could go. 

 

Q. Did you attend any part-time education after that like night school or things? 

A. There were very few night classes in these days. i cannae remember there being any. 

 

Q. So while you were at school, did you have a part-time job? 

A. Oh no. 

 

Q. So what was your first full-time job? 

A. When I left? When I left I went, well I suppose it would be like a Home Help nowadays but they didnae 
say Home Helps in these days. I went to this old lady eh, and eh, they had a chemist shop, I didnae 
work in the shop I worked in the house from nine o'clock to four and did everything you know. 

 

Q. So you were a general daily then? 

A. That was it. Seven and six <..pause..> a week. But eh, och I didnae, it was too quiet for me. I didnae like it 
much so I moved on <..pause..> to better things I hope! I went to the grocer shop as a message girl that 
was ten shillings a week and eh. <..pause..> 

 

Q. How many hours did you work at the grocer’s? 

A. At the grocer’s? Nine 'til six. Nine in the morning 'til six at night. And I used to have to take the; you got 
your note book and your pencil and you set off in the morning to all the customers, and take their 
orders. And I used to go to where, <..pause..> it's the Mar Estate, maybe you'll not know it, that's down in 
Alloa where Lady Mar lived then. They lived in the big mansion house then and all the ground round 
them, they lived there. But now that's covered with Council houses. They sold it and they don't live there 
now. And there were three lodges and I had to go to the three. There were one in the town, one half 
way out the town and the other one there at Clackmannan. And I had to do that every other morning, go 
and get their orders then go back and take them back to them. And they used to bottle their, whisky, 
some; it must have been his own brand that he done. And I used to have to go to the rag store and 
collect all these bottles, you know, come back and wash them and label them all. I used to hate that! 
And then he'd put his whisky in them and then when the cheeses came in, you know, the, <..pause..> the 
<..pause..> cheese cloth on it, you'd to take that off and scrub it, oh, I used to hate these jobs. 

 

Q. And so both of these jobs, the work for the chemist and also at the grocers, how did you get your job? 
Was it advertised in the newspaper? 

A. Mmm, hmm, yes it'd be advertised in the local paper. And then I got the chance of a job in the Mill and I 
left that and went there so I went to the spinning. 

 

Q. So can you describe your work then? 

A. Oh, it was a great big long machine, oh, twice the length of this house, with rollers and big spikes at the 
top. And on these spikes they put great big <..pause..> reels you would say, about this height filled with 
thick wool. And they went on the spikes. And they went through these rollers, you'd take the wool and it 
went through all these, one through every roller. And they went into tiny wee bobbins well, not tiny wee, 
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about that height. And it came out thin, fine like thread. Started off thick and it came out thin and you 
had well over a hundred of these. And you, <..pause..> when they broke you had to join them up. 

 

Q. So how did you get the job in the Mill? 

A. Oh, just somebody spoke for me, somebody that I know. And then when the machine, when they filled 
them up you stopped the machine and there were about two dozen girls came and emptied them all. 
And took the full ones off and put the empty ones on, that was known as, they were known as ‘doffers’. 
And eh, that's what we did, what I did. But eh, there were loads of these lassies. 

 

Q. And how did you learn the job? Did you just learn on the job? 

A. Well you see, these doffers that I'm talking about that emptied them, you was on that job for a. while. 
And then you watched the ones that had the machine. And you got a turn and then when they thought 
that you could take a machine you got one, you know. 

 

Q. And what hours did you work? 

A. Six in the morning until quarter to six at night. I went at six and you'd work to half past seven and then 
they had a break. They had a place, it wasn't a canteen it was a hall, they only made tea in it though. 
And you either took a piece or there were a wee bakers outside the mill and you could either buy rolls or 
take your piece and you got tea there free and then you went back at eight o'clock and worked 'til half 
past twelve. Then you'd a dinner from half past twelve to half past one then you went back at half past 
one and worked 'til quarter to six. 

 

Q. And did you have any holidays with pay? 

A. Not at that time, no. 

 

Q. So what were you paid? 

A. Oh well, when I left; I don't mind what I started with but when I left I'd thirty shillings. 

 

Q. So was that a piece wage? 

A. No. No that wasnae piece-work. 

 

Q. Did you get a wage rise at all? 

A. Oh I must have before I left because eh, I think you'd only about fifteen shilling when you started, you 
know. 

 

Q. And did you feel it was a fair wage that you got? 

A. Oh I didnae think about that, everybody was just earning the same you know. That was the wage that 
everybody got. 

 

Q. And the wage that you got, did you give the money to your mother? 

A. Oh yes, in these days there were none of this just paying you digs, everything was handed in. 

 

Q. And did she give you a wee drop of pocket money back? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So what did you spend the money on? 

A. Oh, maybe pictures or sweeties or something like that. 

 

Q. And so you still lived at home then? 

A. Och a lot of; nobody left home in these days, you didnae want to do that. You stayed with them until you 
got married. And when I was in the Mill too: I wasn't old enough, they wanted volunteers for Tasmania, 
they opened a mill out in Tasmania, Paton. And there were about thirty or forty volunteers but you’d to 
be over twenty before you could go. I suppose right enough, it was away on the other side of the world, 
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and I remember that time I think nearly the whole of the town was out seeing them off. There were a 
special train for them to London before they got on the ship to Tasmania, and I think they could do two 
years but I don't remember ever, any one of them coming back, they all got married out there. 

 

Q. And coming back to work in the Mill, did men and women work together? 

A. Some did, but not where I was, it was all girls. 

 

Q. And what other jobs were there in the mill? 

A. Well there was the dyeing and there was the twisting and the spinning and the weaving, all different. 

 

Q. And how did you get on with other people you worked with? 

A. Oh I got on very well. We used to get on great. 

 

Q. And could you talk or relax at all? 

A. Oh you could talk, as long as you were working you could talk. 

 

Q. And was there a Work’s Club or anything? Did you go on outings? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. And how did you feel your employer treated you? 

A. Well it was only; when we went there they went in with Baldwin, it was just Paton when we were there. 
And I always thought that when they were on their own they were better than when Baldwin came in. 
You started to get all the English men as foremen and one thing and another, you know. Before it was 
all Scotsmen, but when they took over it I noticed all the English men came up here. 

 

Q. And was there a Trade Union? 

A. There must have been a Union, there must have been a Union yes. 

 

Q. So were you a member then? 

A. I don't think so. I cannae remember. I don't think so. 

 

Q. And how did you like the work..? 

A. Oh I liked the work, yes! 

 

Q. So how long did you stay in the Mill for? 

A. I was there 'til I was married, mmm, hmm. 

 

Q. And was it usual to stay on or leave when you got married? 

A. Oh no! You didnae get the chance to stay on, there were somebody ready to go into you job. 

 

Q. So would you have preferred another type of occupation? 

A. Yes if I could have got one, but, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What would you liked to have worked as? 

A. I would rather I went into an office or something like that. But I didn't have Shorthand and Bookkeeping. 

 

Q. So after your work in the mill, you just concentrated all your time to looking after the home? 

A. Mmm, hmm. 

 

Q. You didn't go back to work? 

A. No you didn't. As I said you didnae get the chance to go back. 
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Q. And so going back to when you were living at home, when you started your full-time work, did starting 
full-time work change your relationship with your parents at all? 

A. No, no. Just the same. 

 

Q. And how much money did you have to spend on yourself? 

A. Oh I think we got about two and six then, in the old money, you know. 

 

Q. And how did you manage your money? Did you spend most on food? 

A. Oh you mean my wages that went into the house? Oh yes, well I didnae manage that, my parents 
managed that. 

 

Q. And so did you go to any dances or things like that? 

A. No I wasnae one for dancing much. 

 

Q. Did you play Whist or anything? 

A. No I didnae play Whist but, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies or go to concerts? 

A. I went to concerts and things like that. I liked concerts. 

 

Q. And eh, did you still religiously go to church? 

A. Not so much. 

 

Q. So did religion mean more to you or less to you after you were a child? 

A. Oh I wouldnae say it meant less, but I didnae go so much as I usually did, you know. But I believe 
religion meant just the same to me. 

 

Q. And did you ever go on holiday when you were working? 

A. Oh yes I went on holiday. I mind we went to Portobello once, two other girls and I, for a week. 

 

Q. And did you make new friends? 

A. Mmm, hmm. 

 

Q. So did you all have a place where you all congregated and met up? 

A. Well there was a Girls' Club that we went to but it wasnae anything to do with the work. But we all used 
to go there and there was, you know, lots of entertainment, concerts and one thing and another. 

 

Q. And were there any special places where men and women could meet each other to socialise? 

A. No, and there wasnae the going into pubs like what there is now. That was unheard of. 

 

Q. So did your parents expect to know where you were at a certain time? 

A. Oh yes, like the rest. Though mind you we were in at ten o'clock and that was it. You’d never dare being 
out after that. 

 

Q. And did you have to be in at a certain time? 

A. That's what I’m saying, ten pm that was you, that was your lot. 

 

Q. So what age were you when you married? 

A. Twenty one. 
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Q. So what age was your husband then? 

A. About twenty two. 

 

Q. And how long had you known your husband for? 

A. About three year. 

 

Q. And how did you meet? 

A. We met up in Stirling in fact. It was a friend of mine, we were at the Alhambra, we were coming out of 
there when she spoke to this chap that she knew and my husband was with him, not that I knew that at 
that time, but eh, and she; this chap Introduced us to him and that was that. 

 

Q. So-where did he come from, was he from Stirling? 

A. Stirling, yes. 

 

Q. So was he from the same sort of background as yourself? 

A. Mmm, hmm. 

 

Q. And eh, did you get engaged? 

A. Mmm, hmm. 

 

Q. So eh, how did you manage to get things like furniture and household things for setting up home? 

A. Oh we didnae get a lot of new stuff, you know. I mind we got a chest of drawers from my folk and he got 
something from his, and that. We didnae, there wasnae much bought. There was, I mind there was a 
new sideboard and presents. We got the like of that clock, we got from the work. That's fifty nine year 
old this year and it's never stopped up to now. It's never went since he died, and eh, things like that we 
got. Of course that was in the Co-Operative Hall too, everything was Co-Operative when we got 
married. 

 

Q. And was a lot of it wedding presents then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you get a lot of wedding presents? 

A. We got a lot of wedding presents, but not like they get now. It was towels and maybe dishes, and wee 
things. Of course as I say, folk couldnae afford to give you big things, <..pause..> and you didnae look for 
it! And they were talking about, my grandchildren were talking about the cost of weddings. Hers. was 
about a thousand I think. I says to her, "Do you know how much mine was?" She says "No." I says "Five 
pound." I says, "There was no cake, granted, and no photographs." but I says, "Everybody got a steak 
pie, sit down tea and eh, tea and that." But that was what it was. Five pound. They laughed. 

 

Q. So could you describe the wedding? 

A. I think there'd be about forty to fifty there. 

 

Q. And was it a church wedding? 

A. No it was a, <..pause..> Well the minister came to the Hall. Everything was in the Co-Operative Hall. 
Weddings, Friday night. Two and six for the hire of the hall and the rest you got yourself. And eh, in 
these days you know how everybody takes their own taxi for going to a wedding, or their car now, you 
had to send a taxi for your guests. And I think we had a taxi that went round Hillfoots and everything. I 
don't think it was two pound, and that was going round all these distances. You wouldnae get up the 
street for that now. 

 

Q. The reception - was there a dance afterwards with music? 

A. Oh yes, there was music, yes. 
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Q. Was it live music? A band pIaying? 

A. Eh, was it now? It was a violin and an accordion. That was the music. 

 

Q. So was it Scottish country dancing then? 

A. Oh it was, yes everything, waltzes and ‘Dashing White Sergeant’, all these things, yes. 

 

Q. And what did you wear? 

A. I had a, it wasnae white, it was beige coloured frock done with pale blue and beige stockings and shoes 

 

Q. And did you have a honeymoon? 

A. No. We went right to our house, the first house we had in Tullibody. Couldnae afford a honeymoon. 

 

Q. Going back to what you wore. Did you have a bridal bouquet? 

A. Mmm, hmm. 

 

Q. And did your wedding cake have favours on it? 

A. I didnae have a wedding cake. 

 

Q. Oh no? 

A. No. Not for that money. 

 

Q. So what did you have instead of a wedding cake? 

A. Just cakes and things. 

 

Q. Did you have flowers? 

A. Yes, and he made the bouquet. I mind it was Christmas Roses and Chrysanths I think. 

 

Q. So that was the reception, and you went straight to Tullibody to live. 

A. To my single-end, a wee single-end it was. It had two bed recesses in it and we curtained one of them 
off to make it into a sort of washing, changing place, you know. And eh, it was a dry lavatory away at 
the bottom of the garden, a wee white-washed place. It was down a wee street, it's down now. South 
Street was the name of it, it belonged to one of the directors in the Mill, and we heard it was going to be 
‘To let’ so we went after it and we got it. And oh it was really; I don't think it had been done up for years 
and years, it was green paint, you know, yon lavatory style. Right up, I says "Oh dear!" 

 

Q. Was it a dark green colour or a light green? 

A. Dark. And I’d never papered in my life, neither had he! So his folk were elderly and so were mine, we 
didnae get any help there, so we had just got to bash in and do it ourselves, and we did it with light 
paper and it was beautiful when it was done up. And I remember the first time she came for her rent, it 
was five pound a year, and she looked round and she says,. “I wouldn’t believe,” she says “I’m in the 
same house.” She says, “I’ll have to tell Mr. so and so to put he rent up.” 

 

Q. So what was husband’s job? 

A. Rubber work, rubber work always was. 

 

Q. And what was his wage? 

A. Whew! I think it would be about three pound in these days. he used to cycle from there to the Rubber 
Work. 

 

Q. And did you have any children? 

A., Oh yes, later on. Not for about a couple of years though. I'll tell you what I did have, six weeks after I got 
married, I took diptheria and I landed in the Isolation Hospital in Alloa and I was in there for three weeks 
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I think. And looking back I used to laugh then. You know when they visited you they didn't get in. You 
didn't get into isolation wards. They had to come to the window of the ward and all the visitors used to 
come up, and you used to have to go to the window. I used to feel like a monkey, (laughs) with them all 
looking in. 

 

Q. So how many children did you have? 

A. Ten. 

 

Q. Ten children? 

A. Mmm, hmm. 

 

Q. And can you remember all their names? 

A. Mmm hmm. I had three boys, three girls, three boys and a girl there was: Bill, Oliver and Harry, Grace, 
no <..pause..> Jean, Grace and Joyce <..pause..> and eh, I've got to think, eh, Kenneth, Douglas, Angus 
and Isobel. 

 

Q. And did you know anything about birth control then? 

A. You! <..pause..> (laughs) I'm not answering that. 

 

Q. So there was no birth control advice available then? 

A. <..pause..> 

 

Q. But you were happy with the number of children you had? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. And did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. Oh, not at first I didnae. 

 

Q. Were you given any books to read, or told? 

A. There were no such things as books, no, then they didnae tell you anything. They came and did the job 
and that was it. Thirty shillings for the District Nurse and three guineas for the doctor and that was you. 

 

Q. And were all your children born at home?  

A. Mmm, hmm. 

 

Q. So what was the procedure if you had a child that was going to be born at home? 

A. Oh, just had to prepare everything yourself, you know. Like if you go into the hospital it's all ready for 
you, but you'd have sheets and things and eh, bed and water and it wasnae handy because you didnae 
have a bathroom or anything. You had to heat all your water on the stove if you had one, and that sort 
of thing. But I'll tell you, they waited with you, I'll. give them their due, they didnae, like the infirmaries, 
go away, as I hear some of them, you know, and come back. They waited all the time, even the doctor. 
If he would come, he would wait <..pause..> ‘til you were, <..pause..> 

 

Q. <..pause..> So what was the procedure? Did you ring for the District Nurse or something like that or send 
for her? 

A. Oh, you sent for her, yes, mm, hmm. 

 

Q. And then did the midwife come? 

A. Yes, that's her. that's what I mean. 

 

Q. The District Nurse? 

A. Yes she, oh, she wasn't a District Nurse, she was just a midwife. Mmm, hmm. 
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Q. And so what happened when the children were born? Did you get help with the washing and shopping 
and meals? 

A. No you didnae get help, if you had a good neighbour, that was it. But your man just had to do all that. 

 

Q. And did you have any medical supervision at the birth, did the doctor come? 

A. Oh, the doctor waits, yes, the doctor waited. 

 

Q. And how did you feed your first baby? 

A. Oh I breast fed them all. 

 

Q. And if you needed advice, would you turn to the nurse or doctor, or your mother? 

A. Well there was a sort of, well she was a nurse that came round, the Welfare woman came round after, 
for, every month I think she came to see how the baby was getting on, and you. 

 

Q. And did your husband have a lot to do with the children when they were young? 

A. Mmm, hmm. 

 

Q. What kind of things did he used to do? Did he use to bathe them and change their nappies? 

A. Oh yes, and he took them out a lot. 

 

Q. How did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 

A. Oh I got the money and I managed. If you didnae manage, that was it. 

 

Q. Did you know how much your husband earned? 

A. Mmm, hmm. 

 

Q. And how much would he give you? 

A. Oh I got it all and I just gave him something back. 

 

Q. So did you pay the bills? 

A. Everything, yes. 

 

Q. And so you decided how the money should be spent, say on food and clothes and furniture and things 
like that? 

A. We had nowhere to put that because it was always needed. 

 

Q. And how did you manage when your husband was ill or out of work? 

A. We just had to manage. I mind once he was off, he’d broke his arm on the, with the machine at the 
work, the only time I think he was off and he was off oh, a good number of weeks because he had to 
have a pin in it and it wasnae, you know, mending, and I was absolutely stuck so he says, "I'll go up to 
this Parish place and get something." So they offered him I think it was five shillings, he says, but you'll 
require to pay it when you go back to your work. He says, "Well dinnae bother" he says, "we've 
managed without it we'll manage now." 

 

Q. And so did you ever feel you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Did I ever feel; we struggles all our days. It was a struggle all the time. 

 

Q. How did you manage then? 

A. You just had to :manage. If you didnae have it, you just had to do without. 

 

Q. Did you get help from the family or anyone? 
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A. What family? There was just us. 

 

Q. So if any neighbours were ill or confined to bed, did friends and neighbours help out? 

A. Oh yes, they did. They helped us and we helped them. We had really good neighbours. 

 

Q. In the days when you were growing up as a child right through to the days that you were married then? 

A. Mmm, hmm. Right. <..pause..> Uh-huh. 

 

Q. And eh, what kind of medical care was there at the time that you were growing up in, if you were ill? Did 
eh, the doctor; was the doctor only sent for as a last resort, you know, did you wait? 

A. Oh yes, you waited. Only it was three and six if he came to you, I think and three shillings if you went to 
him. But we had a really good doctor. He was very good. 

 

Q. Was he friendly? 

A. Oh very friendly, not like nowadays. I mean he knew you, when he spoke to you he knew your name, he 
called you by your name, not like these doctors that don't know who you are when you go in, you know. 
Oh no. He was a gem of a man, so was the nurse. 

 

Q. And where you lived did all the people have the same standard of living or would you say some were 
better off? 

A. No I think we were all about the same. 

 

Q. So following from that. Do you consider yourself to be a member of a particular class, like the middle 
class or working class? 

A. Oh, working class. 

 

Q. And why do you consider yourself to be a member of the working class? 

A. Well we've had to work all our days and didnae have much money. 

 

Q. And did people do their shopping mostly at local corner shops or did they go to town? 

A. Well by this time I was in Stirling, up in what is, I don't know if you’ll know it; what was known as Crystal 
Palace. Do you know where the car park is at Rossleigh's? Well there were three, <..pause..> there were 
a big building up there with eight tenants in each close. That's where we lived for over twenty year. We 
all done our shopping at - do you know where the big paint shop is now, at the front, a big paint shop at 
the end of Port Street, paper and paint? Well that used to be Starkey the Grocer’s, and we did all our 
shopping there <..pause..> 'cause you got it all week; you paid it at the end of the week. And he was the 
only grocer that I know that sent, a Christmas box to kids at Christmas time. But you got anything from 
him. And in the war time I had no bother, you know how fruit was rationed? You couldnae get fruit, 
oranges or bananas or anything. Whenever he got it in, he used to send up our share even without 
asking. He was very good. 

 

Q. And did any of the local shops ever give credit or tick to anybody? 

A. Oh they all gave you credit! You all got; that's how you lived <..pause..> because you got it at the end of 
the, <..pause..> you paid it at the end of the week and you got it all week and then you had to pay at the 
end. 

 

Q. And were there any pawn shops? 

A. Yes, there were pawn shops. 

 

Q. Did people use them? 

A. Oh they used to. <..pause..> Oh a lot of folk frequented them. In fact that was their life saver <..pause..> at 
the weekends. 

 

Q. So would you say the area you lived in was a friendly neighbourhood? 
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A. It was friendly. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. So have you any memories of the First World War? 

A. Oh just very faint. When l was wee I mind of the, <..pause..> the school had a fancy dress parade for 
funds for the Red Cross. l remember that. And that was a thrill, getting dressed up, you know, you had 
to make up what you, <..pause..> yourself, <..pause..> and they had that through the town. I mind of that. 

 

Q. Were any of your relatives or friends or neighbours - did they go off to fight in the First World War? 

A. Oh, quite a lot of them went away. 

 

Q. And did any of your relatives fight in the First World War? 

A. There would be but I was that wee I wouldn't mind much. 

 

Q. So do you don't remember, say someone in a soldier's uniform, dressed in khaki, coming in on leave to 
your home occasionally to see you? 

A. No. 

 

Q. No? Nothing like that? 

A. No. I remember the Second World War when the Clydebank blitz was on, when the planes used to go 
across Stirling. Well, they dropped a land mine once I mind at the foot of that, these houses there. But l 
mind three nights I think they went across and it was frightening enough them passing over, I don't 
know what like Glasgow was. 

 

Q. Do you remember putting up the blackout curtains? 

A. Oh yes! Up in Port Street everything was blacked out. Stairs, windows, everything was painted black. 
And then there was the blackout at night. You couldnae go out. Well you could go out but you; 
everything was blacked out, you know. 

 

Q. And were you fined something if a warden found that you were showing a light? 

A. Oh yes! Yes. 

 

Q. So, do you remember rationing? 

A. Oh I remember rationing alright. That's when I'm telling you we didnae have the bother of going looking 
for fruit. We got it. 

 

Q. Was it like how it's portrayed in ‘Dad's Army’? You know with the queues at the butchers and you singly 
went into the butchers and it was a one to one basis, you know. So nobody could see what the other 
person was getting, kind of thing. Was that what it was like? 

A. Well some were like that but others, it was a case of he would just have certain meat and you all got 
your, <..pause..> a bit of that. And if he had anything extra he would say "I've got a bit extra," he would put 
that in. 

 

Q. And was there a black market? 

A. 0h we didnae have much to, <..pause..> Oh yes! Folk were always wanting to buy your coupons if you 
had a lot and if you had; well I had a lot of coupons and that. You'd be pestered with folk "Oh I'll give 
you so much for your coupons" you know, they want this and they want that. 

 

Q. So how did you manage with the rationing then, to cook and provide for a whole family? 

A. Oh well, you werenae so bad if you had two or three, because it amounted to something. But if there 
was just one, it must have been a killer. 

 

Q. And can you remember the portions of things that you had to live off in a week say? How much cheese 
and how much butter? 
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A. Oh it was so many ounces of cheese to a person or maybe two or three ounces to one. Well if it was 
just one, <..pause..> but when there was two or three of you, that was about half a pound of whatever, or 
more, that you werenae too bad. 

 

Q. So you were able to exist then? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. So you could make wholesome meals? 

A. Oh yes you could, yes. 

 

Q. And do you remember anything being a luxury? Were there some things that were a luxury? 

A. Oh well I mean fruit was a luxury, but not so much to us, but to a lot of folk. And then you got that 
American egg thing, dried eggs they sent across. Powdered eggs, you know. 

 

Q. Did you use that in your cooking? 

A. You used it 'til  you got sick Iooking at it. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did it have a funny taste? 

A. No it didnae have a funny taste, but just the idea that it was dried, you know, that put me off. 

 

Q. And was chocolate a luxury? 

A. Oh yes, that was a luxury. 

 

Q. And silk stockings? 

A. We had a friend in Australia that used to send us parcels and there would be chocolate in it and 
sweeties. That was always a ‘Red Letter’ day that! 

 

Q. So do you remember evacuees being billeted in Stirling? 

A. I remember them but eh, we didnae have any. We hadnae room, we could have done with some for our 
lot. 

 

Q. Where would the evacuees come from? 

A. Oh, Glasgow and that sort of place. 

 

Q. And do you remember soldiers being billeted in Stirling? 

A. Oh yes, in the Albert Hall and everything, mmm, hmm, and Doune and all round that way. Americans 
and Poles were at Doune. 

 

Q. And what was the social life like? 

A. For them? 

 

Q. For you? 

A. Oh! 

 

Q. During the Second World War? 

A. Oh, not much social life at all. My man was always fire watching because he was a reserved occupation 
and eh, he was always fire watching or something that we never saw much of him at night. Then we got 
down in the Raploch, a five apartment and that was a great thingmy that, out of a room and kitchen, 
with our lot you know, and for the first time a bathroom. 

 

Q. Was that after the war? 

A. Mmm, hmm. 
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Q. You got a place down in the Raploch? 

A. Yes. 
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1907 Woollen Mill Worker; Worked with a Doctor 

 
Interviewee Code HI 
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Interviewer Philip Morgan-Klein 
Transcribed by Christine Hertwig 
 

Q. Where were you born? 

A. Number 10, Bayne Street, Stirling. 

 

Q. How long did you live there! 

A. ‘Til I was four years of age. 

 

Q. Where did you move to then? 

A. Dunblane. Then my father took over the grocer's shop as manager and we stayed above the shop, the 
house. 

 

Q. How long did you stay there? 

A. Well, I can't really remember how long I stayed but I know I was school age when I came back. 

 

Q. Where did you move to in Stirling? 

A. Irvine Place. 

 

Q. Did you stay there for long? 

A. Yes, quite a while, uh-huh. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. I had, <..pause..> ten sisters and three brothers. 

 

Q. Who was the oldest? 

A. My brother. 

 

Q. And working down. What age was he when you were born, do you know? 

A. I really can't remember that but I know he died when he was fifty-six. 

 

Q. Do you remember what year that was? 

A. 1955. 

 

Q. So who was next after your oldest brother? 

A. Mary my sister she was next, then Netty, then Cathy, then Isobel, then Ina, then Margaret, then Alice, 
then Rose, and Jessie, then Wullie, my brother and Alfred. That's all their names. 

 

Q. Have you any idea what age your parents were when you were born? 

A. Well, my mother married at eighteen and my father was twenty-one. Then she had the first baby a year 
after that. Well, there was two years between us all right after that. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. He was a grocer, my father. 

 

Q. And that was in Stirling and Dunblane? 
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A. Yes. 

 

Q. And when he came back.? 

A. He came back to Stirling and took over Liddle’s in King Street and for many years he was there. Then 
he left there then went to the Ordnance Stores to work. 

 

Q. What sort of grocers was it that time before he went to the Ordnance? 

A. It was a big grocer and wine place as well. 

 

Q. And was he sort of managing? 

A. Yes, he managed it all. 

 

Q. Were there other staff? 

A. Quite a lot of staff. There were two brothers in the shop and message boys and my father. That's all I 
can remember there. 

 

Q. So after that he went into the Ordnance Stores? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And what did he do there? 

A. I think he was in the boiler house. 

 

Q. Did he have any particular reason for moving from the grocery side? 

A. Well, no. I think when the two sons grew up they took over the shop. Then my father left and went in the 
Ordnance Stores. 

 

Q. What about your mother? What jobs did she have before she was married? 

A. Well, all I can remember was her telling me about she worked with a solicitor, looking after the two 
children. That was above the bank in King Street. 

 

Q. Did she do anything else before that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your mother work after she was married? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did she ever have any part-time jobs? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Now did you get on with your parents? 

A. Very well, everyone of us did. We had a nice happy childhood. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Well, my father being Maltese, he was Catholic but my mother was English. We went to the English; but 
no, he went for quite a while then he started to you know drift away back. 

 

Q. Your mother did she still go? 

A. No, we all went. 

 

Q. Were they interested in politics? 
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A. My father never ever spoke about that, nor my mother. He never ever told us who he voted for when it 
was voting time. 

 

Q. What did your parents do in their spare time? 

A. Well, my father was a keen gardener and he won a prize once for swimming. He got a nice walking stick 
with a silver top, he always used that. He was a very proud man, very particular, you know and, 
<..pause..> my mother had no hobbies, just looking after us, that was enough. 

 

Q. What about sport or anything were they interested in watching or taking part in anything like that? 

A. Well, there was no television then and you used to just follow the football up in the paper. Well, he 
enjoyed his own life like. He went to the King’s Park and he would watch golf and he listened to the 
bands and that sort of thing but not for any special sport I don't think. 

 

Q. Did your mother ever go to see the bands or anything? 

A. Yes, she went on a Sunday afternoon to see the band. 

 

Q. Was that at King’s Park? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What memories have you got of your parents’ house, the earliest house that you can remember? 

A. Well, we moved from Bayne Street as I said to Irvine Place. We had quite a nice wee house. We had a 
three apartment. Nothing like what they've got now though. 

 

Q. So you'd be sharing a bedroom? 

A. Yes, I shared a bedroom with my two sisters, then the next bedroom was the other sister. Then there 
was a single bed put up for my brother, it was the only one then. Then we moved from there to Barn 
Road to a bigger house, to a three bedrooms, living room and small kitchen and of course the girls 
started to get married; the eldest one. Then another went to service to stay in, then my other sister 
Cathy she went to the factory in Templeton’s, then of course I followed suit and I went when I was 
thirteen. Then Cathy left to get married. Ina that's the other one she went into the factory as well. 

 

Q. Into Templeton’s? 

A. Yes, Templeton’s. 

 

Q. Was that quite common for the girls from a whole family to go in? 

A. Well, there werenae very many jobs then and if you worked there you always said you had a sister 
leaving school, had he a job for her and he said yes. Well, we always brought her into the factory. 

 

Q. So somebody who did not have a connection, it might be a wee bit harder for them to get in? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

 

Q. Was that because the manager would know who's reliable? 

A. Well, who we were, what kind of worker we were. I was quite a good worker really and very clean and 
tidy at my work. That's what my boss. used to always say. 

 

Q. Barn Street was that before Irvine Place? Was that in Dunblane? 

A. In Barnton Street there was an opening up Irvine Place but it's all different now though, new houses all 
built now. You know where the Salvation Army Hall is? Well, right up there that was Irvine Place. Then 
we moved from there to the Barn Road. 

 

Q. So where exactly is the Barn Road? 
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A. You go up to the Castle that way, an opening to Stirling Castle. You go up Upper Bridge Street and 
there's a wee pub at the bottom and you go right up there. These houses are all sold now, the Barn 
Road houses. 

 

Q. What was it like for washing facilities? 

A. An outside wash-house. Two big tubs and a boiler to boil your clothes. 

 

Q. Did the washing happen at a set time each week? 

A. Well, there were four tenants and we got Monday, Wednesday, <..pause..> Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. That was the four tenants and the one that got a Thursday got a Monday, it 
just varied like that but nobody complained. You could use the green anytime you wanted. 

 

Q. Did each family just do their own? 

A. No, mother done the washing, but periodically I'd be going at night and do a big wash and boil it in the 
boiler, then it was a wringer that I've got ben there and she would hang it out next day, just to save her, 
give her more time you know with the children. 

 

Q. Did you do that quite a lot? 

A. Oh yes, I like housework. I do yet in fact. 

 

Q. Did your brothers and sisters help? 

A. Everybody had their share, my father laid that rule down. Some would make beds, some would do 
windows. There were no carpets remember, it was just linoleum, some would scrub that and I had the 
spoon drawer to do, all the cutlery. Polished them, washed them, put them in their line. I also had the 
big grate to do, big black-leaded grate, that was my job, I liked that and the brasses that was my job as 
well. 

 

Q. What sort of things did your brothers do? 

A. Well, there was so many years between the girls and the boy. He was just brought up with us as a baby 
and he always clung to me, he does yet and he's sixty-eight. He lost his wife three years ago. 

 

Q. Was there anyone else living with your parents and brothers and sisters any other relative or anything? 

A. No, not really. 

 

Q. Did your mother ever get anybody to come and help her in the house? 

A. No, we always helped, that was our rules and regulations. We never got out unless we done our work. 
We had to do that job and when we were coming from the factory, my father was going down to the 
Ordnance, back to his work after lunch. He used to turn round and he used to shout, "If you girls are 
going out tonight remember you must do your work." 

 

Q. Did your dad keep quite a close eye on what household duties you were doing? 

A. Oh yes, very, very much. He was a very particular man. 

 

Q. Did he do any himself? 

A. Well, he done the garden, no he didnae need to do it, he did, when my mother had the girls, when they 
were young he took over bath-time and done our hair. The ones that had curls, which I had, he used to 
put them round his finger and pull his finger down and dry it. It was lovely and the ones that had long 
hair in plaits, he used to plait it all, birl it round at the bottom and that was how you went to bed. Your 
hair done and yourself washed, no bathroom just a great big bath on the floor. You each took a turn and 
had a bath. When your body was washed, your face, and your hair was washed, we all done our feet 
and I don't mind telling you we were cleaner then than what they are now, some of them and they've all 
got bathrooms. 

 

Q. Did you have a set night in the week for baths? 
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A. Friday night was bath night and coming home from school you took your school clothes off and changed 
into something not so particular, that was your playing clothes. But you always hung your clothes up on 
a coat hanger, you were made to do it. If you didn't do it you got a telling off when father came in. 

 

Q. Did you get many new clothes when you were a child? 

A. Not many because there was not very much between each of us and they got it and we got it handed 
down, like that. But mother was very good with her hands, knitting and so on. Then I took suit and I 
started knitting and sewing. 

 

Q. What about shoes, what sort? 

A. Well, all the girls in the house took different sizes. They mainly took a four but I had the smallest feet so 
I couldnae claim anybody's shoes. She used to buy shoes, but you must remember, shoes in these 
days, you used to get a pair of shoes for 3/11d and 5/11d. When I was going with my boyfriend I had a 
size three in shoes and that's all they cost: 5/11d out of Marshall’s in the arcade. 

 

Q. Were there any other tasks that your father did in the house? 

A. Well, after we started growing up and going to school, father mended the shoes. We never put any 
shoes to the cobblers. He got a last and all the tools and he used to sole and heel all our shoes. That 
saved a bit of money. 

 

Q. How did he learn that? 

A. He just picked it up I think and I used to do my own shoes as well, I always heeled my shoes. I've got a 
last ben there yet. I brought it with me when I was married. Then my husband he used to do his shoes 
and mine and the girls shoes after that. 

 

Q. Were there any other housework tasks that you did? 

A. The windows, the washing, and do the curtains and the ironing, clean the pots. I had to take the pots 
out to the back yard with a knife and scrape the pot because they were just fires to cook on. 

 

Q. These housework chores that you did, did you continue to do them after you had left school and you 
were working? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was that the same for all your brothers and sisters did they keep on helping? 

A. Yes, they always helped. 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have as a child? Can you remember any favourite things? 

A. Well, you had to make your own entertainment and you only got a present when it was your birthday, if 
they had any money left after the groceries. Then my mother used to make a lot of stuff. She used to 
make us dolls, stuffed dolls you know, quite nice. Things was cheap then you didnae need to go and 
buy expensive presents. You used to get things for thruppence ha'penny, sixpence ha'penny. 
Woolworth’s opened then with a sixpence and thruppenny store and you used to go down there and buy 
things, but we never got anything elaborate what they get now. We just used to hang our stocking along 
here at Christmas time and all you got in that stocking, and this is not a lie, was an orange, an apple, a 
penny, the last penny of the year, the dated penny and a little sweetie pig. I remember that fine, in that 
stocking, that's all we got. 

 

Q. What about meals did you have any favourite foods? 

A. Yes, in the mornings for going to school a big plate of porridge all round the table, a plate for everybody, 
then you got toast and marmalade after that if you wanted it. Then you got your play piece for eleven 
o'clock, which was a piece on butter and jam, we enjoyed that. Then dinnertime we always went up, she 
always had a big pot of soup. Then our potatoes and cold meat and mashed turnip for that. Then at 
night coming home there was always a fry up, maybe sausages and fried onions. You took that with 
bread, not potatoes, you already had potatoes at lunchtime. Then suppertime she used to go and put a 
big pot of peas on, hard peas and boil them and we got that for supper along with bread and butter 
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which everybody enjoyed. Oh, she was a good cook my mother, and father took over on a Sunday. He 
cooked Sundays. 

 

Q. What did you have on a Sunday? 

A. He used to get maybe a wee leg of lamb. He used to roast it, then we would make a bread pudding and 
a glass of milk after that. Then when teatime came we used to get well maybe, roasted cheese and 
macaroni and cheese at tea time, quite nice, and you always got your toast on going to bed, about eight 
o'clock; bed time. 

 

Q. Was that every night? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. All the family? 

A. All the family when you were at school but after that you got a little bit longer as you got older, nine 
o'clock and ten o'clock but there was nobody on the floor after ten, everybody was away to bed. 

 

Q. Did you parents stay up then? 

A. Well, mother used to stay up and tidy up and they went to bed, maybe at eleven. 

 

Q. Did your mother eat well at that time? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did your parents shop at the Co-Op? 

A. She used to shop herself when we were too young to go but when I was older there was a shop called 
Lipton’s in Barnton Street, it was a good shop for groceries. I've got one or two things written down 
there to let you see the prices and we always went down on a Friday night or a Saturday morning and 
done the shopping. 

 

Q. What age would you be then? 

A. About twelve, I think. 

 

Q. Do you remember any other shops? 

A. Yes, there was Lipton’s and there was the Maypole, that was a butter and egg shop. Then there was 
The Buttercup, it was a butter shop, nice butter there. Then there was Adam's the grocer, Adam's the 
china shop, they sold lovely china. Then there was Nun’s the fruit shop, Davidson's the fruit shop, 
Davidson's is still there yet, turned over of course, they always keep the name up. Then there was D & J 
J McEwan it was a great big grocer shop. All the people with money they used to go there, a better 
shop and there was Nimmo’s in Baker Street, the clothes shop which was cheap, McAree's still there. 
Then there was the butcher shop, Cullen’s. Quite a number of shops they were all in Baker Street these 
shops. Then Ballingham, it was a good shop, the butcher’s it's still there yet. 

 

Q. Was there a wee corner shop at all? 

A. Yes, old Mrs. Dougal you called her at the bottom, she was deaf. The boys from school used to cheat 
her right and left I'm telling you. They used to ask for something and she used to go away through the 
back and bring it down and while she was through the back they used to be in stealing the sweeties. I 
was one of them but I never stole the sweeties but I used to see them do it. If somebody come in for 
potatoes I used to serve that, the scale was just at the door and it was sacks of potatoes and I used to 
ask them what they wanted just to help her at dinnertime and weigh the potatoes up and hand them 
over to her and they were only thruppence ha'penny for a quarter potatoes. Then my sister took over 
that shop when she got married. Her name is Mrs., <..pause..> Well, if she had a wee baby I used to go 
up there and serve in her shop and I was married then but I had no family then. 

 

Q. When you were younger and you were helping out in the shop did you get paid for that? 

A. No, no just helping out. 
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Q. Where did your parents get furniture and things like that? 

A. I wouldnae say it was elaborate but it was always nice. There was what we called a dresser, four chairs 
and a table. Then the bed, the bed in each room, dressing-table, linoleum and a carpet. Nothing like 
what they've got now. Then we had an old gramophone with a big horn, we used to put the records on. 
Then after we started working we had more money coming in, then my father bought what you called a 
cabinet gramophone. Just with the lid down and the two doors and it was full of records and he loved 
his records. He used to always go and buy big, big records and the big Monastery Garden, it was one of 
the tunes he loved. After he died we got the records split up between us. I've got one or two yet but they 
don't play because they're too old. 

 

Q. Did you play that sort of as a family? 

A. Yes, we always sat round and listened to these records, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Would that be a certain night? 

A. Yes, it was a good night. After that you got washed and went to bed but you must wash before you go 
to bed every night. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play any games with you? 

A. Well, my father didn't because he was always working but my mother used to play. She used to show 
us how to play cards, it was not the playing cards you get now, it was just maybe facing cards, Punch 
and Judy and all that. Then she used to play Snakes and Ladders with us and all things like that. Then 
she learned us how to knit gents’ socks. I could do them long before I left school, knit socks. 

 

Q. What about your brothers did they have any? 

A. My brother, he was a mechanic, my eldest brother. He got married quite young too, over twenty. He 
went with a servant girl. He had quite a big family and their life was quite happy as well. Everybody was 
quite happy in the family, sisters and brothers they all got good husbands, every one. 

 

Q. Did you have any books in the house? 

A. Yes, we had a wee book case and it was full of books. 

 

Q. What kind of things did you read? 

A. Och well, Jane Eyre was one of them, that was my favourite. My brother had likes of horsey books or 
doggy books, one was Lassie, I think. We see it on telly often and Rin-Tin-Tin was a horse. Och, a lot of 
these kinda books. 

 

Q. Did your parents get newspapers? 

A. Yes I'll just tell you, Sunday Post, Mail and Pictorial for I went for them and they only cost a penny each. 
Then we got The Stirling Observer and my father bought The Record going to his work. That was all 
these papers but the rest was Sunday papers. 

 

Q. Did you ever belong to the library at all? 

A. We, all sisters were in the library, we all went. We got books out at the end of the week, read them and 
took them back the next week. Then if it was overdue you were fined either a ha'penny or a penny. 
(laugh) 

 

Q. Did you say it was just your sisters or were your brothers in the library? 

A. Yes, they used to go to the library too but I don't know what kind of books they got at the library. I 
wasnae interested really, but we were in the library and I learned the girls when I got married. When 
they had books they went to the library. 

 

Q. Were you ever taken out on visits to neighbours or friends by your parents? 

A. No, my father was very quiet but my aunts used to come and visit us and my mother's brother. She had 
only one brother and he had a painter shop in Bridge Of Allan, Wuliie Millar, you called that. Then I think 
his sons carried on that business when he died. But when he used to come and visit us on a Sunday, 
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there were six girls then. He used to say, "Good-bye.” to my mother then he would turn round, put his 
hand in his pocket and give me a sixpence, "Share it with your sisters." You know what I done with the 
sixpence, I put it in my mouth and swallowed it. (laugh) I did. 

 

Q. I bet you only did that once. 

A. I didnae mean to do it. I was doing that, you know how the edge is coarse in a sixpence, with my teeth 
and it happened to go just right in. My mother got panicky. She said, "We'll have to get the doctor." 
Father says, "No, we'll give her a big glass of castor oil, we'll give her that." So anyway we got the 
sixpence. I don't know what I done with that. 

 

Q. Do you remember any other outings with your parents? Did you go for walks? 

A. Yes, we used to go for a walk with my father on a Sunday, uh-huh. Then we couldn't go very far 
because we were all little you know. But after I left school I used to always say to her, "Go to the 
pictures with my father and I'll look after the kids." So I did look after them. I gave them their supper and 
bathed then and put them to bed. When they came up from the pictures, it was The Kinema, then The 
Queen’s Cinema after that. From seven o'clock to ten o'clock or seven o'clock to nine o'clock it was. 
When they came back I used to have their supper ready. She thought this was good getting away for a 
night, you know. 

 

Q. It must have been quite hard for her with all the kids? 

A. It was very hard, but the woman up the stair used to always say to her, "I don't know how you manage 
Mrs. <..pause..> you put all these kids to school and everyone's lovely," she used to say, old Mrs. 
Donnygan. She used to come to the close and watch us all going down the road to school and wave to 
us. I think she just admired her work that's what she done. She just loved working. 

 

Q. Did you ever have any holidays? 

A. Never, no. 

 

Q. Can you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. My sisters, yes. I can remember their weddings fine. 

 

Q. What year would that be the first one that you can remember? 

A. Well, my sister was married, the eldest one when she was twenty-three. Her boyfriend went to the army 
and she got engaged when she was seventeen, which was a row. My father said she was far too young 
but anyway he let her get engaged because he was going to France. He was away three years and he 
came back and they got married, but not a big white wedding. Just costume and hat, and your bag, and 
your button hole. 

 

Q. Was there a tea in the house afterwards? 

A. Yes, after that, uh-huh. Married in the vestry and the tea in the house after that. 

 

Q. Who would all be there? 

A. Well, there were right down to Ina, the one next to me that was the last then when my sister got 
married. 

 

Q. So it was just your own family? 

A. Just own family, uh-huh. But she went to Cambusbarron to stay after that, my sister she got a wee 
house in Cambusbarron and she had two sons and the two daughters died in infancy but the two sons; 
he just died three years ago, the eldest son. But there's still a son left. The other sister, the one next to 
her she died at forty-two and she left seven of a family. She died in childbed and the other one Cathy, 
she's next to me she'll be eighty-two this month. She had just one boy, he went to Canada and he died 
there at fifty-three. So his wife is over here now. She's bought a house in Glasgow quite near my sister 
so she'll be able to look after her. 

 

Q. Can you tell me how you spent Sundays in the early years? 
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A. Well, my father didn't like us going out to play on Sunday. He called it The Lord’s Day, the day of rest. 
He always observed that but we just went and played just at the back court on Sunday but see now if he 
came back and seen all these washings hanging out on the greens on Sunday. He didn't like that  

 

Q. Your brothers and sisters did you go to church at the same time? 

A. No, different times. They were different hours the church. That was the Catholic Church then but not 
many of my sisters and brothers went. They didn't like that, they went to the English Church Sunday 
School. But I went. All my chums, some was Protestant, some was Catholic but I went with them just 
the same, just to the Catholic Chapel and I went to the Protestant just with them to be chummy, you 
know. There was no fighting and doing what they do now, never. 

 

Q. Did anyone think that was wrong that you should be going to the two different churches? 

A. No, my father didn't object as long as you went some place, he said. But we were quite happy 
everybody. But I blame this now, all the things that are happening is unemployment. Not enough work 
for the boys and girls and I'm really sorry for them because there's not much to do. It's either pubs or 
clubs that's all and discos. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the Sunday School outings? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. What kind of outings did you go on? 

A. There was no buses it used to be the farm carts. They used to scrub them out, the farmers did and he 
used to line all the seats with paper and we sat there. We enjoyed it going to Dunblane and Callander 
and all these places and singing all the road and singing back. You used to get a big bag with a Paris 
Bun, a cake, a biscuit and maybe a wee bag of sweeties and an orange and a glass of milk. 

 

Q. Who gave you that? 

A. The Sunday School. 

 

Q. Was that in the summer? 

A. Summertime, uh-huh, maybe June or July. Then you used to get racing and for racing you maybe got a 
bar of chocolate, a bar of nougat, no money, something else maybe an orange or an apple for doing fifty 
yards or maybe a hundred yards if you could manage it, but I was quite a good racer. I remember going 
to a Salvation Army outing once with my friend and you'll laugh when I tell you this, I was expecting my 
third baby and two months after that, he was born and I came in first and won a great big jar of 
sweeties, we called them boilings mixtures. I won a big jar at racing and he was born two months after 
that. 

 

Q. So that was when you were seven months pregnant? 

A. Yes, and when he went to the Craigs School he was the best runner in that school. He maybe took that 
after me and he won the shield for the Riverside School, at Alloa. 

 

Q. Were there any other things that you went to with the Salvation Army? 

A. Well, this was a friend that I chummed up with and she says, "We're having an outing, would you like to 
come?" and I said, "Yes, I would." so I went with her. 

 

Q. Was there any Band Of Hope? 

A. Yes, up where we stayed in the Barn Road. It was run by Baillie Moor, he was a Baillie and he run that 
Band Of Hope. We went to that one. That was a Wednesday night and Monday night. 

 

Q. Was that every week? 

A. Yes, every week. 

 

Q. What kind of things did you do? 
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A. Knitting and sewing and listening to the Bible Reading, the Magic Lantern. Then at the end of the year 
when it closed up you got a wee, what we called a soirée. It was a wee tea and you got fruit and buns 
and a wee sing song. We enjoyed it. 

 

Q. Any other clubs or things like that that you went to? 

A. I went to a Knitting Club after that when I was married, my sister and I. We done sewing and knitting 
and I knitted a jumper and a skirt for my two girls and I got first prize for knitting. It was run by the Town 
Council's wife. It was Wednesday, it was in Baker Street. 

 

Q. When you were at the Band Of Hope did you sign the pledge? 

A. That was, we done that when we were bringing our family up, they went to that place in the Craigs, they 
done that, they signed that. My brother used to come home, we used to laugh at him, he used to tell me 
what he got done, you know and he used to stand and say it. Then he joined the Cubs, then the Scouts. 
He was a patrol leader in the Scouts and he went to camp with his captain. 

 

Q. On Sunday's did you wear different clothes? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What kind of things did you wear? 

A. Never the same clothes, always special. You used to always wear a nice blue pleated skirt, a white 
blouse, a blue cardigan just for indoors, and we always wore a nice coat and a hat to go to church with 
and gloves. 

 

Q. Did you feel religion was important to you when you were young? 

A. Oh yes, uh-huh. We had to do what we were told and we done what we were told. No second tellings, 
you had to jump when you were told. Then when it come to dinnertime, the family was too big to go 
round the table. The eldest went round the table with my father and mother, then the young ones got 
the second sitting. My father always sat at the end of that table ‘til they were all done. 

 

Q. As a child who did you play with? 

A. Well, most of these girls I played with went to America and Canada. Their parents emigrated because 
their husbands couldn't get work. The McAulleys and some of the McHughes, they went away. Mrs. 
McAulley had a wee shop in Castle Hill and I used to serve in it but no money, just to help out. Then she 
kept hens, and my uncle, my father's brother he kept pigs up in the Castle Hill. Then he had another 
brother round in the Croft Head, he was an engine driver and my Uncle Jack, my father's brother he 
worked in the Ordnance Store with my father. Then my aunt Mary she come from Malta when I was 
eighteen with her husband and boy and they took residence up in Edinburgh and the whole lot died. 
Aunt Mary died, she was buried up beside my father in the Ballengeich; next grave. 

 

Q. These friends did they just live nearby? 

A. Yes, not the same street, just round the corner. They come down to the door and sometimes my father 
would let them in, sometimes he didn't let them in.  

 

Q. Was it boys and girls you played with? 

A. Yes, boys and girls, uh-huh. 

 

Q. What kind of things did you play? 

A. Rounders and Hide and Go Seek, and Football and Skipping Ropes and Peever Beds, all that sort of 
stuff. 

 

Q. But the boys and girls played? 

A. Boys and girls we all played together, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did you have any toys that you played with? 
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A. Well, we had our dolls and pram and my brother had a big horse and he had an engine, you sit on it. My 
mother's brother he made that engine but he got it stolen. Somebody stole it from the door. It was a 
great big wooden one with two pedals. But we never wasted anything, we kept it you know, we 
treasured what we got and what we didn't want it was handed down to the next one or given it away to 
somebody that hadn't anything. We were poor enough but there was somebody always poorer than us. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you went out to play? 

A. Yes, but you had to do your shoes at night before going to bed for school next morning. Mother didn't do 
them, you had to do them. If we got them mucky, we took them out to the back, with a knife and 
scraped them off, then washed them with a damp cloth and polished them and put them right along the 
table after they were polished. You knew where to get them but my father was such a tidy person you 
couldn't leave anything down. If you were in bed and he seen something belonging you that wasn't right, 
he went through and called you back for to do; put that in its place, we had to do that. 

 

Q. So was your father quite strict then? 

A. Oh, his father was a governor in the prison, he had to be strict and I followed suit. I was like that with my 
family but my second daughter, the eldest one died when she was twenty-six, but the second one used 
to always say, "Mother was strict but I learned by it." She learned by that, it didn't do her any harm. 

 

Q. Were you free to play games with anybody you liked? 

A. If he didn't approve of it, you hadn't to play. 

 

Q. What sort of things were you not allowed to do or who were you not allowed to play with? 

A. Well, there was a lot of people stayed in the Higher Castle Hill that he didnae approve of. He just said, 
"You're not to go, she's not coming out." He used to always say, "If you can't get anybody better than 
yourself or anybody as good as yourself, don't get anybody worse than yourself." 

 

Q. In what ways were some of these one worse? 

A. Well, I don't know but he used to always say that. When we come to the length of getting married, he 
used to always say this but he wouldnae let us bring our boyfriends to the door. You had to say 
goodnight at the bottom of the road. Then when we got older I used to say to my mother, "Can I bring 
my boyfriend to the door the night?", "Ask your father." That was enough, I knew the result, but he was 
very fond of my husband. He was quiet and my father was quiet so they got an well. He liked everyone 
of us though, the people we married.  

 

Q. When you were still at school how did you spend your free time after school was finished? 

A. Looking after the young ones, looking after my brother and sisters. 

 

Q. And after meals you would all have your tasks? 

A. Yes, one was to wash and one was to dry, you stacked the dishes up you know. Then another night 
father would say, "I thin;. we should do the cupboards tonight.". You used to go and clean all the 
cupboards out and put fresh papers on, stack the plates up, soup plates up, dinner plates up, then cups 
and saucers, cups was put on hooks right round the shelf to keep the place tidy. Well, it gave my 
mother not so much work to do when we done that. But everybody was a good worker, I'll say everyone, 
all my sisters. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies then? 

A. Well, not anything special. I was a good knitter and a good sewer. I used to just do that and crochet, I 
used to crochet. 

 

Q. Did you ever do any gardening? 

A. Yes, I looked after the garden, uh-huh. It was no back garden, just a front garden. 

 

Q. Did your brothers and sisters do that as well? 

A. No, they werenae very keen on that. 
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Q. Did you do that with your father then? 

A. Yes, but when I got a house with a garden I used to do their own garden as well, kept it quite nice. 

 

Q. Did you have any pets? 

A. We had a dog, a big Labrador. A sort of brown coloured one. It knew everything. When my father and 
mother would go to the pictures at night, when it come nine o'clock, we called it Dawn, she used to jump 
up for the basket, put the basket in her mouth and the purse and she used to run down the Barn Road 
to meet my mother. And she used to take her round the corner to the Italian shop and buy chips for us, 
put them in the basket and it used to run up to the house again with that basket full of bags of chips. 
Then I remember a woman she used to go round the doors selling needles and pins and thread and he 
run after her. One day, it was a windy day and she used to wear an apron and the apron was blowing in 
the wind. The dog thought she was waving this to her and she jumped on her and tore the apron and 
she came to the door and kicked up ‘Dublin’ with my father and after that he got the dog, not destroyed, 
he gave it away. A man come from Falkirk with a car and he took the dog away. We were all crying. 
(laugh) 

 

Q. What were you saying about guisers there? 

A. You used to go out guising at Halloween and he thought that was charity, we were cadging. We had to 
slip the money to my mother and not tell him. Then my pals came down in the morning, they went to the 
berry-picking in Drumdrulls in Bridge of Allan and they used to say, "Are you going to the berry-
picking?" I used to say, "My father won’t let me." They would say, "We'll come down tomorrow and wake 
you up. We'll rap on the bedroom window, your father won't hear me." Then we used to get out of bed at 
half past five in the morning and put your shoes on, your heavier shoes, your old coat and sneak out the 
door and go away to the berries at half past five and you walked from the Barn Road to Bridge of Allan, 
round the old Cornton Road at the back there, there used to be an old road. A narrow road like that and 
it led right out to the Cornton to Bridge of Allan. We used to work in that field from seven o'clock we 
started ‘til five at night and come home with half a crown, that's all. 

 

Q. So that would just be the late summer? 

A. Summertime, uh-huh. 

 

Q. So that would be the school holidays? 

A. Holidays. 

 

Q. So your dad didn't know anything? 

A. But eventually he let us go because he says, "Well, you're doing something and not running about the 
doors." So we went, my sister and I but we used to come and get the train for Bridge of Allan for it was 
only tuppence, two pennies and 2/4d mother got. We thought that was great. 

 

Q. What age were you when you started the berry-picking? 

A. About nine. I was just a wee girl then but I was a smart wee girl I don't mind telling you. I was a wee 
intelligent girl. 

 

Q. And your mum would be pleased with that? 

A. Oh yes, she needed it really. She always used to say, "That keeps the pot boiling." That was like 5 or 6 
between the two of us. 

 

Q. That would be hard work the berry-picking? 

A. It was hard work. You had to pick six pounds in weight before you got one penny. We used to fill three 
or four big pails of berries. 

 

Q. Do you think that was a fair wage then? 

A. Well, that was supposed to be the wage, then they took me off that berry-picking and they put me on 
what they called the, they used to give you a wee basket called a punnet and we filled that and you got 
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three pennies. It was to be sold in the shops, the big strawberries, you picked them special and put 
them in the baskets in lines and they got sent in to the shops. You got three pennies for that. Well, I was 
counting, if I made say sixty baskets or fifty baskets, I was well off. Then after the berry-picking was 
finished he used to put us on to the apples but my father wouldn't let us go. It was climbing trees and he 
says, "No, you're not going." So we didn't get to go. But we enjoyed the summer holidays. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sports apart from the running? 

A. We used to play cricket, you know there was a hockey team at the school but I didnae go into it but 
there were other things that I went into. 

 

Q. Were you ever in any of the youth organisations, like Guides? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the pictures? 

A. Yes, there was one, I was small at the time. There was just three underneath me then. Then it was only 
a penny to get in. There was one in the Craigs as you go down the Craigs on the left hand side. That 
used to be Menzies Garage. Then it was made into a cinema and they called it The Electric. That's 
when you used to see Tom Mex, Buck Jones and all these pictures, you know for a penny for two 
hours, 

 

Q. What year would that be? 

A. We were just small. I must have been twelve, my father wouldn't let me take the rest of them if I hadnae 
been twelve. Then it got closed up. Then after that The Kinema opened across the road and it was 
tuppence to get in. When I was courting my boyfriend and it was only four pence to get in, four pennies. 
There used to be a wee corner shop, a sweetie shop, before we went down to The Kinema we used to 
go into that wee shop and we used to get a quarter of nougat and it was only tuppence ha'penny. We 
got into the pictures, both of us and sweeties for under a shilling, so there you are. That's what makes 
us sorry for the boys and girls now, they’re done hard I think although they're getting too much given to 
them in other ways. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to a music hall or concert or anything? 

A. Yes, there was one down in the Miner’s Welfare. It used to be singing then they turned it into some 
nights picture and some nights singing. Then Alhambra it was every night but we went on a Saturday 
night, my husband and I. 

 

Q. When you were young did your parents give you pocket money? 

A. You only got a penny pocket money. You know I was working and I only got sixpence. That's all I got. 

 

Q. What did you do with the penny that you got? 

A. You used to go down to the shops and see who had the biggest bargain. 

 

Q. What kind of things did you get for your penny? 

A. We used to go into the wee shop at the foot of King Street, it was called Munns the fruit shop and she 
used to have a big tray of bruised fruit on the counter. You used to go in and you used to look at it like 
that and she used to say, "What do you want? An apple or do you want bruised fruit?" I said, "Well, if 
the bruised fruit is not too bad I'll have the bruised fruit," and you used to get an apple, an orange, and a 
pear and a plum for your penny which was good. We used to just take it home, just take the knife and 
cut the wee bit off and it was alright. You used to wash it and cut it off and it was alright. But you only 
got one apple for a penny or one orange, it was a penny a dozen for the good ones. Then there used to 
be a fruit cart come round and my mother used to say, "Go out and get vegetables for to make broth," 
and you used to go out with a sixpence and this big basket and he used to put potatoes, carrot, turnip, 
onions and a big leek and a handful of parsley all for sixpence in that basket. That made your dinner. 
Then you went to the butcher’s and got a big bone that was your soup. 

 

Q. Were there many carts or people trading that came round? 

A. Yes, there were, a fruit cart, milk cart, then the coal cart, then the baker and the butcher. 
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Q. They would just stop outside? 

A. Yes, they'd blow the whistle or ring the bell then you went out. But you had certain days for each one. 
You used to take your big, it wasn't milk bottles or cartons it was what you called a pitcher with a lid and 
a handle. You used to take it out to the milkman. You used to just turn the handle, the top with the well 
and fill that can for a penny. Then he used to come round another day with sour milk. My mother used 
to buy it to make scones. It was a penny as well, buttermilk and she used to give us a glass each and it 
was lovely, with butter swimming on top you know. It was really lovely. They werenae the hard days at 
all, they were good old days and I enjoyed them. I just wish there were the same days back and the 
value of the money to the same value. We would be well off. 

 

Q. Moving on to the school now did you ever get any lessons from anyone before you went to school? 

A. Reading, my mother used to read a lot to us. 

 

Q. What sort of things? 

A. Story books. We got books from the library and she used to read them. 

 

Q. Would she read to all the kids at the same time? 

A. Sit down round the carpet and she would sit on the chair and read it. Sometimes when I see things on 
the television, things that I used to do when I was young. I see them on television sometimes on a film. I 
used to say, “I used to do that when I was young and I used to wear that when I was young,” you know. 

 

Q. What age were you when you first went to school? 

A. Five. 

 

Q. What kind of school was it? 

A. The Territorial School, Cowane Centre in Cowane Street that was the ‘Terry’ School then. 

 

Q. What did you think of school? 

A. Well, I wasnae very long at that school when they moved up to the Barn Road. That's when I was in 
Bayne Street but when we moved to the Barn Road we moved to the English School. Used to be a 
school in the bottom of St. Mary's Wynd and there used to be a big church up there as well. It's knocked 
down now and there's new houses there now. There only used to be a wee row of small houses, self-
contained doors on that side and the same on that side. That's all knocked down now and the church is 
knocked down as well. 

 

Q. Was that, the name of the school? 

A. The English School. 

 

Q. How long were you at the Territorial School? 

A. Clot very long, until we moved up to the Barn Road and we went to the English School. Then after that 
we went to the Catholic School when my father went to the army. But I could tell you, I don't remember 
the headmaster's name in the Territorial School but it was a Mr. Heron in the English School and Mr. 
Murphy in the Catholic School. But Mr. Heron was sort of crippled, he used to walk with two sticks but. 
he was a very, very nice man. 

 

Q. Were the other teachers nice? 

A. Yes. I see one of the teachers yet and I speak to her. I met her in the street one day and I said, "Excuse 
me, you won't be Miss Patterson will you?" She said, "Yes, I am and who are you?" I said, "I'm one of 
your pupils from the Catholic School." She says, "What's your name?" And I told her, "Oh, there was so 
many, <..pause..> but I think I remember you." I met another girl one day in Littlewoods and I asked her if 
she was Miss Kelly, she said, "No, but I'm Miss Kelly's sister. I was at school with you." She 
remembered me and I remembered her. 

 

Q. How long were you at the English School before you went to the Catholic School? 
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A. Well, I would be five or six I think when I left the Territorial. Then I just went right into the English School 
then. Then I would be about nine. Four years I was at the Catholic School. 

 

Q. What happened at the English School if you did something that the teachers didn't like? Were there 
special punishments? 

A. The strap over your hand or over your bare legs but there werenae very, very bad people really then. 
You never come across very bad people then. 

 

Q. Did the teachers emphasize certain things as important? 

A. Yes, they used to. 

 

Q. What kind of things? 

A. Well, if she gave you anything to do and she thought it was better and maybe the pupil that was next to 
you, she used to mark that down. Then if she was going any place we got called out to look after the 
school. That was a privilege. Then she says to me one day, I was always late. I was never at nine 
o'clock bell ringing. 

 

Q. Why was that? 

A. My mother used to send us messages at that time maybe to the butchers or the grocers and I used to 
say, "Oh mother, it's quarter to nine I'll be late for the school." She used to say, "On you go, you'll be 
back before nine if you run." So I used to run away up over the Wynd to the butchers and back and run 
away down to the school and she used to say, "Isa, one day you were marked absent because it was 
five past nine." Then she used to say, "Would you like a wee job in the school?" I used to say, "What 
kind of job?" "Marking the register." This was so as I would be in there first in the morning. So I got a 
wee job marking the register. 

 

Q. And were you in first? 

A. I was in first. 

 

Q. So what happened, you weren't punished? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Was that quite common for children to have to do messages before school? 

A. Yes, we had to. Some never came back to school at all if they were late, they never came back. That 
was marked absent. But I had lots of certificates leaving school. I had one for sewing, one for knitting, 
one for attendance later on when I was older, and Geography, History. You used to get nice blue slips, I 
had quite a lot of blue slips for all these things. Then I got a medal to wear for a year, my cousin and I. 
He got the blue ribbon and I got the red ribbon. 

 

Q. What was that for? 

A. Just the highest marks in the school. 

 

Q. What year was that, that you were at school and you got that? 

A. I was at the English School then, I was quite young. Then we used to have acting, you know plays at 
the school and I was always in them. I was Red Riding Hood one year and my cousin he was the fox. 
He was to eat granny up. I don't remember who was granny but I loved it. 

 

Q. What sort of subjects did you get at that school? 

A. Well, we were too young really to get something important. Just reading and writing and sums and just 
a pen and a nib you had to write with that. No biros or anything and pencils, no rubbers. If you made a 
mistake it had to be left. No rubbing out and doing it again. 

 

Q. Did you ever have a slate? 

A. Yes, I've got my son's slate ben there yet and he's forty-nine on his birthday. 
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Q. What about Domestic Science kind of things? 

A. We got cooking. I was an expert at that, cooking and baking. 

 

Q. What kind of things did you do at the school? 

A. Well, we started off making pancakes, then after that we made scones, then, no bread, it wasn't a bread 
baker, then we made a cake, then we made steak pie, all that. Then we used to buy it. We provided the 
steak and she provided the flour and all the rest and we used to buy it back. 

 

Q. How much would it be for the steak? 

A. Och, it wasnae very much really, maybe 2/- or something. The scones was so much for a penny and the 
pancakes as well. 

 

Q. It would depend on how they would turn out as well. 

A. Oh yes, I seen mine turned out all right. One day we were making steak pie and I made mine nice and I 
had a lot of dough left, you know and I thought I was going to get into trouble having this dough left so I 
rolled it out and I made strips and I put it across the pie and I made wee diamonds and put it on my pie. 
And she was coming round with her hands behind her like that, and she was looking at everybody's like 
that, and she stood and looked at mine and I says, oh goodness I'm in for a telling off here but no, she 
lifted my pie up like this and she held it up high like that. She went round them all with the pie and she 
says, "This is the best pie because lsa's got no pastry left over." There you are and I thought I would get 
into trouble for having no pastry left over. 

 

Q. What about Needlework did you get that at the English School? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What kind of things did you sew? 

A. Well, we got what they called a lap bag to sew, one for putting wool in. Then we got wee cushion 
covers, <..pause..> knitting to hold the kettle, kettle holders. 

 

Q. You were saying at school you knitted these holders for the kettle anything else? 

A. Yes, kettle holders and wee round mats for flower pots and sewed knitting bags. for your sewing and do 
socks. 

 

Q. Did you get any gym? 

A. yes, 

 

Q. What sort of things did you get there? 

A. Well, just exercises. Jumping up and down, and breathing out and in, and touching your toes, which I 
can do yet and that was all, skipping ropes and all that but gym was every morning. 

 

Q. Where did you do gym? 

A. In the playground, outside. 

 

Q. Did the whole school do it at the same time? 

A. No a class at a time. Some got mornings and some got afternoon 

 

Q. What did you wear for gym? 

A. Just your school dress but what we call rubber shoes, soft canvas shoes. 

 

Q. Sort of sand shoes? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. 
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Q. What did you wear to school? 

A. A pleated skirt and a jumper and a short jacket, it wasn't a blazer then just a wee short jacket or a 
raincoat with a hood when it was raining, Wellington boots when it was raining. 

 

Q. Were all the kids dressed alike? 

A. No, not uniform, no. 

 

Q. Were there any poorer children? 

A. Oh yes, lots. They went with their bare feet often. That's the kind of ones my father wouldn't let us play 
with if you understand but I liked them all, bare feet or not, I liked everyone of them. 

 

Q. You were saying earlier about wash days? 

A. Yes, we used to help my mother in the wash-house and if she was ill I used to do the washing. My 
father used to come and put the clothes through the wringer for me. Then when it come the 
summertime when we were Spring cleaning we used to do all the blankets, champ them in the big tub 
with your bare feet. 

 

Q. You would do the stamping of the washing in the tubs? 

A. Yes, you used to put the big packet of flakes in the tub with the hot water and take your stockings off, 
you wore your skirts longer then, we used to pick our skirts up and stamp above our knees. The water 
was lovely and soapy. Then when you see it getting dirty you knew the blankets was clean. Then my 
father used to take them out that tub and put them into the big tub, just like this at the sink. Then put 
them through the wringer into fresh water and get them put out on the line. 

 

Q. So when your mother was ill your dad would do the work as well? 

A. Father would help. 

 

Q. Did you have any special things you did at playtime when you were at school? 

A. You used to play Hide and seek at school. The girls used to sit on the benches and we used to crawl 
through their legs and hide underneath there to hide and seek. I remember once that my brother, 
Wullie, he's sixty-eight as I told you. He was a cry baby, you know, and my mother was washing in the 
wash-house and she said, "You'll need to stay off the school and watch him," I said, "I'm not staying of 
the school." She said, "You'll have to." So I put him in his cot, one of these swing cots, not what you get 
now and I put him to sleep and I run away back to school and he must have woke up and she heard him 
yelling. You know what she done, she came right down to the school and pulled me out the school for to 
watch him and I was ashamed in front of all the girls and boys. I was really. 

 

Q. Did you have to stay off school often to help your mum? 

A. Not often no. We used to do a lot of work at night and some in the morning before we went to school 
and that helped her. Oh, they get off easy now the girls and boys. I've got a wee granddaughter and 
she'll not do nothing, she's seventeen. She'll not ever, wash a cup. 

 

Q. Were there any sort of gangs or groups of kids that stuck together in the school? 

A. Yes, we all had our own friends at the school. 

 

Q. And you went to another school after that, that was the Catholic School? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. What age were you when you went to that? 

A. I think I was, <..pause..> Well, my father was in the army, that was 1918, <..pause..> I must have been ten. I 
left there you know, that's when I left school when I was at the Catholic School, when I was thirteen. 

 

Q. What did you think of that school compared to the other one? 
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A. It was just the same really, where the work was lined. It was more religious that school. You said your 
prayers going in, in the morning and back at dinner time and you always said them coming away at 
night. 

 

Q. The teachers? 

A. Oh, they were good teachers. That was one I told you I met, that old woman Miss Patterson. Her and 
her sister worked there. Then there was a gentleman Mr. Fitzpatrick, he was very good, a young chap. 
His son was at that school as well. He got married then and had that boy and our Head Mistress, she 
was very, very good, she was Miss Brass and she taught the choir in the Catholic Chapel. 

 

Q. Did you get any different subjects at the Catholic School? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Was there any music at all? 

A. Yes, we got music. There was a singing class maybe once a week. Of course you got that in all 
schools. 

 

Q. Did you need to wear a uniform or anything for the Catholic School? 

A. No, no but everybody was nice and clean at the school you know, their appearance and everything was 
all nice and we all wore ribbons, nice ribbons in your hair. 

 

Q. What age were you when you left school? 

A. Thirteen. 

 

Q. Would you have liked to have stayed on longer? 

A. Well, father got called up to the army and mother needed his pay. Well, we put a form into the school for 
me to go to work for I had a job before I left, my sister spoke if I could get in during the holidays. I was 
thirteen in May and I started in the factory just two months after that 'cause the public holidays in July 
and I went back after the holidays to the factory to work and I was there ‘til I was twenty-one. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to any part-time classes after you had left the school? 

A. No. 

 

Q. When was it that you worked for a wee while in the factory while you were at the school? Was that 
during the holidays? 

A. No, I left altogether the school and went into the factory. That was me, that was final. 

 

Q. Was that Templeton’s? 

A. Templeton’s Carpet Factory. It was a woollen factory really. We made the wool for the carpets but over 
the bridge was another factory, it was what you called the Forth Bank Carpet Factory. 

 

Q. So that was a weaving factory? 

A. Yes, for the wool. It went to Glasgow to Templeton’s Factory to get the carpets made and get the wool 
dyed. We made the wool and washed the wool and it was all put in big bales and put to Glasgow. 

 

Q. What was your actual job? 

A. Well, it was called the doving. I told you already it was to put all the empty bobbins on the reels then 
they came down to the bottom. You took them from the top and put them on the bottom, then you put 
four together and that made four ply wool and that wound it on to this big one at the bottom. Then 
somebody else used to come and take these off and I used to go and put the empty ones in a bank and 
when they were filled again they come and take them off again. It was a constant turn all the time filling 
them up. 

 

Q. So the empty ones where did they go next? 
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A. Well, when they took these ones at the bottom off they put them on a rack full of spiky things, put them 
on each. Well, somebody else used to come and I took these off and put the empty ones on for the girls 
to take off to put on the bottom. Three of us, had to take three the whole time. One to take off, one to 
put on and her to take off all the time. It was a constant job. Well, I had to run the whole of one factory 
to fill these up. 

 

Q. So was that quite hard work to keep up? 

A. No, it wasnae hard work. I liked it because I wore a big apron tied at the back, and you lifted this up and 
you caught it in that hand and you filled the pirns into your apron. That's how you carried them and you 
took them down to the foot of the floor where this great big wooden box was and you emptied them in 
there. That's how you got them if you wanted the empty ones in that big box. But I learned everything 
there in that factory. 

 

Q. How did you learn that job? 

A. Well, we learned by just, if you were finishing up machine and it was running nice and smooth you went 
across to talk to your partner and she was on a different machine. I used to stand and talk to her and 
watch her doing it, then I had a shot. That's how we learned, back and forward. 

 

Q. So you watched first then you got a wee bit? 

A. Yes, a wee bit every time, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Was there any set time for learning when you first started? 

A. No, just if you were finished up on that machine you used to just go over and give her a hand and you 
learned and have a wee blether but you always went back; and stood at your own machine in case the 
manager came up, but everything had to be spick and span. 

 

Q. Were the managers walking around? 

A. Periodically they walked up and down. They used to always stand at mine and I used to hate it. I used 
to always wonder what I'd done but after that Mr. Jamieson, he had one leg, he used to hobble up and I 
used to say, "Why does he always stand there and make me nervous." He says, "He's admiring your 
machine because you've got the cleanest one in the factory." So there you are. 

 

Q So it was nothing that you had done wrong? 

A. No, nothing I had done wrong. 

 

Q. Was it noisy in that factory? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Was there any machinery? 

A. Just all machinery. 

 

Q. What kind of machinery? Did you know what it was called? 

A. One machine was called the spinning. That's how they spun the wool, <..pause..> it was called a hecking 
machine. You used to catch the things with your hand when they were going round. A certain way of 
catching them. If they struck the palm of your hand they stopped. You had to catch them a certain way, 
you had to learn to do that because if you didn't learn your fingers got cracked. There was various other 
machines there that you could learn if you wanted to. 

 

Q. Was it mainly young women? 

A. Young women, one or two elderly but we were just young ones there then. Then they were elder, then 
they left when I got older of course. There wasnae really a certain time for retiring because one of them 
was well over sixty, into her seventies and she was still working and they were on old machines, not the 
new ones. But they were all nice girls, everyone of them and they went dressed to their work. 

 

Q. What did you wear? 
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A. An overall, blue or whatever you had but I wore this big apron to keep myself clean but you always got 
spotted with oil and grease and everything you know. We used to change our shoes and stockings and 
work with a different kind.  

 

Q. So it was quite a dirty job? 

A. It was dirty, the oil and the grease, uh-huh. 

 

Q. How did you get to your work? Were you living quite close by? 

A. Walk it. No, I was away at the top of the town and this was away in the Craig’s factory. It took you 
about, <..pause..> you had to leave the house at twenty minutes to eight. Then there was a whistle blew 
at a quarter to eight, and one blew at five to eight and after that stopped, the doors got closed and if you 
werenae there before the doors closed you had to go home and lose a days wages, 2/-. 

 

Q. Did that happen to you? 

A. Once, I didnae go home though. I went away a walk and forfeited my pocket money, 

 

Q. And what hours did you work:? You started at eight in the morning? 

A. No Saturday, just Monday to Friday. 

 

Q. When did you finish in those days? 

A. From eight o'clock ‘til half past five. 

 

Q. Did you have a lunch break? 

A. An hour. 

 

Q. Were there any other breaks at all? 

A. You got a wee tea break at maybe four o'clock, and a wee tea break at ten o'clock. Just a cup of tea. 

 

Q. Did you have somewhere special to have your tea or your lunch? 

A. You just sat at the end of your machine. There was a wee box, there and the machine run down that 
way. You just used to sit at the wee box. 

 

Q. So it was just Monday to Friday? 

A. Uh-huh, Monday to Friday. Then we went on a three day week. Three days working and two days on 
the broo. 

 

Q. When was that? 

A. [1924] I would be seventeen then. 

 

Q. Do you know why that was? 

A. Short-time. 

 

Q. Did you get any holidays with pay? 

A. No holidays with pay. 

 

Q. What sort of holidays did you get? 

A. We just got the second week in July. We never got a fortnight, just a week. Just the second week in 
July, the Glasgow Fair week and we started the next week again. One week with no pay. 

 

Q. Do you remember what your wages were when you first started? 

A. 10/-. 
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Q. Did you think that was a fair wage? 

A. Well, some factories were only giving 5/-. Abbey Craig Laundry was only 5/- and we were 10/- in the 
factory, but you only got a raise in your wage every year, 2/-. 

 

Q. Was that higher paid because it was skilled? 

A. It was quite high for our age of course. I never thought it was high but that's all you had to get and that 
was the limit. I used to go down to the gaffer, him that looked after the flat and I used to say to him, "Is it 
not high time I had a raise in my wages?" He used to say, "Well; we'll see about that." So he used to go 
away to the office and complain that we were complaining about the small wages. When we got our pay 
on Friday, we were 2/- added to our 13/- or 15/-. 

 

Q. And that's what you got from then on? 

A. Uh-huh. I worked there from thirteen ‘til I was twenty-one and I had only 29/- when I left. 

 

Q. When you started work at first when you got your wage did you give all your wages to your mother? 

A. Yes, everything. 

 

Q. Do you know what it was spent on? Did it just go to the housekeeping? 

A. No, it was wee wages but the cost of living was very, very low. I mean you could get a good thing for 
your money. 

 

Q. Did you get pocket money? 

A. Sixpence. 

 

Q. What did you do with that? 

A. Well, I didnae go anywhere. If mother treated us to the pictures to take the two kids with us, she paid us 
in and I used to buy sweeties for them, an ice-cream or bag of sweeties for them. 

 

Q. What age would they be then? 

A. Well, I was thirteen, Ina was eleven, then Famie would be nine, Jessie she would be seven, and Rose 
five, and Wullie, well, he's twelve year younger than me, he was just a baby. 

 

Q. So that got them? 

A. Off my mother's hands for a night, for a day really. But I used to take them away rambling on a Sunday 
afternoon. I used to take them over the hill and sit them on the cannons. You know where that is on the 
hill there's two cannons. I used to sit them on there and give them a wee pull back and forward on a 
cannon. Then I used to go from there right away over the hill, right over to the Ballengeich Cemetry and 
take them round and read all the gravestones to them. (laugh) I used to do that. I was fond of my 
sisters, really. 

 

Q. Was that called a Mill then, Templeton’s the weaving place? 

A. No, it was Templeton's Woollen Factory. The place is there yet in the Craigs. 

 

Q. What other jobs were there in the factory? 

A. There was two or three flats. We called them flats and each of them had a different kind of work but 
some of the factory I was never through. I didn't bother going through them. I just went through into the 
spinning wheel and there was one called the ‘jennies’ and one day funny enough I went a trip with the 
old folks up here, and we went into one of the factories and that's what they were doing in there and I 
was telling my man that's what I used to do when I was young. 

 

Q. Were there men working there? What sort of jobs did they do? 

A. Well, they baled the wool, some washed the wool, then they had engineers for the machines. The 
machines went round with big leather belts. If they broke they put them together with a wee kind of 
studdy thing and hammered them together, they done that. Then there was one went round with that big 
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barrow and emptied these bobbin things I told you I put into the back. He used to bring them back and 
give them to the girls and he would put them on the racks as well as me. I done the same job as them 
and one used to go and gather the waste. When your wool broke and went round the spinning wheel, 
you used to cut if off with scissors and drop it on the floor. He went round and swept it up and put it into 
this barrow. 

 

Q. You were saying that when you started in Templeton’s that your wages were I0/- per week. Was that 
time or piece? 

A. Time wage, no piece-work. 

 

Q. None at all in Templeton’s? 

A. No, no piece-work. 

 

Q. Was there piece-work in any of the other factories or mills? 

A. Yes, there was piece-work then but we were too young. If you were older, if an order came in they 
stayed to do that order but I never ever did that. 

 

Q. Was that the spinners themselves? 

A. Yes. That was in another part of the factory altogether but we used to go through, when we were doing 
nothing else, and watch because that's how you learned and you stood on this machine and it went up 
and down with you, and all the time it was going up and down like that it was going quick, you know 
filling up the bobbins. 

 

Q. Was that machine a noisy one? 

A. No, you just heard it clicking. A click, click all the time but not noisy. 

 

Q. I was just wondering that the last time you said it wasn't noisy that you had just got used to the noise. 

A. The only thing that was noisy that you had to get used to was the big belts going on the machines, 
round and round. But if we were trying to speak to our neighbour over the machine you had to shout 
because it did make a noise. 

 

Q. Was that on all the time? 

A. All the time and when your machine got filled up ready to empty, off you went and you'd wind the handle 
on this big wheel and it stopped it. Then after it was filled up and all the ends all tied you used to go and 
turn it the other way to make it go. But through the other factory it was just a handle like that that you 
just pushed like that all the time to stop it or make it go. 

 

Q. So did you find that you got used to the noise? 

A. You got used to the noise, uh-huh. I think that's what made my sister and I speak too Ioud. My father 
used to check us but we couldn't help it. It was just the factory. 

 

Q. Did men and women work together in your bit of the factory? 

A. No, it was mostly women. But what we called the gaffer, the head one, then an under chap he took over 
when he was away doing something. Then that chap I told you went round with the barrow collecting all 
the waste. Three of them on the floor head. 

 

Q. And those managers were the ones that would sometimes walk around and maybe stop and watch? 

A. To see that everybody was doing their work; that second one walked around. 

 

Q. How did you get on with the other people that you worked with? 

A. Oh great, everybody. There were people from Cowie, Bannockburn, St. Ninians, Plean and Stirling all 
worked in that factory. You got on with every one of them and mind the ones that had come from Plean 
and Cowie had to get a bus maybe at half past seven and if that bus wasnae going at half past seven 
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there was no use in coming because they didnae arrive to eight o'clock and that's when the big gate got 
shut. Well, they knew when the bus was going and when it was coming back. 

 

Q. But they didn't get shut out often? 

A. Once I told you I got shut out. I didn't go home that day I went away for a walk then I got no pocket 
money. (laugh) 

 

Q. Were you able to talk to the people that were working on nearby machines? 

A. Yes, you used to sing the whole day all the songs, everybody. One started and everybody joined in. It 
was grand company. 

 

Q. Could you hear it for the noise of the machines? 

A. Yes, we heard it, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And the managers mind? 

A. No, they didn't mind at all as long as we were doing our work. I used to see him standing laughing, 
shaking his head like this, "What a noisy crew I've got," he would say. 

 

Q. What kind of songs did you sing? 

A. Och. <..pause..> Well, one girl from Bannockburn she used to sing the football songs. I cannae remember 
what but we all joined in and of course we always ended up with a hymn. She was one of these kinda 
Christian people you know and a lot of other songs. Then we made up a wee one about the gaffer and 
when we used to see him coming we used to sing a wee song about him. His name was John Gray and 
she made it up, this wee song you know. 

 

Q. Can you remember any of it? 

A. No, not much really. 

 

Q. Was it making fun of him? 

A. It was just a wee parody. 

 

Q. Was there a Work’s Club? 

A. No. There was a bank you put so much money a week in the bank from one July to the other July then 
you could lift it out whenever you wanted. 

 

Q. How much did you pay into that? 

A. Well, a shilling or a sixpence, whatever we could afford every week. I think the firms got that yet. My 
neighbour next door she's got one over at the school. She saves quite a bit up there. 

 

Q. What would you use the money for? 

A. Buy clothes. I remember I went up Baker Street and there was a shop called Brown’s and this coat was 
39/11d, this nice blue coat. It was a cross over which was a fashion style and you tied it at the side and 
this part was all flowers, not flowers, all fancy thread work on the front and that's what my coat cost 
39/11d. That was money I saved up off the factory. Shoes was 5/11d. You could dress fine. 

 

Q. Did a lot of the workers go in that club? 

A. Yes, they did. 

 

Q. Was there ever a presentation when a worker retired? 

A. Yes and I didn't get any because three of us left that night. There was Mr. Carmichael, he was the 
foreman, then there was me, and there was, <..pause..> you know, Kerr in Causewayhead, it's to do with 
the broken down cars and that. Well, his mother got married that night. Her name was Nellie Manson 
and me and Mr. Carmichael and he stood up and said, that he was sorry that there was no presentation 
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for the other two girls because it was too much collection for him. So it was really. Well, you couldnae 
ask them for any more than sixpence or a shilling. That was three of us left that night. That was July 
because we got married on the 13

th
 July. 

 

Q. Did any of the employers or managers ever visit any of the workers or the worker’s husbands or wives if 
they were ill or if they were bereaved? 

A. No, they sent you a card but when you left to get married that night they decorated you up and walked 
you through the town ringing a big bell. They do it yet, I seen one last week in the Thistle Centre. 

 

Q. Would that just be the girls that would do that? 

A. Just the girls, uh-huh. 

 

Q. So what would they do with you? 

A. They took you right to your door. Everybody in the town was looking at you, you know. It was rare fun. 

 

Q. Did they collect money or anything? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. How did your employer or manager treat you? 

A. They were all good as long as you done your work he was alright but if you didnae do your work you got 
a shouting. I'm telling you. 

 

Q. Were there ever any fines or deductions or anything? 

A. No, no everybody was quite happy. 

 

Q. If there was ever anything damaged or anything? 

A. No, there was nothing really to damage. 

 

Q. Was there a Trade Union? 

A. No, not at that time. 

 

Q. Were there ever any strikes? 

A. No, just idle time. Three days working and two days on the broo. 

 

Q. When was that? 

A. [1923] Well, I wasnae married then. I would say I would be about fifteen or sixteen at the time. 

 

Q. Why would they be on short time? 

A. Well, I think the Glasgow factory that made the carpets they went on slack time and we couldnae 
produce enough wool at the time for to give them for the carpets. 

 

Q. How did you feel about your work at Templeton’s? 

A. Oh, I loved it. It was sort of dirty but we loved it. We always took a change of clothes. We worked with 
different clothes, I did anyway. I used to change my stockings and my shoes and my skirt and put this 
big overall on because when the machine was going round it was splashing out oil and you got it all on 
your clothes and my father objected to us dressing going to our work. He thought, when we went to our 
work and when he had a wee job at night in the bar as well as the Ordnance, he thought we were going 
out that night if we went dressed to work. 

 

Q. So when did you give your job up at Templeton’s? 

A. When I got married, twenty-one. 
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Q. Was it usual to stay on or to leave after you got married? 

A. Well, I don't remember very many girls going back when they got married but I remember a few going 
back but not very much. They just left that time and stayed at home. Of course a lot of them had to stay 
at home if you know what I mean. 

 

Q. What do you mean? 

A. They were pregnant some of them (laugh) innocently. 

 

Q. Was that quite common? 

A. Not very often. I wasnae one of them, don't think it. 

 

Q. So what did you do then? 

A. Well, when my husband went to work I used to go up and help mother to do her work, and her washing, 
and her ironing and take my own washing up and get it done at the same time. No washing machine 
though. Hands rubbing on the boards. 

 

Q. Once you started your full-time job in Templeton’s you continued to stay at home with your parents? 

A. Yes, right ‘til I was twenty-one. That's when I got married. 

 

Q. When you were staying with your parents did you have your own room at that time? 

A. No, there were four of us in the one room. A big double bed was in the back room and my sister and I; I 
slept there and my sister, she slept at the bottom and the young ones, one at the back behind us. We 
sort of looked after them. When you got up in the morning you had to be very quiet in case you woke 
them up. 

 

Q. You were up early then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So where was that you were living at that time? 

A. In the Barn Road. 

 

Q. Do you think starting full-time work changed your relationship with your parents at all? 

A. No, no everybody had there own, although we worked outside we had our own work to do inside as well 
and that came as a routine. Whenever you got your tea at night you had to go and finish your work. 
That was all done. 

 

Q. Your pocket money? 

A. Sixpence. 

 

Q. How did you manage to get by with your sixpence? 

A. Well, there was two or three jobs. Women, used to go to the shops for groceries, then she gave you 
sixpence. Then if you took a wee boy or a wee girl out in the pram you got another sixpence for that and 
I used to always take kids out. I just used to love the kids, you know, I did. 

 

Q. What would you spend this money you made on? 

A. Well, I used to save it up. We used to have a little china piggy bank and I used to always put the money 
in the piggy. I saved quite a lot of money up in that piggy. That's what we called it, our piggy. Then when 
Easter came around or Christmas we could always go and empty it out and buy something. 

 

Q. Do you think that your wage coming in made a big difference to your mother? 

A. Well, 10/- was a lot of money then you know. Quito a lot of money when you think of what you got for a 
shilling, twelve pennies. Well, ten times that was a lot of money. 
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Q. She would be quite pleased with that? 

A. Oh yes, she was quite happy but everybody was handy with their hands. We always done something 
you know. I knitted and I sewed. I loved that and I loved polishing everything, shining everything up. 

 

Q. How did you spend your Sundays after you had started work? Did that change any? 

A. No, our chums used to come to the door and we used to go a walk, then we used to take the kids out 
after dinner. Then father used to take us a walk in the afternoon on Sundays, then come back and get 
tea at five o'clock and if you didn't change your clothes you didn't get out. If you went out you changed 
your clothes, if you didn't you didn't get out. 

 

Q. Did religion mean more or less to you after you started work? 

A. No, everything was just the same, nothing changed. Just the elder girls they got married and there were 
four of them got married in a year. My brother and three sisters got married in the one year. I was the 
eldest then. Nothing changed though it was all the same. 

 

Q. Did you start to take an interest in politics or anything like that? 

A. No, I used to hear my father and mother speaking about it but I wasn't interested until later on I used to 
go and hear the election; who got in that night and everybody used to wave banners and shout and he 
used to come off the platform with us and we used to walk behind him, the one that got in. It was a silly 
idea but it was fun at the time you know. 

 

Q. So did you support one political party? 

A. It was just somebody that we knew. It was a hairdresser Mr. Aimer, he got in and we were quite happy 
when he got in because we used to go and get our hair done from him and we knew him very well. 

 

Q. What party was he with? Do you remember? 

A. No, I don't really. I suppose it would just be the same as now Labour and Conservative and there was 
Tories and all these things. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time after work? Did you have any clubs in the evenings? 

A. Yes, we used to go to a Band of Hope, it was a Wednesday night. Then we used to go to the Girl’s 
Club. 

 

Q. What did you do at the Girl’s Club? 

A. We knitted and sewed. Then we done little acts and sang and recited. All these things. 

 

Q. Were they quite popular? 

A. Oh yes, they are quite popular yet the boys’ clubs and the girls’ clubs. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies? 

A. Well, as I say I was a good knitter and sewer and there was lots of games you know eh, <..pause..> Ball 
and Peever, and Stripping Ropes and Cricket and all that and we used to join in with the boys at 
Football. Of course I got a strained ankle, it bothers me yet and you daren't tell father because he didn't 
approve of all this mixing with the boys. 

 

Q. As you got older you would have stopped playing these games? 

A. Well, when you got older you got a boyfriend, that stopped. But I never stopped my girl friends I still kept 
on with them as well, the nights I wasn't going with my boyfriend. But we only got out three nights a 
week Monday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday. These other nights that was the housework in 
between. But a certain time to go out and a certain time to come in. 

 

Q. What was the time that you had to be in by? 
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A. Before ten o'clock stopped chiming on the big clock in the Broad Street. I used to run over Broad Street 
terrified in case that clock would stop chiming before I got up to the door. You've no idea. (laugh) You're 
laughing, but you can laugh. 

 

Q. And was that the same on Saturday? 

A. Well, his father was a baker and he always wanted in. His father went out at ten o'clock and came in at 
six in the morning and he always wanted to be down in the house when his father went out. So that left 
me to be in before ten. He was sort of like my father in his way, you know my husband. He was like him 
very much in his way. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on holiday once you started work? 

A. Yes, I went to Aberdeen with his mother, father and his brother, the one that died. I went for a week to a 
friend that used to stay in the Wellgreen, they moved house to Aberdeen. I went there to stay for a 
week. Of course, I had to ask father first as usual. I got my tonsils out when I was eighteen. That's when 
I got that gold watch that I was telling you about and here, that operation is a dirty operation, you lose a 
lot of blood and I hope no kids going to listen to this and my mother-in-law said, “Well,”, his mother said 
at the time, "you're very pale I think you should go a holiday." She says, "I'll take you to Aberdeen, but 
ask your father." So I asked my father and he says, "On condition it's with his mother that you're going." 
So my father and Mr., <..pause..> that's my husband's father, they got very friendly, they really come from 
Dunblane and we came from Dunblane so they knew one another and my father being in the bar 
working, my father-in-law went up there. It was a half a glass of beer then that they drank for a 
sixpence, and he spoke to him in the bar about this holiday so that was alright. So I got that holiday to 
Aberdeen for a week. Lovely it was. Then we went there for our honeymoon to that same house. 

 

Q. Once you started work in the factory did you make a lot of new friends? 

A. No, we just kept our old friends, the ones we were at school with, but one I do keep in touch with, I write 
to her yet, she's down in Essex. We write periodically to one another. She lost her husband too. 

 

Q. Were there any special places that you could go to meet boys? 

A. Well, I just went into King Street, you know where the big clock is, that's where I used to meet him at 
that statue in King Street, the Steeple. 

 

Q. Where would you go? 

A. Well, we went to the Alhambra, that was the theatre. We went there, then we went to The Kinema, then 
there was the picture house, Allanpark got built after that. Then there was The Regal, it got built after 
that. I think we went every night to one of these places. 

 

Q. Was that one night a week at first? 

A. Saturday night to the Alhambra, that was the first date, Then we used to go maybe on a Wednesday to 
the picture house or go down to see his mother. Then I had lots of sisters. I had four married then, three 
sisters and a brother and I used to take him to visit them. We went to Glasgow to a sister, to see her. 
No, we just had our own, no special, just family and friends. 

 

Q. Did your parents disapprove of any of the things that you were doing at the time? 

A. No, as long as you told them where you were, who you were with, and what you were doing when you 
went out, it was all right. 

 

Q. What age were you when you got married? 

A. Twenty-one. 

 

Q. How long had you known your husband at that time? 

A. From seventeen right up to twenty-one. 

 

Q. How did you meet first of all? 
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A. Well, he worked with Wall’s the plasterer and I worked down in Templeton’s factory and he was coming 
up going to his work and I was going down to my work and the two chaps that was with him, I knew 
them and they used to always do this in the morning, the two chaps, and I would give them a wave. 
Then two or three mornings after that he looked over, then he started giving me a wave, then my cousin 
he worked in Wall’s with him. So he told my cousin about me and he says that he would like to meet 
me. So my cousin made an appointment on the Saturday night to be in King Street with him and he 
would call him over and introduce me to him. So that was that first night, the Alhambra, the first date but 
I told my parents. I didn't hide anything from them. I told them to see that my father approved. 

 

Q. Was he from the same kind of background as yourself? 

A. His father was a baker and they were in Dunblane but his mother, her parents were builders up in 
Dunblane, Bayne, and they were quite good and more than what we had, in fact, and I don't know what 
my mother-in-law was but I think she sang in the choir. She was a good singer, she sung in the church 
as well and he was a baker, but she had, how many brothers? There was Jim, and John, and Tom. Tom 
was a sculptor, he opened his own place in Kilmarnock and he built houses, bungalows as well. He 
used to always say to his sister, that was Jessie my mother-in-law, he used to say, "Jessie, I don't know 
why your sons don't start a business because you've got Willie, a plasterer, and Tom a plumber." That 
was her two sons and he was always wanting them to start on their own. He's dead now, Uncle Tom, 
but I know he's got daughters and sons still alive in Kilmarnock. 

 

Q. How long were you engaged before you got married? 

A. Just two years. 

 

Q. Did you save up during that time? 

A. Yes, both of us had a joint bank book. 

 

Q. Was that quite common? 

A. Yes, quite common. Well, if you were thinking it was a serious business it was quite common, but some 
girls just went with one boyfriend and then they got another boyfriend, but that was my first boyfriend. 

 

Q. Did your parents help you in setting up home? 

A. No, they couldn't afford it. 

 

Q. You saved up everything yourself? 

A. Do it ourself, uh-huh. He was quite a good saver, his wages, I knew what they were before we got 
married, £3/7/6d. Then he got a raise up to £3/10/-d, but you must remember that was what you called 
a Journeyman and they had to learn the trade and they were five years at the trade before you got the 
big pay and when they got the big pay it was £7 something, that was all, but you know when we got a 
house £3/7/6d was a big wage because my father was only £2/11/-d and he had a big family to keep 
and you had to take another job to spin it out. 

 

Q. Was that bar work or waiter that he did? 

A. At night it was bar waiting and the Ordnance Stores through the day. 

 

Q. What sort of places did he do the waiting? 

A. In the Original bar in King Street. It's not there now it's a fishing shop there now. It was 27 King Street if 
I remember, the numbers still up. 

 

Q. What do you remember about your wedding? 

A. Oh, we had a nice wedding, quiet, just friends and neighbours. We got married in Skeoch Manse and 
we had the tea in the house and somebody was there with a melodeon and a fiddle and we had a wee 
dance and a wee song. Then at night when it broke up at twelve o'clock we went down to our own wee 
house in Cowane Street to spend our night there then we went to Aberdeen. 

 

Q. How long did you stay in Aberdeen? 
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A. A week because it was only a week's holidays you got with no pay and we had to go to the bank and lift 
two or three pounds out of the bank for to do my shopping. 

 

Q. How old was your husband when you got married? 

A. Twenty-three. I was twenty-one in May and he was twenty-three in July. 

 

Q. Did your husband have any other jobs? 

A. No, no jobs. 

 

Q. He didn't do any part-time? 

A. Well, he did if somebody wanted a special job done they always asked him to do it but he just got 
coppers, not pounds what they get now. 

 

Q. So you stopped working at Templeton’s when you got married? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Would you have liked to have stayed on? 

A. I would've liked to have got a wee bit more money but you had no place to go if you done that because 
you would need to go and look for a place, but we had a place when we were married. But you would 
need to go and stay with your parents at the time until you got that place ready, but that wee place we 
got was ready and it only cost us £21 to furnish that wee place and the rent was only 8/-d a week. 

 

Q. Do you remember what sort of things you bought for your first house? 

A. Before we were married we used to buy carpets when Templeton’s sent them in to sell them in Stirling. 
A big bit like that cost about 7/6d and a bigger one was about £2/7/6d, you called it a sofa rug then. We 
had that and there was lino on the floor when we got that wee place and there were a bed. But it was 
only a rented place but the bed was what they called, not wooden beds, it was brass and iron, nice and 
of course I did it all up. I bought lacy curtains and I put it on each end, made it nice you know and 
bought the bedding and chairs and table and sideboard that was complete and a wee wireless. It was 
quite nice and tidy and his mother gave me a leather chair, she got it made for a wedding present and I 
got one the same, made in the same shop. So that was two leather armchairs, the table and the four 
chairs stuck in and the sideboard and your carpet, one there and there, that was all and it was nice. 

 

Q. Did you get many presents? 

A. Not very many, <..pause..> Well, when you get married now they usually ask you what you would like for 
a present. It doesn't matter how much it cost you get that. When we got married it was dish towels, 
towels, pillow cases, table covers, sheets, no blankets, we had to buy our own. They werenae 
expensive but they were expensive then. They thought they were expensive and bed covers for your 
bed, just the essentials. Forks and knives and spoons, pots, dishes, cups and saucers, you know things 
like that. Things you wouldnae go and buy yourself. 

 

Q. Was that from relations? 

A. And friends, uh-huh. 

 

Q. How many years did you stay in that first wee house that you had? 

A. That was the one in Cowane Street. 

 

Q. That was your first one? 

A. That was the first one, then after a year I fell pregnant and his mother said that wee place was too small 
for a baby. So down where she stayed in the Wellgreen, Mrs. Young she was going to flit up to the next 
close because it was a four apartment and this was a two apartment, number 17. So she says this day, 
"Dress yourself and I'll take you out to that man that's got the property." So we went out and she stated 
the case and told him my condition. He says, "I know that house is going to be empty, just hang on a 
minute ‘til I phone to see if the one that she's getting is ready." So it was eventually ready, so we moved 
to the Wellgreen. 
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Q. Can you remember anything about the move? Who helped to move house? 

A. Well, there was no such thing as a motor then it was horses and a big what you called a lorry with a 
wooden thing like that across the top and this big tarpaulin thing came over and covered your furniture. 
That's the one that moved us. 

 

Q. Who helped you to move? 

A. Just my husband and my brother. He was down the stairs in the bottom flat. But I remember being very, 
very sick that night on that moving. I went up and stayed at my mother-in-law's and she came down and 
she sort of manoeuvred the rest and a year after that my first girl was born, the one that died. She died 
at twenty-six, that was the first one. Then two and a half years after that I had another wee girl, then 
seven years after that I had the boy. He's forty-nine now on his birthday. 

 

Q. So how many children was that in all? 

A. Three, two girls and a boy. We wanted more but it was just one of these things I suppose. 

 

Q. Had you known what to expect in childbirth with your first one? 

A. Well, I didnae keep very well at all with the first wee girl and even with the last one I didn't. But his 
mother had no girls, just three boys and he always said if we get a wee girl we'll call it after mother. So 
we did, Jessie. So she was quite happy and she's very, very fond of her. But Isobel the second girl she 
was a daddy's girl. Everywhere he went she had to be. Give her a pair of overalls and she was away 
with him. She was that sort of wee girl you know. She's that yet. She drives the car. She can manoeuvre 
the car and do anything. She'll be fifty-seven on her birthday. 

 

Q. Had you read any books or anything about child birth? 

A. There was not such a thing. That's what I'm glad now the children get that education at the school 
because we were two ignorant souls I'm telling you and you'll laugh but I'm not going to tell you any 
more about that. (laugh) You can guess. 

 

Q. So before you had that baby did you not have an idea at all? 

A. No, I did not. That's the truth [crosses heart] and hope to die, I didn't. I just wondered what all the fuss 
was about. A nurse and a doctor there and wondering why. That's the truth and I was twenty-two. 

 

Q. Were you able to ask your mother? 

A. That's a thing she didn't tell us. She regretted that, she always told us that. She says, "I had thirteen of a 
family and I'm sorry that I didn't tell you anything about it." But she was a shy person as well my mother, 
although she had thirteen of a family. You never heard the two of them discussing anything like that, my 
father and her ever. He was a very, very quiet man. 

 

Q. So it was a shock to you then when you had your first one? 

A. She was eight and a half pounds, a big girl and very clever. She won a bursary when she was twelve 
and went to the High School. She was a very, very clever girl. That's when they wore uniforms. 

 

Q. Did you say you had the doctor in and a nurse? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Was that quite common? 

A. Well, there was no maternity then, you had to have the baby in the house and I remember my husband 
was going to the football that Saturday. It was a Saturday and I was getting dressed and mother was 
away, she had an operation and then it was Charters Hall you called this place you went to, to 
recuperate. So he was getting dressed and I was getting dressed and I was always running back and 
forward to the toilet and I was beginning to wonder what was the matter. My mother-in-law come down 
and she says, "What's the matter with you? and I says, "Why?" She says, "Your face is as red as 
anything." She says, "Are you sick, are you ill?" I said, "No, I'm alright." I daren't tell her, I was terrified. 
She said, "I think you should better stay in and I'll get the nurse," I says, "What's happening?" She said, 
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"Just stay where you are." So she said to my husband, "Willie, there's a wee letter go and hand that to 
the nurse." She was an old highland woman, middle aged. She came with her white cuffs and her white 
stiff apron and white collar and everything. She came down, she says, "There'll be no visiting to your 
mother today, you'll be in there," this was the bed, "get in there." and she said, "I think we'll have the 
doctor." I didnae even bother I was that ignorant and the doctor came down and he says, "It won't be for 
an hour or two yet, I'll go back home. If it happens during that time just send Mr. <..pause..> up." He came 
down at eleven o'clock at night and he came down on Sunday morning and she was born between four 
o'clock and five o'clock. Well, I went all that time. 

 

Q. Was it quite painful? 

A. Oh yes, but I didnae bother, I wasnae one to complain. Supposing you were killing me I wouldnae 
complain. 

 

Q. Afterwards how did you feed your first baby? 

A. Breast feeding for a year, a whole year and she was a little fat thing, she was really lovely. 

 

Q. If you needed any advice about what to do with her? 

A. It just come naturally to you these things you know. The nurse used to say, "You're just a born mother." 

 

Q. I suppose you had plenty of practice with your brothers and sisters? 

A. I had really, even doctors advice. When the doctor come to the house I was always paying attention you 
know. Then I went to work with a doctor as I told you for six and a half years. 

 

Q. Did your husband have anything to do with your baby in the first year? 

A. Yes, he loved her. He used to come home, well we used to go to bed fourteen days then. Every time he 
came in with his dirty clothes on he was always over and he lifted her up, just like that. I would say, 
"Stop that, you'll make a mess of her clothes." He would say, Well, she's mine as well as yours you 
know." Oh yes, he loved her. he was proud of her for she was a nice wee girl, she was. 

 

Q. Did he do any of the nappies? 

A. No, no I was always able to do that myself. They do it now for my granddaughter, her husband does 
that. He can strip him, dress him, put him to bed, bath him, everything. 

 

Q. Was that not the done thing then? 

A. Oh no, it wasnae the done thing then but my father helped because we had such a big family. He used 
to do the bathing and our hair. 

 

Q. Could I ask you about your family life? How did you and your husband manage the house keeping in 
the early years? Did you know what your husband earned? 

A. Yes, I got the pay slip every week which they don't do now. You had to open your pay slip at your work 
to see if your pay was correct, then it was closed again and he used to just come home and put his 
hand up here in his pocket and he would throw that to me at the table. I would open it, £3/7/6, then 
£3/15/-d was the next raise, right up until, <..pause..> every year you got wages up but there was always 
a carry on at their work about a raise. If you didnae get that pay well, the chaps came out. They came 
out on strike for a day or two and go back, but no pay. 

 

Q. So would you manage all the house keeping? 

A. I managed fine. I even saved off it, that's true. Our rent for the new house we got, that room and kitchen 
was £4 something, £4/5/6d, and that's shillings and pounds a month. He came every month for it. 

 

Q. And you worked out all the housekeeping and what you would spend things on? 

A. Yes, I did. I had a box and there was coal, rent, insurance, all in that box and the wee slip on the top. I 
used to just put that in every week. So much money every week for that; I knew how to balance my 
budget. 
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Q. Did you decide when you needed to buy new things or did your husband? 

A. Both of us decided. I used to say, "Jessie's needing a pair of shoes this week." He would say, "How 
much will they be?" I would say, "Well, we'll have to see." So they were just shillings. She would get a 
pair that week then maybe next fortnight Isobel would get a pair. Then when Willie came on the scene 
his was dearer because he was a later baby and I always used to wear special shoes on them. Willie's 
shoes was called ‘The Little Duke’ because they had a lovely broad heel and a lovely broad toe, nice 
lacing fronts. He always got a pair like that. Isobel's and Jessie's was Clark’s. Clark’s shoes or 
Walkright. The Walkright had the heel sort of into the sole to support this part of your feet. I always 
seers their feet was right and get it X-rayed in the shops. 

 

Q. Things like new furniture did you just decide that you were needing something? 

A. Just a bit at a time, that's what we got. We had the kitchen done what we had in the other house. That 
made these two chairs when we were married, you called him Willie Forbes. He was a cabinet maker 
and a furniture maker. Well, if we decided to buy anything from him, we went to his shop and bought it. 
He would say, "I'll make it for you because we havenae got that style." Well, he made it and it was only 
three or four pound for that piece of furniture. Then one day we had saved a pound or two up and he 
worked in the Post Office that week doing night work. Well, that was what you called double time and 
that was like two pays, that week. Well, we saved that up, we had a wee bank book and kept it in the 
bank and we seen this lovely three piece suite in the window. It was brown and green velvet with a 
stripe, a lovely thing and you know how much it was, £14, our first suite. So we bought that suite and we 
put that one at each side of the fireside and we had these carpets and that, lovely lino square and the 
suite there. Then we went and bought a bed the next time, an oak bed and put it in the recess. Then 
that was the three piece suite and the bed, then our carpets. That was all you were needing in that 
room, I got maybe a wee bedside chair. 

 

Q. Did you go on any outings when your children were young? 

A. Yes, we took them bus runs and a train journey just to please them. Maybe go to Falkirk back and 
forward. Then we bought a car. 

 

Q. When did you get your car? 

A. It was, <..pause..> I'll just tell you how we got it. We always gave the children half a crown a week for the 
school bank. Well, you left the school then when you were fourteen. Jessie was first to leave the school 
because she went to High School and she got a job at a desk in a shop. You had to get your groceries 
at the counter and go and pay at the desk. She was in there and then, when the war broke out she was 
put into munitions. Isobel left school, she bought her bike, it was £18, I remember the price, it was out of 
Norman Craig’s, a shop in the Craigs. And Billy his accordion was £14, he bought an accordion and he 
went to Glasgow for it and that's all it was £14. But Jessie never touched her bank money. She saved it 
up when she was working, added money to it. Then when we bought this first car it was a Singer. I 
remember fine, £27. So I gave my husband so much money, he put so much and Jessie lifted her bank 
money and gave it to her father for that car. So we had a good time with that car. 

 

Q. What year would that be that you got your first car? 

A. We went away, we took them to Callander, then we went to Perth and Crieff. That was during the week 
on the clear nights, summer nights. Then Sunday we tool: them away to Balmaha. I don't know if you 
know where that is or not and it is sort of sandy with the sea where the men and women went to ski. But 
you had to be up there in the morning before nine or you didn't get your car in. Then you used to fill a 
big basket with goodies and have your lunch and dinner, you know, take so much in these big flasks 
and have our dinner and we didn't come home ‘til bed time. We enjoyed it. Then we got another car 
when we sold that one, it was £70. It was a wee Ford, just a wee box one. Well, the girls grew up then 
and they didn't come with us and the boy didn't come but my father came and my mother, my husband 
and me, that was the four. Then my two brother-in-laws they came up on a Sunday. There werenae 
very much room in the car for them but my mother and I stayed at home and let these two go with my 
father and my husband. We gave everybody a turn about. 

 

Q. Do you remember what year it was that you got that Singer car? 

A. [1943?] Oh, the Singer. Isobel would just be fourteen and she's fifty-seven now. 

 

Q. Was that during the war then? 
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A. No, the war wasnae started then. Billy was a year when the war started and he's forty-nine of his 
birthday. Then we bought another one after that. 

 

Q. That let your family as well get some wee trips? 

A. Yes, we took a different one every Sunday with us. Then we bought a wee Morris 8. One the same was 
standing out there yesterday. That man was sorting that man's car. I said to Rhona, my grand daughter, 
"Do you remember we had one of these?" She said, "Yes, I remember it fine." A wee Morris 8, it was 
£470. 

 

Q. Ho you remember what would happen when you were ill or if you were confined to bed how you 
managed? 

A. Well, that's a funny question, I was never ill. 

 

Q. Never? 

A. No, I just turned ill when my husband went to the army I took a nervous breakdown and I lay for seven 
months in bed. 

 

Q. What year was that? 

A. Well, the girls werenae long left school at that time. Jessie was working and Isobel was working part-
time. She was only twelve, she would go and find a job. She went and found a job every time. She went 
to a wee restaurant over the bridge, they called it the Bridge Rest, she went there. She went with a bike 
with a paper round, then she went messages with a big basket on the front and she was only twelve. 
She wouldnae be very much older than twelve when I was ill. The war started then. Well, I'm telling a 
lie, she was more than twelve but before the first boy was born that's when I turned ill with a nervous 
breakdown. The doctor didn't know what was wrong with me. I always seemed to be sitting crying and 
getting depressed. So my mother said, "We'll have a second opinion." So she took me to the doctor and 
we asked a second opinion. She took me to Glasgow, he gave me a line to take to the doctor in 
Glasgow. I was suffering from mental depression. So they two girls done the work. 
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1907 Carpet Mill Worker; Bus Conductress; Hospital Orderly; Shop Assistant 

 

Interviewee I2 
Interview Conducted 21st July 1987 
Interviewer Flora Thomson 
Transcribed by Betty Carruthers 
 

Q. Right, what year were you born? 

A. 1907. 

 

Q. And where were you born? 

A. Down in The Brae in Cambusbarron. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there for? 

A. Well, I think I was about five years old when we shifted down to the North End, down the same village. 

 

Q. And how many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A I had twelve sisters and one brother, eleven sisters and one brother. 

 

Q. And can you remember all their names in birth order or is it? <..pause..> 

A There's just three of us left now. Uh-huh. There was eh, Nora, the oldest, Connie, Esther, Gertrude, 
Mary, Ethel, Dorothy, and Jean, and myself and Mabel and Mina and my brother Bob. 

 

Q. And can you think back to how old your parents were when you were born? 

A. No, not really. 

 

Q. So what was your father's job? 

A. Well, he really was a soldier. He was a miner to begin with, and then he was a soldier. He was in eh, 
Tel el Kebir War and the Afghanistan War and he was on the long march from Kabul to Kandahar with 
Lord Roberts. And I forget the other one he was in, he has the four medals, my nephew has them now, 
his father died. 

 

Q. And so has he always been a soldier then after he stopped his mining? 

A. Eh, he was, he was, aye, he went to go to France in the First World War but when he went up they told 
him he had done his bit and they put him in Home Guard down in London. 

 

Q. And did your mother have any jobs before she was married? 

A. No, my mother never worked at all. 

 

Q. And eh, so did your parents attend church? 

A. Yes, my father was an Elder of the church here in, <..pause..> 

 

Q. The Church of Scotland? 

A. The Church of Scotland, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And did both your mother and father go regularly to church? 

A. Oh yes, and so did the whole family. 

 

Q. And eh, did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. I think my dad did, I was only about sixteen when my dad died. And I think he was Liberal at that time. 
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Q. And can you tell me what your parents did in their spare time, if they had any? (laugh) 

A. Well, eh my mother, she used to help people a lot and she did sewing. She made all our clothes and 
any other person that wanted them made, she made for them. She helped people a lot. And she was a 
lovely baker. She used to bake. 

 

Q. Did she join the Women's Guild or anything like that? 

A. Yes, she was in the Church Guild. 

 

Q. And your father, what kind of hobbies did he have? 

A. Well, he was a great hurch man and eh, he had the Templars. What they called the Templars, that was 
the no drink. 

 

Q. Oh yes, Temperance, yes? 

A. Uh-huh, well, they called them the Templars. 

 

Q. Like the Band of Hope? 

A. And then the Band of Hope, and eh, oh he was a, <..pause..> he was the Treasurer in Dunblane. 
Dunblane Presbytery. He had, eh, he was Secretary of the church there for the Dunblane Presbytery. 

 

Q. And did your parents take part in any sport? 

A. Well, there wasnae much sport in those days. It was more, eh, friendly things, the likes of maybe, the 
Templars having a wee sort of concert party and singing and things like that, there wasnae really any 
sports. Not that they took any, <..pause..> interest in. 

 

Q. And so how many rooms did your parents’ house have? The one that you lived in when you were a 
child? 

A. Well, there was, there was just eh five of us then left in, <..pause..> The older ones were away in service 
or married and we had three rooms and for the boy; We had a big garden where we were, and for the 
boy, my dad built a hut on the middle of the garden and it was all papered and everything and his bed in 
it and his, <..pause..> you know. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So how many rooms did your house have then? 

A. Three. 

 

Q. Three, I see. So did you share a bedroom? 

A. Uh-huh. Two bedrooms the girls slept in. 

 

Q. And eh, did you have a bathroom? 

A. No. No bathroom and it was an outside toilet, yes. 

 

Q. And so eh, did you have a zinc bath in front of the fire? 

A. That's right. Well, we had a sort of lean-to that my dad built and it was a wash-house and we'd the big 
tub in there and the boiler. It was warm there and when it was wash-day we used to get put into the tubs 
and washed there. 

 

Q. And so did you have any? <..pause..> No. You wouldn't have any lodgers then? 

A. No, no, no. 

 

Q. And did your mother do all the housework? 

A. Uh-huh. We had to help of course, and do things. 

 

Q. So was the washing sent out or did she do her own washing in the wash-house? 
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A. No, we had a big green up the garden and oh it was all hung up there, we did our own washings. 

 

Q. And did your mother make the family's clothes? 

A. She made quite a lot of the girls' clothes, you know, dresses and that, skirts. And my sister knitted 
jumpers and they were quite nice. 

 

Q. Did you get many new clothes when you were wee? 

A. We did once we got older. When you were wearing eh, <..pause..> My mother bought clothes and eh, of 
course, we were kept clean and tidy. And you always had to wear your good things on a Sunday and 
then they were laid past ‘til the next Sunday. 

 

Q. And did you get many new shoes? 

A. Well, just when we required them. But in these days we had the lovely weather nearly all summer, we 
went barefoot. <..pause..> It was so warm. 

 

Q. And did your father help your mother with any of the jobs in the house? 

A. He was more in the garden. And he kept hens up the garden. And he looked after the hens. 

 

Q. So did he look after the children and do, <..pause..> and things? 

A. Oh yes. A Sunday afternoon when we were all dressed. That was the ritual. We had eh, <..pause..> The 
younger ones were taken a walk ‘away’ out the Touch Road, there and back again. Had our tea and 
then back to the church at night again. 

 

Q. And so did you have any jobs around the house? You said that you, <..pause..> 

A. Yes, when we got older we had jobs. And eh, mine; I used to like doing the fireside. 

 

Q. Oh yes, you mentioned you used to black-lead the, the fireplace? 

A. The fireside and then the fender, what they called the fender. Eh, it was silver plated sort of thing and it 
was a round thing in the centre. And it was ‘Home sweet home’ on it. And, the bars across and you'd to; 
I used to love; with the burnisher in my hand and it was shining. And then this wooden footstool. It used 
to cover the whole fender, to keep it clean and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Can you describe eh, what you did when you were black-leading the fireplace? What were you doing? 

A. Well, it was a wee brush, with a handle. A wee round brush something similar to that but it was a round 
one with a handle. And you put the black-lead on and let it dry. And then you got another brush and you 
polished it ‘til it had a lovely shine, just like boots. 

 

Q. And you mentioned that you used to sing when you did the housework. (laugh) 

A. (laugh) I did. (laugh) Aye. 

 

Q. So what songs did you used to sing? 

A. Eh, I was so slow. Oh, it was always songs that my mother used to sing to us. I can sing them to this 
day. 

 

Q. Do you remember the words of them? 

A. Och, everything. 

 

A. Could you sing then into the microphone then? 

A. Oh, no, I don't know if I can manage that or no! It was just, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What were the titles of the songs? Can you remember the titles? 

A. Oh there were ever so many. I can remember the first one. And that was the first one I sang at one of 
their Templars’ concerts. And I was only four years old at the time. And I had my big doll, a big baby doll 
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with our Christening robe on it. And eh, I had to sing that day, that night, in the wee hall down in the 
other end of the village, it's knocked down now, of course. And I came out and I sang, "One day I took 
my dolly out for a little run across the shining meadows and laid her in the sun. ‘Twas only for a moment 
I left her lying there while I gathered pretty flowers for her hair.” So I sang this, eh, the three verses. 

 

Q. And can you tell me did your brother do any of the housework or was it basically the sisters? 

A. Oh no, he was a Boy Scout and he, <..pause..> Every chance he got, he was away down at the farm, 
away down the road and he was always in the farm. He loved pottering about in a farm when he was a 
boy. 

 

Q. And did you continue to do the housework and the household chores after you left school? 

A. Oh yes. Uh-huh. We always helped in the house? 

 

Q. And eh, what kind of meals did you have when you were young? 

A. Oh, good, good meals. (chuckle) There was always the great big pot of soup, with the handle over the 
top. Lovely soup, and eh, you got mashed potato. You didnae see meat very much. Mince, you did 
mince. But for eh, meat and that sort of thing. It was more soup you got; mashed potato and ham and 
mashed turnip that was a lovely feed. And plenty eggs. 

 

Q. Did you have anything different on Sundays? 

A. Oh, we always had a good, a nice meal on a Sunday. 

 

Q. And eh, where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. Stirling. They used to go to Stirling. We'd to walk to Stirling. No buses in those days. But, eh, we had 
quite good shops in the village and we got quite a lot of, <..pause..> And then butcher's carts used to 
come round. There was no butcher in the village but we got butcher's carts. But for ham and things like 
that, we got it in the Co-Operative. 

 

Q. And did you go shopping with your mother? 

A. Uh-huh. Oh, we used to go up and just do them ourselves. We were sent for messages and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So can you remember the names of the shops you used to go to in Stirling? Do you remember any of 
the old-fashioned names? 

A. Well, I used to go to the chemist and eh, that was Hogg, in Port Street. And there was Low’s at the top 
of the Craigs. And there was D & J McEwan and Hetherington’s. There was quite, quite a lot of shops, 
just forget then now. 

 

Q. And so did you celebrate special occasions in the family, like birthdays and Christmas time? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. So eh, did you have presents and things like that? 

A. Oh yes, and we always hung our stocking up. 

 

Q. And what would you get in your stocking? 

A. Not very much, but we got something. We, there was always a, a sixpence in the bottom of the stocking 
and an orange and an apple and it was sometimes just a doll, <..pause..> and sweeties, but you never got 
very much. But you were quite pleased with what you got. You thought it a lot, a lot of kids didn't even 
get anything <..pause..> much. 

 

Q. And did your parents play games with you? 

A. Uh-huh, they took an interest in everything. 

 

Q. And did you have books to read at home? 
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A. Our school books. We did have, uh, hum. 

 

Q. And were you taken out to visit the neighbours and friends and relations? 

A. Oh, we were always, <..pause..> everybody knew everybody else in the whole village. And eh, I can 
remember once we were taken into Stirling, down to the Riverside and went across in a wee ferry boat, 
just a wee tiny rowing boat to visit friends that was just across, <..pause..> across the river. I can 
remember that I was just a kid at the time. 

 

Q. And did you ever have any holidays when you were young? 

A. Not when I was young. I've well, <..pause..> I wasnae left the school when I was away in Greenock. I went 
to my sister's, she lived in Greenock at the time. And I used to go there for my school holiday, that was 
when I was a bit older. 

 

Q. And did you go regularly to Greenock? 

A. No, just in a school holiday. 

 

Q. And do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. Uh, hum, the older girls, <..pause..> It was usually the minister came to your house and married you or 
went to the Manse and got married. But mostly Mr. Adam used to come to the house and married them. 
And then they'd a lovely tea, and then they went away, and that was it. I mean, everything you had to 
clear up everything then. The tea was held in the room but, eh, Mr. Adam the minister used to always 
come down and marry the girls. 

 

Q. And can you tell me how you spent Sundays in those days? 

A. Uh, hum, you got up and you got dressed in your best. And you went to the church at eleven o'clock. 
You were out at about half past twelve. The Bible Class was held just after the church. In the afternoon 
you had the Sunday School. And then if we didn't go for a walk with my mum and dad, we went to the 
King's Park and listened to the Salvation Army Band in the King's Park. And eh, come back, had our tea 
and back to the church again at night, six o'clock. So that's how our Sunday was spent. 

 

Q. And when you were wee did you go to Sunday School? 

A. Uh-huh, yes. 

 

Q. And do you remember The Band of Hope? Did you ever go to any of their meetings? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Can you tell me what kind of things they did? 

A. Well, it was just stories and lessons you got about the Band of Hope being good and all that sort of 
thing. And the Sunday School, they used to have. what they called ‘The Cantata’ and eh, it was so 
much singing and then it would stop. It was a story right through. There were duets and there were 
solos and the choir singing. But the story, somebody read the part of the story. And I remember this one 
was about Wee Davie, ‘Put away the little dresses’. I sang the last solo in the book and I sung one 
about the middle. But I can remember that song ‘Put away the,” <..pause..> The baby had died I can 
always re[member], <..pause..> and that was down in the Old Church at the foot of The Brae, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So did you have different clothes on Sunday? 

A. Yes, oh well, they were put past on a Sunday night and that was them ‘til the next Sunday. 

 

Q. And were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And so religion was important to you? 

A. Religion was, well my dad was. <..pause..> They were very religious. 
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Q. And when you were wee did you play with your sisters or neighbours? 

A. Oh everybody, everybody. We used to have grand times everybody got together. Everybody knew 
everybody else in the village. 

 

Q. So what games did you used to play? 

A. Oh, it was always a wee house we played at. We got branches and we swept this at the hedge. We 
swept it all clean and then we had bricks round it and the different rooms. Just imitating the house, big 
house. It was really fun! 

 

Q. And what kind of toys did you have? 

A. Not very many. We used to use broken bits of dishes for, you know, to put in your wee house. And then 
somebody would have a wee shop. And you broke a lot of slates, red slates for the money, this was the 
money, <..pause..> you were, <..pause..> Oh dear, when you think on it! (laugh) 

 

Q. And were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Oh, we were always dirty, (laugh) that was one thing, you were in the tub getting washed, feet washed, 
hands washed, (chuckle) face washed! 

 

Q. And did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Yes, boys and girls all mixed. It was, <..pause..> We never seemed to go away as they do now in pairs 
and that, we, always a crowd of us even when we left school. Down at the foot of that hill there was a 
gas lamppost and we used to all be there. And we'd play at eh, Hide and Seek and we always used to 
go and hide. But we were always in pairs hiding, or two or three of us together. But there was no, 
<..pause..> You were always in a gang, no pairing away. 

 

Q. And did your parents discourage you from playing with anyone? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. So did you have any hobbies like going for walks or going cycling? 

A Yes. Wasnae so much cycling, walks. We were always away walks. Oh, the lovely walks away up 
through the three fields. And eh, up, away right up and then miles we walked and down the Polmaise 
Road and back home again. 

 

Q. And did you collect things like these floral scraps and angelic faces, and things like that? 

A. Uh-huh. We'd a book. 

 

Q. And did you have any pets? 

A. Oh, aye, rabbits, my brother he kept, he raised the Blue Bevern and the Chinchilla rabbits, <..pause..> 
What was the other ones? <..pause..> Three different kinds of rabbits. And he bred them and they were 
lovely. Then, of course, we had the hens up the garden. Plenty eggs. 

 

Q. And did you take part in any sports like Hockey or Netball or? <..pause..> 

A. No, there, there was none of that, in, our time. Maybe at the higher schools. We had just the village 
school down there. 

 

Q. And did you go to the Brownies or the Guides? 

A. The Guides. Uh-huh. I went to the Guides. 

 

Q. And do you remember going to the Pictures? 

A. Uh, hum. It was The Electric. The Electric, they called it, in the Craigs. And eh, you had to walk in, no 
buses. You'd to walk into Stirling into Cambusbarron to Stirling. And eh, I think it was two pence to get 
into The Electric, to the pictures. Black and white pictures and eh, the organ playing the music in the 
front of the silent pictures. (laugh) 
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Q. So was it, hmm, films like Charlie Chaplin or Laurel and Hardy? 

A. Oh yes. Aye yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember any other films that you used to go to see? 

A. There was one, Pearl White. I can remember that and it was the, <..pause..> they got this Pearl White, 
<..pause..> I don't know, I don't think she's alive now. But, eh, oh I was horrified because they showed you 
a big snake pit and they were going to put her in the snake pit, eh, if she didnae do what they she was 
told. She was to tell on somebody something or other. Just bits I mind about it. I was so young. I was 
watching this and they were always showing you all these snakes and I was terrified. But they didnae 
put her in. Oh I was, I was nearly crying. I was terrified at this. 

 

Q. And can you remember any other ones like Lillian Gish being tied to a, <..pause..> a? <..pause..> 

A. The train? 

 

Q. A rail? 

A. A rail? 

 

Q. A railroad track? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. And the train coming? 

A. And the train coming. Oh but, there was always somebody to rescue them. 

 

Q. And did your parents give you any pocket money? 

A. No, we just got this eh, three pence, not every week. We just got three pence, depending on how much 
money they had, to go to the pictures. But you'd to walk into Stirling and then back out again. But it was 
fun. We never thought anything about it in those days. 

 

Q. And can you tell me what sweeties you spent your, your pocket money on? 

A. A penny, we got sometimes a ha'penny, sometime a penny. If you got a penny, oh my, you got a lot of 
sweeties for a, <..pause..> I can remember that time I was telling you that I sung at the concert, I got a 
bright new penny. And there was a wee sweetie shop next door to us down in the north end. And I got 
four great big satinettes, they were a farthing each. And the great, I can always remember a great big 
one, lovely pink and blue, ‘satinettes’, they called them. And I had bought two. And then I kept the other 
ha'penny to be, <..pause..> spent another day. But, <..pause..> you got an awful lot for a penny in those 
days. 

 

Q. So we're moving on to school days now. Eh, were you given lessons by anyone before going to school? 

A. No, no. You just went right to school and that was it. 

 

Q. There was nothing like Play Groups or anything like that? 

A. No, no, nothing like that at all. 

 

Q. And so how old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Aye, four and a half I think it was. You could even go at four in those days. 

 

Q. And what type of school was it? 

A. It was that, just that one down there, <..pause..> just a, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Mixed Primary School? 

A. Oh yes. Yes. You started in the first class and right up to the top class, the sixth. 

 

Q. And what did you think of the school? 
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A It was just routine, I mean you didn't, you went. You had to go to school and went to the school to learn. 
And some things you were dumb at and other things you picked up quite the thing. 

 

Q. And did you like the teachers? 

A. Uh, hu, there, there was one Miss Anderson. Em, oh, she had an awful temper. You were frightened to 
do anything. But eh, there was Miss Guthrie, Miss Napier and Miss Thomson and Miss Anderson, Miss 
Ord and then the schoolmaster, Mr. Grierson. You'll have seen that John Grierson, that in the television 
the nature eh, films and that and abroad, John Grierson. There's a plaque on the schoolhouse there 
where he lived, where his father lived, well, his father was our schoolmaster. 

 

Q. And can you tell me what punishments there were? 

A. Oh it was always the strap if you didnae behave. 

 

Q. And what subjects were you taught at school? 

A. Well, you, you got reading, learning the alphabet, reading, and sums. That was all you got right up 
through. Higher and higher as you went they got harder. 

 

Q. And did you do Domestic Science and Needlework and things like that? 

A Yes, we had Cooking and eh, Needlework, Miss Guthrie took the needlework class. And you made, 
made a certain thing in the season, from the one summer to the next. 

 

Q. And did you do P.E. and games? 

A. We used to get drill, they called it drill. We used to get that too. 

 

Q. And so did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. You were always, aye, mixed class all the time. 

 

Q. So they didn't get Metalwork or Woodwork? 

A. They did get Gardening and, I think, they got Woodwork. But they got gardening because they had plots 
round the back of that school down there. 

 

Q. And what did you wear to school? 

A. Just anything, your dress, or your jumper and skirt. 

 

Q. Were you all dressed alike even although you didn't have a uniform on? 

A. Well, no, just people had put on what they had. 

 

Q. And did, you all wear shoes or were there some people that didn't have enough money?  

A. Shoes, and sandshoes. And then there was folk, lads going in their bare feet, I mean they hadn't money 
to buy them, if it was warm like. 

 

Q. And can you tell me what you did at playtimes? 

A. Uh, hum, you got out for a quarter of an hour at playtime and we just, <..pause..> run around the school 
playground, playing eh, playing. But eh, we could run home for our lunch. What we called a piece. Play 
piece they call it now. You could run home then, but they don't get out the school now, they've got to 
keep in the play ground. 

 

Q. And did you go on to another school afterwards? 

A. No, we ended up in that school. Fourteen you left. 

 

Q. So would you have stayed on longer if you had had the chance? 

A. I think a few, very few, went to the High School in Stirling from that school there but there wasnae 
many. We just left and tried to get a job. Well, I got the job in the Mill. 
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Q. So did you attend night school or part-time education afterwards? 

A. There was none of that. 

 

Q. And so while you were at school did you have a part-time job of any sort? 

A. No. 

 

Q. No. So you mentioned that your first full-time job was as a mill worker at Hayford Mills. Can you 
describe the work that you did? 

A. Yes, we made eh, hand tuft carpets. And, eh, sometimes it was big carpets and they got five or six girls 
on the, the whole thing; so many of the tufts to do right along the row. And others we had just rugs to, to 
do there was only one person did that. And it was tufts, what they, they called tufts, tufts of wool. And 
you had to bind it round one of the strands and then round the back of the other one and pull them 
down tight. And then you'd to put a shuttle through and then, ‘beat’ it down with a beater and then turn 
the strands and put it back again and ‘beat’ it down. And then start doing your next tufts for the next 
row. All your patterns and that you know you had to copy it off a pattern.  

 

Q. So how did you get your job? Was it through personal contact or did they have it in the newspaper? 

A. We just went down, <..pause..> No, we just went down and asked if there was any jobs and, <..pause..> we 
were lucky if we got a job. 

 

Q. And how did you learn the job, did you watch other people or was there an actual training? 

A. No, you were just to watch. You were told what to do and just watch, <..pause..> and we did it. 

 

Q. And so, what hours did you work? 

A. We started at eight o'clock in the morning. And we got off at twelve and back again at one and that was 
us ‘til six o'clock at night. 

 

Q. And were there any breaks for meals? Yes. You had a break at lunchtime, you mentioned. 

A. Yes, we got home for our lunch. But no more breaks. You worked all the time. 

 

Q. And did you have any holidays with pay? 

A. No. 

 

Q. No. And can you tell me what you were paid? 

A. (laugh) Well, for all these tufts we put in we got sixpence for a thousand tufts. 

 

Q. So that was a piece-wage then? 

A. That was a piece-wage. Nowadays they would get paid for putting the shuttle through and all that sort of 
thing but no, it was just your tufts. Your piece-work. 

 

Q. And were there any wage rises. Did you get wage rises often? 

A. Not that I remember, it was just always, <..pause..> It might have went up to sixpence ha'penny, but I 
don't think so. 

 

Q. And other workers' wages, what were they like? 

A. Oh I could, <..pause..> they worked in a different part of the Mill, that was the printers. They printed these 
cottons, see that sort of thing. Well its a big block with the print and they printed it on and they sold quite 
a lot of the cotton. In fact there's folk in Cambusbarron, the older people, still have that cotton. 

 

Q. And did you feel eh, that your wage was a fair wage? 

A. We just didnae bother we just, <..pause..> took what was coming to us and that was it. 
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Q. And did you give any of the money to your mother? 

A. Oh, we handed up our wages. We handed up our wages. 

 

Q. So did you still live at home, <..pause..> then? 

A. Yes. Oh yes. 

 

Q. And can you tell me, eh, you've mentioned at bit about the printers; were there any other jobs in the 
Mill? 

A. The printers. And then there was wool came in. And they baled it, it was raw wool, and it was to be sent 
away to be dyed, cleaned and dyed. It was oily sort of thing. It had to be sent away to be cleaned and 
dyed. And then it come back and that was the wool that we were using for the carpets. 

 

Q. And eh, so did men and women work together? Yes? 

A. Uh-huh. Not in our bit, but down in the, <..pause..> the looms, down in the other bit. 

 

Q. Eh, could you talk or relax at all? 

A. Oh yes, we, there was shouting and talking all the time. 

 

Q. Did you used to sing to relieve the monotony? Did you used to sing? 

A. You'd sit and sing to yourself. 

 

Q. So what songs did you used to sing? 

A. Or whistle. 

 

Q. So what songs did you sing? 

A. I cannae remember. I sang that much, <..pause..> at concerts and that. I have a pile of music in there. 

 

Q. And was there a Work's Club? Did you ever go on an outing with the rest of the people in the Mill? 

A. No. They had nothing like that. 

 

Q. And was there a presentation when a worker retired? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So was there a presentation when a worker retired?  

A No, nothing like that at all. 

 

Q. And did any of the employers, em, visit workers at times of sickness or bereavement? 

A. Well, I suppose they did in the village. People that knew each other. 

 

Q. And how did your employer treat you? 

A. They just took everything in their stride, you know. You didn't, not made anything. No, we just got on 
with our work that was just, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was were a Trade Union? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And how did you feel about the work that you did, did you like it? 

A. I quite liked it, I quite enjoyed it. Yes. 

 

Q. So how long did you do this work for? 
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A. It would be about, eh, four or five years. And then the Mill closed and I left. We had to leave, of course, 
and I got a job on the buses as a conductress. 

 

Q. And what were the hours that you worked? 

A. Long hours in the bus. 

 

Q. And what was your wage? 

A. I'm not so terribly sure but, I think it was over, well over two pounds. 

 

Q. And eh, were you still living at home at this time? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. So you still gave most of the money to your mother? 

A. Oh yes, we handed up our wages to, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And can you describe what your work was on the buses? 

A. Yes, we just collected fares, eh, as the people come in. And saw that they were off the bus alright when 
the bus stopped. My bus run was round the Hilifoots into Alloa. And you got to know a lot of people. I 
got on well with them. 

 

Q. And how? Did you like or dislike your job? Did you like it? 

A. I liked it, yes, I liked it. You met so many people. 

 

Q. So how long did you do this work for? 

A. ‘Til I was eh, twenty two, twenty two? 

 

Q. And, did you get married then, or did you leave to another occupation? 

A. Em, no, no I must have been on the buses until I was twenty four, <..pause..> Twenty four when I got 
married, that's right! I was on the buses all that time ‘til I was twenty four. And then I was married. 

 

Q. So, did you spend your free time away from work at the Mill eh, by going to dances and things like that? 

A. Parties or eh, social evenings that they used to have for maybe the Bible Class or the Sunday School 
and the Choir. When we were in the, the Church Choir, we used to have a bus run every year. 

 

Q. So did religion mean more to you after childhood? 

A. Well, uh-huh, yes. We attended the church and the Bible Classes. And I mean, it was a sort of routine 
we had, we had been brought up to. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on a holiday when you were working at the hill or as a Bus Conductress? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And eh, you mentioned that you made a lot of new friends, em, were there special places where men 
and women could meet? Like at dances and things? 

A. No, it was just, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Soirées or? <..pause..> 

A. Uh-huh, at soirées and that you got, <..pause..> but then going about the village you got to know all the 
village boys. We were just all friends. 

 

Q. And did your parents expect to know where you were at a certain time? 

A. Oh yes, you had to be in at a certain time and, <..pause..> we did what we were told really. 
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Q. So what age were you when you married? 

A. Twenty four? 

 

Q. And had you known your husband for a long time? 

A. Yes. I did. 

 

Q. So what age was your husband? 

A. He was just about a year older than me. 

 

Q. And how did you meet? 

A. Well, funnily enough, he didnae belong to the village. He came to stay with an aunt, and that's how I 
met him, through my brother. 

 

Q. So was he from the same sort of background as yourself or? <..pause..> 

A. He came from Largs. 

 

Q. And so did you get engaged? 

A. Yes. He was a young man when he did come here before, you know, I didn't know his childhood or that. 

 

Q. And did you manage to get things like furniture together for setting up home? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Was it basically from wedding presents and things? 

A. Well, you didnae get a lot of wedding presents, <..pause..> in, no 'big' wedding presents like what they get 
nowadays. But, eh, there was people, they would give you something that they didnae use. Maybe a 
chest of drawers for your room. And, eh, you bought a bed. You didnae really have very much in those 
days, but we were quite happy. 

 

Q. And can you describe the wedding? What were you wearing? 

A. I was, eh, I had a blue coat and a grey fur collar. And I'd a grey, a blue hat and grey shoes and grey 
gloves. And I thought I looked nice. (laugh) I don't know whether I was nice or not but ‘I’ thought I looked 
nice! 

 

Q. And eh, did you have a reception? 

A. Just a cup of tea, and, you know, just sandwiches and things. 

 

Q. And did you have a honeymoon? 

A. No. We didn't. We just went right to our wee house. 

 

Q. So what was your husband's job? 

A. In, <..pause..> at that time he worked in eh, Bannockburn Mill. A dye, <..pause..> in the dye house, you 
know, dying wool and carpets and that. <..pause..> 

 

Q. And eh, what was his wage? Can you remember? 

A. I can remember his first wages. Latterly, they got a bit bigger but his first wage was thirty two shillings. 

 

Q. And did you continue to work after you got married? 

A. No. It was a long time before I started to work again. It was after my sons; one went to Canada and one 
went in into the Air Force and there was just my daughter left, she was still at school. And I decided that 
I would go out to work. So I got a job along in the Hospital, and, the Convalescent Hospital in Touch, 
Touch big house. 
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Q. And eh, can you describe the hours that you worked at the Convalescent Hospital? 

A. Yes, we just eh, made up beds and swept up, kept the wards clean. 

 

Q. So you were a Hospital Orderly then? 

A. An orderly, yes. 

 

Q. Yes. And eh, from when in the morning ‘til when at night? <..pause..> 

A. Well, it was really shifts we did. Em, one was from, seven ‘til two. And then the other was, one was from 
four o'clock ‘til eight o'clock at night. 

 

Q. And how long did you keep eh, working as a hospital orderly for? 

A. Well, it, <..pause..> it closed. I think it was about a year and a half and then that Hospital closed out there. 
And Buchanan, he came back to, <..pause..> the house, Major Buchanan, the people that owned it. 
They'd handed it over to a Convalescent Home for Officers during the War. And then it was a 
Convalescent Home for people coming from Stirling Royal. Then it closed, and Buchanan come back 
and took over again. So, I got a job in Stirling Royal Infirmary as an orderly. And I left there. I would be 
about a year and a half there. And I left there and went and worked in a shop. And I was in the shop for 
fifteen years. 

 

Q. So, was this on a part-time or a full-time basis? 

A. It was full-time to begin with and latterly it was part-time. 

 

Q. And did you enjoy the work? 

A. I did, uh, hum. 

 

Q. Eh, were you tired at the end of the day? Were you constantly busy? 

A. Oh yes. It was a busy shop. 

 

Q. And can you tell me the hours that you worked when you were working at Ballantyne's? 

A. Well, in Ballantyne's, <..pause..> I used to be in at, eh, <..pause..> I got the twenty, twenty minutes to seven 
bus from Cambusbarron, so, it would be seven o'clock really we were to start. Sometimes I was in the 
Drip Road shop and you'd to be down there to open it at seven o'clock in the morning and that was ‘til, 
<..pause..> you got your time off for dinner. And then that was you ‘til quarter to six at night. 

 

Q. And can you remember what your wage was at Ballantyne's? 

A. It was very low at first. I think it was about six pounds something we got. But then we'd no Union or 
anything and they could pay what they liked. Until the wages inspectors started coming round the 
shops. And eh, by that time I was just working part-time from, <..pause..> one week I started from seven 
‘til one. And then the next week I started from, two ‘til half past five. 

 

Q. And so em, you mentioned that you had three children.? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Correct? Can you remember, eh, can you tell me the names and their years of birth? 

A. Well, Billy the first, the oldest one, he was born in '32, And, eh, Andrew, he was born six years after 
that. But he died in Australia when he was twenty-nine years old. Then Ann, there was six years 
between them, <..pause..> again. So there was about nearly six years between them, between their ages. 

 

Q. So did you know what to expect in childbirth? Did you read any books up about looking after babies? 

A. No, no. Just everything was natural. 

 

Q. So, were your children born at home? 

A. All the, <..pause..> all the children born at home. 
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Q. And so, what happened when one of the children was born? Did you get help from the family? 
Somebody to do the washing, cooking and things? 

A. Oh yes, There was eh, <..pause..> nurse, she was a midwife. She lived in Stirling. That was the first 
midwife I got. Then for the second one I got the midwife that lived in Cambusbarron. 

 

Q. And you were saying? 

A. Every birth was quite natural and I got over it quite alright. 

 

Q. So, how did you feed your first baby? 

A. I breast fed them all ‘til they were about three months, and then I started spoon feeding them. 

 

Q. And if you needed advice, did you ask your mother or doctor or nurse? 

A. Well, either, we could speak to the nurse or the doctor. 

 

Q. And did your husband have much to do with the children when they were young? 

A. Oh yes, he helped too. Took them out and, <..pause..> quite interested in them. 

 

Q. So can you remember what kind of medical care there was, eh, when you were growing up and things 
like that and when you were a child? Do you remember, eh, visits from the doctor and things like that 
and having to pay for the doctor? 

A. No, there was nothing like that and, <..pause..> we didn't really need doctors unless you were really very 
ill; you had the doctors. But, I remember our doctors that used to come and they, they were more like 
somebody of the family. They were, <..pause..> they took a great interest in you, in fact, they knew all 
about you. They were more like a friend the doctors. 

 

Q. And can you remember how, eh, you and your husband managed the housekeeping in the early, eh, 
part of your marriage? 

A We just used the money and bought what we needed and sometimes we got, eh, we went to Edinburgh 
with the kids during the holidays to Edinburgh to my sister's, and we got on quite well. 

 

Q. And did you know, eh, what your husband earned? 

A. Uh, hum. <..pause..> The wages went up, bit by bit, I think it was up to about six pounds they were 
getting. And then latterly, <..pause..> they didn't get very much in the Government Stores at that time. The 
wages were pretty low. 

 

Q. And did you decide how the money should be spent on things like bills and the furniture, and food, and 
clothes? 

A. No, we just sort of worked it out. We'd get this one time and get so much the next time and you just sort 
of paid everything as it was coming in. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Sometimes. Oh yes, quite a few times, but you got through it. 

 

Q. And if any neighbours were ill or confined to bed, did relatives and neighbours help out in those days? 

A. Yes, yes. Oh yes, they came and helped. 

 

Q. And, eh, where you lived did all the people have the same standard of living? Or would you say some 
were better off than others? 

A. No really. I think everybody was in the sort of same position. They hadnae much. You never were very 
well off, but you were happy? 

 

Q. And do you think of yourself as a member of a class? Like working class or the middle class? 
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A. Oh no. Just the working class. 

 

Q. And did people do their shopping in local corner shops or in the town? 

A. Well, latterly we, <..pause..> the buses running and that, we used to go into the town and you sort, sort of 
got things a bit cheaper. But we did shop quite a lot in the village. 

 

Q. And did local shops give credit? 

A. Yes, they did. 

 

Q. And were there any pawn shops in the area? You know, where you could pawn things? 

A. Not here. But people pawned things in Stirling but I never ever did that sort of thing. 

 

Q. And was your area a friendly neighbourhood? 

A. Yes, the whole village in fact, from we were brought up. Everybody knew everybody else. 

 

Q. And so, eh, we're coming on to memories of the First World War. And you were about seven years old 
then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So do you remember the soldiers being billeted in Hayford Mills? 

A. In Hayford Mills? Uh-huh, I do. 

 

Q. And do you have any other memories of the First World War? 

A. I can. <..pause..> Well, my dad, he was down in London. He was in the Home Guard in London. And I can 
remember when he got home on leave. And there was an 'old' lady, ‘Granny Brady’ we called her. She 
lived just beside us and she was a great friend. She had the wee high bonnet like that song, ‘Little Old 
Lady’ and the big bow here and her long wide skirts, and she'd a son in America. And every 
photograph, she was a great friend of the family, every photograph that was taken was sent out to this 
son in America. He knew everything, <..pause..> she wrote great big long letters. And I can remember 
there was two of our girls worked. My sisters worked in the Mill in Stirling and, eh, my dad had got a 
bust photograph taken in his uniform, down in London. And, of course, it was sent out to Bob, her son, 
and then it was sent back again. And the girls were all standing, just at the top of The Brae there and 
their pals. And Granny Brady had been coming down and my dad was still in London, and Granny 
Brady had said "Your father's home, your father's home." And they all turned and ran down The Brae. 
And they burst into the house. And they said "Where's my dad? Where's my dad?" And my mother, of 
course, she said "Your dad's in London, as far as I know.” She had meant that his photograph had 
come back from America and they thought their dad was home and they were flying down to the house 
to see him. And this is the kind of thing everybody, <..pause..> was, <..pause..> you know. She was a great 
old lady. She was well over ninety when she died. 

 

Q. And so do you have any memories of the Second World War? You talked to me about remembering a 
bomb being dropped at Forthbank Mill. 

A. Yes. Yes, and it flew over and my husband was in the, <..pause..> with him being in the Government 
Stores, <..pause..> he didn't have to go to the War. He was, <..pause..> in, <..pause..> duty, you know with 
the Home Guard, sort of thing. And, eh, he had to fly down to the First Aid place. And my sister -in-law 
was living, she had come through at the time. My brother was in the Army and we'd plenty room. Just in 
the house up there and it faces up that way. And, eh, this bang went off. And the two kids were in their 
bed and her son was in bed. And we ran up the stair and brought them down, but they'd never 
wakened. So, we'd to go and put them back up. They started crying, we put them back up again. And 
we were standing at the door watching, listening to this aeroplane. And you had to be all blacked-out, 
no lights in. And we're standing at that door there, when the search lights went up. They dropped a 
bomb away up the hill there, and killed some sheep. And we saw this wee tiny aeroplane and then we 
heard that the guns had brought it down And the pilot; he was in, <..pause..> he was taken to Edinburgh. 
So, that's one thing I mind about. And then we had the ration books, you only got so much of this and so 
much of that. 
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Q. How did you manage to cope with feeding everybody and that? <..pause..> 

A. Well, we just had to cope as well as we could. Once your egg ration was done or your bacon ration. You 
just had to wait ‘til the next week to get it again. Uh-huh. 
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Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1907. 

 

Q. Where were you born? 

A. In Liverpool. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. Four and a half years. I left at four and a half. I had just gone to school. 

 

Q. Where did you go from there? 

A. I came up to Glasgow, where we lived for about eighteen months. 

 

Q. From Glasgow where did you move? 

A. To Manchester. 

 

Q. When did you eventually arrive at Stirling? 

A. In 1921. My father got promotion and came to Scotland. 

 

Q. Did you have any brothers and sisters? 

A. Yes. I had a sister and a half-sister. 

 

Q. Were you older or younger? 

A. I was the youngest. I was the baby. 

 

Q. So what was your father's job? 

A. His occupation? An Inspector of Factories. 

 

Q. Do you know how long he did that for? Was that always his work? 

A. Well all his working life. He studied himself at night school and got promotion. He followed his father into 
the Factory Department. It was. a family concern, his brother also followed him into the Factory 
Department. It was the Inspection of Factories. 

 

Q. I see. <..pause..> And did your mother work before she got married? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church, or not? 

A. Oh! Very much so, yes. 

 

Q. That was on a regular basis? 

A. Yes a regular basis. I was brought up, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What denomination was that? 
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A. Congregational. 

 

Q. And did they ever take an interest in politics when you were a child? 

A. Yes. And in those days the Liberals were very strong and my father was a strong Liberal. 

 

Q. Was he actively involved at all? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> not particularly but we attended. <..pause..> I was, even in Manchester I went with him to 
Liberal meetings. 

 

Q. Did you? 

A. Yes. And I remember the name of the candidate in the area we lived in, <..pause..> Crumpsall, <..pause..> 
was P. M. Oliver. 

 

Q. And what age were you then? 

A. I use to love to go to the political meetings. 

 

Q. And what age would you be then? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> about ten or eleven. 

 

Q. So did you take it all in? 

A. Yes, I think so. Yes in those days there was a great social life. They had the Liberal Clubs, <..pause..> 
yes, for social events and so on; Christmas Parties and things like that. 

 

Q. Involving the children as well? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. I see, that's great. So what did your parents do in their spare time, if they had any? 

A. Played golf. 

 

Q. Both your mother and father? 

A. Yes both mother and father at Heaton Park in Manchester. And then when we came up to Stirling, we 
lived near Livilands Bowling Club, Tennis and Bowling Club. So they took up bowling, but my mother 
took up croquet. There was a marvellous croquet club attached to the Livilands Bowling Club, and she 
was champion of the club a number of times. So they were very sporty, so I was brought up to take an 
interest in games. Played hockey and tennis at school. 

 

Q. Was your mother involved in the Women's Guild, or any church organizations like that? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. The Band of Hope or anything like that? 

A. Oh, as a child, Band of Hope in Liverpool. Yes, I've a very vivid recollection of going to a Band of Hope 
meeting when I must have been about four, because I was four and a half when we left and the speaker 
had a bottle with alcohol in it, and it showed what alcohol did to your inside. Yes, I cars see that still 
very, very clearly. Yes and I had my Band of Hope little notebook and everything, and I still have my 
pledge, which I signed, I've still got it. And I do keep to it as much as I possibly can. 

 

Q. What about through your father's work was he involved in Trade Union movements, or anything like 
that? 

A. No, no as a government official, you see, you don't join. Nobody, <..pause..> no government official joins 
a union. 

 

Q. I see. Now, the first house you have memories of as a child. That would be in Liverpool? 

A. In Liverpool. 
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Q. Well you were only four and a half when you left. 

A. Yes but I have very, very clear remembrances of it. 

 

Q. Could you tell me what it was like? 

A. It was called, <..pause..> it was the house I was born in, 40, Derby Lane, Old Swan. About, I think, 
probably about two miles from the famous area of Knotty Ash. Famous for Ken Dodd who still lives 
there. And as I say I was christened in Congregational Church, Knotty Ash. And father played cricket, 
he was a very fine cricketer, fast bowler. But the house itself was, <..pause..>. a terrace, a big terrace, a 
long terrace called Derby Lane and that was on the approach to the, <..pause..> it was, <..pause..> you 
could go down Derby Lane to get somewhere to Aintree Racecourse, where the Grand National is held. 
And the house itself, we had a backyard, we didn't have a garden, we had a backyard onto an entry. 
And the yard itself was covered with beautiful huge red slabs with a coal cellar and everything down on 
the right hand side, you see. And no garden there was just a little bit in the front. 

 

Q. I see. And the rooms? 

A. With a drawing-room, <..pause..> a drawing-room and a dining-room at the back with a French-window 
onto this big sort of courtyard, you see, and I think there would be three bedrooms upstairs and the 
usual amenities, and a great big boiler, the old fashioned boiler for doing the clothes. 

 

Q. Was that within the house? 

A. That was within the house. 

 

Q. Inside bathroom, toilet? 

A. Oh? Yes, yes. 

 

Q. So did you ever have anybody besides your parents and sisters living in the house? 

A. No. 

 

Q. No lodgers? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Now did your mother do all the housework herself? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. She never had anybody in to help at all? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Can you describe some of the chores that she would do? Can you describe some of the housework 
tasks that your mother would have to do? 

A. Well just general housework and she was a very fine cook. She was Glasgow born, she was 
Glaswegian. Oh yes! And that was how my father had met her, you see through her brother. She carne 
down to spend a holiday with her brother in Liverpool in the Factory Department and my father met her 
there and fell in love, you see, so that's how that came about. No, she did everything herself and she 
had, <..pause..> I suppose she would have a slight Glasgow accent, you know having been born and 
brought up in Glasgow, and she recollected once going to the chemist for something and she asked for 
this, whatever she wanted, and the chemist kept saying, "I beg your pardon?" And at last my mother got 
slightly annoyed about this, and she said, " Aren't I speaking clearly enough?" And he said, "Yes 
Madam, but I love to hear your accent". (laughter) So that's another happy recollection I have. And we 
had wonderful Christmas parties at the church and I started my dramatic life at the age of about four 
announcing the items at a concert; it was a Christmas party. 

 

Q. I see, <..pause..> four years old? 

A. It was a Christmas party and I was dressed in a white frilly dress which my mother had made, mother 
made all our dresses. 
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Q. I was going to ask you did your mother make the family's clothes or that? 

A. Yes, she made the beautiful dresses and coats even when we lived in Manchester she made our 
outdoor coats and everything and trimmed our hats for us with flowers and so on. But on this occasion 
my father must have organized this concert, you see, for Christmas, so I was announcing the items at 
the age four and I had tinsel round my head. And I have a very clear recollection of saying, "Oh Dadda, 
it tickles!” (laughter) So we had a great social life in the church in those days. Very happy memories. 

 

Q. Now, did your father ever help your mother around the house with jobs? 

A. Oh yes, yes. He was not a handy man, he was not, <..pause..> a Do-it-yourself. He much preferred to get 
the proper tradesman in, you know. But, <..pause..> oh yes he helped quite considerably. 

 

Q. Housework? 

A. Very united family. 

 

Q. I see, and would he like, look after you as children for your mother to go out, or things like that? 

A. Yes, yes.. 

 

Q. What about yourself, did you have jobs to do around the house, tasks when you were a child? 

A. Yes. Not so much, <..pause..>. eh, not when I was a very small girl, but I do have very clear; <..pause..> Oh 
yes we had to take our share, because that was a very strong point with my father. We had to help 
mother. Oh yes! 

 

Q. So did you have set tasks that you had to do every day, or was it just a case of you helping? 

A. Not that I can recollect that, no. We would be taught just the general dusting and sweeping around, and 
helping with the dishes, of course. 

 

Q. So what kind of meals did you have as a child? What sort of things did you eat? 

A. Oh plain, sensible fare, porridge, and I remember very strongly that where you have Kellogg’s Wheat-
flakes now, we had the same thing, but they were called ‘Post-toasties’ or ‘Grapenuts’, which I suppose 
were sort of like the present day bran, you see. But the Wheat-flakes were called ‘Post-toasties’ and 
they were good. ‘Post-toasties’. 

 

Q. ‘Post-toasties’? 

A. The forerunners of Kellogg’s Wheat-flakes. 

 

Q. Where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. Locally. 

 

Q. Just locally? 

A. Yes, yes they were very good shops, <..pause..> yes. 

 

Q. Like local corner shops. It wasn't the sort of thing to go into town and do a bit shopping? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> locally, locally. A great event was to be taken into Liverpool itself and taken to Cooper’s, 
which Fine Fare took over a few years ago. And Cooper’s had a lovely restaurant and my mother would 
take my sister and myself as a great treat and we would have cream buns, <..pause..> very, very luscious, 
filled with whipped double cream. 

 

Q. And that was a treat? 

A. I have a very strong memory of things that happened when I was a little girl in Liverpool. 

 

Q. What about things like furniture and household things would they be bought sort of locally? 
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A. Oh I suppose when available, because they were very good shops. It's quite a big area, I passed it, 
within about half a mile of it two years ago. I was doing a coach tour from Southport and I passed the 
end of the road leading down to my old birthplace. 

 

Q. Now. You were talking earlier about special occasions; birthdays, Christmas, New Year, Easter, 
Hallowe'en, were these always celebrated when you were child? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Can you describe say Christmas Day, what would be the? <..pause..> 

A. Oh Christmas Day was, <..pause..> a typical English Christmas, which has now come up into Scotland 
much more than it use to be kept in Scotland, you know. And there used to be great excitement, of 
course, with the opening of the presents in the morning. And a sleepless night wondering what was 
happening. But we were content in those days with small gifts and, I always had to have books. And 
your stocking was the old-fashioned stocking with a new penny and an orange and an apple and one or 
two small things in your stocking. And the stocking was hung up on the end of the bed not over the 
mantle shelf, because that was considered to be dangerous. It was hung at the end of the bed. 

 

Q. And what about birthdays? 

A. But we were content with small gifts and as long as I got a book to read, I was perfectly content; and 
then as I got older, I remember in Manchester I got a beautiful pencil case. And I still have the small 
ruler out of it. But children's gifts in those days, you see, we didn't expect to have a lot. We didn't expect 
our parents to spend a lot on us, because we knew that things were not difficult in those days, I mean 
we were very, very well fed, but compared to today's salaries, of course, they were very small. 

 

Q. I see. What about birthdays, would that be acknowledged, your birthday? 

A. Oh I always had a birthday party. 

 

Q. A party? 

A. Yes. With a cake made by my mother, a sponge cake with cream and decorated by my father. I was 
always intrigued watching him. In his work as a factory inspector he had to visit bakeries and so on, and 
he learned from watching the bakers. How to put the icing into a cone, <..pause..> make a paper cone, 
long before the days when you had cloth cones and everything. Father would make a paper cone and 
fill it up with the coloured icing, and decorate it, <..pause..> and ‘Happy Birthday’ and whatever. If it was 
my sister, she was Kitty, and my half-sister lived with my grandmother in Leicester, because she had 
been born, <..pause..> her mother had died just after she was born, so my grandmother took care of her 
and just brought her up in Leicester. But we were very, very close, very united family, and she used to 
come and stay with us very, very often. We loved each other dearly. But I used to love to watch my 
father decorating the birthday cake. 

 

Q. That's wonderful. So from what you've said I take it your parents did participate with you as children a 
lot and play games with you, and things like that? 

A. Oh yes! Oh very much so. Yes. 

 

Q. What about a library? You were saying you were fond of books. Was there a library near hand for 
children? 

A. Not that I recollect, because I was only four and a half when I left Liverpool, but Manchester, yes, and 
we had quite a long walk to get to Cheatham Hill to the library. And father had a thing about hygiene, 
and in those days of course, we had a kitchen range with a plate rack along the top, and when we 
brought the books back from the library, they were put up onto the plate rack to be steamed, to possibly 
kill any infection there might be in them. 

 

Q. I see. That idea would be coming from his job really? 

A. I don't know, but I always remember that, he said, "Now put your books up on the plate rack just for a 
little while," but it was a very, very good library. But we had quite a long walk to it, there wasn't one 
locally. 
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Q. I see, and would your mother or father take you there or did you go yourself? 

A. Well as we got older, because I was fourteen when I came to Stirling, you see, so as we got older we 
went by ourselves. 

 

Q. Now, the likes of Christmas and birthdays and these occasions you would be seven when the First 
World War started? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did the war affect you? Have you many memories of it? 

A. Very much so, <..pause..> yes, yes. Manchester was very badly off for rations. Of course, it was much 
improved in the Second World War, you see. They started rationing in the Second World War much 
earlier. And we did suffer very badly, we had very, very poor rations, of margarine, sugar, things like 
that. But mother coped very well, and she had a baking always on a Saturday morning. That was her 
morning for doing the big baking and she made Scots’ oatcakes and pancakes and things like that. 

 

Q. Have you any particular memories of the First World War? 

A. Oh yes! The morning of Armistice, by this time I had gone to the Primary Department of my sister's High 
School, which was a long way away, we had a long walk, no such things as buses. in those days. We 
had a long walk down to Lower Crumpsall and then up a hill to get to the High School. And we were 
sent home, word came through to the school, the Armistice had been signed, and we all scattered, we 
all rushed home as quickly as we could. And my father said right, <..pause..> father came home, and he 
said right, we'd get the tramcar into Manchester and we went to Manchester Cathedral, the day of the 
Armistice being signed. There was a big service in Manchester Cathedral of thanksgiving. 

 

Q. Now. Visiting neighbours, friends, relations was that quite an outing when you were young? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was that quite a regular thing? 

A. During the First World War, I have a very vivid recollection of my father's younger brother, who was in 
the Navy, he got leave and came and spent Christmas Day with us. And in those days, of course, there 
were trains running, although English people kept Christmas very, very intensely, but I have no 
recollection of him staying with us, but he had his girlfriend with him; so we had a very happy day. I can 
remember that very clearly. And my mother's younger brother who was in the Scottish Horse, because 
he was Glasgow born, he was in Scottish Horse, and father's other brother who was in the Artillery, they 
always visited. And you used to be so proud to walk out with your uncles in their uniforms. 

 

Q. What about holidays? Did you ever get away as a family? 

A. Yes. We had, <..pause..> my mother's older brother, lived in Wallasey, across the Mersey from Liverpool. 
And we used to go and have holidays there because it was a seaside resort, which was lovely. And we 
would go to, <..pause..> two or three years we went to Cleveleys, which is now connected to Blackpool 
along a promenade. But in those days Cleveleys was quite separate from Blackpool and we had a 
holiday in Blackpool once I remember, with a very good landlady. And in those days; <..pause..> the 
mother of the family would go out and bring in the food and the landlady would cook it for us. 

 

Q. Oh! 

A. Yes. Quite different from nowadays. 

 

Q. And that was normal practice? 

A. That was quite normal practice. Yes. 

 

Q. I see. What about going back to Glasgow? Did your mother take you home? 

A. We used to come up to Glasgow, yes to visit my Glasgow grandparents and my aunts and uncles. 

 

Q. Now, when you were young did you ever remember a wedding in the family? 

A. Yes, 
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Q. Would the children ever be allowed to go to a wedding? 

A. Yes. A wedding in Glasgow of my mother's brother, and my mother had made the most beautiful white 
silk dresses for my sister and myself, with French knots and panels of lace down. Now I must have 
been just; <..pause..> we came up from Manchester, so I must have been about six, and at the reception I 
disgraced myself and my family by sliding along the ballroom floor. I thought it was tremendous fun. And 
I was in this most elegant white silk dress, and it really was, but after all as a child who could resist a 
polished floor. (laughter) So I was very, very quickly picked up and gently reprimanded. 

 

Q. Now, Sundays when you were a child. How would you spend a Sunday? A typical Sunday? 

A. Oh! Church and Sunday School. 

 

Q. Was the meal different on a Sunday, breakfast or dinner? 

A. The meal was mid-day when we came back from church. 

 

Q. Church in the morning? 

A. Yes. And, of course, there was always an evening service to go to as well. I can't remember, in 
Liverpool, but I must have gone more to the evening service, because it was quite a long way to go, but 
there was the tramcar. We went by tramcar. But I have a very clear recollection of a Christmas party at 
these friends, these wealthy friends who had the, (paddock). <..pause..> A beautiful Christmas party and 
our hostess, I was sitting on my father's knee, and I thought she was a fairy, because she disappeared, 
I realize as I get older, that she had disappeared and got dressed up as a fairy, and she came into the 
drawing-room as a fairy, and I have very, very clear recollections, she was beautiful. And they had a 
coachman and a governess cart and occasionally if we were visiting them, the coachman was called 
and we were taken home to 40, Derby Lane in the governess cart. 

 

Q. Presumably on Sundays you would have different clothes to wear? 

A. Oh yes! You never wore the same thing on a Sunday that you wore through the week. 

 

Q. So that was just kept for a Sunday? 

A. Yes. Sunday clothes. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? Was that the normal practice to say prayers at night and grace 
at the table, this sort of thing? 

A. Er, <..pause..> yes. 

 

Q. You were? Yes? 

A. yes. We were taught, we always said grace before our meal, and we always had to say, "Excuse me, 
may I leave the table?" And we had prayers at night. Another happy memory I have of my birthplace, 
40, Derby Lane, Old Swan; we lived opposite a police station and in those days there were a lot of 
police horses, and there were children, some of the policemen lived on the premises, but one family 
called Jones, the father was a Sergeant, and if I remember rightly two of the sons, at least one of them 
was also stationed there, Stanley. And Stanley and I were great friends. But when father, Sergeant, 
went off duty at night he would come across, and he always came up to our bedroom to say goodnight 
to Kitty and Eileen, occasionally he would bring some treacle toffees. 

 

Q. A real treat? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So religion played quite an important part in your life when you were young? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Presumably it still does? 

A. Yes. Very much so. 
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Q. I was going to ask as a child who did you play with, but you have just said you played with neighbours 
and your sister as well? 

A. With my sister. I've no clear recollection of children from the houses round about, but as I've just 
remembered there were children across the road at the police station, you see, and we used to go 
across and play with them. I've no recollection of their names now, but we used to go across and play in 
the station yard, and we saw the horses, and that was part of my life there. 

 

Q. What sort of games did you play? 

A. Tig and what's known in Scotland as Peever, Hopscotch. Yes that sort of game. 

 

Q. So did you play outside most of the time, or would friends all gather in people's houses, this sort of 
thing? 

A. Yes. Because it was a main road, it's still a main road from what I could see when I saw past the end of 
it two years ago, and it was quite a main road called Derby Lane. There was a lot traffic on it. There 
were no tramcars, but there was quite a lot of traffic and I remember going to school. But I have a very 
clear remembrance of, before I went to school, there was a very bad snow storm and, of course, that 
was the days before children had Wellingtons and high boots and so on. And my sister at that time was, 
as I say, three and a half years older than me, and we stood at the front door to see her off to school 
and father had wrapped her little legs in layers and layers of thick brown paper, because she was 
determined to go to school and this was to get her through the snow. 

 

Q. My goodness. So hmm, <..pause..> did boys and girls play the same games? Did they play together? 
Was that accepted? 

A. Yes. I think they were, <..pause..> I can't remember what the family was in the police station. There was a 
French family lived next door. Why they were there I don't know, but they were called (Lemprier), and 
they were very good neighbours. We had a dog of course, and my father had pet birds which he kept in 
the scullery, it was hung in the scullery. And now I realize; of course, that one doesn't do that sort of 
thing unless people have a budgie. But father kept birds. 

 

Q. So were you allowed to play with whoever you wanted? 

A. Oh there were restrictions, there were restrictions. But my memories of my childhood are clear in that, 
<..pause..> we played, as I said, just the ordinary childish games, you know. And parties, we had a lot of 
parties, a great social life, because my father and mother were very social minded and very musical. 
And my sister, I think she would learn to play the piano in Liverpool, but certainly she was a very, very 
fine pianist. And I learned to play the piano in Manchester. My sister was taught singing when we came 
to Stirling. She was in the Operatic Society and she had a dance band in Stirling. She played at the big 
dances in the Golden Lion Hotel, but that's jumping on a bit isn't it. But very musical, my father was a 
very fine tenor singer and my mother had a lovely voice also, so we were brought up to appreciate 
music all our lives. It was just part of our lives. 

 

Q. Now you were saying there were restrictions on who you could play with. Did you know why you 
couldn't play with a certain person? 

A. No, no, I can't remember that we were restricted at all. We must have played with the children round 
about quite happily, and we always had a dog. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time after school and weekends? Did you have to do household chores 
and then your homework say? And then you could do what you wanted, or? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, yes within reason and as long as our parents knew where we were going and who we were going 
with. But in those days, you see we just always told our parents what we were doing and our friends 
were allowed to come home, they were part of the family. They were just welcomed because they were 
friends of Kitty and Eileen, you see. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any youth organizations, like the Guides or the Brownies? 

A. I didn't, but my sister did. 
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Q. I see. Now, what about the pictures or the cinema? 

A. Oh yes! That was very much part of our lives in Manchester. Saturday going to the pictures at The 
Premier, The Premier Cinema. We would go there on a Saturday morning sometimes, and during the 
First World War. If we went with my mother, she was a member of the Red Cross and she made shirts 
and pyjamas for the wounded soldiers, and if we went to the pictures she always took her socks and 
she could sit and knit socks in the dark. 

 

Q. In the dark? 

A. In the dark, yes, when the picture was showing she could, <..pause..> and she would knit quite a good 
length of sock before we came home from the pictures. And our church in Manchester was quite a long 
way away, and at another church though, with which we had connections, a Congregational Church, we 
gave the, the adults, the grown-ups, they gave parties for the wounded soldiers who were stationed 
nearby, <..pause..> various tea-parties and entertainments. Just as there were during the Second World 
War also in Stirling. 

 

Q. Did you get pocket money when you were little? 

A. Yes. Not very much though. And one thing I used to treat myself to was a tuppenny whipped cream 
walnut. And now they cost about 25p, I think, or something like that. But I used to have a great treat. I 
used to buy it on the way to school. 

 

Q. Right, now school. Before you started school were you taught anything at home at all? 

A. I would be taught to read, I suppose, yes, because I can't remember not learning to read. I just always 
read. And that brings back to mind when I was at Primary School in Manchester, during the First World 
War. There were some Belgian children, evacuees as we would call them now, and I remember sitting 
in the corner of the classroom with a book and I was teaching a little Belgian girl to read English 
because I was always a good reader. I can't remember having to sit down and learn to read because I 
was brought books from infancy, and that was just part of my life, you see, because my father was a 
great reader. 

 

Q. So what age did you start school? 

A. Four and a half. 

 

Q. Four and a half. And what type of school was it? Was it just a Primary School or did it carry you right 
through to Secondary, as some of the schools did? 

A. Primary. 

 

Q. Just a Primary School. What did you think of school? 

A. Oh! I loved it. 

 

Q. The teachers. What were they like then, strict, friendly, approachable? 

A. I can't remember, <..pause..> you see, I went to Glasgow from Liverpool, and I had just gone to school in 
Liverpool, and we came up to live in Mount Florida near my grandparents, and we went to Mount 
Florida Primary School, and I can remember that much more clearly. I was happy, but my sister was 
not, because we spoke with an English accent which was not acceptable by one of the teachers. 

 

Q. One of the teachers? 

A. It was an unhappy experience for my sister, but I was perfectly happy and enjoyed it very much. We 
were only there for a short time, of course, about eighteen months, you see, and then father got 
promotion and went back down to Manchester. 

 

Q. So did they have punishments at primary school for children? The strap? 

A. Oh! I can't remember, I don't think so. Nothing outstanding at all. Of course, there was the strap in those 
days, the tawse. But I never got it. Not in Mount Florida, but I was only five at that time, you see. I was a 
good little girl. (laughter) 
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Q. What sort of things would children get the strap for? How strict were the teachers? 

A. Talking, I suppose, too much in class. Maybe not listening. Not having done their homework. 

 

Q. What sort of subjects did you get? 

A. Oh the three R's! And Sewing and Knitting. Just the usual things that one got in those days. 

 

Q. Did the boys get Sewing and Knitting? 

A. Oh I can't remember. No, I think they would get Woodwork or perhaps something like that. They 
certainly did in Stirling High School. They got the Woodwork classes when we were in Miss Duncan's 
class getting Sewing. 

 

Q. Now what did you do at playtimes? 

A. Oh we played Rounders and Tig, Skipping. There was always Skipping, in season, when it came into 
season we had Skipping Ropes. 

 

Q. So you were at the Primary School in Glasgow and then you went back to Manchester? 

A. Yes. To a Primary School first, and then to the junior section of a Girls’ High School, it was an all girls’ 
High School, yes. 

 

Q. So at what age did you move on to that other school then? 

A. Nine. 

 

Q. Nine? 

A. Nine. Because my sister was already there in the Senior School, you see, and that was a fee paying 
school. We had to pay a fee. 

 

Q. I see. Did you have to sit an exam? 

A. My sister got a scholarship, but father wanted me to go to the same school with her so I was enrolled at 
the Primary Department, and father had to pay a fee. And I had to stay for school dinners because it 
was a long walk, and there was no transport. I expect now there are buses to take people all round the 
area, but in those days we had quite a long walk to go. So we didn't get home for dinner. 

 

Q. So how long were you at that school then? 

A. From nine until we came up to Stirling in 1921. 

 

Q. So were you just leaving school when you made the move to Stirling? Or had you already left school? 

A. No. I went to Stirling High School at the age of fourteen. 

 

Q. You went there at fourteen? 

A. Yes. And at that time it was a fee paying school. One pound a term, if I remember rightly. 

 

Q. So how long were you at Stirling High School then? 

A. Oh I was a Stirling High School, <..pause..> I was head prefect and I was in the hockey team, <..pause..> I 
was in the tennis team and, <..pause..> just, I took part in everything. 

 

Q. And how long were you there? From fourteen to, <..pause..>.? 

A. Five years. 

 

Q To nineteen! 

A. No, four years, four years. 

 

Q. You could stay on until you were eighteen? 
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A. Yes. My last year I took, <..pause..> I was going in for teaching and at that time, in sixth year if we were 
going in for teaching, we went round the local schools as a pupil teacher, so that is what I did. 

 

Q. In Stirling High School they taught you that? <..pause..> 

A. At Stirling High School. Yes we went out and took part in classes at various local schools, the Craigs 
school and the Allan school and Stirling High had a primary department at that time, so those of us that, 
<..pause..> I think there were six of us at that time, and we were going in for teaching, you see, so we did 
pupil teaching. What was called pupil teaching in those days. 

 

Q. I see. So you were there 'til you were eighteen, and then what did you do? 

A. Well my father had died by that time. And I was going in for schoolteaching and I was enrolled at Moray 
House in Edinburgh, and at that time there were too many people going in for teaching, and I got word 
that I was not being accepted. So the Lady Superintendent, Miss Martin, who was a very wonderful 
person, she immediately took charge of me and I was enrolled at the (Do. School) in Glasgow. The 
Glasgow and West of Scotland College of Domestic Science for a year's Institutional Catering. I took 
Housekeeping and then I took three months of Institutional Catering and went straight into Institutional 
Catering. 

 

Q. I see. So now presumably you lived in? 

A. So that is what I did for a big number of years. Went down to England. 

 

Q. When your parents moved to Stirling and then you started going to the (Do. School) in Glasgow, was 
your mother still living in Stirling? 

A. Yes, we still lived in the same family house until my mother died in 1969. 

 

Q. Whereabouts was that in the Stirling area? 

A. In Randolph Road? 

 

Q. In Randolph Road. I see. So you would live in when you went to this (Do. School)? 

A. No. I travelled. 

 

Q. You travelled from Stirling to Glasgow? 

A. Mm, <..pause..> by train. 

 

Q. Every day? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. I see. So how did you find that then? 

A. Oh! Very enjoyable, no problem. 

 

Q. And what sort of, <..pause..> was it like school hours at this Domestic School, sort of nine ‘til four? 

A. Yes, yes  I think probably ten in the morning or something like that and em, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Monday to Friday? 

A. Monday to Friday, yes. 

 

Q. What did you do about money then? Did you get some sort of allowance or something? 

A. I got a grant. I got a small grant because my mother was a widow, you see, so I got a grant from the 
Stirling Education Department to help me. 

 

Q. So you were a year at the Domestic School? 

A. Yes, yes. 
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Q. Then you went into Institutional Catering? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Where was that, what was your first? <..pause..> 

A. I did, <..pause..> took a temporary job. All my posts in Domestic Science were got through college. 
College had an enrolment system which was very good, and when I left college in June I went to the 
Women's Help Committee in Glasgow, which was residential, and they were training homes for girls 
from, <..pause..> who needed care and protection, who got into trouble. And it was called ‘Care and 
Protection’ in those days, and they were from school age, from fourteen, the age of fourteen which was 
school leaving age at that time. And we trained them for Domestic Science. Most of them went into 
service. One or two were particularly clever, and I know that two, with whom I kept in touch for a very 
long time, they went to Secretarial Colleges, and one in particular went down to London and got on 
extremely well. As I said we trained them mostly for Domestic Service. They came to us through the 
courts and that was residential. 

 

Q. And that was residential. So how did you feel about living away from home for the first time? 

A. Well I came through very often. I came, <..pause..> you know, I would have a weekend off, you see. Off 
duty time at weekends, and it was quite easy just to come through by train. 

 

Q. I see, so. 

A. Just to see that mother was alright, you know. 

 

Q. So was it just Monday to Friday? 

A. Oh no! It was residential you see. 

 

Q. But you say you got weekends off, so did you really only work the Monday to the Friday then? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember what your wage was like? 

A. The weekend off was only once a month. 

 

Q. Oh! I see. 

A. You had off-duty time because there were other members of staff, but the weekend off was only once a 
month. 

 

Q. I see. So what about your wage, your first wage can you remember what it was? 

A. Oh! Very low, very low. I can't remember now what it was, but it was about thirty shillings a week. 

 

Q. And what did you do with that? 

A. And I was in charge. Well I paid my rail fare out of it. Got very well fed you see, so I didn't need to buy 
food. 

 

Q. Did you give any to your mother was that the normal thing to do as well, give some to your mother? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. So what were your hours like? 

A. Quite long, quite long. You had to get the girls up in the morning and see that they were all properly 
dressed, and so on, and washed, which some of them were not all that keen on, you know. Depending 
on the sort of homes they had come out of, you see. Hygiene was very, we had to be very particular 
about hygiene. 

 

Q. Now you were saying you took the girls to church? 
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A. Yes. We took the girls to church. That was part of their upbringing you see. And on Saturday 
afternoons, that was their afternoon off, but they weren't allowed out on their own. If the weather was 
very good, and if it was the summertime or spring, summer and autumn, we would say, "Right girls get 
ready!” And we would see they got nicely dressed up. They were always very well dressed, and we 
would go down to Dumbarton Road and get the tramcar, or to Partickhill Road and get the tramcar. But 
mostly Dumbarton Road and we would go up on the top of a tramcar and we would take them right 
across Glasgow, put in the whole afternoon sitting in a tramcar. Take them up to the top of the tramcar, 
and as many of them as wanted, could sit out in the front part the open deck, and we would go right 
across about twenty-four miles for tuppence. Now that was, <..pause..> anyway that lasted for quite along 
time, 'til 1939. I was there for about three years 'til 1939. 

 

Q. Did you not say that was a temporary job? 

A. Oh to begin with, but I went back to them. 

 

Q. Oh! I see. 

A. Yes, I'm jumping a little bit. I went back to them on a permanent basis. 

 

Q. What did you do in between that then. Were you out of work? 

A. I was down in England. 

 

Q. And what were you doing then in England? 

A. In a convalescent home. My first permanent job was in a convalescent home in the countryside outside 
Leicester, which was lovely. A beautiful place and I was very happy there, but through college I got a 
job back in Scotland, in Stirling. 

 

Q. But you went back to that place in Glasgow first, for permanent work? 

A. No. I've got a list of all these jobs you know. I wandered around quite a bit. I experienced, <..pause..> and 
through it all I made marvellous friends, with whom I'm still very, very friendly, and their families. 

 

Q. So you left the job in Glasgow in 1939, did you say? 

A. Yes. I left my job in Glasgow at the training home. 

 

Q. In 1939? 

A. Yes, in 1939, before war broke out, eh, <..pause..> really because I wasn't paid sufficiently. I enjoyed the 
work very much, but my mother being widowed, I really needed to get more experience, apart from 
anything else, and through college I went to a Nursing Home in Lanark, and I was there for three years 
until I came back to Stirling. It was then I got a job in Stirling. 

 

Q. Right. So what job did you get in Stirling? 

A. Ah now! That was again through college. McGrouther's Bacon Factory which is now Harris's; they 
decided to do canning of soups. I've had a very varied and interesting life. 

 

Q. What year would that be? 

A. 1942. 

 

Q. 1942, during the war? 

A. I wanted to get home to Stirling to be with my mother, because by this time I had an invalid sister, who 
was at home permanently. 

 

Q. Was that your older sister? 

A. Yes. By this time she was an invalid, and she had to come and live at home, so I had to get home, if I 
possibly could. And again through the Glasgow College of Domestic Science, McGrouther's got in touch 
with them. They wanted a lady cook, who could supervise, make the soups and do the canning. So I 
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had a very, very varied experience at what was then McGrouther's Factory in the Cornton Road, it's 
now the Harris Bacon Factory. 

 

Q. So what were your hours like then? 

A. Monday to Friday, including Saturday morning. Monday to Friday full day. Saturday half day. We had to 
do five and a half days. 

 

Q. And what were the hours? 

A. Eight to five or six, certainly eight o'clock in the morning, and I cycled. I always cycled. 

 

Q. What about the salary? 

A. I think it was about three pound a week. And I was in sole charge. 

 

Q. Were you quite happy with that? 

A. Yes, yes, it was a great experience. 

 

Q. You didn't think it was an unfair wage? 

A. No, because I'd got it through college you see, it was a superior job, and I was a senior member of staff. 

 

Q. Can you describe exactly what your job entailed? Could you tell me? 

A. Oh! Cutting up the meat, making the stock in huge, great big, <..pause..> what we might term was wash-
boilers. 

 

Q. Like vats? 

A. Yes, great big vats, and at that time, McGrouther's had a business in Aberfeldy, and I would arrive at 
the factory, say on a Monday morning and find perhaps a dozen or twenty hares which had to be made 
into hare soup. The butchers would prepare them, I didn't have to skin them, the butchers prepared 
them, but I had to cook them and make hare soup. We made Scotch broth, lentil soup, I made all that 
sort of good Scots’ soups, and they were all labelled. I had to can, put them through the canning 
machine and everything, and then they had to be retorted in a huge; <..pause..> heated, brought up to a 
very, very high temperature, so that each can was sterilized. It was a big job. 

 

Q. What about preservatives and colourings in 1942? 

A. No additives. 

 

Q. Not heard of? 

A. No preservatives, no colouring, all completely natural. Believe you me, they were very good soups. 
Home-made recipes, which I had been taught by my mother to make, and in college I had been taught 
to make, you see. There was no such thing, in those days, as additives or the E20's and the E320's and 
the E321's. (laughter) 

 

Q. Now what about breaks for meals? Did you get your hour for lunch, and that sort of thing? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. I see. Your money, your wages at that time, you would be back living at home with your mother, looking 
after your mother, did the wage go into the household as such? 

A. Yes, but just keeping back a little for myself for pocket money, but most of it went to my mother. 

 

Q. I see. And your boss, who would be your direct boss? 

A. Was Mr. McGrouther himself, because the firm was privately owned by Mr. McGrouther, who lived in 
one of the houses near the factory. 

 

Q. And how did you get on with him? 
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A. Very well. 

 

Q. Was he quite a fair man? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What about the other people who worked in the factory? 

A. I got on extremely well with them, yes. 

 

Q. Did men and women work together? 

A. Yes mm, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So what about talking or relaxing while you were working, was that quite acceptable, or did you have to 
just? <..pause..> 

A. Oh no! If you had a job to do, you had to do it thoroughly, and there was a foreman, of course, for the 
men, for the butchers, a foreman butcher. And they had their own killing, you see, their own; <..pause..> 
Monday mornings was the day when they killed the pigs and so on, you know. And there was the big 
curing vats and the salt, it was very interesting. And, of course, I had been brought up to be interested 
in factories. 

 

Q. Of course? 

A. In fact, I'd had an ambition, if I had been clever enough, and if I'd work[ed] harder at school, I would 
have gone on to university and I would have gone into the factory department, but that didn't come 
about, you see, and that was my own fault. 

 

Q. Did you never take any further education of any kind over the years? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> once, I got my Highers, of course, at Stirling High School and then I went on to the 
Glasgow College, you see. 

 

Q. Yes, I see. So what about a Work’s Outing. Did the factory have sort of social occasions for the 
workers? 

A. We didn't have outings, but I remember we had a dance which was held in the hall down in the Lower 
Craigs in the Welfare Hall. Which is now demolished. We had a dance there. 

 

Q. I see. Was that like an annual dance? 

A. Yes, they had an annual dance. 

 

Q. What about presentations for workers that retired, was that? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, there were presentations. Oh yes, because quite a number of the butchers had been long serving 
members of the firm, either in Aberfeldy. Some of them had come down here from the Aberfeldy Factory 
and started working for Mr. McGrouther here, you see. 

 

Q. Maybe say, if an employee was off sick, or they had been bereaved, or something like that, would the 
employers help out the family? Do you know? 

A. Now that I wouldn't know. I don't know anything about the sort of social aspect of it at all. 

 

Q. What about trade union? Was there a Trade Union? 

A. Not that I'm aware of, I suppose there must have been. But, of course, they weren't nearly so strong in 
those days, Trade Unions. 

 

Q. I see. 

A. Remember that was during the war, you see. Some of the men were called up, of course, and one in 
particular I remember was a very fine young man and he was killed during the war. So it was mostly 
older men and young men, who were training as apprentices, and women. There were a lot of women. 
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Q. So after the war ended were you still working at McGrouther’s, <..pause..> 1945, 1946? Then, 
<..pause..>what did you do after McGrouther’s? 

A. I've got to think back, I think that was when I went home for quite, <..pause..> I stayed at home I wasn't 
able to work because things were difficult at home, and I managed somehow or other. We lived very 
carefully, but we still lived in the family home in Randolph Road, which was lovely. My mother never 
wanted to leave it because she had been so happy there. But one day I was in the library and I saw that 
Mr. Robertson, the librarian, had an advertisement up for a part-time librarian. Now that was my line of 
country. 

 

Q. Books. 

A. In my Domestic, in my Institutional Catering and so on, I had met many wonderful people and I still keep 
in touch, but books were my love. So I didn't tell my mother, and I consulted Mr. Robertson and I went 
as a part-time librarian, to Stirling Public Library, and I loved it. 

 

Q. So what were your hours there then? 

A. From one o'clock till six. 

 

Q. And did your mother not know you were doing this? 

A. Until I, <..pause..> Oh yes! I didn't tell her I was going to do it. I kept that a secret, because I thought I'm 
not going to sort of say I'm going to see about a job. But I needed to have spare money, I needed more, 
you know, to be able to spend on myself, because although as I say we lived very carefully and so on, I 
still wanted some independence and I was able to do that. I could help to run the house in the morning, 
help my mother and help with my sister who needed some attention. She was a wonderful patient, but 
there were various extra things to be done. And then I cycled to the library from Randolph Road and I 
loved it, and I was very happy. 

 

Q. I see. 

A. Eh, <..pause..>one ‘til six, and it was just at the counter taking in the books and generally helping readers. 
Taking the books round putting them back into their proper places. 

 

Q. Do you remember what age you would be then? 

A. Oh! Now that's a secret. (laughter) 

 

Q. Right! Okay. Did you never get any domestic help in at home? 

A. Yes, we, <..pause..> once I started at the library, we got a friend, who is now a very dear friend, and she 
would come just perhaps once a week just to help with the heavy work, and so on. 

 

Q. I see. So how long were you part-time at the library? 

A. Over six years. Until I became ill. I was quite ill for quite a long time and I had to leave the public library. 
And when I began to recover the county librarian came to me and said that she would be very happy if I 
went to them on a temporary, part-time basis also, which I did. 

 

Q. Now where was the County Library? 

A. The County Library was where, <..pause..> was in what had been the original Royal Infirmary of Stirling 
up Spittal Street, and it is now the Education Offices, it was the Education Offices at that time and the 
County Library was based there. So once I recovered from the various illnesses that I had, it was quite 
a nasty experience, I went to the County Library and I was based there. And then Miss Liversedge, 
<..pause..> I had to stop working there, because she wasn't allowed to keep me on, I was only on a 
temporary, <..pause..>. she was only allowed to have me there for a certain period, you see. And I got an 
invitation to go out to Kenya, for a holiday. My sister had died by this time, was in hospital, I beg you 
pardon, my sister was in hospital permanently, and my mother was pretty much an invalid, but she said, 
"Well you're going!" So off I went to Kenya, and Miss Liversedge said, "Now when you come back, 
come back and see me because,” she said, " I'll be able to employ you again." you see. So when I 
came back, <..pause..> Bannockburn Secondary School needed a librarian. 
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Q. Full time? 

A. So, <..pause..> it was a part-time. 

 

Q. Part-time? 

A. Part-time librarian at Bannockburn Secondary. But I was still working with books, you see, which was 
lovely, and working with pupils. I had my own library, and each class had a period in the week, when 
they used the library and they got books out, and brought them back the following week. And you could 
guide them with their reading, and so on, if they wanted special books on certain subjects, reference 
books and that sort of thing, you could always lead them. So that was another aspect. So there I met all 
the teachers, you see and got to know them. Made friends amongst them. 

 

Q. So how long did you continue there? 

A. My mother became very ill indeed, and I had to leave, <..pause..> so that was it. 

 

Q. Was that your last job? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. What year was that? 

A. The late 1960's. Mother died in February 1969. I, <..pause..> oh, I stayed at Bannockburn Secondary and 
the County Library, 'til I retired, I'm forgetting my retiral, which was a great event, I was given a lovely 
present from the County Library staff, and a bouquet of flowers. Yes, until I retired, I didn't want to retire, 
but I had to. But I could have gone on you see, but with circumstances; my sister in hospital and my 
mother an invalid, I had to take my retiral age at sixty. 

 

Q. Now when you first started in the library then, the District Library, Public Library, did you find children 
were very much attenders then, you know, did children use the library a lot then? 

A. Yes, yes, the children used it a lot, yes. And when the children's librarian went off for a break, or off for 
tea, then I would go into the children's library which I loved, it was very interesting. But the interesting 
thing to me about being a librarian, I've always regretted that my circumstances with my father's death, 
if I had been guided differently I would have gone on, and taken my Association of the Library. I could 
have become an Associate librarian, and maybe taken an F. L. A. because I was into books so much 
that I could have really done very well. But that's life, I mean, things change, you know, and it's only in 
hindsight that you realise what might have been, but I haven't regretted anything at all. 

 

Q. Now, <..pause..> your social life through the years. We'll start from Stirling; from when you came to 
McGrouther's factory in Stirling. What did you do in the evenings and your time off? Say, <..pause..> if you 
went out, would you go to the pictures or theatres, or? <..pause..> 

A. Well I read, listened to the radio, played the piano, visited friends. I had very good friends, and I still 
have, and they would visit us. Because, although my sister was an invalid, she was right 'til the end, 
very alert and interested in life and people. And we had wonderful friends who never forgot us, and my 
mother was a very social person, and we always had an open door. And people knew that, well, with my 
sister permanently there, there would always be somebody in the house to answer the bell, and they 
would just say, "Oh, we'll go and call," and the bell would ring, and we'd welcome them in. 

 

Q. Did you go to the pictures, or the theatre, concerts? 

A. I would go to the theatre and go to concerts, yes. And by that time I was into amateur dramatics, very 
much so. First of all with, <..pause..> before I left Stirling I had been for a short time with the Stirling 
Amateur Dramatic Club under, <..pause..> the producer was John Duncan who was a wonderful 
producer, and then when I came back from Glasgow to live in Stirling, I joined the Riverside F. P.'s 
Drama Club. It's not now, it's the Riverside Drama Club now, and I had long, long years with them in the 
pantomimes and their plays, and the S. C. D. A., <..pause..> great fun. And dances of course, going to 
dances. Of course, my sister had a dance band, you see, before she left, <..pause..> before she left 
Stirling. She left Stirling for a while, you see, but she was a wonderful pianist and she was in the 
Operatic Society. 

 

Q. Now what about Sundays? Did you still attend church through the years? 
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A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. And eh, <..pause..> now as the years went on did you take any special interest in politics or, <..pause..> eh, 
this sort of thing? You know, did your interests change? 

A. No, I don't think they did. Because like so many people, I got a bit disillusioned with politics. I'm always 
interested, and I would always register my vote, because I believe that it is your right that you must do 
so, both in local government and in general, central government. But as I say, disillusioned somewhat, 
or considerably, at many times. But I was always interested. 

 

Q. Em, <..pause..> holidays, did you ever go any holidays with friends? 

A. For a few years I didn't get away very much, because of circumstances at home, you know. But then we 
had friends came and stayed with us, you see. In fact, my sister, had friends, she had made very good 
friends when she was living down in England, and they came and stayed with us. And they would come 
and stay for a month at a time, you see. And by that time there were a lot of day tours from Alexander's 
Bus Depot, and they would take me away with them for the day and come back. And mother and my 
sister were quite content, and then mother would have a lovely meal ready for us when we came back. 
But we had lots of visitors come and stay. 

 

Q. Did you run the house then, so to speak, with the household budgeting and things like that? Were you 
the housekeeper? 

A. No, my mother was very much on the ball, she always had been. She had been the; <..pause..> held the 
purse strings all her married life. Father just handed over his monthly cheque and mother just saw to 
everything. Except the bigger issues and I think they must have, they must always have been, they 
were a very, very devoted and loving couple and everything they did must have been discussed 
privately, and they knew, each knew, what the other wanted. 

 

Q. So she carried on taking care of the housekeeping? 

A. Yes, yes, oh yes, she was very much, <..pause..> I had nothing to do with that all. 

 

Q. Would you say religion meant more or less to you as the years went on? 

A. For a spell it meant rather less, because living in a residential post, you're not able to attend church, and 
so on, as you would at home, and then, of course, it came back. I never ever grew away from it, I was 
always, always a church member. In fact, when I was doing social work in Glasgow it was then that I 
joined the Church of Scotland, because we had to take the girls to church, you see, as I said. And I 
became a member then of the Church of Scotland, that was when I was working in Glasgow. And then 
we, <..pause..> St. Ninian’s Old Parish Church was our nearest church so, of course, we were members 
of that, you see, and there I helped to produce the Youth Fellowship shows, the pantomimes and 
revues, and so on. 

 

Q. Now, <..pause..> community. Now you were in Randolph Place, Randolph Road? 

A. Randolph Road. 

 

Q. If neighbours were ill, or confined to bed, what was the community spirit like then? Would everybody 
tend to help out? Maybe do a bit shopping for them or something like that, or? <..pause..> 

A. Immediate neighbours, yes. And we all got to know each other, it was a very friendly, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Community spirit? 

A. Yes, it was a community spirit. There was always that interest, and, <..pause..> the houses, the residents 
didn't change so much as they do now. And, of course, now so many of the properties in Randolph 
Road, you know, the two or three of them are owned by the hospital, that I don't think there's the same 
feeling about it now. 

 

Q. I see. Now what about medical care at that time? 

A. Oh, excellent. Family doctors. Yes, family doctors. 
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Q. And you would have had to pay, <..pause..> eh, the earlier years? Can you remember? 

A. Eh, oh no, oh no. 

 

Q. A visit from the doctor, would you have to pay for that, when you were a child growing up? 

A. No, no. Because by that time the National Health was in, you see. 

 

Q. Before that - you don't remember before that say? 

A. Oh, in my father's life time we would, <..pause..> yes he would have to pay, oh yes, until the National 
Health Service came in you had to pay, yes. 

 

Q. Was there no sort of sickness club or anything like that, that the family could contribute to, to pay for 
treatment? 

A. There was sickness cover if you paid into a, <..pause..> into an association, before National Health, 
because my sister, <..pause..> we were both members of the same, I can't now remember the title of the 
association, of a health insurance society in Edinburgh. We were both members of that, and we paid 
into that, if I remember rightly. Then, of course, with the National Health Service then that, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So, em, <..pause..> what about where you were living in Randolph Road, people's standard of living, 
would you say that everybody was much the same, or were there some worse, better off, than others? 

A. Oh, no, all much the same standard. Yes. 

 

Q. And local shops. where did you do your shopping then? 

A. In Stirling. 

 

Q. In Stirling. You didn't use local shops so much then? 

A. Well there were one or two small shops on the main road, just round at Newhouse, and we would use 
them sometimes, you see. But for general shopping we came into Stirling. 

 

Q. Did you know if local shops would give credit at all? 

A. Oh, I expect some of them would. But we never needed that. We were always brought up; and I still 
keep to that precept, you don't have anything until you have got the money to pay for it. 

 

Q. So all in all would you say it was quite a friendly neighbourhood then? 

A. Yes, yes. I still have very dear friends still living opposite to us in Randolph Road. 

 

Q. So when did you move to here? 

A. When my mother died in the last day of February, 1969, I knew I had to leave Randolph Road, because 
the house was too big. And I achieved what I'd always wanted, a country cottage out at Old Plean. The 
lodge of The William Simpson Home, with a huge garden nearly half an acre. I had a dog, a beautiful 
border collie, and I moved out in the April, and I had eight and a half years of a very happy life. I had 
been librarian there, so I knew Plean and I knew the people, and they knew me. And I'm happy to say I 
was very highly regarded. I still have many good friends in Plean, and I visit them occasionally, and I 
had eight and a half years there. I was on the congregational board of the church, I was in the choir, I 
was in the Guild. A lovely little church, very friendly. Then I realised that I couldn't carry on with the 
garden, even though I got great help from a friend. And I thought well it was about time I came back into 
Stirling where all my interests, other than my church, my interests were in Stirling, because I was 
member of a lot of organisations. So I came back into Stirling. 

 

Q. What sort of organisations? 

A. The Saltire Society, The Scots’ Language Society, The National Trust for Scotland and The Bridge of 
Allan and District Music Club. So you see, <..pause..> and by this time I was doing a lot of concerts, with 
readings, with my friends from Allanpark Church, Allanpark South Church, so I've been going out with 
them for years and years and years; it's covered a long span of years with very dear friends they are. 
And I realised I had better get back into Stirling, and that was when I came to this little flat. 
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Q. Right. So you were saying you worked in the library in Plean? 

A. Yes, I opened the branch library at Plean. So I was at that time, I was, <..pause..> librarian at 
Bannockburn Secondary School, plus it was a part-time library, and I opened the branch library at Plean 
also. So I knew going out to live there that I'd be amongst friends, you see. 

 

Q. So during all that time did you not think maybe of going back for further education to do your, <..pause..> 
become a librarian then? 

A. No, I was too old by that time. And I couldn't, circumstances were such that I couldn't possibly have 
done a, <..pause..> I couldn't have left home, and I couldn't have done a full-time job. I was able to do, to 
work in the two part-time jobs, you see, very happily. Very happily indeed. 

 

Q. Thank you very much. 
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1908 Message Girl; Millinery Shop Worker; Worked in Parent’s Shop 

 
Interviewee Code C3 
Interview Conducted 23rd October 1987 
Interviewer Sharon Little 
Transcribed by Wendy Barr 
 

Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1908. 

 

Q. And whereabouts were you born? 

A. I was born at 53 Cowane Street, Stirling. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. <..pause..> I don't remember that. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. Five brothers and one sister. 

 

Q. Can you tell me their order of birth? 

A. The eldest was my brother John, my sister Charlotte, myself, then, <..pause..> in fact we had six brothers, 
but one died in infancy, James, Harry, William and, <..pause..> Tom and Phil. 

 

Q. Do you know how old your parents were when you were born? 

A. I've got it there, <..pause..> but, <..pause..> eighteen something. I just don't remember that exact date. 

 

Q. And what did your father do? What was his job? 

A. Well, when we lived in 53 Upper Bridge Street, he was a signalman, down, <..pause..> what do you call 
that place? Forth Street way, you know that signal box in Forth Street? Well, he was a signalman there, 
and, <..pause..> no, that's not true. <..pause..> Yes, it must have been, yes. And then after that, we got a 
railway cottage, which was, <..pause..> well as far as I remember, I must have been quite young when we 
went to this railway cottage because we were six when we left it. We got this railway cottage, you know 
the Old Bridge and the new bridge over the Forth? Well it was down on the right hand side, it was two 
cottages actually, we were in one of them, and I was six when my father bought a book of insurance, 
and we moved up to Bruce Street in Stirling. That's when I was six. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs before or after being a signalman? 

A. No, he, <..pause..> was an insurance <..pause..> oh wait a minute, he was an insurance agent up 'til 
<..pause..> 1924, then he bought this business in Cowane Street. 

 

Q. What jobs did your mother have before she was married? 

A. She was a nanny, as far as I know. 

 

Q. Whereabouts? 

A. In Glasgow somewhere. And my father he was also in Glasgow, but latterly he was transferred to 
Stirling, this was before they were married. 

 

Q. And did she ever work, after she was married? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church? 
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A. Yes. The Mary Kirk which is no longer there, up St. Mary's Wynd. I don't know if you remember it. No. 
It's no longer there now. My father was an Elder, and he, <..pause..> well he was an Elder for a while, and 
then he was Superintendent of the Sunday School. Oh he was a great man for the Kirk. (laughs) 

 

Q. And both your mother and father went? 

A. Well, when my mother was able, I mean, she had quite a few children by that time. Well by the time we 
went to the cottage, <..pause..> there was three children, my brother and my sister and I. My sister and I 
were, <..pause..> the two girls were together. So that was three children we had down there. I don't know, 
<..pause..> it was more than three children because she must have been quite a wee while in that 
cottage. I'm going back off my story, sorry. 

 

Q. Did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. My father did. I think my mother just followed on with what my father did, you know. That was what he 
did in those days. 

 

Q. And do you know what he voted for? 

A. Oh I think it was Tory. 

 

Q. Was he actually an active member of the Tory Party? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. What did your parents do in their spare time, if they had any spare time? 

A. (laughs) Well, my father was always connected to the church, and he did quite a lot in the church, but 
my mother didn't do very much. She had enough on her hands with seven children! (laughs) 

 

Q. Did your parents ever belong to; like your mother, belong to the Women's Guild? 

A. No. 

 

Q. The Co-Op? 

A. <..pause..> Yes, we did belong to the Co-Op, aha, 

 

Q. Did they have any hobbies at all? 

A. She hadn't time for hobbies. (laughs) 

 

Q. What about your dad? 

A. No, nothing much, the church mainly. There wasn't really much in the hobbies line at that time. They 
were married in 1905, and there wasn't a great deal of hobbies in those days. 

 

Q. What about something like bowling, or? <..pause..> 

A. No, they never went in for anything like that. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of your parents' house, when you were younger? 

A. My parents' house? Which house? 

 

Q. Any of the ones that you can remember. 

A. Well, I don't remember much of the cottage, I don't really remember because I was only six when we 
went up to Bruce Street. Bruce Street was, <..pause..> well we had two bedrooms, a kitchen, and then we 
had a parlour. Which was called at that time a ‘parlour’. My father, he did for the church, they don't do it 
now. What is it when you get married? Proclamations. He used to do the Proclamations. The men or 
whoever came to them and he took their name and address, and which wherever they <..pause..> you 
see we were all in different, how can I tell you? <..pause..> Different districts. And he did that in the 
evenings, it was always in the evening, because he was out during the day and, <..pause..> we had to 
have somewhere we could take somebody in, so my sister and I slept in the wee bedroom, and the five 
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boys slept in the bigger bedroom. Except maybe, if it was a baby, they slept in the kitchen. My mother 
and father slept in the kitchen, and there was a baby maybe in a cot by the side of the bed. (laughs) 
That's how it was in those days. 

 

Q. What were the washing arrangements? 

A. Oh outside, outside wash-house. You'd to go down at six o'clock. You had your day for washing. You 
went down at six o'clock, put on the fire, heated the water and did so much washing. Did your washing, 
and then finished up, and then you'd to clear out the wash-house after that, and wash it out. (laughs) 

 

Q. Everybody got their turnabout? 

A. Yes. There were six tenants in the close. 

 

Q. And what were personal washing arrangements like? 

A. Well, we only could wash in the kitchen, because there was only a toilet in the house, no bathroom, no 
bath. And when I was young we were all bathed in a big aluminium bath once a week, and of course we 
got scrubbed every night, you know, but I usually got a bath once a week, and that's how it was done, in 
the kitchen. 

 

Q. Did anyone else besides your family stay in the house? 

A. Oh sometimes my mother's sisters used to come, She'd two sisters in Galashiels. My mother and father 
both came from the Borders. My mother was born in Coldstream, but I think she must have gone to 
Galashiels at some time, because she was in Galashiels and my father was also in Galashiels. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all of the housework ? 

A. Oh yes, except what we did. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did she make the family's clothes? 

A. Yes, and knitted too. 

 

Q. Did you often get new clothes? 

A. Well, we had school clothes and we had Sunday clothes. And once we were too wee for the school 
clothes, you got your Sunday clothes and you got new ones, you know. That's how it worked. Actually, I 
more or less wore my sister's because she grew quicker than I did. She was a tall girl. I wasn't. 

 

Q. Did you wear shoes or boots? 

A. Boots mostly, up 'til I was about, oh twelve I think. 

 

Q. Did your mother ever pay anyone to help in the house, with the washing or anything? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did your father do any housework? 

A. Well, I've seen him drying dishes but, <..pause..> Well one day my mother had had a baby, (We used to 
go to school and come back and then she would have a baby. (laughs) We never knew anything about 
that, you know what I mean, you were always very innocent.) and, "Where's my mother?" "She's in her 
bed, she's had a baby." And this day I came in and it was maybe about half-past three, <..pause..> my 
father was scrubbing the floor, the kitchen floor. He said, "Don't you ever tell anyone about this!" 
(laughs) He would skin me alive! (laughs) That was about, <..pause..> you know it was only when at times 
like that, when mother was in bed that he did anything. 

 

Q. He maybe did it but he didn't want anybody to know. <..pause..> 

A. Oh no, oh no. Oh he helped quite a lot, and he always cleaned the shoes. He always cleaned the 
shoes, school shoes and Sunday shoes.  

 

Q. Did you have any special jobs to do around the house? 
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A. Yes. My sister and I, <..pause..> well we'd a stair, my mother washed the stair, but we swept it in the 
morning. I swept it one week, and one week she did the brasses, 'cause I mean, right through the house 
was all, <..pause..> you know door handles were all brass on both sides of the door, the nameplate, the 
bell, it was all brass, So, we changed over, and the next week I did the brasses, and she did the stair. 
(laughs) 

 

Q. Did your father ever take you walks? 

A. Oh aye, walked us off our feet every Sunday. (laughs) No buses for him! (laughs) 

 

Q. Whereabouts did you go? 

A. <..pause..> Wallace Monument. Sometimes out to <..pause..> Sheriffmuir. Walked all the way, and walked 
all the way back, and of course you were starving by the time you came home. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did he ever read to you, tell you stories? 

A. No, <..pause..> but the only thing I could remember him doing, <..pause..> well, he had a melodeon, and on 
Sunday night we sang hymns. But <..pause..> after the First War, before the First War; that was before 
the First War, during the First War, he wasn't able because he was in the, <..pause..> not the Home 
Guard, it was something else, you know, and he hadn't time, because he was out, you know, sort of fire-
watching and these sort of things, and after the war finished, he thought it would just start all over again. 
Well, we were all four years older, you know, so, we were all gathered round, and he started his hymn, 
we just looked at each other, and we looked, <..pause..> and we all burst out laughing. (laughs). And that 
was the end of the hymn singing. We realised it was no use. 'Cause my brothers were, <..pause..> well I 
don't know, 1914 <..pause..> no, my mother was married in 1903, because John was born in 1905, so 
<..pause..> that's, five and nine's fourteen and four, he'd be eighteen wouldn't he? Well, then we all just 
started to laugh, and that finished it, he never tried again! (amused) 

 

Q. And you continued to do your housework jobs after you left school? 

A. Oh yes, well, the boys carried on after I started work. The boys, <..pause..> there was four boys younger 
than me, so they carried on, maybe didn't sweep the stair, but they did the brasses and brought up coal, 
'cause the cellar was downstairs, and that sort of thing. They carried on. 

 

Q. So they did their fair share as well? 

A. Yes, oh yes. Oh we had to, because there was too many of them, I mean buckets of coal upstair, it was 
a lot because the fire was on all day. 

 

Q. Can you remember what kind of meals you had when you were a child? 

A. Well there was porridge in the morning, and toast I think. I don't think there was much tea, it would be 
milk, probably I think. I don't think there was much tea. And I think when we came home from school we 
would get a plate of soup, and maybe a sandwich or something like that, and our dinner at night. That's 
how we worked it. Because my father would be out all day. And we never sat down, I mean I know 
some people they feed each one as they came in, but we all sat down together. Always did. You'd to 
wait 'til your father came in, if you were hungry, too bad! (laughs) 

 

Q. What were your favourite meals? 

A. Oh <..pause..> I think steak and onions and these sort of things you know. But, <..pause..> or mince, I quite 
enjoy mince yet. But, something like that. There'd be sausages and that sort of thing, you know. 

 

Q. And did you have anything different on Sundays? 

A. Oh yes, we usually had a roast. Either silverside or usually it was a lamb roast I think. 'Cause it was just 
as cheap to get a roast like that as, you know, because there were so many of us. And we were all 
coming in. Not only that, they brought as many people, their friends in with them. (laughs) My mother 
never knew who was all coming. 

 

Q. Did your mother eat well? 

A. Oh yes, I think so, yes. 
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Q. Where did your parents do the shopping? 

A. Oh, the Co-Op I think, in Cowane Street. Mostly. 

 

Q. What about furniture, where did they buy things like furniture? 

A. I don't remember them buying much furniture actually. I mean everything was there, we had in the old 
house, as far as I remember. I don't really remember any. In the kitchen there was only two big chairs at 
the fireside, and then the wooden chairs around the table, and the sideboard, <..pause..> as far as I 
remember. 

 

Q. And what about clothes? 

A. Well buying clothes do you mean? Well when my sister was fourteen, she was apprenticed to 
McLachlan & Brown's. At that time McLachlan & Brown had a place where Poundstretcher is now, and it 
was a tailoring place, and she was apprenticed there. My mother had to pay five shillings a week 
because she was an apprentice, and when her time was out, she was a tailoress, so after she was ‘out’ 
she made nearly all our clothes. All my clothes anyway. I don't think she did much for the boys. But she 
made all my clothes, she was a great dressmaker. 

 

Q. Did you ever go shopping with your mother and father? 

A. No, I don't think so, no, not much. I remember one time, it was Christmas time, and they were buying all 
the Christmas presents, and all, of course I knew everything that everybody was gonnae get. (laughs) 
And it was rotten on the Christmas day, (laughs) it was horrible on Christmas day, there were no 
surprises! So I never did it again. (laughs) 

 

Q. Do you remember any Stirling shops, old Stirling shops? 

A. Yes. Well <..pause..> now, there used to be, <..pause..> you know where <..pause..> Morton is now, at the top 
of King Street? That used to be called Max Stores. Then across the road was McCulloch & Young’s, a 
great big, <..pause..> quite a great big store. Then we had the Maypole, Lipton’s, Co-Op. The Co-Op had 
everything there. They had chemists, shoes, drapery, butchers, and they'd one, two, three, grocers 
shops. One in Cowane Street, one in King Street, one in Friar Street, and they also had one down the 
Craigs, at one time. 

 

Q. Did you celebrate special occasions like birthdays? 

A. Well I don't remember much really. More Christmas, <..pause..> I don't remember much about birthdays 
actually. 

 

Q. Did you get a dumpling? <..pause..> 

A. Usually a dumpling, yes. We'd usually a dumpling maybe with some money, thruppeny bits in it, silver 
ones you know, silver thruppeny bits. 

 

Q. What did you do for Christmas? 

A. Oh, you just went to bed and got up in the morning, to see what you had. (laughs) 

 

Q. What did you usually get, did you hang up a stocking? 

A. Oh yes. <..pause..> You're taking me a long way back you know. (laughs) I remember one time I got a 
lovely doll. It was beautifully dressed, my mother had made the dresses, and my sister got one too at 
that time, I can remember that. But don't ask me which year it is. And then we always got an apple and 
an orange, and a thruppeny bit in the toe of your stocking, maybe some sweets in that too. We'd only 
hang up one stocking, because there were so many of us, you know. (laughs) I think that was about the 
most, <..pause..> maybe sometimes we would maybe get a book, or something like that, you know, or a 
pencil and rubber, you know that sort of thing, <..pause..> useful sort of things. 

 

Q. What sorts of meal did you have at Christmas? 

A. Well, I think it would just be a joint again. We never had turkey, I don't think. Not as far as I remember. 

 

Q. What did you do on Hogmanay, did you do anything special? 



 750 

A. Nothing really for many years because my father never drank. We never had drink in the house, we only 
had ginger wine, lemonade or orange, that sort of thing. And there was very few people came. But, 
<..pause..> we never had very many people round about. Maybe one or two of the neighbours would 
come in, you know and they would probably be the same as us, and don't have much in the house, you 
know. 

 

Q. Did you do anything for Hallowe'en? 

A. Sometimes. No, I don't remember anything for Hallowe'en. There must have been something, I should 
imagine, but I just don't remember now. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play games with you? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did you have any books to read at home? 

A. Oh yes. Oh yes, we always had books, books of some kind. 

 

Q. Can you remember which ones you had? 

A. Now, I'm not awfully sure. But I know I got, when I was at Sunday School, one year I got ‘Ivanhoe’, 
another year I got Bunyan's ‘Pilgrim's Progress’. (laughs) I don't think I ever opened them! (laughs) But, 
<..pause..> I can't remember. <..pause..> I went to the library when I was old enough, I went to the library, 
even when I was quite young, they used to go to the library. It was fairy tales I used to read. (laughs) 
‘Grimm's Fairy Tales’, all these kind you know. Stirling Library. 

 

Q. Do you remember getting newspapers and magazines? 

A. No, I think we got a daily paper, but that was all. And a local one, ‘The Observer’. 

 

Q. Were you ever taken out visiting neighbours or friends or relations? 

A. <..pause..> Not very often, not very often, no. 

 

Q. Did you ever have any holidays? 

A. Well, occasionally I went down to Galashiels, to my aunt. Quite a few times down there, in the summer 
when the school was finished. 

 

Q. And did you stay there for the whole summer? 

A. No, no, just a fortnight. 

 

Q. Did all of the family go? 

A. No, just me, actually. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do, when you were down there? 

A. Well, I just went about with my aunt, you know. She had a daughter, but she was younger than me, but 
we just went out and walked and see different things you know. We went to see the town, and see the 
shops and see the different places. And then we went, I had another aunt there too and then I'd two 
cousins, boys. They lived in the house also. 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. Only my sister's. Which was 1929. <..pause..> That's all. 

 

Q. Who attended? 

A. I think we all attended. 

 

Q. The family? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Whereabouts was it? 

A. Oh it was just at home. 

 

Q. Can you tell me how you spent Sundays, when you were young? 

A. Well, you got up in the morning, got your breakfast, dressed, dressed and got your breakfast, and then 
we went to church. Then we went to Sunday School. Then we came home, had our lunch, went for a 
walk, had our tea, and went to church at night. (laughs) That's what we did. 

 

Q. That was the full day? 

A. That was the Sunday, yes (laughs). 

 

Q. And it was still, <..pause..> was it St. Mary's Church ? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do at Sunday School? 

A. Now you're asking! <..pause..> (laughs) Well, we used to have trips, you know, and soirées, and things 
like that, and they'd put on wee shows. One time, one of the <..pause..> teachers asked me if I'd be a 
fairy, and I was a wee fat lassie, I said, "No." (laughs) She wanted me to be a fairy, I said "No." (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the Temperance Club? 

A. In Bruce Street, there used to be a place called ‘The Mission Hall’ and we went to that, and they had 
what they called a Magic Lantern. But, <..pause..> it was quite good. 

 

Q. And what sort of things were on it? 

A. Oh I can't remember now, I can't, really. Well there were always sort of biblical things you know, 
<..pause..> that sort of theme. 

 

Q. And what about the Band of Hope? 

A. We never had, <..pause..> no, never had any Band of Hope. 

 

Q. And you were saying you had different clothes on a Sunday? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you have? 

A. Well, now you're asking. <..pause..> I don't really remember now. I don't. No, couldn't tell you. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Oh yes. My father saw, <..pause..>he stood over us. (laughs) 

 

Q Was religion important to you, when you were a child? 

A. Oh, I don't think so. I don't think it is important to you. But you went to church because you were made 
to go. You had to go because your parents said you had to go to church and that was that. 

 

Q. Who did you play with when you were a child? 

A. Well, the girl in the next close, she was my friend, and we played in the streets. 

 

Q. Did you play with your brothers and sisters? 

A. No, my sister was nearly three years older than I, and I didn't play much with her. Not until I was older 
and left school, and then I sort of palled along with her then. But when I was younger, no. 'Cause she 
had other ploys, you know she was working, and she had, <..pause..> out in the evenings, where I'd, 
<..pause..> be home and do homework, and that sort of thing you know. 



 752 

 

Q. What sort of games did you play when you were young? 

A. Well, Hide and Seek and Release, and we used to, <..pause..> you know ‘Crack the Whip’ you know the 
whole gang of kids and, <..pause..> I can't explain it. A whole line of kids all hanging onto each other, and 
you sort of swung and it made the end one swing. Called it ‘Crack, the Whip’. (laughs) 

 

Q. What was ‘Release’? 

A. Well, it was just like Hide 'n Seek. They hid up the closes and you called up and if they answered, good 
and well, you tried to find out who they were, and they had to come out if you found out who they were. 
Just like Hide n' Seek, you know. Another thing we did, (laughs) which was wrong, there was two doors 
in the bottom close, we used to tie the bells together, you know. Ring one bell and of course, (laughs) 
the woman that opened the door first, she rang the other bell. We used to get up to some, <..pause..> I 
think being brought up with boys, you know, you were sort of more go-ahead. You had to be, you had 
to, <..pause..> the boys would have squashed you if you hadn't really <..pause..> looked after yourself. 
Quite right. 

 

Q. What sort of toys did you play with? 

A. Not very, <..pause..> I don't remember much, <..pause..> many toys at all, bar books. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Well, we used to go round what we would call the back lane, at the back. There was a door you could 
get through, but we used to climb over the wall, and we used to build fires and roast potatoes in them. 
(laughs) There were quite a gang of us you know, and they all brought a potato, and we roasted them, 
and ate them. Oh we thought this was great. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to play with anybody you wanted? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time after school, and at week-ends? 

A. After school, <..pause..> well, I suppose that would either be the table to set, and then after we had our 
dinner, we had dishes to wash, so, and then after that it was homework. But that's as far as I can 
remember. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies, like cycling? 

A. Yes, I had a bike. My sister had a bike too. We both had bikes. 

 

Q. Where did you cycle to? 

A. Well my favourite run was up the Hill o' Row, if you know where that is. <..pause..> 

 

Q. No. 

A. You go up through Bridge of Allan, up Dunblane, and it's on the left hand side there's a big, <..pause..> it's 
all changed now, entirely changed, what used to be a country road. And you'd go up the Hill o' Row and 
you'd come onto the Doune Road, and then it's like a, <..pause..> what would you say, circular, you know. 
And you got onto the Doune Road, and you could come back in through the Drip Road, and home, that 
way. 

 

Q. Did you collect scraps? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What kind? 

A. Oh, don't ask me now. Angels and different things. (laughs) And we changed them also. You know how 
you, <..pause..> I don't ,<..pause..> did you collect your scraps? 

 

Q. Yes, I did actually. 
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A. And you had to put, I don't know if you'd, <..pause..> we'd to put, <..pause..> if it was a big scrap, you had to 
get a lot of wee ones. We put them on the top of the big scrap. That's how we did it. And changed them, 
and you covered the big scrap, and you got a lot of wee ones, which gave you more scraps to come 
and go with. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you have any pets? 

A. No, no. Too many folk in our house. 

 

Q. Did you ever take part in any sports? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you belong to things like Guides, or Brownies? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the cinema? 

A. Well, about Christmas Day, we used to all go to the cinema. All just congregated at the cinema, that 
was about the only time that I can remember when I was young. <..pause..> We used to go out, if it was a 
good picture we always went there on Christmas Day, stood in a queue to get in. 

 

Q. What did you see there? 

A. Ah now, I don't know, I couldn't tell. <..pause..> Oh! wait a minute, oh that wasnae Christmas Day though, 
the only one that I remember and it was Pearl White. (laughs) <..pause..> 

 

Q. What about ‘The Perils of Pauline’? 

A. Yes, that's right. And of course they always stopped at a cliff-hanger, you know, (laughs) and you had to 
come back the next week to see it, if you were lucky, and that was when I was older again, you know. 

 

Q. Did you go to the concerts and the theatres? 

A. Not until I was older, until I was working, we used to go to the Alhambra. It was in the Arcade, but not 
until I was working. As far as I remember, unless I was, <..pause..> no I don't think I was ever taken there. 
No, I don't think so. Maybe concerts in the church or anything like that, we used to go to that, but, 
<..pause..> if there was anything like that, you know. 

 

Q. Did your parents give you pocket money? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. How much did you get? 

A. Thruppence. (laughs) 

 

Q. What did you spend it on? 

A. Oh, sweets mostly. (laughs) 

 

Q. What sort of sweets did you get then? 

A. <..pause..> Now you're asking. Cinnamon Balls I think, and, <..pause..> I can't really remember, it's too far 
back, it's too far back now. 

 

Q. Were you given lessons by anybody before you went to school? 

A. No. 

 

Q. How old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Five. 
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Q. What type of school was it? 

A. What do you mean what type? 

 

Q. Was it a mixed school? 

A. Yes, it was. 

 

Q. And whereabouts was it? What school was it? 

A. In Cowane Street. 

 

Q. What was it called? 

A. Territorial. Which is now the Cowane Centre. 

 

Q. What did you think of it? 

A. I don't think we thought very much at five years old! (laughs) But, <..pause..> I couldn't really, <..pause..> it 
was a case of just getting, <..pause..> going there, coming back and getting home again you know, when 
you were that age. 

 

Q. What about when you were a wee bit older? 

A. Well, I remember one day when I was about, <..pause..> I can't remember which class I was in, and I was 
busy playing in the playground, and it dawned on me there wasn't a soul about, and I says, "That's 
funny there's nobody here.” <..pause..> Then it dawned on me, it must have been about half-past nine, 
and I'd been playing for about half an hour, I must have been late for school, and I'd been playing for 
about half an hour, (laughs) and I got a row when I went in! (laughs) But, <..pause..> I was busy playing 
by myself, quite happy you know, my schoolbag lying beside me. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers there? 

A. Yes, they were all very nice, yes. As far as I remember anyway. 

 

Q. And what punishments were there? 

A. Oh well, just the strap as far as I remember, but, <..pause..> I don't remember getting the strap except in 
the last class. 

 

Q. And what did you do? 

A. Oh talking, I think. (laughs) 

 

Q. What subjects were you taught at school? 

A. Everything, everything. 

 

Q. Did the boys and the girls get the same things, the same subjects? 

A. Yes. Well there was one day we went to the Allan School for Cookery, we all went up, a Friday I think it 
was, to the Allan School for Cookery, and the boys went somewhere for Woodwork, don't ask me 
where. Might have been the High School, I don't know. They went for Woodwork. 

 

Q. What did you wear to school? 

A. Oh, just skirts and jumpers I think, and dresses in the summertime, usually, knee socks, that's all. 
(laughs) 

 

Q. Was everybody dressed the same? 

A. More or less, yes. 

 

Q. What sort of shoes did you wear? Did you wear boots? 

A. Well, it was lacing boots generally, yes. 
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Q. What did you do at playtime? 

A. Oh just, <..pause..> maybe kick a ball or play with the other girls, or chasing or something like that. It was 
only about quarter of an hour, or might just have been ten minutes you know, at playtime. 

 

Q. Did you go on to another school after that? 

A. No, no. It went right through The Territorial, there were no what-do-you-call-them schools? 

 

Q. High Schools? 

A. <..pause..> There was none. There was only the High School which you paid for, when I was young. 

 

Q. You were at the same school from about five to about fourteen? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you left school? 

A. I would be fourteen past, because we had to wait until the holidays, June, the June holiday, to the 
summer holidays. 

 

Q. Would you have stayed longer, if you had the chance? 

A. No. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you ever attend part-time education afterwards? Evening classes? 

A. Well, wait a minute. We had to go to night school, we had to go for, <..pause..> we went for English, 
whatever you took, you had to take English. I think it's still the same yet, isn't it? But, <..pause..> what did 
I go for? Now you're asking. Whatever we took we had to take English and, <..pause..> I just don't 
remember what I took now. I think it was Sewing, I think it was Dressmaking. As far as I remember. 

 

Q. While you were at school, did you have a part-time Job? Any ways to earn extra money? 

A. <..pause..> Well, now wait a minute. My sister, she worked in McLachlan & Brown's as a message girl, 
and this particular week, she was off ill, so my mother said to me, "When you finish school, come home 
and go up to McLachlan & Brown, and tell them your sister's ill." Because there were no phones in 
these days you know. <..pause..> “Your sister's ill and tell them that you can't <..pause..> do the messages 
but you'll wash the floor." Now I must have been eleven, twelve, something like that you know, and so I 
went and told them, so they allowed me to wash the floor for that week that my sister was off. Then after 
my sister was fourteen I applied for the message job that she had, and they took me on. Then after I 
was fourteen, I got into the millinery. (laughs) 

 

 

Q. So that was your first full-time job? In the millinery department in McLachlan & Brown's. 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Can you describe your work? 

A. In the millinery? Well, I mostly sewed what you call hat bands to begin with. At that time every hat had a 
hat band in it, and had a wee round bit in the middle, and you put this bit, the long bit round, and then 
you stitched it on, just by your hand, and you stitched it up the back. Then you put a tape through it, 
<..pause..> at that time. 

 

Q. How did you learn the job? 

A. Well the lady that I was working, <..pause..> she taught me how to do it. I quite enjoyed it actually. 

 

Q. So this woman taught you how to? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, how to make, <..pause..> but that was all I got the time I was there, and maybe it would be about 
nine months or a year, and then they came and asked if I would like to go up to Department and, 
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<..pause..> which meant I would be about, <..pause..>I was seventeen when I left, and that was when my 
father bought the shop. 

 

Q. And what hours did you work? 

A. Nine to one, and I think it was quarter past two, you got for your lunch and, <..pause..> to half-past five. 

 

Q. And did you get a half-day? 

A. Saturday half-day. 

 

Q. So you got an hour's break for your lunch? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did you get any tea breaks or anything? 

A. Oh yes, I think you got about ten minutes for your tea break. 

 

Q. What were you paid? 

A. I think it was ten shillings. 

 

Q. Was that a time or a piece-wage? 

A. No, that was just your wage, ten shillings. 

 

Q. You didn't get a commission on the amount of things you sold or? <..pause..> 

A. Well I wasn't really, <..pause..> at the beginning I wasn't really selling much, I was more tidying up, putting 
things away and that sort of thing, tidying the stockroom and that sort of thing. I mean I was still young, I 
wasn't really serving. 

 

Q. Did you ever get a rise? 

A. Can't remember. I may have done, I just don't remember. Usually got a rise once a year, but I just don't 
remember. 

 

Q. Did you feel that this was a fair wage or not? 

A. Well, I think it was. Speaking to other people, I mean, I spoke to one girl, she said she was only getting 
eight shillings a week, and she was in a sort of drapery shop. She was only getting eight shillings a 
week. And some only seven and six. So it was quite a good wage. 

 

Q. Did you give all of the money to your mother? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Did you have to wear any special clothing? 

A. Yes, I had to have a black dress, black shoes, black stockings. 

 

Q. Did you have any collars or anything to put on them? 

A. Can't remember. <..pause..> I think there was white collars, I think there was. My sister usually made 
them for me. 

 

Q. Was tidiness important? Did you have to be very tidy? 

A. Oh yes, you had. It was a high class shop at that time. 

 

Q. You had to be very well clothed then? 

A. Yes, yes, that's right. 
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Q. And did you have to be very polite and? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Could you ever sit down, or did you have to stay on your feet all day? 

A. Yes, you couldn't sit down. Except at your tea break. 

 

Q. Did you have a special room, like a staff room to go to, for your tea break? 

A. I think we must have had. Yes, we had, yes. It was away up the stairs, 

 

Q. Were there other departments in this shop? 

A. Oh yes. Now what was the front shop? I think it was stockings. One side was stockings, and the other 
side was I think, was jumpers and cardigans. And then there was a wee odd counter, I think you sold 
blouses, and then the next one was the millinery, and after that was the lingerie. Then upstairs was 
coats and dresses, that sort of thing. I think it was only two departments, coats and dresses and, 
<..pause..> not hats, coats and dresses, only two departments upstairs. 

 

Q. Was there any rivalry between the departments in the store? 

A. I don't think so. I'd be too young to know about that. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did men and women work together? 

A. Well, it was mostly women. There was, <..pause..> Mr. McLachlan was occasionally there. Not very often. 
But there was, <..pause..> the manager he was always there. I think he was the only man that was there, 
if I can remember rightly, and the, <..pause..> millinery workroom was downstairs and also the 
stockrooms. Then upstairs was right on the top flat, was, <..pause..> I forget half the names, <..pause..> 
sewing department, what do you call it? Alteration department, up in the top, right on the very top. 

 

Q. How did you get on with the people that you worked with? 

A. I liked them fine, I got on fine with them. 

 

Q. Could you relax or talk at all? 

A. Not in the shop, better down in the, <..pause..> you could talk down in the work room, but not so much up 
in the shop. 

 

Q. Did you enjoy it? 

A. I did, yes, I quite enjoyed it. 

 

Q. Was there a Work’s Club? 

A. No, nothing like that. 

 

Q. Was there a presentation when somebody retired or left? 

A. No, not as long, <..pause..> not when I was there. 

 

Q. How did your employer treat you? 

A. <..pause..> Oh, I don't know if I ever met my employer, to tell you the honest truth. 

 

Q. Or your manager or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh he was quite pleasant, he was quite nice. 

 

Q. So you didn't meet your employer? 

A. Well, we never really saw very much, <..pause..> not the actual Mr. McLachlan, though he did live in 
Claredon Place, 
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Q. Was there a Trade Union or anything? 

A. No I don't think so. 

 

Q. How did you feel about the work? 

A. Oh, I quite enjoyed the work, I did quite enjoy the work. 

 

Q. How long did you do this work for? 

A. Well I worked 'til I was seventeen in McLachlan & Brown’s, then my father took over the shop. 

 

Q. Did you start working immediately? 

A. No. My mother went into the shop because, well, I was too young and I got up, made the breakfast and 
got the rest out to school and to work and that sort of thing, until such times as I was old enough, and 
that's how we worked it. And then latterly, I went in full-time. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do? 

A. Well, we had newspapers and drapery, wool and that sort of thing, cigarettes, matches and these sort of 
things you know. 

 

Q. You were saying that you used to go buying things. <..pause..> 

A. Yes, that's when I was a good bit older right enough. Once I got into it, you know. 

 

Q. And whereabouts did you go to do this? 

A. Glasgow. Yes. 

 

Q. And how did you do it? <..pause..> 

A. Well, you just went round the departments, and if you saw something you liked you maybe bought three 
or half a dozen, you know, whichever you thought. It'd depend what you had in stock. That's how we 
worked it you see. 

 

Q. How much were you paid for this? 

A. I only got pocket money (laughs). Seven and six a week! (laughs) 

 

Q. Seven and six? Mind you, that was the same as a lot of peoples' wages, so that was quite <..pause..> 

A. That's right, <..pause..> yes. But I got clothed, <..pause..> you know what I mean, I didn't have to buy any 
clothes off that. Nor stockings, nor anything like that. 

 

Q. So that was quite good <..pause..> then? 

A. Yes. Up 'til I was married, that's what I got, seven and six a week. (laughs) Never got a rise! 

 

Q. Would you save any of it? 

A. No, I don't think so. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you have to wear anything special for the shop? 

A. No, just an overall, because the papers were dirty. You wore an overall. 

 

Q What were the opening hours of the shop? 

A. Six o'clock in the morning 'til, <..pause..> was it eight o'clock? Eight o'clock at night, that's when I started, 
and then, nine o'clock on Saturday. Then when the war, <..pause..> wait a minute, maybe I'm too far on. 
When the war came, the Second War, we closed at six, from six in the morning 'til six at night. But 
that's, <..pause..> my father worked, <..pause..> well my father and mother worked it between them. He 
would go up at six o'clock in the morning and come down for his breakfast at nine, and then he'd go, 
<..pause..> he'd maybe go for a wee walk, or he'd go to the Bank or something like that, and then he'd go 
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back and let my mother home, and we'd both get on with the dinner or the lunch, whatever it is, 
<..pause..> whoever was coming in you know, and then we worked to eight o'clock at night. Saturday it 
was nine o'clock because we used to get a late post, and it was nine o'clock. I think it came out at eight 
o'clock, which my father would go to the station for, pick them up. 

 

Q. Who else did you work with? Was it just your family or was anybody else employed? 

A. Now wait a minute. <..pause..> Mainly my father and mother, all the time, until I got married, and then they 
took on a girl, because they needed somebody to just sort of work for, <..pause..> we closed at one for 
lunch, right enough.  

 

Q. You still lived at home when you started working? 

A. Yes. We were still in Bruce Street, I was still in Bruce Street then.  

 

Q. How did you spend your free time away from work? 

A. Well, my pal and I used to go up and play in the tennis courts about twice a week. 

 

Q. That was quite newly opened, wasn't it? In King's Park? 

A. Yes. I couldn't tell you what year that was, but I must have been quite grown up at the time. For we 
used to go out in the evenings, you know, our half day. 

 

Q. Did you have special clothes to play the tennis in? 

A. No, we just had a dress, we just put on a thin dress that was all. 

 

Q. Did you go dancing at all? 

A. No, I wasnae one for dancing. <..pause..> My sister did, but not me. 

 

Q Did you have special hobbies, after you left school? 

A. No, not much, no. 

 

Q. As you saying, you went to the Alhambra. <..pause..> 

A. That's when I was younger, that was. 

 

Q. Was that when you were working? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did you go to the cinema more, once you were working? 

A. Well, I used to go about once a week. 

 

Q. And what sort of things did you see then? 

A. <..pause..> Now you're asking. (laughs) That would be before I was married, <..pause..> now you see, it 
was silent pictures at that time. Can't tell you. 

 

Q. Do you know how much it was to get in? 

A. No, I forget. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you ever go to any pubs or anything? 

A. No, oh no, no, no! (amused) I was never in a pub 'til I was fifty! (laughs) 

 

Q. Was that just not a done thing? 

A. It wasn't, no. Not for women and girls, no. 
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Q. No, just for men. <..pause..> 

A. <..pause..> I mean, you were ‘fast’ if you went into a pub. Especially if it was the bar, you know. (amused) 

 

Q. I see. So you got a reputation if you went into a pub? 

A. Yes, yes. In those days. 

 

Q. And how did you spend your Sundays, after you'd left work? 

A. Well, similar. Just, <..pause..> I went out with my pal, and we took the bus, (laughs) we used to go out to 
Bridge of Allan glen, walk up to Dunblane and then get the bus back down again. It was quite a nice 
walk. 

 

Q. Did you still keep up with the church, still go to church? 

A. Oh yes. I was in the choir. 

 

Q. Do you think religion meant more to you after childhood? 

A. I don't think so. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you take an interest in politics? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you go on holiday? 

A. No, I don't think so. If I did go, it'd be down to Galashiels only, to my aunt. 

 

Q So you still did that, then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you make any new friends at this time? 

A. <..pause..> My friend and I, we, <..pause..> I don't think so. 

 

Q. Did you make any new friends from McLachlan & Brown's? 

A. No, I was only seventeen when I left there, but I just left them all behind. 

 

Q. Were there any special places where young men and women could meet? 

A. Well, only in the church, that was about the only place, but <..pause..> my father wanted me to be a 
Sunday School teacher (amused) but I wouldn't. (laughs) I just didn't fancy myself as a Sunday School 
teacher. 

 

Q. Did your parents always meet your friends? 

A. Usually, yes. 

 

Q. And did they expect to know where you were, all the time? 

A. Oh yes, well we had to say where we were going, and we'd to be in at a certain time. Nine o'clock 
during the week, and ten on Sunday, <..pause..> er, <..pause..> Saturdays. Sunday you were in early 
anyway. 

 

Q. What age were you when you were married? 

A. Twenty-three. 

 

Q. And how long had you known your husband? 

A. I was engaged for three years. 
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Q. What age was your husband? 

A. He must have been twenty-six, when we got married. 

 

Q. And how did you meet him? 

A. Well, we used to have wee whist drives up in a club thing in Baker Street, and I met him there. 

 

Q. Where did he come from? 

A. Cambusbarron. 

 

Q. And was he from the same sort of background as you? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you manage to get things like furniture and household thing for setting up home? 

A. <..pause..> Well we were engaged so long because we couldn't get a house, and I wouldn't get married 
until I got a house. (amused ) And we got this two-apartment; again 53 Cowane Street, the same house 
as my mother was in, and we managed to furnish it between us. And between the, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So you had plenty of time then to sort of save up, and buy things? 

A. Yes. It was only a two-apartment anyway. No water, and no toilet. The water was on the stair, the toilet 
was on the stair at that time. 

 

Q. What sort of wedding presents did you get? 

A. Oh quite a lot because, <..pause..> fairly well known. My friend was my bridesmaid. Usual things, towels, 
dish towels and my bridesmaid gave me my wedding china which was at that time, twelve cups, 
saucers and plates. Do you know how many I've got left? Three cups. Twelve saucers and twelve 
plates! (laughs) I used them in the, <..pause..> during the war time. Broke them all. 

 

Q. And what did you get from your parents, for setting up home? 

A. Now you're asking. <..pause..> I can't ever, remember! (laughs) <..pause..> It would be something right 
enough, it would be maybe sheets or something, I just don't remember. 

 

Q. Can you describe your wedding? 

A. <..pause..> Hmm, describe my wedding <..pause..> now <..pause..> Well I was married from Bruce Street. At 
the time I was married, which was 1931, my father had been negotiating for a house in Upper Bridge 
Street and it had a lovely drawing room. And if he'd got the house in time for my wedding, I was to be 
married in the drawing room, in Upper Bridge Street. But we didn't get the house, so I was married in 
<..pause..> a hotel. (laughs) I forget the name of the hotel! Oh dear that's terrible. (laughs) It's not there 
anymore, that's the problem. Waverley Hotel. I was married in The Waverley Hotel, because in those 
days we didn't go to church. Didn't get married in church. I had a long dress and my bridesmaid had a 
long dress. 

 

Q. And what was the dress like? 

A. Well it was pink, and I had a creamy coloured veil with a flowery thing here, and my bridesmaid was in, 
<..pause..> she'd a yellow dress with flowers on it, mine was plain. That was just her and I, my husband 
and the best man. 

 

Q. Did you have a reception? 

A. Yes, at this Waverley Hotel. 

 

Q. And did you have a honeymoon? 

A. Yes. We were a fortnight in Scarborough. (amused) 

 

Q. What was your husband's job when you got married ? 
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A. He was a painter and decorator. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs before or after that? 

A. No, oh no. It wasn't the done thing. (laughs) You didn't work after you were married. 

 

Q. Did he? 

A. Oh yes! Oh yes, he worked. Did he have any jobs? <..pause..> 

 

Q. Yes. Apart from being a painter and decorator, did he, before that or after it? No? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did he do any sort of part-time jobs? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Can you describe your first flat in Cowane Street? 

A. <..pause..> Well, it was two square rooms, <..pause..> two rooms about as big as my own bedroom. We 
had a sideboard, a table and there wasn't room for a suite, so we had two big chairs at the fireplace. 
Four dining chairs, the mirror, that was it, and the bedroom just had a wardrobe, chest of drawers and 
bed. As far as I know. 

 

Q. You did your washing in the wash-house? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Where did you live after that? 

A. Well, my father was now and mother was now in Upper Bridge Street, and the lady next door to there, 
she was letting her basement. So I applied for that, and I got it, which was quite handy, because there 
was a toilet and water in it, and it was quite handy, and the rooms were much bigger. But, <..pause..> it 
was quite handy for a while. 

 

Q. So where was that? 

A. Fifty-four Upper Bridge Street. 

 

Q. And who helped you move house? 

A. <..pause..> Oh, I just got somebody, carrier, I think it was Stewart the Carrier I think I got. As far as I 
remember. 

 

Q. Did you have any children? 

A. Yes. I've got three children. 

 

Q. When were they born? 

A. The eldest one was born in 1933, and then I had twins in 1937. And that was the lot. (laughs) 

 

Q. Was that the number of children that you wanted? 

A. No, I don't know. (laughs) It was all I had, anyway. 

 

Q. Did you know anything about birth control? 

A. No, we never did anything about birth control. No. 

 

Q. Was it available? I mean was there anywhere you could go to ask about it? 

A. No, nothing like that, no. 
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Q. Did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. Not the first time. (laughs) Second time, I did, it was alright. Oh no! <..pause..> When the first child was 
born, they said, "Oh you've got a wee boy.” <..pause..> "Oh.” I says, "Oh that's lovely, I've got a wee girl at 
home." And she said, the Sister said, "But you've got another one coming." 'Cause they'd never told me 
I was having twins, but I felt I was having twins, myself. 

 

Q. Did you ever read any books about birth, or looking after babies or anything? 

A. I presume I would do something, yes, I think so. 

 

Q. Were your children born at home? 

A. No, in the hospital. 

 

Q. And what happened when one of the children was born, did you get help from your family, you know, 
looking after the house and? <..pause..> 

A. No. I managed. I managed. And the neighbours were quite good, they would help me down the stairs 
with the pram, and that sort of thing. <..pause..> Were quite good. 

 

Q. Did your husband go out shopping for you, or something, maybe when you'd just come out of hospital ? 

A. He would. Just across the road to the Co-Op, anything like that. 

 

Q. Presumably you'd have medical help at the birth, if it was in the hospital? Was there a doctor there, or 
just a midwife or? <..pause..> 

A. Just a sister and a nurse. Didn't have a doctor. 

 

Q. How did you feed your first baby? 

A. I nursed her myself. 

 

Q. If you ever needed advice about babies, who did you ask? Your mother? 

A. Well, I don't know what they do now but at that time, which was 1933 when ****** was born, a District 
Nurse used to come round to see, especially when it was a first child, to see that you were doing alright, 
and she would weigh the child and if it was not heavy enough, she would tell you to increase maybe 
feeds, or something like that you know. They were quite good that way, up until about three months 
they came round, once a month. And then we could always go to Sauchie House which was a place 
there for, you could take your children they weighed them, and told you if they were coming on, or if 
they were not, that sort of thing. They would tell you what to do if you didn't, if they weren't, you know. 

 

Q. Was your husband good with the children when they were young? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. <..pause..> And play with them? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did he ever take them out with the pram? 

A. No. (laughs) He would take them out when they were walking, but not with the pram. (laughs) 

 

Q. So again, that wasn't something that? <..pause..> 

A. No, they just didn't do that in those days either. 

 

Q. What kind of medical care was there, if you were ill? 

A. None at all, you paid your doctor. 

 

Q. Do you remember how much? 
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A. Well it was usually about five shillings a visit, which is twenty-five pence. 

 

Q. Was there any insurance, like work’s insurance or a sickness club? 

A. Well, there was, <..pause..> I was quite lucky that way, if your child was born within two years, well ****** 
was a year and eleven months before she was born, so I got my insurance, and my husband got 
insurance, which was two pound, four pound, at that time. (laughs) That was all you got, four pounds. 

 

Q. What were the doctors like then? 

A. in the hospital you mean? 

 

Q. No, just <..pause..> 

A. My own doctor? Oh he was very nice, Dr. Cuthbert. 

 

Q. So he was very friendly, they were very much family doctors? 

A. Yes, he was, yes. 

 

Q. Did you have any home cures for anything? Well, maybe if somebody had a sore throat? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes. We'd just maybe have ‘Vic’ or something like that, you know. Rub them with Vic or, <..pause..> 
and that sort of thing, we never gave them like aspirins or disprins, or anything like that, you know. 

 

Q. How did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 

A. Well it wasn't too bad. His wage was quite good at that time. We managed. But, <..pause..> his wage 
when he was working was £3.12s.6d. How much is that? Three hundred and, <..pause..> oh I don't know. 
Anyway, it was quite a good wage at that time. But when he was idle, you were down to about twenty-
five shillings. You know how painters, in the wintertime, he went off. But, I think you were, about twenty-
five shillings you got, for the Bureau money. 

 

Q. But it was very much up and down? 

A. Yes. Well the longer you were off, the less it got.  

 

Q. So how much of it did he give to you? 

A. Well I got thirty shillings for the housekeeping, and that was all I did. I just used it for the house, for the 
shopping. And he paid all the bills. That's how we worked it. 

 

Q. And how did you decide that the money should be spent on things like maybe new furniture or clothes, 
or anything like that? 

A. Actually I had quite a good wardrobe before I, <..pause..> I got married, and I didn't need an awful lot, 
<..pause..> it did me for quite a while. (laughs) The only one time we had a fight, <..pause..> when the twins 
were born, they were going to be Christened, and I said, "Oh, I’d love a new coat.” <..pause..> He says, 
"We can't afford it." (laughs) And I says, (you know how the Co-Op, you used to get half a crown in the 
pound, and it was always saved? I knew there was quite, a bit of money in this Co-Operative book.) and 
so I said, "I could take so much out of the Co-Op.” <..pause..> He says, "No, I think you should leave it." 
<..pause..> I just said to myself, "Well.” <..pause..> I went to the Co-Op and I lifted £5, I got a coat and a hat 
and a pair of shoes. I had a dress that would do, it was maroon coloured, and a hat to match, and black 
shoes. And I had gloves. And of course they never knew until I was ready for the church. And he says, 
"Where did you get that?" I says, "I bought it!'' "Where did you get the money?" I said, "I told you, I took 
it out of the Co-Op." He says, "You'll never see that book again." And I just said, "Well I'll never buy 
another, <..pause..> anything in the Co-Op again, so it cuts both ways!" (laughs) That was our biggest 
fight. (laughs) 

 

Q. What about holidays and things like that, did you go on them? 

A. No, very, very seldom <..pause..> 

 

Q. So how did you manage when your husband maybe wasn't getting any work during the winter or 
anything? 
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A. We just had to manage. Just had to, yes. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Oh yes, you had, yes. 

 

Q. And when was this, when particularly? 

A. Well nearly every winter. Because that was 1931 you see, and that was sort of Depression years, when 
I was married, you know. 

 

Q. Did you get help from your family? 

A. Not money-wise. No. We wouldn't ask. 

 

Q. If any neighbours were ill or confined to bed, did anyone help out? 

A. Oh yes. My neighbour next door, when the twins were born, she came and took them out, before I got 
my pram (because I was very ill when they were born, and I was a month in hospital) and she came and 
took, <..pause..> just one on each arm, (laughs) she took them out! They were tiny, four pound and five 
pound. 

 

Q. Where you lived, did everybody have the same standard of living? Was everybody the same? 

A. Well, by the time the twins were born I was in my mother's house, my father's house in Upper Bridge 
Street. They lived in number fifty-two. And I was in the basement at that time. I'll tell you why, because 
in the basement in that house, was hot and cold water, and by that time, I had the twins you see, and it 
was much easier, so this was at the beginning of the war, 1939, and my mother said, "Would you like to 
come into this basement?" And I said, "I wouldn't mind” <..pause..> because well, she was there and if I 
wanted to go out, she could just keep an eye on the children and so I decided I would go in, so we just 
shoved all the furniture over the fence. It wasn't a fence, it was a railway actually, and my father and my 
husband carried it in. (laughs) It was handy! And she'd somebody waiting to come into the flat, <..pause..> 
it was a nice big flat.<..pause..> There was a back-kitchen, and in it was a boiler, but my father took the 
boiler out in his, and it gave a nice big space in it, but, <..pause..> we never used the boiler, of course we 
had the hot water in the sinks you know. It was handy.  

 

Q. Would you think yourself a member of a class, like working class or middle class? 

A. Oh, working class, I think. 

 

Q. Was anybody any better off than anybody else where you lived? 

A. Well, my father and mother were better off. You mean my own people? 

 

Q. Just roundabout you, was there much of a difference? 

A. No, I don't think so, we were all more or less much the same. The older people, they were a bit better 
off you know, but I think that, <..pause..> not so much the younger ones. And nearly all the people up and 
down the street had children about the same ages, because they all ran together. 

 

Q. Did the people do their shopping mostly in corner shops, or did they go into the town? 

A. Sometimes into the town, and sometimes to the corner shop. 

 

Q. Did any local shops give credit? 

A. We never asked for it. 

 

Q. But was it available, if, <..pause..> for other people? 

A. I couldn't really tell you, I've no idea. I think he had a thing up saying ‘No Credit’ but I think he gave a 
certain amount of credit. 

 

Q. Was there any pawn shops in the area? 
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A. No, no. Mostly in the town. 

 

Q. So would you say on the whole your area was a friendly area? It was a good place to stay? And there 
wasn't any trouble? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. We were right behind the Territorial School. (laughs) 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of the Second World War? 

A. Oh yes. What kind of memories would you like? Well my husband was called up and he went away in 
1939. And ****** she'd be what? She must have been five, no, six. She had a Mickey Mouse <..pause..> 
thing, what do you call it? 

 

Q. <..pause..> Comic ? 

A. No! 

 

Q. A wee hat thing? 

A. No. No, ****** had the Mickey Mouse gas mask, but the twins had the kind that you put them right in, 
and you'd to stand and pump them. They were about this size. And, <..pause..> I had to bring a table 
through and sit them on the table in the bedroom, and you were supposed to, whenever the siren went, 
you had to go and put the children in there and stand and pump them. (laughs) 

 

Q. Oh was that because they were wee babies, and you used special ones? 

A. <..pause..> Babies, yes, well they were two, they didn't get the gas masks until they were five. So, there 
was that, but before the war started, I used to go swimming at the Riverside with a crowd of girls and 
one night we went down and, I can't remember who it was that said, "There's no swimming tonight, but 
you're going to make up gas masks.” And that's what we did. And do you know before we came home 
our fingers were all skinned, we were making up gas masks. <..pause..> We, <..pause..> had an ordinary 
one, you know. 

 

Q. How did you do that? 

A. Well, they were all in pieces, you know the wee round bit like a piggy, you fitted that on and put a thing 
round about it to; <..pause..> So that's what we did. That was only, <..pause..> then it was finished and then 
for a while, I can't remember how long, there was no pictures or anything like that. They didn't have 
anything because they didn't want people, <..pause..> a lot of people in one place, in case they were 
bombed. 

 

Q. And do you remember the blackouts? 

A. Oh yes. We were lucky, we had shutters, we could close the shutters on all the windows, and that was 
the last thing you did, soon as it got dark, you just went round and closed all the shutters. It was quite 
handy. Drew the curtains. 

 

Q. Did you do any war work? 

A. No. Because the twins were only two at that time. 

 

Q. How did you manage with the rationing? 

A. Just had to, <..pause..> well I wasn't bad. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you get any extra perks or anything because your dad owned the business? 

A. No. Because it was usually the Co-Op we went to. You had a book, and you, <..pause..> well you had 
your book with your coupons in it, you see, it was usually the Co-Op we went to. Or down the road, if we 
were stuck, you know. 

 

Q. Do you remember evacuees? 

A. Yes, but we hadn't, nothing much to do with them. 
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Q. No? Because you had a young family? <..pause..> 

A. <..pause..> I had three brothers at home, and we were in the bottom flat my mother and father in the next 
flat. They were, <..pause..> hadn't any room.  

 

Q. Do you remember the soldiers? Do you remember anything about them? 

A. Not really because, <..pause..> you mean going away? No not really. I remember more from the First 
War. 'Cause they used to come marching up Wallace Street and the band was playing, all the kids flew 
round to Wallace Street. But this time I don't, <..pause..> because we were away from the main streets. 

 

Q. So what do you remember about the First World War? 

A. The First World War, wait a minute, I'd be six. I can remember, <..pause..> oh I must have been about 
ten, eleven; we made soup for children whose father were away at the war. We never got it, because 
my father was too old, and, but we used to go and cut up the vegetables and there was always 
somebody there. It was like a huge big, <..pause..> a lot of soup, you know, and there were quite a few 
people got it. I remember that. Because I remember helping to cut the vegetables. 

 

Q. And whereabouts was that done? 

A. Well they must have made some place, because I, <..pause..> can't really say where it was, it must have 
been some, a room, in The Territorial School because it was made in The Territorial School, and it was 
like a, <..pause..> it was a huge thing, there was a lot of soup in it.<..pause..> 

 

Q. A pot? 

A. Not a pot. <..pause..> It was a big vat, you know, a great big thing it was, that, took a lot of vegetables and 
there were several of us cutting up vegetables to put in the soup. I don't know what they put in it, I 
mean, for stock or anything like that, but I never tasted it. 'Cause we were never allowed it! (laughs) 

 

Q. What was family life like during the war, the Second World War? 

A. <..pause..> Well, we had the blackout and you couldn't go very far at nights, but as the children got older I 
got out one night a week to the pictures, with my sister-in-law at that time. My friend, she got married 
and she went away, and I palled up with my sister-in-law after one of my brothers got married. (She 
lives the next close, she didn't want to give her life story. And she has quite a good life too.) Anyway, we 
went to the pictures once a week, the Allanpark usually, because she got a bus, <..pause..> she lived in 
Whins of Milton, she got a bus from the end of the town, and I got a bus at the end of town, along to the 
bottom of Bruce Street, because you didn't want to walk too far in the blackout, you know. And I had to 
walk up Queen Street mostly. 

 

Q. And what do you remember of the cinema then? Can you remember any films that you saw? 

A. Well one I took the children to, it was, <..pause..> what's that one about the wolves, the boy that brought 
up the wolf? The wolf that brought up the boy, sorry! (laughs) Can you remember that? <..pause..> It's not 
‘Kim’ is it? Is it Kim? 

 

Q. Was it ‘The Junglebook’? 

A. Yes, The Junglebook. We went to see The Junglebook. I took, the three kids to see the ‘Junglebook’, 
This was Christmas Day, and ****** she’d a new pair of Fair Isle gloves on, and she got so interested in 
them, she ate every finger out of her glove. She did! Right down to there, and I had to go and re-knit 
them. Re-knit all the fingers! And it was four needles, I could have killed her! That's right, it was 
‘Junglebook’, that's right. But oh, they thoroughly enjoyed it, you know. But, ones we, <..pause..> what 
would we <..pause..> see. It's too long ago, you know. The last film I saw in the Allanpark was, <..pause..> 
what's her name? <..pause..> Julie what's her name.  

 

Q. The Sound of Music? 

A. Yes. (laughs) You know more than I do! That's right, that was the, <..pause..> I mean, I'd seen it before, 
but we went to see it again. But, we enjoyed it. That's the last time I've been at the pictures. No, I'm 
telling a lie, I went down to Ayr to my daughter's, and it was that one about Liddell, you know, the 
sprinter. What do you call that one now? No' a sprinter, he was a runner. <..pause..> And ****** my 
grandson, he wanted to see this film, so my daughter, she went away on holiday, and I was keeping the 
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house for her (I was much younger then) and we went to see this film, that was the last time I've been at 
the pictures. Quite a few years ago now, it might have been four or five. 

 

Q. Have you got any other memories of the war then? 

A. Blackout. 

 

Q. Do you remember the bombings? 

A. Yes I do. Which bombing, the one in Stirling or the Glasgow one? 

 

Q. Well both. 

A. Well I don't think I heard the one in Stirling. Well there was two in Stirling. There was one in Gargunnock 
Hills, these hills over there and there was also one in the football field. But it's not, <..pause..> not where it 
is now, not Anfieid, it was down the Craigs way, and they dropped a bomb there. I think it was just, 
<..pause..> he just dropped it to get rid of it, there was quite a lot of damage to the houses, and I 
remember my sister-in-law saying her aunt and one of her daughters, they'd to get out of the house - it 
was so badly damaged - until they got it sorted. I don't know where, <..pause..> oh, they came down to 
her mother, that's what they did, they came down to her mother to put her up for a day or two 'til they 
got it sorted. That was there, and then the sirens were early this particular night, the planes that went 
over, you could hear them going overhead, and my husband said to me, "Now look, the best place to 
put chairs is just out there.”<..pause..> Well there seemed to be an awful lot of planes going over, I says, 
"I think I'll put all these chairs out.” <..pause..> And I put all the chairs that I could get out, and it was about 
half a dozen, I think that was about all I had, and out, and he says, "Next to that place there, and that'll 
be your safest place." So I sat down on one of the chairs, all on my own. Not a soul. I got fed up. (I left 
the kids in their beds, I never used to lift them because they're cranky all the next day, when you lifted 
them.) So, "Och," I says, "I'm fed up with this, I must go and see.” <..pause..> So I goes up one flight of 
stairs. Not a soul. Goes up another flight of stairs, and there was my father and mother hanging out the 
window watching the planes going over, and then up another flight of stairs, and there was, I think, three 
brothers hanging out of the attic window. You could see the planes going over and their lights flashing, 
and this was them going over to Clydebank. <..pause..> 

 

Q. That would be quite frightening. <..pause..> 

A. Yes. I says, "I've got as many chairs down there,” <..pause..> I says, "and what, <..pause..> are you doing 
up here?" I says, "You're supposed to be in a safe place!" (laughs) And that was them, that's what they 
were doing. So I just went right down and put the chairs all back again! (laughs) I says, "You can just 
get on with it, and do what you like.” <..pause..> But that was, <..pause..> I remember that night, 'cause they 
started quite early, oh, the planes that went over. It really was terrible. That was the worst one. I'm 
telling a lie, the time, <..pause..> that the bomb in the football, <..pause..> they dropped in the football field. 
We were going down in the train, we were going down to join my husband, he got a place for us down 
there, and we stayed, <..pause..> it was summertime, we stayed about six weeks down there, so I didn't 
hear that one. And when we were at Bridgewater, and we stayed with a lady that he'd got in contact 
with, [he] had said, "Take us in” <..pause..> And, <..pause..> when we came back, the train was always 
stopping because there was a big raid on, and the lady that I stayed with wrote to me, and told me the 
bomb had dropped in the street that we were staying in, when we came home. But we missed it of 
course, but every time there was any raids, the train stopped. But everything was blacked out, you 
couldn't see a thing; you daren't lift any blinds or anything like that. I remember that. We were twice 
down beside my husband, once in Bridgewater. <..pause..> Where was the other place? Somewhere in 
Bedford, it was near Bedford, <..pause..> it was quite nice, I quite enjoyed it. It was summertime. Both 
times it was summertime. That was about the only holidays we had, you know. 

 

Q. Thank you very much. 
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Q. So can you tell me what year you were born in? 

A. 5
th
 of June, 1908. 

 

Q. And can you tell me where you were born? 

A. In a small cottage beside the burn in Gargunnock. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there for? 

A. Oh I lived there 'til I went down to another house in the village. We removed from there and went to this 
house further down the village. 

 

Q. And so do you have any memories of your grandparents? Can you remember them? 

A. Oh well, my grandmother, I can remember my grandmother, but my grandfather died when he was in 
his thirties, and I don't know anything much about him. But I remember my grandmother, and she was a 
grand old lady, and she lived in The Square in Gargunnock, and she kept cows and pigs and my mother 
used to go with the milk in the morning round the village. They had customers and then she went down 
to Gargunnock House and she washed down the stairs, and then went to school. 

 

Q. And how many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. I had no brothers and no sisters. 

 

Q. And can you remember what your father's job was? 

A. Yes, he was a basket maker. 

 

Q. Uh-huh? 

A. A unique industry. 

 

Q. Mm, hmm. So did he employ some people to work for him? 

A. No, he worked to someone else and there were maybe about six of them and they made these spale 
baskets which were used for potato lifting and various things. We had one and it was a clothes basket, 
they were oak spale baskets and they were made from the oak trees, twenty to thirty years old, and 
they had a certain process to go through. The wood had to be boiled and then it was split up into 
portions to make the baskets about a sixteenth inch, the thickness. 

 

Q. So did he always work as a basket maker? 

A. Yes, he was always a basket maker, uh-huh, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And your mother, did she have any jobs before she was married? 

A. Well these jobs, you know, going round with the milk and washing steps and then at harvest time she 
went out to the harvest field. We had a friend who had a small farm and she went to help, and the corn 
was cut with the scythe and my mother tied the sheaves. 

 

Q. And did your parents attend church? 

A. Oh yes, we all attended the church, yes, it was the Established Church we went to, but we really 
belonged to the United Free Church, but we did go to the Established Church. 
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Q. And did your parents take any interest in politics? 

A. No, not much. 

 

Q. So you don't know what parties they voted for or anything? 

A. Oh yes, I would know what they voted for, they would tell me that alright, (laughs) but, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So what did your parents do in their spare time? Did they have any hobbies? 

A. Oh yes, my father was a great gardener and he won many prizes at the flower show. And I got prizes 
too, I used to show wild flowers and grasses and won prizes for these. 

 

Q. And did your mother, did she attend the Women's Guild or anything? 

A. No, she didn't go to the Women's Guild but there was another organisation that she went to, and the 
Mother's Union was the name of it, and it was a very good organisation carried on by one of the ladies 
at Gargunnock House. 

 

Q. And did your parents take part in any sport, like bowling or anything? 

A. No, my father was keen on football, he used to go every Saturday in to see the King's Park at Stirling, 
they played football and he always went to that. But that was really about all. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of your parents’ house in Gargunnock? How many rooms did it have? 

A. Oh, it was just a wee cottage, a kitchen and a room and then another wee spare room at the back, uh-
huh. It wasn't very big. A big cellar outside where we kept sticks and coals, mm, hmm. 

 

Q. And so what were the washing arrangements? Was there a wash-house? 

A. Well, out in the cellar we did our washing. We had a tub out there and we heated the water in a big pot 
in the kitchen and carried it out to the cellar and poured it into the tub there and washed, and we'd 
plenty water at the burn to rinse them. 

 

Q. Did anyone besides your parents and yourself live in the house? Like lodgers or anything. Your mother 
didn't? <..pause..> 

A. No, we didn't keep lodgers, no, but there was some people before us lived in it, the people who really 
belonged to it, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And did your mother do all the housework? 

A. Yes, yes, u, huh. 

 

Q. So can you describe what chores she did? Did she black-lead the range and? <..pause..> 

A. Black-lead it? Oh yes, the fireside was shining steel, had all to be cleaned and we had a swee and we 
could put a big pot on it, you know, and a wheel to turn it round, uh-huh, and it was all brass and steel, 
and that had to be kept clean and hobs had to be black-lead on them and polished. Oh yes, it was a 
great thing to keep the fireside sparkling. 

 

Q. And so did she make the family's clothes? 

A. Yes, she could make certain things, and she was a lovely knitter. 

 

Q. And do you remember getting many new clothes when you were young? 

A. No, we didn't get so many, but we had what did us, we never wanted. 

 

Q. And how often did you get shoes? 

A. It was really boots. 

 



 773 

Q. Boots? 

A. Button-boots, buttons up the side and they lasted quite a long time, much better than what the boots are 
made of today. 

 

Q. Can you remember if there were any children who were quite poor and who had to go to school in bare 
feet in the summer? 

A. Oh most of them had bare feet in the summer. No, they never wore shoes or boots, oh no. 

 

Q. And did your mother have anyone to help in the house, like a maid or anything like that? 

A. No, no, no, she did everything herself, she did everything herself, she even cleaned the chimney. 

 

Q. And your father, did he help your mother with any of the jobs in the house? 

A. Well if she needed help he would do it, uh-huh, but, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So did he do decorating and repairs and things like that? 

A. Oh he could do some, uh-huh, my mother did quite a lot of decorating, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And did he read to you when you were young, and tell you stories and things, and take you walks? 

A. Yes, yes, oh yes, and at night he would carry me on his shoulder round and round the kitchen. 

 

Q. And did you yourself have any jobs to do around the house when you were young, when you were a 
child? Like doing the messages or housework and things? 

A. Oh yes, I used to go messages and that, and then another thing I did was, my grandmother was a very 
good woman and she was always keen to help folks. And she would tell me, "Now you'll go to Mrs. So 
and So tonight and you'll take in her sticks and coals, and if there's anything else she wants, do it!" And 
another old lady I used to go to read to 'cause she was blind. Och we had many stories of these kind of 
things, they're just, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And did you continue to do the housework and messages after you left school? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes, I was always doing something, uh-huh, uh-huh. I used to go to the farm up above us 
and work there after school closed. Take in the calves and feed the hens and collect the eggs. Go to a 
barrel where they had treacle and pull out the stopper and put my mouth to it and get some treacle, and 
I got it all over my dress as well. (laughs) 

 

Q. And what kind of meals did you have when you were wee? Was it soups and stews and things? 

A. Oh yes, we got plenty soup, all substantial meals uh-huh, and my mother was a good baker, she could 
bake all scones and pancakes, oatcakes, oh, anything. 

 

Q. And did you have anything different to eat on Sundays say? 

A. Well we didn't have the same meal on a Sunday because there was no cooking done on a Sunday, we 
just had something that was prepared the day before and we could use that. We kept Sunday. 

 

Q. And did your mother eat well or did she leave less on her plate and give more to everybody in the 
family? 

A. Oh no, we all had enough, yes, all had enough. 

 

Q. So can you remember where your parents did their shopping about? 

A. Well there were vans came round and we got groceries. I think it was the Co-Op, we got groceries from 
there. And then there was a wee shop not far from us where we got things. And we used to go there on 
a Saturday and look in the window. And there was a baker came from Stirling every Saturday, and the 
shopkeeper bought cakes, and she put them on a plate in the window, and we were there to see how 
fancy they were. 
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Q. And so did you go shopping with your mother and father? 

A. <..pause..> Well, at times I would go but not always. 

 

Q. And where did they buy things like furniture and clothes? 

A. Oh well, clothes was McCulloch and Young, that was the favourite shop. 

 

Q. And furniture? Can your remember? Was it the Co-Operative? 

A. Furniture? No, Virtue, mm, hem. Virtue sold our spale baskets, they had a stock of them and they sold 
them, and they sold them. So we went there for anything, that was in Stirling. 

 

Q. And did you celebrate special occasions like birthdays and Christmas? 

A. Oh yes, I was always at the Christmas Party, the Sunday School Christmas Party and we had a tree 
and games and it was lovely. 

 

Q. And did you get many presents at Christmas time? 

A. Oh yes, we got, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you hang up a stocking? 

A. Yes, oh I hung up my stocking, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And did your parents play games with you when you were young? Or did you play on your own? 

A. <..pause..> Oh well, there would be somebody maybe come in to play with me, but I used to go with my 
father on a Sunday morning round some of the gardens. There was an old man and he was a ‘Rose 
King’. He had the most beautiful roses and we used to go over there to see them. And then we went to 
the farm up above us where the ‘Pansy King’ was. And he had a small field just off the farm and he 
grew all these pansies and violas, and he had a viola which was named after me, and it was blue and 
white. 

 

Q. You mean a violet? 

A. A viola. 

 

Q. A viola? 

A. Yes. Not the same as a pansy but like that, but not just the same, it had different blotches and so that 
was me called after the viola. 

 

Q. And did you have books to read at home when you were young? 

A. Oh yes, we got plenty books, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Can you remember which books you read? 

A. The ‘Black Beauty’. 

 

Q. ‘Black Beauty’? 

A. Yes, it was my favourite. 

 

Q. And did you belong to a library? 

A. No, no library. 

 

Q. So were you taken out to visit neighbours, friends and relatives? 

A. Yes, oh we went to visit, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And can you remember any other outings with your parents, like holiday times and things like that? Did 
you go holidays? 
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A. Yes. Well, mother and I went holidays, but my father, he never went so often, he stayed at his job. 

 

Q. And so can you remember where you went your holidays to? 

A. Yes. Well Prestwick was our favourite place, it was home from home. 

 

Q. So how long did you go your holidays for? 

A. Oh we might be there a fortnight, and I might wait on longer, it just depended how we got on. 

 

Q. And can you remember any activities and things that you got up to on your holidays? Like going for 
paddles in the sea and things like that, paddling in the sea? 

A. Oh yes, we used to paddle in the sea, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And build sandcastles? 

A. Uh-huh, on the sands, yes. 

 

Q. And did you stay in a guest house or? <..pause..> 

A. No, we stayed with relatives, mm, hmm. 

 

Q. And can you remember a wedding in the family at all? Do you remember being a bridesmaid ever, or 
anything? 

A. No, I wasn't a bridesmaid, no. 

 

Q. So can you tell me how you spent Sundays when you were young? Did you go to church? 

A. We went to Sunday School first, and come home from there. And then I went to church, to the 
Established Church and come home from there and we would have our lunch and then we had our own 
service at four o'clock, the United Free Church, and we went to it. And then after, well we would go for a 
walk maybe, or sew, but we spent Sunday very quietly and just the way it should be. 

 

Q. And so, do you remember going on Sunday School outings? 

A. Yes, oh yes, we had good outings. 

 

Q. Can you remember where you went to? 

A. Well I remember we used to go down to Meiklewood and we had a Punch and Judy show, (laughs) 
that's about the first that I remember. But we had other outings to different places round about. 

 

Q. Did you used to sing in the church choir at all? 

A. Yes, yes, I was in the choir and I enjoyed it very much. 

 

Q. And at Gargunnock, were you ever visited by the Band of Hope in the village hall or church hall? 

A. Well I was a member of the Band of Hope, yes. 

 

Q. So can you tell me the kind of things they did during the service? 

A. Oh well, that's away back. It was a very good meeting, I enjoyed it very much. And I was in it for quite a 
while. 

 

Q. And so do you remember having different clothes to wear on a Sunday? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you have a special dress? 

A. Yes, we always kept something special for Wednesday, it was never on during the week, just on a 
Wednesday. 
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Q. And were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Yes, I always said my prayer at night, and always said Grace before meals. 

 

Q. So religion was quite important to you when you were young? 

A. Oh yes, yes, my grandmother made sure of that, she was a good-living woman. 

 

Q. And when you were young, did you used to play with neighbours and? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes I had friends and a girl in the Post Office, and she came from the south of Scotland and she and 
I were very friendly and had played together. 

 

Q. And did you play games against other groups? 

A. No, I don't think so. 

 

Q. So what kind of games did you play when you were young? 

A. Oh, ‘Broken Bridges’ and the ‘Duke of York’ and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And did you have toys? 

A. Oh yes, we had toys, uh-huh, any amount of toys. 

 

Q. Did you have teddy bears and things like that? 

A. Oh yes, uh-huh, and then we had, <..pause..> in The Observer we had ‘Daddy's Circle’, we were all 
members, all the girls and boys round about were members of ‘Daddy's Circle’. And we used to have a 
Christmas party for that, and we all got a present. And then after it was ‘Daddy's Circle’ it was changed 
to ‘Uncle John's Corner’. And we sent in poems and stories and they were printed in The Observer, in 
this column. 

 

Q. Very good. And so were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. <..pause..> Oh yes, we used to get dirty, we used to have a sandbank outside the Post Office and the girl 
there and I got into a mess at times between worms and whatnot. (laughing) 

 

Q. So did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Oh I suppose they would be much the same, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And were you free to play with anyone you pleased? 

A. Oh yes, they were all very nice, we knew each one, you know. Everybody in the village knew each 
other. It's not like nowadays, they don't know them at all, but we knew everybody. 

 

Q. And how did you spend your free time after school? 

A. Well I did the jobs I had to do first. And then in the evening we went to the Post Office and we waited for 
the evening papers coming in, and they came in on the train, and someone had to go to the station to 
collect the papers and we waited in the Post Office. Of course it was closed for business, we waited 
there and we played ‘The Minister's Cat’ (laughs) 'til the papers came. Then when they came we went 
round the houses where they were to get papers and we took milk with us then too and delivered it. So 
that was the papers and the milk that were delivered after. 

 

Q. So did you have any hobbies, like going walks or going cycling or doing the garden work or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes, I loved gardening, I got prizes for my garden and my father and mother and I were all 
gardeners. And another thing I did was, I cleaned spaghnum moss for the soldiers' wounds. There were 
about six of us went to Gargunnock House on a Saturday morning and we cleaned the sphagnum moss 
in the servants’ hall in the house. And in the summertime we were out in the rose garden, and if we 
needed more moss we went up the hill and collected it up there. There was any amount of sphagnum 
moss up there. And then they would give us a party and we had, oh, games and singsongs, they taught 
us to sing, and it was wonderful. 

 



 777 

Q. And did you used to collect things like scraps or cigarette cards or anything like that? 

A. Yes, I had scraps, yes, I had a book of scraps, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And were there different kind of scraps you could buy? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. And then later on I had an album of war memorials, collected them, and it was wonderful 
how the things that we collected, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And did you keep any pets? 

A. No, I didn't have any pets, no. Unless maybe a robin that would come around sometime. 

 

Q. And did you take part in any sport when you were young? Like hockey or netball? 

A. No, no, I never seemed to be interested in that. 

 

Q. And did you belong to the Guides or the Girl's Guildry or anything? 

A. Yes, the Girl's Guildry, I was a member of the Junior Guild, uh-huh, and the minister's wife there taught 
us to do embroidery and various things. I enjoyed it very much, and that's where I was taught to do 
embroidery and can do it now. 

 

Q. And did you ever go to the pictures in Stirling at all? 

A. Yes, I used to go on a Wednesday afternoon. 

 

Q. Which cinema would that be? 

A. It was in the Arcade. 

 

Q. The Alhambra? 

A. The Alhambra, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And so can you remember what kind of films you used to see? 

A. Oh no, oh it would just be the, <..pause..> I don't know really, I never was very interested in it. 

 

Q. And did your parents give you pocket money? 

A. Oh yes, I always got something, oh a penny went a long distance. I would go to the shop and she would 
make a bag with newspaper, turn it round and I would get a pennyworth of sweets, boilings out of a jar. 

 

Q. So you spent your money on sweets? Can you remember what kind of sweets they had when you were 
wee? Did they have crisps then? And bars of chocolate and things like that? 

A. Oh yes, they had bars of chocolate, and chocolate drops and chocolate crisps and mixed balls and 
sherbet, anything with sherbet in it, we used to, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And puff candy, did you have that? 

A. Puff candy, yes, oh yes, it was good. 

 

Q. So now we're on to school? So how old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Oh I would be five. 

 

Q. And what school did you go to? 

A. Gargunnock. 

 

Q. And was that a day school? 

A. No, that was the Public School. 
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Q. So what did you think of the school? 

A. Oh I enjoyed it alright, to a point, (laughs) and we got Cookery at the school, later on, the teacher cane 
from Alloa, and she came in the train to Gargunnock station and she walked from there. And then we 
were waiting on her and we had our Cookery lesson and it would be soup and then something with 
meat, then in the afternoon we had our Laundry, we did our Washing and that finished the day, and she 
walked back to the station again for the train to Alloa. 

 

Q. And so did you like the teachers? 

A. Yes, oh yes, I liked the teachers. We had very nice teachers. 

 

Q. And what punishments were there when anyone was bad? 

A. Oh the strap, the strap, but I never got it. (laughs) 

 

Q. And what subjects were you taught? Can you remember the subjects you were taught at school? 

A. Oh well, we had Reading, and always plenty of poetry to memorise, like ‘The Lady of the Lake’ and 
different things. 

 

Q. Did you get Domestic Science and Needlework? 

A. Oh yes, we had Needlework, yes, I got prizes for needlework too, uh-huh, oh yes. 

 

Q. So what did you wear to school? Were you all dressed in a uniform? 

A. No, no, just whatever was suitable for you, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And what did you do at play times? 

A. Oh we had games the time of the interval, uh-huh, Skipping Ropes and things, Peever. 

 

Q. So did you go onto another school after that? 

A. Yes, I went to the High School after that. 

 

Q. And what subjects were you taught there? 

A. Oh we had everything there, Languages <..pause..> 

 

Q. Science? 

A. And Science, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Mathematics and English? 

A. Mathematics and English, yes, and Domestic Science there too. 

 

Q. And did you wear a uniform to the High School? 

A. Well it was usually a gym dress. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you left school? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> when I left, <..pause..> I think I was about nineteen. 

 

Q. And would you have stayed on longer? 

A. No, I went to the, <..pause..> Shorthand and Typing after I left there. 

 

Q. And so did you attend any part-time education afterwards, like night school or anything? 

A. The only time I was at night school was when the money was changed. 

 

Q. And would you have liked to have gone to University or anything? 
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A. No, I don't think so, no. 

 

Q. So can you tell me what your first full-time job was? 

A. Well I was in a Painter’s for a wee while, 'til I got something better. 

 

Q. Were you a sales assistant? 

A. In the Painter’s? Yes, oh yes, I was the only one there. 

 

Q. And so what hours did you work? 

A. Nine o'clock 'til five. 

 

Q. And was there a break for a meal? 

A. For lunch? Yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. And can you tell me what you were paid? 

A. <..pause..> Eight shillings in a week. 

 

Q. And did you feel that that was a fair wage? 

A. Well, we just put up with it, and there was an old lady up the stair and she used to come down with a 
cup of tea for me at ten o'clock, mm, hmm. 

 

Q. So can you describe what a typical working day would be like? 

A. Oh well sometimes we were busy, you know, if there were folks coming in wanting to see paper, 
wallpaper or anything like that, we were kept quite busy. 

 

Q. And were you still living at home then? 

A. Yes, oh yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. So what other jobs were there in the shop? 

A. In the Painter’s? 

 

Q. Uh-huh. Were there just sales assistants and a manager? 

A. Yes, well, anyone wanting paint or, <..pause..> or had to take orders. 

 

Q. And how did your employer treat you? 

A. Oh, very well, very well, I couldn't say anything about them. 

 

Q. And how did you feel about your employer? 

A. Well they were very thoughtful to me, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And was there a Trade Union? Were you a member of a Trade Union? 

A. No, no, I wasn't a member of it, no. 

 

Q. And how did you feel about the work you did? Did you like the work that you were doing? 

A. Oh I liked it all right, uh-huh, but when I got something better that was the main thing 

 

Q. And how long did you do this work for? 

A. Oh well, it must've been fully a year I think. 

 

Q. And then what did you do after that? 



 780 

A. And then I went to Kippen, to the grocer’s there. I was supposed to go to Alloa, to a baker’s there but I 
went and I had arranged that I would work there and I went to Kippen this day and the gentleman in the 
shop had heard that I was looking for a job and he asked, “Would I come to him?” So, I just jumped at 
this and told the other company that I wouldn't be, that I had found something more suitable. So I was 
there for forty years. I loved my job. 

 

Q. Can you tell me what you did? 

A. Oh well I did anything, I was only too pleased to be able to work. 

 

Q. So you were a Bookkeeper and a Sales Assistant? 

A. Yes, yes, and I used to take the Dutch hoe in the morning and go out and Dutch hoe the weeds in front 
of the shop. I just made it my job. My heart was in it, yes. 

 

Q. And so what hours did you work? 

A. Oh I went with the bus after eight o'clock and I came back with the bus at six, and on a Saturday night it 
was nine o'clock, but I didn't mind. 

 

Q. And what were you paid? Can you remember? 

A. I had twelve shillings to begin with. 

 

Q. And so did it gradually increase? 

A. Then it gradually, yes. 

 

Q. And did you feel that that was a fair wage? 

A. Oh yes, I was quite pleased, I never disagreed with them in any way, I was quite happy. 

 

Q. And did you give any of the money to your mother? 

A. Yes, oh yes, I did, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And you were still living at home? 

A. Yes, I was living at home all the time. 

 

Q. And so how did your employer treat you? 

A. Oh, just a gentleman. Couldn't have had better, and he gave me a wonderful reference. 

 

Q. So how did you feel about the work that you were doing? Did you like it? 

A. Yes I did, I enjoyed it, I really enjoyed it. 

 

Q. And how long did you do this work for? 

A. Forty years. 

 

Q. So at the end of the forty years, did you reach retirement age? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. So I want to find out now about home life after you started full-time work. So you mentioned that you 
were still living at home? 

A. Yes, uh-huh, uh-huh. 

 

Q. So did starting full-time work change your relationship with your parents at all? 

A. No, no, not in the least. I did my usual jobs just the same. 
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Q. And how much money did you have to spend? 

A. Oh well, it just depended, sometimes I might need more one week than the other, but, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And so how did you spend your free time away from work? Were you a member of the Women's Guild 
or <..pause..>? 

A. I went to visit at Watson House every Wednesday, visit the old ladies there, and made great friends with 
some of them. 

 

Q. And did you go to dances? 

A. No. Very seldom. 

 

Q. And did you go to pubs or the theatre or cinema? Anything like that? 

A. No, no, no, no. Had no time for that. (laughing) 

 

Q. And so how did you spend your Sundays. Did you still go to church? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes, still went to church, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And so did religion mean more or less to you after you were a child? 

A. Oh it meant more to me. Uh-huh, it did. 

 

Q. Why do you think that was? 

A. Well it was just the way that my grandmother had brought me up, and the way that she said I should 
live. 

 

Q. And you mentioned that you were a Sunday School teacher? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was it round about this time that you started to teach at Sunday School? 

A. Well it would be, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And did you take an interest in politics? 

A. No, no I wasn't keen on that, no. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on a holiday all the time that you'd been working? 

A. Oh yes, I've been away different times, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And did you make new friends when you were working? All the time you were working? 

A. Oh yes, I made great friends, the Kippen people were wonderful! I made lots of friends there. 

 

Q. And were there any special places where men and women could meet? 

A. Well I don't know. There would be maybe, I don't know, I was, <..pause..> any Guilds or anything like that, 
you know, where they had meetings, there would be men and women there. 

 

Q. And did your parents meet your friends? 

A. Oh yes, yes, they met them, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And did they expect to know where you were at a certain time? 

A. Oh no, they didn't need to bother about me, I looked after myself and didn't need any questions! 
(laughing) 

 

Q. And did you have to be home by a certain time? 
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A. Well we always managed to get in time and a decent hour. 

 

Q. So when you were growing up and everything like that and when you were a child, if any neighbours 
were ill in the community you were living in or confined to bed, did anyone help out? 

A. Yes my grandmother and my mother went at night, during the night and sat with anyone who was ill or 
needed attention. Yes, they did that faithfully. 

 

Q. And what kind of medical care was there at this time if you were ill? 

A. If you were ill? Oh well, you could depend on the doctor. The doctor came from Kippen on a Monday 
and a Thursday and you could be sure of seeing him in the School Road at eleven o'clock either of 
these days and his cure was a dose of Gregory's mixture. 

 

Q. And did you have to pay for the doctor? 

A. Now, I don't think we had. I don't remember. 

 

Q. Where you lived did all of the people have the same standard of living or would you say some were 
better off than others? 

A. Oh there might be a few better off but they were all very good at giving. If there was anyone in need, 
well, they would help. 

 

Q. And did people do their shopping mostly in local corner shops or in the town? 

A. Well, latterly more went to the town, I think but there was always vans came round that we were never 
badly off. 

 

Q. And did any local shops ever give credit? 

A. Oh I suppose they would but we never had it, didn't believe in that kind of thing. 

 

Q. And were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. No, there wasn't any pawn shops but there was a lodging house. 

 

Q. Was your area a friendly neighbourhood? 

A. Yes, oh yes, uh-huh. Very friendly. 

 

Q. And so do you have memories of the First World War at all? 

A. Ah well, that was when I was down in Gatehouse of Fleet when war broke out and we were told to come 
home by telegram. 

 

Q. And were any of your relatives involved in the First World War? 

A. Well, I had a cousin who was killed. That was the only one. But we did knitting, lots of knitting, socks 
and scarves and helmets. We did quite lot of that. 

 

Q. And do you have any memories of the Second World War? 

A. Well I had nobody in it this time. 

 

Q. Were you involved in working with the W.R.V.S. or doing knitting or? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, I was in the W.R.V.S., yes I was. 

 

Q. And what kind of things did you do? 

A. Well, we always came to the home here, you know, we had the shop here and spent our Wednesday 
afternoon there. But we knitted and still, <..pause..> for what was needed. 

 

Q. And do you remember the rationing? 
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A. Yes, oh I remember it alright. I had much to do with it. (laughing) 

 

Q. Can you remember how many different portions of stuff people had to live off for a week? 

A. Och it was very little, yes, two ounces of butter, it was very little. 

 

Q. And in Kippen, did come across any evacuees at all? 

A. Oh we had evacuees galore! Oh yes, uh-huh. Many's a laugh we got with evacuees. 

 

Q. And did you come into contact with any soldiers? Were there any soldiers in the neighbourhood? 

A. Well, we had Polish. We had three and they were staying in houses in the village. Very nice fellows they 
were and they did a lot of leather work, made purses and handbags and they were really very nice. And 
they were, every day they were in the shop for something. I enjoyed talking to them. 
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1909 Schoolteacher 

 
Interviewee Code W3 
Interview Conducted 25th March 1988 
Interviewer Karen Connal 
Transcribed by Eilean Burgess 
 

Q. When were you born? 

A. 1909 

 

Q. And where were you born? 

A. Alexandria. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. Oh, right 'til I left for, to be married. Maybe be, many years now, that's a long time. I've had my fiftieth, 
<..pause..> must be more than fifty years. 

 

Q. Did you have any brothers and sisters? 

A. Yes. Four sisters and two brothers. 

 

Q. And where were you in birth order? 

A. The end. 

 

Q. The youngest? 

A. The youngest, yes. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. He was with the, <..pause..> the Co-Operative. And he was first of all actually, just in one part, at the Vale 
of Leven and then later on he was one of the higher persons. 

 

Q. Did your mother work before she got married at all? 

A. No, not that I know of but I mean I was the youngest, so that I really didn't know very much about her. 

 

Q. Did she ever work at all after she got married and had the children? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was that with the whole family? 

A. Yes, with the whole family. 

 

Q. What denomination was that? 

A. The regular one. 

 

Q. Church of Scotland? 

A. The Church of Scotland, yes. 

 

Q. Did they take an interest in politics? Either your mother or your father? 
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A. Not my mother, but, I think father was quite a bit. I was the youngest and I didn't know <..pause..> much 
about it. 

 

Q. Do you know what party they voted for? 

A. No. That is one thing I didn't know. 

 

Q. Now if your parents had any spare time, what would they do in their spare time? Did they have any 
activities, like the Woman's Guild for your mother? 

A. Oh, mother was Woman's Guild. Not very much because there was the seven of us that she didn't get 
out very much. 

 

Q. What about your father? Was he involved in any sports say? 

A. No, not sports, but he was with the Co-Operative and he was away a lot abroad, you know. 

 

Q. Now the first house that you lived in as a child, the first house you can remember, can you describe it to 
me, how big it was, the rooms? 

A. Well, it was not so big. There was three houses there and eventually we had all the houses. 

 

Q. Did you start off with just one of them, then? 

A. Well I was the youngest one, I don't know whether they started off with that one. But there were actually 
three houses, there was two ones, three, not very big, and then there was a main one. But they were all 
together. 

 

Q. How many bedrooms would that have been then, in all? 

A. Well there would be, two and two and four, I would think. 

 

Q. Did it have an inside toilet and bathroom? 

A. Yes, yes it did have. 

 

Q. What about the washing arrangements for your mother then, washing the clothes and that, was there a 
boiler house? 

A. Yes outside in the garden, it was. A very good one. And they needed that for the seven of us, and other 
cousins and other people that seemed to live around. 

 

Q. Did you have lodgers? 

A. No. No, no, just the family. 

 

Q. Did she share that wash-house at all or was that just the family? 

A. No, we used to all, <..pause..> to begin with you couldn't get through between them all, but it ended up, it 
was all one house with about five entrances to get into it. 

 

Q. Five entrances? 

A. Something like that. Well if it was, <..pause..> a bigger one with two things and then the others. Oh you 
had good fun. 

 

Q. Did they knock them in, or did you keep them three separate houses? 

A. No, they just, <..pause..> yes. But there were doors between them. 

 

Q. That must have been good fun right enough? 

A. It certainly was. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework herself, or did she ever have a help? 
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A. Always help. Yes. 

 

Q. Was that a live-in girl or just a daily? 

A. No, just daily, a daily it was. 

 

Q. Did she help with the washing and housework? 

A. She did originally, but not so much by the time I was growing up. 

 

Q. Did your sisters and brothers help with the housework too? 

A. One sister stayed at home and helped. But they were all given, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Set tasks? 

A. Yes. And they also got, what do you call it? <..pause..> 

 

Q. Now, was that the usual thing that the older sister would take care of the house, rather than go out to 
work? 

A. Yes, oh that was definitely. But they were all given a trade or something, so that they had, <..pause..> if 
they had to go out to work they all got something. It wasn't a question they just went out straight from 
school, they all got a trade. 

 

Q. So what about your older sister, what was her, what would have been her? <..pause..> 

A. There was four, four older sisters so that there were two school teachers, one kept the house, and one 
eventually went to the house, but went to the university, not university, to training college. They all got a 
training. 

 

Q. Was that because your parents wanted you to train? 

A. Yes they wanted to, very keen to. We were all given a trade. All four of them, to teachers, I was one of 
them. 

 

Q. So, all four girls were all teachers? 

A. Yes. But there was another, there was a fifth one. 

 

Q. Who made or mended the family's clothes, would your mother do that as well? 

A. No she usually had somebody in, I think, to do that, and then as the family were growing up, the family 
did it. My older sisters did a lot of the clothing. 

 

Q. What about the girl, the daily help, would she help with things like that too? 

A. No, it was more just cleaning, housework, yes. 

 

Q. You've no idea how much your mum paid the girl have you? 

A. No, I don't think it would be very much, though, you know compared with nowadays. It would be fair. 

 

Q. The going rate for the time? 

A. Mmm. 

 

Q. Did your father ever help your mother in the house? 

A. Not when I, <..pause..> he probably did, but I was the youngest and therefore; he was away on business 
a lot. I never saw him doing that. 

 

Q. Would he get involved with you as children a lot? Would he take you out walks and things like that? 

A. No, more to church, I think. Make sure the family went to church all the time. 
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Q. What about jobs around the house? Decorating, improvements, would he do that sort of thing? 

A. No he wouldn't no. 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have as a child, what was the normal diet for you then? What would you 
have for breakfast normally? 

A. Oh porridge. 

 

Q. It was always porridge? 

A. Always porridge, and of course some of them didn't like the, <..pause..> and they were put down the toilet 
if they could. But I was the youngest, so that I missed a lot of what was going on. 

 

Q. What about your dinners and lunch, was meat plentiful? 

A. Yes always, very good meals, mother did most of the cooking, yes. 

 

Q. What about shopping? 

A. The family did the shopping. At least I was the youngest so, no, I didn't go so much shopping. The older 
ones, but as the other ones got married, then we stepped up one. 

 

Q. Was it mostly local corner shops, or were there big stores? 

A. Yes. Well there weren't many big stores in those days, no, but father was with the Co-Operative, so 
naturally we had to, we daren't put our noses into any other shop. 

 

Q. Would everything be got at the Co-Op then? 

A. Yes. It wasn't I'm afraid sometimes, but it should have been. 

 

Q. Would you get an extra discount or anything, because your father worked there? 

A. I think there must've been. 

 

Q. Apart from the normal dividend? 

A. Yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. Now, special occasions like birthdays and Christmas and Hogmanay, Easter, Hallowe'en, would these 
all be celebrated? 

A. These were all celebrated. 

 

Q. What about your birthday? What would happen on your birthday then? Did you have a party or 
something? 

A. Yes once I got older, I don't remember it when I was a wee girl, but yes we always, everybody got a 
birthday, and they had a party. 

 

Q. Christmas time, what was that like? 

A. Not at all, it was Hogmanay. 

 

Q. Is that right? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What sort of; would you get a lot of Christmas presents as children? 

A. No. No. You didn't get one, except from my big sisters, that was that. But when it came to New Year, we 
got a present. 

 

Q. What sort of thing would you get? Would it be just one thing or lots of presents? 

A. Well there were plenty of family to give, so I got quite a lot. 
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Q. Were you allowed to stay up late at Hogmanay? Was that? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes definitely. 

 

Q. What about Hallowe'en, would you go out guising? 

A. Yes eventually, but not when I was younger, but all the others did. 

 

Q. Would your parents ever play any games with you when you were children, would they ever play either 
outdoor or indoor games? 

A. No, they would play if you were outdoors with, if you had been out playing with a skipping rope or a rope 
for any purpose at all. Oh yes, we had a reasonable size of garden, so that we did a lot of things 
outdoors. 

 

Q. What about books to read at home, were there lots of books? A library? 

A. Oh yes plenty, plenty. I don't remember much about libraries, but we certainly had plenty of books. 

 

Q. Now being taken out visiting neighbours or friends, relations. Was that an outing for you when you were 
little? 

A. Yes, yes, and mother always took me. Right from I was, <..pause..> she didn't go out visiting unless she 
took me. 

 

Q. And would that be on a Sunday or something? 

A. No it wouldn't be a Sunday. It would be any day but a Sunday. Any day that just suited. 

 

Q. Did you go any other outings with your parents at all? 

A. Oh, we always had a holiday. Usually up on the Clyde or, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Not abroad? 

A. Not abroad. 

 

Q. Would that be the whole family? 

A. Not, <..pause..> oh yes, it was originally, but then as they got married, and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Were you ever taken to a wedding when you were a little girl? 

A. I don't remember one. No, anyone else would've all been married, maybe before I was, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Now a Sunday. Could you tell me how you spent a typical Sunday? 

A. Well it was a case of getting all dressed up with clean clothes, and all properly, <..pause..> Sunday 
clothes and all the family went. It meant that the food had to be ready before we went out and then 
ready to be just heated up when we went back home. 

 

Q. So was that church in the morning? 

A. Church in the morning and church in the evening. 

 

Q. What about Sunday School for the children? 

A. Oh yes, I was the youngest, so yes, they had all been there I'm sure. 

 

Q. So did you have church and then Sunday School, and church again? 

A. Yes, that was, <..pause..> but usually had a walk in the afternoon, just somewhere. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to play outside? 
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A. Oh no. 

 

Q. What about inside, could you play games inside? 

A. No, I don't think, I don't ever remember doing that on a Sunday. Mother would take me, if she was 
visiting friends, I was always taken when I was, I can remember always being taken out, I was never left 
in. 

 

Q. Were you in any, were there clubs like the Band of Hope, the Temperance Club? <..pause..> 

A. Oh the Band of Hope, in our own church. 

 

Q. When did that meet? Was it during the week? 

A. During the week. 

 

Q. Was that one night a week? 

A. One night, yes. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do then? 

A. I don't remember very much about them. I wasn't so interested in doing that as I was in other things. 

 

Q. What about the choir? 

A. Oh no, not a single note in us at all! 

 

Q. So all in all would you have said religion was quite an important part of life? 

A. Very, very important. It was very important. 

 

Q. Now as a child who did you play with, would it be? <..pause..> 

A. The neighbours, mostly. 

 

Q. The neighbour's children, not so much your brothers and sisters? 

A. No I was too little. 

 

Q. Too little, uh-huh. Now you've already said you'd play at Skipping Ropes and things like that, what other 
games would you play? 

A. Hide and Seek and that type of thing, you know, round up closes, where you can hide. 

 

Q. So did you just play about the house? 

A. And the outsides of the houses. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls play the same games? Did you play together? 

A. Yes sometimes, yes, There were always some things when the boys wouldn't be seen doing it! 

 

Q. Were you free to play with anybody you pleased? 

A. Yes, as far as I remember, there was never any, there was no reason. <..pause..> But it was just the local 
people, children. 

 

Q. Now your free time then, after school hours and weekends, was that for you to do what you wanted, or 
did you have chores to do first? 

A. Well, not so much me, no, but the older ones all did extra ones, but I got off with it. 

 

Q. Now yourself, did you have any hobbies, did you ever collect things? 

A. Not very much, but I was a Girl Guide. 
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Q. You were in the Guides? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. When would that meet, would that be another night in the week? 

A. Yes it was a night in the week, and also sometimes, especially in the summertime, extra things to go to. 

 

Q. Did you have outings with them? 

A. Oh yes, but I didn't get away to camp. 

 

Q. Why was that? 

A. Oh, just I think mother didn't think that was the right thing for me to be doing. But my older sister was a 
Guider and I used to go to, you know, what she was doing, I would go and help her. 

 

Q. Now we were talking about Sunday School. Would you ever go any outings with Sunday School? 

A. Oh yes, that was regular. Each summer and various times. 

 

Q. What would that be, a picnic or something? 

A. Yes it would be a picnic. 

 

Q. Would you walk there? 

A. Yes we walked, and have a band sometimes. 

 

Q. A band? 

A. Oh yes! And you had your tinny, round your neck, and you marched to where you were going to, with a 
band. 

 

Q. And then would that be the whole day that you would have? 

A. Well it would be an afternoon I think. You'd march, it wouldn't be very far I'm sure. It would be the 
nearest church likely, where they were able to get, <..pause..> play and that. 

 

Q. What about the pictures or theatre, concerts, when you were a child could you? <..pause..> 

A. Not when I was a child. I was older a bit before I did that, but then I went with my bigger sisters and so I 
did get away to theatres, etc.. I don't remember going with mother to anything like that. But one of my 
sisters would take me. 

 

Q. Did you get regular pocket money? 

A. No. But with big brothers and sisters, even a penny or even a ha'penny went a long way. But that was 
one thing, that, mother never seemed to think that I needed money. But they were all working, so with 
me being so young. I did very well. 

 

Q. What about if you went to the pictures or that, would your sisters treat you then, or would your mum give 
you pocket money? 

A. No, no it would be my sisters. 

 

Q. Now, school. Before you started school, did you get any lessons at home? 

A. Not that I remember. But it is quite possible then because my, two of my sisters were teachers. 

 

Q. They were already teaching? 

A. Yes, they were all educated. 

 

Q. Was there quite a gap, between you and the older ones? 
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A. Yes, the oldest one. 

 

Q. So what age were you when you started school then? 

A. Oh, five. That was the time then, in those days when you went, when it was your fifth birthday, you 
went. 

 

Q. What type of school was it? 

A. The local one. 

 

Q. A Primary School, was it? 

A. No, I think it had the High Grade too. It was Alexandria, and I think it had the Senior bit there too. 

 

Q. What did you think of school? 

A. Oh, I quite enjoyed school. 

 

Q. What about the teachers then, when you were a child? 

A. Well there was always some that weren't very popular. 

 

Q. Would you say they were stricter then? 

A. Oh, much stricter than they are nowadays. 

 

Q. What about punishments? Were they enforced quite regularly? 

A. Oh, they were, not so desperately though. There was never anybody hurt. 

 

Q. What sort of thing would they get a punishment for? Punctuality, was that sort of? <..pause..> 

A. Oh I suppose that would be, but maybe I was never very punctual either. 

 

Q. What subjects were you taught then at school? 

A. Oh the regular ones. <..pause..> 

 

Q. The three ‘R's’? 

A. Oh yes, definitely the three ‘R's’. And then I went to University and got my degree there, and did a 
teaching, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So you went through Primary School? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And you would go on to High School? 

A. Yes, but in the same school. 

 

Q. Then what age would you leave the High School? 

A. Eighteen. 

 

Q. Eighteen. So you were at High School right up 'til you were eighteen? 

A. Eighteen, yes. 

 

Q. So it was decided that you would be going on to University by your parents then, was it? 

A. That's right. There were already two schoolteachers, and I was going to be a schoolteacher but, I went 
to University first, but they hadn't they just, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So what qualifications did you need to enter University then? 
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A. Well you had to have the, what do you call it? 

 

Q. Highers? 

A. Highers, yes. 

 

Q. What about the financial situation, were you self-financed or did you get a grant? 

A. No. Father did it, father paid all my things. And I just got enough money to, <..pause..> 

 

Q. An allowance? 

A. No I didn't get an allowance, I got it handed in, as I was going out in the morning, enough to pay my 
bus, my train fare, and enough for a lunch. 

 

Q. So you still lived at home? 

A. Yes I lived at home. 

 

Q. Would you just travel by the bus, train? 

A. Train. 

 

Q. What subjects did you study at University? 

A. That's away back now. Maths, was the main one, but the usual things for a schoolteacher. You know I 
was going to be a schoolteacher so it was always things for that. And I got my M.A. in Glasgow. 

 

Q. Was it quite a heavy work load would you say? No! 

A. No. (laughs) 

 

Q. What University was it? 

A. Glasgow. 

 

Q. How long were you at University for? 

A. Three years. 

 

Q. Was there a system of tutorials and lectures and that sort of thing? 

A. There were towards the end of the career, but not the early bits. 

 

Q. Was it just essays and yearly exams? 

A. Yes. Exams, yes. 

 

Q. What about your tutors, were they very strict? 

A. Not so desperate, as far as I remember. That's getting away now, away from my head. 

 

Q. Did they encourage discussion then, would you say? 

A. No, not as much as they did later. 

 

Q. Were there any clubs and societies at University you could join? 

A. I suppose there was, but I don't think my mother, you see I was a younger one, I don't think mother was 
very keen on me going away out on other things, so I didn't. 

 

Q. You didn't join anything yourself? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you make new friends at University? 
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A. Oh yes, and I still have them, unless they've gone. Unfortunately when you get old, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you feel that the students were from a similar social background, or were there different groups at 
that time? 

A. No, just quite ordinary, you see Alexandria, is a small town really, so that, it was just the regular. 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Everyone from the same background. I see.  Were there many women on your course? 

A. No, not at that time. Not nearly so much, more than there had been there. By that time they were 
beginning to have more and more. 

 

Q. Maybe not so much when your older sister was? <..pause..> 

A. No they didn't get a degree. They didn't go to University, they just went, they were teachers and they 
got it, <..pause..> oh I can't remember now, whichever. They had a full training. 

 

Q. What about women lecturers or tutors, were there many women? 

A. No, not that I remember, no, no. 

 

Q. How would you have said women were regarded at University at this time, by the sort of male members, 
the students, the tutors? Were you treated differently at all? 

A. No, no, I don't think so. No, not by the time I was there. 

 

Q. So it was quite broad-minded then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you feel that University changed your attitude, in any way to say, politics or religion? 

A. Oh certainly neither, neither, no. 

 

Q. It didn't influence you in any way? 

A. No. It didn't, no. 

 

Q. Did you enjoy your time at University? 

A. Yes I did. 

 

Q. And you left after three years? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And you got your M.A.? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So what happened then? 

A. I went to college. 

 

Q. Teacher Training College? 

A. Teacher Training College. 

 

Q. Where was that? Was that in Glasgow again? 

A. In Glasgow. 

 

Q. Did your M.A. ensure you a place in the? <..pause..> 
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A. No. At that time there were no teachers left, I mean there was nobody to teach, there were plenty of 
teachers. They had more teachers and very difficult to get a job. So that I didn't get my job for quite a 
bit. I got an odd job teaching. 

 

Q. How long were you at Teacher Training College, itself? 

A. Three, I think. 

 

Q. Three years again? 

A. Oh no, it would be two, two where I had the three at University, that's right and then it'd be two there. 
And then as I say, there was plenty of teachers so it was very difficult to get a job. 

 

Q. Now what about your living expenses and that when you were at Teacher Training College? 

A. Well mother, father, paid it, yes. 

 

Q. And you travelled again did you? 

A. Yes. Went up by train just, to Glasgow, to the University. 

 

Q. So how did it compare to University, was there a lot of differences at all? 

A. No, I don't, no not really, just much the same. 

 

Q. Did you think the academic content was easier there? 

A. Yes I think so. 

 

Q. How did you find the other student teachers? 

A. Well you only kept with your own clique there, and there were ones doing the same things you were 
doing, and at the same stage as yourself. 

 

Q. Now your free time then, both at University and Teacher Training College, you said you weren't into 
societies and clubs, what would you do, what was your social life like then? Did you go out much at 
nights or? <..pause..> 

A. No, I didn't go out, I'm afraid I still went out with mother, or my sisters, see I was the youngest of seven. 

 

Q. That was just like to the pictures or the theatre, like you were talking about then? 

A. But they were special, we didn't go every weekend or anything. <..pause..> 

 

Q. How much of the course would you say then was academic work and how much was actual teaching 
practice? 

A. About a third teaching. 

 

Q. And two thirds academic? 

A. Yes, because it was a three years course, and then another year for teachers. 

 

Q. Can you remember your first teaching placement? 

A. I did at one time, but I'm afraid it's kind of going off. It was at a time when there was no places for 
teachers, so you just got what you got. I remember, until I moved here, I had still all my things, you 
know, telling me all. <..pause..> 

 

Q. I take it you had quite a few then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Can you think then, do any of your teaching placements stick out in your mind? Can you remember? 
Were you very nervous at your first? 
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A. Oh yes, you were always worried about the first time that they came round to see how you were doing 
it. Really worried you. 

 

Q. Were they quite hard on you did you feel? 

A. Well they had plenty of them, so they had to weed them out. 

 

Q. Were they helpful though? 

A. Oh yes, reasonably, reasonably helpful. But you know, you were always a bit shaky, because there 
wasn't many places you see, so you were very anxious to get your job. 

 

Q. So did they assess you? 

A. Oh yes, all the time. 

 

Q. Your first actual teaching post then after you qualified as a teacher, can you remember it? 

A. Not very much now. 

 

Q. Was it temporary or permanent? 

A. It was a temporary one. You were glad of that, sometimes it was just two days, with somebody off. 
Sometimes it was like that, and then I got more and then I got a permanent one. 

 

Q. What was you permanent one, then, your first permanent one? 

A. Just a Primary School. 

 

Q. In Glasgow? 

A. Well in the outsides of Glasgow. Alexandria I lived in then, so it was there. 

 

Q. And you still lived at home? 

A. Yes, well, it was just along the road. And I walked. Just an easy walk for it. 

 

Q. Were there any differences between the schools you taught, with your teaching practice? 

A. Yes, oh yes, because there were some pretty poor places roundabout, especially when there'd been a, 
<..pause..> what I mean is, you know I'd get two weeks and then I'd be off again, you know just when 
there was somebody off ill or something like that. So it took a long time to get enough money to save, to 
go on to be a teacher, when I did get my job. 

 

Q. What did you do for money then, when you weren't, when you didn't have a job? 

A. Just had to go home. Father would help. But then I had to pay it back. 

 

Q. You were saying about the poorer districts around Alexandria, would you get teaching placements there 
a lot? You know when you were training? 

A. Not so many, no. Just an average. 

 

Q. Did you find a difference, say with resources, teaching in a poorer area, as compared to another area? 

A. No. I didn't, no. They all had the same resources, yes. 

 

Q. How were you instructed to enforce discipline? Would that be left up to the individual or was there 
standard ruling? 

A. Oh no they had a standard rule, but I can't tell you now. That's a long time, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Your first permanent job then, was in a Primary School? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. How big was it? Can you think? 

A. Oh I wouldn't know, <..pause..> about four hundred, maybe, at most. 

 

Q. How did you get that job? Was it through personal contact? 

A. No, it wasn't, it was through advertising, you were always looking through it. 

 

Q. Now was it just a Primary School, or did it go up to a higher level? 

A. No it was just a Primary, the first one was a Primary. But I was in afterwards, <..pause..> the next one I 
did there was a senior thing that I did 

 

Q. Teach the Higher classes too? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So you were qualified to teach what age group, from five to say eighteen? 

A. Yes I would say so. 

 

Q. What was the curriculum? Was it? <..pause..> 

A. Well it was Primary mostly I was, <..pause..> and sometimes I got a senior job with the Maths because I'd 
done Maths, so sometimes I got into the seniors and got a job there, but never permanent there, 
eventually I got permanent with the Primary. 

 

Q. Was Maths your favourite subject? 

A. Yes, that's right it was. 

 

Q. What was absenteeism like then? 

A. Oh not bad at all. 

 

Q. Children were quite good at attending the school? 

A. Children were quite good, at that school yes, where, <..pause..> down in the Vale of Leven yes, I found it 
was quite, there was not much, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What were the children’s attitudes then? Were they quite keen to learn? 

A. Yes, some of them were. But like anywhere else, <..pause..> 

 

Q. The majority of them were? 

A. Yes, I would say that. 

 

Q. Now, were mostly books used for teaching methods then? <..pause..> 

A. Yes they were, yes. 

 

Q. <..pause..> Or could you take the children out, on outings to places, maybe museums or that sort of 
thing? 

A. I don't remember me doing anything of that [sort of] thing. Might go for a walk round the grounds. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Were they split up for maybe Sewing or something? 

A. Oh yes, they needed to do that. They went and did Woodwork, and the girls would do Sewing or 
Knitting. 
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Q. And would that be another teacher for the Sewing? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. You didn't teach that sort of thing as well? 

A. Mmm, I did. 

 

Q. You did. How many children were in a class on average, would you say? 

A. Several hundred. 

 

Q. Per class though? What was in say your class? Thirty to forty? 

A. Yes, at least, a wee bit more I would think. 

 

Q. Over the forty mark? 

A. Yes, it depends which school you were in. I was in the town, the Vale of Leven that there was quite big, 
<..pause..> in the town schools. 

 

Q. Could you say that you detected any changes in the education of girls say over the period that you 
taught? 

A. I would say so, it was quite different. You were expected just to sit and do your lessons and do your 
knitting and that sort of thing, but nowadays, they're much more, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Relaxed? 

A. Yes. Quite a different type of thing. 

 

Q. Did you encourage discussion then, when you were teaching, would you encourage a response from 
your class? 

A. Yes, but not as much as nowadays. 

 

Q. Was that how you were taught yourself, to put over your lesson? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So what hours did you work? What were your hours then? 

A. Well nine 'til lunch time then an hour and two 'til three and then to four for Needlework and you know 
that type of, <..pause..> and the boys away to do Woodwork and things. That was for four days and the 
fifth day they would have various things for everybody. 

 

Q. Holidays. What were your holidays like? 

A. Oh very good really. The summer ones were very good. 

 

Q. What did you have, just summer and Easter and Christmas? You wouldn't have an October week or 
that then, would you? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did you get holidays with pay then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. You did? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was that right from you started teaching? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Can you remember what you were paid? 

A. Not now. To me it was heaven. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to keep that yourself, or did that go into the house? 

A. Oh no, it went into the house, and then I was handed back my bus, for my bus, train or bus fare, 
whatever I was doing at the time. 

 

Q. Spending money? 

A. No. But I had big brothers and sisters. 

 

Q. What about clothes? Did your mum buy your clothes then? 

A. Oh yes, well my father really, I suppose, for she didn't work. 

 

Q. Did your father handle all the financial? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes, he got my money in and I only got enough to pay if I was travelling, you know if I was going into 
Glasgow for University. Then I just got enough money to buy my fare and my lunch. 

 

Q. Now, did you think it was a fair wage for what you were doing then? 

A. Och yes. I think so yes. Especially when you never had anything at all. 

 

Q. Were there any specialist teachers, or were you just supposed to teach children everything? Like you 
were saying, you taught the Sewing as well. What about P.E.? Would there be P.E. teachers? 

A. Yes, the teacher, <..pause..> but there would be ones that would come round periodically. Not maybe 
every week. 

 

Q. Art and Music? 

A. Only from somebody else, I think. Certainly with me they wouldn't get much music. 

 

Q. Was there a Trade Union for the teachers then? 

A. Yes there was. I can't remember it's name, but you paid in so much every month. You got your monthly 
bill and you paid in so much, I can't remember the amount. 

 

Q. You paid to it? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any activities? Union activities? 

A. I think I would have, but it's away now. 

 

Q. Were there ever any strikes, in your time of teaching? 

A. No. No. 

 

Q. Did you teach handicapped children along with the other children at all? 

A. Yes sometimes, it would depend. 

 

Q. Generally would you say, did you like your work? 

A. Yes, I did. 

 

Q. So you were glad that you were? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Did you ever object at any time to having to go to the University or that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you just accept that's what you had to do? And you enjoyed it as well? 

A. I enjoyed it. 

 

Q. So how long did you teach for then? 

A. Just about as long as I could get my Parchment, so that I could get married and get away. At least two 
full years, after I finished everything. 

 

Q. After you qualified, you taught for about two years. So you were born in 1909, and you left school at 
eighteen, then three years at university and two years at Teacher Training College, that's twenty three, 
and two years teaching, that's twenty five. So that would be about 1934? 

A. Yes it would be about that. 

 

Q. And so did you leave to get married? 

A. Yes, you had to. 

 

Q. You had to? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was there no thought of you continuing to teach? 

A. No. No. 

 

Q. Who was it would say that you had to. Was it an actual rule? 

A. Yes, it was the rule. 

 

Q. They didn't have married women teachers? 

A. No. But there was one lady at the time, just when I got married, who, her husband died just after she 
was married, you know, had an accident, well they took her back. 

 

Q. Oh, they took her back? 

A. They did take her back. But normally, you know, if there had been a long time they wouldn't. 

 

Q. Did nobody fight against that at all? 

A. Well I don't know. That was just, just that one that I knew about. 

 

Q. Did you ever work again then, after you, did you go back to work at any stage? 

A. No, I didn't get any chance because there was too many teachers at that time. 

 

Q. So that was you left in 1934? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. You didn't do any other jobs at all? 

A. No, I didn't. 

 

Q. Now you would have been twenty-five when you got married then, is that right? 

A. Yes, mm. 

 

Q. And how long had you known your husband? 

A. Oh about a couple of years. 
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Q. And what did he do? 

A. Engineering. 

 

Q. How did you meet him? 

A. On the railway train. 

 

Q. On the railway train. Was that going to? <..pause..> 

A. Going home. He put my bag, you carried a bag with things, I mean you didn't have wee bits and pieces 
of things just rolled up, you put it in your bag. And he came in the train and put it up in the rack for me 
and gave me his seat. 

 

Q. A proper gentleman? 

A. A proper gentleman. 

 

Q. You were saying about, you had the bag; would that be like full of books and things like that? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. You had to buy all your own things? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. That must have been quite an expensive business then? 

A. That was quite expensive. 

 

Q. What did the schools supply? 

A. Well they supplied all the main, blackboards and just the heavy stuff but anything you could carry, you 
carried. 

 

Q. That was every day you carried these things back and forward? 

A. Yes, back and forward. 

 

Q. So where did your husband come from? 

A. Oh Alexandria too. 

 

Q. Did you get engaged then, <..pause..> before you got married, did you? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. Oh yes, a long time, because, I had to get my Parchment. Because if you didn't get your 
Parchment, you couldn't go back to teaching, you know. So, because there weren't enough things, 
[jobs] I had a long time to wait 'til I got mine. 

 

Q. Did you have to be teaching a certain amount of time before you got this Parchment? 

A. Yes. And then I got my Parchment and then I got married. But it was quite expensive to get yourself 
married in those days. 

 

Q. I was just going to say, how did you, what were the plans then? Did you save up? 

A. Yes, you saved up. 

 

Q. Did you get more money back from your father then, to be able to save up for your bottom drawer so to 
speak? 

A. No. No. 

 

Q. So you just had to save off the pocket money you were getting? 
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A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did your fiancé save as well then? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. So what happened then when you got married, did you have your own house? 

A. Yes. We bought our own house. 

 

Q. You bought that? <..pause..> 

A. We bought it. 

 

Q. <..pause..> That was before you actually married, did you? 

A. Well yes, just, we just had it, just ready to move into it. 

 

Q. What about setting up home then, itself? 

A. Well we had a great job, to fish up enough money to, <..pause..> well my father assisted me and he did 
get it back but he gave me enough to start off. A ‘Very good doon’. <..pause..> What do you say in 
Scotland? ‘A good doon sittin'. 

 

Q. What about wedding presents, did you get a lot of wedding presents? 

A. Oh a lot of wedding presents, tremendous amount of it. 

 

Q. Would you get things like furniture, things like that, bigger items? 

A. Yes, well mother and father would give me that type of thing. Some relatives, I was the youngest of the 
clan as it were, I did very well. 

 

Q. What about the wedding itself, where did you get married? 

A. In Glasgow. 

 

Q. Was it the church? 

A. No, it was, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Registry Office? 

A. No, <..pause..> a hotel. 

 

Q. In a hotel, is that the hotel that the reception would be in as well? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did the minister come to the hotel? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Now your husband was an Engineer did you say? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So was he always that? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon at all? 

A. Oh yes. I can't remember now where we went to, but it was one of the local places. 

 

Q. You didn't go abroad again? 
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A. No. We did go abroad again, but that was life took us abroad. 

 

Q. Later on? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Now did you have any children? 

A. Yes, three. Two girls and a boy. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. Well yes, I wouldn't have minded another one, but the doctor I had, was the kind that if you've got three, 
that's that. And he immediately had, without suggesting to me that, <..pause..> 

 

Q. He sterilized you? 

A. Mmm hmm. 

 

Q. Is that right? 

A. Mmm hmm. 

 

Q. He didn't inform you about it, he just did it? 

A. Well he did it, you know, <..pause..> however I had two girls and then a boy. So I can't complain. 

 

Q. Did you know anything about birth control then? 

A. I suppose I would, but I would have been quite pleased to have had another child. I mean it didn't break 
my heart, but eh, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was the doctor helpful on birth control? Would he have given you advice about that? 

A. I suppose he would have but he just gave me! <..pause..> 
 

Q. A kind of harsh form of birth control. 

 

Q. Now childbirth itself, did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. I wasn't very sure, but all my big sisters had been in and out when they were having babies that it really 
didn't upset me very much. 

 

Q. Would they talk to you about it, sort of prepare you? 

A. No they don't, no they don't do that, but I was in and out of their houses, so I knew pretty well what was, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Were your children born at home? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. All three? 

A. No. I booked one place and I went to another place and the next time I booked that one and we moved, 
so I had to go to another one. So I actually had three different ones which I had all, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Three different hospitals? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you have to pay then, to go into hospital? 

A. Yes. They were, they were all expensive ones. 
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Q. So how long were you kept in for each baby? 

A. Some were very little, and others were at least six or seven days. 

 

Q. That would maybe be for your first one? 

A. Yes, but some just turfed you out. 

 

Q. Your first home, how big was your first house? 

A. Well, two bedrooms, a bungalow. 

 

Q. So then you were saying you moved house. Did you move on to a bigger house then? 

A. I had all sorts of things. Sometimes I hit great big ones, you know and other times it was kind of small. 

 

Q. Houses? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So you moved a lot then? 

A. All over. It was said that ******'s wife says, "It's alright", she'll go anywhere. And she did. 

 

Q. Why was that, was that with your husband's job? 

A. Yes, mm hmm. 

 

Q. So what happened when your second and third child were born? Who looked after the other children 
when you were in? <..pause..> 

A. It was just a case of getting the nearest person who could come and help me. 

 

Q. Would it be your mother generally, or your sisters? 

A. No, it was never my mother. I was the youngest of the family, so by that time, mother wasn't fit to go. 

 

Q. Your sisters would it be? 

A. A sister, or neighbours. 

 

Q. Neighbours, were they quite helpful? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What about your husband, would he have taken time off? 

A. He had to because I hadn't anybody else to do it. But, I was going to say that I booked in one and I had 
the baby in another town altogether. And that was that, and we were very scart, very little money in our 
hand. It was pretty tight. The next one turned out just the same, I booked one place and had the baby in 
another. Not only just another place, but another country. You know, they said, "****** will go 
anywhere", so ****** did and always; so that I had to pick up my things - I didn't go to any place that I 
was supposed to be going. 

 

Q. Did you have to, when you booked a place, had you to pay in advance when you booked it? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So that was just wasted money? 

A. Yes, yes well the firm would help out with that. 

 

Q. The firm. Now was that your husband's, with your husband's job? Oh he paid into an insurance 
scheme? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. What sort of medical help did you have at the birth itself? Did you have a doctor or midwife? 

A. A doctor, just a doctor. Yes. 

 

Q. What about when you got home, was there follow up care? 

A. Yes, well, you had to do that yourself. Whenever I was, we got the name of a place, and you'd get it at a 
clinic and things. Because none of them was in this country. 

 

Q. You were abroad then, were you? 

A. Mm hmm, I booked in one country and had the baby in another. All three of them were in different 
places. 

 

Q. Where did you have your children then, what countries abroad did you have them? 

A. One was in, <..pause..> oh dear me I can't tell you. <..pause..> One's a Canadian I know, and one's a, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. You had one in Britain though did you? 

A. No I don't think I had. 

 

Q. No? All three were born abroad? 

A. All born abroad. 

 

Q. In different countries? 

A. Mmm, and also at an awkward time, you know. 

 

Q. So that is why you couldn't rely on your family then of course, because they wouldn't be there? 

A. No, no. They couldn't. 

 

Q. So was your husband quite capable, you know, would he manage with the children when you were in 
hospital? 

A. Yes he managed. 

 

Q. Would he change nappies and things like that? 

A. Och yes, he could do everything. 

 

Q. Household budgeting. Who managed the housekeeping then? 

A. Well, we'd try the husband but sometimes, <..pause..> I did, I did it, most of the housekeeping bit, ****** 
did all the other stuff. 

 

Q. And have you always known how much your husband earned? 

A. Oh yes, definitely. 

 

Q. Would he give you all his wages, or would it just be an allowance? 

A. No, it would just be an allowance. But if I'd need more for something he'd hand it out, no bother. 

 

Q. Did he pay the bills then? 

A. No, I did the family ones, but he did the heavier ones. 

 

Q. Now was your husband ever ill or out of work during his working years at all? 

A. He was out of work at one time, but that was just before we got married. And then it was one of the 
times when everything in shipyards was very down, and so it was a question of we couldn't get married 
at the time we had hoped, but it all worked out. 
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Q. It would be during the depression then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So during your marriage did you ever feel there were times when you really had to struggle to make 
ends meet? 

A. No, not really. We'd be scarce a bit, but it never was, never like that, that it would, <..pause..> never feel 
that we couldn't survive on what we had. 

 

Q. What about, you got married in '34, is that right, 1934? Now the Second World War; where were you in 
the Second World War, were you still in this country? 

A. No, I don't think so, I would say no, I wasn't in this country. We were in Canada, or there, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Neutral, somewhere neutral? 

A. Yes, we went there, but my husband's father was dying and he decided he was going home. So he 
picked us up and we came back in a convoy, from Canada. 

 

Q. So was that in the middle of the Second World War? 

A. Yes, yes, right in the middle of that, and he was going home to look after his mother, and he just upped 
and picked us up too. 

 

Q. So that was you uplifted again? 

A. So that was me up again. 

 

Q. So what happened when you got back to Britain, did he join the forces at all then? 

A. No, he was shipyards, you see, they needed the shipyards. Oh no, there was no question of he hadn't 
his job, he had a job to go to. It was essential. 

 

Q. So how did you find times then, was it a struggle then, with the rationing and things? 

A. Oh yes, everything. The family were young, you know they were this age, that sort of thing and they had 
been living on chocolate and all the stuff over in Canada. 

 

Q. Luxuries! 

A. Luxury. But you know they took it all in, <..pause..> they, <..pause..> 

 

Q. <..pause..> In their stride? 

A. They took it in their stride, they really did very, very well. There was never any girning that they couldn't 
get sweeties and they couldn't get this and they couldn't get, <..pause..> you know, they got what we 
could give them or sweeties, but when they were in Canada they could just get everything they needed, 
and then they went back home and it was very difficult. But they didn't show the least grunt, about why 
couldn't they have it. 

 

Q. Did you have them quite close together? Were you saying they were in steps and stairs? 

A. Not very. They'd be what two and then four maybe. 

 

Q. They were only little when you came back? 

A. Yes. But they took it in their, <..pause..> and the terrible things they used to bring in. You know you 
couldn't get a sweetie and they came back with the most awful stuff, and they never complained at all 
about it. 

 

Q. So, did you settle in Britain then or did you go away abroad again later on? 

A. I couldn't tell you that one. I think we stayed here. 
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Q. Right so, Alexandria then, would you say everybody more of less had the same standard of living in that 
area, or was there vast differences between some? 

A. No, I think there might be a few people having a bit more, but I think the average would be quite 
reasonable. 

 

Q. Now did people do their shopping mostly in local corner shops still then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. You know during the Second World War era? 

A. Yes, that's right, we were glad to get anything. 

 

Q. Would the shops give credit or tick to anybody? 

A. No I wouldn't think so. But my family were just at the sweetie stage, and of course it was impossible 
almost always to get it and they came home with the most terrible of stuff. They'd bring home anything 
at all that they thought they could put their teeth in. 

 

Q. That was sweet? 

A. Well, it wasn't necessarily sweet, it was dreadful stuff. 

 

Q. What about pawn shops in the area, were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. Oh there must be I should think, I couldn't tell you where they were. 

 

Q. All in all would you have said it was a friendly neighbourhood? 

A. Very, very. 

 

Q. A good community spirit? 

A. Very good community spirit. 

 

Q. Thank you. 
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Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1909. 

 

Q. Where were you born? 

A. What do you want, my address or country? 

 

Q. The street where you were born? 

A. I was born in Anerley Road, A, N, E, R, L, E, Y, Anerley, London S.E. 20. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. I suppose about two, three years. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of your grandparents? 

A. Yes, which ones? 

 

Q. Any of them? 

A. I remember my grandfather, who lived at South Norwood, he had very bad osteoarthritis in both his legs 
and my memory of him is that my brother and I used to walk behind him, and as children will, say, "Huh, 
you could drive a coach and horses through his legs!" My grandmother reclined on a chaise longue and 
was waited on by her, I can't remember her mother, but she was waited on certainly by her mother, and 
her father and her daughters. She had the most beautiful complexion. And when I was older, I said she 
reminded me of a cow in a nice green field. And I was reproved for being naughty, and I said, "Well she 
does, because she's had no worries, she's got no wrinkles, no wonder she's got a beautiful skin.” That's 
my grandmother. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. One brother. 

 

Q. One brother, was he older or younger? 

A. Younger. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. My father had, <..pause..> my father was a Chemist. He wanted to be a Vet, but there wasn't enough 
money for him to be a Vet, so he became a Pharmaceutical Chemist, and he had quite a few shops. 
And did very nicely thank you. 

 

Q. Did he employ many people? 

A. In each shop he had a manager, and the manager had an assistant, couple of assistants, something 
like that. 

 

Q. Was he always in the Chemist’s then or did he have another job after that? 

A. That kept him busy. 

 

Q. All the time? <..pause..> What job did your mother have before she married? 
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A. My mother was very much a lady, in inverted commas, when it was, <..pause..> ladies didn't work, she 
did, in the afternoon, she and her sister would sit in the drawingroom, one of them would do dainty 
needle work, while the other one read aloud from a good book of my grandmamma's choosing. Or they 
would paint pretty pictures. 

 

Q. Did she work after she was married? 

A. No, except to enjoy herself. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church? 

A. Yes, my father went to the Church of England. My mother went to the Congregational Church. 

 

Q. How often did they go? 

A. Well when church is, every week. 

 

Q. Just on the Sunday, no' every day, just the Sunday? 

A. I don't remember them going every day, I'd have thought it odd. 

 

Q. Did your parents take any interest in politics? 

A. My father, certainly not, my mother was interested in everything. 

 

Q. Did she canvass for any particular party? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Do you know what party they voted for? 

A. I would be most surprised if they didn't vote Conservative. I should think they always voted 
Conservative. 

 

Q. What did your parents do in their spare time? Did they have hobbies? Did they like walking or did they 
go to the pub or? 

A. No they didn't go the pub. My father worked very hard. Where we lived was a small suburb and my 
father, by all the people there, was treated almost like a family doctor, and people would come in and 
say, "Little Tommy's got a rash on his chest, what should I do?" or, "My old man's got diarrhoea, what 
can you give him for that?" My father was very much a practising pharmacist and he stood in for, almost 
like a local doctor. He knew the people there, the little children used to come in and say, "Hello Uncle 
Pop." And they would run round behind the counter, and he would give them, you know, the odd 
sweetie, and they grew up and their children came in. And it was very, very much, that particular one, 
which was where we lived; it was very, very much a sort of family thing. And old people used to write to 
him from all over. 

 

Q. What about your mother did she have any? <..pause..> 

A. Oh my mother! My mother was extremely artistic and very, very clever, and very, very go ahead. She 
bobbed her hair when nobody else thought of it. Every week she went to physical training exercises to a 
gymnasium in Croyden. She painted beautifully, and she was very, very clever at wood carving. At our 
house down in London we've got the most lovely wood carved chest and tables and chairs and things 
like that. She was also a very, very good cook, she made my brother’s clothes, she made my clothes, 
she was also an extremely good tennis player, and when she was younger she was a very good hockey 
player, and that was a number of years ago. So she was very go ahead, she had no spare time. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of your parents’ house? 

A. That's easy enough because it's still mine. There is a room at the top of the house, where the maid, 
Gladys, slept, and where my mother, no that was the room next to it, where my mother kept her tailor's 
dummy. My brother and I christened the tailor's dummy, Anna. And we always said that the room at the 
top of the house, that particular one, was haunted, we said it was haunted by this ghost called Anna. 
Oh, my mother was also a medium, she could tell fortunes. We had a billiard table, in the room next to 
that. My father used to have men in to play, that was after she died, as far as I remember my father 
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used to have seven men in, every week, to play billiards there. It was a very large house. We had a 
mother's help who looked after my brother and myself. We had a woman who came in to do the 
washing, we had a live-in maid, we had a woman who came in to do the rough work. We had a very 
nice garden. During the war, it wasn't a large garden, and during the war my father rented a garden that 
belonged to a very large house, not all that far away. He rented this garden and Mrs. Chapman, who 
was our mother's help, she used to take my brother and I and any friend we had, we used to go there 
and play. 

 

Q. Who made the clothes for you, were they all bought or did? <..pause..> 

A. Oh no, my mama used to make my clothes. 

 

Q. Did your father help your mother with any of the jobs about the house? Decorating or? 

A. No, you can't imagine life in those days, people didn't do home decorating, there were builders and 
painters. 

 

Q. So your mother and father paid somebody to come in and do? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes, you know, you wouldn't dream of doing it yourself. If you wanted something done, you paid 
someone whose job it was, to do it. 

 

Q. Did you do any jobs around the house? 

A. No, never. I was very, very rarely in the house. 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have as a child? 

A. Well how do you mean? 

 

Q. Well was it stew? Or can you remember any special meals that you? <..pause..> 

A. Well my mother made a gorgeous chocolate. I can't remember any meals. We had breakfast, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What was your favourite meal as a child? 

A. God knows! I honestly don't know. I can't remember. You know, we had breakfast, we had lunch, we 
had afternoon tea, cucumber sandwiches with the crusts cut off, we had dinner at night. 

 

Q. Where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. My mama used to, no we weren't on the phone at the house. My mama would give - now what would 
she do? She didn't go shopping herself. At least I can't remember her going shopping herself. No 
probably, I doubt if my mama did go shopping herself. I think it quite probable, this mind you is when my 
brother and I were small, I think it quite probable that Mrs. Chapman would take my brother and I. We 
played in the Crystal Palace as a child, in the grounds there, that was our children’s playground, ‘til we 
moved from there. There were very few shops in Anerley, she might have shopped at the nearest place 
in Penge. I should imagine that she gave Mrs. Chapman a list and Mrs. Chapman would take my 
brother and I to a shop and the man would then deliver it. 

 

Q. Where did they buy the likes of furniture? 

A. I have no idea. Whatever furniture they bought was extremely good I know that much. 

 

Q. Can you remember what kind of wages your mother and father would pay the servant, the lady that? 
<..pause..> 

A. Oh, I have no idea. I should think if they got half-a-crown a week they'd be lucky, but I mean that is only 
thinking back. 

 

Q. Did you spend a lot of time as a child with your parents? 

A. No, no, I wasn't keen on them. They would pay them good wages, because both my father and my 
mother, believed in paying good wages for good work. If anyone didn't work well, then they wouldn't and 
they'd go. 
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Q. Was it your mother's job [to] tell them what she wanted or did your father? <..pause..> 

A. Oh my mother. No, my father just made the money and my mother spent it. That sounds revolutionary, 
but it wasn't quite like that. No my father made the money and that was it. 

 

Q. Can you remember celebrating special occasions like your birthday or Christmas? 

A. Oh yes, birthday and Christmas, there would always be birthday cakes, there would always be 
Christmas cakes, there would always be decorations, there would be presents. What I can remember 
even more, is coming back from boarding school and being met at Liverpool Street Station and then 
going by taxi to Victoria Station and going into an A B C restaurant there where my brother and I both 
had cream buns. I can remember that quite vividly. 

 

Q. Did they have any special guests a Christmas? Did they invite quite a few people for Christmas dinner? 

A. Oh I expect there would be the usual aunts. 

 

Q. What about Hogmanay? Can you remember Hogmanay as a child? 

A. That doesn't mean anything. Hogmanay doesn't mean anything down in England. 

 

Q. Well what about New Year’s Eve? 

A. No, I can't remember anything about New Year’s Eve. 

 

Q. Did you have books to read at home? 

A. Books, books, books, books, books, books galore. Either side of the fireplace in the sittingroom, there 
were big bookcases right the way up, they were always filled. I had a bookcase in my bedroom, my 
brother had a bookcase in his bedroom. My mother belonged to Mudie’s Library in London. Oh she'd go 
up to London about once a week, she'd go to the Royal Academy or somewhere like that. She'd go to 
Mudie’s, Mudie’s was in Oxford Street, either Oxford Street, or Piccadilly, I'm not sure which, but it was 
the bookshop, and she would go there and get a library book from there. Oh no, terrific readers always. 

 

Q What about the newspaper, what kind of newspaper did you get? 

A. I can't remember, but my father would take one and my mother would take one. You know they had 
different newspapers. 

 

Q. Were you ever taken out visiting neighbours or friends or relatives? 

A. Oh God yes! Every Sunday! Every Sunday, when I say, "Oh God yes!" part of it was, "Oh God yes!" part 
of it was very pleasant. Every Sunday my father would usually take my brother and I for a walk into the 
country. We would go by bus to Shirley Hills and then we would walk over Shirley Hills, and that is very, 
very lovely, and then we would go to my grandparents for tea on a Sunday. 

 

Q. Do you remember any other outings with your mother and father? 

A. Oh we'd go to the, <..pause..> all the outings that children have, we'd go to the Zoo. We had a bungalow 
every summer, for two months, down at a place called Lancing, which was near Brighton, and we used 
to go down there every summer. When we broke up from boarding school we would, well, yes that was 
it, when we broke up from boarding school we would go down there. Before then we always [went] 
down to the seaside for about a month in the summer, even when we were small. And we would go 
down to this bungalow, we had this bungalow, and I have a very vivid memory, I suppose I would be, 
we knew the same people, a lot of the same families, about three, three other families, four possibly, 
they had the same bungalows. It was a very small place then, no, bears no resemblance to what it is 
today, but it was a very small place. And they had children, and we all used to play cricket on the sands, 
and we all used to go bathing, and all the rest of it. And I have a very vivid recollection of my mama 
sitting on a deckchair with six or seven young men round her, young men, they'd be seventeen, 
eighteen, nineteen, boys, round her, roaring with laughter, and paying no attention to me whatsoever. 
They couldn't be bothered with me, my mama was far more fun. I don't blame them, she was, she was 
very much more fun. And one of our favourite hobbies at Lancing, this was when we were smaller, we 
would go up to the Railway Station, and we would climb up onto the gates of the railway crossing, we'd 
climb up onto the gates and we'd swing backwards and forwards on these gates. And then in the 
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evening we would walk along the towpath, this would be August Bank Holiday probably, we would walk 
along the towpath between Lancing and Shoreham, because there was always a fair at Shoreham, we 
would walk along this towpath. And there would be about, <..pause..> seven or eight, eight or nine kids, 
you know, we didn't see each other in between, I don't know whether my mama sent them Christmas 
Cards or we got Christmas Cards, I couldn't care, but every summer we'd all meet up again, that went 
on for quite a number of years. 

 

Q. Can you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. Well who would marry? 

 

Q. A relative or? <..pause..> 

A. My brother got married but I wasn't there, <..pause..> I'd be away. You see I went to college, and when I 
left college, after my mother died, I went to college. When I left college I really couldn't be bothered 
living at home, I got my father a very good housekeeper and I'd get myself a job and I'd go off for a 
year. I always stuck it for a year whatever it was like, some of them were hell, but I'd never leave under 
a year. I thought, "Well if I can stick this I can stick anything." And then at the end of the year I'd come 
home and swan around at home for about a year, then I'd get bored stiff and beetle off again. So it must 
have been when I was away somewhere at a job that my brother got married, because I wasn't at his 
wedding. I had a friend she got married during the war. I wasn't at her wedding. The only wedding I was 
at was my niece's wedding and that was down at Fairing near Worthing. I went to that. 

 

Q. How did you spend Sundays in those days when you were a child? 

A. Sunday School, that's how we spent Sundays. In the morning I would go to church with my father, 
<..pause..> no I didn't, I used to go with my mother, <.pause.> I think, <.pause.> trying to remember which 
church I went to, no I think no I went to Church of England with my father. I'd go to church, we'd come 
home from church, we'd have a very good lunch, and then my brother and I went off to Sunday School. 

 

Q. Did you have different clothes for a Sunday? 

A. I don't know. All my clothes were very nice. I can't remember being dolled up or dolling myself up in 
special clothes for Sunday. I wouldn't go in the clothes that I was going to romp around the garden in, 
so I would be, <..pause..> I would be well turned out, because, <.pause.> it would reflect on the family if I 
wasn't. By that I don't mean that I was specially dressed for it or anything like that, but I always had very 
nice clothes. I can tell you one thing that happened when I was very young, I don't know how old I'd be. 
We'd been up to London, probably for a pantomime, we always went to two. We went to see ‘Where the 
Rainbow Ends’ and we went to see ‘Peter Pan’. Oh, and we went to see ‘Masculine Devants’, a magic 
show. You know we were taken out quite a lot, to things like that, but this was when we were young, 
and this is something I can remember quite vividly, I was a horrible show-off. We were in the railway 
carriage with my mama and papa, and some other lady or other, said, "What a pretty dress you've got." 
Or something like that. I said, "Yes, and I've got pretty knickers to match." And I upped with my skirt and 
showed my pretty knickers and said, "My mama made them both!" And mother looked as though she 
could have flung me out of the window. But I can remember it so vividly, I can't remember what the 
dress was like except it was frilly. And I said, "Yes I've got knickers to match!" 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Oh I expect so. It goes with the household, I don't remember, but I'm quite certain that Mrs. Chapman 
instilled into us the prayers to say. I can't remember one. Lord Bless me! ‘Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John, bless the bed that I lay on’, you know something like that, ‘God Bless Mummy, Daddy’. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was religion important to you as a child? 

A. No. 

 

Q. As a child who did you play with? 

A. Oh, odd kids! 

 

Q. Neighbours? 

A. Yes, there were horrible children next door, I played with them. 
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Q. Did you play games against other groups? 

A. Oh no. 

 

Q. What games did you play? 

A. I've no idea, no idea at all! 

 

Q. What kind of toys did you have? 

A. That's easy? Whatever we wanted. We had dolls, and our favourite game was playing tailors, and one 
day I would design the clothes for the dolls and my brother would make them. My brother was very 
clever. Very clever at sewing and machining, my brother would make the clothes, and the next day, my 
brother would design the clothes and I would make them. There was one difference, my brother's 
clothes were always very nicely made and my clothes, I couldn't be bothered to make any backs. And 
so I made the fronts and there were bits of tape at the neck and the waist, and that's been my hobby 
through life. More or less. 

 

Q. Were you free to play games with anyone you pleased? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever discourage you from playing with children? 

A. No, you see there weren't a hell of a lot of children around. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time after school hours and weekends? 

A. Well that again is very difficult you see, because, oh I don't know, we'd just play, do homework, 
whatever children do. We certainly didn't go out in the street and play, we'd play in the garden. I 
remember my brother made a sort of little barbeque with bricks, and we lit a little fire in the bricks and 
we roasted potatoes in those, that would be when I was very young before I went to boarding school. 
<..pause..> You see I went to boarding school when I was twelve. So what I did then was very different 
than before I went to boarding school. 

 

Q. Did you keep any pets? 

A. Had a dog. Spot. It was a nice dog, 'cept it would chase motorbikes. Eventually got killed. It couldn't 
resist motorbikes. And it would chase it up the main road like mad. I can still see Spot chasing after a 
motorbike. There was a cat. You know what? The pets that children have, we didn't go in for rabbits and 
nonsense like that, I wasn't really, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you belong to youth organizations? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Guides or Girls' Brigade? 

A. No, not a thing. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the pictures? 

A. Yes I went to the pictures. I can't, <..pause..> I don't know, were there pictures way back then in those 
days? I don't know that there were, we went to the theatre a lot. 

 

Q. Music Halls? 

A. No, no not Music Halls as such. I never saw Nellie Wallace. Well I did see Nellie Wallace but that was 
when I was older. No we didn't go to the pictures, not for any reason other than there wasn't a picture 
house anywhere near us. We didn't have a car in those days, we didn't have a car and we didn't have a 
horse and carriage. We had bicycles. Yes after school I would go out on my bicycle quite a lot. I’d cycle 
up to the Shirley Hills or something like that. Oh and we cycled down to Brighton, that was all of fifty 
miles. 
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Q. Did your parents give you pocket money? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. How much? 

A. That I can't remember, it was never enough, but it should have been, my brother saved his and I spent 
mine. 

 

Q. What did you spend it on? 

A. Sweets, sweets, dainty hair ribbons for my hair, my long blond curls. I spent it on whatever took my 
fancy. A book quite possibly, a paperback, Sexton Blake or something like that or Beano, you know 
comic, no I wasn't keen on comics. I remember we used to have the Children's Newspaper. And every 
Saturday night my father would bring my mother a box of chocolates and he would bring my brother a 
quarter pound of sweets, and myself a quarter pound of sweets, I remember that. 

 

Q. Were you given lessons by anyone before going to school? 

A. I was taught to read by Mrs. Chapman. That is another memory. A very, very early one, extremely early. 
I remember wishing I could read for myself rather than have to put up with her reading to me. I can 
remember that quite vividly. I learnt to read when I was very young, but it was frustration because she 
read very slowly. 

 

Q. How old were you when you first went to school? 

A. I suppose I went to a sort of Kindergarten thing when I was about five. Then Miss Needham’s, and I 
would be there for some years, then I went to another school when I grew out of the Kindergarten. I 
suppose when I was about seven or eight I went to another school, then I went to Sydenham High 
School, which I disliked very much indeed. There was a mistress there who would smarm over me, 
"There, there dear that wouldn't hurt." Couldn't stand her and I was very rude to her. And because I 
hated it so much, <..pause..> yes, and also I think this was what really did it, the police came to the house 
one day, and told my father that I had been seen, I'd been accused by one of the girls at school with 
stealing her bicycle, you see. And my father said, "But Kay can't ride a bike." They said, "Oh well so and 
so says that she saw her riding back from school." And pop said, "Well that is quite impossible because 
she can't ride a bike. You can have a look for yourself, there is no bike here or anything like that.” And it 
wasn't me, I couldn't ride a bike. That was before we had bikes, before my brother and I had bikes, it 
would be when I would be I suppose about eleven. So anyway that was dropped and they then decided 
it must have been some other blonde girl driving down, <..pause..> and I said, you know I said, "Well” 
<..pause..> At least my father said, "Where was she?" And they said, "Oh she went, she was going along 
Newland’s Road, towards Penge." Pop said to me, "Which way did you come back from school?" And I 
said, "I went up the hill to Crystal Palace and got the tram." You know, and I hadn't been anywhere near 
there, but this girl who didn't like me, and I didn't like her, she swore blind that she had seen me riding 
her bicycle along Newland’s Road, home. And so I say at that time I couldn't ride a bike. So I think that 
might have had something to do with it. You know that they felt well, if I was going to run sort of trouble, 
'cause of course I got awfully bolshie about that, it would be much better to send me to boarding-school. 
So I went to boarding-school when I was twelve. 

 

Q. What did you think of boarding-school? 

A. I loved every minute of it. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. I liked the masters better. 

 

Q. What were the punishments? 

A. Oh I don't know. 

 

Q. The Cane? The Strap? 

A. Oh no, nothing like that. It was a Quaker school, they didn't believe in corporal punishment. I have an 
idea that it was something I quite enjoyed, that I had to stay in, instead of roller skating or doing some 



 816 

sport I had to stay in and read something or other or write an essay about something or another and 
that of course I thoroughly enjoyed doing. I don't remember any punishments. 

 

Q. What subjects were you taught? 

A. Latin, which I loved, French, English Literature, which I loved. We were allowed to choose which 
subjects we wanted to take. Mathematics which I quite liked, Needlework which I wasn't so fussy about. 
Carpentry which I thoroughly enjoyed. And I opted for Ancient History which I thoroughly enjoyed. You 
know, as I say we were allowed, we could choose what subjects we wanted to learn and at the 
beginning of the term we were given a syllabus and that syllabus we had to cover during the term, and I 
used to race through some, oh and Geography which I didn't like. I used to race through some and then 
I had to go to other classes to catch up with the rest. It was a very, very advanced school. It was a Co-
educational Boarding School, and there were only about three in the country. And it was because of my 
mama I went there. Because as I say she was a very advanced lady. 

 

Q. What did you wear at the school, was there a uniform? 

A. Oh yes, school uniform. 

 

Q. Could you describe it? 

A. Oh you know. Do you know what a gym slip is? Well it was a gym slip. Navy blue gym slip, box pleats, 
and a tie belt and cream blouses. A Viyella in winter, and linen or cotton in summer. 

 

Q. Did you wear a hat? 

A. Yes. We had a sort of round straw hat in summer, and a round felt velour hat in winter. 

 

Q. What kind of shoes was it? Was it hard wearing? <..pause..> 

A. Oh school shoes, you know, lace up school shoes and black stockings, I think. Pretty certain they'd be 
black stockings. 

 

Q. What did you do at playtime? 

A. Roller skate. 

 

Q. Was that a great hobby with you? 

A. Oh yes, we all roller skated. We roller skated. There were two play grounds. The school was all one, 
there was an avenue in the middle of it, and the surface of the girls’ playground was better than the 
surface of the boys’ playground, which was rather, you know sort of pitted. So the boys used to come 
over to us and that was in the break, morning break and we used to roller skate. And the first thing you 
did when you got to school, you learnt to roller skate. We played Hockey, we played mixed Hockey, we 
played mixed Tennis, we played separate Cricket. They had a swimming bath, we didn't have mixed 
swimming, we slept in separate dormitories, we sat next to each other at meals and the boys moved 
one way on a Friday and the girls moved the other way on a Sunday, so you were moving the whole 
time. We sat next to each other in classes if we wanted to or didn't. And if you were interested in a boy 
he would send a note over to you, and you would then meet on the avenue at eleven o'clock, for eleven 
o'clock break and you would solemnly process up and down this avenue so everyone knew you were 
then going steady with this boy. I used to process up and down with the English Literary Master, he was 
far more interesting. But a number of children at the school were children whose parents had met at the 
school, which is quite interesting. They also taught Domestic Science there, they taught a variety of 
things. We weren't pushed, it wasn't a school where you had to pass exams early or anything like that, if 
you wanted to take an exam and pass it, well then you took it and passed it. But if you didn't you weren't 
pushed, you know you took all the exams that came along in the course of time. When we went back to 
school we could take books with us, the books were then handed in to the headmistress, and put into 
the School Library so that anyone could take them out, <..pause..> and I always remember the 
Headmistress objecting to some of my books, even though they'd been given me by my mama, 
because she thought they were a bit too adult for some of the children. So she kept them and I expect 
she and the teachers read them, and I then got them when I left. But, you know she thought they were 
unsuitable for some of the girls. My reading was on a very much higher level than quite a number of 
them there, because it was something I was interested in. We got up very early in the morning, our main 
beverage was milk, we were allowed to take coffee with us and we were allowed to take chocolate 
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powder with us. And the chocolate powder we ate out of the tin on a ruler, that was the done thing to do, 
varnish and all, but we had either hot or cold milk, we had that for breakfast, we had that for our 
morning elevenses, then we'd have lunch at one. We'd play games in the afternoon, we could play 
whatever games we wanted to do. We used to go for walks, you know we'd be taken on walks by one of 
the mistresses, a couple of the mistresses. There is beautiful country all round Saffron Walden, really 
lovely country, and we went for walks all round there, and then we'd come back and have tea, I 
suppose, five, five’ish. Then we'd do prep until about half past seven I think, I don't know, but we'd do 
prep, then we'd horse around a bit then we'd go to bed. 

 

Q. How old were you when you left school? 

A. I left school when I was about seventeen, about seventeen and a half. 

 

Q. Would you have stayed longer if you'd the chance? 

A. Well there was nothing more to do. I'd have stayed. I had to leave because my mother was very ill and 
they decided that it would really be much better if I came home. You know, ran the house, more or less. 
So I left half way through my last term. I'd have left anyway at the end of the term, but I left half way 
through my last term. 

 

Q. Did you attend any part-time education after this? 

A. I went to college. I went to Domestic Science College in London and got all my various stuff there, all 
those things, and then my grandfather died and left me some money, which I got when I was twenty-
one, so I spent that on a bit of riotous living. And I suddenly decided it would be quite a good idea if I did 
Shorthand Typing and Bookkeeping so in one of my spells with living at home I went to Pitman's 
College and took a course of Shorthand [and] Typing and Bookkeeping. I didn't keep up the Shorthand 
but the Typing and Bookkeeping came in very useful. 

 

Q. What was your first full time job? 

A. Housemaid! 

 

Q. Domestic Service? 

A. Well, yes and no. You wouldn't call it Domestic Service. I was a lady housemaid, at a very, very, high up 
school known as Down House, in Newbury, where they had six housemaids, lady housemaids, the 
accent on the lady, six lady parlourmaids, and three lady cooks. And they only employed ladies who 
had had a college education. 

 

Q. What sort of tasks did you do? 

A. Well what’s a housemaid do?  Well of course you wouldn't know. The girls there were all very, very 
wealthy. I expect the pupils there now are mostly all daughters of Arabs, they were very, very wealthy 
indeed. The girls lived in, no such thing as dormitories, they had rooms, and there would be two to a 
room, and all the floors were parquet flooring, the most beautiful furniture, it really was an absolutely 
gorgeous school. Oh I don't know, we dusted and we polished and we would help in the kitchen we 
would lay the tables. Or was that the parlourmaid? Probably the parlourmaids did that. Yes the 
parlourmaids would do that, yes. You know we'd clean, we'd wash and clean and that sort of stuff, we 
all lived in a house in the grounds and it was a very, very nice house indeed and the whole thing was a 
lot of fun. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. Oh, I don't know. As little as possible. 

 

Q. Did you get breaks for meals? 

A. Oh yes, we had gorgeous food. 

 

Q. What time did you get off? How often did you get a day off? 

A. Oh, at least once a week. As far as I remember, I think we had a day and a half off a week. 
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Q. Did you get holidays with pay? 

A. Oh yes. I was only there a year anyway. You know I did it because it was a job and I thought it would be 
fun, and it was, it was a lot of fun. I was there for a year and after about; we got school holidays, mind 
you we had to, when all the little darlings departed in their Rolls and Bentleys and Mercedes. We then 
you know, cleaned up everything, then we all departed, in our humbler transport. I think at the end of 
first term, I was then promoted to parlourmaid. It really was a lot of fun that. You waited on the girls at 
table, and they had coffee. I always remember they had coffee for breakfast, because it was in the most 
gorgeous copper jugs, they really were. And the china was beautiful. These kids! And their uniform was 
lovely, it was gym slips, but each house had different colours, you know pale blue and yellow and pale 
green and their stockings were always silk. You know, absolute pampered poodles, but extremely nice. 

 

Q. What were your wages? 

A. Oh I don't know, enough. I don't know, I never bothered, you see, because I never needed, I mean if I 
wanted any money my father would always give me money. I can't remember what I got. I suppose, 
<..pause..> I can't guess. 

 

Q. How did you get on with the other people that you worked beside? 

A. Some I liked some I didn't like. Some liked me, some didn't like me. 

 

Q. Where did you sleep? I know you said it was, <..pause..> did you share a room? 

A. We slept in a house. <..pause..> No. No, we all had our own rooms. It really was, <..pause..> it was a lovely 
house. You know it was a house built for the school. It was very much a school, a school for wealth, for 
the wealthy children. And they didn't want them brought up in contact with uneducated people where 
they might learn bad language, or anything like that at all. You know it was very much a school for the 
privileged and that included the staff. They had lectures there, about once a fortnight I should think, they 
had someone down to lecture and we were always allowed to attend the lectures, you know we could 
go in and attend the lectures if we wanted to. You never felt you were a servant there. You were never 
regarded as a servant or anything like that. 

 

Q. You were just treated like? <..pause..> 

A. You were treated like a lady. It was very, very nice indeed. 

 

Q. What other jobs did you have? 

A. Oh I can't begin to tell you. I played around. I honestly can't tell you. I had a lot, you know whatever I 
thought I would, <..pause..> I'd see an advert in the paper and I'd think, "Ooh that'd be,” <..pause..>  after I'd 
been at home for a year, as I say, kicking my heels up. I'd then decide it was time I took off and I'd see 
an advert in the paper. One job I went to it was at a, <..pause..> this really was the very, very worst job I 
have ever been at. And it has acted as a touchstone for everything else I've ever done, because I've 
thought, "Well I stuck there, and if I could stick there I could stick anything.” It was an Anglo-Catholic 
school, and there was a Mother Superior clad in voluminous black robes and snowy white Guilford frill 
round the head, and I went there originally as an assistant matron and also to teach Needlework and to 
teach Typing. The school had about eight students and these; it was the most hypocritical place I ever 
met, these students, girls, what would I be when I was there? Twenty one, twenty two, about twenty 
two, twenty three, something like that, might have been twenty four, these girls would be seventeen, 
eighteen, nineteen, they were sent there by their parents. They paid mind you, to be there to be taught 
how to be matrons in schools, you know they went there to receive matron's training. What they actually 
did, they paid for the privilege of cleaning that damned school, stone floors everywhere. A cook who 
went mad when it was the full moon, and one of the students, and her parents sent her there because it 
was better for them to pay for her to be there and looked after than put her into a home, she went mad 
when the moon was new. These girls were taught by me to wash and iron, they were taught 
dressmaking by me. We made all the dresses for the junior school. First of all they did samplers, then 
they graduated to making the dresses for the junior school, and then big deal, they were allowed to 
make a uniform, a dress for themselves. So you imagine teaching a half-wit how to sew. Some of the 
pupils that I taught typing to, they wore, do you know tussore is? It's a Chinese silk. It's [a] cream colour, 
it is very, very nice indeed, and it is an absolute swine, because you've got to iron it when it's wet, and 
be very careful when you do iron it, you have to iron it because otherwise it's all creased up. They wore 
tussore dresses in the summer, and they wore brown dresses with tussore collars and cuffs and cream 
coats in the winter. And the student matrons and myself were responsible for seeing they were all clean. 
We had to take their temperatures for the first three weeks of term, to make sure they hadn't brought 
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back any nasty diseases with them. We had to take their temperatures for three weeks before they left. 
They weren't allowed to speak after nine o'clock in the dormitories, and were severely punished if they 
ever did. And the older students I should think, the older girls rather, pupils, they would be, I suppose 
about sixteen, fifteen, sixteen, they put on a play, and I was commissioned to make all the costumes for 
this play; velvet jackets, net wings. We used to have a break in the middle of the morning, for quarter of 
an hour, and it was in the small room about the size of this. The students and myself, had this great tea 
and Watnell biscuits, and there was a hatchway between us and the headmistress's study next door. 
Well of course that was a temptation. So I used to come out with all sorts of dreadful remarks, you 
know, inciting them, so I wasn't at all popular. But I was jolly useful because I worked very hard. Another 
of the matrons, was also I think, quite mad. And when I came back from holiday, she used to come up 
to my box-room, which is where I slept, and open my wardrobe door, and go through all my clothes. So 
on one occasion I pinned a large notice to it, saying, "Hard luck, nothing new!" I always remember that I 
was so busy that when I got a letter, I was engaged to some man or other at the time, and when I got a 
letter, well from anyone, oh it would be about two hours before I was able to read it. It was intolerable. 
Meals were frightful because of the mad cook. You know sometimes you'd get a decent meals 
sometime not. Easter was hell! Every Friday you got watery fish. And I remember one day, oh, and of 
course on the Thursday before Good Friday, you fasted in theory, from I think lunchtime right round to 
some time or another on Friday, when you got something or other. I always remember getting fish paste 
sandwiches for breakfast one morning. It was quite an impossible school. There was a Sanatorium. The 
Sanatorium would be as far as from here to, <..pause..> certainly to Willie Thorburn's, if not across the 
road, probably to the bus shelter, right down the garden, by the side of a railway line. The loo in this 
Sanatorium was a wooden, was bit of wood with a hole in it and a bucket underneath [which] the 
gardener emptied every day. And meals were sent down from the school, so you can imagine how hot 
they were by the time we got there. And when anyone was sick enough to be in the Sanatorium, I was 
dispatched to look after them. We used to have quite a bit of fun one way and another. I got one day off 
a week, when I used to take myself off into Brighton for the day. One of the children there belonged to 
the Oxford Group, you know one of these Moonie religious things, and she swallowed this holy charm. 
So there was all hell’s delight to get this holy charm back. So she was given castor oil and all the rest of 
it and I had to fish for this holy charm. That's why I say I stuck that for a year, and if I stuck that for a 
year I could stick anything. I told [them] what I thought of them before I left; and left. 

 

Q. When you went home did you ever have to pay for your keep? 

A. You must be joking, they paid me! They paid me for the pleasure of my company! 

 

Q. How did you spend your Sundays when you were older? 

A. Went out with the boyfriend. 

 

Q. Did your parents expect to know where you went, if you went out? 

A. Well that again is difficult, there wasn't much talent at home. There was never any parental control as 
such, but I'd say, " I'm going out with Tom Dick or Harry" or something like that, you know. I mean there 
wouldn't be any. When we were down at the bungalow at Lancing, where we were for quite a long time; 
my mother died, I suppose about a year after I left college, well after I left school rather. A lot of that 
time we spent down there. And oh, I had innumerable boyfriends there, and oh I don't know, they would 
always know where I was, they might not know what I was doing but they'd always know where I was. 

 

Q. Did religion mean more of less to you as you grew up? 

A. No, nothing. Well, religion was a part of life, at school, because we went to the Meeting House on the 
Thursday morning, for an hour. And you promenaded down to the Meeting House and you sat there and 
someone might be moved to get up and pray and someone might be moved up and talk and they we'd 
promenade back again. And we used to pass a cinema on the way, where they were showing the 
adventures of Pearl White. And I remember that as much as I do the meeting. And then on a Sunday 
we used to go to the Meeting House, and that used to be longer, that used to be about an hour and a 
half. We used to go then. Once again, someone would pray, someone would get up and talk, and it was 
always very natural and it was sort of part of life, I enjoyed it very much indeed and at night in the 
school, we had a lovely chapel in the school, and at night we had a service with hymn singing. We had 
that at night. So that was that. 

 

Q. What about politics, yourself? 

A. No. Can't be bothered. 
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Q. Never taken an interest? 

A. Yes I was very friendly with a man once. He used to talk to me a lot about politics. That was when I was 
living in Malta. And I was very interested in the politics of that place. No not, <..pause..> it all depended 
who I was with. 

 

Q. If any neighbours were ill or confined to bed did anyone help? 

A. I never knew my neighbours. It wasn't a place where one knew your neighbours. 

 

Q. Once you left your father and mother's house, you had a house of your own? 

A. No. No, I would get a job, and I would have digs. 

 

Q. Did you have to pay for a doctor if you were ill? 

A. I've no idea, I didn't pay. My father probably did. 

 

Q. Was there a pawn shop in the area where you stayed? 

A. I have not the remotest idea. And I shouldn't think my parents did either. It was not a way of life with us 
to go to a pawn shop. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of the Second World War? 

A. Oh, yes dear. What do you want to know? 

 

Q. Evacuees, work, rationing? 

A. No. I don't know anything about rationing at all. I joined the W.A.A.F. in 1940. I was very friendly with a 
colonel in the R.A.M., I was demonstrating an electric cooker around the countryside, that was, 
<..pause..> I had a nice spell doing that for about a year, and his brother was caught up in Dunkirk, so I 
thought, "Ah I must go and fight." Or, "I must go and do something." And I was demonstrating this 
cooker in Ipswich, and there were a lot of young men there saying, "I'm not going to do anything until I'm 
called up." I thought, "What a weak lot." So I went along to the recruiting office, and the W.R.E.N.S 
weren't back from lunch and the W.A.A.F. were, so I joined the W.A.A.F. that was that. So I had a 
gorgeous war. 
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1910 Domestic Service; Hand Ironer in a Laundry 

 
Interviewee Code F3 
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Interviewer Karen Connal 
Transcribed by Karen Connal 
 

Q. Now, I'll start by asking you what year were you born? 

A. 1910. 

 

Q. And where were you born? 

A. In Plean, the village of Plean on the outskirts of Stirling. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. Ah well. I did live there 'til I was nearly fourteen, then I came into the town to work and from then on I 
was in Stirling. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? Did you have any? 

A. Four brothers and four sisters, well including me. 

 

Q. And what was the spacing? Were you oldest or youngest? 

A. I'm the second youngest girl. 

 

Q. Now, what was your father's job? 

A. My father was a mining contractor. He had four sons you see and the private owner would say, well, 
"Frank, will you do this job for me?" And he would price it and that would be satisfactory to the owner 
and he, <..pause..> Four sons, well maybe he would need another man or so but he just paid them the 
same as he did his sons and himself, used to do it in my mother's house round the kitchen table on a 
Friday and the persons, strange persons and that was left deciding; all the brothers and fathers, saw 
that everything was divided fairly. And you see, they had an honest, fair manager, the man, you know, 
the owner was fair and just. So that's how they managed their life. 

 

Q. I see. So was he always a mining contractor? Was he always in the mines? 

A. Aye, yes, yes. 

 

Q. He didn't have any other job? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your mother work before she got married? 

A. Well, before she was a Domestic Servant. Aye, she worked her life as a Domestic Servant. 

 

Q. And did she work after marriage at all? 

A. Oh no, no. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Aye, oh yes we were R. C's you see and it was just a natural thing that they carried it right through, you 
know. But not eh, <..pause..> no animosity towards others, you know, that way. In fact she said that; one 
day she was hanging out, they used to make rugs with pegs, you know. Put a wee peg in and bring up 
the cloth; buy a piece of canvas and that. So this day she was hanging them out and this lady said to 
her, "Mrs ****** these are orange colours your Orange Lodge colours you're putting out!" "My goodness, 
Mrs. So-and-So, do you not know the highest colours in your Orange Lodge!" "What do you mean?", 
she says, "That's them, the same as mine." The Irish colours, you know, green, white and orange. That 
was the colours she was making the doormats or whatever she was making, but this lady thought well, 
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she's sticking to her own class, you know. She says, "Now, Mrs. So-and-So," she says, "do you not 
know your highest colours in your Orange Lodge." (laughing) Oh she got on; she said she'd good 
neighbours, Orange Lodge or not. But that was the nature we had, you see. 

 

Q. And did they take an interest in politics? 

A. Well, at that time I don't know, but my daddy had a deep-seated dislike of the English because they say 
they should never have divided Ireland, away back in his day you see. Because I went over on holidays 
and I saw the devastation, you know, that the English had created to get hold of the land, you know, 
way back in the early, the potato famine days, I suppose when he was a child. That he was offered 
good work in England from an English coal owner and he wouldn't go to England. He said he would 
never give England the benefit of anything, you know. 

 

Q. What party did he vote for? 

A. County Fermanagh. The North, the North. And one day when I was a child, I was always what you 
called; they used to say to me, the family'll say, “Oh leave it to her, she'll sift it out.” (laughing) I said, 
sitting on a fender stool, they used to put a thing round it and there were a stool there and a stool here, 
the big fire, you know, the coal fire. And daddy was a singer, he was a singer, not a noted singer, but a 
beautiful voice and he would walk up and down there clog wauking and things like that. And this day, 
<..pause..> I, <..pause..> could never sing because of that. Why? 'Cause I'd take palpitations and I think it's 
because I knew I didn't have my father's voice and I would just be making a fool of myself. When 
anybody would ask me to sing, I could sing but I'd flutter, you know. Anyway I said, "Daddy, where did 
we get our name, ******?" "How come we don't have a Scots name?" "Well child dear," he says, 
"perhaps in early days my folks came from the North of Scotland over to Ireland when the British asked 
them to come over, you see." So, "No matter," he says, "we're Catholics now, maybe we were Catholics 
in the North of Scotland, too." 

 

Q. Did you live in Northern Ireland for a while then? 

A. No, but we went home every, <..pause..> my daddy called it home. He was crofter, you see, he was 
crofter's folks and he had wanted to branch out a bit. And you went home every year for your holidays,  
father and mother and the children, and then when we got up we too, from our own homes, we went 
over, you see. That we've a great love of Ireland but not that I don't love Scotland more, I do because 
we've got more beauty. They talk about the Lakes of Killarney and everything but oh,<..pause..> Scotland 
to me is wonderful. (laughing) 

 

Q. But do you know what party your father would have voted for here? 

A. Oh he was just a Labour man, you know. He does believe in Labour if they do it fairly. Some of them 
make a bloomer of it but, <..pause..> he was always Labour. 

 

Q. Now what did your parents do in their spare time? 

A. Well, that's the marvel of the thing. My daddy was a very heavy reader. You know I don't know what it is 
but <..pause..> we always seemed to have the flair of doing things well. And as my younger sister used to 
say, "My daddy was awful blind." She says, "We could have did lots of things if he had just thought 
about it." Now I wouldn't go to the school, I wouldn't go to the High School because I was frightened of 
trains. Glasgow, I'd to go to Glasgow when I come through what they called the 'Control' in my day but it 
was, <..pause..> what do they call it now? The Lowers or the Highers or what? <..pause..> 

 

Q. 'O' grades and Highers. 

A. Aye, well, when we won through and the Headmistress we had, she says "The whole sixteen of you." 
Sixteen she had put in for it, and she came from Alloa, this teacher, and she says, "Now, I'm very 
thrilled," she says, "the whole sixteen of you have passed." And Father MacDonald, that was eh, 
<..pause..> he came in and started doing on the blackboard all our sums, you know, the problems and 
things like that and then oh everybody was shooting up the hand; they were fine. Then it came to this 
problem and eh, <..pause..> nobody put up their hand and me being like I am, was terrified to put up my 
hand, I was shattered, you know. And this boy put up his hand. I said well, if he's putting up his hand so 
am I. So he says, "What did you get? That other answer." Well then there was an argument between 
the priest and the teacher; who was right and who was wrong. She said, she was right. Her, her answer 
was right. The priest said his answer was right and he says, "I get the answer that the boy and the girl 
get." "No, it can't possibly be." You see there were fourteen got her answer! (laughing). So the Council 
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or whoever takes to do with it, put out, they had finally found out that there could be two answers but the 
one the priest got was the right one. So everybody in the Shire got a pass if they got either one of the 
answers, you know, they got it corrected. Then came the time when you were all setting out for the 
school, <..pause..> "But Ellen, we have no paper or anything referring to you." "I didn't take it home." 
“Why?" "Didn't want, I don't want to go to Glasgow." "Why?" "I've always this passion that if you went 
into a train and it took you, <..pause..> you wouldn't get off and you'd be lost" I was only twelve at the 
time, you know, “and I'd be lost and I'd never see my mother again. And to that day, even 'til I married; 
there were two children and living in Stirling in the heart of the town, just near the station, and I'd a sister 
living in Dunblane and I'd go down, purchase the tickets, and the minute the train - mind you - three 
year old, no, he'd be four and two and a half, aye, at that time, and I can remember, well I turned and 
run away back up for the bus. And I'll not go in a train yet, unless I've got somebody with me, to this 
day.  

 

Q. What did your mother do in her spare time? Did she have much?<..pause..> 

A. She had a machine, sewing machine, in her early day. But by the time I got up the boys had broken it. 
The boys had broken it so she stitched everything with her hand. Cotton vests and pinnies like that 
photograph. Well, when we got to the age of understanding she would say, "Now, if ever you have a 
home of your own you'll clean up and be cleaned up for anybody to cross over the threshold at twelve 
o'clock. Then when your spare time comes round you'll sit and you'll knit socks or crochet or do this." 
[make pinafores] So that was the first thing I picked up. She made us them like cross, <..pause..> not just 
like that, [in the photograph] across here and frills here and mine was more baby-like than my elder 
sister's. Her's were made, she made them for her with straps something like that, you know, short. 

 

Q. The white pinnies? 

A. White pinafores. Linen pinafores. 

 

Q. Lovely. 

A. All by hand. 

 

Q. So what memories do you have of the first house you can remember as a child? What memories do you 
have of it? Can you remember how many rooms and furniture? <..pause..> 

A. Oh, we just had a room and kitchen! 

 

Q. Just a room and kitchen? 

A. But you'd three double beds. And beds, the boys slept in the bedroom and the girls slept in the other 
bed, you see. And eh, <..pause..> in houses where you'd babies, they had a corner, we'll say beside the 
fire where it would be warm, with an old fashioned rocking cradle. Well I can remember getting tufted 
out of the house into the neighbour's house when this younger sister was born. I was seven and half 
years older than the last one, you see, and I can remember that well too. Getting tufted into the old lady, 
it was an old lady and a gentleman, and getting shepherded in. And I was seven and half then but I can 
remember the war starting at four. Four years of age. The ‘hue and cry’ and running down to the Main 
Street. You see the main road was there and the house was just we'll say like that shop, we looked out 
onto the main road, a wee bit distant from it but oh, <..pause..> there was the Scots’ Greys, oh, their 
beautiful horses and the soldiers on them. That was them getting ready and going into the Castle to get 
things put right. The men were flying into the Castle to register and then when that was all done, they 
were short of the young boys at the pit and they took on girls, from fifteen upwards. 

 

Q. In the pit? 

A. Aye! And they<..pause..> they went about with the scarf, a head square and dark clothes and they went 
and what they did, <..pause..> they called it a scree 'cause we used to wander round and round, we knew 
all the pit things on the topside. This thing moved; you know how it moves in the shops when you're 
getting your messages? <..pause..> 

 

Q. Like a conveyer belt? 

A. Aye! A conveyer belt and it was gridded and the dross fell through and the bigger coal was there and 
the girls picked out the stones. Well they did that all from seven o'clock in the morning 'til four and then 
they came home. And then when it was the dance night, you up and you'd peek in <..pause..> and of 
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course the Welfares were there. The miners all had a Welfare Hall, a beautiful hall and you'd peep in 
and there would the girls be and be the fairest as wheat! Their hair would be shining, they kept it 
covered [whilst working] but if you go near, I had no sisters, they were all in service you see, and eh 
<..pause..> their hair would be shining! You wouldn't believe it. But if you happened to go, some girlfriend 
you went and their sister was brushing their hair, they brushed and they brushed and they brushed. You 
wouldn't believe it. Folks will not believe that about the working class, you know. How clean and how 
particular most of them were. And they enjoyed themselves thoroughly. They did. And they went from 
that and then they started this knitting business and collected for the Red Cross and they handed over 
mitts and helmets and pullovers and things like that. And the next thing was they got word from some of 
them and they were telling them where they were and, <..pause..> and whereno’ else and that and then at 
the end of things, the end of time they came back. And some of them were gassed you know. Were no 
use at all. Some of them had a leg off, but one boy in the village won the Victoria Cross. Oh aye, we'd a 
celebration on that. That uplifted the folks a wee bit, you know. Well then that was that thrill over, it 
wasnae a thrill, it was a thrill to me but not to their fathers and mothers. And then it was time for school. 

 

Q. What were your washing facilities like at the room and kitchen? What did you have there? 

A. Aye well, this is what you did. My mother got up six o'clock in the morning. “You get down to the side 
row, <..pause..> (that was a row of white cottages and they all had a water barrel) <..pause..> and get the 
water for the washing.” So you went the far distance, about from here to the toll, down to the row of 
white cottages and you werenae very big! So you got up at the side and you put down the pail, and half 
the time you were dragged in with the pail, and run up to the house, to the outside wash-house. There's 
some out there yet. So they were set in the middle of the miners' rows too. So you got up on your 
mother's washing day and you filled the boiler, your brother and your sister and it took two or three trips. 
I don't think anybody else did that. They just run the water from the tap but my mother liked soft water 
you see. All the answers! So we filled the boiler before we went to school and she washed our clothes 
in that. And then we trotted off to school. We were up at six o'clock in the morning too. When we walked 
to the school, I can always remember starting out first. Up hills and down braes, the three miles we had 
to walk. And then half-way, crossroads, up that way to the countryside and up that way but that was the 
main road in the middle and half-way this gentleman would come on a bike. Oh we were half-way then! 
And when we met him there we wouldn't be late for school, we wouldn't be! The nine o'clock man we 
called him! The nine o'clock man. So we got into the school right, maybe soaking to the skin. And I 
never remember being off school sick. Never. There were about twelve of us, the R.C. School, you see. 
We could have went to the one in the village; a lovely school but we went to our own. And eh, <..pause..> 
I had a rare time there. Oh I loved the school. 

 

Q. What about your personal washing, like having a bath? What did you do for that? 

A. Aye, they just well you can imagine it. Your father and your two, three brothers. They come in and the 
first one, my father would get washed and, [the] big tub. My father, they were all on night shift, all of 
them for all of their lives. My daddy took, what he did was he went in with his sons and whatever men 
he would employ and they brought down all the rock. They put shots in and they clattered it all down 
and eh, <..pause..> something would happen, you know and then they'd have to see to things. Then they 
propped it up with props. Have you ever known what they call a pit prop? It's a short, maybe something 
the height of that door, I used to see lying round the pits, you know, and then shorter ones. And they 
propped that and steadied all the loose, <..pause..> which were apt to fall down after the blast of the 
whole lot. And they cleared that all up before the miners came in so as they would get picking at the 
coal. They made the place safe. And they went down every night at nine o'clock and they came in at, be 
about half-past six in the morning and mother would have porridge on the old fashioned hob, big pot of 
porridge, that was the start of their breakfast, a big pot of porridge. It sat on the hob simmering all night 
you see and she would serve it up and then whatever the choice. It was usually ham and egg they got 
and that was them. And up like the lark at twelve o'clock! My brothers wouldn't lie one minute past 
twelve o'clock and betwix that and getting their dinner, which we call lunch now, they got their dinner 
and all they took was the meat, the soup and the meat but not as they are today, cups of tea or coffee, 
that was never thought about. That was them off for their billiards or whatever was on the village, you 
see. And that was them again, until what we called suppertime. And she would give them Welsh rarebit, 
eh, <..pause..> folks thought they were peculiar dishes because she was in Service all her day you see, 
and she had a wee bit variety, twisting and turning about the meals. And cheese and onion. "What's 
cheese and onion?" I says, "Well my mother boils the onions and when they're ready she chops them 
up and she has melted cheese in another pot and then she puts them into there and then she serves it 
on toast." You know. The girls round us never used to know what we were talking about. Anyway, that 
went on and that went on until as I say what happened in between these times. <..pause..> 
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Q. Their bath, did they have a bath? 

A. Well, nothing much happened. I went to school, then myself I went into Service at fourteen. 

 

Q. Well, could I just ask you did your mother do all the housework herself? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. She never paid anybody to help her or anything? 

A. No, but as she said through life, I was her right hand. I was the one that got everything to do. When I did 
settle down in Stirling I gave her three days a week; I gave her Friday for the hard work, Wednesday for 
the washing, and Saturday I visited and entertained and did everything that was to be done when 
anybody dropped in, you know suppers and things like that. 

 

Q. Did your father ever help your mother with any of the jobs about the house? 

A. No, no and neither would the brothers go for anything and carry a parcel. Too unmanly to be seen 
shopping. 

 

Q. Would he look after the children or do decorating? <..pause..> 

A. No. 

 

Q. <..pause..> Play games with you, read stories to you? 

A. No. It was my mother saying, "Now when your father goes out we'll get all the dinner set and the jelly 
pan and all the brasses from that top shelf while he's out up at the hall." So you'd get the big tub down 
and you'd jump up and down, take all her dinner set and her brass pots and her candlesticks all from 
this shelf and put them down. Oh she had some beautiful brasses. I wish I had them the day, you know 
that. I really do. That's a pair, one pair of her candlesticks. That's one pair in that flower pot. But oh 
dear, I don't know. We just threw away a fortune, we did. Because she was ill one time and we took it all 
down and put it away in a cupboard and my brother, my brother and I decorated the house, papered 
and painted. I had these kind of hands like my mother. I could paint and paper, she could do all these 
things herself. Another peculiarity, French Grey was the decor. No greens, no reds, no pinks, no 
nothing. It was French Grey on the woodwork, had to be French Grey. Oh she was terrible. French Grey 
and a certain pattern. I don't know, it wasnae the Prince of Wales's feather that was on the wallpaper, 
but always this kind of pattern on the wallpaper. Well I watched her and I could do all these things and, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you have set tasks to do around the house then? You did quite a lot of jobs around the house then? 

A. Oh everything! 

 

Q. Did you continue to do these jobs after you left school? 

A. Aye, oh aye. On a Saturday, she put you into a black skirt or any colour of skirt but it had to go down to 
there. Because when you're out there scrubbing you see, and bending over, you scrubbed white chairs 
and all, outside. You didn't get scrubbing in the house, you had to take them outside and when you 
were bending over you see, she made me put on a skirt. There a girl down there too and she was one 
of the kinder mothers did that too. It was this bending down you see! (laughing) 

 

Q. So that it wouldn't creep up the back! 

A. Aye! You've no idea, oh you've not idea! I really, they say the bad old times, you never needed any 
money! You went around the glen and picked the coal owner's daffodils from his glen and then the 
gamekeeper would call and you'd run like the mischief; stealing two or three flowers you see. And I was 
a great racer, good in sports. I could run like a hare! But see the minute I was chastised, two sticks! Two 
sticks, [her legs] they wouldn't come! And there they'd be all running away and me trying to run, just 
with the shock of me doing this wrong, you see. Oh I couldn't, I wasn't worth a chow. If we'd be caught, 
what would my mummy and daddy think? Oh dear it'd be terrible! But I was never caught but I used to 
wonder why, why did I always have no legs at all when I got a fright! 

 

Q. You were talking about the meals that your mother used to make. Did you have anything different on 
Sundays or other times of the year? Did you have special meals? 
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A. Well a peculiarity of the mining class in my time and where I was reared, they all had stew for their 
Sunday breakfast. For their Sunday breakfast. Well, we went to church on a fasting stomach as 
Catholics were reared to do. You went fast on twelve o'clock at night and you got nothing 'til you came 
back from church. And then my mummy would have everything ready and no ovens were worth a chow, 
you know, there would be no real heat in the oven unless she put a stove on to do some baking. And 
she would have them sitting along this fender stool. She'd watch from the window and the plates would 
be all there and she would be ready to serve. She just acted like a maid herself to her family and be 
ready to serve. You got your ham and eggs. We got our ham and eggs but every other girlfriend that I 
knew, they all got stew. Well I think that was terrible, you know because I was the shopper too. My 
mammy would send me into Stirling and she'd say, "Now you'll get a leg of lamb out of Cullins's and 
you'll get so much butter out of the Maypole, that was entirely butter and tea and sugar you got in that 
shop and I got a list what I was to get. And of course, they were Irish and we got cans of butter like that, 
milk cans and hens, oh every other week, we wanted for nothing, nothing. And I remember - oh this is 
love - I remember once my youngest brother got married and she says, "Now its not fair," she says, "not 
to give Mattie a, <..pause..> we'll give her a chicken." She was a Falkirk girl, she wasnae miners stock, 
and "We'll give Mattie the chicken and let her cook it for it." We all went home, you see, to my mother's, 
when we got branched out, we all went home to my mother's and they all came for their Christmas 
dinner and their Easter, and all that sort of thing, to get their meal. That's sort of celebration time in their 
way of life. And this time she said, "We'll give one of the chickens to Francie now that he's married." So 
I takes the chicken up, and that was that. Then I happened to call on her, maybe prior to the time for 
meeting in my mother's, and she wasn't very pleased at the smell of the soup, you know. So I later 
discovered she had, <..pause..> what did my mother, <..pause..> the corn bag, my mother, <..pause..> I said 
"Mammy," I said, "when I went into Mattie's," I said, "she had chicken and it must have been chicken 
soup with the chicken but," I said, "there was an awful smell." "Oh, dear, dear, dear," she says. We'd it 
all plucked and ready for her you see, just gave her it up to do the cooking. She had the corn bag 
boiled! (laughter) She had, <..pause..> you're supposed to split it, you see. Real culinary you use 
everything, and this corn bag, you've to split it and take out the dirt. And you can cook it, if you, 
<..pause..> well my mother never cooked it. And I don't cook it even to this day, I would throw it away. But 
you do get it in chicken giblets. Did your mother ever buy chicken giblets? Well you get it cleaned out, 
and if you care to use it, you can use it. But she had just put the whole thing, thing! (laughter) I says, 
<..pause..> and my brother was that shy and that he wouldn't say a thing. He wouldn't hurt her feelings! 
(laughter) He wouldn't hurt her feelings by saying "Mattie there's a smell of that chicken." He was awful 
shy. <..pause..> 

 

Q. You were talking about shopping there, when you mentioned a couple of the shops. Did you always do 
your shopping in Stirling? 

A. No, no there was the Co-Operative, which was good. It was a good store, but you wanted a wee jaunt to 
Stirling, you see. And my mother went every Saturday, that was her jaunt out. 

 

Q. I see. 

A. And the village folk went every Saturday to the Station, and got what they called, what their boys, for a 
laugh, called The Margarine Train, over to the Station, which was half a mile away, and my husband, 
he's five years older than me, and he can remember these things. He says, "They called it the,” 
<..pause..> I never heard it called The Margarine Train because we never had margarine in our house 
there was no need for it. But, he says they used to go for The Margarine Train. I can mind of them 
going, right enough, and they got a load of messages there, bulk messages in Lipton’s. You've heard of 
the Lipton raceman and that, the yacht man. Well he had a big store, and you could get, <..pause..> oh, 
the price of things. You could get a dozen eggs for a shilling, that's 12d, as English money, of course, 
but everything seemed to be in dozens. A dozen bananas was twelve pence, a dozen oranges was 
twelve pence, a dozen eggs was twelve pence, and a pound of cheese was twelve pence, and a pound 
of streaky bacon was twelve pence. The best and the finest food ever. And all these wee tins of things, 
you know, these minor tins that you get when you want a wee tin of fruit and that, four pence. A pint of 
milk was tuppence, tuppence! And a loaf was four pence, even up to 1930 and long far, far beyond that. 
Because my Fay was maybe just getting ready for school. John was at school, that's him in America. 
John was at school but she wasn't at the school, and there was a good picture on in that Regal and I 
said well I'll take Fay down, and I'll see it at the matinée time, from two to four or whatever it be. And 
she was an awful good girl Fay. Oh, she was an awful good child, and sitting, and she started fidgeting, 
fidgeting, and I said, "Behave Fay, I can't get concentrating on the picture." And then she would fidget 
again, and I said, "Come on out of here, we'll go home," and I took her up to the house, and I tapped 
her bottom. I said, "Now Fay if you had sat at rest, I could have enjoyed the picture, but no, I've had to 
waste my four pence, and I could have bought a loaf with the four pence!” (laughter) My goodness, that 
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was away back in 1933, or something like that. Oh dear! <..pause..> No, no 1933, what am I talking about! 
Fay was born in 19? <..pause..> John was born in 1930, Fay was '33. It would be long after that. <..pause..> 
What age would she be? She would be, it would be about 1936. In 1936 the loaf was still four pence. In 
1936, <..pause..> and do you know the smashing wages? I had my brother-in-law in this morning, from 
the Top of The Town. His father was a soldier in the Castle and he's retired and he was down for his 
pension. He called in today, and had a cup of tea, <..pause..> he comes in passing, and he says. I says, 
"I've a wee girl that's coming to take notes about Stirling, Frankie," I says, "and you could have told her 
from scratch right up; you were born and brought up at the Top of The Town." And he went to the 
English School and his father was in the soldiers. "Aye." he says, and I says "She wants to know what 
the wages were and all these sorts of things." "Well", he says, "I'll tell you. I started at eighteen on a big, 
heavy lorry, <..pause..> eighteen, out by Alva and Clackmannan and,” <..pause..> he says, "I got the 
marvellous sum of one pound and nine pence, at eighteen." One pound, <..pause..> well I've never known 
them to be as low as that. Two pound, two pound and two pound odds, and way, when I was what age, 
<..pause..> oh, about fifteen, my father and them, were bringing in about three pound ten a week, which 
was supposed to be a hefty wage, but that was in the more modern life. But when you think on it, the 
good food we got. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you ever celebrate special occasions, like your birthdays, or Christmas or something like that? 

A. Well not so much birthdays. It was Easter and Christmas and Hallowe'en and New Year. We all went 
home. 

 

Q. When you were little though, when you were a child? 

A. Aye well, that's what I'm saying. You got the Hallowe'en party which was your own, and christenings, 
things like that were all done in the house and my mother lent out her cutlery. She had beautiful cutlery, 
and this dinner set, this prize dinner set. Folk would come, "Mrs. ******” <..pause..> could they get the loan 
of it for their christening or their wedding, or whatever it would be. 

 

Q. What sort of presents would you get for a birthday or a Christmas when you were little? 

A. Oh, I had a doll, I would have got a million for it today. This doll that I got, I can remember, I can 
remember, I would just be about maybe that age. <..pause..> It was during the war years, I can remember 
fine because the man up the stairs he was called in, and he came home, and he <..pause..> had been 
away, and came into our house first before he went up to his wife, they had no children, and he brought 
another thing too, I could have let you see. A beautiful cross; see that figure there. His kitbag, that's why 
he dropped in to us at first, he said "I've got something for you Mrs. ****** that you'll love and it was a 
beautiful crucifix. It had the spear and the sponge and the crucifix still on it, and then the rock cut out, 
eh. <..pause..> The wood like that carved and cut out, as if it were a rock in that colour, and it stood, it 
stood up to about from there to there. Well, the strange thing was when my mother was getting on in 
years, I said, "You know Mother” I says, "when anything ever happens to you," I says, "you know what I 
would like to remember you by?" She says, "What is it child?" I says, "I would like that crucifix." "Oh, you 
can take it just now, if you like." I says "No, oh, I wouldn't take it while you were living." And this niece, 
they had lost their mother, my mother reared the two of them, they lived in Cambusbarron, and eh, 
<..pause..> when her father died; my mother died and she died with them in their house, you see in 
Larbert, and then I says "Well long years before your Granny died, Betty," I says, "I asked her, I told her 
I would like that if anything ever” <..pause..> "Take it just now Auntie Nellie, take it just now." I says "No, 
not while your father's living". (laughter) Now I am frightened to ask her what happened to it, and she 
was a, <..pause..> she's a nice girl, and I wouldn't hurt her feelings. She would die of shame, if I said, 
"Betty you never ever gave me your Granny's crucifix." She would take a heart attack, she would really. 

 

Q. Did you say that your mother reared these children? Was that when you were all grown up? 

A. Aye, <..pause..> John went to New Zealand, <..pause..> he liked the world right enough. John went to New 
Zealand, a new life for himself, you see, and we had a ball. That's how I started Service, I can always 
remember that. John was going to New Zealand, and out come our Kitty from her job in Stirling, and she 
says to get to the ball, you see, you had to ask permission, from your mistress, if you could stay away 
all night. So she arrived home, and she says "Mother," she says, "my mistress," it was coming up 
towards Christmas, she says, “My mother says” <..pause..> eh, see we were talking, we talked about our 
family, you know, I think we enthralled the higher ups too! (laughter) And she says, "She wants to know 
if you would let my younger sister come in and help with the festivities over Christmas and the New 
Year." and <..pause..> well my mother said, "There was no harm in,” <..pause..> I was shaking and quaking 
in my shoes "no harm in letting her go in.” <..pause..> I was left school, you see, fourteen, "No harm in 
letting her go for the two or three weeks." So there I went to the ball with her in the Miners' Welfare and 
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in the going-away ball for John. And then I stepped on the six o'clock miners' bus with Kitty to get into 
her job, and start work. You had to wear the aprons and things, like that, you see. And I had hair, she 
had hair like you, away down to here, and it would pleat, ah my mother used to pleat it beautifully. But 
mine's, she would plait it on the Saturday night for getting ready for the church in the morning, and then 
I'd be out to here in the morning, when she would take it out like a darkie’s frizz. I don't know what kind 
of hair I had, awful fine hair. But she had the waves, like you, going down her back to here, but it would 
never grown beyond there. And I had to get it up underneath the cap. Then at the finish of the thing, 
there were three daughters, and I think it was more partly in the style, at the time they were getting out, 
you know. Ah, but they were English folk, they werenae Scottish folk, they were English, three beautiful 
daughters, and all in the town. Boyfriends and that were invited to parties, and we had some rare 
laughs. You would get them canoodlin' in corners and that, and one day one of the sisters brushed me 
out from the, <..pause..> “Ellen step over a bit,” and she gets in below the sink, and I says, what in 
heaven, what is she wanting in below the sink. She planked a big jar, <..pause..> she had planked a big 
jar of that sticky ginger, preserved ginger, you know, and this was her squiggling along and taking, 
<..pause..> they were all getting dabs of it. But father and mother were sitting away in the morning-room, 
away from the partying, you know, and we had some rare fun watching their antics, and that's what she 
said. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Now I'll get back to when you were little. You were saying that your father was a great reader. So did 
you have a lot of books in the house? Or was there a library, at all that you went to? 

A. There was a library, but he had a cupboard; it was supposed to be a cupboard, but it was socially - it 
was his cupboard and you daren't go into it, and there were books like this, oh, he never stopped 
reading. And a Rabbie Burns' man if ever there was one. Oh, dear God. "A man's a man for aw that, 
and aw that." Oh, dear he used to give that one vent. And, and there's a thing maybe I shouldn't tell. 
The doctor took him to, to some Masonic meetings. So you'll know he must have had something. The 
doctor took him to, <..pause..> but of course, my father never divulged anything, and eh. <..pause..> Well I 
don't know why the doctor, <..pause..> he must have liked him, or something, and eh, <..pause..> the village 
doctor. But there were two or three doctors, but this particular one must have thought a lot of my father's 
brainwork too. 

 

Q. When you were a child were you in the library? 

A. In the library? No. In the school, we had the books in the school, you see, but there was no library in 
my, <..pause..> my time they hadn't set in a library bit at that time when I was trotting the road to the 
school. They did that all later, they added bits later, you know; baths and libraries and sitting-rooms and 
reading rooms, all after that. No, but, eh, <..pause..> he was an awful man for reading. Sat in this type of 
chair, that's why I bought that chair, it's all out of the decor, but when I got married, I said, “Oh I like that 
chair, it just puts me in mind of my father's chair, you know.” Sit up all night reading there, and I've that 
habit too; might get to my bed at five o'clock in the morning. No deeply reading; doing anything, like my 
knitting and everything, things like that or a crossword or something. We do seem to not need much 
sleep. So that eh, we loved, ah well I mean well, I loved my life. Then that younger sister too, they came 
from the county, from the, <..pause..> they came from all airts-an-pairts, she went to the High School, but 
she had to get leaving at sixteen, and they came from every pairt. "Frank," that's how they addressed 
my father, "Frank, will you talk to that daughter of yours." He says, "I don't force any of my family to do 
anything they don't want to do. If she wants to leave and start work, let it be." "But her brains. She's the 
second cleverest girl in Stirlingshire." He says, "But what do you want me to do?" So she got her choice, 
what did she want to do? She would finish it if she just got down to the Riverside School, not to travel to 
Glasgow. You've no idea the contrary family he had right enough. So that's all she did, and then she'll 
say, "What was my father thinking about, that he didn't make,” <..pause..> I says, "That's the trouble you 
see, my daddy didn't make anybody do anything they didn't want to do." If you earned your bread that 
satisfied him. 

 

Q. Now you were saying about holidays. Did you go regularly, every year to Ireland then? 

A. Well I didn't go regular, but the family, each branch of the family, the boys and my father and, <..pause..> 
they went for a holiday, you see. And then I had one sister that was reared in Ireland, that was the 
encouragement I suppose too, 'til they all died off. And she, <..pause..> they went over, this time, and she 
was getting engaged, and she says, <..pause..> by this time there were only two spinster sisters in my 
father's left. My mother was an orphan from the very beginning, she was Irish but she was an orphan, 
she was in Glasgow from when she was sixteen. She came over here to work, and she had been 
reared with her grandmother, and she came over here to work. But anyway, she had no folks of her 
own, they all seem to die off quick, in fact, she'd a brother in Camelon, but that was all she had. He was 
a, <..pause..> in the office in the Foundry, and he used to walk that distance, when he got a time off, from 
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Falkirk to Plean, (laughter) with some of the children, Uncle John. That was the only uncle we had 
there, but we had aunties and uncles on my father's side, and they dropped in. We had one a detective 
and one a banker, and they had all been brought up in the croft, you know, but they must have had 
brains. And they used to, <..pause..> I can mind them coming out for my brother for the police force, he 
was six feet odds, and eh, <..pause..> no. They wouldn't let him go to the police force. Joe never said 
anything, he was a quiet man. (laughter) Joe was a quiet man so he just let it be. "No." he said, [father] 
"No child of mine” <..pause..> And the same with the war, the same with the war. I heard him falling out 
with the priest, with the Canon, he was. He says, "Frank," he says, "what objection have you?" He says, 
"They'll stay in the pits." he says "There's no child of mine going out to slaughter another man." He 
says, "They'll stay where they are." I can mind of that. (laughter) So they had fell out for a quite a while. 
And we had photographs sitting up on the wall of the Canon and all. <..pause..> I don't know. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Now Sundays, when you were small, you'd already said how you didn't get anything to eat, until you 
came back from church. Can you describe a typical Sunday then when you were a child? What was a 
typical Sunday like for you? 

A. Aye well, you came back from the church, and you got your breakfast, and then you went for walks 
round the glen. Round the glen and picked the flowers. You did all these sort of things. And took long 
walks. There's a tower out in Plean what we called ‘Cock ‘a Bendy's Castle’ (laughter) ‘Cock ‘a Bendy's 
Castle’. <..pause..> You went away a walk round ‘Cock ‘a Bendy's Castle’, it took you out and it took you 
right round. If you went right round from the start from Plean right round, you came out round at the 
Larbert Asylum. Do you know where it is? And back home, right, <..pause..> oh, it was miles. Things like 
that, you know. You just, and you went, just walked along the road, and talked to one another and 
things like that. You never got into mischief of any kind. And, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you have different clothes to wear for a Sunday? Did you have your good clothes for a Sunday? 

A. That was a known thing. Your first Sunday in May. This was another thing with my mother. And I'll tell 
you a joke about that too. First Sunday in May that's when you got your summer clothes bought. So 
what she'd say, "Well this year, I think,” <..pause..> she dressed this sister and I the same, "This year, I 
think that,” <..pause..> (not the young one, the one above me) “I think I'll get you such and such a thing." 
And all you did was, she did was, to go down to the village shop, they were Baptist folk, and very nice 
people, and they had the Post Office and the mother ran a, <..pause..> the Binghams, I don't know if you'd 
ever meet any of them. But one of them came to live up in the Glasgow Road eventually, and eh, 
<..pause..> Mrs. Bingham would get the order and she would go to the Glasgow warehouse, and just 
exactly, she just took a tape and measured us, and she brought back the 'beautifullest' clothes. It was 
the talk of the village. "I wonder what the ****** girls will have this May?" Sometimes be shepherd's 
tartan with velvet; another time it would be green velvet, another time it would be brown velvet and then 
she'd change it to something else. And there was one year, I'll never forget, she says some other girl 
stepped out; whether she had overheard it; her girls stepped out in the same colour of velvet as we had. 
And, <..pause..> she says, <..pause..> I'll not call her, her second name, but I’ll call her how she called her, 
"Aggie so and so, will not, next year, she'll not copy what my children are wearing," she says. That was 
the year we, <..pause..> the next year we came out in shepherd's tartan with inserts of velvet; pleated 
round here and wee jackets and buttons, silver buttons down the black velvet. "She'll not copy me next 
year." And that was the first year ever, (laughter) I knew anybody to have anything similar to our 
clothes, was these two other girls. 

 

Q. Did she get your outfits there the next year then, or did she go somewhere else? 

A. Every year. Every year, and winter garments too. Your heavy coats, and such like. You got them in the 
winter months from this village shop, from this village shop. She must have been, <..pause..> had the gift 
of picking clothes. Because my mother was, <..pause..> I remember once after my brother lost his wife. 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. They were only little then? [His children] 

A. Aye, two and three, when she, <..pause..> a lovely marriage it was. She, <..pause..> he furnished her from 
end to end, and they were as happy as anything. And then she took this, as we thought, pyorrhoea in 
the gums, and then she got sick and she was taken into the Infirmary, and I was going out to see her, 
and <..pause..> got up to the door and the porter says, "Em, <..pause..> your brother's just away Mrs. 
******." I knew the porter, you see. I says, "Is he?" He says, "Yes," he says, "but I've something to tell 
you, but I don't know how I'm going to tell you." And I forget his first name now that I've mentioned him. 
And I says, "What is it?" He says, "She, she's dead." I says, "What?" "Uh-huh." He says, "Your brother 
wasn't right away," he says, "'til I had run down near to the, <..pause..> get the Edinburgh bus." That's 
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where you got the Edinburgh bus from. <..pause..> He says, "And I had to, <..pause..> was told to run after 
him and get him back, but," he says, "she's dead." "Well," he says, "I never saw anybody flying up the 
road, like your brother, from that bus," he says, "he just flew!" And that was the shock. Well he was in a 
awful state. Well the first thing was, he was determined to stay in the house himself, and do for himself 
if my mother minded the children. She said, "You can't go on like that, John." Then, he decided, if I 
would keep the house right, the children could go to the granny in Cowie, and come over to my mother's 
at the weekend. So between the two or three months that they did that, my mother would be watching 
from the front window. You'd see them coming up off the main road. She says, "My, my." she says, 
"There must be a foreign streak in their grandmother, because," she says, "these are horrific colours; 
yellow and red, and the colours, the wee bits of things she was dressing them in." Then my mother 
couldn't stick it, you know, she says, "She's a nice person but," she says, "she must have some foreign 
streak in her, all these mad colours." That's what she called it, ‘Mad colours’. Anyway it came to be that 
she made him take a house. A house became vacant up above my mother, and she says, "Now John 
the best thing you'll do is to come round here beside me." And she says, "Nellie will keep your house in 
order, and you'll all can," <..pause..> We were all away from home by this time, you see, and she says, 
"You'll come in here and live with father and mother, and the two children too, and Nellie will see to 
things." Well that's the way they were reared 'til they got the Council house in Larbert; a bigger Council 
house in Larbert, and they all went down there. Well I did the needful for them, and I remember John 
saying to the two children when they were getting up, "Now," he says, "listen," he says, "out of the 
family," mind we all went trotting home, you see, "out of the family," he says, "you'll take orders from 
nobody, except your grandmother and your Aunt Nellie." That's if any of them chastised them for 
anything, they were to pay no heed. They were to pay heed to me and my mother. And eh, <..pause..> my 
mummy reared them, and she took good care of them. And they loved her for it, you know. And eh, 
<..pause..> well we had no regrets, but I regretted Lizzie going, she was a nice girl, but he never ever told 
my mother. She said, "John never ever told me what really she died with." But I went into the mortuary, 
in spite of being a timorous creature inside, I'm no afraid of anything. And the porter says to me, "I'll take 
you into the mortuary and let you see her if you like." (laughter) I says, "Aye, I would like to see her." I 
forget his name. <..pause..> I forget his first name, I knew him, you see. And I went in, and she was blue, 
she was blue, and of course, mummy had the answer for that she said that's the mortification setting in. 
(laughter) She could answer everything. And it took me a while to understand what that meant. Knowing 
nothing about death. And she looked kind of swollen, you know. And whether it be cancer or not, I 
wouldn't know. But that's how she started to complain. She had taken pyorrhoea, and whether she had 
went in and got the teeth out, and something happened, <..pause..> poison, or something <..pause..> 
maybe like that, something like that. He never ever told us, he was that broken-hearted. 

 

Q. So as a child, who did you play with? Would it be your brothers and your sisters most of the time? Or 
did you play with the kids in the street? 

A. Aye we did, we did play out in the street at <..pause..> well they call it ‘Baseball’. Hitting the ball with the 
bat, you know and then we all scattered over and you run round. We called it Rounders, did you ever 
hear any of your folks call it Rounders? Aye we played at Rounders. And we played at the Skipping 
Rope, and <..pause..> they made them go that way and this way. Do you ever remember that? Aye and 
they were, <..pause..> the laddies were expert at that, too. Aye jumping. 

 

Q. Did the boys play skipping too? 

A. Aye oh aye, we all enjoyed it thoroughly. We used to mix together when we, <..pause..> we got out after 
the meal and that, and some days some fights among them and that, hitting one another. And there was 
one going to school, this boy and another boy fell out, and, <..pause..> we were walking along the road, 
the twelve of us, and eh, <..pause..> the two boys were quarrelling, and eh, <..pause..> this boy was a 
lonesome boy; he wasn't lonesome in nature, but there was nobody else in the family. And this other 
boy, there was quite a squad of them, but the boys were of an age, and they had been arguing, and the 
next thing, his sister and I were walking on and, and the next thing he says, "Peter." I'll call them "Peter 
and Jack." but that'll not bring nothing back. Peter says, (whatever they were arguing about, we weren't 
paying any heed) he says, "If you just lay your head down on that dyke," he says, "and I'll chop if off." 
Well we turned round you know, they were at the back of us, turned around and Jack was laying his 
head down on the dyke like that, and Rachel, <..pause..> she gave one leap. <..pause..> Oh Peter! And she 
tossed him over the dyke, you know. And then Jack became an Insurance Agent, and came to me, and 
I says, "Jack, I can never stop thinking about the time you laid your head, for Peter to knock it off." I 
says, "You were a stubborn brute too." He was a Military Policeman during the war. And eh, <..pause..> I 
said, "You were a stubborn brute right enough." 

 

Q. So were you free to play with anybody you pleased? Your parents didn't care who you played with? 
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A. Oh no! Oh no! They did not. No, that's what I'm saying, my mummy says that when she hears about folk 
talking about, <..pause..> she'll say, "I don't know what they go on about." She says, "I had a few Orange 
neighbours, and <..pause..> fine people. I never had no quarrel with them." 

 

Q. So how did you spend your free time after school hours and weekends? Would it be just playing out? 

A. Well there was nothing else to do, you see. There was nothing else. Maybe there would be a bit concert 
up in the hall, or something. Aye, we had concerts in the hall, which the men sold, <..pause..> they sold 
them at the pit, the tickets. And all in the village went. And, <..pause..> eh, the mine owner, I could name 
him too, came from London, and he had his whole family up in the big house, and they came from the 
station, with their wee truck at the back, when they were having a party, and all their luggage in it. 
(laughter) And big, big black motors and had balls and everything like that. And they came down, and 
the daughters sang and played the piano, and entertained us. And they came out here, the elite from 
Stirling, the families if they had a singer or that, and beknown to them, they would come out and do their 
piece, and things like that. <..pause..> Oh we got really entertained. 

 

Q. So did you have any hobbies yourself? Did you collect anything or? <..pause> 

A. No, I did not, but during the school years, the, <..pause..> as I say they picked on me. "Ellen, you come 
and join us up at the tennis court." You know, at the school, the church-house had a tennis court, and 
you'd be a partner to the teachers. And "Ellen, you go through to the rest-room and make two or three 
dish-towels." (laughter) That was my hobbies, just work and things, you know. They seem to grip on, 
<..pause..> everyone seems to grip on, “She's got a good knack of things.” That I never had any particular 
hobbies. Except, through the years of schooling, they tried their best to put me in the front line, but it 
wasn't possible, with this over, <..pause..> thing that's inside of me. "Ellen, you stay behind, get practice 
for a concert." I was to be the Fairy Queen or something (laughter). Not that I was a beauty, but I was 
good at picking up things, and she picked the two of us; Rachel and me. "You stay behind." after she 
had given us a practice of all we were to do in the singing of songs and that. So, "Rachel, Ellen you sing 
that part of the <..pause..> music," so then (wavery, wavery) <..pause..> (laughter) and then Rachel. And 
Rachel was known, the Bells were known, to have 'bell' voices. So Rachel, (laughter) so Rachel 
because of the song, Rachel was picked, and Rachel was dumb, dumb as ditch-water, but she had a 
beautiful voice. So Rachel was chosen for the Queen. <..pause..> The headmistress was hoping that I 
would master this, you see and, of course, I'm a good enough singer eh, <..pause..> as our Agnes would 
say, "Anybody crawling up that stair," where I lived in Viewfields, "Nellie you sing yourself silly, <..pause..> 
lullabies, and songs, out, <..pause..> we can hear them outside, and the minute they get inside, you're no-
use at all." I said, "Well, I don't mind singing to the children," and singing. Funny thing is my mother 
never ever sang a note in her life. But she loved me to sing to her when there was nobody in. I could 
sing to her without wavering. Isn't that funny? She'd sit there. She'd say, "Nellie would you sing that 
song?" What was it she was awfully fond of ‘My wee thatched cottage’. What was it now? I cannae mind 
their names, I just always knew all the words. "Far away in the hielands, there stands a wee hoose, and 
on the breast of the brae," and eh, <..pause..> I think maybe she liked the Scots words, and that, you 
know. 

 

Q. So did you have any Guides or Brownies at that time? <..pause..> 

A. Aye, but they werenae in rife when I was young. The younger, the younger one, she was in the Guides 
and things like that. 

 

Q. Did you ever get pocket money? 

A. No, we never got pocket money. You got what you needed if you were going any place, that kind of 
way. But the boys got pocket money from their wages, and, <..pause..> first thing was the minute they got 
it in their hand, the dish. It was an old-fashioned dresser my mother had, with shelves and dishes, her 
nice ornaments, and there was one dish, each boy went over, put their two shilling piece in the dish. 
That's right, without being told, they'd be told when they started work what they had to do. That was the, 
what we called the monthly collection for the church, and they just dropped it in no bother at all. Just 
when they got their pocket money. 

 

Q. Right. So what school did you go to? Was it just called Plean Primary? 

A. No, it was Bannockburn, and we had to walk three miles, hail, rain or shine. But I loved the school, I 
really did. I really loved the school. And the teachers were wonderful. Oh the work they did for these 
concerts. They would beat them to a frazzle. They used to make you clothes and tinselled wings. 
<..pause..> Oh, tinsel and glittering and you got your wings on, and you got your, <..pause..> like that. The 
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teachers did all this. And they were held in the Town Hall, you know where <..pause..> and all the 
countryside came to watch the children all acting their part. And you danced and you gave your songs 
and your wee play whatever it was. And they were packed out, packed out. 

 

Q. So what age did you leave school then actually? 

A. Fourteen. 

 

Q. Fourteen. 

A. That's what I'm saying, I shouldn't have left school, I should have went on to College in Glasgow to the 
Gartnethill College in Glasgow, but I wouldn't go. 

 

Q. So where was your first job? It was as a domestic servant? 

A. That's right. 

 

Q. Was that in Stirling, or? <..pause..> 

A. In Stirling. That's what I say, really I never got away from Stirling because of that, because that was you 
in the town, and you just went home on your half-days. You see. 

 

Q. And what was your job designation? What were you a table-maid or a? <..pause..> 

A. Well first of all I started as a nursemaid. 

 

Q. A nursemaid? 

A. To two children. 

 

Q. Oh right! Nanny? 

A. Aye well, not a nanny exactly, just a help, a home-help, but they called you a nursemaid. And you took 
care of the children and did a wee bit of housework. And eh, <..pause..> went walks with the children. 
That was my first job. Well leaving home, my father said, "Now when you go out to work, you give of 
your best, but the day comes when you think you are worth more, you ask for more." So, <..pause..> I 
served there a while, and I says to myself, maybe I'd like something else to do. So the next thing was, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do with the children? Was it just the children that you worked with? Or did 
you do the house as well? 

A. That's what I'm saying, they called you a nursemaid, but you did the house, and you took care of the 
children. And I'll tell you why I left her. I only got once a month, from Saturday ten o'clock to Monday 
morning ten o'clock, that was my whole sight of my family, I never got a sight of my family. From ten 
o'clock on a Monday morning, Saturday morning 'til ten on the Monday. 

 

Q. You got that time off? 

A. For, <..pause..> only once a month. Only once a month.  

 

Q. And you worked seven days the other three weeks? 

A. Every day in the week, every day in the week. (laughter) And I did the housework, and my mother said, 
"When you go out now, don't tell them you can cook or bake because you're far too young," you know. 
We were skilled in all the arts. Eh, <..pause..> so, but 'fidgety', I would go to the cooker, and I would 
thingmy, and she got to know that, so I got leave to prepare dinners and things like that. Then take the 
children away out for walks and that. 

 

Q. Were you the only maid there? 

A. Aye. But that's what they called you, a nursemaid. I could have got a proper one away out at Gartur 
there with Lord Younger, but I wouldn't walk away that distance, from there away out to Gartur in these 
days. So I didn't take that one, I took the lesser one. 
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Q. What sort of wages did you get? Can you remember? 

A. A pound a month.  

 

Q. What did you do with that pound? 

A. Well in that house, I just helped her whatever she was doing. And took the children and in, <..pause..> 

 

Q. No, I mean what did you do with your pound, your wages? What did you do with it? 

A. Oh you went, <..pause..> you just went home and gave it to your parents. And then they gave you 
<..pause..> what you needed, which was you got it all back. For you needed it for your bus fare and wee 
things that you needed, you know. But you always were taught to come and leave it down. Come and 
give it into the home. And then, my father took nothing to do with the girls, he just took to do with the 
boys. And she would give you your, <..pause..> and you would say, "But mother I'm needing a pair of 
shoes." Well then she had to foot the bill to buy you, and you had to wear proper shoes, house shoes or 
slipper like that, but black with a flat heel. You didn't get wearing your high heels or anything like that. 
You'd destroy the carpets. 

 

Q. Did you live-in, in Stirling then? 

A. Aye, aye you had to live-in then. 

 

Q. You had to? 

A. Very, very few people could get out home. 

 

Q. So what was your room like, your quarters? What were they like? 

A. Oh you got a nice enough bedroom, and that, you know. Oh, <..pause..> they were fair enough that way, I 
wouldn't say, I wouldn't run them down as regards your, <..pause..> your thingmy. But, it was, what I fell 
out with her about was, this Saturday, she says, "Ellen you'll have to stay in, because I have to go to the 
dentist, and eh, <..pause..> I don't know what time I'll get back." And eh well, it was well on in the 
afternoon when she came home. Well then I got away, it was at four o'clock or something like that. Aye, 
<..pause..> I mind of that, four o'clock. So I went home, and then I stayed over the Saturday night, 
Monday morning, I stayed on 'til four o'clock and eh, <..pause..> arrives in. <..pause..> Oh, she was like a 
raging bear, she was like a raging bear! She says, "What do you mean returning at this time?" I says, 
"But eh, <..pause..> I didn't get away 'til four o'clock on Saturday. I did you a favour staying with the 
children 'til you came back.” And, I says, "I didn't think that you would think that there was anything 
wrong taking my time off." "You ought to have come in here at ten o'clock this morning." Well, as we 
say, the Irish blood. "Oh", I says, "No." I says. I just got up and I packed my case. I went into my 
bedroom and packed my case, and she says, "What are you doing?" I says, "I'm going home again." 
"Oh, you can't do that, you can't do that." she says, "I'll tell the Father on you." That was the priest. I 
says, "You can tell the Father what you like." We had always courage, that's one thing, shy or no shy. I 
says, "You can tell the Father what you like." I says, "I did you no wrong." I says, "I got away at four 
o'clock, and I've come back at four o'clock. And that's how my time was fixed, ten to ten, and you didn't 
let me away 'til four, so," I says, "I was right in coming back at four." So I just went out and I got the bus 
back home. And, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Now long had you been with her then? 

A. I was about a year I think. Aye, I think about a year. 

 

Q. That was the one your sister got you? That was the job your sister got you? 

A. Aye, that was the first one after I left her. <..pause..> So then I went home. And the next one was, 
<..pause..> So my mother says, she says <..pause..> when I went into the house, she says, "Yes your 
father," they called it the green, and there were no green, it was <..pause..> the grass was all away, you 
know. She says, "Your father saw you coming across." He says, "I think this is our Nellie coming back." 
She says, "It can't be, Frank." "Yes, because here you are!" She says, "What happened?" So I told her. 
"Oh well," she says, "if that's how you felt," she said; "you did no wrong." Ah! But there again the kind of 
family we were. My mother said, "You'll come with me." So mother dresses herself, and takes me back. 
<..pause..> (laughter) Oh! The mistress was <..pause..> up to 'high dough', I could see the 'glee in her ee'. 
(laughter) Sat down in the drawing room, and eh, <..pause..> "Oh!", she says, "Good afternoon, Mrs. 
******” "Yes," she says, "it's a nice afternoon. But," she says, "I'm here to find out the real reason for 
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Ellen coming home." And, eh, <..pause..> "Well," she says, "I was annoyed." and eh, <..pause..> "Well.” 
<..pause..> she says, I think she thought my mother was bringing me back, she says, "Well." <..pause..> 
When she had told us, "Well." she says, "Well that's all right then." She says, "That's all I came here for 
to know if she was speaking the truth. So," she says, "I think she was quite within her rights." and she 
got up and away we went again! (laughter) So wait 'til you hear the next one. We went up to the 
Registrar Office. This older sister was making a name for herself in Service, you see, and she says 
<..pause..> I says, "I'm looking for another situation, Miss Brownlee." You called her, Miss Brownlee. "Oh 
no, no bother getting you ****** fixed up." she says, "What <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was this the Servants' Register, or something? 

A. Aye, the Servants' Register. She says, "Oh! I've no bother getting you ****** fixed up." And she says, 
"Well, I've one here," she says, "for the Royal Infirmary. They're looking for a doctor's maid and 
answering the telephone. That would be your duties." She said, "Would you care to go there?" Well it 
was just up the road from the address, you see, find and handy, you see. I says, "Well, I'll go up and 
see." So I went up, and a big drawing-room, <..pause..> from here to yonder, and the table, and one lady 
sitting there and one lady sitting here. And of course, they were matrons, this room was for the real 
matron; this one was the one that was taking over. And I sat in here, and em, <..pause..> and the old lady 
said, "And why are you leaving your situation?" She says, "What did you do?" I says, "I was nursemaid 
to two children." "Mm hmm, <..pause..> and why are you leaving?" I says, "Well, in the first place, I want 
to get further on." but I says, "The real reason for leaving was that she sort of cut short my time off." 
"Oh! What time off did you get?" So I told her, once a month, a couple hours once a month. "Mh hm.” 
<..pause..> And then, the firey, the wee firey bit about the Father and she would tell the Father, and I just 
walked out on her. I saw the smile going over their faces, you know. "Well anyway," she says, "you 
would like to work here?" I says, "Well, <..pause..> I'll try anyway." And so I got the job. So there I was. 
<..pause..> I did the doctors' rooms and I waited their table, and that, you know, and I answered all the 
phone calls, and, <..pause..> (laughter) I was the runner, as you may say when the phone went, to the 
wards. There weren't many wards then. There were one, two, three, four. And, eh, <..pause..> well I liked 
it fine, I liked it fine. 

 

Q. So how long were you there? 

A. And eh <..pause..> a couple years there. 

 

Q. What wages did you get? 

A. And at that time it was two pounds 

 

Q. A month? 

A. Two pounds. 

 

Q. Did you live-in there as well? 

A. Two, a couple of years I was there. 

 

Q. Did you live-in there though as well? 

A. Oh! Aye, aye you lived-in. 

 

Q. Where were your parents at this time then? They had moved into Stirling? But whereabouts in Stirling 
were they? 

A. Oh no! My parents hadnae. <..pause..> I'm saying, I never went back to Plean. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Oh just you! I see. 

A. <..pause..> From when I was fourteen, you see. I just went to visit home, and that, and time marched on 
and that. And, <..pause..> I went, <..pause..> that's all you moved from place to place for, was higher 
wages, you see. The more experience you had, <..pause..> (laughter) the better wage you got. But all the 
time I was there the nurses used to torment me. "Ellen are you Irish?" I'd say, "No." "Well you talk with a 
brogue." I says, "Well I maybe can't help that, because father and mother are Irish, but," I says, "we 
were all born in Scotland." Except the second, not the oldest one, the second one was born in Ireland, 
but the rest were all born in Scotland. Stephen was born in Ireland they must have took a trip home or 
something and Stephen was born. But they were all Scottish born. "But yes, yes <..pause..> because 
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sometimes you talk with an Irish brogue. And would you not like to go <..pause..> up to the Rose Margaret 
Hospital in Edinburgh and be a nurse?" “Oh well!” <..pause..> (laughter) <..pause..> it came again. “Oh no, 
away up to Edinburgh, no, I couldn't leave my mum.” I don't know why it was. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So what did you do? Why did you leave in the end then? 

A. Eh, well advancement, you see. So the next job that I took was <..pause..> my sister, says "We'll go to 
Canada. We'll emigrate to Canada." So she went, she got papers and that, and eh, <..pause..> I says, 
"Oh no Kate, I couldn't leave my mother." (laughter) "I couldn't leave my mother." So she took a job, 
prior to going to Canada, and Miss Brownlee, three pounds ten a month. A fortune, and free insurance. 

 

Q. Free insurance? 

A. You had your insurance off your wages normally, like they do in your work. But this lady paid that for 
you too. You got your three pound ten you got in your hand every month. And half-day Saturday, half-
day Wednesday, and a half-day Sunday, and a full Monday from ten o'clock in the morning 'til ten at 
night; because they went to Glasgow themselves, once a month, to look into matters, and you got the 
day off too. Well she got on with her savings, and on with her savings and then she said, "I hate telling 
them I'm going away." (laughter) <..pause..> She says, "I hate telling them I'm going away. They're that 
nice, you know." She says, "What am I going to do Mother?" "Well," she says, "it's up to you," she says. 
She says, "Tell them." She says, "It's the only honest thing to do." But she changed her mind and it was 
America she was going to by this time, America. Because her boyfriend had moved across to America 
by this time. We didn't know that, but that's why she changed the name from Canada to America. She 
says, "Well just,” <..pause..> So she went in and she told them and she says, "But, I have a younger 
sister. She is looking for another situation, and she is quite capable." Well that was fine. “Just send in 
the younger sister.” So she went away, and the younger sister went in. And I wasn't long in, "Ellen, we 
like Catherine very much, but we just love you." (laughter) I have that capacity, I don't know what it is, I 
don't do anything, but that's, <..pause..> And when time went on, "Ellen you deserve gold medals for your 
cooking, really deserve gold medals for your cooking." Well, I got first in cookery class and things like 
that, sewing and things like that but I never thought anything of that. 

 

Q. What were the quarters like there, were they just the same? Your live-in? <..pause..> 

A. I lived in and wait 'til you hear this. Talk about living in luxury! I came down in the morning at six o'clock, 
went to the kitchen, put on the big range. Oh! A beautiful house. <..pause..> They were just two spinsters. 
The one, <..pause..> you know, <..pause..> Have you ever seen pictures of the old Queen, not the one the 
now, her husband's mother, old Queen Mary? The big tall one; old fashioned pictures. One of them 
was, <..pause..> she dressed herself like that, her hair and everything. And you know how she dressed 
her hair? Wee bits of paper. Went upstair at night, and you would see her performing in the bedroom 
and that, putting her wee bit curls in, and you would bid her goodnight, and she'd bid you goodnight, 
and then away to bed. Up in the morning, the three of us, not me just alone, I used to, <..pause..> You got 
trays to carry up to other folks in other places, but not them, they didn't believe in that. Plenty of silver 
though, and eh, <..pause..> we all went down the stair. So in the days of no Hoovers and that, you carpet-
brushed the carpets. And usually, mostly there was a surround of linoleum, and you did that. You did 
the fireplace. Well after you'd done that, ordinarily you'd all the furniture to see to. Well you just walked 
out of that room and the two of them did the rest. (laughter) They did the rest, with grey overalls over 
their clothes. Into another room and did the same again and so on. So there I was in the lap of luxury. 
Then came the day when my husband says, "We'll get married." "Och!" I says, "I've no intentions of 
getting married." Oh! <..pause..> (laughter) 

 

Q. And how long how had you been going with him then? 

A. Twenty, eh, <..pause..> oh, we had met, we had know each other all the days, well from, when I was 
about seventeen in the village, and eh, <..pause..> then, "Och!" I said, "I've no notion to get married 
Peter." I says, "This is money for clover this." "Oh aye, well I've waited long enough.” <..pause..> Anyway, 
his mother was the midwife in the village, and she'd let half her house to the surgery doctors, Dr. 
Morrison and two or three others. And eh, <..pause..> it was divided so they could get cut through to their 
surgery without disturbing the family, and eh. <..pause..> Oh, oh! we'd have to get married. So wait 'til you 
see how he trapped me into it. He says, it was a Sunday, and he says, "Now come on." he says, "Fix a 
date," he says, "for getting married." 

 

Q. Were you engaged at this time, or did you not get engaged? 
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A. Aye, aye, we had a ring. But then we were fond of Edinburgh because that's; his folks originally came 
from Edinburgh. He had lots of folks and relations in Edinburgh and the outskirts of Edinburgh. 
Everything we did we went to Edinburgh. And then I said, "I don't <..pause..> want to get married." He 
says, "Och!" I says, "I'll tell you what (laughter) <..pause..> I'll tell you what." I says, "If you go down to the 
Italian shop, you know, and get me a box, get me a box of chocolate almond whirls," I says, "we'll get 
married when I get my holidays." (laughter) You know what he did, this is my nature again. Going 
through the house, we were sitting in the surgery, you see, you go through the house, and his cousins 
were there visiting their granny and that. And they were twins, two twins, two lassie twins, and they 
came dashing in, the minute he went, disappeared, the surgery door opened, "Oh, oh <..pause..> we're 
awfully glad, Peter was telling us, Peter was telling us you're going to get married in your holidays!" Oh! 
<..pause..> That Irish temper. See if I had, had him. Oh! I don't know what I would have said. But, I 
couldn't say it to them. So I just laughed, you know. He came back in. I says, "What did you do that 
for?" He says, "What did I do what for?" I says, "You went through there, when you were going out, 
and," I says, "you told them, you told them all that we were getting married." "Well", he says, "That's 
what you said!" (laughter) He said, "That's what you said!" (laughter) I says, "Well," <..pause..> I says, "I 
wouldn't mind about your cousins, but I'm not going to hurt your mother by saying we're not." (laughter) I 
says, "I'm not going to hurt your mother." She again said, "I'm glad you're marrying Peter, Nellie", she 
said, "I love you." (laughter) "I'm glad." He was the youngest, he was a spoilt brat. As has always been, 
but good otherwise, you know. But oh spoilt! I didnae know that at that time. So that marched on, and 
we got married, and I, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you leave your work then? 

A. No, no, I says, "How am I going to do this?" I says, "I couldn't hurt these folks." I said, "I wouldn't like to 
leave them." I says, and "What am I going to do?" "Ah well," he says, "don't tell them." So we carried on. 
We didn't tell them. We had a quiet, <..pause..> my daddy was ill with cancer at this time, you see, so, I 
says to my mother, "I'm not wanting a big wedding mummy." I says, "We'll just go to the church and 
come back, and away to Edinburgh." you see, to some of his folks for our honeymoon. And we went to 
Edinburgh, away in the outskirts of Edinburgh. 

 

Q. What year would that be about? 

A. 1928. 

 

Q. 1928. 

A. So, we went there, and we came back and there was, <..pause..> Oh! Another shock. Another shock! I 
opened the door when I came back, and the first thing she said, "Ellen you're just like the little duchess." 
The Duchess of York had been in Stirling. (laughter) The Duchess of York had been touring Stirling, and 
they'd all got a good look at her, you see, and I was about the same height as her, and I had, <..pause..> 
when I thought again, I says to myself, "God it's no wonder." because I'd picked clothes similar to what 
she was wearing. <..pause..> It was pale blue, it was a pale blue with whitey grey fur round here, in the 
hat, and when I thought of it, that's just who I was like. 

 

Q. So was it a church in Stirling that you got married? 

A. No, no in Cowie. 

 

Q. In Cowie, and then you went to Edinburgh to his folks? 

A. Aye, and they didn't know, you see, and eh, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Where did you live then? Where were you both living? 

A. Oh we just stayed with his mother, you see. We just stayed with his mother. There was only his mother 
and father left by that time too. And we just got the room off her. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you carry on working and living in at that home, at that place where you worked? 

A. Aye, aye, I just went home on half days, 'til - wait 'til you hear this. Oh dear! And then eh, the half days, 
and the half days and time marched on, and this day, oh, oh, <..pause..> "Ellen, we were in having a talk 
with Miss Brownlee." she says. "We go in occasionally, you know." All mistresses did, you see. Picking 
her knowledge of the best maids. <..pause..> The woman knew who was good and who was bad. She 
says, "We were in at Miss Brownlee's," she says, "having a little chat with her, and she says there was 
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somebody in after your situation." (laughter) Oh! I started to roar and cry. She says, "Don't cry, Ellen." I 
says, "But, I ought to have told you. <..pause..> I ought to have told you in the beginning." She said, "Well 
anyway," she says, "it's alright", she says, "you're not going to leave us are you?" I said, "Oh no!" I says, 
"I won't leave you until I have to leave you." So, I worked on and worked on and then, the time came 
when I had to leave. I'd be about two years married before I had John. And, eh, <..pause..> she said, "Do 
you know anybody that could get for us Ellen, somebody like yourself, and that?" Well I knew a girl, my 
pal, my real pal. But anytime, they would say to me, at night, "Ellen, do you want out to visit any of your 
little friends." And I'd say, "I'll go out for a wee while." and I'd go and see this one and that one, you see. 
Whatever house they were in. And this one she was in the big house in Clifford Road, and she lived just 
a wee bit from me and I went to see her and there she was. They were always telling me about my 
immaculate uniform, and who made your uniform, and I made all my own aprons, as I tell you from my 
mother. They could all tell me that from the beginning. "I see you make your own aprons and caps." And 
eh,” <..pause..> she says, “eh,” <..pause..> I goes in, and I sees her and there she's poking at a big range, 
and she's trying to use the kitchen table, and the boys; there were three laddies running about poking 
rods into the fire and coming back. On the table, <..pause..> and the blasted burnt wood up your nostrils 
and everything. I says, "Oh, Maggie how do you stick this, I would never have stuck this." And she 
wouldn't have half the wage that I was getting. And however, that went on, but she was idle, it so 
happened, when it came time for me to leave. So I just went up to her, and I says, "Maggie," I says, "I'm 
gonna leave now," I says, "and they're asking me if I know somebody like myself. Well," I says, "the 
nearest person is to you except you've not been in a recent job," but I says, "I'll give you a few hints and 
you'll maybe take over." So she went in, and that was fine, they were quite delighted. So the mistresses 
were quite delighted with Margaret. But, Margaret came home, (laughter) Margaret came home on half 
days to visit me, and she'd say, "Oh dear! I don't know how you stuck it." I'd get, <..pause..> I'd say, "What 
did you mean, you don't know how I stuck it?" I says, "It was money for nothing." "Aye maybe money for 
nothing, but eh, <..pause..> I got a row for the pot lids all being out of place." The kitchen was about from 
here to there, and the pot lids ran in their different sizes up the wall. No bother at all. You see, she had 
just hooked them up any tapsill-terrie way at all. What was the next one? "Em, <..pause...> Margaret, 
we had lesser coal bills when Ellen was here. Seem to have went up a lot since you've been here." 
"How did you manage that? The range burns the coal, I don't eat it." (laughter) I says, "No Maggie, but," 
I says, "they come in the morning, and they eh, <..pause..> the munching hour, they come in and they 
give you their box of sweets with a wee fork to take your pick. They go out and they bring you back 
library books and then when you're finished at night, you can sit at the heat of the range and read your 
books. And," I says, "you don't need to put on any more coal on." She would be heaping it up 'til she 
would go up to her bed. So I says, "That's where you're giving them higher coal bills." I says, "You're no 
reader, but whatever you're doing, you're burning the coal." So anyway, that was that, full of complaints. 
"Ellen, eh, <..pause..> used to get a bus at the foot of Snowdon Place at two o'clock, on all her half days, 
and you Margaret are still here almost up until four o'clock; what do you be doing?" She says, "How did 
you manage that after lunch?" I says, "Well I managed it for the simple reason that I served them, came 
through, washed up dib-a-dib-a-dib, (laughter) and watched the clock, and I never sat down 'til I was 
ready and caught that bus at five past two at the bottom of Clifford Road." I says, "You plan all these 
things, Maggie." She was that lackadaisical type. "You've to plan it all Maggie, that's how I did all that." 
And, eh, <..pause..> "Your dusters Maggie. You never wash your dusters when you're finished." I says, "I 
told you; though the dusters are not needing washed, wet them and put them on the pulley!" She didnae 
do that either, she did nothing I told her. And eh,” <..pause..> "I'm not going to wash the grate and the 
window ledges." I says, "You're what?" I says, "I got a Shetland cardigan given to me for going out in 
the cold to do the front doorstep." "You'll need it, Ellen." A beautiful Shetland cardigan. What would you 
not do for folks like that? (laughter) I never thought, I wasnae needing a cardigan, but I didnae reject it. 
And I washed the gates, there was a wee bit dust in between the irons, you see, and the wee bit dust off 
the front ledges of the oriel windows, you know, wiped that with a cloth before I started on the doorstep. 
I says, "Yes, if you value your job," I says, "you'll wash a” <..pause..> "I'm not going to have all the milk 
boys and the paper boys laughing at me." I says, "I wouldn't care who laughed at me." (laughter) I was 
getting my money's worth. So I <..pause..> told her about that, I don't know if she stopped that. And then, 
"They're telling me they had the nicest front door in Snowdon Place when Ellen was here." I says, "What 
do you mean?" She says, "I don't know." I says, "What's wrong?" I says, "You do the doorstep, you do 
the steps, you do the,” <..pause..> I says, "You're doing the gates as well." "Aye, oh aye, I do that." I says, 
"Well what is it?" "Well," she says, “they talk about whirls." "Oh!", I says, "Och that's easy corrected, 
Maggie." I says; just the steps were longer than that table, they were the breadth of that table, and they 
were away long here. So you are not to have any knowledge of sandstone, a rubbing stone? Do you? 
Ah! well you'd to sandstone all the, <..pause..> and there were one, two, three, four, and two big squares 
at either end, and down the front. So after I put it on, I took, <..pause..> I run with my pad, <..pause..> whop 
and then I'd run like a caper because you couldn't go the whole stretch, doing that. You see, you 
couldn't go from pillar, from one end of the stair to that end without stopping in the middle. So I ran 
across it every morning. And every morning you did it. And there weren't a blemish on this grey stone. 
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She says, "We were never, <..pause..> the loveliest door." And she says, "What's the top dusting that you 
do on a Monday morning?" "Ellen, used to top dust every Monday morning." She says, "What's top 
dusting?" You see, my mother being a servant herself, we had the full knowledge of how to run a house. 
She says, "What's your top dusting?" "Well," I says, "the hall and the curtains, take the duster and the 
doors and up and out to the front door and up and <..pause..> polish” <..pause..> (laughter) It was just filling 
in time. You know what I did my stair with? Just two folks in the house, a duster. A duster. Never used a 
brush. 

 

Q. So did you ever go back to work again, any kind of work again, after you got married? 

A. Aye, aye I've worked eh, <..pause..> settled in married life and reared the children. And I put one to the 
dancing, and eh, <..pause..> Fay went to country dancing. John went to all kinds of sports, fishing and 
things like that, bike rides. And then the war again. War came. "You're not going out to work." Same 
thing, you see. That's what he says, "You're not making a fool of me, working." Wives didn't work then, I 
don't suppose, unless they were attached to big houses like gardener and cook, and things like that. 
And eh, <..pause..> he says, "You're not going out to work." I says, "Well, but the children are good 
children and" I says, "Mrs. McGregor," this was an old neighbour, I says, "she says," anytime I went to 
my mother's from the town, she'd say, "I'll keep an eye on your fire, Mrs. ******, and I'll put the guard up 
and I'll watch the children,” <..pause..> and I was always back for four o'clock, you see, <..pause..> “'til you 
come home. Don't you worry, now, I'll be up and down, and watch the house." and that went on. But at 
eleven o'clock I sees this advert in the paper, <..pause..> at, <..pause..> when Frances was eleven, the 
youngest one, I says, "Peter, there's an advert in the paper in the Abbey Craig, (laughter) <..pause..> 
wants a hand, a beautiful hand ironer, part-time." 

 

Q. Was that the Abbey Craig Laundry? 

A. The Abbey Craig Laundry. They want a beautiful hand ironer. I says, "Well I've enough guts to know 
that I could go down and take a job with the Queen." So I says, "I'm going after that part-time job, and I'll 
only be away from the children for a wee while." 

 

Q. So what year was that then? 

A. Now what age do I? <..pause..> Och I'll not tell you the year, but I'll tell you I think I was thirty-nine. 

 

Q. Just when the war started? 

A. I was thirty-nine. 

 

Q. Oh you were thirty-nine! 

A. I was thirty-nine. And 1910 <..pause..> what age would I be? I would be thirty-nine, would I? Aye, I would 
be, would I? I was thirty-nine. 

 

Q. And you were born in 1910 so it was 1949? 

A. Born in 1910. When I got this job, <..pause..> the children were, <..pause..> the youngest was only eleven. 

 

Q. That was after the Second World War then? 

A. Aye, this was the other World War that I've lived through. 

 

Q. But that was after, '49 is after the Second World War. 

A. Aye. So, <..pause..> I went out, <..pause..> and eh, <..pause..> "Have you ever worked in a laundry before?" 
says the Manageress. I says, "No," but I says, "I was in Domestic Service and," I says, "I have worked. I 
have been honoured for my hand-ironing." I says, "Lords and ladies, real titled folk, sisters and brothers 
of the families I worked for," I says, "admired my handiwork." "Oh! <..pause..> Mm, well.” <..pause..> I 
wasn't long started when the Manager says, <..pause..> No this girl; the work came from the wash-house 
and the stuff came up in bulk, and when you finished it, you'd to wait 'til some more came up. Not that 
you'd got long to wait, but it would just be some fault, and while doing, waiting, we're all just standing 
idling at their tables. And this girl in front of me was a presser, and I went in - she had a part presser 
there, and a part presser there - and I went in and I says, "I'll take this one and help you," you know, "'til 
my work comes up." So I goes in and I'm pressing away, good style, I was never in a laundry in my life, 
helping the girl. I'd been watching what she was doing. The manageress comes down, and she says, 
"Mrs.******," she says, "you've to come out from the presser." "Ah but," I says, "I'm just helping the wee 
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girl." She says, "Yes, I know that," she says, "but the boss is standing up at the desk," and he says, 
"there're no two girls should be in at the machine." No two persons in at the machine. "But," I says, 
"there's no two persons, I'm just waiting on some work coming up." She says, "I know that, but I've got 
my orders. There's to be no two persons at the machine." Well I came out, (laughter) and the stir of 
blood came up again! So I ran up to the desk, I says, "Mrs. Wilson," she was - she went away to 
America too, I says, "Mrs. Wilson, just take my notice." "What's the matter, Mrs. ******." I says, "I'm this 
age, and I never was chastised.” <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you hand in your notice immediately? 

A. Well for her, <..pause..> "For your sake, Mrs. Wilson," because she would need to have had the bother of 
getting someone else, so I said, "I'll go back to my table." So I settled down calmly enough, and thought 
that was terrible to not help somebody. And eh, <..pause..> time marched on, <..pause..> "Mrs. ******, I'm 
setting up a new machine and you'll try it out." I said, "I've never worked in a laundry." <..pause..> by the 
male manager, of the whole laundry that is, "I never was in a laundry in my life, I know nothing about the 
machine." "Ah! You'll catch up." I said, "But I'm terrified." "No need to be terrified." I said, "Well what if 
something happens?" So, new machinery, new machinery - Mrs. ****** <..pause..> until at last the 
manageress, the one that took over from the Mrs. Wilson, a Causewayhead woman, business family in 
Causewayhead, she was the manageress. Nettie, Nettie took over, and Nettie took a heartattack. I was 
Nettie's right-hand, if you may say, like my mother's. Nettie would say, "Mrs. ****** do this, do that." That 
went on through and did my own job, and did all these extras, and eh, <..pause..> in time she took a heart 
attack and then she said she wasn't coming back, she wouldn't be able. And called to the office, "Mrs. 
******, will you take over for Nettie." I says, "No." "What?" I says, "No," I says, "I'm quite happy doing, 
working the way I have done since I came to the laundry." By this time I had been in it twenty years. "I'm 
quite happy the way I've been working." "But there's nobody else can do the work." I says, "I don't care." 
And I can't mention his name, I says, "I don't care." but I says, "You can find somebody else and I'll do 
for them what I did for Nettie. I'll keep them right." And I went about, I went about, and everyone in the 
laundry's saying, "I wonder who'll get Nettie's job?" And I'm sitting, tearing my stomach to bits, because 
I couldn't say, you know. "I wonder who'll get Nettie's job, I wonder who'll get Nettie's job?" 

 

Q. Were you still working part-time then? 

A. No, no, I was full-time long before that. When Frances and them started to work, you see. I had no need 
to care for them then. And eh, <..pause..> oh my guts was going over every time anybody would say, 
“Who's getting Nettie's job?" Well one day I just couldn't control it any longer, sitting at the lunch table. 
"Oh," I says, "I've been offered it, but I've told them I don't want it." "What?" I says, "I don't like him. 
Maybe if it had been somebody else, but I don't like him. Never did like him since he came in." Oh! 
<..pause..> So that was it out in the open. Then the bonus man came down, "Mrs. ******." Oh him and I 
got on like a house on fire. "Mrs. ******, Mr. Carruthers wants to see you." It was the son by this time; 
the old man that had chastised me when I was, <..pause..> in the early days for helping out; I was to stay 
at my own place. Eh, <..pause..> Mr. Hornby we called him because the father had been still there when - 
before he died. "You want to see me Mr. Hornby.” "Yes, just sit down, Nellie." And he was standing with 
his hands behind him. Mrs. Carruthers is sitting. He says, "Mr. Campbell says that, he can't get you to 
take Nettie's job." He says, "What's the matter?" I says, "Well." I didnae tell him I didn't like Mr. 
Campbell. I says, "Well really," I says, "I think I'm too old now, not that I'm afraid of the work, or 
anything, or the responsibility but," I says, "there's lots of lassies been in longer than me, you know," I 
says, "that <..pause..> I think they would be quite capable. I would help them a lot." "But, Mrs. ******, we 
want you, we want you.” I says, "Well, but I don't want to." I says "I just couldn't take it Mr. Carruthers. 
I'm quite happy, I'm willing to do anything to help them but I don't want the responsibility. I'm not taking 
it." Well, he was like a spitten, <..pause..> this manager was like a spitten dowl. And I cannae recollect 
what he said to me when I came out. I don't know what he said. I just can't, I was that mad with anger at 
him trying to force me to take it, you see. He wouldn't let me off the hook at all. And eh, <..pause..> I just 
run into his office, I says, "Just give me my books, right now." You cannae control this Irish temper, you 
know, when you think you're getting ridden. "So," I says, "just you give me my books," I says, "tonight." I 
says, "I'm taking no more." And I took them, came home - goes out onto the floor and I told this Spanish 
girl. She made a friend of me and I kept her happy - her being - she came from Gibraltar during the war 
over to Britain. And eh, <..pause..> I says, "Now, you Marina," I says, "you; they know that you and I are 
close," I says, "you're the likely one when I disappear from this laundry, to go round with the gratis 
sheet." You know what I mean, how they go round and gather for you. I says, "Don't you dare. Don't you 
dare! Because," I says, "I'm leaving because of that man and," I says, "it's nobody's fault. So don't you 
dare to go round with a sheet. I'll not accept it." So I came home, and over the weekend be about the 
weekend, then in comes the letter. Oh, oh <..pause..> "Dear Nellie," <..pause..> Oh! I broke my heart at, 
<..pause..> Oh dear! "I was sad. Oh,” he says, "when I got to know you had left. And I passed by," he 
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says, "and you were in at the collar machine and <..pause… I thought you were quite happy after this 
interview." Him saying to take it, you see. And eh, <..pause..> I says, "No." And he says, "You were quite 
happy when I passed you by. Then," he says, "they came and told me on the Monday morning that you 
had left and Marina said," they were fond of Marina you know, she was a nice lassie, "Marina said, that 
you really meant it." (laughter) He has this all in the letter. "But," he says, "would you please come back 
when you get a little rest." No amount of work bothers me. "When you get a little rest." He says, "And I 
spoke to Mr. Campbell and I think he was a bit upset, because he is not keeping very well." 

 

Q. So did you ever go back then? 

A. No, no I wrote him a letter. 

 

Q. Well can I just get back to when you first got married? What was your husband's job? 

A. He had a million jobs. First of all when I married him he was going to be chauffeur to the top doctor. 
Mother gave him the money to go in and take his learning in the town, Owens's Garage, you'll not know 
about that either. You know where you got the bus coming out here, at the, <..pause..> you know at the 
cake shop where you got the bus there recently, not before they diverted it - the Beacon! You come 
down the Terraces, cross the Beacon and you stand and get all the buses. Where you used to. I don't 
think you do it now, do you? 

 

Q. I've no idea. 

A. Neither have I, because I've never been in since they twisted it down the Wellgreen. Well what shop 
was it? It was a bakery. It was a bakery shop, then folks bought their cakes, and you stood waiting on 
the bus coming out the town. Well there is a vennel there, and eh, <..pause..> it was in that vennel. So 
that's where Owens's structure was. It's a Somerville [Somers] the joiner that's in it now. Do you know 
that? 

 

Q. I know where you are now. 

A. Aye, well it was Owens's Garage at that time. And eh, <..pause..> you had to pay for your tuition and all 
that. So after he got his learning, before he was finished, the doctor's daughter was found to have 
tuberculosis. So he 'panically' put her over to Switzerland, and then he said, "I'm awfully sorry, Peter, I 
can't engage you because it takes so much to keep her there." Well he just diddled about from job to 
job. But after I got married - mind I told you about the job I had in the infirmary - well my eldest sister 
was widowed by that time, and she was working in this new place. And we were residing in Stirling. She 
came home, she says, "The porter has died eh,” <..pause..> No first of all it was me. "The Matron wants to 
know what you are doing now, Ellen." "What's Ellen doing now since she has settled down in married 
life." "She's not doing anything." That was before I had John, you see. 

 

Q. Where were you living then? 

A. In Stirling. 

 

Q. And you had been living with your husband's parents in Edinburgh? Is that right? 

A. No, no that was at the very beginning, you know when I was in Service, you know. We went for our 
honeymoon. But I was still in Stirling, you know what I mean. But his folks came from Edinburgh side, 
and we went a lot to Edinburgh. We didn't live in Edinburgh. 

 

Q. Where did you finally get your house together then? 

A. In Stirling. 

 

Q. Whereabouts in Stirling? 

A. Ah, next to the County Court, I'll give you that much. But no, <..pause..> re-modernised into luxury flatlets. 
Do you know that bit? Where there is a chip shop. 

 

Q. Was it through the Council that, or was it private? 

A. Oh no, no private. "Get out of this house." if you turned the wrong way. And the landlord came with his 
buttonhole and his bowler, and his "Tut, tut, tut," and his stick, "I see your boy has a hurdy-gurdy down 
there". "It's not my boy." "Oh it's not your boy." But he would find out. "If he doesn't get rid of it, get out 
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of the house." Threats galore and they did nothing for you. And I put in grates and eh, <..pause..> 
electricity and eh, <..pause..> modernized the house, every way. And he never said you did it, when he 
came around once a month. And, the boy as I told you went away early, trying himself out for mission 
work, and somebody gave him a wee pup, and he says, "Is that your dog down there?" Well my sister 
had her own house across at Knowle’s Furniture shop, you know, on the corner of, <..pause..> and I says, 
"No, it's my sister's across the road." "If you don't get rid of it, you'll have to get out of the house." 
Nothing satisfied him, if nothing pleased him. He wouldn't let you breath.[breathe] He wouldn't let you 
breath. 

 

Q. And was he a Stirling man himself? 

A. Aye, Bellfield Road, he was an ex-Provost. I'll not tell you his name. An ex-Provost. And another girl 
went home to Falkirk, her father was a widow, by this time, and she overstayed her stay and she didn't 
come home in time for his coming for the rent on a Monday morning. She got a letter saying, she would 
have to vacate the house. And we were all to pay a month in advance, that's the only torturous bit I 
came through. 

 

Q. So what was your husband's wage then? Can you remember? 

A. Aye, well as I was telling you he did anything, until this time. First of all Matron asked me take over for 
the telephones and the doctors' room until she could get somebody that, I would pick somebody that 
would be capable of doing it when I would show her how. So I went back to her for a while, and then, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Had you no family then? 

A. No. That was contact back with the Matron, you see. And eh, <..pause..> then that was when I had 
worked with her in the doctors up in the old place. And my sister come, and she says, "Nellie," she says, 
"the porter has died." she says, "and Matron was saying what was Nellie's husband doing?" And what 
was he doing at the time? Oh, aye I think it was with Walls, I think he was with Walls. [oatmeal] Do you 
know them? 

 

Q. I've heard of them. 

A. Down, down, <..pause..> aye, I think he was working with him. And he had two pound a week, two pound 
a week. And she says she was asking and eh, <..pause..> well Peter knew their ways and that. "Oh aye!" 
he says, "I'll go out and serve." Well he was out there and he served quite a long time, until they had to 
advertise it, you see. So the day came when the adverts were all, <..pause..> they were getting their 
review for the job. Of course, the porter, the head porter that was there, this was the next porter that 
had died, that had the house, the porter that had the house, as I told you he knew me, and they were all 
delighted, they were all getting on well and that, and the Matron liked him. And then the boardroom 
meeting, and the head porter was always going out, and he was aye going like this to Peter; them that 
was sitting or waiting and there was Tom, <..pause..> aye giving Peter the wink - and it was hunky dory 
for him. Until at last, <..pause..> he didn't get it. I says, "You didn't get it, and the Matron all for you, and 
Mr. Thomson, the Director that used to visit my job." These two ladies; he did their banking work and 
things. And they brought me boxes of chocolates too. Oh dear, dear! Japan boxes. Oh! The things I've 
thrown away, or let the children destroy - it's no easy. And eh, <..pause..> "Are you aware the little dark 
haired girl that worked in Snowdon Place. Do you see he married her.” <..pause..> So that's another vote. 
And then he didn't get it. Oh he broke his heart! And, I says, "Why do you think?" "One vote," he says. 
"Oh I know how I didn't get it." He says, "One vote." And I says, "Who's vote was that?" And he says, 
"Need you ask." I says, "Who's?” "Captain McCutcheon, the Treasurer's". I says, "And what did he do? 
Why did he throw his vote the other way?" He says, "Because," he says, "he had overtime to pay me, 
and," he says, "I jarred him about it one day. So he had it under his skin." You see, they didn't pay him 
it. And he jarred him about it. And, I know he was a man like that. Because as I tell you, in the while 
Matron asked me to come and sort of get her a recruit that would be able to handle the wee exchange 
part and do the doctors work before I would leave, and eh, <..pause..> the head girl came into his office. 
She says, "Ellen, would you come with a broom and a pan, and switch up some,” <..pause..> His was in 
the line of the doctors' places, you see, his room, the secretarial room, and I says, <..pause..> "Mr. 
McCutcheon sent me out for a eh, <..pause..> if you'd come with a brush pan and that, and lift up this 
dust." I says, "What?" (laughter) "What?!", I says, "I did that room thoroughly as I always do." and I 
says, "I'm fetching no dust pan and brush at Captain McCutcheon's beck." "Oh Ellen don't take it that 
way." I says, "I am taking it that way." So away she went and she told him. So she came back, she 
says, "It's, it's because we've moved a cabinet." But it was too late. (laughter) It was too late! There was 
no appeasing me. She says, "It's because,” <..pause..> She says, "I ought to have told you that in the first 
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place." They had moved files, you see, and you know what files are. You couldnae move them with a 
truck until you took them bit by bit. "No," she says, "he wanted the re-arrangement and," she says, 
"we've been shifting the files, and,” <..pause..> Well goodness gracious could she not have forgot what 
Captain McCutcheon told her, and come out and got the brush and pan herself, and did it? Couldn't 
she? But it was him, Captain McCutcheon. After what he had done to Peter. And then I minded what he 
had done to Peter too - later on what he had did to Peter. So it was a soldier, which I didnae grudge - a 
twelve year soldier, coming off, you know, just coming off of his twelve years - that got the job. Well I 
wasn't a bit put out at that, because the fellow deserved it. Didn't he? Away serving for twelve years. But 
it was Peter's job all the way, before and after, if he hadnae threw his vote the other way. And then he 
just - what did he do then? He was up in a pub in Callander, Mr. ******, I don't know, Mr. ******, he was 
in the fire service all during the war. He was in the blitz’s and all that sort of thing, during the war. When 
he left the fire service, which he should have never have done, he went back into pubs, barman in pubs. 
And then Mr. Adams, that had the Golden Lion Hotel, my sister was his housekeeper, he came round 
and he asked him, he says, "Peter would you not like to run the Castle Campbell Hotel." not the ‘Castle 
Campbell’, the something ‘Arms’ up in Callander. And eh, "Take on and run it for me." So he went up 
there. And then he got a job in the Government Stores.  

 

Q. Is that where he finished working? 

A. No, no he left there and went to the Throsk. He was down in the Throsk. He was an awful jumpy man, 
you know. I just don't know. We were steadfast. But no Peter, he was never steadfast. He aye jumped 
from job to job. And all the pals used to say, "I don't know what he's doing in these jobs - engineers, and 
all these better placed men." When we'd go to parties, "What Peter's fiddling his brains away in these 
jobs for Nellie. Oh dear, dear!" So he had a good brain. 

 

Q. So you had two children then? 

A. Three. 

 

Q. Three? 

A. Aye, the boy, the boy in America and the two girls. 

 

Q. Right. Did you know anything about birth control at that time? 

A. Well, not much, except that eh, <..pause..> I was with my daughter - first of all I was with a neighbour and 
she says, "Oh will you please run and get the nurse for me?" - the District Nurse. Peter's mother was 
dead, and then the District Nurse that was in her place - and eh, <..pause..> "Will you run and get the 
nurse for me?" So I went, and she says, "Can eh, <..pause..> do you think," I don't know if I've got it or 
not, she says, "do you think, she's really needing me?" I says, "Well I think so, I really do, I don't think 
she's a woman of that kind." So she said to her patients, she says, "Mrs. Barclay, could you wait." "Oh 
yes", says the woman. She could pace a while longer. I'd to run to her house, I had to find out where 
she was and that's where she was. And eh, <..pause..>she came from Mrs. Barclay's. And she <..pause..> 
"Just get into your bed Mrs. Pollock." and she gets into bed. And eh, <..pause..> she says to her "Now 
Mrs. ****** will you get in the other side of her." I never had any experience of childbirth, or anything, I 
had my own which was horrific, but I gets in. Now I was wondering what on earth I had to do. She says, 
"Hold up her legs, she's a very heavy woman." Well, well that's the greatest revelation in my life. Peggy, 
that's what you called her. Peggy says, "Oh nurse!" That was the baby there, that was the baby there. 

 

Q. That was quick. 

A. "Ohhhh nurse!" I nearly collapsed. 

 

Q. And had you your family then? 

A. Aye, I think I had John and Fay by that time, by this friend. Peggy took her boy, she had her boy. But 
wait 'til I tell you. That was her. And when I thought on what I had suffered in that Infirmary. Peter's 
mother. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you have all your children in the Infirmary? 

A. One in the last. I'd never go back. Peter's mother took bad. Peter ran out for his mother to Plean. She 
came in. My sister, was with me, my eldest sister, and eh, <..pause..> Mary got the basin of water, and 
the soap and towel. And she examined me, and "Oh! Mary, Mary run for a taxi, she'll have her baby any 
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minute now, any minute!" I says, "We'll not go to the Infirmary Mrs. ******, just stay with you." "Oh", she 
says, "I can't do that Nellie." She says, "You have been attending, and they've got your case and I can't 
do it now." she says. "You'll have to go." 

 

Q. So was that with your first one? 

A. My first one, my boy. So I gets on the road, and I gets out to the Infirmary, ten o'clock in the morning. 
And I had been bad from twelve o'clock at night, the night before, paining and straining and carrying on. 
I gets out, and I gets eh, <..pause..> pains and pains and pains. Ten o'clock and all over. <..pause..> She 
come in, and she just looked in through thon swing doors, and <..pause..> oh! I saw her, but what could 
she do about it. So when the door opened to let her in. She said, "You're not, you're not better yet?" I 
says, "No, no and I'm not getting any better Mrs. ******." She says, "That's disgraceful." She says, "I'd 
have had the doctor if you hadn't been ready in half an hour. I'd have known to send for the doctor." But, 
however, it got her nowhere. Sister was off duty, so, as I was labouring on, and labouring on. <..pause..> 
She was off for her weekend, and I laboured on Saturday, Sunday 'til nine o'clock on Sunday night, and 
Sister Gault, I knew her from the past, you see, she was in the hospital when I started first in the old 
place, and she was going up the side stair, and she could look in to her bedroom up above, and she 
looked in and I was in the, <..pause..> And she came up to me, "How are you feeling Ellen?" I says, 
"Sister, I don't think I'm helping myself.” “I'll go up and put my uniform on." She goes up and she puts on 
her uniform and she came back down, and eh, <..pause..> when she has passed out the swing doors she 
told her nurses what she was doing, and two nurses came rushing in. And the funny thing is I landed in 
with the Charge Nurse, that's where I got to live, she lived above me. I wonder, if she wondered, after 
the years, you know, if she knew, her mother, and she came eventually to stay with her mother. And eh, 
<..pause..> the two nurses, came in and rushed me out to what you called the Labour Room. So Sister 
came in without speaking a word, she went and did the needful, she walked away from the examination, 
went out the door and two nurses came in. "Come on to this trolley, your baby will be born any minute!" 
I says, "It was to be born any minute from the day I set foot in here." Gets away, away to theatre. Well, I 
went through on the trolley inside the theatre, not for long, and then I came to. And not pain nor ache, 
nothing, and I leapt up. "Lie down." the Supervisor that came beside me said. She knocked me down. 
And I says, "What have I got?" "Twins". I says, "You shut up." Mind you I wasnae a lassie like that. I 
says, "You shut up." Then a voice from the wilderness says, "It's a sailor." Well I knew that was the 
doctor's voice, so I was quite content. And there I went back to the ward, neither pain nor ache, I could 
have leapt off that table and run home. And I went through mortal agony before it. Then a discovery 
towards eight o'clock on the morning, I was broken hearted. That was at three, I got, <..pause..> he was 
born at one, I came out the theatre at three, back to my bed. And at six o'clock, <..pause..> "Have you wet 
your bed?" In front of all the women in the ward! I says, "No I haven't wet my bed. I just can't help the 
water from flowing from me." But she did nothing about it. My sister came in with the paper, and I was 
downcast. She says, "Are you not very well?" I says, "I'm well enough Mary, but", I says, "the Staff 
Nurse affronted me in front of the whole ward, asking if I'd wet my bed." And I says, "I can't help it." So 
she went out and she told Sister, and they flew again. "Just ease over and we'll put a rubber,” <..pause..> 
this was orders from the Sister, "a rubber sheet,” another sheet and a square pad folded, a big sheet 
folded into a square pad. "And you'll keep that beneath you, and when it's wet just let us know." That 
was directions from the Sister. Well all that time you got kept in ten days, you know, in these days, and 
then the tenth, ninth day you got up, you'd get home on the tenth. And I went creeping about from my 
bed, like a blind person. Will I get from that chair to that chair without soaking the floor? And I had 
diapers on and everything. So I managed, and they'd say, "Are you not very well, that you hesitate 
getting along to the bathroom Mrs. ****** ." I'd say, "No it's just because, the water you see. I might drip 
the floor, and I just take it easy, until I get a hold of something else." I got out of that Infirmary, and 
supposed to be a first class chair of knowledge, is Dr. Cairns, a big 'man'. A vet I used to cry her, the 
Veterinary Doctor. She would slap your belly when she examined you in the pre <..pause..> thingmy. 
"You're all right, you might be in here next week." or something like that. And slap you on the belly, and 
let you go. And she let me out in that state. Then, of course, I had recourse too, at home, "Why is Nellie 
not coming out?" - my father. My sister was telling my mother what was wrong. "And why is Nellie not 
coming out to let us see the child? Now she's been home a fortnight, what's wrong?" So Mary came in, 
she says, "You'll have to go, you'll have to try and get out, my Daddy's so worried wondering what's 
wrong." So I gets a half towel, a big towel, and halved it and put between myself, and gets out for the 
bus. And you, know where the bus stopped up yonder at the County Court. And I says to him, "Oh 
Peter! You'll have to run up a close or something, or run away, because I'm sure I'm going to get,” 
<..pause..> I was crying, <..pause..> “wet.” <..pause..> "Here's the bus, hold on Nellie, here's the bus." Gets 
into the bus, and when I sat down, it stopped. Running up the green, as we called it, I gets into my 
mother's scullery, and the lavatory was just off the scullery. And I gets in there, sits down, and my 
mother says, "I could have sworn I saw Nellie coming up through the green." And I, "Mammy I'm in 
here, I'm in here." She says, "What are you doing in there?" I says, "I can't come in until you fetch me 
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diapers and a pair of your knickers. I'm soaking, I'm soaking." So word then - we sent for the mother, his 
mother. She says, "You'll come down to the house and you'll sleep the night with me, and I'll see Dr. 
Morrison in the morning." Dr. Morrison. "Well, <..pause..> mm, <..pause..> well, your troubles all begin after 
you're married, Nellie." I says, "Well, yes doctor." He says, "And, eh, Mrs. ****** has told me what's the 
matter." "Well", he says, "firstly," he says, "you have got piles with the strain of the birth." He says, "So 
we'll get that regulated with Cascara." Cascara. And he says, "For the other thing, I'll give you a bottle 
and," he says, "even for years maybe after your whole life," he says, "when its regulated", he says, 
"you'll always find that when you cough or sneeze you may have a little burst of water." You know this, I 
was cleared up in a week, with a bottle that size. Now that was a gynaecologist let me out of that 
hospital. Within a week a bottle that size; clear watery looking bottle, and the Cascara I was nursing the 
child and that's what I got told too. My wee laddie, was scunnered too in the birth. He wouldn't take the 
breast. And they told me I could feed all in the Ward. And I had to get rid of that with my face water; 
squeezing my breast. For there was a lassie running about cut to bits with abscesses, because she 
couldn't get rid of it. But I was flier than her, listening to Peter's mother and my own mother. That you'd 
to press it out and no let it gather into knots; and I got rid of it that way. And a bottle of water he got. And 
another incident and this bottle of water that our wee John got. The nurse came in and delivered all the 
babies, and a girl about three beds down on my side she's fighting and she's fighting, her face is getting 
redder than that wool and she's feeding the child and forcing the child, and the child's fighting away, and 
eh, <..pause..> I says, "That wee baby's going on like my John does when I'm trying to giving him the 
breast." And nurse came bursting through the door, "Mrs. So and So do you not know your own child!" It 
was my John. (laughter) 

 

Q. Oh dear! 

A. It was my John she was trying to feed. Aye, and that was for ten days. She'd had her baby ten days, the 
same as me. And it was my John she was <..pause..> maybe he did, but I don't know if the child looked 
like John or not, but it was my John. And I says to myself "That wee child's fighting like my John does 
when I'm trying to feed him the breast." Aye, and he got fed on water. And with a sore eye. Doctor, 
<..pause..> she let him out too. Out to the mother's again, and the doctor gave me an ointment that 
cleared it up in two or three days. It was always full of matter, and he says, "Well that was the use of the 
instruments, Nellie." He says, "Them dragging, and you're also torn." And the nurse when she's 
cleaning me up at first, <..pause..> "Oh! Poor dear." but she didn't tell me why I was a poor dear, but it 
was the disinfectant running through this cut. (laughter) 

 

Q. How was your husband with the children, when they were babies? Was he quite good with them? 

A. Aye oh aye. I didn't, <..pause..> I was a fiend out of hell when I was chastising them. That's what I was 
telling him. I says, "Somebody has to chastise them because you wouldn't do it." 

 

Q. And how did you manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? Who decided what 
was bought and how much money was spent? Did he just hand you all his wages? 

A. First thing, orders I got, "Now don't you ever take on any debt." Well that was like a slap in the face to 
me. I'd never ever seen debt taken on around me at all. Mummy would take on things like the money 
was paid regular, you know. There was never no talk of debt in our house. And he says, "Don't you ever 
take on any debt." I says, "What do you mean take on debt?" "Well," he says, "I'm just telling you." 
Maybe he'd hear other folk. Because his mother, the mother was debt putting on to her. The cousins 
used to go and get things, and she would get lines, and she'd say to Peter, "Peter I never got that." "No, 
no, but Margaret or Famie maybe down the Co-Operative getting something, and you'll have to pay it." 
(laughter) She'd have to pay it, <..pause..> but she never got. But anyway that was the first warning I got. 

 

Q. Did he give you all his wages, or did he just give you an amount? 

A. The natural thing was to put down the wages, any decent man did do that in our day, and eh, <..pause..> 
he got his pocket money and eh, <..pause..> his cigarette money and that. And you had to do the best 
with what you, <..pause..> You gave him what you thought was fair. They would have taken more if you'd 
given them it. But you gave them what you thought was fair according to what you had to do. And that's 
how you got along. But, he never took any, <..pause..> that's what my wee laddie said in later years, eh, 
<..pause..> Mean I'd be lamenting, John says, "But Mammy it's your own fault." I says, "He wastes money 
hand and foot, and he thinks if he opens his mouth and says something, you should hand him out." He 
says, "Mother it's your own fault. You took the reins, you never put anything on my father's back." I 
says, "God, God help you if I had, because I don't know what we would have done. I don't know if I'd let 
him take the reins." But Willie says, "That's it you see." <..pause..> 
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1910 Domestic Service; Dairymaid; Hotel Work 

 
Interviewee Code G2 
Interview Conducted 13th July 1987 
Interviewer Sharon Little 
Transcribed by Christine Hertwig 
 

Q. When were you born? 

A. 1910. 

 

Q. Where were you born? 

A. Donegal. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. About twenty-two years. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. Five brothers and three sisters. 

 

Q. Who was the eldest? 

A. Oh, my brother Paddy. 

 

Q. How old were your parents when you were born? 

A. I've no idea. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. A farmer, only a wee croft. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs before or after that, casual jobs? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What jobs did your mother have before she married? 

A. None. 

 

Q. Did she work after she was married? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church? 

A. Yes, they went to church. 

 

Q. What church? 

A. The Catholic Church. 

 

Q. Did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. I don't know. 

 

Q. Do you know what party they voted for? 

A. I don't remember a thing about it. 

 

Q. What did your parents do in their spare time? 
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A. Oh, they didn't have spare time. 

 

Q. Did your parents take part in any sport? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of your parents house in Donegal? 

A. Oh, lovely memories. 

 

Q. What was it like? 

A. It was lovely, we were away in the hills, lakes, heather, all the wilderness. 

 

Q. What was the house like? How many rooms? 

A. A small thatched house. It had roses round the door. 

 

Q. Did anyone else besides your parents and brothers and sisters live in the house? 

A. They all lived in it for a while, the bigger ones were away before we were born. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework? 

A. No, we all worked, as we came up we had to tear in. 

 

Q. Did your mother pay anyone to help in the house? 

A. No wages. 

 

Q. Did your father help your mother with any of the jobs in the house? 

A. I never noticed him. 

 

Q. Did you have to do any jobs around the house? 

A. Yes, we all did jobs. 

 

Q. Like what? 

A. Well, the usual thing when you have a wee place with the hens and milking and all sorts of things, 
making butter, cooking, baking. We had to do those things, we were away from the shops. 

 

Q. Did you continue to do those things after you left school? 

A. Aye, yes, carried on with the jobs. 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have when you were a child? 

A. Oh, the usual, we can't have them now, you'll never get them now. 

 

Q. What sort of things? 

A. Well, there was bacon cured, mushrooms growing wild somewhere, chicken for Sunday or turkey for 
Christmas, geese, we had all these things. We had no talk about birthdays. We only bought sugar and 
tea and things like that, everything else grew on the farm. 

 

Q. Where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. All the shopping, they came once a month. 

 

Q. Was it a van that came round? 

A. No, they sent in the order and it was delivered. 

 

Q. Where did they buy things like furniture and clothes? 
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A. Homemade, not homemade, the joiner made them. The joiner did that and we had our own tweeds and 
we bought very little. 

 

Q. Did you celebrate special occasions like birthdays? 

A. No, these days went by. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play games with you? 

A. Oh yes, played cards, other things there wasnae much games in those days not like we have now. 

 

Q. Did you have books to read at home? 

A. No, literature was very scarce. 

 

Q. Did you belong to the library? 

A. There was no such thing. 

 

Q. Were you ever taken out visiting your neighbours? 

A. Oh, the neighbours were lovely. 

 

Q. Did you ever have any holidays? 

A. Well, it was more a holiday all the time, although we worked. 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. No, I don't. 

 

Q. Could you tell me how you spent Sundays then? 

A. Sundays was the same as every other day, we had to do the chores. 

 

Q. Did you ever go for walks or anything? 

A. Away up the hills, ramble about. 

 

Q. Did you go to church? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you go to Sunday School? 

A. No, there wasnae any. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Oh yes, we had our prayers at night. That was a definite thing and we went on with it. 

 

Q. Was religion important to you as a child? 

A. It was a part of everything and we just went on with it. We weren't forced to do anything. 

 

Q. When you were a child who did you play with? 

A. My brothers and sisters. I have a younger sister, she's still living in Ireland. 

 

Q. What sort of games did you play? 

A. Not much really, running, getting the better out of each other. 

 

Q. Did you have any toys you played with? 

A. No, we didn't play with toys. We were very busy but we never sat down and played with toys. 
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Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. No, I didn't like getting dirtied. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Games, no they used to go away along the lakes, cycling. I've completely forgotten about all these 
things. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to play games with anybody you wanted to? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time after school hours and weekends? 

A. In the evenings, feed the hens, milk cows, tidy up, do my lessons. 

 

Q. Did you have any special hobbies? 

A. Knitting, crocheting. 

 

Q. Have you ever had any pets? 

A. No, say it again. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sports? 

A. Oh, donkey riding, we had a pony there. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any youth organisations like Guides or anything? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the pictures or concerts or anything like that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your parents give you any pocket money? 

A. No, we never looked for pocket money, we had everything given to us. 

 

Q. Were you given lessons by anyone before going to school? 

A. Oh, I listened to my older ones doing the lessons and when I went to school I was a right nuisance 
because I knew all the lessons. I went from one seat to the other and away to the back and I had to get 
a better; the first books were no use to me I had them all read. I could read them backwards. So I got 
some fun there. So then I got alright. 

 

Q. How old were you when you first went to school? 

A. About seven I think. My young sister was at school before me. I must have been ill or something. 

 

Q. What type of school did you go to? 

A. Type of school, just a wee ordinary building. 

 

Q. Was it a mixed school? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. What did you think of it? 

A. Rather funny in a way. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 
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A. Aye, yes, I liked the teachers. 

 

Q. What punishments were there? 

A. Mmhm, got the strap once. 

 

Q. What subjects were you taught at school? 

A. English, Gaelic, Map Reading, we did everything what they do nowadays. That was the lot and Singing, 
Dancing. 

 

Q. Were boys and girls taught the same things? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What did you wear to school? 

A. I left school very young. 

 

Q. What did you wear? 

A. Wear, whatever we had. 

 

Q. No uniforms? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What did you do at playtime? 

A. Ring a Ring a Roses, if there ever was something we had to do. I was always very busy. 

 

Q. Did you go to another school afterwards? 

A. No. 

 

Q. How old were you when you left school? 

A. About twelve. 

 

Q. Would you have stayed longer if you had the chance? 

A. No, we moved away. 

 

Q. Did you attend any part-time education afterwards? 

A. I just started learning myself, all the old tapes away then. 

 

Q. While you were at school did you have a part-time job or any ways of earning extra money? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What was your first full-time job? 

A. In Glasgow, that's how quick we moved. 

 

Q. What was it? 

A. Domestic Service at the house. 

 

Q. How did you get your job in Domestic Service? 

A. Looked in the Citizen. 

 

Q. What was your job called? Like a housemaid? 

A. I was there to do whatever was needing done. 
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Q. What sort of tasks did you do? 

A. Polish the door knob, rub the stone step and the steps down and then get the fire, set up the sitting-
room, bedrooms. 

 

Q. How did you learn this sort of work? 

A. I learned that when I was a child. 

 

Q. Could you describe a typical working day? 

A. No, there was no typical working days. 

 

Q. Was every day different? 

A. Except on a Friday, they were Jews, except on a Friday the food was different where everything else 
was fine. 

 

Q. What time did you get up? 

A. In the morning, there was no time for me I just got up. 

 

Q. Did you ever take any time off? 

A. Oh yes, we had days off. 

 

Q. Did you have any holidays? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What were your wages? 

A. Then the war started. We were all chased out of Glasgow, evacueed but I didn't go evacuee I went to 
work on a farm and that was alright, the same job back again. 

 

Q. What were your wages? 

A. My wages, maybe 12/-d a week. 

 

Q. Were you happy with that? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What did you do with it? 

A. Milking in the morning, the dishes after that, then the kitchen work, milking in the afternoon , supper, 
wait up late to lock in the hens, (laugh) which was a bother. 

 

Q. How many servants were employed in the house? 

A. Oh, just me, there was a few outside. 

 

Q. Did each of you have set tasks to do? 

A. Yes, we all had our own jobs to do. 

 

Q. How did you get on with the other servants? 

A. Fine. 

 

Q. How many rooms were there in the house? 

A. Oh, the farmer and the wife and her children, visitors. 

 

Q. How did you get on with your employer? 
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A. Fine. 

 

Q. What about the rest of the family? 

A. Just had to do what I had to do and that was all, no complaints. I never had complaints. 

 

Q. Where did you sleep? 

A. The bedroom. 

 

Q. Did you have your own room? 

A. Mmhn. 

 

Q. Were you ever homesick? 

A. Often, I still am. 

 

Q. Did you enjoy being in Service? 

A. It was okay. 

 

Q. What age were you when you married? 

A. Twenty-seven. 

 

Q. How long had you known your husband then? 

A. Oh, a very short time. 

 

Q. How did you meet? 

A. Well, I was still working in the farm when I met him, he was one of the workers. 

 

Q. Where did he come from? 

A. Glasgow. 

 

Q. Did you get engaged? 

A. No, no engagement ring in those days. 

 

Q. Did you manage to get things like furniture for setting up home? 

A. Yes, I managed fine. 

 

Q. Could you describe the wedding? 

A. The wedding, I have forgotten all about that. It was none of these fancy weddings, just workers don't 
have that, they just go and get married and that's it. 

 

Q. What did you wear? 

A. A long frock. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon? 

A. No, I didn't. 

 

Q. What was your husband’s job when you married? 

A. He was a wine worker. He was on the farm when I met him then he went into business, not business 
but work in Glasgow, then the army came, the war came and that was that. 

 

Q. Did you continue to work after you got married? 
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A. Yes, I had to. 

 

Q. How did your husband feel about you working? 

A. Oh, I didn't go out to work ‘til he went to the army, then I was evacueed out of Glasgow and I went to a 
farm. 

 

Q. What job did you have? 

A. After marriage, just the same but then I had a house of my own, a cottage. 

 

Q. What was the pay like for that? 

A. It wasnae much better. During the war it was two pound ten or three, less sometimes. 

 

Q. How long did you keep up this work? 

A. Yes the cottage and the dairy work I kept that up ‘til about 1961, and there was no way I could get a 
house in Callander or anywhere so I bought myself a two apartment house in Cross Street and I started 
working in Hotels. 

 

Q. Why did you stop working? 

A. When I had the pension. 

 

Q. Did you have any children? 

A. Three. 

 

Q. When were they born? 

A. Well, two of them was born in Glasgow, aye three of them was born in Glasgow. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. I didn't want many children but I lost a boy and I had to carry on until I got another one. 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in child birth? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So you read books about it or looking after babies? 

A. No bother to me. 

 

Q. Were your children born at home? 

A. One was born at home but then I was taken away to hospital, it didn't work out. I had one of these big 
swollen legs, what they call gout now I think. I don't think it's gout they just gave it names. 

 

Q. What happened when the child was born did you get help from your mother or doctors? 

A. Oh, I had no mother long before I left Ireland. We skipped a lot, ‘til you ask me now I remember. My 
mother died when I was about thirteen, my father the year after. Then I was on my own. Just got to plan 
ahead. 

 

Q. Did you have any medical help at the birth? 

A. Yes. Oh in Glasgow you had these things you just sent for them and they were there. It was just as 
good as the National Health, every bit. The Glasgow Corporation way of doing things. 

 

Q. How did you feed your first baby? 

A. Breast fed. 
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Q. If you needed any advice who did you ask? 

A. I didn't need any advice. 

 

Q. How much did your husband have to do with the children? Did he play with them? 

A. Well, he went to the Army. Anne was born before he went to the Army. Nothing to do with them at all. 

 

Q. What kind of medical care was there at this time if you were ill? 

A. Well, you just had to get the doctor or go to him. 

 

Q. Did you have to pay for the doctor? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. How did you do it? Did you have an insurance or a sickness club? 

A. Yes, there was some maternity benefit, I think it was two pound ten. 

 

Q. How did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 

A. Twenty-six shillings a week on the dole, half a crown when Anne was born. 

 

Q. Did you know exactly how much your husband earned? 

A. After the war he was idle in Glasgow. 

 

Q. Did he pay any of the bills himself? 

A. No. 

 

Q. How did you decide how the money should be spent? 

A. Well, I had to just count it out, so much for rent, coal, messages. I had to split it up as soon as I got it. 

 

Q. How did you buy your furniture and clothes? 

A. Eh, pay weekly. 

 

Q. How did you manage when your husband was ill or out of work? 

A. He went to the Army, he didn't come back to me so I didn't have to manage that. Then I went back to 
the farm to work, that's when I went back to the cottage. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Yes, you had to do without. 

 

Q. How did you manage? Did you get help from friends? 

A. No help, no help at all, I got my pension. I had my Army pay first and then I went back to work in the 
dairies and carried on living on my pension. 

 

Q. If any neighbours were ill or confined to bed did anybody help out? 

A. Oh yes, we all helped each other. 

 

Q. Where you lived did all the people have the same standard of living or were some better off than 
others? 

A. Well, there were nobody better off than anybody else because the wages were just about even all 
round. The only way to be better off was not to spend it. 

 

Q. Do you think you are a member of a class like middle class or working class? 

A. Oh yes, there was a lot of that going on, snobbish people, but they werenae any better off. 
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Q. What class do you think that you were a member of? 

A. Me, I was just a dairymaid. 

 

Q. Did people do their shopping mostly in corner shops or in the town? 

A. In corner shops really, the Co-Operative. 

 

Q. Did any local shops give credit? 

A. Local shops, no they were all the same, if you have the money to cover what you wanted. 

 

Q. Was there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. There was in Glasgow which I stayed clear of. 

 

Q. Was your area a friendly neighbourhood? 

A. Yes, very friendly, on the buses as well but not any more. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of the Second World War? 

A. '45 or '39. Yes, I remember the war all right. 

 

Q. What sort of things do you remember? 

A. On my day off we used to go to town and if the bomber came that night the neighbours used to tell me 
not to come back. 

 

Q. Do you remember the evacuees? 

A. Evacuees, yes I know them because I had to leave Glasgow, you either get your child evacueed and go 
into Munition Works or hop off somewhere else, so I went to the farm. 

 

Q. Do you remember any blackouts? 

A. Yes, I do you didn't have a light showing anywhere or else you had the big knock at the door. 

 

Q. Do you remember the rationing? 

A. Yes, I do. 

 

Q. How did you manage? 

A. Well, as I told you I was away in the country it was okay there. 

 

Q. So you got eggs and butter and cream? 

A. Aye, everything was the same out there. Walk along the burn and you get a nest, it was good fun. 

 

Q. What was family life like in the war? 

A. Eh, poor, really poor but I skipped that bit. 
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1910 Shop Message Girl; Shop Manageress 

 
Interviewee Code N3 
Interview Conducted 16th March 1988 
Interviewer Karen Connal 
Transcribed by Daphne McElwee 
 

Q. When were you born? 

A. 1910. 

 

Q. And where were you born? 

A. Burnside Street, Stirling. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. I think about five years. No it must have been more. About seven years, because I started school at the 
Craigs School. 

 

Q. Did you have any brothers or sisters? 

A. Yes I had six brothers and three sisters. You'll not get that very often! (laughter) 

 

Q. Now where were you in the birth order? 

A. I was seventh. Lucky seven. (laughter) 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. My father, he started in the mines when he was thirteen years old because his father had died. There 
was no money, there was no help then, like eh, <..pause..> what's it they get now? 

 

Q. Social Security. 

A. Social Security, there was nothing like that. And there were three children younger than him, and he 
had to leave to go down the mines in Millhall Pit and start there, work at thirteen years old. 

 

Q. Did he work his way up from being a miner? 

A. He did. He worked his way up to Miners’ Executive. He was clever. He was clever at the school and his 
schoolmaster didn't want him to leave, but he had to, to work, and em, <..pause..> he worked his way up 
to Miners’ Executive. Used to go to London and Belfast and all sorts of places, you know. Like what the 
Miners' Leaders do. So, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Right. Did your mother work before she got married? 

A. Yes. My mother was a cook to a Minister until she got married. That was her one and only job. 

 

Q. Was that in the Stirling area? 

A. No. I think that was in, <..pause..> I think they came from Lanark district, my mother's folk. She came to 
Stirling when they were married. Well she met my dad and she came here, you see. 

 

Q. Now did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Yes. My mother belonged to the Plymouth Brethren in Port Street, and my dad, he was a member of the 
Holy Rude up in Broad Street. And he sang in the choir. He actually was one of the best tenor singers in 
the district my father, and he was trained, he always used to tell us, with the Down’s Family in Glasgow. 
They were a family of singers, and he was trained with them in Glasgow. 

 

Q. I see. 

A. I don't know where my granny got the money, but she got the money to have him trained. 
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Q. Were your mother and father both interested in politics at all? 

A. My father but not my mother. My dad was Labour, red hot Labour. (laughter) Being a miners’ leader he 
would be. 

 

Q. Was he actively involved in any way? 

A. I think he was quite a bit. He never stood for eh, <..pause..> he never was in the Town Council, but he 
was in the Co-Operative Committee. That used to be a great thing, if you got in there. He was in the Co-
Operative Committee for quite a number of years. 

 

Q. What did your parents do in their spare time, if they had any? 

A. Oh dear! Well my mother, I don't think had very much spare time. I think she cooked and she washed 
and she ironed and she cleaned and, <.pause..> 

 

Q. Was she in the Woman's Guild or anything? 

A. No. There wasn't so many of these things then, you know, not really. She just went to any church things 
that were on. Socials and things like that. She went to those. 

 

Q. What about your father? 

A. My father, well he went out singing a lot to Burn’s Clubs and all different sorts of concerts and things, 
you know. 

 

Q. Now, do you have any memories of your house in Burnside Street, where you were born? Can you 
remember anything? 

A. Very little, it was only two rooms and a kitchen, and the kitchen had a big black range, you called it, you 
know. And the sink was in the kitchen. But I can remember my mother was always changing her 
curtains every week. She was always putting up clean curtains, because you had to wash at the sink, 
you see. We had no bathroom and you had to wash at the sink and I think they must have got splashed 
a bit and she would always keep washing them. She was a bit fussy, you know. 

 

Q. I see. 

A. But I've not really got any memories of, <..pause..> the only memories is of school. And em, <..pause..> if all 
the pupils were there for a whole week, without anyone being off, the teacher would take us a walk one 
afternoon. We seemed to get good weather then, take us a walk to the Bannockburn Woods which; the 
burn ran right past the building where I was born, right to Bannockburn Woods which was called the 
Bluebell Woods. And I can remember it just like a carpet of bluebells, it was beautiful. I don't know if it's 
there. I think it's still there yet, I think so, but the burn's filled up. There's no burn now. And then it's all 
been built over it, you know what I mean. It's all buildings down there now. When Burnside Street was 
there, there were only three closes in that building, and that was all. it was lovely it was all fields, and it 
was really nice. 

 

Q. Where did you move to from Burnside Street? 

A. To Barnton Street, Barnton Street. 

 

Q. Now can you remember more then about that house? Was it a house or a flat? 

A. Well I still went to the Craigs School. It was a flat. And eh, <..pause..> I still went to the Craigs School 
because the older ones went there. And they didn't want to leave, sitting their exams and things. So I 
still went there, I must have been about six or seven. 

 

Q. Can you describe the flat then? 

A. The house, well we had three bedrooms there, and we had a parlour it was called. And a kitchen, where 
we took all our food, and we sat there at night, at the big fire, a big range again. An, em, <..pause..> oh it 
was a lovely big, <..pause..> it was a nice big house, big area, compared to what we had, you know, and 
nice big windows. And em, <..pause..> a big hall, you went in there was a big hall, and the three 
bedrooms. And the parlour was big. That's what they call the lounge now. We only went into the parlour 
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on a Sunday. In the winter with a nice fire on, coal fire, and we'd sit there, and the older ones would be 
out with their boyfriends and girlfriends or whatever. But I can remember at the side of the wall there 
were bells, three bells there, you know, with the bell hanging there. I don't think we ever used them, but 
whether they had been, <..pause..> they'd had a servant or something, I don't know, at one time, these 
houses. 

 

Q. Were you second floor up? 

A. We were. 

 

Q. So really it had all been one? 

A. There was a shop. There were the shops and then there was the first floor, and we were the next floor, 
and then there was another floor above that. It could have been one big flat, you see, it could have 
been. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever take in any lodgers, or? 

A. No. No, she had plenty! 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework herself then? 

A. Well, when the older ones got older, they would maybe help at night doing some things, you know; 
doing the ironing or things like that, but for the house, no I don't think she ever had any help. Maybe 
from the family a wee bit, you know, but, <..pause..> 

 

Q. No paid help? 

A. <..pause..> No outside help, no? 

 

Q. What about the washing, how was the washing done? 

A. Well she had to go down one stair and it was a stone, a stone back we called it, the back, and eh, 
<..pause..> the wash-house was there. She had to go down there, and it was no washing machines, it 
was the big tubs, you know, and the big boiler. You had to heat the water in the boiler for the washing, 
and boil the white things in the boiler. And eh, <..pause..> just a scrubbing board just, you know. That was 
it. 

 

Q. So did anybody make the family's clothes or? <..pause..> 

A. Well, yes. There was a Mrs. Hunter and she lived in King Street, and she used to make all our wee 
costumes for us. When we were very small my mother made our dresses, she had a machine, and she 
made wee dresses, and she used to say they were made out of the men’s shirts when they were 
finished. She got the best part of them, at the tail bits, and made wee dresses out of them for us when 
we were small. She was good at it. And, <..pause..> but when we got older this Mrs. Hunter made our 
things then. We were beginning to get on then and my father had a better job, and my two sisters 
worked in the Co-Op, I can remember that. And eh, <..pause..> I had a brother and he worked in the, 
<..pause..> he was a compositor with the Sentinel Office. And my other brother was a butcher, and two, 
when they got older went away to New Zealand. So, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What about shoes, did you get many new shoes? 

A. Yes, but actually my, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Were they passed down? 

A. No. No, we never ever got any clothes passed down, never that I remember in my life we did. And we 
always got, <..pause..> what we got in the summer, when we got our holidays, my mother used to buy us 
sandshoes, and we wore them the seven weeks, and they were done. And then we got new shoes to go 
back to school with, but we always had our Sunday shoes, which eh, <..pause..> you would maybe get 
these on to wear to school, and then you'd get a new pair for Sundays. 

 

Q. Was it shoes or was it boots? 

A. Shoes, I remember, <..pause..> I don't remember boots at all, no. 
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Q. Right, so the jobs about the house, the housework chores and all that, you were saying that the family 
helped out, did your father ever help out? 

A. No. (laughter) He never was in I don't think. 

 

Q. Would he look after the children at all, to let your mother go out? <..pause..> 

A. Oh! He was great with the kids. He was great with the kids, my dad. And with him being a singer he 
used to put them on his knee, and doodle them on his knee and sing. He was great with kids. He really 
was, he loved kids. 

 

Q. What about decorating or repairs? Did he do anything like that? 

A. Well my mother always got a painter, because she just had too much to do, and she just couldn't do it. 
But they didn't do their houses so often then. Your kitchen was done often with the fire, but the likes of 
the parlour, maybe it would last about maybe eight years before it was done, you know. And it would all 
be papered, there wasn't such a thing as emulsion. 

 

Q. Now, <..pause..> yourself. What were your jobs around the house? Or can you remember when you 
started doing things around the house? 

A. Well I remember, <..pause..> that, I can remember my mother got a lady to wash the stair down, none of 
us ever did that in Barnton Street, and eh, <..pause..> she got that done. I used to do a lot of dishes, you 
know, when I came home from school, eh, <..pause..> maybe there would be a pile of dishes, I can 
remember that, and I hated it, to wash and do the dishes. 'Cause my two older sisters were working by 
this time you see, and then I had a sister younger than me, and I was the sort of in between one, I, 
<..pause..> I thought I had a rough time, you know! (laughter) I was neither one thing or another. 
(laughter) And I used to get these dishes to do, you know. 

 

Q. Would you know how much your mum paid the woman to wash the stairs, at all? 

A. I've no idea, it wouldn't be much. 

 

Q. Would that be a regular thing? 

A. It was, <..pause..> every second week, they took turn about, the two houses, you see. It would be every 
second week. I've no idea, but it would maybe just be sixpence or something like that, you know. 

 

Q. Did the boys have chores to do as well? 

A. Not really, but they all cleaned their own shoes. That's one thing, mother made them clean. But my 
father never cleaned his boots. It was boots he wore, and I used to get to clean his boots, and they 
were shining, and, <..pause..> that's one thing I remember, cleaning his boots. Very fussy about his boots. 
(laughter) 

 

Q. I see. Now what kind of meals did you have as a child? 

A. Well for breakfast we used to have porridge, and I hated it. Porridge and you would maybe get toast. 
And a Sunday you would maybe get a boiled egg, or, I mean you never got bacon and egg, very, 
<..pause..> if you got bacon and egg that was for your tea. Mm mm. <..pause..> Because we always got our 
breakfast. We were well fed. We got our breakfast, then we'd get a, em, <..pause..> maybe a wee bit half 
slice of toast, or a slice of toast away to school for your play-piece, with butter on it, and that was your 
play-piece. And if you were lucky you maybe got a plain cookie with jam in it, or something like that. But 
you never got anything very fancy, because my mother baked a lot of scones and things but em, 
<..pause..> that was that. 

 

Q. What about dinners? 

A. Dinners. Oh we got good dinners. My mother was a cook and we'd get our soup, we always got soup, 
and my dad had to have his soup. We got soup, and then we got potatoes and stew with carrot and 
onion in it, and dough balls. She'd a great big pot, and eh, <..pause..> sometimes she made turnip with 
white sauce, she was really great. A better cook than ever I've been. Well she was more, <..pause..> she 
seemed to have more variety in the plain things, than what they have now, you know. 
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Q. She maybe trained when she was a cook in Service? 

A. That was it, ah ha. <..pause..> And cabbage and sprouts and all these sort of things. We always had 
vegetables. 

 

Q. And did your mother eat well herself? 

A. Oh she did. Aye, we were all good eaters, except the youngest of the family. He was, he was always 
kind of delicate, but he's now eh, sixty-seven years old, and he hasn't a grey hair in his head, and he's a 
wee bit bigger than me and very slim. You would, <..pause..> he doesn't look his age, and he was the 
delicate one. My mother was always giving him Virol and Emulsion, eh, <..pause..> you remember that 
Scott's Emulsion? You'll not remember it. That's what I'm needing for my cold. That's what he used to 
get and Virol. 

 

Q. It must have paid off then, now. (laughter) So where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. Oh just in the town. Mostly in Barnton Street, because we had Lipton’s, we had, down the stair, and we 
had Tyndal McClelland, and they sold everything, and eh, you had the Co-Op at the corner of Friars 
Street. And there; she was a great Co-Op, my mother, to get the dividend. And you had the grocer, the 
fish shop, the boot shop and the bakers, and then up the close to the furniture bit, and then you had the 
chemist, and then the gent’s department, that was all one. I don't know why they didn't do well. 
Whenever the Centre opened, it just seemed to lose all their trade. Mm, <..pause..> so we did all our 
shopping round there. Then we had Miss Forrester's the fish shop, she was just down from us. And we 
had Davidson the fruiterer, you didn't need to go far afield, you just didn't do it. You just, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was fish quite a popular meal in those days? 

A. It was, <..pause..> uh-huh, <..pause..> herring especially. Herring and my mother liked cod, slices of cod, 
she liked that, she cooked it nicely. 

 

Q. Can you remember other shops in Stirling then at that time? 

A Do you want the Barnton Street ones? 

 

Q. Yes, if you can remember? 

A. Well I can remember. <..pause..> At the foot of Queen Street, the foot of Queen Street there was 
MacCrae, not McAree the draper, MacCrae the furniture shop. And above their shop was a house which 
isn't there now. And there were steps up, and eh, <..pause..> then next to that there was a fruiterer, a fruit 
shop, F.D.L. you called it. You'll not remember that either, no? F.D.L. and then next to that there was 
em, <..pause..> a gent’s shop with just shirts and things, I don't think he sold suits. And he retired from 
that shop not long ago. But he's quite, <..pause..> he's well in his eighties now. And then next to that there 
was Wingate’s, sold everything. And then there was offices. I don't know who was in it, but it was 
lawyers' offices, and then, next, <..pause..> there was an optician. I think they're still there yet as an 
optician. And then there was D.H. Munn's where I worked. That's where I worked, in there. And that 
took you to the foot of Irvine Place where the Salvation Army is up there, and then come down from 
Irvine Place, there was the Popular House, no, there was the wool shop. Now, <..pause..> no that was 
called the Popular House at the corner, they sold woollen jumpers and everything, kids things and 
ladies things. Then next to that, I told you the name last week, but I've forgotten. These people lived up 
Princes Street, it was a hat shop and I can't remember the name of it. It will maybe come to me. And 
next to that was Lipton’s, and then, after Lipton’s, you had Mathiesson the bakers, and you had The 
Buttercup and then you had Duffy the fish shop. That lady over there that started me on Bed and 
Breakfast, her father had a fish shop there. Then you had a wee sweetie shop and she made all her 
tablet and everything herself, it was lovely. And then next to that you had Hill & Whyte the solicitor, who 
is Robb &, <..pause..> who is Hill & Robb, it was Hill & Whyte then, and it's Hill & Robb now. Or was it, 
<..pause..> yes it's Hill & Robb now. 

 

Q. That's right. 

A. And it was Hill & Whyte then. And yet Mr. Robb's still in it, I can't understand that. He's still in that. 
'Cause well, he's not our lawyer, but his partner is our lawyer. And then next to that you had em, 
<..pause..> who was next to that? I think it was the Co-Op then, you know the gent's department in the 
Co-Op, right up, <..pause..> to the, <..pause..> Do you want the names? Well, <..pause..> you had these, the 
Co-op went right up, half-way up Friars Street, and then you had em, <..pause..> you had Hay's music 
shop, they weren't there then, no, they were down in Murray Place then. Now who was in there, 
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<..pause..> it was a big shop, I can't remember who was in there. Then you had another fish shop up 
there and you had a wee home bakery; they made pies and everything and bridies. Oh they were out of 
this world these bridies! (laughter) When my mother got older and couldn't be bothered baking we used 
to get bridles for our tea on a Saturday night. That was good, we liked that. And then up at the top there, 
right, there was a public-house at the top of Friars Street, and then you came down King Street, of 
course, you had Alexander’s coming down King Street, you know where Morton is now, well that was 
Alexander’s. Then you had, <..pause..> Menzies the draper, who are still there. And then you had the 
Arcade, and then you had a shoe shop, which I think's still there yet. Em, <..pause..> they make keys and 
everything. 

 

Q. Timpson’s? 

A. Timpson. Now that wasn't Timpson, that was a wee restaurant. That was a wee restaurant and when 
the farmers had their Feeing Fair, they used to have it at the top of King Street. And that was once a 
year, they had this big Feeing Fair at the top of King Street, because there wasn't the traffic. Just 
imagine what like it was without the traffic, and it was just the same as it is now, but without the traffic, 
and that's where they got their ploughmen and their maids and everything at this Feeing Fair. That's 
where they booked them, you know to come for a year or whatever. That's where they got their jobs. 
And this wee restaurant made a pile because it catered for the farmers, for the Fair. And eh, <..pause..> 
the farmers used to meet up there quite often, <..pause..> for things, you know, for to meet all their friends 
and that, that's where they met at the top of King Street. And then you came down from the Arcade, not 
down the Arcade, but coming down King Street you had a bank, that bank's still there yet. Then you had 
the Co-Op drapery, and that was a big shop, all that belonged to the Co-Op drapery, and then you had 
the Co-Op grocers there, you know, I think it's a shoe shop that's in it now and a bag shop or 
something. And then you came down from there and it was the Golden Lion Hotel and then there's a 
wee shop, but I don't know who was in there, and then at the bottom there was a Bank, which is still 
there yet. And the other side of King Street coming down, you had the Bank at the top, you had 
McAree's, that's different from MacCrae's. McAree's the draper, they're still there yet, and then coming 
down from them, you had, wait 'til I think who was there then. McAree's, there was Mr. Macpherson's 
sweetie shop. He went to our church and he had a wee sweetie shop there, and then you had em 
<..pause..> who else was there? You had Sommerville and Valentine. It was a big em, <..pause..> hardware 
shop, a really big sort of high class shop, hardware goods. You had Graham and Morton, did I tell you 
Graham and Morton? 

 

Q. No you didn't? 

A. No, well you had Graham and Morton first and then you had this wee sweetie shop, Mr. Macpherson, 
and then you had a close with houses, you know, and then there was a pen, a sort of narrow pen up, 
and that's where Lewis had their upholstering business up there. You know Lewis's is still in Stirling yet, 
you know who I mean? And em, <..pause..> then you had this Sommerville and Valentine and it was a 
hardware shop where you would buy, eh, <..pause..> scissors and knives, and forks, and all the utensils 
for the kitchen and cutlery and pails and everything you needed for the house, you know. And then 
down below that you had a shoe shop which is still there, <..pause..> and then you had Hugh Gavin the 
draper, which was a big shop, it had upstairs and everything. It was a lovely shop, but an expensive 
shop, like what Menzies was at the top of King Street, and eh, <..pause..> next to them, now wait ‘til I 
think, who was next to them, <..pause..> oh, The Fairy Stitch! It was, The Fairy Stitch, that was the name 
of it. The Fairy Stitch for embroidery, because I used to love doing embroidery. I did a lot of table covers 
and everything before I got married. And The Fairy Stitch was in there. And then who was next to them 
now, I'm trying to think, there was a close up and then it was, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Lots of shops are still there then really, when you think about it? 

A. They are, uh-huh, <..pause..> I think there was a shoe shop there. Funny I can't remember that bit, at all. 
But em, <..pause..> I know the Maypole that was along at the other end. 

 

Q. So really you were quite handy for shopping? 

A. Oh, we had plenty shops. And then further along anyway, further along you had, oh there was a 
jeweller's shop, there was a jeweller's shop there, but I don't know the name of it. And then you had em, 
<..pause..> I wonder who was there, funny that I can't remember that who was there. Elder’s the baker, it 
was quite a big shop. Remember Elder’s the baker, and then you had a big grocer's shop next to Eider's 
and then you had the wee chemist, and that took you right to the end, when you turned round and you 
still have the same shop there, is the painter, now what's the name of that shop, with pictures and 
things, going round to the Allanpark Picture House, they were painters. And then you had the Post 
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Office and then, <..pause..> where the flower shop is that was Lewis's shop, the upholsterer, that was 
their furniture shop there, and that was the end. But I've missed out one or two shops, I'm not sure, 
<..pause..> what happened then. But then across the road you had, <..pause..> where you've got Bejam's 
and that, that was houses. When you come up from Wellgreen, you know Wellgreen? You come up 
from Wellgreen, that was old houses, and these were knocked down, and they built Bejam's, and these 
new shops there. 

 

Q. Did you celebrate special occasions, like birthdays? 

A. Yes. We always, <..pause..> my mother always made a big dumpling for our birthday, and she would put 
a thruppence or a sixpenny piece, a wee thruppenny bit in it, you know, or a sixpence, and the one 
whose birthday it was, they always got it. But I think she just stuck it in, you know to your bit of 
dumpling! (laughter) Oh, she made lovely dumplings. They were gorgeous really. 

 

Q. Did you have a party with birthday cards? 

A. Well no, not really, not until we got older, and we sent each other cards, you know, but when we were 
wee I don't remember having birthday cards, no. You just got your dumpling. And you maybe got a new 
dress, or something, if you needed it, you know. That was your birthday, or a new pair of shoes, or 
something like that. Always got clothes. 

 

Q. What about Christmas time, how was that celebrated? 

A. Well we always got Christmas, and eh, <..pause..> we always got, <..pause..> we'd hang up, everybody 
hung up their stocking, and eh, <..pause..> you'd get your orange and apple, and eh, <..pause..> maybe a 
thruppenny piece in it, and a wee bag of sweets or a cake of chocolate or something like that. Then you 
would get one thing, one toy. I always wanted a sweetie shop, whether it was the sweeties or not, I don't 
know! But I always wanted a sweetie shop. And my younger sister, she always got dolls. I never had a 
doll in my life, that I remember, but em, <..pause..> and we would get Ludo and things like that, Snakes 
and Ladders, and Ludo. We always had plenty of games in the house. These sort of games, not what 
they have now, you know. Dominoes and Ludo and Snakes and Ladders, I remember. And the boys 
would have kites, it was a, <..pause..> you've seen kites, have you? And you throw them and the boys 
would have that. But never guns or anything like that, no, I don't remember ever having guns, or things 
like that, no. 

 

Q. What about Hallowe'en or Easter time? 

A. Oh, we always had Hallowe'en. My mother had a big tub, and we got the apples and the nuts, and eh, 
<..pause..> the younger ones had it. Or the older ones would put some money to it, you know, to let us 
younger ones have our Hallowe'en. 

 

Q. Did you go out guising or anything like that? 

A. Yes we did! (laughter) We used to get dressed up and go out, but just round about the doors; we 
weren't allowed to go far away. Just to people we knew, you know. Although mind you we were safe in 
these days. You could, it was quite safe to go around, you know. 

 

Q. I see. Did your parents ever play any games with you, when you were a child? Did they participate in 
games? 

A. My father did a bit, you know. He liked Dominoes and he would play with us, you know, not very often, 
but he did occasionally. But my mother never had time, she was always too busy. 

 

Q. What about books in the house? Did you have books to read? 

A. Yes. We always had books, in fact, nearly most of us were in the Library. I was in the Library when I 
was quite young and we used to be encouraged to read, you know. My parents where quite keen in the 
schooling, you know. 

 

Q. Can you remember what newspapers? Did you get newspapers, magazines maybe? 

A. We got, it was the, <..pause..> my mother got ‘The Christian Herald’, I can remember that and ‘The 
Peoples’ Friend', and my dad always got a night paper, but not a morning one. He used to get em, 
<..pause..> I can't remember the name of it, but he used to get every night this paper. And he used to get 
the night paper, <..pause..> 'The Times’! That was it, uh-huh 'The Times'. But that was all. And then 
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latterly we used to get ‘The Stirling Observer’, because if we were looking for jobs, there was always 
plenty of jobs in it. We got the ‘The Stirling Observer’. 

 

Q. Did you get taken out, visiting neighbours, friends, and relatives? 

A. Did we get taken out? 

 

Q. Yes. Maybe at weekends or after school, was that an outing for you? 

A. Yes. Well my mother was very friendly with Mrs. Lewis who lived in Burnside Street, but that was Lewis 
the upholsterer, her husband worked with Graham & Morton and then he started up for himself. And she 
used to, she left Burnside Street when they got on a bit and they bought a house in Linden Avenue, and 
we used to go there quite often for our tea. And you got a lovely tea, because she had a daughter who 
was a lovely baker, she used to bake big sponges with cream in it, and she always had scones and 
homemade strawberry jam and, it was lovely, we always got a lovely tea. I used to love when I went 
there with my mother. You know, once in a while, you know. 

 

Q. What about relatives, grandparents? 

A. Yes, we went actually eh, <..pause..> we used to walk from Barnton Street to Millhall every Sunday to my 
granny's, that was my father's mother. We used to walk there every Sunday, to see my gran. And there 
would maybe be two in a pram and two walking at each side, and I can remember walking at the, I don't 
remember when I was in the pram, but I remember when I was walking along. Hail, rain or shine, you 
went to the granny's and had your tea, and then came back at night again. We did that 'til my granny 
died. 

 

Q. What about holidays? Did you have any holidays, the whole family? 

A. No, no. You never got holidays until you started to work and save, and then they got their holidays then. 

 

Q. I see. 

A. They used to go to Aberdeen, I remember my sisters going to Aberdeen, and they used to go to 
Blackpool. 

 

Q. Was that just with friends then? 

A. With their chums. 

 

Q. Do you ever remember being taken to a wedding when you were little? 

A. Yes. I was at quite a few weddings, <..pause..> well the first wedding I remember, was my sister's, my 
elder sister. And she was married in now, <..pause..> I was speaking to my sister-in-law the other day 
about that and I was married in the Waverley Hotel, and she was married in, eh, <..pause..> she was 
married in the Waverley Hotel, and I was married in the County Hotel which belonged to McKillop. 
That's the one I was married in. My sister was married in the Waverley Hotel, and that's across from 
where Hepting & Farrer is, that hotel is, <..pause..> It was there and that's the first wedding. 

 

Q. So were you quite young then? 

A. I was em, <..pause..> no I wasn't young, I would be fifteen, and I was working in Munn's, and they made 
the bouquets, and I remember eh, <..pause..> going for the bouquets that day to Munn's, for my sister's 
bouquets. 

 

Q. So was it quite a big reception? 

A. It was a big white wedding, uh-huh, <..pause..> a big wedding. 

 

Q. Was it normal for children, little ones to go to weddings too? 

A. Oh yes children went to weddings then. 

 

Q. Now. Do you have any memories then of the First World War, just when we're talking about your 
childhood? 
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A. Yes. I can remember the soldiers marching along past Barnton Street, you know, going to get their train 
to wherever they were going. And I remember, I told you about the fire, my sister; they had blackout 
then too, and my sister set fire to the curtains, but we managed to get it out. But that's the only thing I 
remember, is the soldiers. You used to hear them through the night, they would be marching past, or 
late at night, to go and get their train. 

 

Q. Did that frighten you at all, or did you never? <..pause..> 

A. It didn't frightened me, but I didn't like it. But it didn't really frighten me. I think I would be too young. 
Because when war started, em, <..pause..> I would only be four when it started, and I would eight or nine 
when it finished. When it started I would be in Burnside Street and when it finished I was in Barnton 
Street. 

 

Q. I see. 

A. But none of our family were in it, eh, <..pause..> were in the war, no, not the first one, but they were in the 
second one. 

 

Q. Now could you tell me, your Sundays when you were a child, how did you spend a typical Sunday? 

A. Sunday, you got all dressed up in your finery, your patent shoes, and your wee gloves, and your wee 
dress, your straw hat with streamers in it, and flowers, and away you'd go to Sunday School. I was at 
the Sunday School when I was two years old. I got taken with my two elder sisters, and we went to The 
Gospel Hall in Port Street. 

 

Q. So you took up your mother's side of the religion? 

A. Yes? 

 

Q. You didn't go to? <..pause..> 

A. No we all did; we all went to my mother's. My father eventually left the church, and he came an odd time 
at night to my mother's church. But he never joined it. But we went to Sunday School, and then we 
went, when we got older, when we got to about fifteen, we went to Bible Class and we went to church at 
night. So we always went to church. 

 

Q. So when you were little was it just Sunday School you went to? 

A. When I was very young. 

 

Q. Now you went at night to church. And when did you have your dinner on a Sunday? Was that at 
dinnertime or something? 

A. Well, yes, we didn't have our dinner, we had a sort of dinner/tea at night about half past four, so we had 
plenty time to go to church. And that was quite a big dinner on a Sunday, you know. 

 

Q. Yes. Was it something special on a Sunday? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you play at all? Were you allowed to play outside at ail? 

A. Oh we played, oh yes, we played all the time. 

 

Q. Outside on a Sunday? 

A. Outside uh-huh, <..pause..> oh not on a Sunday, oh no! Oh no! My mother, my mother was very strict. We 
didn't get to play on a Sunday, but we played, <..pause..> when we got home from school at night we 
used to play; we called it 'Crae's back'. And this lady that we had em, <..pause..> Fenton’s, the jewellers, I 
was very friendly with May and Betty. And from there, they were along from us in Barnton Street; they 
had a wee jewellers shop, and you could go from their close, they had steps down into this big back. It's 
across from Brewster's. You know, Brewster's shop? Down, <..pause..> well you see a sort of pen, next to 
Knowle’s, and it's a great, oh it's a great big back round there. And all the Barnton Street windows look 
into it. And Viewfield Place look into it. And that's where we played as kids. And then in the summer 
when we got our holidays, my mother sent us out to the King’s Park, which was much healthier. And we 
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used to go out there, we would be out there for ages, you know. And we didn't get out dinner 'til 
afternoon then. And we used to take a bottle of water and a, <..pause..> sandwich with jam or something 
on it, you know. (laughter) And maybe a biscuit or something like that. 

 

Q. So what kind of games did you play? 

A. We played Skipping Ropes and Rounders and em, <..pause..> what other games did we play? Oh we 
used to have plays and dress-up and make wee paper, get crepe paper and make wee dresses, and 
have wings like fairies, and all sorts of things like that. We had great fun really when we were kids. 

 

Q. So did you not have so much toys? It was, <..pause..> more your imagination. 

A. No, we didn't have a lot of toys. Well not many children had a lot of toys really. You would maybe see a 
doll, or a, <..pause..> games lying around, you know. But not a lot, oh no not a lot of toys like my 
daughter's children. It's a toy shop they have. 

 

Q. So did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. We played, <..pause..> we used to play with the boys, and we would have wee concerts. And the boys 
joined in at the concerts, and then, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you charge people to come and see? <..pause..> 

A. And we used to charge them a ha'penny to come and see us. (laughter) And then we bought sweets 
with it. (laughter) It was funny. 

 

Q. Were you free to play with anyone you wanted, or did your parents stipulate that? <..pause..> 

A. No the kids were all really, really nice children round about where we were. They were all nice, I mean 
there was no stipulation who you played with, or anybody. 

 

Q. Your free time after school, at weekends, was that your time? Could you do what you wanted to, or had 
you chores to do first or something? 

A. Yes, yes well, <..pause..> well sometimes I would have the dishes to do, as I told you, before I'd got out, 
and then when the dark nights were in, <..pause..> you were only out for a wee while. And then you had 
to be in, you had to be in by six o'clock. But we still played in the dark, but you had to be in maybe for 
six; you only got out maybe an hour and you had to be in. Not that they were frightened, but just, you 
know, you just had to be in. But in the summer you'd be out to ten o'clock at night; from when we were 
older, you know, when we had our holidays. My Mother wasn't strict that way, she let you out. But on a 
Sunday, when we got a wee bit older, to about sixteen, you had to be in by nine o'clock. 

 

Q. So did you have any hobbies when you were a child? 

A. Well when I was fifteen, I played tennis, my chum and I, yes when we were fifteen we started playing 
tennis at the King’s Park, and we kept that on for a while, and we'd be out once a week on my half 
holiday. 

 

Q. When you were a bit younger did you do anything like collect anything or? <..pause..> 

A. No, not really. And the boys all got to join the Scouts, but my mother wouldn't let us join the Brownies or 
anything, I don't know why. We never got to go to the Guides or anything, but the boys got to join the, 
<..pause..> they were all in the Scouts and the Cubs, you know, whatever they wanted. Oh I wanted to 
join the Brownies, but I wouldn't get to. But em, <..pause..> what I did do, I did a lot of embroidery, I liked 
that. Mmm, <..pause..> that was when I was, <..pause..> you know, when I started work, and got a wee bit 
money to, <..pause..> didn't get much money right enough. I don't know how I managed to buy the things, 
but they would be cheap then, you know. 

 

Q. What about going to the pictures, or? <..pause..> 

A. No, we never. <..pause..> 

 

Q. When you were little did you? 
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A. Well we did get, but not very often. My mother wasn't keen on us going to the pictures, but we did go 
occasionally, you know. But as I got older I was never very keen on the pictures actually. I liked the 
theatre better, up in the Arcade they used to have, the 'Alhambra' it was called, and they used to bring 
shows. And my father used to take me to that because he liked, he liked that. And the rest liked the 
pictures, but I liked the, I liked the shows, you know, the acting and that. And I used to like the dresses. 
And the actresses used to live, from there, used to live where Knowle’s is now down Viewfield Place. 
Well that was where Mrs. Crae, <..pause..> (and that's what it was called Crae's Back) because she kept 
all the actors and actresses from the 'Alhambra'. That was a big house she had up there, up the stair. 
She had a lot of rooms, and her two girls played with us, and em, <..pause..> that's where I went to. 

 

Q. I see. Did you get any pocket money when you were little, or did you just get? <..pause..> 

A. A penny. (laughter) 

 

Q. Was that a regular thing? 

A. That was regular, <..pause..> we all got a penny. When you started work, you would maybe get 
thruppence or sixpence pocket money. Depending on what pay you got, you know. But you got four 
things for that penny; farthing things, you know. You'd get a lollipop or wee chocolate mice. You know, 
chocolate wee sugar mice and you'd get Sherbet Dabs, it was a wee, <..pause..> just like a wee paper 
poke with sherbet in it. And you got this stick, with a round toffee thing on the end, and you used to dip it 
in and lick it. It was great. (laughter) Sherbet Dabs. And you got Sugarallie Pipes and eh, <..pause..> 
Sugarallie Straps, and eh, <..pause..> what else did you get now? <..pause..> Och, <..pause..> do you know 
there were so many wee things, you just can't remember. An awful lot of things were made with 
Sugarallie, and eh, <..pause..> then you got big Gobstoppers which I never bought; my mother wouldn't 
let us buy these in case we choked; and all sorts of Boilings, you know. 

 

Q. What about outings through Sunday School or whatever? 

A. Yes we always had a trip in the summer which we went to, maybe Dunblane or Bridge of Allan, 
Gargunnock and Doune. We went once to Doune Castle, I remember that, and we went, <..pause..> the 
one we went to Doune was in the train. But the ones earlier on, when I was very little, we went in the 
farmer's carts. And we'd have a ribbon with a tinnie round our neck and everybody got their tea and 
you'd get a bag with goodies in it. Maybe a wee cake and em, <..pause..> a sandwich and a wee sausage 
roll or something like that, you know, and you got plenty to eat, and the children got, <..pause..> it was 
milk they got, it wasn't lemonade, it was milk they got. And this old man he always brought a big box of 
sweeties, he'd run round the park throwing them and all, the kids running after him, picking them up. 
And when you think of it, you wouldn't get to do that now. (laughter) No. That's what we did. 

 

Q. Right. So you started school when you were in Burnside Street. That was the Craigs’ School? 

A. Mm, <..pause..> and then when I got older I went to the Territorial School. 

 

Q. What sort of age would that be, was that? <..pause..> 

A. I think I was about twelve then. I went to the Craigs School because the older ones took me, and then 
when they sort of dropped off and left, it was nearer. You could go to any school then, I mean it wasn't a 
matter of which district you were in. Then I went to the Territorial School. 

 

Q. Just because it was nearer, not because it was going up a stage or anything? 

A. No, no it was nearer. I passed for the High School, but I didn't want to go, I wanted to work, I wanted to 
work to get money. 

 

Q. I see. So what sort of subjects did you get at school then? 

A. Well you got Arithmetic which, I was very good at Arithmetic and Mental Arithmetic, I was good at that. 
And you got Dictation and em, <..pause..> Writing, Composition, Geography, History and, <..pause..> you 
never got languages, you got Grammar though, you know you were taught how to speak and eh, 
<..pause..> what else? You got every subject I think except Maths, and eh, Science. 

 

Q. Now what about punishments and that? 

A. You mean at school, or? <..pause..> 
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Q. Yes, at school? 

A. Oh when I was at the Craigs School I used to get the belt. Not for doing anything bad but for being late. 
And I was away in plenty of time, but as I told you the market was down there, you know, just past the 
bus station, that was the big market and we used to, Kathy Crae; her daughter and me, we used to 
watch. Mr. Yuill was the Headmaster. 

 

Q. So did you get the belt for coming in late? 

A. Me, <..pause..> I got the belt for being late. I never told my mother though; but not a lot of times, but 
occasionally I got the belt. 

 

Q. I see. So was there a school uniform either at the Craigs or the Territorial School? 

A. No, no you just wore what you had, you know. 

 

Q. And what did you do at playtimes? <..pause..> 

A. Well we just played Rounders in the playground or just ran about, you know, as kids do. 

 

Q. So you wanted to leave school? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you ever regret that? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to any other part-time education later on in life? 

A. No, no some of the family did, but I didn't. And I liked school, it's not that I didn't like it, I just wanted to 
leave and get work. 

 

Q. So did you ever do any part-time jobs for money when you were at school? 

A. Yes, I worked in McLachlan and Brown’s before I left school, and that was on a Saturday; on a Friday 
night from half past four to six, and a Saturday from nine o'clock 'til I think it was one o'clock. They used 
to shut on a Saturday afternoon, that was their half day. All the big shops, the good shops did that, but 
the other ones closed on a Wednesday. And I got four shillings for that. 

 

Q. And what did you do for that? 

A. Just go messages and maybe make a cup of tea for the girls and that in the morning, and that was it, 
you know. 

 

Q. What age were you then? 

A. I would only be thirteen, mm. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So, you left school, did you have a job to go to? 

A. No, no I didn't, I em, <..pause..> started work in Munn’s, as I told you there, and I got seven shillings a 
week, so I left McLachlan and Brown’s. I did regret that sometimes, as I got older, often wished, it would 
have been a lovely job, you know, in that shop. But I liked my job in the fruit shop, I really did. I liked it. 

 

Q. So when you left school you were still just working part-time at McLachlan and Brown’s? 

A. I kept working there but I wasn't long, only a few weeks, and I got into Munn’s, as a message girl. 

 

Q. And how did you find out about that job, was it advertised, or? <..pause..> 

A. The one in McLachlan and Brown’s, they were both in the papers. That's how you got your jobs, in ‘The 
Observer'. All the young folk used to go down the Craigs before the papers got into the shops, you were 
quicker if you went down to the Observer Office and just got a paper there. You didn't wait and then you 
got the jobs and you could go quicker than if you waited 'til they were in the shop, paper shops. 
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Q. So did you have to go for an interview to Munn’s? 

A. Yes. I had to go for an interview, and I got the job. 

 

Q. Were there lots of other people there for interviews as well? 

A. One or two, one or two, mm. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So that was a message girl? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. But that was full-time? 

A. Full-time. 

 

Q. What were your hours there? 

A. Well from eight in the morning. We had one half holiday, and everybody worked; everybody got a half 
holiday. And everybody worked on a Saturday from eight 'til, eh, <..pause..> half past nine at night. But it 
was ten at night on a Saturday; eight 'til ten on a Saturday. You had two nights from eight 'til five and 
you had two nights from eight 'til half past nine. Is that six, six days? You'd two 'til half past five, from 
eight 'til half past five, you'd two 'til half past nine at night; you'd your half holiday and everybody worked 
'til ten on a Saturday. That was for seven bob a week. (laughter) Seven shillings a week. 

 

Q. And what did your job as message girl entail then, what did you do? 

A. Well I had to wash the floor in the morning. And after that I would make the tea for the girls, and then I 
would just go with messages wherever I had to go. 

 

Q. Just walk? 

A. Walk up to the Castle sometimes with quite a big basket of messages. No wonder I didn't grow very tall! 
(laughter) But I loved it, once I got into the shop I loved it, and when I got into the shop, if somebody left 
and got married, or somebody left or that, you know, well you got a step up. He was really good that 
way, you know, and well if you were kind of smart at all, em, <..pause..> you got a step up. So I got into 
the shop then. I didn't have the floor to wash, and I didn't have the tea to make, and I got, in the morning 
I got out with the brush to wash the windows, but I liked that, I quite liked doing that. And then you got 
dusting to do, shelves to dust. 

 

Q. So when you were message girl delivering peoples' messages and that, did you ever get tipped for 
doing them? 

A. I never remember getting a tip in my life, no, no. 

 

Q. So Munn’s was that a fruiterer and florist? 

A. It was a fruit, confection and florist. And as I got on, I learned to, I never was in the confectionary 
department, but I learned to make wreaths and bouquets, and buttonholes, and em, <..pause..> because 
if they were short, you know, maybe somebody, the head one at the flowers, and she had an assistant, 
and if she was off, they wanted someone to help and I used to help quite often there. And I was always 
learning something else, you know. And then eventually I was, I got on as manageress, I just got a step 
up, there was seven girls, <..pause..> there were eight altogether in that shop. It was a very busy shop. It 
was a good shop. 

 

Q. Did he have any other shops in the town? 

A. He had eh, one in Baker Street, and he had one, a flower shop in Dumbarton Road, and he had two at 
the Post Office, one was a health shop and one was a sweetie shop. I think he had about seven shops 
in Stirling. 

 

Q. And did you get breaks for meals, coffee breaks and things, lunch hour? 

A. We got, <..pause..> yes we got our tea in the morning, just maybe ten minutes for a cup of tea and eh, 
<..pause..> you brought your biscuit or whatever, you bought it in the shop. 
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Q. Would that just be in the shop? 

A. That was in the shop. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was there another place that you could go for a tea break? 

A. Oh well he had a wee back place where we, <..pause..> with a table and chairs and that. But we got a 
wee ten minute break in the morning, and then you got an hour and a quarter for your dinner. You got 
home for your dinner, and then you got half an hour at tea at night if you were on late, late shift, you got 
half an hour at night. 

 

Q. Did you get holidays with pay? 

A. Yes we did. I don't think the message girls got their pay, but once you got to the counter in the shop you 
got your, you only got a week's holiday, and once you were two or three years there you got a fortnight 
with pay. 

 

Q. In what sort of stages did your wage go up? 

A. Every year you got a rise. 

 

Q. Every year? 

A. Mm, maybe it was only a shilling, or, <..pause..> I went up from seven shillings to nine, and then I went up 
to eleven; it just went up gradually, you know, and then as you got up a bit maybe you got five shillings 
a rise as your, <..pause..> you know you had more. <..pause..> Well as, you know, you got above the other 
the girls, you got more responsibility, you got more money. 

 

Q. Were there men? Did men work in the shops too? 

A. No just the boss used to come in just occasionally to see things were going alright. 'Cause he had all 
the other shops, and he had two shops in Glasgow, and he had two in Falkirk, he had one in Dunblane 
and I worked there for a couple of year, when he opened his Dunblane shop, I was up there for a couple 
of year and it was after that I came back and got the manageress in Stirling. 

 

Q. I see, and were you always quite happy with your wage? Did you ever feel that it was unfair? 

A. It seemed quite good, no it seemed quite good then, you know. The shopkeepers all had round about 
the same, same wage. 

 

Q. Was there a Trade Union at all connected with the shops? 

A. No, I don't ever remember it, no. 

 

Q. Now what did you do with your money, your wage? 

A. Well I got one pound, seventeen and six a week, and eh, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was that at the top of the scale? 

A. Mmhmm, well I gave my money all to my mother. 

 

Q. You always gave your money to your mother? 

A. Until I started going with Bob and maybe I had, <..pause..> maybe I had the one pound, fifteen then, you 
know, and my mother, my mother took the pound and I got the fifteen shillings to keep myself. It doesn't 
seem much, but it was a lot of money then. And I went to the bank with half-a-crown, or five shillings, 
every week, down the Station Road. (laughter) 

 

Q. Now was there a Work's Club or did you ever have work’s outings or that, with employees? <..pause..> 

A. No, we only had a dance once a year, and that was held in the Ambulance Hall in Stirling. Now that is, 
<..pause..> it's away now. You know the Baptist Church that was knocked down, then next to that was the 
North Parish Church. Do you remember the North Parish Church? 
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Q. Yes. <..pause..> 

A. You do remember that? Well then you went right down Thistle Street, where the Centre is now, you 
went right down Thistle Street, well there was an Ambulance Hall they called it there and that's where all 
the wee town dances were held in there, and eh, <..pause..> we would have a buffet and maybe the Co-
Op would supply it, you see, and just pay so much. It was great. We had a wee dance there. It was 
great. 

 

Q. Was it work employees only, or could you bring partners? <..pause..> 

A. You could bring your partners and your boyfriend, or whatever. And we would have a band. We had 
Cairn's band from Alloa and em, <..pause..> they usually were there, you know. 

 

Q. So what if you were off sick, did you get sick pay at all? 

A. Yes we did, <..pause..> we got sick pay, and you would get eh, <..pause..> insurance money as well. You 
got that, but now, <..pause..> what I think, the boss made up, he made up. You got your insurance and he 
made up your pay to what it was. You didn't get to keep both. 

 

Q. Would you say he was quite a fair employer overall? 

A. Oh he was really good, he was a great boss, he was really good. 

 

Q. Now would that be about 1924 or so that you started work there? Would that be right? 

A. Yes it must have been, eh, <..pause..> I was born in '10, <..pause..> that's right. 

 

Q. And how long did it take you to get to Manageress stage then? How many years before? <..pause..> 

A. Fourteen, <..pause..> about oh, <..pause..> nine years I think. Nine or ten years, mmhmm. 

 

Q. Say about 1934? 

A. Yes round about then. And I got married in, I got married in, <..pause..> eh. <..pause..> What year did I get 
married in? I got married in '39, yes married in '39. I worked there a long time. 

 

Q. I was going to say that's about fifteen years? 

A. Mm, <..pause..> I worked there and eh. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Were you quite happy all that time working there? 

A. I was, mmhmm I liked it, <..pause..> I liked it. 

 

Q. So did you work right up until you got married then? 

A. No, I didn't. I left a year before I got married. I was engaged for two year, went with Bob for four year, 
and I had a sister died, the eldest of the family, she was married and she lived in Union Street, and she 
died of cancer, she was only thirty-six. And eh, <..pause..> my mother, well she was getting older then 
you see, and my brother-in-law wanted to keep his house on. He had a wee boy of nine and my mother 
thought now it would be a good idea, <..pause..> "I could do with you at home, and you know, 'til you get 
married and you could look after Alec. He could come here for his meals, (he was the Manager of the 
Co-Op Fish Shop up in Friars Street) he could come here for his meals and you could go down and do 
his turns at night for this and that. And em, <..pause..> go down in the morning and put Andrew off to 
school.” And I did that for, <..pause..> I did that for about a year and a half and he died of a heart attack, 
about a, <..pause..> just over a year after my sister died. He was only forty-three and he died of a heart 
attack. Took a bad turn in the shop and was taken to the Infirmary and he died. And then my mother 
took that wee boy. He was nine and brought him up. 

 

Q. So did you get any money for that from your brother-in-law? 

A. Alec, yes, well Alec gave me a pound a week, and my mother let me keep it. 

 

Q. Oh she did? 
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A. Yes, she let me keep it. And I just helped my mother and I got all my food, so it was a pound I had. I 
mean it was all arranged before she, she didn't make me leave, she couldn't really at that age but we 
were so sorry for him, you know, he was heartbroken, they were so devoted, and em. <..pause..> It was a 
good idea, but then he died and that, that was it. 

 

Q. Now while you were working then, before you got married, how did you spend your free time then? 

A. Well, you see, I didn't have an awful lot of free time really. Well I would help my mother an odd night, 
you know. She was getting on and I would help her an odd night. And then I'd be out with Bob two 
nights in the week. And well, as I was late on a Saturday night, he just came and met me and just went 
home, that was all. And eh, <..pause..> I would see him on a Sunday at church because he went to the 
same church as me, you see, and eh, <..pause..> when I was free, if I wasn't helping my mother, I would 
just, <..pause..> I was sewing a lot of embroidery and things for getting married with, you know. 

 

Q. What age were you when you met your husband? Were you quite? <..pause..> 

A. I was two year older than Bob, <..pause..> I was twenty-seven I think when I got married, and eh, 
<..pause..>Bob would be twenty-five. About twenty-seven roundabout. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you meet him when you were quite young though? 

A. I knew him all my days, he went to church, you see, but never dreamt I would marry him. (laughter) 
Because he was young, you see, two years younger than me. 

 

Q. Did you go to the pictures, or walks, and things like that? 

A. We went walks mostly. An odd time we went to pictures, but not very often. 

 

Q. Did you ever get any holidays with your friends, your girlfriends or that, when you were working? 

A. Oh yes I went to, I had a friend in Bannockburn, she went to church, and we went to Prestwich quite a 
lot, we liked Prestwich, and eh, <..pause..> we went to, what was the name of that other place? <..pause..> 
Em. <..pause..> Oh I forget the name of it, it's an awful rocky seaside, it wasn't that far away, em. 
<..pause..> Oh dear, anyway, Prestwich was our favourite place. So we went there quite a lot. 

 

Q. I see. So who bought your clothes when you were working? With you giving your money to your mum? 
<..pause..> 

A. Well up 'til I kept myself, my mother bought them, and then I, I bought all my own after that, you know. 

 

Q. Did your interests change like, with politics, or that, did you start taking an interest in politics? 

A. No I was never interested in politics at all, no. 

 

Q. Were there no special places that men and women could meet, say when you were a teenager or that? 
<..pause..> Were there no clubs or cafes or places like that? 

A. Well Bob and I used to go up to the Cafe Fortes. An odd night up there, and have a eh, <..pause..> a cup 
of coffee, or it was tea we always had and a chocolate biscuit, and that's, <..pause..> we went up, or ice-
cream, lovely ice-cream. We used to go up there occasionally. 

 

Q. I see. What about dances? 

A. No. We weren't really great dancers, no. 

 

Q. So you said earlier, I think, you had to be in by nine o'clock? 

A. Not then, not when I was going with Bob. 

 

Q. Was there no time limit then? 

A. Not really, but I never stayed out late, because it was a, <..pause..> he used to get the half past eleven 
bus home to Bannockburn; he lived in Bannockburn. And eh, <..pause..> that was about half past eleven 
on a Saturday when I got in, but then I didn't finish, I wasn't out the shop 'til about half past ten, by the 
time I counted the cash, and everything. So it was just a case of going home and that was it. 
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Q. So you were twenty-seven when you got married? What year was that again? 

A. '39 I think so. Well I must have been, <..pause..> no, I must have been twenty-nine. 

 

Q. Twenty-nine then? 

A. No, I wasn't twenty-nine when I got married. I must have been, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Would it have been 1937? <..pause...> 

A. I would be about twenty-eight, I think. Twenty-eight and Bob was twenty-six. 

 

Q. Was that just before The Second World War? 

A. It was, because I was only married a year, and we got a house in Park Lane. You know where Park 
Lane is? We got a house there. Actually we were in a room for about two or three months, not long, and 
we got this house. We were very lucky, 'cause houses were hard to get. 

 

Q. Was that a rented house? 

A. Rented. 

 

Q. Private rental? 

A. Yes, it belonged to a Minister, actually, and em, <..pause..> he came from Kippen this Minister. And we 
got a house there, a four apartment, but no bathroom, and em, <..pause..> and no hot water, but it was a 
lovely, you know lovely rooms, but a toilet in it. There was a toilet. 

 

Q. A four apartment did you say? 

A. Mm. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Three bedrooms? 

A. Wait now. We had one, no we had one, two bedrooms, living-room and my kitchen, an old fashioned 
kitchen with the range and the sink. Yes four apartments. And it was a nice house, well we did a lot to it. 

 

Q. Now, presumably when you were engaged then you were saving up to get things for when you got 
married. Had you bought quite a lot of furniture and all that then when you got your house? 

A. When we had, <..pause..> the first piece of furniture we bought was out of Knowle’s, and it was what you 
called a kitchen cabinet. It was oak, it was lovely, and it was, <..pause..> I mean it was real solid oak, it 
was lovely. And the bottom bit opened out. It was about the height of, not just as high as that picture, 
but you could imagine it to be about that width, about that width down, and the bottom bit opened out, 
and you kept, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Like a dresser? <..pause..> 

A. Sort of like a dresser, and then you had the flap bit at the top there and eh, <..pause..> then you had a bit 
at the top for keeping all your, <..pause..> your jam and all your food in, you know. And the bottom bit was 
for dishes, and then this bit you could keep your bread tin in it, on it and maybe a cake tin or something 
like that. Well that was our first piece of furniture. And my mother bought me a blanket chest to keep my 
blankets in, and she was good she used to buy me towels. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was that for a wedding present, or was that just a present? 

A. No she would just buy me, you know, maybe a table-cover, or dish towels and just to put in my bottom 
drawer. Things like that. And then when I got married, she gave me two pair of blankets, a quilt, and eh 
sheets, oh a big bale of stuff when I got married. Aye, she was really good. 

 

Q. So did you get quite a lot of wedding presents from relatives? 

A. Oh we got a lot of presents. Everybody in the church gave us a present. We got well over a hundred 
presents, and, <..pause..> 
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Q. Can you describe your wedding then? Was it a big wedding? 

A. It was a big white wedding, and eh, <..pause..> oh there was a lot of folk there. All my aunts, 'cause we 
were a big family, you know, and your friends. Oh you invited everybody! (laughter) 

 

Q. And where did you get married? 

A. In McKillop's Hotel, it was called the County Hotel, and eh, <..pause..> I couldn't remember it, but my 
sister-in-law was telling me, she was married in the Golden Lion, and so was my young sister. She was 
married in the Golden Lion, but I was married in McKiilop's Hotel. 

 

Q. Did the Minister just go to the Hotel? 

A. It was my uncle, it was my uncle that married me, and eh, <..pause..> there were quite a lot of people 
there, and it was really a nice wedding. 

 

Q. Presumably the reception was there as well? 

A. Was there as well. We just, we had games and a wee dance and we had our meal, you know, just like 
what a wedding is nowadays. And a big cake, a big cake. 

 

Q. Did you have a band, or something? 

A. I think we only had a pianist, that was all, that was all we had. 

 

Q. Did you manage to have a honeymoon? 

A. Yes we went to Edinburgh for our honeymoon! (laughter) People thought we were away to North 
Berwick, but we never let on, but we were only at Edinburgh. 

 

Q. Now, what was your husband's job then when you got married? 

A. Bob was in the Post Office. 

 

Q. And what did he do in the Post Office? 

A. He was a telephone engineer, you know, he just came to the house and fitted up your telephones. And 
Bob finished up an Inspector, he did well. 

 

Q. And did you say when The Second World War started he went to war? 

A. Oh yes and he was in the Signal Corp, you see, through the Post Office, the Signals. So when war 
broke out he was called up right away. So we were married in March, actually, tomorrow would have 
been our forty-ninth Anniversary, tomorrow. We just didn't make it to the fifty. But mm. <..pause..> Yes, so 
Bob was called up and he was in France, <..pause..> in August wasn't it war broke out? Bob was in 
France, we were married in March and Bob was in France in August. But when he went there, oh it was 
great, he said it was great. I mean there wasn't any fighting to begin with, and he said, oh the fruit and 
everything, it was marvellous. He had a great time to begin with. But do you know this? He went away 
to the war with spurs and he hadn't even a horse, never sat on a horse in his life. And they had spurs 
on! And that's what he had! (laughter) I should have a photo of him somewhere, but I don't know where 
it is. But then after that, after war started it was really bad. He was right in the midst of it, and eh. 
<..pause..> He wasn't fighting, they were fitting up phones and everything. And then he was in Dunkirk 
and they had to run for their life and that, and the boat that he was in was bombed, but they made it, 
they made it across to the other side. Then after that he went back to his Unit, you know, and, <..pause..> 
but he was ill, he took an ulcer. He said it was where they were; they had no food, you see, when they 
were running to Dunkirk, and they only had these hard biscuits, just like dog biscuits, and that had cut 
his stomach, and it started up an ulcer, and he got out with this ulcer. He didn't need to go back. 

 

Q. So was that before the war ended? 

A. That was before it ended. He never was back after Dunkirk, so that was, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did he go back into the Post Office? 
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A. He got back, <..pause..> yes, he wasn't back for a wee while because he was quite ill and em, <..pause..> 
his nerves were shattered, but he got back again, and that was, he was there until he retired. 

 

Q. But what about life for you during The Second World War then at home? Was there many changes with 
rationing maybe? 

A. Oh yes. We only got one egg a week, and em, just a small portion, two ounce of butter, and one egg, 
and if the shop had oranges, you had to stand in a queue, maybe for two oranges, you know, and eh. 
<..pause..> Oh it was queues for everything mostly. Of course, you had your ration book and you got your 
rations, but the one thing we were never short of was sweets. Because we had a friend who had a 
sweetie shop and we got more sweeties than we should have got really, you know. But we managed, 
you know. 

 

Q. So did you have any children then? 

A. Well it was three year before I had David, with Bob being away in the War and that, it was three year. 
And David was born in Moraig Nursing Home, 9 Gladstone Place, that's where he was born. It was a 
private nursing home. It was Dr. Eva Cairns, she went to our church, and she was awful nice. I attended 
her and I, that's why I went there. 

 

Q. Did you have to pay for? <..pause..> 

A. I had to pay, I had to pay, yes. 

 

Q. Did you have any more after that? 

A. Then I had Fiona eight year after that and Dr. Cairns was away, by this time, to Borneo, where she 
married a tea planter in Borneo. So I went to em, <..pause..> what do you call it? Airthrey Castle, Fiona 
was born in. 

 

Q. I see? 

A. That was all. 

 

Q. So was that the number children you wanted, or you would have liked more? 

A. I would have liked three, I think, you know. 

 

Q. What about birth control then, did you know anything about birth control? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Was there advice available anywhere, Health Clinics? 

A. I never knew, I never knew if there was! (laughter) I don't think my mother would have had as many 
children if she did! But she wouldn't have, <..pause..> she was happy, she wouldn't have changed at all, 
no. 

 

Q. Now childbirth itself. Did you know what to expect, in childbirth? 

A. No, not really. Well Dr. Cairns was pretty good, mind you, and when David was born, I never knew he 
was born, it was chloroform they gave you then and I had chloroform, <..pause..> and he was born, and it 
was great. But when Fiona, when I was having Fiona, oh she was nine pound two and that was big for 
me, because I wasn't very big, and em, <..pause..> I thought she was never going to be born, but, 
however, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you not have chloroform then? 

A. No. It was that new thing that they put in your face. What was it? Air and gas. 

 

Q. Gas and air? 

A. Yes, they gave us that, but it wasn't much good. 
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Q. So, looking after the babies themselves then, were, <..pause..> did you read any books about baby care 
or did you just get advice from your mother or? <..pause..> 

A. No, I just, <..pause..> no my mother was the best really, and my sister, she was good too, she came in 
when I came home from hospital, she came and bathed the children, <..pause..> the first one. She came 
and bathed David and that until I got on my feet, and then, <..pause..> they kept you in ten days then, ten 
days in Moraig Nursing Home. But when I had Fiona I was only in from the 17th 'til the 24th. Oh that 
was seven days right enough. I got home on Christmas Eve and my neighbour down the stair came up, 
my mother was getting too old, and my sister, <..pause..> well just the lady down the stair offered, and 
she just did it, you know. Bathed her and did that, it was a great help. Neighbours were good in these 
days. 

 

Q. What about feeding your babies? How did you? <..pause..> 

A. I didn't feed David, but I fed Fiona. 

 

Q. Were you not able to feed David? 

A. No, no, I didn't have enough milk. But you see, we weren't getting, we weren't getting all the milk and 
the food we should be getting in these days, that was it, you see. I don't know if that had anything to do 
with it because there were other ones who fed their babies, but I just didn't have enough, and they just 
put him on the bottle, in the Nursing Home. 

 

Q. So how much did your husband have to do with the children then, as babies, was he? <..pause..> 

A. Nothing! (laughter) Well he would maybe walk the floor with them if they didn't sleep, but Fiona was a, 
<..pause..> she was a great baby. Oh, she slept and slept! We used to put our ear down to see, you 
know, to see if she was breathing! We would put our ear down to listen if she was breathing. But David 
wasn't bad, he wasn't what you would say bad, but he cried a bit, you know, but he wasn't bad. But, 
<..pause..> every Sunday we walked to his mother's to Bannockburn, from Park Lane to Bannockburn. 
Every Sunday out to Bob's Mother, until the children were getting bigger and eh, <..pause..> we started, 
<..pause..> I said to him, “You know, it's not fair, I think we should go to my mother's an odd Sunday.” but 
his argument was, "You're at your mother nearly every day!”, and right enough, so I was. Because Bob 
was away, he would take a packed lunch and go, well a piece they called it, and he would be away all 
day, you see, and I would go down to my mother's and often get quite a nice dinner down there. Then 
come up and get Bob's ready for him, you see. That was before David went to school, and then David 
started the High School, it was a, <..pause..> you had to pay then for the Primary which there is none 
now. Well David started the High School when he was four and a half, he got into the school, you had to 
put their name down, and he was quite clever. 

 

Q. So how did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage then? 
Did he just give you everything? 

A. Well he gave me all his pay, and just got a few shillings back, because he couldn't get any more. Four 
shillings, I think, pocket money, and em, <..pause..> he smoked, 'cause, <..pause..> Woodbine was 
tuppence ha'penny a packet, I think that's what he smoked. But, <..pause..> and then every Saturday 
when he came home, they finished at twelve on a Saturday, they worked then 'til twelve, and I would 
have a picnic ready, and we'd get the bus to Dunblane and have a picnic up there with the, <..pause..> 
with David more so than Fiona. And that was, <..pause..> it was great, we really had good times, you 
know. 

 

Q. So did you make all the decisions about what the money should be spent on? 

A. Well I really did, you know. I used to get a wee bit, I had a wee notebook and every Friday I'd write 
down the rent and em, <..pause..> Bobby's pocket money, and half-a-crown for the holidays, and half-a-
crown for a club in the Co-Op for getting shoes and that for the kids and you hadn't much left. If you had 
twelve shillings left, you were lucky. And that did you all week, and it did, it had to. 

 

Q. So did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? Like was your husband ever ill or out 
of work? 

A. Never. No, see and if he was ill, which he wasn't, you got his pay. So we were very, <..pause..> and you 
got the pay for the holidays too. And we had a holiday ever year, from the year we were married, 'til Bob 
died, we had a holiday. We used to go to Rothesay an awful lot. 
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Q. Now you were saying that neighbours were very helpful? 

A. Oh yes they were great. One of my neighbours is eh, <..pause..> she is still alive and she is ninety-two 
and I meet her in the town and she still lives in Park Lane yet. 

 

Q. Is that right? 

A. She's still there yet but she's nearly blind, but she has a lady takes her, <..pause..> I saw her the other 
day, and this lady takes her into town for her shopping. 

 

Q. So what kind of medical care was there at this time, if you were ill? 

A. It was very good. 

 

Q. Did you get the doctor or did you? <..pause..> 

A. We just got the doctor, no the doctor came to, <..pause..> Dr. Jack, in Viewfield Place, still that, <..pause..> 
doctor's place, it's still there yet uh-huh, but it was Dr. Jack that was there. Actually his house was there. 
It was in his house the surgery. 

 

Q. Was it usually a last resort then? Would you try home cures and neighbour’s help and all that before 
you would call the doctor? 

A. Well no, not with the children I never, no. And I never really, <..pause..> Bob and I were really quite, 
<..pause..> we were quite healthy that we never needed much medical care, you know. 

 

Q. Did you have to pay for the doctor? 

A. No. Bob paid through his work. 

 

Q. Now where you lived then in Park Lane, would you say that everybody had the same standard of living, 
<..pause..> or were there some people better off than others? 

A. I think so, well maybe the older ones would be that wee bit better off, you know. There was an engine 
driver, I would imagine he would have a better pay. And there was a man was a plumber, and well they 
were old, and I imagine they would have better pay because Bob's pay went up every year too, you see. 
Every year we got a wee bit more, we got a rise and, <..pause..> that was it. 

 

Q. So you would still do most of your shopping in the town, I'm sure. 

A. Did most of it in, <..pause..> did quite a lot of it in Cowane Street actually because the Co-Op had a 
butcher there and a grocer. That's where I got most of my things. 

 

Q. Did any of the shops give credit? Did your shop give credit? 

A. No, never asked no. No, there wasn't so much credit these days. Maybe you would have got a wee 
grocer's shop would give you credit, you know, if, <..pause..> but I bought all my, most of my stuff out of 
the Co-Op. You could have a club, but not for groceries. No, you just paid it as you got it. 

 

Q. What about pawn shops in the area, were there any pawn shops? 

A. Well there were pawn shops in Baker Street, you know, if people wanted to use them, but I never 
frequented them. 

 

Q. So, all in all though, it was a friendly neighbourhood would you say? 

A. Oh it was, yes. It was really friendly, it was really nice. 

 

Q. Okay. Thank you very much. 
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1910 Domestic Service 

 
Interviewee Code Y1 
Interview Conducted- 24th June 1987 
Interviewer Flora Thomson 
Transcribed by Christine Hertwig 
 

Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1910. 

 

Q. Where were you born? 

A. I was born up Loch Katrine side and I stayed there. I was only about eight months old when I moved 
down to the Trossachs to the sluices. My father was a sluice keeper. 

 

Q. How long did you live in the Trossachs? 

A. I was twenty-one when we left the Trossachs and went up to Callander. 

 

Q. And you lived in Callander ever since? 

A. No, oh no, since I was married I've been round about. We went to Stronachlachar and we were ten 
years in Stronachlachar then we come back to Callander to Loch Vennachar, then up to Invertrossachs 
and then when my husband retired we went to Dunblane. We were eleven years there and now we are 
back in Callander. 

 

Q. So you've lived in Central Region all your life? 

A. Yes, all my life. 

 

Q. So how many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. I had three brothers and one sister. 

 

Q. Can you think back to how old your parents were when you were born? 

A. In their thirties anyway, I would think. My father may have been in his forties. He was a bit older than my 
mother. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. A sluice keeper. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs before or after that? 

A. Well, before he was married, I think he was a van man, many years ago. 

 

Q. Afterwards? 

A. He retired as a sluice keeper. 

 

Q. Did your mother work before she was married? 

A. She would be a general servant too before she was married. 

 

Q. Did she work after she was married? 

A. No, too big a family. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church? 

A. Yes, regularly. 
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Q. Was it Church of Scotland? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So they went every Sunday? 

A. Every Sunday, without fail. 

 

Q. Did your parents take an interest in politics at all? 

A. Just the usual run of thing, not much. 

 

Q. Do you know what party they voted for? 

A. I'm not sure really. 

 

Q. Did they have any hobbies that they took part in or were they members of any societies? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did they take part in any sport? 

A. Not really. 

 

Q. So your mother wasn't a member of the Women's Guild or anything like that? 

A. No, no, we were too far away from all these things. 

 

Q. Did she spend her time knitting and crocheting? 

A. Yes, doing a lot. 

 

Q. And making clothes? 

A. Mmm, dressmaking. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of your house that you lived in when you were a child? Can you tell me 
how many rooms it had? 

A. It had three bedrooms, a sitting room, kitchenette, living room, bathroom. 

 

Q. So did you share a bedroom with your sister? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And you had a bathroom? 

A. We didn't have a bathroom to start with, just an inside toilet but we got a bathroom after about six or 
seven years in that house. 

 

Q. What were the washing arrangements? Was there a wash-house outside? 

A. No, we had a wash-house, a boiler with everything in it but it was outside but latterly we got our own 
one inside our own house. 

 

Q. So was it a regular thing that you had to go to stoke the fire and things like that? 

A. Well, we had to put the boiler fire on when you wanted to wash, stoke it up. We actually had a washer 
woman came in to do our washing once a week. She walked from the Slate Quarries away over near 
Aberfoyle because my mother wasn't able to do all the washing for the whole lot of us. She walked from 
the Slate Quarries over to Sluice. It would be about four miles each way. 

 

Q. She did your washing? 

A. I helped her of course but she did most of it. 
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Q. And did you champ it? 

A. No, no, we had a boiler to boil things up. 

 

Q. Did you know the technique of blueing? Did you blue your whites? 

A. I think she did, I'm not just sure now but I think she did blue the whites. 

 

Q. So did you have a lodger or anything like that? 

A. Sometimes an odd lodger. 

 

Q. So where did they sleep if you had a lodger? 

A. Well, he would have a bedroom to himself, I suppose. Y'see we had a bed in the sitting-room when we 
only had three bedrooms, then we had a couch in the living-room as well. We had plenty of room. 

 

Q. How much would the lodgers pay? 

A. I've no idea now at all. 

 

Q. So did your mother do all the housework? 

A. Most of it when she was able. I helped a lot until I left to come up to Callander. 

 

Q. You mentioned that there was a lady who did the washing and did she make the family's clothes? 

A. Not them all, some things but not them all. 

 

Q. Did she mend the family's clothes? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Did you get many new clothes when you were wee? 

A. Not really, I maybe got something new and I would hand it down to my sister. (laughs) All the things 
were handed down to each other. 

 

Q. Did you get many new shoes? 

A. Well, when we needed them we had to get new shoes. In the summertime we went to school with bare 
feet usually when the weather was good. Everybody went with their bare feet in these days, in the 
summer. 

 

Q. And you mentioned that you walked to school? 

A. Uh-huh, three miles there and three miles back. 

 

Q. Where was the school? 

A. Brig o' Turk. 

 

Q. So did your mother pay the lady to do the washing? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. How many hours did the lady work? 

A. Oh, maybe about six. 

 

Q. Was that every day? 

A. No, just once a week. 

 

Q. How much did she get paid? 

A. I don't know, I couldn't think now how much it was really it's so long ago. 
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Q. Did your father help your mother with any of the jobs in the house? Like the washing and the dishes. 

A. Occasionally. 

 

Q. Did he do most of the decorating and repairs? 

A. I don't think so. I think it was a Glasgow Corporation house and I think they did most of the decorating 
for us. 

 

Q. Can you remember him reading to you and telling you stories when you were wee? 

A. Yes, vaguely. 

 

Q. Did he take you out walks? 

A. Uh-huh, every Sunday afternoon. We went to church in the morning and he always took us for a walk in 
the afternoon. 

 

Q. Where did you go walks? 

A. Usually round to the pier and we would see the steamer coming in on a Sunday. It wasn't far, about a 
mile and a half, to the bottom of Loch Katrine. 

 

Q. Did you throw pennies in to a certain part of the loch? 

A. They do now, they didn't in these days but they do now. 

 

Q. Did you have any jobs to do around the house when you were wee? 

A. Yes, I had a lot of jobs to do. 

 

Q. Can you tell me what they were? 

A. Dry the dishes and maybe help to make the beds and things like that. 

 

Q. Did you go messages? 

A. No, it was vans that came round. There was no shops anywhere near us at all. The vans had to come 
from Callander. 

 

Q. So did you continue to do these jobs around the house after you left school? 

A. Yes, I did more after I left school. My mother wasn't so able then, she had had a big operation and I did 
quite a lot of work after that. 

 

Q. Can you remember back, what kind of meals you had when you were a child? 

A. We ate a lot of rabbit and trout and all these things, venison, fish. 

 

Q. Did your father fish? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And shoot deer? 

A. No, sometimes we got a bit of venison from somebody else that had shot a deer. And he did fish for 
trout. My brothers fished, they got a lot of trout and they'd catch an odd rabbit. 

 

Q. Did you have soups? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. And mince and potatoes and things? 

A. Usually. 
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Q. So good substantial meals? 

A. Good substantial food, no fancy stuff in these days. 

 

Q. Did you have anything different to eat on a Sunday? 

A. Yes, we had cake on a Sunday that we wouldn't have through the week, for Sunday tea. 

 

Q. Did your mum eat just as well as the rest of the family? 

A. Oh yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Or did she always eat less and give more to the family? 

A. Oh yes, the men always got more naturally than the women. 

 

Q. Where did your parents do their shopping? You mentioned the vans that came. 

A. Well, sometimes my brother would hire a car and take us to Stirling. We would do our shopping for quite 
a long time, maybe go twice or three times a year to get clothes and things like that. 

 

Q. And for food? 

A. It was vans, all vans for food, butcher and baker. 

 

Q. And can you remember the names of the firms at the side of the vans? 

A. It was Campbell from Callander that used to come up, the baker and McLaren the butcher, McEwan the 
grocer and Hill the grocer. 

 

Q. There's another McEwan's shop in Stirling wasn't there? 

A. Uh-huh, all the same family. There's one in Bridge of Allan and one in Crieff and one in Inverness I think 
too. 

 

Q. And if you were shopping for clothes in Stirling which shops did you go to? 

A. McCullough and Young usually. 

 

Q. The big department store? 

A. Uh-huh, that's the one I remember most. 

 

Q. Did you go shopping into Stirling with your mother and father? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What kind of transport did you have? 

A. My brother hired this car and took us. That was latterly when he was able to drive and a bit older. 

 

Q. And where did you get things like furniture? 

A. Well, we would have to go to Glasgow I suppose for anything like that. 

 

Q. So did you celebrate occasions like birthdays and Christmas time? 

A. Yes, Christmas especially, I don't know much about birthdays but Christmas we always celebrated. 

 

Q. And birthdays, how did you celebrate that? 

A. I can't remember much about birthdays at all, you would get a wee present and that would be all. 
(laughs) 

 

Q. Christmas time was it a more splendid affair? 
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A. It would be to the best of their ability I suppose. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you have a turkey? 

A. No, not in these days, no turkeys. 

 

Q. What would your meal consist of? 

A. A piece of roast beef or something like that and plum pudding, usually plum pudding, a clootie dumpling 
was the name of that. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you have presents? 

A. Oh yes, we always had presents. My sister and I always had our stockings filled at the foot of the bed. 
(laughs) 

 

Q. What kind of presents did you get? 

A. Just little odds and ends of toys and things, a doll maybe, an apple, an orange, a shilling in the bottom 
of the stocking. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you send Christmas cards to all your friends? 

A. All relations, yes. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play games with you at home? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Can you tell me what games they played? 

A. Well, Snakes and Ladders and Ludo and things like that. 

 

Q. Did you play cards as well? 

A. Not so much. 

 

Q. Did you have books to read? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember which books you read? 

A. I remember reading Robinson Crusoe and things like that, Lorna Doone, when I was young. 

 

Q. Did you read newspapers and magazines in the house? 

A. A newspaper, I don't know much about magazines, newspaper mostly. 

 

Q. Do you remember the title of the newspaper? 

A. The Daily Record I would think. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you belong to the library? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Were you taken out visiting neighbouring crofters and friends and relations? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember outings with your parents, holidays and things? 

A. I used to go to Aberfoyle with my mother in the four in hand coaches over to Aberfoyle. My grandmother 
at Loch Ardside and we had three miles to walk up to her house. We used to go there quite often. My 
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brother and I spent our holidays with my grandmother over at Aberfoyle, usually the school holidays. 
That's all the holidays we would have really. 

 

Q. How long would you stay in Aberfoyle for on your holidays? 

A. A fortnight to three weeks I suppose. 

 

Q. Did all of the family go? 

A. No, just my brother and I. 

 

Q. Can you remember any activities you got up to? 

A. There was nothing to do really, it was just a very quiet place. It was away up the hill. And there was 
really nothing to do, just play the best you could. 

 

Q. Did you go hill walking? 

A. That was about all you could do and find your own amusement. 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. Not when I was young, no. 

 

Q. How did people celebrate weddings? 

A. I don't really remember any weddings. 

 

Q. Can you tell me how you spent Sundays when you were wee? 

A. We went to church then we went for a walk in the afternoon and that was all. 

 

Q. Did you go to Sunday School? 

A. No Sunday School. 

 

Q. Did the Band of Hope or any Temperance Clubs ever come to visit? 

A. No, nothing like that at all. 

 

Q. And did you have different clothes to wear on Sundays? 

A. Yes, we always wore our good clothes for a Sunday. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So religion was important to you when you were wee? 

A. Yes, fairly. 

 

Q. In those days did people hardly do any work on a Sunday? 

A. No work at all, nobody allowed to do anything on a Sunday. And my father was very strict that way. 
(laughs) 

 

Q. Were you allowed to read a newspaper on a Sunday? 

A. No, no Sunday papers or anything at that time. You read your Bible. 

 

Q. Did you have to keep quiet? 

A. Yes, they were fairly strict on a Sunday. 

 

Q. Did you all read chapters from the Bible and things? 
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A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. As a child did you play with your brothers and sisters or was it a neighbour? 

A. Yes, we had no neighbours to play with, just brothers and sisters. 

 

Q. What kind of games did you play? 

A. It was usually something with a ball, all the different kind of things you can play with a ball. We had 
Skipping Ropes and Hop Scotch and things like that. 

 

Q. Can you describe what Hop Scotch is? 

A. Not now I don't think, I forget how it goes. It was a stone you kicked along, it was marked off, I really 
don't know how it was played now. 

 

Q. What kind of toys did you have when you were a child? 

A. Dolls mostly. 

 

Q. Did you have lots of dolls or just a few? 

A. Well, one or two, not very many. 

 

Q. Did you used to make your own dresses for them? 

A. No, not really. 

 

Q. Were the dolls homemade dolls? 

A. Sometimes. I had an aunt in America that sent me a lovely doll. And I had another homemade one that 
my mother made. I had one or two dolls right enough. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played outside? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Sometimes, they usually had their own, they would be away tree climbing or something or bird nesting 
and things that we didn't do. 

 

Q. Were you free to play games with anyone? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time after school and at weekends? 

A. Just out playing games if the weather was good. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies then like fishing or walking or cycling? 

A. No, I didn't have any. I had a bicycle once I was twelve. I got a bicycle to go to school but I was twelve 
years old before I got it. Because they were afraid to let me have a bicycle because the roads were 
beginning to get busy by that time. 

 

Q. Did you ever collect things like flowery scraps and things like that? 

A. Sometimes, yes. 

 

Q. Did you keep any pets? 

A. We had a cat. 

 

Q. Were you sporty? 
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A. No, not really. 

 

Q. Did you belong to the Brownies or Guides? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Can you remember ever going to the pictures? 

A. Not ‘til I was in my twenties, I'm sure. 

 

Q. Was that in Stirling? 

A. It would be in Stirling. 

 

Q. Can you remember the name of the cinema house? 

A. The Picture House. I think that was the only one I went to. The Picture House in Stirling. 

 

Q. Because there is quite a few, The Kinema and The Regal. 

A. I may have gone to The Regal. 

 

Q. Did you have any concerts in the village hall? 

A. Yes, quite a lot and dances, whist drives and dances. Once I was older a bit, I used to go to all these 
things. 

 

Q. When you were wee did you go to the dances and things? 

A. No, not ‘til I was about leaving school or left school. Before, well I would probably go to a concert or that 
with my father and mother. 

 

Q. Was it people in the village making their own entertainment? 

A. Yes, yes, a local concert. 

 

Q. What kind of things would happen then? 

A. Just singing mostly and maybe a wee sketch and things like that. 

 

Q. Did your parents give you any pocket money when you were wee? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember how much it was? 

A. Tuppence a week. 

 

Q. What did you spend it on? 

A. We used to go down to the pier and spend it on a cake of chocolate, (laughs) a nice big cake of 
chocolate in these days for tuppence. 

 

Q. How old were you when you went to school? 

A. Seven, because it was too far to walk to go any sooner than that. 

 

Q. Can you tell me the type of school it was? 

A. Just ordinary, not a very big school. There was only the two classes in it. Once they were twelve they 
went to Callander High School if they took a bursary. Some of us didn't bother taking a bursary and 
didn't go into the High School. 

 

Q. So did you like the teachers? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. What punishments were there? 

A. The strap. 

 

Q. What subjects were you taught? 

A. Just general subjects, History, Geography and Arithmetic. 

 

Q. Were you given Domestic Science and Needlework? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you wore to school? 

A. Usually a gym tunic. 

 

Q. So you were all dressed alike then? 

A. Not really, no. You could dress anyway you like. 

 

Q. At play time did you used to play? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. In summer would everybody go to school in bare feet? 

A. Mostly (laughs) if the weather was warm. 

 

Q. Did you play games in your bare feet as well then? 

A. Yes, we used to go down to the river and paddle in the summer, at lunch times. 

 

Q. Did you go to another school afterwards? 

A. No, I left school when I was fourteen. 

 

Q. Would you have stayed longer, looking back? 

A. No, I don't think so, I was quite glad to leave school. 

 

Q. Did you have a part-time job when you were at school? 

A. No. 

 

Q. You were saying that you worked in Domestic Service? 

A. Yes, after I came to Callander. 

 

Q. What was your job called? Were you a general daily? 

A. Well, the first one I was in, I stayed in, and I was doing everything. 

 

Q. So you were a general-maid? 

A. Uh-huh, I suppose so. 

 

Q. What tasks did you do? 

A. All the household tasks and the cooking and waiting the table. I took the little girl out for a walk and 
looked after her as well. 
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Q. Was it a big family? 

A. No, just a lady and a gentleman and one little girl. 

 

Q. Did you do this work automatically as you had been taught at home? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. How did you get your job? Was it in the newspaper? 

A. No, a lady came to interview me, whether it was advertised I don't remember now. It probably was 
advertised. 

 

Q. Can you describe a typical working day? 

A. I would be up early and do all the fires first, make the breakfast and tidy it away and wash up, do all the 
housework and then see to the lunch. I'd probably have an hour or so off in the afternoon. And then see 
to the tea. And after the tea was passed I would have time on my own I think ‘til supper time, and then 
bed time. I'd have a day off once a week probably. 

 

Q. What were the wages like? 

A. Not very much, (laughs) round about, oh I can't really remember what the wage would be. Women 
doing General Service, like going in through the day were getting 15/-d a week. 

 

Q. Were you happy with the money? 

A. Well, in these days I suppose that was quite adequate. 

 

Q. Was there much unemployment then? 

A. No, not really I don't think. 

 

Q. So what did you do with your wages? Did you give some to your mum? 

A. Mother got most of them. 

 

Q. And the rest? 

A. Saved the rest for to get married. 

 

Q. So you were the only servant in the house? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Can you describe the house you worked in? 

A. I worked in quite a few and they were all much the same. They were big houses up the West End in 
Callander. 

 

Q. Terraced houses then? 

A. No detached, big detached houses. 

 

Q. How many rooms would there be in the houses? 

A. The first one I was in there would be about six rooms anyway at least, big rooms. 

 

Q. Were the families always big or small? 

A. Quite small families usually. 

 

Q. How did you get on with the head of the family, your employer? 

A. Alright, usually. 
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Q. Did you sleep in? 

A. The first place I was in I slept in. For two years after that I was just doing daily, in, in the morning and 
out ‘til afternoon. 

 

Q. Did you have your own room? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So you had various jobs as a general-daily then? 

A. Yes, quite a few different ones. 

 

Q. They were basically the same hours? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. And the same type of work? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. And the same wages? 

A. Yes, more or less. 

 

Q. What did you do on your days off? 

A. Oh, now I don't know. I used to take young children out in their prams. I liked taking babies out for 
walks. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you meet any other maids? 

A. No, not really. 

 

Q. There weren't any maid’s clubs or anything like that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Were you homesick? 

A. The first place I was in I was homesick but after that I was alright. It was the first time I had been away 
from home. 

 

Q. Did you enjoy being in Service? 

A. Not really, no I didn't. 

 

Q. So all the time you were working in the different places you didn't really feel happy? 

A. No, not really. 

 

Q. What would have been you ideal job? 

A. I would have liked to work in a shop, a shop assistant. 

 

Q. But you never actually did that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you have several jobs as a general-daily then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you mention that you spent the early part of your life looking after your mother? 

A. Yes, well helping her not actually looking after but helping her. When I left school and came to 
Callander at twenty-one. 
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Q. You were twenty-one when you? <..pause..> 

A. All my brothers got married then you see. So there was only her and my father in the house and my 
younger sister. And by that time she was helping so I didn't have to help so much then. 

 

Q. So you started work when you were twenty-one? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. And before that? 

A. I was helping. 

 

Q. So how did you spend your free time away from work? Did you go to any clubs or dances? 

A. Well, I sometimes went to concerts and things like that and anything that was on. I joined the G. A., the 
Girls’ Association, belonging to the church. I was in that for a while and sometimes we were in concerts 
and doing sketches and things. 

 

Q. What did the Girls’ Association do? 

A. Well, just a group like the Guild but for the younger ones. 

 

Q. So you were all Christians then? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. You were mentioning when you got older and when you were at school you used to go to dances in the 
village hall? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Was it Scottish Country Dancing? 

A. Usually all Scottish Country Dancing, yes. 

 

Q. Was there a bar in the hall? 

A. No, no, nothing like that in these days at all. 

 

Q. So everybody was completely sober? 

A. I wouldn't say that because there was a bar at the hotel on the way to the dance and quite a lot of the 
young fellows would probably go in there but no drink at the actual dances. 

 

Q. So that's how the youth would all meet? 

A. That's where they all met at the dances. 

 

Q. So it would be equivalent to the discos now? 

A. It would be. uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did you all have to wear your Scottish Country Dancing pumps or that? 

A. No, oh no, nothing like that. 

 

Q. You also went to Whist Drives? 

A. Yes, and there would be a dance after the Whist Drive or a concert then there would be a dance. 

 

Q. And the concerts were all homemade entertainment? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 



 896 

Q. All people from the district? 

A. All people from the district or anybody that you knew would come in and do something and do a turn. 

 

Q. It was like one act plays? 

A. Well, little drama things y'know, maybe four or five in them or things like that. 

 

Q. And songs? 

A. Usually the Scots’ songs we would sing, maybe a tenor and a soprano and a duet maybe and things 
like that. 

 

Q. Was there anybody that could play the accordion? 

A. Sometimes, or the violin, a lot of people played the violin in these days. 

 

Q. And the fiddle? 

A. Uh-huh, the fiddle. 

 

Q. Did anyone play the spoons? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. So did you continue to go to church when you worked in Callander? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did religion become to mean more to you when you got older? 

A. I don't really think so. 

 

Q. Did you take an interest in politics? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you ever go away on holiday? 

A. Oh yes, occasionally. 

 

Q. Where did you go to? 

A. Usually to relations somewhere. 

 

Q. Did you make any new friends when you were working in Callander? 

A. Oh yes, I made quite a few friends. 

 

Q. When you were working and when you went out at night did you have to be home by a certain time? 

A. Yes. (laughs) 

 

Q. When was that usually? 

A. Ten o'clock. Well, maybe when I got older half-past ten, it didn't matter so much when I was older and 
trying to get married and that, but up ‘til then you had to be in by a certain time. 

 

Q. What age were you when you married? 

A. Twenty-six. 

 

Q. How long had you known your husband? 

A. About five years. 
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Q. So how old was your husband in relation to you? 

A. He was twenty-eight. 

 

Q. So how did you meet? 

A. We met up at the Trossachs. He worked in the Corporation before coming to Callander at all, he worked 
in Glasgow Corporation too. We used to meet at dances and things like that. 

 

Q. So he came from the same area as yourself? 

A. He came from Port of Menteith. 

 

Q. So did you get engaged then? 

A. No, we got engaged just about a year before we were married. 

 

Q. Did you manage to get things like furniture together for setting up a home? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was it basically from wedding presents? 

A. We got a lot of wedding presents but we bought a lot of things too, to start the way with. 

 

Q. Can you describe your wedding? 

A. It was in a hotel along here, <..pause..> Glengary. It was a boardinghouse at that time and we were 
married in there. 

 

Q. So that was where the reception was? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. But you were married at the Kirk? 

A. We were married in the boardinghouse and the reception in the boardinghouse, there weren't so many 
church weddings in these days. 

 

Q. What did you wear? 

A. A white dress and veil. 

 

Q. Did you have a big posy of flowers? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you go somewhere nice for your honeymoon? 

A. We went to Thornton in Fife. 

 

Q. Did you have the custom of throwing pennies to the children? 

A. Uh-huh, yes. 

 

Q. Did you have a big dance at the reception? 

A. Not a big dance, it was just a small reception. There was about thirty people at it and they just sat 
around and had a wee dance and played games and things like that. 

 

Q. So what was your husband’s job when you married then? 
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A. He worked in the Glasgow Corporation as a labourer but he was actually promoted to foreman just after 
that. 

 

Q. So what kind of work did he do then? 

A. Oh well, they were making roads at that time. 

 

Q. Did you continue to work after you got married? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Was it the done thing to stop working? 

A. Yes, in these days it was, uh-huh. 

 

Q. So did you have any children? 

A. No, no children. 

 

Q. Would you have liked to have had children? 

A. Yes, I would have liked to have children. 

 

Q. Can you remember what kind of medical care there was at the time you were growing up in? If you were 
ill did you get visits from the District Nurse or doctor? 

A. No, you always had to send for the doctor to come from Aberfoyle in the young days. 

 

Q. Did he come by car? 

A. No, pony and trap. 

 

Q. Was the doctor called out as a last resort? 

A. Well, usually. 

 

Q. Could you cure yourself? 

A. Yes, usually. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you usually wait a couple of days? 

A. You usually had to wait a wee while to make sure there was something really wrong before you sent for 
him. 

 

Q. Was the doctor friendly? 

A. Yes, very friendly. 

 

Q. Or was he strict? 

A. Well, the first one we had was a bit strict but after that they were very friendly, very nice doctors. 

 

Q. Did you have to pay for the doctor then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember how much? 

A. No, I've no idea. 

 

Q. Could you pay him in installments or did you have to pay all the money at once? 

A. I think it just had to be paid there and then. 

 

Q. Did you also have to pay for the medicine? 
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A. I expect so, I can't really remember but I expect we had. 

 

Q. There was nothing like sickness insurance or anything? 

A. No, well my father would probably be on something like that I don't know about the family. 

 

Q. How did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 

A. Not very easy, he didn't have a very big pay. (laughs) 

 

Q. Do you know how much your husband earned? 

A. I think his first pay was £2/5s shillings a week. 

 

Q. And how much would he give to you? 

A. I would get it all. 

 

Q. Would you give some back to him? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. So did he pay the bills himself? 

A. No, he left everything to me to do. 

 

Q. So how did you decide how the money should be spent on things like furniture and food and clothes? 

A. Well, you just had to budget the best you could. 

 

Q. How did you manage when your husband was ill or out of work? 

A. He never was out of work, thank goodness. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Oh yes, definitely, always. 

 

Q. How did you manage? Did you get help from family and friends? 

A. No, no, we just managed on our own. Well things gradually got better I mean the pays began to get a bit 
bigger and you managed better. You used to have to do without what you couldn't get. 

 

Q. So if any neighbours were ill or confined to bed or anything like that did anyone help out? 

A. Oh yes, you always helped out, 

 

Q. Was that the same when you were living in the Trossachs? 

A. Oh yes, definitely. It was always that way you always helped out your neighbours and they helped out 
you. 

 

Q. So there was a great community spirit then? 

A. Uh-huh, we didn't have many neighbours mind you but what we did have were very good. 

 

Q. Where you lived did all of the people have the same standard of living? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Or were some better off? 

A. No, really we were all much the same. 

 

Q. Do you consider yourself as a member of a class, the middle or the working class? 
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A. Working class, I suppose. 

 

Q. The question is why do you consider yourself a member of the working class? 

A. Well, we've always been working class and I suppose we always had to work for a living. 

 

Q. Did any of the shops in Stirling give anyone credit or did the vans give anyone credit, the vans that 
came round? 

A. I don't think so. We never asked for credit so I don't really know if they did or not but we never got any 
credit. If you didn't have the money to pay for the thing you did without it. 

 

Q. Was there rural poverty at that time? At the time that you were a child and then growing up in was there 
agricultural poverty then, rural poverty? Would the farmer be living in poverty? 

A. No, not really, not poverty conditions I wouldn't think. There may have been some but we never actually 
went into poverty, but there may have been some worse than others. 

 

Q. So there was nothing like a pawn shop in Callander? 

A. No, no nothing like that. 

 

Q. So was the area that you lived in and grew up in a friendly neighbourhood? 

A. Yes, very friendly. 

 

Q. So do you have any memories of The First World War or memories that were passed down to you of 
The First World War? 

A. Not really. 

 

Q. You were mentioning your relative? 

A. I had an uncle in the war and he used to come on leave and tell us all about the things that was 
happening. That's all I remember except my father being on night duty. I don't remember much else, I 
was too young. 

 

Q. So you remember this person coming into the house in a khaki uniform? 

A. Yes, his kilt. I forget which regiment he was in but he wore a kilt. 

 

Q. Do you remember what colours were in the tartan? 

A. It could have been the Black Watch, I'm not sure. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of The Second World War? 

A. Oh yes, plenty memories of it. Of course my husband had to go to The Second World War. He was 
away for three years. And I left Stronachlachar and came to Callander and stayed with my mother 
because she wasn't well at all at that time. I stayed there for the three years. In fact she died while he 
was in the army. 

 

Q. Where was he billeted to? 

A. He was over in Egypt, Port Said. 

 

Q. Which branch of the army was he working for? 

A. The Royal Engineers. 

 

Q. So he was there for three years? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. So how did you manage at home with the rationing and cooking and things? 



 901 

A. I managed to get by. It wasn't easy but everybody else was in the same boat. 

 

Q. Can you remember how much food you got a week? 

A. No, I can't remember now. It wasn't very much, I know. One egg a week or something. I just can't 
remember. 

 

Q. Was there a great community spirit then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. In The Second World War? 

A. Quite good, I think. 

 

Q. Did you have village dances and have fund raising things to raise money for the troops? 

A. Yes, we had that up in Stronachlachar, Whist Drives and things. 

 

Q. Can you remember any evacuees in Callander? 

A. There was evacuees in Callander but we had none because we had no room for them. 

 

Q. Do you remember where the evacuees came from? 

A. They came from Glasgow mostly, I think. 

 

Q. Was that the time of the Clydebank blitz? 

A. Yes, it would be. 

 

Q. Do you remember any soldiers being billeted in Callander? 

A. There was Norwegians, I know. There may have been Canadians I'm not sure but I know there was 
Norwegians for a long time. 

 

Q. Did you do anything like First Aid work or anything like that? 

A. No, I don't do anything like that. 

 

Q. Can you remember the blackout curtains? 

A. Yes, definitely. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you always have to make sure there were no lights shining? 

A. Yes, yes, the warden was round knocking on the door if you showed any lights. 
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Q. Where were you born? 

A. Cambusbarron, Birkhill Road. It used to be called the Stirling Road in these days but it's Birkhill Road 
now, that’s where I was born. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. Eh, there was five at first. There was Annie, Bessie, Honor, Janet, Richard and one died, six. There was 
five of us. 

 

Q. Do you know how old your parents were when you were born? 

A. Oh, my mother was twenty two when I was born so you could count it almost from there, you know. 

 

Q. What about your dad do you know how old he was? 

A. Much the same. I think he was maybe a couple of years older then my mother y'know. 

 

Q. What was your father’s job? 

A. He worked here in the quarry among the stone, y'know how the stone houses are made. Well, maybe 
you’d pick a big slab half the size of that radiator there and quite thick. Well, they had to finish along the 
top and they had to edge it for making all the houses in the town. Y'know see how they’re all edged, 
Arlene, there's a bit chopped off like that and then they had to, <..pause..> that, Arlene, and they made 
tombstones for everybody and anybody up in <..pause..> Ballengeich Cemetery. 
Daughter: Wait a minute mum, that's Granpa Connelly you're talking about. Granpa Sprowel, your dad, 
he was a miner wasn't he? 

A. A Plean miner. 
Daughter: It’s your dad you’re talking about. 

A. I see, nothing very important but he was very strict with the lot of us because my mother died when I 
was thirteen and he had to be strict. He was sort of a father and mother to us, Arlene, and he thought 
he was awfy strict because Janet my young sister was only a year and seven months, Jayne. You look, 
back on your auntie Janet, Arlene, poor thing and there was me thirteen rearing her. He didnae bring 
anybody in, he asked us. Then my granny lived where you’d say in the next building. My mother's 
mother and my grandfather lived there so it was quite handy we really didnae need anybody, y’know. 
Well, there was the five of us y’know. My young sister was a year and seven months when my mother 
died. She'd say to me, (sadly) "Tell me what my mammy was like, Annie." Your auntie Janet, Arlene, 
and it was sad to hear her. She's in London now, her and Bruce but she’d say, "Tell me what like she 
was." Y’know and her pictures were sitting on the sideboard and the minute she come in the door, she 
looked at it. She was up in Bannockburn hospital for a while and she come back, she'd only be about 
four year old Arlene at that time. She’d say, "That’s mammy." She knew whenever she saw the picture 
y’know. 

 

Q. Can you remember if your parents went to church at all? 

A. They went to this church along here. 

 

Q. Is that Church of Scotland? 

A. Aye, and after did he not belong to the chapel, Arlene? 
Daughter: But your mum and dad went to St. Ninians’ Parish Church. 

 

Q. Did they take an interest in politics? 
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A. No, they hadnae time because there was the five of us y’know. I think really because they hadnae the 
time. They were quite popular in the village. And we had, I used to go, we used to meet in the, you 
know Community meetings, and we all went down to them. They don't have that now, Arlene. 

 

Q. So your parents were quite involved in the village life? 

A. Aye, they were Jayne. I can remember going to the hall often and hearing what everybody had said and 
they used to take it on a tape, a sort of gramophone thing. You’d hear everybody talking, it was great. 
(laugh) They maybe have them yet. 

 

Q. Can you remember what your house was like when you were a child? Was it a big house? 

A. No, it was only, it was a <..pause..> a big house but we had two rooms, you went up a stair. The people 
that owned the house, they had the whole bottom flat and we had our flat and there was a widower in 
next door to us. Quite young he was. Chrissie McKay and Willle McKay. They had three of a family. His 
wife died quite young. In these days there werenae any cure for TB. you know and she died with that. 
So we were sort of all thrown together. They were never out of our house Chris McKay. 

 

Q. So you had to share the bedrooms then? 

A. Oh aye, we had only the, <..pause..> Richard slept in the living room, the room that we lived in my dad 
had a bed in it and he slept with him and the rest of us slept through in the other room. We'd leave the 
door open, it was for the light, Arlene, it was only gas. 

 

Q. Can you remember what the washing arrangements were? Did you have a bathroom? 

A. Oh aye, once a week we had an outside [wash house]. The landlady lived underneath us and there was 
an outside wash-house and you went down and up the yard a bit and she had horses y'see and she 
stabled barley in a hay shed and then this other shed, I forget what was kept in it and then there was 
this wash-house that we all used 'cause there were one, two and we were three, four tenants and them 
the Millars. It was quite a happy life. In these days Jayne they maybe bought a house and they would let 
it to people that they liked, they paid the rent to them. It was no like nowadays you paid to the County 
[County Council]. They paid the rent to them. But it was quite a happy life y’know. 

 

Q. Did you have a bathroom in the house? 

A. No, no bathroom Jayne. The toilet was outside, it was a water toilet right enough but you went down the 
stair. They were all down the stair the landlady and we were up the stair and you went down and it was 
outside. It was in a sort of shed where they did the washing. 

 

Q. Did you do all of the housework? 

A. Well, my sister and I. She's only a year and eight month younger than me, the two of us did it between 
us. But it was quite a shock when my mother died Jayne because she left five of us and Janet was only 
a year and seven month and she was up in Bannockburn hospital with scarlet fever. They kept her ‘til 
she was two year old because I was too young, I was only thirteen. They kept her in the hospital ‘til she 
was two year old when they let her home to us. But I think little Janet enjoyed it quite, she never knew 
my mother. 

 

Q. Did your father help in the house at all? 

A. Oh aye, him and I went in and we did the washing when he came back from his work at night. I kindled 
the fire about four o’clock in the afternoon, it was an outside wash-house y’see. You know it did the four 
of us and the two tenants in the front, the six of us, that wash-house. 

 

Q. And your father helped with the washing? 

A. Oh aye, he helped. 

 

Q. What about cooking? 

A  He did it, he was an army cook y'see. Wasn't that lucky. 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have? 
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A. <..pause..> Stew and stovies, that was potatoes in with onions and sausage y'know and mince with 
doughballs or your stew, it wasnae so handy having the doughballs with the stew ‘cause your big lump 
of steak would stick onto it and what it was you divide the steak, you used to cut it in bits with the 
scissors y'see. But when you look back on it was quite a handy life. I mean nowadays everything’s all 
sort of made ready for you. 

 

Q Can you remember where you did the shopping? 

A. In the village. 

 

Q. Was there a Co-Op in the village? 

A. Aye, there was a Co-Op there and there was a butcher shop, Davie Woods a butcher shop opposite 
and we had the Co-Operative for the grocers and we had Davie Woods. Then there was another shop 
further along at the kirk and there were two auld women had that shop and then there was a shop at the 
top of the brae. 

 

Q. Did the Co-Op give credit? 

A. Oh aye, all the shops gave credit if you wanted it. 

 

Q. How did that work? 

A. You paid it weekly if you wanted it but my dad didnae want us because we were young Jayne, Bessie 
and that about thirteen or fourteen and we'd run [it] up and he'd say that's enough you know and he’d 
check us down for it. 

 

Q. Can you remember celebrating any special occasions when you were young? 

A. Oh, the New Year we had a great time. We used to get a drink off him at New Year. I mind he kept the 
bottle just lying there and I used to slip round the back of the chair and have a wee slug out of the bottle 
y’know and he’d say, "Aye that's fine that, that is." He says, "I hear you gulp, gulping there." 

 

Q. Did you do anything special on your birthday? 

A. No, nothing. You got a tanner for your birthday from him but during the week it was a penny or tuppence 
pocket money. Well, that was a lot of money in these days Jayne, y’know. But you got a tanner for your 
birthday and that was it, nae birthday cake or anything like that because I hadnae a mother y'know. But 
he baked, Arlene, see he was an army cook. So it come in dead handy for him even when my mother 
had died because he was an army cook in France y'know. 

 

Q. Can you remember were there any books in the house? 

A. I think so. 
Daughter: Were you a reader and my granpa? 

A. Aye the two of us. 

 

Q. Did you belong to the library?  

A. Aye there was a library in here and we used to change the books once a week or once a fortnight. If it 
was a big book, well you took it out for a fortnight because we all read it y'see, but the library did well 
with the tenants y'know and you got plenty books to read if you wanted. You could come away with two 
books and that would maybe do you a week or a fortnight depending an how big the book was, but I 
loved reading. 

 

Q. Did you get any magazines or newspapers? 

A. We got, <..pause..> The Forword was one of the magazines. That was the gossip paper, The Forword, 
and then there was the daily papers. You know, The Express and all that. But The Forword was the 
village paper, and everything that we did was in The Forword, and along in this hall along here every 
Tuesday we got our papers and it wasnae in the local. It's funny you asking that Jayne, it's the first time 
I’ve remembered that since then. The Forword.  

 

Q. Can you remember being taken out to visit neighbours or friends or relatives? 
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A. No, y'know where my gran lived some of the buildings well, they all were folk up the stair and folk down 
the stair and the people that were up the stair were up a close and up the stone steps and up into their 
house and that's where my granny lived in the next building y'see. It was quite handy for my dad 
because she taught us the different things like how to make doughballs to put in your stew and all that. 
She helped because she was a cook y'see. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on any holidays when you were a child? 

A. Oh no, we hadnae the money. 

 

Q. Do you remember if there was a wedding in the family when you were young? 
Daughter: My auntie Jenny's wedding. 

A. Aye, but I don't remember much about my Jenny's wedding. 
Daughter: You were a best-maid. 

A. I was the best-maid well, I should have remembered. 

 

Q. Can you tell me whether you spend Sundays differently? 

A. Oh no, at the end of the week my dad, the whole lot of us did out the whole house. I mean we had 
nothing else to do in these days but do your housework and your fire was done twice. They put yon 
black-lead on, the grate. Oh Jayne, I hated it putting the black-lead on the grate, simply loathed it. 

 

Q. You did that at a weekend did you? 

A. Aye, fancy you talking about that now minding how I hated it. 

 

Q. Did you go to church? 

A. Eh, no' very often. Well, I'll tell you we didnae belong to that kirk there we belonged to St. Ninians’ 
Parish Church and my dad took us along on the Communion Sunday and that was about every three 
month I think, and he took us along to the Communion, that was once in three month. Then latterly as I 
got older and I started going with your dad to this kirk here and it was handier, the local kirk, y'now. 

 

Q. Did you have best clothes for a Sunday? 

A. No, because I had to make everything myself. I was a beautiful dressmaker. I used to make for my pals 
and everything, five bob to make a dress Jayne. (laugh) All my pals I make all their frocks because I 
loved sewing. 
Daughter: You made things for my auntie Janet. 

A. Aye, Janet and Richard. Shirts and that for him. Maybe the shirts of my father were too wee. I would 
take out the best bits and make him [Richard] a shirt. 

 

Q. Did you not make yourself anything special for a Sunday? 

A. No, we had naewhere to go on Sundays Jayne, unless go for a walk round the Mill Road, that was all. 

 

Q. Did you bring your children up to go to church like Arlene? 

A. Did you go to kirk? Aye, I did. She doesnae mind, fancy that. 

 

Q. When you were young before you started looking after the house who did you play with? 

A. Just the neighbours. Our neighbour next door she died. Tuberculosis was a very current disease in the 
village because there wasnae any cure for it in they days. The lung just withered away and a lot of them 
died with TB. I remember that because if we had a cold the first thing the auld man did was you got that 
cod liver oil for the cold. 

 

Q. What games did you play when you were young? 

A. Hide and Seek. (laugh) 

 

Q. Was that out in the street you'd play? 
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A. Our house it was like this house but we were up the stair and we played round the back and there was 
four gardens. There was us and the folk down the stair, then there was another two tenants that had a 
single-end each. We hadnae a road into the hoose. There was a great big tenement and there was two 
cottages and we had to go to the end of the cottages and along and up the stair, see. 

 

Q. So that's where you played Hide and Seek? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. What kind of toys did you have to play with? 

A. The auld man he worked up in the Castle, my grandfather and they played a lot of tennis up in the 
Castle and they would loss their balls. The lassies were playing up there y'see, the toffs and when they 
went away my father got a ladder and went away up an looked along the rones to see where the ball 
was and brought all the balls home. Great I never had to buy a ball. See, the balls would slip into the 
rone and that was them lost their ball. 

 

Q. Can you remember if boys and girls played the same games or did you have your own games? 

A. No, we’d just all play together y'know. 

 

Q. And could you play with anyone you liked? 

A. Oh aye, you played with whoever you wanted to, aye. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies? 

A. Em. 
Daughter: You were fond of art. 

A. Aye, I was keen about art. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the pictures? 

A. Aye, once in a blue moon, no' very often. 

 

Q. Was that because you couldn't afford it? 

A Well, we hadnae the money really and yet if my mother had been alive he would have had less money 
but he was fond of her. 

 

Q. Did you get any pocket money? 

A. A tanner. 

 

Q. What did you spend it on? 

A. Well, we were working in Woolworth’s and he gave us this tanner whether or no' and we’d have five bob 
in Woolworth’s and we'd maybe save it up and buy something nice to wear. That's what we done and 
we’d go to the dances down here. Saving up for a jumper or a dress or anything you know. 

 

Q. It must have taken a long time to save up? 

A. It was quite interesting y'know. I think we have mair sense than what the lassies have nowadays. 
(laugh) 

 

Q. I’m going to ask you about your school days now. Were you given lessons before you went to school at 
all? 

A. No. 

 

Q. How old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Five. 

 

Q. Which school did you go to? 
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A. Cambusbarron. 

 

Q. Is that a mixed school? 

A. A mixed school, aye, boys and girls. 

 

Q. Did you like it? 

A. I remember my very first lesson and I thought I would never manage it and it was 6 and 7. 1 can 
remember my first sum it was add 6 and 7 and it was 13 and I was fair chuffed with myself and I 
remember coming down the Burnside and looking up at the clock, that clock there, "Oh," I said, "it's four 
o'clock, I could read the time." 

 

Q. Did you like school? 

A. Oh, I liked it. I was thrilled because it suddenly, I don’t know if you two found that when you learnt the 
time but I suddenly looked up at the clock coming down the Burnside. It was a lonely place the Burnside 
you know and I heard it ringing four o’clock and I saw it and I said, "Now I know the time." It just 
suddenly hit me. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers at school? 

A. I liked the teachers, aye. 

 

Q. Were they strict? 

A. Oh aye, they were strict, <..pause..> really they had to be strict and the Headmaster he was strict as well. 
We used to get lessons from Mr. Grierson and his son turned out a professor. Christ he was like John 
Grierson. 
Daughter: A documentary film maker. 

 

Q. Did the teachers give you the strap or anything? 

A. Oh aye, but I was careful I juked the strap, I didnae want it. A lot of them didnae bother and they’d 
maybe be talking, and the teacher would tell them to keep quiet and they wouldnae keep quiet, and of 
course out came the, I was too fly for that Jayne, I wasnae gonna get the strap. It went away up your 
wrist y'know. See that mark? That’s the strap. 

 

Q. Really, you've still got the mark? 

A. It never goes away. Y’see now they're thinner. At the end of the strap there's that grey area, I don’t think 
there’s one there now. 

 

Q. So you did get the strap sometimes? 

A. Och, I got the strap often. You got the strap for no' being clever. That’s what you got the strap for. If you 
hadnae the answer, out, because she had maybe already given you the answer see and then if you 
couldnae give the answers, I'd have forgotten it you were out and that was you. 

 

Q. Can you remember what subjects you did at school? 

A. Just the ordinary subjects. 

 

Q. Maths and Needlework and things like that? 

A. I liked the Needlework and I liked the Maths, I wasnae clever at it but I wasnae a dunce. I knew better 
than that because them that werenae clever at Maths they got strapped a lot and Annie wasnae gonnae 
get the strap. 

 

Q. Did you wear a uniform for school? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What did you wear? 
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A. When my mother was alive she used to make dresses for us. She'd have a navy blue dress and she’d 
make it into a square, you used to wear them, a gym dress. 

 

Q. Were there poor children at the school? 

A. Quite a lot of children. Oh, they were all us children. 

 

Q. Would they be dressed differently? 

A. Oh no, they'd just be the same. In these days, in fact it was worse then than what it is now because 
nowadays the parents can go and earn some money, like working in Woolworth’s the same as what I 
did, y'know but in these days they were really poor y'know. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you did at play time at school? 

A. Hiding. (laugh) 

 

Q. Were there any gangs in the school? 

A. Aye, if you were in the clever gang you were alright, so you made sure you were going to be clever to 
be in it ‘cause if you were in the other gang they used to batter each other. They really did, when you 
look back on it and say, "What a life." You wouldnae put up with it nowadays y'know. 

 

Q. Did you go to another school after the Cambusbarron? 

A. No, my mother died and I had to leave. 

 

Q. Would you have liked to have gone on to Stirling High? 

A. I don't think so. 
Daughter: You were there for six months.  

A. Aye, and I didnae like it. I'll tell you what I didnae like about the High, the day school in the village you 
were in the same room and you were getting different subjects at different times in that same room. 
When you went to the High you had to flee from one end of the building away [to the other]. You know 
how the High School is along there and you’re fleeing along they corridors and you're knocking folk 
down and they were knocking you down. That’s what I remember about that, I didnae like it at all. I was 
nine month at it and my mother died and that was it and I remember that. 

 

Q Did you have a part-time job when you were at school? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What was your first full-time job? 

A. After l left school, <..pause..> printing material, design. The job down here in the Mill and the tables were 
eighteen yards long and you put that material, you pasted the table with ordinary gum, flour and water 
y'know and then you spread eighteen yards of material, more than eighteen there was about sixty four 
yards in it and it was up in a roll y'see and it came down and along the table and the table was eighteen 
yards long. Before you put it on the table you had to, you had a barrow at the side of the table and you 
put paste on it, just flour and water and you spread that on the table, then you spread your material on 
and then put that barrow away and you got your barrow with the colours, whatever colours. You had a 
code on the end of whatever design you were doing. It was quite an intricate job at the designs and at 
the end of the numbers, and they were sold a lot down in England. I often think about it, I often wish that 
I had kept a bit of it. But if you were doing things like that you got that fed up looking at it you didnae 
bother there'd maybe be about a yard and a half left off sixty two yards, or sixty three yards and they 
only wanted sixty and there’d be three yards left and we used to maybe just divide it between us; thirty 
bob each. It was quite a lot of money when you think that your pay was only fifteen bob or thirteen bob 
y'know. 

 

Q. Can you remember what hours you worked? 

A. From eight to one, <..pause..> from eight to twelve and from twelve to one and some days it was to 
depending on whatever they were doing you got to half past one. Then you finished at five thirty and 
you couldnae leave the Mill down here, you didnae get out the gate ‘til a quarter to six and there was a 
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man standing at the gate. One of the men Iike to see that the lassies didnae take anything. See it was 
material like that, all designs and some used to wrap a bit round about them and they had to watch. 

 

Q. What did you wear for work? Did you have a uniform? 

A. No. Over and above that I worked on Saturday. On Saturday we didnae work down there and well we 
did half day, twelve o'clock and then I got a job in Woolworth’s. I started at about one o'clock, and I 
worked to six at night in Woolworth’s. Five bob for the week, it wasnae much when you think on it. 

 

Q. Which job did you prefer? 

A. Well, I think I liked the Mill because Woolworth was quite, <..pause..> the pattern, there was a handle on it 
y'see and you stamped it there and you stamped it there the whole eighteen yards down you stamped it 
with a different bit of the design. 

 

Q. So did you think it was more skilled in the Mill than working in Woolworth’s? 

A. Working in Woolworth’s was nothing 'cause they could put you anywhere. I only took, the job in 
Woolworth’s for the sake of the extra five bob. The old man he only gave us a tanner off of that money. 

 

Q. In the Mill, can you remember if it was men and women working together? 

A. No. We made the material, printed it right, maybe sixty two yards of material and they had about seven 
or eight men on the other side of the yard down here in the Mill and they had long, it would be about the 
length of the room, long sinks they could put the material into for all that colour to come out. But before 
they put it into there, I should have mentioned it they put it on pulleys and put into this room and 
steamed it, and that steam done when we buy our material, likes of. 

 

Q. Like you showed me before? 

A. Aye, you steamed it in for about three quarters of an hour and then washed it and when they washed it 
the design didnae come out y'see because the colour was steamed in. You had to be pretty careful 
about the colours. 

 

Q. So you didn't have any men actually working with you in the printing room? 

A. No, there was only our boss and the other fellows. No, there werenae any men working. There were 
men they were in charge of the sheds, again when we finished the material they had to take it over to 
another building across and down here in the Mill and wash it and it was some washing. They had great 
big long sinks for putting that material into and they kept washing it with cold water ‘til all the material 
came out. It was steamed first. 

 

Q. Did you get on with the girls that you worked with? 

A. Oh aye, we aye had to because there werenae that many of you, there maybe just be about eleven and 
twenty, I think there’d only be about sixteen of us. There was eight tables, I'm right enough eight two's is 
sixteen, then they'd maybe have four extra lassies in case somebody didnae turn up. And when you 
printed it that material had to go across the yard down here in the Mill to a place. We just printed it with 
the colour that went on the linen. 

 

Q. Were you all doing the same job in your room? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. There was nobody doing a different job? 

A. No, no just that. They took it off to this shed and these two men steamed it, they put it on rollers like a 
pulley and they would shut the door and it was steamed for about an hour and then they opened and 
they took the material out and they brought it back over to us and we had to wash all that dye out of it. 

 

Q. It must have been a dirty job? 

A. It was dirty. 

 

Q. Did you wear gloves? 
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A. No, because there was plenty oh <..pause..> what do you call it bleach. We had to use the bleach for 
taking the colour off the blocks any how. The blocks would be about, like this and it was all running 
down it you see depending there was a handle and everything and you just dipped it in. 

 

Q. Did you use the bleach for cleaning your hands as well? 

A. Aye, you used it for taking all the colour off. 

 

Q. It would take your skin off as well I would think. 

A. It did your hands were in a mess but you had, I forget the name of the stuff, slippy stuff for putting on. 
Daughter: Sort of Swarf something like the men used for their hands. 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. Could you talk among yourself while you were working? 

A. Oh aye. 

 

Q. So you were quite relaxed? 

A. You had to. See there was only two of you at the table and you went down the row printing this, some of 
the prints werenae very big, some that size and some that size but flat and the designs was, there were 
pins and there was a handle number y'see and you pinned it into that bit and that bit and that bit all the 
road down the eighteen yards. It was really interesting. They don't do that now y’know. 

 

Q. Can you remember was there a Work’s Club or a canteen or anything? 

A. No, you just made a cup of tea in our yard where we were you know. 

 

Q. So there was no entertainment? 

A. Oh no, you got five or ten minutes off round about eleven o'clock, and by half past twelve you were 
getting from half past twelve to half past one for your dinner for whatever you were going to make. 

 

Q. Did you come home for your dinner? 

A. No, we took it in whatever you had in the middle of the day. I wouldnae of had time to come up the road, 
it was quite a wee bit up the road. 

 

Q. Can you remember anything about the boss what he was like? 

A. Oh aye, they were quite nice. One of them lived up in Dillin Place here Malcolm McGregor the boss. 
Malcolm McGregor what a nice man he was. He'd say to me, "Is that it finished now?" and I had sixty 
two yards of material and then his men washed it and then they put it on pulleys y'see and then they 
would take me and the other lassie back o'er to see if we had left any bits of material. Sometimes you 
had forgotten to put a wee bit in and you had to go and put it back in again and it was steamed all o’er 
again, maybe just a wee bit. 

 

Q. Were you paid bonuses when you finished a bit of material? 

A. Aye, you didnae get very much maybe say about thirteen or fourteen bob for the sixty two yards of 
material, over and above your wages. You were paid the bonus but it wasnae very much you never 
thought nothing about it because you had to do it proper. That was sent down to England and the boss 
went over the whole, it was taken over to another building and this boss used to put it on the pulley and 
look at it all the road down to see that there werenae any mistakes in it and if there was a mistake in it 
the whole lot come back o'er mind you had to put that wee bit in. It was maybe just a wee bit too. 

 

Q. Would you lose any of your pay if there was a mistake in it? 

A. No, no you just sorted it and that was it. No, you werenae punished for it y'know. 

 

Q. Did you enjoy working in the Mill? 

A. I liked it but then I took this job in Woolworth’s on a Saturday over and above and I don't think I ever 
liked working in Woolworth’s because you were running about too much where as when you were down 
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here you were going from the one end of the table to the eighteen yards to the other end and back up 
the other side. Whereas in Woolworth’s you were only another shirt, you were maybe on the counter 
down at the door, the floor assistant would come along and say you are wanted up in such and such up 
the stair. You had to flee away up the stair but it got that I was on that same, I used to say, "No, I like 
being here." "Alright I'll go and get somebody else." Some lassies like chasing about you know. 

 

Q. Was Woolworth’s busy on a Saturday? 

A. Oh aye, it was busy, it was. 

 

Q. How long did you work in the Mill? 

A. About four year I think, four or five year. I went there when I was thirteen. My mother died and the old 
man said to me right, when my sister became, <..pause..> I was fourteen, when my sister became thirteen 
she took over and he said, right and I got hunted down with your auntie Bessie too, we didnae like it. I 
didnae like working in the Mill, I'd rather have been in the house making his dinner and making 
everything nice because in these days you hadnae the Hoover or anything like that you know, the 
housework was hard. You had to scrub everything out you know. 

 

Q. So why did you leave the Mill? 

A. I got married. (laugh) I couIdnae mind about that. (laugh) Do you know what I mind of? Your dad sitting 
greetin’. He gave me a wedding you see, the wedding was down there in the hall and we come back 
from the hall down into the hoose and nae honeymoon and he was heartbroken. I said, "What's wrong 
with you?" He says, "Well, when I come in at four o'clock you'll no' be there." (sadly) 
Daughter: Tell Jayne about the wedding scramble. 

A. Oh aye, from the window. 
Daughter: Granpa saved up all the money, didn't he? 

A. Aye, he saved up all the money to the end of the six weeks, I think it was and the bairns would all 
gather down at the corner, we lived up the stair y’see and he'd say, "Right lassies, right laddies," and 
he'd get the basin, we'd put all the pennies into just an ordinary basin you did the dishes in but an auld 
yin y'see, there'd be a holes in it likely and he flung that basin of money out and I can see that scramble 
yet. Them all waiting, "What about the scramble Beck? What about the scramble Beck?” Beck was my 
father. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you got married then? 

A. Twenty-two, I think. 

 

Q. How long had you known your husband? 

A. Eh <..pause..> from when I was about eighteen, I think. 

 

Q. Can you remember how you met him? 

A. Aye. I was walking along the street with this lassie, this pal of mine y'see and these fellows were all 
standing at the top of the Craigs and of course the reason we were in the town was to go in and try and 
get a boyfriend y’see and we come along the street and this lassie says, "I like that one do you like 
him?" I says, "Oh, aye." So we would go along the street and come back and four of them would be 
standing and instead of walking past them, we just walked right through them. (laugh) Y'know what I 
mean. They were standing waiting on lassies coming along anyway. 

 

Q. Was this common? 

A. Aye, they’d all stand on the pavement, just all stand and instead of come o’er to the edge of the 
pavement, I said, ”Look at that they’re all standin' there." So we just walked right through them and one 
of them would just grab you. (laugh) 

 

Q. Where did your husband come from, was he local? 

A. Aye, the Craigs and oh, I hated it. Oh, I didnae like the town. I liked my mother-in-law. Oh aye, she was 
a nice auld woman, she was that pleased. She had two laddies and her man. She said, "It's that nice 
Annie to have a woman to talk to” I got on great with her. She was awfy kind to me. 
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Q. How long were you engaged before you got married? 

A. About four years, aye. 

 

Q. Can you remember if you could save up any money before you got married? 

A. I don’t think so, I don't think we had very much. <..pause..> Where would we get the money anyway. 

 

Q. Did anybody help, like your husband? 

A. My auld man. He made a tea for whoever was all invited. There'd be about sixteen of us I think at the 
wedding. You got presents from all the village, different folk that you knew in the village. The folk were 
really kind in these days. Your neighbour would say. "I’ve got a wedding present for you," and I got, was 
it forty-two wedding presents. 

 

Q. What type of things? 

A. Sheets and scrubbin' brushes and eh, <..pause..> scrubbin' board. 

 

Q. They were all useful present? 

A. They were useful things y'know. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you wore for your wedding? Did you have a long dress? 

A. No, no. A lot of the lassies did them that had a white wedding. If they had a white wedding they had the 
money. The white weddings it was great. Such and such abody’s gettin' married the day, a white 
wedding and we used to all go along. When they come out the door we'd throw all our money at them 
and they had to bend down and pick them up and we used to get a rare look at all their lovely frock, and 
everything. We used to throw the money at them when they came out y'see and they expected it. Yet 
there was what you call a makes, have you got your makes with you. I said, "Aye, I've got my makes." 
So we all gave another when she came out the hall. We just threw our makes at them, oh it was rare 
fun. They don’t do that now, hen. 

 

Q. What was your husband’s job when you got married? 

A. Now, what did he work at? <..pause..> 

Daughter: Did he humph coal, deliver coal? 

A. He delivered coal, then he got a job in Government Stores. You know the Government Stores. 
Daughter: He delivered coal then he went to Lawson’s. 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. What was Lawson’s? 
Daughter: Lawson’s was a,  

A. Material, he lost that job, Arlene. 
Daughter: But he was a salesman with Lawson’s. 

A. He was a salesman with Lawson’s, aye he lost that job. 
Daughter: A drapery firm, Jayne. He had to get the money off the customers or something.  

A. He cheated them anyway and they found out. He went round collecting the customers that couldnae 
come into the shop. He went to Plean and Bannockburn and Cowie and all the different places 
collecting the money at the end of the week and he maybe hadnae handed it all in. He didnae get fined 
or anythin' like that. They just said, "Right your out." A lot of them did that. 

 

Q. What did he do after that? Can you remember?  
Daughter: The Government Stores. 

A. The Government Stores. 

 

Q. Was that his main job? 

A. Aye, that was his main job after that. 

 

Q. Where did you live after you got married? 
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A. I had a hoose in the North End. I had a single end, aye, and the woman next door to me - it was a close. 
There was Almar House up at the back and there were two cottages at the front and one had a room 
and kitchen and I got the single end. The folk that had been in it before me had made it into one room, 
instead of makin' it into two, there was three windows in it. Two windows in the front and one at the back 
and the window at the back that was the room and they went and knocked it down. It was knocked 
down when I went in so that was it. I quite enjoyed it y’know.  

 

Q. What did you have to cook on? 

A. Just coal fire, aye. 

 

Q. No range, just a fire? 

A. It was a range, aye, but there was no gas y'know. Where did I go after that, Arlene? Oh I got a hoose up 
in 2 Underwood and that was a coal fire, that was along here at the end. That was a coal fire and a 
range. You hadnae gas. When did I get the gas Arlene? 
Daughter: You had gas in granpa's hoose. 

A. We came on a Saturday, and she brought some for Saturday and Sunday, but all during the week he 
was working up in a quarry y’see and well a man needed a bite comin' in. 

 

Q. How did you manage the housekeeping in the early years, was it hard? 

A. I don’t think so but you hadnae the Hoover, you hadnae the electric, anyway it was gas. 

 

Q. How did you manage for money? 

A. You just put money in your gas meter and that was it. You mean money for the house? Two pound ten, 
I think that was his pay then. 

 

Q. Did he hand that over to you? 

A. Aye, he gave it all to me and I cannae mind of how much I gave him back. It wasnae a pound for sure 
because he only had that two pound ten and he would tell me how much money he wanted and I used 
to buy him something every day for his piece. But we got on fine y'know and then I had the bairns y’see 
I had five of them. 

 

Q. Can you tell me their names and when they were born? 

A. Eh, Ray was born on the I2th February, 19, <..pause..> 34 and Derek was born two year after that, he 
was two years and he died. My second wee laddie and he was the only bairn I had with red hair. It was 
something special when he died. I never really got o'er it, it was just because he had the red hair. What 
a nice bairn he was and with him having the red hair. He had awfy white, white teeth. But he was only 
two year and three month and he took meningitis. See these days if they took meningitis and that they 
hadnae the vaccines to cure them y'know and I didnae really get o’er lossing that wee laddie. I had five 
of them mark you too. 

 

Q. Who were the other children? 

A. Ray, Derek, and Ronnie and Ernest and Arlene and Maureen, six. 

 

Q Was that the number of children that you wanted? 

A. No, they just came and that was that. 

 

Q. Was there any method of birth control or anything that you could use? 

A. I think there was. 

 

Q. There wasn't the pill was there? 

A. Oh, there wasnae the pill but there was these, <..pause..> French letters you know but my man didnae 
like them because they hurt the men. See there was a ring at the top of it and that ring used to hurt 
them and he wouldnae use it. 
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Q. Could you get advice on birth control from anybody if you needed it? 

A. No, you couldnae get anything like that. No' in my day. I had the five of them and that just seemed to be 
how many I was going to have and that was it. 

 

Q. Were your children born at home or in hospital? 

A. In hospital. 

 

Q. Can you remember how you fed your first baby? 

A. Oh, breast fed. I think I breast fed the first two and after that I couldnae, I hadnae the same power in 
your body and if you havnae got the power you havnae got the milk. 

 

Q. So who did you ask for advice about bringing up children and things? Was it your mother-in-law? 

A. Oh, my neighbours. My landlady was quite good y'know. I mean she would know when I was expecting 
she would see it. The drying room’s up at the back of her house. You went in the close and there was 
Alma House, the big house up at the back and we were in Alma Cottages. Two wee cottages in the 
front. So it was a sort of protection I think for the big house y'know and we all got on fine. I got on fine 
with her too because we had to get on with her because we went up and did some work for her. The 
house was that big that she couldnae manage it hersel’ and we used to do down the stairs. We'd polish 
each side of the carpet. In these days we've got carpet all o'er but in these days you just had a bit 
carpet right down and you had to go and polish all that bit, it was all varnished. 

 

Q. So this was after you married you did this work? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. Was this just sort of just casual? 

A. Well, you had to do it because she was your landlady and she paid you for it. It was only once a week 
anyway but it was really hard work you know. 

 

Q. So if you were ill or confined to bed or anything you got help from your relatives and neighbours? 

A. Aye, my sisters and them up the road. My dad lived no' very far up the road. I made the dinner for him 
and Richard and Janet. 

 

Q. So who helped when you were expecting your children? 

A. Naebody. Five of them and my dad would come in first from the quarry and he would say, "Right, 
Annie." and he would do the potatoes, peel them or scrub them or whatever and I'd be making the 
mince or the stew or whatever it was and I made the dinner for him and Richard and Janet and Bill and 
my five. It was a lot of cooking. 

 

Q. So that was eleven people that you were cooking for? 

A. Aye, but I never washed a dish, or dried a dish. My dad made Richard and Janet do it and they did it 
between them. One washed one week and the other one washed the following week. Washed and 
dried, they took turn about because he was so grateful to get the dinner made and he would come in 
and maybe the dinner wasnae right ready, my dad. See he was an army cook and he'd say, "Right 
away you go" and he’d get on with the stew or whatever it was. 

 

Q. Was it unusual for a man to cook in those days? 

A. Oh, aye but see my dad with him being in the army so it was nothing to him. He would rattle it up in nae 
time. Do y'know this I can see him yet throwing the mince or the stew into the pan and there was 
nothing in the pan and putting it on the gas and he'd stir it round and round until it was brown and he’d 
say, "That's it brown now" and he'd away and get that stuff that we thickened it with, Bisto, and get that 
ready and get it in. And he loved whole onions in his stew, he didnae like them cut up, neither did I and I 
used to peel the onion and I put maybe six onions on the top of our stew and then when I was goin' to 
thicken the mince or stew I had to lift them out and put them on a plate and put them above the cooker 
to thicken up the stew and then put the onions back in and heat it for a wee while. When I look back on 
it, it was a lot of hard work. I was great with my dinner fae my dad because I was doin' that for him and 
Richard and Janet y'see. 
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Q. Where you lived do you think that everybody had the same standard of living or were there some toffs in 
the neighbourhood? 

A. No, I think they were all much about the same y'know. 

 

Q. So who were like the most important people in the district? 

A. I had my dad and Richard and Janet and my husband and his folk but I had plenty relatives and then 
the woman next door to me I got on alright with her and she'd say to me, "Oh, here's your dad, Annie or 
such abody comin’," and she hadnae any family and she would take mine and she say “Right.” And 
she’d knock on the door in the morning and she'd say, "Have you got one ready." And she’d look after 
two while I had the rest. 

 

Q. So she was really helpful? 

A. Well, aye we got on fine. You had to do that to sort of keep, we used to go for a walk down round the 
Mill Road with the two prams. I had two prams y'know. I got another yin when I had too many bairns but 
I had two prams and her and I used to go down round the Mill Road and back up. 

 

Q. At that time did you think of yourself as a member of like the working class? 

A. Aye, everybody was the same. Well, the folk across the road from me they had their own house, the 
Millars. Jenny Millar and Jenny went to Aberdeen to work. She had a job up there and she used to 
come home at the weekend and the father was a tailor and his wife helped him. They were an awfy nice 
family. They lived just directly across the road from us and further up, there werenae very many houses 
in North End in these days and further up there was one other house and I forget who was in that and 
further up from that was my dad’s. There was just about three or four houses in the whole of the North 
End and you look at it now you know. 

 

Q. Can you remember were you a member of a savings’ club or anything when you were married? 

A. No, they hadnae anything like that. 

 

Q. Do you remember having to struggle to make ends meet at any time? Say your husband was 
unemployed. 

A. For food, no 'cause my dad and I shared it y'know we had always plenty food. 

 

Q. So you can't remember the depression being really bad? 
Daughter: You can mind the 1926 strike. What did your dad do in the 1926 strike? 

A. They wanted to buy the rations’ office and he wouldnae let them. 
Daughter: Aye but also in the 1926 strike, the miners’ strike. Mind he was a miner and you went up to 
get wood and my granpa made the soup in the big vats. D'you mind of that. He had an allotment he 
used to collect all the vegetables, mv granpa Sprowll. 

A. We waited and watched the wood. 
Daughter: You went with him to collect the wood, the horse and cart and then you also, during the 1926 
strike my granpa got everybody organised and went round the village and got vegetables and made the 
soup. 

 

Q. He was in the soup kitchen? 

A. Aye, he was in the soup kitchen. He was an awfy worker. You never got a minute to sit down and he'd 
come in and say, "Right," and he would get on with the, the dinner was made in my hoose. 
Daughter: Aye but I’m talking about the soup kitchen mum, the 1926 strike. 

A. In the Parish Hall. 
Daughter: Mind in the Barns. Your mother said you werenae to take anything because it was in the 
Barns. 

A. Aye, I wouldnae take it or he was fair angry. 

 

Q Why not? 
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A. Well, where they made the soup the people and that, what they called the Barns did their washin' all 
week and at the weekend it was used for, they filled it up with stew. 

 

Q. So you didn’t fancy it then? 

A. My father ate it. 
Daughter: They were washed out, scrubbed out. 

A. Oh aye, they were all scrubbed out, but I wouldnae take it and all. He used to get angry. 
Daughter: Your mother said you werenae to take any. You werenae to have any of that soup out the 
Barns. 

A. The Barns’ soup. (laugh) 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of the Second World War? 

A. Was that the Second World War? 
Daughter: No, that was before the Second World War. 

 

Q. Can you remember rationing? 

A. Oh aye. We got on alright with the rationing. They used to, they were dead fly. I had five bairns y'see 
and I had plenty money. They'd say to me, "Go on, give me a couple of books, Annie." But I would go 
into the butcher’s shop and maybe somebody would have only one book and I'd give them a couple of 
my books to get a bit mince or whatever they wanted or I would get it for them and they would pay for it. 
You see you only got so much meat, each person during the war. 

 

Q. What about clothes’ rationing do you remember the coupons for the clothes?  

A. Well, I was always pretty careful. I had so many y'see, y’see I had the sewing machine and he bought 
me that yin. That was new when he bought it, my dad. He said after all the work you've done. The other 
yin was my mother’s y’know. There was five of us Janet, and Richard, and Bessie, and Honor, and me. 

 

Q. Did you sew for people during the war as well? 

A. No, because I had all them to do for them, they were all out working down in the Government Stores, 
y'see and I was doin' it for them but I wouldnae do it for other folk Jayne because I don’t think they 
would have appreciated it. I just did it for the family, y'know. If there was any pair soul, maybe just one 
person I would slip them a plate of stew. Who was next door to me Arlene during the war? 
Daughter: Mrs Flowers; you were in Underwood at that time. 

A. Aye. 
Daughter: I was born in 1939, the beginning of the War. I was a premature twin baby weren't I? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Thank you.
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Q. Could you tell me when you were born? 

A. 1911. 

 

Q. Where were you born? 

A. I was born in Cowie. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. Oh, just a matter of a few months. 

 

Q. And where did you go after that? 

A. My parents moved to Plean then. 

 

Q. Did you have any brothers or sisters? 

A. Yes, I had three brothers older than myself, and two sisters younger. 

 

Q. Do you know how old your parents would be when you were born? 

A. Oh, they'd be in their thirties, I would think. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. My father was an oversman at the Plean Colliery. 

 

Q. Can you tell me anything about his work at all? 

A. Yes, he was an oversman. 

 

Q. Do you know what he did? 

A. Yes, he, <..pause..> well it explains itself, he was an oversman. Like, in the old days, they said he was the 
gaffer at the pit. 

 

Q. I just wondered if you knew his hours or anything? 

A. Yes. He left the house in the morning at, I'd say about half past six and he came home about half past 
four. 

 

Q. How many days a week was that? 

A. Well, he had a six day week, but he used to go up to the pit on a Sunday afternoon to see the back shift 
down, to see the back shift men down the mine, and then came home again. It was practically a seven 
day a week job. But he finished earlier on a Saturday. He didn't have to work on Sunday, but he just 
liked to go up on a Sunday, to see that the shift had got down, and were getting on with their work. 

 

Q. Did your mother work before she got married? 

A. No. <..pause..> Yes! My mother, <..pause..> yes, before she married she was a clerkess at Kinniel Colliery. 

 

Q. And after she married, did she work at all? 

A. Oh no, no. She had six children! (laughs) 
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Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was that a regular sort of thing? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What church was that? 

A. Plean Parish Church. 

 

Q. Were they interested in politics? 

A. Not particularly. 

 

Q. Do you know what party they would have voted for? 

A. <..pause..> Well I should have thought with the job my father had, the mine was privately owned in those 
days, and I think they were expected to be Conservative. 

 

Q. Do you know if they had any spare time, what your parents would do? Did they have any hobbies? 

A. Well, my father was interested in football. He used to take a great interest in the football, the football 
team; and now and then he would go around and look for young footballers, to join the team. But no, by 
the time they got home from their work, they were too tired. There wasn't a great deal of social activity in 
a village like ours. You know, home and that was them in for the night. 

 

Q. Was your mum in any Women's Guilds or anything like that? 

A. We didn't have anything like that, no. 

 

Q. Was she a knitter? 

A. Yes, my mother knitted socks. She always had a pair of socks, knitted socks. She always kept knitting. 
She always had something on the knitting pins, and it was always grey woollen socks. 

 

Q. The first house you can remember living in, as a child, have you got any particular memories of that? 
Can you describe how many rooms, and the furniture at all? 

A. <..pause..> Yes, I can remember it. It was down in the first row in the village. A room and kitchen and 
scullery. I can remember that. Then we moved further on, up to the top row, which was, <..pause..> well it 
was affectionately known as the 'Piano Row'. Now, not everybody had a piano. (laughs) <..pause..> And 
then we moved up to West Plean, to a nice house at West Plean for the, the mining officials' house at 
West Plean. And my sisters and one brother attended the school at West Plean. A nice little village 
school, a two teacher school at West Plean. And as we got older we had to move back down into the 
village because it was too far for us to walk from West Plean back down to Plean School. So we came 
back down to Plean. And that's, <..pause..> I can remember that house. 

 

Q. So where did you all sleep? 

A. Well, when we came back down to the village, our house was two houses knocked into one, so we had 
three bedrooms! Oh yes! (laughs) We had three bedrooms, and a nice big living-room and a scullery 
with inside toilet and sinks and everything in it. Yes. We were very comfortably housed. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework herself, or did she ever have anybody in to help? 

A. She had a little bit of help 'til I left school. And then when I left school, I was mother's help. 

 

Q. Was that paid help? 

A. No, no, oh no? I only got my pocket money on a Saturday. 

 

Q. No, I mean did she have somebody in that she paid, before? 
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A. Yes, she had somebody in for her. 

 

Q. Was that for the washing or? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, she had a washer woman came in and did the washing on a Tuesday morning. 

 

Q. And where was the wash-house? 

A. <..pause..> The boiler was in the scullery, it was inside. 

 

Q. Did you father help your mother in the house at all? Did he do any jobs, like decorating or repairs? 

A. Oh no! In those days fathers didn't do anything in the house; mother did the work. Oh, no. When father 
came home his dinner was ready, waiting for him coming in. Fathers didn't do housework. Oh no. 

 

Q. Would he look after the children? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Was he quite good with you as children? 

A. Oh he was, yes. 

 

Q. What sort of jobs did you have to do around the house, when you got old enough? 

A. <..pause..> Well, first thing in the morning there was a range to clean, big, black range had to be cleaned, 
then the carpets were lifted and taken out and beaten and brushed, and the kitchen floor swept, and 
then beds made and, <..pause..> just general household duties. Always plenty of dishes to wash, and 
pots and pans to clean, always plenty of that to do. 

 

Q. And your brothers and sisters;, did everybody have their own little things to do? 

A. Well, my brother older than I was, when he was at school, he had the sticks to chop. That was his job, 
breaking up the firewood. And when I came home from school, I had, <..pause..> my father's and my 
brother's piece boxes to wash, and the tea flasks to empty, that was my job, ready for the morning. 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have when you were a child? 

A. Ohh, we had porridge in the morning, and my mother always had a big pot of soup, plenty of soup, and 
potatoes and vegetables and tea-time. <..pause..> What did we have at tea-time? Oh very often, toasted 
cheese and, <..pause..> oh we were well fed, good plain food. 

 

Q. Was meat plentiful at all? 

A. Well, we always managed to get meat, yes. 

 

Q. Did you have anything different on Sundays? Or were meals different? 

A. Very often, yes. It was a cooked breakfast on a Sunday morning. Very often my mother made a 
dumpling on a Sunday, oh yes, a Sunday dumpling. Sunday was a bit different, meals were a bit 
different. Of course we were all put out to Sunday School, <..pause..> dressed, all nicely dressed and off 
to Sunday School, every Sunday. 

 

Q. Where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. In the village. There was a Co-Operative store, and one or two smaller stores; that was where the 
shopping was done. And it was my job on a Friday to go down to the Co-Operative and pay the Co-
Operative store book. It was made up every Friday, and when I left school, that was my job. I went 
down with the money and the Co-Operative book, and paid the week's groceries. That was my job. 

 

Q. Can you remember Stirling at all? Did you go into Stirling much when you were little? 

A. Well, as a great treat we were taken into Stirling. Usually around Christmas time we were taken in, and 
there was a shop, <..pause..> McCulloch & Young’s. Now where can I describe? <..pause..> The Tollbooth 
at the top of King Street, and Santa Claus used to come, and Santa was always in the top storey of that 
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shop. And I can remember as a child being taken in there, and Santa waved to us. That was a 
tremendous treat. Yes. And now and again, we were taken in. There was a theatre in Stirling, the 
Alhambra Theatre, now and again we were taken in. And there would be a pantomime maybe around 
Christmas time, we were taken there. I can remember that. But I can remember visiting Santa in 
McCulloch & Young’s, that was a long time ago. And lots of people will still remember with pleasure, 
McCulloch & Young’s. 

 

Q. Did you celebrate special occasions, like Christmas, Hogmanay and birthdays? 

A. Oh yes, you always put your stocking up at Christmas. Yes. It wasn't full, but we got something in the 
stocking. And birthdays, yes, there was always a dumpling for birthdays, with thruppeny bits and 
pennies in it. There was always something in the dumpling. 

 

Q. Did you mother and father involve themselves with the children a lot? Did they play games with you? 

A. Oh at night yes, we played Ludo and Snakes and Ladders. Fathers and mothers were always in the 
house at night with their children. They weren't out at night, they were in the house. 

 

Q. Did you have a lot of books to read in the house? 

A. Oh well, we got, <..pause..> we'd school prize books, I can remember we were fortunate at school, we 
always managed to get a prize at school. We had school prize books. And we got The Children's 
Newspaper. It came out, <..pause..> once a week, <..pause..> and we got a comic. The boys got, <..pause..> 
what was it the boys got? 'The Rover' I think it was. And there was 'Tiger Tim's Weekly'. Oh we got a 
comic once a week, and The Children's Newspaper, which was a good paper for children, lots of 
information in it. 

 

Q. Was there a library near hand? 

A. No, no libraries. 

 

Q. Would you be taken out visiting neighbours, friends, relations, as a sort of outing? 

A. Oh we were taken, <..pause..> to see my grandparents [who] lived over in Fife, and every now and again 
my mother took my sisters and myself to see my grandparents at Blairhall a little place. <..pause..> I can 
remember with affection my grandfather and my grandmother. 

 

Q. Would that be for more than a day? 

A. Oh just a day, <..pause..> oh yes. We got the train, and we came back. And my grandfather insisted that 
my mother be home on time for my father coming home from his work. He was an old-fashioned 
grandfather, and he used to say to my mother, "Now there's a nice train that'll get you home in time for 
******'s dinner." (laughs) My mother would say, "But father, I haven't been long here!" "Yes, I know, 
<..pause..> ****** but you must be home for ******." She had to be home for my father's dinner. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you ever get any holidays as a family, all of you? 

A. Yes. Well, we got maybe taken away for a day, a sail down the Clyde, or a day at Portobello. But home 
again at night. My father didn't like being away from home, he liked to come home to his own house at 
night. 

 

Q. Would he get paid holidays at all? 

A. Yes. Being an Official at the pit, my father had an upstanding pay, as it were. If he was idle, his pay 
went on. He was never idle anyway, but his pay went on just the same. But as a rule the miners in the 
village, poor souls, if they were idle there wasn't any pay. I saw great poverty in that village, I really did. 
But we were fortunate. But I saw great poverty, children running with bare feet, and women having lots 
of babies and very little to feed and clothe them with. There was great poverty in mining villages in 
those days. 

 

Q. Were there any sickness club that they could pay into, to help if they were off? 

A. Not that I know of, no. 
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Q. Do you ever remember a wedding in the family, as a child, that you were taken to? 

A. No, but I can remember weddings in the village. But in those days, <..pause..> a couple got married in the 
house. The minister came to the house, or they went to the Manse and got married. One or two that I 
can think of [but no names mentioned] they got married either in the Manse or they got married in the 
house. Usually a Friday night and there was a cup of tea just for the near relatives, and that was all. 
There was no celebration like we have today, oh no. 

 

Q. You were saying on Sundays you went to Sunday School? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So was that in the morning? 

A. That was in the morning. 

 

Q. Did you have church to go to as well? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What time would you go, do you remember? 

A. <..pause..> Church was before eleven, and we just finished church, and we went into Sunday School, and 
came home, and had a meal. And then again, we were off to the Brethren Sunday School, the Sunday 
afternoon, we got taken, well we went to the Brethren Sunday School which we loved, and came home. 
And very often my father and mother took us out for a walk. We got dressed again, and away for a walk 
on a Sunday afternoon. 

 

Q. Did you have your Sunday clothes on all day, you didn't have to change? 

A. Yes! Sunday clothes. Oh, well you had them on all day. And then on a Sunday night, the Sunday 
clothes were taken off, put away 'til the following Sunday. 

 

Q. If you got them dirty, was that quite a naughty thing to do? 

A. Oh, you didn't dare get them dirty. (laughs) Didn't dare! 

 

Q. So, religion was quite important when you were a child? 

A. Yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. When you were little, who did you play with? Would it be your brothers and sisters, or just the kids in the 
street? 

A. Oh, we all had our own friends at school, and played with the children round about the doors, when we 
came home from school. 

 

Q. Were your parents particular about who you played with, and who you didn't play with? Did they ever 
stipulate that you weren't to play with certain children? 

A. <..pause..> Maybe a bit particular, yes. 

 

Q. Do you know why that would be? 

A. <..pause..> Well I'd rather, <..pause..> no. <..pause..> But the children were all, as a rule, we all played 
together, Catholics and Protestants, we all mixed together, <..pause..> There was no, <..pause..> “You don't 
play with that person because he's a Catholic.” <..pause..> or "Don't play with them, because they're 
something,” <..pause..> No! Children all played happily together”. 

 

Q. What sort of games did you play? 

A. Oh, Skipping Ropes, <..pause..> there were seasons for the games. One time it would be Skipping 
Ropes; and then we had play with a ball, banging it against the wall and then there was, I don't know if 
you'll know what I'm meaning. 'Chuckies'? No. Four or five stones, you threw them up and caught them 
on the back of your hand, and caught them again, and scattered them. And, <..pause..> Rounders was a 
favourite. And another one, 'Kick the Can', you won't know what I'm meaning. There was a round ring 
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and a can in the middle, and one person kicked the can, and the others ran and hid. By the time the 
other, <..pause..> person in the ring brought the can back, [they] had to go and look for those who were 
hiding. All simple pleasures, inexpensive. We didn't have expensive games. No. Great fun. They were 
fun really. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time after school? Were you allowed out to play, or did you have to do 
your homework? 

A. Yes. Oh, I'd homework to do, oh yes. My parents insisted that the homework had to be done. Yes, we 
got out to play for a while. On the clear nights, we got out, but on the dark nights, everybody was in the 
house. There was no street lighting in those days, it was pitch dark, which meant you weren't allowed 
out at night. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies? 

A. I was very fond of reading History and Geography, I was very fond of that, very good at it really. I 
enjoyed it. And yes, I could knit and sew, and crochet, I did. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any Youth Organisations? 

A. There weren't any Youth Organisations, no. Choir practice was the only thing, once a week. And then in 
the winter it would be night classes, night school, which were held along in the school. That was all. 
There were no other organisations. Oh! Girl Guides. I'd forgotten about that. And my sister was in the 
Brownies. 

 

Q. I think you already said you would be taken to the pictures, the odd time, the Alhambra in Stirling? 

A. Yes, the odd time. We were taken out. 

 

Q. And you got pocket money? 

A. I got two shillings on a Saturday. Yes. 

 

Q. Before you started school, were you given any lessons beforehand, like reading or writing, by your 
parents? 

A. No. 

 

Q. How old were you when you started school? 

A. Five. 

 

Q. And what was that school called? 

A. East Plean Public School. 

 

Q. What did you think of school? 

A. I loved school. 

 

Q. And the teachers? 

A. Yes, I got on very well with the teachers. Funnily enough they all seemed to be, to me at that time, they 
all seemed to be old! There didn't seem to be any young teachers, they all seemed to be old. 

 

Q. Were they quite strict? 

A. Very. Very strict. 

 

Q. And were there punishments? 

A. Oh yes, the strap was very much in evidence. Yes. If you needed it. And the headmaster was a very 
severe man. I can remember him. Scared to death of him. Not that I had any reason to be. He was a 
very tall gentleman. Yes, I was scared to death of him. <..pause..> 
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Q. Can you remember the subjects that you would get? 

A. Oh, Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Poetry. Religious Instruction in the morning which was very important. 
<..pause..> We each had to learn a little verse; walking along to school sometimes, reading your Bible, 
trying to memorise this little bit of, <..pause..> part of a psalm, or part of reading you had to do. And then 
the teacher just chose somebody at random, to read this passage. So woe betide the person who didn't 
know it. But I can remember walking along to school, reading this in the morning. Yes, Religious 
Instruction was important. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. Yes. Until you got to what was known as the Supplementary Class. The boys went off to Woodwork and 
the girls went to Cookery, when you got to, maybe, the age of eleven or twelve. 

 

Q. So, did you have a uniform at that school? 

A. No. I had a, <..pause..> gym slip and a blouse, but, <..pause..> it wasn't a school uniform; poor people 
couldn't afford school uniforms. Poor, boys in the winter were lucky if they'd a pair of boots and shoes 
on their feet. 

 

Q. What age would you be when you went on to the Supplementary School? 

A. On to the Supplementary Class? I went on early, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was that within the same school? 

A. It was just the one school, yes. <..pause..> I think I'd be about twelve, when I went on to Supplementary, 
<..pause..> I don't know what you call it now. It would be, <..pause..> called Secondary Education now. 

 

Q. So how long were you there? 

A. 'Til I was fourteen. 

 

Q. Would you have stayed longer if you had had the chance? Or did you choose to leave then? 

A. I had to leave because by that time my mother wasn't very well, and I had to go home, to stay at home. 
And the headmaster wanted me to go on to Stirling High School, but my father went up to speak to the 
headmaster, and he said, "No, I can't give permission for ****** to go on to Stirling, because she's 
needed at home. Her mother's not very well." So I had to stay at home to sort of, help in the house. 

 

Q. While you were at school, did you have any part-time jobs? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So you left school at fourteen? 

A. I left school at fourteen. 

 

Q. What was your first full-time job? 

A. When I went nursing. 

 

Q. What age were you then? 

A. <..pause..> Be coming up for seventeen. 

 

Q. How did you get round to going into nursing? 

A. Well, I had a friend who went off before me, one or two of my girl friends; one went to Ruchill, and the 
other one went down to R.S.N.H. And because they had gone nursing I thought, well, I would go with 
them. So, I couldn't get into Ruchill or Bannockburn Hospital, so I went down to R.S.N.H. 

 

Q. Did you just go to the hospital and say you wanted to be a nurse? 

A. Yes, I just went down and saw matron and said I would like to take my training there, and she said, "Oh 
well, you would need to get two references." So I got one from the Headmaster and one from the 
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Minister. And they would have taken me into heaven! (laughs) I thought they were slightly exaggerated, 
but there it was. 

 

Q. So you didn't need to have any qualifications that you would have got at Stirling High? 

A. No, no. You didn't need to. 

 

Q. How long was the training? 

A. Three years. After one year there was your Prelim. and then at the end of the third year you had your 
Final. 

 

Q. And what would you come out as? 

A. I was Staff Nurse. 

 

Q. Would that be psychiatric nursing? 

A. Yes, and bedside nursing. I was looking for my certificate, and I'm blowed if I can find it. It's through 
there somewhere. 

 

Q. Were you in the hospital for all of your training? 

A. Yes, I was there all the time. 

 

Q. You didn't get any sort of tuition at College or anything like that? 

A. No. We had our own Sister Tutor, and the Superintendent Doctor, he did the lectures, Anatomy and 
Physiology. But we had our own Sister Tutor, who did the nursing. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Can you describe the wards at that time, what was the situation then? Were there a lot of patients in 
each ward? 

A. <..pause..> Yes, but what I can describe is it was very, very hard work, and very long hours. 

 

Q. You can't remember your shifts? Was it shifts you worked? 

A. Yes. You went on in the morning at half-past seven, and didn't come off 'til eight at night. That's right. 

 

Q. Was that five days on, two days off? 

A. No, six days on, and one off. And one Sunday in three off. And on a Sunday night, you had to be in for 
nine o'clock. During week days you were allowed out 'til half-past ten. The work was hard, the pay was 
poor, and the food was very poor. But at that time the R.S.N.H. was, <..pause..> it was before the National 
Health, so it was actually, <..pause..> belonged to the Council and, <..pause..> [had] two private wings and 
a little sanatorium, like a little hospital, with a small theatre where they did minor 'ops'. 

 

Q. So what sort of treatment did they give to the patients? Was there a lot of medication used then? 

A. Not a great deal, no, not a great deal. Of course you didn't have the modern antibiotics or anything like 
that, in those days. No. 

 

Q. Were the wards split? Did you have long-stay wards, short-stay wards and geriatric wards and that sort 
of thing? 

A. No, no. It wasn't the mental hospital I was in, it was R.S.N.H. Children's Hospital. But the children were 
there, you know, they were admitted as children. They were there all their life. 

 

Q. So, it was just basic tender loving care? 

A. That's right, yes. Well they were well enough cared for, oh yes. The staff were kind to the children. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you know what your wages were, when you were training? 
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A. Yes, £2 5s 0d a month, that's what I had. Out of that I had to buy my books, and my collars and my 
cuffs and my belts, and my studs for my cuffs and my belts. So I didn't have very much money, didn't 
have any money. Two pounds five a month. 

 

Q. And did it go up in your second year? 

A. Yes, you got an increase after you passed your Prelim., I think it went up to about £2 10s 0d, and then 
after the final it went up to I think, £3 6s 8d. But you didn't get an annual increase, after you passed your 
Prelim. you got, <..pause..> I can't , <..pause..> but I know that that was my pay to start. My starting off 
salary was £2 5s 0d a month. 

 

Q. So, did you feel the training was adequate? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. You were quite happy with the training? 

A. Yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. Can you describe a typical working day, if there was such a thing? 

A. <..pause..> It's so long ago. Well, the first thing in the morning when you were going on duty, the children 
had to get up out of bed, dressed and washed, and breakfasted, and then taken back to their different, 
<..pause..> Well I had charge of a wing where it was private girls, thirty-six girls; they were private 
patients. And the typical day for them was up in the morning, washed, dressed and breakfasted, and 
back down into their own rooms; big rooms. And the ward maids did the cleaning. But the nurses were 
responsible for keeping their own place tidy, and keeping their children clean. And then some of the 
children went off to school. There were teachers in a little school. And those who were able went off to 
school in the morning, well the school was within the grounds. You got them nicely tidied up and took 
them along to school. Then, just the usual things that children do. 

 

Q. Were there many infectious diseases about then? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes. <..pause..> 

 

Q. <..pause..> Were they sent to a general hospital then or? <..pause..> 

A. No, there was barrier nursing. The children were isolated and, oh gosh I remember that well. They were 
isolated in a ward and the door at the ward; the big sheets were wrung out of one-in-twenty carbolic. 
Murder on your hands! One-in-twenty carbolic. And they were put over the door so that there was 
complete isolation. 

 

Q. And did you have gloves and masks and the usual? <..pause..> 

A. No. But you had to stay, I had to stay, in that building. I wasn't allowed to go to the dining-room, the staff 
dining-room, to mix with the rest of the staff. You were completely isolated. Very primitive! (amused) 

 

Q. What sort of diseases did you have then? 

A. Well, <..pause..> chicken pox, measles, scarlet fever and quite often, dysentery. And what was the other 
thing? <..pause..> The usual children’s illnesses, mumps and all the usual things. 

 

Q. Did you live in? 

A. Yes, I lived in the Nurses' Home. 

 

Q. What were the quarters like then? 

A. Oh very comfortable, we had a nice little room. 

 

Q. You had a room each? 

A. We had a room each, yes. 

 

Q. And would that just be your bed and a wardrobe? 
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A. Bed, and a fitted wardrobe, and a little dressing table and a stool. We were very comfortable. You were 
responsible for keeping your own room clean and tidy. 

 

Q. How did the nurses get on with the doctors? Was there quite a good relationship between them? 

A. Ohhhh no. <..pause..> Well, they were scared to death. If the matron was coming round, you'd, <..pause..> 
Ohh! The doctor coming round! <..pause..> Oh no, you had to have your cuffs on, ready for the doctor's 
visit. And it was frocks and aprons, it wasn't overalls or anything. You had to be all ready with the cuffs, 
and walking behind the doctor. Oh yes, you didn't say 'boo’, you didn't dare. If matron came round, 
<..pause..> oh no! Standing with your hands at your sides. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So were there many female doctors? Or male nurses at that time? 

A. No male nurses. I can remember the Assistant Superintendent was a lady, and another young doctor, 
<..pause..> paid their daily rounds. 

 

Q. There weren't many female doctors about? 

A. No, not at that time. 

 

Q. Did you enjoy the nursing? 

A. Oh yes! I wouldn't have stayed all that time if I hadn't. 

 

Q. You completed your three years training? 

A. I did, yes. 

 

Q. And what happened then? Did you get offered a job as Staff Nurse at the hospital? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And how long were you there? 

A. I was there for seven years. Actually, more than, <..pause..> well seven years and a bit. Then I got 
married. I left to get married. 

 

Q. That was in nineteen? <..pause..> 

A. I was married in nineteen thirty-four. 

 

Q. Were there any entertainments for the staff at the hospital? 

A. Yes, now and then there would be a party in the nurses' recreation room. A little party. Not often. And 
there was an annual staff dance, which was always nice, a nice staff dance. You invited your boyfriend. 
But the doors were all locked. (laughs) It was the queerest set-up. Once you were in the hall, you didn't 
get out! (laughs) My son's laughing.  
Aside to son: Oh your father was very smart in those days, he came down all nicely dressed for the 
dance. And you didn't get out, the doors were all locked. You didn't even get saying 'goodnight'. That 
was it. You were kept there. <..pause..> And matron and the doctors were all sitting up, you know, on the 
platform, watching everything that was going on and watching how everybody was behaving. You had 
to behave, you didn't have any option. (laughs) 

 

Q. It wouldn't have been too easy to relax then, really, would it? 

A. Not really, no. 

 

Q. If you were off sick, did you get sick pay? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And holiday pay? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. So you left in nineteen thirty-five? 

A. Yes, nineteen thirty-four. I was married in nineteen thirty-four. 

 

Q. And where were you living then, when you got married? 

A. I lived in the Main Street, Bannockburn. 

 

Q. Did you get that house before the marriage? 

A. Yes, we had the house to go to when we got married. The house was there. In my day you didn't get 
married 'til you had a house. 

 

Q. Was that a Council house? 

A. No. It was a private dwelling. 

 

Q. What age would you have been then? 

A. Twenty-four. 

 

Q. And how long had you known your husband? 

A. Since I was a girl at school. 

 

Q. And what was his job? 

A. He was a grocer, my husband, in the Co-Operative. 

 

Q. Was that in Plean? 

A. In Plean, yes. 

 

Q. So you just met him in the shop? 

A. Well, I used to do the shopping, the family shopping. So, naturally I met him there, yes. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did he come from Plean? 

A. No, he lived in Bannockburn. 

 

Q. Did you get engaged? 

A. Oh yes, I got engaged at Christmas, a year and a half before I got married. 

 

Q. Did you save up to furnish the house before you got married? Was that the normal practice? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So you had it all furnished and ready when you got married? 

A. Yes. Well, an engaged girl kept, <..pause..> you bought maybe a table cloth this week, and you had what 
was known as your bottom drawer. I don't know what they call it now, I think they call it ‘A Hope Chest’. 
I'm not sure. But most girls in my time when they, <..pause..> knew they'd be getting married, they bought 
pillow cases, and towels and sheets and table cloths. And lots of underwear and night-dresses. So that 
when you got married, you had everything that you needed. Well, if you could afford it, you had. 

 

Q. Can you describe your wedding? Where did you get married? 

A. I got married in a house called Rosemount, in Bannockburn. 

 

Q. What was that? 

A. My husband's family home. Because my parents were living down in England. 

 

Q. Did you have a reception there as well? 
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A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was that quite a big affair? 

A. No, no. Just a family affair. 

 

Q. Did you manage to get a honeymoon? 

A. Yes! I did. A honeymoon in Aberdeen for one week, very nice. 

 

Q. What did you wear? 

A. When I got married? A blue chiffon and lace long dress, and a nice white hat, a nice hat, picture hat. 

 

Q. So, was your husband always a grocer? 

A. Yes. But by that time he was in business for himself. 

 

Q. Did you work at all again after you got married, at any point? 

A. Not really, 'til the war came on. I had to take evacuees, and then I had officers billeted with me, and 
then I had occasionally Policemen billeted, and then my son went away to do National Service, and I 
got a job. Well, I was asked if I would go and help out at a Nursing Home in Stirling and I did go back 
there, and I worked there for twenty-five and a half years. Just retired, 
Aside to son: Was it two years ago? 
Son: About two years ago. Did twenty-five and a half years. 

 

Q. To get back to the evacuees, how many children did you get then? 

A. I got five to begin with, but I couldn't cope with five because my son was a young baby. I was four years 
married before ****** was born. 

 

Q. So you got five at once, and you had your own little baby as well? 

A. Yes. But, <..pause..> I managed to get three boys placed somewhere else, and I kept the two little girl 
evacuees. I had them with me for some time. 

 

Q. Was that for most of the war? 

A. No. I had them for a few months, and then a scheme came out whereby the parents were expected to 
pay a little towards the children’s keep and the mother took them back to Glasgow. But once they went 
away, I was asked to take these, <..pause..> you had to take them, if you had room, if you had spare 
rooms. 

 

Q. How many bedrooms did you have in your house? 

A. I had, <..pause..> 

Aside to son: How many bedrooms did we have, ******? 
Son: Four. One, two three, <..pause..> two big ones upstairs, one, two and the big sitting-room; four 
bedrooms. 

 

Q. How were the children, were they very homesick? 

A. They were. 

 

Q. Did it disrupt their lives? 

A. It did. Yes. They were brought up in the city and the town and, <..pause..> they weren't used to country 
life, poor things. 

 

Q. Did you do any other War Work of any sort? 

A. I collected for the Red Cross, I can remember that. I did the penny a week collection for the Red Cross, 
I can remember doing that. And I was busy in the house if I had people billeted with me. Well, I had to 
be there for cooking and cleaning and washing, after these officers. 
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Q. You didn't do any other voluntary work? 

A. Oh I couldn't, I couldn't possibly do it. And then after the war I did a voluntary job with the Child Welfare 
Clinic. I issued out the dried milk and orange juice and cod liver oil. It was a voluntary job which I 
enjoyed. I enjoyed that. 

 

Q. Was that full-time or just in your spare time? 

A. No, every second Thursday afternoon. 

 

Q. So, you had one son? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. Well , <..pause..> not that I wanted really; the war came on, and by that time I was getting older and my 
husband was getting older, so I had one son. That's him sitting there. <..pause..> (laughs) 

 

Q. Was knowledge of birth control quite free? 

A. Ohhhh no, no, no! Oh no. 

 

Q. So most people didn't know anything? 

A. I don't think so. (amused) 

 

Q. Could you get information anywhere? 

A. Not that I know of. 

 

Q. Were doctors and nurses quite knowledgeable? 

A. Oh I don't, <..pause..> not that I know of. Could have been, although I didn't know. I'd never heard of it. Of 
course I had a knowledge of Biology, with being a nurse I knew my own anatomy and so-so. But no, 
birth control was never a thing that was discussed. Never discussed. 

 

Q. Even when you were working in the hospital, was it not easier then to get information? 

A. No, no. I never heard it discussed. 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. Well, <..pause..> knowing my own body, I knew, yes. I knew what to expect. 

 

Q. I suppose you had read books on it, with the nursing? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was your son born at home? 

A. No, he was born in Moraig Nursing Home in Stirling. It's now, I think a Nurses' Home, <..pause..> Moraig, 
it's up Gladstone Place. I think that's what it is. No, he was born in Moraig. 

 

Q. Did he have to be born in the nursing home, or was that your choice? 

A. That was my choice. 

 

Q. And what happened when he was born? Were you kept in hospital? 

A. Kept in for a fortnight. 

 

Q. And then you came home? 

A. And then I came home. 
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Q. And were you on your own? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did the District Nurse come in, or the Health Visitor? 

A. The Health Visitor came in every now and then, yes. Very nice person she was. 

 

Q. I suppose with your nursing, you knew what to do? 

A. Well, <..pause..> I had an idea. 

 

Q. If you needed help or advice, problems with feeding or anything like that, could you ask your doctor? 

A. Yes, yes. But I was lucky, I didn't have many problems. 

 

Q. How much did your husband have to do with your son when he was a baby? Was he quite helpful? 

A. Ohh, <..pause..> well, (laughs) he used to look in the pram, and pat his head, but I can't say that he did a 
great deal! (laughs) 

 

Q. Would he be able to change his nappies? 

A. Ohhh no, no! 

 

Q. <..pause..> Feed him? 

A. No. I breast-fed for some months, and then went on to bottle feeding. 

 

Q. Would he ever take him out, on his own, in the pram? 

A. No. Oh daddies didn't do that in those days. No, the pram used to sit round the back in the garden, and 
he would go up and have a look in the pram, and speak to the baby in the pram, but oh no, daddies 
didn't take babies out. No. 

 

Q. The household budgeting, did you and your husband both manage the housekeeping or was it left 
entirely up to you? 

A. Oh, I managed the housekeeping. Oh yes. 

 

Q. So he had his own shop then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Who did the books? Did you do the books between you? 

A. No, my husband did the books. But I helped at stock-taking. I used to help him with stock-taking. 

 

Q. Did you know exactly what money was coming in? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you just get an allowance out of that? 

A. Oh well, I got my weekly salary, my weekly pay. Just like every other housewife, I got my pay on a 
Friday. 

 

Q. Did you pay all the bills? That was left up to you? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. So, if decisions had to be made, a big thing had to be bought, was that done between you? 

A. Together, yes. 
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Q. Was your husband ever ill, or couldn't work? 

A. No, not really, he was very well. We were both lucky, we were both very well. 

 

Q. In Bannockburn at that time, if neighbours were ill or confined to bed, was there quite a community 
spirit, in that, did people tend to pull together and help one another? 

A. Yes, they did. 

 

Q. What kind of medical care was available at this time? If you called the doctor in, did you have to pay for 
him? 

A. Yes. When I first married it was 3s 6d a visit. 

 

Q. And if he prescribed anything, was that extra? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was that included in visits? 

A. No, no. You paid for your medicines, which I did, we paid for ours. It was 3s 6d a visit from the doctor. 

 

Q. Would some people leave it as a last resort before they would call a doctor, because they couldn't afford 
to pay the doctor? 

A. Now, I think there were some, <..pause..> the miners and maybe some other trades, they had the free 
doctor because they paid into a scheme, and they were entitled to the free doctor. 

 

Q. Like a sickness club, worker insurance? <..pause..> 

A. Like a sickness, [club] <..pause..> yes. 

 

Q. Where you lived then, when you were married, did everybody have more or less the same standard of 
living? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. You were saying in Plean you had seen the poorer side of life? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. But Bannockburn was very much a,? <..pause..> 

A. Oh, well, <..pause..> there weren't any really poverty-stricken families where we were, no. In the Main 
Street? Not really. But I dare say there were other areas that I didn't come in contact with that were. But 
in those days most of the men in Bannockburn worked in the mines, and the women, <..pause..> the 
young women worked down in the mill. There were mills in Bannockburn in those days, carpet mills and 
tweed mills and the young women worked there and the men worked in the mines. 

 

Q. Local corner shops etc. was that where most of the shopping was done? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Were there many pawn shops in the area? 

A. No. 

 

Q. But shops would generally give credit, would they? You could have your bill at the Co-Op? 

A. Yes. There was a big Co-Operative in those days, everything, lots of different departments in the Co-
Op. In fact the Co-Operative Chairman, now retired, lives across in that Scheme, in that house over 
there. But the Co-Operative was the shopping centre in Bannockburn. Oh, there were smaller grocer 
shops, and a fruit shop. 

 

Q. Could you get the clothes at the Co-Op as well? 
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A. Everything, you could get everything at the Co-Op. 

 

Q. So we were talking about The Second World War earlier. Your memories of, say rationing; what was it 
like then? Your husband would have the shop then, is that right? 

A. Well he gave up the shop at the beginning of the war. And he went back to the grocery trade, but 
rationing was pretty hard. I had people billeted with me, so I had their ration books along with my own. 
Oh, we managed. 

 

Q. Did they have to give you their ration books when they were billeted with you? 

A. Yes, yes, <..pause..> and clothing was on coupons. You couldn't buy a garment, you couldn't buy a pair of 
stockings. You couldn't buy a garment without clothing coupons, which was a bit hard. 

 

Q. So, just a thought there, when you were talking about your nursing, you got supplied; did you get your 
dress and your overtops supplied then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. You just had to buy the collars and cuffs? 

A. Collars cuffs and belts. 

 

Q. Caps? 

A. You were supplied with your cap. 

 

Q. When did you start at the nursing home, where you worked? 

A. Park Terrace? 
Aside to son: When did you go to do your National Service? 
Son: Fifty-nine. Well I started, fifty-nine it would be. 

 

Q. In nineteen fifty-nine? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And how big was it then? Was it quite a big establishment? 

A. Just as it is today. 

 

Q. What were the hours like then? Was that full-time you worked there? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was it shift work? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember what the hours were? 

A. Eight to four. And then there was a shift to go on, four to eight, night staff came on from eight 'til eight in 
the morning. 

 

Q. Do you remember your wages then? 

A. Yes, well being a private nursing home I can't say very much, I can't. It wouldn't be right for me to 
discuss it. 

 

Q. So you were quite happy there? 

A. I was very happy there, very happy indeed. 

 

Q. Thank you very much.
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Q. So what year were you born? 

A. 27
th
 March, 1912. 

 

Q. Can you tell me where you were born? 

A. Morningside in Edinburgh. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. I lived there for about I think six to seven years before we came through to Stirling. About seven years I 
think I would be there. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. No sisters, unfortunately. I had two brothers. One two and a half years younger than me and one about 
seven years younger than I am. 

 

Q. How old were your parents when you were born? Can you work that out? 

A. My mother would be about twenty-four and my father would be twenty-five. 

 

Q. And can you tell me what your father's job was? 

A. Well, at that time he was a cashier with a big company in Edinburgh and then of course he had been in 
the Territorials but he wasn't really very fit and he had very thick glasses, he had a bladder complaint 
and he tried to go into the army. I think he went about ten times according to my mother and was 
refused. So that was why he decided that he would do a little bit towards helping with the war if he came 
through here and was doing something concerned with the Food Control Officer. And I think it must just 
have been about the last year of the war, I think that we were in Stirling initially. And then we went back 
to Edinburgh and he was asked, he had a letter from the Stirling County Council asking him to come 
back to be the first Motor Taxation Officer in Stirlingshire and he accepted that, and we came through. I 
think it was nearly, almost 1921. That was when motor tax started, of course there was hardly any cars 
before that and they were just beginning to become, I suppose frequent enough to require money to 
keep the roads in decent condition. I suppose that was why they started motor taxation. And he had a 
Ford car which was MS12, that was the first. We didn't like this Ford car because y'know the cars in 
these days, the Ford was a ‘Tin Lizzie’ right enough, but in these days if you were going to go up a hill, 
like the hill into Kippen, you had to take a large can of water with you 'cause half way up the hill the car 
started to steam and you had to stop, and take the top off and put water in. My mother hated that 
because she didn't like cars, she was a backseat driver and she hated being half way up that hill feeling 
as if the car was going to go back any moment you know. You could hardly believe what the cars were 
like then, you know. 

Q. And did your father have any other jobs before or after the jobs that he had? 

A. No, no. He was a cashier. I can't remember which firms he was with in Edinburgh. It was two firms. The 
second one was larger than the first and I think it was early in The First World War when my brother 
was only six months or something and he was taken into Edinburgh Royal and he had to have an 
operation for his bladder complaint. He was six months in the Royal and three months in the 
convalescent home, so it was a very serious operation. And, late on when we came to Stirling, Doctor 
McFarlane, who is really a Professor of Medicine, said if he had got him then he could have done 
something about it. But he had ten years peace and then the thing flared up again and Doctor 
McFarlane operated twice and he had terrible treatment. He still carried on with his job. But, they said it 
was ‘flu that had been neglected; he had gone back to work too soon, that had caused this, but I don't 
know. Nowadays my son's a doctor, he is a Cancer Consultant Haematologist and he says that's 
rubbish. They knew nothing about medicine in these days, he says. 
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Q. So did your mother have any jobs before she married? 

A. Yes, she was in charge of a finishing place where they curled ostrich feathers and cleaned feather boas 
and things like that. They had a lot of branches this firm and she was sort of in charge of the office side 
of that. These were the days when furs and feather boas and all these sort of things were very 
fashionable. 

 

Q. Did she work after she was married? 

A. No, oh no, you didn't work after you were married in those days. She worked but worked a lot harder 
than anybody ever works nowadays because to start with everything seemed to be starched. And I 
remember, my pram had broderie anglaise lining and broderie anglaise round the hood and it had a frill 
and that all had to be starched and ironed with a goffering iron. All the clothes that babies wore were 
starched and white broderie anglaise with frills had to be done with this goffering iron and of course the 
washing was done in a wash-house. The fire had to be built there first thing in the morning and then 
mothers had to take their prams and their babies down if they were in a flat. And they had to, <..pause..> 
they washed most of the day, and I can always remember my father when I was old enough to hear him 
say, "I'll have lunch out today Mary, it will help you." In actual fact, he didn't like the turnip. So he had 
lunch out to give my mother a rest, but in actual fact l think it was ‘cause he had been an only child and 
brought up by his mother and a maiden aunt and he wasn't exactly the domesticated type. Great brain! 
Wonderful brain! He went to George Herriot’s. In these days that was fee paying and you could take as 
many, Higher Leaving Certificate it was called then, as you liked and he took thirteen Higher Leaving 
Certificates, in about three languages and everything else you can think of, you know. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church? 

A. Yes. In Stirling we were members of Allan Park Church and our Mr. Johnstone, the Reverend A. M. 
Johnstone, he was really a character. He was a wonderful minister, wonderful. He was wonderful with 
children, he was wonderful with adults. There is a <..pause..> stained glass window in Allan Park Church 
to the memory of Mr. Johnstone. He was an Aberdonian and I used to think if he hadn't been a minister 
he should have been a comedian. (laughs) He was always making jokes against the Aberdonians and 
his wife was so dignified! At the Sunday School trips he used to run three legged races with some of us 
and egg and spoon races and made a fool of himself and we all loved it of course but his wife never 
looked as if she approved. His son eventually became a High Court Judge in Edinburgh, his only son, 
Alistair. We used to sit in the front seat, the minister's seat was there and Alistair and my brother 
Edmund were about the same age you know, and we had three of us and my mother and father and 
then Alistair and his mother. And I'm afraid, Victor was inclined to roll pennies along the seat and it was 
an awful. <..pause..> He was young and keeping him under control, you know. <..pause..> (laughs) 

 

Q. Did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. Oh my father, oh yes. My father I think was the bane of the Town Council's existence. He used to go to 
every meeting, (they were held in the Albert Hall) and ask hundreds of awkward questions. (laughs) Oh 
yes, that was one of his <..pause..> and l think he wrote a lot of letters too, to various Members of 
Parliament you know. I do that nowadays, now that I've time. 

 

Q. Did you know what party your mother and father voted for? 

A. Oh I think the Liberal to start with. I think it was Liberals in these days and then I think eventually 
Conservative. 

 

Q. And did they take part in any activities at all in connection with the parties? 

A. No! I couldn't honestly tell you about that you know. I just know that my father was very interested in 
politics. He wouldn't ever become a Town Councillor because he said it would break your heart because 
you started off with the best of intentions but you were usually like a voice crying in the wilderness, you 
know. He felt that very few, either Councillors or politicians ever really did what they set out to do. 

 

Q. And so did your parents have any spare time activities and hobbies? 

A. Oh yes, my mother was a marvellous pianist. She was one of those people who could go and see Larr 
at the time and play every piece by ear with both hands when she came back and she had a beautiful 
soprano voice. She had a tone higher than Madam Melba who was the soprano of the day. She could 
go a tone higher. Sweetest voice I think l’ve ever heard. We used to have musical evenings and there 
was eh, <..pause..>  I can't remember the man's name, he was a baritone and sometimes mother and he 
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sang duets and even as a child it used to make me have a lump in my throat and feel I was going to 
weep. l think it was the sweetness of my mother's voice, you know when you listen to those choir boys, 
lovely sweet, pure voice. Well she had a voice like that, it was beautiful. Mind you the things she sang 
were ‘The Holy City’ and, <..pause..> ‘Jerusalem’ and a lot of these kind of pieces, and the musicals of the 
day you know. My father played golf and they both played whist. They used to have friends down that 
were very keen. There wasn't so much bridge in these days as there is now. In fact there wasn't so 
much bridge for a long time, it was whist that was the main game you know. My father seemed to 
always be doing things and he had so many interests. He had a very busy job mind you because when 
Alexander’s got their buses quite often night they would come to the house wanting to perhaps license 
three coaches that they wanted to get out the next day. So he had to go back to the office and do that 
you know. 

 

Q. Your mother, was she involved in the Women's Guild or anything like that? 

A. She helped in the church. Mother, was delicate really, but she did help with a lot of church things but I 
can't remember whether she was a member of the Guild or not. I know she helped a lot with church 
things and we all went to church you know, twice a day and Sunday School and, <..pause..> 

Q. You mentioned that your father played golf. Did your mother play golf? 

A. No, she didn't play golf. Women didn’t play golf so much in these days. I don't know, a woman's role 
was much more that of a homemaker, they didn't seem to have so many outside interests you know as, 
<..pause..> I remember my mother went back to Edinburgh every weekend, perhaps the Saturday or the 
Sunday. The return fare in the bus was one and thruppence the old money y’know and she was so 
homesick for Edinburgh to start with, that she went back. Well of course she had had a modern house 
with a bathroom, electricity and a living-room with a little scullery off, and when we came here we had to 
take a furnished house in the Abbey and it had oil lamps and the great big range which had to be lit 
before you could do any cooking. Stirling was very quiet in these days. There was horse trams. We 
loved it of course because we loved that boat, it was a ha'penny return for children and a penny for 
adults, and we loved the horse trams. They used to change the horses at foot of Wallace Street and 
then coming back from Bridge of Allan, changed at Causewayhead. They traipsed two of the trace 
horses and it was just very different from Edinburgh. Mother and father had always gone one night a 
week to the theatre in Edinburgh. Very keen theatre goers. They did go to the Alhambra in Stirling. The 
Alhambra was in the Arcade, but you didn’t get the very good people that you got in Edinburgh, and 
they were very fond of music and they used to go to a lot of musical things in the Usher Hall in 
Edinburgh. And my mother missed all this you know. And they used to walk from Morningside down to 
Portobello where there was a place called the Marine something or other and you had afternoon tea 
dances. Well, it was really the music they used to go for. Wheel the pram and go away down there from 
Morningside. It was a terrific walk, nobody would walk it nowadays and we would have tea and listen to 
the music and walk back again. But in Stirling you couldn’t, there wasn’t the same opportunity for them. 
But we went picnics, loads of picnics, sometimes in the car. Sometimes we walked to Menstrie and 
went up Dumyat and that was a great treat. You thought that was fantastic. And I used to go and pick 
mushrooms down in the field down Riverside (that’s now the play park) before six in the morning, and it 
was covered in beautiful mushrooms. Not that we liked mushrooms very well, it was a friend of ours did. 
So I used to pick them for her. 

 

Q. And so you were mentioning that it was a great change for your mother coming to your house at 
Cambuskenneth? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. How many rooms did it have? 

A. It had two bedrooms and I think a living-room and a kitchen. A very nice walled garden at the back, she 
liked that because my young brother eventually was the baby out in the pram and she liked it for him. 
And she liked the country, but she missed <..pause..> a lot about Edinburgh. 

 

Q. Did you have a bathroom? 

A. Eventually when we got a house we had a bathroom. We had a bathroom in Edinburgh and hot and 
cold water, but not in the house in the Abbey. You had an inside toilet and a wash-hand basin which 
was something for Stirling in these days. They were just beginning to build Riverside Council houses 
and my father got one of the first of those eventually. 

 

Q. And what were the washing arrangements? 



 940 

A. Well, I can't remember much about the washing arrangements in the Abbey, mother certainly washed. I 
think you washed there in the house, I think there was double sinks and she washed in one of the sinks. 
I don't think there was a boiler or anything, but then you see you used to, <..pause..> how young people 
would cope nowadays I don't know. You would rub the washing. You soaked it first all night then you 
rubbed it on a washing board. Even I when I got married had that to do. And then you boiled it, the 
things that were boilable. The other things you washed out in Lux and things like that and then you had 
blue in the water for rinsing your whites and then a lot of the whites had to be starched, so it was a very 
big job. It was a complete day's work, the washing day. 

 

Q. You mentioned you had an inside toilet. How did you bath yourself? 

A. There was a large bath there, a large zinc bath and mother brought it in front of the fire, and everyone 
was out of the sitting room while each person was having their bath, and I presume my mother and 
father took their bath there too. But it was such, a change for my mother because she had from the time 
she was married and before, had electricity and a bathroom you know. But she was good, she didn't 
really grumble but she just was so homesick for Edinburgh. Eventually after about six months she 
settled down and we went to church, began to get to know people and she was interested in various 
things to do with the church. And we went to the High School, Edmund and I, Victor of course was just a 
baby and of course she got to know mothers of other children at the High School, made friends out 
there and that helped because she had a lot of old friends in Edinburgh and I don't know, people 
wouldn't seem to, <..pause..> Stirling seemed to be quite far away in these days from Edinburgh. It wasn't 
really, it wasn't really far but, <..pause..> 

 

Q.  So did your mother do all the housework? 

A. Everything. She had, because she wasn't very strong, she had a woman once a week to do the rough 
work, always. She always had that because she really wasn't able to do scrubbing and polishing and 
cleaning you know. So she had this woman for I think it would be from about eight ‘til one. Mind you that 
only cost half a crown in these days. And you could get; a farthing was legal tender. When you got your 
penny on a Saturday you got four farthings, not a penny, so that you could spend a farthing at a time 
you know. It made it last out better. 

 

Q. Was the washing sent out? 

A. No, at that time she did the washing. Much later on some things went to the laundry, linen and so on, 
but that was a long time after, not initially. And of course in the house in Riverside we had a gas boiler 
there and a big garden, and the washing was very easy compared to what it had been in this furnished 
house. 

 

Q. So did your mother make or mend family clothes? 

A. She made all my clothes until I would be perhaps about seven. She made trousers for the boys and 
knitted all our socks and my father's socks and all these sort of things, and I think she also knitted 
cardigans for us and things like that. In fact I can remember you didn't seem to buy many new clothes 
because if I was getting anything special a dressmaker came. We bought the material, and mother, 
<..pause..>  there was a lot; of dressmakers about, good ones you know. My party frocks and things like 
that, were made by a dressmaker. There wasn't so many readymade things at that time when I was 
seven. That's a long time ago, sixty-eight years ago. 

 

Q. And did you get many new shoes? 

A. Well, that was one thing my mother and father both believed in was good shoes. We got very good 
shoes, Clark’s and <..pause..>  well, I don't know if it would be Clarks but whatever the make was, Clark’s 
or Birthday or Startrite. We always got these shoes. Mother believed that you know, you should wear 
good shoes. We didn't get them so often but my father, I remember at one time, soled and heeled our 
shoes. I remember we had a last, he wasn't really, <..pause..> he was more a person who was good with 
his brain but a little bit like me at the school. I hated sewing and knitting and I think I broke the sewing 
teacher's heart, and she broke mine. All I wanted to do was to get to Maths. The girls thought I was mad 
but I loved Maths and Physics and Chemistry and all these sort of things. 

 

Q. Did your father help your mother with any jobs in the house? 

A. (Laughs) No, they weren't expected to, they were never asked to in these days, at least most men who 
had the kind of jobs my father had weren't expected to do anything. I can remember when my mother, 
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she had migraine headaches, and about almost every month she would be in bed for about three days 
with the curtains drawn and vinegar cloths on her head, and everybody had to creep around. And of 
course being the only girl I had the dishes to do and things like that. I generally left the pots. Poor 
mother, she got the pots to come down to. But my father would offer to dry the dishes. Now he wore stiff 
white collars and stiff white cuffs and he was immaculate, always immaculate as if he came out of a 
bandbox. Now, he would take off his jacket, hang it on the back of the chair, roll up his sleeves, fix them 
up here, tie a clean tea towel round his waist and then he would start. It was like performing an 
operation drying these dishes and he took so long to do it you know. He was very particular. The tea 
towel had to be spotless and funnily enough I have a brother who inherited that. My father's aunt was 
like this, my father was like this, I have a brother, oh, he's terrible! He makes the coffee when he comes 
to visit. He's a financial consultant just now all over Europe and he was a Senior Civil Servant and when 
he retired he started this. I think he will be working until he dies. He climbs Ben Nevis still. And he 
always says to me, “I'II make the coffee, I’m more able than you are.” I know why he makes the coffee. 
So he can pour boiling water into his cup in case. <..pause..> I’ve had an eye operation because my 
sight's not good, I probably haven’t washed the dishes properly. But he was like that with my mother 
and everybody. And my son told him once when he was taking Bacteriology, “Uncle Edmund, do you 
know what happens when you put boiling water into a cup?” He said, “The bacteria turn into spores and 
then when the cup cools they turn back into bacteria and they’ve multiplied,” He said, “they’re crafty little 
things. The only way you can ever have anything that’s completely practically foolproof against bacteria 
is a mortar clay which you have in theatre, and it costs about half a million pounds.” (laughs) 

 

Q. Your father, did he do any of the decorating and repairs in the house? 

A. Oh no, no, we got painters to do that. No, he wasn't good. He had, a wonderful brain. He could help us 
with our Latin, he could listen to Italian on the wireless when eventually the wireless was good enough 
to listen; he got foreign stations, he could understand it. He could understand it. He could understand 
French, help us with our French and our Maths He had a great brain but hopeless at domesticity or 
anything you know, remotely approaching painting or decorating or anything like that. 

 

Q. So did you have to do any jobs around the house like housework? Did you do any yourself? 

A. Oh yes, we all got jobs to do. We weren't allowed out on a Saturday until we all did our jobs, the boys 
too. My job was to clean the bathroom, I remember that, and my brother who was near me he scrubbed 
the boards in the kitchenette and they were well scrubbed. He was very thorough and my younger 
brother cleaned the cutlery - you know it had to be all cleaned every week in these days. When you 
think of it you know, the work that people had then, I don't think they would believe it if they came back 
and saw nowadays. My mother lived until she was practically ninety. I think with being delicate, resting a 
lot, she rested her heart and she would never have, <..pause..> My brothers pleaded with her to have an 
electric iron. She wouldn't have an electric iron, she used these flat irons that you heat on the gas, I 
suppose it was heated in front of the fire initially, and she used those for ironing. She reluctantly had a 
Hoover but she was terrified from it. But it was these flat irons and she made a wonderful job of ironing 
with these things. They were so heavy too, you know. 

 

Q.  So did you continue to-do some housework tasks after you left school? 

A. Well, after I left school I went through to take my training in hairdressing to J. Stewart Ltd. I really 
wanted to be a Chemist and in these days you had to have an apprenticeship with a chemist for three 
years and then you went to College for two years. Well that's what I wanted to be. I was always, 
<..pause..> Maths, Physics and Chemistry were my best subjects. However, the chemists were more 
inclined to take boys because they could lift heavy boxes and unpack all these crates and things and 
Mr. Skinner, who had the chemist shop that's now Drummonds - my father and mother practically had a 
bill like a doctor's. They had a doctor's bill every quarter and they had a bill to Mr. Skinner every week, 
they spent a fortune and Mr. Skinner promised he would take me as an apprentice but he broke his 
promise and he took a boy. Well I was going to have to wait for about nearly three years you see. My 
father wanted me to go to University but you know he should have made me go because I've always felt 
frustrated. I felt I could have done far more with my mind than I ever could and everybody at school 
were absolutely horrified at the thought that I was going to use my hands in my job, not my head. As 
Jane Skinner said to me once, "You know, it was blood, sweat, toil and tears for me to take my chemist 
exam, but you could have taken it standing on your head." She said, "I never knew why you went in for 
hairdressing!" It was my father's idea because it was the cunning thing; a lot of the socialites were doing 
this sort of thing and they were to pay fifty guineas to J. Stewart Ltd. It was a very well known firm. If 
you trained there for three years you could get a job anywhere and you got a terrific training and you 
had to pay fifty guineas. Well, that's equivalent to about three thousand pounds now and then he had to 
keep you in Edinburgh for three years because I got nothing for the first year, half a crown for the next 
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year and five shillings for the next year. So all I was able to do with that was to buy silk stockings and 
probably pay my fares on the bus eventually, but he had to keep me in clothes, pay my fares home at 
the weekend, pay my digs, everything like that. 

Q. And can you remember what kind of meals you had when you were small? 

A. Yes, yes, we had very good nourishing food, homemade soups. I remember a lot of Irish stews with 
doughballs or mince, occasionally roast on a Sunday and lots of vegetables and potatoes, and then 
there was steam puddings or apple dumplings or semolina and prunes. This brother of mine never liked 
semolina. I've never met anybody who could chew semolina. It wasn't made very thick but every morsel 
of semolina he chewed because he had to eat it. (laughs) It was terrible to watch him! And custard and 
apples and things like that you know. I remember we had banana sandwiches sometimes at teatime 
and homemade griddle scones and pancakes. Mother made these every day you know and if we had 
friends to tea, mother used to, sometimes if we had friends to tea, and there was children, she used two 
loaves practically to make salmon sandwiches and banana sandwiches for all the children. We alI ate 
very well. But we had a luncheon room in the school and we were always desperate to stay you know, 
to have our lunch. If mother went to Edinburgh we were allowed to stay and we used to always take one 
of these pies, you know the grocer's pies, you know the kind I mean the seven-penny pies they were 
once upon a time, that and potatoes and we used to take their dumpling which was very good. Well 
mother didn't like these pies, she didn't think they were nourishing. We weren’t supposed to be having 
these but that's why we liked our lunch at school because we didn't get these things at home you see. 
The home food was very nourishing; porridge in the morning and toast and a boiled egg sometimes and 
then Sunday of course you had bacon and egg and extra things, you know, and roast, Yorkshire 
pudding. These sort of things on a Sunday. 

 

Q. Where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. I was going to say we were never allowed to have more than one cake. And if we went visiting we were 
dared to have a cake before we ate the plates up, and then only one, even if we were offered another 
one we weren't to take it and we didn't you know, we didn't. If people were pressing another cake we 
wouldn't take it because we were told not to. I can't see children nowadays doing that, can you? Not all 
of them anyhow. What were you saying? 

 

Q. Where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. Well, D. & J. McEwan had a big shop at the end of Dumbarton Road, on the corner where Littlewood’s 
is, and they did their shopping there because they liked D. & J. McEwan's stuff. It was awfully good 
quality. And they went to Blyth the butcher who had a branch down here and also to Hall who had, 
<..pause..> The Halls had these shops down where the Post Office is now, right down near the river and 
one shop was a draper shop and the other shop was a grocer’s shop and that was both the Halls. There 
was two Miss Halls and a Mrs. Hall. And the two Miss Hall's were very prim. I remember they were all in 
black, you know, long black skirts and tops and these fancy aprons with stars on, blue with stars on. 
And they had quite a good business there and old Mr. Hall who was the father of these, <..pause..> Mrs. 
Hall was a widow. However, his son had died and the two daughters, <..pause..> He had a garden and he 
grew a lot of the vegetables he sold. In fact, we had a corner garden and my father wasn't able for, 
<..pause..> Edmund used to get up at six in the morning and dig it for him. So Mr. Hall asked him if he 
would like to give him a part of it. It was a big back garden, a big side garden; he made this part of the 
garden into a putting green for us. So Mr. Hall got the largest part of the garden and he grew vegetables 
and vegetable marrows and things and he gave my mother always enough to keep her going you know. 
But he was awfully good at growing vegetables, he'd grow beautiful vegetables and even carrots you 
know which were quite difficult. 

 

Q. Did you go shopping with your mother? 

A. Yes I did, and my mother and father used to go together but quite often I went with my mother. My 
mother took a nervous breakdown when I was just about, I think I would be about fifteen, and in these 
days the cure for a nervous breakdown was six months in bed. And after she was up she wasn't able to 
go to the shop on her own, she had to have me with her and I had to be kept off school and that just 
about broke my heart because it meant when I went back; I was in my fourth year. Now when I went 
back I was going to have to go to a class behind the people who had been my friends and that's why I 
didn't want to go back to school and go to University as I was supposed to be doing. Mind you, it would 
have cost, <..pause..> I doubt if it would have cost my father any more, you didn't have grants in these 
days but I've often thought <..pause..> you see I was good at the subjects you could have to become a 
doctor with. I was usually first in Maths, first in Physics, first in Chemistry, first in English, first in History. 
Now these subjects were good for going for Medicine and I was always interested in Medical subjects 
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and I think I possibly planted the idea in my son's mind when he was quite young about being a doctor 
because I was so keen. I was so sorry that I hadn't gone in for that sort of thing and so the next best 
thing was to have a son who would do it. Though in actual fact he was one of those children who asked 
questions from about two and a half years old that you couldn't answer unless you had an 
encyclopaedia in your hand. And he had to know and went on and on, and one day asked me what 
germs looked like and I said, "Well, they're different shapes and sizes, squiggly things." "Why can't I see 
them?" I said, "Well when you are a big boy, if you have a microscope you will see them." And we were 
in the doctor's surgery a week or so after and he saw this on the doctor's desk, (it was Dr. Campbell), 
he said, “What's that Dr. Campbell?" He said, "It's a microscope." "Oh, can I see the germs?" John 
always liked to see everything and know everything. So he said, "Well when you're a big boy, if you are 
a doctor you will have slides as well as a microscope and then you'll see the germs." "Well, I'm going to 
be a doctor," and he never changed his mind. You know how children want to be engine drivers and all 
sorts of things. The girls wanted to be ballet dancers and Prime Ministers' secretaries right away. But he 
just kept, <..pause..> he just was interested and fortunately he had a [photographic] memory so it wasn't 
difficult for him. It was very easy. They always used to say that the other chaps deserved their degrees 
more than he did because they had to work for them. He got mixed up if he studied, he studied the night 
before his exams and some of his friends used to be furious with him because they'd been studying for 
eight weeks and he would get the six degree subjects with distinction and so on and they probably only 
passed four with all their work, you know. He used to come home from exams and say, "I've made a 
mess of that, the lads have all got different answers from me!" But in actual fact he was the one that 
was right, they were wrong. He is the most modest person, to this day he never thinks he's clever and 
yet he has done such wonderful things since he went to America. 

 

Q. And then back to when you were a child. Did you celebrate special occasions like birthdays? 

A. Oh yes, oh we always had birthday parties and we went to birthday parties in taxis sometimes. That 
was a terrific thing when you got the birthday invitation and it said, "Taxi will be sent for you!" you know. 
And we used to sometimes hold them in Miller’s Tearoom; there's a big baker called Miller’s, just 
beyond the foot of the Arcade in Stirling and they had a great big room that they held parties in. A lot of 
the parties were held there, but ours were always at home. We always had our parties at home. A party 
for every birthday, we always kept Hallowe'en, we always had, <..pause..> usually quite a few people in, 
dooking for apples and you know, gingerbread on a string and games. Mind you, I can remember when 
mother said she would never have boys and girls at a party again, when we had our first mixed party. 
Every game ended in a rugby scrum you know. (laughs) They weren’t [gentle] as the girls were you 
know, you could organise the whole party. And Christmas of course was always a wonderful occasion. 
Mind you, you got a tangerine, and an apple and a sixpence in the toe of your stocking and one nice 
present like a doll or something like that, one big present. A lot of little things like a Christmas stocking 
full of little things, and that was wonderful, you didn't expect any more. 

 

Q. And did your parents ever play any games with you? 

A. Oh yes, yes, they were very good when we were young. I can remember them joining in our games and 
actually I was more like a boy because with two brothers and next door to us there was four boys, twins 
and, two other boys, and so I used to play Rounders and all these sort of boys’ games. And the boys 
used to camp out in the back, in a huge tent, in the next door grass. So I had a little buffie tent in our 
grass and camped out too when it was nice, you know. (laughs) And we were all Brownies, Cubs, 
Scouts and Guides and very, very active members in these sort of things and we went to camp. And I 
remember these boys used to carry my kit bag; they used to take it up on a barrow 'cause they said it 
was the biggest kit bag there was because I didn't like the straw you put into pillow cases, so I used to 
take a pillow with me and of course that took up a big space in the kit bag. And my brother Edmund 
particularly was, <..pause..> he was with Major Crum, he was their Scout master in these days and now 
Major Crum lived at Gogar House, he was you know really pretty well off; he was a friend of Baden-
Powell. And these boys were so lucky because he had a camp site which he probably rented at the 
Lake of Menteith, a permanent camp site and they went there often to camp. And they had a boat and 
they went across to the island and they swam in the Lake of Menteith and then my brother went to a 
jamboree with Major Crum and he had him taught the highland fling and the sword dance. And then he 
took them on to people, <..pause..> it was at old Broxan Hall, I remember that was the name of it. It was 
friends of his and they did all these, <..pause..> There was another boy and they did these dances and I 
remember Edmund writing home and he had the notepaper through Broxan Hall, wherever it was and 
he said what a wonderful place and such nice people. They were titled I think and he ended it up "Love, 
Sir Edmund T. Watson", (laughs) he put at the bottom of it. He was living in this grandure and Major 
Crum was so good to them all they had probably the best, and they knew Baden-Powell too very well 
because he often came to stay with the Major. And I was in the Guides and I was eventually the Senior 
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Patrol Leader, White Heather Patrol, and I was in the, <..pause..> The Queen Mother, well she was the 
Duchess of York then and the Duke of York opened our new Infirmary. We thought it was such a huge 
beautiful hospital and it really was about a hundredth part of what it is nowadays you know. But it was, 
compared to that thing in St. John's Street, it was fantastic, it was so modern. And she opened it with a 
golden key, I can remember that. And as I was the Senior Patrol Leader she stopped and shook hands 
with me. I remember her asking me what Patrol I was head of and I said, "The White Heather Patrol," 
and she said, "Do you go camping?" I can remember every word she said. I said, "Yes." she said, "Do 
you like it?" I said, "Oh I love it." Actually, eventually I was the only one who knew how to put up tents, 
and it was hard work I used to come home and need a holiday, you know. But she was beautiful! She 
was far more beautiful than she ever was in pictures because she had deep, deep blue eyes and that 
lovely black hair and beautiful skin. And my brother was in the Guard of Honour of the Duke of York, 
and he was very slim but very nice looking and tanned. And while he was in the Guard of Honour, 
Princess Mary opened the Smith Institute, - Princess Mary, the Princess Royal. Now in pictures she 
looked dreadful, but she was beautiful! When she came that day she wore a beautiful shade of green, 
pale apple green chiffon frock with a great big green hat and she had beautiful golden hair and this 
lovely complexion. Very, very fair skin and she was very elegant looking. And we also had sheepdog 
trials and she came and opened those too, and she really was lovely looking and yet in pictures she 
never, <..pause..> You know, people didn't realise she was so beautiful, it was her colouring I think. 

 

Q. Did you have books to read at home when you were wee? 

A. Oh, we were absolute bookworms, the whole lot of us. We always had our nose in a book. You could 
never get anything out of me when I was reading, I was lost, and I remember I didn't have to study 
either, I liked just to remember things. Studying mixed me up but my father was so keen on education 
and so keen on education particularly for girls that he insisted I studied, but often I had my History book 
or something inside it a book I was reading. (laughs) He didn't know, fortunately. Oh dear! Because it 
did mix me up. I loved exams! I seemed to like to show what I could do and they never made me 
nervous. I wish my daughters had been like that. One of my daughters was a nervous wreck at exams, 
the other one's the one that's taking, <..pause..> She's been a slower developer, she's been a chemical 
analyst, then she became a teacher, taught for a good number of years, then she wasn't awfully well 
and the doctor thought she should go into industry. She got a job with B.P. and they encourage you to 
take degrees, and then this one, this is the last I hope, she's taking a B.A. in <..pause..> Engineering and 
Business Management. Now Engineering is a very difficult subject for a girl to take. She goes to 
Nottingham University for a week and maybe Durham University for a week and she studies at home. I 
don't know how she gets time to do it all you know, but, <..pause..> 

 

Q. When you were wee, did you ever have any holidays? 

A. Oh yes, we always went on holiday, usually in June. My parents used to take a house in June at the 
sea. Just maybe a small cottage or something like that, but near the sea. And my father used to golf 
and we used to just live on the beach. In these days, as long as you could paddle or swim or dig 
sandcastles and such, that's all you wanted. I mean nowadays I don't think children are quite so easily 
pleased as they used to be. Of course we didn't have the things you see in these days. I suppose you 
were content with what you have. 

 

Q. Could you tell me how you spent Sundays when you were young? 

A. Oh yes, uh-huh, Sundays. There were so many things you weren't allowed to do you know, but you just, 
<..pause..> again you were used to it. Well we went to church in the morning, we came home and I think 
we were allowed to play in the garden. We had rabbits and things like that and we had a dog and 
guinea pigs and we were supposed to clean out the cages on a Sunday ‘cause that was about the only 
time our parents could get hold of us to get them done; they usually had to do it. And then we had 
Sunday dinner and then quite often we might have gone for a run or a long walk with our parents. And 
when we were young we didn't go to church in the evening. We had been at Sunday School also after 
the church we went to Sunday School. When you were small you did as you do now, you went into 
Sunday School half way through the service but, later on we had Sunday School after church, Bible 
class when you were older, and then home and then we had our dinner. And then if we weren't going 
anyplace we were in the garden and looking after our animals. And we always went pretty early to bed, 
mother wouldn't allow us up. And I was sent to music. Oh dear. I mean it was a great disappointment to 
my mother, but I had no music in me! She used to say I was timber tuned, whatever that is. And she 
sent me to a Miss Dobber who was very strict. I can remember she hit me over the knuckles with a ruler 
if I made the wrong note and I hated it and I had to practise when all the other children were out playing. 
Oh it was awful! My brother he took up the violin and he was more musical than I am. I appreciate good 
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music, really good music can make me, <..pause..> just like good ballet makes me like I have a lump in 
my throat. 

 

Q. Did you go to Sunday School? 

A. Oh yes, yes we went, unless we were really ill we had to go to Sunday School. We really liked it though, 
we liked Sunday School. 

 

Q. Did you have different clothes on Sunday? 

A. Oh yes, oh you were never allowed to wear your Sunday clothes during the week. You had an outfit in 
the winter for Sunday and in the summer. You always got your new outfit on at Easter, the summer 
outfit at Easter. The weather was wonderful and whatever people say, I can remember long, long 
months of beautiful weather when you could say, "We'll go a picnic next Saturday!" and you knew the 
weather would hold. And of course also, in the winter, my father was very keen on tobogganing and he 
used to go to the King’s Park and sledge there and he was a great skater. And out where the Raploch is 
now there was a pond which bore for weeks in the winter and they used to have flares round about it 
and they had a man who sold, I don't know what it would be in those days, but hot drinks and rolls, I 
think there was sausages and things like that. And he was a good figure skater and both my brothers 
learned skating quickly but I was very slow. I think I was always sitting down most of the time and we 
used to go out there, while the ice held, every night, we went out to skate and just suddenly I was 
remembering something else we did. Now what was it? There was the sledging, the skating. Father 
used to play cricket with the boys and then I used to join in too and then they were great rugby players. 
Not football, rugby. In fact, one of my brothers was captain of the rugby team at the High School and the 
other one played rugby for years, and my own son was captain of the rugby club in his day. He was 
keen on sport. You know quite often people who are good with their mind are not very good at sport, but 
he was, keen on all sports as well. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Oh every night religiously we said our prayers. I don't know what we expected would happen if we didn't 
but I think we thought the ceiling would come in and it would be the end of the world or something. 
When we were small my mother said them, you know, with us, but later on she would always pop up 
and say, "Have you said your prayers?" "Oh yes." You would never forget to say your prayers. It 
seemed to be, I suppose it's as if you're taught something from a very early age, you automatically just 
do it you know. 

 

Q. So was religion important to you when you were young? 

A. It was when I was young. A lot more important I think than it is now. 

 

Q. And so you mentioned that you used to play with your brothers and the neighbours a lot? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. So what kind of games did you play? 

A. Well Rounders, Cricket, Rugby. Sometimes we went along to the park and they would push me on one 
of these swings so high that I nearly went over the bar you know. I wouldn't have dared show that I was 
scared because I was supposed to be like them, brave, you know. (laughs) And then we had this nine 
hole putting green. Of course it meant all the children round about were in our garden playing putting. 
But my mother and father loved children. They didn't seem to mind you know. 

 

Q. So what kind of toys did you have to play with? 

A. Well I had a dolls' pram, I remember, and various dolls, and I had a dolls' house that my father got 
someone to make for me, and books of course; books. It didn't matter how many. My brothers had, not 
Hornbys, they weren't Hornbys I don't think in the early days, but the next best thing to Hornby, and my 
father used to play with it more than they did I think. They weren't allowed initially when they got it, in 
case they broke it. He had to always be there when they were playing with it. I think they got a bit fed up 
with father always taking over the railway. My brother Edmund, he used to be very friendly with a boy 
called Wullie Robertson and his father was a teacher of French at the High School and he lived down in 
Dean Crescent. Now, his uncle was an engineer who went abroad a lot and he built up Hornbys for 
Wullie. Eventually he had a whole room of Hornbys and Edmund used to go in and he used to come 
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down to the house and we had a huge hedge; he used to help to cut the hedge. Now this was a funny 
thing because eventually Wullie's father went to Allan Glen School in Glasgow and the boys lost touch. 
And they had been great friends - and years later, when my brother was at that time in charge of 
exports for Scotland, he went to Edinburgh to arrange for a visiting party of industrialists to have a 
cocktail party at Edinburgh Castle and various other arrangements. And he went to see the President of 
the Scottish Highland and Islands Board in Edinburgh and he walked into this office; "Mr. Robertson." 
And Mr. Robertson looked up from his desk and said. "My God, Eddie!" and that was my brother’s 
chum. And the pair of them, men who had very important jobs were talking about Hornbys and Wullie 
cutting our hedge. They were away back in their boyhood days y'know. My brother would be better for 
you. He's very descriptive in everything he tells you about you know. 

 

Q. Were you allowed get dirty when you played? 

A. Oh no, not really. I mean usually if we were dirty mother changed us you know. She gave herself a lot of 
work but you had to have spotless socks and you know, you weren't allowed to have any dirt on your 
frock. Very early on you had white starched pinafores which went over your frock, so if they got dirty it 
didn't matter, they were taken off and a clean one was put on you know. But later on it was a uniform at 
the High School of course. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Well I don't suppose, <..pause..> where there wasn't more boys than girls they wouldn't, but I certainly 
played boys' games mostly. I still, when I was younger, played with my doll and pram. Occasionally I 
had one or two girl friends and played with them, but generally I was outnumbered by the boys. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies when you were young, like walking or cycling? 

A. Oh walking, we used to walk miles. Cycle, my brother and I used to cycle to Callander. I remember I 
once walked over the Trossachs Road from Aberfoyle to Callander. These were the kind of walks you 
took and you never thought of taking a bus to see Menstrie, to go up to the highest hill of the Ochils, 
Dumyat. You walked, and then you climbed up the hill to where there was a little spring ran down and 
you had your picnic there. You built a fire and you know, there was none of the primus stoves and 
things then, everything was very much nearer nature. And I played hockey; I was knocked out quite a 
few times. I seemed to always get sticks or balls in the eye you know. And I played tennis at the school. 
We had a tennis court at the High School, a stone one you know and, <..pause..> what else? Country 
dancing, went to country dancing. We were in the Festival. The High School used to always win the 
Festival at Falkirk for country dancing. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the pictures? 

A. Oh yes, eventually, and we went to the swimming baths, they were in Alloa at that time. Yes, my people 
picked the pictures I went to and I must have been about sixteen and a half I think before I was allowed 
to the first picture. And I remember what it was, it was Charles Gaynor and Jane, what was her name? 
In ‘Seventh Heaven’. And I cried all. the way through the thing and came out with swollen eyes. It was a 
very sad, <..pause..> probably now you would think it was stupid you know. That was the first picture I 
ever saw. 

 

Q. And did you go to any concerts or theatres or music halls? 

A. Yes, we went to the Alhambra, to odd things, and they had pantomimes - the Alhambra - which was in 
the Arcade, and they had some quite good shows. We went there usually with our parents. Sometimes 
concerts in the Albert Hall. I wasn't so terribly keen on concerts but Edmund liked them and of course 
my mother and father did too. Then of course eventually, after, the ‘Cats Whisker’, and you had to wear 
earphones to hear. You could hardly hear what they said and this was supposed to be wonderful. 
Eventually the wireless improved a little and you used to listen a lot to the wireless you know, to plays 
on the wireless, talks on the wireless and so on you know and you generally wore earphones for a long, 
long time because it was much clearer and it shut out other noises you know. 

 

Q. And did your parents give you any pocket money? 

A. Yes. Initially we got a penny a week, a penny on a Saturday and as I say I took mine in four farthings 
so, I could eke it out a bit. That was just to buy your sweets you know, you didn't have to do anything 
else with it, everything else was paid for; anything you wanted to, <..pause..> I remember they had 
Shakespeare for a week in the Albert Hall and I was crazy about Shakespeare and I was allowed to go 
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every night. And I used to come home, and whichever part it was, I used to give them the benefit of my 
acting of this part. And of course the boys; you know what brothers are like. But I was so enthusiastic 
about Shakespeare and I went every night for a whole week to all the different Shakespearean plays. I 
loved that sort of thing always; drama. 

 

Q. And so how old were you when you first went to school? 

A. It was Edinburgh I started and my father didn't allow us to go to school 'til we were six. You didn't have 
to go to school at any specific time, and he thought that the brain hadn't developed sufficiently until you 
were six for you to go to school. He thought it was bad for people to go to school before six but he 
taught us from about four. So the result was that when we went to school we had to skip two classes 
because we were far further on than anybody else in the first two classes. In actual fact it was perhaps 
a good idea if you had a father that was willing to spend time to teach you. But I don't know what it 
would have been like - see in America they don't go to school 'til they are six. They officially don't go to 
school 'til they are six. 

 

Q. Now? 

A. Now. And I've got grandchildren here from twenty-two to thirty-two, but in America they are from five up 
to eleven. My son's children, he's a lot younger than his sisters. They've got two children now at school 
and the other two are at a sort of nursery school, so they don't go 'til they are six. 

 

Q. So what type of school was it that you went to at the beginning? 

A. Well the first school I went to was Burghmuir, it was the nearest school to Morningside. I think it was 
called Burghmuir, I can't remember. And then when we came through to Stirling for the year that we did 
when my father was Food Control Officer, we had a furnished cottage in St. Ninians just for the year 
because my father was going back to Edinburgh you see and I went to the St. Ninians little school and 
by that time I was the top of the baby classes, top of the, <..pause..> not the nursery, but I'd be about six 
or something. But I remember I got the gold medal, it was a gold medal on a blue ribbon at that school. 
For the year I was there I got this gold medal. Mind you I don't think that was very great because there 
wouldn't be an awful lot of children in that school, whereas I had been at a much bigger school. And 
then, when we came back I went to Primary High School and so did Edmund. In these days you paid 
fees for them. In fact you paid fees even when my daughters went and it was a wonderful school for 
education because there was a very good mixture. There was professional peoples’ children, there was 
business peoples’ children, people who wanted to sacrifice a little to give their family a good education. 
And I know when my second daughter was in. just before the Control year, Labour shut the Primary 
High - closed it, and every child went to different schools. Well, she just went to the Allan School. Some 
people put children to the Beacon, some all over the county. But next year every dux in every school 
was a Primary High pupil from Pat's class. And of course she went back to the Senior High from Allan 
School. She had just the one year but it was really an excellent school. We had a lot of famous people 
from that school you know. In the year above me, I had Mary Mathieson who was the Director of Music 
for Elstree and Don Mathieson was in my brother Victor's class and he was Director of Music for London 
Philharmonic Orchestra and he was finally Director of Music for Pinewood Studios. Their names are on 
a lot of these good British pictures you know. You see ‘Director of Music’ Mary Mathieson or Don 
Mathieson. And I had their cousin in my class, Bunty Davie was her name, and she was a wonderful 
violinist. She was quite famous with a violin but there was also a lot of academic people who did awfully 
well. My brothers did do pretty well. Edmund became finally the Director with the Ministry of Trade and 
Industry for the Midlands and his boss was the Cabinet Minister for the Trade and Industry, that was his 
direct boss, and he used to have Prime Ministers and visiting Cabinet Ministers. He had to write their 
briefs and be listening when they were asked questions - if they were questions for the Midlands, 
Edmund knew, but they couldn't keep up with everything and he had to arrange for big dinners and 
good hotels for visiting people like King Olaf of Norway and people like that, and their suites. And he 
was joined in this club in, <..pause..> a beautiful club, he took me to lunch there one day so that he could 
hold dinner and things. He was the host, he met them at their trains and all that sort of thing but it was 
really a pretty top job. And then Victor, who was six years in the war, he was away from us about, 
<..pause..> I think he would be barely twenty and he started taking a degree in Civil Engineering the slow 
way. He was in the Burgh Engineer's office and then six months at University. He had just started so 
when he came back he took an Honours PSC [BSc?] in Civil Engineering at Glasgow and an AMICE, 
and he was thirty by that time and his fiancé was twenty-nine and they got married and went to the 
Colonial Service. He went over to Sierra Leone, he was in the Colonial Service until Sierra Leone got 
their independence. He was over there, but he's done very well too. 
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Q. And so what subjects were you taught? 

A. Well you could have either French, Latin, I think German came into the school by the time Edmund was 
there and he took German as well. I took French and Latin, Science, which covered Physics and 
Chemistry, Maths, History, Geography and English. That was one course, the other course was without 
the Latin, French and then there was a Commercial course, there was the three different kinds of 
course. You know, I think I'm always very glad that I had my children when you had Junior and Senior 
Secondary, not this Comprehensive system because I think there were more clever people and less 
stupid people then. Because how can you possibly teach stupid and clever people together? The stupid 
ones keep the clever ones back, and anyhow if they don't want to learn you can do nothing with them. 
And I mean the teachers must break their heart, I felt that. <..pause..> You see they weren't in any way 
precluded from going to see their Secondary because if they were in Junior Secondary and they hadn't 
the ability to go in Senior Secondary, and by the third year showed promise, they could be transferred 
into the Senior Secondary. It was a much more satisfactory type of education, that was when Scotland's 
education was at its peak. I don't think it's anything like so good. I'm not surprised at teachers not being 
so dedicated, and what I would do was, the pupils who play truant and disrupt the rest of the class and 
don't sit any ‘O’ levels, the last two years I would find out what they wanted to do. If they wanted to be 
plumbers I would give them two years plumbing practical and theory and they would be so interested 
that they would work and they wouldn't disrupt. And to see those people who want to be hairdressers 
and all sorts of things, I think they waste the last two years, they don't want to learn French and English 
and things like that you know. 

 

Q. And so did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. Yes. In the High School there was some mixed classes and some where girls and boys were separate, 
and you got Music of course and Gym. 

 

Q. And what did you wear to school? 

A. Well, in these days you wore a pleated navy blue gym slip with the High School badge here. You wore 
navy blue blazers they were in these days with the High School badge, and a navy blue beret with the 
colour of your house on the tassel with the badge at the front. And you didn't have to have shorts for 
gym, you had special navy blue pants that you wore for gym. Later on you'd to have shorts and tops 
and school nets, white tops and it was royal blue blazers and flared gyms by the time my daughters 
went, and royal blue berets. But really in a way it was similar. I mind the blouses were cream, a deep 
cream. Sometimes you got them with a navy collar but usually I just had the cream ones and a tie, a 
royal blue and white tie and you had to wear your uniform, nobody went to school without a uniform. 

 

Q. And what did you do at playtimes? 

A. We played Rounders and, <..pause..> I really can't remember very well, we seemed to fill in the time 
anyhow. Just played around, probably ball games and skipping and all these sort of things at playtime. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you left school? 

A. I must have been about sixteen and a half. 

 

Q. And did you attend any part-time education afterwards? 

A. Yes, I went to night school and I took Advanced English and Advanced Chemistry and Physics. It really 
was Higher Standard you know, up to Higher Standard. 

 

Q. So while you were at school, did you have a part-time job or anything? 

A. No, nothing like that, no. Somehow or other you didn't do these sort of things then. My daughters did by 
the time they came along. 

 

Q. So what was your first full-time job? 

A. Well it was training to be a hairdresser with J. Stewart Ltd. in Princes Street in Edinburgh. And I had 
digs, I had one or two different digs and I had a friend that I made when I started there and we're still 
great friends to this day; Peggy. We had all our growing up years together and she used to come and 
stay the weekend with me. Her mother was a widow and I used to go and stay with them a lot when I 
was in digs you know, and her mother had been a widow for years. I think her father had been an 
Officer in the Great War and her mother was wardrobe mistress at the Kings Theatre in Edinburgh so 
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we used to get complimentary tickets and go to see all the good shows. In fact, I used to eventually do 
Evelyn Leigh's hair, Faye Compton's hair, they both, <..pause..> One had white henna and one had red 
henna, there wasn't the dyes there are now, it was just henna you know. And I manicured, <..pause..> 
what do you call them? Buchanan, Jack Buchanan's nails, I did manicuring too. I manicured his nails 
and we used to have, when the King and Queen were in residence at the Holyrood. That was King 
George and Queen Mary. I used to have quite a few members of their party, titled members, and I had 
the King’s nurse, she had an audience with them every day. King George wasn’t well for the last few 
years of his life and she had an audience every day and took his temperature. And she was very 
interesting, I heard such a lot about the Royal Family from her. You met very interesting people there 
'cause you got a lot of theatricals, a lot of titled people, lot of big business people you know. It was 
pretty expensive. 

 

Q. So how did you get your job, was it through the newspaper or? <..pause..> 

A. Well, my father I think always took the Edinburgh newspaper, ‘The Scotsman’, and he saw it advertised 
in that and he got the job for me, I didn't get the job. Well he came through with me and the Managing 
Director of J. Stewart Ltd. was interviewing and my father and he found something they had in common, 
they could both speak French well, so they spoke French to one another and actually I always used to 
say it was my father that got the job, not me. (laughs) 

 

Q. So how long did the, training last? 

A. Three years. Three years, yes. 

 

Q. And so it was kind of like an apprenticeship? 

A. It was an apprenticeship and you got everything. You got Marcel waving, setting, permanent waving 
which was, oh in these days, awful with the McDonald system. The McDonald system was steam and 
you'd to be so careful that - there was rubber things onto metal things - that there was no thin pieces 
loose. They all had to be checked and while it was in being you ran round - there was little buckets that 
got the steam that turned into water, and you'd to empty it into a large jug that you had and you had to 
keep running round to see that it was alright. Oh, it was such a performance, you had big sachets and 
you put hot clips on them attached to a machine. The person was attached to the machine, and you'd to 
stay with your client all the time, and it took four hours to do a permanent wave from beginning to end. 
And of course it was in the days of the ‘bingle’ and the ‘shingle’ and the ‘Eton crop’. So, I was taught 
cutting by a Frenchman and he cut wet in these days, nobody else did and I reckon that the most 
important thing in hairdressing was a good cut. The perm and everything like that, it all depends on the 
way your hair's cut. In fact you can almost find a natural wave in hair if you get the right parting and cut 
it well, you can almost develop a natural wave in hair and it was very difficult cutting, much more difficult 
than the kind of cutting that they did later on you know because you had to, <..pause..> Sometimes it was 
just like doing a man's head except that they - after hair was longer and came over with the ‘Eton crop’ 
you know, and people were so frightened to have their hair cut because it was down to here quite often 
and they would almost give you responsibility. Say, "What do you think?" and I used to always say, 
"Well it's not that I don't want anything to do with the issue, if you want it cut I'll cut it, but you know, I 
don't want the responsibility.” 

 

Q. So what were you paid during your training? 

A. Nothing the first year, half a crown the next year and five shillings the last year. 

 

Q. So what hours did you work when you trained, and also afterwards? 

A. When you trained you worked from nine in the morning 'til six thirty at night and Saturdays were one. 
After training it depended on the firm you were with but generally from nine in the morning 'til about half 
past five at night and Saturday morning. No Saturday morning eventually but I had to work long hours 
eventually. Work sometimes my lunch hour to fit people in and you always had a time in whatever job 
you do when you're at your peak, and hairdressing's like that. And I was in Stirling by this time and there 
was a firm called Mary London. They had branches all over the place too, there is one still in Glasgow 
at Charing Cross, a very high class firm. And there you, I mean I was well paid by that time, it did pay 
off in the end because I was getting more than a teacher, and then you got commission on sales and 
commission on your hair work. And you got gratuities from mostly titled and county people and a lot of 
business people, and the county people would always give you an envelope, sometimes with two 
pounds in it, and at that time a man was bringing up a family on two pound ten a week, or trying to bring 
up a family. That was roughly what the ordinary working man's wage was, about two pound ten a week 
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and I had four pound ten of a wage and one in the pound for work and three and four in the pound for 
sales and I never tried to make anybody buy anything because I remember being taught sales and I 
was told the first thing you want to do if you want to sell stuff is sell yourself. And it was so true because 
people a just got faith in me and asked me to sell the things, so I sold a lot of our preparations you 
know. Mary London had her own beauty preparations and I did beautician work too, electrolysis and 
everything that you cover by hairdressing you know. It was a more complicated job I think in those days 
and then eventually I was manageress of McCulloch and Young’s Salon. That was a shop that was right 
up at the top of Friar Street with a whole lot of that building, and upstairs was McCulloch and Young’s, 
and Mr. McCulloch had a salon made like the one in the Queen Mary, it was an exact replica of that you 
know. 

 

Q. And so did you have any holidays with pay or breaks for meals? 

A. Yes, always holidays with pay and always a coffee break, and from the very beginning when I was in 
McCulloch and Young’s they had a big restaurant so if I happened to have to work my lunch hour they 
would send me down a lunch because I had people like the Countess of Breadalbane came with me 
from Mary London and Mr. McCulloch was very impressed by all these titles you know. In actual fact, 
these people were often far easier to please than some of the more working class people that I did later 
on you know. 

 

Q. And did you feel that your wage was a fair wage? 

A. Oh I did very well, yes I did. Later on, I don't know so much, I was manageress of a salon for Samuel 
Jolson and Co. and John would be about seven, Marie would be about seventeen and Pat would be 
about <..pause..> twelve when I <..pause..> I had always done Mrs. Platfoot's hair. Mr. Platfoot was a 
Managing Director so they opened this salon for everybody, but the workers got a percentage off and 
Mrs. Platfoot came to ask if I'd come to see Mr. Platfoo. By this time I had the three children and I 
thought I was finished with hairdressing when John was born but a lot of my old clients couldn't get 
hairdressers 'cause it was during the war or later on in the war there weren't many hairdressers around 
and they got in touch with me and one told the other. And I used to take John with me and go to Feddal 
Castle and Orchal Castle and all over the place doing hair - Lady Younger - all over the place doing 
peoples hair in their homes you know. But just perhaps three days a week and at this time I got the 
chance to go and take the, <..pause..> The salon was attached to the house and the house went with the 
job and so eventually I went down there and it got so big, the business, that they had to build a real big 
open-plan salon and it was not far from the house and they added what was the old salon onto my 
house and I eventually bought that house. And they built a garage for me because I did quite well for 
them, but I felt there, <..pause..> I had y'see about maybe four or five of a staff and about four apprentices 
and I felt that I was the one who was the poorest paid for the work I did because I had to work long 
hours, I had to do all the books, I had to <..pause..> really run it as if it was my own business. I had to go 
up to Glasgow and buy and put the prices on things and the V.A.T. eventually when V.A.T. came in and 
I had a lot of work. But in a way it was good for me because when I stopped hairdressing at fifty-two I 
started with Dickson, Middleton and Co. the Chartered Accountants in Stirling as a receptionist and I 
eventually did a lot of Clerical work for them, did their fees and did a lot of work for the partners, and I 
manned the switchboard eventually. It was a separate job but I took that over so that my son used to 
say, “Mother, you get an easy job and make it difficult!” But I didn't, I just didn't like to be working and 
not working, you know - liked all the time to be taken up. 

 

Q. So when you started work, did you give any of the money to your mother? 

A. Well my father died when I was nineteen and eventually I got into Stewart’s in Glasgow and travelled to 
Stirling and I gave my mother as much as I could because she was a widow and in these days, even  
though <..pause..> my father was going to be the next County Clerk of Stirling; it had been all arranged, 
Mr. Laurence was retiring, and they were buying a house out in Manse Crescent and my father took this 
sudden, <..pause..> kidneys stopped functioning and he died within two days. And he didn't get any 
pension or anything like that and mother had had, <..pause..> you know, he had had a good salary, in fact 
he was her businessman. Mother had an allowance to keep house and for clothes and things like that, 
he did all the paying of accounts and so she leant on him a great deal. It was a terrible blow and they 
were really, <..pause..> talk about a marriage made in heaven, that was one. And she was just broken-
hearted. She never worried about money, never ever heard my mother talk about money. He hadn't 
managed to save a great deal, he invested money. Mother didn't understand about shares but he was 
having to educate the three of us and pay for our education, send us all to music and having to have a 
surgeon every six weeks, two surgeons and a nurse and a doctor all the time and medicines. He didn't 
manage to save a great deal you know, but he had, <..pause..> Mother thought it was quite a lot you 
know, you would have thought it was nothing nowadays. 
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Q. And how did you feel about the work that you were doing all the time? Did you like hairdressing? 

A. Well I liked it, shall I say, when I was in higher class hairdressing and when I was very popular because 
just, <..pause..> you know how people suddenly think that somebody can do their hair better than 
anybody else and the word gets around and you had the County Ball in Stirling then and och, I used to 
be ages at it. I could hardly get a lunch hour and of course the business closed at a certain time so I did 
not work long hours then, just worked my lunch hours. And I did like it and I enjoyed meeting these 
people, and your conversation had to be different. You had to talk about hunting, shooting and fishing, 
and read ‘The Tatler’. It was different when I went down to Tillicoultry. But I liked that and you met such 
interesting people you know. But I wouldn't say, <..pause..> Later on, <..pause..> later on, I began to feel 
frustrated and I was wishing I could, <..pause..> You see you couldn't go back in these days as you can 
now. I mean, now you can go back up 'til their about forty-five or fifty. Well, you couldn't go back at all, if 
you'd made your bed you were said to lie on it. But I always felt frustrated because I felt I hadn't used 
my mind to its fullest, and I felt in hairdressing I wasn't really using my brain a great deal except by 
being psychological I suppose, talking to people about the rights and listen to all their moans and 
groans. And you'd be surprised at the sort of things hairdressers hear. You had to be very diplomatic, 
you wouldn't need to repeat anything you know. And you know I was beginning to feel, <..pause..> mind 
you, I had my family and they were all at school and they were interesting, but when they got older; My 
daughters married pretty young. I had John at home for, years when he was at Edinburgh University for 
six years, but still he was home at odd times. He wouldn't come home every weekend, I used to go 
through and see him sometimes but I think it was when my family were all beginning to go away I began 
to feel I was sorry I hadn't something that I could use. I enjoyed Dickson, Middleton and Co., the 
Chartered Accountants 'cause there I felt I was using my Maths and I was using my brain a lot more you 
know. I had to remember all the people who came in, you had enough doctors to start two or three 
hospitals and one of them, Mr. McNeil, used to say to me, "I don't know how you remember everybody's 
name because you never forget a name!” He wouldn't say that now because my memory's terrible 
sometimes. 

 

Q. So was it usual to stay on or leave after marriage? 

A. Oh it was usual to leave. I was unusual. I stayed on 'til two months before Marie was born. I was sick 
right up 'til then and I had a little Austin 7 car because my husband had a business at that time and it 
wasn't really making a great deal and I think I was probably making more than he did, and you know we 
thought it was, <..pause..> they wanted me to stay on so I did. And then I was opening a branch for the 
firm in Callander and I had this little Austin 7 and I used to have to stop to be sick. I was sick right up to 
the date, they couldn't get anyone. Finally they got someone and I left, and the day I left I was fine from 
then onwards. I think it must have been the fact that I felt that I had to work at that time and then of 
course I thought that was me finished. But when Marie was four days old I had a nurse at home staying 
with me, a Nurse Johnstone, and a lady came in to do the rough work. Well my husband came to tell 
me that his business was in trouble so I didn't know what to do! It didn't help me very much because 
after the birth of the first baby you're a wee bit highly strung you know. But however, Mary London came 
to see me and she brought a lot of presents from various people and she said, "I want to ask you 
something." She used to call me Miss ****** even though I was Mrs. ******. 'I want to ask you something 
Miss ****, I know you'll not be able to do it but even if you could come part-time back to work. We're 
losing a lot of your clients and they'll come back if you come back to work." And I said, "Well that's 
wonderful 'cause I didn't know how I was going to ask you because I'd like to come back full time." So 
she was delighted and my mother lived in a big house and she had the basement and the first flat and 
we had the top flat. So my mother was a widow and she said she'd come upstairs and organise Marie 
and we got a young maid to live in. She did the work but my mother was there to supervise and saw to 
the wee ones and everything like that. And my brother, who was a lot younger than my other brother 
and I, he was still at school, he was in his Highers year or something and he used to come up and have 
meals with us too so it worked out very well. Later on when we had to leave that house, there was dry 
rot developed in it, and we got a big flat in, <..pause..> Mother wasn’t very fit anyhow and we got a big flat, 
an eight room flat along Port Street, the far end, the Allanpark end of Port Street and I got a 
housekeeper then and a housekeeper cost me a pound a week and her stamps. And she was thirty-
seven and she was the most wonderful worker. She really, <..pause..> she looked after Marie beautifully, 
she was a toddler by that time. Even had her cot in her bedroom; she liked the company and she really, 
<..pause..> If we were having people at night, she'd all the meal arranged. And so I really worked right on 
'til Pat was born and then it was during the war and Mr. McCulloch came to see if I could come for half a 
day because a lot of the staff had gone to the war and my mother came then and we got the sister of 
our first maid to come in the afternoons ('cause I just went in the afternoons) to take Pat out, Marie was 
at school by that time. Then I worked up until John was coming and then I thought that was it, you 
know. 
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Q. So, going back to when you first started work, how did you spend your free time away from work when 
you were in Edinburgh? 

A. Oh I had loads of, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Lots of dances? 

A. Yes, oh yes, Peggy and I went to, <..pause..> I went to this church that Peggy was a member of and we 
got to know a crowd. There was about five boys and five girls and we went to church every Sunday 
night. We used to go to the swimming baths down Portobello and I remember how, before I could swim 
properly, I dived in the high diving board at the deep end. We swam regularly, we used to go to dances 
and pictures and theatres and parties. We had a really wonderful growing up time, it really couldn't have 
been better. It was really marvellous! None of the females ever married any of these males but we were 
all friendly for about three years and we used to come through to Stirling for the weekend to my 
mother's - perhaps Peggy and her friend and my friend, and poor mother, they all descended upon her 
you know. 

 

Q. And how did you spend your Sundays then? Did you still go regularly to church? 

A. Went to church yes, went regularly to church. So did all those boys and all the girls, we all went to the 
church. We used to do a lot of walking together. I remember we got an older man in the church to come 
with us and we did a moonlight hike over the Pentlands and we had a picnic on the top of the 
Pentlands. I think there was the ten of us and this older man, he was our chaperone, and we came into 
Edinburgh at six o'clock in the morning. It was dead quiet at that time you know, there was no trams or 
buses or anything like that because it was Sunday morning. We did it on the Saturday night and came 
in on Sunday morning. 

 

Q. So did religion mean more to you after you were a child? 

A. It meant just about the same to me, I don't know when it ceased to be quite as important. I'll tell you 
what I think is wrong nowadays. You see so much about science on these programmes that even, I 
remember when my son was taking medicine, not one of these students believed in anything. He did 
join Greyfriars Church initially but when he got further on and so steeped in science they would make 
you believe that you're just a chemical equation and that when you died it was just the chemical 
equation ceased working and that was it, you know. It used to depress me when I used to hear it 
because they could knock down every argument you had. And I'd say "But The Bible" and my son 
would say The Bible was written by a man. A man writes a book, he doesn't always stick to fact. And so 
what could you say to that because I suppose it was written by a man and then I started to listen to 
programmes on there, scientific programmes, and I really <..pause..> am torn in two, I can't decide now 
whether, <..pause..> I don't believe there's a hell, I think you make your own hell on earth and I used to 
have a friend, a Dr. Lucy Smail, she was actually, McFarlane was her own name, and I remember once 
she was visiting me and my family had been particularly irritating. And I, <..pause..> oh I had some 
problems, I think Marie was married and she had problems or something and I said, "Thank goodness, 
I'll get peace when I'm dead." and Lucy said, "No you won't." I said, "What do you mean?" "Oh you'll 
have to have about eight other lives before you're perfect enough to reach eternal life." I said, "Where 
did you get that belief?" "That is my belief and the belief of millions of other people." So I said, "Oh my 
goodness, I always thought that when I died I'd get peace, I wouldn't have to cope with all the problems 
and everything!" She said that the better you were on earth the better life you went to in the next life, but 
you had to go by degrees 'til the perfect life. Now, I think that's Buddhism is it not? 

 

Q. It sounds like Buddhism. 

A. It's awful like Buddhism, but she was a very keen church goer, she was a member of the Holy Rude and 
very churchy. 

 

Q. Well she must have read a bit about each religion. 

A. She must have and decided which she agreed with, but you know I would like to think, <..pause..> I can't 
believe that there's a heaven where there's angels fluttering about and all that. I can't believe that 
nowadays but I'd like to think there's another life, and funnily enough my son, a year or two after he 
went to America and of course he saw such a lot of death with cancer before they had anything for it. I 
never used to know why he went in for cancer, he took an M.R.C.P. in this country and was six years 
here and he married an American nurse and she was six years here after she qualified. And then he did 
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a Fellowship in Oncology in Haematology in Edinburgh, [that was him when he graduated over there], 
and he took this in Milwaukee and then he got, six months, before he was finished, got the chance of 
Consultancies in twenty different parts of America. He got his choice. And John is not really awfully 
interested in money, his wife is, but what he likes is, you've no frustration. I mean, you get your 
Consultancy whenever you're qualified, you get equipment if you need it, if it costs half a million pounds 
in a week, this, the clinic and hospital and the long term place, and then they have a large hospice for 
cancer patients. It's been built five times the size it was when he started.  

 

Q. So in the time you were studying hairdressing and when you were a young hairdresser, did you take an 
interest in politics? 

A. Yes I did. I always have been an avid reader so I think when you read decent books you do become 
interested in politics, and also my clients were the type that you were to talk about politics, economics, 
hunting, shooting and fishing and the sort of news you got in ‘The Tatler’. Now that was the 
conversation, <..pause..> or perhaps the theatre or something like that. You had to have that type of 
conversation with people and politics was always a popular subject with these sort of people you know, 
and so all my Iife I've really taken an interest in politics. 

 

Q. So are you a member of any particular Party then? 

A. Yes, I am a member of the Conservative Party. I had a young Labour candidate at the last election. He 
was not a candidate, he was canvassing and he had a degree and I couldn't stand at the door, he 
wanted to talk to me so I brought him in here. And by the time I had finished, 'cause I said, "I'm a lot 
older than you and I know all about what the Labour Party did to our country in the years that we landed 
in the hands of the International Bankers and were deeply in debt and we couldn't decide what to do 
with our own money, and even further back than that." So he said by the time we were finished I had 
almost converted him to Conservative (laughs) and he said, "I wish you’d been Labour 'cause you'd 
have been great for us!” 

 

Q. And in the times when you were a young hairdresser, did you ever go on holiday? 

A. Oh yes, yes, I went on holiday, varied holidays. I went to London with a friend to the Hairdressing 
Exhibition a few times and stayed at the Cumberland Hotel at Marble Arch, and we went to the theatre. I 
remember I saw Gladys Cooper in ‘The Shining Hour’ at one point when we were up there. And then we 
went for a caravan holiday one time, four of us, four girls, down to Cockburnspath it was called, and it 
was, <..pause..> I can't remember the name, Shell Bay I think was the name of the bay and we had a 
caravan holiday there. And then I used to occasionally go with my parents just to a coastal place for a 
holiday and I never really went abroad then. But this great friend of mine, who's still friend, she and her 
mother went abroad every year then, cruises and so on and I used to think they must be awfully well off 
because they were expensive in these days you know. It wasn't like now when there's so many people 
go it makes it a bit less expensive, it was really very, expensive. But Peggy and her mother always went 
to different countries and cruises and so on. So, but I didn't seem to really bother about a holiday 
abroad in these days you know. 

 

Q. And did you make any new friends when you were a hairdresser? 

A. Oh I made a lot of friends in Stewart’s in Princes Street and particularly that friend Peggy, and we've 
been friends ever since and I go and stay with her and she comes and stays with me. We're both 
widows now. She just had one son and she used to come and stay at my home in Stirling for a weekend 
and I used to, <..pause..> Her mother was wardrobe mistress in the King’s Theatre so we used to get free 
tickets for all the shows, the good shows and I used to stay quite often with her. I was in digs, so quite 
often if we were at anything like that I used to stay at night with Peggy you know. 

 

Q. And were there any special places where men and women could meet then? 

A. Well, we always met in the church, went regularly to church and a Sunday night there was generally a 
sort of social evening afterwards. You know, coffee or something like that and there was a lot of young 
people and we met there and we formed a sort of group. There was about six of us and we used to go 
to parties, swimming, dancing, all sorts of things. Each member of the group would have a party or we 
were all invited to another party, maybe somebody in the church you know, and brought in New Year 
together and so on. 

 

Q. And did your parents meet your friends? 
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A. Oh yes, I always took everybody home, poor mother. My friend Peggy used to come for the weekend 
and if it was a Monday holiday the rest of the group used to come through for the day. And Mother used 
to feed them all, which was quite an undertaking. That was before my father died of course, she could 
afford to feed lot of us in these days. After my father died you know, though he had a good job, you 
didn't have the pensions you have now. Mother got ten shillings for herself and five shillings for my 
young brother who was eleven, nothing for my brother who was sixteen and still at school, and nothing 
for me, and I wasn't quite finished my training you know. It was very hard in these days. How mother 
managed I don't know, she never ever talked about money and she always seemed to manage on, 
<..pause..> I used to think she'd make a great Chancellor of the Exchequer because she seemed to be 
able to do so much with so little you know. 

 

Q. And did your parents expect to know where you were and that you had to be home by a certain time? 

A. Oh yes! Oh yes, definitely. Mind you, when I was in Edinburgh, in digs, they couldn't keep tabs on me 
there, but my father was very strict and when I used to bring people for the weekend he used to put 
them through a cross examination. He was like a lawyer you know and I said, "I'm not going to marry 
these males, they're just friends." He said, "But I think ****** that when you associate with a certain type 
of people, that's generally the class you marry into and I don't think these people are quite your class." 
And that used to make me mad you know. (laughs) 

 

Q. So what age were you when you married? 

A. I was twenty-two and my father of course was dead. I doubt if I would have been allowed to marry 
because he thought you shouldn't get married until you were about twenty-seven and your career was 
at its height etcetera, you know, and he certainly wouldn't have allowed me to marry my husband who 
was ten years older than me. And he actually lived in the same street as I did in Stirling and I had only 
met him periodically over the years 'cause I was in Edinburgh you see. Then I came back because I 
thought it would be better to be near my mother, to be able to help her after father died, and when I 
hadn't anything better to do I went to the pictures with my husband, but I never thought of him as 
anything serious. But he was a very reliable type of person and eventually you know, I decided I would 
like to marry him, I felt I was in love with him. Mind you, I don't think you really know at twenty-two what 
you want, I still don't think so. I think half the divorces could be avoided if people would wait 'til they're 
about twenty-five. Sometimes you're lucky, but sometimes, you don't really know what you want. I was 
lucky in that well, I think marriages did work out better in these days because people didn't just get up 
and pack their case and go at the slightest bit of trouble you know, you just, <..pause..> No marriage, I 
don't think, is a complete bed of roses. You have your ups and downs and when family come along it 
makes it a little more difficult, a screaming baby and so on you know. 

 

Q. So how long had you known your husband? 

A. Well, I'd actually known him since I was about sixteen I would say, because my parents moved from 
Riverside up to the right hand side of Queen Street then, and so when I was home I used to meet him. 
His parents had the shop, ****** the newsagent and tobacconist opposite the foot of Queen Street, and 
he had a branch business in Friar Street. He'd been an engineer but there was a slump in engineering 
and he had this business, newsagent, tobacconist, stationer and fancy goods and sweets and things 
like that you know. In fact, I went to my first, <..pause..> in Stirling, in the Golden Lion, you had to have 
invitations to the dances there on a Saturday. You would have the County Club Dance or the Cricket 
Club or the Rugby Club or the County Council was usually quite often a Whist drive and dance, the 
County Council one. Well, my Father had two tickets for that and he wasn't very well and decided not to 
go and he gave them to me. And at that time I didn't know many people in Stirling, I'd lost touch. So I 
asked ****** if he'd like to go, but he'd to come up and see my father to see if it was aIl right to take me, 
and he had to get a taxi and I had to be home by ten o'clock, and that was the first. But that was just 
you know, because he was the only person I really knew that l could ask. I really thought of him at that 
time, <..pause..> he was so much older than me, he was ten years older than I was and it’s a lot when 
you're sixteen. It isn't a lot as you get a bit older you know. 

 

Q. And did you get engaged then? 

A. Well yes, we got engaged about, <..pause..> just about six months before we got married but we just had 
a quiet wedding because my mother, I knew she couldn't have afforded to give me a big one. She 
wanted to, but it would have been very difficult, so we just had a quiet wedding. 
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Q. And how did you manage with getting things like furniture and household things for setting up? Did you 
get a lot of wedding presents? 

A. Well nothing like you get nowadays. We did get our three-piece suite from my mother-in-law and my 
mother gave us a bedroom suite and rugs and things like that. I don't know how on earth she managed 
it but she did because my father had some investments and he'd saved, but then he'd been an invalid 
for years and he had to spend such a lot of money on doctors and operations. He had little operations in 
the house about every six weeks, and mother had to get things to build him up, and of course you paid 
for everything then you see so he wouldn't have as much at forty-six as he might have had if he'd been 
fitter and, <..pause..> So, we got a lot of linen and you know we got quite a lot of things like bedroom 
chairs and bedspreads and things like that, and then we bought the rest. I had some savings and my 
husband had some and we managed to get, <..pause..> We had actually a lounge, a dining-room/living-
room, two bedrooms, a kitchenette and bathroom when we were first married and it was the top flat of a 
big house so it was quite a lot of space to carpet or it was mainly linoleum in these days, or Congoleum 
squares. You had a carpet for your sitting-room, you thought you were wonderful if you had that, didn't 
have carpets like you have nowadays, nor labour saving devices you know. 

 

Q.  And can you describe the wedding? 

A. Oh well, it was so quiet we just had our best friends and I didn't even wear white, I just had a suit. 

 

Q.  What colour was the suit? 

A. It was cream. And Mr. Johnstone, the old Minister of Allanpark married us you know, the Reverend A.M. 
Johnstone. He was quite a famous Minister, he was in Allanpark for years and years. He was a very 
nice man, an Aberdonian, and really you couldn't say very much about the wedding. An old friend of 
ours who lived next door to us when we lived down in Meadow Place, he was best man, George 
Meredith, and one of the girls I worked beside, Molly McKenzie, she was from the Western Highlands, 
she was my best-maid and it was just a very, very, quiet wedding. 

 

Q. And did you have a honeymoon' 

A. Well, we had a short honeymoon in Edinburgh because it was February, and we got married on my 
mother's birthday which was the 22nd of February and so we went to Edinburgh to a hotel. And we just 
had a short one because it was very difficult for my husband to get away. Shops, newsagent shops in 
these days, you know, started at six in the morning and worked 'til eight at night, and on Saturday 'til 
eleven at night. And then he had young assistants but you couldn't leave young assistants without 
someone, so he had to wait 'til he could get some member of the family to take over from him. But in the 
summer, we went to Scarborough for a fortnight. We really had a sort of delayed honeymoon in 
Scarborough and we stayed, I remember, at the south end of Scarborough in a very nice hotel and a 
friend of my husband's ran us down to Scarborough and <..pause..> 'cause at that time I'd had a car 
before I got married, but after I got married, <..pause..> anyhow, it was just a little Austin 7. This man had 
a big car and he was going down on business so he took us down and came back for us. 

Q. And you mentioned that your husband's job was a tobacconist newsagent? 

A. Well when I married him that's what he had, a tobacconist/newsagent's business but when the Second 
World War came along, he was a registered engineer so he had to go back to engineering. And he also 
worked in the Register Department of the Post Office some nights 'cause they couldn't get people, they 
couldn't get enough people, everybody was away at the War. He really was too old to be called up and, 
well he had a family and he was married and he was older and so that's what he did. He worked very 
hard of course ‘cause it was the Harland Engineering Company then, it's Weir's now in Alloa, and they 
were making armaments, you know, for the <..pause..> soldiers, you know, to help with the ‘war effort’. 
And they worked long hours and then when he was free he was in this Register Office and then he was 
also a Home Guard for a little while but that was a bit too much for him, so he then became a Warden. 
He was a Warden. 

 

Q. And so did you continue to work after you got married? 

A. Yes. I worked right up 'til two years after I got married. I had my first daughter and I worked up 'til about 
<..pause..> three months before the baby came. You didn't do that in these days, but I was opening a 
branch, <..pause..> I had this little car, and I was opening a branch for the firm. I still had that car, that's 
right, I had it right up 'til Marie was born and I, <..pause..> They were trying to get someone to take my 
place and I said I would stay on 'til they got someone. Never thought it would be as long as that and so I 
travelled to Callander every day, and about the end of the sixth month they managed to get someone. 

 



 956 

Q. And how did your husband feel about you working? 

A. Didn't bother at all, he was quite happy that I was working. He didn't seem to worry, he knew I was 
happy in my work, I was very happy in my work, and I went back when Marie was three months old and 
I more or less worked all my life from then on, except to stop to have babies. With John I think I was the 
longest at home because it was just the end of the War when John was born. I'd got a lot of clients in 
castles all over the place who couldn't get a decent hairdresser so I went and did their hair, and I took 
John with me, and eventually he was in nurseries and he would be having his lunch in the nursery with 
the children of the household and I had my lunch with the clients whom I was dealing with. I went to 
Orchal Castle, Feddal Castle, to Callander to the, <..pause..> what do you call them now? They were 
people in diamond mines owned this castle, just can't remember the name. And then Lady Younger, I 
did her hair, and Mrs. Slaye of Rossleighs and Mrs. Aitchison, her husband's father owned the Harland 
and a whole lot of people like that. And I did that privately 'til John was seven and then I went down to 
manage the salon in Tillicoultry. 

 

Q. And so what hours did you work? 

A. Well I worked initially from nine 'til five thirty and Saturday morning 'til one, and then later on when Pat 
was young I just worked the afternoons, that was in McCulloch and Young's salon which isn't there now. 
And then of course when I was going around doing hairdressing privately I could make my own time. I'd 
just do, perhaps, three days in the week or something like that but then when I went down to Tillicoultry 
I was working long hours, sometimes my lunch hours, sometimes 'til nine at night, and I did all the 
buying, went up to Glasgow and put on the profit and the purchase tax and kept the books and decided 
the salaries for the staff and kept the staff happy, the clients happy, the firm happy. It was quite a big 
responsibility. 

 

Q. And so how many children did you have? 

A. I had three. I had Marie, and five years later I had Pat, and six years later I had John. 

 

Q. And was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. Yes. I think I decided I wanted four but I had this dreadful asthma and it took me all my time to look after 
even the two I had, never mind John when he came along. I sometimes couldn't even get up to give him 
his first feed because I'd take a bout of asthma early in the morning you see and I had to send my 
daughter to get a friend to come and give him his first feed. So three were really more than enough, you 
know. And I was lucky, I had this long space between, so each child could help me a bit by the time the 
other one came along. Marie was eleven when John was born so she was quite a help. 

 

Q. And so was birth control advice available? 

A. No, there was no birth control advice at all. Whatever steps you took you just had to decide yourself, 
there was no clinics or anything like that in these days. When I had my babies, I really quite enjoyed 
having them because I had a nurse who came to stay, a fully trained nurse (she wore a uniform 
etcetera) and then I had a woman who did my rough work, she came in every day to do the things that 
the nurse couldn't do. The nurse did quite a lot, she made your meals and things like that, but she 
couldn't do any dirty work, you know. So each time I had a child, I had a nurse for a month. That was 
one thing my husband approved of. He thought, you know, that when you had birth you should be 
properly looked after. And, of course, I had a doctor with every baby and anaesthetic with every one. I 
think they're like savages nowadays. We're going back, not forward. Don't even get a rest when you 
have the baby. It's left beside you if you're in the hospital and you get up the day after the baby's born 
and, <..pause..> maybe it's better for your health but I don't know, I think that rest I used to have, it fitted 
you for being fit enough to look after the baby afterwards. And a nurse trained the baby and trained you 
as well, you know. 

 

Q. And did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. No, no, I didn't know at all. I knew nothing about what to expect and I was about, <..pause..> I started 
about seven in the morning with Marie and we got the nurse about nine. The doctor was in about 
eleven. I had the baby at 1.20 the next morning. And I remember he was pacing up and down; they 
have fathers go to the birth nowadays. Well, I remember my husband put his head round the door at 
one point about seven o'clock in the evening and I said, "Go away! Go away!" and, "I'm never going to 
have any more children!" That was what I said to him. He said, "Oh no, certainly not!" And the nurse 
came in. She said, "I'm making scrambled eggs for our supper." I said, "Scrambled egg? I couldn't eat!" 
"Oh," she said, "You'd better eat because you'll have something to be sick on." I said, "Are you sick 
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too?" (laughs) 'Cause I wasn't the sort of person who was ever sick. (laughs). Oh dear, so that was as 
little as I knew. And I didn't know, it was Mr. Reid the surgeon who was our doctor, you could be a 
surgeon and a G.P. as well then, before the National Health, and I didn't know he was in the house from 
about half past eight listening to a boxing match on the wireless or I would have been shouting for him. 
It wouldn't have been long before I needed him! (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you read any books about birth or looking after babies? 

A. I did read a book about looking after babies and it was written by Dr. Trudy King. She was a famous 
baby specialist in these days and my husband used to say I should have called the baby Trudy, 
because every time I wanted to know something I'd be at this book. And I would go by this book, I just 
didn't veer from it the slightest bit you know and so, <..pause..> But it was just about babies, it wasn't, 
<..pause> 

 

Q. So how did you feed your first baby? 

A. Well I had no milk, I didn't have to have anything to put it away, so she had to go on, Allenburys was the 
name of the food then. It was a pre-digested food, very expensive, but it did awfully well with her. And 
then of course you had to buy Haliborange in these days 'cause you hadn't any health orange juice or 
anything like that. You gave them Haliborange you know to give extra vitamins and so on. So, she was 
brought up on Allenburys 'til she was nine months. In fact, I learned something through doing, <..pause..> 
you know, babies really know from four -days old - they are intelligent enough to know that if you lift 
them once you get to lift them over and over again. Now she used to scream from six 'til eight at night 
and nurse had said, "Now don't lift her because if you lift her she'll stop crying, but she'll expect you,” 
<..pause..> So we put up with that for two weeks and then she stopped it suddenly and we'd no further 
trouble. And I think people who find that babies don't sleep, just spoil them. And when she was going to 
come off her last bottle; the six o'clock one was the one that was difficult so I used to give her a little 
bottle of water in her cot and pop it in and out. Then, of course, she had teeth and she could pull the 
teat off and she'd be soaking and I'd have to change the whole cot and her. So one, it was glass bottles, 
one-night in desperation I broke all the bottles and I burnt all the teats and she screamed for about ten 
nights and then eventually she stopped. But I knew from then onwards not to do anything stupid like 
that. Just if you were taking them off; of course, later on you took them off the bottle quicker. Pat's stage 
even five years later there was a difference. You started to spoon-feed them about <..pause..> five 
months and now of course you do it practically from the beginning, you know. But Pat didn't really like a 
bottle, I'd to go round the town trying to get narrow teats for her. She'd a short palate and the teats used 
to touch the back of her throat and make her go [choking sound], you know, like that. So I had to get 
these tiny wee cherry teats but she wasn't keen. So I started her with a spoon at three months and she 
never had a bottle again, that was her finished. And that wasn't done in these days. She also was on 
Allenbury’s. 

 

Q. And if you needed advice, who did you ask? Was it your mother? 

A. My, mother, my mother. Oh mother was wonderful with babies, she was far better than I was. I didn't 
bath Marie until she was three months old because my mother was in the bottom part of the house and 
she'd the basement and the first flat and we'd the top flat. So she used to come up and bath Marie and 
eventually she said to me, "You'll have to start doing this you know." So I did and here, the baby was 
slippy, you see, and I let her go, and she went under the water for one instant and she was choking. 
And of course that didn't give me more confidence, you know. However, mother made me carry on 
doing it and I was very lucky having her, she was really a source of information, sensible information 
because even when we were young we were fed four hourly. We weren't lifted and she'd all the modern 
methods you know. And she was so good with babies. We really had a constant babysitter. We went 
away for a holiday once, for a fortnight on our own. Because mother didn't think you should change the 
water that made up the food; you made up Allenburys with water. She thought it was very bad for the 
babies. So with the aid of a young maid, she looked after Marie and we went away on our own. 

 

Q. And how much did your husband have to do with the children when they were young? 

A. Not so much as nowadays, not nearly so much. All he, <..pause..> if the baby cried at night, through the 
night, I'd probably get up and see that there was no wind or anything, change the nappy and put her 
down. If she continued to cry he would say to me, he would nudge me, and say, "You're not much of a 
mother letting the child cry!" I said, "There's nothing wrong with her, I'm a very good mother and if you're 
worried you get up!" But he didn't. Men didn't do so much. In fact the first child he took out in the pram 
was John. And I said to him once, “You know you never took the girls out,” and he said, "Oh no, but this 
is a boy." I said, "But how are people going to know when he's in a pram and all covered up that it's a 
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boy?" I couldn't understand that reasoning, you know. But he did a bit more with the children as they got 
a wee bit older. You know he was really good, and he looked after them at night if I was going out. And 
he got to the stage that, I think, probably my having this asthma he had to do more. And he got 
gradually used to it. But he never changed nappies or things like that. Men didn't do that in these days, 
you know, unfortunately. 

 

Q. And what kind of medical care was there at the time that you were growing up in if you were ill? 

A. Private medicine. Private medicine. And in fact I think we were more inclined to send for the doctors 
because we knew every visit was paid for, than we are nowadays. Because nowadays though they are 
paid through the National Health, you're not paying the account quarterly and really I think what's 
happened is that people who always sent for the doctor regularly rather than risk anything. I used to 
take the children's temperature, if it was 102, I'd cope, if it went over 102 I then sent for the doctor. But I 
think what happened when the National Health came along people who had been used to paying bills 
were more reluctant to send for the doctor unless they were really bad, and people who had never paid 
for a doctor haunted the doctor morning, noon and night for everything from laxatives to cotton wool. 
And I think probably that's been the downfall of the Health Service. The doctors time is wasted by, 
<..pause..> I remember being in a terrific queue at a doctor’s. It wasn't by appointment, it was when I was 
in Polmont and I don't know how many people there was but I was about second last, and I when I went 
in he said, "Mrs. ******.” I said, "You're very busy today!" He said, "You know, apart from one other lady 
and you - none of these people really needed me." He said, "I think they just like to visit the doctor for 
something to do," and that’s really what's happened. I think the Health Service has been ruined 
because so many people <..pause..> Well who would go and get cotton wool and laxatives and things like 
that? We buy them, even I buy them and I'm on a pension. But a lot of people wouldn't buy a single 
thing. Now of course, the prescriptions are paid for but in these days initially you didn't pay anything for 
prescriptions on the National Health. 

 

Q. And how did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 

A. Well I managed it, he wasn't <..pause..> I was the one who always seemed to see to everything, I seemed 
to be - though he had a business, I seemed to be more the business head, though I was younger. And I 
always managed the money. And he used to, <..pause..> if we were going anyplace I'd say, "You tell me 
where you want to go," and he said, "Just please yourself!" That was usually his attitude. Or if we were 
going on holiday and if anything was wrong with it, it was my fault you see. It's a very sensible thing for 
a man to do. To put the onus on his wife for, <..pause..> you know he'd never make up his mind where he 
wanted to go. Just left it to me. Left everything to me. 

 

Q. And did you know what your husband earned? 

A. Oh yes, he gave me his salary. When he went back to engineering he gave me his salary and then he 
got whatever he needed from it. But his needs weren't much. He smoked initially, but eventually he had 
a bad throat and he had to stop smoking. He saw a specialist. He said, "Either four a day or stop," so he 
couldn't manage four a day, so he stopped. And his only weakness was sweets. He used to, <..pause..> I 
used to think he had a share in the ‘Spangle’ factory, he used to always be sucking ‘Spangles’, specially 
after he stopped smoking, you know. (laughs) One of my partners in Dickson, Middleton and Co., he 
also ate ‘Spangles’. There was ‘Spangle’ papers everywhere and I said, "I think you and my husband 
have shares in the ‘Spangle’ factory”, and he was trying to stop smoking but his ashtray was piled. He 
must have smoked about forty a day. I said, "I don't think you're being very successful." He said, "I'm 
trying to suck these to stop smoking!" I said, "I don't think you're being very successful." 

 

Q. So how did you decide how the money should be spent for things like furniture and food and clothes? 

A. Well I just decided if we needed things and at one point we had, <..pause..> when we were living in 
Tillicoultry, we had, <..pause..> My daughter and her husband had bought a residential caravan and 
George's father had a, <..pause..> well, he had been in India, Manager of Jute Mills in India, very well off. 
And when he retired he bought this poultry farm and he had great big greenhouses, and tomatoes and 
flowers and everything like that and they put it in, he had a lot of ground, so they fitted it up there and 
got it fitted up with plumbing and electricity and so on and started in that. But when Pat had her first 
baby; she was expecting her second baby a year later, and she had bronchitis. And the doctor asked 
me if I would have them 'til the birth was over, and I did, and I had them for a year and a half. They sold 
the caravan and stayed with me for a year and a half and I can always remember they gave me two 
pound ten a week for, <..pause..> that was for the mother, father and two children, and they used my car 
and my petrol. They used the phone, and George, Pat's husband only liked frying steak, he didn't like 
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mince or stew or anything like that. So he had to be fed on the fat of the land and so that was where a 
lot of our money went! (laughs) 

 

Q. And how did you manage when your husband was ill or out of work? 

A. Well he was never out of work. I was lucky, he was never out of work. I suppose we lived in an era 
where there was pretty full employment you know but he was certainly never out of work. And initially 
when he was ill, he didn't get any salary, he got sickness benefit. But you see I was always working, so 
we always had my salary and somehow or other he was never, <..pause..> The only time I ever 
remember him being, <..pause..> He was off for about six weeks during the war. He'd been working much 
too hard and he got very low in health and he had to have six weeks. Then he broke his foot in the work 
and it wasn't his fault. So he was off for about ten weeks but he got compensation pay and then 
compensation benefit later on, lump sum. And he damaged his hand at one point and he also got that. 
Then later on, of course, they were paid if they were ill. That came along and that is the case nowadays. 
In fact, if he had been born ten years later, he would have had a really good pension and I would have 
got two thirds of it when he died. But he got one of the old pensions which was very little once a month 
and it died with him. 

 

Q. And did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Yes. I remember when I wasn't working we lived at Causewayhead and when John was born and I 
wasn't working at that time, I found it quite difficult to manage. Because engineers weren't paid then as 
they are now, not even in comparison to the money value. They were much lower paid than they are 
nowadays and I did find, you know, that I had to be very careful. I hated scrimping and scraping 
because I had always been used to both of us working and I didn't want to touch any savings we had, 
you know. So we had to cut down during those years. But we were happy enough. We had a small rent. 
It was a Council house we had in Causewayhead and I think the rent and rates were nine and sixpence 
a week. Now, when you think of what these houses cost nowadays, something like twenty-five pounds a 
week. So we hadn't an expensive rent. We always had expensive rents prior to getting that house in 
Causewayhead. That was an exchange but it was a very reasonable rent. I managed alright. It was only 
I think I had been accustomed to buying the children things like Lindsay Maia frocks and Peter Pan 
outfits and Startrite shoes and everything of the best, you know, and you just have to cut down when 
you haven't got so much money. 

 

Q. And so if any neighbours were ill in the community where you lived or were confined to bed, did the 
neighbours help out in those days? 

A. Yes, yes they did, they did. The funny thing is that there was always the same people who did help out 
and sometimes it was people of maybe five of a family. The more of a family they had, the more they 
seemed to have time to help other people. The lady who used to come and feed John when I wasn't 
able, had five of a family and she was always delighted to come, so, <..pause..> And my next door 
neighbour was very good. Her family were sort of more teenagers, you know, but she was a very kind 
person and she was very good when I wasn't well. We didn't have a phone so she used to go and 
phone for the doctor when I took these bad attacks, when I had to have injections and things you know. 

 

Q. So did they help at other times as well, other than sickness? In cases of bereavement and things like 
that? 

A. Oh yes. Oh yes, yes they did, they were very good. I didn't have to have any help with the house or 
anything because I had somebody who came once a week. I couldn't do hard work, you know. There's 
nothing starts asthma more than getting breathless you know; doing something that requires energy. 
You haven't got energy and if you expend any energy, you gradually get more and more wheezy and 
you know it generally ended in having to get injections and things. So I had a lady who came, she lived 
round about there and she was a widow and she came and did my cleaning for me. She was very good, 
great help. 

 

Q. And so do you feel that this community spirit is dying out now? 

A. Yes I do. I feel there's not the same community spirit now. I don't know if you noticed when you came in, 
that path is a mess, 'cause this was ‘bucket day’ and there's as much rubbish; plus the men have been 
cutting the grass and they haven't swept the path. Now I'm certain, it'll not be swept unless Mrs. ******, 
who can hardly crawl or I, who can crawl with my stick, will sweep it. And all those young people you 
see, they're working, of course, but even so, I feel, they could do these kind of things, you know. And 
Mrs. ****** and I often say we could be dead and none of these people upstairs would know. They're all 
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young upstairs with young families. And eh, <..pause..> there's one girl above me who's always offering to 
help. She's very kind really but I've got a Home Help three times a week so I can manage. But if I'm ill 
she comes down and does shopping for me and gets prescriptions for me. Though now I've got a 
chemist who brings the prescriptions. But I just feel I would hesitate to ask the ones who are working 
because I feel they've probably not got very much time you know. 

 

Q. And so where you lived when you were growing up etcetera, did all of the people have the same 
standard of living or would you say some were better off than others? 

A. Oh some were better off than others definitely, yes. When I was a girl we were probably the better off in 
these days when my father was alive, but actually, I suppose, there was people in our street who were 
even better off than we were and some who were a lot poorer. And also where I lived, any place I lived, 
there was always quite a mixture you know. People who were well off and people who weren't so well 
off. People who could do more with money than others because I don't think it's always a case of being 
well off. Some people can manage money better than others. Some people however much they have, 
they'd always be hard up, you know. 

 

Q. And do you think of yourself as a member of a particular class? Like do you consider yourself middle 
class or working class? 

A. Well I think I consider myself middle class and I don't think I'm a snob, but I may be an educational 
snob. I don't care how much money people have, I'm not interested in that. I don't care if they've got 
nothing as long as their manners are reasonably good and they're reasonably intelligent. Because quite 
a lot of people who are very poor and haven't had a chance, are very intelligent and if they got a chance 
there's no saying what they would have amounted to, you know. I used to have a char woman like that. 
She was self-educated, but my goodness, there was nothing you could talk about that she didn't know 
even better, just through reading papers and reading books. But she'd left school when she was 
fourteen and her husband had died and left her with five children and she'd done nothing but clean 
offices and worked but she was a delight because she was so intelligent, so bright that, <..pause..> I 
mean, I like her very much. I meet her still, she's very old now but she's still, she's got a great sense of 
humour too. But I maybe am slightly a snob. My granddaughter phoned me up one day and she said to 
me, "Nanna," she was talking about this older man and she said, "Nanna, you wouldn't say that Mr. 
****** was our class would you?" And I said, "Well that sounds very snobbish Elaine!" She said, "Yes I 
know but-it's because he's not educated as well as us, he thinks differently and he's got different 
values." I said, "Oh yes, I agree there," but really deep down, inside I did agree with her. This particular 
person she was talking about was not perhaps, <..pause..> so I suppose in way I maybe am a snob and 
yet I hate snobbery. I hate people who talk with these terrific accents who perhaps years ago didn't talk 
like that at alI, and generally you find they make mistakes in grammar and they think they're the ‘cats 
pyjamas’ because they've got on. I don't Iike people like that. I would never change if I got ten million 
pounds next week, I would still be the same. And I like people who are like that, I’ll tell you, I’ve probably 
found that meeting people like the Countess of Breadalbane, all these titled people, all these people 
who have had money all their lives and they've breeding and so on, they’re as natural; there's no putting 
on accents and they can come in a shabby old tweed coat and a paddy hat pulled down, and thick 
brogues, but somehow or other there's lineage in every line, you know. And these are the kind of people 
I think are not snobs. People who all their life have been used to, <..pause..>you know, money and, 
<..pause..> They haven't got so much money nowadays but in these days they were very well off; used to 
having loads of land and a house in London and all that sort of thing, These people are not snobs, they 
treat everybody as equals you know, 

 

Q. And did people do their shopping mostly in local corner shops or did; they go into the town? 

A Oh yes, yes. Generally there was D. & J. McEwan’s in Stirling. It was a beautiful grocer, where 
Littlewoods is now, and I used to get alI my groceries from there. And at that time when there was 
perhaps two in the family, my husband and I and two children, an order would cost ten shillings a week 
and that would do you the whole week. You'd probably have two pounds of butter, two dozen eggs, and 
cheese and bacon. All the essentials would come to ten shillings. So you did get very good value for 
money. It was a beautiful shop but there was no supermarkets then, of course. 

 

Q. And did any local shops ever give credit or tick? 

A. Oh yes a lot of them did, but I, I never got anything on credit because I was always frightened for bills 
you know, frightened that they might mount up. The only person whom I had an account with was the 
butcher and I paid that weekly, but nobody else. I just paid my groceries as I got them. 
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Q. And were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. Oh yes, loads of pawn shops. There was one in Baker Street. What were they called now? <..pause..> 
Hills, a big pawn broking shop in Baker Street. And there was various pawn shops all over the place. 
Mind you, I never knew anybody who had to pawn anything. I never knew people as poor as that. I think 
maybe in Glasgow there'd be more of that, you know. I suppose some people used them; maybe people 
at the top of the town or out in the Raploch maybe used them, they must have used the pawn shops 
because they wouldn't, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was your area a friendly neighbourhood or was there ever any trouble? 

A. No trouble. Never any trouble in any area I lived in. 

 

Q. And can you tell me your memories of the First World War that you have? 

A. Yes that's right. I must've been about three or four when we had this Zeppelin raid on Edinburgh and I 
remember we were in a flat in Morningside and we were about two up, you know. My mother used to 
have our clothes all folded in bundles so that you could get downstairs quickly, but they didn't seem to 
go downstairs. They were all ready because I remember that night of the Zeppelin raid, I woke and I 
saw my mother and father standing at the window and the whole room was lit up, and the sky was red 
outside and that was the fires that the Zeppelin had caused through dropping bombs all over Edinburgh. 
And then I remember going the next day to my grandmother's to see if she was alright. She lived near 
the Royal Infirmary, and opposite were doctors .and dentists and there'd been a bomb dropped and it 
had gone into this doctor's house, but it hadn't gone off, otherwise the whole of Edinburgh was, a lot of it 
was very smashed up, you know. There was quite a few didn't explode I believe but they'd made an 
awful mess of Edinburgh. Of course everybody was terrified because there'd never been anything like 
that before, you know. There weren't planes dropping bombs. The Zeppelin was the first thing that ever 
dropped bombs. And I remember they had a photograph of it in the paper. I can remember seeing it. 
Seeing what it looked like. It was a long shaped balloon thing with a carriage underneath it, looked like a 
basket work carriage underneath it but it did cause a lot of devastation. And then the only other thing I 
remember about the last war, because I didn't really have anybody in it, you know, that was in Active 
Service. My father wasn't fit enough. And I remember mother having to queue for butter, sometimes by 
the time it got to your turn in the queue the butter was finished. So she used to give us Virol on our 
bread. And I also remember there was a smallpox scare during the war and my father didn't believe in 
getting these injections unless there was a smallpox scare. So both my brother and I got these 
injections. I remember I was very ill with that smallpox injection. I would be about five, I think, something 
like that, five when we had it done. And then the only other thing I remember was that my father came 
through as Food Control Officer to Stirling in the latter part of the War and he had a ‘Swift’ car and he 
went all over the countryside allocating sugar etcetera to farms and shops and places like that. And he 
used to take me with him sometimes. And he used to be offered butter at the farms. He would never 
take it. I used to be offered boxes of chocolates in the shops; he wouldn't allow me to take them, he was 
a very highly principled person, you know. I think mother sometimes would have been quite pleased if 
he'd got a little bit of extra butter but he felt it was, you know, perhaps an act of bribery. So that's about 
all I really remember about The First World War and then of course we went back to Edinburgh for 
about a year, I think, or nine months, until my father came back as the first Motor Tax Officer to 
Stirlingshire. 

 

Q. And do you have memories of the Second World War? 

A. The Second World War, yes. My youngest brother was called up, he had been taking his Highers and 
he was at Mr. Marr, the Burgh Engineer's Office, he was there and he was taking his degree the slow 
way, six months in the office and six months at University. And he had just been there for barely a year, 
I think, a year and a half, when he was conscripted, he was just barely twenty. Now he was the type of 
person, he wouldn't have hurt a fly. I think he would have been probably, <..pause..> deep down he was a 
conscientious objector because he hated any violence of any kind, but of course he went and did his bit. 
Now the first part of the war before he went abroad, he and a young Jewish soldier invented a new 
system for calibrating the super-heavy guns. It was done with meters. It was a sort of mathematical 
thing. Evidently, every thirty-five minutes during an action, no, every so long during an action they had 
to spend thirty-five minutes calibrating the guns. I don't know what that means but they were out of 
action for thirty-five minutes. They got a system that only had them out of action for ten minutes and 
they were commended by the Commander in Chief of the super-heavy forces. Both offered 
commissions and the other lad took the commission, my brother didn't because he felt he wasn't 
experienced enough to lead men. Besides he felt the higher up you went the more instrumental you 
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were in killing. It was different, you were obeying orders but he had this idea, <..pause..> My older brother 
had preached to him about taking a commission whenever he got it, “You would be far more 
comfortable” etcetera and he agreed with everything my brother said but his ideas were completely 
different. So that was Victor. Now he went abroad, we didn’t know where he was first, but he was 
at the retreat from Libya. He was at the advance. Then they had to go to Crete because all their guns 
had been captured and they had no ammunition. He was attached to the 4th Indian Division, in the 
Survey Department and eventually when they got a build up of arms again then they went back and 
then there was the advance. And he was at Cassino where the 4th Indian Division was sacrificed to 
draw off the German troops from Anzio where they were having the Anzio beachhead. That was a great 
turning point in the war. Now the Germans held the heights at Cassino, so two thirds of the 4th Indian 
Division were wiped out at Cassino and, of course, they had Gurkhas, and they were wonderful fighters 
the Gurkhas. Victor has nothing but praise for them, nowhere was difficult enough. He was in the 
advance party, there was land mines, they were being dive bombed, they were being shot at and there 
was lots of notices the Americans had left, ‘Land Mines This Way’ , you know they were sort of roped off 
and they just took the ropes off and carried on. They just tried to avoid, the land mines. I often think it 
was amazing how he came through practically six years of that without a scratch except, I think, his 
nerves were affected. Even he; I never used to think he had any nerves but he could never sit down 
after the war, he always walked about, you could never get him to sit in a chair. I used to feel you can't 
relax if somebody's walking about. I'd say, "Victor sit down!" “No I'm alright," you know. But then he 
went for a rest to Greece and just when he had landed in Greece there was a thing called E.L.A.S. It. 
was a group that, <..pause..> they had a sort of Civil War in Greece. Now he said that was worse because 
you didn't know who was your enemy and who was your friend. You never knew when you were going 
to be getting a knife in the back or something like that. So instead of it being a rest for the troops who 
went over there, they were more or less engaged in action all the time. And then they came back and 
finally he had had two friends at school, he was at the High School, he was the Captain of the Rugby 
Club there and he'd had, <..pause..> Douglas Clark was one friend and Bill Patrick was the other. They 
were both going in for engineering too, one, Mining Engineering, and Victor was Civil Engineering and 
Bill was some other type of engineering. But Douglas Clark flew Spitfires and he was in Churchill's, 
<..pause..> Churchill went over to Africa and he was in his bodyguard, in Churchill's bodyguard, you know, 
to see that his plane wasn't shot down. And the other one, Bill Patrick, was in the Signals. Well, you 
see, you didn't know where people were and Victor was the first to go. I remember Bill and Douglas 
were furious that Victor went first because Victor's mother was a widow, he was the only one who was 
at home; these boys had mothers and fathers. I remember they came up to see me and they were so 
furious, they thought they should have been taken first. However, they didn't know where one another 
were. When Victor had been over in Africa, or Egypt, for about six months, he took sandfly fever and he 
was taken to hospital over in Crete and there was somebody in the bed next to him who was another 
part of the Division, he was in the Signals this other chap, and this man came in to visit him and it was 
Victor's chum, Bill, and they had never been more than two miles apart but they didn't know it, attached 
to the same Division. And from then onwards all through the war they were two miles apart. And we 
heard far more from Bill when he came home about Victor because he had definitely been offered 
commissions six times on the field and refused them, and finally he had to take stripes so he ended up 
as a Battery Sergeant Major. My other brother was twenty-five before he was called up because he had 
a key position, and he was twenty-five. He was six weeks and then he was recommended for a 
commission and he was never in any of the fighting except the last bit of the German, <..pause..> He was 
in Berlin at the final part of that. But he was in London, an officer in London, and out on fire duty and 
everything like that. And he was living in Florence Desmond's house, the actress, and he was in the 
back part of the house, and when he came back from fire fighting duty one night the whole of the back 
of the house had gone. So if he'd been there, <..pause..> Another time he was in Lowestoft Station and 
there they were having dive bombers coming in at the low cloud all day, you just didn't know when they 
were coming. He was in one side of the station when a bomb, <..pause..> they heard it coming down, 
everybody flattened themselves, they didn't worry what, <..pause..> their clothes got into a mess or 
anything like that, it hit the other side of the station and everybody there was killed and he was saved. 
Another time he was out in the open walking along this road when he heard a bomb, so he got into a 
ditch and it came down just opposite him and it didn't go off, so they used to say you know, "If the 
bomb’s got your name on it, you'll get it! There's no use worrying about it!" That was the attitude of men 
who faced these dangers you know and he ended up as a Lieutenant Colonel and I dare say so could 
Victor have because he was clever. When he came back he went to University on an army grant and 
took an Honours BSc in Civil Engineering and then he took his AMICE and then he went into the 
Colonial Service. Edmund of course was lent by the British Civil Service to the Foreign Office in 
Germany to try to get communications set up because of course Germany was in a terrible mess. Berlin 
and all these big places were bombed. There was the, <..pause..> dam was bombed at, <..pause..> Gibson 
won his V.C. at Moensea [Mohne] Dam and they had to get that built up before they could get any 
industry started, and he was really in charge of communications over there for six years. Probably that's 
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why <..pause..> he admires the Germans you know. He says they're a wonderful race because he saw 
them with maybe lawyers who had had good businesses and they hadn't anything left except the 
clothes they stood up in and they were always immaculate. And one lawyer he knew started building 
garages from the rubble in Munster, lock-ups, and that's what he did to start with because they weren't 
allowed to go back to their own jobs you know. And to get food they had to have a job. They had to 
have a job of some sort before they could get a pass to get food. And he said you know, despite that, 
they built up the country very quickly. I remember being over the year after the war in Berlin, and they 
were building flats for workmen by arc lamp at night and they had a heater in the middle of the building 
which was drying it off so that when they were finished in six weeks they were ready for occupation. 
And I saw through one and it had parquet flooring, double glazing; beautiful flats, really solid. I had quite 
a bit of admiration for them too. There were bad ones but, as my brother said, they were just like us the 
lot of them. They had to obey orders or you'd be shot, it was even worse in Germany, if you didn’t do 
what you were told you were shot you know or your parents were shot. 

Q. And what about your memories of the Second World War. What about rationing and the black outs? 

A. Well I remember the blackout. That was a problem because you couldn't show a chink of light. You had 
to buy that black sateen and make blackout curtains for every window. We were lucky, we had shutters 
on some windows. We were in a big flat at the end of Port Street, but the ones we didn’t have shutters 
for we had to make these blackout curtains. And first of all I remember the Clydebank bombing. The 
planes came right over Stirling and the whole of the sky in Stirling was lit up by the fires at Clydeside. 
And, of course, they came back from Clydebank and there must have been somebody had a spare 
bomb and they dropped it on Stirling. And it landed on the old football field, couldn't have landed on a 
better place because the only thing it did, <..pause..> There was one old man, his house sort of came 
down but he wasn't seriously hurt. Every window on the other side of Stirling, I mean, we were on this 
side of Port Street, the other side, right along the town, every window was broken by the force of the 
explosion. Our shutters were blown open. My mother was ill and staying with us at that time, she was at 
the back of the house, she was blown out of her bed onto the floor. And she had had some morphine 
and so she was pretty deeply asleep, so it didn’t do her as much harm, because she had a bad heart at 
that. time and it and it was sort of touch and go, but because she was under morphine it didn't affect her 
so much. And the next day in Stirling, you know, we were really lucky, we weren't like the London 
people or England, if you saw the faces of the people; everybody was ghastly white. Everybody got 
such a shock you know it was the first time we had ever really known war. And then another thing that 
happened was my brother's wife and baby and his mother-in-law and father-in-law they had gone to 
Farnborough out of Lowestoft which was stupid. Lowestoft was cleared except for key people; they went 
to Farnborough which was an Air Experimental Station and, of course, Farnborough got that it was 
worse than Lowestoft. So they asked me if I'd get them a house in or around Stirling because they 
couldn't stand it any longer. So I got them a house in Kippen, a furnished house. But they couldn't get in 
for a month, so I put them up for a month. We had quite a big flat, my mother still was in bed at this 
time, she still, <..pause..> I think she was nine months in bed and I remember the night the bells rang and 
this was supposed to be invasion. I believe there was, I believe the Germans did invade parts of the 
coast and they got so far but they didn't get very far. But anyhow, this was to be the signal, the church 
bells were all to ring when there was an invasion. So we thought they were in Stirling you know. Now 
my husband was a Warden and we all gathered into one room. It was the early hours of the morning 
and we had a bed settee in this room, we made it down and we carried my mother through there so we 
were all there and Mr. and Mrs. Saintey. And my husband went away. He was a Warden so he had to 
go out. Well there was a ring at the bell and Mr. Saintey went to the door. Here it was my husband 
between two soldiers He wasn't very tall and these soldiers were about six feet and when they came in 
to the room, mother looked up and said, "Have the Germans come already?" she thought they were 
German soldiers. My husband had forgotten his pass, but Mr. Saintey, being hospitable, says, "Would 
you like a lager boys?” You know. So these soldiers who were supposed to be guarding us, they were 
probably Home Guards, they were Home Guards, they waited and had a glass of beer before they 
finally all went out again. So all the Germans could have got passed and I used to think if we had to 
depend on the Home Guard, God help us. They were well meaning enough but they really, <..pause..> I 
don't think if we'd had an invasion they would have been a great deal of help. 

 

Q. And what about the rationing? 

A. Oh the rationing was awful. I never got anything extra. Some people seemed to get extra things under 
the counter. But what we did, we really gave most of our rations to the children you know. Well we'd 
only, when the war started, and in its initial stage we just had Marie and this was a, <..pause..> two flats 
up but I had the flat and attic and a big glass part in the roof so, <..pause..> but really to go downstairs we 
never thought it would help very much. I remember we used to go out into the hall - if the siren went 
often, though we didn't have raids - we'd go out into the hall and I was expecting Pat at the time and 
Marie must have been about maybe four and a half or four and three months. She was in a big crib and 
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we took her crib into the hall and I remember I was probably shaking, holding onto her crib and shaking 
and she said to me, "Mummy don't worry, I won't let the Germans get you.” The little soul, she must 
have realised that I was frightened, but she wasn't frightened 'cause she didn't know enough you know. 
And so that was really about all. The rationing was really severe. One egg a week per person, two 
ounces of butter per person, you never saw a banana. None of the children knew what a banana was, 
nor ice cream nor anything like that. You got eight-pence worth of meat each a week and so, of course, 
you had to use your imagination a lot. In fact, I had parties, birthday parties, and all my friends went into 
their store cupboards and brought out stocks and I made cakes with dried egg, and do you know, they 
were more successful than the cakes I used to make with the real eggs. It was amazing how you could 
manage to get a really decent spread. And I used to make a large steam pudding full of fruit and with 
thruppennies and things like that in it to take the edge off the children's appetite. But later on we had Pat 
also because the war went on for a long time, you know. And I remember our first holiday. It wasn't V.J. 
Day but we had had V.E. Day, and my mother and my husband and Pat and Marie and I went up to 
Oban and we stayed for the weekend in the Commercial Hotel and that was very nice. And then we had 
booked to go to a farm. You went through the Pass of Commelford to Loch Crinan I think it was called 
and you came to the Ardfern Crossroads and then you went out, <..pause..> You were right out practically 
on the Atlantic, this farm was, and we were opposite the second largest whirlpool in the world, 
Corrievreckan it's called. I never knew what a whirlpool looked like 'til then but it was just a seething, 
boiling mass and great big spouts going up, you know. I wouldn't have liked to have been in a boat. And 
this loch was full of fish. It was a sea loch and my husband used to go out fishing. The fish were 
practically asking to be caught. Now there was no rationing there, there never had been so we were 
having porridge with jugs of cream, bacon with two eggs, toast, loads of meat, everything you could 
possibly, <..pause..> And you know, we were all ill because our digestions had got used to this very, 
<..pause..> no fat, no cream and very little milk and all the rest of it. And, of course, we ate as if we'd 
never seen food and we all had to go slow for a few days. But eventually we were able to eat all the 
food. And of course they used to throw the milk to the calves, and you know, all the animals got pails of 
milk flung because it was too far out to collect the food. There weren't buses [that] went to Ardfern 
Crossroads. You had to get a taxi from the Crossroads, arrange to meet it, and it took you away out to 
this farm. And of course the children loved it because they fed lambs that their mothers wouldn't feed 
and they had a pony to ride on and oh, it was a wonderful holiday. We had a fortnight there. 

 

Q. So that's how you remember celebrating V. E. Day then? 

A. Well actually V.E. Day happened when we were there. And of course there were lots of hills around and 
there was great big bonfires on the top of the hills, and if you liked to tramp miles you could go to 
dances and things. What I did do. There was a Post Office, it only sold stamps and things. Nothing else. 
It was like a little house. And the postmistress, <..pause..> the girl who was on the post had various other 
jobs too and she was the daughter of the farmer so she got me to go. <..pause..> She had a bicycle and I 
got a spare bicycle and we went round and round. There was miles between each house and I don't 
know why she had a bicycle because you had to climb hills. You couldn't cycle up hills, you had to take 
the bike and she must have been really hardy because that was the summer and she did this in the 
winter too you know. But those people hadn't known anything about rationing or anything about the war 
at all unless they had somebody involved in it you know. Right dear, wait 'til I see. <..pause..> I think, 
<..pause..> I've written it down here. I had one evacuee sent to me, she was about fifteen or sixteen. She 
was a German Jewess, Hannah was her name, and I used to wonder sometimes, <..pause..> She 
seemed to get letters from all over the world, you know. Mind you, her uncle had been a doctor to 
Ribbentrop, and Ribbentrop warned him to get out. So he had got out and gone to America before the 
purge. Her father had owned a shoe factory and he had had to get out and he seemed to be in some 
other part of the world, and she had a brother somewhere else and various relatives; they all seemed to 
be in good positions. Well, Hannah went to the High School. Now, I don't think she was terribly popular 
because I think she was a German first and a Jewess second despite what had been done to her 
people. Because she used to listen to the German news in German and I'd see her looking elated and 
I'd say, "What's wrong?" It was one of our destroyers had been sunk! And I said, "Who's side are you 
on?" because when I thought what the country had done for her, you know and <..pause..> "Who's side 
are you on?" She said, "Well, of course, you're first of all a German.” I said, "Well I wouldn't think with all 
the treatment you've had meted out you should have that attitude!" However, eventually, occasionally, 
she looked after the girls for us, you know to let us out, and she had a bedroom to herself. Well one, 
<..pause..> Stirling was becoming a protected area. So enemy aliens were to be taken out of Stirling. And 
the police came one day when she was at school and they had a warrant to search her room and they 
turned everything upside down, and she was only allowed to stay for half a day after that. They stayed 
while she packed and they took her away, I don't know where, I think she was going to Glasgow but 
where to in Glasgow I don't know. I never heard anymore about her and she was with me for about a 
year. I was upset too because I'd got fond of her in a way but I would have been fonder of her if she 
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hadn't had this sort of attitude towards the German victories, you know. But I was quite fond of her and I 
was really, upset. I remember saying to, it was a senior police officer, the other two stayed with her 
while she packed, and I said to him, "This is very upsetting. How did you come to know that Hannah, 
you know, should be put out of Stirling?" And he said, "Well unfortunately she talked a lot at school and 
some of the girls' fathers were in the police force and she was not very,” <..pause..> What was the word? 
He meant you know she had been really foolhardy. She had said things that she shouldn't have said 
and they knew that she was getting letters from all over the place and I think the Post Office had let 
them know too and this is why.  So whether she was a spy or what, she would be about sixteen, and 
advanced for sixteen 'cause Jewish girls usually are pretty advanced. They sort of grow up quicker I 
think. I like the Jews, I've met a lot of Jews. I know one particular Jewish family I’m very fond of but, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. But you don't know what happened to her? 

A. I never heard, the police wouldn't tell me. It was kept an absolute secret. I wasn’t allowed to know and I 
said to this man, "I think that's hardly fair because I’ve Iooked after Hannah for a year and I have got 
attached to her." and I said. "I would like to know what's going to happen to her.” And he said, "Well, 
she'll be alright but she'll not have the freedom she's had up 'til now." So whether she was interned, I 
imagine she would be interned but I never heard anything. I said to her before she went away, "Hannah, 
write and let me know how you get on." But whether she wasn't allowed to write, I never heard another 
word about her. But she had relatives all over, her uncle was a Cancer Specialist and the Ribbentrop's 
must have had somebody with cancer because that was how he got out of the country. She had all 
these people, her father got a lot of money out of the country so she'd all these people she could go to 
later on. So I dare say she probably went to America or something you know. But it was quite a strange 
experience. Now, let's see. That's that. 

 

Q. So can you tell me about the dances you had when you were young? 

A. Yes, yes. The dances I think were nicer than they are now and an awful lot of them you had to have an 
invitation to. But the dances were more complicated: the tango, the rumba, the Charleston, the 
quickstep, the slow waltz and the foxtrot. And I remember, I haven't got a lot of confidence now, but I 
must have had a lot of confidence when I was young because I used to do demonstration tangos with a 
partner at quite a few of the dances, you know. We sort of became known at being good at the tango 
and it was very complicated, the tango. All these dances had a lot of steps in them, far more, <..pause..> 
nowadays you know, at dances, as long as you can shake yourself about a bit nowadays that seems to 
be all you've got to be good at, and all the rhythm. But I think dancing was better in these days, there 
was more to it. And of course you always had eightsome reels as well as all the dances. 

 

Q. Traditional Scottish dances? 

A. Yes, yes. I used to be in the country dancing at the school. We went to Falkirk. There was a Festival 
there and the High School nearly always won the Festival country dancing. I knew all the Scottish 
country dances. But always at a dance, it didn't matter what kind of dance it was you had an eightsome 
reel and they were hectic. Because you know they didn't quite stick to the traditional eightsome reel. 
You were liable to be swung off your feet and flung around and so on. (laughing) But it was certainly 
exhilarating! When I look back to these days and to the days when I never had a minute to breathe, and 
then think of myself now, I just can't believe it! I get so frustrated because I'm not able to do much. I can 
do things sitting but as soon as I stand my back is dreadful, my legs give way and, <..pause..> I can only 
walk a quarter of the way down ****** Avenue and then my legs collapse, my back is killing and I've got 
to sit on the wall and come back again. That's all I can do and I'm getting worse. I seem to be losing my 
balance now and my legs seem to be giving way at the knees you know. Evidently, the peripheral nerve 
has been destroyed by this stuff, this insulin. Now, let's see. 

 

Q. More about your dancing is there? 

A. Yes. Wait 'til I see. Well we used to always have to have partners at dances. You could never go to a 
dance without a partner, it just wasn't done in these days. I mean nobody would have danced with you if 
without a partner. Now I suppose you can go to, <..pause..> what do you call these things they go to? 

 

Q. Discos. 

A. Discos. I went to one dinner and the cashier and I weren't staying to the disco after, but the girls 
persuaded us to stay for a little while. Well how on earth. <..pause..> We couldn’t hear ourselves 
speaking, there was pink elephants running around the ceiling and I don't know how on earth people are 
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not deaf and blind with all these lights you know. There was nothing like that, of course. My husband 
didn't Iike dancing and he went to please me to start with. I used to have my friend through from 
Edinburgh and get partners for them and we'd go to the Golden Lion dances by invitation at the 
weekend but it was purgatory to him and he was a hopeless dancer. I used to try to lose him and see 
perhaps a friend who was a good dancer, you know. So eventually I felt it wasn't fair. Once Marie was 
born we didn't dance much after that except at weddings and things like that, you know, and I was sorry 
because I was very keen on dancing, went to a lot of dances and a lot of theatre and, you know, 
Edinburgh was a great place to grow up in because you had everything. You had the Art Galleries and 
Museum, and you had the hills, and you had the sea and you had the lovely shops and you had Princes 
Street Gardens. There was so much there. You had the theatres. I mean there a was three theatres in 
Edinburgh at that time. The Lyceum, The Kings and The Usher Hall, that was more high class concerts 
that they held there. Very well known people in the music world, you know and so we always went 
regularly to the theatre. And of course cinemas all over the place. Whereas now, there's hardly any 
cinemas, the television of course put paid to that. We only had wireless and even wireless to start with 
you could hardly hear it. Now let's see. That's about all about dancing. Oh, and you dressed for 
dancing. You didn't go to dances without an evening frock you wore a long frock. And there wasn't 
dances that you could go to in short frocks or anything like that, no casual wear. At most of the dances, 
the men wore evening dress which was very nice they looked, always looked so nice. Even an ugly 
looking man looked nice in evening dress you know. (laughs) It brought out the best in them. 
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1912 Shop Assistant; Mill Worker; Domestic Service 

 
Interviewee Code L2 
Interview Conducted 23rd July 1987 
Interviewer Karen Connal 
Transcribed by Wendy Barr 
 

Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1912. 

 

Q. Where was that? 

A. Wellgreen in Stirling. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. Oh, just about two years. 

 

Q. Where did you go from there? 

A. Cambusbarron. 

 

Q. Did you have any brothers and sisters? 

A. They're all abroad. <..pause..> I wasnae brought up with them. 

 

Q. So you were brought up as an only child? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you know how old your parents were when you were born? 

A. I have no idea. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. He was a miner at that time. 

 

Q. Was that in Stirling? 

A. Plean, I think. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs, before or after that? 

A. After that, gardener. 

 

Q. What about your mother did she work before she got married? 

A. I really couldnae tell you, don't know. 

 

Q. What about after she got married, did she have any jobs then? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you parents attend Church or not? 

A. Not very much. 

 

Q. What denomination were they? Do you know what church it was? 

A. The Church of Scotland. 

 

Q. Did they take an interest in politics? 
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A. Not really, no. 

 

Q. You don't know what party they might have voted for? 

A. Labour, I think. 

 

Q. Have you any idea what your parents would have done in their spare time, if they had any? 

A. Well I don't think they had much spare time at all. 

 

Q. Any hobbies? Was your mum in the Women's Guild? 

A. No, nothing like that. 

 

Q. Do you know if your father was in a Trade Union or anything like that? 

A. Not at that time, I don't think, no. 

 

Q. Now you were two years in the house at Wellgreen, have you any memories of it at all? 

A. No. 

 

Q. The first house that you have memories of, can you describe it? 

A. Well it was just an upstairs room and kitchen, at that time, <..pause..> 

 

Q. One room and kitchen? 

A. Yes. In Birkhill Road. 

 

Q. What about furniture and things like that? Can you remember? 

A. No, not really. 

 

Q. How long were you at that house in Birkhill Road? 

A. Well, I really don't remember how many years we were there. 

 

Q. Have you no more memories of it you can tell me? 

A. Not really from there, not in that house. 

 

Q. Did anybody besides your parents and yourself live in the house? Did your mother take lodgers in, or 
anything like that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework herself? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What was it like, the washing facilities, how did they manage then? 

A. Oh we'd a wash-house outside. 

 

Q. Can you describe that? Was it a boiler? 

A. A big boiler which we had to light in the morning, you know. Fill up and then light it in the morning, and 
then two big tubs at the window. That was really all. 

 

Q. Was there a set day each week that each person had to do their washing? 

A. Yes, each person had their own day. 

 

Q. Did she ever send washing out to be done, or take anybody's washing in? 
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A. No. 

 

Q. How was your father about the house? Was he good at helping your mum? 

A. Not really, no, he didnae do much. 

 

Q. What about looking after you? Would he do that to let your mother out? 

A. Oh, he would do that. 

 

Q. Did he do decorating, and things like that? 

A. I think now and again he did it, you know, when it was needed. 

 

Q. Did you have any jobs to do around the house? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Nothing at all? 

A. No. (laughs) 

 

Q. Can you remember what kind of meals you had, as a child? 

A. Not really, just everyday meals that we still have. No, not really. 

 

Q. What did you have for breakfast? 

A. It would be porridge. 

 

Q. Did you have any favourite meals at that time? Anything that you can remember that was special? 

A. No. You had to take what was there. 

 

Q. Where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. In the village. 

 

Q. Was there a Co-Op in the village? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What about vans, did vans come round? 

A. Well there werenae many at that time came round. 

 

Q. Could you get most things in the village? 

A. At that time yes. 

 

Q. What about clothes? 

A. Oh well, we'd have to go to the town for that, <..pause..> you know. 

 

Q. Did your mother make any of your clothes, or knit, or things like that? 

A. She knitted, knitted jumpers etc. 

 

A. Did your father ever go shopping with your mother, or was that left to her? 

A. No. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you go? 

A. Not that I remember. 

 



 972 

Q. Now - special occasions, did you celebrate birthdays and Christmas, and Hogmanay, and Hallowe'en? 

A. Just Christmas, really. 

 

Q. Was that quite a big occasion? 

A. No. Just a small occasion, <..pause..> just ourselves really. 

 

Q. Was New Year not really noted then? 

A. Well I don't remember much of the New Year because I'd be in bed, at that time. 

 

Q. You weren't allowed to stay up? 

A. Oh no. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play games with you? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Read books to you? Things like that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you have a lot of books in the house? 

A. A few, but not very many. 

 

Q. Could you join the library, was there a library at all? 

A. Not at that time. 

 

Q. Did you go visiting, neighbours, friends, relations, was that an outing as such? 

A. Periodically, yes we used to go. 

 

Q. Did you have any day trips anywhere? 

A. Just our Sunday School trip, that was all really. 

 

Q. Tell me about one of them? 

A. That was where, it belonged to Henry Drummond, it's a big private home now, up by the Infirmary, we 
used to have what we called ‘The Berry Trip’. We used to go on a float, your mug round your neck, you 
know. And then when you got there, you got a great big bag of berries, a bag with cookies or something 
in it, and then games. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was that in a horse and cart, which took you all up? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What about holidays, did you ever have any holidays away? 

A. No, no holidays. 

 

Q. Could your father get holidays? 

A. Oh I suppose they would. 

 

Q. Would he get paid for them? 

A. No, not at that time. 

 

Q. What about Sundays, what was a typical Sunday like then? You went to Sunday School? <..pause..> 

A. I'd go to the Sunday School, but you never were allowed out. 
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Q. You weren't allowed out? 

A. No, not on a Sunday. 

 

Q. To play? <..pause..>  

A. No, no. 

 

Q. So when was the Sunday School, was it in the morning? 

A. Yes, eleven o'clock in the morning. 

 

Q. Did you have to go to church as well? Or Bible Class? 

A. We went to Bible Class when we were older. 

 

Q. Was that in the evening? 

A. <..pause..> I cannae remember. No I think the Bible Class was after church. 

 

Q. Were you in any other clubs, like the Band of Hope? 

A. We used to go to the Band of Hope once a week. 

 

Q. Where was that held? 

A. Just down the road there, it was a small hall. But it's demolished now. 

 

Q. What went on there? 

A. Oh we'd just sing songs and, <..pause..> a sermon you know. 

 

Q. So as a child, who did you play with, was it just the kids round about? 

A. Just the ones round the doors, that's all. 

 

Q. Where did you play, would it be just out in the street? 

A. Just outside. 

 

Q. What sort of games did you play? 

A. Oh Rounders and Peever, Skipping Ropes. That was all. 

 

Q. Indoors, was it card games more or less, in the house? 

A. No, we never had anything like that in the house. 

 

Q. You were saying on a Sunday, you weren't allowed out to play; what would you do all day in the house? 

A. Oh I don't know what we did, I don't remember doing very much on a Sunday. 

 

Q. Would you not see any kids out on the street then, on a Sunday? 

A. Very few, at that time. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls just play together? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Were you free to play with anybody you pleased? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. So how did you spend your free time after school, when you came home, what was the routine? 
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A. Well we had our meal at just about five o'clock, and you were out for just so long, and then were 
brought in again. 

 

Q. Did you have homework to do? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And what was the regular bedtime? 

A. Oh, about eight o'clock, maybe earlier. 

 

Q. Did you take an interest in any sports? Or were you in any youth organizations, were there Guides or 
Brownies around then? 

A. No. Nothing like that at all. 

 

Q. Did you go to the pictures? 

A. I don't remember going to the pictures, only once I think, it was down The Kinema, down the Craigs. 
That was the only time. 

 

Q. Did you go yourself, or with your mother? 

A. No, they were with me. 

 

Q. Did you get any pocket money? 

A. No, not in those days. 

 

Q. Before you started school, were you given any lessons by your parents, did they teach you how to write 
your name or anything like that? 

A. No it was all done at school. 

 

Q. What age did you start school? 

A. Five. 

 

Q. What school was that? 

A. Cambusbarron. 

 

Q. Was that just a Primary School? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What did you think of school? 

A. Well I liked the school all right. 

 

Q. The teachers, what were they like? Were they quite strict? 

A. Yes, some of them were pretty strict. 

 

Q. Can you remember any of them? 

A. Oh I remember their names now, you know, but, <..pause..> they were old at that time, they werenae so 
very old, but we thought that. (laughs) 

 

Q. Who was the headmaster then? 

A. Mr. Grierson. 

 

Q. So if any of the kids did anything wrong, what was their punishment? 

A. Oh, you got the belt. 
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Q. Was that the same for a boy as it would be for a girl? 

A. Just the same. 

 

Q. Can you remember any subjects that you would get? 

A. Oh, Arithmetic and Reading, we got Drawing, just the usual school subjects we got. 

 

Q. Did you get Cookery? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was that quite a big thing? 

A. Well, we enjoyed the Cookery. 

 

Q. Would that be one lesson a week, maybe, can you remember? 

A. Yes, just one day in the week. 

 

Q. Was there a uniform? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So how long were you at that school? What age were you when you left? 

A. Fourteen. 

 

Q. So that took you right on? 

A. Right through the school, yes. 

 

Q. Would you have stayed longer, if you'd had the chance? 

A. If I'd got the chance, but I didnae get that chance. 

 

Q. What was the next move from that school? 

A. To Stirling High. 

 

Q. Did you have to sit the Bursary to go there? 

A. Eh, we got what they called the Control Examination at that time. 

 

Q. Did you sit that? 

A. Yes. But it made no difference, didnae get to the High School! (laughs) 

 

Q. So you left at fourteen. Did you have any part-time jobs while you were at school? 

A. Oh no. 

 

Q. What happened when you left then, did you go straight into work? 

A. I worked in my father's shop for a wee while. 

 

Q. Your father had a shop? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Where was that? 

A. Up in Bow Street in Stirling. He had one in the village as well. 

 

Q. Was that a grocery shop? 
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A. No, the Boot Repair shop and he sold new ones as well, new shoes and boots. 

 

Q. Was that full-time you worked, in there? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember what your wages were? 

A. I don't think I got any wages, (laughs) no wages at all! 

 

Q. What sort of hours did you do? 

A. Oh, just the usual, I think it was eight o'clock we started, and then we finished at five. 

 

Q. Monday to Friday? 

A. Saturday. 

 

Q. Full day Saturday? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So you only got the Sunday off. How long did you work there? 

A. Oh, I worked there for, what, about three years. And then he sold off, you see. 

 

Q. He sold off? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What about the other shop, did he still have that? 

A. He sold them both off. 

 

Q. And what did you do then? 

A. That's when I went down the Mill. 

 

Q. How did you get that job, can you remember? 

A. Oh well, the man who, the gentleman who owned the Mill was our customer, got all his shoes done, and 
bought his shoes there, so that's how I got in. 

 

Q. I see. Was that Hayford's Mill? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Who was the man who owned the Mill then, was it Mr. Hayford? 

A. No, Mr. Archibald, <..pause..> Arbuckle. 

 

Q. So, what was your job at the Mill? 

A. Well I was in the Print Shop to start with, where we printed the cotton, and then after that I was up in the 
Dispatch Office, and then just shortly after that the Mill closed. 

 

Q. Can you describe what you did in the Print Shop? 

A. <..pause..> Oh it was big bales of cream cotton or white cotton on long tables, and then there were, 
<..pause..> what would you call it, <..pause..> designs on blocks and you had to put them on the cloth and 
fill in the patterns through the blocks, and then they went through our process; and then they were put 
up the stairs to be done up and dried off, and polished off after that. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So were there men that worked in the Mill then as well? 

A. Aye, there were quite a few men in the Mill. 
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Q. What sort of jobs did the men have? Would they work in the Print Shop? 

A. No, it was all the women that were in the Print Shop, it would be boiler work and maintenance, I 
presume. 

 

Q. Were there more women than men? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember your hours? 

A. Eight o'clock ‘til five, an hour for your lunch. 

 

Q. Monday to Friday? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you get the full week-end off then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What about wages, can you remember? <..pause..> 

A. Twelve shillings a week. 

 

Q. Was that a set wage, or was it piece-work or anything? 

A. No, nothing like that, you just got your twelve shillings a week. 

 

Q. How long were you in the Print Shop? 

A. Oh! I'd be about two years in the Print Shop. 

 

Q. Did you quite enjoy that? 

A. Aye, it was nice working with the other girls, you know. 

 

Q. How did the employers treat the staff at that time? 

A. Well, they were very good to all of us. 

 

Q. They were quite fair then? 

A. Yes. Oh yes. 

 

Q. So what made you go to the Dispatch Office? 

A. Well, there was an opening came up and I got the offer of it, so I took it. 

 

Q. Was that more wages? 

A. Just such about the same at that time. 

 

Q. Do you remember what age you would be when you went to the Dispatch Office? 

A. I'd be about sixteen and a half, I presume, or seventeen. 

 

Q. What did you do there? 

A. It was just packing all the stuff that would have been made downstairs. And, <..pause..> most of it was 
sent abroad. 

 

Q. Were your hours just the same? 

A. Yes. Just the same. 
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Q. When did you leave the Mill, when it shut down? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember what year that was? 

A. No, I just can't remember that. It closed down anyway, at that time. 

 

Q. And what did you do from then on? 

A. I'd to look for a job, <..pause..> and that's when I went into Service. 

 

Q. Did you register with the Servants Agency? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did they find you a job? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Whereabouts was that? 

A. Well, the first one I had was a lady took in boarders in Park Terrace, and I was there for about four 
years and then I got a job in Auchterarder. 

 

Q. So, this lady in Park Terrace, how many lodgers would she take in? Was it quite a big establishment? 

A. Not really, but they were all business people that was in it, <..pause..> resident. <..pause..> 

 

Q. What was your job? General maid? 

A. Yes, anything that was to be done, I had to do it. 

 

Q. Were there other domestic servants? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Just yourself? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Could you describe a typical working day? What time did you have to get up? 

A. Five o'clock in the morning, and get the rooms all done for them, and then help with the cooking. 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Was there a cook? 

A. <..pause..> Yes, the lady who owned it did the cooking. 

 

Q. She did the cooking? 

A. Yes. And then we just squared up in the afternoon again, and I could manage to slip home at about 
eight o'clock at night for about an hour or so, and that was it. 

 

Q. Was that Monday to Friday? Saturday? 

A. Saturday and Sunday, half-day Sunday. 

 

Q. And that was all you got? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What were your wages then? 

A. Seven and six a week? 
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Q. So it was a drop from the mill wasn't it? 

A. (laughs) Seven and six a week. Of course you were supposed to be getting your food there, you were 
getting fed and kept there. 

 

Q. Could you have lived in if you wanted to? 

A. I did live-in. 

 

Q. So then you went from there up to Auchterarder? 

A. Up to Auchterarder. 

 

Q. Now did you get that job, was that through the Servants Agency? 

A. Just the same way, yes. 

 

Q. Why did you leave the other job, was it better prospects at Auchterarder? 

A. Well, the lady was retiring you see, she gave up her boarding house. 

 

Q. And what were you at Auchterarder? General maid? 

A. Just what was necessary to be done there. It was a good job. 

 

Q. Was that at a house with a family? 

A. No, just a couple in it, an elderly couple. 

 

Q. Were you the only domestic servant there as well? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was your work there much the same? 

A. Just the same, just housework. 

 

Q. And you lived in there, I presume? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. What were your quarters like? 

A. Oh I'd a lovely bedroom and a small sitting-room. 

 

Q. You had two rooms? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. What were your wages there? 

A. Three pound a month. 

 

Q. Gone up quite a bit then. (laughs) 

A. (laughs) 

 

Q. Now long were you there? 

A. Oh I was there for about four years until I got married. 

 

Q. Did you meet your husband at Auchterarder? 

A. No. He was a local boy. 
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Q. What age would you be when you left there? 

A. Twenty-three. 

 

Q. What did you do at night, when you were a domestic servant? What was your entertainment, or didn't 
you go out? 

A. Oh I used to go out at night. The previous maid, she got married and she stayed up the road from 
where I was working, so I used to go to her house at night. 

 

Q. Did you go to dances or concerts, or the pictures? 

A. Oh no. 

 

Q. Nothing like that? Did you come home on your half-day off? 

A. On a Sunday. I had to go back at night. 

 

Q. So you were twenty-three when you got married. How long had you known your husband? 

A. About six years before that. (laughs) 

 

Q. And he was from Cambusbarron? 

A. Well, away up the country, North Third. 

 

Q. Now did you meet him? 

A. At a dance. 

 

Q. Was that a dance in the village? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So did you get engaged? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Now long were you engaged for? 

A. I was engaged about three years. 

 

Q. You couldn't have seen him an awful lot when you were in Auchterarder, really, could you? 

A. Oh he could come up at midweek sometimes, and at the weekend. If he came up at the weekend, I 
didn't come down to the village. 

 

Q. Did your employers not mind what you did in your time off? 

A. No. 

 

Q. If you went out at night, did they have a set time that you were to be back? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Where did you get married? 

A. In the Manse at the Glebe, Glebe Avenue, the Manse there. 

 

Q. And what year was that? You were twenty-three? <..pause..> 

A. Thirty-six. 

 

Q. Nineteen thirty-six. Where did you live after you got married? 

A. In Dollar. 
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Q. Why was that? 

A. My husband was a gardener, <..pause..> so we stayed there. 

 

Q. And was that a Council house? 

A. No, no, it was attached to the job. 

 

Q. Tied? <..pause..> 

A. A tied house, yes. 

 

Q. Can you describe that? What was it like? 

A. Oh it was just a whitewashed cottage. But it was a nice house. Only, <..pause..> it was paraffin for lights 
at that time, coal fire, right enough. 

 

Q. So your wedding day itself, was it quite a big do? 

A. No, just a small. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you have a reception? 

A. Yes, but it was in my husband's parent's home. 

 

Q. Did you manage to have a honeymoon? 

A. No, right to his work! (laughs) The next day. (laughs) 

 

Q. So you only got the one day off? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So you stopped work when you got married? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. And did you not work again after your marriage? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you have any children? 

A. Two sons. 

 

Q. Could you give me their names and years of birth? 

A. Eh, you've got Harry's. Ian is my other son, seventh of November, 'fifty-two is it? 'Fifty-three? <..pause..> 
Forty-three. 

 

Q. So was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you not want any more? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you know anything about birth control then? 

A. Nothing at all, no. 

 

Q. Did you know anywhere where you could get advice on it, was the doctor helpful, or the district nurse? 

A. Not really, you just made your appointment and that was it finished, you know. 
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Q. Now, childbirth itself. Did you have your children at home? 

A. The eldest one was born here in Cambusbarron and the other son was born in the hospital in Stirling. 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. No, not a thing. 

 

Q. Did your mother never talk to you? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Could you have read any books on it? 

A. I never seen any books really, at that time. 

 

Q. What happened after your first child was born, were you in bed afterwards for so many days or 
something like that? 

A. That time for the eldest, it was just ten days in your bed, and then I went away back home to Dollar. 

 

Q. So your mother looked after, or helped to look after the baby while you stayed in bed for the ten days? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And you went into hospital for the second one? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Were there problems, or at that time was that just the done thing? 

A. No problems. It was just the done thing, and I stayed in Dollar at that time, so I just went to Stirling to 
have him. 

 

Q. So, Stirling Royal Infirmary, was that the nearest hospital when you were in Dollar? 

A. Yes, at that time. 

 

Q. What medical help did you have at the birth of your first son? 

A. <..pause..> Just, <..pause..> my midwife, she was a Registered Nurse. 

 

Q. And was that all you had? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. How did you feed your baby? Was it breast feeding? 

A. No, bottle feeding. 

 

Q. So, if you needed advice on anything to do with your babies or children, who did you ask then? Would it 
be your mother maybe? 

A. I really didn't have any problem with my son when he was born, or after. 

 

Q. Did your mother just sort of help you and tell you what to do, and things like that? 

A. Well she maybe, <..pause..> not really, no. 

 

Q. What about your husband, was he a good help with them as babies? 

A. Oh yes. A good helper. He was a good all-round man. 

 

Q. (laughs) Would he feed them or change their nappies? 

A. No bother to do that at all. 
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Q. And housekeeping, who managed the housekeeping when you got married? Was that left up to you? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Did he just give you all his wages? 

A. Yes, he did. 

 

Q. Do you remember what his wages were then? 

A. £2 2s a week. 

 

Q. The decision on what was to be bought, was that entirely left up to you? 

A. No, both of us decided. 

 

Q. Did you give him pocket money back, or if he needed money, did he just ask you? 

A. He just got it back. 

 

Q. Was your husband ever ill or out of work, that you can remember struggling? 

A. Oh he's been ill. He was ill twice, rheumatic fever before we were married, and then not for years was 
he ill after that. 

 

Q. Would he get any sick pay, if he was off work? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So how did you manage? 

A. Well I think we were quite lucky in that respect, we got our wages most of the time he was off. 

 

Q. How long did you live in Dollar? When did you move back here, can you remember? 

A.  <..pause..> 

 

Q. Were the children grown up then? 

A. <..pause..> Yes he was twelve year old, Harry, when I came back here. 

 

Q. And what made you move back here? 

A. Well his father died and his mother was alone. He'd a farm up at North Third and we went back up there 
because of her. 

 

Q. Did you get a Council house in Cambusbarron then? 

A. No, <..pause..> when the mother died, of course it had to be sold off, and then I got a house, a basement 
flat, in Melville Terrace with the Archley family, and they moved to Kippen, and got a flat made for me in 
Kippen, so I went there. 

 

Q. So you were in Kippen as well? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. How long were you there? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> it'd be sixteen, maybe more, years, <..pause..> twenty years I was in Kippen. 

 

Q. Did they buy you that place? 

A. No, <..pause..>  they converted above the garage into a flat for us, and then my mother had to come to 
stay with me, and I had her for so long, and then she died. And I got her house, this is it. 

 

Q. This is your mother's house then? 
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A. Yes, and my husband was due for retiring at that time, so he was guaranteed a house, you see, on 
retiral. 

 

Q. So, when you were bringing up the kids, what sort of medical care was available then, if they were sick, 
or something like that? 

A. Oh, just the local doctor. 

 

Q. Did you have to pay, if you called the doctor? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Can you remember when you were a child, would you pay for the doctor to be called out, then? 

A. Yes, you did. 

 

Q. Was it always a sort of last resort? Would a lot of home cures be tried out before a doctor would be 
called? 

A. No, I wouldn't say so, no. A doctor used to come out whenever he was called for. 

 

Q. Right, we'll finish up with the Second World War. Do you have any particular memories of the Second 
World War? Where would you be then, nineteen thirty-nine to nineteen forty-five? 

A. I was in Dollar at that time. 

 

Q. How did life change for you, or did it not really affect you much? 

A. It didn't affect us at all, the War. 

 

Q. What about rationing? 

A. Well, one of our bosses was a butcher and the other was a grocer. (laughs) 

 

Q. (laughs) Well that was quite handy. <..pause..> 

A. And by that time, my husband was manager of the nursery you see, in Dollar. So that's answered that 
question. 

 

Q. Were there any evacuees in Dollar? 

A. Oh yes, there were quite a lot there, I had two wee girls for a while. 

 

Q. Where were they from? 

A. Edinburgh. 

 

Q. How long did you have them for? 

A. Oh I had them for about nine months, but they didnae like where we stayed, we were away up in the 
hills at that time, so I think it was too much, the quietness, was too much for them. 

 

Q. Did they get quite homesick? 

A. Now and again they did, but their mother used to come through and see them, and then they wanted to 
go home, so she took them away one of the times she came. 

 

Q. What about soldiers, do you have any memories of them? 

A. No. I don't recall anything like that at all. 

 

Q. Thank you. 
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1912 Worked in Dry Cleaners; Manageress in Dry Cleaners; Book-keeper in 
Feeding Centre during Second World War 

 
Interviewee Code O3 
Interview Conducted 16th March 1988 
Interview Sharon Little 
Transcribed by Eilean Burgess 
 

Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1912. 

 

Q. And whereabouts were you born? 

A. In Stirling. 

 

Q. So you've lived in Stirling basically all your life? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. I had three brothers and two sisters. 

 

Q. And who was the eldest? 

A. A sister. 

 

Q. Do you know how old your parents were, when you were born? 

A. I never gave it any thought? (laughs) I would imagine mother would be forty. I was the youngest. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. He was a stonemason. 

 

Q. And did he always work as a stonemason? 

A. Yes. He did work with the Stirling Council before he died, as a paver you know, laying pavements. His 
last job was down in Drip Road, you know where Duncan's Lemonade Works are, the houses opposite 
that. 

 

Q. What job did your mother do before she was married? 

A. My grandfather was a miller in Menstrie, and I would presume that mother worked with him in the mill. 

 

Q. Did she ever work after she was married? 

A. Well when I was nine months old, she went to the Baptist Church, and they were needing a caretaker, 
and she thought that she would like to do that work. So that's what she did, she went there, and we had 
a house underneath the church. I was there until I married, when I was twenty five. 

 

Q. And who looked after you and your brothers and sisters when she was working? 

A. Oh, it didn't interfere, didn't interfere with that. 

 

Q. So what did it involve, doing this job? 

A. Cleaning the church. And you know, when they were having Socials, she made the tea and that sort of 
thing. 

 

Q. Do you know how much wages she got for this? 

A. No. I couldn't tell you. (laughs) 
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Q. And were your parents regular church-goers then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What denomination? 

A. Baptist. They were Church of Scotland, but when mother went to, you know, went to the job, we went to 
the Baptist Church then. 

 

Q. Did they take any interest in politics? 

A. Well, a little, enough to know what was going on but they weren't fanatics. (laughter) 

 

Q. Do you know what parties they voted for? 

A. Father was Liberal and mother was Conservative. 

 

Q. Do you know what your parents did in their spare time, if they had any? 

A. Oh my father was a great follower of 'King’s Park' football team! (laughs) I know that. And mother liked 
to go out a bus run or have a walk round King’s Park or something like that. 

 

Q. Did your mother ever go along to the Women's Guild, or? <..pause..> 

A. She was involved in all that. 

 

Q. Was your father in any Trade Union? 

A. No. 

 

Q. You were saying your father liked football, did he ever actually take part? 

A. Yes, I think when he had been younger. 

 

Q. What about your mother? 

A. She wasn't sporty. No. 

 

Q. So what memories do you have of your mum and dad's house in Stirling? 

A. Of the house? Oh happy. 

 

Q. Now many rooms did it have? 

A. Two, three, four, five rooms and a kitchen. 

 

Q. Did you share a bedroom with your sisters? 

A. Sisters uh-huhm. 

 

Q. What were the washing arrangements? 

A. Oh? (laughter) We had a wash-house down at the bottom of the garden. And the boiler had to be put on 
at six o'clock in the morning. (laughter) We hadn't a mangle, but the Church Officer, the caretaker of the 
North Parish Church next door had. So one of my sisters and I, I was always taken over for company 
and we went over there and did the mangling and that saved the ironing. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all. of the housework? 

A. Yes, until latterly, she got help. We all had our jobs to do. Friday night was cutlery night, cleaning the 
range, black-leading and doing the steels. She liked brass candlesticks and brass ornaments, and that 
had all to be done on a Friday night. That was our routine. 

 

Q. Did you have any particular jobs to do? 
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A. Oh, I had to take my turn at a little bit of everything. (laughs) I was maybe the youngest, but I had to do 
my share. I loved washing floors! I did! I would do that. <..pause..> You remember that the Co-Operative 
was at the building opposite the Post Office in Murray Place, Barnton Street, well the bakers was at the 
corner of Barnton Street and Friar Street, and on a Saturday I was expected to go along and collect 
eight 'half loaves' we called them then, you know the plain loaves. Well there was six of us, six of a 
family and dad and mum and we always had visitors, so we needed eight half loaves over the weekend. 
And I just hated going for them. "I'll wash,” <..pause..> I can hear myself say, "I'll wash this and I'll wash 
that." "You'll do that after you come back, you are going for the bread." (laughter) 

 

Q. Can you remember your father ever helping you out round the house? 

A. Not a great deal. 

 

Q. Was he good at looking after you? 

A. Oh yes, he was good at looking after the family. 

 

Q. If your mother was out? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Did he ever read to you or tell you stories? 

A. Oh aye we got our stories. 

 

Q. Did he ever take you out without your mother? 

A. Not that I can remember. Maybe, but I can't remember. 

 

Q. You were saying about the housework and things, did you still do that after you left school? You all did 
your jobs? 

A. Oh yes, oh aye. 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have as a child? 

A. I think they were good meals. I don't think I had, <..pause..> I suppose I had my likes and dislikes. But I 
can't remember. I know we usually had a steak pie on a Sunday or a roast. I can remember that. I loved 
baked rice pudding, and I still do! (laughter) 

 

Q. What was your favourite thing? Rice pudding? 

A. Rice pudding, uh-huh. 

 

Q. What about at other times of the year like Christmas, what sort of meals would you have at Christmas? 

A. Oh I suppose it would be steak pie and roast again, there wasn't so much of the chicken and turkey on 
the go at that time. 

 

Q. What about birthdays? 

A. Always had a dumpling. (laughter) That was the highlight. 

 

Q. Where did your parents do the shopping? 

A. Well at that time, the like of Cooper’s the grocer was just across the road, and Miller the baker was 
across the road, and the Co-Operative wasn't far away, that we did the shopping just very locally. I 
could get, <..pause..> I always remember mother giving me sixpence on a Monday morning to go over to 
Cooper’s and to get enough vegetables to make the broth for the family. Sixpence. (laughter) 

 

Q. So you did a lot of messages then for your mother, a lot of shopping? 

A. Quite a bit. 

 

Q. Where did they buy things like furniture and clothes? 
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A. Oh I had nothing to do with that! (laughter) I think there was McCulloch and Young’s, and there was 
Jenkins in King Street, and there was the Co-Operative. So I think the choice was, <..pause..> you know 
which ever had what you wanted, that is where you went. 

 

Q. Have you any birthday memories, of when you were young? You got your dumpling. 

A. No. Not specially. 

 

Q. What about Christmas? 

A. Oh Christmas yes. We had a nice time at Christmas. We used to go out, get the Post Gig out to an aunt 
who was like a grandmother to us, who was one of mother's sisters. She wasn't married and she had a 
house, her cottage at Menstrie. Again we got our steak pie, out of Brodie’s the bakers, and took it out to 
Menstrie. We would perhaps get the tram, the horse tram to Causewayhead and walk from 
Causewayhead to Menstrie, and we would get the Post Gig home at night. 

 

Q. Did you hang your stocking up? 

A. Oh Yes. Pillowslip, pillowslip, stocking wasn't big enough! (laughs) 

 

Q. What sort of presents did you get? 

A. Oh the usual, doll's pram, and dolls, and china, and tea sets and fur, it was quite fashionable to get a fur 
necklace and a muff. And I remember I had a nice white one, just all toys, you know. 

 

Q. Did you do anything for Hogmanay? 

A. Well I didn't until I was older. I was always away to bed, it wasn't until I was older that the Church Group 
went out first footing. 

 

Q. Did you go out guising at Halloween? 

A. No! (laughter) I was never brave enough to do that! The shops, <..pause..> being more shops, it was very 
quiet at night when they were closed, and I was never brave enough to go out guising. 

 

Q. Do you remember playing any games with your mum and dad? 

A. No. My brothers. I used to play football with them, but not dad and mum. 

 

Q. Did you have books to read at home? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember which ones? 

A. Just annuals, you know, I can't remember any special one. 

 

Q. Did you get newspapers? 

A. Oh yes, the newspapers. 

 

Q. Which ones? 

A. I can't remember that. 

 

Q. The Sunday Post? 

A. Possibly. 

 

Q. What about magazines? 

A. I do know that mother got ‘The Sunday Companion’, and ‘Horner's Stories’. 

 

Q. Horror Stories? 
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A. Horner. Horner. Horner's Stories, because on a Sunday afternoon, after Sunday School, and we'd had 
our dinner, I went along to friend's in Viewfield Street and took the magazines along to them, and they 
gave me back The Christian Herald. 

 

Q. Did you belong to the library? 

A. No. I didn't anyway. I can't remember whether the boys did or not. My sisters, they were always too 
busy sewing, trying out cooking and baking. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you do that? Did you try out cooking? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do? 

A. Sponges, scones. One of my sisters, she loved to make tablet so we helped with that. (laughter) 

 

Q. What about sewing? 

A. I always liked sewing. My father was the sewer in the family. I always liked sewing. 

 

Q. Were you taken out visiting neighbours, and friends and relatives? 

A. Oh yes, there was quite a lot of coming and going. You never knew who you were going to be having 
for tea on a Sunday afternoon. 

 

Q. You were saying you had quite a lot of visitors? 

A. Mm hmm. 

 

Q. Do you remember any particular outings with your parents? 

A. Outings? Well we always had a good holiday in the summertime. And the earlier my dad could go away 
on the train the better. He didn't like to waste a whole day waiting for time for the train, if there was one 
at six o'clock in the morning that was going to Aberdeen, and we were going to Aberdeen, well we 
would be on it. (laughter) 

 

Q. Was that where you went usually, Aberdeen? 

A. Yes, we had Montrose, and Johnshaven, down to the Borders. Oh we had quite a varied list of places. 

 

Q. Whereabouts did you stay when you were on holiday? 

A. Well, houses, or with relatives. We had relatives at Kirkcaldy, we used to go there quite frequently. And 
we were with relatives. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do when you were on holiday? 

A. I enjoyed myself. I always lilted to get out, either walking or playing on the sand, or things like that. 

 

Q. Have you any memories of a wedding in the family? 

A. Um hum. Well I'd two sisters married and two brothers. So we had them. 

 

Q. How did you spend Sundays? 

A. Oh they were spent at the church. You went to the service in the morning and then the Sunday School 
was at three o'clock in the afternoon, and then there was a Bible Class for the older young folks at half 
past five at night, or five, aye half past five it was. Then there was the church service at night. So your 
Sunday was all booked up. (laughter) 

 

Q. What sort of activities did you do at Sunday School? 

A. Activities? You learned your text and you learned your reading passage. That was the activities! 
(laughter) 
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Q. Can you remember any Sunday School outings? 

A. Oh yes, we'd them and we had a 'Soirée'. We had a soirée once a year and you got a bag with a cake 
or a bun, a biscuit or such like in it. And then when we, <..pause..> the soirée was finished, coming home 
you got an orange. That was in memory of a previous Sunday Superintendent. It was called the 'Swan 
Orange'. 

 

Q. Did you have different clothes for a Sunday? 

A. Oh yes. And these couldn't be used during the week. You'd to keep them nice for Sunday. 

 

Q. What were they? 

A. Oh, a dress and a coat, or a skirt and a jacket. 

 

Q. Did you have a special hat? 

A. I suppose I had, I can't remember much about hats. 

 

Q. And what about your clothes through the week? 

A. Oh, definitely school clothes. Mother didn't believe in dressing you up to go to school. You had to be 
dressed for school. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you think religion was actually important to you when you were a child? 

A. Oh, I think so, yes. It just seemed the natural way of life. 

 

Q. You were saying you played with your brothers at football when you were young, did you play with your 
sisters as well? 

A. No. They didn't play so much, they were older. I'd two brothers, one was seven years older than me and 
the other was nine years older than me, that they were nearer my age than my sisters, and oh they 
were always busy sewing or cooking or such like. 

 

Q. What about your neighbours, did you play with,? <..pause..> 

A. I hadn't any neighbours. 

 

Q. Can you remember what sort of games you did play? 

A. Played at lots of wee shops, because I could play at that myself. I used to get stones, all sorts-of 
coloured stones, for different things, peas and carrots and brown sugar, sand for brown sugar and all 
that. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played. 

A. Oh I think so. I can't remember getting into trouble with not being, <..pause..> Well I didn't get into trouble, 
but mother used to say I could never keep myself tidy, so I suppose that was, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Were you allowed to play with anybody that you wanted to, or were there certain children that you were 
discouraged from playing with? 

A. Oh no. There was no children lived round about. It was only people that I knew really, and then when I 
went to school, I could go and play with my school friends or they could come and play with me. Now of 
course a good part of my being a child was during the 1914 - 1918 War, and there was soldiers billeted 
in the Church Hall at that time. And there was always plenty activity, you know, going on for me to be 
entertained. And they had dogs, they were Veterinary Corps, and they had dogs, and I loved dogs, and 
there was pups eventually, and I used to arrange them in a school. There was one wee West Highland 
Terrier I loved, he was my favourite, she was my favourite, and all the other pups were disposed of 
except this one. And I was given it. And I had her for fifteen years. (laughter) 
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Q. You were saying about the troops being in the Church Hall. You got your breakfast? 

A. I got an egg. I had to go down to the cook and get an egg from the cook every day. (laughter) 

 

Q. So were you maybe a wee bit spoilt by the soldiers? 

A. I suppose I was. I suppose I was. (laughter) The cook he was rather fond of drinking and mother just did 
not approve. I remember one day, Jock, he was called, came to the door and asked if he could take me 
up the Arcade, he wanted to give me a brooch. Mother said, "No." I wasn't going. So I said, <..pause..> 
they argued a wee bit, and I said, "But I'm not frightened for Jock, mum." She said, "You are not going." 
But I eventually got away. And I trotted up with Jock, and I was told after mother had just been behind. I 
wasn't aware of that, but mother had just been behind. 

 

Q. Did you have any particular hobbies? You were saying you liked sewing? 

A. Oh yes, I liked sewing. I was making my own dresses by the time I was twelve years old. 

 

Q. Did you ever go cycling? 

A. No. That was taboo. Mother wouldn't allow it. She felt that being on the Main Street, it was too busy. If 
she saw it today she would definitely say it was too busy! Well you see the market was down 
Goosecroft where the Bus Station is, used to be a Cattle Market, and sheep and all the rest of it. And of 
course the animals were all brought in mostly by road, or if they came from the station they were 
unloaded and had to walk along Murray Place to the market. It was quite busy. And we used to have fun 
watching the animals, until one day a cow broke loose, and came into the house, and after that I was 
scared for cows! (laughter) 

 

Q. It actually went into your house? 

A. Mm hmm, the door was always opened you see, not like nowadays, you've got to keep your door 
locked, not then. You didn't know what it was to lock, your door. This cow, <..pause..> oh boy! 

 

Q. How did you manage to get it out again? 

A. Oh I didn't do anything about it. I suppose the soldiers would have to get it out, but I didn't. (laughter) 

 

Q. You were saying that you had the wee West Highland, did you have any other pets? 

A. I always had, if I didn't have a dog I had a cat. I never was without a pet. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sports at all? 

A. Not specially. 

 

Q. Did you belong to anything like Guides? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes we were in the Guides. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do in Guides? 

A. We went to, <..pause..> day camping. I wasn't allowed to go away weekends, I don't know if there was 
many weekend trips, but I wasn't allowed to go away weekends, but we went day camping, that was 
quite interesting. 

 

Q. Did you go to the cinema? 

A. Yes, if there was something, <..pause..> I wasn't terribly keen I don't think, but if there was anything 
special. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did your mum give you any pocket money? 

A. Tuppence a week. 

 

Q. And what was that spent on? 
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A. On sweets. You got Sugarallie, Liquorice Strips and they were sort of corrugated and you made them 
into smaller strips, and that lasted you longer. (laughter) Then Lows had a shop up in the Arcade and 
they sold broken chocolate Nougat. And for tuppence you got quite a big bag full. 

 

Q. How old were you when you first went to the school? 

A. Five. 

 

Q. What type of school was it? 

A. The Allan School in Spittal Street. 

 

Q. That was a mixed school? 

A. Mm hmm. 

 

Q. And what did you think of it? 

A. Not much. (laughter) I would rather have been just playing. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers there? 

A. Oh yes. One or two you didn't like, but on the whole you had to suffer it. 

 

Q. Can you remember what sort of punishments there were? 

A. Oh yes the strap was the punishment, or standing in the corner, being kept in after four o'clock. I did 
quite a lot of that! (laughter) 

 

Q. What for? 

A. Oh speaking! (laughter) 

 

Q. Can you remember what subjects you got in primary? 

A. Oh general. The three R‘s. I remember hand writing specially, I can still see that book, and you going 
'up and down and round'. 

 

Q. Did you get Domestic Science? 

A. Yes and I loved it. 

 

Q. What about Science? 

A. In Secondary yes, and I liked that too. 

 

Q. What did you do, Biology or Chemistry? 

A. Chemistry, that was at the High School. 

 

Q. Did you get games? 

A. Yes. Gym, Country Dancing. 

 

Q. And did boys and girls get the same? 

A. No it was always just girls, In the Allan School we had mixed, though that was mostly walking round the 
playground, you know, and having games in the playground. But at the High School it was definitely 
girls ******. 

 

Q. You were saying that your mother was quite strict about what you wore to school, so what did you 
wear? 

A. Well usually a darkish dress, and socks up to there. I never wore stockings, just always wore socks, and 
boots or shoes. 
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Q. Was everybody dressed alike? 

A. Oh no. No. Everybody could just please yourself, except when you went to the High School. 

 

Q. So that was a special uniform? 

A. You had your gym dress, and your blazer and your white shirt. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you did at playtime? 

A. Oh just played around and talked and giggled and such like. 

 

Q. You went to the High School? 

A. Mm hmm. 

 

Q. Was that a completely different type of atmosphere? 

A. Oh yes, uh, uh. In Allan School, such as singing was part of your day, but the singing teacher came to 
your room, whereas in the High School you went to the Music Room. That sort of thing. And Gym, well 
you went out to the playground in the Allan School if it was good weather, and if not you did your 
exercises in the room, but at the High School you were down in the Gym. 

 

Q. What subject did you have to do at the High School? 

A. Cookery and Commercial. Bookkeeping and Shorthand. I hated Shorthand! 

 

Q. So how old were you when you left school? 

A. Well I left when I was just over fourteen because my father was very ill, and I made up my mind that I 
really wanted to be, well we called it a 'Do.' teacher then, Domestic Science, but I knew that it would be 
quite a struggle for my mother to put me through the College and I wasn't having that. So I made up my 
mind the first job I heard of would be mine. And that was with Pullar’s the Cleaners. So I started there, 
and it was just a year or so after that my father died. So I was glad that I had made the move. 

 

Q. How did you get your job at Pullar’s? 

A. Well the manageress was a friend of one of my sisters, that was how I got it. 

 

Q. Could you describe the work that you did there? 

A. You sewed numbers on to a white tape. Everything was numbered and you had to sew these numbers 
on and then sew the tape on to the garment, do it as quickly as possible. 

 

Q. So it was a sort of dry cleaning? 

A. Everything was sent away. It was collected in a big hamper at four, at half past four, every day, except 
Saturday. 

 

Q. How did you learn the job? 

A. Oh I was just told what to do. And I was interested in sewing, so it wasn't any hardship. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. Half past eight 'til six o'clock. 

 

Q. What about Saturdays? 

A. It was Wednesday a half day. Was it? Yes I think it was Wednesday, a half day. 

 

Q. How long did you get for a meal? 

A. An hour I think. 

 

Q. Did you get holidays with pay? 
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A. Yes. 

 

Q. How many? 

A. Oh it would be a week to start with, and then a fortnight eventually. 

 

Q. Can you remember what your wage was? 

A. Well I know I had been there, <..pause..> I started with, was it twelve shillings? And I think when I was 
about twenty, I had a pound. 

 

Q. Did you feel that this was a fair wage? 

A. It really didn't worry me until I was twenty and I wanted to buy nice stockings. I got half-a-crown pocket 
money, and I was supposed to keep myself in stockings for that. So I was quite interested in getting a 
wee bit more money. <..pause..> 

 

Q. And you still lived at home? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What other jobs was there in Pullar’s? 

A. That was the only job. There was just the manageress and me and the message boys. 

 

Q. How did you get on with the people that you worked with? 

A. Alright. 

 

Q. Could you talk and relax, or was she strict? 

A. Oh she was quite strict, I didn't let it bother me. I suppose with being a friend of my sisters there was a 
certain leeway. 

 

Q. How did you feel about the work? 

A. Having to work? 

 

Q. Just the work itself, did you find it okay because you liked sewing? 

A. Uh-huh, aIright. 

 

Q. Was it usual to stay on or leave after you got married? 

A. Oh leave. 

 

Q. So were you quite happy with what you did or would you have preferred another type of job? 

A. Oh I would have preferred going to Domestic Science. Definitely. 

 

Q. Were you in any Trade Unions? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you work anywhere else? 

A. No. Oh yes, well I went to Castlebank eventually, as manageress. I was my own boss then. And I was 
there for five years. 

 

Q. Was that before you were married then? 

A. Just before I was married. Then I was called back to them, during the, <..pause..> the girl that got my job 
wasn't very satisfactory and I'd to go back. And my husband wasn't pleased and my mother wasn't 
pleased, so I didn't get staying there. I was about a year there, which was a pity, because if I had 
stayed, when war broke out, I would have been working. Whereas I had eventually to take a job, 
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because I had no family, and I went to the Feeding Centre in Spittal Street. Did the cooking for the 
schools, and any workers who wanted to come. So that was during the war. 

 

Q. Going back to when you were a manageress, what sort of job was it? 

A. You were in charge of everything, what I had been doing in Pullar’s plus the cash and everything. I was 
used to that in Pullar’s, I did my share of that, but it was all my responsibility then. 

 

Q. It was Castlebank? 

A. Castlebank, uh-huh. That's just at the, was at the top of the Craigs, it's a wool shop now. 

 

Q. What were you like as a manageress, were you quite strict? 

A. I had to get things done as I wanted them. I don't think I laid down the law very heavily, but it was 
evident that I wanted it done. 

 

Q. Going back to when you first started working. How did you spend your free time away from work? Did 
you go to dances? 

A. No. I was always involved in the church, there was meetings, different meetings on. You weren't 
allowed out every night, in any case. You spent quite a lot of time at home. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies when you were working? 

A. Well I learned to golf then. Got up at seven o'clock. in the morning went away out to King’s Park, 
practised when there was nobody watching. 

 

Q. Did you go to the cinema or concerts? 

A. Concerts, yes. I wasn't very keen on the cinema. 

 

Q. And if you stayed in, in the evening what did you do? 

A. Stayed in? Well you'd always some chore to do. And always doing handwork of some kind. 

 

Q. And how did you spend your Sundays when you were working? 

A. The same as when I was a child, church and Sunday School, Bible Class and such like, singing in the 
choir and all that sort of thing. 

 

Q. Do you feel that religion meant more to you after childhood or not? 

A. Oh yes, but the childhood was a good training ground. 

 

Q. And when you were working did you have more of an interest in politics? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you ever go holidays, when you were working? 

A. Oh yes, we were away every year on holiday. 

 

Q. Was it always with your family? 

A. Always with the family. One year, we were about eighteen by then, we had a caravan holiday at 
Aberdour, it was good fun. But usually we just went with the family. 

 

Q. Did you make new friends at your work place? 

A. No it was just the manageress and I and the message boy. 

 

Q. Were there any special places where young men and women would meet? 

A. Would meet? Well of course we had plenty young folks at the church, we had good fun. We always had 
parties and such like. 
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Q. Did your parents meet your friends? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Did they expect to know where you were? 

A. Yes. Always had to say where we were going, and had to be home by a certain time. Ten o'clock. 

 

Q. What age were you when you were married? 

A. Twenty five. 

 

Q. How long had you known your husband? 

A. Well we had both been in the Sunday School. But it wasn't until I was nineteen or so that we really got 
friendly. 

 

Q. What age was your husband? 

A. He was the same age as I was. 

 

Q. So he came from Stirling? 

A. Mm, hmm. 

 

Q. And was he from the same sort of background as yourself? 

A. Uh huh, more or less. 

 

Q. And did you get engaged before you were married? 

A. Oh yes, two years before were married. 

 

Q.  How did you manage to get things like furniture? 

A. We had to save up very strictly. 

 

Q. Did you get wedding presents? 

A. Oh yes, we got a lot of wedding presents. 

 

Q. What sort of things? 

A. Everything from cutlery, china, blankets, sheets, towels, ornaments. I still have silver cake stands, and 
cake plates that we got. 

 

Q. Can you, describe your wedding? 

A. Well it was at the end of December, it was quite a cold day. And it was a church wedding. I had a full 
length dress and a nice veil and I carried Arum Lilies. Quite glad to see them coming back into fashion 
again. Then we went away our honeymoon to  friends in Ayrshire. I had a beautiful coat, bouclé coat, 
with Persian Lamb round the neck and right down to the bottom, and a navy blue felt hat that looked like 
a fireman's helmet! (laughter) It was ******. (laughter) Oh it was the height of fashion! 

 

Q. What was your husband's job when you were married? 

A. He was a plumber. 

 

Q. Was that what he always did? 

A. No. He went away to the Navy. He was called up to the Navy in the War time and when he came back 
he didn't go back to plumbing he went into bookselling. He was always interested in books. And he got 
his opportunity. 
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Q. You were saying that you worked for a year after you were married and your mother and your husband 
weren't happy? 

A. Oh, they weren't happy about it. You just didn't do that sort of thing then. 

 

Q. How much were you paid? 

A. Oh I think I started with ten or twelve shillings. 

 

Q. When you were actually married? 

A. When I was married I had thirty shillings in Castlebank as manageress. 

 

Q. So how did you manage financially without your wage? 

A. We just had to be careful. 

 

Q. You didn't work after that at all? 

A. Except during the war when you had to do a job or go into munitions or something like that. I took the 
job. 

 

Q. Where did you live after you were married? 

A. In Dumbarton Road. You know Graham & Morton's red building. Well we had a lovely flat on the, third 
floor flat, in that building. I was really quite distressed when it was on fire last year, year before. It was a 
beautiful, the wood on it was really lovely. It was a lovely house. 

 

Q. How big was it? How many rooms did it have? 

A. A nice big sitting-room and a great big bedroom, and a kitchen and a bathroom. The kitchen was big. 
And the sink was in the window and you could draw the curtains at night and you didn't know there was 
any sink there. 

 

Q. So you had to save up? 

A. Oh yes you had to save up, yes. 

 

Q. And where did you go to after that? 

A. We stayed in Stirling, and then and moved to Riverside. And then up to Dunblane because we needed 
a bigger house to accommodate my brother and my father-in-law along with us. 

 

Q. And who helped you move house? 

A. The removal? Graham and Morton did one, and Stewart the Carrier did the other. 

 

Q. How many children did you have? 

A. Two boys. 

 

Q. What years were they born in? 

A. Forty-three and forty-five. 

 

Q. Was that the number that you wanted? 

A. No, we would have liked a girl, but we never got a girl. 

 

Q. Did you know anything about birth control in those days? 

A. No. It wasn't a subject that was greatly raised. 

 

Q. There was no advice available for anything like that? 

A. I don't think so. 
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Q. Did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. Not specially, you know there wasn't the classes then that they have now. So it was an adventure! 

 

Q. Did you read any books about looking after babies? 

A. Yes I did. I was very fortunate, we were married about five years before the boys were born, and next 
door to me the lady took boarders. And one of the boarders was a Health Visitor, and she and I were 
great friends, and she was a great help to me. 

 

Q. Were your children born at home or in a Nursing Home? 

A. Douglas was born in a Nursing Home and Ronnie was born at home. 

 

Q. Did you get help from your family? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. What sort of things did they help out with? 

A. Oh washing and shopping. 

 

Q. Did you have medical help with the birth at home? 

A. Oh yes, I had a very good doctor. Very kind. 

 

Q. And how did you feed your first baby? 

A. They were both breast fed. 

 

Q. If you needed advice did you ask the Health Visitor? 

A. Aye, or my mother. 

 

Q. Was your husband good with the children? 

A. Oh excellent. 

 

Q. What kind of medical care was there if you were ill? 

A. Well you'd to pay for it. 

 

Q. So did you just call the doctor out? <..pause..> 

A. When you needed to, uh-huh, uh-huh. 

 

Q. What were the doctors like? 

A. Very good, we had a very good doctor. 

 

Q. Did you know any home cures at all, if you didn't need to bring the doctor out? 

A. Well you usually, you doctored yourself up a bit if you had the cold or that, and unless it was really bad 
and you had to call the doctor. 

 

Q. So how did you pay for the doctor, were you in a sickness club? 

A. No, you just had to pay it from your wages. 

 

Q. How did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 

A. Well I did it! (laughter). If I had any problems we discussed things. But there was never anything bought 
unless we could pay for it. 

 

Q. Do you know how much your husband earned? 
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A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. How much of that did he give to you? 

A. Everything. 

 

Q. How much did he earn? 

A. Well at that time it was three pounds. 

 

Q. So you were responsible for paying the bills? 

A. That's right, the rent and everything. 

 

Q. How did you decide the money should be spent on things like furniture or clothes? 

A. Well it was just discussed. We just discussed it all and saw what we could manage. 

 

Q. How did you manage when your husband was ill or out of work? 

A. Well he wasn't fortunately in that position. He was ill when he was at the Castle, but by that time, he had 
measles when War was declared, and he was off for six weeks, but National Health was on the go by 
then you see, and that was no hardship really. 'Cause his wages were made up. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Oh yes. Definitely, you had to wait until you could manage to buy what you wanted. There was no Visa 
Card then! (laughter) 

 

Q. If any of your neighbours were ill or confined to their bed, or anything, did you help out? 

A. I helped. 

 

Q. In what way? 

A. Well I'd do their shopping for them, wash the stair for them. We had to take our turn in keeping the stair 
clean. We did that for each other if we were unwell. 

 

Q. Did everybody have the same standard of living? 

A. More or less. 

 

Q So nobody was a lot better off than anybody else? 

A. I don't think so, no. 

 

Q. Do you think yourself a member of a class, like working class or middle class? 

A. Just working class, I think. 

 

Q. Of course you were in the middle of town, so you did your shopping there? 

A. The shops were just at hand. 

 

Q. So whereabouts did you shop, any particular places? 

A. Well Cooper’s was always a favourite, I suppose it was with being used to it when I was a child. And 
Cullen’s the butchers was just along the road and they had good meat. I liked going to a clean shop and 
a shop that was well ordered. I didn't like a cluttery shop. 

 

Q. Did any of the shops give credit? 

A. I suppose so, but I never asked for it. Except the butcher, I would, <..pause..> they would call for the order 
and I would pay at the end of the week. That was the only thing. 
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Q. Were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. No, they were up Baker Street, and I didn't live in Baker Street. So I wasn't tempted to pawn anything. 
(laughter) 

 

Q. Would you say that where you stayed was friendly or was there ever any trouble? 

A. Oh it was a friendly place. Very respectable. 

 

Q. So what working memories do you have of The Second World War? 

A. What do you mean working? 

 

Q. You were working then? 

A. Uh-huh, I was in the Feeding Centre, as bookkeeper there. 

 

Q. How much were you paid for that? 

A. Something like two pound or something like that. 

 

Q. And how long did you work there for? 

A. Two, three years. 

 

Q. Did you stop when your son was born? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What was family life like during the war, was it quite hard? 

A. Well my husband was away in the Navy when the boys were both born. And it was quite difficult. My 
brother came to live with me, keep me company, he just died last year, still ****** keep me company.  

 

Q. How did you manage with the rationing? 

A. Well we just had to make do. I suppose with liking cooking, you weren't just going out and buying this 
and that to be easy cooking. You made soup and you could get rabbits and such like. And at that time 
rabbits were very delicious. I wouldn't eat a rabbit now. (laughter) 

 

Q. Did you take in any evacuees? 

A. No I didn't need to, because my friend whose father was our Minister at the church just retired the day 
war was declared, and my friend was a mobile V.A.D., which meant that she couldn't go away to 
Clarkston where her dad and mum and sister went to live, and she came to live with us. She was with 
us for two years I think, and then another V.A.D. came, and then I went to the, <..pause..> I was at the 
Feeding Centre. 

 

Q. What did that stand for? 

A. V.A.D.? Voluntary Aid Detachment, you know the nurses, nursing. 

 

Q. Well thank you very much. 

A. That it all. Good. 
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Transcribed by A.F. Turner 
 

Q. Can you tell me what year you were born? 

A. Yes, 1912. 

 

Q. 1912? 

A. December, 1912. 

 

Q. And whereabouts were you born? 

A. Kilsyth. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. I was only months old. I didnae live there long, just a baby when I was brought from Kilsyth to Plean, 
you know, where the village of Plean is. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. Two of each. 

 

Q. And who was the eldest? 

A. Me. 

 

Q. And who came after you? 

A. My brother and then another brother and a sister, two sisters. 

 

Q. Do you know how old your parents were when you were born? 

A. <..pause..> Father was in his thirties. I think my mother was twenty-six. 

 

Q. What did your father do? 

A. A plumber and gas fitter, that was in Kilsyth, but out in Plean he was plumber and caretaker for the 
miners' rows. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs before or after that, like, casual jobs? 

A. Lamplighter, mm-hmm, lamplighter in Glasgow, before he was married like. 

 

Q. Was that gas lamps? 

A. Yes, that would be in connection with his work you see likely, him being a gas fitter. 

 

Q. What jobs did your mother do before she married? 

A. Oh, she worked in a shirt factory and she was also in Domestic Service too you know. That's about all I 
know, I think just the two places. In the case of when her father got married again she had to go into 
Domestic Service and that was that until she got married. 

 

Q. And did she do any jobs after she was married? 

A. No, no. 
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Q. Did your parents ever go to church? 

A. Yes, yes, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. What denomination was it? 

A. Protestant. 

 

Q. And how often did they go? 

A. Well, my father went every Sunday, mother went when she could you know, when she could manage, 
but father, he was in the choir, sung in the choir so he went every Sunday. 

 

Q. And did your parents take any interest in politics? 

A. Politics? (laughs) Yes my father did, he used to put up the bills you know, go round with his wee ladder 
and his pail of paste and his bill posts. 

 

Q. Oh? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And what party? 

A. Oh, Tory. 

 

Q. Tory? 

A. Oh yes, he was a wee Tory. 

 

Q. What about your mum? 

A. <..pause..> Never heard her discussing it. I think she would likely be the same, you never heard her 
talking about it you know. Put I can just remember my father going up and down these steps, and I 
remember it was Fanshaw. Was it Guy Fanshaw they called him? He was for West Stirlingshire, and he 
would be putting up the bills and then some of them in the Plean would go and take them down and 
he'd just go and put them back up again. I can imagine I see him yet, I was quite young at the time. 

 

Q. Was he in any sort of clubs to do with the Tories or anything like that? 

A. No, no. I don't think so, no. 

 

Q. What did your mum and dad do in their spare time if they had any? 

A. <..pause..> My father, in late years, he went to bowling, he was a bowler but mother didnae have any 
activities, just rather than the Church Guild. 

 

Q. Did your mum and dad take part in any sport? 

A. No. No, he went to football but he didnae take any part in it. My mother didnae. 

 

Q. How often did he go? 

A. Oh I couldnae say, it would be likely, weekly I suppose, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And what memories do you have of your parents’ house in Plean? 

A. Oh quite vivid. 

 

Q. Uh-huh? 

A. Uh-huh. A room and kitchen and a scullery and we were in the top row, they called it, we got ‘Piano 
Row’ for a nickname. It was south Plean cottages, the rest were called ‘Red Row’. And we had 
everything, all the  facilities inside that row, kitchen, toilet and scullery, everything inside, and water, 
running water. 
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Q. Did you share a bedroom? 

A. Shared a bed, mm-hem, there would be three or four of us in one bed. You know, there were two set-in 
beds in the kitchen and the boys they got the room. We were in the back bed, set-in the kitchen you 
know, what they called the hole in the wall in these days. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did it have a bathroom? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. What were the washing arrangements? 

A. For washing yourself, or the weekly, of the washing of clothes? 

 

Q. Both. 

A. Oh. Put on the boiler, there were a boiler inside, and put the fire on and heated the water off the boiler. 
And then you'd to ladle it in to a big wooden tub, a tub and a stand my mother had, and then the weekly 
wash was done in the tub in front of the fire in the kitchen, mm-hmm. My mother would draw the pulley 
down and put big rugs on it, you know, these travelling rugs, in case anybody would come in. We'd be in 
the bath, that was our screen sort of style you know. Yes, happy days. I can remember it fine, and then 
they put baths in the Hall at Plean so we didnae need that latterly. You know when we were older, when 
we were in our teens then, maybe thirteen or fourteen, and it was fine to go over to the Hall and get a 
bath. They charged you so much you know. It was good. 

 

Q. Did anybody else apart from your parents and your brothers and sisters live in the house? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. It was just your family? 

A. Mm-hmm, just the family. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all of the housework? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did she mend the family's clothes? 

A. Mm-hmm, mm-hmm, yes. She had to, on a sewing machine you know. It was kept busy. 

 

Q. And did you get new clothes? 

A. <..pause..> Not very often, very seldom, it was other peoples' things you had to get you know. It was 
always new shoes we got though, my mother didnae believe in wearing other peoples' shoes you know. 
But the good handouts we got were of good quality and we knew who gave us them you know, and then 
of course you handed them down from one, <..pause..> Mine’s was handed down to my sisters you know. 

 

Q. And did your mother make clothes? 

A. She could make them if she got them cut for her, mm-hmm. Not so much clothes I don't think, I don't 
remember that. She used to knit and if she got things cut for her she used to make aprons or pyjamas, 
you know, these sort of things, but not anything fancy. 

 

Q. What sort of shoes did you wear? Was it big boots? 

A. Oh, we wore the lacing boots, it was boots in these days. Lacing boots for school and button boots for a 
Sunday. They buttoned right up your leg. Had a button hook to fasten them. They were kept for Sunday, 
wore the boots at school. 

 

Q. Did your mum pay anyone to help in the house? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your father help your mother with any jobs in the house? 
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A. <..pause..> Maybe lighting the fire in the morning, and everything was inside, the coal and everything was 
kept inside. <..pause..> If I remember I think he prepared the porridge in the morning, you know, he would 
steep the meal at night and put the sticks up to dry and then he lit the fire in the morning first thing, 
because his job, he was like his own boss sort of style you know. But he was always up at six and lit the 
fire because you depended on the fire for cooking and boiling the water. 

 

Q. Did he look after you and your brothers and sisters? 

A. Yes. He was quite good, yes. If we go to church on Sunday, and if we didnae go a walk, he used to take 
us all a walk. My mother wasnae so good at the walking. He used to take us a walk and walk for miles 
you know, but if we didnae go that walk we were kept in. We knew we would be kept in, you know, 
mostly a Sunday. 

 

Q. Did he ever read to you? 

A. No, no, I don't remember anyway. 

 

Q. Did you have special jobs to do around the house? 

A. More or less. I used to help my mother you know, I'd do anything but do her brasses. I didnae like doing 
the brasses, said, "I'll do anything but don't ask me to do the brasses." I'd help her with the washing and 
that you know. 

 

Q. And what about your brothers, were their jobs different? 

A. Yes. One, he worked in the pit head and the other one was a wagon builder, a wagon builder at the pit. 
And he went from there to Cowie Pit but he was employed with Pickering of Wishaw not the colliery 
company. Pickering branched out on his own you know but he died a young man, he was only thirty-one 
when he died. 

 

Q. What about in the house? Did they have different things to do? 

A. No, no, no. 

 

Q. Did they just have to help as well? 

A. They would help if we werenae at home. If we were out in Domestic Service they would help my 
mother, but they wouldnae do anything for my mother if we were at home, no. 

 

Q. And did you still do these jobs after you left school? You know, helping your mother with the washing 
and everything? 

A. Yes, yes, well I did anyway. I can always remember my sister sitting in a corner reading, she was a 
great reader, and I would be helping my mother to patch and mend or you know, scrub the floors and 
that sort of thing. 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have when you were a child? 

A. Oh, it was plain fare, porridge in the morning and maybe a roll, that was your breakfast. We werenae 
great tea hands, it was more cocoa and would have a good dinner at dinnertime and then maybe for 
night it would be plain fare you know, maybe boiled eggs or if she wasnae rough for money, she'd make 
a dumpling, and that was our tea. They loved the dumpling at night. 

 

Q. Was it a Clootie dumpling? 

A. Yes, yes. Oh it was good, we liked that, there were none of these fancy dishes then you know. 

 

Q. Did you have anything different on Sundays? 

A. Yes, we didnae have porridge on Sunday, we had a fry, maybe bacon and eggs for them that liked it 
and maybe sausage and a bit beef ham. Quite a good breakfast on a Sunday. 

 

Q. What about birthdays? 
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A. Birthdays? Oh, they just went past like any other day. If my mother had the utensils she would make a 
dumpling you know, but, <..pause..> no, nothing like cakes or anything like that in these days. No birthday 
cakes, no. 

 

Q. What about Christmas? 

A. Oh, not very much. We were quite happy with what we got you know but I can remember all we got 
would be your stocking filled with maybe a new pair of stockings and an apple and an orange and 
sweeties and a penny. Yes, that was all, we were quite happy you know and we thought, well we've got 
that, some of our pals havenae got anything, some of them used to get cinders in their stocking. I think 
it's a terrible thing that, eh? 

 

Q. What about Hallowe'en? 

A. Yes, we used to have that. Pat and I dooking for apples. A tub would be brought out and we would be 
dooking there you know. 

 

Q. Did you go out guising? 

A. Yes, yes, we did, mm-hmm, yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember any of the songs that you used to sing when you were out guising? Or the poems or? 
<..pause..> 

A. No, no, I cannae remember that. 

 

Q. Did your mother eat well? 

A. <..pause..> No, she wasnae really very great you know, a pick. 

 

Q. Where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. Friday. Friday night or a Saturday morning. The shops were open then too you know, mostly the Co-
Operative, they were always open to eight o'clock at night then. 

 

Q. Where did they get furniture if they ever bought it? 

A. <..pause..> Well they bought furniture when I was getting married, out of, <..pause..> now where was it? I 
went with them too, <..pause..> it's not there now, in the front yonder in Stirling, just across from the 
Station Hotel, the furniture shop. I don't know whether it's still there or not. 

 

Q. Did you ever go shopping with your mother and father when you were small? 

A. Not the two of them, just my mother, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And where abouts? 

A. Stirling or Falkirk. My mother preferred Falkirk, I didnae like Falkirk. She liked Falkirk, she used to go to 
The Barras at Falkirk you know. 

 

Q. And can you remember any Stirling shops? 

A. Mm-hmm, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. What ones? 

A. McAree’s or McCulloch and Young’s, <..pause..> and that would be about all. 

 

Q. Where did they buy things like clothes? 

A. Clothes? Well I would say mostly in the Co-Operative I think, you know, the Co-Operative. 

 

Q. Did you celebrate special occasions? You already said about birthdays? 

A. No, no. 
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Q. What about Hogmanay? 

A. Yes, we celebrated then, but it was very quiet you know, there werenae much. <..pause..> Case of they 
didnae have the money in these days to do these sort of things you know, it was always very quiet. 
They would sit up and the bells would be ringing and that you know or hearing the, <..pause..>  I think the 
guns went off at Stirling at that time. I'm not sure though, I might be wrong, and then they'd just lock up 
and go to bed you know. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play games with you? 

A. No, I don't remember that. Maybe in the house, yes, in the house, Ludo and Draughts, a great one for 
Draughts and Dominoes, these sort of things. 

 

Q. Did you have books to read at home? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember what kind? 

A. I'm afraid I wasnae a reader though. No, I liked sewing or darning better you know. No, it would just be 
all these wee stories you know, nothing really heavy you know. 

 

Q. Did you get a newspaper? 

A. Paper? 

 

Q. Newspaper? 

A. Oh, newspaper, yes, yes. These days I think it was ‘The Bulletin, ‘The Bulletin’ and ‘The Sunday Post’, 
mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And did you get any magazines? 

A. Yes, ‘Peoples’ Friend’ and, what was the name of the other one my mother used to get? <..pause..> 
Mmm, I forget now, it's off the market years ago. I know she got ‘The Peoples’ Friend’ anyway, and ‘The 
Weekly News’. ‘Red Letter’, that was the name of it, ‘Red Letter’ magazine. 

 

Q. Did you belong to the library? 

A. No, there were nothing like that then. 

 

Q. Were you taken out to visit neighbours or friends? 

A. <..pause..> Not really, no, no. 

 

Q. Did you ever have any holidays? 

A. No. Maybe a day out just, a day down the Clyde once a year. 

 

Q. And what would you do? 

A. Went to, <..pause..> round the Kyles, Kyles of Bute, or sometimes we would come off at Rothesay and 
have a day in Rothesay. No, always once a year, always seeing what the weather was like we went, 
mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And all of the family went? 

A. Yes, all the family. Took our sandwiches with us. Went into a tea room once, I remember it once 
anyway, going into this tea room, my father ordered tea for us and we out with the sandwiches and, "Oh 
you can't do that, you must buy food!" and dad says, "Well you can keep your tea," he says, "come on." 
I said, "What a red face." (laughs) I can remember that, that was before I started work you know. 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. A wedding? No, the only one was my own I think and my sisters when they got married you know, and 
my brother, one brother, the other brother was married in England. They werenae at the wedding. 
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Q. How did you used to spend Sundays in those days? 

A. It was as I say, it was very quiet. You went to church and then you came home, had something to eat 
and you went to the Brethren in the afternoon, Sunday School, they let you go in here. You got these 
tickets, you know, verses on them and that, you know to learn, and maybe a cup of tea and a cake. I 
think it was the cake we went for, (laughs) and then to the Evangelistic Meeting at night. That was really 
all we had, all our pastime you know 'cause my parents were strict that way, they wouldnae let you play 
ball or games outside on a Sunday, no, no. 

 

Q. And what was the meeting like at night? 

A. The Evangelistic Meeting? Oh, just like the Baptist Church, you know, quite good mm-hmm. And then 
they used to, at New Year’s time, they had what they called a Watch Night Service, brought in the New 
Year there, I remember that too. If we werenae there we were in the house bringing in the New Year 
you know. It was good. 

 

Q. You went to Sunday School you said? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Did you have any different clothes on Sundays? 

A. Yes, yes, mm-hmm. They were just kept for Sunday, you didnae get wearing them through the week, 
no, oh no. 

 

Q. What were they like? 

A. <..pause..> Oh, just plain. I remember having a velvet dress, it was nice, a green velvet dress, and that 
was kept for Sunday. 

 

Q. And your button boots? 

A. And my button boots. Thought we were toffs. When I was younger I had a muff you know to keep your 
hands warm. I remember having that, and that's a long, long time ago. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Yes, yes, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And do you think religion was important to you when you were a child? 

A. It was just the sort of done thing, you know, you just had to do what your parents did or what they were 
happy at you doing you know. You had no choice, you couldnae renege either, no. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on any Sunday School outings? 

A. Yes, yes, quite a lot. 

 

Q. Can you remember where they were? 

A. Up to Loch Coulter. Know where that is? 

 

Q. No. 

A. Away up the long line, Carronbridge way, up that way. You branch off there, where you branch off I 
don't know but it's up that way somewhere. We used to go there and then we used to go out to the, 
<..pause..> we were near home, <..pause..>  The Simpson Home at Plean. Know where it is? 

 

Q. No. 

A. Just past the church on the left hand side. 

 

Q. No, I don't know Plean? 

A. It's a home for sailors, soldiers and sailors you know. 
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Q. And how did you get there? 

A. Walked. But to Loch Coulter they had a bus, sort of charabanc thing, big, high stepping bus and the 
canopy you know, the seats, a door at each seat and rows of seats you know. 

 

Q. And what did you do on your Sunday School outings? 

A. Well they played games, you know, Rounders and, <..pause..> games and all these, <..pause..>  Just the 
sort of things what they do now at a Sunday School trip you know, I could imagine you know. And if you 
won a race you got maybe threepence or if you come in first you got a sixpence. Everybody got 
something though you know, but the first one got the most, they'd maybe get the sixpence and then the 
next one got threepence and the rest would get a penny each. We were all quite happy. 

 

Q. Did you get anything to eat? 

A. Oh yes, yes, you'd to take your tinnie tied on to a ribbon and you got a bag when you arrived there. 
Handed over your ticket and you got a bag with cakes and buns in it. 

 

Q. Oh? 

A. Yes, yes, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And a tinnie, was it like a mug? 

A. A mug, only it was tin, tin or enamel, whatever you could afford. 

 

Q. And did you wear your Sunday clothes for the outing? 

A. Oh yes, oh you always had a new pair of sandals and maybe a new dress for the Sunday School 
outing, for the trip. 

 

Q. Who did you play with as a child? 

A. Well, just the girls about the door, you know, in the village. 

 

Q. And your brothers and sisters? 

A. No, I always had other pals. 

 

Q. What sort of games did you play? 

A. Rounders, or Cricket. Rounders or Kick the Can and Run Sheep Run. 

 

Q. What was that? 

A. Or Hide and Seek. Kick the Can was the can in the middle of the place where your den would be, so 
whoever threw the can first away or whoever, <..pause..>  then you'd all go and hide and then whoever 
was first in, they won the den you know. Or Peever and, <..pause..> used to have a spinning top, a Peerie 
they called it, you know, burl it, or the boys had. <..pause..>  We had them too, Girds, Girds you know, a 
Cleek and a Gird. Have you seen them? 

 

Q. No. 

A. Have you not? My goodness! Of course you're not very old. Your brothers not have anything like that? 

 

Q. No. What are they? 

A. Yes, had a Gird. Girls ran about with them too, mm-hmm. A round iron, just not as big as a Hoola Hoop, 
and maybe the Cleek would be added, sometimes it would be fixed on to the Gird. And you ran along 
the road, you could run for miles with that. Kept you in amusement you know. Or Jumping Ropes, these 
sort of things you know. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Oh yes, you would get a row though when you come in. (laughs) It meant having to heat more water. 
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Q. Did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. More or less, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to play games with anybody you wanted to? 

A. Yes, no discipline that way. 

 

Q. So your parents didn't discourage you to play with certain people? 

A. No. Oh no, no. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time after school? 

A. More or less maybe going messages for somebody or watching somebody's baby, or having games, 
Jumping Ropes or these sort of things you know. But if you had lessons to do you had to do them when 
you came home from school. 

 

Q. Did you have any special hobbies? 

A. <..pause..> Girl Guides, the Brownies, these sort of things. 

 

Q. And you were saying you liked knitting and crocheting? 

A. Yes, we did that in the Guides. That's where I first did some darning, was in the Guides, you know they 
taught you that in the Guides. 

 

Q. Did you collect anything like scraps or cigarette cards? 

A. Scraps, mm-hmm. Used to collect them and then change them. If your pal had two of anything you 
would give her, if you had two you'd give her one for maybe if she had two of something else you know, 
exchange them. 

 

Q. What sort of things were they? 

A. Oh, maybe like pictures of Dresden Ladies or dolls and, you know, these sort of things. We used to play 
shops as well and it would be bits of what we call piggy, it's the porcelain, you know, broken dishes. If 
the bit of the piggy had a gold band on it that would be a pound, no, if it had two, that was a pound and 
if it had only one on it that was ten shillings and you'd have dirt for sugar and you would have, <..pause..> 
what do you call it? The docken leaf, you know, the docken leaf, you know the brown stuff when it 
withers, that sort of, <..pause..>  That was tea, we'd come and buy, you know, you'd shout, "Come and 
buy, the shop's open!" (laughs). When I think back on it I say we were awfully innocent, we seemed to 
amuse ourselves, we were more content than what they are now. Oh they'd laugh at you and scoff at 
you if you say to them, "Away and play at a wee shop.” Eh? (laughs) They don't know what you're 
talking about. 

 

Q. Did you have any pets? 

A. Yes, a dog and a cat and a canary. 

 

Q. A canary? 

A. Mm-hmm, a grand whistler too it was, mother used to speak to it just as if it was a budgie and it would 
dance on her back you know. It was good. 

 

Q. What were they called? 

A. Oh, the canary? <..pause..> I cannae remember that, <..pause..> no. The dog was Flossie and the cat was 
Tom, I think they called it, something like that. 

 

Q. Did you ever take part in sports? 

A. No, not really, just what you amused yourself with at the door, that was all. 
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Q. And you said that you belonged to Guides and Brownies. Any other sort of things like that? 

A. Maybe the likes of the Rechabites, they had a choir once. And then we ran a sort of pantomime you 
know and I was the rag doll. That was the only way they would get me up on the stage because I 
didnae have to face the people. You were dressed as a rag doll, and the false face, and everything was 
facing the public in the hall, I wasnae like, facing, that was the only way they would get me to go up on 
the stage. These sort of concerts and things they had you know. 

 

Q. And did you go to the pictures? 

A. No, no, we werenae allowed, no. Nor the dancing. 

 

Q. Or concerts? 

A. We'd go to concerts and that if they were local. 

 

Q. Theatres? 

A. No, no, not 'til after I was, <..pause..> The first picture house I was in when I started work, that was in 
Glasgow. I still don't know what I'm doing then. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did your parents give you any pocket money? 

A. <..pause..> A sixpence. 

 

Q. Sixpence? 

A. Sixpence. Spent it on sweeties, and they would say, "Now don't spend it all in one shop!" (laughs) 

 

Q. And what sort of things was there? What sort of sweeties did you get? 

A. Buy what you called a rubbish bag. A rubbish bag consisted of scraps from the factories, the sweetie 
factory there in Bannockburn then. I never knew I was gonnae be related to them, it was my husband's 
uncle that had that factory. You used to get bits of Puff Toffee and Sugarallie and that sort of thing you 
know. 

 

Q. Were you given lessons by anybody before you went to school? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. How old were you when you first went to school? 

A. <..pause..> I think we were four then, or five, five I think, yes five. My brother went when he was younger 
than us and he was such a terror, mother was glad to get him away to school. She knew where he was 
then you know. 

 

Q. What type of school was it? 

A. Just Primary. Plean Public School. 

 

Q. And what did you think of it? 

A. Oh I was quite happy at school, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. Not them all, and they didnae like me at times. 

 

Q. Did they not? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What punishments were there? 

A. Oh you got the strap, you got the strap, <..pause..> not very often though you know. Knowing me, maybe 
if I was getting up to mischief you know or doing anything I shouldnae be doing. The headmaster would 
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say, "What are you doing here?" and I'd tell him, "oh well, they were hitting me and I hit back." "Oh," he 
says, "you go back to your room." But he gave them the belt and sent me back to my class. They says, 
"Oh, you're the headmaster's pet." (laughs) 

 

Q. What subjects were you taught? 

A. Oh the usual, the three R's, Reading and Writing and Arithmetic. 

 

Q. Science? 

A. Yes, yes, we got Science, mm-hem. That was when you were older, you know for going into Bursary, 
what they called Bursary, for going to High School or Riverside. I don't think there was Riverside then, 
no, there wasnae, it was just High School, Stirling. 

 

Q. What about Domestic Science? 

A. Yes, Cookery, mm-hmm, mm-hmm. I used to do that too. 

 

Q. And Needlework? 

A. Yes, yes, we got all that at school, yes. 

 

Q. And Games? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. More or less, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. What did you wear to school? 

A. A gym frock, a blouse, sort of cotton blouse and gym dress. It was kept for school; blue. There were no 
school colours or anything like that but more or less what nearly everybody wore if they could afford it 
you know. 

 

Q. And your boots? 

A. Yes, and my boots. Oh yes, mind my boots. (laughs) 

 

Q. And did everybody dress sort of the same? 

A. More or less, yes, yes. 

 

Q. Did everybody have shoes for school? 

A. Not always no, some didnae that couldnae afford them, they just had to go with their bare feet. 
Sometimes they didnae have clothes either some of them, you know, if their fathers werenae working. 
There were no Family Allowance then. 

 

Q. What did you do at play time? 

A. At school? Oh the usual, just Hide and Seek or, <..pause..> maybe sit and write or, <..pause..> You never 
got very long for games you know, didnae get a long play bell at all. 

 

Q. Did you go onto another school afterwards? 

A. No, no, I had to get an exemption from the school when my young sister was born. Had to get an 
exemption so I was away from the school before I was fourteen. 

 

Q. How old were you? Thirteen? 

A. When I left school? 

 

Q. Yes? 
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A. Fourteen. No, not fourteen, just thirteen and a bit, quite common that in these days, there were 
exemptions if your people needed you at home. 

 

Q. Would you have stayed longer if you had the chance? 

A. If I'd got the chance. I was wanting to be a Nurse, but they couldnae afford to put me through for that. It 
would have meant a lot of sacrifices you know and they couldnae afford it. 

 

Q. Did you ever attend any part-time education afterwards? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Like night school? 

A. No, no, I don't think so, no. 

 

Q. While you were at school, did you have a part-time job? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Any ways of earning extra money? 

A. No, no, nothing like that then. 

 

Q. What was your first fulltime job? 

A. First fulltime job? Service, kitchen-maid. 

 

Q. How did you get your job in Domestic Service? 

A. I was recommended by a Lady Bolton in West Plean House. She recommended me for the job, so I 
went and had an interview with the lady and I got the job. 

 

Q. And you were a kitchen-maid? 

A. That's right. 

 

Q. And what sort of tasks did you do? 

A. Kitchen-maid, preparing the vegetables and skinning the rabbits and the hares and plucking all the birds 
of the day, and helping the cook. Preparing the staffs' meals you know, that and scrubbing and 
cleaning. 

 

Q. How did you learn this work? 

A. It came naturally, you know. 

 

Q. So you just started and you were just told to do it? 

A. Mm-hmm, mm-hmm. The cook would tell you what to do and you just had to get on with it you know. 
For a start in the morning, the big range had to black-lead, you know. 

 

Q. Can you describe a typical working day? 

A. Yes. You got up in the morning, it would be first thing. You washed yourself and make your bed and 
then downstairs and light the range. Prepare the ovens for the cook, you know, see to the water for the 
<..pause..> boilers, the fires for heating the water. You had to have hot water before their breakfast, for 
their baths in the morning. We would carry in all the coals and then scrub out the kitchen and prepare 
the breakfast after that, and set the staff’s breakfast in the servants’ hall and then before nine o'clock 
you had to get the front door scrubbed, you know, before anyone came down. The kitchen-maid 
wasnae supposed to be seen by the gentry, you had to be out of, <..pause..>  Just like ‘Upstairs 
Downstairs’. Did you watch it on the telly like that? Yes? Oh the kitchen people didnae mix with the rest 
of the house at all, and then it would be onto, <..pause..>  After breakfast was past, preparing the lunch 
you know. In the kitchen you didnae get much rest, you really, <..pause..>  After lunch, and then you're 
preparing the tea and the dinner at night, vegetables and everything, helping the cook, and that was 
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you, washing up in between you know, all the dishes that went from the kitchen were brought back to 
the kitchen for me to wash. And no help, just did it myself, the cook didnae help you. 

 

Q. Did you have any breaks for your meals? 

A. Yes, but not very long, you werenae like, timed like what they are nowadays. A case of when the meal 
was over you just up and clear the tables and get on with it again you know. 

 

Q. And what time did you get to bed at night? 

A. Oh sometimes about ten, sometimes later. It would all depend if there were dinner parties, for they had 
their dinner at night, at eight o'clock every night, eight o'clock dinner. And if there was any functions on 
during the day. That first job, the lady used to have fetes in aid of the Boy’s Brigade or Red Cross, well 
that held you up you know, you'd all that to prepare and help you know. 

 

Q. Did you ever get any time off? 

A. Once a week. Every second Sunday and what, every Wednesday. The time off was you were running 
for the four o'clock bus into Glasgow and you'd to be back for nine, that was your day off supposed to 
be. 

 

Q. Did you have any holidays with pay? 

A. Yes, you got a fortnight off you know. You just came home, you didnae go away anywhere. 

 

Q. Was that paid? 

A. Yes, your pay went on just the same, you know what I mean. You were paid and you were kept and fed 
and everything for that wage, it wasnae a big wage. 

 

Q. What were the wages? 

A. <..pause..> Oh, not very much, <..pause..> I cannae remember really, somethings I can remember. I don't 
think. <..pause..> It wasnae two pounds a month anyway, your keep, very, very, very little wages. 

 

Q. Were you happy with that? 

A. Yes, yes, quite happy. I got ten shillings a month pocket money and that had to do me. Give my mother 
the rest and it wasnae very much you know. 

 

Q. What did you do with your pocket money? 

A. It was spent on bus fares into Glasgow on my day off. 

 

Q. How many other servants were employed there? 

A. There were two in each department, and a chauffeur and then gardeners outside you know. 

 

Q. So how many was that altogether? 

A. <..pause..> Maybe six inside, and then outside there would be two, and a chauffeur, another three, be 
about nine. That was the first job I was in but the other jobs I was in there were three in each 
department and hall boy and odd man, all these sort of things you know, butler and chauffeur and 
whatnot. 

 

Q. And did all of the servants live in? 

A. Mm-hmm, oh yes, yes. 

 

Q. Did each of you have set tasks to do on a regular basis? 

A. If you were a kitchen-maid you were kept to the kitchen to help, you werenae allowed in any of the, 
<..pause..> The only ones that mixed was maybe house table-maid, under-housemaid had to help the 
table-maid. 
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Q. How did you get on with the other servants? 

A. All right, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. How many rooms were there in the house? 

A. <..pause..> Oh now, you've got me there. <..pause..> Quite a lot anyway you know, there were kitchen; in 
the maid’s quarters itself there was five or six rooms for them alone and then through with the gentry 
there would be one for each of them as well you know. Oh I would say about twelve rooms maybe, you 
know. 

 

Q. How big was the family you worked for? 

A. They were up in years the first job I was in, it was all like, grandchildren and that you know. They were 
Army people and they came home on leave from the Army, the grandchildren and that like, you know. 
They were all very outdoor people, they had their own Estate, their own shooting. They were always out 
shooting the game and that and then they went to Monte Carlo at Christmas time and that's when we 
got our holidays, at Christmas when they went abroad. 

 

Q. How did you get on with your employer? 

A. Alright, yes. I had no bother with any of them. 

 

Q. And the rest of the family? 

A. Yes, yes, no qualms at all. 

 

Q. You lived in? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

 

Q. So where did you sleep? 

A. We had our own bedrooms. 

 

Q. Did your employer tell you how you should spend your time off? 

A. <..pause..> Well not really, maybe if they seen you with any young man they wondered who they were 
and wanted to know about them. They were always looking after your welfare you know. No, we started 
going out every Sunday, it was every second Sunday we got, but we started, the housemaid and I, 
going every Sunday down to the village to Milngavie. Know where Milngavie is? No? 

 

Q. No. 

A. Don't know where Milngavie is? Well, instead of going to church we walked down to Milngavie and we 
were back in time for the church coming out and they never knew. We went down to get the Sunday 
papers you see, oh I didnae want to go to church every Sunday, no. 

 

Q. Were you homesick? 

A. Oh, many’s a time, many a time cried myself to sleep. First time away from home you know. 

 

Q. Did you enjoy being in Service? 

A. Yes, yes, quite liked it. Yes, I was happy there. 

 

Q. So how did you spend your free time away from work? 

A. Well, the first place I was in I used to go and visit my grandfather and then the only way I got to know 
Glasgow, <..pause..> I stopped going every week to him and went to the pictures and walked around 
Glasgow. And I got to know the town very well then you know. Way up by the University and all these 
places, or shopping, or we would go to the pictures. 

 

Q. What sort of pictures did you see? 
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A. The first talkie picture in The Regent in Glasgow, and that was about the first time I went to the pictures. 
It was the talkies, just the beginning of the talkies then. 

 

Q. And did you go to any dances? 

A. No, couldnae dance. My mother wouldnae let us even look in the window at the dancing at Plean, no, 
oh no, we were banned from the dance. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any clubs? 

A. No, no. That's the done thing now, eh? 

 

Q. And how did you spend your Sundays then? 

A. Oh just going for walks you know or visiting friends. That was like when I was a teenager, you know, 
visiting old friends or that. More or less just visiting my grandfather on a Sunday. 

 

Q. And you didn't go to church? 

A. No, no, not at night. 

 

Q. Did religion mean more or less to you after childhood? 

A. No, sort of drifted away from it then. 

 

Q. Why do you think that was? 

A. I think it was a lot to do with your parents being so strict with you you know. I think so. Just seemed to, 
although in latter years when I got married and that, started going to church again, but when I was 
working I didnae seem to have the same interest going to church at all. 

 

Q. Did you take an interest in politics? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on holiday? 

A. <..pause..> No, no. 

 

Q. You just went home? 

A. Just went home to my mothers, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. Did you make any new friends at this time? 

A. Yes, quite a lot where you worked, you know, you made a lot of friends, then you went back and 
forward visiting them when you left one place to go to another, you know. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever meet your friends? 

A. Yes, yes, they used to come to the houses I worked in as well, you know. 

 

Q. Did they always expect to know where you were? 

A. Yes, yes, mother always kept in touch and I wrote every week really, you know. 

 

Q. And when you stayed with them, did you have to be home by a certain time? 

A. Yes, oh yes, yes. By Jove yes. They were strict that way, even up to before I was married, yes. 

 

Q. What age were you when you married? 

A. Twenty-two. 

 

Q. And how long had you known your husband then? 
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A. Four years. 

 

Q. And what age was he? 

A. Thirty. 

 

Q. How did you meet him? 

A. Just locally. You know, he was a confectioner baker and he was out in the van selling the stuff this day 
and he was with another lad in Plean you know and I got introduced to him, and that's how we took up. 
Then, if I'd go into Bannockburn with the rest of the girls at night, we'd walk into Bannockburn and see 
them in the park and have a chat with them and then he started coming, chasing me up after that. 
(laughs) 

 

Q. Did he come from the same sort of background to you? 

A. No, no, his parents were different, they were Mill workers and the grandpa worked in the pit. He worked 
in the farms before that though, but different background. 

 

Q. Did you get engaged? 

A. Mm-hmm, mm-hmm, yes. 

 

Q. How long were you engaged for? 

A. I think about two year, or a year. Two years I think it was I was engaged, yes. 

 

Q. How did you manage to get things like furniture and things to set up home? 

A. To set up home? We paid it up, paid it up in the Co-Operative. 

 

Q. And did you get any in the form of wedding presents? 

A. Yes, quite a lot. That helped a lot. 

 

Q. From your parents? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Could you describe your wedding? 

A. Very plain, in the Mission Hall at Plean. The Minister married us there and we had a steak pie tea and 
all the trimmings you know, what was done then in these days you know, flowers and sweeties, these 
sweeties that, <..pause..> what is it you call them now? There's things written on them, you know, maybe 
‘I love you’ or, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Love Hearts? 

A. Love Heart things, yes, something like that. Used to have them, we'd always to have them at a wedding. 

 

Q. And where abouts was it again you got married? 

A. In the Church Hall. 

 

Q. And did you have a reception? 

A. It was there, everything. We were married in the hall and the reception was after we were married. 

 

Q. And what did you wear? 

A. Blue. Blue, floral dress and a white hat, white shoes and gloves. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon? 

A. Yes, mm-hmm. 
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Q. And you were saying your husband's job was a baker? 

A. Confectioner baker, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs before or after that? 

A. Who? My husband? No, no, that was the only job he had. 

 

Q. And did he do any sort of casual jobs? 

A. No, no, unless just obliging people, make their shortbread or ice a cake for them or that you know, but 
he never charged them. 

 

Q. Did you work after you got married? 

A. Yes. A long time after, worked in the Clinic in Bannockburn. 

 

Q. So how did your husband feel about you working? 

A. He never objected, no, he didnae object. The hours he had I was always in for his meals you know. 

 

Q. What sort of job was it you were doing? 

A. In the Clinic? Cleaning, mm-hmm, cleaning, keeping it clean. That's the Clinic at Bannockburn. 

 

Q. Oh yes. 

A. Down at Hillpark you know. I was ten year there and I worked with the District Nurse as well. I was there 
about six years with the District Nurse, three nurses. <..pause..> Making a meal for them and keeping 
their house clean. 

 

Q. And what hours did you do? 

A. Three hours, three hours a day at the District Nurses. 

 

Q. Oh, you said you did it for ten years? 

A. Yes, the Clinic, ten year. An hour and a half in the morning and a half hour after surgery. 

 

Q. And why did you stop working? 

A. Why did I stop? They werenae giving me a bus fare so I gave it up. I says, "Surely after ten years they'll 
give me my bus fare?" I applied for my bus fare. Home Helps get their bus fare, maybe they'll give me 
mine, but they didn't so I just packed it in then, so I've never worked since. 

 

Q. Now did you manage without your wage? 

A. Alright. You just had to, just had to. 

 

Q. And what was your wages? 

A. Thirty shillings a week, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And that was the last job you did? 

A. Mm-hmm, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And why did you take up this work? 

A. Oh, just needed the money, the extra money, mm-hmm. Helped to pay the rent. 

 

Q. And did you work when you had small children? 

A. When they were small? No, oh no, I was at home all the time. 

 

Q. And where did you live after you got married? 
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A. In Bannockburn. I've lived in Bannockburn since I got married. 

 

Q. Can you describe your first house? 

A. A room and a kitchen. 

 

Q. And was it rented? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Did you have enough furniture for it? 

A. Mm-hmm, just got it gradually. Went to the second hand store in Stirling, and Cowal’s, as they called it 
then, and I bought a three piece suite there and a bedroom suite. 

 

Q. How did you do your washing? 

A. Outside wash-house. 

 

Q. What were the cooking facilities like? 

A. A gas cooker and a range, I had a range as well. It was quite good though you know, did a lot of baking 
in that range too, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. How many years did you live there? 

A. Twelve. Twelve year in Station Road in Bannockburn. 

 

Q. And what were your neighbours like? 

A. Very nice, just working people you know, very nice. 

 

Q. And where did you move after that? 

A. Down to Hillpark, just across from the Clinic. 

 

Q. Who helped when you moved house? 

A. My brother-in-law. Brother-in-law with his van, sweetie van, Forsyth's sweetie van, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. So what was the move like? 

A. Alright, no bother, no problem. 

 

Q. Did you have any children? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. How many? 

A. I had four. One died though, so that's three, three still alive. 

 

Q. What years were they born in? 

A. <..pause..> '36 and '38, and then '41, and that one died, and then the next one was, <..pause..> ‘47. Is that 
the four I think? Is it? 

 

Q. Was that the number that you wanted? 

A. You just take what you got, you didnae make plans. (laughs) 

 

Q. So did you not know anything about birth control? 

A. No, nothing like that, no, nothing, no. 

 

Q. Was birth control advice available? 
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A. Yes, there was. 

 

Q. There was? 

A. There was, yes. 

 

Q. Who from? 

A. Well you could buy them in the shops or these surgical stores in Stirling, and that if you wanted them or 
that, if you wanted them you know. 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did you read any books about birth or looking after babies? 

A. No, no, just came natural. 

 

Q. Were your children born at home? 

A. No, in the hospital. 

 

Q. And what happened when one of the children was born, did you get help from your family? 

A. <..pause..> Not really, no. 

 

Q. Help with washing? 

A. My sister came once to do the washing and my mother-in-law helped me, that was when the first one 
was born but after that you just had to do away yourself. In these days you could send things away to 
the laundry, you know, the heavy goods, and do the rest yourself at home. 

 

Q. Did you get any help with your shopping? 

A. <..pause..> Well you had the vans at the door, you didnae need to go far, they'd bring them up to you, you 
know. 

 

Q. What about meals? Any help cooking? 

A. No. My husband helped me, he'd help me. 

 

Q. And so did you have any medical help at the birth? 

A. No, no, was quite natural birth. 

 

Q. And how did you feed your first baby? 

A. Breast. 

 

Q. If you ever needed advice, who did you ask? 

A. Your nurse or your doctor. 

 

Q. And what about your mother? 

A. Yes, my mother too, I'm forgetting about my mother, but with her not staying in Bannockburn I had to go 
to Plean, you know. But my mother was always there too if I needed her you know. But she wasnae so 
able to trek into Bannockburn you know. 

 

Q. How much did your husband have to do with the children? 

A. Not very much because he was early hours in the morning you know, he was more or less in bed 
sleeping. He used to start at three and four in the morning. They needed all the sleep they could get. 
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Q. What kind of medical care was there at this time if you were ill? 

A. Just your doctor. And you had to pay for it, if you got the doctor you had to pay. If they came to the 
house it was dearer, if you went to the surgery it didnae cost so much, you know, and then they would 
send you your bill you know. But in these days the doctor could take your teeth out or give you all 
different attention you know. 

 

Q. How did you and your husband manage the housekeeping when you first got married? 

A. Just had a budget between us you know, just planned. He handed over his wages and I had to get on 
with it. 

 

Q. Did you know how much your husband earned? 

A. When we got married? Two pound five shillings. 

 

Q. And did he give all of that to you? 

A. Yes, and then he got his pocket money back. Don't ask me how much he got, it wasnae very much. 
That kept him in cigarettes, not always though, he would sometimes have to come during the week for 
money for cigarettes. 

 

Q. And did you pay for all of the bills then? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. How did you decide the money should be spent? On things like furniture? 

A. Oh you just had to get them gradually, you know, pay them up and you couldnae get a thing unless you 
really seen your way to pay it up you know. You just had to do without. 

 

Q. What about clothes for your children? 

A. Oh, you just had to do the same there too, pay them up. 

 

Q. The same with outings and holidays? 

A. Yes, yes, first good holiday we had was when it was the back end of the war. I just had two of a family 
then. We went to Ayr and it was the start of holidays with pay, I can remember that, that's when holidays 
with pay started and we went to Ayr for a holiday. First holiday we had. We had occasional holidays 
after that you know but not very many, really. 

 

Q. How did you manage when your husband was ill? 

A. You just had to manage, you didnae get help at all. You just had to try and well, do with less and be 
economical in your meals and, you know, make do and mend sort of style. You were taught that during 
the War, make do and mend. 

 

Q. Was he ever out of work? 

A. No, no, just if he had ‘flu or that you know. 

 

Q. Yes, just ill. 

A. You didnae get your wages then though. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Oh yes, many a time. 

 

Q. When? What sort of times did you feel that? 

A. Oh, maybe when you'd be wanting to give them a meal and you didnae have very much to buy, not 
much money, you know. 

 

Q. If any neighbours were ill or confined to bed, did anybody help out? 
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A. Mm-hmm, we used to all help one another, yes. 

 

Q. So all the relatives and the neighbours got together and? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, yes, yes. They were the best kind of neighbours then, no running out and in houses, but if there 
were anybody ill you were there to help one another, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And how did they help? 

A. Just the same. You know, maybe if you were ill you would make a meal for them and get them ready for 
the doctor coming, that sort of thing, you know. Seeing that they were alright 'til their family came in or 
the husband came in. 

 

Q. Where you lived, did everybody have the same standard of living? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. So nobody was better off than anybody else? 

A. No, sometimes you thought that you know. 

 

Q. Did your neighbours help at any other time? 

A. Yes, maybe on the washing day, and you know, give you a call if it was raining, take your washing in, 
help you that way, you know, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. Do you think of yourself as a member of a class? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Like working class or middle class? 

A. Oh we are working class, yes. Sometimes they'll say to me, "You're a snob, mother!" I'm not a snob, no. 
I don't mix an awful lot you know, I can be sociable but I'll not go in if I thought I wasnae wanted you 
know, sort of style. Don't push myself into company. 

 

Q. Did people do their shopping in corner shops or in the town? 

A. Yes, corner shops, mm-hmm. Local. 

 

Q. Did any local shops give credit? 

A. Yes, they all did. 

 

Q. What shops? 

A. In Bannockburn? Well of course it was the Co-Operative we always dealt with you know but I could get 
it in the local shops too. It was Mr. Pollock that was the grocer, yes, he was the only one then and then 
Gowan’s, but I never asked them for credit. Just maybe if you had went into the shop and didnae have 
your purse with you, you'd say, "Well I'll get it again." But I know they did have credit. But they knew 
what customers to give it to, they wouldnae give it to anybody and everybody. They trust you, you know, 
and then the local vegetable shop was Rennie, and when I went in there once for vegetables or fruit or 
something and I said, "Oh I havenae got my purse!" He says, "You've got a kind face, I'll trust you." I 
said, "You don't even know me!" "But," he says, "I know who you're married to." And I told him who I 
was married to you know and that was all. They had a good name in Bannockburn the ****** clan. 

 

Q. Were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. No, no, just Stirling, Stirling. 

 

Q. Was your area a friendly place? 

A. Yes, yes. Oh everybody speaks to you here, that's one thing. Bannockburn is friendly you know, mm-
hmm. 
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Q. There was never any trouble? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of The First World War? 

A. No, I don't remember much of that at all, maybe just my mother knitting socks and scarves, that's all I 
remember, and the men being away to the War you know. For anything else I don't remember, I was too 
young. 

 

Q. And do you have any memories of The Second World War? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Did you do any work in the Second World War? 

A. No, no. Too busy at home with the family. 

 

Q. What was the family life like during the War? 

A. Alright. We had to save and stinge you know, but we got by. 

 

Q. And how did you manage with the rationing? 

A. Oh, managed all right. I didnae take sugar in my tea so I kept that sugar and made my own jam. I had 
always homemade jam in the house and with me not taking the sugar that was laid past you know, and 
also I had always plenty lard to bake with because I clarified all my fat, you know, and that went along 
with your rations. I remember when you were rationed for bread and that you know. It was handy, you 
could put on a scone or a pancake if you were stuck you know, mm-hmm. Oh, I couldnae complain at 
all, you seemed to have less then and you were quite satisfied, and when it came night, for tea you 
would say, "Oh what will we have tonight for it?" It would end up with having chips, chips nearly every 
night as long as you had the fat to cook them, you know. And I wasnae as heavy then as I am now. 
(laughs) I don't eat chips now. You never win. 

 

Q. Do you remember any evacuees? 

A. Yes, they were next door to me. 

 

Q. Uh-huh? 

A. Two boys from Glasgow, and through the wall there was a family from Glasgow. He was a sergeant 
stationed in Bannockburn and they were from Glasgow too. Quite nice folk, but they werenae long in 
making a mess of the place you know. Yes, terrible things they did. Those boys next door were alright 
but when the family that were further along the landing, <..pause..>  The brother-in-law didnae recognize 
his own sister-in-law's house when he went to do a plumbing repair 'cause it was in such a state. She 
was paid from the Government for taking them in you know, mm-hmm. Wasted all her house. It was 
terrible, didnae appreciate it you know, you never heard any more from them. They didnae appreciate 
what was done for them, no. 

 

Q. How did you leave your first job in Domestic Service? 

A. You left for more money, you know, or more experience. I was three year in my first job, well it was time 
I was moving, you know, to another job, so I went to Ayr. I was a wee while in Ayr. 

 

Q. And how did you get that job? 

A. I got it through, <..pause..> you know, through the Registrar Office, they had Registrar Offices you know 
for employed people. Not a buroo, different from the buroo. If you wanted a job in a hotel you went to 
the buroo but if you were in a hotel working they wouldnae employ you in private service. You never 
had to tell them that you worked in a hotel, I don't know why, and went there. 

 

Q. What was your job called? Were you still a kitchen-maid? 

A. Still kitchen-maid, yes, yes. 
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Q. And you still did the same sort of? <..pause..> 

A. Same duties, that's right, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And can you describe a typical working day? 

A. Just the usual, with, I mean, lighting the range and preparing the breakfast and having the oven hot for 
to bake scones in the morning. The gentry had to have that for their breakfast, hot scones. And the 
usual routine, cleaning passages or cleaning the cook's room or something like that you know, and 
preparing the vegetables and meals for the night you know. A kitchen-maid usually got the job of 
preparing the staff's meals and that was experience for you, you see, but at Orangefield House, where 
the aerodrome is now, we had to leave there because the boss died and we'd all to look for work you 
know. So then it was a hotel after that. So then I moved further up the road to a house, Fairfield, and it 
was just all the same sort of work. The first place it was a kitchen-maid with a scullery-maid under me 
was at Pollock House and it was temporary, you made more money when you went temporary, that was 
relieving for the holidays you know, so, <..pause..> I liked it there too and it was very nice at Pollock 
House, lovely estate. 

 

Q. What were the wages like? 

A. Well if you were paid weekly you would get maybe about thirty shillings a week and that was a lot of 
money. And that was living-in and everything, thirty shillings clear and that was considered a lot of 
money. You made more money going temporary than you did getting paid monthly, you see. 

 

Q. Did you keep all that money or did you give it to your mum and dad? 

A. I gave it to my mother, more or less. She would keep me in clothes, you know, send me clothes when I 
needed them. So, there's not much else really to tell, I don't think - Kilmacome, I was there too. Lord 
McKlay. You can see quarrier homes from Kilmacome, can hear the clock striking in the morning when I 
was scrubbing the front door steps and I was there just temporary as well you know and then I gradually 
came home to work in Stirling. Took a cook's job there. Cook general really, but it was a very good post 
with old Mrs. Robb the lawyer's wife. I was there 'til I got married. 

 

Q. And you were a cook then in? <..pause..> 

A. Cook general. I did all the cooking, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And how much a wage did you get then? 

A. <..pause..> I think it was three pounds something a month. Three pound fifty I think, no, three pound ten 
shillings a month. You were always paid more or less monthly. It was a good post, the one in Stirling, 
quite happy there and then you were your own boss sort of style, you know. 

 

Q. Thank you very much. 
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1912 Lady’s Maid to Duke and Duchess of Montrose; WREN; Shop Assistant 

 
Interviewee Code R1 
Interview Conducted 1st June 1987 
Interviewer Flora Thomson 
Transcribed by A.F. Turner 
 

Q. Can you remember what year you were born in? 

A. <..pause..> In 1912. 

 

Q. And where were you born? 

A. I was born in the Buchanan Smithy. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. Now Mmm, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Roughly? 

A. <..pause..> Mmm. 

 

Q. You can't remember exactly? 

A. (silence) 

 

Q. Right, how many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. Two brothers and two sisters. 

 

Q. And how old were your parents when you were born? 

A. Oh. 

 

Q. You don't remember ever hearing? <..pause..> 

A. No. 

 

Q. So what was your father's job? 

A. He was a forester. 

 

Q. And did he have any other jobs before then? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Or after that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So did your mother have any jobs before she married? 

A. She was a housekeeper. 

 

Q. And did she work after she was married? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So did your parents attend church? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was it Church of Scotland? 
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A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did they go regularly? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. <..pause..> Just average. 

 

Q. Do you know what parties they voted for? 

A. No, I'm afraid not. 

 

Q. And did your parents have any hobbies? 

A. No. (laughs) <..pause..> Just gardening and sort of things like that, you know. 

 

Q. Did your mother go to the Women's Guild or anything like that? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did your parents take part in any sports? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Like football or anything like that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And so what memories do you have of your parents’ house at the Smithy that you were born in and 
lived in when you were a child? How many rooms did it have? 

A. It was a four apartment. 

 

Q. And did you share a bedroom with your sisters? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did you have a bathroom? 

A. No eh, we had eh, a toilet and water, but not an actual bath. But we did have a huge zinc bath six foot 
long; but we had our baths yes, <..pause..> but never, you know, an up-to-date bathroom. 

 

Q. And did your mother do all the housework? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So did she make any of the family's clothes for them? 

A. Oh, she made all our clothes. 

 

Q. And so did you get many new clothes? 

A. Yes oh we were kids, just like every other child, quite well dressed. 

 

Q. And did you get many new shoes? 

A. <..pause..> Oh, I suppose so. (laughs) I suppose when they were done we'd have to get new shoes, 
wouldn't we. 

 

Q. And did your father help your mother with any jobs in the house? 

A. No. 
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Q. So you don't remember him telling you stories of an evening or making improvements or repairs to the 
house or anything? 

A. Oh that was, <..pause..> the house belonged to the estate. <..pause..> Any improvements were done by the 
estate tradesmen. 

 

Q. And did you have to do any jobs around the house when you were wee? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Can you tell me what the tasks were? 

A. Oh we'd to wash the dishes, <..pause..> eh, had to feed the poultry, <..pause..> put the cows out, <..pause..> 
to the field again after milking. Had all these sorts of jobs to do. 

 

Q. And did your brothers have different tasks from you? 

A. Em, both my brothers when they left school they worked in the Montrose Estate. 

 

Q. And did your brothers have to do similar jobs to yourself when you were wee? 

A. They had to cut hay and look after the cattle outside. 

 

Q. And did you continue to do these jobs after you left school? 

A. I did. I helped at home after I left school for some time. 

 

Q. And what kind of meals did you have as a child? 

A. <..pause..> Good, plain meals, plenty of it. 

 

Q. Lots of soups and things like that? 

A. Oh yes, vegetables, we grew them all in our own garden, and then we'd our own hams from the pigs, 
with our own milk and butter and cheese. 

 

Q. And did you have anything different on Sunday? 

A. Yes, usually there was the roast on Sunday. (laughs) 

 

Q. And where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. In Drymen village. 

 

Q. And did you go shopping with your mother? 

A. Yes. (laughs) 

 

Q. So can you remember what shops you went to? 

A. Well the shops are not there now that we used to go to. There's a Mrs. ****** she was the grocers. 
There was the shoe shop where the Post Office is now and em, then there was another shop down in 
the village and we got our papers and various things there. 

 

Q. Do you ever remember going to Stirling? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. When you were wee? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And can you remember any of the Stirling shops? 

A. Oh no, not at all. I can't remember them. 
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Q. So where did your mother and father get things like furniture and clothes? Did they get them from 
Drymen? 

A. No, <..pause..> I think my father and mother furnished the house from Glasgow, and Dumbarton was a 
good shopping area too. 

 

Q. So did you celebrate special occasions like birthdays and Christmas when you were young? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. So can you tell me what Christmas would be like? 

A. Well, not as lavish as what it is today, but we all got our Christmas gift and would have Christmas 
dinner. 

 

Q. And did you hang up a Christmas stocking? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And what would you get in it? 

A. Various things in it, you know, <..pause..> more useful than toys. 

 

Q. And can you remember celebrating birthdays in your family? 

A. Yes, we all had our birthday dumpling and birthday tea. (laughs) 

 

Q. And would there be lucky charms in the dumpling? 

A. Yes, yes. Thrupenny bits, etc. 

 

Q. And did your parents ever play any games with you? 

A. Oh yes, we played Dominoes and Draughts. 

 

Q. And did you have any books to read at home? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember which books you were fond of as a child? 

A. Well we went through various stages, you know, 'til we came up to ‘Lorna Doone’ and the older books 
y'know. But I had a book ‘The Little Princes’ that I got from the Duchess of Montrose in 1916. I still have 
it. <..pause..> As you know, I mean, as we got older we got more advanced books you know. 

 

Q. And did you have a newspaper at home? 

A. Oh yes. It was ‘The Times’, and it was coloured pink and then my mother, who came from Islay, she 
had ‘The Oban Times’ always. 

 

Q. And did you have any magazines at home? 

A. Not in these days, no, there wasn't such a thing in these days. 

 

Q. And did you belong to a library? 

A. No, there wasn't such a thing. 

 

Q. And were you taken out visiting to neighbours and friends? 

A. Yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. So do you remember going any outings with your parents? 

A. Oh various outings, you know, but, <..pause..> yes, occasionally. 
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Q. And did you ever have any holidays? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So where did you go? 

A. Used to go to Islay and to Millport, <..pause..> and eh, Rothesay. 

 

Q. And for how long did you go? 

A. Usually ten days. 

 

Q. And did you do this regularly? 

A. Well, being the youngest of the family, I always went with my parents. 

 

Q. And where did you stay, in a guest house? 

A. No, with friends. 

 

Q. And do you have happy memories of your holidays that you went when you were wee? 

A. Oh yes, you enjoyed them, you know, especially if you were beside the waterside, you know, and you 
could get in to paddle and, <..pause..> (laughs) 

 

Q. And can you tell me how you spent Sundays when you were young, did you go to the Sunday School? 

A. Eh, the Morning Service in the Buchanan Church was held in the morning for adults, and in the 
afternoon at three o'clock there was the Sunday School. And the Minister, the mothers that couldn't go 
in the morning went in the afternoon and they had their service while we were having our Sunday 
lessons, eh, at the back of the church we went to and eh, the mothers sat and the Minister gave them 
their service. 

 

Q. And did you go on Sunday School trips? 

A. <..pause..> Well it was just like perhaps to a field, perhaps somewhere to have a picnic. That was the 
extent of our trip. 

 

Q. And were you always wearing smart clothes? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes, you had your Sunday clothes. (laughs) 

 

Q. And do you remember going to the Band of Hope or things like that? 

A. No, I didn't, but my elder sister did. 

 

Q. And were you taught to say your prayers at night? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. And was religion important to you then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So when you were wee what kind of games did you play? 

A. <..pause..> We played Rounders, Peever, <..pause..> I played Cricket for the school. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Hide and Seek? 

A. Hide and Seek, Skipping Ropes. 

 

Q. And who did you play with? 

A. Neighbours’ children. (laughs) 
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Q. And can you remember what kind of toys you had? 

A. We hadn't very many toys, a doll, a doll, you'd have a doll, but not many toys. 

 

Q. So were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Mmm, yes, uh-huh. Well the boys played football, you know. 

 

Q. And were you free to play games with anyone you liked? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So your parents didn't discourage you from playing with certain people? 

A. Oh no, no, oh no. 

 

Q. So how did you spend your free time after school? 

A. Well, went out in the evenings after we'd done our chores and have a game at Rounders or something 
like that, you know. 

 

Q. And did you have any hobbies then, like going walking or fishing? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Or bicycling or doing gardening? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you collect anything like scraps, no? 

A. (silence) 

 

Q. And did you have any pets? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Like a cat or a dog? 

A. No. 

 

Q. But you took part in sports, you mentioned cricket? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What other sports did you play? 

A. That was the only sport we had at the Buchanan School. 

 

Q. There wasn't netball or anything like that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you go to the Guides? 

A. Yes. I was in the Guides for quite a number of years. 

 

Q. So from what age to what age were you in the Guides? 

A. I think I would be about twelve, twelve years old 'til I was well in my teens. 

 

Q. And did you do any badges in the Guides? 



 1035

A. Oh yes, but I can't remember anything about them now, you know. 

 

Q. Were you a Sixer at all? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. And did you ever go to the pictures? 

A. <..pause..> Well, in our late teens. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to concerts in the? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, there was local concerts, yes, yes, yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember any of them? 

A. Well I took part in the Dramatic Club and we used to put on shows, at the concerts, you know. 

 

Q. And did your parents give you any pocket money when you were wee? 

A. Might have got a sixpence at the end of the week. 

 

Q. And what did you spend it on, can you remember? 

A. Sweets. (laughs) 

 

Q. So how old were you when you went to school? 

A. Five. 

 

Q. And what type of school was it? 

A. Secondary School. Buchanan Secondary School. 

 

Q. And what did you think of the school? 

A. It was a very good school, you went straight to University from that school down there. 

 

Q. And did you like the teachers? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And what punishments were there if anyone did anything wrong? 

A. You got the strap; or the cane over your fingers for bad writing etc. 

 

Q. And what subjects were you taught? 

A. In the Secondary they had Science, Algebra, Geometry, <..pause..> em, <..pause..> usual. Of course we 
had Sewing and Knitting and that from when we were in the Junior. In the Primary, we had that too, but 
the other subjects we had when we were in the Secondary. 

 

Q. And did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. Well the boys didn't have Cookery. 

 

Q. So what did you wear? Was it a uniform you wore? 

A. We wore a gym costume and white blouse. 

 

Q. And were you all dressed alike? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And what did you do at playtimes? 
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A. Well, we played Rounders or something like that out at lunchtime. We carried our packed lunch with us. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you left school? 

A. Fifteen. 

 

Q. And can you remember what your Primary School was that you went to. Can you remember the Primary 
School? 

A. Yes, my father went to it and eh, we all went to it. 

 

Q. And what subjects were you taught at the Primary School? 

A. Just the usual, Reading, Writing and Drawing. 

 

Q. And did you have a uniform to wear at the Primary School? 

A. No, no, it was all the one thing. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you left Primary School to go to Secondary? 

A. I'd be eleven. 

 

Q. And so how old were you when you left Secondary School? 

A. Fifteen. 

 

Q. So while you were at school, did you have a part-time job or any ways of earning extra money? 

A. No. 

 

Q. You didn't have, say a summer job or anything like that? 

A. No. <..pause..> You weren't allowed to have jobs in these days. 

 

Q. And so can you remember what your first full-time job was as? 

A. (silence) 

 

Q. You mentioned that you worked in Domestic Service as a lady's maid? 

A. That's not Domestic Service. 

 

Q. So you worked as a lady's maid? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Can you tell me what sort of tasks you did? 

A. Well, called the lady in the morning, put out her clothes and jewellery, <..pause..> and did her repairs to 
her clothes and eh, travelled with her. 

 

Q. And did you wear a uniform? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So you wore just ordinary clothes? 

A. Just, yes. 

 

Q. And did you have a maid yourself to look after your room? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So how did you learn the type of tasks that you performed as a lady's maid? 
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A. Well I was always very good at sewing and looking after clothes and eh, when I was down in London I 
went to Garrett’s the Jewellers there to learn how to eh, clean and keep jewellery, like diamonds and 
pearls etc. 

 

Q. And could you describe a typical working day? 

A. Well, I mean every day was alike unless something special or occasion was on. And it was just calling 
the lady in the morning at quarter to seven and putting out the clothes she wanted to wear, and then, 
well, she changed again in the evening for dinner and you'd the evening dress with all the jewellery etc. 
to put out in the evening for her. 

 

Q. And how many hours did you work? 

A. Well it wasn't fixed hours because you were off in the afternoon. She never called you in the afternoon 
unless there was something special on, and then after dinner dressing you were free in the evening 
again. 

 

Q. And so did you have quite a lot of time off then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Like afternoons off? 

A. Yes, <..pause..> and evening after dinner. 

 

Q. And what were the wages? 

A. About two pound a week, with all your keep of course. 

 

Q. And were you happy with that? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So what did you do with your wages, did you save them? 

A. Och no. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you save them in the bank or? <..pause..> 

A. You couldn't save because you'd to keep always buying clothes. There was nothing to save. 

 

Q. And so how many servants were employed in the house? 

A. Oh I couldn't tell you that. There was a butler and valet and there was a housekeeper, a cook and all the 
various housemaids under the housekeeper. Then there was kitchen staff under the cook, head cook, 
and then there would be a hall-man. 

 

Q. And did they all live-in? 

A. Yes, more or less, yes. 

 

Q. So how did you get on with the other servants? 

A. Got on very well with them, yes. 

 

Q. Would you say that you had a better standard of living than the other maids because you were a lady's 
maid? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Was there any rivalry amongst the maids at all? 

A. Mmm, no, I shouldn't think so, no. 

 

Q. You mentioned you had a maid of your own, yes? 
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A. Yes. 

 

Q. And can you describe the house, what was it like or the mansion that you stayed in? 

A. Oh, Brodick Castle in the summer months and Auchmar in the winter months. 

 

Q. And were the rooms ornate with chandeliers and gilt work? 

A. Oh, gorgeous rooms, yes gorgeous. 

 

Q. With lots of lovely mirrors and paintings and things? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

 

Q. So how big was the family you worked for? How many people were in the family? 

A. Eh, six. Six of a family. 

 

Q. And how did you get on with your employer? 

A. Very well indeed, a lovely lady to work to. 

 

Q. Did you travel with the family? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. You mentioned that you went down to London? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And you mentioned one specific time when someone had the debutantes ball. Can you describe that? 

A. Well I actually wasn't at the ball, but I dressed her for it. 

 

Q. And how old was the girl? 

A. The girl was eighteen years. 

 

Q. And can you tell me what the gown was like? 

A. Her gown was white, I think it'd be lamé, and it had the train from the shoulders and eh, she had a 
diamond tiara on her head and a beautiful pink ostrich feather, that was what she carried. 

 

Q. And were you ever given articles of clothing as presents? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Or a brooch or anything as a memento? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Or a souvenir? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And did you mention that you lived-in? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So where did you sleep? 

A. I had a bedroom of my own. 

 

Q. So you didn't share a room? 

A. No. 
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Q. And how did you spend your time off, what did you do? 

A. Well I went walking, that was my favourite pastime. 

 

Q. And did you meet other servants and eh, go for walks with them? 

A. Occasionally. 

 

Q. And did you go to church on a Sunday? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. And were you homesick at all? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So did you enjoy being away from home? 

A. Yes, I did very much, <..pause..> it was because of the war I left. 

 

Q. So what did you do either before you were a lady's maid or after? 

A. I was more or less at home. I was at home before, helping, before I went there. 

 

Q. So did starting full-time work change your relationship with your parents at all in any way? 

A. No, none whatever. 

 

Q. And how much money did you have? Did you save it and give it to your mother? 

A. Well I used to give them perhaps something useful. A gift of something, something useful to them. 

 

Q. And how did you spend your free time away from work? Did you go to dances? 

A. Yes, dances and concerts. 

 

Q. And would that be with the rest of the servants? 

A. No, not always, no. 

 

Q. And did you play any sports? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Or any games like cards or Bridge or Whist? 

A. Oh, Whist, used to go to Whist Drives, <..pause..> and I belonged to a Dramatic Club. 

 

Q. And you mentioned that you went to church on Sundays as well? 

A. Yes, uh-huh, yes. 

 

Q. So did religion mean more to you as you got older? 

A. Just never really changed, it always meant something to me you know. 

 

Q. And did you take an interest in politics at this time at all? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And do you remember ever going away a holiday of any sort when you were working as a lady's maid or 
anything like that? 

A. Well I didn't go on holidays because when I was away from home I always came home for a holiday you 
know. 
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Q. And did your parents meet friends that you made at this time? 

A. Always took our friends home, yes. 

 

Q. And did they expect to know where you were? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did you have to be home by a certain time when you were out? 

A. Well, normally to be home by ten, but then as we got older we got a little longer out. (laughs) 

 

Q. So did you continue to work after you were a lady's maid then? 

A. <..pause..> Well I left the lady's maid and joined the WRENS. I left Brodick Castle and joined the WRENS, 
and I was in the WRENS for five years. 

 

Q. And can you describe what work you did or is it secret? 

A. It was a secret job I was in, uh-huh. 

 

Q. So were there newspaper adverts advertising ‘Come join the WRENS’ that you noticed or how did you 
apply then? 

A. Well my sister was in the WRENS, she joined up in Rosyth and eh, she said to me, "You know, you'll 
have to go into one of the forces because your job is not essential being a lady's maid.” So I went and I 
joined up in Glasgow. 

 

Q. And what hours did you work when you were a WREN? 

A. Well, nine 'til six and then when I was living in Quarters, I was living at home, for some time and eh, 
travelled back and forward to Glasgow and then when I went down to Liverpool I had to do; perhaps 
when I came home from the offices at six o'clock I had to go as Duty Officer in the Quarters that we 
lived in. There were three hundred girls, and I'd be Officer of the Watch 'til the early hours of the 
morning. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you were paid? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> well in Glasgow. I cannot remember the exact wage, but we were paid in Glasgow to the 
nearest ten shilling note, and when I was down in Liverpool we were paid to the nearest two shilling bit. 
But your wage was never the same, we got very poor wages. 

 

Q. So did you feel that was a fair wage or not? 

A. Well it was war time and you didn't expect to get a huge wage when you joined up. 

 

Q. Did you give any of the money to your mother? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So did you live in digs then? 

A. No, it was Naval Establishments we lived in. 

 

Q. And did men and women work together? 

A. Yes, <..pause..> I took over a man's job. It was a man that did the job that I was doing and he went to sea 
and I took the job on. I got trained for it. 

 

Q. Can you describe what the job was? 

A. (silence) 

 

Q. So was there a Work’s Club where you could all relax in the evening? 
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A. Mmm-hmm, yes, you could go to the Church of Scotland Club or the YMCA or the YWCA, you know if 
you were with a friend and em, there was Toc H we could go to. 

 

Q. And so did you like the work that you did when you were working in the WRENS? 

A. Very much. Very much. 

 

Q. And so how long did you do this work for? 

A. Oh all the time I was in for five years. 

 

Q. Five years? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. And what did you do after that? 

A. I came home for some time for a rest and em, then I went back with my last employer just to help them 
out. I went back there for two years. 

 

Q. Was that in your capacity as a lady's maid? 

A. Yes, uh-huh, yes, uh-huh, and I didn't like being in that sort of work again, not after being in the war, you 
know, in the WRENS, and em. <..pause..> I came back home and was at home for some time and then I 
got a job in the village and I worked in the ironmonger and the china shop there in the village. 

 

Q. And so can you describe the work that you did there then? 

A. I was the shop assistant. 

 

Q. So how did you get your job? Was it advertised in the local papers? 

A. It was advertised in the village. 

 

Q. And what hours did you work? 

A. Eh, from nine 'til six, half-day on a Wednesday. 

 

Q. And were there any breaks for meals? 

A. Yes, I got a quarter of an hour break in the morning and an hour for lunch and a quarter of an hour in 
the afternoon again. 

 

Q. And can you remember what you were paid? 

A. (laughs) 

 

Q. But did you feel that it was a fair wage? 

A. <..pause..> Yes. 

 

Q. And did you give some of that to your mother? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So did you like the work that you were doing? 

A. Yes, I liked to work and liked meeting people. 

 

Q. So was it heavy work at all? 

A. No, kept busy all day, but not heavy. 

 

Q. And was there a seat that you could sit on or did you have to always stand? 

A. No, there was a seat I could sit down for a rest. 
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Q. And what was the till like to operate? 

A. Well we had the old type till and then we got one of the new ones. A Gross machine. 

 

Q. But you still had to do mental arithmetic and work out how much to give? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Can you describe the till? 

A. Well it was an up-to-date Gross machine and you just gave the total roll and you gave the change and 
at night time the money in the till had to correspond with the total in the machine. 

 

Q. But is it somewhat different from the tills now? 

A. Yes, well, you got a change when the decimal currency came in, you got a more up-to-date Gross 
machine. 

 

Q. The tills now actually display for the sales assistant how much change you'd to give. 

A. Yes, but not in these days, it was the total and you'd to take the change out and then I had to have the 
same total in the machine at night as the money in the till. 

 

Q. So did you like the work? 

A. Yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. You described you liked meeting people? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And so did you work after that? 

A. <..pause..> I'm trying to think (laughs), <..pause..> no, no, I retired from that. 

 

Q. And can you remember the kind of medical care that there was when you were a child and as you grew 
up? 

A. Well there was one doctor in the village and eh, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Can you remember what kind of car he had? Did he have a car or a bike? 

A. He had a pony and trap [to] begin with and then he had the first car that was around here. <..pause..> 

 

Q. You can't remember what make it was? 

A. <..pause..> Am I right in saying an Argyll? It was more a touring type, the old heavy touring type. He had a 
chauffeur. 

 

Q. And was the doctor strict or friendly? 

A. He was strict to a point but very, very good doctor. 

 

Q. And did you have visits from a District Nurse at all? 

A. Yes, and the District Nurse used to walk it. She walked all around the area. 

 

Q. And did you have to pay for the doctor? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Were there any times when there were bad epidemics of things like diphtheria or anything like that? 

A. Mmm, not much of that, just the ordinary you know, like measles, chicken pox and all the sort of things 
that there are today. 
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Q. And so reminiscing and looking back on your childhood and the neighbourhood where you grew up, if 
any neighbours were ill or confined to bed, would the neighbours maybe help out? 

A. Oh yes, the neighbours were very good in that respect. 

 

Q. And where you lived, did all of the people have the same standard of living or would you say that some 
were better off than others? 

A. No, more or less all the same sort of standard of living. 

 

Q. And do you personally think of yourself as a member of a particular class, like working class or middle 
class? 

A. I would think middle class. 

 

Q. And did people do their shopping mostly in local corner shops? 

A. Not corner shops. They were bigger than corner shops, but as I said, Dumbarton was near hand and it 
was a big shopping area. 

 

Q. And could anyone go in the local shops and ask for credit or tick, looking back? 

A. I suppose they could, but my parents didn't believe in that sort of thing. 

 

Q. And looking back, was your area a friendly neighbourhood to live in? 

A. Very, yes very. <..pause..> Still is. 

 

Q. So do you have any memories of The First World War at all handed down to you by members of the 
family? Were any uncles or that injured? 

A. No, just my father's cousin that used to come eh, on his leave and spent his leave with us as a family. 

 

Q. And so how old would you be then? 

A. Oh I don't think I was at school then. I can just faintly remember them arriving in their khaki uniform, you 
know. 

 

Q. And do you have any memories of The Second World War? 

A. That's the one I was in. Well I was very happy in my work and em, certainly I never left the British Isles, 
but em, <..pause..> I could've gone abroad but eh, my parents were getting on in years, so my sister was 
out in Hong Kong and Australia, therefore I stayed on call if need be. But I enjoyed the five years I was 
in. 

 

Q. And you enjoyed your war work? 

A. Yes, <..pause..> it was tough, but, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Do you remember the rationing? 

A. Eh, well, we weren't rationed actually. Our food and everything was all in our keep you see. 

 

Q. So what was the food like in the WRENS’ canteen? Was it very good? 

A. Well there wasn't a canteen you see, we got fed at the Quarters we lived in. We'd our set meals, you 
see. There were cooks there and eh, people to serve the tables and everything, but we got good food. 

 

Q. And do you have any memories of a kind of community spirit engendered throughout The Second World 
War? 

A. Oh I think there was good community feeling, yes. Everyone was very, <..pause..> well, we didn't have 
much time for pleasure or anything, did we? It was a case of working and then, <..pause..> 
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Q. So you don't remember going to the pictures or the cinema on time off? 

A. Well it was blackout during the war. When I was down in Liverpool we didn't dare go to Lime Street 
unless we were going on the train because the Naval guards, they were there, 'cause the streets 
weren't safe for you walking. Because it was all blackout, there was not a light to be seen, that you 
weren't allowed out very much. You know you didn't have the privilege of just saying, "We'll go to the 
pictures tonight", because you'd to get permission. 

 

Q. And so did you have sing songs in the WRENS? 

A. Yes, oh yes, dances too in the Quarters, in the big hall. 

 

Q. Did you sing Vera Lynn songs? 

A. Yes, and there'd be dances and they'd perhaps ask the Naval men off some of the ships that were in for 
repair and they were in dock, you know. And the men would be invited and we'd have our meal and 
dancing, you know. 

 

Q. And what were the hair styles like in those days? 

A. Oh, we'd to keep our hair short. Our hair must be short above our collars. 

 

Q. And was permed hair the ‘In’ thing? 

A. Well mine's was permed alright, I was born like this. (laughs) You could have it permed or anything, but 
you couldn't have it over, you must have it above your collar. It had to be cut above your collar, your 
collar must be shown. 

 

Q. And your uniform, was it navy blue? 

A. Navy blue. Navy blue and white shirt, <..pause..> black tie. 

 

Q. And so did you spend the time that you were working as a shop assistant also looking after your mother 
and father? 

A. Yes, helped at home, yes. <..pause..> Very fond of gardening I was, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And have you lived here for a long time? 

A. I've been here for, <..pause..> about thirty odd years here. 

 

Q. And would you say you notice a change in all the time that you've lived here? 

A. No, I think the people are still the friendly people that we've always lived amongst you know. 
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1912 Worked on the Family Farm 

 
Interviewee Code S1 
Interview Conducted 1st June 1987 
Interviewer Karen Connal 
Transcribed by Karen Connal 
 

Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1912. 

 

Q. And where were you born? 

A. Just about a mile from where I'm living now, on a farm. 

 

Q. Right. And how long did you live there? 

A. Until I got married at twenty-two. 

 

Q. Twenty-two. So twenty-two years then! Did you have any brothers or sisters? 

A. Yes, I had two brothers and three sisters. 

 

Q. And can you remember the order? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, my brother older than I am, the other brother younger. And then a sister and then twin sisters. 

 

Q. Do you know how old your parents were when you were born? 

A. Oh roughly, mother about twenty-three father about twenty-six, twenty-seven. 

 

Q. And what was your father's job? 

A. Farmer. 

 

Q. So did he employ workers on the farm? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you know how many he employed? 

A. Three or four men and usually one or two women in the house. 

 

Q. Was that always your father's occupation? Was that sort of passed down from farm? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, yes. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was it servants you had in the house? 

A. Yes, we had two usually in the house. Two women. 

 

Q. Can you remember the sort of work they used to do? 

A. All the usual housework, milking, dairy work and the usual household chores. 

 

Q. And what did your mother do then? 

A. Oh she, she just worked with the rest. Just the same it was all hands to the pump. She had her family to 
bring up as well of course. 

 

Q. Do you know if your mother had a job before she got married? 

A. No, she was a farmer's daughter as well. 
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Q. I see. So your mother looked after the children as well as working? 

A. As well as working generally, yes. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Yes, they did regularly. 

 

Q. Denomination? 

A. Church of Scotland! 

 

Q. Church of Scotland, of course. Were they interested in politics? 

A. Not really, no. 

 

Q. Did they never become interested later on? 

A. I believe my father was in the Conservative Association for a while but em, <..pause..> that was just 
general interest. He wasn't interested in politics really. 

 

Q. Now you'll probably say that they had no spare time but if they did have spare time what would they do 
in their spare time? 

A. Terrible difficult to say. My father was quite active in local matters. He was in the School Management 
Committee which is a committee they don't have now. He did quite a lot of work with that. Apart from 
that really I don't think there was very much spare time in those days. 

 

Q. Was there a Women's Guild or anything? 

A. There was no Women's Guild that I know of then. There wasn't even the Women's Rural in those days. 
That came later. 

 

Q. Did your mum knit or sew or? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, she did a lot of knitting and sewing. Unfortunately she died very young. She was only thirty-eight 
when she died when my twin sisters were only two years old. 

 

Q. That was a shame. <..pause..> What about sport? Were they interested in sport? 

A. Not really, no. My father was quite interested in helping the young men of the district to form a 
Recreation Club they called it. He helped them to form that and gave them some equipment to start that 
off for the young men in the parish. 

 

Q. That was very good. A sort of Youth Club type of thing? 

A. I suppose now you would call it a Youth Club but it's still going strong, very strong. The Buchanan 
Recreation Club. Carpet bowls was their main game and it was he who helped them to start that. 

 

Q. That's awful interesting. Do you have any memories of your parents' house, the farmhouse? Can you 
remember anything about the rooms and where you slept and things like that? Can you describe? 
<..pause..> 

A. Oh yes, yes. It was a fairly large house, there was a large kitchen, the usual farm kitchen, a scullery, 
dairy premises, six bedrooms upstairs, a maid's room downstairs. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Just one maid's room? 

A. Yes, just one maid's room. 

 

Q. Did just one of the girls sleep-in? 

A. No, they both slept-in. It was just the accepted thing in those days that the two girls occupied the room. 

 

Q. So did you have a bedroom on your own? 
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A. With my sister. The boys in one room. In fact when the twins grew up a bit, there were the four of us in 
one room. It was a very large bedroom but the rooms were large. 

 

Q. Yes, I believe so. What were the washing arrangements? 

A. Mmm, <..pause..> scrub-a-dub-dub!! Oh do you mean personal washing? No, the washing of clothes and 
household things. 

 

Q. Did you have a wash-house? 

A. No, that was done out in the back scullery. There was a big sink, washboard and we had a boiler with 
water boiling. Em. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Who did the washing? Your mum? <..pause..> 

A. <..pause..> And the maids, yes. 

 

Q. There would be a lot, wouldn't there? 

A. There was a lot. There was a lot, yes. Looking back on it now, it seems like a whole days' job, washing 
their clothes and hanging them out. 

 

Q. Yes, I believe it was a one day job. 

A. Yes, yes it was. 

 

Q. And did the servants’ clothes; did everything just get washed together? Or did they have to do their 
own? 

A. I think they did their own. From what I remember they did their own, yes. There was the household 
washing and then the personal washing, like the clothes. 

 

Q. And were they like part of the family? The girls that did the, helped with the housework? 

A. With the work yes, but they ate in the kitchen and usually, not always we ate in our living room. But 
quite often at breakfast time, everyone ate in the kitchen. Just round the big kitchen table. Breakfast 
time that was always the rush. Get the morning chores done. 

 

Q. What about the farm hands? Did they ever eat with you? 

A. Yes, they came in and had their meal in the kitchen too. They had a bothy. 

 

Q. Was that part of their sort of wage? 

A. It would be, yes. The married ploughman had a cottage. The unmarried men were in the bothy. 

 

Q. Can you remember, would you know any wages that they got paid? I don't suppose you would. 

A. Oh I really don't know. I've no idea. I suppose it would be something like maybe five shillings a week for 
the girls, I've no idea, with their keep but that was the sort of thing in those days. Looking back on it now 
it seems dreadful but you know, a penny was a lot of money in those days. 

 

Q. That's right, a big difference from now! Now, did your father help your mother with any jobs about the 
house? Was that the normal? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. He was very good in the house, in fact after my mother died, he helped tremendously in the house 
with all sorts of household chores. 

 

Q. That was good. What about with the children, yourselves, was he good with you? 

A. Yes, he was very good with children, yes, he loved children. 

 

Q. And did you have jobs, set jobs, tasks to do about the house? 

A. Oh yes, when my sister and I left school, well we had to help with the milking, the dairy, baking, cooking 
and we used to do it week about. One week we would be in the dairy and the other in the kitchen doing 
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the baking and then we'd change over the next week. We took it in turns to do the dairy work and the 
kitchen work. By the time we grew up we only had one maid. We didn't have two maids when we grew 
up. 

 

Q. And when you were still little and at school did you have tasks to do then? 

A. Yes, help to feed the calves, run little errands, things like that. 

 

Q. And did you enjoy it? 

A. Looking back on it now, we did. It was just all accepted that, that was what we did. 

 

Q. Can you remember what sort of meals you used to have then? 

A. Always porridge in the morning with something else, egg, or sausage or bacon, depending on what was 
going. Usually soup at dinner time and a main course. 

 

Q. You had your main meal, <..pause..> in the middle of the day? 

A. In the middle of the day. High tea, something, about five o'clock. 

 

Q. And what was that, bread and? <..pause..> 

A. Usually something cooked. And then the milking was done and then there was always something before 
we went to bed, a cup of tea and something to eat before we went to bed. A scone or biscuit or 
something like that. 

 

Q. And what was bedtime usually? 

A. Half-past nine. 

 

Q. Half-past nine! 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What time did you have to get up then in the morning? 

A. Six o'clock in the summer, half-past six in the winter. 

 

Q. So now, shopping. If your parents had to do any shopping? <..pause..> 

A. In those days vans came round and supplied almost all our daily needs. A baker, a butcher, all these 
sort of things were brought to the door. 

 

Q. There were no shops in the area as such? 

A. There were no shops here. The nearest shops were in Drymen, four miles away. 

 

Q. So clothes and things, did your mother make your clothes for you? 

A. She made a lot of clothes, yes, she did. Especially for the girls, not so much for the boys but knitted 
jerseys and all that sort of thing, she did. 

 

Q. What about your shoes? She would have had to buy them? 

A. Oh we had to buy our shoes, yes, and boots. It was boots in those days. 

 

Q. And did the vans that came round, did they sell that sort of thing? 

A. No, we usually had to go to a shop for our footwear. 

 

Q. Did you go shopping with your mother a lot at all? 

A. Occasionally. 
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Q. I suppose you would need to, to get the shoes and things? 

A. To get the shoes and things but, <..pause..> we didn't very often go away from home. 

 

Q. Now, did you celebrate special occasions like birthdays, Christmas, New Year, Easter? 

A. Em, <..pause..> birthdays, there was always a dumpling at least, whatever else! Christmas yes. We hung 
our stockings for Christmas. It wasn't celebrated quite so much as it is now but New Year was a very 
special occasion. Everybody got a holiday on New Year's day, yes. Although the milking had to be 
done. That's one thing you couldn't avoid. But everybody got a holiday on New Year's day. 

 

Q. And did you get a lot of presents for your birthday or was it always? <..pause..> 

A. No we didn't get a lot of presents. Money was very scarce in those days. We usually got something. It 
would be something quite small but we always got something. 

 

Q. Now did your parents ever play games with you? A lot of games with you, you know how you were 
saying your father was very good with you? 

A. I think we children played games ourselves with neighbouring children. We played lots of games. My 
father used to play card games with us, ‘Happy Families’, various card games like that in the evenings 
in the winter time. Outside games, do you mean? 

 

Q. Inside? 

A. Inside. Well, that was just about it. We would play ‘Hunt the Thimble’, things like that in the house but 
most of our games were outside games. 

 

Q. Books, did you have a lot of books? 

A. Yes, books were a great thing. I can remember that, Reading to me was one of the great pleasures in 
life ever since I was quite small. I used to get into trouble for picking up a book and forgetting that there 
was work to be done! I've still got that! If I can't read I'm not happy. 

 

Q. Was there a library at all near hand? 

A. There wasn't a library, no. But we seemed to have quite a lot of books in the house and, <..pause..> 
Woolworth’s came along and my father used to get books in Woolworth’s for sixpence. 

 

Q. Did they have a van? 

A. No, but when he went to town, he would go to market every so often, he always brought us something 
back; a sweet or something and quite often he would have a book. I can still remember the books he 
brought and quite often they were from Woolworth’s at sixpence a time. 

 

Q. So I take it your parents were great readers as well? 

A. When they had time yes. Yes my father was very, perhaps I shouldn't say brainy but he was bright. He 
did three years at the Technical College, he did Animal Husbandry there. He was good at attending to 
his own animals. He never sent for the vet unless it [was] something beyond his capabilities. 

 

Q. Was that when he was younger or? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, before he was married, he did three years at the Technical College and I can remember him 
treating animals and doing small operations. When the vet came he says; "Well I know when you send 
for me it's something really serious." 

 

Q. Was it mostly animals that you had on the farm? 

A. Oh yes. Cows, horses, sheep, yes. 

 

Q. Newspapers or magazines, do you remember what was going about? 

A. ‘The Glasgow Herald’ and ‘The Bulletin’. ‘The People's Friend’ for mother! That's the only ones I really 
remember about. 
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Q. I didn't realize it was out then? 

A. Yes, my father brought the first issue of The Bulletin home from Glasgow and he ordered it as a regular 
thing. So it was The Glasgow Herald and The Bulletin. 

 

Q. So did you go visiting friends and neighbours and that? 

A. Oh yes. I think we did more visiting in those days than we do now. It was quite regular to go visiting on a 
Sunday afternoon. Our parents in the evenings, we were small, we didn't go out so much in the 
evenings until we grew up but we seemed to have quite a social life really. Looking back on it now, it 
was all so simple but it was so enjoyable. In the winter time we had what we called 'surprise parties'. 
Someone would go and tell a neighbour, 'Oh I'm coming to see you on such and such an evening.” But 
not only would that person arrive and her husband or whatever but there might be a dozen or twenty 
others! And they all brought eatables and had a wonderful evening, singsongs, dancing and so forth 
and spent an evening with friends. That was quite a, <..pause..> 

 

Q. That was lovely. The children as well? Did they go too? 

A. Not the children, no. I would say you would have to be in your teens to get to that sort of thing but I can 
remember going to these surprise parties when we were in our teens and they really made a wonderful 
evening. 

 

Q. Did you ever go away for a holiday when you were a child with your parents? 

A. Yes, we always went to visit the grandparents. 

 

Q. And where did they live? 

A. In Campbeltown, Southend. And that was wonderful. It was the steamer from the Clyde to 
Campbeltown. 

 

Q. And would that be day trips or? <..pause..> 

A. No, the steamers ran regularly then. We got the train from Balloch into Glasgow, the train from Glasgow 
out to Fairlie and the steamer from there into Campbeltown and we usually stayed a fortnight or so. 
Visited the grandparents and relatives. 

 

Q. Uh-huh, that sounds lovely. Eh, <..pause..> a wedding. Do you remember a wedding in the family? You 
attending a wedding when you were a child maybe? 

A. I can't remember a wedding when I was a child, no. My grandparents' Golden Wedding, we went to that 
but you see we were far away from our relatives. My father was the only one who was in this area of his 
family. That we didn't get many chances to go to weddings. 

 

Q. Now, Sundays, what was a typical Sunday like, did you go to church with your parents? 

A. Yes, we usually went to church, Sunday School. <..pause..> 

 

Q. In the morning? 

A. In the morning, sometimes the Sunday School was in the afternoon. It was a very quiet day, we weren't 
allowed our usual rowdy games on a Sunday, we had to be very quiet. It was a day of rest. Not so much 
so as in the Highlands. We still cooked and did the general housework, but apart from the milking which 
had to be done, that was the only general work which was done on a Sunday. 

 

Q. Did you have special clothes that you wore? 

A. Oh, yes, yes we had special clothes for church which had to be removed very quickly when we came 
home. (laughs) 

 

Q. Can you describe any of the clothes that you had for the Sunday? 

A. It's rather difficult, we thought they were lovely, they were longer than the present day children wear. 

 

Q. What colours? Was it usually dark colours and white? 
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A. We had white dresses with lace trimmings with sashes, blue or pink sashes for parties and special 
occasions. The ordinary clothes, <..pause..> well, no we had colours, blues and greens and, <..pause..> 
pretty colours, yes. 

 

Q. What about school clothes? 

A. They were usually a school uniform and, I suppose you would call them gym slips with jerseys or 
blouses worn under. The boys of course wore their knee length trousers, a jacket and a jersey. 

 

Q. Would your mother make your school uniforms as well? 

A. I don't think so. I can't remember her making the school uniforms, she did make skirts. I can still see a 
roll of navy blue tweed, which was made from our own sheep's wool at the local mill and that roll of blue 
tweed was made into all sorts of skirts and dresses as long as it lasted. 

 

Q. Did you say prayers or grace at the table? 

A. My father always said grace at the table, yes. 

 

Q. So was it quite important to the family, religion? 

A. Yes, it was. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on outings with Sunday School? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Were you in the choir? 

A. Yes. (laughs) I think I would be about twelve or thirteen when I went into the church choir, quite small 
and I was in it, I shudder to think how many years, something like forty, fifty years. Until my voice more 
or less gave out. 

 

Q. Do you remember any Sunday School outings? 

A. We didn't go very far afield because it was a horse-drawn wagonette and we didn't go very far afield in 
those days. 

 

Q. Is that what you had, the horse-drawn? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. The childrens’ Christmas treat which everybody looked forward to. The Duchess of Montrose in 
those days gave us a treat at the Castle and that was a wonderful day. Sometimes we walked, 
sometimes we were in wagonettes, down to the castle. It was about I'd say, about maybe fully a two 
mile walk. We had tea and then an entertainment, magic lantern, as it was in those days, or a conjurer, 
something very exciting for the children. And then every child was presented with a gift, the Duchess 
herself presented every child with a gift. 

 

Q. What sort of thing did you get? Can you remember what you got? 

A. It could be a book, it could be a doll, all sorts of things. It really was very good. 

 

Q. Were there lots of children? 

A. At that time there were something between fifty and sixty children in our school. 

 

Q. And all of them got asked? 

A. All of them got a gift. 

 

Q. Now we were talking about games you used to play as a child. Your toys, what sort of toys did you 
have, and were they homemade? 

A. I suppose so, we didn't have very many toys, the girls had dolls. I can't remember that the boys had 
much in the way of toys, it's difficult to think back now. <..pause..> We had Girds, do you know what a 
Gird is? It was a metal hoop with a Cleek and we used to run with that. 
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Q. Oh yes, I've heard it described before. 

A. Yes. We always had a football of some kind. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Oh, yes we played all together, Hide and Seek, Relievo, Kick the Can. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty or did it not? <..pause..> 

A. It didn't matter, no. We got dirty, yes. 

 

Q. And were you free to play with anyone you pleased? There were no stipulations? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes. There were no stipulations as to who played with us, no. We used to go down the burn a lot, we 
guddled for trout in the summertime, yes. 

 

Q. Who taught you to do that? 

A. I think it was a natural instinct, I don't know. (laughs) But boys and girls did that, yes. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies? Were you keen on anything in particular? 

A. Not as such, I don't think we had hobbies. I can't remember. 

 

Q. Who did you play with the most? Was it just your brothers and sisters or? <..pause..> 

A. Yes and the ploughman's children and there were the children, the chauffeur's children at the Manse. 
Quite a lot of children. The farm was a wonderful place for other children to come. 

 

Q. Did you have any pets? Obviously plenty of animals, but did you? <..pause..> 

A. Cats, kittens, we always had dogs, sheepdogs. 

 

Q. Were any of them allowed in the house or would that be? <..pause..> 

A. The cats were in the house, the dogs, no. The dogs were looked upon as work dogs and they had their 
bed in the barn, but the cats were in the house, yes. 

 

Q. I was thinking of farm cats, they had to stay outside as well but? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, there were cats outside as well, but there was usually one or two favoured ones. 

 

Q. Now, what about yourself, were you sporty at all? 

A. No, I don't think I would describe myself as sporty. I think when I grew up, <..pause..> work was the main 
thing. I often say I grew up in the hungry thirties when money was very scarce. There wasn't money to 
spare for anything out-with the, what would you say, the working of the farm. We always had a new 
outfit for summer and the alternate year it would be for the winter. But, <..pause..> we made quite a lot of 
our own clothes after mother died, we did quite well ourselves, my sister and I, making summer dresses 
mostly. We didn't have a great many but we always seemed to have plenty. 

 

Q. You were saying that you mother died quite young? 

A. I was only thirteen when she died. 

 

Q. And the twins were only two? 

A. Two. 

 

Q. So, what happened with the twins, did you all just? <..pause..> 

A. Well, we had a housekeeper for a spell and then by the time she left, I was fifteen, sixteen. We had a 
maid who was maybe in her thirties and between us we managed just to carry on. And then eventually 
my father married again about three-and-a-half years after my mother died. But, <..pause..> we managed. 
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Q. So, yourself again, when you were a child were there Guides or Brownies or anything like that? Did you 
go to any of these things? 

A. I can't remember. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Youth Organisations? 

A. The Band of Hope. I don't suppose you'll ever have heard of the Band of Hope? Yes? We went to the 
Band of Hope, yes. 

 

Q. The Recreation Club that your father started, was that just for the young men? 

A. That was for the young men, yes. He helped to start it, I won't say that he started it but he was helpful 
and supportive to the young men who wanted it. They had to have someone who could guide them and 
get things done. 

 

Q. Did you go to picture houses or theatres? 

A. Very, very seldom. That was a red letter day if we got to a picture house. 

 

Q. Where was the nearest? 

A. Glasgow, yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember any particular film that you would have seen? 

A. Oh, it's terribly difficult now looking back. They were silent films of course in those days, yes. I can't 
think of anything off hand just at the moment. I hadn't given that a thought when I was thinking about the 
things I might say to you. 

 

Q. Was that really a special day? 

A. Oh yes, that was a special occasion, yes. 

 

Q. Pocket money, did your parents give you any pocket money? 

A. Only if we were going places. 

 

Q. And did you choose what you would spend it on or? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What did you spend it on? 

A. Well, what do children usually spend it on? Sweeties. (laughs) 

 

Q. Starting at school, before you went to school did you know how to read and write at all? Did your 
parents ever teach you anything before going to school? 

A. No, I didn't know how to read and write. I went to school when I was four and a half. I didn't learn to 
read and write before I went to school as far as I can remember. 

 

Q. And how far away was the school? 

A. A mile. 

 

Q. And you just walked to school? 

A. We walked it, yes. 

 

Q. The type of school it was, was it? <..pause..> 

A. Looking back now, I'd say it was a very good school. A country school with very good teachers who took 
an interest in their children. 
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Q. Boys and girls mixed? 

A. Yes, it was a mixed class, yes. 

 

Q. What did you think of the teachers, could you talk to them? Was there a relaxed atmosphere where you 
could talk to them and discuss matters or? <..pause..> 

A. In those days I think we held our teachers in awe. Quite different from the present day pupils. I can 
remember we were very well behaved, we wouldn't dare misbehave in school. 

 

Q. If somebody did, was there a punishment? 

A. Oh yes, the strap. Usually just one strap across the hand, unless it was something very awful. But I 
don't know that we ever discussed things very much, unless we were discussing a specific subject with 
the teachers. 

 

Q. Were they strict about things like punctuality, tidiness, ways of speaking? 

A. Yes, very strict that we spoke grammatically and wrote grammatically. I don't think they interfered too 
much with accent, but we had to be very, <..pause..> Well, if we were writing a sentence it had to be 
grammatically written. 

 

Q. What sort of subjects did you get? 

A. All the usual subjects: History, Geography, Arithmetic and then we came to what you would call the 
Higher Grade. You could have French and Latin, Science. We had a sewing teacher and a cookery 
teacher for the girls. The boys would get extra subjects from the headmaster while the girls were getting 
their Domestic Science. 

 

Q. The boys and girls were split at that time? 

A. They were split at that time. 

 

Q. And you've already described what you wore to school. What were your shoes like then or was it boots? 

A. Boots generally. We had sandshoes for drill days. We called it drill, what do they call it now? Gym or 
something like that gymnastics. But you know, we played cricket and the girls and boys joined in, in 
cricket in the summertime, <..pause..> because they needed the girls to make up teams! 

 

Q. Was that the only reason? <..pause..> 

A. Possibly! (laughs) 

 

Q. So, what did you do at playtimes, was it just the usual games? 

A. Just the usual games around the playground, Hide and Seek, Tig. That was it. Skipping ropes for the 
girls, Peever. Do you know what Peever is? 

 

Q. I do, yes. 

A. That's the general thing, yes. 

 

Q. So, did you go on to another school after you left Primary School? I know you went on to a Higher 
Grade, was that at the same school? 

A. Yes. Buchanan School took you right onto University level at that time, yes, there was a sixth year, you 
could go on to the sixth year. 

 

Q. And what age did you yourself leave school? 

A. I left school at fourteen, after mother died. There was no option. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on to any education later on? 

A. No, I didn't. I just went on with my reading. I read everything I could lay my hands on. 
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Q. If you had had the chance, would you have stayed on longer? 

A. I don't really think so. I quite enjoyed school when I was there and I was quite good at French, but I 
don't think I would have gone on to do anything other than come home and help on the farm. I think 
being the eldest girl, <..pause..> made it obvious that I was needed at home. 

 

Q. So, did you never have any other part-time job? 

A. No. 

 

Q. You just worked on the farm? 

A. Yes, I worked on the farm. 

 

Q. Could you describe some of the jobs you used to do? 

A. Everything, milking, dairy work, cooking, baking, helped in the garden, fed the cattle, fed the animals, 
even cleaned out the byre, mucked the byre as we called it. Apart from the obvious men's work, we did 
practically a bit of everything. We didn't plough, we didn't do any of these jobs. 

 

Q. That was just taken for granted that the men did that? 

A. That was just taken for granted that the men did that. 

 

Q. And you described to me the last time, making cheese? 

A. Oh yes, making cheese was a very heavy job. It was a case of starting in the morning, early. The milk 
from the evening before was put into a large container and then the morning milk was added and then 
that milk was heated up to blood heat. The rennet was added. <..pause..> 

 

Q. How was it heated? 

A. The container had a double skin and hot water was poured in, boiling water was poured in and the milk 
was all stirred up until it came up to the required heat, then the water was run off. The rennet was 
added and stirred thoroughly and then it was all covered up and then it was time for breakfast. You had 
your breakfast while the rennet did it's work. 

 

Q. That was all done before breakfast? 

A. That was all done before breakfast, yes. By the time breakfast was finished and the place cleared up, 
<..pause..> the curd was ready for cutting. It was cut with two sets of knives, horizontal and perpendicular 
rows of knives. Up and down and that was all cut across, up and down and that reduced the curd into 
small portions. That was stirred with a large wooden hand-rake until it came to a certain consistency. 
When it reached that stage the whey then was extracted. You put a sieve on an outlet and the whey 
was run off. The curd was left and that was moved into a shallow container where it was salted and 
stirred up, covered up and left to solidify. And then when that got to the proper stage, it was cut into 
sections and again left for a certain time. 

 

Q. How long did all this take? 

A. Oh, this took practically the whole day into the afternoon. Then when these sections came to a certain 
stage of ripeness or whatever, they were put through a cutting machine. They were put into a big 
container, and a hand-wheel, just like a mincing machine. And then they were packed into ‘chizzets’ we 
called them. Large wooden containers with a cloth, scrim cloth, a lid put on the top and put into the 
cheese presses and pressure was exerted. Then you screwed a wheel until it was tight down on the lid 
and all the excess moisture was squeezed out. The next day it was squeezed again, until there was 
definitely no more moisture there. Then that was taken out of that chizzett, a dry cloth put on and back 
in for more pressure and then eventually after three or four days, that was taken out. The cheese was 
rubbed with lard all over and it was bandaged, a cloth across the top and then round the side, just like 
bandaging a limb, round and round and round. And then it was put onto shelves, turned every day. We 
were quite lucky, our shelves turned with a swivel, but I know some places where they had to be turned 
by hand every day and if you had twenty or thirty of those big cheeses weighing about fifty pounds or 
more to turn, <..pause..> and that was the daily darg with cheese, that had to be done every day. 

 

Q. Every day? 
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A. Every day that whole routine had to be gone through. It was very hard work. 

 

Q. So did you have a sort of rota system whereby everybody was getting their turn as well? 

A. Mostly it was my mother who did the raking and the attending to the making of the cheese. Anybody 
else could take them out of the chizett and rub them with lard, but the making of the cheese was the 
important part, to get everything just right. 

 

Q. And what happened to all that cheese? 

A. It was sold to wholesalers. They came round at intervals and they would go round and test all the 
cheeses and they'd, say "I want that one, that one, that one,” <..pause..> and whatever, the ones they 
liked. They would take them and then they would be sold to the retail trade. 

 

Q. I see, and how long would it last? 

A. That went on all summer, it was a summer job certainly, we didn't make much cheese in winter, we 
didn't have so much milk in the winter. The cows all calved in the spring time. 

 

Q. And how long would the cheese keep for? 

A. Indefinitely, yes. 

 

Q. And that was with no preservatives or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh, no preservatives whatever. The only thing that was in the cheese was the rennet to start it off and 
salt to flavour it. <..pause..> After mother died, well she was ill for two years practically before she died, 
we stopped making cheese. 

 

Q. Oh, was it never made again? 

A. We made it in small quantities, just more or less to have cheese for ourselves. But we didn't ever make 
the big quantities of cheese again. 

 

Q. It was a lot of hard work? 

A. Oh a lot of hard work yes. 

 

Q. Now, after you left school. <..pause..> How did you spend your free time then, after you had done your 
day's work? 

A. Well with a family the size of ours, there was always something to be done in the way of mending, 
knitting, sewing. Even then there wasn't very much free time. 

 

Q. Did you not get out much at all? 

A. We did get out. After I left school I joined the Women's Rural Institute. I attended it regularly and did 
quite a lot there. That got me out quite a bit. We had our choir practices, we had, <..pause..> Bible classes 
on the Sunday evenings. Our lives were very simple then you know. 

 

Q. Were there many dances? 

A. There were dances, yes, not many but we did have dances. 

 

Q. Did you get more into town to see the theatre or? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. After my father married again we did get out and about a bit more and my sister and I used to go to 
Glasgow for music lessons. 

 

Q. What did you learn to play? 

A. She learned the piano, I tried to learn the violin. 

 

Q. Unsuccessfully? 
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A. Up to a point, yes. I enjoyed it. It gave me an interest in music which I wouldn't otherwise have had. I've 
been very grateful for that, I learned to appreciate good music. I also took singing lessons, which didn't 
lead anywhere, but again, I enjoyed it because it gave me an appreciation of music and how it should 
be produced. 

 

Q. Did you get music at school? 

A. Yes, we did get music at school. That was one of the other lessons which was very popular. We had an 
elderly lady who was the church organist and a qualified musician who gave us music lessons. Just 
singing. Some pupils she taught to play the piano. 

 

Q. Why was it just some? 

A. I presume they wanted to, or their parents wanted them to. Yes, she taught them at home not at school. 

 

Q. And what about money, with you working on the farm did you just get a certain amount to buy your own 
clothes and shoes or something? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. You didn't have a wage? 

A. We didn't have a set wage, no. We got money to get things that we wanted to get. Nowadays it's quite 
different, they all have set wages. But again as I explained, we grew up when money was very scarce. 
We all knew it was very scarce and that, <..pause..> we all had to be very careful. 

 

Q. And who managed the money, would it still be your father? 

A. My father. Yes. 

 

Q. So food for the house, <..pause..> things like that? 

A. Oh yes, my mother did that, my stepmother when she came along did that, yes. 

 

Q. What about Sundays then when you were older, when you left the school was it much the same? You 
had your Bible class at night? 

A. Yes but Sunday was less strict then as we grew up. We didn't have the same restrictions, no. And we 
could go and visit or do anything we wanted on a Sunday afternoon or Sunday evening. 

 

Q. And as you got older did you sort of grow away from religion a bit more or was it still quite? <..pause..> 

A. No, I don't think so, religion was always a very central part of our lives. It was just slightly different. We 
weren't forced to go to church or anything like that. It was just the accepted thing. 

 

Q. Politics, did you start to take an interest in politics as you got older? 

A. Not really, no. Politics didn't play any great part in our lives at all. 

 

Q. Holidays, did you ever go away? 

A. We still only went to visit the grandparents. 

 

Q. Still just the whole family went together, you never went? <..pause..> 

A. Uh huh. Well, when we grew up we took it in turns, we didn't all go away at once. 

 

Q. Now, was it possible for you to get out and about and meet new friends or did you still sort of socialize 
with just your family? 

A. Oh no, we could get around and visit other people and eventually we did get a car. We had a car and 
my brother learned to drive and we got around quite a bit and spread our wings a little. 

 

Q. Were there special places where boys and girls could meet then? 

A. Not as they have now, but eh, <..pause..> 
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Q. Would it just be at dances? 

A. Yes at dances mostly. Whist Drives were another regular thing, usually with a Whist Drive you had a 
short dance after the Whist Drive and that gave us quite a lot of pleasure. 

 

Q. Did your father want to meet your friends, did he insist on meeting them or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes, he usually knew all our friends. 

 

Q. And if you went out did he stipulate a time that you had to be back by or? <..pause..> 

A. He wouldn't tell us to be back by a certain time, but we knew we had to be back reasonably early 
because it was an early start the next morning. 

 

Q. So, what age were you when you got married? 

A. Twenty-two. 

 

Q. And how long had you known your husband then? 

A. All my life. 

 

Q. Oh I see! 

A. Well we only lived a mile apart. 

 

Q. And what age was your husband when you got married? 

A. He would be twenty seven. 

 

Q. So how did you meet? It must have been as you were growing up. 

A. Well we met at all the local functions, I don't know, it's just one of those things that gradually, <..pause..> 
evolved, as you might say. 

 

Q. And was he from the same background as yourself? 

A. No he was here. Quite a different life from mine. 

 

Q. What was his? 

A. Working with boats. 

 

Q. So did you get engaged first? 

A. We did. We were engaged for a year before we got married. 

 

Q. Setting up home then after you got engaged did you start saving money and planning where you were 
going to stay and things like that? 

A. Yes. <..pause..> He eventually decided he would build a house for us and this is the house he built. It's 
been added to since it was originally built but it's still the same house. 

 

Q. And furniture and things, did you buy everything yourselves? 

A. We were very lucky, our relatives were very kind to us when we got married. We got quite a lot of 
furniture in wedding presents, yes. Both my parents and his parents. He had two aunts who had no 
family, they were very generous. But we started off quite comfortably. We didn't have everything that we 
wanted, we gradually built up over the years, but we had all the essentials. 

 

Q. Can describe your wedding. What you wore? Where was the wedding? 

A. Yes. I wore a white satin backed moracain dress, I can still remember that, and it had a slight diagonal 
stripe in the material, it had a cowl neck-line, with a lovely brooch holding the cowl down. It had a 
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fishtail, would you call it? A layer of frills from the waist with a small train, and each little frill of material 
was wider as it went down to the hem. It was rather attractive. 

 

Q. Did you get it made? 

A. No I bought it readymade. It had pointed cuffs which came over my hands. 

 

Q. Beautiful? 

A. It was. Very close fitting with the wide skirt at the back. 

 

Q. And shoes, what was the? <..pause..> 

A. White satin shoes. And a veil, white net veil. 

 

Q. So where did you get married, was it in the local church? 

A. In our local church. 

 

Q. And did you have a reception? 

A. Oh yes we had the reception in the local hall. We were rather unlucky at the time that the local tea room 
and the local hotel were both being sold and we couldn't have the reception in either. So we had it in the 
local hall and got a friend to do the catering for us. 

 

Q. And how many came to the reception? 

A. About a hundred. 

 

Q. That was big, wasn't it? 

A. Yes, it seemed so, yes. But we had a very big family and that was it. 

 

Q. Now, did you have a honeymoon? 

A. Yes we did. 

 

Q. How long did you? <..pause..> 

A. We were away for a fortnight. We spent the first couple of days in Edinburgh then we went down to 
London, <..pause..> which was another world to me. It was quite exciting. We spent a week or more in 
London and then we went to stay with one of my uncles who lived just outside London. I think we had 
two days with him and his wife. Illford, Illford. 

 

Q. What did you think of city life then? 

A. Oh it was tremendous, we walked our feet off. (laughs) We went to all the usual places: Madame 
Tussaud's, St Paul’s, Westminster, you name it, we seemed to do it. 

 

Q. It must have been great fun. 

A. It was fantastic. We went by train and came home by train. 

 

Q. How long was the journey by train then? 

A. Oh it was about eight hours. 

 

Q. I suppose it must have been. 

A. Yes, from Edinburgh to London then we came back to Glasgow. It would be about seven or eight hours, 
I couldn't tell you quite frankly offhand. 

 

Q. Now, your husband ran the boat yard? 

A. Yes he always, <..pause..> 
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Q. And did he always do that? 

A. Yes. <..pause..> He also took his three years at the Technical College. 

 

Q. Oh he did? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So when did you start a family then, how long had you been married? 

A. A year, one year exactly. We were married in January and our elder son was born the following 
January. 

 

Q. And did you help your husband in the boat yard? 

A. Not much because his mother took ill just after we got married and most of my time was spent looking 
after her for quite a long time. 

 

Q. Was it presumed when you got married that you wouldn't work anymore? 

A. Oh yes, that was the accepted thing in those days, that once I was married I would just be housekeeper 
or whatever you like to call it. 

 

Q. So how many children did you have? 

A. Two boys. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. No I wanted more children. Unfortunately I took a heart condition and I was warned not to have any 
more children. 

 

Q. I see. Did you know anything about birth control or that sort of thing? 

A. Not really, not really, very little. 

 

Q. Did you know where you could find out, was the doctor any help? 

A. It was never spoken about in those days. 

 

Q. Did the doctor not help? 

A. You'd more or less got to find out for yourself. There were various books. <..pause..> I don't think we ever 
thought of asking the doctor. 

 

Q. What about chidbirth, labour, did you know what was ahead of you or? <..pause..> 

A. Just what the doctor again told us. What to do and all the rest of it. 

 

Q. Did your stepmother - could you talk to her? 

A. No, she never had any children of her own. 

 

Q. I see, so she couldn't help you? 

A. No she couldn't help at all. 

 

Q. If you needed advice, was there nobody you could speak to about? <..pause..> 

A. I suppose I could have asked my mother-in-law, but it never, ever occurred to me. We had a lady doctor 
who was very good, yes, she was very kind to me, and we had our babies at home, there was no 
hospital for babies in those days. 

 

Q. And who was in attendance then? 

A. The doctor and the local nurse, <..pause..> who was also midwife. 
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Q. Did you know what to expect at all? 

A. Only in general terms. The doctor told me what to expect when the labour pains began and send for 
her. 

 

Q. You were lucky to have a lady doctor? 

A. Yes I think we were very lucky to have a lady doctor, she was very understanding and very kind. 

 

Q. What about after the baby was born, did you take to your bed then? 

A. Oh yes, you were in bed for a fortnight. (laughs) Without any question. 

 

Q. And who looked after baby, did you? <..pause..> 

A. My mother-in-law came over, and my stepmother came along too and stayed with me. 

 

Q. And were you a fortnight with the second one as well? 

A. Yes, yes. And you were absolutely useless when you got up. You felt you had no legs. (laughs) I think I 
favour the modern idea of getting out of bed as soon as possible. Actually I got up and went to the 
bathroom, before the doctor came back. My baby was born at half-past seven in the morning and she 
gave me a row for even getting out of bed to go to the bathroom, which was only steps away. That was 
the attitude in those days, you just didn't get out of bed after the baby was born. 

 

Q. So, how did you feed your baby, was it breast fed? 

A. Breast fed. Breast fed, yes. 

 

Q. Did that go okay, could you get advice on that? 

A. Yes, yes that went okay. I got great pleasure from feeding my baby. 

 

Q. How was your husband with the children? 

A. Thrilled, absolutely. 

 

Q. Was he a good help, would he change nappies or things like that? 

A. He wasn't terribly good at changing nappies, but he would nurse the baby and play with them. 

 

Q. Did they get up in the night at all? 

A. Yes both were rather, took rather a lot of attention during the night to begin with. 

 

Q. So what happened then, did you have somebody living-in? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you get up for them? 

A. I got up yes. Oh no we didn't have anyone living-in. After the fortnight was over of course. There was 
someone with me. 

 

Q. There was someone for the first fortnight? 

A. Yes, my stepmother came from Campeltown and stayed with me for a fortnight. Well she was here 
when the first baby was born but she came from Campbeltown when the second one was born. 

 

Q. Would your husband ever have got up in the night for them? 

A. I suppose if he had to. You see there was a different attitude in those days about what a husband could 
do for a baby. It was the mother's responsibility to do the, <..pause..> looking after. Nowadays I think the 
father is more involved. Which I think is a good thing. 

 



 1064

Q. Was he at the births? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Was that not allowed? 

A. That was not allowed then, they wouldn't have thought of it in those days. Oh no. 

 

Q. What kind of medical care did you have if you were ill? Was it just send for the doctor as it is now? 

A. Yes, send for the doctor, that's right. 

 

Q. Were there home cures that you would try out first? 

A. Well I suppose, depending on what it was, if it was a sore throat or something like that, you would have 
a salt gargle or, <..pause..> something. 

 

Q. Something along those lines? 

A. Mmm. 

 

Q. So did you always have that lady doctor? 

A. For quite a long time yes. I'm trying to think how long, oh, I think until my boys were quite big. I would 
say for about twenty years. Fifteen or sixteen years anyhow. 

 

Q. And you quite liked her, she wasn't forbidding at all? 

A. Oh yes, she was wonderful. 

 

Q. Did you pay for the doctor then? 

A. Yes you paid for the doctor's visits then. 

 

Q. Can you remember how much it would have been, no? 

A. Was it five shillings a visit, or ten shillings a visit, I just really couldn't say. 

 

Q. And if she prescribed something, was it extra for that? Or was it standard for the visit and that was it? 

A. Yes, possibly it was extra, but, <..pause..> she had the medicines in her surgery. She did her own 
prescriptions. If you know what I mean. She made up her own. We didn't have to go to a chemist 
somewhere or other. 

 

Q. And did she have a car then? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Household budgeting. When you got married, who managed the money? Both of your? 

A. Both of us, yes. (laughs) 

 

Q. That was very fair? 

A. I think you would be shocked if I told you what it cost to run the house in those days. 

 

Q. Did your husband just run the boatyard himself or did he have? <..pause..> 

A. Well his father was still there. 

 

Q. So it was the two of them then? 

A. Yes, the two of them. And at least one man and maybe a boy. In the summertime anyhow. 

 

Q. And did you have a set income each week, or was it on a monthly basis, or yearly? 

A. I never enquired. 
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Q. You didn't know? 

A. (laughs) No frankly, I didn't know, <..pause..> I just took what was given to me. 

 

Q. You were delegated a certain amount? 

A. Yes, and if I needed more, you just say please, if there was anything extra to be got. 

 

Q. Did your husband do the books, or did you have an accountant for that? 

A. Yes he did the books, yes. 

 

Q. Did you pay the bills then, did you get them? 

A. I only paid the household bills as you might say, like for food. Everything else he attended to. 

 

Q. And who decided when money should be spent on something new, say furniture or something like that? 

A. It would be a joint decision. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you have a lot of holidays then? 

A. No we didn't really. When we were married first of all, well we didn't have a car. And once the babies 
came, it was a bit awkward without a car but eventually we did get a small car and, <..pause..> again it 
was down to the grandparents for holidays, that was essential, they had to see the children. But 
occasionally we might go for a day here, there, or somewhere within a day's journey. 

 

Q. Was your husband ever ill, or if he was ill how did things work out then? Did his father just carry on with 
the business? 

A. Mm hmm. We were very lucky, he was very seldom ill. He might have a touch of ‘flu or something like 
that, but never anything more. 

 

Q. He was never sort of, in bed? 

A. He was never laid up, no. No, we were very lucky in that respect. 

 

Q. Now, if any neighbours were ill or confined to bed, or relatives, was it just the usual thing that you would 
all help out? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you still visit a lot of neighbours then? 

A. Oh yes, we still visited, yes. Because the old friends were still around somewhere, and we always 
visited back and forward. 

 

Q. Did everybody have the same standard of living? 

A. I think basically, possibly. Some would have a little more than others. I think possibly we might have a 
little more than some. But it was never obviously so. 

 

Q. Would you consider yourself a member of a class? 

A. Well I suppose you could say we were working class. I don't know if we thought so much about class in 
those days. It never occurred to us to put ourselves in a category. We had the Duke and Duchess and 
their family who were, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Obviously. 

A. Obviously. <..pause..> (laughs) Yes. And there were people who maybe had a lot of money. 

 

Q. Were the Duke and Duchess respected by everyone around, considered very important people? 
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A. Yes, they were, <..pause..> and they were very good, they made friends amongst their employees and 
tenants. 

 

Q. They didn't set themselves apart from them? 

A. Originally, when I can remember, the first Duke and Duchess, they were rather, <..pause..> I don't know if 
you would call it distant, <..pause..> but they came round visiting their tenants, always, when they came to 
stay in the Castle. I can remember them coming to visit my parents. That was part of their routine, as 
you might say, and we thought it was wonderful. But as the years went on and the next Duke and 
Duchess came, there was less of that feeling of distance between the communities, especially with the 
late Duchess. She was very interested in farming animals and that sort of thing, and she used to come 
and see my father a lot and ask his advice and chat. 

 

Q. Right now, shopping. After married life, how did you shop then, was it still vans? 

A. Well, it was still vans, yes, who came round regularly. And we really didn't have to worry much about 
shopping, but there was always Drymen. And once we got our little car I usually took the chance to go 
to Drymen when my husband went to the bank and did his business. But you could do a little bit of extra 
shopping. We always had buses of course but there you are. We certainly got round a bit more once we 
got the car. 

 

Q. Now The Second World War, have you any particular memories of The Second World War? Can you 
remember the day it started? 

A. I do indeed. I was feeding my younger son and listening to the radio when the announcement came 
over saying that we were therefore at war with Germany. 

 

Q. Did you expect it to happen? 

A. Oh we knew, yes, yes. 

 

Q. So it wasn't as big a shock as it might have been? 

A. It wasn't a surprise by any means, but my younger son was almost exactly a year old, and my heart 
sank. We didn't really know what was going to happen, it all sounded so dreadful, <..pause..> but there we 
were. 

 

Q. Did you remember anything of The First World War? 

A. I can only just remember, but nothing specific. 

 

Q. So you didn't really have any memories to recall? 

A. To look back on, no. I can remember seeing my uncles in uniform, and coming to visit us. I can 
remember seeing an aeroplane which scared me out of my wits, but vague things like that. 

 

Q. So how did life change when The Second World War started? Did it change at all for you? 

A. Oh yes, yes. My husband was an Air Raid Warden. We had patrol boats on the water and he was the 
liaison between headquarters and the patrol boats. We had the warning system, when the alert came 
over the telephone he had to go out and wind the alarm to warn people to go to their shelters, which 
were non-existent. 

 

Q. Did that ever happen? 

A. Oh it did yes. We were in line for the Clydebank bombings. The German planes went past at five minute 
intervals for hours on end it seemed. And he was out all that time patrolling up and down. I was left with 
the children. We heard these crumps and explosions and the house shook and it really was dreadful. 
We had the odd bomb which dropped fairly near, we were lucky we didn't have any here but up on the 
hill, behind the hill there, more than one 'plane came down up there and there was bombs dropped up 
there. It was very, very frightening. 

 

Q. What about rationing, did that make a difference? 
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A. Rationing, <..pause..> transformed our diet completely, from having plenty we were down to ounces of 
this and half ounces of something else and one egg a week. It really made a tremendous difference to 
us. Again being in the country I think we were a little better off than the towns. We had plenty of milk. 
Occasionally I would get a bit of butter from the farm. Meat was very difficult, because for a child you 
got a half ration, <..pause..> of everything. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel hungry? Did you ever think to yourself that you wanted more? 

A. We never felt hungry, no. We never felt hungry. But we didn't have anything to spare. Your meat ration 
would last you two days, three days, and then you had to, <..pause..> oh, you did all sorts of things. We 
were very lucky, in the summertime; fish in the loch, salmon. And my husband did the net salmon 
fishing for the Duke twice a week, and there were lots of salmon that could be put around the district. A 
wee bit of salmon here, there; the Duke got his salmon and anybody that had a salmon to spare, you 
got a piece of salmon. But we were lucky. You got very tired of it mind you. You would hardly believe it! 
You would hardly believe it but in the old days, and I'm talking again away back from the beginning of 
the century onwards, when the servants went to the Castle and various other big houses around, that 
was one of the agreements they had that they would get salmon no more than twice a week. Sounds 
dreadful now, doesn't it? But, well there we are. We did all sorts of things to make up meals. Everything 
was in points or rationed in some way or another. If you bought a jar of jam, that cost you so many 
points, but if, instead of a pound of jam you could buy a pound of sugar to make jam. And I used to do 
that because you could make two pounds of jam from a pound of sugar, and I used to buy sugar instead 
of marmalade or jam or whatever. But you learned to stretch things out, even flour and bread were in 
points. 

 

Q. And powdered eggs was it? 

A. Powdered eggs, yes. You got so many points for bread, you could give up so many points for bread and 
buy, <..pause..> a bag of flour. But looking back on it I often wondered how did we manage, but we did 
manage and nobody starved. 

 

Q. And nobody complained? 

A. And nobody complained. 

 

Q. What about evacuees, did you have any? 

A. Yes I did. I had an evacuee from Glasgow. Everyone here had evacuees. But after the phoney war, did 
they call it? His mum came and took him home again. 

 

Q. So how long did you have him for? 

A. Well, several months. I just couldn't tell you how long. 

 

Q. So how did that work? Were you told you were having someone? 

A. Well. (laughs) He just arrived. My husband again was in the distribution of these children when they 
came in, and he was going around happily placing children in various houses and he said, "And where 
is this wee fella going?" And somebody says, "Oh that one's going to you." And he just, <..pause..> 
(laughs) nearly collapsed, he had forgotten that he would be getting one too, however he brought him 
home. He would be a child about eight or nine. 

 

Q. Was he homesick? 

A. He was, very homesick the wee soul. I was sorry for him, yes. He came from the Maryhill area of 
Glasgow. It was very traumatic for him to come away out here. He'd never seen trees or animals or 
anything before. <..pause..> 
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1913 Farm-worker; House Cleaner; Worked in a Café; Office Cleaner 

 
Interviewee Code A3 
Interview Conducted 14th October 1987 
Interviewer Sharon Little 
Transcribed by Betty Carruthers 
 

Q. When were you born? 

A. 1913. June 1913. 

 

Q. And whereabouts were you born? 

A. 6A Block, Fallin. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. We were 21 years there. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. There were nine of us. 

 

Q. And who was the eldest? 

A. Em, Richard. 

 

Q. And what about you? Were you in the middle or were you youngest? 

A. Well, there were two families. 

 

Q. Oh I see. 

A. I was, <..pause..> Richard was the oldest of the first family. <..pause..> My father was married twice and I 
was the eldest of the second family. 

 

Q. Right. And how old were your parents when you were born? 

A. Well, my mother was thirty three and my father, who was six years older than my mother, would be 
thirty nine. 

 

Q. And what was your father's job? 

A. He was a boiler fireman, latter end. 

 

Q. What was that? 

A. In the, <..pause..> Colliery, <..pause..> Polmaise Colliery. <..pause..> Archibald Russell was the proprietor of 
the coal, <..pause..> both Polmaise and Millhall. 

 

Q. And did he have any other jobs before or after that? 

A. Yes. He came off country. My grandfather had a farm, and a croft, and a coal merchant's business. He 
supplied the farms with coal at Auchenbowie,<..pause..> in Auchenbowie. 

 

Q. And what jobs did your mother do before she got married? 

A. She was a cook in Gentile Service. 

 

Q. Oh, and did she work at all after she was married? 

A. No. 
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Q. Did your parents attend church? 

A. Well my mother was a semi-invalid and my father was an atheist. 

 

Q. And did your parents take any interest in politics? 

A. Well my father did but my mother, <..pause..> they always asked my mother who she was voting for and it 
was always the ‘Best Man’. (laugh) 

 

Q. And do you know what party your father voted for? 

A. It was Churchill then if I remember. 

 

Q. Do you know what your parents did in their spare time if they had any? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your father belong to a political party? 

A. No. 

 

Q Was your mother a member of the Co-Op? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And what about the Women's Guild? 

A. No she, when single she was in the Women's Guild not the single, <..pause..> the Women's British Legion 
she was in, 'cause she had a badge that she wore on her jacket. 

 

Q. Did they have any hobbies? 

A. I have? 

 

Q. Did they have? 

A <..pause..> Well my father, <..pause..> he went to, he went bowling and he was in the Masons, and he was 
in the Gardeners. 

 

Q. And did your parents take part in any sport? 

A. No. Well bowling. 

 

Q. And what memories do you have of your parents' house at Fallin? 

A. Well it was upstairs. There was, <..pause..> there was a toilet between two houses. <..pause..> It was a 
mining village you see. It was miners' houses and it was eh, <..pause..> the paraffin lamps we had then. 
At that time we had no electricity until about the 1930's. It was the paraffin lamps sat in the middle of the 
table. It was built-in beds draped with curtains, valances and curtains you know. And it was the coal fire, 
the open fire we had then. 

 

Q. And how many rooms were there? 

A. There was only the two, well there was, <..pause..> it was a two apartment with a box room. 

 

Q. Did you share a bedroom? 

A. Well my father and brother they were all married, <..pause..> they, <..pause..> by the time that we, <..pause..> 
the eldest one, he was in the Army and the second one was in the Army. Well the eldest one he married 
an English girl and stayed in the Midlands in Stafford in the Midlands and the second one was killed in 
The First World War. And one died, tuberculosis, he got a soaking in the farm that he worked, and eh. 
<..pause..> Well my father and my brother and then my sister and I were in the one bedroom in the one 
bed, and my father and mother in the other bed. And we had a brother who died at eleven months old, 
and then my young sister, well by the time my young sister, <..pause..> went away out to Service, out to 
work on the farm. You either, <..pause..> when you left the school you either went to the mills, what you 
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call the factory - the carpet or the wool mill or you went to Gentile Service or you went to farm service or 
you worked in shops. That was the jobs. 

 

Q. And what were the washing arrangements? 

A. Well it was, <..pause..> it was what, public washhouses and you, <..pause..> you got one day a week and 
every three weeks you got from Friday ‘til Monday. You had to hand the washhouse key to the next 
neighbour on Monday night, after you had washed then cleaned out the boiler and washed all the 
washhouse. It was tubs and stands, it was: you had your own washtub and your own stand. 

 

Q. What about personal washing? 

A. Well, there was a big bath that you had in the middle of the floor, or sometimes if their mother had the 
wash key, some of the times the boys bathed themselves in their mother's tub. 

 

Q. Did anybody else besides your parents live in the house? Like lodgers. 

A. No, 

 

Q. Did your mother do all of the housework? 

A. No. She was a semi-invalid. She had to get help to do the work and, <..pause..> do the washing and when 
it was her turn of doing down the stair she paid, <..pause..> sometimes it was one of the mill girls that 
would, they were very glad of the extra pocket money because they didn't have a very big wage, until I 
was nine years old and then I had to carry on from then. Mother did the cooking and she did the knitting 
and the sewing. 

 

Q. And was the washing sent out or did,? <..pause..> 

A. Well, you washed in the washhouse and you put it out on a public green. 

 

Q. Did you get many new clothes? 

A. Oh yes, mother kept us well clad with clothes, yes. She was a thrifty, <..pause..> a thrifty mother. 

 

Q. Do you know how much your mother paid the mill girls to help? 

A. Well to do down the stair if I remember it was about a matter of one and six. I would say that was about 
seventeen pence in the, the new money. Yes, <..pause..> five shilling was what the wash-wife got, twenty 
five pence. She did the washing and ironing for that. 

 

Q. And did you get; what sort of shoes did you get? 

A. It was boots. You had lace boots up to here, for the day school as we called it. And it was button boots 
where you had a, <..pause..> a hook and then you wore gaiters. 

 

Q. And what were they? 

A. Well they were made of, <..pause..> of cloth material and they had elastic across here. you fixed them 
and they sort of crossed in front of the foot and round onto the ankle up the leg and they had, they had 
buttons as well where; <..pause..> and the gentlemen they had what they called 'spats'. They were short, 
they come to about here and then eh, <..pause..> I remember it was galoshes, no Wellingtons then, it was 
rubber shoes that you, <..pause..> you slipped over your boots or your shoes when it was raining or 
snowing. Galoshes they called them, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did your father help your mother with any of the things in the house? 

A. No, unless she was ill. 

 

Q. Did he look after the children? 

A. No. Well my mother died when I was fifteen and a half. And I had to take over the house then. 

 

Q. When you were young did he read to you and tell you stories? 
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A. No. Well we, in the wintertime, it was a hamlet and in the wintertime when it was like a cold wintry night 
people used to sit round their fire. The parents used to sit round their fire with the families and <..pause..> 
give their childhood and all the <..pause..> you know, <..pause..> how they were, <..pause..> their upbringing. 
Used to sit and listen to; <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did he take you for walks and? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, very often. Walking stick and away. We'd come from the church, depending on, he was on three 
shifts my father you see and it all depended what shift he was on and em, <..pause..> he used to, after 
our lunch come from church, Sunday School and lunch, he'd get the stick and get ready and get the 
stick and away we would go marching round the country roads. 

 

Q. Did you have any jobs to do around the house? 

A. Well, as I said I had, my mother being a semi-invalid I had to do the; <..pause..> at nine year old I was 
doing down the stair and that, and a neighbour came up and she says to my mother, "Your starting her 
very early!" She says "I'm showing her how to go into her corners." Mother was at the top of the stair 
dictating to me. (laugh) Nine year old, <..pause..> and from then on until I had gone out to Service. 

 

Q. And did your brothers and sisters have things to do? 

A. No. No. 

 

Q. And you did these things after you left school? 

A. Yes, <..pause..> well sometimes in the morning I, <..pause..> had to do them in the morning. I'd scrub a 
floor or something like that. It was all scrubbing and cleaning in these days. 

 

Q. What sort of meals did you have when you were a child? 

A. Well, it was our porridge in the morning. You'd porridge in the morning and we'd have maybe a boiled 
egg or scrambled egg or something like that. You didn't finish your porridge, "In the oven, <..pause..> 
that's the next piece you'll get when you come home at dinner time!" The milk turned sour, <..pause..> the 
porridge was sitting from nine o'clock in the morning ‘til twelve at dinner time. Very strict we were, 
<..pause..> very strict parents, and there you were to face this porridge. <..pause..> I had one younger 
sister, she got my mother's back turned, she used to put, wash them down the sink. (laughs) And then 
your dinner, well if you didnae finish your dinner it was the same. A crust on the top of the potatoes. 
(laughs) Oh we'd no waste in our house, none at all. Because you see people were poor and they were 
glad of anything, I mean you gave a boy a piece and jam, he would go all over, all over for messages 
for you, for a penny and a piece an' jam. Uh huh. 

 

Q. What other sort of meals did you have? 

A. Well, it was soup. That was a great thing with the families then. Sometimes, some made a meal out of 
that pot of soup you know. You'd your soup and you had your, <..pause..> some days you had potatoes 
and turnip and boiled beef, it was made with the soup. Some days you had fish cakes or potatoes or, 
<..pause..> it varies. My mother being a cook, she could put her hand to anything at all. 

 

Q. Did you have anything different on Sundays? 

A. Well, it was either, oh, it could be a roast, it could be an ox tongue, it could be a tongue, it could be 
anything like that. As I say my mother was a cook and she was a thrifty woman, that she, <..pause..> You 
could say we were a bitty better off than some people because of her being able to, <..pause..>. 

 

Q. Did your mother eat well? 

A. Yes, uh huh. 

 

Q. Where did your parents do the shopping? 

A. Well, in the village there were was a Co-Operative, a draper’s shop, a boot shop and there was 
Marshall’s the Dividend Stores, that was a grocers and general grocers on one side, and drapery on the 
other side. But my mother was a great Co-Operative woman, She believed in the Co-Operative. And 
then you could go into the town and there was such a place as Lipton’s and Lowe’s and all these, eh? 
<..pause..> 
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Q. And what about furniture? Where did they get furniture? 

A. Well, there was very, <..pause..> it was mostly, you were lucky, anybody that started off with new furniture 
because you didnae have the money for to buy. It was mostly at these house sales or these auction 
sales and that. They would buy second-hand. Or maybe a neighbour or somebody was lucky to get 
something to pay up with the Hire Purchase, and they'd maybe sell their older one. That was how they 
did. They couldnae afford to, <..pause..> unless they had it on Hire Purchase. 

 

Q. And did you go shopping with your mum and dad? 

A. No. No, 'cause, well, there was no buses in my early days as I told you it was the tram cars. And then 
the first bus was a Penman’s bus and that was; they had four doors like a car, and they'd a hood over 
the bus and a day like this, like on a dry good day the hood went away back and you were sitting in the 
open air. That was the first buses before Alexander’s buses. Well, with the trams, as I say that you got 
one at ten o'clock in the morning and it didn't come back ‘til four o'clock in the afternoon, the horse tram. 
And any shopping you did, well you had that three miles to walk to where I lived, from the town to the 
village. 

 

Q. Where did your parents buy clothes? 

A. Well, the Co-Operative or McAree’s in King Street. That was my mother's favourite place. Unless my 
father had the likes of suits, they were tailor-made. His suits were tailor-made. 

 

Q. Did you celebrate special occasions, like birthdays? 

A. Well, there was just the usual, you got a wee thing on your, but I mean you didnae get cakes or 
anything. You just got a small present, that would do. <..pause..> That was your present just the same as 
Christmas time. 

 

Q. What about a dumpling? 

A. Oh yes, mother made a lot of dumplings. Aye, you got your dumpling with the thruppenny pieces in it, 
small thruppenny pieces. And sometimes had trinkets that some bought, and they put trinkets in when 
they were mixing up the dumpling. Aye, we always got a dumpling. 

 

Q. And what did you do on Christmas? 

A. Well, our house was; Christmas was a very, very, <..pause..> quiet, because father would maybe be 
working. And then as I say mother wasnae able to get around so they would just had to make the best 
of it in the house on Christmas Day. But we didnae have any celebrations. <..pause..> It was all New 
Year. Everybody looked forward to the New Year in those days. It was a great celebration then. 

 

Q. What did you do on New Year? 

A. Well, until we were older we were put to bed, but we were keeking round the curtains to see what was 
going on. (laughs) We couldn't sleep. Twelve o'clock come and you had your first foots. Then of course 
there was the celebration, and you would have whatever you were having on the table. And then New 
Year's day was like a Sunday, the Sabbath day, you did no work. Very quiet. Most of them lay in bed 
until about dinnertime. Then in the evening again the celebrations started again. (laughs) They didnae 
get so many holidays in these days as they get now. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you eat at New Year? Did you have a special meal? 

A. Well there was cake, your cherry cake, your fruit cake, your Madeira cake and your Black Bun. You had 
always to remember your Black Bun and your Shortbread, and your wine. Well, some mothers, my 
mother, some mothers, you got essence of wine, a bottle of essence and you made that into raspberry 
or strawberry or ginger wine. And the children got that. And maybe fill up lemonade bottles, maybe 
she'd have two, maybe three and that was our celebration of the liquor. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play games with you? 

A. Oh yes, there was, well you could play, you got games sometimes at Christmas time. And it was Ludo 
or Snakes and Ladders or, my father was an expert at Dominoes, so sometimes we'd a game at 
Dominoes with him. 



 1074

 

Q. Did you have any books to read at home? 

A. Oh yes, plenty books. I had seven years perfect attendance at the school. I had a book every year. And 
I'd a book every year for attendance at the Sunday School. 

 

Q. Oh. And can you remember which ones? 

A. Well, there was <..pause..> something in the forest, and what's that one, the horse? <..pause..> 

 

Q. Black Beauty? 

A. Black Beauty. And was that the explorer David Livingstone? And Little Women. <..pause..> Something 
like that we got. 

 

Q. And did you get newspapers? 

A. Oh yes the usual. What you're getting today. Or are you meaning the comics and; <..pause..> 

 

Q. Well both, magazines or comics. 

A. No. No, we didnae get anything. No my folks didnae buy anything like that. 

 

Q. So what newspapers did you get? 

A. Well The Daily Record was one and The Observer was another, and The Journal was another but The 
Observer and The Journal was a weekly, that was a local paper with the news, the local news. And then 
on the Sunday my father had The Sunday Mail. That's all the papers I remember. My mother, she had 
the, The Red Letter and The Weekly Welcome, that was just like your Peoples’ Friend you know. 

 

Q. Did you go to the library? 

A. No, because I had plenty of library books to read through the school and the Sunday School and if we 
happened to get one off our parents at Christmas time. There was always plenty to read. 

 

Q. Were you taken out visiting neighbours, friends or relatives? 

A. Well, it was a community village. Everybody knew what was going on with everybody. And well maybe 
there was a family, and maybe a neighbour would be making a big pot of soup and she would ask her 
neighbour for her jug and give her the jug of soup. If you were ill they were at the door to see if you, if 
there was anything wrong with you. If you were ill they helped one another and they helped one another 
out with, <..pause..> if you didn't have anything and they had it they helped you. And there was; any 
bereavements or that, they were giving a helping hand, oh yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember going on any outings with your parents? 

A. Yes, well there was that one to Alva Glen that I repeated to you about the horses, that, <..pause..> and 
then, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Can you tell me about it again? 

A. Ah ha. There was, <..pause..> the stables at St. Ninians, and it was; <..pause..> they had trams, horse 
trams. My two brothers, <..pause..> two of my brothers were trades-boys with one of the stables there, 
and they had the horses. And this was - two housewives had got up an outing, two years I remember, 
that was on a Sunday. Well you travelled from the village to; <..pause..> There was a horse trough at the 
bottom of the Craigs, the horses stopped there and had a drink of water, went right on to another 
trough. It was in Bridge Street the bottom of the Gowan Hill. The horses had another drink there, they 
went from there to Causewayhead, they changed the horses at Causewayhead. They travelled from 
there to Alva Glen. You had your picnic, come out, and the horses were taken off the tram car and fed, 
and you had your picnic. At five o'clock you entered into the tram car again and it was the same routine 
on the way back, the horses were changed at Causewayhead and were stopped at the horses’ trough 
for their drink of water. 

 

Q. Do you remember any other ones? 
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A. Aye, well there was the Sunday School ones, ah ha. It was a farm cart that, <..pause..> a farm cart, and 
some of them would maybe happen to get a seat from the halls, and that, you know. And other times 
you sat on the bottom of the cart while you were taken no' very far away, maybe; <..pause..> We went to a 
place called Tibbies Brae and had a picnic there. Well you were handed a bag with cakes and maybe a 
Paris Bun and a cookie and a cake, a couple of cakes. And we had what we called tinnies, they were 
made of tin, just like your mugs. And you either got milk or you either got hot tea. It was usually milk if it 
was a Sunday School picnic. There was the soirée, Church Soirée in January just after Christmas time, 
you got hot tea then, and your bag with your pastry, your cakes. And then you were presented with your 
prize for your attendance, your whole year attendance at the Sunday School. 

 

Q. Did you ever have any holidays? 

A. No, I never had any holidays. Not in my childhood days. 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. Yes, I remember two. 

 

Q. And what happened at them? 

A. Well, the weddings in these days, I mean, the church we had went under the Parish of Bannockburn. It 
was a layman we had, we didn't have a Minister. And you were only; <..pause..> It was only the white 
brides that were married in the church. The Minister came from Bannockburn there. But any other ones 
well, you had to go to the Manse in Bannockburn, or the Minister came to the house and married you 
there. And their celebration would be either be in a hall, Welfare Hall, or in the house. 

 

Q. And who attended? 

A. The wedding? 

 

Q. The wedding. 

A. My father and mother attended the one. The second one my father didnae go to it, there was just my 
mother and my two sisters. 

 

Q. Can you tell me how you spent Sundays in those days? 

A. Very, very quiet. Well, as I said, you went out walking, with my father. I went to church, went to Sunday 
School, the church and then Sunday School, and you'd come home and you had your meal. Well if it 
was a wet day you didnae get out. You'd to sit and read your books, sit perched up on the chair, read 
your books. Sunday was held as the Sabbath day, there was nothing done at all that day. And well 
some of them, they had music at night if they had a piano, played the piano. Some of them had visitors 
on a Sunday, sometimes went visiting, they went visiting friends. We would go away, there was buses 
then, we could go away in the buses, either, <..pause..> visit one another you know. 

 

Q. You said you went to church? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What church did you go to? 

A. Fallin Church. 

 

Q. And you were saying you went to Sunday School? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you go to the choir? 

A. No. 

 

Q. The Temperance Club? 

A. Yes. We went to what we called <..pause..> It was a hut, and it was the Evangelistic Hut. <..pause..> It was 
a Mr. Marshall in the Dividend Stores, he was a layman for the Evangelistic Church. And then we had 
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what we called the Band of Hope. You went there and you took two pence, one for a collection, and one 
for as I say your tinnie, you got hot peas and vinegar! That was on a Friday night. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do there? 

A. Well the Band of Hope was a, <..pause..> talking on alcohol. The Evangelistic was just like your church or 
your Sunday School. And then there was the silent pictures they came later on, the silent pictures. But 
we had, before that we had what they called the Magic Lantern. It was a screen on the door, and there 
was a lantern behind it to show up the slides, and that was why it was called the Magic Lantern. And 
then there was, sometimes came to the school hall, it was maybe a showman with, <..pause..> balls, and 
the teachers handed, it was handed to the master and the master handed the balls to the classroom 
<..pause..> and the teachers handed them out to all the pupils. Well he would come to the school and he 
would make shadows on the wall, rabbits and all the different things. We used to do that ourselves at 
home, on the wall with the paraffin lamps. Sometimes you were in bed and the, <..pause..> fire on and, 
<..pause..> the paraffin lamps; of course you had the curtains for darkening the wall, <..pause..> and used 
to make figures, shadows and that on your wall, and amuse yourself. 

 

Q. Did you have any different clothes on Sundays? 

A. Oh yes. You had to be dressed on a Sunday. It was the done thing, and you'd to have different wear on 
a Sunday from the middle of the week. 

 

Q. And what sort of things did you wear? 

A. Well it was, it would be gym dresses, or navy blue skirts. My mother did a lot of our knitting that you 
wore to day school. And then it was a dress and your coat and your hat. You had to go to church, we 
had to wear a hat in these days. You werenae allowed into the church bareheaded. You had to have a 
hat. That was your Sunday with your button boots. (laughs) 

 

Q. What sort of hats did you have? 

A. Oh well, we had what we called Spanish Caps, it was a, <..pause..> Then the Halo hat, it was a round, 
you know, with a brim on it. Or a Panama hat, that was a velour hat, sort of like a Panama hat, velour. 
They were kind of expensive for us then, the velour hats. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Yes, you said your prayers when you went to bed, yes. 

 

Q. And do you think religion was important to you when you were a child? 

A. Oh yes, it was, it was very important uh huh. 

 

Q. As a child who did you play with? 

A. Well there was all the children all around about, and all the children that were at the school. It was what 
you called Blocks and well, as I said when it come to the school holidays, the summer holidays, there 
was a public park, played in that. Well, you had the right hot summer days and you ran about in your 
bare feet. Nobody had shoes or boots or that, it was the bare feet. And there was no tarmacadam roads 
or pavements in these days, the main road was tarmacadam but the other roads, it was red ashes. And 
to begin with when you went out with your bare feet, it was a wee while before you got used to them you 
know, walking. Then you used to, when they were tarmacadam, the roads, the sun was so hot it 
blistered the tarmacadam, and you used to take your feet to burst the bubbles. And then when you went 
in at night your mother had to rub your feet with margarine or butter to get the tarmacadam off before 
you got to bed. (laughs) Get your feet washed before you're going to bed. That was a regular thing. 
(laughs) 

 

Q. So what other games did you play? 

A. Well, in the public park there was a moss, the boys used to climb the trees and it was a big wood, and 
we called it the moss, they used to climb the trees. Then we had a wire cable, where from one tree to 
the other was a swing, and we used to swing back and forward in that. Then we used to play houses. 
There were all the different kinds of games. There was your Rounders, there was your Ball Games, 
there was, <..pause..> The boys they played football, they played marbles. And there was a game what 
we called Kick Cat, it was a piece of wood and you cut each end and scored it with the poker, one on 
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one side, two, three, four, you know, and you put it into a mochy hole, what we called a mochy hole you 
know, the hole when they play marbles. Have you ever? <..pause..> We put it in there and we used to, 
<..pause..> if a number, it was that. And then there was, <..pause..> the games that you played around, 
<..pause..> Ring, a Ring a Ring o’ Roses, with your hands and ‘The farmer wants a dog, the farmer wants 
a wife’, all different games. And then sometimes we used to play at shops, and play at houses. And 
there was bulrushes where we lived, we used to make skirts, crowns. And there was the daisies, we 
used to make daisy chains and buttercup chains, and oh, we really; <..pause..> When the melons were 
out, we used to get our mothers to keep back the melon seeds and make necklaces, dry them and 
make necklaces with them. And there was a rubbish dump, we used to go across there and get all the 
broken glass, maybe broken vases, and get hold of the polish tins and the lids and make shops with 
that. Oh you were contented. <..pause..> You, <..pause..> there was always something. The school holidays 
the mothers would make up about, <..pause..> after you got your breakfast, about ten o'clock you'd go 
away, and your mother would make you up two slices of bread and jam and fill up a lemonade bottle 
with water and she maybe wouldnae see you ‘til four o'clock in the afternoon, 'til you felt hungry for your 
meal then. Oh there was all different games. And then sometimes you went away walking the roads, 
and the boys they went away in gangs. But there was no vandalism or anything, there wasnae. 
<..pause..> I'll no' say that they were saints, but they never got into any, <..pause..> I mean they only 
<..pause..> If they did get into any mischief it was maybe passing a, if they were out walking, passing a 
turnip field and, <..pause..> the men, some of the men and some of the boys liked to carry penknives in 
their pockets, but they'd no use for to use them in any destructive way or that, you know. They would 
maybe slip into a field and cut the shaw off the turnip and pare the turnip and eat the turnip like an 
apple, aye. And maybe climb the trees for the fruit and maybe land in an orchard or something like that. 
Well if the policeman caught them at any of that, and I mean in these days they were scared of a 
policeman. I mean, if a policeman was at your door you got whacked, and you didn't forget that, the belt 
went round you, you never forgot that. I remember I, <..pause..> there was eight of us and we were going 
away in the forenoon and, no, it was the afternoon we went away, and at night-time when we hadnae 
entered home, and our mothers were out looking for us, we landed in a bean field, (laughs) <..pause..> 
picking the beans. And of course we, <..pause..> my sister and I got a good thrashing off our mother. And 
I was sick all night. So that was a punishment to us then. (laughs) We told them we'll no' go back to a 
bean field in a hurry again. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Oh aye. Aye, but we'd no hot water. No, you'd to boil pots and kettles to be washed. 

 

Q. And did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Sometimes, depends on what the games there were. And sometimes the boys come and tormented the 
girls in their games. 

 

Q. And were you allowed to play with anybody that you wanted to? 

A. Oh aye, aye. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time? You know at weekends? 

A. Well, sometimes as I say, when the silent pictures came on there were matinées in the afternoon. Their 
parents sometimes took them to the matinée, or sometimes they went themselves. There was a 
<..pause..> picture-house called The Queens, there was one down the Craigs, that was burned, I just 
forget the name of that, because that was in my early days then. And well it was four pence a return for 
the bus. You, <..pause..> for five pence you could get a return ticket for your bus, and you could get into 
the Queen’s Cinema in Queen Street, and next door they had a shop, and you could get two pence 
worth of sweets. All that for your five pence. A shilling. A shilling, <..pause..> five pence. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies? 

A. No, just, <..pause..> well you didnae have any, <..pause..> not any hobbies, just the usual playing games 
and that. If it was a wet day or that you amused yourself in the house. Sometimes, where, they maybe 
had a spare room, they would put the children in there with their chums. In there put a fire on, and if it 
was snowing and that, and they played and amused themselves in the room. And the boys, they maybe 
played darts, darts on the door, and maybe take their chums in and play darts on the doors, or play 
records if their folks had a gramophone, aye. 
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Q. Did you collect scraps or cigarette cards? 

A. Yes, scraps. Uh huh. 

 

Q. What kind? 

A. Well, they were all, they were varied, the different kinds. Sometimes, Christmas time there was Santa 
Claus, and you used to exchange them with one another. Uh huh. 

 

Q. Did you have any pets? 

A. Well, sometimes we had a dog, sometimes we had a cat. My father was very fond of animals, and my 
mother. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sport? 

A. Well, the only sport that we had, was on your Gala Day with the school. And every seven years there 
was a <..pause..> five years or seven years, there was a, Co-Operative had a gala out in King's Park. I 
was only at one that I can remember. 

 

Q. Did you belong to anything like Guides? 

A. No there wasnae anything in Fallin at that time. No. 

 

Q. You were saying you went to the pictures? 

A. Aye, the silent pictures. 

 

Q. The silent ones? What sort of pictures do you remember? 

A. Well, there was Rin Tin Tin, the dog, and there was the Indians and Charlie Chaplin, <..pause..> and; 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. What about the Perils of Penelope? 

A. And yes, some of these old film stars and that, aye. <..pause..> Uh huh. 

 

Q. Did you ever get any pocket money? 

A. You got one pence, <..pause..> a penny on a Saturday. I had to brush all the boots and shoes when I was 
younger for that, <..pause..> the whole family's. 

 

Q. What did you spend it on? 

A. Well there would be sweetie shops, and you'd be facing up against the window to see what you were 
going to buy with that penny. Whether you were going to buy two things or one thing. Or you could get a 
slab of Cowan toffee for your penny, or you could get a Sucker and maybe a Potato. The Potato was a 
great thing because you'd maybe buy one Potato and keep the halfpence, and see if there was a 
halfpence in it, a halfpenny in that potato, you see, and you'd maybe buy another one. 

 

Q. So what was the Potato? 

A. Well it was made of, it was a sweet substance and a sort of cinnamon on the outside. And then there 
was your Sugarallie Straps, and there was your Sugarallie Pipes, and there was your Suckers and there 
was your Bulls Eyes, you know, you sometimes had them, <..pause..> Gobstoppers we called them. And 
then you could get a penny's worth of the loose sweeties, Acid Drops or was it, <..pause..> Rosebuds? 
They were a wee round pink; <..pause..> and then there was Macaroons. Oh, <..pause..> there was a big 
variety then. And then there was, sometimes the money was short in these days, and there would 
maybe be a lady would maybe make Toffee Apples, or Tablet, or Puff Candy, or something like that. 
And she would sell it at maybe a penny, the Tablet at a penny, or Toffee Apple at a penny, you know. 
We were kept well on. <..pause..> You had quite a bit variety. 

 

Q. Were you given lessons by anybody before you went to school? 

A. No. 
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Q. No. And how old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Five. 

 

Q. And what type of school was it? 

A. Well it was just an ordinary school in Fallin. When there was no school, you went; <..pause..> The Primary 
went in the one, you went up steps to the one, and you went up steps to the other. And that was for the; 
<..pause..> There was the Primary in the one and the older ones in the other. And then when they built 
the school, that was our Cookery class for the girls. And the other partition was the Woodwork for the 
boys. In the Evening Schools, that's where they had the evening schools for the older ones that were 
left the school, that were interested in Cooking or Sewing. Or the boys or men <..pause..> the fathers 
were interested in the Joinery work, <..pause..> the Woodwork. 

 

Q. What did you think of school? 

A. Well, I wasnae very keen about the school. I wasnae what you'd say, was a scholar at the school. 
Therefore I didn't feel, <..pause..> I didn't look forward to going to the school. 

 

Q. So did you like the teachers? 

A. Some of them. 

 

Q. And what punishments were there? 

A. Oh, it was the strap. <..pause..> Or the cane across the back of your hand. 

 

Q. And what did you have to do to get the strap or the cane? 

A. Well, you didnae do your writing properly, or you didnae spell your words properly, or you were talking 
or getting into any mischief. Come out to the floor. And it was either you got the strap or stand in a 
corner. 

 

Q. What subjects were you taught? 

A. Well, there was the A B C and that to begin with in the Primary. And you went from there and you got 
books. <..pause..> Well you'd to buy your books. When I started the school, we'd to buy our book out of 
the Post Office, our school book. And then you went from there, <..pause..> in the morning from nine 
o'clock to half past nine you got Bible Class, and then you had Arithmetic, and then, <..pause..> you'd 
maybe get taught a lesson of some kind 'til twelve o'clock. And then when you went back in the 
afternoon, it would be maybe Spelling, or Geography, or History, or maybe an Autobiography, maybe 
'til; <..pause..> That went on until about; <..pause..> Then you had your playtime of course in the forenoon, 
and your playtime in the afternoon in between that, half an hour, and then that was what you got up 'til 
four o'clock. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls get different subjects? 

A. No, the boys and girls were together in the same class, mixed, the boys and girls together. 

 

Q. What did you wear to school? 

A. Well as I said, a navy skirt and jumper or a gym dress and jumper. 

 

Q. And did everybody wear that? 

A. No, no, it just depended how the circumstances were. Some were very, very poor. Some had to get 
'The Parish’. What we called, <..pause..> you call Social Security the now. If their fathers werenae, 
<..pause..> were unemployed, they were issued with clothes from The Parish. 

 

Q. And did you all wear boots? 

A. Mostly. The boys, <..pause..> they sometimes they wore clogs. 

 

Q. And what did you do at playtime? 
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A. You just played around, <..pause..> games. If it was raining you sat in the shed and just had a wee 
conversation among yourselves. But the usual games and that. You maybe had a ball, maybe played a 
ball or maybe played your games and that. Different kinds of games. 

 

Q. And did you go on to another school? 

A. No. I was never at another school. 

 

Q. How old were you when you left? 

A. Fourteen. 

 

Q. And would you have stayed longer if you had the chance? 

A. No, I don't think so because all the parents; <..pause..> Unless that, they had qualifications. I mean if they 
were clever at the school and they won a Bursary or their parents could afford to send them to The High 
School. If you won a Bursary you went to The High School or The Riverside School, or if your parents 
were well off they could send you to The High School. Otherwise all the parents were glad to see their 
family, <..pause..> to bring in an extra bit of money to keep the house going. 

 

Q. Did you ever attend any sort of part-time education after you left the school? Like night classes or? 
<..pause..> 

A. No. Well one winter I went to the Cookery class. 

 

Q. While you were at school did you have a part-time job? 

A. While I was at school? No, I had a part-time job in the house. (laugh) As I said my mother was a semi-
invalid. 

 

Q. What was your first full-time job? 

A. Well, it was with a contractor in a place called Cauldhame, Kippen. I was there about three months 
when my mistress died. Of course he'd a housekeeper, his sister-in-law was housekeeper. And it was a 
pound a week, a pound a month I had, and my board. So the boss had said to me that, asked me if I 
would carry on until the end of my month and that I would have to leave because he couldn't afford to 
pay a housekeeper to look after him and his family and pay a maid as well. So I came home and my 
mother's intentions were that I was to be the same as herself, Gentile Service. My father was a country 
man and he had other ideas. <..pause..> Was what we called a feeing fair. Have you heard of a feeing 
fair? Well a feeing fair; in King Street where the clock is, the Steeple clock. Well, the farmers and farm 
hands, and all round in a circle round there. And my father took me up there and I was engaged to, my 
first place was Thornhill, to a farm there. I was, well you were six months there. That was your 
engagement was six months, and you only got your wages every six months. 

 

Q. And what sort of work was it? 

A. Oh, it was hard work, it was very hard work. You were up from half past five or six o'clock in the 
morning, and you counted yourself lucky if you were finished at; <..pause..> washing the supper dishes 
and the milk dishes at eight o'clock at night. And you only got a, <..pause..> well in Gentile Service you 
only got one day off in the week. The Farm Service, you only got what they termed 'a weekend' every 
month, from the Saturday night 'til the Sunday. That was all you got off. 

 

Q. How did you get there? 

A. You went by bus, uh huh. Well, the buses were running from the 1930's, you know. You could have 
your Saturday night or your Sunday night out. If you wanted into town on the Saturday you could get off 
then. 

 

Q. So were you working inside? 

A. Inside and outside. 

 

Q. What did you do outside? 
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A. You had the animals to feed, you had the milking. You went in, in the morning, first thing in the morning. 
You had your ashes to take out, and do up your fire, your grate, kindle the fire, put on the big pot for the 
water for the porridge. Set your table, some of them you had to set your table. Went away up the fields 
and brought in the cows. Took the dog with you, and away up and brought in the cows. And then you 
went to the milking. <..pause..> You hadn't even a cup of tea. A cold frosty morning, and you had no cup 
of tea. The mistress, she came downstairs and she made the breakfast. You milked your cows, you fed 
your calves, you came in, you had your breakfast. You washed your milk dishes, washed the breakfast 
dishes. Then you had the house chores to do. Then you'd the potatoes, the vegetables to do for the 
dinner. And if it was hay and harvest, you had to go away up to the fields at ten o'clock with tea and 
something to eat for the men, a scone or something for the men to eat. You washed your dinner dishes. 
After dinner you were away up to the fields, you helped them with the hay and the harvest. If it was the 
hay, you had a horse and slype, or else you were quyling the hay, or you were straiking the corn, 
making it into stooks. Then they went from the stooks into your wagon, sometimes you had a wagon. 
With a horse and your wagon taking the corn sheaves in to be built into the stack yard for the big 
stacks. And there was the big mill, that was a busy day when it was the mill thrash, for thrashing the 
corn and the wheat and the barley. That was the big day because the neighbouring farmers and their 
workers came across, and we helped one another, took turn about when they had the thrashing mill, 
you know. And there was the baler come in, but it was the men that did with the baler. That was the, 
<..pause..> they baled the hay into big bales you know, for selling to the markets and that. 

 

Q. So it was very hard work then? 

A. Yes, it was slavery. (laughs) Slavery for very Iittle money. 

 

Q. How did you learn the job? 

A. You just picked it up. <..pause..> Yes. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A Well, I'm saying from half past five and six 'til eight sometimes. Sometimes if it was hay and harvest, it 
was ten o'clock before you got to bed, because it was nine o'clock when they came in. They worked 'til 
moonlight. 

 

Q. And did you have breaks for meals? 

A. Well, there was; ten o'clock you got a cup of tea and three o'clock. And there was your lunch, or your 
dinner at twelve o'clock. 

 

Q. 'Til when? 

A. Well, you had no set, <..pause..> the maids had no set time. But the men had to start work in the morning. 
They went out at six o'clock to the stables. They fed and groomed their horses and mucked out their 
stable and then they came in and they had their breakfast, or if he was a married man he went home 
and had his breakfast. But he had to be back at the stables to have his horse out in the yard by seven 
o'clock in the morning, and then he came in at twelve o'clock. And he had an hour for his dinner, and 
he'd to be back out for one o'clock, but he still had to feed and drink his horses before he went in for his 
own dinner, between that. <..pause..> Then he was in at six o'clock at night, if it wasn't hay and harvest. 

 

Q. And did you have any holidays with pay? 

A. No. No such thing then, no. 

 

Q. And what were you paid? 

A. Well, when I left the farm to go back to look after my father's house I had twelve pounds six month and 
my board. You only got paid every six months. You could sub. If you subbed that was deducted off your 
wage at the end of the six months. 

 

Q. And did you feel that this was a fair wage? 

A. Well, there was, in these days it was a job and you were glad to get it. You were quite content with 
what, <..pause..> you knew that you couldn't have it. So you were quite content with what you had. 
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Q. And did you give all this money to your father? 

A. No, we bought, <..pause..> we had our working clothes to buy, our boots and our Wellingtons for 
outdoors, going through wet fields and that. And you had your overalls and you had your aprons, your 
working clothes. Then your Sunday clothes, you bought Sunday clothes, and you wore your Sunday 
clothes through the week. And then when you went home, your parents expected a couple of pound or 
something from that money. And well you would maybe have a shilling or two when you started your 
next six month again. And it just continued at subbing until the end of the six month, that was how we 
lived. That was how we had our pocket money for any entertainment that we had at the weekend. If we 
were out on a Saturday or a Sunday night. 

 

Q. Your money was spent on your work clothes or maybe going out at the weekend? 

A. Uh huh. 

 

Q. The rest of it was given to your parents? 

A. Uh huh. 

 

Q. So you still lived at home at this time? 

A. Aye, I was at home. And then my sister, she left the school, she went, kept the house. And I went back 
out to service. And then I came back in again, I came back in at eighteen to look after the house. 

 

Q. And what other jobs were there in the farm? 

A. Well it was just the turnip shawing, and there was the thing with, you know, the, <..pause..> all what they 
have in the field, the corn and the barley and that. And as I said there was the feeding of the beasts. 
They went to market if they were selling them at a sale or anything like that - was the market. And then 
there was the ploughing matches and the agricultural shows. And the men spent weeks on the harness, 
polishing the harness and grooming the horses for that. 

 

Q. So did men and women work together? 

A. Yes, uh huh. 

 

Q. And did you get on well with the people that you worked with? 

A. Mostly, aye. 

 

Q. And could you talk and relax at your work? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. No. Was there a Works’ Club? 

A. Nothing like that, no. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on a Works’ Outing? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Was there ever a presentation when a worker retired? 

A. No. The only presentation was for the best animals you know the; <..pause..> and the ploughing match, 
well, there was, <..pause..> there was a prize went to the ploughman that had the largest family, (laughs) 
in the district, <..pause..> from the district, aye. 

 

Q. And did any of the employers visit workers at times of sickness or bereavement? 

A. Well, they were interested to a certain extent. But you were alright as long as you were able to work. 
That was the main thing. 

 

Q. And how did your employer treat you? 

A. Well, aye, you were a servant, and they let you know you were a servant. 
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Q. And how did you feel about him? 

A. About them? <..pause..> Well, you usually got on alright with them. As long as you did your work alright, 
you got on alright. 

 

Q. Was there a Trade Union? 

A. Yes, among the men there was an Agricultural Union. But they didnae get Unemployment, the 
agricultural workers got no Unemployment until Bevan brought out the National Health. And he brought 
out that the agricultural workers were to get Unemployment Benefit. You see they didnae pay 
Unemployment Benefit, therefore if they were on National Health Insurance, they got National Health 
Insurance but if they didnae get National Health Insurance they had nothing unless they went to The 
Parish, and they got twelve and six off The Parish. 

 

Q. Were you a member of the Trade Union? 

A. No. It was mostly if they were in the union, it was the men that was in, uh huh. 

 

Q. And how did you feel about the work? Did you like it or dislike it? 

A. Well, you thought nothing about it. You knew you had to do it, and you never thought a thing about it. 
You knew that, well if you were wanting wages you had to work for them, if you were wanting money 
you had to work for it, earn it. 

 

Q. How long did you do this work for? 

A. Six months. How long did I do? 

 

Q. Uh huh, altogether? 

A. Well, from; <..pause..> I was out when I was fourteen until I was fifteen and a half. My mother died and I 
was in the house for a year. And as I said my sister left the school and I came back into the house and 
kept the house at eighteen until I was married. 

 

Q. Was it usual to stay on, or leave after you got married? 

A. After you got married? No. No, they didn't keep in married women. In fact married women didn't get jobs 
then. You had either to be a single person or a widow before you would get a job in these days. 

 

Q. Would you have preferred another type of occupation? 

A. Now, later I would have, uh huh. I mean I wouldnae have sent my own daughter to the farm, now. After 
experiencing it, I wouldnae send her to; <..pause..> 

 

Q. And what sort of thing would you have liked? 

A. Well, I would have liked the same as my mother. I would like to have gone to Gentile I suppose. But 
after I was married and the war broke out, there were women getting jobs then. And it was mostly big 
houses or cleaning jobs that I got then. You were glad of the extra shilling because the wages were still 
small. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time away from work? 

A. Well, we just went into the town. We did a bit of walking and that in the evening, if it was a place where 
the mistress didn't mind you going out at night-time. But you had to be in by a certain time. But you'd 
maybe, from the neighbouring farm, the other maids, you might meet them and walk out with them. Or 
maybe meet a lad and have a walk round with him. And then on a Saturday, well, there was what they 
called The Alhambra in The Arcade, and it was a theatre. It was in The Arcade where Menzies, at the 
opposite side. It had the gallery and that, you used to go there on a Saturday night. Well my father used 
to take us there when we were children to the pantomime. At Christmas time they'd the pantomime and 
that, and we used to get taken there, so we carried on as we got older. We used to go there or, as I say, 
we used to go to the pictures to pass the time, maybe there or out. If we didnae want to go anywhere 
we maybe, <..pause..> met my husband. Well, we went out long walks and that. 
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Q. Did you go to dances? 

A. Well, I wasnae; I didnae go in for dances, we'd watch. I would go maybe occasionally and watch them 
dancing, the only dancing I was at was with Ian Fergie. And it was away up at the Castle, what they 
called The Palace, we went the steps down the stair and the country men went in there. And we did all 
the Country Dances and that there, the highland and the country dances, we quite enjoyed that. But I 
wasnae one for mixing, It was more of a sheltered life that I had. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to any pubs? 

A. No. You werenae allowed then. Your name was mud if you were seen. (laughs) No. 

 

Q. And how did you spend your Sundays you know when you were older? 

A. Well, you had all your house chores, and your cattle and that for to do. Well, in the afternoon you 
changed yourself and you just maybe read, or something like that until it was tea-time. And sometimes 
you went out and sometimes in. But you were always glad if you got the chance at all to go early to bed, 
because you were up so early in the morning. 

 

Q. Did religion mean more to you after childhood, or less? 

A. Well, much about the same, as it is. 

 

Q. And did you take an interest in politics as you got a wee bit older? 

A. No. No. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on holiday? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. And whereabouts did you go? 

A. Well, the first holiday was down in the Midlands to Stafford, my husband and I went there and before 
that, I forgot, it was to my sisters, to Moniaive, and my youngest son and a friend's daughter and I went. 
That was our first, <..pause..> my first holiday. And then we went to Stafford to the Midlands, to my 
brother. And then I went to my bridesmaid, for a week there. And I went to my uncle to Muirkirk, two of 
my family were with me then. And back to Stafford again, then I've been to Tighnabruaich two years 
with the church. I was at Crail last year. I wasnae away anywhere this year, so I've had quite a few 
holidays. 

 

Q. And did you make any new friends when you were working? 

A. New friends? Och aye. You had all your neighbours and that. And I was a sociable person, I could get 
on with anybody or talk to anybody. 

 

Q. And were there any special places that young men and women could meet? 

A. Then? <..pause..> Well, there was mostly dancing. There was halls where they held dancing and that. 
Like, my brother and them, they used to go away, travel away and meet different people then to the 
dancing and that. But being out in the country, well, you had a good bit to walk. Sometimes that you, 
<..pause..> if you went; it was a Saturday that you went to the pictures, that was the only outings you had 
in the country. 

 

Q. And did your parents meet your friends? 

A. Aye, we had our relatives or friends visited us or you went and visited them. That was the done thing in 
my younger days. 

 

Q. And did your parents expect to know where you were? 

A. Oh yes. Very disciplined. Uh huh. 

 

Q. And did you have to be home by a certain time? 

A. Aye. 
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Q. What age were you when you were married? 

A. I was twenty one. 

 

Q. And how long had you known your husband then? 

A. Well, I met my husband when I was sixteen. 

 

Q. And what age was your husband? 

A. He was six years older than what I was. 

 

Q. And how did you meet? 

A. Well, we just met in the town through a friend and, <..pause..> introduced. And it was a matter of love at 
first sight. I kept telling him. A big handsome lad I thought! 

 

Q. And where did he come from? 

A. He belonged to Campbeltown. 

 

Q. And was he from the same sort of background as yourself? 

A. Aye, he was. My father-in-law was a countryman. He was a ploughman. 

 

Q. And did you get engaged? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. How did you manage to get things like furniture and household things together for setting up home? 

A. No. No, we stayed with my father and I asked my father, I wasnae working, I had no money 'cause my 
father was a pensioner. He was on ten shillings pension, fifty pence on pension. And there was my 
young sister and he got twenty five pence for him and my young sister off The Parish. And I had no 
money 'cause I wasnae working. And my husband he got his pay in the six month, so when we were 
married it was him that paid for the wedding, paid for my dress, paid for the meal. And we'd, well my 
father came with us. We had his furniture but there was a shop the name of, <..pause..> a furniture shop 
the name of McCulloch and Young's in the town in King Street, and I got a small carpet and a bedroom 
chair and a square of linoleum for the floor, <..pause..> the living-room floor. And I had half a crown a 
week to pay off, from off twenty five shillings, every week 'til that was paid. Having my father's - you see 
it helped with me not being working and my husband's, the six month wage. 

 

Q. And can you describe the wedding? 

A. Well it was a house wedding. And there was, between friends and neighbours, there was twenty of us 
there. And my husband and I had to go, and the best maid and the best man had to go to Bannockburn 
to the Allan Church Manse. And we were married by the Minister there. And then we came home, we 
were married at six o'clock at night. And you had your meal. Your meal on the table cost one pound, 
and you had boiled bacon, you had cakes, and you had scones, and you had biscuits. 

 

Q. And what did you wear? 

A. Well, I had a Celonese blue dress and a pearl halo, gun metal stockings and patent black shoes. Button 
patent black shoes. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon? 

A. Oh no, there was no such thing. You'd have to be very well off for a honeymoon in these days. 
(laughing) 

 

Q. And you were saying your husband was a ploughman when you got married? Did he have any other 
jobs after that? 

A. Yes, we; <..pause..> he left the farms when the war broke out, left the farm. Got a job with the National 
Coal Board at Manor Powis Colliery. He was thirty years there, before he retired. 
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Q. And did you ever work after you got married? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And what did you do? 

A. Well, I helped on the farm with the hay and the harvest. And then when my husband left - well, I was 
five years in the café, at the cleaning there, or helping them out in the evening if they were short of staff. 
I could be waiting at the counter, I could be waiting at the table, I could be washing, depends which of 
the staff was off. And then it was housecleaning I went to after that. And then I got a job. <..pause..> One 
of the houses I was doing house cleaning, the boss was an under-manager in an insurance office in 
Dumbarton Road. It's the information office now, it was an insurance office then, and he asked me if I 
would like an extra job in the evening. And a neighbour and I, got a neighbour with me, asked me to 
recommend someone else, and her and I was seven and a half years there. 

 

Q. And how did your husband feel about you working? 

A. Well, he didn't take to it to begin with. But he got used to it, just like everyone else. It was extra money 
for us. 

 

Q. Yes, and how did you persuade him round? 

A. Well, there would be a wee bit of an argument maybe about it at the beginning. But he came round to it, 
he got used to me. 

 

Q. Where did you live after you got, <..pause..> you lived in your dad's house? 

A. Aye, when we got married, when we were married we were in my dad's house. 

 

Q. And when did you get your first flat, your first house? 

A. Well, it was a farm cottage in the name of Stewart Hall. 

 

Q. And when was that? When did you get that? 

A. That was in 1935. 

 

Q. And was it, <..pause..> and can you describe how big it was and? <..pause..> 

A. Well, it was a three apartment. Uh huh. 

 

Q. And how many years did you live there? 

A. Two and a half years there. Two and a half I think. 

 

Q. And where did you live after that? 

A. Well, we went to a farm at Blairlogie. 

 

Q. And how did you move house? 

A. Well, we'd the farm cart - moved you. 

 

Q. Did you have any children? 

A. Yes, I'd three. 

 

Q. Three. And was that the number of children that you wanted? 

A. Well, I had two, and I thought that was the family 'til five years and eight months after, and I had my 
youngest son. 

 

Q. Did you know anything about birth control in these days? 

A. No. There was just the pessary and there was just an occasional person that used that. 
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Q. And so was birth control advice available if you wanted to know about it? 

A. No. No, just to find for yourself. 

 

Q. And did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. No, you were told nothing. <..pause..> Your parents told you, your mother told you nothing. You'd to find 
for yourself. You maybe met a married woman, you'd get into confidence with her. Or else, you know, 
with your school, <..pause..> your school mates at the school. Maybe they, if it was during your period, 
you knew nothing about that. You had your period and you knew nothing about it. Your parents didn't 
explain to you in these days. Ask where the babies come from they, <..pause..> either in the doctor's 
black bag or you were in a cabbage in the garden. (laugh) That's where you came from in these days. 
(laughs) That's what you were told. 

 

Q. And did you read any books about birth and looking after babies? 

A. No, there wasnae such a thing out then I don't think. 

 

Q. Were your children born at home? 

A. Two of them were and the last one, the third one he was born in the Maternity Hospital. 

 

Q. And what happened when one of the children was born, did you get help from your family or? <..pause..> 

A. Well, we had a midwife, a certified midwife I had. But, there was the midwives, but on the day of the 
birth, or the night of the birth - when the birth happened they had to have a doctor with them that night, 
when that was happening. But sometimes a neighbour that had a big family, would maybe help out their 
neighbour, if their neighbour asked them if they would help them during their confinement. But she also 
had to have a doctor with her. She knew with having a big family, she knew what it was to bring a baby 
into the world. But it was a certified midwife that I had. You paid her thirty shillings, she took away your 
linen, yours and the baby's only, she didnae take the household. It was only yours and the baby's linen 
that she took away and washed. 

 

Q. And who did the shopping? 

A. Well, I had my sister to do any for me, uh huh. And my father was very good at shopping. He would get 
into the town. But you had the vans and that, or the orders, you know. 

 

Q. Did they make the meals as well for you? 

A. No, there was a neighbour would come in and she would help out. She would do the house chores and 
maybe have a meal ready for my husband coming in and that. 

 

Q. And how did you feed your first baby? 

A. Eh, my first baby? Well, I fed her on the bottle. Fed all my babies on the bottle. 

 

Q. And if you needed advice who did you ask? 

A. Well, there was one with my first baby. When my daughter, <..pause..> she was, what I say was a midwife 
that went out, you know. She wasnae a certified, <..pause..> she was only a neighbour that helped out 
and she gave me a lot of advice on how to feed the baby. And either I just picked up motherly instinct, 
picked up myself. 

 

Q. And how much did your husband have to do with the children? 

A. Well, he didnae play around with them or anything like that. I mean, he was interested in them to a 
certain extent. But he was very strict with them, you know. They didnae have the freedom maybe that 
they should have got, but they got there. 

 

Q. And what kind of medical care was there at this time if you were ill? 

A. Well, it was a Doctor ******. And I had peritinitus, [peritonitis] I took peritinitus. 

 



 1088

Q. And what's that? 

A. A ruptured appendix. And the doctor came and said I was to go to hospital, and he asked me if I was in 
the ambulance scheme. He was a very abrupt doctor, he could be very abrupt. And I said no I wasn't. I 
was in the nursing association, I paid six pence a month for the nursing, if you required a nurse. He said 
to me, "By God, you'll pay a bonnie penny for that then." He said, "Do you know?" he said, "It's a pound 
for the ambulance and shilling a mile after that." So he asked if there was any relatives that had a car. 
There were very, very few cars on the roads then and my father shook his head and said "No." Then I 
remembered that my husband had a boss had a car. He said I was to try and be in by two o'clock. He 
was to try and have me in by two o'clock. And I was five weeks in when the Almoner, that's the white 
coat <..pause..> a couple of days before I'd gone out and she says to me, "Well, do you know," she says, 
"you're time in here is twenty-seven shillings a day." “Twenty-seven shillings a day!” I says, "My 
husband's only earning thirty-two shillings a week." So when I came out the hospital I got a bill for two 
pounds, and it was a job to see that two pounds to pay that bill. Then I was in maternity with my 
youngest son and you had to pay two pounds maternity benefit that, <..pause..> you didnae get maternity 
benefit, you gave them two pounds. Or your husband got two pound off his insurance - but mine was in 
the agricultural workers and that was a better insurance than the ordinary. You only got thirty shillings. 
Well you see the two pounds he got from the agricultural insurance I had to hand over to the maternity. 
That was all the money you got in these days, until the National Health came out. But you had a bill to 
pay for the, <..pause..> if you had a visit from the doctor. But it was mostly all the old remedies and that, 
that people worked on 'cause they couldnae afford the doctor and they worked on, they would have 
them themselves, maybe somebody ill or that, they would advise them on what to do. 

 

Q. An expensive business then? 

A. No, it wasnae. 

 

Q. The hospital? 

A. Oh yes <..pause..> The remedies. You had the toothache, your mother filled a gent's sock with coarse 
salt, put it on the shovel and put the shovel on the fire to heat. And that was, you lay with that with your 
toothache. Or your sore throat, you got your sock round your throat and a drink, a blackcurrant or a 
toddy drink or a gruel drink, sent to bed. And if it was you required poulticing, you had pneumonia, your 
neighbours came in and poulticed you with white bread, a bread poultice. And if you had a festered 
hand or anything, it was a sugar and salt poultice. And it was all these remedies. All the remedies. 
They're bringing them back now, the doctors are seeing that they are quite good remedies now; the old 
remedies. Maybe if you had a wheeze in [the] chest and you were frightened it was going to go into 
congestion or bronchitis, you put a wee pinch of mustard, heated your olive oil and put it in a saucer and 
your mustard and your oil, and rubbed your baby's chest back and front with that. Chilblains you got, 
<..pause..> your mother bought out the chemist, she bought a tin of Zambuk or Snowfire and rubbed your 
hands or your feet with them if you were bothered with chilblains. All the old remedies, save a bill, save 
a doctor. Of course the doctors werenae very far advanced then. I mean the doctor that we had gave 
you the same tablets for everything. (laughs) 

 

Q. And so how did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 

A. Well, I just had to spin it out. It would come to Wednesday and maybe have as much as, buy bread. 
You got your butcher meat from week to week. You paid that on a Saturday. Then you went into the 
grocer. You could go to Low’s or you could go to Lipton’s. You'd get a parcel of messages they wrapped 
in brown paper and string for about six shillings in the old money. And you had tea, sugar, butter or 
marge and, <..pause..> any cereals, cheese, a piece of Madeira cake for six pence, a piece of fruit cake 
for eight pence, a dozen of cakes for five pence - your shilling. And Low’s had a bag of three different 
kinds of sweeties for a shilling, that was for your children, kept your children all week if you had any. Of 
course, we were lucky, we had the real milk and potatoes. That helped us. 

 

Q. And do you know how much your husband earned? 

A. Well, when we were married, he had only twenty five shillings with milk and potatoes and the house, 
you didnae pay rent. We had free rent. 

 

Q. And how much of it did he give to you? 

A. He gave me the whole of it, yes. 
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Q. And you paid the bills as well then? 

A. Well, we didnae have any bills. (laughs) It was paraffin lamps. (laughs). So we didnae have any bills 
then. You'd to buy your coals for heating, that was about it. Your paraffin and your coals. 

 

Q. And how did you decide how the money should be spent on things like clothes and presents or outings? 

A. Well, you had what you called a club in the Co-Operative. Depending on how much you took out. It was 
a shilling to the pound you paid. You paid that every week. 

 

Q. How did you manage when your husband was ill or out of work? 

A. Well, he was on the insurance. 

 

Q. And was he ever out of work or ill? 

A. Never unemployed, like since we were married. <..pause..> He was never unemployed unless the colliery 
was on strike. But he, <..pause..> the colliery that he was in, they were very, very seldom on strike. If he 
was on strike it was only a matter of a day, or a couple of days. 

 

Q. And did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Oh, often. 

 

Q. If anyone was ill or confined to bed did anybody help out? 

A. Oh yes, we all helped out. Very good at that. 

 

Q. And what did they do? 

A. Well, eh, they took them in a meal or a cup of tea and that. And they maybe made a meal for the 
children and the husband coming in, and maybe did the chores in the house. It was just a case, well if 
that neighbour was ill, she returned her help if you were ill. 

 

Q. Where you lived did all the people have the same standard of living? 

A. Aye. Most of them. Most of them, aye. They were mostly all miners where I was reared. It was a mining 
village, and it was mostly all miners. I mean when the boys left school it was mostly down the pit they 
went, or up, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Do you think yourself as a member of a class? Like working class or middle class? 

A. Well, we are just ordinary class. I would say we were working class. 

 

Q. So did people do their shopping mostly in corner shops or in town? 

A. Aye, there was corner shops in, <..pause..> there was mostly, <..pause..> where I was, it was mostly the 
Co-Operative or the Dividend Stores. They could get credit from week to week you see. 

 

Q. And what local shops did give credit? 

A. There was the Co-Operative and the Dividend Stores gave credit. 

 

Q. And was there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. No. You'd to go into the town for that. There was two in the town then. 

 

Q. Can you remember where? 

A. Well, there was one in Spittal Street, and there was Hill’s in Baker Street. 

 

Q. Would you say that your area was a friendly neighbourhood? 

A. Oh, very, yes. Everybody knew everybody, and what was going on, you know. 

 

Q. There was never any trouble then? 
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A. No, I wouldnae say what, the trouble that there is now, no, no. 

 

Q. And do you have any memories of The Second World War? 

A. Yes, also The First as well. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of The First World War? 

A. Well, the First World War was from '14 to '18 and I can remember <..pause..> there was only the sugar 
that was rationed then, and I can remember my mother standing in the queue for the sugar, and my 
brothers coming home on leave. I was pretty young, I don't remember much about The First World War 
but I might remember more about the 1921 and '26 strike. I remember that. The 1921 strike, my father 
wasnae out in that because he was a boiler fireman. He had to keep the fires going to keep the steam 
up down below; keep the pit from flooding. The 1926 strike, it was a General Strike, everybody was out 
in that strike and Churchill ordered the soldiers out to work down below. And I can remember the 
soldiers guarding round the top of the pit with their bayonets up to their shoulders, marching back and 
forward. I can remember that. That was the 1926. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you have any soup kitchens or anything like that? 

A. Uh huh, yes there was the soup kitchens and they got their meals at the school. My sister and I didnae 
get our meals at the school because my mother happened to have a bit of money saved and my mother 
and father were very independent persons, which was a wrong thing, I think. But, they were issued with 
their meals from Monday to Friday at the school and the boys and the girls; the girls were issued with 
dresses and boots, and the boys, they were issued with a jersey, trousers and the boots. And I envied 
these girls with these dresses. I got a thrashing from my mother. I envied them at the dinners but it 
finished my mother when I harped about everybody going about with the grey and green braided 
dresses, so I got a right thrashing and was told never to mention it again. So I wasnae in with the school 
lot. (laughs) 

 

Q. Do you remember the rationing in The Second World War? 

A. Yes, everything was rationed, everything was rationed then. There used to be queues, maybe it'd be 
sausages, maybe it'd be bananas, maybe be apples, maybe be biscuits. There was nothing that you, 
<..pause..> and they'd stand in the queue and whenever anybody saw a queue, they'd be standing; be so 
long in the queue and then they'd ask what was the queue for! (laughing) They just saw a queue and 
they stood in the queue. They'd be so long in the queue and then they'd say: "What's the queue for?!" 

 

Q. And how did you manage with all rationing and everything? 

A. Well, you only got one egg per person and a quarter of butter and half a pound of marg and a pound of 
sugar and, <..pause..> a ration, <..pause..> you had the ration books, you see, I have ration books there; 
ration books. Well, you got your butcher meat, you took your ration books to the, <..pause..> you 
registered with your butcher, got your butcher meat, got so much, and that, you had to make that do. 
You got one egg; you kept that egg for a Sunday with your bacon and egg. You bought what you, it was 
dried egg powder. You could as a substitute make scrambled egg or fried egg or anything like that. And 
then as I say, whoever you were registered, whatever grocers you were registered with, if they got in 
bananas or they got biscuits or that, they remembered their customers first and that was a treat to you. 
And then your sweets were all rationed and if you used up all your sweets at the beginning, that was 
you for the, <..pause..> you only got once a month. You got a ration for your sweets and that was maybe 
two ounce or something you got per person. And your tea was rationed, everything practically was 
rationed except as I say maybe sausages, bananas, or something like that. Pots and pans were all 
taken in for the, asked if you would take your pots and pans in for ammunition for the war. The railings 
were taken down from the houses for the war. Well, if a shop got in, a hardware shop, got in pots and 
pans or that then you were in the queue to get that. I had to stand in a queue - and I almost fainted I 
was sick, for a basin for my young son, for to bath him. And carpets. There was a shop up in Baker 
Street, a draper’s shop; you put your name down for a carpet and if you were lucky, you got one. I can 
remember Marks and Spencer’s had small carpets and we stood in a queue. I got one. I got my son 
further along in the queue so we'd get another one because we were <..pause..> Well, we were eight and 
a half years in one single room with five of us! One single room for eight and a half year. We werenae 
the only family. There were lots of families because they werenae building houses. The government had 
ordered them to stop building during the, war and there was families packed into one single room. 
Camp beds down and whatnot. Bedchairs for to sleep in. 
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Q. So family life was pretty hard then? 

A. Aye, it was then and yet, we had the money, but we couldnae buy. We had the money but we couldnae 
buy. It was all equally divided out of course, because that was the way that the government brought that 
out. Because well, the aristocracy, the rich, the better off would have bought up all the, <..pause..> and we 
wouldnae have got any. Where it was divided, the aristocracy, the rich got the same as what we got. 

 

Q. And do you remember any evacuees? 

A. Aye, there were plenty of them, uh huh. 

 

Q. Right, well, thank you very much. 
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Q. Where were you born? 

A. Johnstone. [Renfrewshire] 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. I don't know, I'd maybe be about ten years old when we left there. 

 

Q. And did you have any brothers or sisters? 

A. I had one brother. 

 

Q. Was he older than you? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. How old were your parents when you were born? 

A. I can't remember. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. He was a ploughman. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs before that or after that? 

A. Well,<..pause..> the ones that brought me up, he was a ploughman too and he was at Polmaise Estate 
until after the war, and then we went to Kippen and we were there, I think it would be maybe, just a year 
and then we came to Stirling. And we used to stay in an old farm house out the Drip Road. 

 

Q. Was this with your father or with your uncle and aunt? 

A. Well they brought me up. [uncle and aunt] 

 

Q. Your mother? 

A. Well she died when I was only the ten days old and they brought me right home I think, from the funeral. 

 

Q. Was that your mother's sister? 

A. Yes. And they had no family y'see and they brought me, <..pause..> and she hadnae any family until after 
The First War, and of course by that time I was about, <..pause..> seven, now I think there's about nine 
years between us. 

 

Q. What happened to your brother then? 

A. Well he went and stayed with his granny, I have a photo of him too but I don't know where. 

 

Q. Do you know if your mother worked before she got married? 

A. I think she would be in Service, Farm Service too. 

 

Q. What about her sister? 

A. Well they were both, they were all in Farm service. They hadn't a very good life because their mother 
died and left four wee girls and then when the father re-married he married a, <..pause..> one that wasn't 
good to them, and she had a boy and girl of her own and everybody knew that they werenae, she 
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wasnae good to them, but him, but nobody told him the way she treated the girls so of course whenever 
they were the age to leave school they went away to Service. 

 

Q. So you got on well with your aunty? 

A. Oh yes. In fact, I'm more like her than her own two. [children] 

 

Q. What did she have after she brought you into the family? 

A. Two girls. That was one of them that was here last week and the other one, I just called them sisters, 
y'see, because we are. 

 

Q. And you called your aunt and uncle? 

A. Mum and dad, yes, the only thing my own [dad] wouldn't allow, he wouldn't allow my name to be 
changed. I was Margaret ******, ****** but I just always went under ******, <..pause..> for that was their 
name. And you know, <..pause..> I would be what, <..pause..> maybe about eleven or twelve, <..pause..> and 
I remember there a girl lived along, she was at the school with me, and she said to me one day, she 
said, "You know that's not your mum, you were left at the door by gypsies." And then, of course, it was 
then she had to tell me. But isn't it awfully cruel. They were frightened that it change, but it never made 
any difference because well, that's all I had ever known as a mother and father and they were good to 
me. 

 

Q. Did they attend church at all? 

A. Yes, we used to go to The Holy Rude. 

 

Q. And was that every Sunday? 

A. Well when we were out in the country it wasnae so handy, like we had to walk in from Cambusbarron to 
go up to The Holy Rude but occasionally we came in, and we were married by the Minister in The Holy 
Rude and my sisters were married with the Minister in Holy Rude and, <..pause..> my oldest son was 
christened by the minister in Holy Rude and so was my daughter. When they got the length of going to 
Sunday School and that, they went to the St. Andrew’s Church in Cowane Street, for we lived in 
Douglas Street, y'know, that's just off Wallace Street where Tesco's is. And we lived there when we got 
married and so we thought it wasnae right that the children should be going to that church and us still 
up at The Holy Rude so I just lifted my lines then and went to St. Andrew’s Church and we were there 'til 
it was closed, and then we went to St. Mark’s down the Drip Road. Then we went to St. Columba’s and 
my husband was the Church Officer there, and he was there until he went to Crail. 

 

Q. So what about politics, did they have an interest in politics? 

A. No really, no. 

 

Q. You don't know who they voted for or anything? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What did your aunt and uncle do in their spare time? 

A. Well, <..pause..> they made all our clothes, my mother made all our clothes she knitted all our jerseys and 
we'd always, <..pause..> when I was wee, I had always a pleated kilt or a pleated skirt, she always made 
that and with there being such a difference in our ages, y'see, by the time my two sisters were going to 
the school it was gym dresses and I remember she made lovely navy blue ones for my two sisters and it 
was a Mr. McLeod that was the Headmaster at the Territorial School at the time. I was working by this 
time and the lady that I worked at, they had one boy and he had a kilt and he had this lovely kind of 
white, <..pause..> kind of, <..pause..> I cannae tell you just the kind of material, it was a kind of jersey thing, 
but it was a kind of silk finish and I remember she gave it to me for my sisters. It was too small, he'd 
grown too much and she gave it to them, and I remember my sister had it on to the school with her tie 
and this gym dress and Mr. McLeod took her out and he said to her, "This is how I would like all the 
children to be." But I must say, we hadnae very much in those days but that was one of the first things 
my mother had bought was a sewing machine. 

 

Q. Was she in the Women's Guild or anything like that? 
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A. Aye, she joined The Holy Rude one and she used to make golliwogs from the, <..pause..> y'know, when 
you could get black stocking and she made golliwogs and bits of astrakhan [lamb skin with curly wool 
surface] for hair, I think it was round about Christmas. 

 

Q. And what happened to those golliwogs, was that for charity? 

A. Aye, for to sell, I've seen her making about forty, <..pause..> for the sales, y,know. 

 

Q. What about sport, were they interested in sport at all? 

A. No really, my father was quite fond of, <..pause..> we hadnae a garden but he had a plot, an allotment. 
<..pause..> Y'know the Drip Road, y'know that new home that's built down there, what do they call it? 
Laurencecroft, well that's where the allotments were. And he had one there and when the town took 
over that he went and he got one out at the back of Randolph Road and he had one there, for he was 
awful fond of his garden and he liked flowers and he grew all our own vegetables and things. 

 

Q. So when you were taken in by your aunt after your mother died, was it Cambusbarron they lived then? 

A. Now I can't remember if it was out the Drip Road or Blair. <..pause..> I think it was out Blairlogie because 
he was a ploughman there. Of course when she took me she couldnae go out and work and the farmer 
had no use for them. And I think the next feeing fair, he was out at the Drip Road, out someplace at the 
Drip Road and then he came from there to, <..pause..> to Polmaise. 

 

Q. And do you have any memory of that house then, of the rooms or anything like that? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. You can't describe it? 

A. We had a, <..pause..> big kitchen, you know in those days there wisnae the running water, you had to go 
out the back for water. And there was the range, I can always remember that and there were the oil 
lamps, and my mother had one that had a green glass base and just a funnel, <..pause..> that was in the 
kitchen. And then in the rooms she'd a nice, bigger one and it had a floral, china floral base and a kind 
of gold painted stock on it and it had a plain glass funnel inside and it had a fancy one outside and I 
always remember it was pink scalloped, the top of it, and that was the big room and then there was 
another wee room, that bed was always covered with my dolls, and I had names for them all and 
everything. And she always said she could never put one away because I missed it. 

 

Q. So it was seven years before they started a family of their own, and do you remember where you were 
living then when the first girl was born? 

A. Aye, Cambusbarron, Polmaise, aye. And then Annie was born at Kippen. I don't think there was two 
year between them, but Annie, that's the youngest and I think she's, <..pause..> just coming up for, 
<..pause..> is she sixty-three the now, so you'll know there's quite a gap between us for I'm seventy-four 
in July. 

 

Q. So, did your mother pay anyone to help her in the house? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did she do everything herself? 

A. Aye, and during the war she took in teachers. That was at Cambusbarron School y'know. 

 

Q. Lodging? 

A. Uh huh. 

 

Q. One at a time or? 

A. Yes, one at a time? 

 

Q. Where did they sleep? How many bedrooms? 

A. Well, y'see in those days you'd always a bed in the kitchen. 
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Q. In the recess? 

A. Aye. Then she'd one in the big room and then she had this other bedroom. I've never been round, 
<..pause..> to see, I meant to be round but I hurt my hip and I havenae just been able to walk as much 
and I was saying that to my daughter, I says, you know I'd love to go out to the Cemetery and see if that 
wee house is still there. 

 

Q. And where did the teachers eat, did they just eat with the family? 

A. Yes. Well there were only my mother and I at that time. 

 

Q. And do you remember, you would'nt know how much they paid would you? 

A. No. There was a Miss Mackay, and a Miss Fraser I always mind and they came from the North. One 
came up from Aberdeen and I don't know where the other one came from. 

 

Q. And how did your mum manage with washing? 

A. Well they just had a wooden tub outside. 

 

Q. Did the lodger do her own washing or was that all included? 

A. Now that's one thing I cannae remember. There's just certain things that come back to you y'know. 

 

Q. So your mum made most of your clothes. How often did you get new clothes? 

A. Well we'd always, <..pause..> shoes for a Sunday, <..pause..> you know you had a coat and that, we'd 
always something special for a Sunday. And then we had our school shoes, and usually when we came 
home from school at night I took off my school things and put on other things. And usually our jerseys 
and our skirts did a whole week, y'know, wearing to the school. It was mostly navy blue or tartan that I 
had. 

 

Q. Was your father good at helping your mother around the house? Did he used to do a lot of jobs or did 
he just work on the land? 

A. Well he did really because we had quite a busy time y'know, but he, he helped and that when, <..pause..> 
after our Annie was born, the youngest one, my mother wasnae well at all at Kippen and then we come 
into Stirling and we stayed with my granny until we got a house, <..pause..> and then that was when we 
went out to the old Raploch Farm and I used to walk and go along in the morning, y'know where St. 
Mark’s Church is? [in the Raploch] Well, <..pause..> there used to be Alexander’s, but I don't know what's 
out there now. What I was saying about St. Mark’s Church was, that's where the farm was, and I used 
to get up in the morning and where the garage is, we went up there. It was just a lane y'know, with 
hedges on each side, and then we crossed the railway that went to Aberfoyle and that, there was the 
railway running then, and this was an old farm house and it was divided into three houses and that's 
where we lived for years until we came into Douglas Street. And I used to walk from there in the 
morning to go and get milk before I went to the Territorial School. 

 

Q. Was that before you went to Cambusbarron? 

A. No, after, <..pause..> y'know I was about, <..pause..> ten or eleven, be about eleven maybe, for I went to 
the Craigs school after I went to the ‘Terri’ and we were into Stirling at that time. 

 

Q. Did you have any jobs to do around the house? 

A. Well I used to. When we stayed on that farm I used to get up on a Monday morning, <..pause..> on a 
Sunday night I cleaned all the school shoes, all the shoes. And then in the morning I got up an' my 
mother would be out in the wash-house getting the washing out early so that there were somebody in, 
and I'd get up and do what I could, y'know to help in the morning. But in those days you'd to make your 
own amusements, <..pause..> and you did things y'know, it's like I say, nowadays, it's changed 
completely. Mind you I don't know if it's just for the best, but I used to do an awful lot of embroidery and 
knitting. I wouldnae make my own clothes or nothing but I used to knit all my own jerseys and 
everything, cardigans. 

 

Q. And after you left school were you still living with your parents? 
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A. Yes. Until I went to Service. And then I worked out in Douglas Terrace and I was there for four year and 
I took a kind of nervous breakdown and I had to leave there, and I got jobs that I didnae need to ‘sleep 
in’ and that was how I carried on until I was married. The last one I was in was out the Causwayhead 
Road. 

 

Q. Can you remember what kind of meals you had as a child? 

A. Meals! Well I think it would be maybe mince and stew. And every Sunday we would go to the church, 
my mother and my father, we would always have, when we came back, a plate of soup and pudding, 
and my father used to always make the pudding, and he would make, <..pause..> it used to be semolina 
(laugh) and he would put a wee drop custard in it and he said he'd put an egg in it! (laughing) Cheating! 

 

Q. Your mother, did she eat well, or was it always the case that she took less to give you more? 

A. No I think we just all, <..pause..> well we used to have hens and that y'know. When I was wee you could 
go to the hen house and get eggs y'know, and we had wee bantams but we had to put them away 
because one of them just aye flew at me whenever I went out. 

 

Q. It didn't like you! 

A. No! 

 

Q. What about the shopping, where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. Well in those days we had, <..pause..> I think there would maybe be a van come round, I can't remember. 
I know when we were at Kippen there was a van came round because we were on the Boquh-huhn 
Estate and it was a good bit from Kippen y'see, and I had to walk there every morning from school, but if 
we were along about eight o'clock, y'see the taxis used to come down to meet the eight o'clock train 
coming from Stirling and if there were nobody in the taxi the man used to give us a lift up to school. 
(laughs) But it was a long way, <..pause..> to walk. 

 

Q. What about furniture? Where did you buy furniture? Did you have to go into town? 

A. Yes I think my mother's was all bought out of Graham and Morton's. When we were married all mine 
was out of Graham and Morton's. 

 

Q. Did you ever celebrate special occasions like birthdays or Christmas? 

A. Oh yes, I think at Christmas and that, we always had something and we'd more for New Year, but I think 
that would maybe be about the only time. My uncle and that, he was a farmer out the Touch Road, he 
was never married and he always came, and he used to go to my granny’s in Douglas Street for our 
New Year's dinner, and then we went to the pictures. 

 

Q. Can you remember what was on? 

A. That was our treat. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play games with you? 

A. Well I know I always had a swing. We always had a swing if there was a tree near at hand and if not he 
made me a swing. 

 

Q. Did you used to play any board games? Ludo or anything? 

A. Aye we had Ludo and Snakes and Ladders you know. 

 

Q. Rounders? 

A. Aye, when you were school age you know, we had all these things and the 'wee yin' was talking about 
playing ball you know, and it used to be ‘One, two, three, a leary’ and you used to put the ball through 
between your legs. (laughs) 

 

Q. Things haven't changed much. 

A. No, I was telling her that you know and she's quite interested in the 'long ago’. 
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Q. And did you have books in the house? 

A. Yes we had, always I think. Some kind of story books. 

 

Q. Were you in the library? 

A. Not in those days no. I have never really been one that's been a great reader. 

 

Q. What about your parents, were they good readers? 

A. Well I don't think they'd ever that much time you know because, when I think, in Farm Service when 
their family was up they'd go out to work, you know, they had to go out to work. 

 

Q. So do you remember if you used to get any newspapers or magazines? Do you remember what they 
were called if you did? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you go out visiting neighbours or friends or anything? 

A. Oh aye well, funny you saying that. I met a girl yesterday and, <..pause..> her mother lived in 
Cambusbarron in a big building, it was opposite the church in Cambusbarron and I was just saying that 
to Marie yesterday, that her mother and my mother were great friends and she'd a boy and girl, and of 
course when you're in the country there's not always that many children, and I used to play a fair lot with 
Johnny and then there was a boy at the Home Farm, George Judge, he'd a wee sister called Minnie 
and I used to go along to the Home Farm and play a lot. And then there was another girl up the road 
from us in St. Ninian’s Road and she was Cathy Fox. <..pause..> I didnae play with her so much but 
occasionally I played with her but it was either with Johnny Smith or George Judge. It was more laddies 
you know, (laughs) and I was saying that, <..pause..> to Marie last night, that his mother Mrs. Smith was 
awful annoyed because you see, you had been brought up together, went to the school and everything 
together and his birthday was Christmas Day and of course I think when we grew up she thought we 
would make a match of it you see. He was a clever laddie, a telegraph boy, and then his aunt and uncle 
came over from America and they took him away back. He was there a few years but I wrote to him 
occasionally you know and that, but he never answered them so I started going with my husband and 
she wasnae very pleased but however as I said he came back and I says “Well he never answered any 
letters.” He never. <..pause..> And now he works in London and he was married and I think I only met him 
twice after that, after he came back I never saw him much you know well; <..pause..> But she was at our 
wedding and that, we're still friendly because she was awful good. My mother didn't keep well for a long 
time and Mrs. Smith would come in and you know she would wash, sponge her all down and things. I 
could do a lot but I wasnae just able to do enough, you know things like that and she was an awful good 
friend of my mother. 

 

Q. Did you manage to any have holidays with your parents when you were a child? 

A. Not really, no. And of course the summertime is the ploughman's busy times with the hay and the 
harvest? 

 

Q. No day trips or anything? 

A. No. <..pause..> We had the Sunday School and that. When we used to go to the Sunday School trip at 
Cambusbarron we went to a big house in the St. Ninian’s Road, to Westerlands, out by Westerlands, it's 
an old folks, <..pause..> well we used to go there, and it was a bag of gooseberries and a pie you got. I 
remember me, coming back. It's just always stuck with me, she said you wouldnae know what was 
gooseberries and what was pie. (laughs) Mine was all, <..pause..> (laughing) <..pause..> squashed to bits! 
But we've always been church, you know. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to a wedding when you were little? 

A. The only one I went to was my brother's and that was at Lesmahagow. 

 

Q. Do you remember anything about it? 
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A. Now, I can always remember, <..pause..> I had a brown dress and jacket and I was working at Douglas 
Terrace at the time. And at Christmas Mrs. Brown had a box of crackers and they had beautiful wee 
roses on them, and I can always remember I had one and that's what I used as a button hole. 

 

Q. So religion was quite important to you as a child? 

A. Mmm hmm. Still is. 

 

Q. Did you say prayers and grace at the table and things like that? 

A. No, not really. But I'll tell you, in the country when we didnae go to the church we had one of those big 
family Bibles, <..pause..> and my father read a chapter every Sunday night out of it. 

 

Q. So how much of the Sunday was spent at church? When you could go to church? 

A. We went in the morning and then there was Sunday School after it, you know. Not like now the Sunday 
School's on when the, <..pause..> [at the same time as the service]. 

 

Q. And how did you used to spend the rest of the day? 

A. Well, we used to go walking. 

 

Q. Your mum and dad, that was a holiday to them? 

A. Aye, we always went for a walk. Even after we were married and had the children, it was just the same. 
That's what I was saying to the wee one [grandchild] that, <..pause..> when we were married at first, this 
was all green fields, and we used to walk out the old Cornton Road and over the railway and back in by 
Causewayhead, with Arthur in the pram when he was a baby. Even the Drip Road there were only Mole 
the butchers. There were the one or two big houses, there were the lemonade factory and then, 
<..pause..> there was another bungalow built just new, when we were there, on the left hand side of the 
road and I think it went into a wee garage it was Ross, people called Ross that lived in it. Then there 
was, on the right hand side going down, there was the one or two big houses, then there's the road I 
think, <..pause..> is it down to Beatty Avenue or is it Burns Street, the one that the bus used to go down, 
and then there was a big house there, Lochawe, or something and it was Mole the butcher's and that 
was all the houses that was there! Then the hospital, Kildean Hospital, I was very friendly with the girl, 
she was my pal, when we lived out there, Marion Hedge. 

 

Q. What age were you then, was it eleven or twelve or something? 

A. No, I wasnae as old as that. When we came in from Kippen and that and then we got the house out 
there, so I wasn't that terribly old but we were there and we were great friends Marion and I, and if my 
mother knitted a cardigan for me she'd always to knit one for Marion. And there was always the four 
girls you know, Marion was always with us because, well her father was aye on call with the hospital 
you know, that was where you went for scarlet fever and diphtheria and all that in those days. [Kildean 
Hospital] It was an infectious disease hospital then, and I was in it and Arthur was in it. 

 

Q. What were you in for? 

A. Scarlet fever, when I was nineteen. 

 

Q. And Arthur was in it as well? 

A. When he was a baby, he was just, I think he had just started the school. 

 

Q. Was that scarlet fever as well? 

A. Mmm, hmm. He was awful ill? 

 

Q. What sort of treatment did they give, do you remember? 

A. Eh, I forget what we got, <..pause..> but nobody was allowed in [to visit] then, when you were able to be 
up and that they saw you from the outside, in the window. 

 

Q. Was there quite an epidemic at that time? 
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A. Yes, oh there was always that, they were kept busy. You see there was the fever ward and then the 
diphtheria one and then there was one for T.B. and that, but look at the sizes, what I mean, there's not 
that now but it's old people that's in it now. 

 

Q. Did you play with your sisters when you were younger? 

A. Oh aye. 

 

Q. Do you remember what sort of toys you had, were they homemade toys? I remember you said you had 
lots of dolls, were they bought for you, or were they homemade? 

A. Some of them were homemade. 

 

Q. Did your mum make them? 

A. Uh huh. 

 

Q. And all the wee clothes? 

A. Uh huh. And I had one or two, <..pause..> china faced ones. 

 

Q. Now did you get them? 

A. I don't know, but I had one that I called Molly and she was a wee china faced and I remember after; 
<..pause..> When Annie was born, but that was the youngest one, I wasnae that old, I was in Kippen, but I 
had helped a lot, she was born on the thirteenth of November and for that Christmas, <..pause..> I got this 
china head doll for my Christmas, it was china. And do you know this, I had it up until I was over 
fourteen year old, and that same Annie went and she broke it. Oh and I was so annoyed because 
they've all got their dolls yet and when it was their turn for dolls it was when the wee baby dolls come in. 
Annie's was china, and I prized that doll because that's what they had given me because I had worked, 
helped, washed dishes and things and that when she wasnae able. I kind of helped to look after Jenny 
and I'll tell you one thing about that. Boquh-huhn Estate is, <..pause..> there was the big court yard, you 
came in an opening bit, like there [points to a place in the room] and then everything was round y'know 
and our house was down here, and in the middle there was a great big trough and that's where the 
horses drank. And our Jenny was the greatest one, she wasnae awful good at walking but she could 
crawl, and there was all cobbles you know, and she crawled over and you'd to keep your eye on her for 
she would go and she would, <..pause..> in the water y'know. 

 

Q. Drink it! 

A. Yes, <..pause..> splash you know! 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty and that when you were little? 

A. Oh yes, at Kippen, it was quite a big house we had there and we had a kind of attic room up the stair, 
and I had old boxes and these were tables and chairs and I had a cover on them and I had on them: 
dishes, bowls, dishes you know all things like that. 

 

Q. I remember you saying you played with boys a lot, did they play the same games then? Did boys and 
girls play the same games? 

A. I think so, much the same. 

 

Q. And were you free to play with anyone you pleased? 

A. Mmm, hmm. 

 

Q. There was nobody you weren't allowed to play with? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Was there a lot of fighting or gambling in the street with kids, do you remember? 

A. No, no in these days. Not that we were in Stirling so much until we came to stay in Stirling but even then 
it was quite quiet, you know. 
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Q. Your free time after school and weekends and that, you just played with other kids? 

A. Quite a lot of them. I had a, the school photos, taken at the ‘Terri’ School and there was a Miss Fraser 
and there was a Miss Henderson, <..pause..> two Miss Hendersons, there was Miss Dora Henderson and 
Miss Nellie Henderson, teachers at the ‘Terri’ School. 

 

Q. Did any of them lodge with you? 

A. No. No. That was just during the war that my mother had them, <..pause..> for they were kind of, <..pause..> 
you know they needed someone to take them in. And it was Mr. Grierson that was the school master 
then. And that's his son that's, <..pause..> you know, <..pause..> very great on the television. 

 

Q. That photograph that you showed me, there's a Grierson on that isn't there? 

A. He had a great big moustache. He was very, very, oh very, very strict. The boys were terrified for him. 

 

Q. Really! How did he reprimand them, was it with a belt or anything? 

A. Well he would strap them. 

 

Q. The belt, not a cane? 

A. No, I think it would be a strap. 

 

Q. What about the girls, did they not get that? 

A. Well if, I suppose if you were bad you got the strap. It's a thing I never was guilty of getting. Oh I never 
was, <..pause..> I got on well at school. I wasnae brilliant but I wasnae, <..pause..> you know, I was always 
quite good. Sewing and that was always the things I got prizes for. And I remember at Kippen School I 
got a prize for sewing. And it was kind of bag and it had a, you know, a hard cardboard bottom and it 
covered with red and white spotted kind of satin material and it drew at the top, and that was my prize. 
And it was lovely. 

 

Q. Have you still got it? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you have any pets when you were younger? 

A. Oh aye, rabbits and cats. We hadnae a dog then, but we'd a cat and a rabbit. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sports as a child? 

A. Not really. Oh maybe at the school racing and things like that, and then when I left the school, when you 
go into Service and you stay in you havenae the nights free you know. You just had your half-day on a 
Wednesday and a half-day on a Sunday. 

 

Q. What about Youth Organisations, Guides or Brownies, were you in any of those? 

A. I was in the Guides at Craigforth, you know at the Amicable, the Scottish Amicable, and we used to go 
there. That was when we lived out at the Drip Road on the old Raploch Farm. Marion Hedge and I used 
to go to Craigforth and Mrs. Cooper, it was a Mr. and Mrs. Cooper that was in Craigforth at that time, 
and he was a wee man, and she, I think, had been an officer in the army. Oh strict! You had to do what 
you were told. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do? 

A. Oh, just like they do now. It was flowers that was on your badges and that. 

 

Q. Did you like it? 

A. Aye I liked the Guides. We would maybe have a party at Christmas and things like that. 

 

Q. And what other things did you used to do, did you used to go to the pictures? 
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A. Aye, well when we came into Stirling we used to get, <..pause..> there was The Queen’s Cinema that was 
open, then there was The Kinema. Then there were The Picture House and then The Regal was built. 
The Queen’s Cinema. 

 

Q. Whereabouts was The Queen’s Cinema? 

A. <..pause..> You know Queen Street in Stirling, you know where the Chapel is? <..pause..> There was the 
Tannery Lane that went down. Well that was where The Queen’s Cinema was. Well we used to go 
there. It was tuppence to get in and a penny to spend. 

 

Q. So that was your pocket money for a week? 

A. Uh huh. 

 

Q. I see, so you got thruppence did you? What did you spend the penny on? 

A. Oh, I don't know, as much as you could get for a penny. (laughs) 

 

Q. I suppose you could get a lot then? 

A. Aye. I mind when I was going with my husband, well with them having the shop at Cambusbarron they, 
<..pause..> he used to get free passes you know, they used to give passes in these days and the two of 
us could get into The Queen’s or The Regal or The Picture House for nothing, you know. So we usually 
went there. Once I wasnae sleeping-in, I went with him from when I was sixteen, and em, we went 
seven years, I was nearly twenty-four when we got married. 

 

Q. You waited? 

A. Mmm hmm. But in those days you had to wait until their ‘time was out’, and he was a printer. He worked 
with The Observer. 

 

Q. And how long was his apprenticeship? 

A. Quite a while. 

 

Q. A few years? 

A. Oh aye. 

 

Q. You had to wait until he had finished? 

A. Oh yes. So eh, <..pause..> kind of get settled. But he worked with The Journal, that was in King Street. 
Then he worked in The Sentinel after the war, and then he got into The Observer and he was there until 
he retired. 

 

Q. That was good, it must have been an interesting job? 

A. Mmm hmm. Aye he was a Linotype operator, you know all the type and that. <..pause..> Nowadays it'll be 
different, but they had to make all the type and that. 

 

Q. Right, to get back to when you were at school. Before you went to school did your mum and dad or 
anybody give you any lessons? Could you read or write at all before you went? 

A. Oh I think I learned the figures and things like that. 

 

Q. And who taught you that? 

A. Oh I think my mother taught me. I had a slate, you know it was a slate with a wooden bit round it, and a 
slate pencil. 

 

Q. And how old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Five. I was five in the July, and I would go at the summer holidays. 

 

Q. Was that The Territorial School? 



 1103

A. No, that was the Cambusbarron School. 

 

Q. And what did you think of school? 

A. I liked the school. 

 

Q. The teachers? 

A. Mmm hmm. I never had such bother with any of them. I think if you played kind of, <..pause..> decent with 
them, you got on alright. 

 

Q. Did they used to emphasize certain things as important in life, like manners or punctuality or ways of 
speaking? Or were they just interested in teaching your lessons and that was it? 

A. I think they were quite interested. You had to be there on time, especially Mr. Grierson, you had to be 
there on time. 

 

Q. And tidiness, you already said about that? 

A. Well that was Mr. McLeod at The Territorial, he was awful, <..pause..> wanted everybody to be dressed, 
you know, the same. 

 

Q. Did you have a uniform at Cambusbarron? 

A. No, I'd just a skirt and jumper. 

 

Q. Did the teachers encourage discussion, or did you just do what you were told? 

A. Yes, I think pretty much so. 

 

Q. Can you remember what other subjects you had apart from Sewing? 

A. Well you got, <..pause..> there was Grammar, Geography, History, and Arithmetic and Writing. The 
Grammar, you know, I never seemed to be very good at it, and yet when it came to passing my exam, 
what did they call it, something plus? <..pause..> 

 

Q. Eleven Plus. 

A. I had full marks for my Grammar. 

 

Q. How did they teach you Grammar? 

A. Well you had to make wee sentences and things like that you know, and compositions and write essays 
and things. 

 

Q. That would be the equivalent of what they call English now? 

A. English, yes. 

 

Q. What about playtimes? 

A. Aye we had our eleven o' clock playtime. 

 

Q. What did you do then, did you have a snack or anything? 

A. Well just play. I can't remember whether I had a wee piece or a biscuit. I think it was a wee piece I had. 

 

Q. Were there any gangs in the school? 

A. No so much then I think. As I got older I think there were more, you know, <..pause..> they've all their own 
groups. As it is now. 

 

Q. So you went from Cambusbarron to The Territorial School? 

A. No. I went from Cambusbarron to Kippen, and then back to the Territorial and I was there until I passed 
my eleven plus, and then you'd either go to The Craigs School or The High School. 
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Q. What was the Craigs School? 

A. It was a Secondary School then. 

 

Q. What was the difference then between them? 

A. Well I took a Commercial Course at the Craigs School. I learned French, you know, and Typing and all 
these things. Not Typing, what do you call that? <..pause..> Shorthand. 

 

Q. And what age were you when you went to The Craigs School then? 

A. I'd be about twelve. 

 

Q. And when did you leave? 

A. Fourteen. 

 

Q. Did you get certificates for your Shorthand and that when you left there? 

A. No I didnae get any, but you know I wasnae bad at it. 

 

Q. Did you want to go further? 

A. Not really, <..pause..> I never was just that keen. I wanted to get into an office, but of course jobs were 
just kind of the same as they are now but eh, <..pause..> that's why I just went into Service for you could 
get a job easier. 

 

Q. Did you ever attend any part-time education? 

A. I went to night school. To the Allan School for Cookery. 

 

Q. And what age were you then? 

A. Well I must have been, <..pause..> about seventeen or eighteen. I have a friend that lived out in the, 
<..pause..> I met when I was in the hospital with the fever, she lived at the end of Bruce Street and I 
didnae know her and she was Peggy ****** and I was Peggy ******, (laughs) and they used to talk about 
the two Peggys and we were friends after that, you know, we were friends for years. 

 

Q. You left school at fourteen to go into Service, did you ever do any jobs while you were still at school, 
part-time jobs? 

A. No. No. 

 

Q. So your first job was straight into Service, living-in was it? 

A. Uh huh. 

 

Q. And that was? 

A. Douglas Terrace, Cambusbarron. Five shillings a week. 

 

Q. What was your job called? 

A. I was a general, I just did everything. 

 

Q. Dusting, polishing, that sort of thing? 

A. Yes, cleaning out the fires and doing the washing, for she was awful bad with high blood pressure, the 
lady, and she was a lot in her bed. I was left to, <..pause..> I wasnae that old but I had to run this big 
house, you know, clean out the two fires, the kitchen and the sitting-room every morning. 

 

Q. How many rooms were in that house? Can you remember? 
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A. Well eh, <..pause..> there was a study at the back down the stair and then there were the big front room 
that had the dining-room table and that but they sat quite a lot in that one. And then there was the 
drawing-room up the stair, and three bedrooms and the bathroom. 

 

Q. What about your quarters, where did you stay? 

A. It was a wee bedroom just off the kitchen that I had, <..pause..> down the stair. 

 

Q. And what was in it, just your bed? 

A. Bed and a kind of hanging wardrobe thing that was it, and a wee chest of drawers that's what was in it. 

 

Q. How big was the family? 

A. There was only one boy. 

 

Q. What did your employer do, the master of the house? 

A. Well he was a surveyor, architect but he had been wounded during The First War and he didnae go out 
to work, you know, he did a lot of work in the house. 

 

Q. So can you describe a typical working day? You got up in the morning and did the fires? 

A. I had to get up at seven o' clock, <..pause..> and I did all the fires and I'd always to help with the breakfast 
and then I had to, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you do the breakfast yourself or was there a cook? 

A. Well if Mrs. Brydon wasnae down, I had to make the breakfast, so it was usually porridge or, <..pause..> 
tea and toast and maybe bacon and egg and that if they wanted, <..pause..> whatever they wanted. 

 

Q. And then you'd clear up after them? 

A. Mmm hem, and then you had to, <..pause..> there was no Hoovers in these days, <..pause..> it was the 
wee switch you used you know, brush and shovel. 

 

Q. Did you just clean until it was lunchtime and then make the lunch? 

A. Well you'd to see about the lunch you know, the wee boy didnae come home but we had our meal at 
lunchtime. 

 

Q. Oh you had your main meal at lunchtime? 

A. Uh huh, and I used to do the potatoes and all the vegetables and that and she would see to the meat 
course, but I did all that and, <..pause..> you know everything that was really needing done, <..pause..> for 
bar that, and she was a great baker, she was an awful good baker. 

 

Q. What did you do in the afternoons then? 

A. Well there were always something, if there wasnae silver to clean you had to do that. There was always 
something in the afternoon. 

 

Q. Could you describe what you wore, your uniform, you had a uniform didn't you? 

A. Aye well it was a blue and white striped dress, <..pause..> and a big white apron with a bib on it you know 
and it fastened across at the back and then we had the wee hats that covered over our hair, that was in 
the morning. Then after lunch you got dressed and you'd to wear black shoes and black stockings all 
the time, and in the afternoon you'd your black dress with your black collar on it and then you'd your 
wee fancy aprons, <..pause..> and just a wee hat that had a band with black velvet round it you know, and 
that was what you wore. 

 

Q. Why did you have to change in the afternoon? 

A. I don't know. 
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Q. You never knew why? 

A. That was just fact, that was what you just had to do. 

 

Q. So you said earlier you got Wednesday afternoon and Sunday afternoon off, so what did you do on your 
days off? 

A. Well I just always came home to my mother's. 

 

Q. And your employers didn't mind what you did on your days off? 

A. We'd to be in at nine o' clock. Nine o'clock on a Sunday and ten o' clock through the week, and then 
when I started going with my husband, if you wanted to go ‘anyplace’ you'd always to ask, that wee bit 
later, but you see it suited fine because if we went to anything in Stirling and I was going back to 
Douglas Terrace, he was going on to Cambusbarron you see. (laughs) And a girl that I went to the 
school with too, <..pause..> we were quite friendly, we joined the church, we went to the Bible Class at the 
Holy Rude [Church] and we went and we joined the church together Bessie and I. We met our men 
together. Bessie worked in 12, Park Place and I worked in 12, Douglas Terrace so, <..pause..> we used to 
walk away round the Park you know and that, and then when it came time for us parting Duncan would 
take Bessie along to 12, Park Place and Arthur would take me up to 12, Douglas Terrace and then they 
met at the bottom of the road and walked home to Cambusbarron. 

 

Q. Did you enjoy the work? 

A. Yes, you see this is it, I'm always getting a row yet, I can't, <..pause..> sit down and not do things. I've got 
to be on the go, and yet when I took my wee grand daughter there they were all saying, “Oh it's a tie.” 
and “It's this and that.” but you see I'm happy. It's given me something to live for. After my husband died 
well I'd thought on coming back to Stirling then from Crail, but my friend said, 'Oh wait and see how you 
get on.” So, he'd just been a year dead when eh, <..pause..> Marie and her mum and the baby come over 
from Germany you see and then I was taken in the August, the July, I took gall bladder trouble and I 
had to go into the hospital and her mum was taken into hospital at the same time and the baby was 
adopted and so I've had her. [Marie] 

 

Q. To get back to your working days. How did you learn of the job in Douglas Terrace? 

A. I think it was through the paper or something. 

 

Q. Oh, it was in the paper? 

A. Mmm hmm. 

 

Q. What paper? 

A. The Observer. 

 

Q. So you left there, you were four years there? 

A. Uh huh. 

 

Q. You would be eighteen then? 

A. Aye, and then I went to McCulloch's. They used to have the shop at the top of Friar Street. McCulloch 
and Young. They lived in Clarendon Place, what they called the Myreton [name of a house] and it had 
two big lamps, he was Provost McCulloch you see. Well I worked to her, and that's where I took scarlet 
fever, and of course they had to get somebody else because you were a month in the hospital. 

 

Q. So how long had you been working for them when you took scarlet fever? 

A. I'd maybe been working about two years. 

 

Q. That wasn't a sleep-in job that though? 

A. No, I think I maybe got seven and six or ten shillings there. 

 

Q. So you got five shillings a week at your other job didn't you? 



 1107

A. Uh huh. 

 

Q. So when you got over the scarlet fever was that you unemployed? 

A. Uh huh, and I got a, <..pause..> I was working down the Riverside to a Mr. MacPherson, a joiner, it was 
just his wife was ill and it was to help in the house you know, and then she got better and then I got a 
job over the Abbey with bakers over there, just cleaning and the same thing but I'd to go in the wee boat 
every morning. (laughs) 

 

Q. Oh did you! What was that like? 

A. Not very nice, many a morning it was gey rough, and that was before the bridge was built you see. 

 

Q. And how long did it take to go over? 

A. Och just maybe, <..pause..> not much more than, <..pause..> it wouldnae be ten minutes, maybe five 
minutes or so. 

 

Q. And then you'd have to come back that way? 

A. Oh aye. 

 

Q. So you didn't like that much? 

A. It was alright as long as the water was alright, but it could be very rough at times. 

 

Q. So was that your last job? 

A. No! And then I went from there to Causewayhead to Cressington, Causewayhead, to a Miss Duncan's. 
Miss Duncan was the sewing teacher in The High School and I was there for, <..pause..> until I was 
married, and I've still got the china they gave me when I was married, a dinner set. 

 

Q. And how much were you earning then? 

A. Fifteen shillings a week. 

 

Q. So it had gone from five shillings to fifteen shillings. You would have been about twenty two or twenty 
three then were you? 

A. <..pause..> Aye I was twenty three. We were married on the twenty first of April and I was twenty three 
and then I was twenty four in the July. 

 

Q. So that last job you had, all your jobs, were you the only maid in all those houses? 

A. Mmm hmm. 

 

Q. Was that common in Stirling, just one general maid? 

A. Yes, uh huh. That one, well Mr. Duncan had a stroke and Mrs. Duncan, you know they were well up in 
years and then there were the two sisters and one of them was very lame but she worked in the Income 
Tax Office. <..pause..> I'll tell you where it was, you know the South Church that's standing empty, the 
one in the Main Street at the bus stop, well was it Hay's that had a shop there then and then there was 
a close and Miss Duncan worked up in an office up there. But she was awful lame and you see I did all 
the cooking, and Miss, the other, Miss Jean Duncan that was the sewing teacher in The High School, 
she used to come home with recipes from the cooking teacher and she would say, "Now Margaret, we'll 
just try that today." And the other woman used to say, “Oh, Margaret that's terrible," she says, "you 
know I'm not supposed to get heavy with my leg being,” <..pause..> (laughs) But I would make it but I 
never got shown anything I just got the recipe handed to me. I had to make white scones and wheaten 
ones every day I was there, because Mr. Duncan with his being an invalid eh, <..pause..> through the 
night he had a white scone and a wheaten scone and a cup of tea through the night. Miss Duncan, (he 
had a stroke) and Miss Duncan had to sleep with him, you know she had her own bed, but she slept in 
that room with him because Mrs. Duncan wasnae able to cope with him and you see often when you 
have strokes you kind of change and you see he hadnae any time for his wife. On a Monday night when 
Miss Duncan would be at the school, the night school, you know they had night school, and I'd always 
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to wait late the night she was at the night school because he always had his tantrums when Jean 
wasnae there. 

 

Q. So it was quite difficult? 

A. Aye, so, for he used to get out and get up. He wasnae able to do anything but he would get up and 
demand his coat and that and then he would go away along the Causewayhead Road, and you know 
even in those days there was quite a lot of traffic, and his eyes, he was getting blind and that. But oh I 
was awful happy with them you know and I used to go back, and they had a son, he died quite young, 
they were married and they lived out on Randolph Road but before they went to Randolph Road they 
lived in Bearsden. He was a traveller for Dorkis and they had one wee girl but she was a Mongol and 
they came and stayed at Causewayhead with the mother and father and eh, <..pause..> that wee one just 
loved me, just loved me. And I would eh, in the afternoon I would take her away in her go-chair maybe 
into Stirling and that you know and I'd no bother, she would help me. <..pause..> And I eh, I used to go out 
after I was married, to her and then Mr. Duncan died, <..pause..> and Mrs. Duncan died and then they 
went and bought, the two sisters bought a bungalow out at the Infirmary, <..pause..> because by this time 
the one that was lame was getting that she needed a wheelchair. And I used to go out and see them 
and then when my eldest boy Arthur was born, <..pause..> I went out occasionally you know to see them 
and that and then, I went out with the twins but I never went back again because the son's wife was 
there with Jeanette and you know I just felt heart sorry for her, you know. But they'd lost, their first one 
was a wee boy and he died and then the second one being a wee Mongol you know you felt, <..pause..> 
so I never went back out but I met them in the town occasionally you know and that, but I was out at the 
hospital letting them see the twins when, when they'd maybe be about six weeks old I went back out 
with them and I went in and saw the Duncans you know. But they were awful nice people and that and 
they were awful good to me and that. 

 

Q. While you were still in Service but still living at home, just after Cambusbarron. What did you used to do 
at nights? Did you used to go a lot to the cinema or? <..pause..> 

A. Well, <..pause..> eh, I did knitting or sewing. I used to make woolly rugs and raggy rugs and that. 

 

Q. Did you have your own bedroom? Could you entertain your friends and that? 

A. No, we had only a room and a kitchen. 

 

Q. So, if you went out at night you would be going with your husband then wouldn't you? 

A. Oh aye, well I was going, <..pause..> I just saw him on a Wednesday night and maybe a Saturday and a 
Sunday to begin with you know. And we used to go away just for walks you know, long walks round this 
way and round by the Abbey and away up Polmaise Road and that, we were great walkers in those 
days. 

 

Q. Yes I suppose everybody was, of course you didn't have much choice did you? 

A. Aye, <..pause..> well there was nothing else you know and I went out occasionally to Cambusbarron for 
my tea and he was coming to our house for his tea occasionally and that but eh, <..pause..> but we were 
engaged for three years. Well I saw him, you know he used to come in quite a lot at night and then he 
would be in on a Sunday afternoon and maybe a Saturday afternoon and that. We went to the pictures 
maybe once a week. I remember when I put in my name for a house and I knew that the woman, not 
down the stair from my mother but on the other side of the close, was hoping to get a bigger house and 
I had been up, I always used to go up and pay my mother's rent. It was Dickson and Middleton, they 
had a place up in Barnton Street and Mr. Dickson always just called me Peggy, <..pause..> and I 
remember when Mrs. Brunton was flitting, when she got word of the house she told me and I went up 
and Mr. Dickson says, "Oh but are you sure it won't be too near your mother?" and I said, "Oh no!" 

 

Q. Where-about is that? 

A. In Douglas Street. 

 

Q. This man, did he have a business in town then, and did he own these flats as well? 

A. Oh he was a solicitor, Dickson and Middleton was very, <..pause> Mr. Middleton stayed at the foot of 
Windsor Place and Mr. Dickson stayed out in Victoria Square. 
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Q. And what were the rents like, were they better than the Council? 

A. Seven and six I think a week. 

 

Q. Was it dearer than the Council or cheaper? 

A. Well there werenae many Council houses at that time. Not so many. 

 

Q. Were they furnished or unfurnished? 

A. Unfurnished, oh yes, but what they did when we got the house, he would paper your room and your hall 
and I was lucky I had a bathroom but I hadnae any hot water. 

 

Q. Was this place below your parents? 

A. Yes you see it was a big house, I forget what it was, MacIntosh was the name, but he had this house 
and then he had divided it into four. It had been two flats, a bottom flat and a top flat and of course I had 
what would be their drawing-room and one of their bedrooms and the other bit through the back had the 
kitchen, and it had two big sinks in it and then they had eh, <..pause..> they had a big room and kitchen 
for by this bit and the lavatory but I had a bathroom but I hadnae the hot water you see. I had a bath 
and a toilet but I had an 'immerser' and, and then we had a sink in our kitchen, <..pause..> we'd a lovely 
oriel window in our big room. 

 

Q. So did you save up money before you married? 

A. Oh yes, we were able to buy everything we needed. 

 

Q. And did your parents and his parents help you as well? 

A. Well they gave us, his people gave us em, <..pause..> our bed and mine gave me my big room carpet. 
Because we went to Graham and Morton's and we got our suite made to the colour we wanted, it was a 
bed settee, it was a ‘Gregor’ settee, we got it made and we got a carpet that would go with it, and I got 
my curtains there, all my linoleums and everything then. That friend that I said that was awful friendly 
with my mother, her sister's man was an upholsterer and he made all my curtains for me and he put up 
linen blinds on all my windows. And I must say I had an awful nice house. 

 

Q. What about your wedding itself? 

A. We were married in the County Hotel? 

 

Q. The County Hotel, where was that? 

A. Well, <..pause..> I think, you know where the opening goes up to the back of the Golden Lion, well the 
County Hotel was right across the road, <..pause..> and they went up steps to it you know, so that's where 
we were married. 

 

Q. And did you have a reception there too? 

A. Reception there too, yes. And my cake was made in Elder’s and it was just one big round one you 
know. 

 

Q. Not any tiers? 

A. No just the single. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon at all? 

A. Well we went to a sister of my husband's, away up at Doune because he had been working regular up 
until we got the house and then he was paid off. But he got in, he was working at Airdrie, <..pause..> and 
that, <..pause..> we just went on with the wedding because we had it booked and that you know, so he 
was working away at Airdrie and that and then he was called up and Arthur was just a year old when he 
was, <..pause..> he was just a year or was he more? He must have been more than that, anyway he was 
working different places until he got called up for the Army and I was expecting Annette at the time. The 
doctor had to go along and get, no, she wasnae born, and I had taken a terrible turn of toothache and I 
had to go to the doctor and he said to me to go, and I was to tell them what to give me, with me being 
pregnant and it was between Christmas and the New Year. Oh, I never put in such a Christmas and 
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New Year ever, anyway it was a dentist up in Melville Terrace I went to and here he had bared the chin 
bone, <..pause..> when he pulled the tooth out. And the pain! I suffered it you know and I suffered it and I 
remembered this Sunday morning my mother came down the stair and she said to me, I was beginning 
to look terrible by this time you know, not getting any sleep nor nothing, and she said to my husband, 
she said "If you don't go along and get the doctor for her," she says, "I or her daddy will go.” So he went 
along and it was old Doctor Boston at the time and he came in and he took the edge of a teaspoon you 
know, and just touched. Ohhh! He says, "Yes," he says, “he's bared the bone.” and what I had to get 
was tincture of myrrh and iodine and I had to keep putting cotton wool on that until it healed and it was 
terrible. 

 

Q. How long did it take to heal? 

A. It was two or three week, but I'd had it, it had been bad for about a week before that you see, before I 
would give in and get the doctor and of course, he was worried. Then to start off with on a Sunday my 
husband and I used to go away with Arthur in the pram for a walk and we'd been away round by Logie 
and back in the Cornton Road and went out the Causewayhead Road and up and round by Logie 
Church and along the back and came down at a road at Bridge of Allan, you know, and back round by 
the Cornton and we'd got a lot of sticks, it was always for the fire. Here, on the Monday when I had been 
doing the washing, I says, now I'll go and break up these sticks you see and eh, <..pause..> my man was 
away, he was in, was he away by this time? <..pause..> I think he was because my sister's man, they 
werenae married but he was in and he was stationed outside Dollar and he had come into my mother's 
and he was up the stair and I remember I was breaking them with the axe, here a bit came back and cut 
my nose there, and when I went up the stair they didn't know which bit of my face was cut. (laughs) So 
that was to begin with and I would only be what, maybe two months and then of course, this with my 
tooth. Then my husband was called up in the March and I was taking Arthur for a jag, he had to get 
another injection, and I was taking him along and he said to me, 'How did your husband get away? How 
did he get on with his medical?" I says, “He's away this morning." Of course I burst out greetin. And he 
says, "Well I never thought they would have passed him.” ‘cause with his having that lung, he had been 
operated for pneumonia and pleurisy, and he was all cut along there. “I didn't think they would pass 
him." But I says, "He's away this morning," and he says, “Oh, you've had some time." So; <..pause..> 

 

Q. What age was he then when he got called up? 

A. <..pause..> Now he was four years older than me and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What age was he then when you got married? 

A. He was twenty eight and I was twenty four. 

 

Q. And you had Arthur and you were expecting Annette? 

A. Yes and that would be about four years and he would be about thirty two and em, I remember he was 
coming home on leave. But I suffered an awful lot with a sore back, <..pause..>  when I was expecting 
Annette and I used to always say to his, "Och I'll never know when the right pains come for my back is 
so sore." So, it was going on and on and it was getting worse, my back, and my mother says, after the 
carry on we had with Arthur, she says, "You're going to send for the doctor." and my husband was 
coming home on the Monday on leave, that was in July, and he says, [the doctor] "Oh." he came in that 
night, and he said to me, "Well, oh just go to bed and take a couple of aspirins or something and your 
husband will be home in time to do the needful." He never let on but this was me started. At five o'clock 
in the morning, my mother was sleeping; she came down the stairs and slept with me you know when it 
was getting so near at hand. So at five o'clock, she said, "Are you not sleeping yet?" I said, "No," I said, 
"my back's that sore." So she gave me a cup of tea and another couple of aspirins and then about six 
o'clock she said, "Are you not any better?" I says, "No." She said, "I think I'll go up and get Mrs. 
Marshall." That was our neighbour up the stair, she hadnae long moved in, so she says, "I think I'll go 
up and see what she says." So she came down and she said, "I think you should get her dad to go for 
the doctor." So he went away to go along and get the doctor and by the time he came back Annette was 
lying on the floor! Oh she had the most beautiful head of jet black hair, and when she was born, the first 
thing, my mother lifted her to see if her face was alright because with me having the cut nose and then 
the teeth. But oh, she was a lovely wee girl. Well I got up off the floor and walked into my bed, and I 
think maybe I'd lost quite a lot of blood because it took me far longer to get over her birth than what it 
did with Arthur's, and then my man was home on the Monday. She was born on the Friday morning but 
he was going back to France again you know, and it was just a worry all the time, you know. 
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Q. So when you married him he'd finished his apprenticeship as a printer, and he eventually ended up with 
The Stirling Observer. Why was he working in Airdrie then? 

A. Well you see he was in The Journal Office, <..pause..> and then they paid one or two off and he went to 
Airdrie to work you know. They were needing somebody there and then he was called up and then he 
was at, <..pause..> when he came back he got into The Sentinel Office in Stirling, then from there he went 
to The Observer. So he was there until he retired. 

 

Q. Did you work after you got married? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Not at all? 

A. Not until the children were all up and then I went back cleaning! 

 

Q. When did you stop doing that? 

A. When I got 'teeny bash'. [grand-daughter] Well, you see I would never have been able to keep it on for 
she was at the school but you see her mother wouldnae let me out of her sight. Then with me having 
the operation I had to give up everything. I had a Home Help up 'til I came here, three days a week. 

 

Q. So you just had Arthur and Annette then? 

A. No. Four boys and one girl. 

 

Q. Oh I thought you only had the two? 

A. No! 

 

Q. After that birth with Annette, you went on did you? 

A. Well I had the war between, you know. Jimmy was born after his daddy came out the army, he's forty in 
June and, <..pause..> then he was four and a half when I had twin boys. 

 

Q. Oh you had twins after that? 

A. I was thirty-nine past, and one was 71b 11oz and the other one was 6lb odds. 

 

Q. So was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. Well, <..pause..> yes. Well I always liked children. 

 

Q. Did you know anything about birth control? 

A. No, I never really bothered that much, you know. 

 

Q. Was there advice available? 

A. Oh yes, I suppose there would be. 

 

Q. Would that be the nurse maybe or the doctor or something like that? 

A. Uh huh. I had three year between Arthur and Annette and then I had, how long between, <..pause..> 
Annette's what, <..pause..> there would be about six years between her and Jimmy and then four and a 
half between him and the twins? 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in childbirth before you had Arthur? 

A. Not really. We all had to learn by, <..pause..> (laughs) 

 

Q. Were there no books for you to read or anything? 

A. We never bothered with that, and I think you know with me being out, I wasnae meeting an awful lot of 
girls and that, with being in Service I didnae meet, <..pause..> just kind of on your own you know, and 
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when you couldnae go out at night and then of course with me going with Arthur, I never bothered 
much. I had Bessie when I worked at Douglas Terrace. 

 

Q. Your children, they were all born at home? 

A. No, the twins were born in the hospital. 

 

Q. Was that Stirling Royal? 

A. Uh huh, because after Jimmy, I took a haemorrhage and you see they were frightened, with them being 
so big. [the twins] Well I had a nurse, a private nurse, and here, she let me down and so I; my sister got 
in touch with a Mrs. McCulloch, she had her, my sister had this Nurse McCulloch, so we got in touch 
with her and she came in on the Saturday and she examined me and she says, "Oh," she says, "I'm 
quite sure there's two backs," but she hadnae her stethoscope and she couldnae, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Now far on were you then? 

A. I had only a fortnight to go. 

 

Q. And you hadn't been told before that? 

A. No, and yet the doctor was coming in every week. 

 

Q. Oh it must have been a terrible shock, was it? 

A. Well in the July to start off with, I was awful, <..pause..> I had lost my father in the September, he died in 
the September and then at Christmas and the New Year I took this terrible spell, sickness and diarrhoea 
and I went to the doctor at the end of January and I said to him, “I don't know if I'm pregnant or not." 
"Well," he says, "come in next week and bring a sample and we'll send it away and see.” So, <..pause..> 
then I had to go back and he said, “Yes.” and I was still having this terrible sickness. I was terrible every 
morning and that was how I was the whole time nearly. It kind of left me about, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And you had no idea it was twins until just before? 

A. No, and in the August I hadn't been very well and I sent for him, [the doctor] or did I go out? Dr. 
Blackwood had his, <..pause..> Allan Park he stayed, and I went out and he said to me, <..pause..> well, I 
had a show of blood, he says, "Now you've not to go walking nor nothing, just you go home." And all the 
length I was, <..pause..> I stayed in the middle of Bruce Street by this time, I'd got another house with 
another bedroom, <..pause..> and that was all the length I was until the August, 'til they were born on the 
twenty-eighth of October, was from the middle of Bruce Street along to my mother's in Douglas Street. 
Because I had to wear men's shoes and everything because my feet were so badly swollen and David, 
<..pause..> the Doctor, just always said it was a roll of fat and so when Nurse McCulloch came in, she 
examined me and she said she thought it was two backs, then she came back in on the Tuesday and 
brought her stethoscope and she says, "Oh, there's definitely two heart beats." 

 

Q. And how did you feel then? 

A. Well, I was about this breadth, I couldnae walk nor nothing but I couldnae sit and, <..pause..> so my 
sister, she had awful bad legs and she was out at Dr. Blackwood's on the Thursday and she told him 
what Nurse McCulloch had said. So on the Friday morning the door opened and this was the doctor, 
"Well, is it one, two or three?" he says. Well he says, "I think I'll make an appointment for you to get x-
rayed at the hospital because after the time you had with Jimmy we better see right." So of course it 
was a Doctor Rose that was the doctor and she said; "Oh, it's definitely two." I never got the x-ray yet, 
she says, "It's definitely two and you're coming in here." So Dr. Blackwood come in that week again, on 
the Friday was it or the Wednesday and he said to me, “You've to go in on the Friday, they are keeping 
you in.” So I went out. I left about half-past one and you know I was all kind of worked up because I was 
leaving the house all clean and my husband and the bairns were going to stay at my mother's, and I had 
the beds all changed and everything, and it was a wash-house outside, but I hadnae been out there and 
there were no washing machines at that time and I just did everything in the sink and I had the beds all 
lovely and clean so that when I came back I would have nothing to do you know, my mother wouldnae 
have anything to do. But our Jimmy had taken the chickenpox, so of course I was worried about going 
in with him having the chicken-pox so, however, I went in on the Friday and I hadnae, couldnae eat an 
awful lot because the baby was pressing on my stomach you see and I couldnae eat. That was me, I 
hadnae much at lunchtime and I never got anything in the afternoon and then you got your dinner later, 
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you know tea later, and oh, I just had a cup of tea. And then they had to put another lassie away that 
lived in Wallace Street that was expecting twins, they sent her away to Airthrey, for to get a bed for me 
so that was the Friday I went in. They says, "You've not to be allowed up, you've to be kept in bed.” So 
on the Saturday night the doctor came round again and he says, "Well, I think we'll give you a big dose 
of castor oil and a hot bath." I felt within myself they wouldnae be that terribly long you know. So then I 
had my, it was late on, I had my bath and my castor oil and that and then I felt my back getting quite 
bad you know and I said to the nurse, and "Oh," she says, "you've a long while to go yet.” Johnny was 
born at ten to eight. They had to rush then you know, they all panicked 'cause it was the change over of 
all the nurses at about quarter to eight in the morning and panic stations, me needing to go to the 
theatre and Johnny was born at ten to and David was born at twenty past. But with Johnny being the 
smaller of the two he came first but David was a breach and you know he was covered in, <..pause..> like 
lappered milk. Just fat what the doctor said it was, a roll of fat but it was like suet and that all over him 
but,<..pause..> the cord was round his neck and so we had a wee bit job trying to get him to come round. 
Johnny screamed whenever he was born, but not David, however he did. But that was the Sunday 
morning they were born and when my husband phoned, well they says it's two boys. And when my 
mother came out in the afternoon they said, "Well there's the two boys but one of them we've had a bit 
of bother with, with David." The nurse says, "What are you calling them?" I says, "John and David," and 
my sister-in-law says; "Why didn't you call them Kenneth and,” <..pause..> What was the other name she 
wanted? But John used to get called Jonathan. But they werenae long you know in catching up. 

 

Q. Did you feed your children yourself then, breast feed them? 

A. Well I fed them as long as I could and then bottle. They made me feed the two of them in the hospital, 
and then when I came home. But they were getting that they werenae getting enough so I had to give 
them a bottle you know. 

 

Q. You were thirty-nine years old you say? 

A. Mmm hmm. 

 

Q. Did your husband help a lot? 

A. Oh, he was awful good, he was always awful good. Oh yes he was always awful good in the house and 
that. And you know, when they got that wee bit older he used to go away on a Sunday morning with 
them and he would walk away round by Causewayhead and back by the Abbey with them in the pram, 
and let me get anything extra done. You know, it was just a case you had to have a routine or you never 
would have got on. As Doctor Blackwood told me he said, "Remember you need to get out too. It's not a 
case of letting someone take the pram out," he said, "you must get out too." So what I did was, I always 
tried in the morning and got Arthur and Annette away to the school, Jimmy wasnae at the school at that 
time, and got them away to the school and see to Jimmy and get the beds made and maybe tried and 
get the potatoes and vegetables done and maybe start at nine o' clock with the twins and get them 
washed and bathed and fed and then you'd nappies and all their washing to do. 

 

Q. It's just as well really that you had those few years between Jimmy and the twins, that made it a bit 
easier for you? 

A. Yes, well I used to, at lunch time Annette came in from The Riverside at twelve o' clock and Arthur was 
at The High School, he didn't come in 'til about one o'clock or quarter to one and my man didnae come 
in 'til the back of one so your dinner was, <..pause..> I used to have mine with maybe Annette and that 
and then I would just wash the dishes and leave them just dripping on a tray and then about half past 
one I would start again with the twins and feed them and then maybe change them and get ready to 
take them out, you know. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Oh I see, it sounds as if you managed well. <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes. <..pause..> 

 

Q. What about the housekeeping then? Did you and your husband sort of work out the household 
budgeting or did you do it? 

A. It was me, I always did it? 

 

Q. Did he just give you all the wages? 
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A. Yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember what he was earning then? Where would he have been then, with The Observer? 

A. I cannae mind, it would be about ten pounds maybe. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Ten pound. <..pause..> 

A. Mmm hmm. He had, <..pause..> his was the biggest paid when we got married, but then other works after 
that went up, <..pause..> maybe ten or eleven pound it would be. 

 

Q. Was that when you got married though? 

A. When we got married it was four pound he just had. 

 

Q. And after the twins it was about ten pound? 

A. Well, maybe a wee bit more, but then you see the wages had all went up, but I just can't remember, but 
we managed you know, and they were always to perfection you know. I always kept them spotless. 
<..pause..> [the children] 

 

Q. It sounds as if you did, yes. <..pause..> 

A. Mmm hymm, I always. When I used to go to the Clinic with them it was a Nurse Scott and she always 
took Johnny and she'd say, “Ah, <..pause..> wee Jock's my bairn.” (laughs). She always stripped them to 
get weighed you know and I always took David. 

 

Q. And did you both decide what the money should be spent on, or was that left completely up to you? 

A. That was left to me, yes. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So your mum sort of helped you a lot didn't she, if you were ill or confined to bed? 

A. Yes, yes. Well we were near one another but of course it was both ways if she was needing me. 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. You were there if she needed help.? 

A. Mms hymm. She was awful ill with pleurisy and she'd congestion on the lung and these kind of troubles 
that took quite a lot out of her you know. 

 

Q. I'm sure it did. 

A. But I was, <..pause..> you know, I did a lot for her. I always did. 

 

Q. So you were in Douglas Street for quite a while? 

A. Mmm hmm. 

 

Q. Did everybody have the same standard of living there or were there sort of 'toffs' at all? 

A. No we were all just something the same. 

 

Q. Was that working class? 

A. Yes, we were all working class. 

 

Q. Who were considered the most important people in that area, was there anybody? 

A. Maybe some thought they would, (laughs) you always get, <..pause..> (still laughing) <..pause..> but what I 
mean is I've always lived a kind of, <..pause..> decent life you know, <..pause..> I never had any bother with 
my family or nothing. 

 

Q. So, was it possible, you were working class, would it be possible to move up a class at all? You know, 
did it depend on your job for example? 
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A. Yes. I think so yes, I think so. I just, I never thought I was better than anybody else but I always just, 
<..pause..> lived, you know, and I was always, <..pause..> I was awful well liked. But, with all the people I 
was awful well liked. And when I got married I got an awful presents. [lots of presents] 

 

Q. That was good? 

A. Mmm hmm. Baking tins, I still have yet, that I got as a wedding present. 

 

Q. There you go. <..pause..> And you rented your home from that solicitor, and did you move on from then? 

A. Well he had quite a few houses so I was able to get a bigger sized one from him you know. 

 

Q. Where about was that? 

A. Just in Bruce Street. 

 

Q. And that's where you stayed. How long were you there then? 

A. I was there a good while. 

 

Q. Until the children were up? 

A. Well the twins, we moved out of Mr. Dickson's house because it was up two stairs, and we had the 
woman down the stairs always grumbling, always. <..pause..> The children that we had, Arthur and 
Annette and Jimmy at this time, and this woman was always creating. We'd no peace you know, and 
we'd two carpets on my living room floor and everything to try and dead it in you know. You couldnae 
just keep them, <..pause..> and I put in for another house across the road, an exchange. I got across the 
road and that was a bottom flat, and here after I got the twins there was an awful dampness came up 
and we had put in for a Council house you see and then here, <..pause..> we got the sanitary man down 
and great big lumps of fungus under the floor. Now you see, there was, <..pause..> Annette, <..pause..> by 
this time my father was dead and Annette slept along at my mother's, and I had Arthur and Jimmy and 
the twins and there were our two selves, so in the big room there was our double bed and the cot and I 
had the pram in it too, and then Jimmy and Arthur slept in the wee bedroom. So we hadnae that much 
room. So we got a, <..pause..> after a while, the twins would maybe be about three, we got a Council 
house down in Keir Avenue and we were there for a good while and then Johnny took awful ill with the 
whooping cough and tonsillitis and here I had to take him up to, <..pause..> the Welfare up in Baker Street 
for to get sunray treatment and they were going to the school by this time. He was at the school and I 
said to the doctor, "Do you think if I got a house nearer the school it would help?" Because it was all the 
running up and down with the two of them you know. So I got one at the top of the Raploch, one of the 
Orlit houses. We had a nice house there. I had to take him twice a week up to the Welfare for this 
sunray treatment and he had the whooping cough too, and that had just taken too much; tonsillitis and 
the whooping cough had been too much and mind you they had the injections, and the doctor said, "I 
don't know what like he would have been if he hadn't them." 

 

Q. Your husband was unemployed when you got married because he'd lost his job then. Do you ever 
remember then or any other time when you had to really struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Yes well you hadnae an awful lot you'd just to make do with what you could. <..pause..> 

 

Q. It was a struggle all the time? 

A. Yes. And I remember he went to, <..pause..> I forget, he was up and went back to The Journal office or 
something for to get a paper, <..pause..> and it was Derby Day, it was June and it was Derby Day and he 
came back, "Oh," he says, "I've been in at The Sentinel and I've to start on Monday." <..pause..> I'll never 
forget that Derby Day. 

 

Q. Oh well that was good. Did shops give credit? 

A. I don't think so, not like now. 

 

Q. You could maybe get tick though? 

A. Yes, there was always the odd club. For I remember my chum had this club book and I, <..pause..> it was 
what they called the six, six club. There was nothing over six shillings and I bought a mincer which I've 
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got yet, and it was only about six shillings and when Arthur was a wee boy I got two suits for him for 
about six shillings. 

 

Q. And what did they call it again? 

A. Six, six club. 

 

Q. That was quite handy. But were there pawn shops in the area then? 

A. I think there was one up Baker Street, up near the, <..pause..> up Bank Street yonder. I think there was 
one up there. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any charities at this time? 

A. Not really no. 

 

Q. Too busy with the children. <..pause..> Did you know anybody else who had to get help from The Parish 
or? <..pause..> 

A. Not really. <..pause..> 

 

Q. What did you do if someone was sort of struggling really bad, did everybody sort of pull together and 
help? 

A. Well I don't know, <..pause..> we weren't you know. In Douglas Street and that they were all, you know, 
they all seemed to manage quite well. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So you didn't really? <..pause..> 

A. No, they were all working and that, no. There were one or two at the top that hadnae maybe so much, 
but eh. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was that at the top of the town? 

A. No, the top of Douglas Street and that, Cowane Street, but eh, the bit I was in you know it was a nice 
bit. 

 

Q. Everyone was working and managed fine? 

A. Yes, uh huh. 

 

Q. So it was quite a friendly neighbourhood? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Now I'd just like to ask you if you have got any memories of The Second World War? Even The First 
World War, you would have just been three or four. 

A. Yes. I'll never forget Armistice Day. I came, <..pause..> my mother told me, I came running home from the 
school shouting my dad would be home the day! <..pause..> (laughs) 

 

Q. Oh you thought he would be home that day. What a shame? 

A. Oh and he wasnae home for a while after that. But I was, you know. <..pause..> 

 

Q. How long was it before he got home? 

A. I think it was a good wee while, I think it was the back end before he was home. 

 

Q. Did you miss him? 

A. Uh huh. 

 

Q. You did? <..pause..> 
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A. Annette, when her daddy came home, she was frightened from him because she hadnae seen him. 
<..pause..> You know, he was a stranger to her. <..pause..> 

 

Q. All those years. <..pause..> 

A. Mmm hmm. <..pause..> 

 

Q. But she would have come round? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes, she came round, but she never just, <..pause..> was what she should have been to him you 
know. 

 

Q. And what about rationing, was it difficult then? 

A. Well I, we werenae too bad. I managed. My friend in Crail says, "Mrs. ******, I don't know what it is 
about you, but you always can get something." So I always managed. <..pause..> (laughs) <..pause..> I 
managed to get carpets when you couldnae get them, <..pause..> and oh, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Is that because of the people that you knew? 

A. Well I don't know. I seemed to be pleasant to everybody. <..pause..> That was my neighbour, we lived in 
Windsor Place a wee while before we went to Crail, and I remember saying to her, I says, "Do you think 
it will be alright when we come to Windsor Place," I says, "they'll be thinking oh she's,” <..pause..>  "And 
why not!" she says, "You're as good as any of them, maybe better than some of them that's here." 
Because they were all business people you see. 

 

Q. Where about was Windsor Place then? 

A. Do you know The Glebe? 

 

Q. Glebe Avenue do you mean? 

A. Uh huh. Well it's just off, <..pause..> and of course Mr. Middleton was at the bottom of the road and there 
was a plumber and the Minister, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Well really, did you not move up a class then? 

A. Yes, aye. In amongst the, <..pause..> 

 

Q. The ‘Toffs’? 

A. The Nobility. But they never made any difference, we were awful happy there. 

 

Q. Oh that was good. Now long were you there then? 

A. Seven years. And then we went, when my family got all, <..pause..> there was only Johnny left, my friend 
in Crail bought me a house in Pitt Terrace, for that was the house, her house, her house that she let to 
us in Windsor Place. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Well. <..pause..> 

A. And then she bought one in Pitt Terrace for us, a wee flat and it was her that bought the one in Crail for 
us, <..pause..> and I could have had my whole life in Crail. 

 

Q. Did you like it there? 

A. I liked it very much but then I wasnae well and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Well, you're back here with your family? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, she's very lame herself and cannae do, you know. I worked to her, I went through there but I would 
work to her. You see that's what I got the house for. 

 

Q. You worked? <..pause..> 
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A. Yes you see I worked to her in Windsor Place before she went to Crail, and her mother. And her mother 
died the same day. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was that before you got married? 

A. No. Since, yes. Just two or three years ago. 

 

Q. Oh since the children were up? 

A. Yes, and, <..pause..> Mrs. Cameron, I used to go to her regular Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. And 
then here Mrs. Brown next door wasnae well and Mrs. Cameron says, "I wish Mrs. Brown would get 
somebody in to help her." And she had a sister, there were the two. And then there were just Isobel my 
friend in Crail. She was an only child but she is a Doctor of Literature. Very clever. She was at the 
University you see so she was away all day, so Mrs. Cameron came to the St. Andrew’s Church, it was 
while we were at St. Andrew’s Church and my husband was the church officer there. She says, "Come 
in on the Sunday morning and Mrs. ****** has to go out and see Mrs. Brown in the afternoon." So I went 
out on the Sunday afternoon. So I started there and went to her two or three times a week, just like what 
I did to Mrs. Cameron. I went to Mrs. Brown in the morning and Mrs. Cameron in the afternoon. And 
then Mrs. Brown died suddenly in the April and her aunt was, <..pause..> there was still her sister there, 
so she managed, but I went in just the same but then here the aunty took ill and she was in Viewforth 
for a while and she was in Kiidean for a while and then they took her into the hospital and she died. 
Then, that meant Isobel was left on her own and she had a wee Scottie, and what I used to do; I went in 
every morning and cleared up all place and then I took him over to her friends in Pitt Terrace and she 
collected him there when she came off the train at night. So I was there and then, <..pause..> she was 
always, she had an uncle that stayed at Torbrex, but she'd always, they were thinking of going to St. 
Andrews or Crail you see, and here then she, <..pause..> her uncle, she didnae want to just leave him 
because I did his washing and everything for him you see. And he used to come in and have a meal 
and then, here he took ill and died. And she got word about a house but she didnae take that one and 
then I think it was the month of May she got word, this one that she's in, and she went to look at it and 
she just decided that she would buy it. So she bought that one and that. <..pause..> I went through, I 
helped her through in the June and I stayed a week with her and then her friends from Pitt Terrace, 
there were two sisters, they went through for a fortnight and then I flitted into her house at Windsor 
Place in the beginning of July. We were a week in when my husband had his summer holidays and we 
went back through when her other friends were away and we helped her there. But then I had, you 
know, books and books and books and books, loads and loads of books, so I, when we were there over 
in Pitt Terrace for two or three year and my husband was church officer at St. Columba’s and we were 
getting on, but he wasnae keeping awful well, he had been taking terrible bleedings of the nose and 
that, and he wasn't very well with the result there were more and more of the church being, <..pause..> 
that I had to do. And I had, I worked to a Miss Sneddon, she was the Primary mistress down here at the 
Cornton School, and I worked to her for a good few years and then we couldnae all go away at once 
with the church so I would go through to Crail for two or three days maybe with the bairns and then my 
husband would go through. So here in the August, he was through for two or three days holiday and I 
had taken my granddaughter Lisa away to see John and Catherine at Kirknewton, <..pause..> and when I 
came back at night it would maybe be about half-past nine we got in, I hears the phone ringing and it 
was Isobel and she says, "Where have you been?! We've been trying all day!" She says, “There's a 
house in ****** Avenue for sale, would you like it?" I says, "Well, it's up to my husband if he wants it, so," 
"Well," she says, "do you want to come through and see it?" Well I says it would be fine. So he said, he 
would come home, then I could go through you see. So I went through and seen it, so that was, 
<..pause..> we decided we would take it. So that was the August and she got word through in the 
beginning of September that her offer had been thingmied, <..pause..> accepted. So we moved through to 
Crail in the end of September. We were there for about, <..pause..> well he wasnae but I was there for 
about nine year. 
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Q. What year were you born? 

A. I was born in 1913. 

 

Q. Where were you born? 

A. In Bannockburn. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. <..pause..> ‘Til 1951. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. I have one sister. 

 

Q. Is she older than you or younger? 

A. She's eight and a half years younger. 

 

Q. How old were your parents when you were born? 

A. <..pause..> My mother would be twenty-eight and my father would be thirty. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. <..pause..> Well originally he was a stone-facer who faced stones from the quarry for important buildings. 
Large stones and then latterly he lost an arm in The First World War and couldn't do his job so he 
became an Attendance Officer at school, going round finding why people were absent. 

 

Q. Did he have any jobs after that? 

A. No. He died at fifty-six, really because of his war experiences. 

 

Q. Did your mother have any jobs before she married? 

A. No. Oh before she married! Oh she was a dressmaker by trade. She worked an apprenticeship and 
then latterly became a fully fledged dressmaker and made all our clothes when we were young. In fact, 
when we were quite grown up we were very fortunate with her. 

 

Q. Did she work after she was married? 

A. No, no, no. When dad was at the war she got the large sum of seventeen shillings [85p] for herself and 
me and she took in dressmaking at home but that was all. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Oh yes. Very keen on the church, both of them. 

 

Q. Which particular church was it? 

A. Well in those days it was called the Ladywell United Free Church, but the Ladywell is now Murrayfield 
United Free Church and the Ladywell has a new parish over in the newly built part of Bannockburn 
called Hillpark. 
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Q. Did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. Not really no, not really. They were Liberals, I know that. 

 

Q. So they didn't take part in any activities for the Liberal Party or anything like that? 

A. No, no, nothing like that. All I know is that when they had been away voting I was dying to know who 
they voted for. Nosy, and eh, perhaps I would be about maybe eight at the time and when they came 
home I made out voting papers and got them to put the cross on and they posted it in the hole in the 
stool, you know how stools all had a hole in the middle, well they posted in there and I knew from that 
they were both Liberals. 

 

Q. What did your parents do in their spare time? 

A. Oh well, <..pause..> they were keen on walking and open air and, <..pause..> eh, knew all the kinds of birds 
we had and that type of thing, and we were made to go out a lot with our father and mother, but they 
didn't go to clubs and things like that. 

 

Q. And your mother, was she a member of the Women's Guild or anything? 

A. Oh yes, she was a strong, <..pause..> she was one of the original people who got the old, <..pause..> when 
the badges were produced, she had one of them. 

 

Q. And did your parents take part in any sports? 

A. No. You see my father couldn't really. 

 

Q. And so what memories do you have of your parents’ house, the one where you lived when you were a 
child? 

A. Oh a very loving home where everybody was welcomed and nobody ever came in without being offered 
a cup of tea and, I mean they weren't wealthy people, but they were good friends and they had many 
friends. 

 

Q. How many rooms did it have? 

A. The original house! Eh, three rooms, two bedrooms and a living room. 

 

Q. And so you obviously shared a room with your sister? 

A. With my sister, that's right. 

 

Q. And can you tell me what the washing arrangements were? 

A. Oh it was outside washing houses and eh, everybody had their day of doing it and I can remember I 
was once promised I could help with the blanket washing which was the big day and we got up about 
half past six in the morning and eh, <..pause..> mum had the washing house fire on and everything, had 
the hot water all ready and we washed the clothes and of course I was so excited I was running out and 
in and pushing up stretchers and finally mum had to tell me to be quiet because all the neighbours were 
being woken up. (laughs) You can just imagine. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework? 

A. Yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. So she obviously made the clothes for you? 

A. Oh yes, yes. She had a very good machine, a Singer’s machine. 

 

Q. And did you get many new clothes then? 

A. Oh well I was very well dressed but it was because of her. She would buy remnants at sales and I can 
always remember she came home with a remnant once and said that it was for a skirt, this was when I 
was at the University and I was golfing by this time and I said could she not make me a costume, that 
was the old fashioned name for a suit, and she said there wasn't enough material you see, and after we 
had tea that night, I always had to do the dishes and dad helped her to pull the dining-room table out full 
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and eh, he said to mother to get a shape and eh, they cut out the costume and the under-sleeves was 
in two parts to get it cut from this amount of cloth. It was blue Harris cloth with an orange tick through it 
and they got everything except the collar, so mum took one of the very small bits that were left over and 
went into Stirling next day and came back with a beautiful blue suede collar and she paid more for the 
collar than she did for the remnant. (laughs) 

 

Q. And what about shoes, did you have a lot of shoes? 

A. <..pause..> Can't remember that really, I had very small feet, still have, three and a half, <..pause..> just the 
ordinary amount I think. We had good shoes for Sundays that we didn't scuff around in through the 
week, but for school I would have brogues, [rough shoes of untanned leather] I think. 

 

Q. And did your mother pay anyone to help in the house? 

A. No, no, <..pause..> later on, yes, but not at that point. 

 

Q. And did your father help your mother with any of the jobs? 

A. No, you see you must remember he only had two fingers, but he was a very keen gardener and kept a 
beautiful garden and his handwriting was so beautiful it was, <..pause..> it was really unbelievable. 

 

Q. And did you have any jobs to do around the house? 

A. Oh yes, we had to help, we had to, <..pause..> eh, polish and dust down and eh, clean the steels on the 
grate in the first house, oh yes. 

 

Q. And did you go any messages or anything like that? 

A. Oh always, always, and then when dad was ill, as he was ill in bed for two or three years, em, I had to 
take Jean with me which was a very big trial because she always wanted to run away, you know. 
(laughs) 

 

Q. Did you continue to do these jobs around the house after you left school? 

A. <..pause..> Well you see I was at school 'til I was seventeen and a half and then I was at Glasgow 
University, but I was still helping on a Saturday, I always had to do my share. 

 

Q. And what kind of meals did you have as a child? 

A. Oh excellent meals, porridge and toast and butter and marmalade and that type of thing for breakfast, 
not the cornflakes and that kind of thing in those days, and then for lunch time we always had soup, 
homemade soup made out of maybe a marrowbone, good potato soup or have a wee bit of mutton or 
something like that and then we would have potatoes and vegetables and something else for the 
second course and always a milk pudding, my mother was a great believer in a milk pudding. 

 

Q. And where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. Mostly in Bannockburn. <..pause..> There were buses began about 1925 I think, buses we called the 
comfort buses and eh, after that perhaps people did shop a little more in Stirling but in the beginning 
previous to that it was the shops in Bannockburn. 

 

Q. And did you go shopping with your mum and dad? 

A. No, dad never. Mum, yes, for big things, but I always did all the weekly shopping. 

 

Q. And where did you buy things like furniture or clothes? 

A. Well that would be Stirling, <..pause..> though there was a very good Co-Operative in Bannockburn at 
that time which had a clothing department, but it didn't have, <..pause..> em, materials and things like 
that, I can't remember that but it had a gents’ department, a ladies’ department and dresses and suits 
and that kind of thing. 

 

Q. And did you celebrate special occasions like birthdays and Christmas time? 
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A. Well, always birthdays, we always had a dumpling, a Clootie dumpling, know what that is? And, em, 
mother was very clever, we always had our friends in for tea that day and everybody always got a 
sixpence [2½ p] wrapped in greaseproof paper or a little doll or some kind of, <..pause..> you got things to 
buy, trams we called them and eh, I always wondered why everybody got one, nobody missed, but 
nobody got two, until I discovered that mum put the trinkets on the plates first and then the slice of 
dumpling on top. 

 

Q. And at Christmas time did you have any presents? 

A. Oh yes, always hung up our stockings and they were always full, you didn't maybe get an awful lot, but 
you got an orange and an apple and maybe a silver shilling [5p] and em, <..pause..> other things were 
clothes mostly but dolls when we were very small but not that so much latterly. <..pause..> Jean did 
because she was so much younger. 

 

Q. And did your parents ever play any games with you? 

A. Oh they used to sing an awful lot, my father was a very good singer and so was my mother. She was a 
soprano and he was a tenor and his father had been a Presenter before the days of organs in the 
churches. He had an organ himself at home but until the organs were brought into churches he worked 
with the pitch fork [tuning fork] and eh, <..pause..> we were brought up to read. I was singing alto myself 
when I was twelve and my father was in his father's choir when he was eight, singing alto. “Because he 
was short of alto's,” he said, so that eh, and my mother was a soprano all her days. 

 

Q. And did you have books to read at home? 

A. Oh yes, very much. Got a special bookcase made for my own books, I remember, because I was 
collecting so many. 

 

Q. What kind of newspapers did you get? 

A. Oh, just a daily paper, and my mother would get The Peoples’ Friend and my father got a paper called 
The Peoples’ Journal and it was the Fife edition because he came from Fife. 

 

Q. And did you belong to the library? 

A. <..pause..> There wasn't a library in Bannockburn, no, no. I did when it began but not when I was young. 

 

Q. Were you taken out visiting neighbours and friends when you were young? 

A. <..pause..> I can't remember visiting a great many people. <..pause..> I can remember I always had to look 
after Jean the night my mother went to The Guild for example, but dad was in too but em, I can't 
remember a sort of social round, if that's what you mean. I don't think that was done in those days, but 
like Christmas time, New Year time, you would have folks in the house. 

 

Q. And do you remember going any outings with your parents? 

A. Oh we always got our holidays at Aberdour. We were very fortunate because my grandmother stayed 
there. My father's father, the Presenter, the one I told you about, he died at fifty-six, and my 
grandmother was left, <..pause..> and the youngest one was only six years old. There had been six of a 
family, and my father was the oldest and then, <..pause..> we went there every July, we always went to 
granny’s for the month of July. The railway came and uplifted a trunk with all our luggage, and then we 
just had to hurry ourselves into Stirling and get the train. 

 

Q. And do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. <..pause..> Not really, not really. Now my father was the oldest but the others were married or scattered 
by the time I was old enough and my mother was the youngest of seven, so they were all older than 
she, you see. No I can't remember being at weddings. 

 

Q. And could you tell me how they spent Sundays when you were young? 

A. Oh yes, we weren't brought up that you weren't allowed to read on a Sunday and that kind of thing, we 
could as long as we were quiet and reasonably behaved. We’d practically do what we liked, but there 
was always, in decent weather, a long walk on a Sunday afternoon with our father and mother and Jean 
in the pram to begin with and then later on she was in a sort of go-cart thing. 
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Q. And did you attend church? 

A. Always, never off the church, <..pause..> ‘course the same with my father and mother. They didn't send 
us, they took us. 

 

Q. And do you remember going to Sunday School? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes, from when I was, <..pause..> well dad was still at the war when I was sent off to Sunday 
School and em. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Do you remember going on outings with the Sunday School? 

A. Oh yes, Sunday School trips, and during the war of course as it was in The Second World War the only 
difference was in The First War you went in carts drawn by horses and in The Second War it was tractor 
trailers, you know, they hired the tractors. 

 

Q. And did you sing in the choir at all? 

A. Yes, from when I was fourteen I sang alto in the choir. 

 

Q. And do you remember anything like The Band of Hope? 

A. Oh yes, I went to The Band of Hope. 

 

Q. Can you tell me what that was like? 

A. Oh it was packed out in these days, everybody went to The Band of Hope, no matter which you were, 
there were no divisions or anything, and it was run by two ladies in Bannockburn who really ought to be 
better known than they are. A Miss Wilson who was the daughter of the original Wilson who were the 
tartan, eh, owners of the mills in Bannockburn, because you see tartan was woven in Bannockburn, 
<..pause..> after the forty-five because we were on the south side of the Highland line. You weren't 
allowed to do it north of the Highland line but they could do it in Bannockburn and that's why the tartan 
mills came here. And at one time they had the contracts for the British Army for the tartan, the kilted 
regiments. 

 

Q. And did you have different clothes on Sundays? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes, special, kept good and then when you was at the stage where you were nearly growing 
out of them, you got them on to school and you got new ones for Sunday. 

 

Q. And were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Yes always, but not out loud to our father and mother unless they were listening, you know, but you just, 
<..pause..> it was left to yourself. 

 

Q. So religion was obviously important to you when you were a child then? 

A. <..pause..> Yes, I think it always has been. I think so, and still is. Though I'm not one of those people who 
believe in bawling and shouting and trying to get everybody to think the way I think. I mean, that's up to 
everybody for themselves I feel. 

 

Q. And so as a child did you play with neighbours or sisters? 

A. Oh yes, you see, lots of children our own age round about and we all went to school together the same 
age, and I still have a friend I went to school with when I was five and she's coming down in the second 
week of June for the F.P. week for Stirling High, 'cause you see we went on from Bannockburn Primary 
to Stirling High. 

 

Q. And what kind of games did you play? 

A. Well mostly ball games or running about, like Hide and Seek and eh, Ropes, that was another great 
thing and you sang ditties to them, you know. 

 

Q. Do you remember any of the songs you used to sing? 
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A. <..pause..> Mmm, no, not really, not really, pet. 

 

Q. Well maybe you'll remember? 

A. Well, if I remember I'll give you a note of them. (laughs) 

 

Q. And did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. No! Oh no, no, they were quite separate. We didn't play with the boys at all. They played football I think, 
but we had our own and we played little houses and the little ones were the children, you know, and we 
were the bosses as we grew older. 

 

Q. And were you free to play games with anyone you pleased? 

A. Oh yes! And bring them home and we all got a piece [sandwich] on jam or something, y'know. 

 

Q. And how did you spend your free time after school, hobbies or playing? 

A. Well I don't think I had very many hobbies, but when I was eleven I was very fortunate because the 
Guides started in Bannockburn for the first time and I was the right age and all my friends and I joined 
the Guides and I've been a Guide ever since. And I've tried to do my bit, I mean, you know, I was a 
Guide and then a Patrol Leader and then later on after I came back from University I was a Lieutenant 
and then a Captain of the Company I had originally been in which was down Bannockburn and we won 
the county flag and shield the year before the war. That was exciting, never been won in Bannockburn 
since and then eh, <..pause..> after that, after I married even, I went round eh, examining people before 
they got their licenses, you know camper’s licenses and licenses to run Guides and Brownies. I used to 
do that 'cause I could do it at my own time, when I had any free time. I did that in Clackmannanshire, 
not here. 

 

Q. And coming back to your leisure as a child, you talked about walking, did you go lots of walks with your 
father? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes, oh yes. And treks with the Guides as well, but that was a different thing, you know it 
was more fun in a way but I can remember spring time for example, dad would give us a penny [1d, 12d 
= 5p] for every bird’s egg that we found, but we weren't allowed to touch the nests or make a road into 
them or anything. We had to go in very carefully so that we didn't beat down the grass and give the 
game away to other people, but we always got paid for what we found. (laughs) 

 

Q. And did you collect anything like scraps? 

A. Oh yes, great scrap effort. It was a phase though, you got tired of it you see, but I never got tired of 
reading. From I was about eleven I read, read, read, read, read. 

 

Q. And can you tell me what kind of books you read then? 

A. Oh yes, em, I can show you them even, the ‘Anne’ books, L.M. Montgomery. They were about Prince 
Edward Island, a girl called Anne. Have you never read the Anne books? 

 

Q. I just think I remember ‘Anne of Green Gables’! 

Q. That's the first one! 

 

Q. Is it? 

A. ‘Anne of Green Gables’ was the first one and then ‘Anne of Avonlea’ and then ‘Anne of the Island’, 
‘Anne's House of Dreams’. See, I can tell you them still. ‘Rainbow Valley’, ‘Rula of Ingleside’, that's the 
six. I still have them. 

 

Q. And did you keep any pets when you were wee? 

A. A pussy cat once, but oh, it was a nuisance. (laughs) Dad gave it away to a farmer. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sports? 
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A. I was hopeless at sports. It's a part of me which is of no use, I didn't play hockey, I didn't play, <..pause..> 
the only thing I ever was keen on was netball and eh, we got that at college, Jordanhill. And also I 
encouraged the Guides in netball and it was an old tennis pavilion which was our hut and we had the 
tennis courts and you could get a right good pace up on them and we won the county netball cup year 
after year after year for I don't know how many years. 

 

Q. And did you go to the pictures? 

A. Yes, now and again, but I was never crazy on them, never was crazy on them. 

 

Q. Or do you remember going to concerts? 

A. Oh concerts, yes. Especially concerts like the Orpheus Choir from Glasgow, which came to the Albert 
Hall in Stirling once every year and dad took us all in there and eh, oh we were brought up on that kind 
of singing. Anything harmonizing, you know where there was proper singing. 

 

Q. And did your parents give you any pocket money? 

A. No, no pocket money in these days, no. When I went to University, yes, but up 'til then I can't 
remember. 

 

Q. So you can't remember what kind of sweeties there were when you were wee? 

A. Well you see, my youngest days were The First War days and there weren't any sweeties and my 
mother used to cut the plain crust off the loaf and cut that into little bits and put it in a bag and you were 
quite pleased, these were your sweeties. 

 

Q. Well it would be more nutritious actually? 

A. I suppose it would be, but it would be all she would have. That would really be it and then there were 
some little shops usually in somebody's house and this would be after the war and eh, then of course if 
you had any money, maybe you got money for going the shopping. Now I always got money when I 
came back the shopping and I would go down to, <..pause..> There was one near us called Nanny 
Gowe’s and you went down to Nanny's and she had homemade toffee and homemade tablet and 
bottled [boiled?] sweeties. mostly. You didn't get chocolates in these days so much 

 

Q. So were you given lessons by anyone before you went to school? 

A. <..pause..> School lessons! Oh no, no, no. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you went to Primary School then? 

A. I was five, but my father you see was a 'Prisoner of War' and mum didn't know when he would be home 
or where he would be sent or anything, but I went off to school and her idea was that, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So what type of school was the one you first went to? 

A. At five! Em, well, it was Bannockburn Primary School. It was the Protestant School for the village and 
eh, it was a, <..pause..> be about an eighteen or twenty teacher school and it was of a very high standard 
of education. We were very fortunate. 

 

Q. And so what did you think of the school, looking back? 

A. Oh I loved it, I loved it. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. Yes, yes. I always got the bottom rows for talking and giggling, you know. 

 

Q. And what punishments were there? 

A. Oh, the belt. 

 

Q. The cane? 
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A. No, not a cane, a leather belt, but you didn't feel any ill-will because you knew you'd asked for it and you 
got it and that was it and I never told at home because I would just get another row. 

 

Q. And what subjects were you taught? 

A. All subjects. It was Primary, we just had everything. 

 

Q. So you had Needlework? 

A. Oh yes, that was done by a different teacher. There were certain teachers taught Needlework, three 
o'clock to four o'clock. 

 

Q. And did you have a separate teacher for Needlework and Games or was it just the Primary School 
teacher for each class? 

A. No, no, we had a teacher for Needlework and a teacher for Gym and so on. 

 

Q. And did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. Same subjects. We sat on long benches, we didn't have individual desks or anything and the rooms 
were all galleried, you know they rose from the floor upwards, the desks sat on different levels. 

 

Q. And can you remember what you would wear to school? 

A. <..pause..> Oh there was no school uniform. You used to wear, I think, <..pause..> I can remember I wore a 
kilt very often and a jumper and a cardigan. 

 

Q. And what did you do at playtimes? 

A. Oh well we always had a play-piece with us and eh, then you played your usual games, Hide and Seek 
and so on. 

 

Q. And did you go on to another school after that? 

A. Yes, at twelve, at eleven or twelve, I can't remember which, eleven I think, we had to sit what was called 
the Control Examinations. It was 1924, <..pause..>I think and em, if you passed that you went to Stirling 
High and if you didn't pass it you stayed on at Bannockburn in further up the school. There were four 
further classes up school, but if you passed your Control Examination you went to Stirling High. 

 

Q. So what did you think of Stirling High then? 

A. Oh I think I felt that I was a drop of water in the bucket to begin with, unknown, but I thoroughly enjoyed 
it. I loved my school days and I was there for five years of course. 

 

Q. And did you like the teachers? 

A. Very much. Oh yes, I never, ever really got a teacher I disliked. 

 

Q. And what happened to someone if they did something wrong, how were they punished? 

A. Oh I think it was compositions. I don't remember people being belted or anything. I think it was 
compositions, writing out pages of poetry and that kind of thing. 

 

Q. And what subjects were you taught at Stirling High then? 

A. All subjects; English, Geography, History, Mathematics, Science, <..pause..> French, Latin. 

 

Q. And which subjects did you like the best? 

A. Oh, English always. English, Geography and History were really my favourites, <..pause..> I think that 
was my reading, <..pause..> see, I always read an awful lot. 

 

Q. And so what did you wear to school, was it a uniform? 
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A. Oh, that was a uniform, yes, navy gym and eh, white blouse and then there was a very nice blazer with 
the school coat of arms on the pocket and when you became a prefect, you got one that was trimmed 
with white all round. 

 

Q. And from there you went to University? 

A. That's right. 

 

Q. But while you were at school, did you ever have a part-time job of any sort? 

A. Not exactly at school because father and mother wouldn't have had us going out early in the morning or 
late at night, you know to deliver milk or anything, but when I went to University I had a job all the 
holidays because you had from about June to September and I always worked in the same office where 
they made up the voters’ roll, <..pause..> can't remember the name. 

  

Q. So at University, what qualifications did you need to enter University? 

A. Oh I can't really tell you what they were now, but I had four Highers and a Lower or two Lowers, I think. 

 

Q. And were you self-financed or did you get a Bursary of any sort? 

A. No, no, I sat the Bursary competition in Glasgow University where they gave a hundred bursaries out 
and eh, but I didn't score enough to get one but our dux of the school, he got fifteenth in that same 
competition. He was what we called the Randolph Medalist, the dux of the school got a special medal. I 
was never in that class. 

 

Q. And did you live at home while you were at University? 

A. Yes, Glasgow mostly does that. That's why they say there's less trouble in Glasgow, because you 
haven't so many people in the hostels and digs and flats and so on, most people travel. 

 

Q. So what subjects did you study? 

A. Well, first year I had English and French. Second year I had doubled in English, <..pause..> Scottish 
History and European History, and I half thought of taking Honours English, but decided not to. So in my 
third year I finished my degree and I had to take a science, <..pause..> and a philosophy, so I took Moral 
Philosophy and Education. 

 

Q. And was there a heavy work load, did you have a lot of essays and tutorials you used to do? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes, yes, really worked hard. 

 

Q. And did you have yearly exams as well in the summer? 

A. Well you had term exams and then at the end of the term if you had scored enough, you got what you 
called your class ticket, which enabled you to sit the degree exam which was always about May or 
June. But you had to do well in your term exams to get that length, you see, and then when you got 
your, <..pause..> eh, special ticket, then you sat your degree which was a six hour exam, nine to twelve 
and then two to five. 

 

Q. So how did you cope, did you find it a very long exam? 

A. Oh you were so excited you really didnae, you didn't realize it was a long day, you just pegged on. We 
all joined the Women's Union and you could get your lunch there, so you were alright for food and my 
mother always insisted that I buy myself a good lunch. 

 

Q. And was there a system of tutorials and lectures? 

A. In certain subjects yes, and then in the science subjects you had a lab which you had to attend as well 
as the lecture. 

 

Q. And did you have to compulsorily attend lectures and tutorials? 

A. Oh yes, there was a register, <..pause..> I don't remember the register being called in big classes 
because we had four and five hundred in a class, but in the tutorials there was a register. 
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Q. Did you like your tutors? 

A. <..pause..> Yes, I think so. 

 

Q. Were they strict at all? 

A. No, they were keen to help. They were keen to help. 

 

Q. And did you join any clubs or societies? 

A. Eh yes, the only one I joined was the Geography Club and I thoroughly enjoyed it and you also, you had 
to go I think it was four outings under their supervision. You could choose the four you wanted out of 
about six, and they were day excursions and you perhaps had to go by train a certain distance and then 
eh, <..pause..> they explained everything you could see, like glaciation for example. This area that we 
stay in is strong in glaciation, like you know Abbey Craig, where the Wallace Monument is, well there's 
that, that's a crag and tail formation. It is the same with, <..pause..> oh, I've forgotten the name of it, the 
one where the Amicable Insurance is, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Oh, the Scottish Amicable? 

A. Uh-huh. What's the name of that place it's built on? <..pause..> Well it's the same shape if you notice the 
crag and the tail, just the same. 

 

Q. And did you make any new friends at the University? 

A. Oh yes, lots and lots who are still my friends. I'm very proud of that. 

 

Q. And did you feel that all the students were from similar social backgrounds or were they different 
groups? 

A. Oh yes there were very many different groups. I mean some people were very wealthy and some 
people were the aristocracy actually and then there were people like myself who were working class 
folks, but eh, there weren't many people who just were there to waste time. 

 

Q. And were there many women on your courses? 

A. In the classes at University? Well I think I told you the mens’ one in English. There was a mens’ class at 
eleven o'clock in the morning and then the ladies had to go to what is now the B.B.C. Headquarters in 
Queen Margaret Drive at three o'clock to four because the class was so big they couldn't accommodate 
us all. 

 

Q. And were there many women lecturers there? 

A. Quite a few, yes, oh yes, it was open, by that time it was open. This was 1930 you see. 

 

Q. So how were women regarded at University then? 

A. Oh on equal standing with men. I mean the men had a beautiful union which I think now is open to 
women too, I'm not sure, but we had our own Womens’ Union up in University Avenue. 

 

Q. Were the women treated differently from men at all? 

A. No, I can't remember any unfairness or anything like that. No, you stood on your own feet. 

 

Q. And did they get any special treatment? 

A. No, no, I don't think so. If you went to, what was it, if you couldn't stand the heat you had to get out of 
the kitchen. 

 

Q. So do you feel that University changed your attitude in any way? 

A. Oh I think it matured me. I was a very young seventeen and a half when I went up to University, but I 
think it made me very mature and abler to tackle things, much more able to stick up for myself I'd say. 
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Q. And did you enjoy your time at University? 

A. Oh very much, very, very much. 

 

Q. So what year did you leave University? 

A. 1933. Then I went to Jordanhill. 

 

Q. So was it mixed or women only at Jordanhill? 

A. Mixed again. It was the year you see for doing your teacher training. It wasn't so such eh, subject matter 
then, it was going out to schools. You were a month out teaching and a month in college being lectured 
on methods of teaching. 

 

Q. So did your degree insure you a place or what qualifications did you need to get into Teacher Training 
College? 

A. Well, actually in 1933 it was most difficult because there were too many teachers chasing too few jobs 
and you had an individual interview as well. We were all called to Jordanhill and eh, I expect it was to 
see if you were the type that would make a good teacher, but our crowd all got in, which we were 
thankful about. 

 

Q. So did you have a Bursary to pay your fees? 

A. No, my father paid every penny. I never had a Bursary. 

 

Q. And how did Teacher Training College compare with University? Did you live-in? 

A. Yes, I had to, I didn't live in 'til the Christmas. We start in September and in the Christmas holidays we 
were all lettered if you were thirty miles outwith Glasgow, and you were told, not asked to, go and stay 
in a hostel or leave the College. Now if I told you it was very difficult to get in and you really had no 
option, and this was because they had built a very big new hostel, beauty, and it was full, but it had 
depleted the other one, so when we went up we were all in the, <..pause..> less modern one shall we say. 
I know I hated it, I was home every weekend. 

 

Q. How did you find the other student teachers there? 

A. Oh everybody was good fun and we knew most of them from the University days. 

 

Q. So did you have a lot of free time at teacher training college? 

A. No, no, it was just like school. 

 

Q. Were there any clubs or societies you could join though? 

A. <..pause..> Yes, I think there were, eh, drama groups and choirs, but I'm afraid I was not inclined. (laughs) 

 

Q. So how long was the course you were on? 

A. One year we had to do, if you went straight from school you had to do three, but if you had your degree, 
one year’s training. 

 

Q. And how much of the course was academic and how such was actual teaching practice? 

A. Oh the bulk of it was teaching practice. You see you had already got your academic side in your 
degree, but you still were given English classes and, <..pause..> lectures on methods, and lectures on 
Nature Study and things like that, but eh, actually there were no, I can't remember anything difficult in 
the exam line. The hardest thing was the teaching and then people came out, they were called Masters 
or Mistresses of Method, and they came out and listened to you teaching, perhaps twice in the time you 
were out. 

 

Q. Can you remember your first teaching placement? 

A. After I finished? 
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Q. No. 

A. At Jordanhill? 

 

Q. Yes? 

A. Oh yes it was a most interesting placement. They were all interesting in their way, but the very first one, 
<..pause..> was a school called Thompson Street in the Dennistoun part of Glasgow and the lower part of 
Dennistoun, and was quite handy. It was well enough chosen in that we had to do that first month from 
our rooms. You see we hadn't been to College and we had to get off the bus at the high bit of 
Dennistoun as you go into Glasgow now and go down any street that was going to land you near your 
school, so of course you soon found the quickest one and we had. It was a class of eight year olds I 
was with and a most charming teacher, and they, <..pause..> Of course you usually got subjects, she 
gave you a lesson to prepare for each day and mostly you would get a Bible story or maybe Nature 
Study or something like that and I can remember I got Nature Study and of course as usual I came 
home, the family had to hear, and we'd all to go away a walk and look for nature. And we found a 
bramble bush with one branch where there was a bramble flower, and a little, lovely beginning bramble, 
and a green bramble, and a red bramble and a black bramble all on the sort of twig and they just cut it 
off and the next day I took that with me you see, and oh, they were so thrilled, and I did that though I 
was never back there. That was the month of September. I never was back but I used to leave things 
for them. I discovered there was a train service to Jordanhill and there was a station quite near 
Thompson Street, so what I did was, <..pause..> for example, the hips and the haws in the autumn. I took 
a sort of bush with me, all tied and separate twigs and got off the bus, ran down to Thompson Street, 
left the hips and haws and so on and ran along and got the train and was still at College before my time, 
and they always sent me a letter and eh, I put on the whatever I left ‘From your Fairy Godmother’, and 
when I got the letters, they were only eight, and when I got the letters they all began, "Dear Fairy 
Godmother, thank you for,” <..pause..> whatever I had left y'know and eh, at Christmas time it was holly 
and, you know the usual. 

 

Q. So how did your experience in placement compare to what you had been taught at College, was there a 
large gap between theory and practice? 

A. <..pause..> Yes, I think there was a gap. <..pause..>A lot depended I think on your Master or Mistress of 
Method and we had one that wasn't really, <..pause..> very spectacular. We’ll put it that way, and eh, I 
thought we could have learned an awful lot more, but mind you it's practice that teaches you and you 
soon learn from your mistakes but some poor kids must've suffered our mistakes in a way, when I don't 
think they needed to. 

 

Q. And were your placements assessed? 

A. Oh yes. I got a very good, I came out with a very good, which was passable, but eh, I had a friend who 
came out with a V.G., plus a Bannockburn girl and one of my own friends got an excellent, so you see it 
could be got. (laughs) 

 

Q. And can you remember your first teaching post after qualifying as a teacher? 

A. Oh yes, when I came home. Well you see it was very difficult to get a job and when we came home it 
was a case of you were sent for sick relief mostly, where a teacher had turned ill and my first job was 
six weeks where a teacher took scarlet fever and I had to go. <..pause..> It was sometime in November 
and I was there 'til Christmas. 

 

Q. And did you get a teaching post right away? 

A. Oh no, that was my first one and then you would maybe have a week or two with nothing and then you 
would get a word that you were to go to somewhere else you see. The second one, for example, I got 
was a country school at Strathblane, which is near Milngavie on the other side, you know nearer 
Glasgow, still in Stirlingshire and eh, it was, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So how were you instructed to enforce discipline in the classroom? 

A. Oh you weren't. When you were a student you weren't allowed to touch a child, you just had to put up 
with it and eh, of course some of them played you up, or tried to. 

 

Q. And can you describe a typical day on teaching practice, what would that be like? 
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A. Well most of the day really you were listening to the teacher, the class teacher, but then you had your 
own lesson prepared, perhaps two lessons prepared and then as you got more experienced, <..pause..> 
or maybe a teacher was absent, we'll say, and they would give you and maybe another student the 
class between you and one of you would teach and the other would have a rest and then take over and 
well, it was all very valuable, very interesting. 

 

Q. Were you very nervous at first? 

A. <..pause..> No, I wasn't really. You see I wanted to be a teacher, I think that's the difference between then 
and now, the pays were so poor. I was a graduate as I've told you and when our first pay; you got fifteen 
pound a month. <..pause..> A Month!, and by the time you'd given your mother something for your board, 
you hadn't very much left. 

 

Q. So did you think it was a fair wage? 

A. I suppose it was in these days. You didn't query it, you just accepted it and you see you were so keen to 
do the job. I'd have taught for nothing, I think. 

 

Q. So, you were talking that in the vacation, the long vacation you did office work? 

A. That's right. 

 

Q. Can you remember where exactly you did this work? 

A. Yes, in Stirling. The County Assessor’s Office. 

 

Q. And how did you get your job, was it in a newspaper that you saw the advert? 

A. No, there was a gentleman in our church worked in Viewforth, <..pause..> or The County Buildings - I 
think it was actually along Barton Street at that time - and I asked him if there was any chance of getting 
a summer job, and he told me to write to that office because he said they took on extra staff for the 
voters’ role and that was how I got my beginning. 

 

Q. And so did you learn this job just by watching what other people were doing? 

A. Oh it was mostly clerking, uh-huh. I mean we were all by ourselves and there'd be four of us employed 
and we were in an office under one boss who was about the third one in command of the whole affair, 
but he was there if you needed to ask anything. Oh very good to us, very kind. 

 

Q. And what hours did you work? 

A. Oh the whole day, nine to five, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And were there breaks for meals, yes? 

A. Oh yes your lunch time, and I came home for my lunch but eh, they paid me the large sum of twenty-
two shillings [£1.10], which was more than anybody else got because I had a bus fare. The rest all 
stayed in Stirling and they just got a pound, which was rather nice of the boss I thought. 

 

Q. So did you feel that was a fair wage? 

A. I suppose so. I did it anyway for four years. 

 

Q. And did you give the money to your mother? 

A. No, she wouldn't take it. She said no, that that was my money, that I was doing when I could have been 
on holiday and I had to save it up and get something for myself, and every year it bought my books and 
maybe a winter coat or something like that. 

 

Q. And did you still live at home at this time? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. And did you like the work that you were doing in The County Assessor’s Office? 
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A. Oh yes, yes, and the permanent staff were so good to us. There were two ladies on it and they kind of 
took us under their wing, y'know, but the four of us who were employed weren't always girls. Two of us 
were always girls, but eh, usually two girls and two fellas. 

 

Q. And how did you feel about your employer? 

A. Oh well as I say, I could say we received nothing but kindness. 

 

Q. And was there a Trade Union? 

A. No, no, no, no. We didn't know anything about Trade Unions and then we were only there you see from 
say June to maybe halfway through September. 

 

Q. So when you were working at The County Assessor’s Office you were living at home? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So did starting full-time work change your relationship with your parents at all? 

A. No, no. No, no. See I was home at five o'clock for my tea, things were just the same. 

 

Q. And how did you manage your money? 

A. The twenty-two shillings [£1.10], the whole of it? Eh, mostly I saved it. I think I spent the two shillings 
[10p] and kept the pound or something because as I say I always bought my books for the next year 
and a coat usually. 

 

Q. And how did you spend your free time away from work? 

A. <..pause..> Mmm. 

 

Q. Can you remember of any clubs? 

A. No, no. I never was, no. 

 

Q. Or did you go to dances? 

A. No I can't dance, I've got two left feet, (laughs) and that's why, because I never really had time. 

 

Q. And so did you still spend your Sundays going to church? 

A. Oh yes, mm-hmm, only in the afternoons. It became the thing then that I went with my own girlfriends 
and we met up at The Cross there, the four of us, at three o'clock every Sunday for years, because I 
was away you see at University a lot in Glasgow and I didn't see so much of them, so this was a chance 
to keep up the old friendship. 

 

Q. So did religion mean more or less to you after you were a child? 

A. <..pause..> Oh I suppose I understood more about it, but I've never been a person who had a wonderful 
transformation like the Damascus Road or anything, I've never been like that. I mean any faith I have 
has just grown gradually from Sunday School days, Bible Class days you know. Didn't join the church 'til 
I was about twenty-one, which was old at that time because I was waiting for this wonderful experience 
which never came. 

 

Q. And did you take an interest in politics then? 

A. No, never have been, never been interested in politics. <..pause..> I mean I'm interested in that I think 
everybody should use their vote. I mean I would never not vote, that kind of thing but I couldn't get all 
het up about their different ideas. 

 

Q. And so did you make any new friends then when you were working in The County Assessor’s Office? 

A. No, not really, because they were the same ones each year you see. 

 

Q. So what was your full-time teaching job, where did you get posted to? 
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A. When I was made eh, sort of, <..pause..> well I did all those odd places I've explained and then I was 
made permanent when I was at Larbert Village School, as you were Larbert Central School, what's now 
Larbert High, and I was made permanent then and I was there for another two and a half years after I 
was made permanent, and then I was transferred to Bannockburn funnily enough, but it wasn't I who 
asked for the transfer, I was perfectly happy. It was a Larbert girl who was teaching in Bannockburn and 
she didn't keep well and on medical advice she was to go to somewhere she could get her lunch at 
home and you couldn't get lunches in Bannockburn at that time. There were no hotels such as there are 
now, so they interchanged us. I know I didn't want to go to Bannockburn because, see my Guides were 
all in the school. However I got there. 

 

Q. So how long were you at Bannockburn for? 

A. <..pause..> That would be thirty, <..pause..> I came out '34, '35, '36. About eleven or twelve years. 

 

Q. So did you just get told of the job through personal contact with someone or did you see it advertised in 
the newspaper? 

A. No, you were transferred through the office at Stirling, through the Education Office. 

 

Q. And can you remember what the buildings were like at school? 

A. Oh pretty primitive from the toilet point of view, and the rooms all rose as I've explained to you, the 
galleried rooms, but eh, beautifully kept, clean and tidy and I was never ever in a dirty school, never. 
Said a lot for the cleaners. 

 

Q. And at what age did the children start? 

A. Five. 

 

Q. And when did they leave? 

A. Well at that time it was, <..pause..> When I was at school it was fourteen, and then it rose to sixteen. 

 

Q. And did the children do paid or unpaid work as well as attend school? 

A. Yes, after a certain age. I think it was after they were eleven or twelve or something they could deliver 
milk or something and, you mean things like that, and eh, papers and that kind of thing. 

 

Q. And what did the curriculum consist of, what subjects, what was the timetable like? 

A. <..pause..> Well it depended what you were teaching really. If you were up in the sort of highest classes 
where they hadn't gone up to High School it was really quite interesting. It was reading good books and 
prescribed books, but I landed in a Primary seven, that's the stage before they go in to the High School, 
the last stage in the Primary. I know I loved it and I mean that was the one I was there most and you 
taught everything except you had a visiting teacher for Art and Gym, things like that, Music. 

 

Q. What subjects did you like teaching? 

A. Well I tell you I liked teaching English, Geography and History best, but I taught best Arithmetic and it 
was because I knew why they found difficulties because they were the difficulties I had known myself. 
And I couldn't understand why they couldn't write a good essay 'cause that was so easy to me. 

 

Q. And so how did you punish your pupils? 

A. Oh I had a belt and I used it in the month of September quite a lot, but I never used it the rest of the 
session. I mean that was enough. (laughs) 

 

Q. And were there any truants? 

A. No, I never remember having a truant, no, <..pause..> cheek, yes. 

 

Q. So how was each school day spent? What things did you do? 

A. <..pause..> Och you worked mightily hard. I mean in these days you always began with a prayer and then 
you had a Bible lesson or Bible repetition or something on that line, hymn singing, something of that 
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type of thing. And then from there on it was Arithmetic and when the new Maths came in eh, what I did 
was I had three days Arithmetic and two days Maths at that same time, and then went on until eleven 
o'clock, 'til the leave break, and after eleven well it would be various things, you know, according to 
what you were planning. But em, I was never a great person for those projects and things which 
became fashionable, but I did them because, well you were told to, but I only did a project after three 
o'clock perhaps two days a week, three days a week and it did things like the Common Market and 
things which was all the talk at that time, things that were going to bring them value, you know. 

 

Q. And what books were used in the school, can you remember which books were read? 

A. You mean for fiction? 

 

Q. Well, for fiction but also for Maths and things like that? 

A. Well they had Maths’ books latterly but to begin with it was an Arithmetic book they had and an English 
book and a Grammar book and a History book and every class had a reading book which consisted of 
excerpts from various stories or different things, sometimes a poem and eh, you went over that and 
questioned them on it and that type of thing. But later on in a seven you had books where they had a, 
<..pause..> perhaps half a page of prose and questions on that to teach them to find the meaning of it and 
then I, maybe on a Friday, Friday afternoon, I would teach, let them debate and eh, <..pause..> discussion 
groups, that kind of thing. You see they were eleven, twelve, they weren't kids. 

 

Q. So how many children would there be in your class? 

A. When I started to teach I had forty-four. <..pause..> Took the whole weekend to correct compositions, 
forty-four compositions, you can imagine it yourself , <..pause..> but latterly, of course, they were cut 
down very much, round about the thirty. 

 

Q. And what teaching methods did you use? 

A. Oh well the ones I had taught myself and had learned, but had proved were valuable, and the ones I 
thought weren't valuable I didn't use them. And if inspectors asked me why, I said, "Well If you can 
show me a better way, you show me!" 

 

Q. So over the period you taught, what changes can you detect in the education of girls or in the education 
of pupils in general, was there a distinct change, a gradual change? 

A. Oh I think there is now from what I can gather. I have Guides down often for book lovers’ badges and 
things like that and they haven't a clue. I mean if they write a writers’ badge and they write a story every 
time, they write a plural they put in an apostrophe. I mean they're just not taught. I think that that's an 
old fashioned teacher you see. 

 

Q. Yes, but did you detect a change in the education of pupils over the period in which you taught? 

A. That I taught! No, I didn't really. I think we work just as hard and to the day I left, the day I retired, I 
taught Grammar and things like that. 

 

Q. So what hours did you work as a teacher? 

A. Nine to four. You got very few times off, maybe half an hour here and there if the class were at Gym, 
but that was the only time you were off, you had no free periods, none. 

 

Q. And what were you paid? 

A. I was paid when I came out first, one hundred and eighty pounds a year, fifteen pounds a month. 

 

Q. And did you feel this was a fair wage? 

A. <..pause..> No, I don't think we did, but we didn't do anything about it and you'd to pay your income tax 
twice in the year in these days. I know I used to be flaming having to go into Stirling twice yearly to pay 
quite a sum for income tax, and I used to say to my father when I came home “I had bought a destroyer 
today!" (laughs) 

 

Q. Were there many women teachers? 
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A. More women than men, <..pause..> but the men got the promotion. 

 

Q. And did you have specialist teachers who were supposed to teach the children P.E. and Art? 

A. Yes, yes, we had specialists. 

 

Q. And were you a member of a Trade Union? 

A. E.I.S. 

 

Q. And did you take part in any activities or strikes or anything? 

A. None at all, none at all. And I wouldn't have struck I don't think. 

 

Q. And did you teach handicapped children along with other children? 

A. Oh yes, yes, especially, <..pause..> a child who was a wee bit mentally handicapped. Our boss didn't 
believe in putting them to a handicapped school unless they were noisy and annoyed other people and 
nasty, but if they were willing to take discipline, he kept them in the class. I had one little boy for two, 
three years I had him, and when I got him oh he wasn't very startling but very neat handed and he used 
to teach the boys. The girls went to Sewing but you were left with your boys and I used to teach them 
Weaving, and John could weave the most beautiful basket of anybody because he never got fed up. He 
counted all the time and then I taught him to add and subtract and multiply, but I couldn't teach him 
division. 

 

Q. And was that the policy of just the headmaster or was it the schools in general at the time? 

A. I don't know, I really don't know. But it was our headmaster's policy and I think he was right because 
they never went back with us, I mean at least they always improved a bit. 

 

Q. He was very progressive then, looking back? 

A. He was a kind man and he loved the kids, he really did and he would tell you, "Oh yes, that one's big 
brother is a plumber with so and so, and you knew that, mightn't you," and the wee soul would say, "Yes 
sir." You know. 

 

Q. So did you like your work, you obviously did? 

A. Very much, oh yes. I really loved teaching. I retired a year before I had to. See I had gone back 
because of the shortage of teachers 'cause I had no family, but I knew my husband was retiring the 
following year and I thought I would like one year in Alloa just doing my Kirk duties and seeing my 
friends and things so I gave up a year before I had to and eh. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So when was that that you retired? 

A. That was 1973 I retired. 

 

Q. So that means how long did you teach for, how many years? 

A. <..pause..> Wait a minute and I'll tell you exactly, <..pause..> thirty years less eight days. (laughs) 

 

Q. And was it usual for someone to stay on or leave after marriage? 

A. Oh well, when I was marriagable age it was the done thing to leave, you never went on teaching, but 
then it gradually came with the shortages that eh, it became the fashion to go on teaching you know. 

 

Q. Would you have preferred another type of occupation? 

A. No, <..pause..> no I would not. I never regretted it. 

 

Q. So you continued to work as a teacher after you were married? 

A. No, I didn't at first but I did about 1954 I think it was. The shortage got really bad and my husband was a 
chaplain in one of the schools in Alloa and the headmaster asked him if he thought I might go back, and 
I did. 
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Q. What age were you when you married? 

A. I was thirty-four. 

 

Q. And how long had you known your husband then? 

A. <..pause..> Two years. 

 

Q. So what age was your husband? 

A. <..pause..> He was thirty-eight. 

 

Q. And how did you meet? 

A. Well we really met at a youth panel during the war in order to buy pieces of equipment for Guiding or 
Brigade or Youth Clubs. One had to have a permit to take into the sports’ shop, otherwise no sale, and I 
was the secretary of this youth panel and it was composed of representatives from all Youth 
Organizations and members of people from churches in the parish of St. Ninians which at that time was 
the largest parish in Scotland, and he was representing his own church, which was Murrayfield, 
Bannockburn and as I say I was secretary ruler representing my Guide company and that's where I met 
him. 

 

Q. And was he from the same sort of background as yourself? 

A. Yes, yes, I would say so, <..pause..> from what Jane Duncan calls ‘First generation educated’. (laughs) 

 

Q. He was from the same area? 

A. No, no. He was Corstorphine, Edinburgh. 

 

Q. And so did you get engaged? 

A. After some time of course we got engaged, and we married very quickly after we were engaged, 
because of course he had a house, and his congregation welcomed me most willingly. I was not a 
member of his, I was a member of a Church of Scotland in Bannockburn, but he was the United Free 
Church of Scotland and eh, we got engaged in the March, on my birthday, and we were married on the 
30th of July, <..pause..> the same year. 

 

Q. And did you manage to get things like furniture together for setting up a home? 

A. Oh well that was very difficult. In those days furnishing a large house was not easy, you had so many 
furniture units which you had to give, but once you had come to the end of your units you had to buy 
secondhand furniture until the end of the war. The same with eh, linen and everything was difficult to 
get. China was almost impossible to get if you wanted it coloured, but a former Guide of mine was eh, 
home on holiday from her Civil Service job in Stoke on Trent, and she offered to one of my bridesmaids 
to send up one cup, one plate, one saucer of a coloured china, and that's what you get your tea out of. 

 

Q. And were there many wedding presents? 

A. Oh yes. You see I was born in this village and then my husband was very well known too that we had 
hundreds of wedding presents, but all very useful and very acceptable. People were most kind. 

 

Q. And could you describe the wedding? 

A. (laughs) Emmm. 

 

Q. Well, where did you get married? 

A. Well we were married in what is now Murrayfield United Free Church, the church opposite with the 
clock. In those days it was called The Ladywell Church of Scotland, and em, <..pause..> I had two 
bridesmaids, both of whom were my own age and my own class at school, we'd been friendly all our 
days and eh, Peggy and the most senior one was <..pause..> my Brown Owl of the Brownies 'til my Guide 
company, and Ann, the younger one was the Tawny Owl in the same Brownie company. So we'd 
always worked with each other and been friends all our days. 
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Q. And can you remember what the dress was like? 

A. Em, the dress was oyster satin. I didn't think I was just young enough for a pure white bride. It was 
oyster satin and it was made with a square neck and long, tight sleeves, little buttons on the cuffs I 
remember and my veil was nylon and of course you'd to give coupons for it so I had all my friends and 
relations were very good at giving me their coupons to help out for clothes. 

 

Q. And can you describe the reception, what was it like? 

A. The reception was in The Golden Lion in Stirling and eh, <..pause..> we had eh, <..pause..> numbers were 
limited, this was 1947 and numbers were limited, and I remember there were four, <..pause..> guests who 
were Aberdeen, and no word from them that they were coming or anything, and when we were all in the 
reception line shaking hands with the guests, here were the four from Aberdeen, and mum had to hurry 
away and see the manager and add four to our numbers. But he was very, very pleasant and very nice 
about it and they got their food. 

 

Q. And did you have a honeymoon? 

A. Yes, we went to the Isle of Tiree. We had glorious weather, we went there for four weeks and it really 
was lovely. It was a great experience. 

 

Q. And what was your husband’s job when you married? 

A. He was a Minister. Minister of religion. 

 

Q. And you mentioned that you continued to work after you got married but not straight after? 

A. No, in these days when one married one resigned one’s job so that I was free until there was a run of 
sickness in the school and there were two or three teachers off and of course it was war time or just 
after the war and things were difficult and my own former boss asked if I would go back. That was what 
took me back temporarily.  

 

Q. And how did your husband feel about your working eventually after you got married? 

A. Oh he didn't mind at all 'cause, I mean he knew I was keen on teaching and in those days people had 
not big pays. My husband had four hundred and fifty a year when we married and course it grew. I 
mean each year it got a little more but that actually was his pay so it was very acceptable. 

 

Q. And so how long did you continue to work as a teacher for? 

A. Well it was maybe odd spells you see. I perhaps did two months and then perhaps I didn't teach again 
'til they needed me again and it might just be a fortnight or, <..pause..> it just depended and I only went to 
Bannockburn Public School, I didn't go anywhere else. 

 

Q. So when did you finally stop working as a teacher? 

A. Oh when we went to Alloa the situation was difficult there because it had got the scarcity of teachers 
had begun to show. So what happened was that my Bannockburn headmaster came through to Alloa to 
speak to our Men’s Guild, came down for his supper afterwards and while he was at supper he talked 
me into going back to Bannockburn on a temporary basis to teach from the November to Christmas 
because his History teacher had got a job elsewhere with a house. Newly married and he'd got a job 
with a house and so he wanted to resign and he had nobody, so I went back and was there to the 
following June because he never got anyone. But it wasn't a very handy arrangement because I was 
away from Alloa all day but I got my lunch at my mother’s because she stayed in Bannockburn and eh, 
from that point of view it was very convenient but from the point of view of taking messages for my 
husband and the church work, it was not convenient. So I decided in the June that I was packing in 
completely though I had been asked previously to help out in Clackmannanshire, but I'd never done it 
because the congregation was new to me. I wanted to build up the women's side and it all took time and 
energy. However after I had taught at Bannockburn, the gentleman in Alloa who had asked me several 
times said, "Do you not think you could do the same for your own community?" and that's what took me 
back and that was January 1954. I had done temporary work once or twice for sickness only but this 
time I went back almost permanently. But as I had a meeting on a Tuesday afternoon at three o'clock 
which I wanted to keep taking. I got special permission to leave at three and I stayed temporary all the 
rest of my teaching time in Clackmannanshire because it meant I could get that privilege. I'd lost a small 
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amount of my pay which was a better arrangement, a more honest arrangement. The boss was quite 
pleased to know that I should do that and he kept his eye on my class for that hour. I left them with work 
and he watched over them. 

 

Q. So when did you finally retire? 

A. I retired finally in 1972, June or July. I think it was July we worked to in those days, so it would be July 
1972, <..pause..> and I had taught almost thirty years in all between Stirlingshire and Clackmannanshire, 
less eight days. 

 

Q. So was there a reception of some sort at the end to mark your leaving? 

A. Oh yes, there was a function and eh, I got that record player as a gift from the staff and of course we 
had the usual tea and sandwiches and cakes etc, etc, you know, but in the school, now that was by my 
own wish because they offered to go to a hotel and have a reception but I didn't want that, I preferred to 
have it in the homeliness of the place where we were accustomed to meet. 

 

Q. And can you describe your first house that you were in when you married at the beginning? 

A. <..pause..> Oh well the first house that we had that we were in was in Bannockburn, Station Road, 
Bannockburn and it was a big stone built Manse, <..pause..> em, eight roomed house and, <..pause..> as I 
said, quite difficult in those days to furnish completely, but we managed an, em, <..pause..> it had a big 
garden and fortunate that my husband was very keen in the garden and always had a very delightful 
arrangement of flowers and some vegetables and worked hard in it. 

 

Q. And can you describe or remember the washing and cooking facilities? 

A. <..pause..> Yes, vaguely, vaguely, <..pause..> em, we didn't have washing machines in those days, 
<..pause..> it was a kind of gas boiler thing that you used and lit and eh, it performed perfectly well and 
then I had a little washing green out the back door. Like I had the wash-house and eh, two big sinks in 
those days, a big one and a smaller one and em, <..pause..> stone floor of course in the kitchen and it 
was very handy for us because we had two Alsatians and we had their boxes there, so they kind of lived 
in the kitchen and eh, it was just off the kitchen of the house, so they lived in the wash-house which was 
near the warmth of the kitchen. 

 

Q. And how many years did you stay there? 

A. <..pause..> In Bannockburn? 

 

Q. Yes, in that house. 

A. In Bannockburn I stayed three and a half years, but my husband had been there of course longer than I, 
so he would be between five and six years. 

 

Q. And so where did you move after that? 

A. And then we went to Alloa in Clackmannanshire, and that was in 1951, January 1951. 

 

Q. And did anyone help you when you moved house? 

A. Not particularly, not particularly, no. I mean just the usual, you order vans and packed up and that kind 
of thing, but eh, the Manse in Alloa was quite different. It was a Cedar Tudor style, very pretty, very 
attractive six roomed house. Very lovely wood in it and we were in that house for seventeen years. 
<..pause..> Again a big garden and this time he had a little greenhouse and brought his plants and 
tomatoes on. <..pause..> No cars until 1954, <..pause..> and we got our first car which was a little Austin 
A30, and I can remember the first year we had it, we journeyed away to England because we thought 
when the car was new we'd less chance of breaking down. 

 

Q. And at that time were there many cars? 

A. There were beginning to be quite, yes. 

 

Q. Or was it still a luxury? 
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A. Oh it was a luxury, it was a luxury for us but that was when I went back teaching more with longer 
periods. I still was just temporary, I never was anything else, but this time it would perhaps be three 
months, perhaps Christmas to Easter, something like that and I did that quite a lot, and the extra money 
of course helped with running the car, <..pause..> and then later they gave us a second Manse. It was a 
Victorian house, <..pause..> a very attractive three storied house but never as cosy somehow as a little 
Manse. <..pause..> A more beautiful house, not as good a garden but eh, we were there for six years. I 
mean we were very happy there too and, <..pause..> by this time I was teaching all the time and most 
having the steady pay and steady job, I bought a car for myself. Always we had a good car and a 
second hand poorish car, which was mine. 

 

Q. So when did you learn to drive, at what age? 

A <..pause..> Well, '54. It would be 1954 I learned to drive, I think, after I got the A30. I learned on the A30. 

 

Q. And were there many women drivers then? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes, it was common, it was common, and it was very handy because time was my difficulty, 
getting everything crushed in and then my mother was getting older and staying alone in Bannockburn 
and my father-in-law was alone in Corstorphine, so a car was very handy for keeping in touch. I went to 
Corstorphine always on a Thursday, a Thursday night. My husband always went on a Monday night 
when I was at the Women's Association and then he brought home anything that needed doing in the 
washing line and I took them back on the Thursday, <..pause..> and then every Wednesday and Saturday 
I went to Bannockburn to my mother’s so that it all worked out quite well. 

 

Q. And can you remember what kind of medical care there was if you were ill when you were small? 

A. Yes. I was a sickly child 'til I was seven and then seemed to get stronger. We had the general 
practitioner we would call him nowadays, but in Bannockburn it was a very tall, handsome, good looking 
gentleman called John Morrison, Dr. John Morrison and we were a bit in awe of him but he was the soul 
of kindness. Now my father had been very badly wounded in The First World War and needed the 
doctor a great deal and my mother's bills, because there was no National Health, the doctor sent out 
bills every so often, and her bills were microscopic to what they should have been and he was more 
than kind to us. 

 

Q. And did you get visits from a district nurse or a nurse of any sort? 

A. Well if that was me, no I never had that, I never had that. My mother was really terribly ill, just more a 
weakly child, but after dad came back he had a very severe illness and eh, the nurse came every day 
and she was a Highland lady I can remember, Nurse McDonald, and she was again the soul of 
kindness and capability. 

 

Q. So was both the nurse and the doctor very friendly? They weren't strict or, <..pause..> or anything? 

A. Oh no, oh no. We were in awe of them as I said because we didn't want to displease them, but it wasn't 
fear, it was respect I would say. 

 

Q. And you obviously remember your mother having to pay for the doctor then when your father was ill? 

A. Yes, yes, yes, that's right. 

 

Q. And how did she pay, your mum? 

A. Oh she'd get the money somewhere. You see my father had been working after the war and then he 
took this illness seven years after he came home and eh, <..pause..> then it was a case of, I don't 
remember Unemployment Benefit or anything like that. I think mother had to be very careful, but I think 
he was on half-pay. See, he was neither employed by the Education Committee or Stirlingshire. 

 

Q. Was he covered by any sickness insurance? 

A. Yes he had sickness insurance. We had to pay into that from the days of Lloyd George in Parliament, 
but he would have that I dare say. 

 

Q. And so have you noticed a change in medical care from when you were small to now? 
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A. <..pause..> Well of course now it's all ‘big is beautiful’. I mean you go to the Clinic and you make an 
appointment and everything's very detached. I don't think there's the same, <..pause..> friendliness 
between the doctor and his patients, everything's done in a hurry. I know when I go across to the Clinic, 
which I do once a month, I'm met with every kindness, but I always feel I shouldn't be wasting time. I 
sort of abounded up on what I'm going to say before I go or I write it down or something so that there's 
no waste of time because it goes like a hairdressing saloon, you know. 

 

Q. And how did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 

A. Oh we had to be careful. That's when I learned to bake and, <..pause..> do everything myself, I mean we 
always had big houses but it was only after I started to teach that I got someone in to do the housework. 
But I always did because I didn't see the sense of knocking myself up if I could keep the school work 
going and the church work. I felt that someone could come in and keep the house right, so I always had 
a lady maybe three mornings a week or something like that. 

 

Q. And did you know how much your husband earned? 

A. Oh yes! I usually handled most of the money and he looked after bills, like send out cheques for 
electricity and that kind of thing. He did that side, but I did the side where there was actually spending 
the money, getting the shopping and so on. <..pause..> Of course when we were married first, everything 
was rationed so you didn't have a lot you could buy. In your butcher meat you got so much per ration 
book and you had to exist on that. 

 

Q. And how did you manage when your husband was ill at all? 

A. Well my husband was really fortunate, he never had much illness. Once he was ill for about six, weeks, 
he'd picked up a virus in Alloa, that was but eh, we had no difficulty because the local Parish Minister, 
Dr. Brodie, he either came himself or he sent his assistant on the Sunday for the services and we 
managed to keep the visiting and the rest of the work going. 

 

Q. And did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Oh when we were married first most assuredly, and up to the time I went back teaching we had to be 
very careful but after we had the two pays coming in it was a different story, just as it is today. <..pause..> 
It's not that I minded working, 'cause I love teaching, but it was a very, very busy life, <..pause..> there 
wasn't time for any socializing much, unless it was through the church. 

 

Q. And so if any neighbours were ill or confined to bed, did relatives or neighbours help out? 

A. Yes, in those days. My only recollection is seeing my mother going away with pitchers of soup, taking to 
people in the street who were ill and needed some extra nourishment, and it was the same looking after 
children, somebody's going out, well you looked after the children for them, but there was nothing taken 
for granted as now. There was no National Health. There were insurances, <..pause..> and when you 
were off your work you got your insurance money that you had paid in for, but eh, that's how it was run 
in those days. 

 

Q. And where you lived, did all of the people have the same standard of living or would you say some were 
better off than others? 

A. <..pause..> Well during the war, <..pause..> The First War, my mother had seventeen shillings [85p] a week 
for herself and me, <..pause..> and miners were earning pounds at that time, but then later on, <..pause..> 
things changed and the mining industry was badly paid and there was a great deal of discontent. 
<..pause..> Now the M.P. of those days in West Stirlingshire, which was our constituency here, was a 
man called Thomas Johnstone, and he was a very excellent M.P. He came from Kirkintilloch way and 
he had a house up at Fintry and when I used to take the Guides up later on to the Youth Hostel he 
always came and spoke to the Guides and hoped they were making the best of their time at school, and 
really took an interest in everyone and it was he who fought greatly for the miners and got better terms 
for them. 

 

Q. And so do you think of yourself as a member of a particular class, middle class or working class? 

A. (laughs) Well that's difficult really, I've certainly worked all my days, but I don't think that's what you 
mean by working class. I think I would be middle class if anything. We certainly were never wealthy, 
<..pause..> but we appreciated what we worked for, we didn't expect to be given handouts. 
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Q. And did people do their shopping mostly in local corner shops in Bannockburn or did they go to say, 
Stirling? 

A. <..pause..> When Bannockburn had a Co-Operative I would say that most people patronized the Co-
Operative because the dividend was paid twice yearly in May and November. Now that coincided with 
the time when people who were in rented houses had to pay their rents, so what came in from the 
dividend paid the rent. 

 

Q. So do you remember these books with lots and lots of stamps to collect, is that the kind of thing that 
you're talking about for the Co-Operative? 

A. No, no, no. You had a check number, you had a number which you gave whenever you did a, <..pause..> 
bought an errand, whether it was in the butcher department or the grocery department, <..pause..> boot 
and shoe department, all those different shops were there, but it went out of fashion really, it was bound 
up mostly with the Labour Movement at that time and for many, many years thereafter, but of late years, 
there are very few Co-Operatives still in existence in this area. Bannockburn had none. 

 

Q. And did any local shops ever give anyone credit or tick? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> I'm not very sure about that. You see we always had our money in our hand before we 
bought anything. My father and mother wouldn't have been, <..pause..> no, no, I know, <..pause..> I don't 
remember that bit, I really, I'm not sure about that. I suppose there must have been tick in certain shops 
but I can't think what shops it was. Don't think it would be the Co-Operative. No, don't think so. 

 

Q. And were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. No, not in Bannockburn. None at all. I can't even remember one in Stirling. 

 

Q. Was your area a very friendly neighbourhood or was there ever any trouble? 

A. Oh no, there was never any trouble in Bannockburn, and there was never any great divide I don't think 
between upper class and lower class or anything like that. I don't remember anything like that, but most 
people got on very well and most people were very pleased to do what they could for the community. 
The churches were all very well attended and a good working section in every congregation, and eh, the 
Roman Catholic influence in Bannockburn has always been excellent, but there was never any ill-
feeling. During The Second War we ran a canteen for the troops, <..pause..> it was held in the Allan 
Church, but the other churches all took their week so that your turn came round roughly once in the 
month. There was the Allan Church, Ladywell, Murrayfield and the Roman Catholic Church and 
everybody was so willing to help eh, to give the boys, <..pause..> you know, food and eh, make them feel 
at home in Bannockburn and we were very fortunate in that we had excellent troops. Mostly they were 
R.E.M.E. and they had the old molles all converted into workshops, and one seventh of all the wireless 
equipment which was used in the Normandy Landings was serviced in Bannockburn and we never 
knew. <..pause..> They went around in uniforms, overalls over their uniforms, but we didn't know really 
what they were doing. They were a very superior type of lad, most kind. 

 

Q. Were there any church groups or societies that you were expected to take over as the Minister's wife? 

A. This is after I married? Eh, well I think in those days it was the accepted thing that the Minister's wife 
became the President of the Guild. Now in the United Free Church the Women's Guild is called the 
Women's Association, it had a different name, and when I married I knew the lady who had been the 
President very, very well, her name was Miss Margaret Bell and she was in charge of the fruit shop 
branch of the Co-Operative, and she was a personality and worked so hard for Bannockburn and our 
church, and she came down to the Manse and saw me before the meetings began in September and 
suggested that I take over from her. And I wasn't sure because I knew nothing about Guild work, 
<..pause..> but she was quite certain this was the right thing to do and she said she would be my Vice-
President and support me and she did. And we really were a strong combination, the thing did run well 
and we had a Guild of, of fifty every Monday night in life. Raised a lot of money for the church, but it was 
really brought by her. I was just fortunate in that I took over, but eh, <..pause..> oh we'd happy times and 
then when I went to Alloa I brought up a Guild there, again fifty strong on a Monday night. It was called 
the Women's Association as I've said in Moncrieff, and then on the Tuesday afternoon I had that smaller 
Guild, about thirty strong which was called the Guild of Friendship and that was the one I always stayed 
temporarily teaching so that I could get away at three o'clock. 
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Q. And you had another name for soirées, you didn't call them? <..pause..> 

A. No, we called them ‘At Homes’ and we took a hall bigger than our church hall, both in Bannockburn and 
in Alloa and the ladies, <..pause..> looked after a table or two tables and brought the food and invited 
people in the church and they could also buy tickets to enter, and it was a very happy night. <..pause..> 
We started off with tea needless to say and then after the tea the tables were all cleared away and we 
had dancing and we had soloists who, <..pause..> em, <..pause..> it was arranged that they would do a few 
solos, and then we had different people, each one and then, I think it was wonderful. It's lovely to see 
fathers and daughters for example up waltzing and mothers and sons. There was a fellowship about it 
which was terrific, <..pause..> besides being quite a money spinner. 

 

Q. And did you get involved with any children's organizations? 

A. Not after I was married, no. I felt that I should stick to the, <..pause..> women's side. 

 

Q. And did you feel that you had to do these duties? 

A. No, no, no, I never felt, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Any sense of duty? 

A. No, I suppose it was a sense of duty that I began to do them, but no, I enjoyed working with the ladies. I 
mean there was no use in saying what's not true, but I got as much out of it as I hope they got because 
it was eh, <..pause..> some of the most satisfying friendships resorted as those eh, as a follow up to those 
meetings, but I always ran a ladies choir. I think that's a wonderful thing because there's never time for 
gossiping or blethering or anything but I ran it on a separate night from the Guild and then we also had 
a Drama Group for the people who didn't sing. (laughs) They wanted to act, but oh no, I enjoyed 
working with the ladies, I couldn't honestly say anything else. 

 

Q. And did you have contact with other Ministers wives? 

A. Not very much, as well as you can see I had a very busy life and eh, <..pause..> I tried to keep my eye on 
my mother and my father-in-law and I had them through as much as I could and I really, I couldn't say I 
was ever very friendly. I was never in clubs with other Ministers wives or anything like that. I never had 
time for that  

 

Q. And did you attend United Free Church Assemblies with your husband? 

A. Yes, that was a, <..pause..> thing. We always went to the Assembly. In the United Free Church it's in 
Edinburgh the one year and Glasgow the next year, not like the Church of Scotland which is always in 
Edinburgh, and we always went to those, but he attended all the ministerial side meetings and I went 
always on the women's day alone with some of my own ladies. I made quite a little outing from it. 

 

Q. And how did you manage to combine your teaching with your work for the church? 

A. Oh well that was difficult but I managed it. It was only that hour off on a Tuesday, three to four, but 
anyway I had to be organized. 

 

Q. And can you tell me about the beginning of the United Free Church, how it all came about? 

A. <..pause..> Well you see, the real beginning of it was back in about 1843, 1842, '43, when there was an 
act called the Patronage Act, <..pause..> and em, <..pause..> that said that whoever owned the church land 
had the right to appoint the Minister and a certain section of people thought that was all wrong and they 
decided to do something about it and the movement was led by a man called Thomas Chalmers, and 
gradually all over Scotland people walked out of the Church of Scotland and started a new 
denomination called the Free Church, and that's why it was. It was the Minister that was to be appointed 
by the free vote of the people in the church and that was the beginning of the Free Church. Then there 
was another branch called the United Presbyterian Church which had the same mind, freedom, and in 
time those two denominations joined together and became the United Free Church of Scotland. Then 
much later in 1929, the United Free Church of Scotland rejoined the Church of Scotland and that is the 
Church of Scotland today, but there was a remnant which refused to join and they came out again, a 
much smaller remnant this time, and they called themselves the United Free Church Continuing. And 
they'd to use that word Continuing for ten years thereafter, and I think the powers that be thought that 
by ten years they probably would all have disappeared, but they didn't and that's the United Free 
Church today, that remnant, but it's a very, very much smaller church than the original United Free 
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Church was. It was one of the best denominations there ever was in Scotland the pre-1929 United Free 
Church, that was the church that I was brought up in. 

 

Q. And can you tell me about your guiding days when you were a Guide and a Patrol Leader, then further 
up the scale to when you were a Lieutenant and a Captain and then an Inspector? 

A. Well I wasn't an inspector, there was no such name, but eh, I know what you're getting at. Well, when I 
was very fortunate because when I was eleven, guiding began in Bannockburn for the first time and we 
all had to go to a hall, which is no longer there, and we crowded it out so much so that they had to make 
two companies, and they put us all roughly into rows and the last two rows were told to come on a 
Friday night and I, my friends and myself were in the back two rows and that was the beginning of 3rd 
Bannockburn. The bit in front was 2nd Bannockburn. I never knew very much what 1st Bannockburn 
had been, I had nothing to do with it. I have a feeling it was a Catholic company at one time, but anyway 
the 2nd Bannockburn and 3rd Bannockburn were made about 1924, and it grew from there, and we 
were taken by a Mrs. Johnstone and all the patrols were put according to height, with the oldest one the 
Patrol Leader. That was how it was all begun and then of course some people didn't go any more, some 
people grew more quickly and by the time I was ready to become a Patrol Leader I was about the third 
biggest, not the biggest, and I had a great job enforcing my discipline on the rest. By that time we had 
five patrols and we had about forty, thirty-six to forty and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And can you tell me the names of the patrols? 

A. They were all birds, there were the swallows, the nightingales, of which I was one, why they took 
nightingale when the nightingale stays in England, I don't know, but they did, em, the wren, the thrush 
and the robin. Five patrols, and I ran that to the day I left the Guides, those same five patrols. And the 
greatest feat I ever did as the Captain of the company was when we won the county flag and shield in 
1938, just before the war. It's never been back to Bannockburn since, the one and only time, but eh, oh 
I'm very keen on guiding, I think it's a great. <..pause..> I had to leave it about my fifth year at school 
because I had quite honestly too much homework. I wasn't brilliantly clever, I had to work hard and it all 
took time and I had to give up the Guides and was away from guiding all the time I was at Glasgow 
University but when I came back after Jordanhill Training College and got started to work as a teacher, I 
went back into the same company as a Lieutenant and then the Captain. Miss Richardson, who was 
another very strong personality, she decided to begin Rangers which were the older Guides and she 
asked me to take the company which I was very proud to do, and I was Captain of 3rd Bannockburn at 
twenty-one, <..pause..> which was really the youngest you could be a Captain, I think. 

 

Q. And what qualities do you think guiding aims to kind of engender within girls would you say? 

A. Well I think that one hopes that the discipline is not only between officer and Guide but within the Guide 
herself that she can make herself do things she knows she ought to do, <..pause..> and I think that the 
great feeling of friendship and fellowship is what one aims at. If that were all through the world, it would 
be a wonderful thing and it bears out the promise which is part of every Guide’s upbringing that a Guide 
is a friend to all and a sister to every other Guide. I would say that's the main aim of it and to cope 
yourself for life because the badge work is good, it is a good variety of badges. 

 

Q. And do you think guiding is as important to the youth of today as it was when you were young? 

A. No, I don't think. You see when I was young there was no television, radio was just beginning, there 
weren't the attractions, <..pause..> there were dances, <..pause..> and concerts and various. Whist drives 
was a great thing long ago, but nowadays there seems to be so many rival organizations and then 
there's television which has made its own mark on people. I don't think children feel the necessity 
nowadays. Well as I was saying I didn't do the dishes for some reason or another, either forgot them or 
deliberately forgot them, the fight would be I'd not get to Guides on Friday, and that was the end of the 
world. I mean that would be terrible not to get to Guides on Friday, and that just brought you into heel at 
once, but I doubt you could get, <..pause..> today. See what I'm trying to say is I think the outlook, there's 
not the necessity so much and then we never had pocket money as they have nowadays, we had to 
spin out our money, you'd save up your Guide collection, your Sunday School collection and things like 
that, but you had no extra money. There was no going to Stirling to look at the shops and buy things, at 
least I can't remember ever anybody doing that. Grownups, yes, people who were working, yes. Stirling 
was a great attraction on a Saturday, but not for me, I never was keen on that. We were more taking a 
walk by our father and mother, and taught to look at nature and understand birds and flowers and that 
type of thing, but eh, I don't really think that guiding has the hold now. Camping was another thing that 
attracted us, you see 'cause it was the out-of-doors, but nowadays you see, youngsters out golfing in 
the park and this type of thing as we wouldn't have been able to afford it anyway. Life's just different. 
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Q. And you've got a lot of memories of The First World War since your father was wounded then? 

A. That's right. 

 

Q. Can you tell me about that time then, and the history of the Black Watch tartan and things like that? 

A. (laughs) Well the Black Watch tartan is the Campbell tartan. It's dark blue and dark green checked, 
<..pause..> and it was used first of all as a kind of Home Guard, the dress of the Home Guard after the 
'45, in 1745 when Prince Charlie was defeated and, <..pause..> everything was being run according to 
English law really. Scotland was forbidden to wear the tartan in some areas, therefore they had to hide 
their claymores and their weapons in the roofs of their houses, and we were really under the English. 
Now the Black Watch at that time which wore the Black Watch tartan was kind of, <..pause..> the only 
way I can put it into modern balance is the Home Guard of that time, they were out to catch wrong-
doers and eh, to enforce the laws of the country and that's why we in Bannockburn, was the mills in 
Bannockburn became the centre of the tartan weaving because we were south of the Highland line, 
only two and a half miles, but that two and a half miles meant that we were free of some of those 
inhibitions [prohibition] which were on the north of Scotland so that eh, <..pause..> Then the Black Watch 
became a regiment of the British Army and a very famous and important regiment, the Queen Mother's 
the Colonel in Chief and eh, they wore the red hackle in their bunnets and that was the regiment my 
father volunteered for in The Great World War and fought in it and he was very badly wounded and eh, 
<..pause..> about 1917, 1918 he was in the big push when they began the use of tanks and he lost his left 
arm by the elbow and two fingers on his right hand and his pinkie was stiff so that he really had a finger 
and thumb, and yet he was a most beautiful writer and an excellent gardener and his left arm he could 
lash on, tie on a leather artificial arm with a hook on the end of it, and we were brought up of course on 
Peter Pan and Captain Hook and eh, my father was very good fun and he never let his hatred of war 
become hatred of Germans or enemies or anything like that. He was always very fair and said there 
were good and bad on all sides and eh, <..pause..> 

 

Q. You were mentioning that he was missing, believed killed at one point? 

A. Yes he was, that's right! And em, my mother got all her notification about her widow’s pension and eh, 
so forth but she never believed that he was dead, although she never heard. Oh I think it was about six 
months she waited hopefully and then one day she got what was called a ‘Field postcard’. It was the 
kind that you deleted what you didn't want, you know, and this had been, not written by dad but written 
by the man in the next bed from him 'cause he couldn't handle a pen at the time, and all it said was that 
he was living and of course it gave mother renewed hope and when he was finally freed there were a 
thousand British, <..pause..> badly wounded men exchanged for a thousand German badly wounded men 
and eh, when we got word that dad was coming home, he asked mother to take me to Aberdour which 
was his home village in Fife because his youngest brother was being called up and being sent abroad. 
My uncle David, who was eighteen, and he landed out in Caucasia, south of Russia in time, so we went 
to Aberdour so that dad would see him before he went and that was the time when I always feel a bit 
ashamed of myself because dad had still his khaki on and his left arm of his overcoat was pinned up 
with a pin where he hadn't got his artificial arm by that time and I can remember eh, not really thinking 
this was my dad at all. Course I hadn't seen him for years and years, and I wouldn't be very old, maybe 
five and a bit. So that was eh, that was his homecoming, not a very good welcome from his daughter, 
however, he forgave me and brought me a needle-case from London which I treasured for many years. 

 

Q. And do you have memories of The Second World War? 

A. Well that was, you see in The Second World War em, <..pause..> I was at the age where I would have 
been called up if I hadn't been a teacher, to the Services, but we were what they called reserved and 
because you were reserved you felt you had to do what you could for the community and so I was the 
secretary of that committee I told you about representing the Youth Organizations and I was also the 
secretary of the A.R.P. First Aid Section, and eh, our church was vacant for three years and I ran the 
Sunday School and held the, began and held a Youth Fellowship which lasted for many years and eh, 
<..pause..> we just did everything we were asked to do. Then of course when the evacuees came from 
Glasgow when they thought Glasgow was going to be bombed and they were scattered through mid-
Scotland. We had our share and we had to see them into houses and see that blankets were provided 
and then of course what happened was that they stayed about a month at the most and then most of 
them landed back home. So it was eh, there was always something to do during the war. 

 

Q. So you were saying that people were more public spirited during the war? 
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A. Oh yes. I'm told that in London it was unbelievable the difference in people's attitude to their neighbours 
because normally in London there's no social side at all coming and going between families or anything 
like that, very little of that and yet in war time, after the bombing started everybody the next morning 
was saying to everybody else, “How did you get on last night, any difficulties." or "Are you all alright." 
And the minute the war was over they went back to their old stiff ways. That war gave a terrific sense of 
responsibility to everybody. You felt you had to help and eh, it was the same in even a wee village like 
Bannockburn. We all eh, did what we could and you got lectures each week on First Aid which you 
attended and then often on a Sunday there was a mock attack where all your, <..pause..> the Brigade 
came in with labels tied to them saying what was wrong with them. You had to bandage, they bandaged 
them and so on and I remember one of the doctors was a bit of a humorist and he sent this boy in with a 
broken leg and a broken arm and a broken head I think, and I can't remember what else and at the end 
he had to give him tuppence. [½ p] (laughs) These were the days, but oh there was a terrific friendship. 

 

Q. And also your period at Glasgow University, it was the time of the time of the tram cars wasn't it? 

A. Yes, oh yes, we still had the tram cars. A ha'penny worth took you the whole length of Sauchiehall 
Street and we would get off at Charing Cross and walk through Kelvingrove Park so that we really got to 
the University for a ha'penny, otherwise you'd pay a penny to take the car right up to the University 
Avenue. Oh yes, and you see nobody had a great deal of money or anything, your father and mother 
were paying for you and while there were eh, <..pause..> we called them Bursaries, but that's the wrong 
word actually, but you got help from the education committees and so on, but it was minimum help, you 
couldn't lash around money or go to dances or drink or smoke or anything like that, there was just not 
the cash. I'm not saying we were better than the modern student, I mean they were just circumstances, 
but I know that my father paid my way all through out of his own pocket and eh, <..pause..> because of 
that I felt it was up to me to do my best and try not to fail anything. I think that's partly what's wrong that 
the <..pause..> student of today hasnae got the same responsibilities that we had, I don't think they have. 
They see their responsibilities as complaining about the bomb and this kind of thing. We didn't seem to 
have time, of course we'd lived through two wars. Makes a difference. 
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Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1914. 

 

Q. And where was that you were born? 

A. Kilsyth. 

 

Q. And how long did you live in Kilsyth? 

A. 'Til I was fifteen, sixteen, that's when I was, <..pause..> four jobs and then I had to leave to get a job as I 
told you. Domestic Service. 

 

Q. Did you have any brother and sisters? 

A. I had two sisters, much older than I. My eldest sister was twelve years older and the other one, she was 
eight. Then this long gap and then I arrived and I think there was two dead between. Yes there was. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of your grandparents? 

A. I had no grandparents. My grandparents were all dead before, <..pause..> my mother was an orphan at 
twelve. She is the one that instilled in me, in us all, that it's up to you to make way with yourself and do 
not be without a penny, make sure you've got something behind you and be independent but helpful to 
people. She was an orphan at twelve and her other two sisters were married, but I wouldn't say they 
were helpful. So, my father's old aunt, in those days they didn't adopt, they took someone in to help and 
it was there she looked after her when she was ready to work. She wasn't at school at twelve, I mean 
she was finished but she got a job in service where there were three in the house but she asked the 
lady of the house, she was paid six monthly, she asked her not to give my mother money but to put it in 
the bank for her because she had relatives who would have taken it off her. So that's why she instilled in 
us, "Look after number one". 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. He was a miner. A very intelligent miner and he died when he was only forty-eight but, can I say a little 
thing that he said? You know there was the 1926 strike and he was ill at that time and he came out with 
this saying which I take it he'd read somewhere but I would only be eleven I think, 1914 - 1926, what 
age would I be? Twelve. ‘Rattle his bones over the stones, he's only a collier whom nobody owns.’ Now 
that was very true in those days. They were just animals more or less. Now he had been in a bad 
accident, a mining accident, when he was fourteen and during his illness he would go and be very ill but 
you could hear him going through that. I can hear yet him saying, “The canary's gone.” It must have 
been, <..pause..> that was one thing that he had associated with the accident. However, he still had to go 
back to mining. 

 

Q. Can you remember what your parents did in their spare time, if they had any? 

A. Yes, my father was a great reader. He also liked the theatre, so did my mother and they would save up 
and I was taken with them. And I remember going up to Glasgow with them and there was a wee kind of 
restaurant, a funny wee place in Dundas Street and we would go in there for a cup of tea and a pie and 
then we went to the theatre which would be ‘Up in the Gods'. But previous to all this, she would do 
shopping for, <..pause..> she made down things, she made things up; dresses on the cheap. He would go 
to the old book barrows and they met at five. Whilst he had done all this and he would maybe appear 
with two or three books and I can hear her saying, "How much did you pay for those?" "I didn't need a 
dram so I just bought the books." 
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Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Yes, she was quite a good worker with the church. They had what they called the Women's Work Party 
which, they made, <..pause..> listen, (laughing) they made things for the poor, <..pause..> Which were 
maybe flour bags made into nightdresses or petticoats or things like that. He fished a lot, read and 
fished a lot; he also went to an elocution class. I can remember also when he was in bed and people 
would come to see him. Men would come to see him and they had some wonderful; <..pause..> I wouldn't 
be listening too much. A few things I picked up but he talked a lot about what he'd read and poetry and 
they had arguments about evolution and I used to think, "I wonder what that is? When I'm a big girl I'll 
look it up." 

 

Q. So he was sort of self-taught? 

A. Yes, he was a self-taught man. He was a clever man, but he was a very quiet man, there was no, you 
know, <..pause..> I used to hear children, "Oh my dad's drunk, we have fights," <..pause..> but there was 
never anything like that, we were a happy household. And we had a holiday every year and what it 
consisted of was they managed between them to buy a tent and it was kept over in the Fintry Hills. You 
know where the Fintry, where the big loch is, Carron Dam? Well in the middle of that was a farmhouse 
called ‘Sliristock’ I think that was it, probably in my mind it was wrong, but we went there for a picnic and 
we discovered we could keep the tent there. So every year we went for a holiday, he doing fishing, my 
mother her knitting and sewing and I would probably have a friend with me. 

 

Q. How long would you go for? 

A. Oh well the holiday time, a week or maybe a fortnight but mostly a week, I think that was all they got. 
But we used to go over on weekends, maybe on the Saturday morning to the Sunday because we could 
walk there you see, from Kilsyth over the hills to this place. Nevertheless my mother used to say, "I'm 
away from the back court." 

 

Q. Did she like the fresh air? 

A. Oh she loved getting away to the country and I think that's what instilled that in me because my father 
loved walking. I had a friend not very long ago come to visit me from New Zealand and she said, "Do 
you remember long ago when we were as children your father took us out walking?" She said, "I can 
remember him saying to me ‘A beech tree is a greedy tree, nothing will grow under it, but an oak tree is 
a friendly tree’”. Now, funny how these things come to you. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did your parents take an interest in politics at all? 

A. Well, my father was Liberal and my mother used to say, "You vote for the Tories because they have the 
money." and "Aye," he says, "and they keep it." 

 

Q. What about sport? Did they have an interest in sport? 

A. No, I don't remember them ever talking much about, <..pause..> fishing was the only thing he was really 
interested in. There was no money for sport. 

 

Q. Was that fresh water fishing? 

A. Yes, trout fishing. 

 

Q. So what memories do you have of your parents’ house at Kilsyth? How big was it? What sort of house 
was it? 

A. Oh well, we were in, to begin with my father's old auntie owned this little row of cottages which 
consisted of two rooms, room and kitchen and an attic upstairs, an outside toilet which three families 
used. Then after he died my mother moved to a kitchen because Anne and I were away, my eldest 
sister, my middle sister was married, and it had a toilet down the stair. She tried to get a Council house 
to try and give us what we were used to in service. Never did. That is why I'm not with Council houses. I 
have bad memories of it, because when after The First World War because people couldn't get homes 
and they were trying to make jobs; this is how I was led to believe they built Council houses for people 
who couldn't afford to buy them. Who got them in Kilsyth? <..pause..> But people who could afford to buy 
houses, they got those Council houses. Now that's Minebra Crescent and I believe to this day it remains 
like that, completely different from the others. But my mother was never successful. 
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Q. Can you remember, what were the washing arrangements? Was there a washhouse? 

A. Oh, there was a washing. <..pause..> Oh my! They had, <..pause..> well because there was only the three 
cottages, they had only the one washhouse which they built a fire under and the copper boiled up. That 
did all the washing, and then if somebody was kind enough, if some poor soul in the other rows couldn't 
get into the washing house they would come to my mother and say, "Mary would you let me in?" And 
she would let them in after. They could use the water that she had boiling where they wouldn't use 
anyone else’s. But there were strings of washing across and woe and betide if any child knocked a ball, 
no, it didn't matter who the mother or who the woman was, you got a wallop! And no mother ever 
interfered! You shouldn't have been doing that! 

 

Q. Did your mum do all the housework in the house? Did she have anyone in to help at all? 

A. My mother? No, we had to, <..pause..> she was going out helping other people. That was after my father 
died. Oh before he died, the doctor got to know her and he handed her a little case, you know 
midwifery, plus if somebody was very ill and they needed someone at night, she would go out and help. 
She then made a little money. That's how we were a wee bit better off than the average. I wouldn't say 
we were much better off but we got things that no other children got. 

 

Q. How would that work, would the doctor pay her or would the people that she was going to? <..pause..> 

A. If they could afford it they paid it, if they couldn't she did it for nothing. 

 

Q. Did you have jobs to do about the house? 

A. Oh yes, you didn't get off with it. You did the shopping and then I did my aunty's shopping who had a 
big family and you got tuppence a week. But that wasn't more or less, <..pause..> you didn't go out and 
spend it, it was kept. And then I had older cousins who were working and they would give me maybe a 
shilling or sixpence but that went into our, <..pause..> and I could get a new coat. 

 

Q. So it was being saved up? 

A. It was saved for that. 

 

Q. What sort of jobs would you do? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> I would do the washing up and that was, <..pause..> then my eldest, not my eldest sister she 
went away abroad before she was twenty, so it was my other sister, she would help in the washhouse. 
Now, what I used to remember, what stands out in my memory is girls who worked in the factory, they 
would come home and they would wash with a pit lamp shining in the, <..pause..> because the mothers 
couldn't do the washing in the daytime, there was too much to do. Women, girls from sixteen up did a lot 
of work in the house, it was expected of them. But it was a strange thing, men got off with it. They didn't 
seem to do anything from what I can remember. 

 

Q. What about your father, did he do anything in the house? 

A. Oh, my father? Yes he would paint. My mother would say, "Oh dear, he's no' painted it!" And whenever 
he was out the road, she painted it! (laughter) Oh, he did odds and ends but then you see the strikes 
came and he was out on what they termed the bing. That's how we got friendly with the farmer. He 
would go out on the bings and collect coal and he wasn't able for it because of this heart condition. But 
they would come and take it, the coal over, plus they took me because food was very scarce and I was 
fed in the, <..pause..> playing in the farm, expected to do little jobs, but not hard, you know. 

 

Q. Were there soup kitchens in Kilsyth? 

A. Soup kitchens during the strikes but again my mother was lucky, or we were lucky I would say, because 
this farmer always came every week with something so that I didn't have to wait in the soup kitchen 
queue, it wasn't a queue we called it but we waited in from the school. I did, to see what it was like, but 
it was needed, so one couldn't condemn it. And they did get the tea, you know a mug, a tin of, a tin mug 
of tea. Not milk as I've read somewhere, where they said they got milk but I don't remember that. 

 

Q. What sort of clothes and things [did you have] during the strike? <..pause..> 
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A. Oh, my mother was awful good at making things down, very good. She was a clever woman in her way 
because she could go up to say Smith's in Glasgow and she would look at patterns. This was when my 
father was looking through the book stalls and she would come home and she could do a pattern in 
crochet or knitting. That was what my early memory was, sitting beside her on the settee, not only me 
other girls and it was she who showed us all how to crochet. Even yet I'll meet an old friend and she'll 
say, "I remember your mother. I can crochet and it was your mother that showed me." 

 

Q. So what kind of meals did you have as a child when it wasn't strikes, <..pause..> just ordinarily? 

A. Oh, it was the usual, soup and stovies. Washing day. Oh I hated washing day. Stovies and, <..pause..> 
my father fishing; we got fish. I wouldn't say my mother let us know we were very poor, she did her best 
to cover those, <..pause..> it's only afterwards I can remember she must have had a struggle because 
there was no money really coming in. 

 

Q. But you always felt well fed? 

A. Yes, better fed than the girls that I played with because they could come into our house and always my 
mother baked and eh, <..pause..> there was always something to eat, a scone and a pancake. 

 

Q. Can you remember where your parents did their shopping, say for food? Would it be a local corner 
shop? 

A. Oh, it was a local grocer's. <..pause..> An incident when he was very ill, no money coming in, I can't, 
<..pause..> my sister worked, that was the only money that would be coming in, except the one that was 
abroad and she used to send money for rent and rates. But the Co-Op was a great thing in those days. 
Have you heard of that? 

 

Q. Was your mum a member? 

A. Oh yes, that was the thing, that was a very good thing long ago because it saved bills being run up. 
They could draw tokens. <..pause..> Have you heard of this? Well, they could draw a token, this is how 
Kilsyth was, they bought maybe ten shillings worth of tokens and they would spend; I don't know how it 
was done but you got your money in tokens, you brought them back, but in the middle of the quarter 
there may be a hard-up time so people would go and say "Ten shillings on the book". Now, we went to 
an office thing, cash place, with a book for your tokens and it was put in ten shillings or a pound. But 
there was always a besom of a woman at the other side of the counter who would shout out "Ten 
shillings in the book!” And that was a terrible thing for any youngster who would be faced with this. 
Everybody knew, but that saved them; they would get that, but it would come off the dividend. Say they 
were getting two pounds of dividend but if somebody had drawn ten shillings and another ten shillings, 
they'd only a pound of dividend. They tried not to do that because the dividend cleared up the rates, the 
taxes or maybe something else. 

 

Q. The house that you stayed in, was it a tied cottage at all, with your father being? <..pause..> 

A. The first time? Oh no, it was, <..pause..> I don't know how they came by it. <..pause..> Eh, <..pause..> uncle 
Tom and aunty Lizzie, they did, he did all kinds of jobs with moving folk out and maybe he would pick up 
things but how he got those, come to have the money for those, don't ask me, but he had this row of 
cottages which had belonged to the estate. What was the name of the? <..pause..> Sir Archibald 
Edmonston had all of Kilsyth, I don't know how they got the, <..pause..> but it was called Garden 
Cottages. 

 

Q. So it wasn't owned by the mine then? 

A. No, some of the, <..pause..> no there weren't many houses in Kilsyth owned by the mines. I don't know 
who owned the square, <..pause..> now maybe they did, that's a thing I never ever thought of. 

 

Q. Can you remember much about the community then when you were young, was it quite friendly? 

A. Oh yes, they were very helpful to one another, they often, <..pause..> I say that nowadays, nobody ever 
went out of their way not to help people. If a person was in some sort of difficulty, all women went to 
help, not all women, most women went to help but no one told, “have you got that?” I can't remember 
ever hearing my mother saying, "Oh she's needing", but you were packed off. "Take that down to Mrs. 
So-and-so”. But you didn't say outside. Now for instance, I'll give you a little ‘for instance’ on this. I had a 
school friend you see, and at the table at night I said, "I was at the pawn shop today." and my father 
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said, "Oh were you." and my mother said, "Who did you go with?" My father said, "That's nothing to do 
with you." "No," she said, "but I want to know because she shouldn't be coming out with that.” Oh, and I 
named the girl, so my father said, "Now Maisie, but for the Grace of God you might have to go to the 
pawn shop and it's a disgrace. It's looked on as a disgrace, but it's helping them out of the midden, but 
don't you ever come out with things like that, now remember that.” And it did, it stuck with me. If I saw 
things and I saw someone, <..pause..> oh. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So, would you say that most people in the area that you were in had the same standard of living? 

A. I would say that. <..pause..> I didn't come across anyone being nasty to anyone, never. 

 

Q. No snobbery or anything like that? 

A. Oh, yes, oh very much but then you see I was in an area where we were all together. At school, that's 
why I was bitter about school because my eldest sister was very clever but she couldn't; you see my 
father was ill, she had to go to service but we had a Minister who was most understanding, who helped 
to get her, <..pause..> and that's why she wanted to go abroad and it was the Minister who spoke to my 
father and said, "You'll need to let her go because she's never going to get on here." And she did get 
on. But I again at school remember this incident which stuck to me, <..pause..> gave me a, <..pause..> what 
do you call it now, on the shoulder, a chip on the shoulder for years and years. We had to sit a 
Qualifying Exam, right, my father had diphtheria, I was off and then I took mumps, I was off. Then we 
had to sit the Qualifying, the 'Qualy' as we talked about and this teacher, I see her yet. Ohhhh! She 
said, "I don't see the sense in her sitting that thing, she's only from the mining area, she'll never get 
anywhere." Now that kind of thing in front of a child is terrible and that stuck with me. 

 

Q. Did you celebrate special occasions like birthdays, Christmas and Hogmanay? 

A. Well, oh well, Hogmanay they did, Christmas was just sort of passed over. My mother tried to make it 
something but we didn't have Christmas dinners and things like that except when my sister was in a job 
here in Service, she was a table-maid and the cook had said to her, "When are you going home?" And 
she said, oh she'd be going home, <..pause..> her wee sister was having a birthday. Now, I'm pointing this 
out because in the back court nobody ever had a birthday cake. She made a birthday cake for Anne 
and the children, my pals, which were about ten of them, all came into the house to see this birthday 
cake and get. So it was a wonderful experience that, but do you know we weren't unhappy because we 
didn't know what we could've had. 

 

Q. What about Hogmanay? 

A. Oh, well we were chucked to bed early and my father would maybe have some of his friends in, so 
would my mother and they would have a wee; <..pause..> but there was always the ritual of the first 
footers, the piece of coal, the Black Bun, the potted 'heid', or potted meat as you would call it and that 
kind of thing. They had a meal when they came in, my mother's scones and this, but nobody seemed to 
get one over the eight. Never anything like that, that I remember anyhow. 

 

Q. You were saying your father was a great reader. So did that pass on to you? 

A. Passed on to us all. Mm-hmm. 

 

Q. So you had plenty books to read? 

A. We had what books he could pick up. Plus, oh that's a, <..pause..> when I started in the library in Kilsyth 
after many years going through service, that's a thing I'll come to, snobbishness. I had to go, we all in 
turn did it, my eldest sister, my other sister and then me. My father couldn't manage up to the church 
library because he would be late coming home. Now, they'd got, it was a church, <..pause..> there was no 
County Library, Public Library, so they got a catalogue and the books were numbered and you had to 
go with those, what he had chosen, the numbers. And it was a small room and the man had to climb the 
steps you see, and this stands out in my memory. He would say, "Archie ******, son of Robert." that was 
my grandfather you see and he would say, "Oh aye, have you got your numbers?” And I as a child, oh I 
think I would be six or seven, said, "These are the three numbers, and my da' put them all in the same 
line because, 'it'll save that old man from greetin' from coming down the steps to go up again.” And do 
you know that man, he couldn't have been old, I thought he was old, but he remembered me when he 
came into the library with my boss. He says, "You're a ******.” I said, "Yes." "Oh, I remember you 
coming in one day and saying 'that'll save that old,” <..pause..> and he explained the situation. But that's 
how my father got his books. Once a week on a Monday night I went to this church library. 
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Q. Would that be free, the church library? 

A. It was free - well, I don't know if it was free or not! But it must, <..pause..> I don't know whether he had to, 
<..pause..> he was a member. But you see there wouldn't be an awful lot of people, men, who would use 
it and yet I had to wait for quite a while, but that was before Carnegie started Public Libraries. That's 
what used to make me angry about people who could get free access to shelves and would say, "Pick 
me a book" and I thought my father would have given his eye teeth to have wandered round. He'd just 
to sit and look at a catalogue. 

 

Q. Did you have newspapers or magazines in the house? 

A. We didn't have, <..pause..> oh, <..pause..> we had a magazine my sister could buy on the sly and it was 
burnt in front of the three of us. ‘The Red Letter’, <..pause..> and my father, <..pause..> that was my middle 
sister who was quite different from Anne and I, he said, <..pause..> how it happened, my mother said, 
"You've to go for the messages," this was me and I'm sitting reading this ‘Red Letter’ and my father 
looked up from his book and said, "Your mother's talking to you." Oh, <..pause..> and he said, "What are 
you reading?" He took it out my hand - "Rubbish! Who bought it?" "Nobody bought it." And my other 
sister, <..pause..> and he burned it and he said, "I don't know who bought it but it's rubbish and it's not 
coming in here again." Now he wasn't a stern man, he wasn't a man who would lay down the law but he 
didn't like us reading rubbish. 

 

Q. What about newspapers? 

A. Well, we had a local thing but I can't remember a newspaper because you see, my eldest sister and I 
had a discussion about that. I said, "You know I'm not a newspaper reader." "No," she says, 
"newspaper reading is a habit, and we didn't learn it early". So there couldn't have been newspapers 
coming in and after all I was fifteen when I went into service and you weren't supposed to be able to 
read there, some of the jobs. 

 

Q. Were you taken out visiting friends or neighbours or relatives when you were younger? 

A. Oh yes we had great relationships with friends, auntys and cousins in Glasgow. Of course we were in 
the country, they came through. You slept anywhere. But we were a close family. Of course I think 
families were more close then because they helped one another out. There was none of this, "She's got 
on and I'll do what I like" kind of thing, you know. I don't remember that anyhow. 

 

Q. So, would that be quite an excursion if you went through to Glasgow? 

A. Oh, it was a big, <..pause..> I can remember the steam train, I was literally terrified of it. My father knew it, 
they always put me behind him! 

 

Q. You said that you had these camping holidays when you were younger. Were these the only holidays 
you had, did you have any other holidays? 

A. Och, there was no money to have holidays. 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family at all when you were younger? 

A. Yes, two or three weddings. My father always recited at, <..pause..> you know they always had a thing 
afterwards, my mother sang and my father recited. The Minister would say, "Now Archie, we'll have a 
poem from you." It was always Burns of course, but, <..pause..> a terrific memory. 

 

Q. Would these be, like big white weddings, or smaller occasions? 

A. Oh no, no, no, no. It was something that they could wear afterwards. 

 

Q. Could you tell me how you spent Sundays in those days, were they different from a weekday? 

A. Oh no, Sundays were, <..pause..> no, no. You went to the church, my father never went in the morning. 
He made sure, <..pause..> he would say to my mother, "You can take her to the church." Now you went to 
the church on the Sunday morning, you went to the Sunday School afterwards, you came home and 
had your dinner, then you went for a walk with your mother and father. That was a ritual, rain, hail or 
snow. But my father and mother liked walking and I sometimes had a friend with me. But, my father 
went to the church at night. We then went to this old aunty and uncle and they had an organ. Now that 
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was unheard of, they also had a bathroom in the house. Oh they must have had the money! But we 
sang hymns and the men had conversation, I can remember and we did sit through. There would be 
about a dozen children but you wouldn't have dared stepped out of line because old aunty Lizzie and 
uncle Jimmy, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you go to Sunday School at all? 

A. That's what I'm saying, you went to Sunday School, you went to church then you came out the church 
into the Sunday School. After you were finished with the Sunday School it was Bible Class. 

 

Q. Was it Church of Scotland? 

A. Church of Scotland, yes. 

 

Q. Would you say that religion was important in your childhood, was it a big part of your childhood? 

A. It was, very important. And as I say the Minister was very, very good, he came a lot about the house 
and it was his daughter that helped me get into the big house, estates and, <..pause..> afterwards I came 
away from the church because in some houses the Ministers came to the front of the house; the back 
wasn't, <..pause..> they didn't seem to consider it. Plus I once worked in a Catholic house, this I never 
forgot because the nursery staff, the governess, the two nannies and the nursery-maid were all 
Catholics. If a new nursery-maid came or a new nanny, they were only a week in, the Priest came to 
see they were alright, and to see if they needed any help in visiting or anything. Did the Minister come 
to in any of the houses I was in? No. But I realized afterwards as time went on, you have to have roots 
of some kind, where better than the church but I certainly went off it, from sixteen to wartime. 

 

Q. When you were a child who did you play with? Was it neighbours or your sisters? 

A. Neighbours. Oh I had cousins and that too that we all played with. Oh, <..pause..> I mean it was games of 
no money, you know what I mean? You played with, <..pause..> somebody got a ball and you played with, 
<..pause..> But you didn't, I always remember, <..pause..> look at graffitti and I think of the day that, 
<..pause..> oh, there was about six of us writing on the wall. "So and so loves somebody” <..pause..> and 
this big woman came out. Boy, did she slap us! She caught the whole six of us, she knocked the living 
daylights out of us. But your mothers didn't complain, this is what's needed now. 

 

Q. So what games did you play? Did you play Peevers? <..pause..> 

A. We played Peevers and we played with, <..pause..> Skipping Ropes is a thing you don't see them playing 
now. We played Skipping Ropes, we played Peevers, we had a ball which we played Rounders and we 
were always playing what we termed ‘Wee Hooses’. We always seemed to find a pavement you swept 
and made into a, <..pause..> must have been the housewife in us! (laughs) 

 

Q. So it was mostly in the street you played. Were there any other places round and about? 

A. There was a burn, the wee, <..pause..> I can't remember what the name of it was. It was a tributary of the 
Carron and we played down in that. Really some of the water came out of the mine which wasn't very 
clean and your parents knew whenever you came in, "YOU were in the burn!" 

 

Q. So you'd get into trouble if you were dirty then? 

A. Oh yes! 

 

Q. Did boys and girls play the same games or did you play separately? 

A. We sometimes joined up with having concerts. <..pause..> One cousin of mine, he was always trying to, 
he was always on the make, you know there's always somebody on the make. He was going to take a 
ha'penny but mothers got to know of it and he got well and truly, <..pause..> we had all paid our ha'penny 
and in the concert and some mother discovered that he was getting the ha'pennies! 

 

Q. Were you free to play games with who you chose or did your parents restrict you? 

A. I was never restricted, never, even if they had dirty heads. (laughs) I always remember her saying, 
'When you play with her, you come in here and I'm cleaning your head". But it didn't matter, I still liked 
the lassie, she couldn't help it, there was twelve of a family, I can remember it yet, twelve of a family in a 
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room and kitchen. Oh and they were good fun! And an only child, me an only child but they were good 
fun. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies then? 

A. Knitting, Crocheting. What a hobby! That was about all. 

 

Q. Did you collect anything? 

A. We collected wild flowers and pressed them and that was a Sunday School teacher we had, wasn't a 
school teacher, it was a Sunday School teacher and she would bring her flower book to the church. 
None of the rest of them, <..pause..> Oh I remember my father buying me one, <..pause..> at one of these 
'thingmys' because I didn't have a flower book and Miss Johnston had one and the next time he was up 
at the Barrows, <..pause..> they could get books for tuppence you see. 

 

Q. Did you keep any pets? 

A. Oh, we had a cat, we always had a cat. 

 

Q. Did a lot of people have pets then? 

A. The majority were cats because I think they still paid a thing for dogs and there was no money for, 
<..pause..> but they shared their pets, if anyone had a dog, it played with you. It belonged to everybody. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sports when you were younger? 

A. Och, they played, <..pause..> I was never, I wasn't a ball person, if a ball was coming towards me I got out 
the road! Cricket they did, against the coal cellars, you know, they drew the thing. I used to see the boys 
playing that, and football. Fishing was a thing they did more than anything else. 

 

Q. Was that mostly the boys? 

A. The boys. 

 

Q. So you wouldn't go fishing? 

A. I went with my uncle and my dad and mind you, I could pick the worms! I wouldn't be able to pick a 
worm up now. But we used to go, <..pause..> minnows and worms, but I was never allowed to take a 
fishing rod, oh no. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any Youth Organizations? 

A. Yes, we had the, <..pause..> something in the Methodist Church, we weren't Methodists but they ran a, 
<..pause..> I can't remember what they called it, it was a kind of Youth Club. And then there was 
Pentecostal people ran a Band of Hope, it was for nothing you see and you went in and, <..pause..> you 
sang these Moodie and Sankie hymns. And if you were well behaved you got something at the end of 
the year. Again that was nothing. 

 

Q. So it didn't really matter what denomination you were? 

A. Oh no, you just went. It didn't matter what it was. Oh I went to a Catholic thing, <..pause..> now, <..pause..> 
what was the name of it? And, <..pause..> oh there was a Temperance thing, which my father was 
horrified, <..pause..> The White Ribboners, and I went to The White Ribboners and they had a parade. My 
father didn't know that I had been going to the White Ribboners, but he was standing at the corner when 
he saw us coming down with the white banners and somebody said, “My Archie, see who's leading it!" 
He says, "Aye, and I'm going to the pub tonight!" My mother was horrified, she was, at him saying that, 
but she said it doesn't matter, she was doing her best. And I signed this White Ribboner thing, I was as 
good as anyone that lived, <..pause..> signed the pledge. But you see Kilsyth was a very, <..pause..> it was 
full of pubs at the time, then it went dry through this White Ribboners. Yes, and the story used to go that 
if there was anybody drunk in Queen Street Station they put them on the Kilsyth train! They were bound 
to be going there. 

 

Q. What about Sunday School, do you remember any Sunday School outings? 
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A. Oh, I hated the Sunday School outings. I always seemed to be near the front and I don't like pipe bands 
to this day, because there they were, in front it was the big drums and me literally terrified by this noise 
in front of me. And we had our ribbon and a tin thing in front, or if you were in the know which I once got 
into a decorated vanguard, now I was alright there because the pipe band was well away. 

 

Q. So where would you go for these outings? 

A. Oh, we went to, <..pause..> some of the farmers gave them a park and you ran races and you had your, 
whatever it was, a poke with a sandwich or something in it and a glass, <..pause..> I always remember, 
that's what, <..pause..> that was the tin you got that with milk. 

 

Q. Did you go to the pictures at all? 

A. Oh yes, we went to the pictures, but we had a thing about going, we all did the same. Where I lived you 
see we were the poorer end, we used to run messages and you got a penny or a ha'penny from 
someone else and it was a penny to get in on a Saturday and you got a ticket which, if you hung on to 
that you got in on the Monday for nothing! 

 

Q. What would you go and see, what type of things? 

A. Do you know, <..pause..> I always remember the one that my eldest sister, not my eldest sister, she was 
away, my middle sister had to take me out, it was ‘The Hunchback of Notre Dame’ I was terrified! I 
roared my head off and she had to take, <..pause..> and of course I got worse when I got out! She missed 
it! 

 

Q. Did you get any pocket money? 

A. Aye, if you went those messages! 

 

Q. What type of things would you spend it on? 

A. You would, <..pause..> a lucky bag which consisted of maybe two or three sweeties and maybe some 
kind of trinket, a penny or a ha'penny. But you got that through running, doing shopping. But we didn't, 
as they do nowadays, put their hand out. You waited, some of the older folk didn't have the money to 
give you, so they gave you a piece and jam which you had to stand eating whether you needed it or not, 
but that was their way of thanking you. 

 

Q. Were you given lessons by anyone before you went to school? Could you read before you went to 
school? 

A. No, I could knit before I went to school, <..pause..> well, I suppose I wasn't too bad because my father 
would eh, <..pause..> but I wasn't so well equipped as they are now because we, eh, <..pause..> it was a 
slate we had and yon scratching, oh I can hear it yet. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you went to school? 

A. Five. 

 

Q. And what school did you go to? 

A. Kilsyth, which they termed Kilsyth Academy which took in the Primary up to fourteen. 

 

Q. And what did you think of school? 

A. I liked school 'til I came across that woman whom, <..pause..> and funnily enough my cousin said, "Oh 
she was the best teacher in the school." and I said, "You may think so but I'll never forget what she did 
to me." Because she really put, <..pause..> and the one person who could help me through that was 
another teacher, a Miss Rose. <..pause..> Maybe she's still alive that woman, she was exceptionally 
good. It didn't matter who you were; if she saw a brightness at all. Well, now when I think back on that I 
could see she was the one who helped me out of that because after hearing that I thought, "No use in 
me,” <..pause..> I would sit back and say, "I'm from down there.” <..pause..> 

 

Q. So that really had an effect on you? 
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A. Oh it had, it really had. It took me a long, long time to lose it until I, when I went, as I say, went into the 
Service and I began to meet people who really knew their job and knew about things and saw that I was 
interested and they pushed me on, that's when I began to lose it. 

 

Q. What punishments were there at school? Was there the tawse or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh, there was the strap and it could leave a mark up here, I can still see that mark, mind you, the one 
and only time it was really bad was through no fault of, <..pause..> We had a bully, you know, there was 
always bullies and there was this bully. We had a teacher who was, <..pause..> never seemed to be 
turning up. So this was the Domestic Science. We didn't call it Domestic Science, <..pause..> what did we 
call it? Anyhow, she, Miss Dalziel was never there, so this big Sadie, "We're not waiting again we're 
going home." So we all, this was the girls, all trotted off home and my sister worked in the Danish Dairy 
and I ran in and she said, "What are you doing here?" You see, we were terrified of the Attendance 
Officer and we saw him in the distance and she said, "Well, you're not hiding in here, you're going 
outside." Anyhow, I got home early and my mother said; gave me a row. No business at home at this 
time and who else, my father at night. Ohhh what! He didn't give me a row but he gave me a long 
talking. He had no time for people who did that. Well, we go to the school the next day, the Headmaster 
comes in, "Every girl out!" And I can see this strap, and you wouldn't have dared gone home and said, 
"Look." you deserved it. 

 

Q. What subjects did you get at school? 

A. That I liked? I liked English, well, we didn't call it but I liked, <..pause..> they read books to you and you 
could question it, if you had a good teacher. I quite liked Mental Arithmetic, I was good at Mental 
Arithmetic and I was good at Geography and History because my memory was good. And I had a father 
who would, <..pause..> I would come home and he would say, "Well what have you had?" And I would 
show him and he would say, "Well sit down." Plus he would help me to draw a map, plus he would show 
me where things, <..pause..> But when he took ill that stopped and this is when I came up against this 
bully of a teacher. I hated school after that, 'til I came across this other. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So how old were you when this teacher said this to you? 

A. Well, my father died when I was twelve. I must have been ten or eleven. 

 

Q. What did you wear to school? Did you have a uniform? 

A. We often laugh at what we had, <..pause..> my mother as I tell you, she could make things. We were 
supposed to wear a gymslip now I ask you. <..pause..> You'd make things down from other folk. Maybe 
my sister had a skirt and that. <..pause..> And for other friends if they couldn't afford, <..pause..> their 
mothers would bring something. No, she never charged for that because it saved you, <..pause..> but a 
thing I must impress on you, teachers would say "Bring a hank of wool". Now a hank of wool was a 
skein of wool, I don't know what you would call it and it would cost maybe sixpence. Now you came 
home and you said, "I've to take a hank of wool." "You're not getting it, can't afford it". You go to the 
school next day, "Where's your wool? “I haven't got it Miss." "Why have you not got it?" "I don't know." 
Now you would not, never, ever say, "My mother wouldn't give it because she couldn't afford it." And 
you weren't going to tell her that so you got the strap. You went home, "I got the strap today." "What did 
you get the strap for, what were you doing?" "I didn't have my hank of wool." "I'll give you a ball of wool." 
My mother was knitting you see and she would have a ball of wool, "And if that doesn't please her, send 
her to me!" (laughs) Well, every girl went through that, we all went, <..pause..> except the grocer's 
daughter, the Minister's, <..pause..> you know that group, they were all, <..pause..> But that's the thing I 
never forgot was the smug look on their faces. These things must have registered with me but this 
business of punish both ends. <..pause..> And you would never have let your mother down. 

 

Q. The teachers didn't allow for the fact that your parents couldn't afford it? 

A. No, this is what used to get me because my father's old aunty, she had a house big enough to take in, 
<..pause..> she had three school teachers and I remember my mother used to go up and help her 
sometimes. And I remember her telling my father, "I said to Miss Sneddon today, “Do you not realize 
that these bairns haven't got the money to buy wool."" “I never thought of that." Now you couldn't 
understand, <..pause..> I now, thinking back, why could they not understand that? A sixpence could have 
bought a quarter of tea and half a loaf. 

 

Q. So, how old were you when you left school? 
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A. Fourteen. 

 

Q. And would you have liked to have stayed longer? 

A. Not after that, <..pause..> and I couldn't stay longer because my father was dead, my mother was trying to 
keep the home together, there was no money so I just had to go out. All girls were, everybody, expected 
to go and get a job. If jobs were scarce you took anything. 

 

Q. While you were at school did you have a part-time job at all? 

A. Only running messages. 

 

Q. So what was your first full-time job? 

A. Full-time job? The first was in, <..pause..> eh, <..pause..> I went to a shop, my sister got me this, Retta my 
middle sister got me this job, and it was a wee tea shop and I thought, oh great, I'll be settled. No, not 
me, I was scrubbing the floor, scrubbing her house floor and this, that and the next thing and I was 
getting two and six a week, I remember that. And my mother saying, "She'll never get anywhere there." 
So I went into a factory with my cousin, you see everybody spoke for you, my cousin got me into the 
factory. That was where I told you they got one and thruppence for doing half a dozen pairs of 
stockings. 

 

Q. This was the Hosiery Factory? 

A. The Hosiery Factory. Now, they were all getting paid off then, I also, <..pause..> the vivid memories I 
have, one of them going down with some of the older women to see, they put a sheet up, they didn't tell 
them, they put a sheet up on the wall and if their names were on it, that was them paid off. And I can 
see the tragedy in some of their faces, because they weren't married and there was no, <..pause..> they 
were literally keeping the house and of course I came home gaily and said, "I've been paid off!" And my 
mother said, "Right, we'll go somewhere else." 

 

Q. So how long were you in the Hosiery Factory then? 

A. I was only about three or four months there. 

 

Q. Do you remember the pay? It was piece-work. 

A. One and thruppence I can remember I did for a dozen pairs of stockings, well you can imagine what 
that was because I was only just beginning and it was this wool, they split it, <..pause..> Oh, when I think, 
it was like a nightmare. Then I went to a Battery Factory, the man was running family-wise you see and 
as each member of his family got up to come in, he shoved you out kind of thing! 

 

Q. Battery Factory, what would you be doing there then? 

A. Now, we were filling, he, I think he was German, they filled up little cases with some black stuff, what it 
was I don't know. Then somebody else put a lining on it, then the job I was on was taking these things 
off, dipping them in wax and putting them on a tray. And I would wake up in the night, in nightmares of 
this falling into the boiling wax. So my mother said, "Oh, we're having none of this." So, another cousin 
spoke for me to get into a factory in Glasgow, where, I think I told you, I had seven and six a week and I 
paid about two and six or something for the fare. 

 

Q. That's right, what factory was it? 

A. That was in Glasgow. 

 

Q. Yes, what were they making there? 

A. Now, I was doing, <..pause..> what I was doing was looking after bobbins of yarn, and whirling you know 
and that yarn would go to the knitting machines. 

 

Q. What were factory hours in those days? What time did you start? 

A. Well, I would go up there about eight o'clock, started at eight and I came home about, I must have come 
home about seven. Mind you I was only fifteen. 
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Q. Did you get breaks and things for? <..pause..> 

A. I can remember getting half an hour for my meal and I think that was all we got. We didn't get morning 
breaks or afternoon breaks. And then, it was from then on I went into service which was more 
interesting than the rest of the things. 

 

Q. So how did you get your first job in Domestic Service? 

A. Well, I came home as I say, gaily, "Oh I was paid off from the Glasgow firm." Again they were all being 
paid, <..pause..> you see it was like this, a recession, yes it was a depression time. So I had only twenty-
nine stamps and if you had thirty you got relief, I don't know what you got but I certainly got nothing and 
I came home in the morning and I said "I'm one stamp short." "Right, just keep your coat on, we'll go up 
to Glasgow." And we went to this Registry Office that she had heard about. And that's when I went as a 
wee tweeny, single-maid and I thought, when I was only a, oh, I was only a fortnight there because I 
was a week without a day off and the next week I went to my Aunt's in Glasgow and she had been a 
housekeeper in estates and she had been listening to my tale about what I was doing and, <..pause..> 
"Oh," she says, "this'll no do." So she sends my cousin home with me, back to the job and Tommy had 
come back saying that they wouldn't let him in the door, plus she's only sleeping in the kitchen and 
she's one cheeky so-and-so and I don't think it's fair. Now, what did I have? Eighteen pounds a year. 

 

Q. How would they pay that if it was eighteen pounds a year? They paid you monthly? 

A. Well, you divide that with a month, how much was that? Thirty shillings, monthly you were paid. So, and 
you had to provide your uniform and fortunately my mother was good at sewing so it didn't cost her so 
much. Well, from then, I had to pay two and six for that job but as I was only there a fortnight my Aunt 
says, "You're not paying a ha'penny!" Then comes the Minister you see, who was thought, who was, 
<..pause..> I don't know what Ministers are like now but this one paid attention to his flock. So his 
daughter said to my mother, "You'll take her to a decent Registry Office." which, <..pause..> a Miss Glass, 
she was like something out of Victorian times, black, all black and a black band. What did I do? 
<..pause..> Oh, I had never been, <..pause..> Well, she would get me a between-maid and that's when I 
went to Lady Cargill's in Kelvinside. And that was where, the head housemaid there realized, <..pause..> 
well she thought there was more to me than what I was doing. She says, "You'll wait here six months 
and I'll go write to my friends." We were all great letter writers to keep in touch in service. Well, she got 
in touch with a friend of hers and she needed a fourth housemaid and that was me started on the ladder 
up. And that house was down in Helensburgh and that was a house where we had prayers. Oh, 
incidentally, I got twenty eight pounds a month there, a year. And we had prayers at nine o'clock in the 
morning, you were up at six in the morning and I would be fifteen. <..pause..> Yes, that was it and you 
had to, six in the morning, you rushed through all your work, half-past eight you rushed to your room, 
you changed yourself into a clean white apron, a clean white cap and your sleeves down, stood in the 
line with the servants. Now the housekeeper went in first, the cook, ladies-maid and then the underlings, 
'til it came to me! You know the scullery maid was after me, I wasn't quite as low as she was. (laughing) 
Then came the hall-boy, the second-footman, the first-footman, the chauffeur and the butler. The 
second-chauffeur I should say, there wasn't the first-chauffeur, he didn't come in. 

 

Q. So there was quite a big staff then? 

A. Oh, there was a big staff there. 

 

Q. What was a typical day then? What would be your day as a housemaid there? 

A. Well, you did the public rooms first and you wouldn't be seen, I often wondered if the fairies did it, you 
were never allowed to be seen. That's why my friend and I laughed at ‘Upstairs Downstairs’ to see Rose 
coming down and meeting them with a bundle of laundry! Ohhh, that would never have happened. Eh, 
<..pause..> well after you were finished with that you had your breakfast and then you were ready to go 
upstairs, they were all down and the bedrooms were done. Now, whatever your job was, head-
housemaid and the second-housemaid made the beds. The third-housemaid did what we termed the 
‘slops’. Now the slops consisted of, when they were called in the morning by a ladies-maid or the head-
housemaid, they took in a can of hot water and that was put in the basin. Now they'd wash themselves 
in the bathroom maybe next door, and the potty, although the bathroom was next door, that was all 
done. Then the third-housemaid did the fireplace, she did the slops, the fourth-housemaid did the 
fireplaces. Now you would maybe have had, <..pause..> you may have had, you had a long piece of 
hackaback which was laid on the carpet and all your fire things, for cleaning the fireplace. The lady 
might have, or the gentleman might have came into the room, that was all swiftly gathered up and out. 
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Q. You disappeared? 

A. You disappeared. So then these were done, then came the ritual of doing the room, the rooms. The 
head-housemaid would do the dusting, the second-housemaid would maybe do the cleaning. In those 
days there were no Hoovers. And coming to me, no the third housemaid would do the bathrooms and 
then me, I would be doing the floors and the passages, which were huge landings. And that was, you 
worked until lunch time, then you went up and you, you had two hours off after lunch, which you either 
changed, <..pause..> very often we went to bed for a rest or if you could nip out for five or ten minutes. 
But at four o'clock the fourth-housemaid came down to do the servant's hall tea, she laid the tea. The 
hall-boy did the, remember I mentioned the pug's parlour, the steward's room, he did that tea. Now, the 
hall-boy was training to be a footman, have you got that? Now you then, the staff came down for their 
tea, but the tea was laid, you then went to the kitchen which, you knocked quietly at the door, the 
kitchen-maid would open the door, the cook would maybe be there. Now if the cook wasn't there you 
had high jinks, you laughed and talked and got the things all ready. You then took the cake and scones 
and bread and butter, and things were all laid out ready for you to lift. But you were never allowed to 
make the tea. The kitchen-maid or the scullery-maid made the tea and you then collected at the open 
door. 

 

Q. It was all very well defined? 

A. Oh, nobody entered into each other's apartment. No, this amuses me with some people, they think 
you're just one thing, you're just anything, you're not! You would never overstep the, <..pause..> into the 
kitchen, the kitchen people would never overstep into the house. The pantry people who were the butler 
and the footman, they would never come into your department. 

 

Q. Did you get on well with the other people? 

A. Yes, the young staff you did. We were all, <..pause..> och we fell out and fell in again, somebody pinched 
somebody's boyfriend, or something like that but we never had, <..pause..> but this was; I must tell you 
this funny story because to me, it remains in my memory. The chauffeur, second-chauffeur always had 
his meals in our place. Well he was sometimes late. If there was a family staying and the nannies were 
out and had to bring the children back, he would be late coming back for tea. And of course you 
suffered, fourth-housemaid, you had to go down, knock quietly at the door and say, "Can I have more 
tea, Robert's just come.” <..pause..> And a voice would say, "Who's that?!" The cook, I had come to her 
premises, well you were always getting rows for this and it wasn't your fault, it wasn't the kitchen-maid's 
fault. So I'm shouting at the chauffeur about this, "I'm not doing this again, you'll go yourself and face 
her." And I turned to walk out and the hall door, servant's hall door, opened, and he was throwing a 
scone at me and I ducked and the butler got it full here. Now, he was a tall, very stately, <..pause..> oh 
you held him in great; <..pause..> See Hudson whom they could all speak to in the kitchen, oh no, no. I 
never came across a butler yet that you could be on friendly terms with. You were kept there. Well, he 
looked, "I'll see Webb about you." this was the chauffeur, "You, to the housekeeper’s room." So up I 
goes with him, he goes in, shuts the door, now, I felt like a criminal. "Out!” I was sent in and she said, 
"Winter tells me you've been misbehaving in the servants’ hall" and I thought ‘Misbehaving’? Now I was 
sixteen, misbehaving didn't mean anything to me, you know by misbehaving as, <..pause..> Anyhow I 
said, "Well it was, you see Bryce was late and it meant that I had to go,” <..pause..> "It doesn't matter, you 
will remember we are training you to be young ladies!" "Young ladies" I thought and I'm working hard for 
it. But I never ever forgot that. “Now, another little thing I will tell you. Whilst we are training you to be 
young ladies, you will see and hear but you do not talk." That never, <..pause..> that's why I cannot 
understand how stories come out of the Palace because that was drilled into us. You see and you hear 
but you don't talk. Anyhow, when I got back the head-housemaid said, "Where have you been?" And I 
told, "Oh, I'll get it tomorrow." and she did. But the rest of the staff were in fits. (laughs) "Oh I wish we'd 
seen it!" I wasn't in a fit, neither was Bryce, he got blazes. 

 

Q. Did you get a day off? 

A. One day a week starting. Now, you got a half-day a week starting at three o'clock and you had to be in 
at nine or ten. Once a month you got a full day off and if you were away far from home, on your day off 
you didn't leave the premises. 

 

Q. So you didn't get home to see your mum? 

A. Only once a month I got home, or I met her in Glasgow, I was usually quite near that I could go into 
Glasgow. Well, very often most of my jobs, some of the jobs, no. But can I say this, you wanted stories 
of Stirling, there wasn't a decent job that I was ever in, in Stirlingshire, never. I was in one in Stirling, I 
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can't give you the name unfortunately, but they gifted a bed to, <..pause..> you see it on the main, 
<..pause..> you know as you go up the big main stair, main stair to the Stirling Royal, there's a big plaque 
up with various beds donated by certain families. They donated a bed. I was going up with a friend and I 
said to her, "See that name up there?" She says, "Yes, see they've donated a bed." "Well," I says, 
"Well, I paid for it." One prune, three eggs amongst six of us. 

 

Q. When was this? How old were you when you came here? 

A. Oh now, how many jobs had I? You see when I had that job in Stirling, in Helensburgh, I left there to go 
to another friend's who wanted a third-housemaid and it was up in Perth, near Gleneagles. And then I 
left there and I went to ******, the worst job I was ever in, oh that was a corker! They were; nobody 
stayed there. 

 

Q. What pay or conditions? 

A. The conditions and the payment, and that was the job, <..pause..> this I must point out to you, you very 
often went to your job if you had had training behind you, experience behind you, you went to the job 
and somebody said to you, they would ask your age, "Twenty". The footman there said to me, "How old 
are you Maisie?" I said, "Do you mean my right age?" "Yes." I said, "I'm eighteen working as twenty." 
He was twenty-two working as twenty-six. 

 

Q. Was it quite common not to give your right age? 

A. Oh, to get your pay up! You had the experience but because you weren't old, you didn't know it. Uh-
huh, you hadn't the gumption to take it all in by the way. <..pause..> Well, that job I went as second-
housemaid, I wasn't recommended, I had gone to a Registry Office, I went as second-housemaid, the 
head-housemaid said , "You'll only be here a week, I'm leaving." No, "You'll not be here long, I'm 
leaving at the end of the week." Now, the next head-housemaid, she said, "How long have you been 
here?" I said, " A week." "Well, I'll not be here long." I thought to myself, "I'll be here less." Well they 
were going out the window! The food was so bad, now, it wasn't altogether their fault, there was a cook 
that was helping herself. Now how they discovered, well I wouldn't say, <..pause..> you guessed these 
things. But this footman, he was a clever, clever bloke that fellow, he said to me, well he said to us all, 
"What do you think of that meat?" I said, "It's smelling." "It certainly is! Right who's going up with it?" 
Well, to begin with there was no head servants. There was a stewards’ room, you see, and I was 
second-housemaid and I came next to, <..pause..> I was acting head and there was a laundry-maid there, 
head-laundry said, she was there, and him. So we took this roast up, it was mutton I remember and he 
got the gentleman, and he said to, brought him to the morning-room and he said, “What did he think of 
that?” "Oh," he says, "it's smelling a bit." "Well," he said, "that's our meal for tonight." "Oh I'll see" so he 
went, <..pause..> he says, "Go and tell,” <..pause..> I'm not saying names, "go and tell,“ <..pause..> so she 
arrived and she said, "Oh, we'll get the cook up." So we were sent out, the cook went in. So then we 
were brought in and she was, the lady of the house was saying, "Well, she says it's passable." "Oh," he 
says, "and why does the room need ventilation?" You see, he didn't let, <..pause..> he was a clever fellow 
and the gentleman smiled and said, "I'll leave it with you." "Oh," he said, "that's not answering the 
question." He says, "What are we going to feed on?" So, we were sent out and she came out with us, 
the cook, and she told him, "I'll get you yet!" He says, "For goodness sake," and this was a phrase I 
never forgot, "for goodness sake get downstairs, you're as coarse as the heather where you come from 
but not so ornamental." Well, the next day a parcel was leaving from her and the first-footman 
inadvertently let it fall in the sink and it got wet and the paper fell off and in it was food. 

 

Q. Really. So she'd been taking it? 

A. Mm hmm. 

 

Q. So, how long did you stay there? 

A. I was only, <..pause..> the next week I was out the window and the footman said, I said to him, "I've 
packed my trunk, will you get it posted, will you get it sent to me?" "Certainly." So I was coming down 
the main avenue, they'd gone away and the spring cleaning had to be done and this head-housemaid 
said to me, "We'll need to start in the library." And I said "Well, the men'll have to come in to do the 
books at the top, and the lights, having past experience of it." "Oh," she says, "no, we'll do it." I said, "No 
I'm not doing it, och," I says, "I'm fed up with this job anyhow." And I went out, upstairs, packed my bag, 
my, <..pause..> my trunk and took my case with me and James said, "I'll send it on to you." Left him 
money, come down the avenue to be met by the daughter. Now she played in the Scottish National 
Orchestra and she said to me, "Are you going on holiday?" I said, "No, I'm leaving." "Oh, was it too 
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much for you?" "I'm afraid so." Well, you know she took me to the Registry Office in Glasgow, so that's 
when I started going temporary. And I had a few jobs that way. 

 

Q. So, how did that work, you were just filling in when? <..pause..> 

A. You were filling in if a, <..pause..> eh, somebody, you unfortunately had to pay more for a, <..pause..> 
temporary was quite a business. You went in, I had some good jobs temporary, the Registry Office, 
Miss Glass was her name and I had to go back to her, you see after being, <..pause..> "We haven't seen 
you for a long time." "No, anyhow," I said, "I thought I'd go temporary." "Oh, well we desperately need 
someone for Bargenny Castle." So, that was away down in Girvan, because they'd just come up from 
London and they needed an extra because there was a big wedding coming off and do you know who 
one of the train bearers was? Angus Ogilvie. He was only a wee laddie of four or five, I think he had a 
lisp, I always remember that. And the two nannies, didn't get Nanny, they were called by their first 
name, Lizzie and Martha, and this is when I came up against what I told you about, Tom Johnston in his 
"Great and Noble Families". They had druggards [druggets?] on the nursery floor. <..pause..> Oh aye, I 
was a bit of everything there, she asked me, would I do anything and I said, yes, except the kitchen. Oh 
I was literally terrified of kitchens. I'd never seen an easy going cook yet. So, I did a bit of everything, 
the house, the table and the nursery. Anyhow, this is what I was going to tell you, how they looked after 
you. I had to, they had druggards on the floor, on the nursery floor so that the children could play and it 
was cleared up every, <..pause..> there was no carpet, they didn't get any, eh, <..pause..> germs. And of 
course you had to iron it, to flatten it and of course the flat iron fell on my toe and I went completely nuts 
with the pain evidently but I was in bed for four days. The word was sent, every morning word came 
down from the housekeeper to see if I was alright and her ladyship wanted to know if there was 
anything I needed. They paid for the doctor, and they paid for, <..pause..> oh, everything was done for my 
ease and comfort. You see, that's when you come across some who are quite, <..pause..> the real 
McCoy, you're not just an animal or nothing at all. Anyhow, from there I really gained a lot of experience 
because the butler, and there were two footmen and they needed help because it was a large house 
party. And he said to me, "Any experience?" "Yes," I always said "Yes" . And I said to the second-
footman, "Will you guide me? I've been but not to this.” <..pause..> "Oh, you're alright, I'll see you alright," 
and the first-footman said, "Don't you worry about it, just you watch us." And it was terrific, I thoroughly 
enjoyed that and he was a gem of a, <..pause..> the only, the nicest butler I'd come across. He really was 
a kind person because when I hurt my toe and he said, "How are you, child?" "Oh, fine." "Have you any 
brothers and sisters?" "No." my mother was a widow. Well, unknown to me a parcel was sent to my 
mother with fruit and flowers through the head-gardener, the housekeeper and him. You see, these 
things you can say, well these nice things happened. They wouldn't have happened if I'd still been in a 
factory. And, as I say I saw all those beautiful things. 

 

Q. Were you always in work when you were temporary? Were there always jobs to go to? 

A. Yes, well when I left, they were only there for two months, for the shooting and this wedding and I left 
there and I went back and she said there was another job, would I go there too. That was a good job, 
the most beautiful small country house I've ever, ever been in. It was small but oh it was a beautiful 
house! ‘Garden’. Oh, it was a lovely house, that. It was beautifully furnished, I don't know who's in that 
house now, ‘Garden’. But eh, <..pause..> she was a Colville, you know, the steel people. And I was there 
for, I went there as sewing-maid, knowing nothing much about sewing but I knew that sewing-maids had 
to maid the lady and help in the house, you were a sort of everything. So, there wasn't much sewing 
done. I did maid her and the head-housemaid, she was old and she wasn't fit to do most of those things 
and there was a second-housemaid and she hadn't the experience. She had as much experience as I 
had! (laughs) But, you got a better pay but you'd to pay, <..pause..> I cannae remember how much we 
paid, but you'd to pay for each job. So, where was the next one I went to? Oh, that Stirling one, ohhh! 
That was a dreadful job and the cook there says to me, "Are you temporary here?" I said, "Yes." "So am 
I," she said, "are you paying for this job?" I says, "Well, I'm wondering about that." "Well, you and I'll go 
together." She was a huge woman, so she went in and Miss Glass sort of, (laughs) <..pause..> sunk in, 
we didn't pay for that job. 

 

Q. How do you mean you didn't pay? 

A. Because we didn't pay our full time and it was a bad job. So, she took it off her books. The cook hung 
over, she said, Mrs. Bremner was her name, "You'll take that job off your books because I wouldn't let 
anybody else go to it." 

 

Q. Did you pay the Registry? 
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A. You had to pay your fee for each job you got from them and I can't remember what I paid. But I certainly 
paid for Bargenny and I paid for Garden but I didn't pay for that one. Now, where was the next one I 
went to? (laughs) If I could remember. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Were you enjoying yourself in domestic service at this time? 

A. Yes, I was because I was enjoying seeing things that I wouldn't see outside. Certainly it was a confined 
life, it was a very sheltered life let me tell you because I told you about when I went into munitions, how I 
nearly went crackers. 

 

Q. This was during The Second World War? 

A. During The Second, uh-huh. Well, I came home and my mother creating said I would need to get a job 
near home. And fortunately, I always had relatives, a cousin came and said, "Maisie, my mother tells 
me you're out of a job, I wonder if you would come up to where I am, four of the staff's been paid off." I 
said, "What was wrong with the job?" "Oh," she says, "they were drinking." "Ohhh, I don't understand 
this." however. My mother's standing, you see in these days you did what your mother told you, she's 
standing over me saying, "You'll go up to that house." So I did, and I realized there was nobody above 
me. I could do what I liked, I liked the job, I liked the lady, and I liked him, both of them, <..pause..> the 
couple, very much. And we had a wee between-maid, between the nursery and the house and I was 
doing housemaid, table-maid and my cousin was the cook. And there was a woman came in, two 
women came in to do the rough work, but they certainly had been drinking, oh it was a shame. First 
dinner, <..pause..> I think it was three days there, they were having a dinner party and he said to me, "Do 
you know anything about wine?" I said, "Well, I've” <..pause..> I had picked up, watching, I looked, I never 
missed a chance in these things such as putting in, decanting wine. I paid attention to everything that 
was going. I maybe worked longer hours but I was learning on the way. Anyhow, he said, "That's the 
keys of the cellar." and I went down and thought, "Oh, I'm not touching this." So I went up to him and I 
says, "I'm afraid I'm not paying any attention to what's, <..pause..> I'm not going to bring out wine from 
that place down there," I says, "quite a number of the bottles have been opened, plus, there's a lot of 
spaces where there should be stuff, so you will have to come down." Oh, it was a shame. See, that's 
how people can be done with other folk doing the, <..pause..> as Nan, my cousin said, they were never 
sober. I don't understand how they put up with it, they were months there and yet they put up with it. 
Anyhow, I was there for about two and a half years and it was when I was there that I discovered that 
his sister was the Duchess of Richmond and then his, <..pause..> they made arrangements for me to go. I 
must give you this funny story. My mother, “No! There's one away in America, you are not going to 
London." So I said to the lady, Mrs. Hudson, "She says no, my mother says no, she put her foot down." 
“Do you think it would be any good if the Bishop and I went down?" That was Her Grace's brother had 
come up and he was the Bishop of ******, so he would go down with Mrs. Hudson to see my mother. 
Well, we lived 'down' that place and I thought, oh, that big car going down there. They'd never seen a 
big car like that and they'd never seen a man in gaiters. "God knows what will happen!" Anyhow, the 
chauffeur said to me, "Pancake, no trouble." There was a big woman came out her door and she says, 
'Don't you worry, there'll not be a kid touch that car." He says, "Not a child come near it." However, I 
went down there. 

 

Q. They must have persuaded your mum then? 

A. Oh yes, and he had said to her, "You know we'll see that she doesn't get into trouble." And she had said 
to him, "She's never got into trouble before and I think she's quite capable of looking after herself yet." 
Anyhow, I went down there, now this is the difference, I didn't ask for a salary, I just went. I couldn't 
believe it when Her Grace's secretary interviewed me the next day and said to me that my salary would 
be six pound ten shillings a month. I had never, <..pause..> I had risen to my highest here at four pound, 
with a fight, and all uniform bought. 

 

Q. What was your job there? 

A. Oh, travelling housemaid in London. Now, I travelled between with, <..pause..> to Goodwood when there 
was house-parties and I travelled with them to Cornwall because they had what they termed a country 
cottage, it wasn't a cottage, but they took a staff and it was a lovely, lovely place. And they also had, he 
had Works during the war, just before the war he started an airscrew factory and they bought a small 
house. A small house which wasn't a small house but it was very nice and you got closer to them. But 
my thing that happened in London, it was the first Scots girl they had had. Now, I was trained up here. 
Now they were hard on you, it was a hard life but you got a good training. Nothing was missed. Anyhow, 
I came downstairs, dressed to have my meal and the cook said, "You will have your meal in the 
kitchen." I thought, "I've never had my meal in the kitchen and I'm not starting it." So I said, "Well, I'm 
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sorry but I've never had my meal in the kitchen." Mind you I was sitting, my legs were shaking but I 
thought, "Supposing I've to leave this job tonight.” <..pause..> Mind you I hadn't had my interview to know 
that I was getting accepted. (laughs) But she said, "Oh well, we never have the housemaid in, it's only 
head servants." And I said, "What am I?" "Oh well, you see you might say things that's talked over." I 
said, “You have obviously never been trained in Scotland, you hear, you see but you don't talk. So, I'm 
sorry, I am not going into the kitchen." So, by this time the rest of the staff had arrived, being, not the 
rest of the staff but, the butler, the ladies’ maid, the valet and the head chauffeur and the housekeeper, 
this is the one; cook / housekeeper. So she says, "Well," - she rang the bell for the kitchen-maid to bring 
the cutlery and I sat down, she was not pleased. But I could see a kind of flicker of a smile going across 
the butler's face, <..pause..> Anyhow, when the meal was being served, a thing that went round, usually if 
all the staff were there; head servants having lunch, they always had their evening meal in the pug's 
parlour but in lunch time they had it, <..pause..> Now, the ritual was, the cook served the soup, the butler 
carved the food and the vegetables were passed to the head-housemaid. And what did he do? He 
carved the meat and he said, "Maisie, you will serve the vegetables." Maisie was shaking but I thought, 
"I will not be outdone by this." So anyhow, I had to go to, <..pause..> I had served in the dining room at 
night with him you see, so I went into the pantry, what we termed the pantry and he closed the door and 
he says, " A drink for you." and he gave me a drink and I was shaking, I says, "I'm shaking." He says, "I 
will stand up for you, now. If you had sat under that you would have had to fight your own battle. From 
now on, if anything you can't cope with, come to me." He says, "I had to fight the same as you. Because 
that woman was never trained in a big staff, she doesn't know her place." So, hmmm - the ladies’ maid, 
I went upstairs, the next morning, she always helped me to make the beds and if the dressing room had 
been used, she helped me with that. Anyhow, she said to me, "Maisie, if you need any help.,” <..pause..> 
"0h," I said, "are you going to be like Mr. White?" She said, "Yes, I had to fight my way to let them 
understand that I was the ladies’ maid - let her understand." Now, for a long while that woman had it in 
for me, ohhh, she had it in for me! But I carried on quietly and said to myself, "Now, you were trained 
and you're not going to sit under this." Well, Nanny was a Scot and Nanny says to me, "I have heard 
through the grapevine what happened, Maisie, if ever you're in trouble you come to me." So that was 
another one. I loved that job because I went down to Goodwood when they went most of the time. I 
mean some of the time, they would say, maybe the secretary would say, "Do you want to go to 
Goodwood?" "Well, there's an awful lot needs doing." You see, you couldn't get at the house properly 
because the London houses were tall and straight and ohhh, my gosh it was a kind of, <..pause..> They 
were around so you couldn't turn out, what we termed turn out a room when they were there. So when I 
was, I knew that that had to be done and I would say, <..pause..> So it was then the cook would come into 
her own and she would try and, <..pause..> but I never let her talk me down. I said to her once, "You 
know, you must realize I had a hard time training in Scotland and I'm not going to let anyone talk me 
down." We got quite pally in the end, but no way was I, <..pause..> Well, my first time going to Goodwood, 
the housemaids there, there were six of them, and they were all Scots, oh, one English, <..pause..> she 
came from Yorkshire, <..pause..> is it Yorkshire you? <..pause..> Yes, Margaret came from Yorkshire. But 
they met me, they had their own sitting room, each department had their own sitting room. Anyhow, the 
head-housemaid said to me, "I believe you had quite a business when you arrived." I said, "I was an 
arrogant little,” <..pause..> "No," she said, "we were glad when it came,” <..pause..> I said, "How did you 
know?" Mr. Tillbury, the head-chauffeur 'phoned his wife that night and told her, "Boy, there's one come 
down from Scotland.” <..pause..> (laughs) So, that was it. 

 

Q. So, all this time were you sending money home to your mum? 

A. Yes. Well, I mean we all complained but we all said, well, <..pause..> Now, for instance when I left that, 
ran out of that job, I would have had no home because we didn't get ‘Unemployment’. We got nothing, 
so that my mother had to keep the home going and she was alone. But when I got the six pound ten 
shillings, I wrote to my mother and said I had a big increase and could I keep the increase, not telling 
her what the increase was, and she wrote back and said she would be very pleased and to have 
something behind me. Which, I kind of lost the head and bought some expensive things. 

 

Q. What, clothes? 

A. Mmhm. Well, we didn't get tips, that's why we got extra on our salary. Only at the race week, the 
fortnight race week did we get tips. There was always a little form on the dressing tables, saying that 
staff do not require gratuities because we got that extra money, and we got beer money too! I can 
remember that. What was it? I can't remember what the beer money was! (laughs) How much it, 
<..pause..> I never drank beer! But, no there was an awful difference and the rooms were so much, oh I 
had a beautiful room at Goodwood, I never forgot it. 

 

Q. What about time off and things, what sort of things did you do in your time off down in London? 
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A. Down in London, ohhh, well I had relatives outside London and there was always someone off with you. 
Oh but when I went to London, the first thing my sister did from America was write to me to tell me, 
<..pause..> I had a letter waiting on me in London, with the price of my fare home in case I didn't like it 
and money to join the Y.W. So, my first day out I went to the Y.W. and joined as a member and there 
again they looked after you because I sort of zoomed my way to the library and I sat there and the 
librarian carne over and said, "Are you new here?" And I said, "Yes." "Oh, come and meet some of the 
girls,” <..pause..> she asked me what I did, "come and meet some of the girls," so she took me along to a 
communal sitting room and I met, <..pause..> I often wish, silly of me, I dropped them. I met a lot of 
foreign girls. Eh, <..pause..> Swiss and there was a Norwegian girl, a friend. There were five or six of us 
and we all went to different things and they were all in the same, <..pause..> except one, she was in digs, 
she was actually staying in the Y.W. then, but we were all in the same kind of jobs. These girls were all 
ladies’ maids that I got to know. The French and Swedish ladies’ maids were greatly in demand 
because they were good sewers but they would get like for instance, The League of Health and Beauty 
thing, I joined it. And then of course Her Grace got passes for, <..pause..> tickets, well, she would buy it 
for charity. Well, they were handed, always given to me and I would go to them and say, "Are you going 
to this?" And they got the same. And I, they joined, and they took me to their Norwegian club and a 
Swiss club. A great welcome and I full of the joys, took them to the Scottish club. I might as well have 
taken them to a German club. Do you know? Oh I've never forgotten this and many, many a time I have 
met people who have been members of that club. 

 

Q. Why? What,? <..pause..> 

A. They paid no attention, clannish, stuck to themselves. They never, didn't even come forward and say, 
"You're new, can we?” <..pause..> 

 

Q. So these clubs that you went to, the different nationality clubs, what were they for? 

A. Y.W., Y.W.C.A., Young Women's Christian Association and you went there and you met people and you 
would go to see things. There were none of us had a great deal of money, for instance somebody said 
to me, "You'd be at the tower of London?" "Me?! I never had any money to go there." But I came back 
from, <..pause..> the war, Goodwood was taken over as you read in that thing. Goodwood was taken over 
as a hospital and I was there as head-housemaid. And my mother, again, oh there was a bomb there 
for Maisie, she'd to come home. So I went home, tried one job, and I thought, oh no, <..pause..> I can't, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Domestic Service? 

A. Aye, and I had only three pound fifty. And how I got that job, my cousin's brother-in-law was work 
chauffeur and this Sir Andrew whatever his name was, I can't give you his second name, was looking 
for, <..pause..> his valet was called up and he was looking for somebody who could look after his things 
and him, <..pause..> so, and a housemaid, which I, <..pause..> and I went for the interview and these two 
old maiden ladies and his sisters said I could only have, I couldn't have any more than three pound ten 
a month. I thought, "Oh no." Mind you they paid my fare down to Cove, and my mother's too and I 
thought, "If I go down and say and I'm not taking this job, she'll go off the deep end." So, I said well I 
would think about it. "You never did that before," but I was going to think about it. And I said, "Mother I'm 
not going to come down three pounds for them and she said, "Oh, but you might not get a job and see 
how kind they've been to us." Anyhow, my cousin came down next day and said that Willie had been, 
and would I go up and see him in his office. Which I did. Now, he gave me thirty shillings more than 
what I was to get but do you know how I got it? I got one day a month off to meet them in Glasgow. 
Well, I got a day off once a month coming up in the boat from Cove to Glasgow and he gave me the 
thirty shillings but I wasn't to tell the rest of the staff. Now, those women had been with him for years 
and they had, <..pause..> I said to a woman, "How much do you get in a month here?" "Four pound ten," 
she says, "that's good." No, four pound. I thought, "Here am I, four pound ten and I've just started." 
Now, the housemaid had only three pound ten. I never discovered what the cook had. But it let you see 
how they could pin them down. Anyhow, calling up came you see, I thought, "This is me getting out of 
this business because I'm back up in Scotland to the same carryon." So, I went to Helensburgh, called 
up to the Labour Exchange and it was a man who interviewed me. Now when I was going to the place, 
that morning he called me into his study and he said to me, "Now, Maisie, just say yes you'll go but we'll 
be writing from the office because we really need you here." Anyhow, that was that. So I said to the 
man, "I want out of Domestic Service." "Right, here's your chance." "Yes, but,” <..pause..> So I proceeded 
to tell him what he had said. "Don't worry about that, we'll fix it." In the meantime I had got one room 
with another friend who was still in Domestic Service and she was going to go into the WAAF. And I 
thought I would like the WRENS and we were doing the rounds and each time you said what you were, 
"Oh, we just need a,” <..pause..> So, this day in the WRENS this girl said, "We really need people like you 



 1167

who've got experience of Domestic Service". I said, "Look, I'm not winning any war brushing 
somebody's shoes, that's me finished." So I said to Peggy, "I'm not,” <..pause..> but she was wise, she 
took driving lessons. Do you know how much the lessons were then? Two and six. I should have gone 
in. Anyhow, she went into the WAAF and I said to this man, but four weeks after that my calling up 
papers came. He was away, fortunately, the boss and I got home on the rounds to, <..pause..> I was 
called up to, oh a factory, a filling station, down in Stoke and on the way down I discovered, I was 
travelling down with girls from Buckie and they were going to shell making, Radway Green and of 
course I was getting hair-raising stories about filling stations, about T.N.T. making you turn yellow. So, I 
went to the Labour Exchange in Stoke, but I had to leave them at Crewe because buses came to take 
them to Radway Green hostel. I went to Stoke and I said to the manageress, "I'm not joining that lot." 
Oh, they were tough, ohhh and me from Domestic, <..pause..> being the very quiet, I wasn't prim but I 
certainly couldn't have faced this. So, she said, "Oh, I understand." I thought, "I don't believe this." She 
said, "I'll tell you what, I'll ring Radway Green," which she did, "but in the meantime you will go round in 
the bus with them to see if you can get digs. Come back here and we'll find out what's happened." 
When I came back, I had got digs and the old lady says to me, "Do you smoke?" "No." "Right, you can 
come in." I thought, "Oh, here we go." Anyhow, when I got back she said, "I've been to Radway Green, 
yes they can take you, yes they can take you in the hostel. So you'll go back and get your case.” She 
sent a girl back with me and Radway Green sent a car for me. So that was me into, <..pause..> and that, 
thank goodness I got out of it. 

 

Q. So what were you actually doing? 

A. I was putting shells down a chute and it was to pare off the nose of the shell you see and if it went in the 
wrong way the piston, <..pause..> pfft! go up in smoke. You see if you put it in where the piston couldn't 
get through the hole, the thing hit the nose and it went up in smoke. My machine was always going up 
in smoke. And the fitter says to me one day, "Listen you, what do you do at that machine?" I says, "I 
recite poetry, I'm bored stiff!" Well, I joined a verse speaking class and the teacher there said to me 
what did I do and I told her and I said, "But I'm really, literally terrified of those machines." So, <..pause..> 
oh I really was. They were huge enormous things and the noise and this going up in smoke, ohhh! 
Anyhow, I kept saying to myself, "Somebody's got to do it." So she spoke to the welfare officer and she 
got me into an office and I said to Miss Watson who was the welfare officer, "I've never been in an office 
in my life." She says, "You've got ten fingers, you can count." (laughs) So, I got on very well and I got on 
extremely, there was a girl in the rate-fixes office, Thora and I, we got on extremely well and she helped 
me tremendously. Oh she was a great help to me. 

 

Q. So what were you doing in the office? 

A. I was, I wasn't in big offices where the big works were, this was pattern making and they had come up 
from Woolwich and all the men were trained to make, oh, pieces of machinery to fit the big machines 
you see. And they would maybe get, <..pause..> the job would be three thousand and you would subtract 
a hundred or something, this kind of thing. Also I had to go out and collect the waiting time cards and so 
this should let you see the difference. I wasn't frightened but I was nervous of going round with their 
cards on pay-day. The swearing was, <..pause..> so this day I said to this man, “Look I am not coming up 
here again if you swear like that. I'm not having it. I've never been used to that and I'm not going to have 
it." So I went back and I said to the rates, <..pause..> I told him what, <..pause..> "Oh," he says, "there'll be 
some fun and games next week." Well, there was. When I went up the next week, going round all the 
different machines, do you know, they had tambourines and they were singing, (laughs) "Come, come 
to Jesus! Come, come to Jesus!" (laughs) I got respected! But it lets you see how, <..pause..> oh yes 
when they were, <..pause..> some of the girls who were working on those machines, they'd maybe be off 
for a week or two, some of them were having a baby and they would have a whip round for money for 
them. And they would bring in a letter of thank you. And I said to the rate fixer, "I can't hang that letter, 
look at the writing and look at the spelling." "Well," he says, "if you like to make out a letter and take it 
out and say would you mind," he says, "but you'll get landed with it every time." "Oh," I says, "I could 
change it around." And do you know when I left, I took a bad breakdown there and had to leave, I was in 
the sick bay, I got a lovely bunch of flowers sent to me plus a present from the men in the thing. So it 
lets you see that I wasn't; I thought it was very kind of them. That's the bottom of it, it was a glass dish. 
But that said a lot for them. Well, anyhow, what happened to me. I came home from there to go to the 
Labour Exchange to look for a job and the, in Kilsyth it was, the man at the, Unemployment manager, 
Mr. Provan says to me, "What would you like to do ?" I thought I would like to work with children. He 
said, "Would you?" I said "Well,” <..pause..> he says, <..pause..> “You'd need to go up to Glasgow for that." 
But he said, "I'll tell you what, there's a job going in the library, would you like to apply for that?" "Oh," I 
says, "I'd never get that." "Try it." So I duly went up in this best suit that I got such a row for buying! 
(laughs) And, eh, <..pause..> it was a man, the county librarian, daren't, <..pause..> watch what I say. It was 
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my first contact with snobbery and I said what I had been before and I had been in the office and the 
factory. "Oh, we would need references." I said, eh. <..pause..> Actually, he said, "We want someone with 
Highers." “Oh, well," I says, "I'll be wasting your time now." "Well," he says, "another thing, we would 
need references." "Well," he says, <..pause..> You see we didn't get written references it was always word 
of mouth. You handed over the name. I says, "I can,” <..pause..> knowing, feeling this snobbishness 
come through. Right Maisie, I said, "I worked with Lady Marjory Dalrymple Hamilton, Lady Cargill, the 
Duchess of Richmond, Gordon, to name but a few." And he looked at me, he said, "Oh, oh, I see. Ah 
well, we'll think about it." So, I came out, came back to Kilsyth and I said to the man, I said, "I've wasted 
your time, wasted my time and his time because he's looking for someone with Highers." There was a 
row of lassies sitting behind me. He says, "Can you see Highers amongst that lot?!" (laughs) Anyhow, 
the 'phone went and the girl came through and she said, "Mr. Provan, that's for you." So, when she went 
through, he went through, came back, he said, “You've got the job." I says, "I haven't.” He says "What 
did you do?" Well, I told him my experience, the experience I had. I says, "I didn't like it." "No, I didn't 
think you would." He says "Are you Archie ******'s daughter?" I said, "Yes." "Oh," he says, "I remember 
your father, he was a great reader, you've got the best job.” <..pause..> Well, that's how I got into the 
library. Well, I worked in Kilsyth and then I worked in Lennoxtown and my mother died, <..pause..> and 
the man who I told you about, he said, "Would you like to come up to Stirling to work? It would save you 
all this grief." I said, "Yes, it would." So, I went up and I was a few months in Stirling and we were doing 
Bridge of Allan day about and they were going to put it on full-time and the girls said to me, "Apply for it 
Maisie, you'll get it." I says, "Oh, I'll not get Bridge of Allan." "Oh, I'm sure you will." And one of the lads 
said, "You apply for it. Now, go right down and ask." So, the door opens of his office and he come up 
and he says, "Maisie, would you like to go to Bridge of Allan?" I said, "Yes I would." "Ah, well," he said, 
"we'll see about it." So, before I went, this lad, oh he was a comic, he says to me, "You'll be asked out to 
some of the Councillor's for your meal." I said, "How?" "Oh", he says, "it's not died out yet, they'll want to 
know if you can use a knife and fork." Oh I says, "Surely not." However, I was, to two Councillors. Yes. 
Anyhow, I go to Bridge of Allan and I, ohhh, the first month, "Oh I don't like this." I went back to him and 
said, "Oh no, I can't stand it because,” <..pause..> There was the two sides, you know and it was, in the 
old days, that was '47 there was up the hill and down the hill, very, very much. They still, that still, 
<..pause..> the business still went on of the wee lassie running out to the car with the messages, to the 
lady who'd been in, that went on. And one of them said to me one day, "Oh, I would like such-and-such, 
would you bring it down." I said, "You get this through your head, I am no message girl." And I thought, 
"Oh no." Well, it was reported and that was when I was told, you know, you must treat the Bridge of 
Allan people with velvet gloves. Well, I said, "Before we go any further, you'll have to understand, I was 
trained in Kilsyth where every man paid rates, man and woman paid rates, they were all made alike and 
they'll all have to take the same treatment." And I once got from an old man after many, many years in 
the library, there was a lady from the hill creating about something and I turned and said, "Look, I'll have 
no more of your nonsense. You've got the same as everyone else and you'll just have to wait for your 
book." Away she went out, and I says to this old man, "Oh, isn't that terrible, I shouldn't treat folk like 
that." He says, "Well, lassie, a' I can say is, you're the same tae up the hill and doon the hill," and he 
says, " that's how you're liked." Now, that was a great compliment to me, it really was, I was awful 
pleased about that. So, do you know what they gave me when I left? Two hundred pounds, the village. I 
thought that was tremendous. 

 

Q. How long were you there? 

A. From '47 'til I retired. Six, <..pause..> when did I retire? Seventy. 

 

Q. Did you enjoy working in the library? 

A. I enjoyed working in the library very much but I still had the fear, not, <..pause..> no, I wouldn't say the 
fear, I still felt I didn't have the qualifications and yet I was afraid of myself. I liked the people and I 
treated them all alike. Oh, I must tell you about somebody. <..pause..>  He came in, I wasn't very long 
there he came and he said, he was looking in the shelves and he came over and said, "I don't suppose 
you've heard of Van Loone?" And I thought, the blighter! I said, "Of course I've heard of Van Loone, 
there's one up there." So I took the book down. "Now," I said, "if you need anymore I know where most 
of them are, Lennoxtown, in Kilsyth, in Lennoxtown you'll get them." He said, "Kilsyth?" I said, "Yes, that 
was the miner's bible." 

 

Q. "The miners?" 

A. "Oh," I says, "they can read!" So, I go up to headquarters and I tell them this, "Ohhh," they said, "you 
shouldn't say that." So a while after it I went up to headquarters, <..pause..> and one of the boys says to 
me, "Here, c'mere you." I says,"What?" "You're in for trouble. Mind, yon one you told." I says, "You 
watch what you're doing my lady." I says, "I don't believe it." [He had become a prominent public figure]. 
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Q. When were you born? 

A. 1913. 

 

Q. Where was that? 

A. Born in Craigforth. That's away outside the town where the big insurance office is now. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. Well, I must have lived there until I was about three. My father was a head gardener there y'see and he 
came into the town because the rest of the family had so far to walk into the school. They were walking 
in there and away all day and away back again to Allan School y'see in those days. Now I must have 
been about three when I came in there and we came in because it was a tied house and we had to 
come into Stirling and take a house in here. Then we got a rented cottage down in the bridge here, 
Bridgehaugh and we lived there for a year or two and during that time the war must have started. My 
brother was very young and he went off to the war and then we shifted from there up to Douglas Street, 
just at the end of this street now. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. I had two brothers and three sisters. 

 

Q. How old were your parents when you were born? 

A. They must have been fortyish anyway. My mother said we were a mistake, really. (laugh) That was 
awful. 

 

Q. You said your dad was a gardener at Craigforth. 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did he do anything before that? 

A. I couldnae really say what he did before that, no. 

 

Q. After that? 

A. Well, he went onto the railway and then latterly he was working down at Mill Hall Colliery, at the gardens 
down there. The head man heard he was a gardener so that's what he did. He had to walk all the road 
from Stirling right to Mill Hall, five o'clock in the morning to be ready to start at six or something and 
walked back home again, no bother. 

 

Q. Did your mother work at all? 

A. She worked in the Forthbank Mill, that was a carpet mill at that time. That's where most of the people 
worked. I think that was about all there was to do. 

 

Q. What did she do? 

A. She was a weaver and then she checked the carpets after they were finished. 
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Q. Did she work after she got married and had the children? 

A. No, I don't ever remember her working but I think at one time she did washing for somebody that lived 
next door or somewhere round about the place. But that was a hard way to earn money but that was all 
she maybe did, just one washing a week or something. 

 

Q. Do you know how much she would get? 

A. No, I've no idea, not very much I don't think. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Well, they were members of St. Ninian’s Church but I don't think they would go very much once they 
came into Stirling. 

 

Q. What denomination was that? 

A. Protestant. Once they came to Stirling I don't think they would go much to church at all. So we were left 
without really any church to go to here. I joined eventually the St. Andrew's Church up in Cowane Street 
which is no more. 

 

Q. Did they take an interest in politics at all? 

A. No, not that I can think of. No, I never heard them talk about it. 

 

Q. Do you know what party they voted for? 

A. No, in fact I don't think we bothered much about politics very much in our day at all. 

 

Q. Do you know what your parents would do in their spare time? 

A. Well, my father would likely go out and have a drink, although he wouldn't have much money to drink 
because he wasnae very well paid. My mother I don't think did very much at all. She knitted a wee bit 
and baked but nothing else much. I mean there was four or five of us to look after, it was a bit of a 
struggle and money was short in those days. 

 

Q. Were they sporty at all? 

A. No, nothing like that. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of the house at Craigforth? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What's the first house that you have memories of? 

A. Bridgehaugh Cottage I have a very, very faint memory of that. I must have been very young but there 
was the front door, just a but and ben and then downstairs was the kitchen and if you wanted to put 
money in the gas you went right down the stairs and put a penny in the meter and that was it. But one 
time the Forth flooded its banks and came right up and flooded out the whole place and I remember my 
father, even to this day I can see him going down that back stair and putting money in that meter 
otherwise we would have no light. 

 

Q. Do you remember the sleeping arrangements in that house? How many rooms were there? 

A. Only two sleeping rooms. I only remember two rooms in that house. 

 

Q. Where would everybody sleep? 

A. Oh, I would sleep with my sister, maybe two or three in a bed. The houses in those days were mostly all 
beds. 

 

Q. What about a bathroom? 

A. No, bathroom no, no. No hot and cold water, nothing like that. 
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Q. Where was the toilet? Was it outside? 

A. It was downstairs again I think, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did anyone else besides your parents and brothers and sisters ever live with you? 

A. My old grandfather, I remember him and I remember an aunt who came home from America with her 
son and great stories about wonderful America but she was glad to get home and she lived with us for a 
very short time and then went off to Paisley. Her husband and she were over in America and then he 
came back to go into The First World War and left her over in America and she never forgave him for 
that all her days. He left her with her son. But what could he do? You were more or less expected to 
leave and come over and fight. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework herself? 

A. No, my sister was a good worker, she did a lot. I'll say that Jess was a very good worker, she helped a 
lot. 

 

Q. Was that from quite a young age? 

A. Yes, oh yes. She was fifteen years older than I was y'see so she was able to do quite a bit and keen on 
the housework which I wasn't. 

 

Q. What about clothes? Did your mum ever make your clothes? 

A. No, she was never a sewer. I remember once going to school with a dress which she had turned up. It 
must have belonged to someone else, it had great huge stitches. I can see the stitches yet, I was quite 
ashamed. No, she wasn't a sewer. I don't think she was a knitter either. My other sister was a lovely 
knitter so she did all the knitting and I was the sewer as I came on y'see. So I did the sewing. My 
mother, <..pause..> no I don't think she ever sewed very much. Anything would be patching or turning 
sheets from one side to another to make them do. 

 

Q. Did you get many new clothes? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Where did your mum get the clothes from? 

A. Well, we got them sometimes in Lawson’s shop, Lawson’s in Baker Street. They would let you pay them 
up each week but we didn't get very many there because they were so expensive. We had to make 
things do a long time. 

 

Q. What about shoes? 

A. We wore boots. I remember fastening up my boots with buttons. We had a button thing in this house for 
many a long year and fastened up the black boots. 

 

Q. Did your father help your mother with any of the jobs in the house? 

A. I don't think so, men long ago didn't do those things, they thought that was kinda beneath them I think. 

 

Q. What about repairs? 

A. Oh, he mended our boots, he would do your boots. You could go to the shop and buy a piece of leather. 
In those days it would hang up outside the hardware shop. You picked the piece of leather that you 
wanted and he had a big last, I've still got it in the house, with all the different sizes of the boots or 
shoes and he would put it over the last and mend your shoes. Now sometimes it wasnae a terribly good 
job because, good job, because that's a tradesman's job. 

 

Q. Did he teach himself? 

A. Yes, all the men did that long ago. They did the mending of the shoes and the boys used to wear those 
boots with great tacks in them, tackety things y'know and when they rattled along the pavement they 
could skid them out and make sparks with them. That's the kind of things they did. 
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Q. Did your dad used to tell you stories or put you to bed at night? 

A. No, no, that was my mother's job, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did you have any jobs to do around the house? 

A. No, not really I was never asked to do very much, no, except go for the messages, we went for the 
shopping. We went round to the Co-Operative bakery in Cowane Street. A lovely smell came out of that 
bakery every day there, lovely bread making and I used to go to and fro with the bread and it was 
wrapped in a brown paper and by the time you got home half the bread was eaten because it was so 
lovely and new and when your mother went to cut it there was a big hole at one side. (laugh) 

 

Q. I'm sure you got into bother for that. 

A. I certainly did. 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have as a child? 

A. Porridge in the morning, that was one thing and I remember another thing we had peas brose. It's peas 
meal you can buy it yet, we still have it yet. It's peas meal, you put maybe a tablespoonfull in a bowl, a 
little salt and then pour over boiling water and mix it to a nice thick paste making sure it doesn't go 
lumpy and it's a lovely meal. Take it with milk. You could have peas brose anyday. 

 

Q. Did you have any favourite meals at all? 

A. Nothing really, nothing very exciting in our days really, it was just food and that was all, I think. 

 

Q. Did you have a lot of meat? 

A. Rabbit, my mum made a lot of rabbit and then my father was a fisherman so we got trout and he 
sometimes used to catch flounders. They were just kind of like plaice, they're flat fish. Well, we used to 
have all those kind of things when he was out fishing and he was a great one for gathering berries. He 
used to go and gather mushrooms and he gathered lovely brambles when it was bramble time and 
rasps. So we had always lots of bramble jelly and raspberry jam, oh yes. 

 

Q. Where did he get the mushrooms? 

A. He got the mushrooms round about the fields, round about Stirling. In fact he used to take some along 
to Miss Copley’s shop and she would buy them from him there. But again that was a thing that you had 
to be careful with but he knew what he was doing. 

 

Q. Did your mother eat well or did she make sure that everybody got their portion and then just take what 
was left? 

A. No, yes, we all got. But she used to say that she knew of someone who ate the butter and gave the 
family the magarine but my mother never did that she shared it all round with us because the magarine 
in those days was something terrible. 

 

Q. Was it just for baking? 

A. Aye, it wasnae good at all. 

 

Q. So where did your parents do their shopping in general? 

A. Well, we had a Co-Operative in Cowane Street and then we had a shop away up in Baker Street which 
my mother went to early on. It was a very good shop, it was there for years and years. Right on the very 
top of Baker Street, now that must have been a bit of a climb to go there for it but I think we would go 
more or less every day. We didnae go like nowadays, a huge pack one time, we would go almost every 
day for it. 

 

Q. Did you go shopping with your mother? 

A. Yes, uh-huh, I went shopping and house hunting and everything with her. I always seemed to be the 
age to go with my mother and I was interested in those kind of things. If she wanted to change house I 
would go with her and view the house and if we didnae like it we just didnae take it. In those days there 
must have been more houses to rent, y'see. 



 1175

 

Q. Was that through the Council? 

A. No, no, just rented private houses. 

 

Q. How did you know the landlords? 

A. You would maybe hear that somebody else wanted to change houses. Maybe someone from the Craigs 
would like to come down this way. So we went away down to the Craigs one time, away up near the top 
of the Craigs and we climbed away up to the top flat and my mother said, "Oh, I would never have this," 
because it was a wooden stair. She said if the thing went on fire you would never get down. So that was 
that, out, and then we shifted from Douglas Street down to Bruce Street and we waited there all our 
days after that. 

 

Q. You would just walk to the shops? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Can you name some of the shops in Stirling? 

A. Oh, D & J McEwan’s was a lovely shop at the far end of the town. That is where the building society is 
now. Is it Nationwide or something? The big one in Port Street, it was a lovely shop there. 

 

Q. What did they sell? 

A. Oh, they sold groceries and all the sugar at one side of the shop and the other side was all the bacon 
and butter, and butter was all loose in those days they had to come and pat it for you. They cut a big 
lump off and patted it and slapped it round, and lovely bacon. So you really always went to that shop 
every Saturday and the better off people got all their stuff sent. Everything was sent for them, they just 
put their order in, phoned it up and it was sent out to them. 

 

Q. Did they have delivery boys? 

A. Yes, in a delivery motor and then across the road was Cooper’s that was another lovely big grocer’s 
shop. Lovely shop and at the corner of the Craigs was the confection shop. It was a shop with one half 
fruit and the other half sweets, every kind of sweets under the sun. That shop was open on a Saturday 
night ‘til after nine o'clock and the men would come out of the pub and they would go into the shop and 
get a bag of sweeties. My father-in-law did this, get a bag of sweeties and bring it home and that was to 
keep the peace. Y'see if they went home kinda tiddly, a bag of sweeties served its purpose. 

 

Q. What time did the pub open to in those days? 

A. It must have been after nine o'clock, I am sure it must have been after it, y'see they closed in the 
afternoon. They used to close for an hour or two in the afternoon and then open again at night. But 
those two, there was a pub at either side of the Craigs, but they really did good business in the 
confectionery shop. 

 

Q. What time did it open in the morning? 

A. The confectionery shop, it would be about nine o'clock, I think they would all open. In fact every morning 
when you went along the street, when we used to go up to school, all the shops were cleaning their 
windows. Great pails of water, you splashed against the window and then the big brush, brushed down. 
The pavements were all swimming and then they were all brushed down. Every place was lovely and 
clean outside until one wee boy, he was so keen he threw the whole pail through the window, he just 
‘wheeeeek’ through a big plate glass window. (laugh) I can remember all that. 

 

Q. Special occasions like birthdays, Christmas, Hogmanay, did you celebrate these at all? 

A. Well, those were things we really looked forward to was Christmas but what we did do, we went to an 
awful lot of religious meetings in those days. Not a thing for any religious feeling but the fact, material 
gain, you know, we got a wee bag with maybe different things in it, cookies and things in it and that was 
a sort of draw. Not that we were hungry, we werenae as bad as all that but just it was something 
different of getting something for maybe a penny or something. There was a wee Railway Mission at the 
end of the street where Millar’s Garage is now, a lovely wee Mission Hall. Y'know where Millar’s Garage 
is at the end of Bruce Street? 
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Q. End of Bruce Street? 

A. Uh-huh, there was a Mission Hall there. Now it opened certain nights and it was run by the railway and 
the railway station master used to come down and speak at it too but it was actually a Magic Lantern 
Show. In those days to start even with a Magic Lantern was a wonderful thing and I can remember how 
we all cried our eyes out about a wee girl on the screen flashed on and she was being put on a rack and 
stretched for some reason or other. So in those days there was a certain degree of violence as well 
y'know but I remember the whole lot of us cried and they would flash up a hymn on the screen and you 
all belted out the tunes. (laugh) I don't know what the hymns were. However, we went to that every 
week religiously and then at Christmas time you would maybe have a wee party there and they would 
give you a bag with cookies in it and a cup of tea, a mug of tea. 

 

Q. What age would you be then? 

A. I must have been about seven or eight. I just walked along the road and we were there you see. 

 

Q. What about New Year time did you celebrate that at all? 

A. Not really, although the town was really, everything was over at The Steeple at the top of King Street. 
They used to go up there when the bells rang at twelve o'clock, everybody congregated at The Steeple. 
I was too young to go at that time but Christmas we never got a great many presents, we never got 
many presents. 

 

Q. What about birthdays? 

A. No, I don't remember getting anything for birthdays either. We never thought about birthdays. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play any games with you? 

A. No, I never remember that, I never remember my mother playing games, no. 

 

Q. Did you have a lot of books? 

A. I read a lot of books. We went to the library and the library again was entirely different from what it is 
now. You went into the library and there was a big mesh and the books were behind the mesh and you 
just looked, usually ‘What Katie Did at School’ or something like that. We pressed it through and then 
we went into the library and the librarians were standing behind a counter and they just went and got 
your book and you daren't breathe hardly. No speaking of any kind and they gave you your book out 
and that was you away. I think you got a week to read it in and then you took it back again. 

 

Q. Would anything happen like if the books were in overdue? 

A. No, I don't remember ever being charged in those days. We would never be able to pay it anyway, I can 
assure you. (laugh) 

 

Q. Can you remember any newspapers or magazines that your parents got? 

A. My mother got The Bulletin. That was the paper she got for long, long years until actually it went 
defunct. I don't know what happened but they stopped printing and she used to get The Weekly News 
and I think The Peoples’ Friend. That was more or less all the papers that we got. 

 

Q. Did you get taken out visiting neighbours and friends with your parents? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Any outings at all? 

A. No, I don't remember very many. We went away on our own more or less. A lady in the next street she 
would run a bus to Portobello. Now for a good few weeks before the time we paid so much every week 
to this lady and on this day this huge charabanc would arrive with a big hood which stretched and pulled 
right back to the back and it was all seats, just in a row. Rows of seats and we clambered in there. The 
whole street was turned out to see us go and I remember I sat the whole length of the road from Stirling 
to Portobello on the back seat, on the hood of the bus. I don't know why we didnae fall off. But we went 
there, ran about the sands for a while then we all sat down and they gave us bags again with cookies 
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and everything else in it and a mug of tea. We were all told to bring a mug, a great big mug hanging 
round our waist, an enamel mug of all things. (laugh) When the tea went in, it was so hot you couldnae 
drink it. (laugh) 

 

Q. When you put money into that each week was it your parents that did that? 

A. Oh yes, uh-huh, with a great struggle but we got it. 

 

Q. Was that to replace your pocket money? Did you get pocket money? 

A. No, I don't remember getting pocket money. Maybe a penny or something y'know but again if you really 
wanted something very special like a sixpence that was another struggle, even to get a sixpence. Well, 
my mother always managed to give us it. 

 

Q. Did you have any holidays or just day trips? 

A. Just day trips here and there, yes. Y'see when we went to the different Sunday Schools, I went to the 
South Church Sunday School because my parents were away in St. Ninian’s Church y'see. I chummed 
with the same wee girl going up to school from the beginning of the school to the very end. We 
chummed the whole time and her father used to ring the bells at the South Church. That's one thing I do 
miss is the church bells on a Sunday morning. It was a lovely sound all the bells ringing and she used to 
say y'know what those bells are saying, they're saying, "Come To The House Of God" and I really felt 
the bells were saying that y'know. However, we went there. The South Church was smashing, a lovely 
Christmas tree and then you would go for a trip and again the tinny round your waist and we would go 
to Callander and maybe Doune, some of these kinda places. We paid it, we remembered to bring our 
tickets. You paid for your ticket and had your mug and off you went for the afternoon. It was lovely, it 
was smashing, it really was. 

 

Q. That was through the church? 

A. Through the church and then I was in The Salvation Army again. My friend joined The Salvation Army, I 
didn't, but I was Sunbeam for a day or two. (laugh) I used to belt out, ‘A sunbeam, a sunbeam, Jesus 
wants me for a sunbeam’. (laugh) The Salvation Army people were always wanting to convert you and 
they used to say, "Now put up your hand anybody that wants to be saved." So you would look along the 
line to see who wanted to be saved and if you thought you were safe you would put your hand up and 
you'd go forward. Sometimes you were all embarrassed but still you went forward and they put up a 
prayer for you, and you were saved. Mind you I don't think you were any better when you came out, but 
still. 

 

Q. What age would you be then? 

A. Oh, I was at school, I must have been ten or eleven or something by that time. Oh yes, it was all religion 
and another friend, another pal of mine, her father was a caretaker of The Baptist Church. Now we went 
to the Baptist meetings; I don't know why we didnae sprout wings. (laugh) If you were really fortunate, 
maybe a bag or two left over you got an extra bag and all you got in the bags was a Paris Bun and a 
coffee bun maybe and if you were lucky you would get a fruit bun, which we called fly cemeteries 
because I quite believe there would be plenty of flies in them. (laugh) 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family when you were a child? 

A. My brother, I can remember my brother getting married. 

 

Q. Where was that? 

A. He was married out in St. Ninians. 

 

Q. Was that in your parents’ church? 

A. Yes, he married the girl, she was a member of four daughters and one son. Well, he married her. I 
remember the wedding it was just in the house and I remember seeing some of her wedding presents. 
Her mother made her a great big quilt thing out of patchwork. That was very ordinary things that they 
got long ago. 

 

Q. Would the reception be just in the house? 
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A. Just in the house, uh-huh, everything was all in the house and I had the most awful trouble to get a 
dress for that wedding. I can remember I had to wait until my aunt came through from Paisley, she 
brought me through a lovely yellow dress. I don't know where she got it but, <..pause..> it was a lovely 
wedding, good fun. They were happily married too. 

 

Q. On Sundays you mostly went to religious meetings of one sort or another? 

A. That's right. 

 

Q. Was that in the mornings? 

A. In the mornings, yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. What would you do for the rest of the day? 

A. We just played around and maybe walked away up the Gowan Hill up there and picked flowers. 

 

Q. Did you have any special clothes for a Sunday? 

A. Yes, oh yes, uh-huh. Now we didn't wear our good clothes until the first Sunday in May although you got 
new clothes, you never put them on ‘til the first Sunday in May. It was really awful. I can remember one 
rig-out I had. I had a nice yellow dress and I had white socks and lovely black patent shoes and I had to 
keep those and I had a fancy hat with flowers round about it and if you got a hat you were pretty far up 
in those days. (laugh) I do remember that, that's one outfit I can still remember. 

 

Q. So did you get an outfit a year? 

A. That's right, uh-huh, and you kept that. Your stockings in the wintertime, you had those big long woollen 
stockings with garters. You wore black garters made of black elastic. I think no wonder you've got 
varicose veins nowadays. That's all we used, no suspenders, nothing like that. 

 

Q. So was religion quite important to you as a child? 

A. Must I be honest. (laugh) Well, I liked the music and it was good company and it was a thing to fill in 
your time. That was another thing really. But I did eventually go to teach in the Sunday School up in St. 
Andrew’s Church, I joined up there y'see St. Andrew’s Church. I joined the church and then I went to 
teach in the Sunday School for quite a long number of years, teach the Primary kids and then from 
there on I went to take the Guide Company. I was Captain of the Guide Company and then I left there 
and went off to the V.A.D's, the nursing. 

 

Q. Were you a Guide yourself when when you were a child? 

A. I was a Brownie to start off with and then a Guide and at that time they were just building the Guide but 
in Glebe Crescent and I started there. 

 

Q. What age were you then? 

A. I think you started about ten or eleven as a Guide and I was in the Guides for years and years and then 
I went on to what they called the Rangers, that was the older Guides. I don't know if they are still there 
or not but I went to the Rangers and we had a great time in the Rangers. 

 

Q. Who did you play with as a child, was it mostly your brothers and sisters? 

A. We never bothered with my brother, we never bothered with the boys much, it was always the girls, we 
just played with the girls. 

 

Q. Did you tend to play separate from the boys? 

A. Yes, oh yes, even in the school playgrounds they were all separated. The girls were all in one place and 
the boys were in another. 

 

Q. Did you not play together at all? 



 1179

A. Not very often, no. The boys only came down to me when they wanted help with their homework. Some 
of the boys came down if they were stuck with French. The boys in those days didnae want to learn 
French so they would come down and ask me if I would help them out a wee bit. 

 

Q. Did you play games with other groups at all? 

A. Not in the street so much, I did at school, I played in the hockey team. The time I came to school they 
had started hockey and in the Rangers we played netball. Now the netball was played round the 
Victoria Square, there's a big square round there in the middle of the place and we played there in 
Victoria Square. 

 

Q. What kind of games did you play when you were younger? 

A. Hide and Seek, Tig, we chased after each other and touched and then somebody else chased after 
you, Peever. 

 

Q. What did you use for a Peever? 

A. Well, sometimes we took an empty cleaning tin y'know a shoe polish tin or a piece of old marble if we 
could get hold of that. Then we put the numbers on the pavement, probably didnae please the 
neighbours but still that was the kind of things we had to do long ago and then we played with a Gird. 
Now a Gird was a big piece of round iron with a Clique on it and we ran the length of the street. I must 
have ran for miles and if you really were a wee bit better off you maybe managed a wooden one. So 
you hit it along the road and ran after it. 

 

Q. Where would you get these toys? Would your parents buy them for you? 

A. Aye, they bought them for us or they were passed down from someone else. 

 

Q. Did your father ever make any toys for you? 

A. No, I don't remember it, no, nor my mother either. I skipped a lot and we used to have one girl standing 
at either side and you tried to see how high you could jump. Well, the longer your legs of course the 
higher you jumped over so I wasn'ae too bad. But eh, <..pause..> we went away up the Gowan Hill 
playing. All the summer we went up there, gathered wild roses and harebells all this kind of thing and 
we had a lovely time up there and the boys used to slide down, big polished stones and the boys used 
to slide down there and they came home without a behind in their trousers. 

 

Q. Did they get into trouble for that? 

A. They likely would but what could the mother do? And we used to take up a tray and slide on the trays. 
Now the weather must have been much dryer in those days because the grass was so dry we could 
slide down the hill there. That was during the summer holidays. 

 

Q. How long did you get? 

A. We got about six weeks then. We waited till the end of June. Just the same about six weeks. 

 

Q. Were you free to play with whoever you wanted? 

A. Yes, my mother made no stipulations. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies then? 

A. Well, I had a lot of hobbies for one thing when we moved to Bruce Street we had a garden and I looked 
after the garden and I really liked the garden. 

 

Q. What age would you be then? 

A. I must have been twelve or thirteen. 

 

Q. Did your father teach you? 

A. Yes, my father taught me all I knew about the garden, uh-huh, I loved gardening. I think I was about the 
first Guide in the County to win the gardening badge, a real care gardener. Even yet I like the garden. 
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Q. Did you have any pets? 

A. My sister had dogs. I was never so fussy on dogs but she was always keen on dogs. So we had a dog 
for a long number of years until it bit the postman and it had to get put away. (laugh) Funny how they 
always snap at postmen. 

 

Q. Could you tell me about that? 

A. It was a wee terrier dog but terrier dogs are rather apt to be like that and it bit this postman and my 
mother had to take it away out to have it put down. She went to some farm place, I think the farmer 
would maybe shoot it for her, I don't know, but that was a heartbreak. And another thing, they used to 
take distemper. Y'see nowadays I think the dogs are all inoculated against that but in those days they 
didnae do that and the dog would die of distemper. 

 

Q. Did you get to go to the pictures at all? 

A. Well yes, we went to The Kinema in those days and you were eaten alive with fleas, that's honest. 
(laugh) All depends which seat you sat in and I remember when The Queen’s Cinema was built, that's 
up in the lane up there. Now that was an old tannery before that was built and while they were building it 
we could peep in the windows at the side and we noticed the beautiful ceiling. It was a lovely blue 
ceiling with stars on it and we couldn't wait ‘til that place was open. So we enjoyed that cinema for quite 
a long number of years and then we had The Picture House to go to as well. So that was three good 
picture houses. 

 

Q. Where was The Picture House? 

A. The Picture House was down, it's now part of The Thistle Centre and then The Regal was opened and 
then The Allanpark, so we had all those cinemas to go to. We also had the Alhambra, that was the 
variety in the Old Arcade. Now on a Saturday night the whole arcade was queued up with people 
because all the ploughmen used to come in from the country on a Saturday to see the variety shows. 
It's now Menzies’ furniture shop, but the balcony, it cost you sixpence to get into the balcony. My friend 
at that time was a great country dancer, was absolutely mad on dancing, a beautiful dancer and she 
would coax me to go. I'd coax my mother for days before I got that sixpence but we got sixpence to go 
and we sat on the very front seat of the balcony right over the stage and you could see all the wicked 
makeup the women had on in those days. It was dreadful. (laugh) They had lovely long tights on their 
legs and there was a chorus come out and dance and sang and then the men, there was a man used to 
come out and he used to sing, <..pause..> “They only wore a string of beads, a string of beads, a string of 
beads and rings on their fingers and toes. It was all right in the summer time but when the winter come,” 
<..pause..> or something, this is the kinda patter he used to sing. (laugh) 

 

Q. Can you remember how much it was to get in? 

A. I paid sixpence, but that would maybe be the cheapest seat, I don't know and yet there was the pit 
further down that maybe wouldnae be the cheapest. There was the pit away at the back, what we called 
the pit. It was packed on a Saturday, really packed and then it died down too. 

 

Q. Before you started school at first did you get any lessons at home? 

A. No, no, no. 

 

Q. What age were you when you first started school? 

A. Five, I must have been five. 

 

Q. Was that The Allan School? 

A. The Allan School, uh-huh. 

 

Q. What did you think of school? 

A. I quite liked the school but we had some dreadful teachers. I was just speaking to someone this 
morning funny enough and there was a Miss Gentleman in the school and that was one misnomer if 
ever there was one. She was anything but gentle, in fact she called us all ‘turnips’ and I just looked up 
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my old Scots’ dictionary there and that means a stupid person. So that's what we were called ‘turnips’ 
but otherwise I quite enjoyed school. 

 

Q. Were they quite strict? 

A. Oh, very strict, yes very strict. We had to be there for nine o'clock sharp. If you were going up the road 
and you heard the bell ringing. The janitor just rang a great big hand bell, you heard the bell ringing, you 
beat it up that road to be there dead on time for nine o'clock into school. 

 

Q. Were they quite strict about things like punctuality, tidiness, the way you speak? 

A. Yes, yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. Did they punish you often? 

A. Occasionally I got the strap but not very often. It was a strap they used in those days. 

 

Q. Can you remember what subjects you were taught? 

A. Everything. You were taught to write well, that was one good thing. We had a big book which was rather 
like a music score and you were told to write. It was copper plate writing, up light, down heavy, and to 
this day I can still write. I enjoy writing. 

 

Q. Were they particular about which hand you used? 

A. Yes, they used to make you write with your right hand. I think that's all changed now but they wanted 
you to write with your right hand. 

 

Q. Did anybody have any problems with that? 

A. I don't ever remember but even with the writing was a tragic thing too because the desks had open ink 
wells. Now somebody had dropped the top of the ink well off and you put your pen in and wrote and 
there was a whole lot of dust came on it y'know and the thing all spoiled the writing. Then somebody 
would get the job in the morning to fill up the ink wells with fresh ink and that was maybe better. 

 

Q. What did you wear to school? 

A. I think I had a pinny on if I remember rightly. I've got my picture over there I must let you see but I had a 
pinny on and boots. I don't remember very much else. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. Yes, we were all together, the boys and girls were all together, yes. 

 

Q. What did you do at playtime? 

A. We just went daft, that's true. Whenever the bell rang, playtime. Down the stairs and we flew about like 
mad things until it was time to go back in again. We jumped about and skipped. I think we got about 
quarter of an hour, less than that maybe and we skipped about and we went to the front gate and an old 
lady who had a shop across the road came and sold us doughnuts. Lovely hot sugary doughnuts. I think 
a ha'penny or a penny each. We used to think she was an awful crabbit old lady but I don't really blame 
her because she was old and you were all shouting at the same time, all your hands were through the 
gate. I couldnae blame her. 

 

Q. Did you get the ha'penny from your parents for your playpiece? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. So did you go to another school after The Allan School? 

A. I went for a year to The Craig School, I don't know why they did that, <..pause..> that was after the Control 
Examination. Now I passed the Control alright but I never got to the High because before the Control 
Examination I took scarlet fever. My mother said it wasn't scarlet fever it was only German measles I 
had, I was too red, she knew. However, there was an awful lot of scarlet fever and diphtheria going 
about at that time. So I landed out in the fever hospital, Kildean Hospital, at that time. Now the wards 
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there were full with people with scarlet fever and the other ward was full of people with diphtheria. 
Diphtheria was a deadly thing in those days. Scarlet fever wasnae quite so bad but if you werenae 
careful you could be left with kidney trouble and all this kind of stuff. So I was there for about four or five 
weeks in the hospital and then you had to have quarantine for another fortnight. You couldnae go near 
anybody, you were supposed to keep out of peoples way but that lost me about six or seven weeks 
easily at the school before the Control but I managed to pass it fine. 

 

Q. Then you went to the Craigs? 

A. I went to the Craigs School for a year. 

 

Q. So what age were you then? 

A. I must have been about thirteen or something and then we came back again for our final year to The 
Allan School and we went from The Allan School one day a week up to the High School for Typing and 
we got Shorthand there as well. 

 

Q. So what age did you leave school? 

A. Fourteen, I left school. 

 

Q. Would you have liked to have gone on if you could have? 

A. Well, I really never thought very much. Now I feel I would have liked to have gone on but not in those 
days. 

 

Q. Did you ever take any part-time education after you left? 

A. After, yes, I went to night classes. I went for Shorthand and Typing and we went for Arithmetic as well. 

 

Q. Where-about was that? 

A. Down The Riverside School. The Riverside School had just been built new at that time and I went down 
there for that. 

 

Q. What happened when you left school then? Did you have a job on leaving? 

A. I went to a job in The Sentinel Office. 

 

Q. How did you get that job? 

A. I applied for it through the paper. We used to have The Sentinel and we had The Observer and The 
Journal, that was the three weekly newspapers. So I applied for the job and I got the job alright but in 
the end it just turned to be a job that I had to go and collect the papers back, unused papers and things 
like that. So that didnae suit me. I stayed there for a month and then I was out of a job so I thought I 
would go into service. I only stuck it for three days and I never even went back to get my apron and 
things. 

 

Q. Where about was that? 

A. I went away out to Dumbarton Road. I had to walk from here away through the town, away out near the 
King’s Park in the morning and the ground was frosty and oh, all I could see was the road men and the 
cleaners, y'know the street cleaners. 

 

Q. How did you hear about that job? 

A. Eh, it must have been a paper again, I think. 

 

Q. What was it you were meant to do? 

A. Oh, cleaning and she asked me if I would like to stay in. Oh, I would never have stayed in, no not in 
your life. 

 

Q. Did they have other domestic servants? 
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A. No, just one and the first day I was there I was sent into this big room to clean a grate. I hadn't a clue 
about cleaning grates, I had never done a thing like that in my life before. And I got to clean the knives. 
One of those machines which you stuck the knife in and wound the handle. Three days was more than 
enough. My sister had to go back and collect my apron and things which I left. (laugh) I see the young 
man to this day that I used to work for. He's an old man now. (laugh) Then after that my sister was 
working at that time to Sommerville the tailor. She was cleaning for them so they wanted someone to 
learn the tailoressing. So I went there and started and I was there for four and a half years. 

 

Q. What year was that you started there? 

A. It must have been '32 or '33 when I started there. That was in the thirties when things were difficult as 
well. I started there and four and a half years. I almost finished my training when the ‘ready-mades’ 
came in. The tailors were finished, the small tailors anyway. 

 

Q. What did you have to do during your training years? 

A. I was learning how to make the vests and trousers. By the time I was finished I could make a pair of 
trousers in a day. The boss cut all the bits out for you and said, "There you are Jeanie, get on with that." 
Now at that time we got the contract for the Fire Brigade. Now it was big heavy blue trousers, lovely 
stuff, lovely material and he made the jackets and I made the vest and the trousers. 

 

Q. So what hours did you have to do then? 

A. Well, we worked from, it was nine o'clock in the morning ‘til five at night and then I walked from there 
right home for my lunch and back again within about an hour. 

 

Q. How long did you get? 

A. About an hour. 

 

Q. Was that Monday to Friday? 

A. No, Saturday as well, I worked on Saturday mornings as well. On Saturday morning the fire siren would 
go at twelve o'clock and that was the time for down-tools for all tradesmen for they were all working on a 
Saturday as well. Whenever this thing burst through the town finished. 

 

Q. So did you get paid holidays at all? 

A. We got a week's holiday but I don't know if we were paid for it. I don't remember being paid for it. 

 

Q. Did you learn the job through watching him? 

A. Well, I had another lady sitting beside me for a long time and then she went away to some other place 
to work and we watched the old man. He sat cross legged, <..pause..> part of the front room was made 
out to a kinda platform and the old tailor sat with his legs crossed and did all the sewing like that and we 
sat up against this thing and did all the jobs and then we had to press with a great big heavy iron which 
was heated on a stove. Now that was awfly warm on a summer’s day. The place was too hot on a 
summer’s day, it was dreadful. 

 

Q. Do you remember what you were paid? 

A. I don't remember my wage at all, no. 

 

Q. Was it a set-wage or was it piece-work? 

A. Oh no, it was a set-wage you were paid, yes, but I don't remember what I was paid. 

 

Q. Do you remember if you thought it was fair or unfair? 

A. No, I was just glad to have a job and not only that I was learning a very good trade and a job I really 
liked to do. 

 

Q. Your wages, did you give them all to your mother? 
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A. Yes, to my mother and she gave me money back and with my first pay I banked one shilling, I think it 
might even have been only sixpence a week into The Trustees Savings Bank. Now that was in Murray 
Place at that time and I went every week after that and banked a shilling off my pay. That was many, 
many years ago. 

 

Q. Now, so you were four and a half years there. Did you enjoy that? 

A. Uh-huh, I liked it. 

 

Q. So they started to bring in the readymade articles? 

A. The work finished off so I had to go and look for another job. Now I went up to a job in The Centre 
Chambers now that sold material for tailors so I knew what I was selling there y'see. 

 

Q. How did you get that job? 

A. I think I got it through the Labour Exchange or something. It wasnae the Labour Exchange we called it 
in those days, it was the broo. But it was the Labour Exchange I went to and I got the job and I stuck it 
for a while and then he was going away down to Dumfries to start up again down there so I just 
wouldnae shift. 

 

Q. So how long had you been there? 

A. Oh, I was a good year or more with him. 

 

Q. What were your hours like with that job? 

A. The same time, Saturday morning as well, you worked on Saturday as well. 

 

Q. Can you remember your pay with him? 

A. I don't remember my pay, it wouldnae be very much but he wasnae a good man to work to. He was an 
awfy bad tempered wee man so it was no use. I would never have gone down to Dumfries. 

 

Q. Was that just you and him again? 

A. No, no there was a girl in the office and there was a young boy helping me and I was more or less in 
charge of the warehouse but I also got a good insight to the office work. I was part time in the office as 
well so that's where I really picked up quite a lot of the office work. 

 

Q. You were talking about the warehouse, was there a lot of people worked there? 

A. No, just this other boy and myself and we measured out the length when the orders came in. The boss 
would go away down to London to Saville Row, all those good places and bring up the orders and it was 
beautiful material he sold and I got a chance for a wee while when I was there to help to buy some of 
the material. Now that was interesting because the salesmen came in with huge patterns with different 
designs of each colour, you know for the suit lengths and we had to pick. Had one piece of that, and 
one piece of that, and one piece of that, so I got quite good insight of the thing there too but again I 
wouldn't go with him to Dumfries. So I was out of a job again and I went on to the Labour Exchange. 
Now that was up in Irvine Place at that time and I think I got about 15/- a week from them but the 
Infirmary job came up. So I went out to the Infirmary Office and I got 7/6d a week. So I lost a good lot in 
that but within the month the boss had risen my pay up to a pound a week. 

 

Q. So you got 15/-d from the Labour Exchange? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. How long were you unemployed then? 

A. Two or three weeks, not very long at all. I hated the feeling of taking money. I really didnae like it at all. 

 

Q. How did you get your job at the Hospital? 

A. I must have got it through the Labour Exchange, they would tell me there was a job there. So I went 
down and I got the job. 



 1185

 

Q. What was that doing? 

A. It was in the Records Office. That was taking record of all the people who came in, y'see it was only a 
charitable institution in those days the Infirmary. No government money came in to it at all. And the 
people would come in and you would record the number and give them a card and you had the big filing 
cabinets which you kept all the details of their illnesses and everything in and it was a big communal 
waiting hall where all the people used to sit when the different clinics were on. But later on they started 
a new bookkeeping system and I went into the back and I was cashier bookkeeper after that. I was 
there about eight years all together. 

 

Q. What year did you start doing that? 

A. I started in 1935 and I left in '44 to have my baby. 

 

Q. What were your hours? 

A. Nine ‘til five and the same again, Saturday morning. We worked all Saturday morning. 

 

Q. After the first month he put your wages up? 

A. Every week after I went there, he put it up every week and gave me the pound a week. It was run more 
or less with a committee of men. All the wealthy old men round about Stirling, all the old business men, 
they would come and each month they had a meeting and I had to have all the figures ready for them to 
study, what we were spending, what we were getting in. And in those days a lot of people, anybody with 
money that died would leave money to endow a bed and even to this day the plaques are up on the wall 
in the hospital, ‘This bed was endowed by such and such a person’ and we had lovely charity parades 
in the summertime. All the people with vans, as many as possible decorated them up and we had a 
lovely parade and the young people all dressed up and they really collected. So we got quite a lot of 
money in that way and inside the hospital there was also a lady, a little nurse box stood and each week 
the boss and I emptied that and counted it up and that went into the money as well. 

 

Q. So you were working there during The Second World War? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. What was it like during the war years? 

A. Well, the soldiers were brought in from the frontline. When I was in the front office and of course we 
couldn't get away to help in any war effort. We couldn't get away to the A.T.S. or anything, one got 
away, one girl but the rest of us had to stay behind and help in the hospital and we were trained to be 
ready for when the soldiers came in. And I remember they came in straight off the train. They must have 
come right off the battlefield because they had all their soiled dressings on their arms and everything 
else and we had to go and take their number and their name and all the particulars about them and 
y'know they were a cheery bunch because I think they were glad to get out of it. Quite a few knew they 
were finished with the war. Then of course everything had to go into duplicate or triplicate or what else 
for the Government. 

 

Q. So you were eight years there? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you go to something else after that? 

A. No, I was married and then I left after that. 

 

Q. Did you live at home the whole time you were working? 

A. Yes, I was always at home. 

 

Q. If you stayed in, in the evenings then when you were a young girl, what sort of things did you do then? 

A. I used to knit, crochet. I read First Aid books because I was really daft on First Aid. We used to have a, 
<..pause..> I joined the V.A.D's, you see, after I left the Guides and we studied First Aid and Nursing and 
we had to pass examinations for that and then some Sundays we went out and helped at the hospital. I 
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quite believe we were more bother than we were worth but however we went out and helped in the 
wards out there. I read a lot, a great reader. 

 

Q. If you went out, where did you go? 

A. On a Sunday we used to go, we walked, most people did, they walked from Stirling to Bridge of Allan. 
That was a great walk every Sunday. Right along the Causewayhead Road, right out to Bridge of Allan. 
We had a coffee or an ice at the Café out there and then walked back again and you hoped that you'd 
maybe meet somebody kinda very special which eventually you usually you did. 

 

Q. On that walk? 

A. On that road, yes, oh yes. A lot of people met their intended in that road, yes. 

 

Q. What about at nights? Did you go out a lot at nights? 

A. Not really, I don't remember going out unless I was going to the Guides or the Rangers or something 
like that. To the V.A.D’s, that was another thing. 

 

Q. Did you go to dances at all? 

A. No, I never went dancing very much, no. We got country dancing at the Guides and things like that. 

 

Q. Did your attitude change towards politics or religion or anything then as you got more independent? 

A. Not very deeply, no. 

 

Q. Did you make new friends with starting work? 

A. Well, different girls but you never really, I don't know, I had a lot of different chums but never really 
anybody very special. 

 

Q. If you went out at nights, did your parents expect to know where you were? 

A. Yes, you always told them where you were going. And anytime I did go out I was really only going to 
Guides or something like that. 

 

Q. Did they want to meet whoever you were going out with? Did they know all your friends? 

A. Well, yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did you have to be back by a certain time? 

A. By a certain time. They knew the time the thing finished and we had to be in and we were in, I must say 
that, we were in. We played a lot around the street lamp, the lamp was on at night and we played a lot 
there but we were in always pretty sharp on. 

 

Q. So what age were you when you got married? 

A. I must have been coming on for thirty. 

 

Q. How long had you known your husband? 

A. I knew him for eight years before I was married to him. 

 

Q. What age was he when you got married? 

A. He must have been thirty-five, thirty-six. 

 

Q. How did you meet him? 

A. I think I met him at the hospital. I met him coming off the bus and we walked up the road. I was going up 
to the hospital and he said afterwards he had an apple in his pocket and he was always going to give 
me the apple but he never got round to doing it. However, I met him then and it was after that I was 
going to the V.A.D's one night and I met him again and he asked me if I would go out to the pictures 
with him and I swithered. However, it started from there. 
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Q. So where did he come from? 

A. He came from Stirling as well, from George Street in Stirling. 

 

Q. Was he from the same background as yourself? 

A. Well, his mother had been a widow, in fact his father died before he was born. His sister and he, they 
were twins and his father died before he was born at all and his mother married again and his step 
brother was killed in the war as well, which was rather a tragedy. He was killed in The Second World 
War. 

 

Q. So did you get engaged? 

A. Yes, uh-huh, we got engaged. 

 

Q. How long were you engaged for? 

A. A good year or two before we got married. 

 

Q. Did you manage to get things like furniture and household goods together? 

A. We got a house without very much trouble because my mother's landlord was pretty good that way, you 
could just write to him. Now my husband worked with the Gas Board. 

 

Q. Did he always work for the Gas Board? 

A. No, he worked with Duff the plumber at one time but eventually he worked with the Gas Board and my 
mother's landlord was a shareholder in the Gas Board at that time. It was a different idea. And because 
I wrote to him and I said that my boyfriend worked in the Gas Board and where I worked, I worked in the 
hospital at that time, it was quite a good recommendation and we got this house. That was 1940, 
<..pause..> Bill was born in '44 and I was married in '43. No time wasted. 

 

Q. How did you manage to get furniture and things together for your house? Did you get things in wedding 
presents? 

A. We got a few things in wedding presents but nothing terribly exciting as regards that. We had to take 
utility furniture which was dreadful, that was utility furniture that was made at that time. Just plain 
wooden furniture, no excitement about it because there was a shortage of everything. 

 

Q. Where did you get that? 

A. We got it from the Co-Operative and we had an awful struggle even to get linoleum for the floor, you 
could hardly get any of those things. 

 

Q. Had you and your husband saved up during the time? 

A. We had saved up but then again it was during the war years, we got married '43 and that was really the 
bad time of the war y'know '39 the war started. 

 

Q. Can you describe your wedding? 

A. I was married in the church, St. Andrew’s Church. My brother gave me away and my mother-in-law 
came and my father-in-law came but they didn't come to the church because my brother-in-law had 
been killed just six months before then; he was killed out in the Middle East. So they didn't come to the 
church but they come to my wedding alright. The wedding was just in the house, we just had it in the 
house. I had the wedding in the church and then we had the reception in the house.  

 

Q. Can you describe what you wore? 

A. Oh yes, I had a nice pink dress and a wee blue hat with a veil in it and a huge bouquet. The bouquet 
was a massive thing of carnations and we went along to Crow and Rodger’s and had our pictures taken. 

 

Q. Did you have to pay for all that yourselves? 

A. Yes, oh yes, I saved up myself. 
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Q. Did you have a honeymoon? 

A. Yes, we went away to Ayr, I remember that fine and of course it was all blacked out at this time, 
because the war was on. Everything was blacked you couldnae see a thing. I went into the back door 
and landed among all the buckets. I remember that and all the room was blacked out, it was really 
awful. However, we had a nice honeymoon. 

 

Q. So did you work at all after you got married? 

A. Well, I worked still in the hospital for a few months after that then I left it to have my family but I worked 
eventually in a butcher’s office and I worked in a taxi hirer’s office. I worked quite a few places. 

 

Q. Was that when your children were older? 

A. When my son was up a bit, when he was eight I started to go out to work again, part-time only. 

 

Q. Did that fit in with his school hours? 

A. It fitted in with his school hours, uh-huh. 

 

Q. So how many children did you have? 

A. Just one, I didn't want any more, one boy that was quite enough. 

 

Q. Did you know anything about birth control? 

A. No, I never thought much about it. I worked in the hospital, that was enough to make me decide to have 
no more family. We used to work in the hospital and I had to do, <..pause..> when I was in the front office 
I would have to away along to the wards and collect all the different papers from the Head Sister. She 
would give you the admission for the night and the people who were let out and all this kind of thing. 
Now that had all to be recorded in our books. You would go along to the maternity ward and there was 
somebody shouting their head off. Now that put you straight off, it put me off. "Oh, my god, oh, my god!" 
That's what really did happen. They would be lying in the labour ward and you could hear all this, it put 
me right off almost having a family. 

 

Q. So then you fell pregnant? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Was it a difficult birth? 

A. Well, I went to Moraig and it was Doctor Cairns. Now she was our Commandant or something like that 
in the V.A.D., she helped us out with different things in the V.A.D's. So I went to Moraig, that was up in 
Snowdon Place or some of those places just off Snowdon Place. So I went there and had my family. 

 

Q. So you never wanted any more? 

A. Never wanted any more, no, one was more than enough. Oh gee I couldnae be bothered with yon carry 
on again! (laugh) 

 

Q. With you working in the hospital did you know more about birth control because of that? 

A. No, we never thought about birth control in those days. I don't ever remember thinking about birth 
control. 

 

Q. Did you not know where you could get advice on it? 

A. No, I never bothered about it anyway. I don't think anybody else that I knew bothered about it. 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. Just at the time, I went into Doctor Cairns and she told me I was pregnant and she told me the time. It 
was supposed to be in June, 2nd June or the 5th of June. Well, just before I was due to have my son, 
my sister was living at the other end of the street and she was due to go on fire watching. Now that was 
the time of the war and I rushed along that street because my mother had had a stroke and she was 



 1189

lying in bed there, my sister was to go fire watching down Wallace Street and I rushed along the street 
and almost fell rushing and I had my baby on the Wednesday, a fortnight before he was due. 

 

Q. Who was in attendance at the birth? Would it be the doctor and the nurse? 

A. It was Doctor Cairns with the nurses as well but Doctor Cairns was more or less, she was the doctor for 
the nursing home, for Moraig. 

 

Q. How long were you in hospital after you had him? About two weeks? 

A. No, no I had to go out because they were really getting busy so I came home a wee bit earlier. I wasnae 
sorry. 

 

Q. Did you stay in bed when you got home? 

A. No, no, I wasnae in bed. 

 

Q. Did you get any help at all? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Health visitors? 

A. No, not that I remember. They maybe come to weigh the baby in a bag but that was all. I never got a 
great deal of help. 

 

Q. How did you feed the baby? 

A. Bottle fed. 

 

Q. If you needed advice about anything to do with the child did you ask your mother or was it the doctor or 
nurse? 

A. Well, my mother or mother-in-law, she was pretty good. My mother and mother-in-law they could help 
you a bit. 

 

Q. How was your husband with the baby? Was he any help? 

A. Oh, he fell down the stairs coming out of the nursing home, he was so thrilled, (laugh) and burst his 
pants. (laugh) He was so thrilled to have a son but mind you not very long after he was going to drop 
him out the window. (laugh) It was one of those bad nights when he wouldnae settle. (laugh) It was fun. 

 

Q. How did you and your husband manage the house keeping in the early years of your marriage? Did he 
just give all the wages to you? 

A. No, he kept something back but he gave me quite a lot, what he could give me anyway, never very 
much, they werenae well paid in those days. 

 

Q. Did you buy everything? Did you decide? 

A. Yes, I did all that. 

 

Q. Things like furniture was that joint decisions? 

A. Well, more or less. He was kinda easy going. He would say well if it suits you, get it if you want it, if you 
are able to pay for it. 

 

Q. Did you know what your husband earned? 

A. Yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember what his wage was? 

A. No, I couldnae just remember but it wouldnae be very much. 
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Q. Can you remember what the rent was then? 

A. No, I've an awfy bad memory for those kinda things. 

 

Q. Was your husband ever ill or out of work? 

A. Well, yes, that was what really was wrong with him, he had rheumatoid arthritis and I met him when he 
had rheumatoid arthritis. He was coming out of hospital and it gradually got worse until he had to give 
up work altogether. 

 

Q. Was that difficult at that time in money terms? 

A. Well, yes it was, but again I could sew. I took in sewing and I went out working part time to the different 
offices and made money there but you were sometimes only allowed to make so much or you were cut 
down a bit you see which was really; they kept you kinda short but I had a good husband. He didnae 
drink, he didnae smoke, so there was no wastage there. 

 

Q. So the likes of when he was ill or any of the neighbours were ill or confined to bed did everybody help 
each other out? 

A. My neighbour was good next door. She would come and help a bit but not really help, I never asked 
anybody for a great deal of help because my husband had a lovely nature, he was awfy easy to deal 
with even though he was ill he never made it uncomfortable for anybody else and he suffered a great 
deal in his day. 

 

Q. You were saying earlier about The Kinema picture house down the Craigs and you got bitten by fleas? 

A. That's right, yes. Somebody would come in with fleas on them, likely the seats got them. 

 

Q. Was that a common thing? 

A. Well, not maybe every time but you got bitten by fleas, uh-huh. 

 

Q. You were talking earlier about your scarlet fever and diphtheria, what other kind of illnesses were quite 
rampant? Did you say tuberculosis? 

A. Tuberculosis was really rampant at that time, that was a bad thing. Quite a lot of friends we knew died 
with it. Youngish women died with tuberculosis. It was an awful thing. 

 

Q. What was the medical care like at that time? 

A. When you took tuberculosis they put you away up to Milnathort. Have you heard about Milnathort? Now 
Milnathort in those days, when you went up there that was your last lap, you were just about finished 
when you went up there to Milnathort. Quite a few of the girls I knew died with tuberculosis. 

 

Q. What were the doctors and nurses like? Did they make regular visits then? Did you have to pay for the 
service like if a doctor called? 

A. I don't remember. Well, my mother would do all those kinda things. We must have paid something 
because there was no free service in those days, nothing like that. There was an old Doctor Chalmers 
that used to come to us. After the war when my brother came home from the war he brought that 
dreadful ‘flu and the whole family was smitten except my father and one sister. Now my father had to go 
out and work and my sister she was working at that time too and we were all lying like dead rats in the 
house and we lay, my brother and I, my sister tells me to this day. My brother and I lay for three days, 
we never ate, we just slept all the time so we must have slept the illness out of us but they were dying 
off, people were dying off all over with dreadful ‘flu. It was after the war. My brother brought it home with 
him, you see my brother was very ill too. My mother she took pleurisy after it and she was taken up to 
the Infirmary, the old Infirmary at that time. 

 

Q. So what were the doctors and nurses like in general? Were they quite friendly or were they very strict? 

A. I don't remember very much about the doctors but I know there was an old Doctor Chalmers he came 
and he said, "You're lying all there, you're lying like pigs." But nobody could do anything about it we 
were all dead with ‘flu. 
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Q. So what was his treatment? 

A. He would just let us lie I would think that’s all. We just lay until it came out of us again. (laugh) There 
was no antibiotics or anything in those days that was never thought about. 

 

Q. Where you lived at this time in Bruce Street when you first got married did everybody have the same 
standard of living or were there some better off than others? 

A. We were more or less all the same, some people thought they were better but more or less all the 
same. 

 

Q. Did you think of yourself as a member of a class at all? 

A. No, everybody was more or less all the same, uh-huh. 

 

Q. So where did you do your shopping then? 

A. Still the Co-Op. 

 

Q. Did any of the local shops give credit? 

A. Lawson’s shop. I think that's about the only one I can think of anyway. 

 

Q. Did the Co-Op give credit? 

A. Yes, they had a scheme. It was a book you got there and you paid up so much a week. I think my 
mother was in that for quite a while and then of course you got your dividend which made a difference 
then too. The more you bought the more dividend you got. 

 

Q. Were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. Away up in Baker Street there were two or three pawn shops but we never frequented those, we were 
never just down to rock bottom but I don't ever see the shops now. There used to be three big balls 
hanging on the wall outside the door and you knew that was a pawn shop. Have you never see those 
things? Those things have all died away now. There was one, two, three balls and you knew that was a 
pawn shop. There was one in Bank Street and one or two in Baker Street, that was the very poor part of 
the town at that time, the Baker Street part. 

 

Q. So this was quite a friendly neighbourhood then? 

A. This was really supposed to be a very good street, it was a really good street to get into. I was always 
very happy here. But I was just asking my neighbour about the washing days. Now we only got a 
washing day once a fortnight. I was Monday, my neighbour down the stair was Tuesday and the one in 
the bottom flat was Wednesday and you stuck rigidly to those days. Once a fortnight because the other 
part got their Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday as well. On Thursday and Friday and Saturday, nobody 
washed on Saturday in those days but Thursday and Friday anybody could put a washing out if they 
wanted but you had to make sure you just took your own day. 

 

Q. Was this when you first got married? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. So where did you wash? 

A. Down in the washhouse, a communal washhouse down there with big wooden tubs. Now, my husband 
would go down on the Sunday night and he filled the boiler with cold water, he set the fire and before he 
went off to work on the Monday morning, he put a light to the fire and by the time I got up the water was 
boiling, ready for washing. 

 

Q. That was quite a help? 

A. It was a help. Then all kinds of weather I went down there and we had the big wooden tubs which we 
had to empty with water first, then start the washing with a scrubbing board. I hated it, I was never very 
fond of housework at any time but that really was a chore. 
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Q. Did you have a mangle or a wringer? 

A. A wringer, a big wringer to work with and then a big tub of cold water at the tap and we just let the water 
run round there and all the clothes got plenty of steeping, plenty of rinsing you see. 

 

Q. It wasn't easy? 

A. Life was hard in those days, oh I'd never like to go back to that kind of thing, no, no. 

 

Q. Thank you very much. 



 1193

 





 1195

1914 Housewife 

 
Interviewee Code J1 
Interview Conducted 30th March 1987 
Interviewer Philip Morgan-Klein 
Transcribed by Katrina Sheperd 
 

Q. Can you tell me where you were born? 

A. Stirling. 

 

Q. In which street? Do you know? 

A. Broad Street. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. Not very long, because, my mother died. She died on the 4
th
 of August, the day The First World War 

started up. And then after that I was kicked about like a parcel between one relative and another. And 
my father went off to France to fight, <..pause..> and then I came, och, I was all over the place, I came to 
St. Ninians stayed with my grandmother went to school. 

 

Q. Did you have any brothers and sisters? 

A. No, no. No brothers or sisters, just me. That was it. My playground was where that dreadful horse is! 
(laughing) At the field of Bannockburn, when it was just the flag-pole, I used to play there quite a lot. 
There was a tin hut there, and the wee man in it sold lemonade Saturdays and Sundays. 

 

Q. Do you remember what your father's job was before he went to war? 

A. A grocer. 

 

Q. And so he had the shop? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did he own the shop? 

A. No. 

 

Q. He managed it? 

A. Yes. As I say my grandfather, his father, he was a gamekeeper. By that time we were living in 
Tillicoultry. 

 

Q. So you had moved away from St. Ninians? 

A. We moved away, I was all over the place, but came back again. Back and forward. Where was I? Old 
Killin, different relatives. 

 

Q. Did you get on well with your grandparents? 

A. Oh, yes. Smashing. 

 

Q.  Were you very close to them? 

A. Oh, yes, very. Very, very close to my grandmother and my grandfather, and my aunts and uncles. I'd a 
lot of aunts and a lot of uncles, a lot of cousins, and I was the youngest. 

 

Q. Did they all dote on you? 

A. Oh, yes, smashing. It was great, lovely. Not in the area though, not in Stirling. We had many relatives as 
I say. The ******s had all married and they were all in the area and they're in the area yet . Some of 
them used to have a restaurant in Stirling, The Wallace Restaurant. It's not there any more and the last 
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member of that family died just three or four weeks ago. But then, well, there were so many of them and 
they were all, <..pause..> you lose touch with them though. But they are in the area, ******. 

 

Q. So your grandparents, were they just like your parents really? 

A. Uh-uh. Yes, by the time my grandmother got me I was just her eighth and there was no nonsense at all, 
but I have her to thank, <..pause..> for everything I know about keeping a house, the cooking, cleaning. 

 

Q. Were your grandparents interested in politics at all? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> yes and they were not Labour. (laughing) They were not Labour. Yes the arguments used 
to be loud and long when the family got together. They were old, they were old people, but their sons 
and daughters came back 'specially at New Year time and the arguments used to be quite fierce. One 
aunt did have Socialist leanings which caused sadness really. But then, Labour then and Labour today, 
two different things. Two different parties almost. But every man to his own kind, but not for me. 

 

Q. What sort of things did your grandparents do in their spare time? 

A. What did they do in their spare time, when they had spare time? Well my grandmother read a lot, she 
knitted a lot, she wrote a great many letters. There were no telephones. We didn't have a telephone. 
She wrote to all her family, who were away, every Sunday. Sent them all the local newspaper, which 
was The Stirling Journal, and the weekly Scotsman. And The Scotsman was the daily paper. I don't buy 
it now, it's decidedly leftwing. <..pause..> What else? Went to church. Carriage came and took us to 
church. St. Ninian’s Old Parish Church. And you daren't miss a Sunday. No, you never missed a 
Sunday. And em, porridge every day of the week, except Sunday, with a different accompaniment. One 
day there'd be treacle, another day there would be syrup, another day there would be brown sugar, 
another day there would be Demerara sugar. But always on a Saturday, treacle and a wee drop 
Sulphur, ‘To clean the blood’, she said. 

 

Q. What about sport, did they take part in anything? 

A. No. Well not as people look on sports nowadays. A gun, shooting, fishing. That also filled the pot. Y'see 
where they were, well before they retired, there wasn't just a fish shop round the corner. We had to 
catch it first, and I learned at a very early age how to gut and skin a rabbit and a hare, and how to pluck 
anything with feathers. And it's something you never ever lose. I got a lot of practice. And cleaning 
brasses, and I still love brass. And cleaning knives. They had all to be cleaned in those days on a knife 
board or with a cork dipped in bath-brick which you took off the brick into a powder. All that had to be 
done. And everything scrubbable was scrubbed. 

 

Q. Do you remember much about your grandparents' house in St.Ninians? 

A. Yes. It was a small house and it was up a stair and the beds were set in the wall, set in the wall. And 
there was two beds in the big kitchen and it had a sink with one tap, running water. And there was a 
coal fire and it was high up, and it had a thing, went up, or down, with two brass handles, and it had a 
fancy frill round it. 

 

Q. Was that like a kind of range? 

A. It wasn't a range. It was that type, but not a range. And it had a white hearth, and it had a step up and 
there was the fire and the oven, and a wee boiler, a brass tap, with water running out. 

 

Q. Did you sleep in one of the set-in beds? 

A. Yes. "Turn your face to the wall and go to sleep now!" After, a big cup of Horlicks, believe it or not, 
made with milk, sittin' on a fender stool at that fire, it was magic. 

 

Q. Was that just you yourself then, with your grandparents? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Did your grandmother ever get anyone to come in and help? 

A. Yes, she did, she did. 
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Q. Was this a sort of daily person? 

A. Latterly, <..pause..> yes, to clean two or three days a week, I can't remember, and washday. But then 
y'see the washdays, well they lasted all day. They lasted from the night before, the procedure was the 
night before. It was an outside wash-house and it had a big boiler and a wee fire underneath it, and that 
was set ready to light six o'clock in the morning. Clothes were steeped in tubs wooden tubs, y'know. 
You don't know. Have you seen a wooden tub? Well, clothes were soaked in cold water and then they 
were washed, rubbed, and then they were boiled and then they were rinsed and then they were blued, 
and then they were rinsed again. And blanket day, which was well maybe the first good, windy day in 
June when the sun was kind of warm; the tubs were carried outside and pailfuls of water were put in 
and all the scraps of soap had been saved up in a big jar and boiling water poured in, that made a soap 
jelly, and that was used for washing woollens, blankets and woollens and things, and a dash of 
ammonia in. And the nice soapy water the blankets were put in and then off came the stockings and 
shoes, and the skirts tied up and you champed them. And your feet were lovely and soft and clean. 
That's how they did it. 

 

Q. Was that a game to you then? 

A. It was a game to me then, but I have a furry rug, and it goes in the bath, and I still get in and champ it. 
(laughing) Sounds daft, but then there you are you see. 

 

Q. Was that a woman who would come in usually to do that? 

A. No, granny was there too. We would all help. And then there was an aunt, an unmarried sister of my 
father's, she was there. And it was two houses. We were up the stair, and an elderly couple down the 
stair, and we helped each other. 

 

Q. Did the person who helped your grandmother do anything else apart from washing? 

A. Cleaning maybe, in the house, scrubbing. 

 

Q. Did she ever look after you? 

A. No. No. 

 

Q. She didn't live-in? 

A. No, she just came. 

 

Q. Were you friendly with her? 

A. Mmmm, yes but, she wasn't one of us, if you know what I mean. She had a drunken husband, and he 
was lazy, and he had an injury to his knee, or was supposed to. I remember this clearly, and asking 
granny for help with this blooming knee, y'see. And granny knew what the man was like. In desperation, 
after many trials without any good, she gave her, I can see it yet, a whisky bottle, and it was filled with 
embrocation to treat a horse with. And I can hear her saying, "There you are, Mrs. ******, if that does no 
good, nothing will!" (laughing) So we never heard any more about the sore leg. 

 

Q. What kind of clothes did you wear then? 

A. What kind of clothes did I wear? Button boots, the very best quality, bought in Miss Ferguson's in Port 
Street in Stirling. An aunt of mine was a dressmaker and made my clothes. But we also had a 
dressmaker, I can remember her name, Miss Dunbreck, and she lived down, you know the Post Office 
in Stirling, down going to Maxwell Place she lived. I think maybe the house is away now, she lived there 
and up a stair, and she did dressmaking for my grandmother, for my maiden aunt at home and me. 
Dresses in the summer, <..pause..> cotton. But always made, they were never bought in a shop, they 
were always made. 

 

Q. Did you wear these sort of ‘pinny’ things? 

A. Yes, I had a pinny, yes, I wore a pinny. And the picture on there of me, that coat was black satin believe 
it or not, because my mother had died, and it had white lace and a bonnet. <..pause..> What else? I 
remember being given a pair of Wellington boots. Now, I had an uncle who was manager of a brewery. 
It was, I think it must've been Newcastle, Edinburgh and Newcastle Brewers. But he was down in 
Newcastle, and he was quite wealthy and he brought a pair of these blooming Wellington boots. And 
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believe me they were lined with fur, real fur and not another person had a pair of boots. And children 
don't like to be conspicuous, I can tell you, and I used to go to that bed at night and pray there would be 
no rain the next day, because I would have to wear those boots you see. However, of course the rain 
did come, and I had to wear the boots, but then they became popular and other folk got them, and well, 
that was it. But it was just one of the things I remember about these, and a coat, a long coat and it was 
sticky, some kind of waterproof stuff and a sou’wester. And we went walking, oh we walked for miles, 
did we not? And, it was my father I think I was with, and we went into a keeper's estate, away up by 
Sauchieburn, and I sat down on a chair with newspapers, and the newspapers stuck to my coat. You 
could've read the news off my back coming home! And I remember being in an awful state because, 
well again, I was attracting attention. Now I had to go to a farm every night for milk. Willie Christie, 
Newpark Farm. There may be Christies in it yet. And in the winter time I used to get away from school 
at three o'clock to go for this milk. I used to take the pitcher to school with me after dinner time, carry the 
milk down, and then on a Friday, I used to have to bring eggs. And it was in a leather bag all specially 
made for these eggs. And sweet milk and buttermilk and butter. And the butter was put into the can with 
the milk. 

 

Q. You didn't have any accidents? 

A. With the milk? Uh-uh. 

 

Q. What happened? 

A. What happened? Well, <..pause..> the accident was really a very wicked thing. If you've ever had a pail of 
something and done like that, (swung it) or a can, well I was doing that. There was a pal with me and 
I'm afraid it slipped and it went about so, <..pause..> I got into trouble. 

 

Q. What happened? 

A. I never got thrashed, I never, ever remember getting that, but I did get hit with a hair brush one day! 
(laughing) I had long hair and granny was brushing it and I was protesting you see, and she, not a hard 
one, but she rattled me with the brush. Y'know my granny, you talk about psychology, and thinking back 
y'know, granny, well dad was away, he was in France fighting y'see, and we were always going to go to 
the Dardenelles granny and I, but always after we'd had our dinner! Then night would come, bedtime 
would come and granny would say "Five minutes in a rumpus" and she would get down on the floor and 
romp about with me on her back, these kind of things. After you had had a while at that you were tired 
and you went to bed and you slept. These kind of things. 

 

Q. She didn't need to threaten you, to get you to bed? 

A. No, no’ grandma, she would get a row, but she would explain why she was doing it, why you know you 
hadn't to do a thing. And then my grandfather he, well he would have me up on his knee, and he would 
take my side of the argument you see. And of course that didn't do at all. But then there's another 
aspect of it, and I didn't realise this until I was quite grown up and had my own family. <..pause..> Now 
they weren't Holy Willies but they went to church regularly. Swearing was quite a common thing. If you 
were angry you swore. The whisky bottle was in sight. Everybody that came in had a dram. Grandpa 
used to think there was something wrong with somebody that didn't have a dram, you know, this kind of 
thing. No one in the family I ever saw the worst for drink. Never at all. Never at any time or anybody in 
the house. But, <..pause..> certain things you didn't do because the neighbours would speak and cause 
talk, you know, about it, and there was great, <..pause..> “What will people say?” “What will people 
think?”, you know. 

 

Q. Did your grandfather ever help your grandmother with things about the house? 

A. No. No. By that time, mind you, he was retired, and he suffered very badly from arthritis. 

 

Q. Did he spend much time with you then? 

A. Oh yes, yes. Yes, I got all the weather lore, plant lore, everything. We would go for long walks, my 
grandfather and I, and twice a year a big cart of logs came in from Airthrey Estate, or Keir Estate and he 
would sit and he would chop. That would be graded and some chopped, some for logs, some for 
kindling, and he would tell you the kind of wood it was, and tell you all about it, oh yes. I was well talked 
to. 

 

Q. And did you have any other chores to do around the house? 
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A. Yes. 

 

Q. Apart from the washing? 

A. Oh yes. The brasses. Every door had a brass finger plate, l’d to clean candle-sticks, brass fender, brass 
handles, had all to be shone. That was a job on Saturday when I got older a bit. Initiated into dish 
washing at an early age and it was a novelty and then the novelty went off of course and I was 
protesting that I couldn't, <..pause..> maybe reach the sink. But that was overcome by a stool y'see. 

 

Q. So you had to get on with it? 

A. Yes, and the same with cooking. "Stand and watch what I do", and then "Chop up the fruit", if it was a 
fruit cake, "You chop that up." And that was how I learned. 

 

Q. Did you make up fires or things like that? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> no, no. But my one aim in life at one time was to whiten that hearth. It was done with 
powder whitening, and it looked a rare job to do. No, no, and polish the steel and that, no. I had to do it 
later on, I mean when a lot older, but not as a child, no. 

 

Q. Did your grandmother do that herself? 

A. Yes, or the wife who came in, or my aunt. 

 

Q. So your aunt was staying with you? 

A. Yes. She stayed there too. And then my other aunts came, betimes, you know. 

 

Q. When you left the school later, did you still do jobs around the house? 

A. Mm-hm. I certainly did. My grandparents were dead by the time I left the school. So I took over the reins 
of running the place. We had a help, you know from the, not that woman, but another one, 'til I was old 
enough. 

 

Q. But you'd been trained by then, eh? 

A. Oh boy, yes, I'd been trained. There's nothing about a house that I don't know too, believe me. And I've 
no patience with mothers who don't teach their daughters how to run a house, how to cook. I think it's 
sad the way; <..pause..> I don't believe in bringing up a family and saying, 'I'll do it myself”. You've got to 
teach them and see that they're able to do it. If a woman cannae keep a house, it's her mother's fault. 
And men too!! 

 

Q. Do you think the boys should be trained as well? 

A. Yes I do. I've two sons and two daughters and they can all manage fine. Well, I don't think; <..pause..> 
I've seen my father at a time, I don't know what the reason was or that, I can picture him yet on his 
knees, scrubbing the kitchen floor. 

 

Q. He didn't see that as women's work then? 

A. No, no. If it had to be done and there was nobody else to do it, he would do it. That's what's wrong with 
men nowadays. It wouldn't do if everybody was like me, mind you, but, <..pause..> I hope you're listening! 

 

Q. Do you remember any sort of favourite meals that you used to have in those days? 

A. Favourite meals that I used to have, <..pause..> favourite meals. I was fed on the fat of the land. D'you 
know that? My grandfather had retired by that time, but I'll tell you, gamekeepers and everybody coming 
in, or the gentry that he'd worked with. Folk from Keir Estate, the young members of the family would 
come and take him away needing advice, what flies to use for fishing y'know. Or if it was deer they were 
after, you know away to the hill. And the keepers and farmers from miles around, we were well stocked 
up. And I turned my nose and I can hear granny saying yet, "My girl, someday you'll just maybe wish 
you had just that.” And it's true enough. All kind of game we had. I don't know what we, well apart from 
butter. Butter, we bought butter and milk and butcher meat. Sometimes we had venison though, y'see, 
but everything else was made at home. 
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Q. Bread as well? 

A. Uh-uh. I still make bread. Oatcakes the same. 

 

Q. Did you have any sort of special things on Sundays? 

A. Sunday, Sunday we had a late breakfast and we had bacon and egg and tea. Through the week, no. 
But on a Sunday, a wee bit later. And then of course there'd be bacon and egg and toast and tea, and 
then we had to go to church, we had to go to the kirk. Came out the kirk and then I had to go to Sunday 
School, and came back. And in the wintertime, on a Sunday, we would have stovies, a plate of stovies 
and an oat cake and a glass of milk, because we had a big high tea earlier than through the week. In 
the summertime, the procedure was the same. Church, Sunday School. Then we had curds and cream 
and digestive biscuits and then you went for a walk, or if it wasn't a good day, you read. Other days it 
was porridge. I told you that already. Yes, that was that. And another thing I loved, so did my 
grandmother, was currant bread, with fresh butter on it, thick. I like butter yet, it's my ruination! 
(laughing) That and, <..pause..> I cannae think on anything special. 

 

Q. Did you ever go shopping with your grandparents? 

A. Uh-uh, yes. 

 

Q. What sort of shops did you go to? 

A. What kind of shops did I go to? Oh, McAree's, the drapers in Stirling. It was there then. Eh, <..pause..> 
Graham & Morton's was there, their one and only big shop, sold ironmongery. I hear they're back into 
King Street again, Graham & Morton. Em, <..pause..> where else did we go to? Oh yes, there was a 
restaurant, Keith and Ralston. They're not there any more. Em, <..pause..> and Elder’s, yes they're still 
there, <..pause..> and then the ******, The Wallace Restaurant, they're not there anymore. I can 
remember relatives in The Wallace Monument used to, there was eggs to go up to The Wallace 
Monument and they were left at The ****** Wallace Restaurant. And my aunt, my maiden aunt and I 
used to go and collect the eggs, y’see, and take them up. But we had gone into Keith and Ralston's for 
a cup of tea, and we had gone to our relatives who had the restaurant to collect these eggs, you see. 
Well, the dining-room was up a few steps. The big kitchen was down below. And there was a stair, a 
winding stair, and in the corner there, there was a wee table and this table was kept just for family or 
friends, they would get a cup of tea, y'see. So we had been to another restaurant and had a cup of tea 
and we were having another one there and I demanded, "Why didn't we have green-handled tea knives, 
like Keith and Ralston's", and gave the game away, you know. Just, why didn't we have these knives, I 
remember that. That was a bad thing to say. And what else now? Oh, I used to visit a cousin of my 
father's in Bruce Street, and we used to go to church with them on a Sunday night. <..pause..> Oh, that 
church, it's not there anymore, it's knocked down. I can remember, I didn't like that church. <..pause..> 
And ‘The Picture House’. First time I was ever at the pictures was ‘The Picture House’. D'you know 
where it was? 

 

Q. Was it near The Craigs? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> no. Coming along the Main Street, along Port Street, Stirling has changed with their, their 
big centre, it was down in the back, in that way. The Picture House. I thought this was great. And an 
uncle took me. Oh, I can smell cigar smoke and my feet sinking in yon carpet yet up the stair. And I 
don't remember the feature, but it was something to do with a railway, and I thought the train was 
coming right at me, and I was getting up to go! (laughing) But the main picture was 'The Merry Widow'. 
I've never forgotten that. 

 

Q. So did you quite often go to the pictures? 

A. No, that was a special treat. Just that, that uncle. Oh no. Now what else did we do? Oh, the Sunday 
School, the soirée, and eh.<..pause..> 

 

A. Did you sing? 

A. Oh yes, I sang. I sang in the Sunday School, the choir. And then the Sunday School picnic, in carts, 
farm carts. A lot of farmers in the congregation and they painted up their carts. You came home with the 
toe of your boots all red paint off the floor, and your tinny with a tape. Yes, and everybody else was 
getting new shoes or boots. Well, I wore boots. Everybody else was getting new ones and new dresses 
because of the picnic, y'see. But my grandmother "No, no, no. You'd get sore feet, you didn't do that 
going to a picnic, you know. You'd wear an old dress, but it was clean, and nothing wrong with it. But 
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no, no, there was no new things. And then I remember the choir at St. Ninians. The headmaster Mr. 
Hastings, he was keen on music and he had a choir, and I was in it, and we went to the festival in 
Falkirk. And we won a shield, and to say thank you, he took us all a trip. <..pause..> We walked from St. 
Ninians to Stirling station, and got on a train for Callander, came out at Callander, and walked to Loch 
Venachar. You know the walk that was. Walked to Loch Venachar, and had our picnic, and he must've 
laid on a boatman, because there was a man there with a boat, and so many of us got in the boat, a 
rowing boat, you know. And when I think, I go there regularly, on a Saturday or Sunday in the car, you 
know, with the dog, he gets a run along the loch. I think, I don't see kids walking that distance the day. I 
really don't. It was a long walk. 

 

Q. When you used to deliver the eggs to The Wallace Restaurant, did you walk? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Had you walked into Stirling? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So you got used to it? 

A. Oh, yes, you had to walk. I stayed up there in my school holidays. Dusted all the ornaments in every 
flat. I wouldn't go up now, the thing's crumbling. 

 

Q. How did you celebrate special occasions like your birthday? 

A. My birthday, <..pause..> a clootie dumpling. Still do for my birthdays. A clootie dumpling, that was the 
thing. Christmas was an ordinary working day. Santa came though. Christmas cards were different. 
They were much more ornate, not very numerous. But oh boy, Hogmanay, New Year was the time. 
Look, I just need to smell a tangerine orange and I'm transported back. Now, we were upstairs, in this 
building, and there was an old couple down. And eh, <..pause..> the one New Year would be brought in, 
in our house, and the next one would be in their house. And eh, <..pause..> one of their sons played a 
violin and the other one played a piano. And my grandmother and the old man in the house sang a duet 
"When Ye Gang Awa' Jimmy”, that kind of thing. The whole family were there, and it was just quite 
something. 
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1914 Shop Assistant; Cork Factory Worker; Worked in a Tearoom; Waitress 

 
Interviewee Code M1 
Interview Conducted 6th May 1987 
Interviewer Flora Thomson 
Transcribed by Katrina Shepherd 
 

Q. And your year of birth. 

A. 26
th
 of July 1914. 

 

Q. And your marital status. 

A. Yes I'm married, yes. 

 

Q. And your year of marriage. 

A. 1933. 

 

Q. Can you tell me where you were born? 

A. Yes I was born in Port Street, Stirling. 

 

Q. Uh-huh. And how long did you live there for? 

A. Not very long, because I don't remember being there. The first house I remember was in Spittal Street. 
But by that time I really was living with my granny because my mother was out working, because my 
father was away to the war. He spent the four war years in Salonika. 

 

Q. And so how many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. I have one step-brother, well half-brother. We had the same mother and a different father. 

 

Q. And how old were your parents when you were born, roughly? 

A. I think my mother was twenty-two. I don't know how old my father was. I never knew my father. 

 

Q. And what was your father's job? 

A. Actually, originally he was a printer, but there seemed to be a lot of strikes and bothers with the unions 
and non-unions even in these days. So he paid a premium to be taught the weaving and he worked at 
Forthbank Mill. 

 

Q. And did he have any other jobs in his life after that? 

A. Well no. He went away to war and never came back. He was dead by the time he was twenty-nine. 

 

Q. And what jobs did your mother have before she married? 

A. My mother was a machinist. She worked in Menzies and she worked in McLachlan and Brown's. And 
then during the war they turned the Smith Institute, if you know where that is, into a work room and they 
altered officers uniforms. And she worked a big electric machine there, and then by the time that was 
finished, and my father had died on the way home of pneumonia, she got a job on the buses. She was a 
conductress with Alexander's Buses. And then there she met my step-father and married him and she 
never worked after that. Women didn't work in these days. 

 

Q. And who looked after the children while your mother worked? Oh, she didn't! 

A. She didn't work after the war was finished. My grandmother looked after me during the war. 

 

Q. And did your parents attend church? 

A. Oh yes. 
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Q. Did they go regularly to church? 

A. Uh-huh, they did indeed. 

 

Q. And did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. Not particularly, no. 

 

Q. You didn't know what parties they voted for or anything? 

A. Oh yes. They voted Conservative. 

 

Q. Uh-huh. And. did they take part in any activities, any political activities or anything? 

A. No, no they didn't. 

 

Q. And did your parents do anything in their spare time 

A. Not really, because my step-father being a bus driver had awkward shifts, you know, he would be early 
shift and then late shift and, <..pause..> they were quite happy on their own, you know. They walked a lot, 
and my mother was one of a family of four sisters. She had three sisters and a brother and this was 
quite sufficient for them. 

 

Q. So she wasn't a member of any Women's Guild or anything? 

A. No she wasn't, no. 

 

Q. And did your parents take part in any sport? 

A. No, I don't think they did. 

 

Q. So what memories do you have of your parents’ house when you were young? That would be in Spittal 
Street wouldn't it? 

A. Yes well, it was quite a small house, just a room and kitchen. The toilet was on the passageway, shared 
by your neighbour. But we had electric light, I remember that. And then we moved over to the; there 
were two buildings, a red building in Spittal Street and one in Baker Street, and a billiard room ran 
underneath the two places. And this was factored by a Mr. Mitchell who lived in the Spittal Street 
building. And they had flat roofs and two washing-houses and two bathrooms. I can remember you put 
a sixpence in the slot or whatever and got hot water for a bath. And then the neighbours all took turns 
washing the top stair, you know, in addition to their own landing one. 

 

Q. And did your mother do all of the housework? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So the washing wasn't sent out or anything like that? 

A. No, no. You went up to the washing-house. 

 

Q. And did she make clothes for the family at all? 

A. She did. She made quite a lot of clothes for me. Being a machinist she could make frocks and coats 
and things. 

 

Q. And did she mend the family's clothes as well? 

A. Oh I suppose she would. 

 

Q. And did you get many new clothes? 

A. Oh yes. We were quite, I suppose you could say, comfortably off, compared to a lot of other people 
around us. We always had a holiday for instance, and I had piano lessons. She bought me a piano just 
after she remarried. And I was awful keen to play the piano so I went for piano lessons for years. My 
mother I may say, drew a pension for me until I was sixteen because I had, my father had died you see. 
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And she got, her own pension would stop when she remarried, but she got, I think it was ten shillings a 
week for me until I was sixteen. A lot of that she would spend on music lessons of course. (laughing) 

 

Q. And did your father help your mother with any of the jobs in the house? 

A. Oh yes, my step-father was a wonderful person. 

 

Q. So did he look after the children and do the decorating and things like that? 

A. Emm well, there was only myself and my young brother. He was ten years younger than I. No, I can't 
remember my father looking after the children. He would certainly help with the spring cleaning, and all 
that sort of thing. 

 

Q. And did you have any jobs around the house to do when you were young? 

A. No, I'm afraid I didn't do very much. My chief activity was reading books. (laughing) But my mother was 
quite young and she was strong and I remember being taught to do the ironing, and things like that, 
darning socks and so forth. 

 

Q. And what kind of meals did you have as a child? 

A. I'm afraid I was a very poor eater when I was young but we had good meals. My mother was a good 
cook. We had our main meal in the middle of the day. We would have soup and meat and potatoes or 
meat and potatoes or a pudding. I can remember she used to make steamed puddings and things like 
that, you know. 

 

Q. And did you have anything different on Sundays? 

A. Not really, no. No, not really. 

 

Q. And did your parents shop at the Co-Op? 

A. Quite a lot, yes. Quite a lot. Most people did in these days. 

 

Q. And so how did you celebrate special occasions like birthday and Christmas time? 

A. Oh well, we would have a dumpling or a party or, you just had something extra. This sounds as if we 
had a very dull uneventful life (laughing) but my parents were very, very happy. They seemed to be 
quite sufficient unto themselves without going out. They certainly never went out to pubs. My step-father 
never drank. 

 

Q. And did your parents ever play any games with you? 

A. Oh yes, we used to play card games. But when I was wee we used to, <..pause..> well things were 
different then, there was quite a lot of kids, maybe a bit older than I am, we used to play round The 
Back Walk, if you know where that is. Maybe go for picnics to The Butt Well and, you couldn't let 
children do that now because they wouldn't be safe. 

 

Q. And were there books in the house, and newspapers and magazines? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes my father was a great reader of newspapers and I was always getting books for my 
birthday and my Christmas and Sunday School prizes and so on. So we always had loads of books. My 
mother was fond of reading, so was my grandmother. 

 

Q. So did you belong to the library? 

A. Oh yes. Yes. 

 

Q. And were you taken out to visit neighbours and friends? 

A. Relatives mostly. Friends occasionally. Yes. I remember we had a friend in Grangemouth, we used to 
go and visit them periodically. 

 

Q. And did you ever have any holidays? 
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A. Oh yes. We had a holiday every year. 

 

Q. And can you remember where you went to? 

A. Well my step-father belonged down in the Border countries. So we used to go maybe Jedburgh or 
Galashiels. I remember being to North Berwick when I was quite young. And then my mother started to 
go to Cullen up in Banffshire. My aunt in Glasgow went there every year for a month with her girl. And 
my mother and another sister used to go up every summer but by that time I think I was working and I 
used to have a holiday with my friends. 

 

Q. And can you tell me how you spent Sundays when you were young? 

A. Well you used to go for walks. You used to maybe go into the King's Park. There was always a band 
playing in the park and a lot of people walked out there in the summertime and we seemed to get better 
weather then. You used to sit and listen to the band. My mother and father, my step-father and my 
mother, were fond of walking. Once I got a bit older, and I suppose my brother too, they used to take 
the bus to Bridge of Allan and walk through the glen to Dunblane, or up over Sheriffmuir or something 
like that. They never had a car. 

 

Q. And did you attend church? 

A. Yes. In fact, after I became fourteen I was never out of the church. I played the piano for the Boys’ 
Brigade Bible Class at ten o'clock and then I walked up to The Holy Rude Church. And then I came 
down to the hall again and played the piano in the Primary Sunday School. And then I used to go to the 
Bible Class at night. 

 

Q. So you were very active then, in the church? 

A. Yes. Yes. They had a Dramatic Club. The superintendent of the Sunday School had this and it met on a 
Thursday night and we used to produce an operetta or something like that every year, and I was in that. 

 

Q. So did you have different clothes on Sundays to wear? 

A. Yes, yes. You had your Sunday clothes that you'd wear. 

 

Q. And were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Yes. Yes indeed. 

 

Q. And religion was obviously important to you then, when you were young? 

A. Yes. It still is. 

 

Q. And did you bring up your children to attend the church? 

A. Yes, mmn mmn. My daughter sang in the church choir for a while actually. 

 

Q. And as a child who did you play with? Your brother? 

A. Neighbour's children. No, there was a big gap between my brother and I, I was ten when my step-
brother was born. And when he was young I used to take him out in his pram. School holidays we used 
to walk out to the King's Park. And there was a farm out there. There still is a farm out there. And we 
used to go and get milk there every day. My mother walked out there with a neighbour summer and 
winter, (laughing) for milk. You stood and waited on the cows being milked and, <..pause..> it was good. It 
was interesting. 

 

Q. And what kind of games did you play when you were a child? 

A. Oh Skipping Ropes. Rounders. Well, not so much Rounders because living in the town you didn't have 
the space. You could do that in the school playground, things like that. We played Peever with balls. 

 

Q. And can you remember any of the songs that you sang when you were cawing the rope or anything like 
that? Or when you were playing with your ball? 
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A. Oh well, <..pause..> I used to play at ‘Tig and Het’ and you used to say, <..pause..> it ended up, "Eerie orie 
you are out". (laughing) I cannae remember really how it went. 

 

Q. And were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Oh I suppose, <..pause..> I never remember being scolded. Not that I ever got very dirty I don't think. I 
wasn't that kind of a child. 

 

Q. And did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. There weren't boys where I was. It was mostly girls. I don't remember playing with boys. 

 

Q. And were you free to play games with anyone you pleased? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. So your parents didn't discourage you from playing with certain children or anything like that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And how did you spend your free time after school? What did you do? What kinds of things? You've 
mentioned walking and picnicking when you were wee. 

A. In the summertime I suppose we would go out and play. And we went out a lot to the park, King’s Park. 
When you lived in Spittal Street it wasn't all that far away really. We played a lot there. I don't remember 
what we played at but, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Yes. And did you collect anything like scraps or cigarette cards? 

A. Oh yes. Scraps was a great thing. There doesn't seem to be anything like that now but, oh yes, you 
saved up your money and you went and bought a sheet of angels or something like that. And you kept 
them in a book and you changed them with other girls. 

 

Q. And did you keep any pets? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And did you take part in any sports at all? 

A. No, I didn't I'm afraid. I had a great ambition to join the Girl Guides and my mother wouldn't allow me 
because I wasnae very strong. I used to take Bronchial Asthma when I was wee and my mother I think 
felt if I joined the Guides it would be too much for me. But that was a great ambition of mine. I would 
loved to have been a Guide. 

 

Q. And did you ever attend the pictures? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. Concerts and? <..pause..> 

A. Yes there used to be a theatre in the arcade called The Alhambra. And there was shows on there. 
Charlie Kembo and people like that. We used to go there and then we used to go to the pictures maybe 
once a week. 

 

Q. And did your parents give you any pocket money? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So how much would it be? 

A. Well once I started to work I got three shillings per week. Mark you my wage was only seven shillings. 
And of that three shillings I had to put money in the church collection, and money in the Sunday School 
collection. (laughing) 

 

Q. So what did you spend your pocket money on as a child? 
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A. Probably sweets. But I would also save some of it to buy Christmas presents. I can remember doing 
that. 

 

Q. And were you given any lessons by anyone before going to school? 

A. No. No. There were no playgroups and things like that in these days. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you first went to school? 

A. I was five. 

 

Q. And what type of school was it? 

A. It was an ordinary Primary School. It was The Allan School, which is still there. 

 

Q. And what did you think of the school? 

A. Well, I liked some of the things we got and I didn't like other things that we got at school. But on the 
whole I was quite happy at school. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. I was a bit afraid of the teachers. They were very strict. Different from now. 

 

Q. So what would happen if someone did something the teachers disapproved of, did they get the strap? 

A. Oh they got the strap. Oh definitely. And it never did anybody any harm. This is what's wrong 
nowadays. 

 

Q. And did the teachers emphasize certain things being important in life like manners and tidiness and 
punctuality? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. And what subjects were you taught? 

A. Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, History, Geography, Bible. 

 

Q. And Needlework? 

A. Yes, yes. And Knitting. Oh that was one of my strong points. I got first for sewing every year. 

 

Q. And did you wear a uniform? 

A. No. Not at the Allan School. 

 

Q. So were you all kind of, <..pause..> could you determine the poorer children? 

A. Oh yes, yes. 

 

Q. From what they wore? 

A. Yes, yes indeed. And there were a lot of poorer children went to Allan School because up at the top of 
the town that was where the poorer people lived. 

 

Q. And what did you do at playtime? 

A. Oh I don't know, I don't remember. You would just chase about and, <..pause..> you only had ten minutes. 

 

Q. Were there any gangs or groups in the school? 

A. No. No. Everybody had their own special friend that they foregathered with, you know. 

 

Q. And did you go on to another school afterwards? 



 1209

A. Well, I didn't want to go to the High School and stay there until I was fifteen. I was quite pleased to be 
getting left school. And the Riverside School wasn't built then. So after you became twelve when you 
had passed the Qualifying Examination, the first year Advanced Division, what they called it, the girls 
went to the Craigs School and the boys went to the Territorial School along there. And then you both 
came to the Allan School for your last year at school. I enjoyed my last two years at school. By that time 
I was sorry I was leaving. I was wishing I had gone to the High School. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you left school? 

A. Fourteen. 

 

Q. And would you have stayed longer if you'd had the opportunity? 

A. If I had thought about it. I could have stayed longer if I had gone to the High School. I could've stayed 'til 
I was fifteen. 

 

Q. So did you have any part-time jobs or any ways of earning money when you were at school? 

A. No. No. 

 

Q. So what was your first full-time job? 

A. I worked as an assistant in the china department of McCulloch and Young's Departmental Store. Now I 
left school in June and I didn't get a job until November. It was just as difficult to get a job then as it is 
now. And in the event because my aunt had been Mr. McCulloch's secretary that I got that job. Because 
there was a lot of people for every job that was advertised. And there was no money forthcoming. There 
was no dole money in these days. Your parents just kept you. 

 

Q. So could you describe the work you did as a shop assistant? 

A. Yes. I had a great deal of dusting to do, because the china was all displayed. But then you served 
customers, if you got a big order it had to be packed in a box carefully with straw and so forth, so that it 
wouldn't break in transit. 

 

Q. And how did you learn the job? Did you watch others or were you trained? 

A. Well, I was trained. There was an older woman in the department and she taught me what to do and 
how to give change. You didnae have tills like they have nowadays whereby you press the buttons and 
the amount of change comes up the front. You didn't have that, you had to count it out for yourself. 

 

Q. And what hours did you work? 

A. I worked from nine o'clock until half past six every night except Saturday. You worked 'til nine o'clock on 
a Saturday night. You had a half day on a Wednesday. 

 

Q. And were there any breaks for meals? 

A. Yes you had an hour off for lunch. And I think, <..pause..> yes you did, you had ten minutes for a cup of 
tea mid-morning and mid-afternoon. 

 

Q. And what were you paid? 

A. Seven shillings a week for the first year. And then I got a rise of sixpence. I don't remember just how 
many rises I got but by the time I left at the age of eighteen and a half to get married I had seventeen 
and sixpence a week of a wage. 

 

Q. And did you feel that was a fair wage? 

A. Well it was just what everybody else was getting. (laughing) 

 

Q. And did you give any of the money to your mother? 

A. Oh I gave it all to my mother, and got back pocket money. 

 

Q. So did men and women work together in the department store? 
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A. In the shop there were certain places where there were men, yes. In the gent's department there were 
men and in the, what they called 'the heavys' where they sold material, you know, bales of stuff, there 
were men. And in the furniture department there were men. And there were boys unpacked the dishes 
and so forth, you know, when they came in. The furniture department was really fronted onto Spittal 
Street. You could go right through from Baker Street right through into the furniture department, but it 
had an entrance on Spittal Street and a window down where that horrible new building is, you know. 
And then there was a door where they put the goods, you know, the goods that were coming into the 
shop were put in there. 

 

Q. And was there a Work’s Club or a works outing or anything like that? 

A. No, no, we used to, <..pause..> everybody got on well together as far as I can remember. 

 

Q. Could you talk away to each other and things like that? 

A. Oh yes. Oh yes, but I had two special friends in the shop and one of them I'm still friendly with yet. We 
were visiting her last night. 

 

Q. And so how did your employer treat you? 

A. Oh, he treated us quite well. I can remember he wouldn't allow his assistants to cut their hair and when I 
went there all the girls had earphones or buns at the back or something. And then eventually he had to 
relax that ruling because the new ones coming in all had short hair, you know. 

 

Q. And did you enjoy the work that you were doing? 

A. Yes, I did. found it very interesting; china and ironmongery. 

 

Q. And so how long did you do this work for? 

A. Until I was married. I was married before I was nineteen. And then I was back there again during the 
war. 

 

Q. In the same department? 

A. In the same department. One day I went in to buy stockings and by this time old Mr. McCulloch was 
dead. It was his son who was the boss and he spoke to me and said, "You don't feel like coming back 
and taking charge of the china department do you? Mrs. ****** has had a nervous breakdown." And I 
said, "Well, my husband is expecting to be called up. I'll be looking for a job right enough.” "Well come 
down and see me." So I started again and I was there for quite a few years. And I discovered how this 
woman had had a nervous breakdown, because china was, <..pause..> dishes were scarce. And 
whenever you got in a crate of cups and saucers you were mobbed . Oh dear, it was terrible! It was. I 
liked the work though. 

 

Q. And so you told me that you worked also as a waitress. Was that after? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes, that was long, long after, yes. All long after. 

 

Q. So can you tell me what the waitress job was like? Where it was and what you did? 

A. Well, I couldn't go out and work during the day at that time because I had to be in to answer the ‘phone. 
My husband was out working and we had a, we have a business you see. And I had to be in to answer 
the ‘phone. But I felt like everybody else, I could do with a little more money. So one day a friend, 
<..pause..> oh I had several jobs, after I left McCulloch and Young's full-time job when my husband, when 
he came back home, I felt it was too much being out all day. And anyway the girl below me was needing 
a bigger pay and I thought it was time this lassie got my job. In the event she didnae get it. They 
advertised for somebody else, but that's another story. And I got a job in the Kork 'n' Seal working from 
eight 'til one o'clock. And I got thirty shillings a week for that. 

 

Q. And could you describe what you did? 

A. Oh I hated it! I felt as if I was buried alive. You know, you went down there in the wintertime, it was dark 
when you went in and it was, <..pause..> (sigh) by the time I got home it was always maybe half past one 
or a quarter to two. I was putting, glueing tops onto corks. I did that for a wee while. And then I got a job 
in Millar’s Tea Rooms from eight 'til ten. I got the same money and did a bit of cleaning. And, och it was 
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long after that, that this girl I knew said, "I'm going out to work at The Royal Hotel at a function. What 
about coming, he's looking for more waitresses." And I said, "Oh, I don't think I could do this silver 
service." "Och yes you could. Just follow me." So, I went and that was how I started that. I worked for a 
wee while in The Royal Hotel and then somebody in The Allan Water got my name and I used to go up 
there at weekends. By this time I mean, my daughter was, <..pause..> I should probably say that my son 
was eighteen nearly when my daughter was born. And she was by this time about eight years old or ten 
years old or something like that. And it suited me to go out in the evenings or at weekends. And I really 
liked the work. 

 

Q. So was it part-time work then 

A. Yes. It was just part-time. What they called 'jobbing waitressing'. You just went when they needed you. 

 

Q. And did you get a fair wage? What were the hours like? 

A. Oh you didn't get a fair wage really. (laughing) You got ten shillings for going out and working an 
evening, doing a dinner, something like that. I think it was ten. 

 

Q. And did you enjoy your work? 

A. Yes I did. I liked it. I liked the company, I liked the women I worked with and I worked in The Sword and 
I worked in The Golden Lion. I enjoyed it. 

 

Q. And so, so to get back to when you started full-time work, did you have a room of your own where you 
could entertain friends in the house? 

A. I didnae, <..pause..> well yes, there was a sitting-room, yes, there was a sitting-room with, <..pause..> my 
piano was in it and so forth. If I had friends in we used to have a party occasionally, some of my 
workmates and myself and we would take turn about at having it in our own different houses. 

 

Q. And did starting full-time work change your relationship with your parents at all? 

A. No. I had a great relationship with my parents. 

 

Q. And how did you spend your Sundays when you were working? Did you go to church? 

A. Yes, I told you I went into church, in the morning, and the Sunday School after it. 

 

Q. And did your religion mean more or less to you after your childhood? Does it still mean more? 

A. Och no. <..pause..> I'm no deeply religious, but I do believe in right and wrong and I think, <..pause..> I think 
people get punished eventually if they do wrong. 

 

Q. And did you start to take an interest in politics then when you were working? 

A. No. Not really. 

 

Q. So how did you spend your free time? Did you go to any clubs or organisations? 

A. Well, my free time was spent in the Church Hall, the Girl's Guild and the Operatic Society and the Life 
Boys, and then we used to go to dances. There was a set of rooms. They were called the Windsor 
Rooms and they were in Port Street. It was a shop, a baker’s shop. A very high class baker’s shop 
called Keith and Ralstons. It was a lovely shop. And these rooms were up above Keith and Ralstons. 
They were called the Windsor Rooms. And people used to hire them for maybe the Cricket Club would 
have a dance, and things like that. And you would sell tickets and you would get a ticket and you would 
go to the dance. 

 

Q. And did you make any new friends? 

A. Yes I did. I met new friends that I met when I was at work. 

 

Q. And were there any special places where boys and girls could meet? Was it basically at the dancing 
and things like that? 
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A. Yes. Yes. There was a dance, there was a Rifle Club Hall out in St Ninians in about where the Mayfield 
Centre is, as far as I can remember it was somewhere about there. And they had a dance, a Whist 
Drive and a dance once a fortnight. And that's where I met my husband actually, well more or less, and 
we used to go to these, there were older people there too, you know, the members of the Rifle Club 
would be there. A lot of young people went, it was a very nice social evening. 

 

Q. And did your parents meet your friends that you had made? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. In fact I'm going to see a friend today that I met at school. And, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So you still keep in touch? 

A. Yes, we're very close friends. I spent a lot of time down at her house when I was young because she 
had three brothers and it was a cheery house, you know. 

 

Q. And did your parents expect to know where you were? 

A. Oh yes. I had to be in at ten o'clock, not later. Half past nine on a Sunday night, or else my father would 
be out looking for me. Now I hear them going along there at one and two in the morning, shouting and 
screeching and you wonder what kinds of parents they have that allow their children to be out to that 
hour. 

 

Q. And so what age were you when you married? 

A. I was nearly nineteen. 

 

Q. And how did you meet your husband? 

A. Well, I met him first of all at a party. His friend worked in our shop and we got, <..pause..> somebody 
decided we were going to have a party. And he brought his friend and that's where I met him really. 

 

Q. And where did your husband come from? 

A. He lived in the Wellgreen. Funnily enough, that's where my own father came from too, the Wellgreen. 

 

Q. And so how long were you engaged for? 

A. Oh, just about six months. 

 

Q. And did you save up money before you got married? 

A. Oh yes you saved up money. 

 

Q. And did your parents help you in setting up a home? 

A. No. Well they didnae help us when we had enough money to furnish our first home. My parents helped 
in lots of ways. I had very good parents. 

 

Q. And could you describe the wedding that you had? 

A. Oh no there was just, we were married in the house. Actually my grandmother lived next door to us so 
the meal was all laid out in her front room. And we were married in our front room. And we just went 
away for a few days. Actually, Jim had had an accident, had come off a roof, not long before we were 
married so I think the wedding had to be put back for a week or two if I remember right. 

 

Q. And how old was your husband when you married? 

A. He was just a year older than I am. He was nearly twenty and I was nearly nineteen. 

 

Q. And what was your husband's job when you married? 

A. He's a slater, he worked with his father. 

 

Q. So has he always worked as a slater? 

A. Slater and plasterer, yes. 
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Q. And, you mentioned that you continued to work after you were married? 

A. Not at first. 

 

Q. Not at first? 

A. Oh no. It was war time before I started to work. Women didn't work in these days. It's the war that 
changed everything. 

 

Q. And so how did your husband feel about you working? 

A. Well my husband, he was away. And my mother used to give us our lunch, Jack came up from school 
and we had our lunch and, my mother watched Jack quite a bit. By that time he would be what, 
<..pause..> he would be eight years old or something like that. He was at school. 

 

Q. So where did you live after you married? 

A. Well our first house was in Union Street, but it was a bit damp, and it was just a small house and at the 
time my father-in-law owned this property. He had bought it so that he could have ground up there for a 
yard to keep his slates and chimney cans and ladders and what have you. And when this house 
became vacant, my mother-in-law said, "Would you like to come up here?" So we did. 

 

Q. So you were talking about your first house. 

A. Yes. Then we moved up here. I thought, Four rooms, what can we not do with four rooms? So, it 
wasnae a house like this, it was needing an awful lot done to it, but we've gradually over the years 
improved it. We've been living here ever since. 

 

Q. And did you have any children? 

A. Yes I had two children, I had a son and a daughter. 

 

Q. And was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. Well no, I would've liked more but we couldn't afford to keep more. 

 

Q. And did you know what to expect in childbirth? Did you read any books up? 

A. No I didn't know. Just as well. It was just as well. I didn't know what to expect. 

 

Q. And were your children born at home? 

A. Yes they were. In these days there were nurses, three or four of them in the town. You booked them for 
a fortnight, and they came and lived in, looked after the baby and you, and did the cooking, and tidied 
up. They didn't do a lot of housework but they kept they house tidy and that's how I had both of my 
children. There was also a nurse who went around, she just went in night and morning. She brought half 
of the bairns in the town into the world I think, Nurse O'Donnell. She was a well known and well loved 
woman. And you know people that maybe didnae have room for her or, <..pause..> couldnae afford a 
nurse to live in, she went night and morning and looked after the baby and the mother. 

 

Q. And how did you feed your first baby? 

A. Well I breast fed him for a while and he wasnae thriving so he got put on the bottle and he throve like a 
mushroom after that. 

 

Q. And if you needed any advice, who did you ask? 

A. My mother. 

 

Q. And did your husband have a lot to do with the children when they were babies? 

A. Yes he did. He was very good with them. 

 

Q. So how did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 
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A. Well he came in and handed over his wages and he got back his pocket money. And I just did the best I 
could with it. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel you had to struggle to make ends meet at all? 

A. Oh yes, often. All the time. But then everybody was the same. More or less. 

 

Q. And how did you manage if your husband was out of work or sick or anything  

A. Well he never was sick and he never was out of work. But, holiday time, <..pause..> he didn't get paid for 
holidays in these days. He got one week in the summertime and three days at New Year time. And you 
didn't get paid for that so you had to save up for this. You knew it was coming you see. 

 

Q. And if you yourself were ill or confined to bed, how did you manage? 

A. My mother came up. My mother came to the rescue. (laughing) Not that I was ill often. 

 

Q. And did the same happen when your children were born? Did your mum come up and help? 

A. Oh yes. Yes. I had a very good mother-in-law too. But she died when she was quite a young woman, 
well, in her sixties. But she was a nice, <..pause..> she was good to me, I was very fond of her. 

 

Q. And where you lived, did all of the people have the same standard of living do you think? 

A. Here? Yes. 

 

Q. And were there any toffs in the neighbourhood? 

A. No. Not in Cowane Street I'm afraid. They were all working people. But decent, you know. 

 

Q. Who were considered the most important people then, if anyone was? 

A. How do you mean? 

 

Q. Well, did you think of yourself as being in a different class from some other people? 

A. No, no. No, no. 

 

Q. So did you think of yourself as being a member of the working class? 

A. Oh yes, we definitely were that. 

 

Q. And was it possible to move from one class to another 

A. I suppose it would've been if you maybe made a lot of money and bought a house somewhere else, I 
suppose you could have. 

 

Q. And was your home rented then? 

A. It was then. Rented from my father-in-law, actually. And he sold us half of the building just after the war. 
So we had to buy this house back again from Mr. Hogg. 

 

Q. And did the local shops ever give you credit or tick 

A. I never ever, <..pause..> I suppose they did, but I never ever asked for credit. I had a horror of getting into 
debt. But in these days everybody had a Co-Operative Club. There was the Co-Operative office at the 
foot of Friar Street, where the funeral place is now, up that stair. And you, depending on how much you 
could afford you had a £2 club or a £5 club. Mind you, you could get a lot for £2 in these days. 

 

Q. And were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. Yes, there was one up in Baker Street at the foot of Bank Street. Yes, the three gold balls were out, 
Hill’s pawn brokers. I never had to frequent that place so I, we werenae all that poor. 

 

Q. And was your area a friendly neighbourhood? 
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A. Yes, everybody was friendly. Everybody knew everybody else. There were no washing machines in 
these days. Outside washing-house, one at this side and one at that side. And on your day of the 
washing-house you went down in the morning early and lit the fire under the boiler, filled it up with 
water, and when it was hot you went down and did your washing and neighbours would come down to 
brush the rugs and chat to you and we were all very friendly. 

 

Q. And do you have any memories of The Second World War? 

A. Yes, yes. Not a lot because I wasnae involved in any way. I've often thought if I hadnae been married 
I'd have joined one of the services. But, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Do you remember rationing? 

A. Oh yes everybody remembers the rationing. You got one egg per book per week, and two ounces of 
butter and quarter of a pound of sugar, and something like that. Yet we all managed to live. It was a 
great treat, by that time I was, well, when I went to work in McCulloch's we would get, there was a lot of 
farmer people came in to McCulloch's shop and they would say, "Oh dear, I've got the mill coming next 
week. You dinnae think you could keep me some cups could you?" And I would say, "Well if there's any 
come in I will. I'll keep you half a dozen." And they would bring in maybe half a dozen eggs for getting 
these cups, you know. What a treat! Half a dozen eggs was like somebody giving you a £5 note today, 
you know. (laughing) 

 

Q. And do you remember what you were doing when peace was declared, V.E. Day? Was there 
celebrations in Stirling? 

A. Oh, there would be celebrations everywhere. I just don't remember all that much about that. I'll tell you a 
thing I do remember the night of the Clydebank raid, you know the sirens went and it was four maiden 
ladies that lived above me and they had decided that the top flat wasn't a good place to be in an air raid, 
they would come down here if the sirens went and there we sat out in the lobby because there was no 
glass there you see. I can remember that fine and the aeroplanes went droning over all night, you knew 
the beat of the German planes you  know, they went over and it was the next day before we discovered, 
before we heard about Clydebank being bombed so badly. 

 

Q. You also said that you remembered in childhood listening to the soldiers down from the Castle? 

A. That was in The First World War when I was very young, yes. 

 

Q. Can you tell me about it again 

A. Well, I can remember hearing the soldiers feet marching down the street and the bagpipes playing. 
Maybe being it dark in the wintertime and my grandmother used to say, "Oh dear, that's another lot of 
Iaddies away to France. I wonder how many of them will ever come back." You know. My uncle Johnny 
was in France and my mother's sister's husband was in France and he was taken prisoner of war. My 
father was out East, you know he was in Salonika which is near enough Greece isn't it, Turkey or some 
place like that, he was there all the war. My uncle Johnny was wounded in France and he was brought 
over to hospital in London. I remember my granny and grandfather going down to visit him and he used 
to tell us the stories about their kilts used to get, there was as many lice in the folds of their pleats, they 
used to run a match up them to kill them off and they were caked with mud. If you have ever read any 
books The First World War you will realize they were wading about in muck. It was a dreadful war, The 
First World War. 

 

Q. And you were saying that you remember that after The First World War that there was an outbreak of 
diphtheria or something? 

A. No, it was influenza and they say it killed more people than what were killed in the war. That was what 
happened to my father I think, and it went into pneumonia and he died, he was ill coming home on the 
boat and they put him in Toranto in Italy, into hospital there, but he died. I remember the Minister 
coming to see my mother and his friend came to see my mother after he got home and he said if he had 
only reported sick earlier, this needn't have happened but he was so keen to get home, that he thought, 
och he had never really been much ill and he thought, “Och, I'll throw it off.” However, as it turned out I 
never missed him because I had such a good step-father. 

 

Q. And you were mentioning about your husband he went down to London didn't he during the war? 



 1216

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What did he do? 

A. You see most of the slaters and the joiners in the town were members of the fire brigade, they didnae 
have a full time fire brigade like they have nowadays, they were all mostly part-time and if there was a 
fire, a fire horn blew and they all left their job and ran to the fire-station. So that when he was called up 
he was, instead of going into the armed forces, he was put into the national fire service and he was a 
dispatch rider down at Goosecroft there for a while. I don't remember how long but when they asked for 
volunteers to go down and repair the damage that the doodlebugs were doing in London he volunteered 
because he was sick of the fire brigade and he went down to London and he was there for about a 
couple of years and whenever there was a, you know, it was the doodlebugs to begin with then it was 
the V2's and they were missiles that were directed and they just fell and maybe demolished a whole row 
of houses and they were repairing this damage. 
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1914 Office Worker 
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Transcribed by Katrina Shepherd 
 

Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1914. It was the ninth of June, and it was just really two months before the start of the, <..pause..> World 
War One. 

 

Q. Where were you born 

A. Upper Craigs in Stirling. 98, 98 Upper Craigs, Stirling. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. I lived there until 1935 I think it would be. And then we moved up to 52 Upper Craigs, that was nearer 
the centre of the town. And then of course I was married in 1939 but then, in these days, there was no 
houses and nearly everybody stayed with their parents in these days until a house was available, you 
see. So we were really there until, <..pause..> when did we move out here? 1955. 

 

Q. And did you have any brothers and sisters? 

A. Yes. I had three brothers, who were several years older than me, my oldest brother was nine years and 
so many months older than me, and the middle one was, <..pause..> well I had three brothers who were 
born in three years let's say. One was born in 1905, the third one was born in 1908, and my middle 
brother was born in between there if you understand me. 

 

Q. So there's about three years between all of you? 

A. So there's like three, <..pause..> uh-huh, that's right. And, no, after that, there was a gap of about six 
years, and then I was born you see in 1914. 

 

Q. And can you remember how old your parents were when you were born? 

A. No but I could tell you I think, <..pause..> they must've been thirty-four because they were both born in 
1880. 1880 to 1914, that's thirty four years isn't it? So they must've been both thirty-four because they 
were both the same age actually. Well, they were both in the same year. 

 

Q. And what was your father's job? 

A. Well, he was a spring-maker; a blacksmith. But not a blacksmith, not, <..pause..> he didn't shoe horses, 
you know, he worked with iron. In fact I've a book there, this is what I brought down too - it's an old 
street directory of Stirling. And this is what he's listed in the directory as, ‘James Martin, Spring-maker.’ 
And he used to tell us that he was the only spring-maker within a radius of twenty miles round about 
Stirling, you know, Glasgow was the nearest. 

 

Q. Oh really! And was that his main occupation, did he do anything else? 

A. No, nothing else, no, nothing else. 

 

Q. Did your mother work before she got married? 

A. Before she got married? Yes. She worked in The Stirling Observer at that time. 

 

Q. Did she? 

A. Uh-huh. Now at that time, nearly all the females in the town worked in mills you know; spinning mills, 
carpet mills and that. But she worked in The Stirling Observer. And she worked as a folder, there was 
no machines for folding the papers. I've a thing up there, I must let you see it, it's just like an ivory book 
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mark you would think. And this was it, they were all folded by hand, y'see. And she had to press it down 
with this to save her fingers. 

 

Q. And did she stop work when she got married? 

A. Well, oh yes she would. No married women worked in these days. 

 

Q. And did she ever work after at all? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Not at all? 

A. No, no, no. 

 

Q. That's very interesting. 

A. She worked bringing up this family. (laughing) She'd hard work too when I think on it. Well, if you think 
of all the benefits that we have, I mean they did work, they'd no time to work outside really. 

 

Q. Did they attend church or not, your parents? 

A. Yes, the St Ninian’s Old Parish Church down here. 

 

Q. Oh yes. And was that both your mother and father? 

A. Yes, aye they were both members there. 

 

Q. And were they interested in politics? 

A. Not really, but my mother, she used to tell us a story about; <..pause..> she'd an old uncle and aunt who 
came from Glasgow, and they used to come to The Glasgow Fair, well you know The Glasgow Fair was 
the sort of main holiday time in Scotland. And, it must've been her father, <..pause..> now I don't know 
which was which, one was Whig and one was Tory, and they'd come through, this particular Glasgow 
Fair Saturday, to stay for the weekend, you see, on holiday, and they quarreled about politics. And this 
aunt and uncle, they slept out in the King's Park that night before they would sleep under the same roof 
as my grandparents. (laughing) But my own father and mother, they weren't terribly politically minded. 
But you see, as I say, it was Whigs, that's like Liberals, and Tories. Not the sort of present day Labour 
and Tory. 

 

Q. Do you know which one your parents voted for? 

A. Oh they were all Tory. 

 

Q. They were all Tory? 

A. Uh-huh, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And what did your parents do in their spare time, can you think? 

A. I don't, (laughing) I don't know really if my mother had much spare time, <..pause..> wait 'til I think, 
<..pause..> you see, when you say ‘spare time’, they didn't really have much spare time. Well, she was 
making meals for the family, and of course we all went, <..pause..> well, the school was local, we were 
home at midday and we were home in the evening, and my father was home for his meal at midday. 
And she was really, sort of cleaning and making meals. But in the afternoon, the sort of outing was, you 
went up to the shop for something for the tea, something for tomorrow's dinner. You see there was no 
fridges, you had to shop day by day. 

 

Q. Was she in the Women's Guild or? <..pause..> 

A. No. No. She never went out much in the evening at all. I don't remember what we did in the evenings, 
d'you know that? We used to sing a lot actually. 

 

Q. Oh that was nice. 
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A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did she read? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. But she wasn't a knitter either. 

 

Q. Was she interested in sport at all? 

A. No. My father and brothers were great football fans, but she wasn't interested in sport. Well, not that I 
can remember, not that I remember. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of the house, or was it a flat in Upper Craigs? 

A. Oh it was only a room and kitchen, it was a huge room and kitchen, you know. Well, of course we were 
all brought up, more or less, <..pause..> I mean that was the usual thing in these days, you know, big 
rooms and kitchens. And all the facilities were outside you see; toilets, washing houses. If you'd a bath 
you waited 'til the washing day was done then you had your bath in the washing-house, you see, this 
sort of thing. 

 

Q. And how did you work the sleeping part of it then, between one room and a kitchen? 

A. Well, there was a bedroom, there was a bed in the kitchen of course, that was, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was that like a wee recess? 

A. Uh-huh, that's right. It was recessed. It was curtained off. And then my brothers, they slept in the other 
room, there was two beds there. But I was farmed out, well I don't mean really farmed out! But I was 
farmed out. I had an aunt and uncle who stayed, we stayed in 98, they stayed in 106 and I was farmed 
out. It was two daughters that was there y'see, so I was farmed out, that was my sleeping 
arrangements, to sleep with them. 

 

Q. And did your parents sleep in the recess? 

A. They slept in the recess, the boys slept in the room. 

 

Q. So, you didn't have any lodgers or anybody else? 

A. Oh no! (a lot of laughter) We'd no room for lodgers. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework herself? 

A. All herself. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. And the washing and everything? 

A. Yes. And this particular family, my cousins and uncle, their mother died when they were quite young so 
really, my mother, although it was several households, she really managed both of them. It was a great 
concern. But, I don't know, there was a great community spirit in these days, uh-huh. It really was, 
<..pause..> it was entirely different. No Home Helps. If anybody was ill, you know, your, well your 
neighbour your immediate neighbour, or a neighbour you were friendly with, came in to help and, 
<..pause..> even in dying, you know, you sat up with the person and everybody took turn about of sitting 
with the person who was dying. It's different. It's different days altogether really. 

 

Q. So, she had to do washing for her own and? <..pause..> 

A. She washed, uh-huh, she washed, well it was her sister you see, her sister's family, her sister died in 
1920 and she more or less, you know, as I say, controlled the two households. And then when the 
younger of the two daughters left school, she sort of took over, you see, and she helped with the 
washing. But prior to that my mother did, aye my mother did, she did do the washing for the whole lot. 

 

Q. Mending clothes and things like that? 

A. Mending clothes, uh-huh. No wonder she had no time for sport or entertainment! (laughter) 

 

Q. Did you get many new clothes? 
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A. <..pause..> Well, we were never so poor that I never had new clothes. But, she used to say it cost more to 
clothe me than the boys, because she says, “A pair of trousers and a jersey”, well, we would talk about 
sweaters, but a pair of trousers and a jersey in these days and the boys were dressed you see. But you 
see I had to have skirts and frocks and what have you. That because of these different years between 
us, well, or maybe my father's pay was bigger by that time, I don't know, but she seemed to have more 
money to spend on me than she had to spend on them. 

 

Q. I suppose she could use hand-me-downs with the boys as well? 

A. Well, I'll tell you, these two cousins I'm speaking about, you see, I was the third . There was the older 
girl and then Chris and then me. And of course I got, <..pause..> that I fell in for quite a few of their things 
too, now that I remember. You know, you forget these things until you speak about them again. As I 
say, we never really thought we were poor because everybody was in the same category I think, you 
know, we never, <..pause..> I don't know. We never thought of ourselves as being poor. Although, I mean, 
maybe according to today's standards we were, but I mean at that time, we just never thought about 
ourselves being poor. 

 

Q. You were just content with what you had? 

A. That was it. Mmn mmn. 

 

Q. And did your father help your mother in the house at all? 

A. Yes, well, I don't remember this because as I say, there was this years difference between the boys and 
I. But apparently, he always undertook to put the boys to bed, that was his job at night. And he had a 
penny whistle, and that was how he got them to bed, playing 'Scotland the Brave' on this penny whistle 
and they all marched, you know. The three of them through to bed, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did he used to do decorating or repairs in the house? 

A. Yes, uh-huh, well, there wasn't so much papering in these days, it was, <..pause..> well I think the 
bedroom was papered because it had roses in it, I remember that right enough. But the big kitchen, it 
was oil painted you know, about half roads up and then, well it would be emulsioned now but it was, 
<..pause..> would it be distempered in these days? It wasn't, <..pause..> it was a sort of, <..pause..> what 
colour would it be? Oh something like, oh not as dark as that. A sort of pinky distemper you would think, 
above the, <..pause..> and this was done when we were all in bed, so that everything was dried in the 
morning you see, when we got up. 

 

Q. Really? I see, that's really interesting. And did you have any jobs to do around the house? And the 
boys, did they all have wee tasks to do? 

A. The boys, I think, you see the boys, <..pause..> by the time I got to school length, the boys were really 
leaving school, you know everybody left school at fourteen in these days, and, em, they were working. 
But eh, I helped around the house. I used to do well, washing, <..pause..> washing up rather, not washing 
because I mean, as I say, the washing-house was outside, and it, <..pause..> you know, it was the old-
fashioned style. The boiler had to be lit before you could start off in the first instance. You'd to have a 
boiler of hot water before you could start. I don't remember doing it much, until we moved further up the 
Craigs. I used to do it then. But not so much when I was younger I don't think. 

 

Q. And the boys didn't have much to do? 

A. And they didn't. No, and they didn't, <..pause..> they didn't do so much. I don't remember them doing very 
much. 

 

Q. What about after you left school, did you continue to do little jobs or did you do more then? 

A. Oh yes, uh-huh, oh yes. Oh I had to do more then, uh-huh, that's right. Although I started, <..pause..> 
funnily enough, I didn't start to work. I left school in June, 1928 that would be. But you see, 
unemployment it was more or less as bad as it is now, only there was no help from the Government, 
you had to earn. You had no money until you earned money. And I think it was, <..pause..> November 
that year before I got a job, and it was in McGrouther's Bacon Factory which is, I don't know what they 
call it now [Harris’s] but at that time it was McGrouther's Bacon Factory. And I only got a job in the office 
because my cousin knew the girl that was already working there. This was how you got jobs in these 
days, uh-huh. If you knew somebody who knew somebody it got you in. 



 1223

 

Q. And how did you manage if you didn't get a job and nobody else in the family had a job? 

A. Well your parents just had to support you. And I mean you had no, <..pause..> I had no pocket money 
until l earned it. And when I started to work it was ten shillings [50p] a week. Well, we stayed in the 
Craigs and I used to walk from the Craigs to the Cornton. Well I walked down in the morning, I got the 
bus up at dinner time to come home for my lunch, I walked back, and I walked home at night. Because, 
I got two shillings pocket money [10p] and off that I'd to pay my bus fares which was, right enough it 
was only a penny, but still, if you're, <..pause..> but that was six days because it was five and a half days 
we worked, not, <..pause..> there was no five day week. It was five and a half days. 

 

Q. It would be a half day on Saturday? 

A. Uh-huh. A half day on Saturday. You worked to one o'clock. One week’s holiday in the year. That was 
1928. 

 

Q. And did you get paid that week? 

A. Yes, uh-huh, we did, mmn mmn. But funnily enough, my father never was paid for holidays. He had to, 
<..pause..> he never ever was paid for holidays until during The Second World War. He started to work 
down the Government Stores, and of course that was the Government. And that was the first time he 
was really paid for holidays. And how old would he be then? <..pause..> Fifty-nine, he would be nearly 
sixty. 

 

Q. All that time? 

A. Mmn mmn. 

 

Q. Do you remember what kind of meals you used to have as a child? 

A. We'd plenty porridge! I can tell you that for nothing. (laughing) 

 

Q. Did you like porridge? 

A. Yes, I quite liked it. 

 

Q. It's just as well. (laughing) 

A. I'm trying to think what we had in the morning. I'll tell you when we very often had porridge when we 
came in from school at four o'clock. You were always ravenous, you see. And my mother, <..pause..> I 
don't know. We always seemed to have porridge and milk at four o'clock. I don't remember having it so 
much in the morning. Would it be toast we'd have in the morning? I forget now. But we had our, 
<..pause..> the main meal was always at dinnertime, you know you had soup or stew. I always remember 
Tuesdays was em, liver day. She always seemed to get liver, you know, stewed liver, on a Tuesday. 
And then Saturday, there was no, <..pause..> that was a day off for her. We had a, what they called a ‘tea 
dinner’ in these days. She didn't make a midday meal. It was, well it was Elder the Baker’s, they sold, 
<..pause..> they were supposed to sell the best pies in the town you see. And it was a cup of tea and a 
pie, Saturday dinnertime, there was no meal made, there was no sweet, there was no, <..pause..> cup of 
tea. During the week it was soup, stew, a milk pudding with rhubarb or whatever and eh, we always had 
a cup of tea and a piece of tea-bread after that, you know, a scone or a cookie or something. 

 

Q. Did you get anything different on Sundays? 

A. Sunday was, <..pause..> well on Sunday, you had your midday meal about between four and five in the 
afternoon. You had a late breakfast and then your, <..pause..> well maybe just an odd cup of tea about 
midday. But you didn't have your main meal until about five o'clock in the afternoon, and then it was 
maybe steak pie or something like that. Something special. 

 

Q. And did your mother eat well or did she used to feed herself last, you know, and make sure everybody 
else had a good share? 

A. No, no she quite enjoyed her food, that I remember. 

 

Q. Do you know where she did her shopping? 
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A. In the afternoons. 

 

Q. And where was it she did it? Was it the Co-Op? 

A. Well it was generally the Co-Op in the Craigs, that's right, we had it there, uh-huh. 

 

Q. There was one in Cowane Street, wasn't there? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. What about furniture and things, was it all the Co-Op? 

A. I don't remember her buying much furniture when I was small, but if she renewed any furniture it was 
Forbes the Cabinet Maker. They had a place in the Craigs and, <..pause..> if she renewed anything that 
was where she got it. I'm trying to think, <..pause..> we had the tables upstairs that she got and there's a 
big wardrobe up there that she bought there too that I've kept. But I don't remember her buying furniture 
in the Co-Op. But she bought all her groceries there. 

 

Q. Do you remember any of the shops in Stirling? 

A. In Stirling? Oh I could remember a whole lot of them. Well in the Craigs itself there was, <..pause..> the 
Co-Operative, and then further up from the Co-Operative there was Miss Livingston who was a dairy, a 
little dairy. But down the Craigs, well of course it was the Co-Op, and then there was The Observer 
Buildings. Oh, Lockhart Macnab was first. Then The Observer Buildings, <..pause..> what came after 
that? Norman Craig, the cycle agent, Miss Marr, that was a baby linen shop. <..pause..> What was further 
down? Then there was another dairy, <..pause..> well it was a Mrs. Mason that had it and then it was Tom 
Millar, well the Millars that had it. And there's Rockvale Dairy, that was the Andersons that had it. Then 
there was the paper shop which is at the join of the Craigs and George Street. Miss Robertson was in 
there. And then there was a very small shop across from there, and it was just a room and kitchen and 
they had this tray of sweets in the window and they had a whole lot of things. And it was just a wee 
room and kitchen. That was Paterson. That was Paterson there then. 

 

Q. You've some memory ‘Mrs. Ol’! Where did your mum used to get your clothes? Was that the Co-Op as 
well? 

A. There was a Miss Granger in Friar Street and, well she was supposed to be the top child’s wear at that 
time. 

 

Q. Was that ready made things? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. Ready made things. But eh, that was for outside garments. But there was a Miss Blythe 
who stayed down, round the corner from us. When we stayed in ‘98 she stayed round in, <..pause..> what 
number would that be? 108. And she used to make your summer frocks. She'd maybe make three 
summer frocks for five shillings. 

 

Q. And shoes. Where did you get your shoes? 

A. Shoes, <..pause..> again the Co-Operative. That was right, yes, that's right, she did buy the clothing there. 

 

Q. Did you just have one pair at a time or did you have a special pair for Sundays or anything? 

A. <..pause..> Of course it was boots. When I was very young it was boots. And it was black lacing boots you 
had, you know, for through the day. And they had, you know, iron things. You always knew you were 
walking because they were heel plates, you know, noisy things to walk on. And then for Sunday it was 
button boots, you know, buttoned up the side. Brown button boots. That was for Sunday, now that you 
remind me. 

 

Q. Was it always dark colours? 

A. Now, I don't remember ever ever wearing light colours, because you were speaking just now about 
child’s wear. Well this Miss Granger, I remember going along for this coat. I was to get a coat you see, 
and there was a red, well I don't know what type of cloth it would be, just ordinary melting cloth I think. 
And there was this short dark fur coat. I would rather have had the red coat but no, I'd to take this fur 
coat. (laughing) And it was, I think it was black. It was seal skin, you know I can just, I can barely 
remember that. 
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Q. And you wanted the red one? 

A. And I wanted the red one. You know, there wasn't so much colour in these days, no. 

 

Q. Special occasions. Birthday, Christmas, Hogmanay, did you celebrate these things? 

A. Not really, no, not really. There was never too much money for, <..pause..>  I mean you celebrated your 
birthday, but, a dumpling, that was it. Not so much birthday cakes, it was a dumpling. 

 

Q. So did you get presents and things 

A. Not really no, not to the extent the children get them today. Maybe you would get, maybe a pair of 
gloves, or something to wear. It was always something to wear. But never, <..pause..> I don't remember 
having toys, apart from, <..pause..> maybe at Christmas time. But I don't remember having very many 
toys, as I say. Not to the extent that children get toys today. My father made a, <..pause..> he really was a 
very clever man, <..pause..> and he made me a doll’s pram, and it was shaped like an ‘S’ you know, like a 
bath chair, you know. You've seen the old fashioned bath chair, that type of thing. And he made that for 
me, I can remember that. 

 

Q. That's smashing! 

A. Ummn mmn 

 

Q. You were saying your father used to play this little flute? <..pause..> 

A. His penny whistle, uh-huh. 

 

Q. <..pause..> to get the boys to bed. Did your parents play a lot of games with you? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. Yes, my father used to like to play, <..pause..> draughts, dominos, that type of thing. I don't 
remember so much about, about card games, but I do remember draughts because we had a draught 
board hung up on the wall, it was like a frame, you know it was like a decoration. Ummn mmn, there 
was always draughts. 

 

Q. What about books, did you have a lot of books? 

A. Oh I read like a Trojan. I was always being in trouble because I read too much, you see. 

 

Q. Were you in a library or were your parents in the library? 

A. Yes, uh-huh, uh-huh. You know, you said you'd been along to see Mrs. M1. Well, Mrs. M1 and I well, 
right enough we were in the Secondary part of the school by that time. But we went to the library a lot. 
But in these days you went into the, well what is now The Public Library and it 'd be where you would go 
in the door I think, and it was a huge netting, it was like, <..pause..> you sort of picked a book and you 
pushed it with your finger through this netting, you see, and then you went inside and said you wanted 
such and such a book. I mean, you weren't allowed to go in and handle books the way they're allowed 
nowadays. 

 

Q. And you just looked at all the titles of the books? 

A. Uh-huh, that's right. The titles of the books, and if you fancied this one you just pushed it with your 
finger, so that it went out a wee bit, you see, and the girl, whoever it was, she knew which one you 
wanted, and you were allowed to take it out for, well, it must've been around seven days at a time. I 
forget now. But she and I read a lot. And of course by that time we were getting presents of, well books 
at Christmas, you know, and that sort of thing, and we used to exchange books quite a lot. 

 

Q. Did your parents used to get newspapers delivered or magazines and things? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember any names? 

A. Uh-huh. It was eh, it was The Daily Record. I mean The Daily Record's an old, old paper. And The 
Bulletin, and The Bulletin was a, it was more of a pictorial paper. But we got these papers for years and 
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years. I can remember getting them. And then, as I got older, they got the Children's Newspaper, you 
know, Arthur Mee's, The Children's Newspaper, we called it. And we bought it for years as well. 

 

Q. Did you used to go out visiting a lot with your parents? Neighbours, relations? 

A. Well the only relations we really went to visit was, my grandparents were in Orchard Place. Well there's 
no Orchard Place now, you know, where the Thistle Centre is. 

 

Q. Oh yes, uh-huh. 

A. Well there was houses there you see, a lot of houses, and my grandparents stayed there. And that was 
where we used to go on a Sunday night. And, my mother was a wee bit straight-laced, you weren't 
allowed to play games on a Sunday. You weren't allowed out to play with a ball on a Sunday. No games 
on a Sunday. But my grandparents, they brought up two grandsons who had been orphaned during The 
First World War. She brought them up. And I loved to go along there because my grandmother allowed 
us to play these card games, you see. That was great! 

 

Q. And did you ever have any holidays? You were saying your dad didn't get paid for them? 

A. No, he very often took a holiday on The Glasgow Fair Week. And he used to take us, <..pause..> we'd 
maybe have a picnic at The Wallace Monument. We had to walk there, walk back. And we used to, 
<..pause..> yes, there was trams, there was trams in these days. And we wanted a run back, he says "Oh, 
just carry on! The walkers’ bus'll be along just now." And of course there was no, <..pause..> that meant 
there was no bus. We didn't realize that. We were waiting on the walkers’ bus coming! But, speaking 
about trams, that's right, because that was my outing and that was a treat on a Saturday afternoon. You 
went to Bridge of Allan on the, <..pause..> it must've been the horse trams. It must've been the horse 
trams. That was before 1920, because this aunt I'm speaking about, she died in 1920. And she and my 
mother and I had this outing always on a Saturday afternoon to Bridge of Allan. 

 

Q. And what did you do when you got there? 

A. Nothing. We just sat there ‘til we came back. I don't remember ever getting off. We must just have sat 
there and come back again. 

 

Q. It was just a treat getting on the tram itself? 

A. It was just a treat getting on the tram, mmn mmn. 

 

Q. So, what about a wedding in the family. Do you ever remember a wedding in the family? Were you 
allowed to go? 

A. I was never at a wedding really until, <..pause..> my oldest brother got married, and that would be 19, 
<..pause..> 32. 

 

Q. Can you remember anything about it? 

A. About his wedding? 

 

Q. Ummn mmn? 

A. Well, it was in The Waverley Hotel in Stirling. Now, wait ‘til I tell you where it is. It was really, <..pause..> 
eventually it was an annex to The Golden Lion. But, well you know where Burton's is? You know, 
there's a Wimpey Bar now where Burton's was, well there were steps down there, well the next opening 
was The Waverley Hotel, but you actually went in this door, it was actually upstairs. There must've been 
shops underneath it. What shops would there be at that time? <..pause..> Sowden and Forgen, Sowden 
and Forgen, because they were music.  

 

Q. Someone mentioned that before. Yes, I do know. 

A. <..pause..> And they moved from there to Port Street, to seventy-two, well nearly at seventy-two Port 
Street, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Where's seventy-two Port Street? 
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A. Just as you come into the town, you know, there's an opening and you go right through to the car park. 
That was where they were. That was Sowden and Forgen. It was a shop, not unlike John M. Haye’s at 
the moment, you know, that was the two music shops in the town. 

 

Q. And The Waverley Hotel was there? 

A. And The Waverley Hotel was there. 

 

Q. Was it a big reception? 

A. For these days it was quite a big reception. Uh-huh, it really was, but, there wasn't so many church 
weddings in these days. You were married more or less where you were, <..pause..> where you were 
having the reception for instance. The Waverley Hotel, they were married there. And the reception was 
there. There was more of that really than maybe going to church. 

 

Q. And why was that? 

A. I don't know. I've often wondered about this. I don't know. 

 

Q. You would've thought it would've been easier to go to church? <..pause..> 

A. Uh-huh, uh-huh, that's right. 

 

Q. So did you enjoy it? 

A. Well, I think so, (laughing) I don't remember much about it, but yes, oh I enjoyed it. 

 

Q. So how did you spend your Sundays? You would go to? <..pause..> 

A. Sunday? Well, we went to church, my brothers and I. You see we were still members of this, the Old 
Parish Church down here. And the four of us used to walk out every Sunday morning and we timed 
ourselves. If you got to the top of the Craigs at a quarter past eleven, you got into church before the 
bells stopped. You see the bells rang for a quarter of an hour in these days. And then we came home 
and had our bite and then you, you went out for a walk in the afternoon. But there was no games 
played, you know. Even the children's swings in the park were all tied up. You weren't, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And who would do that? Who would tie the swings up? 

A. It must've been The Council, or whoever was, <..pause..> yes, it must've been The Council in these days 
mmn mmn. But life was a lot narrower. You know, it was much narrower than it is now. I mean it's 
difficult to explain to you young folks what like it was really, but I used to think oh, what harm is it, you 
know, a child on a swing on a Sunday? I mean nowadays, it's preposterous really. 

 

Q. Some people still do that though, they don't believe in doing anything on Sundays. 

A. Uh-huh, mmn mmn, it really is. 

 

Q. And then you'd go to? <..pause..> 

A. And then Mrs. M1 and I, we used to go to, <..pause..> in the evening we went up to <..pause..> she was a 
member of the, well, the, it's now The Holy Rude, but it used to be divided into the East and West 
Churches, at the top of the town. And her folks were members of The East Church you see, and this 
church in St Ninians that I went to, it had no evening service, except twice a year at communion. But 
they [The East Church] always had an evening service and they had this Bible Class which met at half-
past-five. So she and I went to Bible Class. Then we went to the Church at half-past-six, you see. You 
were more or less either at church or Bible Class or Sunday School most, that was how you really spent 
Sunday. 

 

Q. And did you have any outings through Sunday School or not? Did you used to go on any? 

A. Em, <..pause..> it was more or less local. You were taken to a, <..pause..> wait ‘til I think where we went to, 
<..pause..> there was a park out about here somewhere we went to. When I was very young, we used to, 
<..pause..> there was a meeting house in Port Street in Stirling. It was The Gospel Hall Meeting House, 
you know , it was sixty-seven-and-a-half Port Street. It was in where M & M's is now? No it's the Argyll 
Career's Office. No, it's Jasper's knitting place. In about there, there was a Close there. And you went 
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up there, and my brother and I were just saying, not so long ago, he says "When you think, when we 
were young, we thought it was a huge hall." Possibly it maybe wasnae much bigger than this. (laughter) 
But you see, when you're small, it seems to be much bigger. And that was where we learned all the sort 
of Evangelical hymns, you know to sing. 

 

Q. That sounds great! 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. So was religion quite important to you at all as children? 

A. It was I think, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Or was it just that you knew you had to do it? 

A. No, I think it was important. It was important to my mother. She was quite religious and she certainly 
brought us up in the faith, you know, "Honesty's the best policy. Never tell a lie." That sort of thing. 

 

Q. Did you have to say prayers or? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. I said prayers before I went out in the morning. Mind you it was "The morning bright with rosy light 
has waked me up from sleep." That was it. I can remember that. 

 

Q. Oh that's great. Can you remember any more? 

A. I said that on my mother's knee for quite, <..pause..> yes I can remember quite distinctly doing that before 
I went to school in the morning. 

 

Q. That's smashing. 

A. Ummn mmn. 

 

Q. And who did you play with as a child? Your brothers or was it just? <..pause..> 

A. No, because they were too old for me. They were much too old for me. No, it was just maybe the 
neighbour’s children. 

 

Q. Cousins, were they maybe a bit older than you? 

A. My cousins were older than me too, that's right, but, it was just really the neighbour’s children I played 
with. 

 

Q. And did you have groups of kids, or did you just all play together? 

A. You just all played together. I'm trying, <..pause..> you see there were bigger families in these days. 
There was always somebody, you know. I mean normally nowadays here there's maybe one child, two 
children or that, something like that. But in these days there was always two or three, and there was 
always somebody in your age group that you could play with. 

 

Q. What sort of games did you used to play? 

A. Skipping Ropes, <..pause..> ball games, <..pause..> Peever, you know. Have you ever played at Peever? 

 

Q. Oh yes, uh-huh. 

A. And then you got into trouble for chalking the pavements. 

 

Q. Yes I did as well! (laughter) 

A. So that hasn't changed much. 

 

Q. No it hasn't, has it? 

A. And then we used to run with Girds. They've been speaking a lot about them in the paper recently. Well 
you know how my father, I'm telling you worked with metal, well he made us all iron hoops, you see and 
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a Clique, you know, which cliqued onto it and I had one that you had the Clique, and it was joined on to 
the hoop with a ring, you see. Well you were very clever if you could make this hoop go with the ring. 

 

Q. I've seen it, yes. 

A. Uh-huh, that's right, you were very clever. So we all had that. 

 

Q. Did he make a lot for you, your dad, because he made you your pram as well? Did your dad make a lot 
of toys for you? 

A. Well, these are the things I remember, but, he really was quite a clever man. I mean, I suppose 
nowadays he would have maybe got on further that what he was. But there wasn't the same 
opportunities for education in these days. But he was very good with his hands, because when my 
daughter, here I'm jumping to another generation. When my daughter was born, she was born in 1941, 
well that was the middle of the war you see. And there was no new toys to be got, and we got this 
second-hand pram, oh, it was just about this height, it had no, it had no hood, it had nothing, it was just 
the pram. And he made the metal frames for a hood and he covered it with, nowadays it would be 
plastic, but in these days it was rexene, you know. And he had butterfly nuts, you know, that the thing 
could go up and down. And he made an apron for it you know, so that it would eh, <..pause..> you know 
when I think back, he really was a clever, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And did he make the covers? 

A. <..pause..> and he made the covers, uh-huh. 

 

Q. That was great. 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. I was really held up as an example, because I don't think I really got very dirty because this other girl 
that stayed in the next close, she says, "I'm fed up with you. My mother says that you always keep 
clean and I never can keep clean." (laughing) I don't think I was very adventurous when I was young, 
really. 

 

Q. I see. Did boys and girls play the same games or did you sort of just? <..pause..> 

A. No, we used to all play together, because, I mean Skipping Ropes well you needed two or three to join 
in that. Then we used to play at houses you know, dress up with old curtains and, <..pause..> that sort of 
thing round in the back green. And you played at shops you see, and the scales, well you got a slate. 
You know the slate would be about this size. And you got a third of it onto the dyke, you see. And you 
weighed out your whatever you were selling, you see, and that was your scales. 

 

Q. That was smashing. Very creative in those days weren't they? 

A. Ummn mmn. And these houses that we were in down at 98, they weren't brick, you know like they are, 
<..pause..> they'd be built with stone, you know, and the stones weren't all the same size, and I can 
always remember there was a great big stone part of the building. And that was our blackboard if you 
were playing at a school you see, you could use it as a blackboard. And I suppose we were really quite 
inventive when I think back. 

 

Q. It sounds like it. And were you allowed to play with anybody you pleased? There was nobody that you 
were told you weren't to play with? 

A. No, no. Nothing like that. But as I say we were all well, it was just the one community. You see, down 
there, we were a community, because you sort of crossed the main road and it was into a sort of cul de 
sac and the last house was before you come to the railway, that everybody knew everybody else. It was 
just like a, <..pause..> it was just like a small village really, when I think back. 

 

Q. So, was that how you would spend your free time after school and weekends, playing with kids? 

A. Just playing around, uh-huh. Just playing around. 
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Q. Did you have any hobbies? 

A. Hobbies? 

 

Q. Mmn mmn? 

A. I don't remember. Well, I remember learning to do crochet, you know how you well, I don't know how 
you learn these things. I don't remember my mother ever showing me these things. But you just learned 
among yourselves. One girl would be able to crochet and she would show you , you see, and show you 
how to go round corners, and then, if I made a square it was always a great big hole, not a hole, but a 
dip in the middle. I never could get it flat. (laughing) 

 

Q. I never could do it right either. I knit but not crochet. 

A. No, I never could crochet either. 

 

Q. Did you have any pets? 

A. We didn't have one, but this, these cousins I'm speaking about, they had a dog, Garnet, and he was 
really everybody's dog, you know, he knew us all. But he never actually, he wasn't our dog, but he used 
to stay. He'd be in the house occasionally and he would see me coming down the Craigs, he'd be sitting 
outside the window and, (gasp) be crying to get in you see, to come and greet me, but, that was all. We 
never really had any pets. We did have, <..pause..> when I say that, there were no dogs or cats, but we 
did have a canary. I can remember that. I'd forgotten about that. We did have a canary. 

 

Q. And did you ever take part in any sports? 

A. No. As I say, I never [was] a runner or, <..pause..> I was never a sports person. 

 

Q. Were you in the Guides or Brownies or anything like that? 

A. No. Nothing. 

 

Q. Did you used to go to the pictures? 

A. Yes, we did, uh-huh. My mother and I went, because my father worked. <..pause..> Do you belong to 
Stirling? 

 

Q. I do, yes. 

A. Do you know where the picture house was at one time. Menzies’ Motors was beside it. That was in 
Orchard Place. 

 

Q. Yes, uh-huh,uh-huh. 

A. Menzies’ Motors. Well, my father, that was where he worked, you see. He worked with Menzies’ Motors. 
And it was Menzies who built the picture house and owned it. And their workers were allowed a pass, 
you see, to the pictures. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Oh that was handy. 

A. <..pause..> So that was handy. So my mother and I, we were regular attenders. We went twice a week 
because the programme changed twice a week. (laughing) 

 

Q. That was great. 

A. And I remember one day we had been at Edinburgh for the day and she says, "Oh, we must get back 
home because this serial's on tonight in the pictures." And I can always remember it was ‘The Miracles 
of the Jungle’. When I think on it now! (laughing) ‘Miracles of the Jungle’. That was away at the 
beginning of the pictures really. Moving pictures silent films. 

 

Q. That was good. 

A. But that was how we went so often, because, as I say, she had my dad's free pass. 
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Q. Did you say that you didn't get any pocket money? 

A. I had no pocket money, no. We never got pocket money until we were earning. As I say, we were never 
denied anything, but we never needed , I don't remember even needing sweets. We never ate many 
sweets. Well we got fruits, you know, the vegetable boy would come round, you'd maybe get apples, 
oranges. But you see, the young ones nowadays, they take all this for granted. But you see there was 
really no spare money, if you understand me. And there wasn't the same incentive to make folk buy 
fruit. I mean we didn't realize you lost out on Vitamin C if you didnae have an apple every day, and that 
sort of thing. We didn't realize that. But I suppose we were healthy enough I mean we had always plenty 
to eat. There was no problem. Always plenty bread and butter, jam, cookies. There was Millar’s, that 
was another baker that was in the Craigs, Millar’s. Now where would they be in relation to what the 
Craigs is now? <..pause..> You know when you come up the Craigs, before you go down to what was the 
Plaza? Millar the Baker's was in there. And we used to get thru'pence worth of tea bread. That was like 
maybe a cake and a scone and a Paris bun, a plain cookie. You got six anyway for three penny. A 
ha'penny each. The old halfpence each. 

 

Q. Oh that was quite a lot. 

A. Uh-huh. But there was always money for that. But I don't remember having sweets very much unless, 
well, maybe you got a penny to spend on a Saturday. I was telling a lie when I said we had no pocket 
money. We got three ha'pennies on a Saturday. Tuppence ha'penny it was. It was three ha'pennies to 
get into The Kinema, that was the picture house that was down in that area. And a penny to spend. And 
it was spent on Miss Patterson's, this wee tiny shop that had the tray in the front window. Uh-huh, that 
was right. I forgot about that. (laughter) I forgot my tuppence ha'penny. Mmn mmn. 

 

Q. Now, before you went to school, did you get any lessons at home? Did your mum and dad ever teach 
you anything before you went to school? 

A. No, no, not really, no. 

 

Q. And how old were you when you first went to school? 

A. I would be five, because I would be five in the June and I would start when the school started in August. 
Uh-huh, that's right, August. 

 

Q. And what school did you go to? 

A. The Craigs’ School. It's down now, but it was a very good school. But you see, again, there was a 
difference there too because nowadays you have to enrol a child maybe about a year before they start 
school. But you see, in these days, maybe your cousin, if she was going to school she would take you 
that day at the school opening. That was how I started the school. 

 

Q. Oh you didn't have to? <..pause..> 

A. You didn't have to enrol or anything. You just went up and said your name was Mary Martin and your 
date of birth, and that was you enrolled in the school. 

 

Q. So, did you enjoy school? 

A. I did. I liked school. 

 

Q. And the teachers, were they quite good? 

A. Yes, uh-huh, uh-huh. I liked the school. 

 

Q. What sort of subjects did you have? 

A. Oh just the usual in the early days, you know, Reading, Writing, Arithmetic. 

 

Q. Needlework? 

A. Needlework. I wasn't terribly good at Needlework actually. I was better at counting. (laughing) 

 

Q. Did you get any Science subjects? 
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A. Not until I went to Secondary School. There was nothing, <..pause..> and no languages until you started 
Secondary School. 

 

 

Q. Did boys and girls just get the same? 

A. They all got the same, yes. It was only when we got to, I think twelve, when they separated the boys 
and the girls. You see, <..pause..> when we came to, well, they called it the Qualifying Class in these 
days. You were twelve, you see, and you moved on to either The High School or the Secondary part of 
the Craigs in the Allan School. You see the Riverside School hadn't been built. The Riverside School 
was opened in 1928. That was the year I left school. And I sat this bursary for The High School, and I 
came out top girl. And, I wasn't allowed to take the seat in the High School because there was too much 
money coming into the house but, <..pause..> it came to more than £5 because my father at that time 
would be earning, <..pause..> well in the region of £3 a week I think. My oldest brother, he was earning 
about 20, it was either 26 or 28 shillings. My middle brother was serving his time as an apprentice 
mechanic, and it was 5 shillings a week he got. And my youngest brother had started, it was in The 
Stirling Journal Office, and he was earning 10 [shillings] and 6 [pence] a week. And that altogether 
came to over £5. And because, you know, it was over the £5, I wasn't allowed to take the bursary. But, 
and there was a girl out in the education offices, it was out in Albert Place at that time, and she gave my 
mother this form to complete again. But you see, my mother was the old honest, "No lies told, honesty's 
the best policy" that em, she just put down the same information again. But I think this girl really meant 
her to, maybe miss out the boys contributions because she says after all, who's going to keep them, you 
know, on such a small wage. And it really meant, well this £5 had to cover the whole family for food, 
rent and of course she just couldn't see her way to putting me to The High School. But this girl in the 
education offices, she said, "You know, when I look at her marks," she says, "There's other free seats 
going in The High School." And she says, "The marks, they're nothing like her marks." But still, I wasn't 
allowed. However, I never regretted it, because, that was the year The Riverside School opened. It 
opened in August, I left school in June 1928. But, in these days all the girls in the three schools in the 
town: that was The Craigs School, The Allan School, The Territorial School. All the girls came to The 
Craigs School for their first year of a Secondary Education. All the boys went to The Territorial School, 
for their first year. And in our second year of Secondary Education everybody went to The Allan School. 
But we were segregated up there because the girls were under a Miss Campbell in these days. And the 
boys were under a Mr. Jones. He was a Welshman. He was always known as Paddy Jones. Maybe 
somebody'll remember him yet. I think he went to The Riverside School after that. But that was how I 
never got to The High School. But I never regretted it because I met my best friend there, you know, 
Mrs. M1 we've been speaking about. She and I, we just clicked like that. Actually, the first week of the 
new session, when we were in The Craigs School, they didn't know what to do with me, because at that 
time they hadnae decided whether I was to be allowed to go to The High School or not, that's right, the 
first week. Well you see, I had these three brothers all before me at The Craigs School, that I was quite 
well known. And apparently Mrs. M1 says when I came into the classroom, I must've looked as if I'd 
owned the joint, you see. (laughter) She says, "Who does she think she is coming a week late and 
getting, (laughing) getting all the teachers to cow down to her?" But that was why. It was because as a 
family we were known, you see. Oh dear, it was quite funny. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to evening classes for anything? 

A. Yes, yes we went. <..pause..> I think Mrs. M1 and I went to, well as I say, The Riverside School was 
opened by that time, and that was where we went. I went for Typewriting and English, I think. And, we 
had to take three subjects. Oh, I think the third subject was Arithmetic. But it was too far advanced and 
we did logarithms and I never knew what logarithms were. 

 

Q. What age were you then? 

A. Fourteen. But, I didn't take Shorthand because I went privately to a Mr. Brewster, Arnot Brewster. He 
stayed in Wallace Street, but he also had a room in the YMCA rooms in Dumbarton Road. And I forget 
now which came first. I went to both places but I forget which was first. Now that was where I went for 
private Shorthand lessons. 

 

Q. Was that when you were working at McGrouther? 

A. Yes, uh-huh, uh-huh. But, the typewriting well, anybody can use a typewriter just through practice. It 
was just gradually, you know, <..pause..> I think we stayed the first year at night school but never carried 
on. 
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Q. So, McGrouther’s, was that your first job? 

A. That was the first job. 

 

Q. You didn't have any part-time jobs before that? 

A. No, no. There wasn't so many part-time jobs going, I don't think. No, I don't think there was many part-
time jobs going then. We just, <..pause..> as I say, there was so much unemployment that we were glad 
to get anything really. And I started, ten shillings a week. Mrs. M1, she started in McCullough and 
Young's, again because her aunt knew somebody that worked there and she only got seven [shillings] 
and six [pennies] a week. (laughing) Big deal. Big deal. 

 

Q. So what sort of work was it you were to do at McGrouther's? 

A. Well, it was in the office, yes, clerical work. Well anything that just, you know, came to hand really. I 
didn't start bookkeeping, <..pause..> of course I was only fourteen. You were typing eh, <..pause..> any 
typing work or, <..pause..> and then you graduated, you know, to taking letters for the boss and that sort 
of thing. And then, <..pause..> you got a grounding in everything. You got a shot of everything. The 
cashier used to let me do the, <..pause..> you know, his books. And you were always learning different 
aspects of office work. But it was really quite a good training ground. 

 

Q. And what hours did you work? You worked five and a half days? <..pause..> 

A. I worked five and a half days and we started at eight o'clock in the morning and we finished at six 
o'clock at night. And it was a long day. And if you weren't finished at six o'clock, you see they did, 
<..pause..>  each day sort of stood alone. You'd to make an analysis of the sales, you see, for each day. 
And you couldn't leave that undone. You see, you had to get that finished before the next day started. 
But sometimes it was quite late before we came home. 

 

Q. Did you get any overtime for that? 

A. No. No, that was your money. In fact, I think the first raise I got was two shillings. Twelve shillings I got 
for a while. Of course again, I mean the times were different, that you could get more for twelve shillings 
than what you can now. 

 

Q. Were you quite happy with your wage or did you ever feel that it was low? 

A. No, no, I was quite happy with the wage. I really was because, well, as I say, Mrs. M1 was just getting 
seven [shillings] and six [pennies] and I think that was more or less normal for a youngster starting. 

 

Q. And you used to come home for your dinner. Was that an hour or did you get longer? 

A. <..pause..> An hour and a quarter I think we got because I used to leave about quarter to one, and there 
was a bus came, it passed the end of the Cornton Road. There was no buses at the Cornton in these 
days it was the end of the road, and you got that bus home. Well, you got the bus into the town anyway 
and, <..pause..> then you walked back. You left about twenty minutes to two which gave you, well it was 
about, <..pause..> I was always a good walker in these days, not now, but in these days I was a good 
walker and you could do it in twenty minutes. You always walked back. 

 

Q. What did you do with your wage? Did you give it all to your mother? 

A. I gave it all to my mother and she gave me two shillings back. 

 

Q. And did you have to buy your own clothes then? 

A. No, not at that point. She had to buy them all because, well you couldn't do anything off two shillings. 
You had bus fares to pay if you wanted to travel by bus, and Mrs. M1 and I, we used to, on a Sunday, 
we used to walk to Bridge of Allan on a Sunday night, because, days were different then, I mean you 
could go out in the dark and walk. We used to walk for miles, the two of us. You know, in safety. There 
was no problem of mugging or anything like that. And we used to walk to Bridge of Allan and we had 
sixpence left. We went into the café at Bridge of Allan and that was, I think that was where I learned to 
drink coffee. Oh they made lovely, <..pause..> it would be that Cappuchino, you know, the Expresso 
coffee. It was lovely coffee. 
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Q. Is the café still there? 

A. Yes, it's still there, it's still there, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Just before the wee bridge? 

A. Uh-huh, that's right. It's still there. And the bus fare was tuppence to get back to the town. And we either 
spent tuppence on the bus to come back or we bought a Jacob's Club biscuit which was also tuppence 
to have with our coffee. (laughter) That was, our Sunday. 

 

Q. So it was a toss up as to what you would do? 

A. It was a toss up. Whether you walked or eh, had a Jacob's Club. 

 

Q. Smashing. 

A. Ummn mmn. 

 

Q. And did men and women work together at McGrowther's? 

A. Women? In the office? 

 

Q. In the factory. 

A. Oh in the factory. There was only two girls at that time. Of course it was a very small concern in these 
days. There were only two girls. A lot of men, but there was only two girls. 

 

Q. Was that in the office? 

A. Oh no. There was more of us in the office. There was, <..pause..> when I started there was just one older 
woman and myself. But gradually they brought in, <..pause..> oh, I tell a lie, there was another two. You 
see, this firm came from Aberfeldy originally, and there was two women, two office women came with 
them too. They were Miss MacDonald. It was MacDonalds and they were two sisters. That's right. So 
that was one, two, <..pause..> myself was three, <..pause..> yes there was four, I forget that other woman's 
name, <..pause..> it was her that was a friend of my cousins. I forget her name. But that was four of us 
and then there was a cashier, you see. But gradually, as the firm extended, there was more, you know, 
it became bigger, there was more office girls. 

 

Q. Was there only two women in the factory itself? 

A. In the factory itself there was only two women, but there was men. I forget now how many men were 
there. Then there would be, <..pause..> oh, twenty-five, maybe. 

 

Q. And what did they do in the factory? What was the work? 

A. Well the women's work, they were in the sausage-room. I'm trying to think what they would do. They 
would probably work some of the machines. But I can remember there was just the two of them. 
<..pause..> But as I say, as the thing got bigger, you know, there was more women taken on. But I think 
that'd be, <..pause..> I think I'd be about leaving by that time. You see, I really worked for thirteen years 
down there because, I was married when? When I was twenty-five, <..pause..> what would that be? 
<..pause..> Eleven years? Eleven years, mmn mmn. Eleven years I must've worked down there. And 
then, as I say, I left, because well, everybody left, most girls when they got married they left their work, 
you see. And of course The Second World War started. I was married in August and it started the third 
of September. It started just shortly after that. And the girl who took on my job, she went away to join 
the, <..pause..> wait ‘til I think, <..pause..> the WAF’s. The WAF’s, yes. So they asked me if I would come 
back. That was 1930, <..pause..> that was 1940 I think. So I worked there until 1941, in the middle of 
1941 because my daughter was born in December '41. 

 

Q. Did your husband not mind you going back to work after you got married? 

A. Well, not then, because, as I say, the war had started and a lot of women were going back and my 
mother was, as I say, we had our home with them for quite some time. And she was there. That eh, 
<..pause..> and of course I had no family up ‘til then. I mean whenever I had a family I stopped working. 
That was it. But up ‘til then, <..pause..> no he didn't mind. 
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Q. How did you get on with the people you worked with? 

A. Quite well. Yes, I got on very well with them. 

 

Q. And the bosses? 

A. Yes, I got on fine. Because when I got married, old McGrouther himself, that was my wedding present, 
that silver tea service. Yes, I got on fine with him. 

 

Q. And were you allowed to talk and relax and everything? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Or was it heads down and get on with it? 

A. Well, I mean you were always so busy, I mean you really, but no, I mean there was no restriction. You 
could talk if you wanted to. Oh it was quite a relaxed atmosphere. Mmn mmn. 

 

Q. What about a Work’s club? Was there a Work’s Club? 

A. No. No. Not in my day. There may have been after that but, not when I was there. 

 

Q. What about if one of your fellow workers was sick or bereaved or something like that. Did you all club 
together and go and see them or help them out in any way? 

A. <..pause..> I suppose we would. I can't think on an instance, <..pause..> like that, <..pause..> but I mean, they 
were a helpful lot, there's no doubts about that. But I don't remember one particular instance where they 
did it. I don't remember that at all. 

 

Q. Was there a Trade Union? 

A. Yes, ah but there was nobody in the Trade Union and I think my husband and one of his pals. <..pause..> 
I think they were the first two that joined a union in McGrouther's actually. You see in these days, 
employers, they weren't very happy if you joined a union. They weren't very happy about it at all. 

 

Q. Did your husband work there as well? 

A. Yes, he was in the transport. But, <..pause..> yes, that was how I met him of course. I met him down 
there. You would either meet your husband at work or on the dance floor. (laughing) 

 

Q. So he was one of the first to join the Trade Union? 

A. Uh-huh. Down there anyway. Him and his pal. And it was the Transport and General Workers’ Union of 
course. And, och I don't think it did them much good really. They were too small in number. They 
couldn't get anywhere. 

 

Q. Did he take part in any activities or? <..pause..> 

A. You mean with the Union? 

 

Q. Ummn mmn. 

A. No. No, no. He wasnae that type. He was, <..pause..> I wouldnae say he was a rebel but, I mean he could 
see that, <..pause..> well, the working man really wasn't getting a fair crack of the whip. I think he felt that 
quite a bit. But I wouldnae say he would maybe go out with banners or join the militants or anything like 
that. No, he wouldn't do that. But he just felt that you know the working class should have something 
behind them, like the Trade Unions you see to bring your point of view forward, or whatever. 

 

Q. So then you stopped again when you had a family and how did you get your job in McLachlan & 
Brown’s then? You started in the remnant days or something? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. How did you hear about that? 
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A. Well, my sister-in-law, my husband's sister, she worked in the office in McLachlan Browns, and she 
asked if I would come in and help out odd Saturdays. They had odd Saturdays. And instead of going to 
the sort of main, there was two main cash desks, instead of going to them they put big cashboxes about 
the store you see. And you manned one of them to save, well if there was a big crowd in at this 
particular sale day, and I mean there was crowds came to the sales in these days, that you helped out 
there. And this, well they had a remnant day about once a month and I used to go in maybe, 
occasionally, once a month to help out. I mean you maybe got something. I forget now what I got. 
Would it be a pound? I forget now, but it was always something in your hand you see. You got paid for 
it. And then they asked if I would come in full-time and I said, "Oh, I couldn't do it, I couldn't do it full-
time." "Oh, well." And of course my father was alive at that time and he said "Oh, well, try it." Because 
he was very good in the house. He could hoover, dust, keep the place tidy, peel potatoes, you know. 
And so, we thought we'd try it for a while. We thought we'd try it for a year, and I stayed for twenty 
years. (laughing) 

 

Q. So what year was that you started? 

A. I started 1958. And I retired in 1978 that would be. November '78. And the manager then, he said, "You 
know Mrs. O1 you could carry on." I said, "If you don't allow me to retire now," I said "they'll need to 
carry me out of this place! I better retire now." Because what age would I be then? Sixty, <..pause..> four I 
must've been. And I thought, "Oh I cannae possibly start, <..pause..> I cannae possibly keep on going ‘til 
I'm about seventy." 

 

Q. Was that in the office then? 

A. That was in the office, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And what were you doing, wages? 

A. Latterly I was doing wages, mmn mmn. For the last two or three years I was doing wages. 

 

Q. Did. you do any more training or did you just, <..pause..>? 

A. Not really, no, you just sort of learned as you went along, uh-huh. You just learned as you went along. 

 

Q. Was that five days or five and a half? 

A. <..pause..> Latterly it was five days. Five days, mmn mmn. 

 

Q. Do you remember your wages then? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. I know when I started it was six pounds a week and I thought oh this was great. I was 
going to have this six pounds a week to myself. It never works out like that. But, I forget now what it was 
when we left, <..pause..> when I left, <..pause..> I forget now. I remember asking the woman who took over 
the wages you know, not long after that, I said, "What is a young girl you know, starting off now getting, 
Anna?" I think she said sixty-two pounds a week. And I was flabbergasted because we never earned 
that kind of money. But as I say, money's different nowadays to what it used to be. Entirely different. 

 

Q. So when you were working, how did you spend your free time then? 

A. Then? 

 

Q. Dances? 

A. No, my husband wasn't a dancer. I quite liked dances but he wasn't a dancer. I used to go to the 
country dancing, you know, the Scottish Country Dancing. But it was more or less a female occupation. 
I enjoyed it. We used to go to it maybe once or twice a week. I quite enjoyed it. We used to go to it 
maybe once or twice a week. I quite enjoyed that. Well if we were in Stirling, we went to the cinema 
quite a lot. My husband, he was fond of the cinema. But when we came out here it was more difficult to 
go to the cinema then. I mean you had to come out and wait on the bus and come back home again. I 
didn't do it so much then. And of course by this time television had taken over, that there wasn't the 
same incentive to go to the cinema. 

 

Q. What about further back, when you worked in McGrouther's factory, what did you used to do then? 
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A. I used to go to the cinema then quite a lot. The first picture we ever saw, when I went out with my 
husband was 'Rio Rita'. It was Bebe Daniels and John Bowls. And it was up in The Queen’s Cinema, 
you know in Queen Street. Do you remember? Ah, you won't remember it, but I mean there was a 
cinema there. 

 

Q. Other people have talked about that one. 

A. Uh-huh, that's right. And then the next time I was out with him we went to the picture house in Orchard 
Place, and it was 'All Quiet on the Western Front' that was there. 

 

Q. If you stayed in then, before you got married, what did you do at nights? Did you read? 

A. I can't remember, <..pause..> of course when you came home after a day's work you more or less 
relaxed. 

 

Q. I suppose so. It was a long day you had. 

A. Uh-huh. And then, well, you know, you went out to visit friends or; <..pause..> 

 

Q. What about Sundays? 

A. Well Sundays, again, I mean we didn't do terribly much on Sundays. Again it was, I mean you went out 
for a walk in the afternoon. If you'd been to church in the morning well you went out for a walk in the 
afternoon. Either that or you rested in the afternoon. And if it was this time of year you had your walk in 
the evening after the sort of stress of the day was over. 

 

Q. So did religion start to mean more or less to you as you grew older? 

A. Oh I think it begins to mean less actually as you get older. You don't attend church quite so much. 

 

Q. Did your interests change in any way? Did you take an interest in politics or anything after you started 
work? 

A. Not really, no, I've never been a political animal at all. Not even now. I can't work up any enthusiasm. In 
fact I was saying the other week there, the other day there, I said, "We've got politics now from now until 
the end of June. We'll never hear anything else." (laughing) 

 

Q. Yes, that's right. Did you have any holidays when you started work? 

A. Oh yes, yes. Mrs. M1 and I went, we had a week in Galashiels. That was the first year we had that. We 
went to this, <..pause..> she had an aunt in Galashiels. We didn't stay with the aunt, we stayed with this 
person who took in, well, tourist boarders. Yes, and it was twenty-five shillings a week. It was twenty-
five shillings for the week. And we had about twelve [shillings] and six [pennies] I think collected for 
pocket money. 

 

Q. So what did you do then? 

A. Oh, I don't remember what we did! Oh, I'll tell you what week we went there, it was the Galashiels, it 
was the Braw Lads Week. You know, when they have this, <..pause..> oh, all the Border towns have 
them. You know, they ride The Marches and they have the Braw Lad and the Braw Lass. It's like the 
crowning of the Queen, you know. 

 

Q. I see, I've got you now. 

A. It was the Braw Lad and the Braw Lass. And they had something every night, you know, dances. We 
had to send home for a frock because we were going to this dancing on the Friday night. 

 

Q. Did you go in for the Braw Lass? 

A. Oh no, no, no. It was only local folk that were allowed. We just happened to be there on holiday. On 
holiday. Yes, I remember that. But after that, I think I met my husband after that and we used to go on 
holiday, oh he had an aunt in Girvan, [in Ayrshire] and we visited her, oh quite a lot. They had no family 
and they thought he was wonderful you see. And they always welcomed us. And of course it was a 
holiday town that we went there quite a lot. And then he eventually bought a car, <..pause..> and it was an 
old sort of bull-nosed Morris, but you'll not remember them. It was the type with the dicky seat at the 
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back. And we used to go down every weekend to see them. I often think to myself, they must've been 
fed up looking at us, you know, when you think back. You never think when you're young. You just 
impose yourself on folks. 

 

Q. Did you make new friends when you started at McGrouther’s? 

A. Well once you start to work, you drift away, <..pause..> I never drifted away from Mrs. M1 because we've 
always been friendly, and maybe I didnae see her for, you know when we were working. She started to 
work, maybe in hotel work, and I was working through the day, that we sort of lost touch a wee bit. But if 
we met, we just always picked up where we left off. 

 

Q. So were there places where you could meet, you know, when you were sort of teenagers? 

A. No, not really. As I say, well the cafés we used to meet, <..pause..> there was a big café, Forte's Café at 
the top of Thistle Street. Of course there's no Thistle Street now. Well, you know where Orchard Place 
is? 

 

Q. Ummn mmn. 

A. Well you see there used to be a street went down there, and that, the Main Street, there was a big 
corner café Forte's, and that was a great meeting place, uh-huh, on a Sunday afternoon all the boys 
and girls met up there. But that was the only place, I mean there was no, <..pause..> and of course you 
see a lot of them go out drinking nowadays. You see, in these days, we didn't drink. It was all ice cream, 
soft drinks. It was mostly ice cream. 

 

Q. And did your parents meet your friends? Did they insist on meeting your friends? 

A. Well they didn't insist on it but, my mother always had an open house. I mean anybody was welcome 
that came. For the simple reason, I don't think she was allowed to bring too many folks home. But she 
always made sure that we brought home our friends. And when my brothers were, well courting say, 
they always brought down, well they would go to the first house of the pictures on a Saturday night and 
then they came down to our house. And we maybe played Whist or you know, and that sort of thing 
until, then we had our supper and that was how we spent our Saturday night very often. That everybody 
came to our house, mind you it wasnae a big place, but everybody was made welcome. 

 

Q. Did you have to be in at a certain time and did she have to know where you were, and things like that? 

A. Well, I wasn't the type that strayed actually. I never was away anywhere that she would need to know. 
But, we were never late, well we were never late in coming in. I don't remember being out until midnight 
except maybe Hogmanay. That was about the only night you were out. Then on Hogmanay you went up 
to The Steeple, you know at the top of King Street? With your bottle of whatever. And there was always 
a big crowd every Hogmanay up there. 

 

Q. And what went on there? 

A. We just waited until the bells rang in you see, the New Year, and then you got a drink or you had a drink 
of somebody's bottle. Mind you I was older then. And you gave your bottle to somebody else. But you 
usually went on to a party after that, but, that was Hogmanay. And of course everybody, well everybody 
that had open doors on Hogmanay. Even when I came up here. I mean my door was always open on 
Hogmanay. But nowadays, I mean this has all gone by the board too. Not so much of it. 

 

Q. So, you got married when you were twenty-five, and how long had you known your husband then? 
From the start? 

A. Oh I'd known him practically since I was sixteen or seventeen, I mean we had gone for quite a while. 
And we had been engaged for about a couple of years there. There's no long engagements now, but in 
these days you got engaged and you started to save up to get married. (laughing) 

 

Q. What age was your husband then? Was he the same age as you? 

A. Well he was two years older than me, yes. He was twenty-seven, I was twenty-five. 

 

Q. And what did he do at the factory? 

A. He was in transport. He either drove or was helping to repair the vehicles or something like that. 
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Q. And did he come from Stirling as well? 

A. Bridge of Allan. He belonged to Bridge of Allan. 

 

Q. Was he the same sort of background as yourself? 

A. Yes. More or less. More or less, uh-huh. Yes, his father worked in the old Gas Works in Bridge of Allan. 
I don't suppose you'll know it. It's on the Cornton Road. But you see when he left school and started to 
work, he went as a chauffeur to a Harold Beckett who stayed in Aberfoyle. Now he was a stockbroker in 
Glasgow and he was chauffeur to him. He used to drive him in to, he would drive him into Glasgow I 
think and come back for him. And that job would've carried on, but you see that was in 1929, 1930. 
Then there was this big Wall Street Crash. Remember, you'll have heard of the Wall Street Crash in 
America. And a lot of the moneyed folk even in this country, you know, went under. And he did. So he 
lost his job and it was then he came to McGrouther’s looking for a job you see. And he got started 
driving there. That would be 1930, I would imagine. I think it was 1930. 

 

Q. So you got married in '39 and you'd been engaged for a couple of years so you saved up during that 
couple of years? 

A. You saved up this two or three years until you got married and we stayed with my parents because, well 
there was no houses available, it was just, well, I don't think they were building houses. You know, there 
was an awful lapse of Council houses being built. And then of course after the war started, that was it. 
You know there were no houses built during the war of course and we just stayed on with my father and 
mother as I say. My mother became an invalid and we just carried on staying with them, really, until she 
died. 

 

Q. So what about furniture for your own place when you would eventually get it. Did you collect things? 

A. Well, what we did was, when I got married there was a big front room you see, which we cleared and 
that was our place, you see. We had our own quarters. 

 

Q. Were your brothers still at home then or, <..pause..>? 

A. No, no, they were married. 

 

Q. They were all away? 

A. Uh-huh, they were away, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Well that helped a lot. 

A. Mmn mmn. Well actually my youngest brother had died. He died, well he died in 1937. He died with T.B. 
That was just in the years before they found the cure for T.B. really. But he went away to work in 
Glasgow and I think that was really where he must've contracted this thing and he died. So I only had 
two brothers, as I say they were both married by that time. And I was just myself. 

 

Q. So how long did you live with your parents, just ‘til after the war? 

A. <..pause..> We stayed with them really all the time. Because my mother died in 1949, <..pause..> and after 
that, 1955 we moved, you see it was just my father that was left then you see, of course he'd to be 
looked after as well. So we moved out here in 1955 but then this was our house then you see, we 
moved out to our house then. So we had, well we had the furniture, you know, that we had in this room 
which was a sort of dining-room, bedroom whatever. And then we had, <..pause..> and of course my 
father brought his furniture with him. That’s how we did it. 

 

Q. So where did you get married? 

A. Where did we get married? It was, <..pause..> there was a big pavilion down, it was the Burghmuir 
Pavillion. It was actually attached to the Miners’ Welfare at the foot of the Craigs, further round than the 
present Miners’ Welfare. There was a big, <..pause..> is that building still there? No, that building'll be 
down. It was beside the bowling green and it catered for, <..pause..> I mean you could have a wedding. 
You could have any function there and then somebody would cater, do the catering for you, you see, 
and that was what happened. And we were actually married there. Again you see, we weren't married in 
church. That's what I meant to look out. I've got the old receipts for, you know, bouquets of flowers. 
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Q. Have you? 

A. Aye. Would you like to go upstairs and save me my feet? In the front room you'll see a small case lying 
on the bed. If you just bring it down. 

 

Q. Right. Now, what did you wear at your wedding? Can you describe your dress? 

A. Yes. It was a blue, chiffon dress. It was different materials, I mean there was no man-made materials. It 
was blue chiffon and it was underlined with this, was it Ninon, I don't know how you pronounce it. Ninon. 
That was the lining. 

 

Q. I haven't heard of that. 

A. No. I'm sure that was the material they called. It was very different. Of course you had a wreath of 
flowers. 

 

Q. Was it long or was it knee length? 

A. No, it was long. It was ankle length. 

 

Q. Oh that sounds lovely. 

A. Uh-huh. That same room you were in, (laughing) there's the old photographs still sitting there you know, 
my husband and I, and this huge bouquet of flowers. There was, <..pause..> it wasn't small bouquets like 
they have nowadays, you know it was, <..pause..> I don't know how many carnations would be in it. It was 
a huge thing. 

 

Q. That sounds beautiful. 

A. And then the bridesmaid, it was sweet peas she had, and again it was huge and I think it was thirty 
shillings for my bouquet and it was twenty-five shillings for hers. They're huge things. And as much pink 
tulle you know, hanging from it. I had the pink tulle up until not very long ago. I think I threw it out 
eventually. 

 

Q. And did you have a honeymoon? Did you manage to have any time away? 

A. Well, we had a fortnight down at Girvan, you know, this aunt's. She, they were at the wedding of course, 
and we had their house for the weekend. They spent the weekend up here and we had their house for a 
weekend and they came back and spent the rest of the holiday with us. But that was our honeymoon. I 
always remember it was lovely weather, <..pause..> beautiful, <..pause..> and I don't think it was just 
because I was on honeymoon, I think it was, it really was good weather. 

 

Q. Mmn mmn. Oh that sounds smashing. So, did you have any children? 

A. Just the one. Just Jane, uh-huh. And she was born in 1941. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. Not really, no, I mean, but there was no, no family planning, it just seemed to happen that way, I don't 
know why. 

 

Q. You didn't know anything about birth control then or? <..pause..> 

A. Not a clue. No. 

 

Q. Was there any way that you could find out? 

A. No. Well, there may have been, but I didn't know. I mean Jane was born at home, you know, in the 
Craigs. 

 

Q. Did you have the district nurse in attendance or the doctor? 

A. Yes, uh-huh, well actually I had, I've a cousin who finished her midwifery training that December and the 
date I was given was the thirty-first of December. So she went, she belonged to Largs. [in Ayrshire] And 
she went home to Largs for a fortnight after she had finished her training and she was to come back to 
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me, you know, when I wanted her, and, well I went into labour on the, <..pause..> oh it must've been 
between the fifteenth or the sixteenth and of course Jane was born before she could come back. So it 
was actually the district nurse and a pupil nurse that was with her that came. And the doctor of course. 
It was Doctor Cuthbert in these days, he was there. 

 

Q. I've heard his name mentioned before. 

A But I remember this pupil nurse, she was mad because I think they had to have a certain number of 
cases, and because I wasn't officially one of her cases, it wasn't counted, and she was mad that this 
case didn't count, you see. But that's what was wrong, my daughter came too early, she came a 
fortnight early. Rather than the right date. 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. No, I hadnae a clue. (laughing) I was about as green as grass! You see, I mean nowadays they have 
ante-natal clinics where you learn all about everything really. But in these days you just, well you went 
to the doctor and he poked around a bit and listened with this kind of stethoscope thing to see that 
everything was okay, but that was all. There was no, <..pause..> there wasn't the same information given. 

 

Q. What about your mother, did she sort of give you advice on anything? 

A. Not really, not really. I mean, I don't know. We never seemed to discuss personal things like that long 
ago. Everything's so much in the open nowadays. You don't realize what like it was long ago, really. 

 

Q. So did you have bed rest after Jane was born? 

A. I had a, <..pause..> you see I haemorrhaged after she was born. I should really have been in hospital. 
And Doctor Cairns was the Medical Officer I think at that time, Doctor Eva Cairns. You will not 
remember her, I don't think. And she came, and you know, I was on a drip and all this sort of thing. And 
I was really in bed for, <..pause..> you see nowadays they get them up on their feet, which is quite right, I 
mean I quite agree with that. But in these days you were kept in bed nearly for a fortnight then you 
weren't allowed out for another fortnight that, I think it was a month. I know Chris, my cousin was with 
me for a month before she went away. And that was why. 

 

Q. It was good that she was there wasn't it, and that she could help you out? 

A. Uh-huh. So maybe this was why, <..pause..> I don't know why, but I never had anymore, <..pause..> family. 

 

Q. Did you feed Jane yourself? 

A. For a while. For a wee while. Oh just, not very long. And then she was put on, <..pause..> and then she 
was a bottle-fed baby after that. She was on ‘Sister Laura's Food’. I always remember that. And she 
went up like a balloon, you know, she was a fat baby. (laughing) This is her [in photograph]. She's not 
very tall. That's her. Five feet nothing. And I think she was nine pounds when she was born which was 
far too heavy. 

 

Q. Oh that's quite big. 

A. Far too heavy. No wonder I haemorrhaged right enough! When I think on it now. I often say to her, "That 
was the one time you were overweight for your age, you know, when you were born." Because she 
never was, <..pause..> always at the school she was underweight and undersized and, but I mean she 
was healthy enough. There was never anything wrong with her. 

 

Q. Imagine that when she was nine pounds. 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. So how much did your husband have to do with her as a baby? Was he quite helpful? 

A. Oh yes, he was very helpful. He was very helpful. Oh yes he could change a nappy and I mean in these 
days, that was something because fathers didn't really take much interest, but he was very good with 
her. 

 

Q. Oh that was smashing. 
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A. Uh-huh, he was very good with her. 

 

Q. And if you were ill at that time, what kind of medical care did you get? 

A. Well the doctors had to be paid, up until the health scheme started in 1948. And prior to that, well, 
doctor’s visits had to be paid for, <..pause..> but after Jane was born, the health visitors came I think once 
a year. She used to come on her birthday. I think she came two or three months after she was born to 
see that everything was okay and then she came on her first birthday, but I don't think they came much 
after that. That didnae have to be paid for. I don't remember paying for that but I remember the doctors 
visits had to be paid for up until 1948 and after that of course, you were included in your husband's 
insurance. 

 

Q. Was it quite expensive or would it be something that you'd think twice about getting him in? 

A. Well we were brought up, you didn't send for the doctor unless it was really urgent or, uh-huh, very 
urgent, an emergency, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did you nurse a lot of ailments yourselves? 

A. Uh-huh. That's right. It was home nursing, mmn mmn. 

 

Q. We don't know how lucky we are now eh? 

A. That's a fact. You don't really. Because my mother as I say, my mother was ill you know, most of the 
years when I was married first and Doctor Cuthbert used to come in once a month, not that he could do 
anything for her, but he used to come in once a month to see her and, I forget now, and this visit was 
paid once a month. But after the Health Act in 1948 was passed when, then everybody was more or 
less, that was when they started off this cradle-to-the-grave business. He used to come in once a week 
to see her because it didn't cost her anything you see. And he was very good. He was very good in that 
way. And as I say, he often used to come in on the road home at night just to see you know, how she 
was. Give her a wee pep talk. That was about all that could be done really 

 

Q. Well that was nice. 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Right. Household budgeting. You were staying with your parents. How did you work the? <..pause..> 

A. Well we tried to split the expenses down the middle, because my father was still working at that time, 
and that was what we did. We paid you know, half rent, rates, shopping, we just sort of split it down the 
middle. 

 

Q. That was probably best for you. 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did you know what your husband earned? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Did he give it all to you? 

A. Uh-huh, he always handed over his wage. 

 

Q. Can you remember what he got when you first married? 

A. Two pounds eleven. That was the wage. But mind you, you got a loaf for a few pence, and a pint of milk 
was about two pence, butter, I mean you got quite a lot of shopping for about ten shillings. You got 
practically your weeks shopping for about ten shillings. 

 

Q. And who did the shopping, did your mother still do it all? 

A. No I did it because I mean she wasn't able to get out. I used to do it. 

 

Q. So you were the sort of? <..pause..> 
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A. I was the sort of budgeter, (laughing) if there's such a word! If there's such a word. 

 

Q. Was your husband ever out of work at any time? 

A. Never. No, he never was out of work, no. As I say, before we were married when he worked with 
Beckett, I didn't know him then of course, but that was really the only time that he was out of work was 
between the time he finished with Beckett until he started with McGrouther. But he was never out of 
work after that. 

 

Q. Can you remember any bad times when you had to struggle? Or were you quite lucky that way? 

A. Well, I suppose we were always struggling really. But, I mean we always seemed to manage. We never 
lacked for anything, maybe we didnae have many luxuries, but we never really lacked food or, <..pause..> 
I don't know, we always seemed to manage. 

 

Q. That was good. 

A. Mmn mmn. In fact, sometimes you could save a shilling or two even off this two pound eleven. I don't 
know how we did it, but we always managed to save a shilling or two. 

 

Q. You were talking about the shopping. Did the shops give credit at that time for some people who maybe 
couldn't manage? 

A. Well the Co-Operative gave credit in so far that you could, <..pause..> you know, you could have a book 
or, <..pause..> and they started off this Co-Operative Club for clothes, you see. Just an earlier form of the 
modern extended credit, really. But, I don't remember ever having credit, you know, asking for credit. I 
mean you always sort of paid your way and well, it was the old fashioned style. You saved up for a thing 
before you could afford to get it. 

 

Q. You were saying everybody in that area was the sort of same standard of living. 

A. Had the same standard of living, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Was it working class? 

A. Working class I would say. Oh definitely working class, mmn mmn. 

 

Q. Pawn shops. Were there any pawn shops in Stirling? 

A. There was one in Baker Street. I was never in it, but there was one in Baker Street. Hill, Hill the Pawn 
Shop. In fact they functioned until not so very long ago. Well when I say not so very long ago, maybe 
twenty, I mean the years pass and you forget, maybe twenty years ago. But there was a pawn shop in 
Baker Street for years and years. 

 

Q. Right, well, just to finish off, The Second World War. Do you have any particular memories of? <..pause..> 

A. Of The Second World War? 

 

Q. Uh-huh. 

A. Well, my husband was, he was, as I say because he was in McGrouther’s and it was a reserved 
occupation, he was never actually in the army. But he did fire watching in the factory which sometimes 
he did twice a week. And he also did street fire watching in the Craigs, you know. And then of course he 
was in the Home Guard. I often think he was busier than the actual soldiers that were in the front. 
(laughing) 

 

Q. Because he was doing his own job as well? 

A. That's right. And of course we had, well the land mines, it came down in Stirling in 1940. I can 
remember it quite distinctly. Because I thought it was thunder and lightening, you see. And it landed in 
the, <..pause..> now where would it be? You know where Player’s Factory is? There was an old, <..pause..> 
well I don't think they were actually aiming for the, it was a football ground at that time, but I don't think 
they were aiming for it. But you see the REME is just across the water. I mean when you're down in that 
part of Stirling you're really quite near the River Forth and the Government Stores, well it's a supply 
depot for the army, it's just across the water. I think possibly they would be making for it, you see, but of 
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course it landed on the football ground and it demolished Springfield Place which was a row of houses, 
there'd be maybe, I'm not very sure, there'd be twenty or, <..pause..> well, I don't know how many closes, 
but maybe about twenty families, and they had all to be rehoused which was quite an effort in these 
days. 

 

Q. I'm sure it was. 

A. But oh, everybody else was, <..pause..> I don't know. I thought it was thunder and lightening actually. I 
never thought of it being, <..pause..> I never thought of it being bombs. It must've been 1940 because, as 
I say, I had no family at that time, <..pause..> I can't think of anything else that you might want to know. 

 

Q. Well that's just lovely. Thank you very much Mrs. O1. 
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Transcribed by A. F. Turner 
 

Q. So can you tell me what year you were born in? 

A. Yes, I was born in 1914, 24
th
 of May. 

 

Q. And can you remember where you were born? 

A. Yes, 10 Fincastle Place, Cowie. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there for? 

A. 'Til 1951. 

 

Q. And how many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. I had six brothers and five sisters. 

 

Q. And can you remember them in their birth order, eldest to youngest? 

A. Yes, the eldest one, Isa, my sister Isa was born in 1892, <..pause..> I don't remember what date, but I 
mean it was my brother two years after that, John, and then I'd brother Jimmy and Robert, Harry, Alec 
and Sam, and that's the six brothers, <..pause..> and I gave you my sister Isa, well then I had Georgina, 
Annie, <..pause..> Peggy, called her Peggy, Pansy, and me, ******. 

 

Q. And how old were your parents when you were born? 

A. My mother was forty-three when I was born. I was the youngest. 

 

Q. And can you remember what your father's job was? 

A. He was a gamekeeper. 

 

Q. And did he have any other jobs before that or after that? 

A. No, he had been a gamekeeper right up until after the war, the First World War, and of course all the big 
estates then all gave it up. I mean they just couldn't afford it. That happened all over the world of 
course, especially in Scotland. The gamekeepers, the big houses were cutting down and my father, he 
looked after all the different farms round about Cowie, <..pause..> Estate, Christie’s Estate, Steel's Estate 
and Hope’s Green Yard, that's all round about Cowie. He did that, well he looked after that, it was the 
pests; rabbits, hares, wild pigeons, things like that. That was his job up until he retired. 

 

Q. And did your mother have any jobs? 

A. No, no, my mother never worked. When she married my father he was in the Duke of Hamilton's Estate 
and eh, she was in the kitchen. My father was an under-gamekeeper, you know, they used to have 
head-gamekeepers, under-gamekeepers. Well he was a young one and my mother and him got married 
and moved through here because my grandfather, he was the head, auld Cowie as they called him. 
That was before Cowie was built and they always said that was why it was called Cowie because 
different ones always referred to going to Cowie, well that was my grandfather and he stayed in the 
woods in Cowie. There were no houses built at that time, there were no pit. It was Alloa Coal Company 
that bought the rights there and they sunk the mine in Cowie and that's when they started building 
houses. 

 

Q. So your mother didn't have any jobs at all then? 

A. No, never. 
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Q. So did your parents attend church? 

A. Yes, my mother was a great, not my father, but my mother was. 

 

Q. And did she go to the Church of Scotland? 

A. Well there was only one church in Cowie and eh, she went there up until she wasn't able. She became 
blind and she wasn't able to go. 

 

Q. So she went regularly? 

A. Oh she went regularly, I mean it was a ritual. They all met and they all went to church on a Sunday. 

 

Q. And did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. <..pause..> No, I don't say they did take an interest in politics. My brothers, but not my parents. 

 

Q. So you don't know what parties they voted for? 

A. Yes, they definitely voted Labour. They were all Labour at that time. 

 

Q. And can you remember what your parents did in their spare time? 

A. My mother never had any spare time because my mother did all her own baking. She never bought 
anything like that; cooking, everything she did herself, and she was famous for her homemade wines. 
<..pause..> She was a great herb collector, she used to gather all the herbs too for all different things, 
colds, eczema, things like that she used to, <..pause..> They all come to my mother for to get cures. That 
wouldn't happen nowadays of course. 

 

Q. So she wasn't a member of the Women's Guild or anything? 

A. No, no, no, they didn't have a Women's Guild at that time. 

 

Q. And your father, did he have any hobbies of any sort? 

A. His only hobby was fishing, after his gun. That was the only thing. 

 

Q. So did your father take part in any sports? 

A. Yes, my father actually became the champion of Scotland and he was so proud because he beat his 
father and his own two brothers. His father and his two brothers were all gamekeepers and he beat 
them. 

 

Q. And what sport was that? 

A. No, no, that was clay pigeon shooting. 

 

Q. And so what memories do you have of your parents’ house at Cowie when you were wee? How many 
rooms did it have? 

A. We only had a room, kitchen and scullery and an outside toilet and wash-house. That's what everybody 
had. <..pause..> Previous to that my mother had lived in the woods, but I mean once she got her family, 
she moved there because as the boys got older they went into the pits. Everybody went, there were no 
other jobs. 

 

Q. So would it be cramped living conditions then? 

A. Yes, all the boys slept in the room and the girls, I had a wee bed that went underneath a bed. We called 
it a hurly bed. Never heard of them? They were wee hurly beds. 

 

Q. Can you describe what they were like? 

A. Yes. It was just like a mattress with wheels on it, and they used to have a valance, a bed valance in 
front of your big bed, but they lifted that up and pushed the wee hurly bed underneath it during the day. 
At night it was brought out of course and they had curtains all round to give privacy in the bedrooms, 
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that actually divided it up. And all the girls of course the bigger ones, they were all in service because 
that was all that was for them at that time. 

 

Q. So did you have a bathroom then? 

A. No, no, no, you took your, <..pause..> When the wash-house boiler was boiled and they took the water 
into tubs, and you all got your turn washing yourself in the tub in the wash-house. That was the only 
place you could wash, there werenae such a thing as a bathroom. 

 

Q. Did you have an outside toilet? 

A. Yes, an outside toilet. But they were dry toilets in these days. The new toilets didn't come 'til 1934. 1934 
they put in the other toilets, flush toilets. 

 

Q. And did your mother do all the housework? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. All the cleaning? 

A. All the cleaning. She was up at four o'clock in the morning because the four boys were going to the pit. 
That was when I was, I'd be about ten or eleven. She'd four sons all going to the pit and they had to be 
up because there were no such thing as baths for them to wash themselves. Their pit clothes, you used 
to scrub them with a brush, a dry brush in the morning, taking everything off them and they got them on 
and then on a Friday when they came home, they all got washed, the pit clothes all got washed for the 
following Monday and she had to have a big tub of water for them each to wash all their-selves when 
they came from the pit. They came with black faces. 

 

Q. And so did she make the family's clothes then, your mother? 

A. No, no, she didn't make the family's clothes. She knitted, she was a lovely knitter, she knitted all our 
socks. 

 

Q. So did you get many new clothes? 

A. <..pause..> Well, you mean hand-me-downs. Oh no, there were hand-me-downs, but eh, as the boys got 
older they bought their own clothes. <..pause..> They saved up money for to buy themselves suits and 
things like that. 

 

Q. And did you get many new shoes? 

A. Oh yes, I was always kept in the best being the youngest, (laughs) that's true. My oldest sister used to 
say that she wished she had been born the youngest instead of the oldest. 

 

Q. So did your father help your mother with any of the jobs in the house or did your mum solely do them? 

A. No, no, my father had his job, and my mother, that was her job. 

 

Q. So did your father ever tell you any stories of an evening and things like that or do repairs to the house? 

A. No, he told me, <..pause..> One story always stuck in my mind was when they lived in the wood. That was 
before we moved here and my brother Sam, when he was to be born. And he left my mother a double 
barrel gun, it's a number 412 bore double gun, you see, and he put two blank cartridges in it. He says 
"Fire one if I've to come" he says, "when you go into labour, but fire two if it's urgent." And she fired the 
two and by the time he got, <..pause..> he was away on the other side of the estate, right away in Plean 
Estate, away the other side, and by the time he got there my mother had Sam and she had washed him 
and put him in his cradle and he always told me, he says, "I'd like to see the young ones being able to 
do that now!". She did it all herself. 

 

Q. Did your father take you out for walks and look after the children or did your mother do all that? 

A. Oh no, we used to go because my mother was a great one for picking herbs and things like that. She 
was always making up things and eh, my dad used to take us if he was going fishing when we were 
wee. 
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Q. So did all the children in your family have jobs around the house to do? 

A. Yes, they all had their jobs. Well actually I was saying as each one got their job, my brother Harry, when 
he, that was the third one above me, when he finished his school he told my brother, "It's your job to 
split the sticks and bring in the coal for the fire," you see and, "it's your job to wash the dishes and 
somebody, Jessie'll dry them." We all had our jobs. 

 

Q. And did you continue to do these jobs after you left school? 

A. Well actually by the time I left school I went to nursing, and then I was two years at nursing when my 
mother took a big stroke and I had to leave and come back to the house, and I stayed with my mother. 
By that time my brothers were all away because after the 1926 strike, my four brothers were all out of 
jobs and they all went to Canada. You won't be able to remember that, but they all emigrated. They 
actually got for free, they were all sent to Canada if they wanted to go. Two of them made a good life 
out there, but the other two only stayed two years and came back. 

 

Q. And can you remember what kind of meals you had? 

A. Oh we were fed on the best actually. We were fed on the best because we had hens, we had ducks, 
bantom [bantam hens], you know, from bantoms you get small eggs. I loved them and eh, then of 
course we'd always plenty rabbits and hares and my mother used to get a big pig's head. My father was 
very, very fond of it. McNaughton the butcher in Bannockburn used to bring her up a big pig's head 
because nobody else wanted it, and she cooked it and we had that too. Hare soup, she was famous for 
her hare soup. 

 

Q. And so did you have anything different to eat on Sundays? Was Sunday a special day? 

A. Well the only difference on a Sunday was, because we were all there on a Sunday morning, it was at 
that time it was six pound of steak she used to cut up in a great, big, iron pot, <..pause..> and always put it 
on, on Saturday night and it just simmered away on the big hob that we had, and on a Sunday morning 
that's what they had for their breakfast. They liked their steak and we always got good dinners, steak 
pies, she could make lovely steak pies. I wish I could make the steak pies that she made. 

 

Q. And lots of soups? 

A. Oh, we had to have soup every day. Our soup was really, <..pause..> she was a wonderful cook, my 
mother. Of course she had been brought up in the kitchens of the big house. She was a wonderful 
baker, cook and jam maker, she made all the different jams. 

 

Q. And so where did your parents do their shopping then? 

A. Well at that time the Co-Operative had started in Cowie. Everybody went there because they got their 
number and they had got their dividend. Everything was bought from the Co-Operative. There was only 
two shops in Cowie at that time, it was the Co-Operative and it was John Marshall’s. There's no such 
thing now as John Marshall's, but John Marshall had a shop, and the paper shop was Halliburton and 
then another shop was this Mr. Waugh. It was sweets and it did have some goods to sell. It was a shop 
divided in two, the sweets on that side and drapery on this side. There was everything, but that was all 
the shops that were in Cowie. There was no pub in Cowie, no licensed grocers, so if the men wanted a 
drink they had either to go to Plean, to ‘The Billy’ or ‘Jean Muirhead’s’ in Bannockburn. ‘Jean 
Muirhead’s’ was famous. 

 

Q. And did your mother ever do shopping in Stirling at all? 

A. Yes, my mother did all hers there, she used to go at the weekends for her shopping and always two of 
us went with her because it was two, huge baskets. 

 

Q. So what shops in Stirling did you go to then? Can you remember any of them? 

A. Well yes, the Maypole, she always went to the Maypole for her, <..pause..> the very few can remember 
the Maypole, but I've a jar there with the Maypole name on it, for all her butters. She liked to get her 
butter there, marvellous butter they kept there, it was just butters that they kept in the Maypole. And 
then Alexander Stores were there, Graham and Morton’s of course was famous for, but that was 
different, but for foodstuffs it was Lipton’s, you went to Lipton’s. 

 

Q. Lipton’s tea? 
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A. Yes, Lipton’s tea, but Lipton had a big shop in Stirling. It was Lipton’s, the Maypole, Graham and 
Morton’s and Alexander Stores, and then there was Timpson’s for the shoes, always Timpson’s. 

 

Q. And by what means did you get into Stirling from Cowie? What was your transport? 

A. Well when I was younger, when I was just, I'd say about eight or nine, something like that, it was a 
brake, Marshall's brake in Cowie. It was the only convenience. I mean you all went on the brake, you 
travelled from Cowie to Bannockburn to St. Ninians, but there were no new road at St. Ninians at that 
time you had to go down through the old town and when you got to the bottom of the old town, 
everybody had to get off the brake to let the horse go up to the top, for it was very steep there into 
Stirling. And when you got into Stirling you all got off and when we were coming back there was an 
extra horse put on the brake and it drove up to where Clifford Road is just now. The two horses came 
up there and then they took the horse off and went back down for the next brake coming up, and that 
was the means of conveyance and then general buses took off after that. 

 

Q. So where did your mother and father buy things like furniture and clothes then? 

A. Well, I don't ever remember my mother buying furniture. She had the same furniture from when I was 
born up until she died. I don't remember her buying furniture. It was all the best too. 

 

Q. And so how did you celebrate special occasions like Christmas time? 

A. Oh, wonderful time. 

 

Q. And birthdays? 

A. Not so much birthdays. Everybody got a dumpling, she made dumplings for everybody's birthday and 
eh, they all got something extra, but it was just another day as far as, <..pause..> birthdays go. The 
person's birthday got a present or something like that. Christmas and the New Year was wonderful. 

 

Q. So can you describe Christmas time then? 

A. Oh yes, my father always used to bring a tree down from the wood, and it was all decorated with all our 
bits and pieces, not like what the things that they have now. Our stockings got filled with an orange and 
an apple and some sweets. That was in your stocking, and you were lucky if you got anything else, I 
mean you couldn't do it, they didn't have the money. 

 

Q. And did you have a big Christmas meal? 

A. Oh yes, you couldn't eat all of what was made, my mother used to surpass herself on Christmas Day. 
She used to prepare it oh, about a week before hand. She used to be making all her different things, but 
always her own Christmas cakes. 

 

Q. And was it turkey that you had? 

A. Oh yes, the biggest turkey she could get, and then steak pie too because some of my brothers didn't 
like turkey and when they got married, their families all came too. 

 

Q. And did your parents ever play any games with you when you were wee? 

A. No, I don't ever remember, 'cause with me being the youngest my father took the brothers all away 
when he'd go fishing and one of them was very keen on the gun, my brother Robert, and he used to 
take him away with the gun, but not any games. We made up our own games. 

 

Q. And did you have books to read at home? 

A. Loads of books. 

 

Q. Can you remember which ones you read when you were wee? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> all the usual wee school books. I can't really say that I remember. If you would say, 
<..pause..> I know ‘What Happened to Katie’, I had that book. 

 

Q. ‘What Katie Did’? 
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A. ‘What Katie Did, and then there was another one, we'd had ‘Oliver Twist’, I know we'd had ‘Oliver Twist’, 
and I cannae remember really, going back. 

 

Q. And did you have newspapers at home? 

A. And we had an organ too, we used to have our musical nights and my brothers, one played the 
dulcimer [Prototype of the piano], another one played the concertina, you don't see these now, and one 
played, it wasnae drums, it was actually a box he hit with sticks because it wasnae drums but it 
sounded alright and we all sung. Oh we had our musical evenings. 

 

Q. And did you have magazines or anything like that to read? 

A. No there weren't a paper shop in Cowie believe it or not. If you wanted, there was a daily paper, that 
was all. It came from Haliburton’s in the Main Street. 

 

Q. And what was that called, the paper, can you remember? 

A. ‘The Daily Express.’ Yes, ‘The Daily Express’, that's what we got anyway. I don't know what other 
papers there was, but it was ‘The Daily Express’ that we got every day. 

 

Q. And did you belong to the library then? 

A. There werenae any library then. 

 

Q. And were you taken out visiting to neighbours and friends? 

A. No. I mean actually we were all of a community that you were always in and out of one another's 
houses. If anything went wrong, everybody seemed to; if you were ill in your bed you really didn't need 
to bother because all the rest of them all came and helped to see what they could do. One would do this 
and one would do another and helped out. But they had eh, in The Brethren Hall, we used to have eh, 
the ‘Magic Lantern’. They showed you the ‘Magic Lantern’ in there and if there were wee get-togethers 
that was the only hall that was in Cowie at that time was The Brethren Hall. 

 

Q. And did you ever have any holidays? 

A. <..pause..> No, we never. Actually when I was young, life was a holiday to be quite truthful, there was so 
much to do. We got taken to Portobello, Aberdour and all these different places, but not away, only for 
days. We never went away for, <..pause..> Pitlochry, my mother used to go there because my father's 
brother was a gamekeeper up there. We used to go there, went away in the morning, but that was with 
the general bus. It would be a special run taken and we always got dropped off and then got picked up 
coming back when they were coming back. 

 

Q. So you don't remember any holidays? 

A. No, mother was away. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Lasting two weeks? 

A. No, just away a day here and a day there. 

 

Q. And do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. Oh yes, I remember, my sister had, <..pause..> the first wedding that was in the Cowie Welfare. When the 
Cowie Welfare was built, she had the first wedding in there. 

 

Q. And can you describe the wedding? 

A. Describe the wedding! Just much like the weddings the now, only maybe not, because, <..pause..> they 
had the tables all nicely set and they had a three course meal, a drink. Not the way they do now, but I 
mean everybody toasted and then it was a dance after it. There werenae such a thing then as 
everybody all sitting drink, drink, drinking all the time. They had a drink to toast the bride and 
bridegroom and maybe two or three at the most and then they'd spend the evening dancing. 

 

Q. Scottish Country Dancing and things? 
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A. All kinds of dancing, oh yes, they were - they had all the different dances, the Scottish dances, but they 
had the modern dances too. <..pause..> Well they don't call them modern nowadays. 

 

Q. And can you tell me how you spent Sundays when you were wee? 

A. When I was small! Well, Sunday was my day because Sunday I was up and I was born, I mean brought 
up as Protestant, but on a Sunday morning I got dressed. You had a Sunday outfit you see, you only 
wore it on a Sunday, no other day except a Sunday. Well I went to my two pals, they went to the 
Catholic Church, so I went with them to mass on a Sunday morning so's I'd have my Sunday clothes on. 
When I came home I'd go to the church with my mother and then when I came home from that I kept on 
my clothes because I was going to the Sunday School, and then we went to Bible Class at night. And 
the reason I went to all that was because I got wearing my Sunday clothes. As soon as I was finished 
from the Bible Class you'd to take them off, hang them up and put on your ordinary clothes. You weren't 
allowed to wear your Sunday best for playing about with. <..pause..> So the one that I looked forward to is 
a Sunday just for to that. Keep my Sunday clothes on. 

 

Q. So did you go to a Sunday School? 

A. Yes, I went to Sunday School. 

 

Q. And do you remember going Sunday School trips? 

A. Oh yes, the Sunday School trips were wonderful. They only went to farms in the Plean or Bullion's Farm 
because it was carts and horses that all the children went in and we had our tinnie, you know they 
called them tinnies. It was a ribbon, a white ribbon round your, here [neck] with a tinnie hanging on the 
end of it, a wee metal thing. Everybody, all the girls, got dressed like that. And we had a wonderful day, 
running and playing about and they werenae all the fancy things that they have now, but we had great 
games, loads of games, and running and skipping. They had a greasy pole that they used to have a 
ham, and whoever got the ham, that was for the boys of course, whoever got the ham. Alloa Coal 
Company donated the ham. 

 

Q. And do you remember the Band of Hope? 

A. Yes, there was a Band of Hope, but the Band of Hope was held in what we called the square in Cowie. 
There was a maypole there in the square, that's where the Band of Hope was. 

 

Q. And you mentioned you had different clothes that you wore on Sundays? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. And can you describe any clothes that you remember wearing? 

A. That I had! Well I had a beautiful pair of button boots, they were lovely button boots and nice stockings. 
They weren't the heavy hand-knitted ones that my mother made, they were nice, black stockings and 
we always had a nice skirt and jacket. It was just like a suit, you'd term it now, with a hand-knitted 
jumper and my wee hat and I thought there was nobody like me in that wee hat, because that was the 
only time I had that. During the week I always had a kilt and jerseys. 

 

Q. So were you taught to say your prayers at night? 

A. Oh yes, I still say my prayers hen, there's my Bible there. Still say my prayers. My mother had to get a 
chapter of the Bible read every day, but not on a Sunday. But every single day there was a chapter of 
the Bible read and we'd all to sit and listen to her. 

 

Q. So was religion important to you then when you were young? 

A. Well, not really what you'd say religion, but we were all brought up to believe, <..pause..> if we didn't want 
to get, when we were small you had to sit, you weren't allowed to go away and say, "Oh no, I'm going to 
do something else", you had to sit and listen. 

 

Q. So as a child did you play with your brothers and sisters and neighbours? 

A. No, I played with all the neighbours, there were loads and loads of children at that time. They all had big 
families, every house, they all had eight, nine, ten, twelve, some had fourteen of a family and they all 
made up grand games, Skipping Ropes, Rounders we used to call them, and three balls, that was 
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playing with the balls against the wall, that was great, and then Chuckies. That was where you had 
three or five stones and you'd catch them on the back of your hand, and then you need three holes in 
the ground, about a foot apart, and you had, we called them Bools, you plunked them, (laughs) that's 
the word they used, plunked, and you'd go from hole to hole and back down again and you played other 
ones for their Bools. It's marbles actually, but I mean they called them Bools then, they didnae call them 
marbles. 

 

Q. So did you make up songs to sing when you were skipping and things like that? Do you remember any 
of them? 

A. Oh well, actually I cannae really remember the songs that they used to, there used to be songs but, 
<..pause..> ‘One, Two, Three a leary’, and all things like that. But I mean that was all, I mean it wasnae, 
<..pause..> couldnae say that I can remember the songs, not as far as, <..pause..> no, I can't go as far back 
as that for the songs. 

 

Q. And what kind of toys did you have to play with? 

A. <..pause..> I only had a teddy bear all my days. I've still got it. 

 

Q. So you didn't have dolls? 

A. I never had a doll, and my brothers, no, they didnae have anything. They were more interested going 
away laying snares and things like that for rabbits, and looking after, we had ferrets you see and we had 
dogs, my daddy had three dogs, but they were gun dogs. I mean they weren't allowed in the house, 
they were kept in the kennels, things like that. They just worked about with that. It was interesting, and I 
fed the hens, gathered in eggs and things like that. 

 

Q. So were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Oh you'd be dirty, but you had to be cleaned before: <..pause..> you were inspected at night before you 
went to bed. 

 

Q. So did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Aye, the boys played at Rounders with us and Skipping Ropes with us, <..pause..> I remember most of 
the boys because my brothers, they used to have what they called Girds. It was a round iron hoop with 
a Cleek, and they used to go round the roads seeing who could, <..pause..> They'd start and go right 
round all, <..pause..> if they went up Fincastle, they came down Maitland and see who was first back. You 
know, races like that. 

 

Q. So were you free to play games with anyone you liked? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. So you weren't discouraged by your parents not to play with certain people? 

A. No, no, there werenae such a thing as all this that they carry now. I mean Catholics and Protestants 
Orange and things, it made no difference, we just all played together and that was that. 

 

Q. So how did you spend your free time after school? 

A. Well I had to do my homework first, you weren't allowed out until all your homework was done, and 
once your homework was done and the dinner dishes and everything all washed up, laid past, you were 
allowed out and you could do what you liked then, but we used to play in the Berryhills. Oh there'd be 
about twenty of us used to go in the Berryhills and that was, there's no such thing now, it used to be a 
big hill opposite the school in the Main Street. It was huge, the sand pit was on the one side and the 
other side was the quarry. That was the quarry that they had the stone out for to build the church. 
Headmaster, Mr. Morrison's house, the old school, not the new school because the new school was 
added on after that. 

 

Q. So you've mentioned some of your hobbies then, that you used to go walking with your father and 
fishing with your father? 

A. That's right and gathering herbs with my mother. I couldn't tell you the difference, but she knew. I wish I 
had written it all down, the things that she used to pick. 
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Q. And did you go cycling at all? 

A. Yes, we all had bikes. That was one luxury we did have because we had another uncle, he was the 
gamekeeper down in Airth and we used to cut down through into Airth, through the old Edinburgh road 
that I was telling you about and we used to go and visit my aunt Jessie and my uncle Jimmy then. 

 

Q. And did you help with the garden? Did you do gardening when you were wee? 

A. No, never. I never did any gardening when I was small 'cause it was my dad that attended to all that. 

 

Q. And did you collect anything like scraps, or cigarette cards or things? 

A. Well it was postcards, and it's a funny thing, it's only a year, not a year, two years exactly that I put them 
all out, and I seen a bit in the paper there where they were asking anybody who had old postcards. 
<..pause..> I had them from The First World War, and it was when they were cleaning out the cupboards 
they said, "What's this mum?” and I said, “Oh that's postcards that I collected, load of rubbish," I says, 
"put them out", and they put them out, and I'm sorry I did because I seen a bit in the paper asking if 
anybody had any old postcards, you know, from the last War. 

 

Q. So did you keep any pets? 

A. Oh. We always had dogs. I had a pet ferret. <..pause..> There's not many people have a ferret for a pet. 
My brother had pigeons, he had quite a lot of hobbies regarding the pigeons and there was dog racing. 
We used to have dog racing but we didn't have any whippets, but all the rest of the miners had whippets 
and we used to have whippet racing over in the park. 

 

Q. And did you take part in any sports? 

A. No, only the school sports. I mean on Gala Days, we had a big Gala Day, an annual Miners’ Gala Day 
once a year and that was a great day that had loads of sports and the pit ponies were all up. The pit 
ponies that was down the pits were brought up and they had a week off and that was the only time ever 
they seen daylight was that one week in the year. The miners didn't get paid for their holidays then, it 
was an idle time, a week’s idle time. 

 

Q. And did you belong to the Guides? 

A. No, I belonged to the Brownies for a wee while, but eh, they were too tame for me. I was a bit of a 
tomboy. No, I didn't carry on. 

 

Q. And did you ever got to the pictures when you were a kid? 

A. No, there werenae any pictures, there was eh, <..pause..> silent pictures came but it was an old, old, oh 
just like a big hut that they had until the Miners’ Welfare was built, and when the Miners’ Welfare was 
built, they showed pictures there. Oh they had matinées every Saturday, but there were pictures three 
times a week, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, but on a Saturday was the matinée. 

 

Q. And did your parents give your pocket money? 

A. <..pause..> Well I was very, very lucky. We used to say that because I had three pence a week, which 
was a lot and I got that because I used to scrape my brothers' pit boots. Every night they had to be 
scraped you see, and brushed with this hard brush and left aside for them ready for the morning, and 
for doing that all week I got a penny off each of my brothers, the three brothers. My fourth brother 
always bought me a big bag and it had all different kinds of sweets and things in it. It was a lucky bag 
actually with all the different things in it. I got that from my fourth brother but the other three gave me a 
penny each. And I used to get a penny, I went for four ‘Times’ on a Saturday. You had to run from 
Cowie to Plean, a Mr. Taylor in Plean, he was the only newsagent that had ‘The Times’ and I bought 
four ‘Times’ from Mr. Taylor, y'know, the different ones that was round about and I got a penny for doing 
that. But a penny was a wonderful thing then, you could buy lots of things with a penny. 

 

Q. What kind of things could you buy for a penny then? 

A. Oh, for a penny I could have had a great, big toffee apple and a ha'penny lucky bag, and in a ha'penny 
lucky bag you used to get broken chocolate, broken macaroon bars, huge pieces, Rough Puff and a 
gobstopper, a great, big gobstopper. Rough Puff was a sort of toffee thing, but you don't see it now, but 
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eh, you got that full. It was all broken stuff that was broken in the factory and they used to put it in bags 
and they called them lucky bags. They were only a ha'penny but you could see you getting oh, maybe 
about three big pieces of macaroon bar, about two or three inches, and tablet. All that. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you first went to school then? 

A. Oh, I was five. I remember the very day I was taken to school, I was five on the Thursday. Miss Burton 
was the teacher, the two Miss Burtons, they stayed in this wee cottage just beside me here, that wee 
house. Headmaster was Mr. Morrison, Wullie Morrison. 

 

Q. And was it a Primary School? 

A. Yes, a Primary School, the Cowie School. Where the new building is, that was the school that I was in 
and then into the big school, and I sat a Bursary at the big school, as we called it, and eh, I won a 
Bursary, The Randolph Trust. My mother got paid twenty-six pound a year, I went to Stirling High 
School. Stirling High School at that time you only, if you won a Bursary you go, but everybody else just 
stayed at the Public School. If you didn't win the Bursary you weren't allowed to go. 

 

Q. So what did you think of your Primary school days? 

A.  Oh lovely! I loved my, <..pause..> of course I loved my school, all my school. I'm surprised that the wee 
ones now don't like the school the way I loved it, 'cause it was happy, happy days. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. Oh yes, they were good. But they don't show the respect to the teachers now that we did because if we 
met our teacher outside and my brothers met their teacher, they had to doff their cap if they had their 
cap on and you gave a wee curtsey to your teacher passing by. Nowadays I don't know, I think the way 
they look at them, I think is disgusting. We were showed to respect your teachers. 

 

Q. And what punishments were there at Primary School? 

A. Oh the Primary School! The belt, and it was hard if you got it and you couldn't tell your parents you'd got 
the belt because if you told your parents you'd got the belt, you got double when you went home. They 
said, "Well the teacher must have had a reason." You never ever told your parents when you got the 
belt at school. 

 

Q. And so what subjects were you taught at Primary School? 

A. Oh, it was just the basic ones at Primary School. First of all when you started to read and write, you 
know, they used to, in my first class, it was a great big board with these beads and like that for counting. 
I can always remember Miss Burton with that at counting, and then she had another big board, and 
there was a canvas cover that, with one square open, and she used to tell you a story for that square. 
She would tell you a story whatever the square was and then move on until it got a story off of each 
square. 

 

Q. And what did you wear to school, was it a uniform? 

A. No, there were no uniforms. The only time there was a uniform in Cowie School was the 1926 strike, 
everybody but me, because they went with their bare feet to school you see. There was no such thing, 
they didnae wear shoes and eh, the 1926 strike The Parish, it wasn't the D.H.S.S., The Parish then 
issued that they'd all to get dresses for the girls, underwear, stockings, and boots, not shoes, boots, and 
the boys had to get the shirt, jersey, trousers, underwear, socks and boots, and when they did get them 
they were all dressed alike. Well, I thought I should have got them, but you see my father wasn't on 
strike because eh, he still had the gamekeeping you see and eh, I took off my shoes and socks, it was 
button boots I had, black, heavy button boots, that was my school boots. On a Sunday it was brown, 
button boots. But anyway, I took mine off and put them in the toilets at the school and my stockings and 
then I walked into the classroom with my bare feet, and Miss Henderson was the teacher, I always 
remember her name, and she said, "Jessie Cowie, go and get your boots and stockings. Where did you 
hide them?" I said, "But please Miss, I want to get new shoes." She said, "You won't be getting them," 
she said, "your name's not on the list." 

 

Q. So what did you do at play times? 
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A. Oh, we had just games. It was usually a ball against the wall, and beds, you know, they drew beds, and 
we all played at beds. 

 

Q. And then you went on to another school after Primary School? 

A. Well, you went from the red, that was the primary, the red, the big school as they called it was the one 
that's built with brick, the one that's next to where you have your place, the headmaster’s house. 
Another thing we used to have, we got a day off on Empire Day. Now I used to stick out my chest and 
tell them all they were getting a holiday off school because it was my birthday. My birthday was Empire 
Day, the 24

th
 of May, Empire Day. It was Queen Victoria's, <..pause..> but, eh, and a flag used to be flying 

and we were all out in the quadrangle singing ‘God Save Our Gracious Queen’, ‘God Save Our King’ it 
was and after that you'd all to go home. That was your day off the school and I used to come down 
saying, "Oh, everybody got a holiday because it's my birthday!" 

 

Q. So what school did you go to after you left Primary School? 

A. The old school, and then from there I sat the Bursary, I went to Stirling High to sit the Bursary. There 
were three of us went and two of us got the bursary to Stirling High School, that was up at the top of 
Spittal Street. 

 

Q. So what did you think of Stirling High? 

A. Oh, I loved Stirling High, I really loved it. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. I liked all the teachers. Of course, <..pause..> I grabbed knowledge. They used to say to me, "Why do you 
ask the teacher?" Well, if I didnae understand it I asked the teacher. They don't do that nowadays, but I 
always asked. 

 

Q. And was the punishment the belt still? 

A. No, actually you got lines. I never, ever, I don't ever remember. It was lines you got and it would be for 
running in the corridor or something like that. 

 

Q. And what subjects were you taught at High School? 

A. Eh, at Stirling High School? All the usual ones, it was English, Maths, Art, it was French and eh. 
<..pause..> What else? 

 

Q. History? <..pause..> Science? 

A. No, actually I never had Science, but I was keen on eh, <..pause..>  I was keen on Maths, Maths and eh, 
French when I was at school. That was my best subjects, English, History, Miss Dunbar was very good, 
I was interested in History. 

 

Q. And what did you wear to school? Were you dressed in a uniform? 

A. Oh, it was a strict uniform then, that's why we got the twenty-six pounds a year. That's only a year mind 
you, twenty-six pound when you think on it. Now, you had to wear a gym dress, your pants, because 
when you were doing your drill you had to take your gym dress off. Your navy blue pants had a pocket 
in them and it was a strict uniform in Stirling High, but they're not so strict now. Then, we even had to 
have a burberry, a navy blue burberry with a hat when it was raining. It was a beret with your blazer, 
red, blue with a yellow tassel. It was a royal blue blazer with eh, ‘Tempori Perendum’. I was a prefect at 
Stirling High School, I was quite proud of that because you got gold braiding on your blazer at that time. 
I don't know whether they have it now, but I was very happy at Stirling High School. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you left school? 

A. Sixteen when I left school, but the rest were all leaving at fourteen, but I stayed on until I was sixteen, I 
wanted to go to the nursing. 

 

Q. So while you were at school, did you have a part-time job at all? 

A. Never had a part-time job. 
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Q. So when you left school what was your first full-time job? 

A. My first full-time job was when I went up to my sisters, my one and only full-time job. I went to my 
sisters, she was staying in Dunbar at the time, I went for the summer holidays eh, they were looking for 
table-maids at one of the big boarding houses and I went as a table-maid for the grand sum of twelve 
and sixpence a week. When you think on it, twelve and sixpence a week I got, and I stayed all the 
summer there and came home back to the house, and then I went to the nursing when I left that. That 
was the only time ever I worked. 

 

Q. And so what was your job in the Domestic Service called? What did you do? 

A. Well it was called table-maid, just table-maid. You always set the tables, and served them, and cleared 
them, that was all you had to do. 

 

Q. And so what were the wages like? 

A. Twelve and six a week, that's what I got, twelve and sixpence a week. 

 

Q. And were you given any time off, like afternoons or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes, eh, I was off always in the afternoons. You started at eight so as to be ready for the breakfast, 
and then I got off after lunch for three hours and I was there for the high tea. That was all. 

 

Q. And were you happy with the wages you were paid? 

A. Well, that's what all the wages were, you couldnae expect anything else. Of course everything was 
suitable for the wages. You could get a pair of shoes then for five shillings, you might get a pair of 
fashionable shoes, five shillings, something like that. A fish supper was only four pence. 

 

Q. And so how many servants were employed in the house? 

A. In that, eh, place there was two cooks, there were housemaids, and there were eh, three of us at the 
table, doing different tables. 

 

Q. And did you live in? 

A. No, no, no, I lived with my sister. Oh no, you didn't live in, it was only a summer job. 

 

Q. And so what was your job after that? 

A. After that I went to Bellsdyke because there were a friend of mine, she was nursing there at the time, 
and eh, she asked me would I like to, she says, "You want to go nursing?" I said, "Yes". She says, "Well 
they’re looking for girls that's just starting." It was just starting in September and I went and I was two 
years there when my mother took ill and that was that. I never worked after that. I was never State 
Registered, but when I went back to the nursing I had my S.E.N. They gave me an enrolled nurse 
because I didn't sit my final, but I had sat my prelims you see. 

 

Q. So where did you do your training for your nursing when you went to Bellsdyke? 

A. Well, Bellsdyke. I was there first and then I went from Bellsdyke. I was two years, and from Bellsdyke I 
went to Orchard House, after my family were all up. I mean my own family, I had nine of a family, and 
when Agnes went to school I went back to the nursing because I was always interested in it and as she 
said, eh, "You had been nursing before?" I said, "Yes, I had done two years." She says, "Oh well, you'd 
be State Enrolled," she says, "because if you sat your prelims." I says, "Oh, I sat my prelims." 

 

Q. So what were the hours like? Did you work in shifts? 

A. Oh yes, you had. When you were training or do you mean when I was down in Orchard House? 

 

Q. Well both really? 

A. Well actually you had so long, it was a rota. You had so long on day shift and so long, well, day duty as 
they cried it, and back shift and then night duty. You had to do that rota, but when I got the job in 
Orchard House it was eh, constant night duty because it suited my family, my wee girl being at school, 
the youngest one being at school. It suited it for me to be there during the day. 
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Q. And did you get any time off? 

A. Oh yes, I worked seven nights and was off, no, I worked nine nights. If you worked nine nights you got 
five off. It would be fourteen, nine and five. 

 

Q. And what were your wages like when you were training? 

A. When I was training! Well, my first wages, twenty-five shillings a month and you got a Sunday off in the 
month. That was when you were training. That was in 1932 year you've got to go. 

 

Q. And when you were working at Orchard House? 

A. At Orchard House! When I first started at Orchard House it was eh, four pound seventeen and sixpence 
when I first started and when I left, when I retired twelve years ago, no, it's no, it's more, when I retired 
in 1971, so that's fifteen years ago is it? Fifteen years ago it was sixteen pound. It was before the new 
money came, sixteen pound, nearly seventeen pound, sixteen pound nineteen and sixpence, or 
something like that. 

 

Q. And can you describe what a typical day was like? 

A. Whereabout? 

 

Q. Just any of your nursing places, at Orchard House? 

A. Oh at Orchard House! Oh, a typical day, a typical night because I've always worked nights, but when I 
came home in the morning you see, I was home there before my girls and my other ones went to 
school. Well they would have their breakfast, I'd see them off to school and I had a couple of hours in 
bed and got up to get all their dinners and things like that made, but eh, I seemed to fix it all in you 
know. Actually the reason I went back to work was because I needed the money. My family were all 
grown up and they needed so many different things. They were all needing clothes, and Bob was the 
only one that was working, I kept Raymond at school. 

 

Q. So was the work heavy that you did in Orchard House? 

A. Oh, it was heavy, yes, it was heavy, heavy work because, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Lifting people and? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, you had heavy, heavy lifts and you had to change them all, and of course there was sedation you 
had to give out to them, or some that was diabetic you had injections to give and all these sort of things. 
But there were less staff, there were only one for each ward, and what we called a ‘Runner’. That was 
an extra nurse if there were, <..pause..> There were five nurses for the wards and one runner and she 
went round helping you with each ward with all the heavy patients. But it was heavy because some of 
the wards were twenty-eight patients and if they were incontinent you had just to keep at it because you 
were changing beds all night. 

 

Q. And so did you live in? 

A. No, no, oh no, I came home. 

 

Q. And so how did the nurses get on with doctors? 

A. Oh we all got on well, even the sister, the night superintendent as we called her. I mean she was 
because she was in full charge. We visited one another's homes, I mean if there were any wee do going 
on or wedding anniversary or that we visited one another we were all very friendly. 

 

Q. And so did you enjoy nursing? 

A. Oh, I loved my nursing. 

 

Q. And so when you were working in Service? <..pause..> 

A. I never worked in Service, it was actually, I went in as a table-maid, but for Service they would have to 
do this, and do that, and clean up grates and make beds and things like that. I never did that. It was 
actually on the tables, but I didn't tell you there used to be women worked in Cowie, they worked up in 
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the screes, that was the pit head, washing the coal, taking stones out and them that wasn't in Service 
worked in the pit head. It was a hard, dirty job. 

 

Q. And you also mentioned to me that Orchard House used to be The Poor House? 

A. Oh yes it was The Poor House, and when I first started there it was The Health Board was just taking it 
over, and when I went it was little iron, just wee iron beds with hard mattresses, and the blankets were 
very few and far between. I mean you had to be careful what you did with the blankets. <..pause..> But 
when the Health Board took it over it gradually each ward was new, the beds that they have now, beds 
moved in and the old stone floors that was on the bottom was all tiled, you know, tiles, and upstairs 
there was wooden floors, they were all covered in the tiles too and then we got screens round about 
them. Before you had one screen for a ward, and you used to have to carry it everywhere you went 
because you'd to take it and put it round the bed that you were working at and always take it back 
because, but now it's nothing, you just drew a curtain. 

 

Q. So what age were you when you married? 

A. Oh, when I married, I married when I was twenty-one. 

 

Q. And what age was your husband? 

A. Twenty-eight. 

 

Q. So had you known your husband over a long time? 

A. No, I met him just through going to the dancing and he was a good ballroom dancer. In fact he was one 
of the best round about, and I like ballroom dancing, that was in Bannockburn Town Hall, that was the 
only place we could go. 

 

Q. So did he come from Bannockburn? 

A. My husband came from Bannockburn, yes, and eh, when I used to go to the dancing down there in 
Bannockburn to the Town Hall there were a whole gang of us that all went, walked home at night 
because the buses were off at night time, and eh, I met him there. <..pause..> And that's how it was, just 
because he was a good dancer I started to go with him and then we started going regular. 

 

Q. So did you get engaged then? 

A. Yes, we got engaged. During midnight, my husband was a Catholic, during midnight mass we got 
engaged. 

 

Q. And could you describe the wedding? 

A. The wedding, my wedding! Well my brother was married the same day. My wedding was a very quiet 
wedding but eh, I was married up, it was Canon McManus, in Bannockburn Church because I had to go 
with my husband who was Catholic, I didn't turn Catholic but I got married by the Priest so that any 
family would automatically become Catholics. And eh, we only had a wedding breakfast with all my 
brothers and sisters and Bob's brothers and sisters and the two fathers, that was all and we went away 
our honeymoon to Dunbar where my sister stayed but not with my sister, she had booked us rooms in a 
friend of hers, we didn't stay with her, and that's where our honeymoon was, in Dunbar for a fortnight. 

 

Q. And what was your husband's job when you married? 

A. He was a mine driver in the pit. 

 

Q. And did he have other jobs after that? 

A. No, no, he hadnae time for other jobs. 

 

Q. So did you continue to work when you got married? 

A. Oh no, not when I got married. 

 

Q. Was it the done thing for women then to stop work? 
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A. No, I had my mother this time you see. I was looking after my mother when we got married. I stayed 
with my mother and father because everybody else was married and out of the house, so there were 
only my mother and father, <..pause..> and me and then Bob. So we took over the big room and just 
furnished it all for ourselves and that was our department. My mother and father stayed in the great big 
kitchen where the beds were. 

 

Q. And did you have any children? 

A. I had nine children. 

 

Q. Nine children. 

A. Yes, I had two boys and seven daughters. 

 

Q. And can you name them? 

A. Well I lost Agnes' twin and I lost Ann's twin when they were born, but Raymond was born in 1936, 
December 1936, Bert was born in May 1939, and Karen was born in April 1941. Maureen was born in 
May 1944, Catherine was born in May 1946 and then I had Ann in 1949 and her twin, but her twin only 
lived an hour and then I had Agnes in 1953, and she was a twin, but her twin was dead, stillborn as we 
called it. 

 

Q. And was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. <..pause..> There werenae any such thing then as anything to say you, <..pause..> you just had them and 
that was that, there was nothing else you could do about it. 

 

Q. So you didn't know anything about birth control? 

A. Oh there was no such thing as birth control. And anyway it would have been against Bob's religion, 
Catholics didn't believe in anything like that. 

 

Q. So did you know what to expect in childbirth and labour? 

A. Oh well I'd been to nursing so I knew that. Oh I've delivered over, about two hundred babies in Cowie, 
that was before they had the way they have it the now. Most of them had their babies in the house and 
it'd be too late in sending for a nurse and they used to run for me. 

 

Q. So did you read up any books about birth or labour? 

A. Oh yes, I had my books about all that. 

 

Q. So were your children all born at home? 

A. No, no, I had my children all in the hospital. I wasn't able to have any at home. 

 

Q. So what happened when one of the children was born? Did your sister or that help out or your mother 
help out? 

A. No, not my mother, my mother died when my second boy was only just a year. No, I had sisters and 
sister-in-laws, they were very good, but Bob was good with the family. 

 

Q. And how did you feed your first baby? 

A. I never fed any of my babies because all my babies were all kept in the prem. room and they used to 
take milk to them, but not from me, I never had any milk. They used to say to me, Matron it used to be, 
she was the Matron in the maternity then, she told me that if I'd been on a farm they would have shot 
me because I couldn't feed my young. I had no milk. They used to go round the mothers and get milk off 
the mothers to feed all the prem. babies. My babies were all premature. 

 

Q. So if you needed advice who did you turn to? Did you turn to your sisters or the nurse or a doctor? 

A. But what kind of advice? 

 

Q. Well advice on looking after children? 
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A. Oh no, I didn't need any, I knew how to look after children. I'd read all that up myself, I was quite 
interested in bringing up children. 

 

Q. And you mentioned that your husband had a lot to do with the children when they were young? 

A. Oh Rob was very good with the children. He took them picnics himself and he used to take other 
children with him and they'd games and things like that when he was off, when he wasnae working, and 
take them to the pictures and always visited their other gran. 

 

Q. So over the time that you have lived, what was the medical care like when you were a child say? 

A. Oh it was Dr. Fleming. Dr. Fleming he did everything, he even drew teeth. He was dentist, he was 
doctor, he was. <..pause..> Anybody had any problems they went to him, he was a wonderful doctor, 
<..pause..> a clever doctor. 

 

Q. And did you visit him as a last resort? Did you try home cures and things? 

A. No, no, I mean my father and Dr. Fleming were very, very friendly, and he came about our house a lot, 
but anything like that they just asked, <..pause..> I mean they were on names, my father called him Tom 
and he called my father Rab. It would never be anything else but auld Rab Cowie, the ‘Gamie’. 
Everybody knew him as that, Robert his name was. 

 

Q. And did you have visits from a nurse regularly? Was there a District Nurse? 

A. There was a District Nurse, I mean she was a Nurse Dickie. She was the nurse in Cowie, and her sister, 
Nurse Dickie was the one for Plean. They never ever married, but they were wonderful little nurses, and 
they went about on bikes. It's all the same what like the weather was, wherever a nurse was needed 
they went about. 

 

Q. And were the nurses and doctors friendly or strict? 

A. Oh yes, they were very, very friendly. 

 

Q. And do you remember having to pay for the doctor? 

A. No, not paying. We didn't pay for the doctor because my brothers paid through the pit. There was so 
much kept off their wages each week and that paid for the doctor, but if you needed an ambulance to 
take you to the hospital you had to pay for an ambulance, and my father, he paid the doctor so much 
every week so that if ever he was needed he came, but you had to pay that every week. 

 

Q. And so how did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 

A. Well actually in the early years of my marriage I was looking after my father. I had to do all that, looked 
after my father and did all the housekeeping. Bob was hopeless round about the house, he couldn't 
even boil a kettle. <..pause..> I used to say that but I mean he worked hard in the pit. 

 

Q. And did you know what your husband earned? 

A. His earnings? 

 

Q. Yes. 

A. <..pause..> My husband told me and I didn't believe him, of course it was true, they didn't get a pay line. I 
got the same thing every week for, <..pause..> when I got married until the day he retired. He used to say, 
"Have you got enough to keep the house?" and I say “That's right.” 

 

Q. And did he pay the bills himself? 

A. No, no, I had to do all that. 

 

Q. So was it difficult trying to decide how to spend the money on, say things like food and furniture and 
clothes and things? 

A. Oh well food was first, food came first, and then the children to see that they were properly clothed. But 
I could never say, no, we never ever went hungry or anything like that. 
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Q. And did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Well you had to struggle, I mean you had to put, I mean I put half a crown by when he was paid, it was 
for our old age. I put half a crown by for our old age, and half a crown by for to get any wee things, 
luxuries, likes of when they were going away. But after that half crown, when I carried on, as the pay got 
bigger you put more in and, what's a half crown valued at now? I still have some money in the bank that 
was all started through with the half crown a week from I got married. 

 

Q. And so if any neighbours were ill or confined to bed, did you help? 

A. Oh you went and helped out. You helped or you could make a pot of soup and take it to them and say 
that's your soup if the man couldnae make anything like that or some would do a baking of scones. Give 
that, and another one take away the washing and iron it and bring it back. 

 

Q. And so where you lived did all the people have the same standard of living? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And do you think of yourself as a member of a class? Like do you think you're working class? 

A. No, I never, ever. I considered myself as good as anybody. I didn't owe anybody anything, I didn't ask 
anybody for anything. They maybe had more than what I had but that was all. 

 

Q. And did people do their shopping mostly in local corner shops? 

A. In Cowie? 

 

Q. Yes. 

A. Well now that was the only shops there were. They were little sweetie shops as we called them. Cook, 
they had a wee shop in Millar Place and then there was Mulrae's, they had the wee shop at the end of 
Argowan, and then old Jimmy Swann had the wee hut, just a tiny wee hut, but that was it, but there 
were only shops that you could buy food in and that was the Co-Operative and Marshall’s. That was the 
only two shops you could buy food in. 

 

Q. And did any local shops ever give tick or credit? 

A. Oh most of them have done credit. They had books and then they paid it at the end of the week and if 
they didn't pay it, it meant they didn't get anything, but I can safely say that the biggest majority of 
people did. I didn't pay anything like that. The only thing that I paid weekly was my milkman that left my 
milk, and my baker who used to leave me rolls early in the morning. The paper, my milk, and my rolls, 
that was the only thing that I ever had to pay, I paid for everything as I got it. I just was brought up the 
way my mother brought. <..pause..> 

 

Q. And were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. Not in Cowie. Stirling was the nearest pawn shop. 

 

Q. And was your area a friendly neighbourhood? 

A. Oh they were very, very friendly. Cowie then was very, very, <..pause..> I'm telling you that if an accident 
happened everybody was running, it was all the same where they were, to see what they could do to 
help, to help out. 

 

Q. And have any memories of The First World War been handed down to you through the family? Was 
anyone connected in the family with The First World War? 

A. No, no, my father and my two brothers was in The First World War, but it was a thing they never ever 
discussed, never ever spoke about it. My brother, he was in France most of the time, he got the Military 
Medal. I mean I was that proud seeing a photograph of him holding his Military Medal he got, but it was 
a thing they never ever spoke about, either The First War or The Second War. 

 

Q. And do you have any memories of The Second World War? 



 1264

A. Oh yes. I was in the Red Cross of course. Our station was held in the Miner’s Welfare and my man, he 
was a warden that patrolled round about the roads looking for lights. The night of the Clydebank we 
were all out because they were fighting up above Cowie, and we had an  aeroplane brought down on 
the Mair in Cowie and we were all rushed up there and they were tearing bits apart, bits of the 
parachute and things like that and keeping it for souvenirs. The pilot was killed of course, but the night 
that the bomb dropped where the King’s Park was, that's down at the foot of the Craigs. The railway 
station there, it knocked the railway, the cottages they were all flattened. Where the Player’s Factory is, 
where Player's Factory was, anyway that was where the bomb dropped. They were after the place they 
had down there at the Throsk, where they made all the ammunition and things down at the Throsk, they 
were after that, but instead of that they dropped the bomb, the mine, the land-mine it was. And it was a 
funny thing, all the windows on the one side of the street in Stirling, the right hand side of the street, 
right up King Street were all smashed and the other ones were all alright because they said it was the 
way Stirling's built on a rock. It was the formation of the rock, it didnae interfere with that side but it did 
this side, but the engine drivers’ wee row of houses that was on the left hand side before you go over 
the bridge, most of them, the windows were all blown out and things like that. They did knock it down 
eventually, but it got a good bit of the blast. But they were lucky because if it had landed in the town 
right next to where the gas thing is it would've blew everything up. We were out all night then. 

 

Q. And do you have memories of rationing? 

A. Oh, rationing. Rationing was a terrible thing, and I don't think that anybody could safely say they never 
took an extra two pound of sugar or an extra quarter of tea in a shop because you couldn't possibly. I 
didn't take sugar, but my husband was very fond of sugar. He liked sugar for his tea, and you see when 
we were in Lipton’s they would give you an extra quarter of tea. The folks said don't say anything about 
it, but it wasn't stealing because you were paying for it, but you werenae supposed to get it because 
maybe your ration would be up. You had your wee ration books for everyone, which was not very much, 
two ounce of butter a week, you see, and your half pound of sugar. Well you got your two ounce of tea, 
that didn't do very much, but if you had a big family, if they all took sugar, it was hopeless. So you got it 
black market, sugar and tea. A lot of them used to sell their clothing coupons to get, they gave them 
clothing coupons. I never did that but they did. 

 

Q. And did you have an active social life in The Second World War? 

A. Oh yes, in The Second World War we organized eh, we had dances every week, competitions, dance 
competitions, singing competitions, and we put the money aside for the prisoners of war, and for the 
funds for the soldiers that eh, they all had quite a lot to get when they came home, and we had a 
wonderful night when they did come home, the prisoners of war. They had a great night and they all got 
so much each. 

 

Q. Do you remember when war was declared? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember what you were doing at that time? 

A. Well actually I was attending to my father because it was his birthday. It was a Sunday morning, the 3
rd

 
of September 1939, and I was putting my father's socks on when it came over the wireless, we didnae 
have television then, over the wireless saying that war had been declared and my father says, "You'll 
mind that one, hen!" I says, "Why dad?", he says, "It's my birthday." You see I hadnae said it was his 
birthday because if he thought we were forgetting. "It's my birthday" I says, 'I know it's your birthday." 

 

Q. And so do you equally well remember when peace was declared? 

A. Yes, because when peace, when we had peace we had a bonfire. We'd collected wood for about a 
fortnight, some of them had been to the woods and got old sleepers, railway sleepers, and my father lit 
it because he was the oldest resident, and he lit the bonfire and we danced, and I played the mandolin 
of course, banjo, and I had a guitar, but I played the mandolin and eh, <..pause..> dancing and singsongs, 
and they were all bringing out sandwiches, you know, for people. Oh we had a great night and they 
were dancing eight-some reels in the streets for the end of the war, and of course the men all going 
about with their bottle of beer. 

 

Q. And you equally have got vivid memories of the 1926 Miner’s Strike? 
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A. Yes, the 1926 Miner’s Strike, and the vividest that I can really remember is when they brought the 
soldiers in, they surrounded the pit with soldiers, and I can remember that we were over playing, there 
were about seven or eight of us, we were playing and this soldier gave me thruppence to go and get 
him five woodbine out of Mrs. Cook’s, that was the wee sweetie shop in Millar Place, and I went, five 
woodbine was tuppence and he told me to keep the penny, and I was that proud, I had got a penny, it 
was the '26 strike, I mean there were nobody had money. I got a penny and when I went home my 
father took it off me. He said, "You'd no right taking a penny and you won't get that." and he put the 
penny on the mantelpiece and that penny lay there for a long period, but I couldn't touch that penny, but 
I got a row for taking a penny off the soldier. He says, because these soldiers are depriving. At that time 
the miners couldn't even get into the place and they had it all surrounded. 

 

Q. And do you remember soup kitchens and things? 

A. Yes, my mother organized, <..pause..> each row had their own soup kitchen, but they used to say that 
Cowie's row was the best row because my father kept the soup kitchen going. It was in the washhouse, 
a huge boiler and they lit the fire underneath the water and my father would clean rabbits, cut them all 
up, or hares and put them all into the big boiler with the water, and every one of the miners were all 
keen gardeners, they all had big gardens with vegetables, plenty vegetables there were, and they all 
took turns in bringing a bag of vegetables for the soup, and other women, along with my mother, they 
washed them and cleaned them all and put them all in the boiler, and when the soup was made they 
each brought their pot. It all depended, the bigger the family, the bigger the pot, and they all got a big 
pot of soup. And then my mother at the weekends, my brother Alec and I went with her and we had a 
clothes basket, it was, you know, the old fashioned clothes baskets. We had to carry that and she went 
round the shops in Stirling and asked them if they had anything for the miner’s soup kitchen, and it was 
surprising the amount of stuff that she got and it was brought back, <..pause..> and the children, the ones 
that their school was having, it was a plate of soup they got, and then you had to queue up on one side 
for a slice of bread and butter, or that side, the right hand side for a slice of bread and jam. And it was 
held in the hut in Cowie School the now, it's still there that hut, where the cookery used to be. That's 
where they all went in and got their meals, except me. (laughs) Because my father wasn't a miner you 
see I wasn't eligible for it, but I mean I didnae, <..pause..> my mother kept it all going though for we had 
plenty to eat. 

 

Q. And were the miners’ families poverty stricken? 

A. Oh, at that time they were. l mean they didnae know, there werenae such a thing and they were very, 
very proud, they wouldnae go to The Parish. There was The Parish, see that place in Bannockburn 
there, they walked down there and they'd maybe give them a shilling for to get so much milk if you had 
a wee baby. A shilling for a week to get them milk, that's about all they would get. No, they were very, 
very proud. 
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Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1915. 

 

Q. And where were you born? 

A. Bannockburn, 

 

Q. And how long did you live there for? 

A. All my life. Apart from the fact that I went to France when I was newly married, until war broke out and I 
returned to Scotland. 

 

Q. And how many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. I had two brothers and two sisters, making a family of five. 

 

Q. And can you remember their names? 

A. Yes. Alec, Chris, John and Mary and myself was Mrs. M2. 

 

Q. And how old were your parents when you were born, can you remember? 

A. Oh, my mother may have been about forty when I was born I should think. <..pause..> I think she would 
be. 

 

Q. And your father, how old would he be? 

A. Forty-one or forty-two. 

 

A. And can you tell me what your father's job was? 

A. He was an under-manager in the mines. 

 

Q. And can you tell me what his wage was? 

A. Two pound ten a week. 

 

Q. And did he have any other jobs before that, or after that? 

A. No. No, he died, my father died when he was fifty-eight. 

 

Q. And what jobs did your mother have before she was married? 

A. Looking after an elderly aunt. 

 

Q. And did your parents attend church? 

A. Very much. 

 

Q. Can you tell me the denomination? 

A. Protestant. 

 

Q. It was both your mother and father? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Went to church regularly? 

A. Very, <..pause..> My father was a Church Elder. 

 

Q. And did your parents take any interest in politics at all? 

A. Indirectly. Not, <..pause..> externally but internally in the home. 

 

Q. Do you know what party they voted for? 

A. Yes. Mother voted Tory and my father voted Liberal. (laughs) 

 

Q. So what did your parents do in their spare time? Did your mother - was she a member of the Women's 
Guild or anything? 

A. Yes, and she was a great singer. 

 

Q. So she would go out to concerts and soirées and things? 

A. Choirs, choirs, yes. She didn't sing solo when she was older but she went to choirs. My father was keen 
on his garden and keen on his violin and the organ playing. 

 

Q. And did your parents take part in any sport like football or, <..pause..> anything like that? 

A. Well in those days, <..pause..> father would go to football matches but he didn't participate. 

 

Q. So he was just a spectator then? 

A. Because he was so keen on his garden. 

 

Q. And what memories do you have of the house that you were born and brought up in when you were 
wee? 

A. Very happy memories. 

 

Q. Can you describe the house? How many rooms it had? 

A. Yes. There was a sitting room, a large kitchen, two bedrooms, a, <..pause..> well, <..pause..> it was a living-
room and a large kitchen and a toilet. 

 

Q. And what were the washing arrangements? Did you have a washhouse? 

A. There was a private washhouse outside and we had a woman used to come on a Monday and a 
Tuesday. Monday the old lady did all the whites and on a Tuesday she did all the colours. 

 

Q. And did your mother do all of the housework? 

A. Yes, except on Friday, when the old lady who used to wash on Monday and Tuesday came back and 
scrubbed on Fridays, because there was five of us of a family. 

 

Q. So did your mother make the family's clothes at all? 

A. Oh yes! Mother made dresses and knitted and she'd a knitting machine where she made all our socks 
and stockings. In those days we wore long knitted stockings and the summertime, socks. And of course 
during the war she did dozens and dozens of pairs of socks for the Army, for the Forces. 

 

Q. And did you as children get many new clothes, like dresses and frocks and skirts and things? 

A. Oh yes, 'cause she always made, <..pause..> made everything. She bought remnant of material and she 
could create anything out of nothing, you know, the old idea. 

 

Q. And did you get many new shoes? 
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A. Yes, yes. We were very fortunate because we were rather comfortable, if you know what I mean, 
compared with a lot of people in those days. We'd have been looked on, <..pause..> as, not that I like to 
say it, but middle class but we really were very comfortable. 

 

Q. So can you remember the wage that the lady got paid who did the scrubbing of the floors and the 
washing? 

A. She got five shillings on a Monday, five shillings on a Tuesday and, and five shillings on a Friday, which 
made fifteen shillings a week. She was an old widow, but that was a lot of money for her. 

 

Q. And did your father help your mother with any jobs in the house? 

A. Not at all. He loved his garden. (laughs) But from his garden he provided all the food for the house. You 
know what I mean? Mother kept the house and saw to everything but my father was a good provider. 

 

Q. And did you have to do any jobs around the house? 

A. Oh yes, very much. The five of us were all given, <..pause..> allocated our jobs to do. Whether be it 
cleaning cutlery as they don't have to do now, brushing shoes, making beds, cleaning windows, helping 
with shopping. We all had a job to do and each week we changed over. 

 

Q. And did you continue to do these jobs after you left school? 

A. Oh yes, yes. 

 

Q. And can you remember what kind of meals you had when you were a child? 

A. Oh, lovely! Pots of soup, mince and tatties and big steam puddings. 

 

Q. And did you have anything different on Sundays? 

A. Eh, I'm trying to think. Sunday was always, <..pause..> Sunday morning, we always had a good cooked 
breakfast of beef ham, pork ham, sausages and egg. The only morning of the week where we had 
cooked food like that instead of porridge. The other mornings we always had porridge. 

 

Q. And did you have a roast or something like that? 

A. No. The main meal on Sunday was always late, between four and five because we were never out of 
church on Sunday. We went to Sunday School and you went to all, <..pause..> you didn't get home until 
about three o'clock. Then we always had to change from our Sunday clothes into our other clothes and 
go for a walk in the country. And we collected flowers and when we came home we were taught to 
press them and made a wonderful collection of pressed flowers. So the meal on a Sunday was always 
between four and five, which consisted of, very often, eh, there wasn't chicken in those days, chicken 
was reserved for Christmas and that sort of thing, it may be a pie or something Mother had made or 
rabbit stew or, you know, that sort of thing and then we had to hurry up and get ready for church again, 
for half past six. 

 

Q. And where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. In the village. There was very adequate shopping facilities in Bannockburn in those days. 

 

Q. Do you remember going to the Co-Operative store in Bannockburn? 

A. Oh yes, very much. We had a shoe shop, a baker’s shop, a grocer shop, a fish and veg. shop, a 
butcher's shop, all on the Main Street in Bannockburn in those days. 

 

Q. And did you go shopping with your Mother and Father? 

A. Oh yes. Father didn't go shopping he didn't like shopping, but we always went with Mother. 

 

Q. And did you go shopping in Stirling? Can you remember the names of any of the shops in Stirling? 

A. On a Saturday afternoon. <..pause..> There were so few buses in those days. In the morning there'd be a 
bus to Stirling, mid-day there'd be a bus and one in the afternoon. And on a Saturday it was an outing to 
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go to Stirling because the shops didn't close until nine o'clock at night. So you could go and spend the 
whole afternoon and into the evening, shopping in Stirling. 

 

Q. And where did you buy things like furniture and clothes? 

A. Well the Co-Operative supplied those and local joiners used to make a lot of nice furniture. 

 

Q. And do you remember celebrating special occasions like birthdays and Christmas time? 

A. Oh yes! Birthday was always dumplings, great big dumplings with thru'penny bits wrapped in paper and 
at Christmas time again it was great big dumplings. There weren't so many Christmas cakes in those 
days. It was usually big dumplings and shortbread and cherry cake and sultana cake which meant a lot 
of a baking prior to Christmas time. 

 

Q. And did you get presents at birthday times and Christmas times? 

A. At birthday times we got eh, maybe a sixpence or a shilling and a kiss. There was no birthday cards in 
those days. At Christmas time we always got nice Christmas presents but the majority of them were 
made by my mother and father. They didn't buy in the shops, they were all more or less made by my 
mother and father. Toys were, <..pause..> the first big toy I remember was a scooter, bought in Graham 
and Morton’s in Stirling and then we got a doll and, <..pause..> you know, as we got older. But when we 
were young it was my father and mother who made most of our Christmas gifts. 

 

Q. And did your parents ever play any games with you? 

A. Oh yes. Ludo, Snap, em. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Snakes and Ladders, Dominoes? 

A. Yes, just the usual. Dominoes, Snakes and Ladders and simple games, nothing complicated. 

 

Q. And did you have any books to read when you were a child? 

A. Very much. Very much. A lot of poetry. And em, Charles Dickens which I hated as a child to read, but I 
appreciate now on the television, <..pause..> Dickens, but I hated to read it when I was a child. 

 

Q. And were you taken out visiting neighbours and friends and relations? 

A. Very much, very much. You'd a lot of aunties and uncles that weren't really aunties and uncles. 

 

Q. And did you ever go any holidays?  

A. Yes, we would go to Dysart, we would go to Kirkcaldy, we would go to Crieff, <..pause..> em, Dunoon, 
<..pause..> Aberdeen, a week at a time because in those days the local holidays were only one week. 
The Glasgow Fair. 

 

Q. And do you remember a wedding in the family when you were a child? 

A. I don't remember. 

 

Q. Your sister getting married or something? 

A. Oh that was when I was older. You say as a child. But my mother was the only daughter of three girls 
who was married. So none of my other aunts got married so I don't remember any weddings. And my 
father was an only son. 

 

Q. So can you tell me how you spent Sundays when you were young? 

A. I told you, we were never out of church. And we went for walks in the afternoon and collected wild 
flowers and then pressed them and made a collection of wild flowers. 

 

Q. So do you remember going to Sunday School and going to outings? 

A. Every Sunday. We went to Sunday School trips on the farm slipes, as we called them, the flat carts that 
the farmers took the hay home in. All the Sunday School children were taken in farm carts out to the 
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local farms for Sunday School trips or then we went on a train from Bannockburn to Dunblane or to 
Doune or to Callander. 

 

Q. And do you remember going to The Band of Hope meetings? 

A. Very much so and we had lantern slides and when it broke down all the children went hilarious, 
<..pause..> but they were lovely! It was Miss Mitchell and Miss Wilson who ran The Band of Hope and 
there were queues on a Monday night to get into The Band of Hope because there was no village 
cinema and that was the only cinema we had in those days. 

 

Q. And did you have different clothes to wear on Sundays? 

A. Oh very much, yes. We were very lucky. 

 

Q. So were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Yes I still do actually. 

 

Q. And so was religion important to you when you were young? 

A. Very much. It wasn't a thing that was enforced <..pause..> on you, but you were expected to participate. 

 

Q. And as a child did you play with members of the family, like your brothers and sisters or did you play 
with your neighbours? 

A. Oh yes. We played with family and we played with neighbours. All sorts of games, singing games and 
Rounders eh, Relievers, we played marbles with the boys, eh, all sorts of games that they played in 
those days and the singing games. 

 

Q. Skipping as well? 

A. Skipping, yes, we played a lot of Skipping. Single skipping and then ropes where you all jumped in. 

 

Q. And what kind of toys did you have to play with? 

A. A scooter, little shops, dollies. Oh I remember I got a little machine, handwork machine which had 
[been] made in Germany and was brought back from Germany by some of the soldiers during The First 
World War and I remember getting that for Christmas one year. 

 

Q. And did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Well we played marbles with the boys, we played Rounders with them, we played Three Relievers. Do 
you know what Three Relievers are? 

 

Q. No. Can you tell me? 

A. We had a pillar box on the wall on the new road and someone stood and hid there and the rest all went 
and when that person went to find them you ran from where you were hiding and you rapped on the 
pillar box and you called that Three Relievers, you were relieving the den, they recalled that was the 
den. You were back and the one who had been guarding the den, if we were all back before he was 
back, he had to go and hide his eyes again. You know the sort of thing. 

 

Q. And how did you spend your free time after school? 

A. Reading, doing all our homework, <..pause..> and knitting and music, singing. 

 

Q. And did you have any hobbies like going walks, you mentioned that? 

A. Very much. 

 

Q. Did you have a bicycle that you went cycling on? 

A. Eh, after I was at High School I had a bicycle but before that we had to just walk to school. 

 

Q. And did you help your father to do the garden? 



 1272

A. Oh yes. That's how I'm so keen on gardening now, because I always watched everything he did and I 
think if you look at my garden you'll see I have a rather nice one. 

 

Q. And did you collect things like cigarette cards or scraps? 

A. Scraps yes, lots of scraps. My brothers collected cigarette cards but we collected scraps. And we had a 
lot of books and mother made a, <..pause..> what we called a draft screen. Father constructed the wood 
and mother covered it and in the winter evenings we used to spend time pasting scraps on. It was a 
pastime and we made a beautiful draft screen just by pasting all sorts of scraps onto that, then mother 
bound it round with nice braiding. It was very attractive. I often wish I had it now. 

 

Q. And did you have any pets? 

A. Yes, we had a dog, Darkie. 

 

Q. And did you take part in any sports yourself when you were young? 

A. Yes, I was Sports Champion at school. I did running, jumping, tennis, hockey, badminton, netball, you 
name it I did it. The only thing I didn't do was swim because we'd no baths in Stirling so you'd have to 
go to Alloa and Falkirk. There were so few buses and it was so expensive that your parents were afraid 
to let you go on your own. It wasn't until people were much more grown up that they learned to swim. 
The boys were alright they learned to swim in the Bannock Burn up at the falls, but the girls weren't 
allowed to. 

 

Q. And did you go to the Guides? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. So do you remember what pack you were in? 

A. When I was in the Brownies I was in the Elves. When I was in the Guides, <..pause..> oh, what was my 
Guide pack again? I just forget at the moment. It'll likely come when I'm not thinking. Snowdrops, I think 
it was. 

 

Q. And did you ever go to the pictures when you were young? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember the name of the cinema in Stirling that you would go to? 

A. The Picture House, because The Regal wasn't built then and The Allanpark wasn't built then, so we 
went to The Picture House, which no longer exists. 

 

Q. And can you remember what kind of films you saw? 

A. Musical films and Tom Mix, and Cowboys. 

 

Q. And did you go to concerts and things? 

A. Very much, yes. We went to a lot of concerts because we anticipated, [participated] eh, we took part in 
singing in the concerts and then the family were all involved, so if there was anyone in a particular choir 
we went along to that concert. You know, say if it was my sister in a choir or my brother in one of the 
choirs, we went along and listened to the various choirs because the local church choirs and the local 
choirs were excellent. So we had some wonderful concerts. When I was about sixteen, <..pause..> and I 
had won a lot of prizes at the music festivals. I actually sang when David McCallum was playing the 
violin. Now David McCallum in due course became a very prominent violinist in London, and I was only 
a young girl and I didn't know, he came from Kilsyth, and I didn't know at that time he would be 
eventually the musician he became. And Jean Day who was a very prominent local singer always 
encouraged me because she said I had a lovely sweet soprano voice. 

 

Q. And did your parents give you pocket money? 

A. Eh, on Saturdays we got a penny, <..pause..> and that was a lot of money. 
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Q. So what did you spend that on? What could you get for a penny? 

A. A bar of chocolate or some, <..pause..> dolly mixtures or something. You couldn't get a lot for a penny, 
but a penny was quite a lot of pocket money to get a that time. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Four and a half. 

 

Q. And what type of school was it? 

A. Bannockburn Public School. Excellent teachers and an excellent Head Master. 

 

Q. So what punishments were there if you were naughty? 

A. Well if the boys were naughty they got the belt. But the boys weren't bad, they just needed a bit of 
discipline. But eventually we discovered that the boys got such a reputation that the teachers only 
needed to shout and they knew to behave, <..pause..> because they learned the word of command and 
discipline or they knew they would get the belt and they didn't like the belt. 

 

Q. And so can you remember what subjects you were taught there? 

A. Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, History, Geography, Mental Arithmetic, em, Art, in a form, not by an Art 
teacher but just a teacher, you got Sewing, the general subjects that were taught in the Primary Schools 
in Scotland. 

 

Q. So you weren't taught Science, or were you? 

A. Not at the Primary School but Stirling High School we did. 

 

Q. And so did boys and girls get taught the same subjects at Primary School? 

A. Yes. The very same, yes. 

 

Q. And can you remember what you wore to school, was it a uniform or? <..pause..> 

A. Not in the Primary School in Bannockburn, you could wear what you liked. But we always wore nice 
little navy skirts and knitted jumpers that my mother made for us. She made all our clothes. 

 

Q. And what did you do at play times? 

A. Played Skipping, Hide and Seek, or just sat in the, <..pause..> shelter and spoke about, <..pause..> just sat 
speaking. If it was raining you couldn't play games then. 

 

Q. So did you go on to Stirling High? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. And so what did you think of Stirling High? 

A. I loved it. 

 

Q. And what did you think of the teachers? 

A. Oh, marvellous, they were wonderful teachers. They weren't teachers they were friends. Because, in 
our family there were five of us so if you went in you were noted, "You're the sister of such and such, 
your the brother of such and such." So you had to take the reputation that had come through the family, 
which made you work. 

 

Q. So what punishments were there? Was it the cane or just the strap? 

A. I never remember anyone getting the belt or the cane at Stirling High School, just reprimanded by word 
of mouth. 

 

Q. And what subjects were taught there? 
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A. Oh, English, History, Geography, French, Science, Botany, Gymnastics, Domestic Science, and Music. 

 

Q. And do you remember, you must have worn a uniform then? 

A. Yes, uh huh. 

 

Q. And what did you do at playtimes at Stirling High? 

A. I think we just wandered about the quadrangle talking in groups because the various classes were 
divided and you only could meet up and you only had a very short spell between the periods that you 
didn't have a playtime like what you'd had at the Primary School. You'd only sort of enough time to ring 
the bell to let people go to the toilet. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you left school? 

A. Eighteen. Seventeen and a half actually, seventeen and a half because I had to wait 'til I was eighteen 
to go to Domestic Science College. 

 

Q. And did you attend any part-time education afterwards? 

A. Didn't need to. Because I'd taken full qualifications while I was at school and at College. 

 

Q. And so can you describe what it was like, what a typical day would be like for you at College? 

A. Leaving home in the morning at half past seven, getting into Glasgow at half past eight, having to go 
from Glasgow through, out to Domestic Science College. And then the whole day you were kept busy, 
you know, doing your subjects, whether it be Practical or Theory. Then at night you left college at four, 
travelled into Glasgow, you came by bus through to Bannockburn or to St. Ninians and then after your 
tea between six and seven you'd to sit down and do your studies, never getting to bed very often 'til 
eleven or twelve at night. And then you were up at seven in the morning, or half past six. It was a very 
long day. 

 

Q. So were you self-financed or did you get a Bursary to go to College? 

A. A very, very small Bursary. About fifty pounds a year and that had to cover your fees. Your parents 
really had to supplement your clothes and your travelling. 

 

Q. And did you live at home then while you were at College? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember the subjects you had to study? 

A. All the Domestic Science subjects were; Science, Food Research, em, all practical subjects in Domestic 
Science. Most of the day was spent on the practical side of it, but you had Science and Physics. 

 

Q. And was there a heavy work load with essays and practical work and things like that? 

A. It was practical work and then you had to do lots of preparation all weekend, for you had a practical test 
every Monday of all the work you had carried out the week before in lecture work. You had to do it all in 
practice on the Monday to get a grading, because you came up to going out to teaching then. 

 

Q. And was there a system of classes and then bigger lectures? 

A. Yes. Very much so. 

 

Q. And did you like the tutors? Were they strict or were they fair or? <..pause..> 

A. They were strict but friendly. They were very good. If you worked you had no fear. 

 

Q. And did you join any Clubs and Societies? 

A. Not in college because life was spent travelling between home and College, and it, <..pause..> In the 
evenings you were busy studying and at weekends I always had to do preparation work for the next 
week. So with our distance away from Glasgow in those days, it was a long distance in the bus every 
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morning travelling backwards and forwards, that you didn't have much leisure time, it had to be study 
time. 

 

Q. And did you make any new friends while you were at College? 

A. Yes, and funnily enough a lot of the friends I made were girls from Northern Ireland because there was 
no Domestic Science College in Belfast and those girls got priority in staying in the hostel. And very 
often when it came to weekends and holidays they couldn't go home, so I befriended quite a number of 
them and they came here. And years after while I was doing lecture work all over Great Britain I had to 
travel a lot to Ireland and I met up with some of them whom I'd known as students. They were now 
married the same as I had been. 

 

Q. And did you feel that all the students there were from a similar social background or were there different 
groups? 

A. Eh, there were some quite mixed. The social background was majority but there were certain girls I 
would have said, ‘Young ladies’, who didn't and never would have to work, who didn't take an academic 
course but only took a sort of eh, <..pause..> finishing course as one would call it, you know the type of 
thing. 

 

Q. So were they basically working class students or? <..pause..> 

A. The majority of them were working class. 

 

Q. <..pause..> Or middle class? 

A. I would have said working and middle class, yes. 

 

Q. And, of course it was single sex, there were only women? 

A. Just women, yes. 

 

Q. And were there many women tutors? 

A. They were all women tutors, yes. And the principal was Miss Melvin, she was a woman as well. There 
was no men in the College of Domestic Science then at all. 

 

Q. So what year did you leave College? 

A. Oh dear, thirty-five? Thirty-four, I think, thirty-four, thirty-five. I'm trying to remember because I just had 
left the year, <..pause..> No! Thirty-four it must have been. I was married in thirty-six. 

 

Q. And so there you combine teacher training with the practical cookery experience then? 

A. That's right, yes, yes. 

 

Q. So can you remember your first teaching placement while you were at College? 

A. Eh, actually it was in Stirling, after, afterwards. When you were a student you went out to various 
schools, but then after you finished you were in your local schools. 

 

Q. So were you nervous at your first placement? 

A. No, no. I think the fact that I had been doing a lot of singing in public concerts, I never. And still even 
although you're sitting there and I'm recording this, I haven't got a bit of a flutter in any way. 

 

Q. Were there differences between what you'd learned at College and actual teaching practice? 

A. Very much so. Very much. Because at college you got the theory but you found when you put it into 
practice you had to adjust according to the type of pupils you were teaching. Some schools, the pupils 
were from better class homes and some classes, particularly in the city of Glasgow, they never saw a 
table set properly. They only saw jam jars and milk bottles and all sorts of things. They didn't have a 
proper set table. And you had to allow for the simplicity of diet you taught those children, compared with 
the other ones who came from a good home or from a normal Scottish home where a table was set. It 
opened your eyes really. 
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Q. So where was your first full-time job as a teacher? 

A. In Stirling. 

 

Q. Can you describe a typical day? What you would get through? 

A. Well, I was involved with both Cookery and Sewing. I had to do both subjects. So I went from the very 
small infant, junior, very junior children teaching them cross stitches and all sorts of sewing and then the 
senior pupils, I had to teach them their cookery during the day. 

 

Q. So how did you get your job? Was it by personal contact or through a newspaper? 

A. No. Just application to the Local Education Authority, yes. 

 

Q. And can you remember what hours you worked from? 

A. Nine to four. 

 

Q. And you had a break of one hour at dinnertime? 

A. Lunchtime, yes. 

 

Q. And did you have holidays with pay? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. So can you remember what you were paid? 

A. I think I told you, about three pounds ten a week. 

 

Q. Did you feel that was a fair wage? 

A. In was the acceptable wage in those days. Nobody squibbled about salaries. Never seemed to be in the 
teaching profession, a discontentment, because I think the people went into teaching because they 
wanted to. They didn't go into it because it was a job, they went into it because they wanted to teach. 

 

Q. So was it more of a vocation then? 

A. It was, yes. 

 

Q. So were you still living at home at that time? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Did you give a lot of your wage to your mother? 

A. Most of my salary went to my mother. I think I got about ‘ten bob’ a week in pocket money. 

 

Q. And was there a fair proportion of women teachers to male or? <..pause..> 

A. The majority of the teachers were females at that time. Except in the other subjects like say Science 
and Maths and English, you know, the usual subjects where there were men. But the majority of 
teachers were women. 

 

Q. Was there a presentation when a teacher retired? 

A. Usually yes, usually. 

 

Q. And was there a Trade Union? 

A. No. There was only the E.I.S. for Scotland. Every teacher was expected to become a member of the 
E.I.S. but that was only symbolic letters. They never seemed to take any part in anything like what there 
is now, you know, Trade Union meetings or anything. It was just you became a member automatically of 
the E.I.S. when you became a teacher. 
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Q. So how did you feel about teaching as a vocation? Did you really enjoy it? 

A. Very much, yes. Very much. 

 

Q. And so was it usual to stay on or leave after you got married? 

A. Oh, one had to leave when you got married. There was no option in, in those days. When you married 
you had to resign. 

 

Q. And so, you eventually married, did you leave too? 

A. I was left a young widow and had to return to teaching when my children were the length of going to 
school. 

 

Q. So can you remember when you first started to work, did your relationship change with your parents at 
all? 

A. Not at all, no. We were a very happy home actually. I think because we were all so involved in so much 
that was common to the family. 

 

Q. And so how did you manage your money, the money that was left behind after you had given most of it 
to your mother? 

A. Well, you paid so much for your choir subscription or if you wanted to go to a concert. A concert in those 
days maybe cost you only a shilling, one and six. If you wanted to go to the pictures you could get in for 
a shilling, one and six. So from your ten bob it was amazing how; you could get a weekly ticket on the 
bus for half a crown so you could manage on your ten shillings pocket money. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time away from work as a teacher? Were you a member of any clubs or 
societies? 

A. Well, I was a member of the choir, Stirling Aerian Choir and then I was involved a lot in singing at that 
time. 

 

Q. And did you go to any dances or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh, very much. I loved them. 

 

Q. And did you continue to play tennis? 

A. Occasionally, yes. 

 

Q. And concerts? 

A. Concerts, very much, yes. 

 

Q. And eh, you still went regularly to church? 

A. Yes and still do, yes. 

 

Q. So did religion mean more to you after childhood or did it mean the same? 

A. Continued, yes. Because I do believe that if you've gone through a traumatic experience in your life that 
you realize that there's something that you've to hang onto. And I think the more you think of the world 
the more you realize how incompetent people are, and you need something stronger you can't describe 
what it is but it is something that gives you strength and you only get that from your religion. 

 

Q. And did you take an interest in politics at that time? 

A. I'm always interested in politics but within my own home. 

 

Q. So did you become a member of a particular party or anything like that? 

A. Not really no. 

 

Q. Or involved in any activities, fund raising activities? 
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A. I prefer not to be involved politically outwith my own home because when you're on your own it could be 
dangerous. 

 

Q. And did you ever go on holiday when you started work as a teacher? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. So where, can you tell me, did you go? 

A. Well in those days, one didn't travel so much abroad as now. The first time I went abroad to Switzerland 
I only paid seventeen pound for a holiday for two weeks and that was the first, the second year I was 
teaching, compared with what you pay when you travel abroad now. 

 

Q. And did you make a lot of new friends at this time? 

A. Very much, yes. 

 

Q. So how did you meet up with them? 

A. By travelling. 

 

Q. And what sort of things did you do together, eh, go to the cinema or? <..pause..> 

A. No, I went walking and climbing, sightseeing, that was the general thing we did while on holiday. 

 

Q. And did your parents meet your friends? 

A. Yes, we brought; my father always insisted that you would never go out with anyone you were afraid to 
bring home. That was his philosophy. 

 

Q. So did they expect to know where you were at a certain time? 

A. Very much so and you had to be in by eleven o'clock at night or else you had to answer for it, or say 
before that you were going to be late. 

 

Q. So what age were you when you married? 

A. Three years. 

 

Q. So what age was your husband then? 

A. He was eleven years older than me. 

 

Q. And can you tell me how you met? 

A. Quite romantically actually. Because I was involved so much with so many things at school and my 
husband was a graduate of the Sorbonne and came to Scotland and he was very friendly with the 
French teacher in Stirling High and he came to all our end of term concerts, where I seemed to 
participate in everything, and he became friendly with my brother and he came about the house with my 
brother. Then when he returned to France he kept writing to my brother but began writing to me. So 
gradually the letters came more to me than to my brother until each year he returned back to Scotland 
on holiday and we became great friends. And his father died suddenly, his mother had died when he 
was a student on a scholarship to America, em, before he came to Scotland and his father died the year 
he was in Scotland and my parents were very kind to him and that was the year that he more or less 
asked if I would marry him. 

 

Q. So em, he came from France then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Which region in France? 

A. Eh, Creuse, central France. 

 

Q. So was he from the same background as yourself? 
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A. Very academic. His father was Head Master and his mother was Head Mistress of the school. 

 

Q. So eh, did you eventually get engaged? 

A. We did, yes. But his parents, his mother had died, as I said already, while he was on scholarship in 
America and his father died while he was here on holiday and he had no brothers or sisters, so he was 
alone. So that more or less made the marriage come a little quicker than it might have. 

 

Q. And did you manage to get things together, like furniture and household things for setting up your home 
from your wedding presents? 

A. Well actually we got a lot of wedding presents but my husband was left the house by his father, his own 
home, so we already had a home when we went to France which belonged to my husband's parents. 
But we got a lot of wedding presents of our own. 

 

Q. So could you describe the wedding? 

A. Oh it was lovely! It was Christmas Day and it was a beautiful bright sunny day. So unusual to think of 
Christmas Day as a bright sunny, <..pause..> and we were very happy, married in Stirling and all our 
friends were there and it was really a lovely rather romantic wedding. 

 

Q. And can you remember what you were wearing? 

A. Yes. A white satin dress, long veil and a beautiful large bouquet of carnations. 

 

Q. And did you have a reception afterwards? 

A. Very much so, yes, in The Station Hotel in Stirling. 

 

Q. And did you have a honeymoon? 

A. Yes, we went to Paris for our honeymoon. 

 

Q. Oh! How romantic. 

A. Very romantic, yes. 

 

Q. And so what was your husband's job when you married? 

A. He was a teacher. 

 

Q. And can you tell me what his salary was? 

A. About five pounds a week. 

 

Q. And so did you continue to work after you got married? 

A. No. Not until I was left a young widow. 

 

Q. And so how many children did you have? 

A. Two. A son and a daughter. 

 

Q. And was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. Well, due to the war, there was no other answer to it. 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. Not at all, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you read any books? <..pause..> 

A. <..pause..> I hadn't a clue. 
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Q. <..pause..> On how to look after babies? 

A. No, I think it was a natural born thing in those times. I think if you were brought up in a home you 
somehow learned what it was to become a mother. And you never discussed sex with your parents. 
And you never knew a thing that was going to happen to you when you were going to have a baby. I 
thought you were cut open! Stupid really, isn't it! 

 

Q. So there wasn't really any kind of sex education or anything like that? 

A. Nothing like that when we were young. 

 

Q. So were your children born at home? 

A. My daughter was born at home because I just came back from France two months before she was due, 
and she was born at home. But my son was born in the Nursing Home. 

 

Q. And what happened when one of the children was born, can you explain the procedure? Would a 
midwife be telephoned for? 

A. Yes, for the first baby the midwife was called and then she called the doctor. And there was no such 
thing as rushing you to hospital or no fancy gadgets on your face. You just went through childbirth, 
natural birth, and it was only a minute before the child was actually born you got a little mask over your 
face; for my first baby. But my second one, born in the Nursing Home, arrived so quickly I had a 
complete natural birth. 

 

Q. And did you get help from the family? Did someone come in to do the washing and the shopping for you 
or eh? <..pause..> 

A. Well actually when I came back from France when my daughter was born I was in this home here and 
my father had died but my mother was alive so she looked after me then. 

 

Q. And did you have any medical help at the birth? 

A. Except the doctor? The doctor, yes. 

 

Q. And can you tell me how you fed your first baby? 

A. Six months by breast feeding. 

 

Q. So how much did your husband have to do with the children when they were young? 

A. I think I already told you, he had very little. They were just a novelty to him. But he genuinely provided 
for them. 

 

Q. And what kind of medical care was there at this time, if you were ill? 

A. There was a local doctor. 

 

Q. Uh huh? 

A. And then of course if you had family and friends, they always helped out. 

 

Q. Your mother, was she very, <..pause..> eh, was she a good nurse? 

A. Yes. A natural instinct for nursing. 

 

Q. But if you? <..pause..> You contacted the doctor in cases of? <..pause..> 

A. Necessity. 

 

Q. <..pause..> Measles and Small Pox and Chicken Pox and things like that. And eh, was the doctor friendly 
or strict? 

A. He was both friendly and strict. 

 

Q. And in those days did you have to pay for the doctor? 
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A. Yes. Two and six per visit and you had to pay your own medicines as well. 

 

Q. Of course this was the time prior to The National Health Service? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And so how did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 

A. I got the bulk of the money and we just decided how it was spent on the important things and then if 
there was anything left over that was put aside for any of the extra things. 

 

Q. So you knew how much your husband earned? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did he pay any of the bills himself? 

A. It was a communal purse, which we decided how much was to be budgeted for the important things and 
then as already mentioned, anything that was left over, that went into the kitty for the additional things. 

 

Q. And how did you manage when your husband was ill or out of work? 

A. He was never ill and never out of work. 

 

Q. So how did you manage when your husband was billeted out to France? 

A. I just had to manage on my pension and then I went teaching at the evening school. 

 

Q. And did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Very much so, yes. 

 

Q. Did you get help from your family or any other people? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. And in the community you were born and brought up in, if any neighbours were ill or confined to bed, 
did relatives or neighbours help out? 

A. Neighbours always helped each other out. 

 

Q. So there was a community, spirit then? 

A. Very much so, yes. 

 

Q. And do you think this is lacking now? 

A. To a great extent, very much so. 

 

Q. And where you lived did all the people have the same standard of living? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So what class would you consider yourself a member of? 

A. More or less middle class. 

 

Q. And did people do their shopping in local corner shops? 

A. Yes, the local village shops. Co-Operative, etc. 

 

Q. And did any local shops give credit? 

A. Yes there were. 

 

Q. Were there any pawn shops in the area? 
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A. Not in Bannockburn but in Stirling. 

 

Q. And was your area a friendly neighbourhood? 

A. Very much so, yes. 

 

Q. And so do you have memories of The First World War, either firsthand or secondhand? 

A. Firsthand. I think I mentioned my uncle coming home on leave and I, as a little girl, sat on his knee and 
he sang me ‘K-K-K-Katie Beautiful Katie’ or ‘Roses of Picardy’. Then the other memory I have, the first 
time I went for a message and I ran down from the side of the house to cross the road and suddenly I 
heard a screech of brakes and this was a large army lorry pulled up, or I could have been killed. 

 

Q. And do you have any memories of The Second World War? 

A. A lot of memories of The Second World War. 

 

Q. So do you remember rationing? 

A. Very much. Queueing up, long queues every day. 

 

Q. And you mentioned you didn't really know what you would get at the end of the queue? 

A. No. When you queued up very often you thought you were queueing for syrup and you ended up in a 
queue for nylons. 

 

Q. And did you come into contact with evacuees? 

A. Yes. Evacuees from Glasgow, when Clydebank was bombed a lot of evacuees were brought from 
Glasgow. But eventually when there was no bombing on Glasgow they all went back again. 

 

Q. And do you remember the bomb being dropped in Stirling? 

A. In Stirling, yes. It was just south of the Station because I think they actually wanted to get Stirling 
Station because of the importance of it's position geographically. For lots of troops passed through 
Stirling going north to the various bases. And there were R.A.F. men and Naval men going to the 
Highlands and Islands as well. 

 

Q. And of course your husband was involved in special work during The Second World War? 

A. Yes, yes? 

 

Q. Can you tell me more about the work that he was involved in? 

A. Well his work was of a manner that I knew very little of it, but I only had messages from time to time 
when he was moving. And most of the information I received came through Church of Scotland 
Ministers abroad. 

 

Q. And did he survive The Second World War? 

A. Barely, but he died because of his experiences during the War. 
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1916 Domestic Service; Engineering Factory Worker in Second World War; Hotel 
Waitress  

 
Interviewee Code W2 
Interview Conducted 28th September 1987 
Interviewer Flora Thomson 
Transcribed by Betty Carruthers 
 

Q. So what year were you born in? 

A. 1916. 

 

Q. And where were you born? 

A. Larkhall, Lanarkshire. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there for? Can you remember? 

A. Up until 1946, that would be what, thirty years, am I right? 

 

Q. So do you have any memories of your grandparents? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And so how many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. Five sisters and two brothers. 

 

Q. And what was your father's job? 

A. My father's job? Miner. 

 

Q. And do you remember what his wage was, roughly? 

A. Oh, I couldn't. No, no. 

 

Q. And was he always a miner? He never had any other job? He didn't have any other jobs? 

A. My father? No, just miner. 

 

Q. And did your mother work as anything before she married? 

A. I couldn't really say. 

 

Q. So did your parents attend church? 

A. No, I don't think so. 

 

Q. Did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. No, not really. 

 

Q. So you don't know what parties they voted for? 

A. Labour. 

 

Q. And what did your parents do in their spare time? Was your father a sportsman or? <..pause..> 

A. My father bowled. Uh huh, a good bowler. My mother went to Whist Drives. 

 

Q. And was she a member of The Women's Guild or anything? 

A. No. 
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Q. And so can you tell me, eh, the memories you have of your parents’ house at Larkhall? How many 
rooms did it have? 

A. A room and kitchen, 

 

Q. A room and kitchen only? So obviously you had to share a room? 

A. Yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. And so how did the family sleep? What were the sleeping arrangements? 

A. Well, there was two set-in beds, and the bed in the room for my father and mother. I think we just; I 
don't know where the boys slept. When you were younger, you know, you were four in a bed. When 
they got older my sisters, two of my sisters got married you know but eh, you just; <..pause..> 

 

Q. So em, what were the washing arrangements? 

A. My mother, <..pause..> downstairs there was a boiler, and a washing tub and a wringer, you know, and 
the wringer on the stand and that was where she washed in the sort of, <..pause..> what you call the 
scullery, you know, <..pause..> there's a sink and a boiler for heating and a washtub and the stand and 
the wringer. 

 

Q. And did you have a, an indoor bathroom? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Was it outside? 

A. Outside toilet. 

 

Q. And did your mother do all the housework? 

A. Yes, when we got older we helped, you know, we'd all to do certain things, you, <..pause..> when you got 
up and you got older. 

 

Q. So can you describe what chores your mother did? Did she have to black-lead the range or what? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. And polish the fender and things like that? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So was the washing sent out? The washing, did you send it out? 

A. No, no. The washing was done there and hung outside on the line. 

 

Q. And did your mother make the clothes for the family? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So did you get many new clothes? 

A. No. Not many new clothes, no. 

 

Q. And how about shoes, did you get many new shoes when you were young? 

A. No, When we, just had to - we all got our turn, (laugh) you know like we never ever went barefoot, 
<..pause..> we always had shoes on our feet. 

 

Q. So did you eh, get cast-offs from your elder sisters or anything? 

A. No. Oh! The elder sisters? Yes, yes. 

 

Q. And eh, did your father help your mother with any of the jobs around the house? 

A. No, no, no, no. 
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Q. Do you remember if he took you out walks? Walks and things like that when you were wee? Or if he 
read stories to you? Did he read stories to you? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. And you mentioned you had jobs to do around the house? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And can you tell me what they were? 

A. Well, you know, we, <..pause..> we maybe, my sister and I would do the room, the bedroom, we'd do the 
grate and, <..pause..> brush the carpet, you know, maybe two or three pieces of carpet, <..pause..> take 
them out to the landing and brush them. Made the bed or we all had our turn at doing the dishes, you 
know when there's a lot of you, you've got to take turns at doing different things. 

 

Q. And did you go the messages for your mum? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And so did your brothers do jobs as well? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So they didn't do any housework? 

A. Once they started work, the two of them were miners just the same as my father. No housework for 
them. 

 

Q. So did you continue to do the housework after you left school as well? 

A. Yes, ‘til we got jobs, you know. 

 

Q. And so can you remember what kind of meals you had when you were young? What did you used to 
eat? 

A. Always had a good bowl of soup and mince, potatoes and stews and plenty of bread, you know to eke it 
out. My sister was a baker and you know we always, <..pause..> a bit of cake or something to eat and 
pies. Pies were cheaper, a lot cheaper then to buy, <..pause..> you know mince pies. 

 

Q. And did you have anything different on Sundays? 

A. No, not really, stew on a Sunday, usually cooked on the side of the fire all night, you know in the pot. It 
was an open fireplace ‘til we got the gas cooker and then it was on the gas cooker. 

 

Q. And did your mother eat well? Or did she give more to everybody else and leave less for her? 

A. No, she just shared it out amongst the lot of us. 

 

Q. So can you remember where your parents shopped, did all their shopping? Can you remember the 
shops they went into? 

A. Just up the street. And down the street from us there was a baker's shop, can always remember, 
(chuckle) Jim Lees was the name of the shop, used to go round to the bake-house in the morning 
before we went to school, get rolls they were just hot and you know you used to come up on a winter 
morning. (chuckle) We were just up the street from it, not very far. 

 

Q. Did you shop at the Co-Operative store? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. And did you go shopping when you were wee with your mother and father? 

A. My father never ever went shopping. No, we, when we got older we, you know, mother would send us 
to do the messages. 
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Q. So where would eh, your mother and father buy things like furniture and clothing? 

A. I really don't know. She used to take us, maybe two of us, once my elder sisters were all working. The 
four elder ones, that's like Jean, then Bessie was married, Peggy was married, Bella was married. And 
she used to take Molly and I, Molly's next to me, the younger one, into Glasgow to a warehouse, you 
know, 'Pay Up', to clothe us. Then she'd take the two boys when it was their turn. 

 

Q. So now we're on to family activities. Did you celebrate special occasions like birthdays and 
Christmases? 

A. No, no. Just the New Year. 

 

Q. Just the New Year? So can you tell me about it? 

A. Just very occasionally Christmas, it was more New Year time. 

 

Q. So can you tell me how you celebrated New Year when you were young? 

A. New Year, that was all. 

 

Q. Can you tell me how you celebrated New Year? 

A. Well, I mean, my, my mother would be, <..pause..> she'd have the house shining by the way! Always had 
the house shining so they didn't; <..pause..> the ashes taken out last thing at night before twelve o'clock, 
<..pause..> they didn't have to do anything you know on New Year's Day. My father would have a drink 
and my mother would maybe have a glass of sherry. We didnae have anything we were always too 
young. 

 

Q. Was there? <..pause..> 

A. <..pause..> There was always a steak pie. We always kept up late you know when it was the New Year 
time so, <..pause..> that was the only difference, we stayed up late. 

 

Q. And at Christmas time, did you hang up a stocking when you were wee? 

A. Oh, we hung our stocking up. We got you know, small things, not very much but we got something. 

 

Q. And did you send Christmas cards to anyone? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And did you have a Christmas tree? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Or a Christmas party? 

A. <..pause..> 

 

Q. And at birthdays, how did you celebrate a birthday? 

A. Never really celebrated, no. Not till we got older really. We just never celebrated birthdays. 

 

Q. So you didn't get any birthday presents? 

A. Oh no, oh no. 

 

Q. Or have a birthday party? 

A. Couldn't afford them Flora. My mother just couldn't afford them. 

 

Q. So did your parents play games with you? 

A. Not really, no. 

 



 1289

Q. So did you have books to read? 

A. Oh yes. (laugh) I was always an avid reader of Mee, Arthur Mee. 

 

Q. So can you tell me some of the titles? 

A. Then there was just, <..pause..> your school books and your mother got The Secrets, The Red Letter. My 
brother got his comics 'cause he used to go with papers on a Sunday morning, you know, through the 
week and a Sunday morning, go out with papers, you know, for two or three shillings. 

 

Q. So did you belong to a local library? 

A. No, not until I was, <..pause..> the Larkhall Library wasn't open for a long time. Cannae remember when it 
was opened. 

 

Q. Can you remember being taken out to visit neighbours and friends and relations when you were young? 

A. Oh yes, I had an aunt stayed in, <..pause..> outside Motherwell. <..pause..> Where was it? <..pause..> 
Newmains. My auntie Lizzie and my uncle Jimmy, they were a wee bit better off than us. <..pause..> My 
father's sister and eh, they had their own house you know in Newmains. My mother would take maybe 
Molly and I to visit, <..pause..> but that was a highlight. That was the only one that we really visited. The 
rest of my aunties lived in Larkhall or uncles, <..pause..> they lived in Larkhall, we never visited them very 
much. 

 

Q. And did you ever have any holidays, when you were young? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. So do you ever remember a wedding in the family? 

A. Yes, I always remember my sister's, Bella's. She was the second oldest and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did she get married in a church or was it in? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, oh yes, she was, <..pause..> she and, <..pause..> my two sisters then were, <..pause..> members of the 
church in Larkhall. And I always remember Bella's wedding, it was lovely. She died a year later, one 
year later, after, she died. Heart, <..pause..> heart attack, you know. 

 

Q. So can you tell me how you spent Sundays when you were young? 

A. Walking. When we got older, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you go to church? 

A. No, Sunday School, Sunday School, yes and at nights The Hebron Hall or any, you know, any Meeting 
Houses at night time, the Sunday evenings, <..pause..> my pals and I, <..pause..> you know we'd go to the 
Sunday School then maybe five or six o'clock we'd go to the meetings at night. 

 

Q. So was it like The Band of Hope and Temperance Clubs? 

A. Eh well, it's what we called The Hebron Hall. It's still, <..pause..> they have still got one in Larkhall. We 
went to the Baptist Church too, sometimes in the evening. 

 

Q. And what happened in The Hebron Hall? 

A. Well, you'd just sing and you know, <..pause..> sermons. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to Socialist Sunday School? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So did you have different clothes on Sundays? 

A. When we got older we did, yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember having a nicer frock to wear on a Sunday than you had? <..pause..> 
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A. Oh yes, <..pause..> and a wee, <..pause..> and a nice hat. 

 

Q. And were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Not in the Hall, no. 

 

Q. And was religion important to you as a child? 

A. Well, we just didnae think about it really, no. I mean, as I say we attended Sunday School every Sunday 
then we went the Sunday School trip, wherever it was; you know they were going, <..pause..> but not 
really think about religion in the house, you know what I mean. 

 

Q. So when you were young did you play with your brothers and sisters or neighbours? 

A. Oh, aye, we played outside all the time. 

 

Q. So what games did you play? 

A. We played at Hide and Seek, Rounders and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you use Skipping Ropes? 

A. Oh aye, we always had Skipping Ropes and, <..pause..> no, you don't call it a Peerie, <..pause..> what do 
you call it, <..pause..> the spinning tops, Beds, you know, played at Beds, <..pause..> and, <..pause..> 

 

Q Was that like Peever? 

A. You know, Peevers. You know how, then, we had different games for the summertime, then different 
games for the wintertime. You know we were outside more or less all the time when we were young. 
You know, playing outside; in the summertime we were down to the river, swimming, <..pause..> away off 
the whole day. Then you could do that. You couldn't trust anybody to go away for a day now, children, 
but we did, you know the way, quite a lot of us. Well, the building that I lived in, there was eight of us, 
one upstairs maybe had ten, somebody had four, six, you know, they'd all big families and all, they all 
had sort of age groups, <..pause..> same as us in different ages. 

 

Q. So can you remember what kind of toys you had to play with when you were a child? 

A. No, not really. We always got a wee doll but toys, no. 

 

Q. So did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Except for Skipping Ropes and Peevers. And then we played a game, <..pause..> Chuck. You know you'd 
five coloured squares and you'd turn over your hand; you'd never play that? 

 

Q. Well, can you explain it? 

A. You'd five coloured squares, shiny squares. You played, you know, on the floor, turned them over in 
your hand and, <..pause..> I cannae explain it. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Ah, right, right. What was it called by the way? 

A. Chucks. 

 

Q. Chucks? 

A. Or Chuckies. 
Aside to Husband: Mind Chuckies? 
Husband: Chucky stanes? 
Chuckies, aye. 

 

Q. Were you free to play games with anyone you pleased? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. And so how did you spend your free time after school? Did you have any hobbies? 
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A. No, we usually; you did your homework. You had to do your homework, then just played, that was all. 
No hobbies, no. I mean we all left school at fourteen, then after that, more or less you went, you know, 
got a job. I didn't, because I, <..pause..> I was about sixteen. because I'd to go straight into the hospital 
for my ear when I was fourteen years of age, you know. But they more or less when you were fourteen 
you got a job. 

 

Q. So did you have any pets? 

A. Cat. 

 

Q. And were you a member of the Guides or anything? 

A. No. I wasn't. 

 

Q. And did you play any sport? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Do you remember going to the cinema? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. The pictures? 

A. The matinées on a Saturday. Every Saturday. 

 

Q. And what kind of films did you see? 

A. Well, just these continued films. Pearl White and you know, Laurel and Hardy and all these ones. But it 
was the matinées we always went to, you know in the afternoon - Saturday afternoon. 

 

Q. Did your parents give you any pocket money? 

A. I think we got about thruppence. 

 

Q. And what did you spend it on? 

A. Pictures and maybe, maybe tuppence to get in or, and a penny for sweets or whatever. 

 

Q. And what kind of sweets did you have then? 

A. Lots of different varieties then. 

 

Q. Puff Candy and Striped Balls? 

A. Everything. All these. <..pause..> (laugh) 

 

Q. Right, well, so how old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Five. 

 

Q. And what school did you go to? 

A. It was the Larkhall Academy. 

 

Q. And what did you think of the school? 

A. Well, then, I mean, I just can't remember now. But I can remember it was my aunt that took me because 
my mother had been in bed with having another baby. It was an aunt that took me to school the first 
day. I can remember her taking me by the hand up to school. That always stuck in my mind. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. Yes, I did. I liked the school. 
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Q. What punishments were there if you were naughty? 

A. The strap. 

 

Q. And what subjects were you taught? Can you remember? 

A. Taught everything really. Writing, Reading, Spelling. 

 

Q. Domestic Science, were you taught how to cook? 

A. Yes, we got Domestic Science too. That was after we went into the, <..pause..> what did we call it? The 
Higher Grade, <..pause..> I think that's what we called it. I'd one year Domestic Science and one year of 
French then I had to leave school to get my operation for my ear. 

 

Q. And did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. More or less, well, boys and girls in the same class, yes. 

 

Q. And what did you wear to school? Did you wear a uniform? 

A. Oh, we had a, <..pause..> tunic, you know, a gym. <..pause..> 

 

Q. A gym-slip? 

A. A gym-slip. 

 

Q. So you were all dressed alike more or less? 

A. More or less. 

 

Q. Were there ever any people went barefoot to school? 

A. No, I can't remember any of them going to school barefoot, no. Supposing they only had a pair of 
sandshoes on their feet. They always had something on their feet. 

 

Q. So what did you do at playtime? 

A. Oh we just run about, you know, playing at Tig and all the rest of it. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you left school? 

A. Fourteen. 

 

Q. And would you have stayed longer if you had had the chance? 

A. Yes, I would have. 

 

Q. Did you attend any part-time education after then? 

A. I went to night school two or three times. 

 

Q. And what did you study? 

A. Domestic Science, <..pause..> 'cause we knew we'd be going into Domestic Service. (laugh) 

 

Q. So while you were at school did you have a part-time job, or anything like that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. No? 

A. There was nothing like that these days really. I mean the boys went with papers. That's about the only 
thing that, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So what was you first fulltime job? 



 1293

A. I think it was the job in Glasgow in a house, <..pause..> a doctor's house in Glasgow, Charing Cross. 
Domestic servant. 

 

Q. So could you describe what you did in a typical day? Could you describe what you did in a typical day? 

A. Well, in the morning you had to get up and clean out the fires and make their breakfast. They had a, you 
know, <..pause..> I was all-round and then they had a table-maid too. She set the table and things, 
<..pause..> there were two of us; and then they had their lunch, <..pause..> made their lunch then they 
made their dinner at night. 

 

Q. And so where was this job? 

A. In Charing Cross in Glasgow. 

 

Q. And how did you get your job? Was it in a newspaper? 

A. Well no, we went to em, <..pause..> was it a Registry? <..pause..> You know there was a place, <..pause..> it 
wasn't the Labour Exchange. 

 

Q. An Agency? Yes? 

A. It was a place in Larkhall and my mother took me there. I think you paid two and six and they got, 
<..pause..> you know, <..pause..> they gave you names of different places where you could go for 
interviews. 

 

Q. Yes. So, eh, did you just, <..pause..> were you flung in at the deep end? Did you just have to kind of, 
(laugh) pick up what you had to do as you went along? 

A. Yes, yes, you just had to do that. 

 

Q. So what hours did you work? 

A. Well it was more or less, <..pause..> say about, <..pause..> seven o'clock in the morning until the evening I 
mean, <..pause..> you; we lived in 'cause it was Glasgow, I mean, <..pause..> then it was an hour in the 
bus, you know, from Glasgow to, <..pause..> Larkhall to Glasgow. We had one half day a week, <..pause..> 
and one whole day once a month <..pause..> off. 

 

Q. So what were your wages like? 

A. I cannae really remember what I got there eh, <..pause..> because it was later; <..pause..> 

 

Q. Were you happy with the wages that you got? 

A. <..pause..> That I got about four pounds, you know, when I worked at that place at Kinloch Castle. Maybe 
I got say about two pounds ten shillings or something <..pause..> a month. 

 

Q. And what did you do with your wage? Did you post some of that off to your mum? 

A. Oh aye. 

 

Q. And so how many servants were in the house? There were two servants in the house, were there? 

A. Yes there were two of us. 

 

Q. Yes, and how did you get on with each other? 

A. Oh, both of us came from Larkhall and we knew each other. 

 

Q. So can you describe the house? How many rooms did it have? 

A. Yes, it was a, <..pause..> there was a basement, there was outside stairs leading up to the front door, 
<..pause..> there was a hall and I think, <..pause..> right hand, <..pause..> there was a, <..pause..> dining-room 
and the kitchen was downstairs and up the stairs there was a drawing-room then up, <..pause..> up above 
that was their bedrooms. We slept downstairs, the two bedrooms in the basement. We slept downstairs 
in the basement. 
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Q. So you mentioned you were looking after the house as housekeeper for, for two doctors? 

A. The doctor's house? Yes. I can remember his name even, Dr Gestenberg, he was a foreigner, <..pause..> 
but he was eh, <..pause..> he wasnae, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So how did you get on with your employer? 

A. Oh, very well. Yes. 

 

Q. And so you mentioned you slept in the basement? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Along with the other servant? 

A. Two of us slept in the basement, uh huh. 

 

Q. So did you share a room? 

A. Yes, we'd two beds in it and we shared the room. 

 

Q. And were you given time off? How did you spend it? 

A. Half, one half day, <..pause..> oh well, we usually went home. 

 

Q. And were you homesick ever? 

A. No funnily enough, <..pause..> no. 

 

Q. And did you enjoy your work? 

A. It wasnae a case of enjoying it. (laugh) We just had to do it, that was it. 

 

Q. So what did you do after that? 

A. Well, I left there. Usually, I'd maybe go home for a couple of weeks and then I went back to that 
Registry place. I think I went to Rutherglen, <..pause..> no, to another house. But I was the only servant 
there in Rutherglen. 

 

Q. And were you living in at the time? 

A. Living in there too, yes, same thing. 

 

Q. And could you describe the work that you did then? 

A. Just the same sort of work, yes, he was, he had a, <..pause..> a business in Glasgow, the gentleman. 

 

Q. And what hours did you work there? 

A. Just the same. I mean, you were up in the morning, practically all day. 

 

Q. And can you remember what you were paid in this instance? 

A. Well, I think then I, <..pause..> I'd be up to about three pounds a month. (laugh) More or less. 

 

Q. And did you feel that was a fair wage? 

A. Well, at the time we just, <..pause..> we just took it and that was it. It was there at Rutherglen you know 
when the war was started, in Rutherglen when the, <..pause..> bombs went over Clydebank. Because she 
had a basement, we all, <..pause..> we all went down to the basement that night. 

 

Q. So how old would you be when The Second World War broke out then? 

A. Sixteen and six then thirty six, <..pause..> 
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Q. Twenty three? Twenty three? Round about that? 

A. Something like that, yes. 

 

Q. So do you have any memories of The Second World War? 

A. Just, eh, when we were working, you know. Maybe if, <..pause..> we walked out in the blackout, I mean it 
didnae deter us from going to dances and things. And you'd hear the, <..pause..> you know, the planes 
going over, <..pause..> the noise maybe bombing Clydebankers. You could hear the bombs dropping but 
there were none round about our area, even when I worked in Ayrshire, there were no bombs there it 
was just, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So did life go on as normal really, during the war? 

A. More or less, yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember rationing? 

A. Oh aye, (laugh) aye. 

 

Q. So how much did you have? How much cheese did you have to live off? In a week? 

A. I can't remember how much we got but my mother was very, <..pause..> you see I worked after that 
Rutherglen, I worked in Ayrshire for about four years. And, <..pause..> when I come, <..pause..> when I left 
there, I came home. I think it would be about 1941, everybody, women were called up you know, you 
had to go into the army or the airforce, the W.A.A.F.S., or the land army or in factories and I went to join 
something but they wouldnae pass me because I had this mastoid. That's how I went into that 
engineering factory. But I cannae really remember how much we got, <..pause..> my mother always, 
<..pause..> I mean there was, my father was dead by this time, my mother and Jean and my niece 'cause 
my other sister had died. My mother brought the two girls up, that my sister had, <..pause..> that was like 
four and me, five and my other sister six. There was six of us in the house. And my sister as I say was a 
baker and my mother could keep, <..pause..> she'd try and keep maybe the sugar and margarine 
whatever, so Jean could do a wee bit baking now and again, just to eke out the rations you know and 
she did. 

 

Q. Do you remember the blackouts? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Curtains? 

A. We just walked, we, <..pause..> I mean you werenae scared. You could walk about in the blackout and 
nobody, nobody would have harmed you. 

 

Q. Was there a Warden to make sure that there was no light shining through the curtains? 

A. Oh aye, you had to put blackout curtains up on your windows etcetera. 

 

Q. And did you come in contact with evacuees at all? 

A. With what? 

 

Q. Evacuees? 

A. No. Plenty of soldiers though! (laugh) 

 

Q. At dances? 

A. At the dances. (laugh) Plenty soldiers at the dances. Oh, there was New Zealanders, Australians, and, 
<..pause..> there wasnae any Americans in Larkhall but there was some of them you know stationed all 
round about. <..pause..> Plenty soldiers. 

 

Q. Can you remember what tunes you were dancing to at the dances? 

A. I cannae mind the tunes; but they were good tunes anyway. Just the tunes that, you know, they played 
during the war. 
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Q. And eh, can you describe your work in the engineering factory? 

A. Well, we were at this machine and it, <..pause..> took a long, long time, <..pause..> it was cutting through 
steel you know, <..pause..> the machine was cutting through steel making ridges, you know, and it took a 
long, <..pause..> maybe an hour to go through one and then you just adjusted it 'til it moved to another bit. 
It was making cutters for the Baillie bridges. But you had to adjust it for it to move and it was just cutting 
into the steel, you see. Then when you it finished, you know, it stopped, <..pause..> then you adjusted it 
back, moved it on again. 

 

Q. And so what hours did you work? 

A. Well, it was, <..pause..> there were day shift, backshift and night. There were three shifts. I think it was 
three hour shifts. Aye, three hour shifts. 

 

Q. And were there breaks for meals? 

A. Oh yes. Two breaks, you know maybe one in the morning, ten o'clock and then one, <..pause..> about 
twelve and then you finished at two. And, <..pause..> the backshift would be coming in, then, the night 
shift would be coming in for them you know, to relieve them. 

 

Q. What were you paid? What was your wages? 

A. I can't remember. Must have been about five pounds or something, <..pause..> four pound a week, 
<..pause..> we got good wages there, well, according to what we had been having in Service. 

 

Q. And was this a piece wage, according to how many things you made or was it, <..pause..> time? <..pause..> 

A. Piecework. Some of it was piece work, yes. 

 

Q. And did you feel that it was a fair wage? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. And did you give some of your money to your mother as well? 

A. Yes, my mother got our wages. 

 

Q. And were you still living at home? 

A. Yes. I was living at home then. 

 

Q. And did men and women work together in the factory? 

A. There were men and women, <..pause..> see, they taught us you see, how to work the machines, the 
men, the men that maybe couldnae, <..pause..> couldnae go into the forces through health reasons and 
they taught the women you know, how to work, operate the machines. 

 

Q. And so how did you get on with the people you worked with? 

A. Alright, aye. 

 

Q. Could you talk and relax at work? At work could you talk, have a conversation? 

A. Oh yes, eh, the machines were loud but we could talk if we were near each other. 

 

Q. Did you sing to relieve the monotony? 

A. Sometimes. (laugh) 

 

Q. What songs did you sing? 

A. Oh. (laughs) I can't remember. Well, Vera Lynn was on then, <..pause..> and different ones, <..pause..> 
different songs. 
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Q. Was there a Work’s Club or a canteen or anything? 

A. No, no, there was a canteen. <..pause..> 

 

Q. And how did you feel about the work you were doing? 

A. Oh, we just did it and that was it. No question about saying that you cannae, you werenae going to stay 
or anything like that, we just had to do it. 

 

Q. Was it noisy in the factory? 

A. Yes, it was noisy because we were all different machines. 

 

Q. And so what did you do after that? After your war work? 

A. Well, you see I had to leave before, <..pause..> before the war finished, well it was just about ended then. 
I had to leave because I took rheumatics right up my legs with the stone floor. It was a stone floor you 
see, well, with working in it for about four years and, <..pause..> oh I was very, very ill, just after I left there 
and I got a job, <..pause..> just after I met Doug, I got a job in a hotel. It was just part-time, doing the 
work, not, not, <..pause..> serving meals, serving lunches and that but not serving drink. Not in the bar. 

 

Q. So can you describe the work that you did then basically? 

A. Well just cleaning and serving, you know. We had to have our caps and aprons on, you know. (laugh) 
Our fancy caps and aprons to serve at the tables. (laugh) 

 

Q. So how would you describe yourself? As a general assistant? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Yes? Uh huh. 

A It was after I worked there I got married. 

 

Q. So how did you get that job? Was it advertised in a newspaper? 

A. I think eh, <..pause..> I had went back to that Registry place. 

 

Q. And so what hours did you work? You mentioned it was part-time? 

A. I didnae live in there. It was, you know, I got buses, <..pause..> I think it was just 'til about two o'clock, 
about eight 'til two or something. <..pause..> It wasnae full day like the other jobs. 

 

Q. And what were you paid? Can you remember? 

A. Cannae, <..pause..> can't remember what I was paid, dear. It was only Monday 'til Saturday, I wasnae 
there on the Sunday. 

 

Q. So you were living with your mother still? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Yes, and did you give some of your money to your mother still? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So did you like your work in the hotel? 

A. Oh I liked that job, yes. 

 

Q. And was it usual to stay on or leave after you got married? 

A. No. 'Cause, Doug's English you see and we went down to England after we got married. We were in a 
room down there, we couldn't get a house. That's how we came back up to Scotland. 

 

Q. So when you were living in as a kitchen-maid and domestic servant? <..pause..> 
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A. At the Castle, yes. 

 

Q. <..pause..> How did you spend your free time away from work? Did you go, <..pause..> like dancing? 

A. Well, we got half days there and then when we had a full day maybe two or, <..pause..> you see there 
was a big staff there, maybe eight of a staff; maybe three of us off at the same time. We'd go into Ayr, 
maybe go to the pictures, and then we always went to dances, <..pause..> from the Castle, you know, late 
night dances. She didnae mind us because we usually got a taxi to take us and bring us back. It was 
just a wee bit, <..pause..> see, it was right out in the country this place and we used to get, you know, a 
taxi to take us to the dances and bring us back. 

 

Q. So what kind of dances did you used to dance? 

A. Oh, we'd sometimes barn dances, it was more of just, eh, <..pause..> you know the ordinary waltzes and 
things. 

 

Q. Dashing White Sergeants and the Gay Gordons and things like that? 

A. Sometimes, but I didnae care much for them. I prefer modern dancing, you know. 

 

Q. And did you go regularly to church? 

A. No. Not there no. 

 

Q. So did religion mean more to you after childhood or less to you? Did religion mean more or less to you 
after childhood? 

A. Oh, I was always religious. I mean, I always believed in God and that but, <..pause..> I didnae really join 
the church 'til I came to Fallin and then, <..pause..> the children you know, the children got christened. I 
mean I go regular now to church. 

 

Q. And did you take an interest in politics? 

A. No me, no, <..pause..> no. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on a holiday when you were working as a domestic servant when you were young? 

A. That place in Rutherglen, she took us to Arbroath for a fortnight. Then when I worked at the Castle we 
went to France for three months. Her son had asthma and she got, <..pause..> she rented a chateau in 
France in the South of France in Nice, Cannes, for three months and she took four of her staff with her. 
You know, January, February, March we were out of this country because it was to save the wee boy 
from getting, <..pause..> it was just to keep him away from the dampness in Scotland you know. 

 

Q. And did you make a lot of new friends when you were working as a domestic servant in various places? 

A. Yes we did yes. 

 

Q. And were there any special places where men and women could meet. Did they meet up at dances? 

A. What? 

 

Q. Did you meet up at dances? 

A. At the dancing? 

 

Q. Men and women? 

A. Yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. And did your parents meet your friends? 

A. Yes. Always open house. You could take your friends in anytime. As I say my father died. Oh, <..pause..> 
I cannae mind when he died but, <..pause..> it was just my mother. My mother welcomed everybody! 
(laugh) 
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Q. And they expect to know where you were at a particular time? 

A. Not really, no. 

 

Q. And did you have to be home by a certain time, <..pause..> at night? 

A. Sometimes you had to be home about ten o'clock. Unless you were at dances, you know, <..pause..> late 
nights, it was two and three in the morning! (laugh) 

 

Q. So what age were you when you married? 

A. Thirty. 

 

Q. And how long had you known your husband? 

A. I met him at the dancing and, <..pause..> In about, <..pause..> it must have been December, <..pause..> or 
January I met him and we were engaged in March. He was down at, <..pause..> you know, he was on 
leave and we went down to his mother's and we got engaged down in England and we got married in 
October. <..pause..> I grabbed him you see, I couldnae get anybody else! (laughing) That's what he says! 
(laughs) Well, when you come to thirty Flora, you've not got much chance! 

 

Q. So what age was your husband then? 

A. Twenty six. 

 

Q. And how did you meet? 

A. In the dancing, but he doesnae dance. He was in Douglas guarding prisoners of war, German prisoners 
of war. And he was down you know, in one of these lorries and he come into the dancing. 

 

Q. So where did he come from? You mentioned England? 

A. Yes, Gosforth in Yorkshire. 

 

Q. And was he from the same sort of background as yourself? 

A. Yes, mining family, yes. 

 

Q. So what was your husband's job when you married? 

A. Miner. Well, he was in the army. 

 

Q. But you mentioned he was a miner? 

A. Then he got demobbed. 

 

Q. And then he went back to mining? 

A. He went back to mining, yes. 

 

Q. And what was his wage? As a miner? 

A. When we come up here it was four pounds ten a week. 

 

Q. And did you manage to set things up like furniture and household goods from your wedding presents? 
Did you get a lot of wedding presents? 

A. No. Just after the war and there was nothing, but everybody saved coupons for different things right 
enough but we didnae really get a lot of wedding, <..pause..> we got wedding presents but not like what 
they get nowadays. <..pause..> Their house, <..pause..> they nearly get the house set up nowadays. 

 

Q. And can you describe your wedding? 

A. Oh yes. We'd a good wedding. Got married in the church. Just at the vestry, not at, you know, it wasn't 
in the front of the church. But I mean, there was only the best man and bridesmaid with us, four of us. 
Then we went to Hamilton to get our photograph taken and the reception was in the Masonic Hall in 
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Larkhall. Great wedding. I mean my sister baked and baked and as I say just after the war there were 
people kept big hams for sandwiches you know, from the grocers if there was a wedding. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So you were mentioning about the reception and the food? 

A. The food stuff was all homemade sandwiches, cakes, the lot. I didnae have a, a wedding cake but 
plenty to eat for everybody. And after, we went to Sanquh-huhr to my brother's house, you know, just for 
the honeymoon. But I think, see, there was his mother and Sid was his brother, he was just out the Air 
Force and Jim that's his other brother and Doug's pal and another woman. There were five of them 
came up from England, <..pause..> and I think they celebrated for the next four days after we were away. 
(laugh) 

 

Q. So can you remember what you wore? Was it a lovely wedding dress? A white wedding dress for the 
church? 

A. No. I'll show you the wedding photo. No, it was a two piece suit and the hat. 

 

Q. What colour was your suit? 

A. It was eh, <..pause..> thin material, multi, <..pause..> you know different colours, I'll show you, it's up the 
stairs, the photo's up the stair. Sort of pinkie brown you know, <..pause..> different colours. 

 

Q. So did you continue to work after you got married? Or did you stop working? 

A. No, no. We were down in England for three months then he come back up to Scotland, stayed with 
mother a couple of weeks then he come through here. 

 

Q. And did you have any children? 

A. Well, Sidney was born a year after we were married, then John, two and a half years, then Eleanor, two 
and a half years. 

 

Q. And was that the number of children you wanted? Three children? Did you want to have three children? 

A. Oh yes, I wanted to have children. Eleanor wanted me to have another girl. She said the others were 
always hitting her, you know what boys are like. 

 

Q. Did you know anything about birth control then? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Was there the Pill then? 

A. No, I had the three of them at home. In a room and kitchen up in the Blocks. 

 

Q. So did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. Not really. 

 

Q. Did you read any books up about how to look after children or anything? 

A. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So you mentioned your children were born at home. Did the midwife come in? 

A. The midwife, yes. 

 

Q. And did she deliver the babies? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Was a doctor present? 

A. Not present. Afterwards, but not present while the babies were born. 
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Q. And did the midwife help with the shopping and housework? 

A. No. A friend was there. She did the housework. 

 

Q. And did you feed your first baby by breast feeding? 

A. No, I was supposed to but I didnae. None of them. 

 

Q. And if you needed advice who did you ask? 

A. Well, this neighbour that was there you know after the birth. She gave you a lot of advice you know. 

 

Q. Did you turn to a nurse or a doctor for advice or did you turn to your mother? 

A. Oh, well we asked the doctor, <..pause..> nurse, and that different things, but I mean this neighbour gave 
me a lot of good advice, you know, when they were born. 

 

Q. And did your husband have a lot to do with the children when they were babies? 

A. Well, he was afternoon shift all, <..pause..> you know while they were growing up, <..pause..> he was. 

 

Q. And what kind of medical care was there at the time if you were ill? Did you get visits from a nurse or 
did you rely on home cures? 

A. After the baby's born the nurse visits you, I think its a week to ten days because she's got to see to the 
baby, you too, but I mean it's mainly the baby. 

 

Q. So how did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? Did 
you know what your husband earned? 

A. You'd to write down, <..pause..> yes, and you'd to write, <..pause..> you know you had to be very careful 
with your money 'cause you didnae get all that much. 

 

Q. So did he give you all he earned? 

A. Well, he got his pocket money and he gave me the rest. 

 

Q. And did he pay the bills? Or was it you that paid the bills? 

A. I paid the bills. 

 

Q. So how did you decide how the money should be spent on the different things like electricity and food? 

A. You just had to eke it all out. You know, put down what you needed. Try to put a wee bit away for a 
rainy day. (laugh) 

 

Q. And did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. We did then. Yes, at the beginning. 

 

Q. So how did you manage? 

A. We just managed and that was it. We just had to. 

 

Q. Did you get help from anyone like your family or? <..pause..> 

A. No, no, well I mean, they were all in the same boat as me. They all got more or less the same wages as 
what we were getting. 

 

Q. And if any neighbours were ill or confined to bed in the community that you stayed in, did people rally 
round and help? 

A. Yes, they did, yes. 

 

Q. And can you explain what you did, when you were ill, when you were growing up? Did you usually 
contact the doctor in the last resort or did you contact the doctor straight away? 
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A. No. If there was anything wrong with the children you, <..pause..> I mean the doctor was only in the 
village then, that I mean you just had to contact him. And he would come and you know if you explained 
what, <..pause..> if you could take the child with you, that was it I mean he could tell you right away what 
was wrong or that. 

 

Q. And were the doctors friendly or strict? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Friendly? 

A. Oh yes, friendly, yes. He knew everybody then, Dr King. 

 

Q. And did you have to pay for the doctor? 

A. No. Must have been taken off at the pit, you know my husband, <..pause..> I think the miners, <..pause..> I 
don't know but so much every week off their wages for doctors. 

 

Q. Ah, a work’s insurance then. There must have been some insurance? 

A. There must have been some insurance, yes, because I mean we never ever was asked to pay for him. 

 

Q. So do you remember getting visits from the district nurse at all? 

A. Yes, it was the district nurse that was with me when the babies were born too, yes, she always visited. 
Then when the children were ready for school the health visitor called, <..pause..> 'cause she has to call 
before, <..pause..> when they're about you know, time for school. 

 

Q. And where you lived did all the people have the same standard of living or would you say some were 
better off? 

A. No. I think we nearly all had about the same standard then. 

 

Q. And did people do their shopping mostly in local corner shops? 

A. In the village, yes. 

 

Q. And did any local shops ever give credit to anyone? 

A. Yes. Co-Operative. 

 

Q. And could anyone get credit? 

A. Well, if your name was good. (laugh) If you paid it. 

 

Q. And were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. No. I think there was one in Stirling. 
Aside to husband: Did there used to be a pawn shop in Stirling, Doug? 
Husband: Oh aye? 

<..pause..> Aye I think so. It's away, done away with now. 

 

Q. Was your neighbourhood a friendly neighbourhood that you lived in? 

A. Yes, a friendly neighbourhood, yes. 

 

Q. And do you have any memories that have been handed down to you about the First World War? Were 
any of your family involved? 

A. No, no, no. 
Aside to husband: None of your ancestors were living either, about The First World War? You wouldnae 
be told anything either, about The First World War? No. I mean my grandparents were dead then. That 
was it. 
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1918 Cleaner and General Assistant in a Public House then in a Tearoom 

 
Interviewee Code Z1 
Interview Conducted 24th June 1987 
Interviewer Karen Connal 
Transcribed by Christine Hertwig 
 

Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1918. 

 

Q. Where were you born? 

A. In Chryston, away through the north side of Glasgow. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. Oh, quite a wee while, maybe about eight or ten years, probably more. 

 

Q. Did you have any brothers or sisters? 

A. Oh yes, I am the youngest of twelve. 

 

Q. Can you name them all? 

A. Well, the oldest sister, Maggie was her name and my name before I was married was ****** and there 
were twins in our family too. There was Jenny and Jeanie but Jeanie, she died as a baby I think. Not 
that I remember that because that was before, <..pause..> and then there was my brother John and I had 
a sister that stayed in Buchlyvie and her name was Nellie and her daughter still stays in Buchlyvie but 
she's dead, and Jenny she stayed away out Chryston way and there was Archie that was my brother 
that stayed in Glasgow and Alec he stayed out Cumbernauld way. I think the rest of them, there was 
about four of them that died young. 

 

Q. Do you know how old you were when your parents were born? 

A. I just don't know, I couldn't exactly tell you. But my father; I nursed my father for five year. You see he 
stayed in a wee cottage up, the Third’s cottage, in fact that's a picture of him up there in the back. And 
that Third’s cottage, well I don't think it's used as a cottage now but it was then and it was, <..pause..> I 
think it's a hen house thing now, but we stayed up there and then there was no toilet, no facilities in it. 
We had to carry the water from across the field and the Council ones, y'know the ‘Sanity’ and that came 
round and they said to my father that they would like him to flit and och y'know how the old ones are, 
they didnae like that y'know. So he didn't want to flit and he had a bit of a barney with him and then the 
‘Sanity’ man said to me, "Do you not think that you could manage to coax him." I said, "I don't know if I 
will but I'll do my best." Because they were going to give him and me a house, joint tenants in Fisher 
Place in Buchlyvie so as that if anything happened to my father and mother well, I would still have the 
house. So och, it was a bit of a job to get him but eventually we did manage to get him coaxed to come 
down and he said that these timber houses was no use that they were only meant for; They cremated 
you in the summer and they froze you in the winter. I nursed him when he came down. He was with us 
for a while before he took ill and then five year I nursed him for and he was ninety-three when he died. 

 

Q. And what did your father work at? 

A. He was up in the farms. 

 

Q. All his life? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. Did your mother have any jobs before she got married? 

A. No. She came from Dumbarton way originally and then my mother she was eighty-nine when she died. 
So it was three years after him. 
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Q. Did your mother work at all after she got married? 

A. Aye, she used to work when she was in Buchlyvie. There was a wee shop, I think it was Brown that was 
the name of the one that had it and she used to work in there, not in the shop but she used to work 
y'know doing the washing and that. Y'know long ago there wasnae washing machines like what they 
have nowadays and they were more or less using the old scrubbing board. So like she done the 
washing and it was a big bine they used to have for to tramp the blankets and whatnot in. So she did 
the washing down there for her and if anybody else needed washing done she used to do that too. And 
then some of the young fellows that worked in the farms y'know, they wouldnae have anybody to do 
their washing y'know when they were away from home and they werenae able to go home at weekends. 
Well, when she stayed in the Third’s cottage she used to do the young fellows washing. Oh, not for 
nothing I mean she couldnae afford to do it for nothing. 

 

Q. Do you know how much she took for the washing? 

A. It was only about 3/6d or something. 

 

Q. Was that for sort of one wash day? 

A. No, oh you mean from the fellows? 

 

Q. From anybody? 

A. Well, I don't know, it wasnae such she got it was only about five bob I think she got for a big washing, 
maybe two ropes or three ropes full. 

 

Q. Were you little at that time? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. So who looked after you? Or were you there the whole time with your mother? 

A. No, I was more or less with my mother y'see. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. No, they werenae great church goers. I used to go to the church, in fact in Buchlyvie. The Minister that 
was there when I got married, his name was Mortimar, George Mortimar and he was away on holiday 
when I decided to get married and I remember somebody phoned, well I suppose it would be some of 
the Kirk sessions that phoned to tell him and so he came back from his holidays to marry me. And it 
was in the vestry, it wasnae in the church, it was in the vestry we were married. So that's that. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever take an interest in politics? 

A. No, they werenae awful keen on anything like that because as the saying goes they were more or less, 
y'see there were no tellys or anything. If you had such a thing it was a wireless long ago. It was maybe 
just one in a million that had them too because I mean they were expensive. I'm talking about years 
back y'know. There was no tellys to watch or anything to that effect and then they were hard working 
people. 

 

Q. Did they have much spare time? Would they have any hobbies? Would your mum be in The Women's 
Guild? 

A. No, no, she wasnae in nothing like that. She used to go trips with them, y'know how they used to have 
bus trips maybe going to certain places but she never was one for going to them y'know. 

 

Q. Did they take part in any sports? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of your first house, where you were born? 

A. Yes. Long ago there wasnae furniture like what there is nowadays. It was more or less built em, 
<..pause..> what they called set-in beds. I don't know if you'll know about that or not but it was just like 
beds and they were set into the wall and they were like palliasses they called them. That was these 
straw mattresses and there was generally, in the house there was two set-in beds would sit over there 
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maybe where the telly is and there were two sat maybe over there. They were quite good enough beds 
and you shut the doors, y'know you could shut the doors on them. That's what it was like. We used to 
always play back and forward. We used to kid on we were acting, acting the goats more like it but 
y'know that was our stage place. (laughs) 

 

Q. How many rooms did the house have? 

A. Two and the wee kitchen place and most of the places then had an outside toilet. None of them would 
put up with that nowadays. 

 

Q. What about washing arrangements? 

A. Well, normally most of these places had a washhouse, what they called an old fashioned washhouse 
outside and there was a boiler in it. What you called a boiler that you can boil your clothes in, y'know a 
stone boiler and you kindled the fire and that. And then there were washing bines and it was more or 
less the rain water, y'know what I mean like there wasnae the facilities of the pipes in the house like a 
tap running or anything like that, there was nothing like that, it was rain water. 

 

Q. Did you say earlier that you had to go and get pails of water? 

A. Aye, that was at Third’s. You had to go across a ploughed field and we used to bring maybe a pail of 
water in and then we would go back in the afternoon and get a pail, that was like two pails of water 
maybe a day that we brought in. And then there was a wee burn that just ran down the side of the road 
and my father built up a, it was like a tap thing and it was an old pipe, really it was, and we used to go 
down there and wash our faces in the burn, y'know underneath the tap. That's true. 

 

Q. What about bath night? 

A. Well, you had to get a bath in the house. I mean like it was one of those tub things and you just had to 
wash yourself to the best of your ability. 

 

Q. Did anyone else besides your parents and brothers and sisters live in the house? Did you mother take 
in lodgers? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. She did all the housework herself? 

A. Aye, more or less. Well, the daughters helped back and forward y'know. Her daughters would maybe do 
some of the odds and ends for her. 

 

Q. Did your father ever help your mother with any of the jobs in the house? 

A. Aye, he was pretty handy because he was good at different things like painting y'know, painting maybe 
with the old fashioned, <..pause..> it was older fashioned fire places and he used to paint different things 
on the fire places, which was quite nice. Then it was the old fashioned grates then, y'know the big 
ranges as they talk about with the steel on them. They were hard to clean. 

 

Q. Was he good with the children? 

A. Oh yes, he was good with us. 

 

Q. So what sort of jobs did you have to do around the house when you were little? Was there set tasks? 

A. No, we just more or less did anything that was necessary y'know and then my father, my mother, I 
should say, she was an awful good baker. She could bake anything, oatcakes and everything she used 
to bake. They used to call them Farley’s or something, it was the big old fashioned oatcakes, great big 
ones and it was on the fire she used to have to do them. 

 

Q. So what sort of meals did you have as a child? 

A. Well, it was more or less, I mean with my father working on a farm, well he always got milk free and he 
got what they called their perquisites, that's maybe a bag of tatties and milk and eggs. He got eggs 
maybe at a set price, y'know they werenae maybe free but you got them cheaper than other people 
would buy and sometimes you got butter too, it depended. But it generally consisted; it mainly porridge 
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that we got. A great big bowl of porridge for your breakfast. You got it fourteen times a week, you were 
sick looking at it. (laughs) It was growing out of your ears nearly. 

 

Q. What about dinnertime? 

A. Well, my mother would maybe make a big pot of soup and maybe tatties and steak or mince, whatever 
it was. Very seldom she made puddings because there wasnae maybe the same turnover y'know for 
three course meals. 

 

Q. So who did the shopping as such? Was it your mother or your father? 

A. Well, both of them took turns because if my father was going into the town or that well, he would get 
whatever was to get and then there was vans came to the door. 

 

Q. I was going to say where did you shop? Was it the town? 

A. Well, there was vans came to maybe in the scheme to the farmers and that, and well, long ago it 
wasnae cut bread you got, it was two kinda loaves joined together y'know. 

 

Q. Where would they buy things like furniture and clothes? 

A. Well, they would need to just go to town for anything like that. My mother was pretty lucky because 
quite a lot of people used to be quite good to her and give her things y'know and as the saying goes 
long ago you were glad to wear cast-offs but nowadays they look at you twice if you hand them a 
jumper or anything but she was always very thankful for anything. 

 

Q. Did you ever celebrate special occasions like birthdays, Christmas, Hogmanay? 

A. Christmas time and that but not a great lot because there wasnae so much involved in that because 
well the people hadnae the same cash to fling around, y'know what I mean, like to go out and get things 
in. You just had to make do with more or less what; it used to be a straw doll my father used to make for 
me, he used to make it out of a bottle of straw. That's what he used to make me at Christmas time and 
my mother used to cover it maybe with white y'know, <..pause..> well long, long ago they used to get what 
they called flour bags and you could boil and bleach them and let them lie out in the green and they 
turned out lovely white and they made beautiful pillow cases and things like that too and my mother 
used to cover; maybe she had cuttings off the pillow cases and she used to cover that doll that my 
father made for me. But other than that my father used to make wee buggies for playing about and wee 
prams. He made me a wooden pram for the doll. 

 

Q. Were most of your toys homemade? 

A. Aye more or less because there wasnae the money then. Nowadays they would look at you if they were 
to get a doll like I got. 

 

Q. So what about birthdays? Were they celebrated? Did you get cards? 

A. Oh, you got cards right enough probably. But generally some of them were homemade because as the 
saying goes you never; well if you were away in a remote place you hadnae the money to run away into 
the town to get cards and you just had to maybe make your own, sort of style. Just make do and mend. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play any games with the children? 

A. Oh aye, they were quite good that way, yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember what sort of things you used to do together? 

A. Well, it was really, <..pause..> they used to play at ball, y'know stoating the ball and putting your leg over 
sort of style, like that. And Skipping Ropes and hopping along, Peever sort of style. 

 

Q. Did you have many books at home? 

A. What do you mean? 

 

Q. Were you a reader as a child? 
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A. Aye, quite alright for reading and that. But there was none of us, well what could you say, what you 
might say was awful clever, because you didnae get the same schooling, if y'know what I mean. 

 

Q. Was there a library nearby at all? 

A. No, you didn't get the same schooling because well, for one thing I mean, well, if your parents were 
shifting from place to place, y'know. My father was a bit of a tosser anyway because I mean he 
wouldnae stand any, <..pause..> a bit like myself, he wouldnae stand any nonsense. If things werenae 
going right he used to say, "Well, you can keep your job." and he said worse than that y'know, telling 
them where to stick it. Then he used to say to him, "Well, you'll need to get out of the house." Then my 
mother was always frightened when she went to a place to unpack too much in case he was on the 
move, sort of style. It was good. 

 

Q. Did you get taken out visiting neighbours, friends and relations? 

A. Aye, sometimes we did, yes. 

 

Q. Was that sort of an activity as such? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. Do you remember any outings that you had with your parents then or any holidays? 

A. No, no, you didnae go holidays. My father used to say, "Well, if you stay in the country you don't need 
holidays." (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you have any day trips anywhere? 

A. Aye, sometimes we went in, maybe to the town or that y'know to wherever the town was for them when 
they were doing a bit of shopping or that but that's about all. I mean there was nothing then. 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family, anybody getting married? What it was like? 

A. Aye, well, it was just like any other wedding. I mean you maybe went to it or something to that effect but 
it wasnae the usual sit-to like what they are now. Nowadays it's like a new pin going to a wedding but 
long ago you just had to go with what you had, sort of style. 

 

Q. Could you tell me how you spent Sunday's when you were a child? What was the normal routine. Did 
you go to church? I know your parents didn't go but did you? 

A. Sometimes, well it depended where we were right enough. If you were far away well. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Or Sunday School. Did you go to that? 

A. If you were far away from the village or that you didnae go to church because it was too much but we 
never really did that much on a Sunday. But I always remember one time my mother she was; my sister 
was sitting and she had been knitting a jersey or something I think it was and I remember my mother 
saying to her, 'Now Nellie," she says, "you put that away," she says, "and dinnae start knitting on a 
Sunday." She says, “You'll need to pick it out with your nose.” (laughs) This is her saying that the devil 
would be with her when she was that way y'know, that she would need to pick it out with her nose. 

 

Q. Did you have any different clothes for a Sunday? Would you get dressed up on a Sunday? 

A. Not unless you were going anywhere because well then, I mean you played more or less outside when 
you were wee and that. There was nothing really for to get dressed up for. 

 

Q. Did you have a special outfit that you wore for going somewhere? 

A. Aye, well, we always had a kinda coat that we wore maybe if we were going away anywhere and maybe 
a dress and shoes too. But I mean we never had an awful lot of spare clothes because we had to hand; 
well I'm the youngest anyway but like the rest had all to hand down the clothes and that's what I used to 
say, I used to sit and cry. I used to say to my mother that it was terrible that when they came down to 
my size that they were only threads. (laughs) 

 

Q. As a child who did you play with? Would it be your brothers and sisters? 
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A. Aye, more or less, uh-huh. 

 

Q. What was the gap like between you all? Was it just a small gap? 

A. Well, I'm sixty nine and my brother that's in Glasgow he's seventy three so that was the gap between 
us. I cannae just mind the rest but I mean that's the only one that's living, that brother and me, that's the 
only two. 

 

Q. Did you ever play games against other groups or were you so isolated? 

A. No, more or less what we used to play at; we used to get, y'know it was thone old fashion wooden 
chairs you had, flat bottoms on them like that but they were old fashioned wooden ones and we used to 
line them all up in the middle of the floor if there were naebody in and used to play at the buses that 
way, kiddin' on they were buses. It was quite good fun right enough but then my sister Nellie they 
werenae wanting her to play and she was wanting to play. My brothers and all that werenae wanting her 
to play and she was wanting to play so she stuck a darning needle up the seam of the chair and they 
trampled on it and it was murder then. (laughs) That's the sort of thing she would do, right enough. That 
was because she wouldnae get to play. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Aye, well, more or less you did because it was outside in a farm and that. I mean the farms nowadays 
are more cleaner looking than what they were then. Long ago it was mucky. 

 

Q. Were you free to play games with anyone you pleased? 

A. Och aye, you could go and play with anybody you wanted really. 

 

Q. So what was the routine when you were going to school? What would you do when you came home 
from school? 

A. Well, you would normally take off what you had on for school because you had to keep that kinda half 
decent. That was about the first thing that you had to do. And it was about three miles walk to the 
school and three miles back and we had to walk it because there was no such a thing as getting a bus 
or getting transport of any kind. 

 

Q. Did you have homework to do? 

A. Aye, well, more or less whatever it was. If you had homework or whatever the case might be and then 
after you had it done, well that was you free, your time was free then. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies yourself, like bicycling or collecting scraps or cards or things? 

A. Aye, scraps was a great thing with the whole lot, even with the boys, scraps was the same. We used to 
collect scraps because we used to laugh at them. 

 

Q. Was it all the same scraps or would they have different ones? 

A. Well, sometimes they would have some, y'know long ago you used to get, in fact I'll tell you, you used to 
get cigarette cards and they maybe were men on them or different things like that. They used to collect 
that and scraps used to - sometimes they were, <..pause..> I remember one time, a long time ago seeing 
them with, it was like air-force uniform and it was a scrap but that's a while ago right enough but I don't 
know. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any Youth Organizations or the Brownies or Guides? 

A. No, I never went to anything like that. 

 

Q. Did you ever get a chance to go to the pictures? 

A. Aye, you always went. You could go to, not so much the Music Halls but you could go to the pictures. In 
Balfron they used to run pictures in the Hall in Balfron. Do you know it? Well, they used to have, 
<..pause..> it wasnae the pictures like it is nowadays but I mean it was the pictures just the same. 

 

Q. So what age were you when you moved to Buchlyvie? 
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A. About eight or thereabouts. 

 

Q. When you were little did your parents give you any pocket money or was it only if you were going 
somewhere maybe? 

A. No, my father used to maybe sometimes. I've seen me coming in saying that such and such was, 
y'know how they used to be, long ago there used to be what they called these Tracts men came round 
in the schools and you got wee things, y'know kinda holy things like, a wee verse out of the Bible or 
something and I used to come home, maybe run away home at dinnertime and I would say to my 
mother, I'd say, "Well, such and such a thing is at the school today." My mother used to say, "Well, I've 
no money to give you." Then my father would turn round and say to her, "Well," he says, "what do you 
need?" "I don't know." And I'd say, "Och, I don't know maybe about a shilling or something dad." Then 
of course I would try my mother again and she'd say, "I've no money to give you and you're not getting it 
and that's that." and my father would say, "Oh, she's just a wean." and he would take a shilling out of his 
pocket and give us it. (laughs) 

 

Q. Before you started the school, were you given any lessons by your parents beforehand? 

A. No, no, we just more or less went to school. 

 

Q. So how old were you when you started school? 

A. Probably round about five. 

 

Q. Was that just a Primary School in the area you were in? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. Did you like school? 

A. In a way I did, in a way I didn't but when I went to school first, my sister Nellie, she had to come y'know 
to take us into the class and that and I wouldnae let her leave. She had to sit and she was wild because 
her knees, they were wee stools and wee desks and that, her knees were nearly up to her chin and she 
was sitting like a gawk. She swore blind she was going to hammer me for it, (laughs) having to sit in the 
classroom. Whatever time she went away I started to cry. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? Were they quite strict or were they easy going? 

A. Aye, in Buchlyvie too. I never was at Balfron High School because I took ill when I was about twelve I 
think it was, in fact it was nearer fourteen and the teacher she was Miss Keith, she came from Stirling. 
And of course I was a wild bugger anyway, I don't mind telling you. I mean I would knock hell out of 
anybody if I could. So there were boys up the back and it was John White was his name and he was 
from the Station and when I came down the stairs, he put out his foot like that, down from my seat, he 
put his foot out like that and tripped me y'see. And of course the teacher she went to town with me and 
she told me it was my fault and I told her it wasnae my fault and I told her how it happened. But she was 
all for believing the boy rather than me but that boy was sorry when he got outside the school for his 
playtime for I hammered the guts out of him. (laughs) I had him pinned up against the wall. So then 
when we went back in again it was History we were getting I think and you got slates to write it on in 
that time, before you copied it into your book or something y'see and my hand was a bit shaky and my 
letters wasnae joining right or something, I just don't know. But of course this wee bugger he put up his 
hand and it had to be his that collected mine, y'know you passed them over y'see and the hand went up 
and of course the teacher she went up and he says to her, "I can't make that out," he says to her, and of 
course she just looked at me and she says to me, "Do you call that writing?" I says, "Well, it's the best I 
can do." She says, "Well," and she just took the slate, y'know the History book I should say and she hit 
me over the head with it. So when I got out y'know for your playtime I collapsed and y'know there was 
sinks and that and we were playing in the cloakroom thing and I collapsed there and some of them run 
for the headmaster. It was Mr. Tait was the headmaster then and he came and took me into his wee 
room where he was in. He asked me what was wrong, I didnae know whether he thought y'know what it 
was but I turned round and told him the truth, how it happened and he says, "Well," he says, something 
about "I'll see Miss Keith" or something to that effect. So she got reprimanded for it and the next thing I 
was in Stirling Royal Infirmary and I was there for six month. 

 

Q. As a direct result from being hit on the head with the book? 
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A. Yes, and she used to send in Get Well cards and oranges and apples and God knows all what. But 
when I got out, I was six months in there. <..pause..> 

 

Q. What was wrong with you? 

A. It was really nerves or St. Vitus's dance or whatever you call it, y'know that sort of thing. So anyhow I 
got out when the six month was up and they told me I would need to be careful. And when I come back 
home, we had to go through a great big - to go up to Third’s Cottage we had to go through a great big 
field and of course as my luck would have it there was a bull in this field and it chased me, well it was 
goring y'know which I thought was chasing me and I run like hell and of course my father was up in the 
garden and I just collapsed in his arms. Of course, well, he got the doctor and the doctor had said he 
wanted to put me back to Stirling and my father said, "No, they had her six month in there and couldnae 
do nothing with her." He says, "Well, she's not going back." So that was that. So eventually with rest 
and care, my father was pretty good to us and that because my mother was working. She had to go out 
to work for to get something because we hadnae any money. So that was that. 

 

Q. When you were in hospital did they have to pay for anything, your cares, medicines? 

A. Well, the doctor, was Doctor Fletcher from Kippen and he was a nice doctor and he used to attend me 
two or three times a week. And I remember when he came he says to, <..pause..> no my father says to 
him, says to him, "How much is your bill doctor? It's time you were getting it in so as I can get it paid." 
He says, "Mr. ******," he says, "you couldn't pay my bill." He says, "it's like this, forget about it, it's for 
your daughter I'm doing it, for to better her health." He says, "Forget about the bill, I'll make it up from 
some of the other ones." 

 

Q. So what sort of subjects were you taught at school? 

A. Well, just mainly Reading and Writing and that and Counting y'know and Sewing and Knitting and 
things. But that was about all there was, nothing else really. 

 

Q. Did you get any Science subjects? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Languages? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls get the same subjects then? 

A. Yes, more or less, uh-huh. Y'see the thing is when they passed on to Balfron High School they probably 
would get something like that but y'see I didn't go that length. 

 

Q. So did you never go back to school after your illness? 

A. No, that was it finished because the doctor said to my parents that, some of them had said something, I 
don't know whether it was my mother or father said, "What about her schooling?" Doctor Fletcher said, 
"Well, she's had all the schooling she is going to get." 

 

Q. That would be you about twelve then, did you say? 

A. Aye well, maybe nearer fourteen, but he says, "No, no, she's not going back. She wouldnae be able to 
go back anyway." 

 

Q. So would you have liked to have gone on yourself, do you think? 

A. Well, I don't know, <..pause..> I could always count whatever money I had and anything like that and I can 
write, maybe not a hundred per cent but I mean I can write and I can read so I mean I'm not bad 
considering. 

 

Q. Did you ever think of taking any part-time further education afterwards? 

A. No, no, oh no. 

 

Q. When you were at school did you have any part time jobs? 
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A. No, the only thing we done was, when we were on holiday we went out and gathered potatoes y'know at 
the potato harvest. But the thing is, I mean it wasnae so much you got paid, it is about £14 a day they 
get nowadays if not more but we just got about five bob or 3/6d and that was from eight o'clock in the 
morning to about five at night. 

 

Q. Did you get to keep that yourself? 

A. Aye, my mother and father used to say, “Well, if you earned it yourself, you are entitled to keep it.” 

 

Q. What was your first full-time job? 

A. It would be up in the pub likely, in the Rob Roy. 

 

Q. The Rob Roy in Buchlyvie? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. What age would you be then? 

A. Fifteen or maybe sixteen because I was just, as the saying goes I was only doing the general 
housework. And then I used to, if they were awful busy in the bar as well, I would go through but I 
didnae like the bar, I didnae like serving in the bar. 

 

Q. So was that like cleaning the living quarters? 

A. Mmhmm, aye. 

 

Q. Did you clean the pub as well? 

A. No, no, y'know I did the washing and the thingmies, and the pubs long ago had thone wee things for 
spitting in, y'know thone sawdust. They dinnae have that nowadays right enough. 

 

Q. How did you get that job? 

A. Well, I knew Mr. MacKaig. [The owner] 

 

Q. What were your hours like? 

A. Well, they were alright, I mean you werenae that awful hard cawed as the saying would go or awful 
early. I mean about, maybe about ten you would go along to the pub and that. 

 

Q. What time did you finish? 

A. Well, it depended on what was doing. If there was a lot doing you'd maybe not be finished ‘til five but 
you more or less was about half past four and then of course you got your meal there too, I mean like, 
you got something to eat there as well. 

 

Q. Was that mid-afternoon you got something to eat? 

A. Round about dinnertime you got maybe something to eat. 

 

Q. Was that Monday to Friday or Saturday as well? 

A. Saturday as well, it was. Not a Sunday right enough but a full day on Saturday. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you were paid? 

A. Maybe about fourteen bob a week, as they would say. 

 

Q. Was there an hourly rate or was that a set amount? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. A set amount? 

A. Mmhmm. 
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Q. Did you have any holidays with pay? 

A. No, long ago holidays was a thing of the past, you never bothered about them. 

 

Q. What did you do with your wages? Were you still living at home then? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. Did you give them to your mother? 

A. Well, I used to give her so much because well, as the saying goes, she was entitled to get it, I suppose. 

 

Q. What did you spend the remainder on or did you save it? 

A. Well, more or less something to wear or something like that. That's about all you could because there 
wasnae much else on the go. 

 

Q. So who else worked in the pub? Would it just be the owners themselves? 

A. Mmhmm aye, Mrs. MacKaig and Mr. MacKaig sometimes. He had a taxi business of course, he used to 
do a taxi business and he was out quite a bit, at nighttime he was more or less in. 

 

Q. Did you have any other work? How long were you at the pub? 

A. I was quite a wee while at the pub and then as I said I was at that tearoom place and then of course that 
was after I was a widow and that I worked with Mrs. Glasgow in the pub, it was just washing floors and 
that. It was only about an hour or so that was, or a couple of hours in the morning for to wash the floors 
and make sure everything was all right when the pub opened. 

 

Q. How long did you work in the Rob Roy? 

A. I couldnae exactly mind the date but I know it was MacKaig was the name of the people, but he's dead 
now. 

 

Q. Did you work in the pub right up until you got married? 

A. Oh no, no, and then it was Mrs. Glasgow that was the name of the ones that had it after that, well it was 
a while after that the Glasgow's come into it, but no, no it was just maybe about a matter of six month or 
something I could roughly say that I was working with MacKaig. 

 

Q. And then you got a job in the tearoom? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. So what were your hours like in the tearoom? 

A. Well, again it depended if it was busy, but it was doing the whole lot of the cleaning and that and it 
depended a good lot because as the saying goes, if you werenae awful busy, sometimes they werenae 
awful busy. That was an English woman that had it, the old woman that had it. 

 

Q. Was that Monday to Saturday again? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. Six days a week? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember what your wage was like then? Was it a better wage than the pub? 

A. Not a great lot more because there werenae such big wages then, maybe roughly about a pound or say 
on to it. I mean like, what I had in the pub. 

 

Q. So what was your job there? Cleaner or did you serve in the tearoom and that as well? 
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A. Aye, sometimes you had to take the stuff ben but more or less she had her tables set y'know with 
everything, sugar and cream and they were covered over y'know and then if anybody came in well, it 
was just maybe like the pot of tea and whatever they were having. 

 

Q. So how long did you work in there? Was it up until you got married? 

A. Mmhmm, it was about six month I was there too, I think. 

 

Q. So you carried on living at home once you started work? 

A. Mmhmm, aye. 

 

Q. You didn't venture out on your own? 

A. No. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time then when you were out working? You know if you stayed in, in the 
evenings say, what would you do then? 

A. Well, we just had an old record player I think we had y'know, an old gramophone is more like it, we used 
to play it sometimes. That was about all because I mean like there was really nothing else. 

 

Q. If you went out, where would you go? 

A. Oh, just out for a walk. I mean we never were ones for running away to anything that was on. 

 

Q. Did you go to the pictures a lot? 

A. Not an awful lot because as the saying goes you had to go to Balfron. 

 

Q. So did you start to change when you started to work? Did you take an interest in politics or anything like 
that once you started work? 

A. No, I didnae bother very much about that. 

 

Q. Did you make a lot of new friends being able to get out and about? 

A. Aye, you do make quite a few friends right enough. 

 

Q. Did your parents expect to meet your friends? 

A. Aye, we were allowed to bring anybody home if we wanted to. 

 

Q. Would they want to know where you were going and what time you would be back? 

A. Oh aye, of course long ago you werenae allowed to wait out the length of hours that they are nowadays 
because long ago you had to be in maybe for half past ten at the least. 

 

Q. What age were you when you got married then? 

A. Eh, twenty-two. 

 

Q. Did you stop work when you got married? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. And how long had you known your husband then? 

A. Oh, I had known him quite a wee while, uh-huh. Y'see my husband, his father was killed in The First 
World War and his mother was killed a fortnight after it with a big, I think it was a lorry or something in 
Aberdeen. That was where he actually came from, was Aberdeen and then his; there was nobody to 
look after him and he went to an aunt or something in Aberdeen for a wee while and then he had an 
aunty in Glasgow and like he went to see her back and forward but she was the type that didnae want 
anything to do with him. It was not that there was anything wrong with him but y'know she was funny 
and that was that. 
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Q. So how did you meet him? 

A. Well, he was working in a farm in Buchlyvie and that's how I met him. 

 

Q. What age was he when you got married? 

A. About thirty. 

 

Q. Did you get engaged before? 

A. No, no we just went together and then we got married and that. 

 

Q. Can you describe the wedding? 

A. It was just a quiet wedding, there was only about four of us at the thingmie y'know the bride and groom 
and the, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Where was it? 

A. It was in the Manse in Buchlyvie. 

 

Q. Oh and the Minister had come back from holiday. 

A. Aye, yes, Geordie Mortimar was his name. 

 

Q. Did you have a reception at all? 

A. No, we just went to my mother's anyway and had tea and that there, y'know. It never was anything 
flashy. 

 

Q. Did you go away on honeymoon? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. So did you have a place to stay then? 

A. Not then, we stayed with my mother. 

 

Q. [Beginning of second side of tape. No question] 

A. On older type as I should say of the house but y'know, like with thone dirty sinks, thone iron sinks in it. It 
wasnae very nice but at least it was habitable and that was the main thing. 

 

Q. Where about was that? 

A. In the Main Street but they've got new houses there now, they were all demolished, I think. 

 

Q. So how big was it? 

A. Just a room and a kitchen, a but and ben as the saying goes. 

 

Q. So did you rent that off the Council? 

A. No, no it wasnae the Council it was Stewart, it was a farmer that had it, I think. 

 

Q. So you stopped work after you got married? 

A. Mmhm. 

 

Q. Did you ever do any work later on? 

A. Like what do you mean with later on. 

 

Q. Did you have any children? 

A. Aye, one, a daughter. 
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Q. And did you work after you had your family at all? 

A. Aye, an occasional day but not, y'know what I mean, not a lot, you maybe took an occasional days work 
if it was necessary but that's all. 

 

Q. So you had one daughter? 

A. Mmhm. 

 

Q. When was she born? 

A. Gosh, I cannae mind, I just can't remember to tell you the truth. 

 

Q. Before she was born did you know anything about childbirth or labour or anything like that? 

A. No, no there was nothing like that long ago. 

 

Q. Could you ask anybody about it? Could you speak to your mother about it? 

A. Well, I dare say you could if you wished but I mean sometimes you didnae bother y'know. 

 

Q. Where was your daughter born? 

A. In Main Street, Buchlyvie. 

 

Q. She was born in the house? 

A. Mmhm. 

 

Q. Who was in attendance at that time? 

A. Well, it was Nurse Alexander was the name of the nurse from Buchlyvie and the doctor from Kippen, of 
course, but it wasnae Doctor Fletcher an that was about all. My sister she stayed just across; it was a 
long close and she stayed just across the close from me and she used to pop in back and forward and 
that. But then again, the nurse kept me hanging on as bloody long and I mean I don't know what, she 
could hardly get the afterbirth away and of course with the result I was rushed to the Infirmary. After the 
afterbirth was away and that, but I mean I was rushed to Stirling Royal Infirmary by the ambulance. 

 

Q. So who looked after the baby? 

A. My sister next door. 

 

Q. So how did you get on in the hospital? Were you kept in? 

A. Well, it was supposed to be. I was in there for about ten days. It was supposed to be an appendicitis 
and childbed fever that set in with the neglect at the birth and that's who it was, it was Nurse Alexander. 
She was an old nurse and yet there was a woman that I knew and she had a baby in the same house 
as I had her, Ruby in, and she could wait with her the whole time and yet she came down to see me 
when I started labour, "Oh," she said, “you'll be alright," and away she went. Then my husband had to 
run up for her. It was up at the top of the street she stayed. 

 

Q. And how long were you in labour as such? 

A. Well, the baby was born as she came in the door, and it was born before she came in the door. 

 

Q. So it was just a short while? 

A. Aye, she had left me, och for about hours she left me and that was it. 

 

Q. Did you manage to feed your first baby yourself then? 

A. No, not when I was taken into hospital. 

 

Q. So was your husband quite good? 
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A. Oh yes, he was very good. 

 

Q. Now when you first got married who did the household budgeting? Who decided what would be bought 
and things like that? 

A. Well, we both done it because like as the saying goes there wasnae big flows of money then and you 
had to economize. 

 

Q. How did you get your furniture and that together for your first house? 

A. Well, there was a lady in Buchlyvie and she gave us a bed. I think her name was Annie Blower, she 
stayed away down near the foot of the town. And then Mrs. Macintosh, she had got a house down the 
road and she left a kinda dresser thing in her house and linoleum which was badly worn but I mean like 
it was still whole and my sister, she went up and took the things down and that was ours because we 
didnae buy any new furniture. 

 

Q. Did you know how much your husband earned when you got married? Did he used to give you his wage 
packet? 

A. Mmhm, but I just don't remember what it was because I mean sometimes, y'see at that time he was 
working, he got a job in the Council on the roads and like he got overtime sometimes so I just couldnae 
exactly say how much he had for a wage. 

 

Q. When did he get the job with the Council? 

A. After we got married. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Oh aye, oh you did, long ago it was a struggle all round, because I mean it was a case of you had to 
make do and mend. My mother used to have to. When we were young and that, my mother used to 
have to get, maybe there was an old wife stayed somewhere and she used to give her jerseys and 
whatnot. She had to cut the sleeves out the jerseys and sew then along the foot for to make socks for 
the laddies and us for going to school. So that was how hard up they were then. 

 

Q. Were there any shops in the area that would give credit or were there any pawn shops or anything like 
that? 

A. Eh, not in Buchlyvie, no. Well, I mean I dare say the Co-Operative, you maybe could get you know, you 
could have run your weekly bill there if you wished but there was nothing else I don't think. 

 

Q. Was there a Co-Operative in Buchlyvie then? 

A. Aye, there still is, isn't there? 

 

Q. That's right. So if any neighbours were ill or confined to bed, what was the community like, would 
everybody tend to help out? 

A. Och aye, you would more or less because I mean like you would help anybody if you could. But as I 
say, there are a lot of them nowadays, they're more snobbish like they would rather die on the floor as 
have anybody go in to see if they are alright, sort of style. 

 

Q. So did you have to pay for a doctor? If you had to send for a doctor did you have to pay each time? 

A. Aye, well it cost 7/6d for the doctor to come from Kippen to Buchlyvie and that wasnae counting say if 
you had medicines or anything like that. 

 

Q. So that was a sort of last resort. Did you see what you could do yourself first, home-cures and various 
things before you called for the doctor? 

A. Mmhm, that's true but that's what I mean, that's what he took 7/6d. 

 

Q. Was there any sickness club or anything that you could contribute to through your husband’s work 
maybe? 
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A. No, I don't thing so, no. 

 

Q. To cover the family for the likes of that? 

A. No, and long ago you had to pay for the ambulance because when I come back home after Ruby was 
born and that, I came back home and was on my feet and I went to the door and I got this letter in the 
door and I wondered what it was and it was the account for the ambulance. Of course I just sat down 
and wrote a letter and told them that I wasnae in a position to pay for the ambulance and that if they 
were wanting me to pay for that I would need to pay it at a shilling a week. 

 

Q. How much was it? Do you remember? 

A. It was about fourteen pound and that was taking you into Stirling. 

 

Q. Fourteen pounds, how long ago was that? 

A. Well, Ruby my daughter I think she would be about, I would say she was coming up for maybe forty so 
that's how long ago it would be. 

 

Q. 1947 or something, just after the Second World War? 

A. But I can remember getting that. But I went and saw Doctor MacKinley, well Doctor MacKinley came in 
to see me and he said to me, he said, "Oh, you don't need to pay for that," he says, "that's out of the 
question." So I didn't need to. 

 

Q. I was just going to ask about the Second World War. Do you remember what you were doing at the time 
it started, that would be 1939? 

A. I think that would be the year, no it couldnae have been. I was going to say I thought that's maybe when 
Ruby would have been born about 1939 but anyway, I don't know, there was nothing really much to do. 

 

Q. You were married then? 

A. Mmhm. 

 

Q. So did it change family life a lot for you? 

A. Being married? 

 

Q. The Second World War? 

A. Aye, well in a way because losing your husband right enough, I mean my husband he was very, he was 
a good man not like half the men that's going about nowadays and that. He was a decent man. 

 

Q. Did he go away at the start of the war? Did he join up? 

A. Aye, aye, he volunteered because he didnae need to go but he wanted to go. He wanted into the air-
force that was it. Because him being on the roads he wouldnae need to have went for I mean he was a 
key job, right enough. 

 

Q. So did he go right at the beginning of the war? 

A. Aye, he went. 

 

Q. So how did you manage then with rationing and one thing and another? 

A. Well, you just had to, as the saying goes you had to make do and mend as best as you could with 
everything. I mean even with your clothing coupons and everything. I mean like you just had to try, 
that's all you could do. 

 

Q. Did you ever have any evacuees? 

A. No, no I never had any of them because the house wasnae big enough for one thing. Oh, they came to 
me, who was it, somebody came to me and I said, "No, I've enough to do to watch my own." But I 
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wouldnae take them and that's about all because they came round and asked you right enough if you 
were willing to take two or whatever the case might be. 

 

Q. Did they have them in Buchlyvie? Were there some wee children there? 

A. Aye, because they thought y'see when my husband wasnae there, I said, "Oh no," I says, "I'm not giving 
my husband's room up for evacuees." That was before he was killed right enough because when he 
was away, they thought, well if he was away at the war there was not much use of the room being 
empty sort of style. 

 

Q. Thank you very much. 
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1919 Domestic Service; Mill Worker; Lathe operator in Second World War; Office 
Work 
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Transcribed by A.F. Turner 
 

Q. So where were you born? 

A. Cowie. 

 

Q. Do you remember which street it was? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So how long did you live in Cowie? 

A. I left Cowie when I was about four, <..pause..> and came to Fallin. 

 

Q. How old were your parents when you were born? 

A. Mmm, <..pause..> I don't know, they would be, <..pause..> no, no, I cannae think. 

 

Q. So what was your father's job? 

A. Miner. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs before or after that? 

A. No, he was just a miner. 

 

Q. Did your mother have any jobs before she married? 

A. Oh, before she married she was in service, <..pause..> y'know. 

 

Q. And did she work after she was married? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Were they regular church goers? 

A. My father was. 

 

Q. And did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. Oh yes, yes. 

 

Q. In what ways did they take an interest in politics? Do you know the political parties they voted for? 

A. Labour. Labour. They were on committees and everything for Labour. 

 

Q. And what did your parents do in their spare time? What did your father do? 

A. Well I think he was just a man that went to his work, and went along to the 'Gothenburg' there, and had 
his pint and came back home again. <..pause..> My mother never went out much y'know, she never. 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. So your father didn't play any sport or anything? 
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A. Oh when he was a young man he was a footballer, and he played draughts and I used to have a nice 
gold, <..pause..> eh, I lost it during the war in Glasgow, a bit of gold with 'James Morton runner up', you 
know. Draught, it was a lovely gold thing. 

 

Q. And so what memories do you have of your parents’ house when you were young at Cowie? 

A. <..pause..> Oh at Cowie! Em, well. 

 

Q. Now many rooms did they have? 

A. Well, when we left Cowie you went into a sort of kitchen and there were a big bath and that with a top 
on it and then you had your living-room and your front room and there were a door with a garden and 
they had upstairs. We left that to come to the Blocks at Fallin and it was an awful come down just to a 
room and kitchen at Fallin you know, but they had to come because of the work. They didnae have 
work. 

 

Q. And so was there a washhouse in Fallin as well? 

A. Aye, down in the washhouse. We used to go down to it, <..pause..> but we were round near the school 
y'know! You were just over the dyke and into the school. 

 

Q. And so did you have any brothers or sisters? 

A. Mm-hmm. There were seven of us. 

 

Q. There were seven! What were the sleeping arrangements like? 

A. Well, in that they had a wee room that just held a bed, and then in the bedroom like, there was a bed 
and then in the kitchen were two beds. They were into the wall you know, two beds into the wall. Well 
the youngest slept in there. You just divided round about. My sister, she was in Service quite a lot. 

 

Q. Did your mother pay anyone to help in the house? 

A. Oh no, no. 

 

Q. So she did all the housework? 

A. Mm-hmm, aye, <..pause..> and down into the washhouse at six o'clock in the morning and there'd be 
washing there at night and because, at Fallin, they used to have quite a walk along from the washhouse 
down to hang out their clothes. And there were a gum pond and if the wind changed that dirt would all 
blow into their clothes and they'd need to bring them all back up again and wash them again. I mean 
they had a hard time of it washing in these days. And then they bathed us all at night in it. When it was 
their turn for the washhouse, you all got bathed down there in the washhouse at night. 

 

Q. Do you remember your mother mending the family's clothes? 

A. Oh aye, aye. My mother had a machine and it went like nothing on earth. She made us skirts out of 
coats and knitted ripped out jerseys and knitted us jumpers with it you know. Oh aye, she was always 
on the go. 

 

Q. So did you get many new clothes then? 

A. Well, you would get just now and again y'know. I mean we were a close family but our cousins and that 
if, there were quite a lot of girls and the older ones, if they had anything good, I would get it and when I 
had anything good the next one would get it you know, but anything was passed on that could be used, 
good nap coats and things like that. 

 

Q. And what about shoes, did you have good shoes? 

A. Well, I'll tell you something, I never, never could run about in bare feet. I always had shoes on. You hear 
them all talking about going with their bare feet, and running in, I never, never could run with bare feet. 

 

Q. And did your father help your mother with any jobs in the house, like decorating or anything? 
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A. No, no. I'm afraid she was a very independent person. We could go away to our work. This is my 
mother’s house. I was in a prefab when I got married at first and then I came back here. We could go 
away to our work and she could have this all papered and painted by the time we came back home 
again. That was the type she was, she was never done. 

 

Q. So what about your father, what things did he used to do? Or did he not do anything? 

A. No, I don't mind of my dad doing anything. 

 

Q. Did he used to look after you as a child? 

A. Oh aye, oh aye. A good father, but he wasnae a housework man y'know, he wasnae, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So did you have any jobs to do in the house? 

A. Well, we always, you had the dishes to do you know, because we never ever rose from the table and 
left dishes. You just automatically lifted your plates and that way the dishes were all washed. But our 
laddies were the same, they were ruined. The lassies were inclined to do more about the house than 
ever the boys were. 

 

Q. Yours brothers, did they do any chores? 

A. No, no. Mind you, if there were anything hard to do, the laddies did it. <..pause..> You know, bringing in 
coal or things like that, hard jobs, but if it was dusting or making beds, I mean the beds were hard to 
make in they days, they were big, <..pause..> eh, featherbeds and you had to rumble them up y'know to 
make them and naebody could make them up but your mother, (laughs) ‘cause when you made them, 
you made them all wrong. 

 

Q. Did you continue to do all these housework chores after you left school? 

A. Well, when I left school at first, I think I was about six months in Service and I didnae like it, I didnae like 
being away from home. And then I came back, and I got a job in Templeton’s Mill in Stirling and I was 
there for seven and a half year? 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have as a child? 

A. Oh, good meals, soup, stews. My mother was always cooking and always baking and always, <..pause..> 
that's why she didn't go out much. It was all her family and her house you know, she was always busy. 

 

Q. Did you have anything different on Sundays? 

A. Great on a Sunday because it was the one day; <..pause..> There was a great big round table here and it 
was the one day that em, you all were in at the same time and it was always soup and steak pie and 
potatoes and peas and eh, Cremola and pears. That was always our Sunday dinner, you know. That 
was the one day that we were all together. 

 

Q. Did your mother eat well as well? 

A. Oh aye, aye. 

 

Q. She didn't give more to her family and eat less? 

A. No, no. We always seemed to have eh, <..pause..> she was such a worker and saving and things and a 
good manager that we always had plenty to eat. 

 

Q. Did your parents shop at the Co-Op or what shops did they use? 

A. Oh aye, oh aye, Co-Op. Everything came from the Co-Op. 

 

Q. So how did you celebrate special occasions like your birthday? 

A. Oh with a birthday cake. She was always a good baker and we always had a, <..pause..> not elaborate 
you know, it would be baked and icing on it and we always got presents. We always did have birthday 
cake, be the same yet. 
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Q. And did you have presents? 

A. Well you would get whatever you were needing. Maybe if you needed a pair of gloves or you needed a 
pair of shoes or, <..pause..> and she used to knit the house shoes into old felt hats and put the soles in 
them you know, things like that. We always had a pair of shoes. 

 

Q. Christmas, can you remember Christmases? 

A. At Christmas maybe you got, <..pause..> this is going away back to when I was in Cowie, I could mind it, 
when you got a case maybe for the school, and your brothers would get a battery and you always got 
an apple, an orange and a penny, a new penny in your stocking, when you hung up your stocking. But 
you always got something that you were needing you know. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play games with you at all? 

A. Oh aye, we used to sit and play cards a lot and different things you know. 

 

Q. Were there books in the house, like newspapers and magazines? 

A. Oh aye, my dad was a great reader. There always was a dog when we were young you know, he used 
to take us away a walk with the dog and all that kind of thing. 

 

Q. Did you belong to a library at all? 

A. No, no, <..pause..> That was what you got in presents mostly, books. 

 

Q. Were you taken out visiting to neighbours and friends and relations? 

A. Well when you went to your aunts, some stayed in Bannockburn and some stayed in Cowie and that, 
and when you went there. And then I had an aunt in eh, Larbert, we used to go there, that was your 
holidays, you see, you went there to your aunty’s for your holidays. Then your mother and father would 
book a room in Portobello and they'd take you there for a holiday. Now I mean, when you think back it 
was no holiday for mother, leaving her house and going to a room and feeding you all and seeing to you 
all y'know, but we used to eh, we always had that, we always had a holiday there at Portobello. 

 

Q. Do you remember activities you did in the holidays? Can you remember anything about them, 
excursions you went? 

A. Well you really, when you got there you were down at the seaside all the time you know, when you were 
young like. As we got older we went dancing and that, but when you were young you only went for the 
seaside, that was what you went for, <..pause..> and you were lucky to be there without going any further. 

 

Q. So can you tell me how you spent Sundays when you were young? 

A. Well, we used to go to church on a Sunday and eh, come back and by that time it would be dinnertime 
you know, and sometimes you'd go away over The Moss and gather brambles and you know, things like 
that. Go away for a walk or some people visited you, you usually had visitors on a Sunday and you 
would all be sitting about blethering. 

 

Q. So did you go to a Sunday School? 

A. Mm-hmm, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. Did you go outings with the Sunday School? 

A. The picnics. Before these houses were built, just there, it used to be a park and you all got at the school 
and there were a sort of cart, and it'd be all done up and the kids would be sitting in it and you'd all walk 
behind it and the teachers would be there and you'd land at this big park and this was where all the fun 
went on you know. 

 

Q. Did you go to any meetings with The Band of Hope or anything like that? 

A. No. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you have different clothes on Sundays? 
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A. Oh aye, oh aye. You had your good claes on a Sunday and that was the only time you wore them, 
y'know. 

 

Q. Did you have a favourite dress then that you used to wear or a favourite pair of shoes or something? 

A. Well, when you were wee, whatever you got for the Gala Day with your nice white shoes and that, you 
had them for a Sunday, you kept them, you know. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers? 

A. Oh aye, oh aye. 

 

Q. So do you think religion was important to you when you were young? 

A. When we were young! I think that, <..pause..> it's like education, if they’re not learnt it at school, they 
never have it. After they leave school, well they can do what they like, but I feel that kids should have it. 

 

Q. Did you bring up your children to attend church? 

A. Uh-huh, uh-huh, <..pause..> oh aye. 

 

Q. So as a child did you play with your brothers and sisters or neighbours? Who did you play with? 

A. Oh aye, aye. Well, your brothers would eh , <..pause..> ours was a house that they all came to. You'd 
bring your pals and your brothers would bring their pals and even during the war when the laddies were 
all away, they'd come back and we'd have parties. You wouldnae have much for eating but as I say my 
mother was always baking and somebody would give some sugar and some other body would give 
margarine and somebody would be home on leave and you would have a wee party for them, you 
know. 

 

Q. What kind of games did you play when you were wee? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> mmm, <..pause..> Peever. Do you know what that is? 

 

Q. Well, explain! 

A. Well, you got an old eh, <..pause..> you know, a polish tin. Well you got that and you filled it full of dirt, 
stones, that would make it heavy and you drew what we called 'beds'. You drew beds and then you took 
this Peever and you threw it and you hopped round about you know, until you were out and then some 
other body got a chance. Either that, you had ropes and you all took an end of it and you played 
Skipping Ropes and they'd be a great big queue of you all at the back and whoever went out took an 
end and you started again and that was it, you know. 

 

Q. Did you used to sing songs? 

A. Oh aye, aye. All the discs, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. Can you remember any songs? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> eh, <..pause..> oh we used to sing a lot, eh, <..pause..> cannae mind. 

 

Q. What kind of toys did you have? 

A. Mostly, my mother used to make dolls with eh, knitted you know and full of rags and she used to make 
dolls and that for us and eh, these kind of things y'know. 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Och aye. (laughs) My mother was always washing and ironing. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Oh aye, you'd great fun. At night, I mean you didnae have nothing to play with like nor, you would all 
meet down at the lamppost at night, your mother's would just look out and know where you were. You 
were all playing 'Tig' or you'd great fun playing 'Kick the Bucket'. (laughs) Oh aye, I mean you really did, 
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you had a great time just all, <..pause..> and you were all friendly, there were no fighting or no, <..pause..> 
and you could leave doors open and everything. Now the minute it gets dark, you're running locking the 
door, a thing we never ever done. 

 

Q. Were you free to play games with anyone at all? 

A. Mm-hmm, mm-hmm. 'Cause you were all friendly. 

 

Q. Were there ever any fights or anything like that? 

A. Sometimes, <..pause..> och, well it's only natural, you always get kids fighting, but there would be a wee 
fight one time and the next minute they'd all be pally again. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time after school hours and at weekends? 

A. Well, we used to go, <..pause..> I went to the Brownies and I went to the Guides and you went to all 
these, <..pause..> anything that was on you went to it all. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies, like bicycling or gardening? 

A. Well you didnae have a garden up the Blocks then, and the wood was over from it so we used to take 
pieces and a bottle of water and go away over The Moss and we used to play over The Moss for hours 
and you used to play at a shop and it was broken piggie, <..pause..> cups anything like that. Well if you 
had a cup with gold in it that was off a, <..pause..> pieces like, broken cup, and it had gold in it that was 
dear, that was plenty of money you see, and you used to sort it all out and you'd play it out, imagination 
just. You just had a great imagination. 

 

Q. Did you collect anything like scraps or anything like that? 

A. Aye, we just used to, <..pause..> aye. 

 

Q. Did you keep any pets? 

A. We always had a dog. Always had a dog. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sports or anything like that? 

A. At school! Oh aye, I was into everything. 

 

Q. Do you remember going to the pictures? 

A. Mm-hmm we used to go to the pictures, to the Kinema in Stirling, tuppence it was. 

 

Q. Can you remember what kind of films you saw? 

A. It would be cowboys likely, I'm still a cowboy fan. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did your parents give you any pocket money? 

A. Well, we always just sort of, <..pause..> if we were going anywhere we got the money when we were 
going and that was it y'know. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you spent the pocket money on? 

A. Well, you'd get a ha'pennys worth of sweeties and you got quite a good bag of sweeties for a ha'penny. 
You just maybe would play and you'd come in and you'd say "There's the ice-cream man!" and you'd 
get a ha'penny for a pokey hat. “You know what that is?” A cone, a pokey hat we used to call it. Well it 
was a ha'penny. Well you just got it and you'd come in and maybe say maybe you wanted sweeties and 
you got a ha'penny for sweeties. We werenae em, wasted you know but maybe you got about a 
ha'penny, you know, just for to get what you wanted. 

 

Q. Were you given any lessons by anyone before you went to school? 

A. Well I think in a family you all learn off each other, you know. I think so, <..pause..> and if there were 
anything you didnae understand, your mother or your father helped you with it. 
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Q. Now old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Well, I was four and a half because I had followed my big brother to school and when he went and got a 
hold of me, and he took me to the teacher to take me back home, she said "She’s a big girl, just put her 
in to the classroom," and that was me and I went and I loved it. That was in Cowie. 

 

Q. What type of school was it? 

A. Eh, Cowie school, you know the, <..pause..> 

 

A. A Primary School? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And what did you think of the school? 

A. Oh I loved the school, aye. 

 

Q. Did you like your teachers? 

A. Mm-hmm. Some you liked and some you didnae. 

 

Q. What would happen if you did something the teachers didn't like? 

A. Oh, they rattled you. (laughs) We had one at Fallin oh and I didnae like her. I couldnae draw you know 
and you were supposed to draw a straight line and she would bouff your ear you know, and when she 
would be going by I'd be going like this you know so she wouldnae hit my ear, and I didnae like it and 
she'd bung me you know, and eh, after it, oh when I was working I met her and she was "Oh Annie how 
are you getting on and that!" and I said “Oh the unhappiness you caused me!" I could have wiped the 
street with her. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did people get the strap then? 

A. Oh aye, aye. 

 

Q. Did the teachers emphasize things like manners and punctuality and tidiness? 

A. Oh aye, you had to be aye, oh aye. 

 

Q. What subjects were you taught at school? 

A. Well, Reading, Writing, Arithmetic. Just the usual you know. 

 

Q. Were you taught Needlework at school? 

A. Well that's a way to say sewing, which I was hopeless at, still am. 

 

Q. Did you wear a uniform at Primary School? 

A. No, no. They didnae wear uniforms in thae days because folk just had what they could wear. I mean a 
couple had six or seven kids in thae days you know. 

 

Q. What kind of things did you used to wear to school? 

A. Oh well, I suppose you were always dressed you know, we were always, <..pause..> skirts and jerseys in 
the winter and wee summer frocks, you know, in the summer. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you did at play times? 

A. Mm-hmm. We used to have great fun playing up and down, and we used to have a teacher and when 
we were sitting in an exam, <..pause..> eh, you'd maybe do your arithmetic test and then she'd say "Right, 
twice round the school and back in, and no talking," and you'd all run out, run round the school twice 
and back in and you were fresh for your next paper, you know. 
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Q. Did you go on to another school after the Primary School? 

A. I'd just should have been going to St. Modan’s when eh., <..pause..> I left school. Had I been going back 
to school, I'd have been going back to St. Modan’s when it opened. 

 

Q. So how old were you then? 

A. I was fourteen, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And would you have stayed on longer at school if you had had the opportunity? 

A. You didnae have money hen, you had to get out and get a job. 

 

Q. So while you were at school, did you have a part-time job or anything like that? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. So what was your first full-time job? 

A. I went to Service in the Allanpark in Stirling and I was there for about six months, but I didnae like it. I 
was brokenhearted being away from home. 

 

Q. Can you describe what kind of work you did? 

A. Aye, you were a maid. You were serving teas and washing up dishes and floating after the rest of them 
you know. I didnae like it at all. 

 

Q. How did you learn the job? Did you just watch others or did someone tell you what to do? 

A. Och, it was just a case you were going in with others and eh, you were only doing what you did at home 
weren't you. It was really just doing what was done at home. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. Well, when you went into Service, you were at their beck and call all the time. You only had your half-
day at each week you know. And when I used to come home it used to break my heart cause I was 
going back. I didnae like it. 

 

Q. Did you have a uniform that you had to wear? 

A. Mm-hmm, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. Can you describe the uniform? 

A. In the morning you had a striped with a big apron. You know those big aprons, and then in the afternoon 
you had your black dress with your wee cap and your, <..pause..> very smart. They were nice, but em, 
<..pause..>  

 

Q. Was there a big family, the people that you were working for? 

A. It was a boarding house. It was a Miss Lamb that had a boarding house, you know. She had eh, visitors 
came and that. You had a lot of steps to run up and down you know. 

 

Q. What were you paid? 

A. Mmm, now I couldnae tell you. I cannae mind that because I left there and went to Templeton’s and that 
was seven and eleven then. 

 

Q. So did you feel that whatever you were paid was a fair wage for your type of work? 

A. Well you were getting your keep, where in the servants you got your keep and everything, and whatever 
wage you had, well, you could come home and give your mother your wages, where once you started 
work they had sort of to keep you when you were eh. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you get on with the other people you worked with? 

A. Oh aye, aye. 
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Q. How did your employer treat you? 

A. Oh very well. Oh she was very nice, it was just me being away from home. I didnae like it. 

 

Q. So you didn't like the work that you were doing? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. So how long did you stay in the service for? 

A. I think I was about six months there when I left. 

 

Q. What did you do after that? 

A. I went to Templeton’s in Stirling and I was there for about seven and a half year. 

 

Q. Can you describe the work that you did at Templeton’s Mill? 

A. We got the wool as it came in, in batches and you'd tear it all and throw it all about and feed it into a big 
hopper and it went through, <..pause..> into another eh, <..pause..> department. You got the first of the wool 
and it went through into another department, you know. 

 

Q. And how did you learn the job? 

A. Every other body was there. You just came in and you just did whatever. There were about seven of us 
outside. We used to call that outside because it was the beginning and it got fed into this big machine 
and it went through into the mill and then it started going on the bobbins and all these kind of things, you 
know. But there were about seven of us and just if somebody young came in you just, you know, 
<..pause..> eventually I was that long there that eh, you were sort of on the hoppers all the time you know. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. You worked from eight o'clock in the morning to quarter to six at night. 

 

Q. Did you work on Saturdays? 

A. Saturday morning from eight in the morning to twelve o'clock. 

 

Q. Were there any breaks for meals? 

A. Oh aye, you had your ten minutes break in the morning for your tea and then you had your lunch and 
then you had a teatime in the afternoon. Us outside, we could, we were more or less, where we were, 
we could sort of have our tea whenever we liked you know, we werenae tied to a, <..pause..> time. 

 

Q. What were you paid? 

A. Well I think when I started it was seven and eleven for your pay and then you got two shillings of a rise 
at the New Year and then two shillings of a rise at The Fair Week. That was July you know, The 
Glasgow Fair. 

 

Q. Was it a time or piece-wage? 

A. No, no, that was just, <..pause..> you all went in with that you know. 

 

Q. Did you get a rise at any time? 

A. Well that was your rise, your two shillings you know. Later on, maybe before I left we sort of went on to 
a piece thing and we got a new man from Glasgow and he thought we should have been on a bonus 
and we got it for a wee while but eh, that was just before we left you know. 

 

Q. Did you feel that you were paid a fair wage? 

A. Well, you were getting as good a wage as any other body then, you know. 
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Q. Did you give some of the money that you earned to your mum? 

A. Oh you gave your whole pay to your mum. You just came in and gave her your pay. 

 

Q. Can you describe any other jobs that were done in the factory? 

A. Well, I mean we, as I say, we were outside and you fed the wool into them then it went in all the 
different, <..pause..> it went into one, <..pause..> blew through a big pipe into one bit. They put it through 
into another hopper and it came through thready, then it went from there on to the jennies, and then 
came on wee bobbins and then it went down to another bit and then it went into hanks and then that 
went away to Glasgow you know, because it was carpets Templeton’s made. They were the best 
carpets. 

 

Q. Did men and women work together? 

A. We had a man as a foreman, we had a man as a foreman, but no, it was all lassies there at our bit. But 
there was nearly all foremen just in Templeton’s, <..pause..> you know, it was lassies. 

 

Q. Could you talk or relax at all at work? 

A. Och aye, we had a great time we had. It's like everything else, you had some days that was great and 
other days you, <..pause..> but there was nothing else you could do. Many a time you felt you were going 
to leave but where could you go? I mean, you left if you had another job to go to but no way would you 
have left because you just didnae like it. 

 

Q. Were there any kind of entertainment put on for employees or anything like that or was there a Work’s 
outing or anything like that? 

A. Oh we used to, <..pause..> I mind we went to eh, Rothesay once and then we went down The Water you 
know, but eh, <..pause..> I don't know. During the war you see, I left and went to Glasgow during the war 
and I don't know what happened then because it was only during the war they started having people 
coming in eh, canteen to entertain the workers you know, ‘Music while you work’. 

 

Q. Was there a presentation when a worker retired or anything like that? 

A. Well we used to all, <..pause..> eh, if somebody was leaving to get married, eh, you would all put together 
to buy them a present and eh, you would do them all up and you would take them home and when you 
took them home, their mother would have a bottle of port and a tea all ready and you would all get a 
wee drink of port which was a great thing then, to get a drink of port you know, (laughs) and you'd get a 
drink of port and what do you call it? <..pause..> Have your tea in their house and then come home, you 
know. 

 

Q. How did your employer treat you at Templeton’s? 

A. Oh aye, we got on, <..pause..> it was a Mr. Dickson that was the manager. Oh aye he was pretty fair and 
then the other chap, he went on, he was the office boy then, well in later years he was the manager in 
Templeton’s, Joe Lamonby, and see we were brought up with Joe, he was just the office boy when we 
were, <..pause..> then he went as manager. 

 

Q. So was there a Trade Union or anything like that? 

A. No, <..pause..> no. 

 

Q. Did you like the work? 

A. Aye, well I mean you went to your work and you came home and you had your tea and you got ready 
and we were always great dancing you know, we were at Bannockburn Welfare and Fallin Welfare, 
Cowie, just wherever the dance was you just went to it and then when we went to Glasgow, we used to 
go up to The Playhouse in Glasgow and it was Joe Loss, Henry Hall, all these big bands. We danced to 
them all because they were up there at the time you see. 

 

Q. And so how long were you saying that you worked at Templeton’s for? 

A. About seven and a half year. 
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Q. When did you give up that work? 

A. During the war when I went to work at the munitions. I went to, <..pause..> Howden’s in Scotland Street, 
Glasgow. I went there to work and I was three and a half year there. 

 

Q. Can you describe the work that you did as part of your war work? 

A. You were working a lathe, that's a big machine and you did all the different things you know, the setter 
up, one of the chaps set up all the machines that you couldnae go wrong and then you had to do all the 
different, <..pause..> what the lathe does you know, you'd be cutting in one minute and doing all the 
different thingmys, going through all the, <..pause..>  

 

Q. And did you just learn this job by watching how to do it or were you trained? 

A. Well, some of them had to go to em, Springbank, and they trained there, but I was lucky enough, I got 
into it through knowing, just through knowing somebody I got into Howden’s without training and I went 
there and the men showed you, you know, they were really good. 

 

Q. And can you remember what hours you worked? 

A. Aye, we worked from eight in the morning ‘til nine o'clock at night, day shift and you went on nine 
o'clock night shift ‘til eight o'clock in the morning. We worked hard. 

 

Q. Were you working on a Saturday then? 

A. Aye, and we worked on a Sunday. You worked half a day on a Saturday and worked on a Sunday, and I 
used to get my half-day and come home. I mean, I just lived for coming home, and I would come home 
and then I'd be away back. If I didnae go back on the Saturday night I travelled on the Sunday morning. 

 

Q. Were there any breaks for meals? 

A. Oh aye, oh aye. You had your tea breaks and your eh, <..pause..> your hour's break and all that but it was 
no joke. 

 

Q. What were you paid for your war work? 

A. Well, it was good wages then. You'd about seven pound a week you know, and when we were night 
shift, we used to all go out on a Friday, don't know whether it was the first Friday or the last Friday, but 
we all went out on the Friday and we'd go and have our dinner and go to the theatre and then come 
straight on to our work you know. Just all had a night out, and then you got up in the afternoon when 
Joe Loss or any of thae bands were on. On a Monday afternoon you used to get up and go <..pause..> to 
the dancing in the afternoon, and then come back, have an hour in bed and then to your work. I mean, 
we had to do all that, you know. 

 

Q. Did men and women work together in the factory? 

A. Uh-huh, aye, oh aye. 

 

Q. Was there any entertainment provided for the employees then? 

A. That's right, they used to have them, eh, during, in the canteen you know, but I was lucky enough I was 
in digs just across from the Howden’s and I used to be able to go home for my meals you know, at 
dinnertime. 

 

Q. How did you feel about the work that you did? 

A. Oh, you just did it. Weren't you, you were lucky to be, <..pause..>  

 

Q. And so, how long did you do the war work for? 

A. I was about three and a half year there. 

 

Q. What did you do after the war work? 

A. I came back and I was in the em, Throsk, y'know the R.N.A.D. I worked there in the office and I think I 
was about a year and a half there when I left to get married. I worked there in the office. 
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Q. So was it usual to leave your job after you got married? 

A. No, I think I was in it after I got married. I was in it for a wee while after I got married, you know. 

 

Q. Can you describe the type of work that you did then? 

A. In the office? Aye, I was down in the office and eh, then I was down in one bit and then I was in the 
other bit, I was time-keeper you know. 

 

Q. Can you remember what hours you worked? 

A. Eh, down there? I think it was from eight to five, <..pause..> and then if you worked on a Sunday or that it 
was overtime you know. I mean when I went down there my dad worked in it, <..pause..> you know, 
towards the end he worked down there in the Throsk, and eh, he had about four pound fifteen of a pay, 
and I started with four pound fifteen in the office, and then I was in it a wee while and I had five shillings 
of a rise that I had as good a pay you know, I'd as good a pay as my dad had. 

 

Q. So how did you feel about the work that you did in the office then? 

A. Oh, I liked it, oh aye. I mean you were at home, I mean this is the, <..pause..> I mean when I went to the, 
<..pause..> engineering I could have been called up for eh, the services you see. When I went to the 
engineering I could have been called up for the services, but when I came back down here eh, <..pause..> 
well, <..pause..> at the, <..pause..> when I was at the engineering eh, one day, I was really wanting to get 
back home you know, and we'd went to this lady doctor and she discovered that there was something 
wrong with my heart, and that no way had I to touch a machine again. So that was how I came back 
and got the job down there you know. 

 

Q. You worked then after you got married as well? 

A. Mm-hmm. Just for a wee while you know. 

 

Q. All this time when you were working at Templeton’s and in your war work, can you describe how you 
spent your leisure time? 

A. Oh we went to the pictures and we went dancing. As I say, I love dancing you know, that I would've 
went every night to the dancing if it would've been possible, that I liked that and we went to the pictures 
and we would meet friends and go for a walk and things like that you know. 

 

Q. When you were living alone during your war work, can you describe how you used to manage your 
money? 

A. Your digs were em, you would have eh, <..pause..> in your digs. There were another girl and I there and 
eh, you paid your digs and you came home. You always had money. You were in a bank, this chap 
used to take the bank and then we would go holidays you know, at eh, <..pause..> thingmy and that but 
em, went up to Inverness and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Now much did your rent cost? 

A. We were in digs, you didnae pay rent. 

 

Q. So where did you mainly eat? Was it in the canteen that you used to eat? 

A. No, no, as I said, I was in digs across the road from it and I always got home, got the meals at home. 

 

Q. Did you spend your Sundays going to church? 

A. No, you never seen the church, you were working all the time. I mean any time I had off I, as I say, I 
used to come home. You'd come off night shift and I'd get in the bus and I would go unconscious and 
always there were a turn like that at St. Ninians and I always seemed to waken at it. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you start to take an interest in politics at all? 

A. No, not then. 
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Q Did you stick to a group of friends that you worked with in the factory? 

A. Oh aye, I made good, <..pause..> I still write. I had a friend there and we still write to each other from 
Canada. She married. She was here for the weekend with me and she went back again and it was the 
blackout and this chap says to her he was lost. He was trying to get the Y.M.C.A. place in Glasgow, and 
I mean when the blackout, you cannae believe it what like it was you know, and she took him and 
showed him where to go and he asked her to go to the pictures the next day; that, he was a Canadian, 
and he was just, had landed in Glasgow and that. So the next day she says to me, "Oh, I met this big 
fella, you know and he asked me to the pictures" and she was an awful nice, quiet girl you know and eh, 
<..pause..> she went and met him and she married him and the two of us, we still write to each other and 
that's all those years you know. 

 

Q. So that was a war time romance? 

A. Aye, that was a war time romance. 

 

Q. So did you meet boys at dances then? 

A. Och aye, and we used to write. I mean, see the laddies round about here that went away and other 
laddies you met at the dancing, you wrote to them all. I mean you used to be always writing to 
somebody then my two brothers were in the army. One was in the Air Force and one was in the Army, 
and you wrote to them. You spent an awful time writing, you know. 

 

Q. Did your parents meet any of your friends? 

A. Oh, we brought them all home, aye. All them I worked with in Glasgow with, they all came, if they had a 
Sunday off they would come home. When I think on it, you brought them all home and your mother fed 
them all, (laughs) and that was it you know. 

 

Q. Did your parents expect to know where you were at a specific time in the evening or anything like that? 

A. Oh aye, you didnae, <..pause..> they knew where you were going and they knew when you were coming 
back. 

 

Q. Did you have to be home by a certain time? 

A. No, I mean, as I say to you, on a Friday night we used to go to the dancing, whether it was Cowie or 
Bannockburn or that. Well it was a late night, it was on to three o'clock in the morning and then you 
walked home and then you were up and away to your work in the morning. You wouldnae have dared 
or said you were tired or not went to work, you know. 

 

Q. What age were you married at? 

A. Twenty-four. 

 

Q. Had you known your husband long then? 

A. We met one Christmas and we were married the next. 

 

Q. So how did you meet? 

A. At the dancing. (laughs) 

 

Q. And where did your husband come from? 

A. He came from Carronshore, and I came from Fallin. 

 

Q. Was he from the same background as yourself? 

A. Aye. His father worked in the Throsk, in the depot, you know. His father was in the depot. 

 

Q. How long were you engaged? 

A. We never got engaged. As I say, we met one Christmas and we were married the next, and it wasnae 
after it I got my engagement ring. I got two, one after it and then one later on, you know. 
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Q. Did you save up money before getting married? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

 

Q. Did your parents help you setting up a home? 

A. Oh aye, oh aye. I mean you didnae have a house then you know, you just eh, <..pause..> when we got 
married we went into a room at his mother’s and the war was on and eh, my mother gave us all bed 
clothes and you know, blankets, sheets, things like that because you were on coupons. I mean people 
that were giving you presents, it was all these, <..pause..> a jug and half a dozen tumblers and you know, 
it wasnae like what you get nowadays, and it wasnae, <..pause..> people didnae have coupons for to give 
wedding presents you know. 

 

Q. So can you describe the wedding? 

A. My wedding! Well we just, <..pause..> it was a house wedding because you didnae have rations you see, 
and as I says, one person would give you eh, <..pause..> a bit margarine and some other body would give 
you sugar and it was dried egg and I made my own wedding cake and it had three tiers and eh, every 
other body gave me, <..pause..> all the girls in the office gave me. You know how when you're at a 
wedding you get a favour, well I had to write down whose favour and they all gave me favours, so it was 
all decorated with the favours and then I had to give them all back. (laughs) 

 

Q. What did you wear? 

A. I had a, oh the photo's up the stair there. I had em, <..pause..> a sort of green eh, woollen dress and a fur 
coat and a, <..pause..> you wore hats in thae days. I'll show you, it's up the stair. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. How old was your husband when you married? 

A. The two of us were the same age, 24. 

 

Q. What did you say your husband’s job was? 

A. He worked in Falkirk Foundry. He worked in the foundry. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs before or after that? 

A. Well, he worked in the foundry and then Ann would be about twelve when he went as a miner. He got 
fed up travelling to Falkirk, you know and he went as a miner. He was in the pits. 

 

Q. So you mentioned that you continued to work after you got married, how did your husband feel about 
you working? 

A. Well eh, <..pause..> now when we got married at first, we stayed here and I was still working and then I 
wasnae long, I fell pregnant and from the day and hour that I was pregnant, I was ill. I was a dying duck 
and I had never been ill in my life, y'know and eh, when I gave up work I went to stay with his mother at 
Falkirk, y'know at Carronshore. 

 

Q. So how did your husband feel about you working after you got married? 

A. Oh well, eh, <..pause..> that was just eh, <..pause..> he didnae mind that at all y'know when we were just 
married at first, he didnae mind that, but eh, once I gave it up that was it you know. 

 

Q. So you mentioned you had a child, was just one child the number of children that you wanted? 

A. Just, aye. 

 

Q. Did you know anything about birth control? 

A. Not a thing, no. 
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Q. So there was no birth control advice available in the area then? 

A. Well, nothing no, no. You never spoke about thae things you know. 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in child birth? 

A. No, no. Shattered. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you read any books about birth or infant care? 

A. Mmm, mmm, mmm. 

 

Q. Was your child born at home? 

A. No, Stirling Infirmary. Twenty-five days in and they were coming in. It was just after the war, y'know and 
there was a big thing of kids in that year and eh, <..pause..> they were coming in twenty-four hours a day, 
twenty-four hours and away and our Annie was there all that time. 

 

Q. How did you feed your baby? 

A. Eh, at first em, I was feeding her but I didnae keep well at all. I'd never been ill at all in my life ‘til I was 
pregnant and I was ill all the time, and then eh, I did and then they had to take her off and put her on the 
bottle, and then I was alright after that. 

 

Q. And if you needed advice, who did you ask? 

A. Your mother, cause your mother had had seven, you didnae need nurses in thae days. 

 

Q. How much did your husband have to do with the child? 

A. Oh he loved her, he loved every minute of it. 

 

Q. How did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 

A. Well at first you see, well we stayed with my mother and then I stayed with his mother and I mean they 
helped you all they could. They didnae have a lot of money but they didnae take rent nor nothing like 
that from you, they helped you all they could. Then we got a prefab and I used to laugh and I'd say 
when I was working in the office, I'd five pound a week for me. When I got married I had a man, a 
prefab, and a child to keep off my five pound, 'cause that's about all they had then in wages. 

 

Q. And so did you know what your husband earned? 

A. Oh aye, oh aye. 

 

Q. And how much of that would he give to you? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> he liked his pocket money, he liked his cigarettes you know, but I mean, I got, <..pause..> I 
always had enough to do me and I always ran the place. I was the banker, if you understand, <..pause..> 
of everything. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Oh well, I think really, <..pause..> your mother was there and if you needed anything you just came round 
to your mother and you werenae well off but if she had, you had, y'know. If you had it, she had it, you 
didnae, <..pause..> it was after they were away you realized you were on your own two feet. 

 

Q. If you were ill or confined to bed, how did you manage, did you get help from your mother or from 
relatives or neighbours? 

A. Oh your mother, your mother, <..pause..> if you took ill in the prefab and they could get you round here, 
you were just brought round here and she looked after everybody and then if she was ill, I would just 
shut up and come round here you know. 

 

Q. And what happened when your child was born, did someone do the washing for you and make meals? 

A. Oh I was ill for a long while after it aye, oh aye. 
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Q. Did your mother look after you? 

A. Aye, oh aye. 

 

Q. Where you lived, did all of the people have the same standard of living or would you say some were 
better off than you? 

A. Well it was yourself for it wasn't it, eh, because some people it's all one how much money they get, they 
would never be well off. I mean, if you had caring parents that seen to things and make something out 
of nothing sort of style. 

 

Q. Did you think of people belonging to different social groups or classes? 

A. Oh we didnae bother, we were quite happy the way we were. We just felt we had as much as any other 
body and you never bothered. 

 

Q. And in the village, who were considered the most important people? 

A. The doctor, the headmaster, the Minister, they were all looked, <..pause..> you looked up on these 
people. 

 

Q. Do you think of yourself as a member of a particular class? 

A. No, not really. I mean, <..pause..>  

 

Q. Like working class or middle class? 

A. No, I dinnae bother. I mean as long as I dinnae owe anybody any money I'm quite happy. (laughs) Get 
holidays and whatnot. 

 

Q. And was your home that you set up with your husband rented? 

A. Aha, it was a prefab. 

 

Q. And what do you remember of the landlord? 

A. Well it was the Council. It was Stirling Council y'see. 

 

Q. Did any local shops ever give you credit or 'tick'? 

A. You went to the store, <..pause..> I mean, that's where you dealed, in the store and you always had your 
share book. Well, if you had about £20 in your share book when you went on a Monday and you got 
your messages and then when you got your pay on a Friday you paid them. Well you never felt that you 
were owing anybody anything as long as you had that. That share was lying there to pay it if it was 
necessary, and if you worked it that way you knew you put so much out for your messages and so 
much for your societies and your rent. You knew how you were working, you knew what you were 
doing. 

 

Q. Were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. Never been in a pawn shop in my life. 

 

Q. Was your area that you lived in a friendly neighbourhood? 

A. Mm-hmm. I've been here since I was fourteen you know, in this house. 

 

Q. So do you have any memories of The Second World War? 

A. Oh aye, we were there aye. <..pause..> When it started at first, you'd be at your work and someone would 
come in and they'd be breaking their heart crying their brother was away or their dad was away or 
something like that. And you would all be crying for them you know. Really, it was terrible, but then you 
learned to live with it. And then it was a case of when the laddies came home, you had a wee party and 
a wee send off for them you know. It was just, <..pause..>  

 



 1339

Q. Do you remember rationing? 

A. Oh aye, oh aye. 

 

Q. And you were talking about the blackouts? 

A. Coupons and the blackout. You got ten coupons and eh, that was your , <..pause..> to work out your 
clothes and that. You had to, you know, <..pause..> make things, make do and mend. My mother used to 
take sheets and make all the pillow cases with it, you know, things like that, and she would knit. I used 
to have a knitted hat and scarf and gloves and a handbag. She'd knit them all you know, 

 

Q. Do you remember when peace was declared? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And V.E. Day celebrations? 

A. Mm-hmm, mm-hmm. I had met Jock then, we were winching and eh, if I say courting and you'll know 
better what I mean, (laughs) and eh, we went down to the school, down at Fallin School and we had a 
dance in the playground for the celebrations. 
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1919 Shirt Factory Worker; Mill Worker; Munitions Work in Second World War; 
Tailor’s Shop; Factory Office Work 

 
Interviewee Code Y2 
Interview Conducted 2nd October 1987 
Interviewer Karen Connal 
Transcribed by Karen Connal 
 

Q. Now I'll just start by asking you what year were you born? 

A. 1919. 

 

Q. And where were you born? 

A. In Fallin, the village of Fallin. 

 

Q. So how long have you lived here then? 

A. In Fallin? That's me sixty-eight years. 

 

Q. That's all your life? 

A. All my life, yes. 

 

Q. Do you have any particular memories of your grandparents at all? 

A. My grandma? 

 

Q. Do you have anything that you remember about her? What did she do? Do you know? 

A. Well grandma was a good age, you know, that she was about the house helping mum and that, and 
keeping us right and things, you know. 

 

Q. Did she live with you? 

A. Yes, she lived with us. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you have any brothers or sisters? 

A. Yes, I had three brothers and one sister. 

 

Q. And where were you? Were you eldest or youngest? 

A. I was the second youngest. 

 

Q. And what was your father's job? 

A. My father was a miner. 

 

Q. And did he have any other jobs or was he always a miner? 

A. No, just a miner. 

 

Q. And did your mother work before she got married? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you know what she did? 

A. Uh huh, in Service. 

 

Q. And was that in this area, the Fallin area or? <..pause..> 

A. Eh, no it was Glasgow way she was eh. <..pause..> Actually, it was a hospital she was in, you know. 
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Q. I n Glasgow? 

A. In Glasgow, yes. Uddingston, that's the nearest place. 

 

Q. So did she ever work after she got married? 

A. Did my mother? No, no. 

 

Q. Not at all? 

A. No, just a housewife. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Oh yes, yes. 

 

Q. What church was that? 

A. Fallin Church, Fallin Parish Church. 

 

Q. And was that both your mother and father? 

A. Well, most of the time my dad went but sometimes he was working you know, they worked sometimes 
on a Sunday then. 

 

Q. And did they ever take an interest in politics? 

A. Yes, my mother did. 

 

Q. Your mother did? 

A. Yes, my dad as well. 

 

Q. What party did they vote for? 

A. Labour. 

 

Q. Were they involved in any way, in? <..pause..> 

A. Well, my mother was on a committee a long time with the Labour Party, yes. 

 

Q. What about spare time? What would your parents do in their spare time, if they had any? 

A. See to the family and see to all their activities and that, you know, and in later years my mother ran 
concerts and things you know, for funds for the church and different organizations. 

 

Q. Any hobbies, any particular hobbies? 

A. My mother? 

 

Q. Or your father? 

A. Or my father. Em, <..pause..> daddy was a bowler, he was a bowler and my mother, well as I say was 
church work, you know, she done a lot with The Guild. 

 

Q. The Women's Guild? 

A. And what they called the 'Little White Ribboners'. That was another thing that she was very interested 
in. That was for; <..pause..> 

 

Q. What was it? <..pause..> 

A. 'Little White Ribboners' was against alcohol and swearing and things like that and most of the women of 
Fallin were in that because their family got with them as well. They were trained too, what it was all 
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about, more on the Christian side you know, and against drink and any vandalism or anything like that, 
you know. 

 

Q. Now, your first house that you can remember, probably the house that you were born in. Have you any 
memories about that? Can you describe it to me, how many rooms, the furniture, that sort of thing? 

A. Well, you had one room, a box room, there was a room and a kitchen and off the room was this box 
room where a bed went into if visitors came, and that was your sitting-room as well, your living-room, 
you see. But in the kitchen was two set-in beds, big beds, so the boys were in the one bed and the girls 
in the other and my mother and father were in the living-room. There was a bed in there, a sort of in-set 
bed, as well. 

 

Q. So did you ever get a bed to yourself or did you always have to share a bed? 

A. I'd always to share a bed. If any of our girlfriends came they went into the same bed. It would hold about 
six of us. (laughing) When you slept then, it was top and bottom, you could you know. <..pause..> 

 

Q. And what were the washing arrangements for your personal washing? How did you manage with that? 

A. Eh, well, <..pause..> do you mean when we got older like? <..pause..> 

 

Q. Or when you were little. Bath time? 

A. When we were little. Oh aye! That was washhouses we had down in the square, in the village, and 
that's where all the washings was done. Every neighbour had their set days of going down but 
sometimes the neighbour helped them for to get started away because they had to kindle a fire for this 
big boiler. Nearly everything was boiled then and then there was a big washing tub where they had the 
washing-board and washing, you know. And they had about a mile down to the washing green to go to 
and up to the latest at night that washing would be there and never a thing stolen. It was wonderful! And 
if it happened to rain, if you werenae there or didnae see the rain coming on, not one neighbour but 
maybe two neighbours down and gathered your washing into their basket and they just came up the 
stairs and emptied it into your mother's basket, you know. A lot of laundry done then because it was a 
lot of things starched then. 

 

Q. And what about bath time? What happened then? 

A. Well they got a good wash in the daddy's pit bath. That was a big aluminium bath, you know, a big tin 
bath rather. But your main bath was down in the washhouse. You went down to the washhouse and 
there was coats put round about the windows and there was hot water. When she'd finished her 
washing that water that she had from the washing, washed your stairs, done lots of jobs and then there 
was a fresh lot of water heated up. That is as the fire of the boiler was dying out, and that was for you 
getting bathed at night. 

 

Q. Is that right? 

A. Coats was round about the window, you know and bits of soft shawl and that to hide, <..pause..> but it 
didnae stop the boys and that from being up on the roof of it, trying to peep in. 

 

Q. Were they?! 

A. Aye. Oh, that was a constant thing you know. (laughing) 

 

Q. Did the girls do it when the boys were having a bath? 

A. The very same thing, yes! (laughing) 

 

Q. So, did your parents ever have any lodgers in the house, at all? 

A. Not that I know of no, no, didnae have any lodgers. They had enough of their own. (laughs) 

 

Q. And did your mother do all the housework herself? 

A. Yes, uh huh. 
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Q. Can you describe some of the chores she did? Well, you've told me about washday. What sort of things 
did she have to do? 

A. Well, they had a, it was a big range we had, a big stove/range you know, that was in the kitchen and 
that had all to be black-leaded and the chrome, if you had the chrome, all polished, you know. It was 
always done once in the week, the black leading - the full grate. It was cold and that was their job. And 
another thing they used to do was brasses, scrubbing the, <..pause..> it was bunkers. Everything was 
wood then. It had to be scrubbed clean, snow white. Eh, <..pause..> quite a lot of starching and ironing 
because you had what you called 'bed pawns' which was the big white curtain, <..pause..> you see, you 
could get underneath the beds - they were pretty high up. So your bath that your father washed his-self 
in and that was all kept under the beds. Well they had to have a, like a curtain of snow white and it was 
starched and ironed and put on, you know, tied through, laced through with a bit of string. So, these had 
to be kept nice, you know. 

 

Q. So what about mending the family's clothes, things like that, did she do the sewing and knitting, things 
like that as well? 

A. Well, later on, as we got older, my mother trained us from we were young you know, what to do and that 
and we did. And we made our rugs, our carpets; that was all done by cutting up old jumpers or anything 
like that you know and you got the bit canvas, the big square of canvas and that was, <..pause..> most 
nights you were sitting at that at night. If it got darker then anything you were in from playing and before 
you went to bed you had a wee time at the rugs making. <..pause..> All your rugs was nearly all made 
then, you know, all hand done. 

   

Q. So did you all have individual tasks to do in the house? You know, as you got that bit older were you 
told to do a certain thing and the boys had to do something else? 

A. Uh huh, well the boys, they had to clean the shoes and the boots. They had to be in a row all with the 
polish, <..pause..> you know and polishing and shining. And we had our hankies and the boys hankies to 
wash and get dried for the next morning for school. 

 

Q. So what was your father like in the house? Did he help your mother at all? 

A. Yes, he did. My dad, <..pause..> then you didnae get as much new shoes and that, in fact you very rarely 
got a pair of shoes. He did all the cobbling. He'd a cobblers’ last that the shoe was put onto and the 
basin with the hot water in it soaking the leather and folding it back and forward and that was you. It was 
your dad that cobbled all your shoes and your boots. 

 

Q. Would he look after you as children, to let your mother out? 

A. Yes, yes. Oh we had a good daddy, (laughing) we were very fortunate. 

 

Q. Now, after you left school, to jump on a bit at the moment, did you still have all those tasks to do when 
you were starting work? Did you still have to help in the house and do all those things? 

A. Yes. I forgot to tell you about when your father came home from the pit em, <..pause..> his dirty clothes 
were all put on the top of a pack sheet bag or in the bag and that had to be taken down the stair and 
you had to hit them off the wall to take the dirt off them, you know. And eh, <..pause..> that carried on up 
'til I was about eleven or twelve. You took, them out and at the end of the building there was just that 
one bit of wall that you used, you know, and the soapy water that they had done their washing, 
<..pause..> that's what washed down that bit of the wall. It was snow white too, you know. But you had to 
em, <..pause..> knock, all the, it was muck, you know, that was on from the bing like, from the coal mines 
and they were washed every two weeks I think, their clothes were washed. If not, it was every week 
their pit clothes were washed and they had another set to go back with, you know. 

 

Q. I see. So, did you ever have to do any cooking or anything like that when you were little? 

A. Well we watched our mum, we made the soup and we cleaned the vegetables and scraped the carrots 
and helped her you know for next day's soup. 

 

Q. What sort of meals did you have? What sort of things did you eat then? 

A. Well it was our soup and our mince and potatoes, turnip. When you came in from school at twelve 
o'clock, it was what they called 'saps'. That was made with bread and your raisins in it, if you were 
lucky, (laughs) and that was made with the milk. So you looked forward to that. And you got your 
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porridge first thing in the morning and your saps was at dinner time or a plate of soup. And when you 
came home from school your mother had all her work, <..pause..> and her pinny on. They had their work 
done early then, you know, and waiting on you coming back from school. 

 

Q. So where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. In Fallin. 

 

Q. in Fallin? 

A. Yes. There was a shop called Marshall’s. That was a grocer's shop right in the middle of the village off 
the main road, off the main street, you see. And then there was the Co-Operative, there was a butcher. 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. This was in Fallin? 

A. In Fallin, yes in Fallin. There was the butcher and the Co-Operative and the Co-Operative where you 
got all your messages and things out of. Very, very rarely did they go to town, it was just an occasion if 
they went to town, you know. 

 

Q. Would they get maybe your clothes or your shoes or that in town or would they get them at the Co-
Operative as well? 

A. Yes. Well, you could get your line from the Co-Operative to go into Stirling and get your clothes, you 
know. 

 

Q. So did your mother do the shopping herself or would your father ever go shopping with her at all? 

A. Yes, aye, dad went. He had to go for his pit boots and his moleskins, that's their trousers. That's what 
they called them, moleskins, sort of leather made you know. 

 

Q. Now, did you ever celebrate special occasions, birthday, Christmas, Easter, New Year, at all? 

A. Always Christmas and Easter. Mother liked Easter time, you know. We were all brought up about 
Easter, you know. 

 

Q. So what would Christmas day be like? Would that? <..pause..> 

A. A big dumpling had been made. Your mother had that all prepared the day before, you know. And it was 
a big dumpling and it was dried off at the side, at the fire, you know. And that was always a, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Would your father be on holiday? 

A. Eh. <..pause..> I think so, yes, I think probably. 

 

Q. So you had the big dumpling? 

A. We had the big dumpling and we had apples and oranges and nuts. That was a good thing, you know, it 
wasnae just for Halloween. That was a treat getting your fruit you know. 

 

Q. So would your parents play games with you and things like that? 

A. Oh yes. Yes. 

 

Q. And would the family all come? The rest of the family and friends and that, would they congregate on 
Christmas day? 

A. Yes, aye, and all your pals and that. We were lucky, we had a piano. My mother played the piano. And 
eh, <..pause..> she would have as many in, you know, all singing songs and that. She was musical, you 
know. 

 

Q. She was a real talented lady? 

A. Uh huh, uh huh, and she loved to see other children joining in with us, you know. 
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Q. So what did you do at Easter time? What was the celebration at Easter? 

A. Well it was your church, your service, going to church. And I always remember one Easter, I got a new 
velvet dress and I was frightened to go home after being to the church service because when I'd went 
down the stairs that em, <..pause..> I'd bent down to tie my shoe lace, it had come unwound you know, 
and I felt the thing hitting me on the back but I never realized what it was and when I'd went to go to 
Sunday School with my pal, she says, "Oh!" And here it had been a bird, <..pause..> on my dress! So we 
tried to get the mark and that out and by the time I got home it was double the size. (amused) I can 
always remember that. I'll never forget that you know. 

 

Q. So what did your mother say? 

A. You should have came right back up the stair and we could have got it off, <..pause..> right away! But me 
trying to hide it made it double the size. But however, she got it out alright. They had ways of doing 
things like that, you know. 

 

Q. So, how were you for books in the house? Were there a lot of books or was there a library nearby? 

A. Well, just your school books and at Christmas time that was one of the presents you got, was books. 

 

Q. Was there no library in the village at all? I suppose Stirling would be the nearest? 

A. Stirling was nearest. Any nearer, the Post Office, it was near the church. And you get your papers out of 
there and any books. Well it was magazines you know, like em, <..pause..> ‘The Girlfriend’ and these sort 
of things, you know. 

 

Q. Do you remember what newspapers your parents would get? 

A. Well, there was The Stirling Observer for one, definitely and I think it was The Daily Record, <..pause..> 
oh and The Sunday Express, I remember that. 

 

Q. Now, were you ever taken out visiting neighbours and friends and relations as an outing? Would that be 
a special outing, to go visiting? 

A. Oh yes, we had lots of outings. 

 

Q. Was that just around the village or did you go other places? 

A. We went other places. Then we got em. <..pause..> Well I remember one time there was a concert up at 
Cowie and that's the only time I remember it and it was a brake and a horse. Now when I say that, it 
was like a big carriage and the horse. And when it was half way up the 'Tibbies Brae' we had to jump 
out to put bricks at the wheels, it was beginning to slide back. So it's the only time I remember of the 
cart and horse, you know. And we all going up to Cowie for a concert. Probably my mother had 
organized it because she was a great one with the concerts and of course different church, visited 
different churches you know with their concerts. 

 

Q. Did you have outings through Sunday School? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes we had our trips, our Sunday School trips and that. We went to Alva, Dunblane, that 
was wonderful getting these. And then at Easter time we went down to the 'Smiddy'. That was about a 
mile down the road and we had picnics and everything down in that field, as well, you know. It was a bit 
of a hill and that's where you rolled your eggs. There was a nice wee stream coming from the Forth and 
that's where we got our water and that and kept our milk at the pool, to keep it nice and cool, you know. 

 

Q. And would you have chocolate eggs to roll at Easter time? 

A. No, no. Boiled eggs and coloured. 

 

Q. And would [you] paint them, or would your mother decorate them for you? 

A. Uh huh, your mother done them for you. In these days there was quite a lot of dying of things. You dyed 
things, you know. If you had a carpet, I'm talking about later on right enough, you had a carpet and it 
was getting a bit shabby, you got the dyes and a hand-brush and you did that all over with the dye and 
you had a lovely carpet. 
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Q. And did you just buy dyes? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Or did you have things that you would use? 

A. No, you bought the dyes. And then there was the 'Dolly Blue' when it was doing the washings, the 'Dolly 
Blue' brought up lovely, you know, sparkling white. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So, did you have any holidays or was it just day trips that you ever had? 

A. I remember once we had a holiday and it was Saltcoats we went to and it was a big tent. Any holidays 
you had then it was nearly all tents you went with, you know. A big tent. 

 

Q. Was that the whole family? 

A. The whole family and maybe friends, maybe our pals. Oh we were a great family for all our friends and 
pals and that. My mother loved to have other children, you know, as well as ourselves. 

 

Q. Now, when you were little, did you ever get taken to a wedding? Can you remember? 

A. Yes, I do. 

 

Q. A wedding, an occasion? 

A. Yes, I do and it was in, the hall was in Stirling, it was away up at the Castle. What was it they called it 
again? It had a name, <..pause..> that hall too, <..pause..> eh, it was winding stairs down into it anyway, I 
remember that. The Palace! The Palace, that was the name of it. And red velvet seats, always 
remember these red velvet seats right round the hall. Uh huh. 

 

Q. So did you all get to go, eh, <..pause..> your brothers and sister? 

A. If the mother and father was married to the family, very rarely you went, your mother and father went on 
their own, you know. It was always the family that went. 

 

Q. Now, Sundays. Can you tell me how you spent a typical Sunday? 

A. Went to, if mother was at the church or that we had to go to church with her. 

 

Q. Was that in the morning? 

A. In the morning, yes. And when we came home then it was the preparing of the dinner but mother was 
preparing the dinner, we had to go to Sunday School, another Sunday School. And in Fallin it was what 
they called the 'Blocks'; it was what they called the Big Square and in that square there was a, one big 
light which was generated from the pit and that's where the wee organ sat. So your Sunday School was 
there. open air Sunday School. 

 

Q. Was it? 

A. Uh huh. And if it was raining there was a hut built by a Mr. Marshall, a big long hut between the Blocks 
and the cottages and you used to have your meetings in there. 

 

Q. I see. That's marvelous. 

A. Aye. And if the lights went out at the generating, <..pause..> that was you left in the dark! And these lights 
were on every night. You could go out at night and play. Just something like the lights at Annfield, you 
know. But it was one big light and that was in every Block and that's where you played at night. Your 
mother could see out the window and see you all playing. But we had a lot of services in the square. 
The mothers and fathers went too, often. Even at night we had services. 

 

Q. So what would you do sort of afternoon then? Would that be your time? Could you play just as you 
pleased then, after Sunday School? 

A. It was more just with the family, you know and maybe your aunt coming to see you on a Sunday. There 
werenae any games or anything. You did your reading and you know, things like that, and your sewing. 
We were all taught to sew, you know, embroidery. 
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Q. So religion was quite important to you when you were a child then? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Now, who did you play with when you were little? Would it just be your brothers and sisters or just 
everybody, the kids in the street? 

A. No, all the kids in the street. We all played, aye. 

 

Q. And your parents didn't mind who you played with, they never said you couldn't play with a certain 
child? 

A. No, em, <..pause..> in these days, I'm not saying it's like this, well it's not any different today but you had 
neighbours and friends and real friends then, you know, and eh, <..pause..> you all played together. And if 
one mother was calling out for you to come up, the rest were all ready to go up too. You could hear all 
the mothers all calling, "Right! It's time you were up to get washed" or "Get to bed", you know. 

 

Q. Right. What kind of games did you play? Indoor or outdoor? Can you remember some? 

A. Both inside and outside it was em, <..pause..> what do you cry it? Dominoes. We played quite a lot of 
that. Em, <..pause..> guessing, <..pause..> 

 

Q. I Spy? 

A. I Spy, guessing. And you'd Hide and Seek and it was always about the same places that you hid in. And 
we had sideboards then just like, you know the sideboards now and it's not the first time I went in the, 
the bottom bit of the sideboard and hid. And I remember one time, my brother who was only a wee, 
<..pause..> the youngest boy, and I hung him up aback; you always had pegs at the back of the door for 
your coats and that and I hung him with his wee galasses up on the door! And he couldnae be found! 
(laughing) 

 

Q. Was he not yelling? 

A. Every time we opened the door, that's what gave him away when he started laughing. But they 
couldnae get him at all. Every time they opened the door, and then you always shut your doors then 
too, you know. They couldnae get Jimmy! (laughs) 

 

Q. He was quite happy stuck up there! 

A. Oh aye, we had good fun. And then in the Blocks and that, as you were coming along from the school, 
you were saying, there was a game of Rounders and that was the bat and the ball and running to the, 
you know, but 1,2,3,4, maybe and then into the den and that was you home, you know. Eh, <..pause..> 
and when I was young I was a great one for my Gird. You used to run down to the mile with your Gird 
and back up again. That's a Cleek. You understand that? It was a, <..pause..> oh everybody had a Gird. 
Everybody had a Gird, aye. 

 

Q. Would your father make them for you at all? <..pause..> 

A. Uh huh, yes. 

 

Q. Or did you buy them? 

A. No, it was made at the Smiddy or at the pit, you got your Girds made. The Cleek was onto it you see, so 
that Cleek never came off but em. <..pause..> Oh, we had good fun with our Girds and the Rounders and 
your mother and father often came down and joined in the games with the Rounders. Most of the time 
there was a mother or a father there. They sort of, <..pause..> made sure there wasnae any cheating with 
the marks you got, you know. And then Bools, we played at Bools. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Marbles? 

A. Glass marbles, aye, played at that. And then your wee 'houses'. You had wee houses. We had a gun 
powder place, I think it belonged to the pit, and em, <..pause..> that was our wee house. And you went 
down and you scrubbed that. You never seen, <..pause..> there were three steps up to it and as one left, 
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that was all nicely washed and everything and when you went over you played at it and you scrubbed 
all that then. That was your wee house, you know, and it was scrubbed snow white, the steps. 

 

Q. So did the boys and girls play together, really? 

A. Aye, well we had a wood quite near us and we used to jump the burns, you know, that was a great 
game as well, jumping the burns and swinging on the tree getting the bit rope. And that rope was never 
taken down. I don't know, <..pause..> we didnae seem to fight or anything then. We all seemed to get on, 
you know. 

 

Q. Skipping? Did you skip? 

A. Oh aye, Skipping Ropes oh aye, and your Peever. That was with the box - your empty shoe box filled 
with dirt and that was your Peever. You played at Peever. 

 

Q. So what about you yourself, did you have any hobbies in particular? Did you collect anything or did you 
have a bike or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes, uh huh. 

 

Q. <..pause..> Gardening maybe, no? 

A. No, we had a Scooter. That went right through the family, that Scooter. We went with that and then the 
bike. It was my brother's bike but we used to put our, you know where the bar is? Well, our leg went 
through there and you could pedal away, you know. (laughing) 

 

Q. (laughing) I see. Did you have any pets? 

A. <..pause..> A dog, yes, aye, Nellie. Called her Nellie and people wouldn't believe it but she really did; my 
mother would say good night to her and she would put up her paw as if she was waving good night to 
her, you know! (laughs) She was a lovely wee dog. 

 

Q. Were you in any Youth Organizations like the Brownies or the Guides? Was there anything like that for 
you? 

A. Yes, I was in the Brownies, I was in the Rangers. I was in the Guides and then the Rangers which was 
for; the Brownies you went in, you were older then into the Guides then from the Guides into the 
Rangers and you were a young woman by that time when you were in the Rangers. You were coming 
up working age, you know. 

 

Q. And what sort of things did you do then? Say, start off with your Brownie meetings, what did you do? 

A. Brown Owl and, I remember going round about in a big circle singing the Brown Owl songs and em, 
<..pause..> what else did we do? I don't know. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you sit badges and things? 

A. Yes. Exams, really we did. Exams and that for the Brownies. 

 

Q. When you got to the Rangers, what did you do in the Rangers? 

A. You just obeyed everything! And when the Queen was played you stood with your finger, your three 
fingers up, every time you heard the Queen! Many a time my mother caught my sister and I standing if 
the Queen was getting played, you know, on the wireless. <..pause..> But, 

 

Q. Right, now. What about the pictures? <..pause..> 

A. We went rambles too, with the Rangers. Away rambles and that and over to the Ochils. We were taken 
over there and up rambling over the Ochils. 

 

Q. Would that be a day or a weekend or something like that? 

A. Usually on a Saturday it was, a Friday, no it was always a Saturday I think, aye, Saturday. And then I 
forgot to tell you a great game of ours was, when we were young. Going up the pit bing, putting grease 
on a shovel, the back of a shovel and sliding from the top to the bottom. We had great times with that. 
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Q. You must have been some colour at the end of it! (laughing) 

A. (laughing) You were always black then. That's why you had to be bathed every night, you know. And a 
good bath in the washing-house then. Oh aye, sometimes it was, it would be twice in the week anyway. 

 

Q. So did your mother never bother when you got so dirty? Was it just accepted that was part of your play? 

A. It was part, yes, it was part of your life. And then when you were young and that you used to have to go 
over and get to the gum pond. That was down from the pit, and cut out squares of gum and that was put 
on the fire. And then we had the peat from the wood, we used to gather it and you used to gather coal 
from the bing, you know, to keep you going in the coal and the gum and that you know. 

 

Q. So were you told to do that or did you just do it? 

A. Everybody did it, hen. Everybody done it. 

 

Q. What about, was there any place you could see the pictures about Fallin or was? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, uh huh, there was a Fallin Welfare, the Miners’ Welfare and there were pictures there. You sat on 
the long wooden benches, you know, to see the pictures. There was Roy Rogers and all these pictures, 
you know, it was wonderful. 

 

Q. So was that just once a week maybe, they would screen something? 

A. Uh huh. And then it was a great thing if your mum and dad took you on a Saturday to the pictures in 
Stirling. That was The Kinema you went to, in the Craigs. And if the picture broke down - there was a 
wee man and he had a good high stool showing the pictures, and if the picture broke down you knew it 
was wee Jackie had fell off his stool! Wee Jackie McColl! Oh dear aye! (laughing) Aye, that's it, that's 
true hen. 

 

Q. And what about pocket money, did you get any pocket money as a regular thing or was it just if you 
were going somewhere special? 

A. Well, you could go messages for people, you know, and then you got a biscuit or a ha'penny and that 
was a great thing. And you had, it was jelly jars you went for to get sweeties and that. You got sweeties 
with jelly jars. 

 

Q. I see. Just got them loose? 

A. Uh huh, that was even up 'til I was em, <..pause..> twelve, you got your jelly jars, took them to the Co-
Operative and you got sweeties for that, you know. 

 

Q. So, if you got a penny or a ha'penny from doing a message, were you allowed to keep that and spend it 
yourself? 

A. Oh yes, yes, uh huh. 

 

Q. Right, school. Now, before you started school did your parents teach you to write your name or any 
lessons at all before you went to school? 

A. Well they just kept you right in everything and explained things to you, you know. They not only was 
your mother or your dad, they were your pal too, you know you were close, close family, at least we 
were a close family, very close. 

 

Q. So what age were you when you went to school then? 

A. Five. 

 

Q. And what school was that? 

A. Fallin. Fallin Primary, Fallin School. 

 

Q. So what did you think of school? 

A. It was all right, I liked my school. 
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Q. And what were the teachers like then, were they quite strict? 

A. Oh, our Primary teacher, she was lovely, a Mrs. MacDonald. And she went right through, I think, Fallin 
'til she retired, you know, she was wonderful. I can mind most of their names, the teachers, you know. 
Eh, <..pause..> Miss Taylor, she was lovely, wee 'Beekie', she wasnae so nice! (laughing) Wee 'Beekie 
Russell', we called her. 

 

Q. Did you have any punishments in those days? 

A. Yes, yes if you did anything that wasnae right or if you were late for school, you got the strap. 

 

Q. You got the strap for being late? 

A. You got the strap for being late, from your teacher. And if you were really, <..pause..> anything bad or 
that, your teacher reported you to the Headmaster. There was a Headmaster's room and there were 
always, as you came out the Headmaster's room, there were always somebody ready to go in. So I 
mean there was quite a lot of things that we did, maybe not learning our lessons or eh, <..pause..> maybe 
been seen tripping somebody up or up on the wall. We were always getting, complaining about us being 
up on the wall, jumping up on the walls, you know. That, <..pause..> or trying to ring the bell, school bell. 

 

Q. What sort of subjects did you get then? 

A. Well, we had our prayers when we went in, first thing in the morning. And eh, <..pause..> then it was 
Arithmetic, I think. That Arithmetic would last very near in the morning 'til twelve 'til you were coming 
home from school. Then you had to go back, it was History and you had your Sewing classes. What 
else now? <..pause..> And then you had your singing in the big school hall, you know. You had always the 
classes meeting all in the school hall for singing, you know. Or someone coming lecturing you. 

 

Q. Uh huh, and did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. The very same, uh huh. We were, in Fallin we went in and then about half an hour after it, them that 
was Catholics came in after we'd had our prayers and that, you know. 

 

Q. I see. So would they start school half an hour later? 

A. Yes, aye, aye. Say quarter an hour to be sure, anyway, you know. 

 

Q. And would they get prayers for themselves at some other time. Would they stay half an hour later or 
something? How did it work with? <..pause..> 

A. Well you see they went to their church on a Sunday, you know and I think that would last there to the 
next Sunday they went really. Unless the Father had been down visiting the family, you know. 

 

Q. So what, would you start at nine then? 

A. Uh huh, yes. And they were quarter past nine, say that to be sure, you know. And we had to stand in 
the playground. The school bell went and you all stood in your lines for your classes and your teacher 
came out and she stood at the head of the line and your school master went from line to line; you'd hold 
out your hands, turn them and he looked at your shoes. If your hands were dirty, your shoes dirty, you 
got sent home to get them cleaned, and when you came back in you got the belt. 

 

Q. Dearie me. So was that left up to yourself to make sure that your hands and your shoes were clean? 
<..pause..> 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. <..pause..> Or would your mum sort of check you before you went out or something? <..pause..> 

A. No, I think it was, you knew you had to have clean shoes, polished shoes and that your hands had to be 
clean but maybe if you left kind of early in the morning from your house, you'd maybe be playing at 
something where your hands were filthy, you know, And if you were sent from your class to get your 
hands washed. It was a good bit along the corridor; it was all about, oh I'd say about a dozen sinks, you 
know. And in the morning when we went to the school, there was what they called a cloakroom. All your 
coats were all hung on pegs, you know. 
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Q. So did your parents never object to you getting belted or did any of the parents object to the belt? 

A. No, no, they said you needed it. They never complained eh, <..pause..> unless there was maybe your arm 
had got hit with the strap. Then they did complain, you know. You'd sometimes to cross your hands, like 
that, to get the strap. 

 

Q. So what did you do at playtimes then? 

A. You played at Peever. 

 

Q. Just played in the playground? 

A. In the playground, aye, yes. 

 

Q. You weren't allowed out of the school at all? 

A. No, no, no. 

 

Q. I see. Right so how old were you when you? <..pause..> 

A. Aye, we did. We went home from school at twelve o'clock. 

 

Q. But that wasn't playtime? 

A. No it wasn't playtime, that's right, you're right enough. There was a play break before that. You're right 
enough, yes. 

 

Q. So what age did you leave that school then? 

A. Fourteen. 

 

Q. Oh did that take you onto a sort of Higher class? 

A. Oh yes, uh huh. You started from your Primary, into class 2,3,4,5,6,7, 8 was the last class. And that was 
the Qualification Class. That's where if you really were clever and passed your exams and that, you 
went up to The High School, in Stirling. 

 

Q. Did you sit the Qualifying exams? 

A. Everybody had to sit it and if you failed, well, that was it. But if you passed, there was a future for you, 
going higher in the Stirling School, you know. Many, many an educated person has come out of Fallin, 
regards doctors, Ministers, priests, <..pause..> you know. 

 

Q. So did you not want to go onto The High School? 

A. No it was a case of, if your mother was ambitious or your dad was ambitious that you go ahead for a 
Higher Education but usually when it come fourteen it was time for you to go to work, you see. 

 

Q. Do you ever feel you missed out, would you have liked to have gone on if you'd had the opportunity? 

A. No, no, I was quite willing to go out to work. I was looking forward to it, you know, getting a job. 

 

Q. So did you leave school then at fourteen to go straight into a job or did you not have a job when you 
left? 

A. You left on the Friday and you were at a job on the Monday. (laughs) Because your mother and you 
maybe got off at about four o'clock you could go and maybe see if you could get started in the mills or 
whatever jobs were going about, you know. 

 

Q. So before you started full-time work, did you have any part-time jobs when you were at school or would 
it just be running errands for people? 

A. Just running errands, that was all, uh huh. 
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Q. So what was your full-time job then? 

A. In a shirt factory down the Riverside. 

 

Q. Can you describe then, a typical working day for me? 

A. Well, that was after I was learned it all and that, you know. I started as a cutter and that was a case of; 
like a big long table put up on edge, you know, standing up and there were pins out from it and your 
cloth - you went back and forward and that and that table turned up flat and they had the big cutter that 
cut out the shirts. And then, that was one job and if you were forward in your work, you helped the 
sewing or the starching of the collars. You know, you never was sitting without a job. If your own job, 
<..pause..> and you were forward in your work, you went onto another job to help them, you know. Or say 
maybe they were far back in the sewing, they would put off the cutting machine and go, you went to the 
sewing. You had to be able to really turn your hand over at anything in the factory. 

 

Q. And how did you learn the work? Did somebody always show you? 

A. Oh yes, uh huh. You were trained for the job. Because I was trained with this big cutter, you know. I was 
a wee bit frightened at first when I seen it but when I seen it getting worked and that, it was alright. It 
was a case of, just like a chalk mark, you followed that pattern, you know, with the big cutter. And that 
was, <..pause..> oh we'll say maybe two dozen shirts at a time were cut out or a dozen anyway were cut 
out and that went to the machines then and they were sewed up. And then there was the button 
machine and the buttonhole machine. That was right down at the Abbey, you know, down to the Forth, 
down at Riverside, that factory was. 

 

Q. So that would be in 1933, would it? 

A. Aye, it must have been. I'd wee bits, aye, here it's here. Arbuckle was the name of the man that, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Arbuckle? 

A. Arbuckle, yes. 

 

Q. Was that the name of the factory as well? Arbuckle Factory? 

A. Aye, Arbuckle Shirt Factory, Shirt Factory, it was called. They'll be a lot of things here likely, I just jotted 
down that. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So, did you get that job, how did you learn of that job, how did you know about it? Did your mother just 
go with you? <..pause..> 

A. Mother heard there was vacancies in the Shirt Factory. And my wages were six and five pence for the 
Shirt Factory. And that was; you got your bus fare into Stirling which was four pence a return, I think it 
was one and seven for a weekly if I remember right, it was one and seven a weekly and that took you. 
<..pause..> Your weekly tickets were always a bit cheaper for the sake of workers, you know, and that 
took you to your work. But you'd to walk from the Craigs right down the Riverside. The market and 
everything was all there then. Down by The Regal, where The Regal used to be and that you know, you 
went to the Shirt Factory. 

 

Q. What hours did you do? 

A. Eight in the morning 'til five or six, <..pause..> no it would be five at night I think, eight 'til five. 

 

Q. And what days would that be? 

A. From a Monday to a Friday. 

 

Q. Did you get the weekend off then? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> no I think we worked on a Saturday morning, if I remember right. Aye, 'til twelve o'clock, 
we worked on a Saturday. But a Saturday was more for cleaning machines and sweeping floors and 
doing things, you know, extra jobs. 

 

Q. So did you get any breaks for meals or a mid-morning or mid-afternoon break? 
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A. Twelve o'clock was our break then, when you worked. 

 

Q. Was that your lunch hour? 

A. That was our lunch hour, aye. 

 

Q. So did you just get that one hour for lunch? 

A. Yes, aye. <..pause..> 

 

Q. You didn't get any breaks? <..pause..> 

A. No, not that I remember. If you did, it was a biscuit and you just eat it sort of on the quiet, you know. Or 
if it was a cup of tea, it was the steam water from pipes that het the place up, the steam dripping down. 
We used to put cans underneath it and gather the, <..pause..> you took your tea bag, you know. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Is that right? 

A. Uh huh, and that tea bag did as many. It wasnae just you, that tea bag did a lot of us, you know. 

 

Q. So was it a set wage or was it piece-work? 

A. No, a set wage, uh huh. 

 

Q. What did you feel about your wage or didn't you think about it much? Did you feel it was fair or? 
<.pause..> 

A. Well, it wasnae enough actually because it got you your bus fare and I always remember I got a 
digestive chocolate biscuit on a Friday and that was my wages. So you didnae gain by it, you were just, 
<..pause..> you were working, that was it. 

 

Q. Did you not have anything left at all? 

A. Nothing I can remember dear, eh. <..pause..> 

 

Q. I see. <..pause..> 

A. If it was it was very little that was left. Because I left there then to go to Templeton's where we got a 
bigger wage, you know. 

 

Q. So were there any men at this factory in Riverside at all? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes, yes. <..pause..> 

 

Q. <..pause..> Or was it all women? 

A. <..pause..> There was the men that came in with the lorries and that, you know and horse and carts and 
that. 

 

Q. The factory, the Shirt Factory, were you allowed to talk or relax at all when you were working? You 
know, would they let you talk amongst yourselves? 

A. They could talk over to anybody and that but you couldnae spend, maybe a conversation or that - they 
came and put you to your job, you know. 

 

Q. Did you sing at all when you were working? Would that be a? <..pause..> 

A. Aye, we did, aye we sung. 

 

Q. And they didn't mind that? 

A. They didn't mind that, no, no. Singing. 

 

Q. Was there a Work’s Club with the factory or you know? <..pause..> 

A. No, definitely no. 
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Q. No entertainments connected with it? 

A. No, not really, no. 

 

Q. What about if one of the workers left was there a presentation, would you buy them something or? 
<..pause..> 

A. No, unless you wanted to give them a wee gift yourself, you know. And then you see, the likes; I was on 
the cutting machine, well if the girl above me or the head one had moved, the two girls that was with 
her, they gave her a present. But that was the only time. 

 

Q. So if any of the workers were off sick or bereaved or something like that, would your employer visit you 
at home and you know? <..pause..> 

A. Not really, no. 

 

Q. <..pause..> Give his condolences or anything? 

A. No, not really. When you went back, he would speak to you and say he was sorry, you know. 

 

Q. So how did you feel about your employer? Was he quite fair or she, was it a he or a she? 

A. It was a man and there was the forewoman of course, woman that looked after us all; seen us started in 
the work and everything, you know. He was very fair. We were always pleased with our boss. 

 

Q. Would there be a Trade Union then? 

A. No, definitely no. 

 

Q. So how long were you with the Shirt Factory then? 

A. Well, say two years, two years I think. Because the wages were poor there, you know, very poor. 

 

Q. Did they not go up at all in the two years you were there? 

A. No, that was, no that was you. That's why most of us left because you started in the mill with a small 
starting wage but then it went up after you were a month there or two months there. And then it went up 
again, you know, up 'til you were twenty-one and then bonuses and things started, you know. 

 

Q. So how did you get the job in the mill then? You went straight to the mill from the factory in Riverside? 
Cambusbarron Mill? 

A. Stirling Rockvale Mill, uh huh. You went to the, <..pause..> by the big gates and the man asked you where 
you were going to, you were going to the office to see about a job. You went and you seen this Miss 
Hepworth. I can always remember her. That was actually Hepworth's the Jewellers, his daughter and 
she was there for years and years in Templeton's place. And they told you you'd to start on the Monday. 
So you came in with some of the girls already from Fallin. They showed you what to do and you 
stamped your ticket first and then you stood in the corridor 'til the boss come and got you and then you 
were shown your job. What you were to do, you know. My first job was carrying bobbins. The empty 
bobbins of the wool which is a blessing to me today because I can go out and lift my clogs and carry 
them the same way! A big pile of them, you know, you just! <..pause..> (laughing) It's never went away 
from me, the carrying. And when, it brings it back to me when I go out for my clogs, you know, putting it 
on my arm it brings back the mill to me! 

 

Q. So what was your wage there then? Was it a good bit better? 

A. I think It was eh, <..pause..> eleven and seven pence I think it was to start with. But you were only about a 
fortnight or a month, the latest a month when it went up then, your wages went up, you know. And they 
gradually went up. Depend what kind of worker you were, you know, you'd get a surprise when you 
looked at your wage packet. They must have been pleased with you, you know. 

 

Q. But it was a set wage? 

A. It was a set wage but you could get a bonus if you were a good worker. 
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Q. Mmm. Now how did they figure out you were a good worker? By what you produced or by how fast you 
worked? 

A. You kept your different places all with bobbins, different kinds of bobbins, whatever wool was coming off 
and the woman that was at the spinners, the big spindles, they would say, we have a good bobbin 
carrier. When the boss went round, he would ask, “Well how's things going?” and, “You quite pleased 
with your new girl?” “Oh aye, she's great. I never need to go and look for her to hurry up and get 
bobbins”, you know. So that they influenced them an awful lot by giving you a raise in your wages too. 

 

Q. So it was worth your while to be a sort of hard, quick, worker? 

A. That's right, aye. See that they were never without their bobbins, or see that their places was always 
swept clean and that, you know. If you werenae at one thing, you were doing another, you know, but all 
for the one part that you were working at. 

 

Q. I see, so what were your hours there? 

A. You started from eight 'til six. 

 

Q. An hour longer? 

A. Aye, uh huh. Again we had a tea break about ten o'clock and that was also the steamed water from the 
pipes that went into 'Billy cans' and that was your; you always took your piece with you, you know and 
you had your break then and then you'd your twelve o'clock break, dinnertime, or half past twelve I think 
it was and that was your dinner hour. We'd hurry up and get our piece. They had a wee canteen which 
was just like a room and a big urn with hot water and you filled up your mugs with your tea bag or it was 
loose tea then dear, and you put your loose tea in and filled up with the water and then you had a tea 
strainer if you wanted to use it. I always used it for I hated the tea leaves, you know, so I run it slow so 
that it was masking the tea as it was going through the tea strainer and then went up the town then, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Oh you went out as well? 

A. You went up, aye, we were at the foot of the Craigs, you see, Templeton's was at the foot of the Craigs 
and we went up the Craigs and the first wee shop we came to was eh. <..pause..> I forget the name of it, 
<..pause..> it was an old man and old woman that was there anyway, just at George Street and we'd go 
up to Woolworth’s and we would buy; of course that was on our pay day I'm thinking about, and we 
would buy a pair of knickers or a pair of stockings. There was always something you managed to get off 
your wages. Your mother had told you, “You'll buy that” you know. 

 

Q. And then did you give the rest to your mother? 

A. Your mother, aye, yes. Maybe come down, on our way down, running all the way because the Work’s 
hooter had went and you were running down to get in time for checking in because if you were a minute 
or two minutes after that, that was you quartered. Meaning you were a quarter of, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Quarter of an hour off your wages? <..pause..> 

A. <..pause..> Your wages, aye. So and there was a wee sweetie shop, Miller’s, that was the actual bakery, 
the Millers, that was their shop there and we got our sweeties there and the woman liked me very much 
so I got the crumbs of the coconut bars. Always got a poke of the crumbs. 

 

Q. That's smashing. So what was, was it Miss Hepworth that was your direct boss, as such? 

A. No, our manager was eh, <..pause..> Mr. Dickson, Mr. Dickson. 

 

Q. And what was he like? 

A. Oh, he was a good manager, oh yes, a good manager. And our office boy was eh. <..pause..> Oh what 
was his name again, <..pause..> and he started as an office boy and he finished off as the manager! 

 

Q. Very good. It was possible to work your way up then? 

A. Well, he did in the office. He worked his way up. Eh, <..pause..> Mr. Dickson was our manager. <..pause..> 
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Q. Would their be a Trade Union in Templeton's? 

A. No, definitely not. 

 

Q. Was that discouraged, was it? 

A. It was really discouraged. In no way would they have anything to do with unions. 

 

Q. No activities or that? 

A. Uh huh, yes. 

 

Q. So what about a Works’ Club there? Was there a Work’s Club? 

A. There was the choir. A miniature of the Orpheus Choir, Rockvale Choir they called it. And we had our 
choir master. Our Mr. Dickson and his wife was very interested in it. And we went away and we 
broadcast from Glasgow. That was a wonderful thing! Broadcasting. We had to wait 'til the red light went 
on, and then the yellow light and then the red light and that was you on the air. 

 

Q. What was this for, just because you were good singers or? <..pause..> 

A. Well, you know what like the, I don't know if you've heard of the Orpheus Choir in Glasgow or not? 

 

Q. Uh huh. 

A. Well, em, <..pause..> Mr. Dickson, he had went to quite a lot of their concerts and that. Beautiful singing, it 
was all in harmony, you know, so he thought about getting a choir up in the Mill. So we got the Rockvale 
Choir and eh, <..pause..> they wanted to, they'd heard quite a lot of it by this time because we used to go 
to The Regal, The Regal Cinema, and we used to have a concert there and The Rockvale Choir was 
invited to it and then the next thing was we had to do a recording for the wireless, you know, or 
whatever it is. And we broadcast and oh, that was a wonderful night for us all. Your mother and your 
father was all sitting listening to the wireless to hear you singing, you know. Oh, we were quite famous! 
Mr. Wyngate was our choir master and he had the Wyngate, the Stationery, along the town, Mr. 
Wyngate. Oh he was very nice. And we went to Larbert, to the church there, and sang in the church 
there. Different places we went to, our choir, you know. We had our robes, blue robes done with the 
white, you know. The Rockvale Choir, it was a wonderful thing. 

 

Q. So was it Rockvale before it was Templeton's? Was it? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. <..pause..> The name was changed then? 

A. Uh huh. Rockvale Choir. 

 

Q. Right, how long were you with Templeton's then? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> now, now. Well count from sixteen year old 'til 19, <..pause..> 40. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Five years? 

A. Five years was that? Seemed longer than that? '42 anyway, because that's when I had an operation. 
Was '42. 

 

Q. That would be seven years then? 

A. Aye, seven years, aye. 

 

Q. So, you were a bobbin carrier? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did you go up the ladder, at all? 
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A. Worked my way, yes. Worked my way up to the big bobbins and then outside. What they called outside 
where the wool blew right through the big pipes and went outside. And out there you'd to stamp in wool 
that was blowing down in different - like a room, you know, and there were different kinds of wool 
coming in you see. And it blew through this pipe, dirt and everything. It was an awful dirty job. Finally we 
wore masks. <..pause..> 

 

Q. I was going to say, did you have masks? 

A. At first we didn't. It was just the latter end of the time that we got masks and director [directoire] 
knickers, that was to push our dresses and things into, you know. 

 

Q. I see. 

A. Aye, director knickers. And you stripped. Once that was all in your head was hitting off the beams but 
you must get that batch, it's what they called batch, of wool in. And maybe the girls that were on before 
you or that just sort of lay about, <..pause..> they didnae tramp in properly so you were left maybe with 
the last of the batch and it must get in, that full batch had to get in. No matter where you put the wool, 
as long as you got it into corners, sides, anything but that batch, <..pause..> and once that was finished 
that was it. They went, what they called up these, they went up these stairs and that was upstairs and it 
blew down through like holes. And we used to, could jump from there right down to the floor. It was 
some drop, you know, but if there was wool there like, you just jumped down on it, you know. And then 
you would be at the edge shouting out, what's the war cry? “This was the time” <..pause..> (laughing). 
Och there were lots of things, you know, that, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So what made you leave there then? 

A. Well, I wasn't well. Actually it was through the Mill. I'd taken a heavy lift which brought down a wee valve 
and that's why I'm saying they didnae believe in unions or anything then. By rights, I should have been, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. <..pause..> Should have claimed compensation? 

A. <..pause..> Compensated, uh huh, aye. 

 

Q. So did you get any help from them at all when you left? 

A. No, just that they were sorry 'cause I was a good worker and that, you know and a cheery girl and was 
in all the fun and that with the girls. Was well liked, you know. 

 

Q. But there was no offer of any sort of assistance at all? 

A. No, none whatever, just a letter saying they were sorry and that they recommended, once I was well 
again, they would recommend me any place or to come back to Templeton's, which they would rather I 
had if I came back. If they'd a good worker, they wanted to hold onto them, you know. They put you 
onto a lighter job until you were really fit again, you know. 

 

Q. So how long were you ill for then? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> a year and the operation was in the second year then. Uh huh. 

 

Q. And were you completely flat out, could you not do much at all? 

A. Yes, I could go about. It was actually a wee valve that I'd brought down as regards menstruating, you 
know. And they tried every way to save me with injections, progesterone injections and different things 
at the Infirmary. 

 

Q. Were you kept in or did you just visit? 

A. No I just went. I had to go to them and they tried everything 'til finally they had to have me in and have a 
big operation, everything away, you know. <..pause..> 

 

Q. And were you better then? 

A. Oh yes, aye but that was me finished, you see. I was the youngest woman in Stirling for me to have that 
operation done. 
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Q. Is that right? What? <..pause..> 

A. I was only twenty. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Would that be '40, <..pause..> 1944 maybe 

A. '42 was it not, '43. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Oh you had your operation in 1942. Uh huh. 

A. Aye, that's right, aye, 'cause I always remember that. 

 

Q. So what did you do then? Did you go back to work? 

A. Well, by that time as the war was going on and everything, you know, I got a job then in the Throsk, 
Throsk Depot and I was in the Tailor's Shop down there. Started away with the ammunitions, away 
down in the shop. Away down with the ammunitions and then they wanted people that had been used to 
electric sewing machines so that's where my experience of the Shirt Factory came in 'cause that was 
electric sewing machines down there, so I was in the Tailor's Shop. And I done, <..pause..> repairs to 
overalls and made table covers for Crombie Canteen and I'd a good job. And then got another girl in, we 
went on shift work, you see and I got another girl then, to work with me. 

 

Q. What were your shifts like? 

A. Times, you mean? 

 

Q. Mmm hymm. 

A. Eh, <..pause..> it would be from eight 'til two I think and then from two to ten. 

 

Q. And was that week about? 

A. Uh huh, yes, aye. 

 

Q. So what were the wages like then? 

A. I cannae remember what the wages were, but they were good, you know, pretty good. I cannae 
remember now what it would be. 

 

Q. So did you enjoy that then? 

A. Oh yes, aye, oh aye. Actually I was on my own to please myself. I could work as I wanted to, you know, 
which, I never was idle. I liked to get through all my work, you know. And then on a Saturday morning, 
we went out on a Saturday morning, that was to oil and clean your machines and well the place where I 
was in, we washed out the lobby in the room, the sewing room. 

 

Q. So did you always live at home in your working days? Did you always live with your parents? 

A. Yes, uh huh. 

 

Q. And, what did you do in your free time then, away from work? What were the entertainments available 
then for young women? 

A. Oh went to the dancing and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Where was the dancing? 

A. We went to Stirling, to the dancing in Stirling. We went to the, I'd have been, my dad or my mother 
would have killed me if they'd known, but I went to The Palace, that was away up by the Castle; just 
once or twice there. But most of all at The Plaza, that was in the Craigs. Eh, <..pause..> Stirling Welfare 
dancing and Miller’s, Miller’s went to it. 

 

Q. I see. 

A. And eh, <..pause..> The Albert Hall. 
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Q. Was there dancing there? 

A. There was a Beauty Contest there, in The Albert Hall and they were all shouting for me but I didnae 
come in first! (laughs) 

 

Q. So you entered that, did you? 

A. And my blouse was, my mother had made my blouse. It was organdie blouse, you know, puff sleeves, 
you know down, <..pause..> but I was a good dancer, you know. And then when you went to the dancing 
and that, the girls all went to one side of the room and the boys was all at the other side. And they'd be 
nodding to you they were coming for you, you know and you'd say, “Oh he's coming for me!”, and he 
would come over and he'd maybe lift the girl next to you! (laughing) It was her that he was really, 
<..pause..> and you thought it was you, you know! But they slid across the floor to you to lift you for a 
dance, you know. 

 

Q. And then when the dance was over, would you all part again, one go to one side and one go to the 
other? 

A. That's right. At every dance you did that. The women were at the one side and the gents were at the 
other side, Of course you put your, <..pause..> who was seeing you home and you were either going 
home with; well with us being in Fallin here, we were three miles out of Stirling or four miles out of 
Stirling but we were never frightened walking the roads or that. <..pause..> 

 

Q. You walked home? 

A. No, there was no trouble. The only thing that frightened you was a cow maybe mooing or coughing! 
You'd take to your heels and run, you know. 

 

Q. I see. 

A. Oh no you could trust. <..pause..> There was one chap I, <..pause..> came home with me and I had to get 
my bus at the foot of the Craigs. Well, the way the Craigs is, the foot of the Craigs, there's a hill up over 
the railway to Fallin and I seen the bus coming down but here, it went right up the Craigs. I says, “No, 
that's not the last bus” but here it was the last bus. So the chap, he was an awful nice chap too, he 
walked me home and as we come to the hollow there, I could see my dad coming down. I says, "Oh, 
here's my daddy and he's angry!" He says, "How do you know?" I says, "I know the way he's walking!" 
(laughs) But it wasnae me that got the row, it was the chap, he was of no use keeping a girl out 'til that 
time of night and making sure that she didnae get her bus! So that was that! An awful nice chap, and I 
never seen him after that. He never put another date on with me! (laughs) 

 

Q. What a shame! (laughing) 

A. Oh, we had great times right enough when you think on it! But nearly all the places you had to walk 
home. But I don't know, <..pause..> your mum and dad they seemed to trust you a lot then. You wouldnae 
have dared do anything then, you know. 

 

Q. And how late would it be when you would walk home? Would it be the early hours of the morning? 

A. No, no, ten o'clock, eleven o'clock, you know, and eh, <..pause..> twelve. Not after twelve though, you 
could say you'd be home for twelve. 

 

Q. What about, <..pause..> going to a pub for a drink? 

A. No, never. 

 

Q. Was that not the done thing at all? 

A. Never, never. It was lemonade in your dance hall, you know and a biscuit. 

 

Q. A biscuit? 

A. Aye, you got a biscuit then, you know. 

 

Q. So there would be no drink on sale at all? 
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A. No, no. 

 

Q. So, as you got that bit older, what were your Sundays like then? What did you do on your Sundays 
when you were working during the week? 

A. Again on a Sunday we went to the church and then we were in the church choir, my sister and I, and 
we'd go rambles with the church. 

 

Q. Did religion mean more or less to you as you got older? 

A. Not really. It was just, it was just a thing, you just wanted to go to your church, you know and you came 
home from church and you were helping your mum to make the dinner and that. And usually, this was 
later on in life like then, your sisters if they were married or your brother they were coming down or your 
aunts or your uncle was always coming down. And again the big dumpling had been made on the 
Saturday for the Sunday. There always a crowd in your house on a Sunday, you know. The family and 
aunties or uncles, you know. 

 

Q. So did you start to take an interest in politics as you got older at all? 

A. No it seemed to be in me from I was young, lass. Because when we were young and that, there were 
trees right along Fallin here on the roadside and we used to sit up the tree and shout down to the, 
<..pause..> is that thing on? (laughing) Oh, I cannae tell you then! We used to shout down against the 
Tories like, we were Labour, you see. And if their cars were passing or that, we flung chestnuts and 
that, you always gathered a lot of chestnuts and that and you were hitting them on the head, you know. 
(laughing) You vote for Labour, you didnae vote for anybody else! 

 

Q. I see, right. 

A. Aye, we had a wee song about it, you know: ‘Vote, vote for Tammy Johnson, (that was our man then) 
Shove ‘ol Fanshaw up the lum! (laughing) Then we'll buy a penny gun And we'll shoot him doon and 
We'll never see him anymore! But eh, <..pause..> oh dear oh, <..pause..> when you think on it! 

 

Q. Mmm hymm, so did you get any holidays on your own as a young girl then? When you started work? Or 
maybe go with your friends? 

A. Uh huh, aye, we went with our friends and as we got older and that, my dad got up a bus and all our 
pals and my brother's pals and their girlfriends all went away to Blackpool. That was a wonderful thing! I 
think he was about the first to start that. And we went to a holiday camp called Squire's Gate Holiday 
Camp and it was like the Queen, the King and the Queen and the family, the Royal Family coming. 
They were all out, all the maids and everything all out. They were, what they called the Roy Party, they 
were all out to meet us. And we had wonderful times there at that holiday camp. Your luggage went to 
the station, it was sent from Stirling, no it went on the bus. And eh, <..pause..> the 'Red Coats' then with 
their wee; it was a station in there and it was the wee trucks, you know, with the train, miniature trains 
well, but that took all your cases to your chalets. You never needed to touch a case or that and there 
were maids for all your chalets, you know. And a lovely big dining room and also it was your dance hall, 
you know, at night. 

 

Q. Sounds smashing! 

A. Aye, it was good. It was actually, that was the start before, as I say Ayr and all these places, Butlins. It 
was really the start. But, oh we used to have the big ring, all dancing round about and that and the 
maids and everything all with us. And when we were going away, oh, it was a great occasion, you know. 
They knew the Roy Party would be back the next year, you know. They thoroughly enjoyed their-selves 
with us. And then my mother took ill after that and that's when I had to give up work again to look after 
my mother. 

 

Q. And what year would that be? 

A. Now then, <..pause..> 

 

Q. You were tailoress at Throsk? <..pause..> 

A. Previous to '42 that was, <..pause> uh huh, em, <..pause..> no. <..pause..> 
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Q. No, that would be after, <..pause..> 

A. That was in, <..pause..> no, it was after it aye, because the operation was then. What was the question 
you asked, dear? 

 

Q. How long, <..pause..> when did you give up work to look after your mother? 

A. Oh aye, uh huh, eh, <..pause..> I'd be about twenty-four I think. 

 

Q. Twenty-four? 

A. Uh huh, aye. 

 

Q. So you wouldn't have been long at the tailoress job then? 

A. No, not really, no. 

 

Q. Would it be a year? 

A. Say two years anyway - I definitely was two years there and I came, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So you were maybe twenty-four, twenty-five? 

A. Uh huh, aye. And I nursed my mother. Well she was able to get about and that, you know and then she 
was put, she was, a wheelchair. And the wheelchair then, it wasnae like what they are now, it was a big 
heavy iron one. And you'd to buy that yourself. And my dad worked extra shifts and everything for to get 
this wheelchair for my mother and I used to walk her into Stirling. Or if I could manage the decker bus, I 
got my mother up into the bus and in her seat and I had to go out and fold up this chair, big heavy iron 
thing, and put it in the back of the decker, and then I'd walk home with her, you know. 

 

Q. So how long did you nurse her for? 

A. Ten years it was. Ten years. Actually it was fifteen, <..pause..> but they wrote a bit in the paper about it. 
About the popular person my mother was and all the things she had done for the village and about me 
nursing my mother. How good I was with my mother, you know. 

 

Q. Very good, lovely. 

A. And if I had a boyfriend or that, I mean I had freedom, I could go to a dance too, because dad was good 
with my mother, you know, and my boyfriend at the weekend, maybe on a Saturday, he would come 
down and we'd walk into Stirling and walk back with my mother, you know. 

 

Q. Very good, uh huh, so, <..pause..> what happened when your mother died then, did you go back to work 
or? <..pause..> 

A. No, eh yes I did. My mother, we had to move to a bigger house with a bedroom down the stair for my 
mother and it was a five apartment house and there was only my dad and my mother and I by this time. 
So my mother had the wee bedroom and that and it was two single beds that was in that bedroom 
because I had to be there. And I remember, for the heating, it was a prima [primus] stove thing that we 
had, pumped up, you know, you pumped it up for to get it higher, and if that went out during the night, 
the smell of paraffin was terrible, you know. That's, <..pause..> I remember too, we got a carpet out of 
Templeton's. I think I showed you that piece of paper, did I, with Templeton's? No, it was the other girl I 
showed it to. Where we had got our carpet out of Templeton's and the price and everything was on it. 
How much it was a yard, you know. It must have been the other girl I told about it, you know. But I 
nursed mum then and then she was getting bed-ridden, you know. My dad was awful good with her too. 
But I got out, you know, sometimes because there was always the brothers coming or the sister coming. 
And then, <..pause..> my mum died. <..pause..> 

 

Q. What age would you be then? When your mum died? 

A. Em. <..pause..> 

 

Q. What year did she die? Do you remember? 

A. <..pause..> Thirty seven or thirty eight then, I was, aye. And my dad, <..pause..> he died four months after 
her. 
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Q. Did he? 

A. It was very sudden, aye. Doctor said it was just a broken heart, you know, because they were an awful 
happy couple, you know. 

 

Q. So were you left on your own in the house? 

A. So I was left in the big five apartment and I had to go to a smaller house and I had to get a job. And I 
hadnae worked all these years so it was a Councillor from Fallin that spoke for me in Player’s. So I 
worked in Player’s. And the job I had in there it was, actually it was office work. It was counting up the 
tobacco that the men got for the machines. And I had to gather their waste at night and all this was all 
written down, you know. And there was stocktaking done at the end of every month and my figure work 
went up to the office but if the office was wrong they had to come back to me, you know. So I had a 
good job in the factory and I'd been going with this chap, seeing him back and forward for years. He'd 
always a notion of me and I had a notion of him; this was the house he was into. And we stayed down 
the crescent then, away down there, and when he came in with his lorry, his lorry with his bricks or 
brickettes. By that time we had a television, with my mother not being able to go to Blackpool, daddy 
says, "Well, there'll be no more holidays now," he said, "we'll get the television." 

 

Q. Smashing! 

A. And he says, "Because mum will have the television to look at." Well I think the whole of Fallin, the 
kiddies; we were a great house for the kiddies and that; my mother and ourselves, our playmates and 
that but I was older by this time, you know and they'd all be sitting in the living-room, all round about in 
rows, round about the television watching the, what was coming on at five o'clock. And the first thing 
that come on was like the sea, the waves and that, my mother was mystified with that. She would just 
loved to have put her feet in that water, you know. And that was when she, before we had moved to the 
bigger house and then as I say my dad died four year after that. I had to go to Player’s. I got a good job 
there and a good boss. Actually, the job was above me but I did most of my homework at home, 
preparing for the next day. 

 

Q. And how did you learn that job? Were you taught by somebody how to? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, uh huh, aye. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Because you hadn't actually been in office work before that, had you? 

A. No, no. It was like stocktaking, you know and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What was the wage like there? 

A. Oh, you had a good wage in Player’s then. 

 

Q. That would be the late fifties, wouldn't it? 

A. That's right, aye, aye. Oh aye, up to about the sixties, I think, coming up eh, <..pause..> aye, you're right 
enough. And you'd good wages there. But I was on my own and I'd moved to a smaller house by this 
time. Well, it was an awful shock, that was me actually, dad had died four months after my mum and I 
was on my own. And, <..pause..> when I came home at the weekend, you'd shift work there as well, and 
you cycled to your work in the morning. You got up with the horn blowing at the pits, half past five in the 
morning. No you were up before that, you left the house with your bike at that time because you had to 
be in for six o'clock. in morning. 

 

Q. That was the early shift? 

A. Yes, from six to two, you worked, and from two to ten. And I had the bicycle and there were about half a 
dozen of us all waiting on our bikes and this time I was going down the Crook Brae and this cow had 
coughed, <..pause..> and I dropped my bike and run without my bike to my work! I wouldnae go back, 
terrified to go back! Here it'd been a cow had been coughing! (laughing) 

 

Q. It'd be very dark, wouldn't it? 

A. It was, it was very dark, aye. 
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Q. You'd just have the light on your bike? 

A. That was all, uh-huh, aye. And then I'd be about well over a year with the bike and then we got this chap 
with a wee car, a wee Morris car, I think it was a Morris anyway. So he used to come and lift us and 
there was four of us got a lift I think, there were three in the back and one in the front, aye. And he was 
an awful swearer and an awful bad-tempered chap and he used to have to run with his car and then 
jump into it and you'd maybe to get out and shove it. And you were running with it and you'd to jump in 
too, and you couldn't say a word! Because he would just have said, "Right, walk it!" (laughs) And I 
remember one time, at the top of the, <..pause..> at Millhall it was actually, and I was sitting in the front 
seat, that morning, and here it must have been heavy rain and that because he went through a puddle 
and the water all came up and hit me in the face! But I wouldnae have dared say anything. I was sitting 
soaking! He was an awful swearer too, you know, bad-tempered he was, you know. But he was a great 
worker. Oh, he was good worker, you know. 

 

Q. I see. 

A. And another time the bonnet came up as we were going down the hill to Player’s, steam fleeing 
everyway, you couldnae say anything, you know, so, <..pause..> 

 

Q. How long were you at Player’s then? 

A. I'd be about four years, four years there and my husband came and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you leave there to get married? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. You did? 

A. And it was very unexpected, yes. 

 

Q. And what year was that then? 

A. Oh now, that would be into the sixties, 1960, aye, 1960 I was married on the eleventh of September, the 
tenth of September, I was married. So I was what, about forty then. And my husband, he had his old 
mother all his days, she was eighty nine. I nursed her for two years after I was married. He didnae want 
us to get married, to do nursing again but it came to it that she was needing proper nursing and the 
facilities that I used with my mother, she needed, she wasnae getting, you know. So he came this night, 
I was coming from my, <..pause..> the late shift and it was then he proposed to me. <..pause..> 

 

Q. And how long had you known him? 

A. Oh for years! Oh we had a notion for one another from we were oh, <..pause..> must have been about 
sixteen or eighteen. We'd always a notion of one another. And I was telling you about the television. 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Mmm hymm. 

A. He used to come down, it was a dead end where I lived and they wondered, his family wondered, how 
that, <..pause..> we always seen one another and it was his lorry, he revved it up a wee bit and it showed 
on the television, all the zig-zagging, so I knew to go out to the gate then. That was him coming down to 
me. And we got slipping out back and forward, you know, but it was a case of slipping out because his 
mother didnae want him to go with anybody, you know. She was really, <..pause..> but oh, <..pause..> what 
a happy, happy couple we were. We were really meant for one another. It was really planned. 

 

Q. So did you have a big wedding then? 

A. No, no just the family, just a family wedding. 

 

Q. Did you get a honeymoon or was it straight into looking after his mother? 

A. No, straight in to look after his mother. We had to be in for nine o'clock that night! Aye, oh that's another 
story dear. I've had an awful happy life and a nice wedding it was with our own family, you know all my, 
them all related. And eh, <..pause..> a nice wedding. That was, I forget what they called it, down by The 
Regal it was. There was a restaurant there, we had a beautiful meal at it. 
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Q. I forget what they called it, I've been told but. <..pause..> So what did you do with your house? Did you 
just give up your house and? <..pause..> 

A. I had to give up the house, uh huh. My husband wanted me to keep it on to see how things would go 
and, <..pause..> but I gave the house up because people was waiting on the house then but by right I 
should have held onto it but however, <..pause..> I'd no regrets. And I'd no regrets nursing his mother. 
She was heavy nursing but with the aid of the doctor and the nurse; she wouldnae let a nurse come to 
her; it was Mary had to do everything for her. 

 

Q. So what did you do with your furniture? Did you just move that in? <..pause..> 

A. Aye, it just had to be sold or my brothers and that seen to it all getting. <..pause..> And my boss was away 
on holiday at that time and what a beautiful letter I got from him. That he seen I was a right trustworthy 
girl, that eh, <..pause..> I had told him I had a boyfriend but we'd never get married, you know and he 
says, "Och, you will!" But I knew what was with my husband you see, he would never take me in to 
nurse his mother, I'd had so much nursing. He never wanted that. But I'm glad I did because I nursed 
her two years and when she was dying she was awful pleased that we'd got married. She really blessed 
the two of us and said it was lovely, you know. But when I was married at first and that, he wouldnae 
have dared give me a sweetie by her, you know or given me anything. 

 

Q. Mmm hymm. 

A. We hardly spoke to one another. We were frightened to speak, you know. She was, she was going 
senile, you see, this is what was happening, you know. 

 

Q. So how did you manage the housekeeping then when you first got married? What happened about the 
money coming in? 

A. The money? Uh huh. Well, Frank, he gave me my allowance. You got an allowance, you know and you 
had to, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What was his job then? He drove the, <..pause..> 

A. He drove lorries, uh huh, he was a driver, aye. 

 

Q. He gave you an allowance and you decided on everything, did you? 

A. That's right, food and everything, laundry and that, you know. And it was heavy, it was heavy nursing. It 
was heavy washing too. And it was, <..pause..> a wee boiler I got, wee electric boiler and that's what 
actually, I washed, that was my washing machine, a wee boiler, and the washing board. That was even 
in these days. 

 

Q. Mmm hymm. So was your husband ever ill or out of work at all when you were married? 

A. Never, never. My husband was up half past four in the morning, five o'clock in the morning away, in the 
morning. 

 

Q. Can you remember any other times throughout your life when you had to struggle to make ends meet? 
You were born in 1919 so you would have gone through the General Strike in 1926? 

A. Yes, that's right, uh huh. Then it was pretty hard, you know? But we were fortunate because there was 
em. <..pause..> I cannae remember what they called but it was just like, <..pause..> Assistance then. And 
we'd all to be clothed. That was all done at the Co-Operative in the village then, you know and em, 
<..pause..> like I'm going back years now, back to that, 1926 as you say, and we got our shoes and our 
dresses which were lovely dresses and lovely shoes but there was only one thing wrong, we were all 
dressed the same. Everybody the same dress and everybody the same shoes. And eh, <..pause..> they 
made the big boilers with the soup, what they called ‘The Soup Kitchens'. So that's where you got your 
dinners and that, was there. 

 

Q. And where would that be? 

A. That was down in the old, <..pause...> the village. That was, there wasnae this, the new houses then. It 
was the Blocks, you know. 
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Q. Would it be in a hall or? <..pause..> 

A. Aye, the Welfare, the Miners’ Welfare Hall. The big, <..pause..> urns and the big boilers. Actually it was 
the big boilers that your soup was made in, you know. 

 

Q. And who made the soup? Would it be the wives and the? <..pause..> 

A. Just the miner’s wives and that, you know. The men were there to see that everything was working 
properly, the boilers and all that and to help, any packages that was coming in, you know. But it was the 
women that actually helped out as regards the meals. 

 

Q. And how did you, do you remember how you felt then, yourself as a child? Did you ever feel that it was 
a hard time? 

A. Oh yes, aye, you knew a difference then. It was a hard time because your mum and dad was; we were 
alright, the children, they were seen to and that but your mother was worried, maybe she had taken on 
a Society, you know, insurances and things like that. Or then there was a great thing, still is, The 
Provident, you know. So if they'd taken on the Provident, they'd maybe get £20 or £15 of a line. Well, 
they paid that at a shilling a week and once that line was paid up then, you got another line for some 
more things that was needed, you know. Actually, when my sister was married, that's how she got her 
wedding rig-out, was The Provident. And once your mother had that paid, there was another Provident 
line taken out for to get the likes of maybe a dress for herself and a dress for us, you know, for myself 
and my brothers - see to them with the trousers and things that they needed. Oh aye. It was a hard 
time. 

 

Q. But you came through alright then? 

A. Yes, came through fine. 

 

Q. What about The Second World War? Did it affect you in any way, you know, do you remember? You 
would be working in the munitions and then as a tailoress. 

A. That's right, aye and then nursing, of course I was nursing my mother. 

 

Q. How did times change then? Did it? <..pause..> 

A. Em. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Were you aware that there was a war on? 

A. Oh definitely, yes, because the land-mine had been dropped in Stirling and it shook all the windows 
here and my dad, <..pause..> There wasnae that other lot of houses built so that we were the end and it 
was a wood aback of us and the big iron fence so my dad had unlatched the fence, that when you had 
to run, if there was the bombers or that, you run into the woods. But also, our coal cellar was all cleaned 
out and whitewashed and seats put round it and the flask was all filled and everything. Every night, hot 
water bottles, blankets and that, just in case of anything, you know. 

 

Q. And how did you manage with the rationing? Was it? <..pause..> 

A. Oh aye, <..pause..> that was a great thing that, right enough, the rationing. You just had to make do then, 
you know. If your ration maybe, run out of sugar well that was you out of sugar. You just had to do 
without. Unless somebody was able to help you until your next lot of rations came. There was quite a lot 
of helping then too, with neighbours and that but, <..pause..> and then there was a lot done under the 
shelves style, you know, if you were well known. 

 

Q. Black market? 

A. Black market, that's right, aye. But I mean everybody was in the same boat then and everybody seemed 
to be happier then, all getting on well and helping one another, you know. 

 

Q. So that, <..pause..> everybody sort of pulled, if neighbours were ill or confined to bed or anything like that, 
they would all help? 

A. That's, <..pause..> uh definitely, definitely, yes. 
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Q. What about medical care at that time? Did you have to pay? 

A. Yes, this is what I do want to talk about. When I was nursing my mother there was no Health Scheme 
then and my mother had nine codeines a day. And there was the big rolls of cotton wool which kept the 
one foot from the other and the knees from each other where she would have got sores. There was no 
Health Scheme then so my, we had to buy her adrenaline cream. That was for her knees and 
massaging her. 

 

Q. Right, now you were talking about medical care at that time. You had to get the cotton wool and the 
adrenaline cream and that for your mother? 

A. And the codeines, yes. 

 

Q. And you had to buy that all yourselves? 

A. We had to buy all that ourselves and my dad, he worked day and night for the sake of getting all these 
extras for my mother. There was no such thing as getting, you couldnae afford to get even, you know, 
things for her, you just managed on it. But the Health Scheme's a wonderful thing. People dinnae 
realize how lucky they are with the Health Scheme, because it was hard, hard going for us in the family, 
making sure that mum got all her necessities. 

 

Q. So what would happen? Would the doctor visit and then he'd prescribe the cream or whatever it was 
and then you had to go out to a chemist and buy it? 

A. That's, <..pause..> yes. When the scheme started, the Health Scheme? 

 

Q. No, before? 

A. Oh previous to that. No, we had to buy that ourselves. 

 

Q. Did he tell you what to buy then? 

A. No, it was just that we had heard about this adrenaline cream helping the rheumatism so much and 
regards the codeine, well it was aspirin the doctor had said, if you get an aspirin, but aspirin upset my 
mother's stomach but she found the codeine didnae. We tried ever so many tablets before we got one 
that she really, <..pause..> and these tablets were actually to kill the pain, you know. By this time she was 
pretty well all over her. She was locked with the knees up, all the time. When she was sitting in her 
invalid chair she looked well but when she was lying in bed, the knees were up and that's how she lay. 

 

Q. So could the doctor not really do anything for her or tell you things to do? You just had to? <..pause..> 

A. Oh we had to just do ourselves and that. But she was taken to the Infirmary and that and they tried 
treatments there for her, you know. 

 

Q. Did you have to pay for that? If she was in the Infirmary? 

A. No. No, no we didnae. It would be, I think they took it off my dad's wages then. I think that's how it was 
worked then. There was something about that then. 

 

Q. It was maybe a sickness club he was in with his employer? 

A. With the miners, yes. But your hospital, then you got taken to the hospital you never ever paid for your 
hospital. So she went through quite a lot of things with the hospital 'til they finally knew she was just, 
<..pause..> one thing after another locking with her, you know. But it was a wonderful thing, the Health 
Scheme and that. Well, look how that today. I mean my dad had to, we had to save hard for that big iron 
chair that we got. We had to buy a commode chair second-hand, you know, things that my mother, 
<..pause..> she really needed. There was different things, you know, cushions and pillows. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So did you feel that she benefited a great deal when the Health Scheme came in? <..pause..> 

A. Oh yes, <..pause..> oh. <..pause..> 

 

Q. <..pause..> Did she get lots more things? 
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A. She got, that was comfort to her then. Because she wasnae worried about daddy, watching for him 
coming home from work late, late at night and that but he was keen to do it for the sake of the money 
side, you know. Oh no, it was a new life to her, it was wonderful. 

 

Q. Your daddy would have more time with her then? 

A. Of course, he had the weekends with her. A thing that she hadnae had for quite a few years with my 
dad, was being with him, you know like. <..pause..> Every shift and I mean he was a tired man, he was up 
so early the next morning to go to his work then. That was him away a full shift, then if he got the 
chance of an extra shift he took it, you know or anybody off, he took their shift. But oh, <..pause..> the 
Health Scheme's a wonderful thing. I would never like to see it ever being any other way. It got her, her 
cotton wool and her invalid chair. There was one came for her, the invalid chair but by that time she was 
sort of bedridden, you know. But what a difference I'd have known if there'd been the Health Scheme 
because I had to go and get the tablets and things that she needed and that and what a difference it 
would have been with me because of this big heavy chair, having to fold up and you know, <..pause..> it 
would have been, <..pause..> the wonderful things that they have now with it. 

 

Q. But your dad was a good help and the neighbours, were they, did they help as well? 

A. Oh yes, if any of them had anything that could help my mother, maybe a wee stool to put her foot up or 
pillows or anything like that, you know, they all knew her well that, <..pause..> there wasnae much, it was 
really on the medical side that she needed help, you know, which we couldnae give her maybe an awful 
lot of, you know but just as much as keep her comfortable. 

 

Q. So it was a happy life then? 

A. Oh aye, oh, <..pause..> I'm a lucky lassie. I got a good husband and happy, happy. Nobody will ever 
know. (laughing) 

 

Q. Lovely. 
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1920 Hotel Worker; Domestic Service; Farm Worker; Factory Worker; Home Help 

 
Interviewee Code A4 
Interview Concducted 25th May 1988 
Interviewer Margaret Graham 
Transcribed by Sandy Harvey 
 

Q. What year were you born?  

A. 1920, 7th June. 

 

Q. Where were you born about? 

A. I was born in 96 Meadowhill, Larkhall. 

 

Q How long did you live there? 

A We moved out, <..pause..> I was about ten. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of your grandparents?  

A. Just my granny on my mother's side. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A: Well, I had, eh <..pause..> there was me, Peggy, Mary, Robert, Gracie, Jean and me. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. He was a miner when he was married at first. Then he got a job with the County Council. 

 

Q. What did he do with the County Council? 

A. Attended to the gas lamps on the roads, cleaned them and seen that they were lighted every night. And 
if there was one no lighting he used to go out every night and check, and that was after we were all in 
the house, washed and in our beds. He locked the door, locked us in along with my mother and he went 
out and checked, and if there was one no lit or maybe the glass broken, it was the first thing he 
attended the next morning when he started his work. 

 

Q. Did your mother work before she was married? 

A. No, she kept the house for my granny, my granny worked. 

 

Q. Did she work after she was married? 

A. No. <..pause..> Oh aye, she did, at the farms at eh, <..pause..> stooking the corn and the hay and such 
likes. 

 

Q. So who looked after you while she worked? 

A.  Well, we were, <..pause..> the older ones were, by this time working in Genteel Service and we were at 
the school and when we came home from the school we went to my granny's for a cup of tea or 
something to eat ‘til my mother came home. They usually finished at about five o'clock at that time on 
the hay and the corn and such like. I forgot about that. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church? 

A. No. 

 

Q Did they take any interest in politics or? <..pause..> 

A. No. 
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Q. What did your parents do in their spare time? Was your mother part of a Women's Guild or anything like 
that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Your father, did he go to the pub or? <..pause..> 

A. No, my father never drunk, no. 

 

Q. Did your parent's take any part in any sport? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did they ever watch any sport? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of your parents’ house? 

A. Well, it was the miner's rows and there were nine of us in a kitchen, no water. It was eh, <..pause..> it 
wasnae the dry lavvies, it was four lavvies and the water kept going through it, all the time. We had to 
go away down to the end of the miner's row tae get into it, it was through from the washhouse. There 
wasnae any tarmacadam or anything like that, it was all dirt. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework? 

A. Well there wasnae much housework to do. A brush and a shovel and that was it. Oh, I could tell you the 
one about the coal underneath the bed. Whenever we got, <..pause..> well, there was a lot of it gathered 
at the bing and whenever my mother came in, a bag of coal or, my father never went to the bing. Eh, 
whenever they came in with the bag of coal it was put below the bed and there was a white, what we 
called a white bed pawn and it was tied with string on the wood of the bed. And a white bed pawn pulled 
right across, that was hiding the coal underneath and when you went for a fire you just put the shovel in 
below the bed, put it in. 

 

Q. Did your mother pay anyone to help with the housework? 

A. No, couldnae afford it. 

 

Q. Would your father help your mother? Do odd jobs about the house? 

A. No. <..pause..> Oh, my father cobbled the shoes and boots for us. Sixpence worth of leather out the 
saddler's and nails and things, he did his own. 

 

Q. What about decorating in the house? 

A. Oh, that was all done with distemper and paint. 

 

Q. What was distemper? 

A. It was a powder and you bought it, a sixpence worth, whatever colour you wanted and you mixed it up 
with water and then you just brushed it on the walls. Whoever liked, whoever wanted to do it just done 
it. I mean sisters or anybody or, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What about washing arrangements in the house, how did your mother do her washing? 

A. Oh, she had to go to the outside washhouse. 

 

Q. What was that like, what facilities were in it? 

A. Wooden bines, great big wooden bine, there were a handle at each side and there was one for washing 
in and another one for filling up with cold water. It was running water in the washhouse, and eh. 
<..pause..> And then when it was done, if you had a wringer, if there was a wringer there everybody could 
use it. And whenever the washing was done you just come out and went into the great big square. Well, 
it was the open space between the miner's rows and it was all wooden clothes poles that was on it. And 
you just hung your washing out. 
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Q. Can you remember your dad telling you any stories when you were small?  

A. No, no, my dad was a singer, no. 

 

Q. Did he sing to you? 

A. Oh aye. 

 

Q. Did you all join in? 

A. Well, our Jean and me and Grace and me all joined in. They had a hand each and I was trailing at the 
back, holding on to his waistcoat or trousers or whatever. 

 

Q. Did your father ever look after you when your mother went out?  

A. Oh aye, aye, I had a good father. 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have as a child? 

A. Oh, porridge, tattie soup, broth, what we called kail, stovies, tatties and a bit margarine or tatties and 
cheese or, it was just whatever you could afford. 

 

Q. What was your favourite when you were small? 

A. Oh help, tattie soup or stovies. 

 

Q. Where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. Up in Larkhall town, my mother to a shop called ‘Perk's’ stores and got everything there, you didnae get 
butcher meat, you got ham, groceries, jam, things like that. 

 

Q. Did you go shopping with your mother? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did your father ever go shopping with your mother? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Eh, where did they buy things like furniture? 

A. Well, you went to the second-hand shops, my mother was eh, <..pause..> we knew a man by the name of 
Jimmy Love. My granny knew him, we knew him all our days in fact. I don't know the family now of that 
man but my sisters do. <..pause..> You just went in there. <..pause..> If you maybe got four chairs for ten 
shillings if you could afford it. Eh, what they called a dresser and it was two cupboards in the front and a 
flat top and then a bit up the back, you see them now in the club books. For putting plates on. <..pause..> 

 

Q. A Welsh dresser? 

A. Aye, what they call a Welsh dresser now. 

 

Q. What about clothes? Did she make them or? <..pause..> 

A. They were hand-downs. She knitted socks. 

 

Q Do you remember celebrating special occasions like birthdays, Christmas? 

A. Nothing, no. We got our wee bit orange and such likes. 

 

Q. Hogmanay, can you remember Hogmanay? 

A. Well, it was a wee drink of ginger we got. Either that or ginger wine, homemade ginger wine and heard 
the bells and then we were put into bed and that was it. 

 

Q. Did you have anything special to eat at Christmas? 

A. No, no. No chicken or, <..pause..> nothing. 
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Q. Did you have any books to read at home? 

A. Just school books, that was all. You didnae, you couldnae even afford a comic book or a comic paper or 
anything like that. 

 

Q. Did you belong to a library? 

A. No, there wasnae such a thing as a library in they days. 

 

Q. Were you taken out visiting neighbours? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Friends or relatives or that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you ever have any holidays? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Can you remember having a day trip anywhere with your mother and father? 

A. Oh, no with my mother and father. Eh, we went to a wee Sunday School and the yearly trip come up, it 
was maybe just a sixpence and you went the trip. You got a poke and milk, just like the gala day here. 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. No. 

 

Q. How did you spend Sundays? Did you go to church? 

A. No. 

 

Q. That's when you attended the Sunday School? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. What did you do after it, did you? <..pause..> 

A. Just come home and played about. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Was religion important to you as a child?  

A. No, my father was an atheist. 

 

Q. As a child who did you play with, your brothers and sisters or neighbours? 

A. Just bairns about the doors. It was just a case of one big happy family. You went out and in your 
neighbour's houses and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Can you remember any toys, you having any toys when you were a child? 

A. If you played with somebody that had a doll you got a loan of the doll to play with and if she fell out with 
you she took her doll back and that was it. 

 

Q. Can you remember any homemade toys, anything that was fantasized or anything like that, no? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls play the same games when they were playing outside? 
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A. Mmhm. 

 

Q. Were you free to play with anybody you liked or did your parents ever discourage you? 

A. No, anybody, we were always there where they could see us. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time after school hours and at weekends? 

A. Well, we had to, when we came in we got what was for eating and then we had to do our school home 
lessons and go out and play maybe to about seven o'clock, eight o'clock, seven or eight. Whenever it 
started to turn dark, we were brought in, washed, put into bed, that was us. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies, like collecting things or that? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. What about walking, did you like walking? 

A. Well, we used to go walks with my father along the Clyde and that when he gathered his herbs. 

 

Q. Did you keep any pets? 

A No, I was in among pets right enough, my granny had always cats and dogs and a horse and chickens 
and hens. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sports? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any Youth Organisations? 

A. No, they werenae such a thing, no at that time, no. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the pictures when you were smaller? Was there such a thing? 

A. As I got older a wee bit, we got a penny for the matinée and if we, if we hadnae a penny we got a jeely 
jar. And we went to the picture house and we handed the jeely jar in. Well at that time you got a wee 
stock of rock an apple or an orange or something going in the door and that was all for a penny. The 
penny matinée, it was silent, you know say the likes of Charlie Chaplin and Buster Keaton and them all, 
it was all them, you know. 

 

Q. Did your parents give you pocket money? 

A. We didnae get pocket money. 

 

Q. Were you given lessons by anyone before going to school? 

A. No. 

 

Q. How old were you before you first went to school? 

A. I'd take it to be, I'd be five. 

 

Q. What school did you go to? 

A. Duke Street School, they were only four classes and when you got through they four classes, the time I 
got through them we were flitting from the miner's rows up into, och about two mile away up into a 
scheme they had built. The rent was only five shillings when we flitted into this new house, but we had 
all to go into a room and kitchen. We were better off, it was a room and kitchen, it was only a kitchen in 
the miner's rows, you know. And, I did I went a wee while at that four classes, it was in the old town of 
Larkhall and then I was shifted, eh, <..pause..> eh, the fifth class, I started in Machinhill School and we 
had to go up to, <..pause..> it was fourteen classes. To work your way up and then you went in either to 
the Higher Grade or the Advanced Division, but I was, but I never was educated enough. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers at your school? 
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A. Oh aye, aye. I learned more after I came out the school. 

 

Q. What punishments were there at school? 

A. Oh, the strap on your hand. 

 

Q. What subjects were you taught? 

A. History, Geography, Arithmetic, Spelling, that was about, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What about, did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. Oh aye, we were all in the same class. 

 

Q. What did you wear to school, was there a uniform? 

A. No, no just what we had. 

 

Q. What did you do at playtimes? 

A. Just played about. 

 

Q. How old were you when you left school? 

A. I was sixteen when I left the school. 

 

Q. Would you have stayed longer if you had the chance? 

A. No, I don't think so because I learnt nothing. 

 

Q. What was you first full-time job? 

A. Well, my first one, it was a lassie two or three doors up from us and she was in Arran and she was in, it 
was two old farm houses that they had made into hotels, you know. And, eh, they needed somebody to 
help her out in the busy time and of course her mother came and asked my mother if I could go, so I 
was bunged away, six weeks. 

 

Q. Were you homesick when you were there? 

A. No, I didnae get time to be homesick, and then when I come home it was Genteel Service. In the 
wintertime there was nothing, well you had to go to a Genteel Service. In the summertime, in the spring 
and the summertime I went to the farms for to plant tatties or pull strawberries or such likes. 

 

Q. What hours did you work on the farm? 

A. Well, before the heavy season come on for pulling the strawberries you were from eight to half-past five. 
An hour for your dinner and you'd to sit in the park and take it, the old wife from the farm brought out, if 
you were working late, she brought out baskets of bread and jam and a big pail of tea and then you 
went back on and you worked ‘til about ten o'clock pulling the strawberries. The heavy season, you 
know. 

 

Q. What was the wages? 

A. Half a crown a day, and that was for five and a half days. 

 

Q. Did you feel it was a fair wage? 

A. No, no, definately no. It was better than nothing right enough. 

 

Q. Did you give any of the money to your mother? 

A. Oh, she got it all. 

 

Q. What did she spend it on? 

A. Meat. 
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Q. I take it you still lived at home at this time? 

A. Oh aye, aye. 

 

Q. Did men and women work together on the farm? 

A. Aye, aye. 

 

Q. How did you get on with the other people you worked with? 

A. Alright. 

 

Q. Could you talk and relax? 

A. Oh aye, we used to sit and sing most of the day, and when you were singing you were working harder, 
you were. <..pause..> 

 

Q. How did your employer treat you? 

A. Oh, good, aye. 

 

Q. How long did you do this work? 

A. Well, I did that eh. <..pause..> I think the war about two years started, because if you were in the likes of 
that job you didnae get called up for, eh, <..pause..> They were starting then to take women into the 
factories and that. 

 

Q. Would you have preferred any other type of occupation? Would you have preferred to do something 
else? 

A.  There wasn't anything else, I mean it was the only thing there was. 

 

Q. How did you spend your Sundays as you got older? Did you attend church then? 

A. No. 

 

Q Did religion more or less to you after your childhood? You know, did it mean more or less to you as you 
got older, did it mean a wee bit more to you, or just the same? 

A. Well, I gave it a thought, I mean you always think on it sometime or another. 

 

Q. Did you take an interest in politics as you got older? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on holiday? 

A. Well, about the first holiday I went was through here. I came through to, it was a cousin of Jenny 
Summerville, Agnes Marshall's mother. Well, I came through with her cousin, with Agnes' cousin, to 
here, well Agnes' mother's cousin. At that time I was working in the factories. 

 

Q: Did your parents get to meet all your friends? 

A. I had no friends, it was just playmates. 

 

Q I'm talking about when you were older, did you always take your friends home? 

A. I just always run about with the same lassies. 

 

Q. Did they expect to know where you were, did your mother expect to know where you were when you 
went out? 

A. Oh, you were asked when you came in, I had to be in the house for ten o'clock. At that time my father 
was needing, <..pause..> away, I mean. <..pause..> 
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Q. What age were you when you married? 

A. Twenty-eight. 

 

Q. What age was your husband? 

A. Thirty-two. 

 

Q. What was your husband's job before you were married? 

A. Miner. 

 

Q. Did he have other jobs before that? Before he was a miner? 

A. No. 

 

Q. How did you meet? 

A. In a woman's house through in Larkhall. He came through for the weekend with, with men that he ran 
along with. 

 

Q. Was he from the same sort of background as yourself? 

A. Oh aye, aye. 

 

Q. Did you get engaged? 

A. No. 

 

Q Did you manage to get things like furniture, household things together for setting up a home? Did you 
manage to get it all together before setting up your home? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you get quite a few wedding presents? 

A. Oh aye, useful things, towels and cutlery, pots and pans. 

 

Q. Could you describe your wedding? 

A. Well, it was in the hoose in Larkhall, cup of tea and steak pie, it was my sister that stood that, they stood 
it for me. Then I came through here. 

 

Q. Was just your sisters and your family that was? <..pause..> 

A. Aye, aunties and uncles. 

 

Q. What did you wear? 

A. A blue dress, a blue coat, a blue hat. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you continue to work after you got married? 

A. No. <..pause..> I did Home Help work, years, our John was at the school, I went out and did Home Help 
work. 

 

Q. How did you manage financially just with your husband's wage? Did you get on okay? 

A. Well, I just planned it out and, I went to the Co-Operative and joined the Co-Operative and everything 
came out the Co-Operative, I never went any other-where. 

 

Q. Did you work when you had small children, that's when you done the Home Help work? 
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A. WelI, our John was at the school, he'd be about seven or eight when I started Home Help. 

 

Q. Nobody had to look after him? 

A. No. 

 

Q. How did your husband feel about you working? 

A. He didnae bother because he was in the pit all the time. 

 

Q. Where did you live after you were married? 

A. I lived in Balure Crescent. 

 

Q. Was that in Fallin? 

A. Aye, and then he got a house in the cottages, we were only about a year up there when his father died 
and had to throw up the house and go back to help his mother with an invalid brother of his. 

 

Q. Can you describe your first house? 

A. Well, I was in the room in Balure Crescent, it was just an ordinary three apartment, but the hoose I had 
in the cottages, it was only a single end away back in my young days again only it had a wooden floor. 

 

Q. How many years did you, well how long did you live in the cottage? 

A. It was only about a year. 

 

Q. And you went back to live with his mother? 

A. Mother. 

 

Q. Who helped when you moved the house? You know when you moved from the cottage back to his 
mother, everybody mucked in just to give you a hand? 

A. Oh no, no we did it ourselves, it was Johnny McColl and the fruit man that flitted me from the cottages 
to Balure Crescent with his horse and cart. 

 

Q. How many children did you have? 

A. Two. 

 

Q. What was the names and the years that they were born? 

A. Their names? Grace and John. 

 

Q. And who's the oldest? 

A. Grace. 

 

Q. Eh, was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. Well, I wasnae bothered. 

 

Q. Did you know anything about birth control? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you know if there was a birth control advice available anywhere in the area, anybody to give 
anybody advice? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. No, we werenae told anything when we were young. 
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Q. Did you read a book or anything about it when you were? <..pause..> 

A. No. 

 

Q. Were your children born at home? 

A. No, the two of them were born in the Infirmary. 

 

Q. Did you get help, when the children were born like, from the family or, you know, for to do the washing? 

A. No, I had to nurse them myself, if I went out I'd to take them with me. 

 

Q. How did you feed your first baby? 

A. Oh, she was breast fed, but I hadnae enough milk for to, so I had to put her on the bottle. 

 

Q. If you ever needed advice who did you ask? Did you ask your doctor or a nurse or maybe neighbour? 

A. Just went to a doctor and asked, but I was one that was lucky, I didnae need advice. 

 

Q. How much did your husband have to do with the children when they were young? Did he take quite a lot 
to do with them or was he too busy working? 

A. No, no Grace, John aye, our Grace was always along with her granny, his mother. But John, by this 
time she was dead and he used to take John away to the football matches. 

 

Q. Did you know what your husband earned in your younger days? 

A. No, never ever got told. 

 

Q. How much of it would he give you? 

A. Oh, when I was married at first it was only five pound a week and then as years went on it was. 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. How did you decide how the money should be spent, like furniture, clothes and? <..pause..> 

A. Oh, that was all left to me, that was all left to me, he took nothing to do with that. 

 

Q. How did you manage if your husband was ill or out of work? 

A. Oh, if he was ill it was insurance money, if he got hurt it was compensation which was a wee bit more 
and you just had to make it do. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A: Well, there was only one time I had to struggle and that was when, eh, <..pause..> oh it's a good two or 
three year back now, I was in Bannock Road and he had come from Larkhall, drove us home and left 
me in Larkhall for to see the nephews coming home from America. And he just got out, the car into the 
garage, come into the house and he collapsed with a burst ulcer and taken to the Infirmary, rushed and 
then our Grace had to get somebody to, a car to come through to Larkhall and bring me back home. 
Well, he had about, <..pause..> he was six weeks, or seven maybe in the Infirmary with the burst ulcer 
and then when he came home it was diets such like, everything had to be minced. And it was only three 
pound four and six I had off insurance money, but by this time our Grace worked in the Co-Operative 
and just had to, <..pause..> If I hadnae a shilling for my light I just didnae burn it. I had a ton of coal but I 
made the ton of coal last me out. As long as I cleared my rent but I went to the Co-Operative and I 
spoke to the manageress, so she let me run up my Co-Operative book and my groceries and the 
insurance man let me run up my insurance. But whenever he started work again I just cleared them off 
whenever I had it. 

 

Q. If any of the neighbours were ill or confined to bed, did you, did anyone help them out, you know if any 
of the neighbours were ill, years ago when you were younger? 

A. Oh, if anybody, <..pause..> aye. 
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Q. But just the neighbours went in, or just their relatives or everybody sort of? <..pause..> 

A. Was that when I was young, like? 

 

Q. Well, I'm talking about when you were first young married and, <..pause..> 

A. Well, if anybody needed a hand I always gave them it. 

 

Q. What kind of medical care was there at this time if you were ill? Did you have to pay for the doctor? 

A. We just, <..pause..> well, when I was young before I was married we had to pay a sixpence a week if we 
went to a Doctor. But by this time when our Grace was born it was the National Health, it started in 
nineteen forty-eight, well our Grace was born in June forty-eight. 

 

Q. Where you lived, did all the people have the same standard of living? Or would there some would be 
better off? 

A. In Fallin? 

 

Q. Well, we'll take it from when you were young and you were still in the house with your mother, we'll take 
it from there. Did you feel that everybody had the same standard of living there? 

A. Oh aye, there wasnae anybody had any money. 

 

Q. Well, what about when you were young married and you were in Fallin, did you feel that everybody had 
the same standard of living as well? 

A. Oh, just much about the same again, just miners’ wives and miners’ families, that was all. 

 

Q. Did people do their shopping in local corner shops or in the town? 

A. Here? Well, there wasnae much in the shops here, I had always to go to Stirling, and at that time there 
were a lot of shops in Stirling, but now its only Marks and Spencer's and Littlewood's that you can go to 
for groceries now. 

 

Q. Did the local shops give credit, tick? 

A. No, no in Stirling, no, no. 

 

Q. What about the? <..pause..> 

A. Just the Co-Operative here. You got it from week to week. 

 

Q. Was there a pawn shop in the area? 

A. In Stirling, aye. 

 

Q. Was your area a friendly neighbourhood, was it friendly? 

A. Oh aye, aye. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of The Second World War? 

A. Oh aye, aye. 

 

Q. At that time you were working in the fields you say, on the farm? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q Can you remember the rationing? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. How did you cope with that? 

A. Well, you just had to make it do. You got two ounce of margarine for a book, you got two ounce of butter 
for a book, you got maybe, <..pause..> if there were plenty eggs you got two or maybe three eggs, you 
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never got any more, for one book. You got eight-pence worth of butcher meat, that was for a week. You 
had to make it do. 

 

Q. There were some people sold theirs, they got a clothes rationing book, or maybe sweeties or something 
like that? 

A. Sweeties, aye. You were allowed maybe a quarter for a week. For one book. 

 

Q. Some people would maybe swap that for others, was there a lot of that going on? 

A. Well, there was some folk used to sell their sweetie rations and their clothing coupons. You couldnae 
buy anything without a clothing coupon. 

 

Q. Can you remember any evacuees? 

A. No, no, we hadnae any evacuees round about us, no. 

 

Q. What about soldiers, can you remember the soldiers? 

A. Well, the Poles came to Larkhall, and Italians but they were well kept back from us. I mean, they were 
kept out in the wilds. 
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1920 Shop Worker; Office Work, Bookkeeper; Wireless Operator in World War Two 
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Transcribed by Jayne Stephenson 
 

Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1920, the second of January. 

 

Q. And where were you born? 

A. In Paisley. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. I think I was three and my brother was six weeks old when we left and went to America to my 
grandparents. 

 

Q. I see. Did you just have one brother or did you have others? 

A. No, one. There were just the two of us. 

 

Q. He was your younger brother? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So, how long did you stay in America then? 

A. Oh well I went there when I was three, I think, and I came back when I was about fourteen or more. My 
grandparents and all my mother's family were still in America. They had emigrated there before us and 
then my mother wanted to go because the family were all there. So that was, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was that for work reasons that your family, your grandparents, had gone over there before? 

A. No, I think they had relations, my great uncle had gone to America and he was my grandmother's 
brother and he had sort of arranged once he had settled there and his family, he wanted all of us to go! 
So we just all followed, gradually. 

 

Q. Right, when you came back when you were fourteen then, was that back to Paisley? 

A. That was Paisley. 

 

Q. Now. What was your father's job? 

A. My father was a baker. 

 

Q. Was that all his life? 

A. No, he was British Army in the Royal Scots Greys. He was in that for a long time. 

 

Q. So did he do that in Paisley? 

A. His parents died when the family were young and it was, <..pause..> He at least went into the Greys. One 
of his ancestors had been in the Royal Scots Greys at the Battle of Waterloo and he wasn't going into 
any other regiment. (laughs) 

 

Q. I see. Right, so was he a baker in Paisley? 

A. Yes, well he had his own bakery in; well one at a time. In America wherever we were in the States he 
had a bakery but it wasn't his own bakery here when we came back and apart from that I don't think; 
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he'd bake for us but I don't think he did so much. <..pause..> To some of the bakers he would go and work 
with round here. But it had been his own when we were in Detroit. 

 

Q. So what about your mother did she work before she got married? 

A. Emm, <..pause..> yes she worked but it would be a long, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did she ever work after she got married at all? 

A. It was in one of the places here that she had worked when she was young. In the, <..pause..> oh what do 
you call it? 

 

Q. What type of work did she do? 

A. It was the, <..pause..> the 'carpet field' it was called. It was the mills in Elderslie where all the big carpets, 
the really big carpets, were made. But they really had the run of all the carpets. Those mills sold them 
all over the world 'cause those were the really good carpets. Because they went out from Elderslie, 
where the mills were. 

 

Q. So did she ever work after she got married and had you? 

A. No, no never after my brother and myself, I was the elder. 

 

Q. So, did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Yes, they went to church in Paisley from we came back here. But we lived in America for a long time 
where my grandparents were. 

 

Q. What denomination were your parents? 

A. Presbyterian. That was usual in Scotland! (laughs) 

 

Q. Did they ever take an interest in politics at all? 

A. What running for things? 

 

Q. Well, any interest at all? 

A. Oh yes, course they would, well anything that was, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What about political party though, do you know what party they would vote for? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> I don't think they had time for that sort of thing and they didn't, <..pause..> we didn't vote in 
the States because we weren't born there. 

 

Q. But when they came back you don't know who they voted for? 

A. Oh here, <..pause..> yes, it would, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Labour or Conservative? 

A. The Conservatives it was. 

 

Q. Did your parents have any hobbies at all? Their spare time, what would they do? 

A. Spare time! They didn't have much spare time. All the time we were in eh, <..pause..> Detroit, my father 
had his own bakery. And then when we did come back here, times were very bad at that time. 

 

Q. Was your mother in The Women's Guild or any Church Organizations or things like that? 

A. Not in The Women's Guild. She'd go into the church but she had the two of us to look after and my 
father had the bakery and such likes, in different places, wherever we moved to. Wherever there was 
work, you went. 

 

Q. Did your father work on a Sunday as well? 
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A. On a Sunday? No, well most of them didn't work on Sundays in any case. 

 

Q. What would you do on a Sunday then? 

A. Go to church, which was usual. 

 

Q. Walks? Go for walks? 

A. Oh yes, yes we did a lot of walking when we came back at first. My father was making sure we knew 
what Scotland was and where Paisley was! 

 

Q. Now, your house then that you lived in? 

A. That was in Paisley, in ******side Street. 

 

Q. Can you remember anything about it then? 

A. Yes I can remember, was it my mother? <..pause..> She had my brother in her arms and the next thing I 
got was he wet all down and I was so busy saying, “That dirty baby!” (laughs) That's the sort of thing 
that I remember. And little, <..pause..> and then things later when we went to America. 

 

Q. Right, your first house that you remember living in, in America what was it like then? How many rooms 
did it have? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> I don't remember just, <..pause..> It was my grandmother's we went to. <..pause..> 

 

Q. You were staying with her, right? 

A. <..pause..> When we went over and then we moved on to Detroit. It was Boston, Massachusetts that she 
was in. But when we went, we went towards Detroit, Michigan. 

 

Q. And what sort of house did you get there? 

A. Well, <..pause..> just the usual houses that were there. They were biggish houses. My grandmother's was 
a big house in Boston. 

 

Q. Did they have inside toilets, bathrooms and those sort of things? 

A. Oh yes all 'mod cons', they were in it. But, <..pause..> wherever, <..pause..> things were very bad. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Things were very bad in Paisley? 

A. No, it wasn't for that reason. It was my great uncle who, <..pause..> they were all Campbells from Argyll 
and it was my great uncle who decided to go over and he took his mother and the sisters, I think. Uh-
huh, my great uncle, my grandmother's brother, it was he who had gone to America first, a good long 
while before. Then he got my grandmother to go, his sister. And then of course when my grandmother 
went then my mother wanted to go. So my father said alright. 

 

Q. So what made you come back, do you know why you came back? 

A. Yes, the Depression. 

 

Q. It was? 

A. Yes, the Depression in the States. My grandparents stayed there but as my father was regular army, 
the Royal Scots Greys, the cavalry and, <..pause..> It was he who, <..pause..> he didn't want to be living off 
the rest of the family. And he had said well he had fought long enough in the British Army that if 
anybody was going to help it should be them, not America. So that's why we came back. I went over 
once afterwards, you know after my parents had gone. I went over and visited my cousins. They're all 
Campbells. 

 

Q. Now, in the house did your mother always do all the housework herself? Did she ever employ anybody 
to help her? 

A. No, no. My father was a baker in any case and he would get in and do it. 
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Q. Oh, he would help out as well? 

A. Oh yes, look after us and all the rest of it. 

 

Q. Oh, he did that, too? 

A. He did. He would take us out or anything that was needed. 

 

Q. What about yourself, did you have jobs to do around the house when you, you were a child? 

A. In the house, no, not really. 

 

Q. You didn't have set tasks to do or anything? 

A. No, but we got helping with things. 

 

Q. How what kind of meals, food did you have? 

A. The same as you would have here because my father was a baker and he was Scottish! (laughs) 

 

Q. Of course, yes. What about meat and things like that? 

A. Oh yes, they were very good, they had very good meat there. 

 

Q. Plentiful was it? 

A. Oh yes, and as I say apart from that the whole family was over, all the, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So it was still British food as such? 

A. It was Campbell, that's my middle name, Campbell. But it was my great uncle that was the Campbell, 
<..pause..> and everybody, <..pause..> he looked after everyone. It was he who kept getting one and 
another to go over. 

 

Q. How what about shopping then when you were in America was it little local shops? 

A. Some places, in the small places there would be local shops. But the other places were huge shops, 
really big; Jordan Mash's and these sort of places. If you were going for clothes or for furniture or 
anything of that sort you'd go in, right into the city of Boston. But then we went away beyond Boston 
such likes that, <..pause..> We travelled around a lot more than any of the rest of them did. 

 

Q. Right, now did you celebrate special occasions when you were a child like birthdays, Christmas, 
Hogmanay and these sort of things? Were these always celebrated? 

A. Oh yes, yes. We always, <..pause..> 'cause the family, <..pause..> if we were near my mother's family, if we 
were near them in any way, we were all there. And if not, sometimes we were away over the other side 
of America nearly. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you get presents and cards and things like that? 

A. Oh yes, yes, it's not any different from here as far as things like that were concerned. Christmas trees 
and all the rest of it. It's really not, <..pause..> the people who had gone in those days they were all 
Scottish. An awful lot of them were Scottish people so they did whatever suited. And there were other 
nationalities too, there were a lot of Italians, Germans and all such likes. I've got German relatives, 
'cause one aunt married a German. And there's all this mixture in a way and yet they're all family. 

 

Q. Now you were saying your father was very good with you as children? 

A. Oh, yes. 

 

Q. So I take it your parents would play games with you and participate in your playing? 

A. Yes, yes, uh-huh. 
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Q. Did you have books to read at home? 

A. Yes, we had, <..pause..> my father had a whole lot of Encyclopedia Brittannica and all the rest, and we 
had all these. And every time there was something at school and if it was something you didn't quite 
understand well I'd come home and tell them what they had been talking about and he would explain it 
all. But that was when we were younger and of course as you got older you knew what he would say 
more or less because, <..pause..> Oh no he always helped us. 

 

Q. Now I take it you would be out visiting your relations as often as you could if you were near enough to 
see them? 

A. Oh yes, well in Boston, when we were in Boston they were all there. It was all Campbells. We were 
visiting, <..pause..> we saw them regularly. Then we moved away out to Michigan and when we were in 
Michigan the family, my mother's family were still in Boston. They're still there 'til this day! (laughs) And 
we didn't, <..pause..> I mean we weren't running to visit them. But we were visiting other Scottish people 
who were in Detroit and things like that. 

 

Q. So was that like friends and that as well? 

A. Well, friends that you made. 

 

Q. Uh-huh. So was that quite an outing would you say when you were a child? Did you look forward to 
that? 

A. What to going out? Ah, we were always out and wherever my mother and father went, we went, that we 
weren't left with somebody else or that. It was always a case that we all went, my mother and father and 
my brother and myself. 

 

Q. Do you ever remember a wedding, going to a wedding when you were tiny? 

A. Yes, uh-huh, yes. 

 

Q. Can you describe it, that would be in America of course? 

A. Just the same as here. They were all, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Would it be in the church? 

A. <..pause..> Scottish. Yes, it was in the church. And it didn't matter where, what part of the country or 
anything like that. Well, we went to the Protestant Church but there were ones in the family, <..pause..> 
One of my aunts had married a, <..pause..> he was a Catholic and I think he turned Protestant because 
she was wanting to stay at the same church. And as I say all these different things and it made no one 
bit of difference. And there were as many different nationalities when it finished up with the family and 
that never made any difference because every single one of them, <..pause..> One uncle married a 
Jewess, my aunt, and we always had great fun with her when we were little. But I mean none of these 
things mattered and we'd go away out with her. I mean it didn't matter who it was in the family, if it was 
your family that was alright. Somebody in the family taking you out, that was alright. As I say those are 
long years ago because I wasn't so very old. 

 

Q. Your Sundays you were saying you went to church and you would walk on Sunday? 

A. Yes, because we were near enough in Boston, Massachusetts. The church was near. 

 

Q. But you would go for walks? 

A. Oh yes we would go for walks. 

 

Q. Would you be allowed to play outside on Sundays? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. You know how a lot of places here they didn't like children playing outside? 

A. No, but I don't think, <..pause..> they didn't, <..pause..> nobody stopped them from playing. 
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Q. Did you have things like The Band of Hope or Socialist Sunday School or things like that? 

A. There were things like that, The Band of Hope. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you go to them yourself? 

A. No, but I can remember my mother telling, <..pause..> she talked about it from here. And then when we 
did get there it was really the church we went to it was, <..pause..> a big church. And my uncle, my great 
uncle, was eh, <..pause..> he was the person who was always in charge of everything. (Iaughs) 

 

Q. Did you have a Sunday School? 

A. Yes, uh-huh, just exactly the same as you have here. I mean it wasn't anything, <..pause..> life wasn't 
really any different. If somebody had picked us up from Boston and taken us back here right away you 
wouldn't have, <..pause..> as far as that sort of, the church was concerned and that, it wouldn't have been 
any different from the churches here, irrespective of which. They were all more or less the same apart 
from the fact that I had a Jewish aunt and I had Catholic cousins. And it never made any difference that 
you played with all the different nationalities and religions, you all played together, which I think is an 
awful lot better because there wasn't any of this sort of, <..pause..> When I came back here I noticed it 
more, not as I say a lot, but they were more conscious here of which they were. But nobody seemed to 
care there, what they were. They were people and if they were friendly that was alright. It didn't matter 
what it was. 

 

Q. Now what kind of games did you play as a child? 

A. Same as you would here Hopscotch and jumping. 

 

Q. Skipping Ropes? 

A. Uh-huh and these sort of things, it was just the same. There's really nothing that's really different, 
completely. 

 

Q. Did you join any Youth Organizations like Guides or Brownies? 

A. There were some things but we moved too often and I didn't sort of join. I went to the things at the 
church and that sort of thing but I didn't actually join. I think I went once or twice to Brownies or 
something but as I say we were always either visiting the, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you have any outings through Sunday School or that? 

A. Oh yes, yes. 

 

Q. What was that like? What would happen there? 

A. Just exactly the same as here. This is where I think people here, think, everything's different but at that 
time, at least, it wasn't different because the people were just the people who had come from here. 

 

Q. What would you do at a Sunday School outing, would you just go a picnic somewhere? 

A. Picnics yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Would you walk or would you have transport? 

A. Well, very often we would walk places, if it wasn't too far for the young ones they would walk us. But 
otherwise we were taken, either somebody came with their car or something or other. I mean we were 
in the middle of Detroit at one time so I mean cars were there. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Quite common there? 

A. Oh yes because we lived in Detroit. 

 

Q. Did you go to the pictures or theatre or concerts? 

A. Yes, my mother used to take us when my father was busy. If he was baking in the shop, she'd take the 
two of us, my brother and I eh, <..pause..> just to the movies, you know the things they would do for the 
kids. 



 1391

 

Q. What about concerts, were there concerts? 

A. Oh there would be concerts, yes, they did have concerts and things like that. 

 

Q. Did you get pocket money when you were a child? 

A. No, we didn't. That was something my mother didn't, <..pause..> Well we had, my father was a baker and 
you always had cakes in the house and things like that. 

 

Q. Would you ever go to the pictures or that yourself? I was going to say would you get pocket money 
then? 

A. No, because the roads were much bigger than the roads here were and things like that. No, she would 
take us if it was something suitable. You didn't get going if it wasn't suitable! (laughs) 

 

Q. Now, your schooldays, then. So what age did you start school? 

A. I started at kindergarten in Boston, Massachusetts. 

 

Q. What age were you then? 

A. Oh well, I couldn't be very old. I might have been about, maybe five or something like that but I'm not 
sure about that. 

 

Q. So what type of school was that then, was that a Primary School? 

A. It was a Primary School, The Benjamin Dean. There was a man called, in America, called Benjamin 
Dean who was history. Well the school was the Benjamin Dean. <..pause..> 

 

Q. So what age did that take you up to then, school itself? What age? You started at five and, <..pause..> 

A. I started at five at the kindergarten and then you went on to the next, as you got a little older, you went 
up the scale a bit. But eh, <..pause..> and eventually if you, <..pause..> when you got through the classes 
you could go to High School and such likes. They had High School after the other. There was like the 
Primary that you have here and then the rest of the classes that you would normally have here. Well, 
they had them, maybe slightly different from what you were using here but still more or less. <..pause..> 

 

Q. To go to the High School then, did you have to sit a Qualifying Exam like you would have had to have 
done here at that time? 

A. Not called a Qualifying Exam but you were sitting some exams. But I don't know whether it was actually 
necessary that you, <..pause..> but you had to pass exams anyway, so it was bound to go up the way. 

 

Q. Do you know what age you would be then to go onto High School stage? Would you be about twelve 
maybe? 

A. No, no you wouldn't go to High School at twelve. You'd be something about the fifteen or something like 
that to go, or sixteen. Most of them were roundabout that. 

 

Q. What did you think of school yourself then? 

A. What did I think of it? I enjoyed it. 

 

Q. What sort of subjects did you get? 

A. Just the usual sort of subjects you usually get, History, Geography and all the other. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was it Reading, Writing; the three ‘R's’? 

A. Well it was Reading and Writing and it was 'push, pulls and ovals'! Well the three 'R's' as you say, well 
they didn't call it that you just, <..pause..> you were taught the alphabet and all the numerals. But the 
'push, pulls and ovals' was writing because you had to do so many 'push, pulls' to, <..pause..> because 
everything had to be done by your hand. You know how people here nearly drew their writing? Well, 
they didn't, it had to be 'push, pulls and ovals' and you did your 'push, pulls' up and down and then your 
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'ovals' you had the next bit of paper you had to, <..pause..> it was to make your hands do the thing, I 
mean you could do it nearly without looking. 

 

Q. Did they mind if you were right-handed or left-handed? 

A. No, you did which, if they were left-handed they were left-handed, but as long as they could do their 
'push, pulls and ovals'. That was what it was, what they called it, 'push, pulls and ovals'. And you just 
started off and you went up and down and up and down on the same spot and then you had to do your 
ovals on the same spot. Well it was to make you use your hands that way, not as so many children 
seem to do, they'd get hold of the pencil and they hung on to the pencil like this and there was no flow, 
that's what I'm trying to think of. That's right, that was why they did these 'push, pulls and ovals'. The 
'push, pulls’ and then you had to do the 'ovals' to make you use your hand like that and not like this as 
some of them do. 

 

Q. What were your school hours? 

A. They would just be the same sort of hours as we have here because it didn't make any great difference 
to me when I came. 

 

Q. So did you have a uniform at your school? 

A. No, no uniforms at all. You wore your clothes or whatever, it didn't matter what kind they were. 

 

Q. Now, you came back when you were fourteen then. Did you go into work when you came back to 
Paisley then or did you go back to school? 

A. No, I went back to Camphill School. Do you know it at all? Do you not know Paisley? It's in Paisley. 

 

Q. Is that a High School? 

A. Yes, and it was up on the hill at Paisley, but eh that's where, <..pause..> I went straight in and my father 
took me up and they weren't going to take me because I was older than; I mean I was fourteen and they 
were taking them, I think they normally took them when they were younger, they didn't produce 
somebody at fourteen. However, I think my father was a Mason and apparently the teacher who was in 
charge of the whole place, he must have been a Mason too, because I was in without anything at all. 
They looked at my, <..pause..> I had all my papers with me and they did look through them. 

 

Q. So how did your education go from then on, were you specializing in something, <..pause..> or did you 
just sit exams? 

A. No I went, <..pause..> I came out after, <..pause..> 

 

Q. How long were you there? 

A. In Camphill? I don't know, I must have been about thirteen or something like that, I came out. <..pause..> 

 

Q. You went in when you were fourteen? <..pause..> 

A. I can't remember whether it was fourteen. It's a long time. I stayed in Camphill as long as I was 
supposed to be in it. 

 

Q. So did you come out of school then with any qualifications of any type? 

A. Well I went to night school. I did a whole lot, quite a number of courses. 

 

Q. What kind of courses? 

A. I did French, I went for French. 

 

Q. Languages? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Secretarial work, no? 
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A. What I did when I came out of school? I did, yes, I worked. I worked for an old marketing board latterly. 

 

Q. When you first came out of school then, what did you do when you left school completely? 

A. When I left school completely I went and got myself a job, and I went to night school at the same time. 

 

Q. So what was your first job then? 

A. I can't even remember! The very first job, oh, I think I was a, <..pause..> It was somebody my father knew 
and he wanted a, <..pause..> It wasn't a job that I would normally have taken, but I went and worked there 
for a little while. 

 

Q. What was it? Was it in a factory or something, or a mill or office worker? 

A. It wasn't office work, the office work I did, <..pause..> 

 

Q. <..pause..> When you were going to the night school uh-huh? 

A. <..pause..> Uh-huh. But he had, <..pause..> they were friends of the family. And he thought he was doing a 
good thing. 

 

Q. Was that in a bakery then? 

A. No, it wasn't a bakery, it was a shop though. 

 

Q. A grocer's shop or something? 

A. No, it wasn't a grocers, it was eh, <..pause..> I think it was to do with chairs, you know, I mean furniture. 
And I didn't want to stay there but I didn't want to hurt his feelings, so I stayed for a bit anyway but I got 
myself out of it and into another job because I didn't want that. I really wanted the bookwork. 

 

Q. Can you remember anything about that job then? The hours or the wages or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh the wages were, I mean they were next to nothing. But then that's a long time ago. 

 

Q. What did you do with your wages, did you keep them yourself or? <..pause..> 

A. No, no. Because things were bad in those days. 

 

Q. Did you give them to your mother? 

A. Yes, and it was, <..pause..> because sometimes it was hard for dad to get work even. He was doing all 
sorts of things. 

 

Q. So you got out of that furniture shop then and you went into office work then? 

A. Office work, that's right, after that. 

 

Q. Where was that? Was that in Paisley? 

A. It was in Paisley, sort of along the main road. I can't just remember. 

 

Q. What type of work was that? Bookkeeping or Typing? 

A. Bookkeeping, no it was bookkeeping I did. 

 

Q. And did you learn that at night school? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember your hours or wages in that job? 

A. Not very much in any of them, because things, <..pause..> there had been all that depression and things 
for everybody. It wasn't easy for people in those days. I take it that's what you are trying to find out. How 
things were in those years. 

 



 1394

Q. Mm hmm. Now, The Second World War, 1939, what were you doing when it started then? 

A. I was in the army. Oh, when it actually started I was doing bookkeeping but it wasn't long before I went 
into the army, and that was me for the rest of the war. I was down in England and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was that your choice? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. My father was regular army! 

 

Q. So what did you do in the army then? 

A. I was a wireless operator in the, <..pause..> I was taking Morse from whatever was coming over, the 
earphones on. I was taking German, I was taking Italian, I was taking everything. (laughs) I can't 
remember them all! But it didn't matter. I could really read, I don't mean better than the others but I 
mean I had the advantage that my father had been a wireless operator and he would, <..pause..> Early, 
when the war started and I had decided that I would prefer to go into the 'wireless', he taught me. So 
that I had a bit of an advantage, more than the others had. That was what I'd wanted to do. 

 

Q. That was what you wanted to do, the wireless operator? 

A. Yes. My brother was a wireless operator, he's younger, well younger than I am. 

 

Q. So, were you permanently based in England then. You didn't go abroad or anything? 

A. No, I didn't go abroad. I was down in England because at that time they were trying to find wireless 
operators. I didn't know that at the beginning, but they actually were trying to find them and then it was a 
case of teaching them. Well, I mean I could do all the Morse Code at that time but there were a whole 
lot of other things, because it was the War Office Y Group that went into, <..pause..> and they were, I 
mean that was definitely all that was going on because often you knew things before anybody in the 
normal way would know anything about it, and things you knew that you didn't talk about at all. There 
was the odd one that would say things, but not, <..pause..> very, very rarely because it didn't do. I mean 
that was all secret as far as they were concerned but I didn't mind doing, <..pause..> I really enjoyed doing 
the wireless. 

 

Q. So where were the army barracks that you lived in at the time then? 

A. At the beginning we were in army barracks, and then we were moved because the whole unit; it was 
round about Loughborough, Leicestershire, that they took us and well that was me in Leicestershire for 
quite some time. And then later they changed again and we moved elsewhere, I can't remember where. 

 

Q. What were your quarters like? 

A. In one of the places we were in homes, people’s homes. They would take a few of us or something like 
that. In other places it was the barracks and I mean none of us could complain, because we were well 
looked after in the barracks. 

 

Q. Do you remember anything about your salary then? 

A. You didn't have any salary! (laughs) I got the usual, the salary for doing the Morse. We had a pay, you 
went up and got your pay. I had it sent home. 

 

Q. Did you not keep spending money for yourself for anything? 

A. I think it was worked that, <..pause..> We didn't have much money, none of us. You know people now talk 
about money, but there wasn't a lot of it, but we did have some and the friend that I, when I first went in, 
Kath Blake was one of the girls that was there when I first went into the army. We'd just all come in this 
unit, put into this unit because we were all new, we'd passed everything but we'd only just started. And 
she lived down in Enfield, and she took me home every time we had a short leave to her parents and 
that was how we did things. Otherwise if I, <..pause..> I only got about maybe four passes, if I had that, in 
a year. 

 

Q. How long would those passes be? 

A. The pass would allow you to get, well, <..pause..> 
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Q. A day or two days? 

A. No, they made, with me they usually made sure I had one that I could stay for a few days anyway, 
because it was too far. With the likes of me and the other Scots they would try. <..pause..> Not really very 
long and then of course you would have to start back again. Sometimes it was hitchhiking and 
sometimes, if there were two of us we would hitchhike, but you wouldn't do it on your own. 

 

Q. Did you have set hours then? Was it a nine to five, Monday to Friday type of thing? 

A. No. No, it was a, <..pause..> you were there all the time. You lived more or less, you lived near the 
premises anyway. And as I say you were more or less living in the billets all the time. It was long huts, 
you know the big huts, well we were all in the huts. If somebody said something at one corner, 
everybody could hear it! (laughs) And everybody knew, that was one thing, they always tended to help 
one another which was nice. 

 

Q. Who was in charge of you all? 

A. It was one of the officers. They were women officers and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was she quite fair, did you all get on with her? 

A. Oh yes, they were all good. I mean we hadn't any complaints, I don't know about other units, but I know 
as far as our unit was concerned we were all quite happy because they were thoughtful into the bargain. 
And one of them took me, oh she took me quite a distance to make sure that I would get to the place to 
see, I think I was getting seeing my brother, and she drove me all the way down and back to make sure 
I could get seeing him. They did things like that. No, our officers were very good. 

 

Q. So what was social life like for you then? 

A. Well we had made friends when we were in Loughborough. My friend, the one that took me home to 
Enfield, well, she took me home to her place every time we had, to her parents, every time we had a 
short leave. I went with Kath down to Enfield. 

 

Q. So did you go out at nights or that then? 

A. Oh yes, roundabout camp area. You went roundabout, and there were, <..pause..> what did you call 
them? <..pause..> They put them up during the war, sort of thing. Where you could get something to eat 
and, <..pause..> I mean they weren't the type of place the normal person would be going in and out, but it 
was for the forces that we could all get into one of these. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was it a tent or a hut or? <..pause..> 

A. No. No, it was like walking into a shop sort of thing, in a way. Not exactly the shop idea, but you could 
buy things or something like that or we had the guards with us for, oh I forget how long. 

 

Q. So would it be like a café sort of thing? 

A. Yes, it was cafés that were round about. And we had the guards, and we had, oh, other regiments and 
suchlike and we all just went in, uh-huh. Just for tea! (laughs) Well, tea and coffee. There was a crowd 
of them and they went away to Egypt I think, afterwards, shortly after. They were always 'The Crowd'. It 
was nice because it was just, you were always just laughing and talking about silly things, you know. 

 

Q. Did you have dances and things like that? 

A. We did. They did have some, yes. But that was right at the beginning that I was, you know, we met this 
crowd. They weren't a crowd; there was about five or six of them I think, and there was only four of us 
and we'd only just gone into the army and that was when one of them made up a piece of poetry about, 
what was it? Oh, he'd made up this piece of poetry and it was something about each of us. There was 
only three of us girls and they were the Horse Guards, and they'd say Kath, <..pause..> and Kath couldn't 
stand things that were you know, sort of slithery or anything like this and they made up poetry about 
this! (laughs) And me and my, <..pause..> I forget what it was now. And the eldest of the three of us, she 
was little, I wasn't big but she was smaller than the rest. One of the boys had made up this piece of 
poetry, I had it for a long time but I don't know where I put it. But it was really funny. 

 

Q. So what happened then when the war came to an end, what did you do then? 
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A. Oh when it came to an end you went home, but I've always kept up with, at least I have until this, when I 
haven't been feeling so great. 

 

Q. So what did you do when you went home? 

A. Oh when I went home? Oh well I went back to - they had kept, they were supposed to keep your, 
<..pause..> well not your job, but to give you a job, which they did do. 

 

Q. So you went back to the bookkeeping? 

A. I went back to it, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And how long did you stay at that bookkeeping then? 

A. Oh 'til the next thing came! (laughs) 

 

Q. What was the next thing then, was it another bookkeeping job? 

A. I did do bookkeeping and then I was, <..pause..> I worked for quite a long while with the old Laird at 
Houston. I was working at Houston, my aunt and uncle lived in Houston anyway. 

 

Q. So you went back to America for? <..pause..> 

A. No, this was Houston here! (laughs) Round about in Renfrewshire, but the old Laird of Houston, he 
owned all the property and I finished up a long while afterwards. My aunt and uncle lived near where the 
old Laird was and that was where I worked for him, at Houston. 

 

Q. What was that as? 

A. That was bookkeeping I was doing in there, but when I was, <..pause..> when I was retiring, <..pause..> I 
retired from there and I didn't really go round to getting a lot of jobs after that. 

 

Q. So were you living on your own by that time? 

A. No, my mother and father were, <..pause..> they were alive then. 

 

Q. So you were living in the family home then? 

A. Mm hmm. I just can't remember just how long it is now. My brother's still about. He and his family, and 
my niece always comes up to see me periodically and she attends to all the, you know, cash wise and 
suchlike. 

 

Q. Thank you very much. 
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Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1920. 

 

Q. And where were you born? 

A. Plean. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. <..pause..> Now I lived there until after the War. My husband came home in '44. 

 

Q. Did you have any brothers or sisters? 

A. I had two sisters and two brothers. 

 

Q. And were you older or younger or in between? 

A. Well both boys died in infancy. One sister died when she was twenty-six of tuberculosis, which left only 
one sister and myself. 

 

Q. And were you younger or older? 

A. Older. 

 

Q. Do you know how old your parents would be when you were born? Can you remember? 

A. <..pause..> It's dreadful, I can't even think. 

 

Q. That's alright. 

A. Well my mother was seventy-eight when she died, my father was sixty-six when he died. I was thirty-
seven, <..pause..> now, is that twenty-nine would he be? 

 

Q. Yes, I think that's right. 

A. About twenty-nine my father would be, my mother was three years younger so she would be twenty-six. 

 

Q. And what was your father's job? 

A. He was a miner. 

 

Q. Did your mother work before she got married? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you know what she did? 

A. Originally I think in Service, and latterly in a coach hiring business, <..pause..> owned by her eldest 
brother's mother-in-law. (laughs) 

 

Q. So did she work after she had the children? 

A. No. 
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Q. No? 

A. Never worked. Oh I beg your pardon, she did, she was in munitions during the war years. 

 

Q. And were you little at that time were you? 

A. No, I wasn't born 'til after the war, 'til two years after the war. 

 

Q. Were there any ones at all born at that stage, that she had to get? <..pause..> 

A. My eldest sister was born pre-war. 

 

Q. Did she have somebody to look after her or did she? <..pause..> 

A. Yes but they were never wanting with the relatives in those days who were only too willing to look after 
family. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Not regularly. 

 

Q. Do you know what. denomination they would be? 

A. Protestant. 

 

Q. What about politics? Did they take an interest in politics? 

A. Yes, my father did. 

 

Q. Was he involved? <..pause..> 

A. Not actively, but avidly. 

 

Q. Do you know what party he voted for? 

A. Well as I gathered during family discussions, I got the impression that, <..pause..> it was quite common in 
the early days, in their early days of voting to vote Conservative, but latterly, post-war, not latterly, but 
post-war, Socialism and the Labour Party grew in strength and they were eventually converted. But the 
Conservative vote was done through fear. 

 

Q. And did your mother and father vote for the same party? Do you know if they differed at all in their 
views? 

A. I would think so. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever have any spare time? Would you know what they would do in their spare time if 
they had any? 

A. Yes, my father was an avid reader, that's what he did in his spare time. My mother of course was a 
housewife and of course when you have a family there's always plenty to do. And mending, lots of 
mending in those days to be done and there was the usual village activities, Church Guilds, Women's 
Guild. 

 

Q. What about sport? Were there any opportunities for them to be involved in sport at all? 

A. Oh there was juvenile football which my father was very much involved with. 

 

Q. Now, first the house that you remember, do you have any memories of it? Could you describe it to me? 
How many rooms, the furniture, that sort of thing. 

A. It was a normal miner’s row house. Well, when I say normal, I don't know whether it applied in every 
village. But we were comparatively lucky in the fact that we had our own door, own toilet, own hallway. 
There was no shared access, it was a private access. Two rooms only but large with three fairly big 
recess beds but if the family was not too big it was ample accommodation, with running water. 
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Q. Did anybody besides your brothers, sisters and your parents share the house with you at any time? Did 
you ever have your mother take in any lodgers or relatives? No? 

A. Never, never. 

 

Q. Did your mother always do the housework herself? 

A. Yes, apart from childbirth when the neighbours all helped. 

 

Q. The neighbours? 

A. Neighbours always helped during confinements. One did the washing, one did the housework, one did 
the shopping. But always community spirit during illness and confinements. 

 

Q. And your father, was he quite good at helping your mother about the house or with the children? 

A. No, typical male. The attitude in those days, men, they had to work hard, they had to work extremely 
hard. 

 

Q. Would he ever look after you and your brothers and sisters maybe to give your mother a break, that sort 
of thing? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. And what about yourselves, your brothers and sisters and yourself, did you do jobs around the house? 
Did you have set tasks or anything like that? 

A. Oh, absolutely. 

 

Q. Can you describe them? 

A. Yes, each task was laid down. Cutlery had to be cleaned regularly, there was a day for cleaning cutlery, 
there was a day for doing the brasses, and there was a day of course for ironing. These were the jobs 
that were allocated to family. 

 

Q. Now, did you have one brother? 

A. Two brothers. 

 

Q. But they died in? <..pause..> 

A. But they died very young. 

 

Q. Very young? I was going to ask if they had any different tasks to do from yourself? 

A. No, no, they died very young. 

 

Q. Now, after you left school, to jump on a bit for the moment, did you still continue doing all these tasks at 
home? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. You did? 

A. In the evening. 

 

Q. Now meals. What kind of meals did you have as a child at meal times? 

A. Predominately homemade soup with a good beef basis. Mince, potatoes, vegetables, followed by sago, 
custard, semolina. 

 

Q. What about breakfast, what was the? <..pause..> 

A. Breakfast. Toast and tea and a boiled egg. 

 

Q. Did you have anything favourite at that time? 
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A. Any? 

 

Q. Any favourite meals? 

A. I don't think so, I enjoyed eating and I ate most things. 

 

Q. Just ate what was put down in front of you? 

A. Quite. 

 

Q. Did your mother eat well or was it the case that she would make sure everybody had and then herself 
last? 

A. Well it was normal these days as I said before fathers had to work extremely hard, long hours and very 
hard work and they of course got the first of every meal and the most of every meal and after it was 
equally divided. 

 

Q. Where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. Oh, the local Co-Op. 

 

Q. There was a Co-Op? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

 

Q. And did they get most things there? 

A. Everything. 

 

Q. Everything? What about clothes and? <..pause..> 

A. Clothes as well, yes. 

 

Q. Shoes? That sort of thing? 

A. Yes, footwear. 

 

Q. Who would do the shopping? Your mother or father or both or? <..pause..> 

A. No, mother only. 

 

Q. And did the children go? 

A. The important shopping she did, but for ordinary every day. <..pause..> See, shopping in those days was 
more a day to day basis as money gradually got less during the week. It was done on a day to day 
basis and the purchases were made according to what was on hand and we were sent for the 
messages. 

 

Q. Now, special occasions. Birthdays, Christmas, Easter, New Year, were they always celebrated when 
you were little? 

A. Not birthdays. 

 

Q. Not birthdays? 

A. No, because funds in those days didn't rise to birthdays, but Christmas, always, yes, and a pantomime. 
There was always provisions made earlier on to take us to a pantomime at Christmas. 

 

Q. And where would the pantomime be, in the village or in town? 

A. Well of course we came in to Stirling, to The Alhambra in Stirling in the beginning and when The 
Alhambra closed for pantomimes it was wherever one was available and finances were available, how 
far we could travel. 

 

Q. How was that part of your sort of present? You know, did you get presents along with your outing? 
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A. Oh yes, mm-hmm, that was a special treat for Christmas. 

 

Q. Christmas Day, meal-wise, was there a special meal on Christmas Day? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. New Year? 

A. Yes, there was always a special, <..pause..> which again was the traditional Scottish soup, steak pie, 
potatoes and trifle. 

 

Q. Now, did your parents ever play games with you, either indoor or outdoor? Did they ever participate in? 
<..pause..> 

A. Oh yes, it was quite common in villages for parents to come if you were playing skipping or a game of 
cricket which they didn't have the required stakes, for, I don't know how you would describe that, but 
what we did was chalk cricket on an outdoor, <..pause..> Well, the coal cellars were outside and we would 
chalk that and use a stake of some kind, improvise and play cricket and the odd game of football. But it 
wasn't uncommon for parents to join in. 

 

Q. Mums and dads? 

A. Yes, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. Now, you've already said your father was a great reader? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Presumably you had a lot of books at home? 

A. He did, yes. 

 

Q. What about yourself, the children, were there lots of books for you too? 

A. Well we didn't have a great deal of children’s books, they were handed down. They were kept and of 
course we won prizes and we had these and there were the three of us you see so we had quite a 
collection of children’s books. In fact, I've some yet. 

 

Q. What about the library, was there any? <..pause..> 

A. But not for children, for grown ups and of course my father got quite a lot there in the library. Once a 
week I think it was opened and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you get any newspapers or magazines at that time? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Were you ever taken out visiting neighbours, friends, relations as a sort of outing? Was that quite a 
common activity? 

A. Yes, my mother had a sister who lived in, <..pause..> I don't know whether it would be a village called 
B******, but I know we had to go to Glasgow and then travel from there, from Glasgow there. That was a 
special outing. 

 

Q. And would that just be a day trip type thing? 

A. Yes, yes, and my father still had relatives, a brother, in Ayrshire and that would probably be a week. We 
would visit for a week during the school holidays, to his brother in Ayrshire. 

 

Q. And did the whole family go or did your father have to stay home and work or? <..pause..>  

A. No, it was during my father's holiday. 

 

Q. Do you know if he got paid holidays? 

A. Unpaid. It was what was termed idle time, rather than holiday time. 
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Q. And what would he get? A week in the year or? <..pause..> 

A. His earnings? 

 

Q. No, I mean the time off. Would he get a week or two weeks time off? 

A. One week. 

 

Q. Just one week in the whole year? 

A. One week, yes, that's right, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. Do you ever remember a wedding in the family when you were small? Were you ever taken to a 
wedding at all? 

A. No, no, because my eldest sister, the one remaining sister did not marry. I was the only one who 
married so there was no family. <..pause..> And when there were family weddings it was mostly just 
parents who were invited. There were too many children. (laughs) 

 

Q. Can you tell me how you would spend a typical Sunday? Did you go to Sunday School or? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, yes. In fact we went to Church Sunday School, came home, had our Sunday meal and went to an 
afternoon Sunday School in the Mission Hall which we termed the Brethren Sunday School. And, in 
early childhood there used to be lantern Lectures in the evening, early evening, which we used to go. 

 

Q. And did you have special clothes, that you had for a Sunday? 

A. Did I? <..pause..> 

 

Q. Have special clothes? 

A. For Sunday? Oh yes, yes. 

 

Q. Did you have to change out of them when you came home or were you allowed to keep them on all day 
type thing? 

A. Oh we were allowed to keep them on all day because invariably we paid, before granny died, we paid 
granny a visit in the neighbouring village. 

 

Q. So that would maybe be part of a Sunday too? Visiting your relatives, that type of thing? 

A. Oh yes, yes. 

 

Q. So would you say religion was quite important to you as a child? 

A. Oh yes, very important. 

 

Q. Now, as a child, who would you play with? Would it be just your own family or neighbour’s children? 

A. No, no, no, it was more, <..pause..> age groups. Each member of the family played with who was in her 
class or his class at school. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever say that you couldn't play with certain children? Or were you allowed to just play 
with whoever you wanted? 

A. Well, in a small village everyone knows everyone else so there was no classification of who is who. 

 

Q. What sort of games did you play? 

A. <..pause..> Well, games were seasonal, or came in phases as they still do today and we had, <..pause..> Of 
course the boy’s games were Girds but my very special chum and I, we always seemed to prefer the 
boy’s games rather than the girl’s games and so we tended to play with those and play with marbles 
and we had Skipping Ropes and of course we used to create concerts. Mary Queen of Scots was a 
favourite play we performed during school holidays. Of course it was all coal-fired and we had no gas, 
cooking was done by fire, coal fires, and we would spend quite a bit of time going to the woods and 
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collecting wood and fetching it home and stacking at a wood pile over the summer holidays for use over 
the winter. And we'd have a picnic while we were there. 

 

Q. So, boys and girls really could, they would sometimes play together or play separately, it didn't really 
matter? 

A. Sometimes, not very common but we did with regard to our plays or concerts and, <..pause..> the boy’s 
games, when they allowed us to play with them. 

 

Q. And did you dress up for your concerts? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. And would you invite people to come and see? 

A. Oh the parents always came to see us. 

 

Q. So, your free time after school and weekends - was that your time? Could you do what you wanted with 
that time or did you have to do your tasks first, then homework and then playtime? 

A. That's right. Homework was always done before you went out to play. 

 

Q. And then any jobs round the house that you had to do? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies, yourself? 

A. <..pause..> I don't think, <..pause..> like my father, I was a reader. 

 

Q. Did you have any pets? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you ever take part in any sports out-with school? 

A. Well the only sports we had were, <..pause..> running different types of races etcetera at Sunday School 
picnics and of course we had the Brownies and the Girl Guides which most village children took part in. 
And we were invited up to the Mine Owner’s Estate grounds at odd times where we held sports with the 
Brownies and Guides. 

 

Q. What about, <..pause..> you've already said Christmas Day you got taken to The Alhambra. Did you go to 
the pictures regularly, you know, when you were little, were you taken quite a lot? 

A. Well, are you referring to childhood or? <..pause..> Well, childhood, of course being in a village again it 
was a visiting cinema which came once a week with a matinée and an evening show for adults and we 
always attended them. 

 

Q. You did? 

A. And the afternoon shows. 

 

Q. And where would that be held? 

A. In the Miner’s Welfare. 

 

Q. Did your parents give you any pocket money when you were little? 

A. Only when they could afford to which would probably be a penny and of course we were given 
admission money for that and church collections. So, that would be about the extent of what we were 
given. 

 

Q. And could you spend it on whatever you wanted? 

A. Oh yes. 
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Q. What did you spend it on? 

A. In sweetie shops. (laughs) 

 

Q. Now, before you started school, were you given any lessons at home? Did your parents ever encourage 
you to read or write? 

A. No. Well of course my father encouraged us to read but I, <..pause..> The first year in the village, first 
year's education at five years old, was in again what we termed The Mission Hall which was The 
Church Hall of course and the school was slightly further away but when you're very young it looks a 
long distance. The in-between sister was only thirteen months older than I was and when she went to 
school I followed her and I appeared every day up at this wee Mission Hall you see. So in despair the 
teacher said, "Well provided you sit quietly, you can sit at the back." So I was fortunate that I had a 
years education before I went to school, (laughing) because I loved it and of course I could count and 
read before I went to school. 

 

Q. And did your parents not mind, no? 

A. Not at all. Well, they were delighted of course. 

 

Q. So you would really start when you were four then rather than five? 

A. That's right, uh-huh. See, life was more informal then where a teacher could make her own decision. 

 

Q. So was that just a year at The Mission Hall and then you went on to some other? <..pause..> 

A. By the time I was five The Mission Hall was closed and we went to the local Primary School. 

 

Q. Was that just called Plean Primary School? 

A. Plean, which is still the same school as it was then. 

 

Q. So presumably you liked school? 

A. I did, yes. 

 

Q. What about the teachers, what were they like? Were they quite strict or? <..pause..> 

A. Strict disciplinarians from the very youngest up to what we termed the Qualifying Class then and, 
<..pause..> children were extremely well behaved at that time. We were taught to respect discipline but if 
on occasion some became a bit outrageous with the use of the belt, the parents would come along and 
lodge a complaint. It was not all that uncommon in those days, and the strap, even on the very youngest 
was used for minor, <..pause..> 

 

Q. I was going to say, what sort of things would you? <..pause..> 

A. Well for instance I think it was class four after which were termed the three very Primary classes and 
went into the fourth class. <..pause..> I'm rather vague on this but you now used pen and ink, not pencil, 
and I had great difficulty with my pen and ink, especially doing homework, I always managed to have at 
least one blot on my homework. Well, periodically the headmaster would do a tour of the classrooms 
and check books, exercise books, and he saw the blots on mine and others of course. So we were 
ordered out onto the floor and he produced, the strap we called it, which was pronged and I've never 
forgotten it. It went up my wrist and I was left with marks right down, for blotting my homework book. But 
I never had a blot afterwards. 

 

Q. So did you have a uniform at school? 

A. No. 

 

Q. No. You just wore what you liked. And what sort of subjects did you get? Can you remember? 

A. There was no choice. That we took you mean or were more interested in than others? 
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Q. Just the subjects that were on offer, you know, the ones you did get taught. What sort of things did you 
get? 

A. Well of course in those days it was the three R's. Writing was very important and you were taught up 
light, down dark, very, very important. And, it was the normal, Geography, History, Arithmetic. 

 

Q. Any Science subjects? 

A. No, because I didn't at Primary School, <..pause..> Are you talking about Primary School or graduating 
from Primary School to Secondary School? 

 

Q. Primary School at the moment? 

A. Primary School. No, I didn't have that at Primary School. When I left Primary School there were still 
three Advanced classes at the local school but I moved to a Secondary School in Stirling. 

 

Q. Was that the Old High School? 

A. The Old High School. 

 

Q. How did you get to go to the Old High School then? 

A. Well, I sat a Bursary examination which paid bus fares and fees because at that time The High School 
of Stirling was fee paying. So it covered bus fares and fees at school. 

 

Q. And what age were you when you went there? 

A. Eleven. 

 

Q. And what age were you when you left? 

A. I can never remember whether, <..pause..> I think fifteen. 

 

Q. What subjects did you get then at The Old High School? 

A. Well there were two courses, there was one which was termed Domestic Course, <..pause..> what was 
the second one? <..pause..> 

 

Q. That was the Domestic Course or the University Course? 

A. University Course. 

 

Q. So did you get things like Science and Languages and that there then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So did you receive any certificates then when you left The Old High School? 

A. No, not at that time. In fact, as I recollect I was in at that moment sitting examinations for certificates 
when a post came up and the same situation then in the thirties exists as exists today; jobs were not 
easily available. 

 

Q. So did you ever attend any part-time education, further education of any sort later on? 

A. Oh yes. Oh yes, we went to further education classes in Riverside School for Secretarial work which 
was Bookkeeping, Shorthand and Typing. 

 

Q. And what age were you then? Was that before you got married? 

A. Oh yes, yes, that was just immediately after leaving school. Yes, we immediately registered for further 
education. 

 

Q. You didn't have to do that though, it was your own choice? 

A. Oh no. Yes. 
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Q. Now, while you were at school did you ever have any part-time jobs? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So you left school at fifteen to go straight to work? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And what was that job? Your first job? 

A. My first job was in McCulloch and Young’s Departmental Store, in the cash desk in the main shop. 
There was one main shop which housed underwear, furnishings. <..pause..> Oh, l can't remember but it 
was a huge first floor and it was the old type, <..pause..> 

 

Q. The pulley type thing? 

A. The pulley type. The pulley type which came whizzing towards me at the cash desk. Now Saturdays 
were always busy days so you can imagine the noise of these things, and customers waiting for change 
and assistants wrapping, to hurry up and get the change back and then when War broke out of course, 
<..pause..> And they were selling material for blinds etcetera, it was sheer pandemonium, it was terrifying. 

 

Q. So that was full-time presumably? 

A. Full-time, yes. 

 

Q. And was that Monday to Saturday or? <..pause..> 

A. Monday until Saturday. 

 

Q. And Sunday off? 

A. Sunday off, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Was there no day off in-between that? 

A. Half day on a Wednesday. Shop closed Wednesday half-day. Now in those days the hours were eight 
thirty 'til six thirty with an hour's break for lunch, ten minutes tea, morning and afternoon. On a Friday 
closing time was seven o'clock, a Saturday was nine o'clock, and for that I earned six shillings a week. 

 

Q. So was your job, <..pause..> did it basically entail just serving the public or did you have bookwork to do 
or anything like that? 

A. Well that of course was my initial job and gradually you were promoted to the counting house which was 
the main office. 

 

Q. So did you go on to the counting house? 

A. I did various departments in the store which included, <..pause..> there was a restaurant, the cash desk at 
the restaurant. There was a smaller office in the gent’s department and there I first did bookkeeping 
which was the keeping of the department analysis and sales of each assistant for bonus purposes and 
then I graduated to the main office. 

 

Q. So what age were you when you finally got to the main office then? 

A. Eighteen. 

 

Q. So that took about three years to get to the office? 

A. Three years, yes. 

 

Q. So did you enjoy that work? 

A. Very much. 

 

Q. All through? 
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A. All through, yes, very much. 

 

Q. So how long did you work in the main office then? Did you work there 'til you got married or did you? 
<..pause..> 

A. No, I moved. Another department store opened just across the way and there was a post there for a 
clerkess offering a higher salary of course, it was a wage, it wasn't a salary, (laughs) and I applied and 
got that post and worked there. 

 

Q. And what store was that? 

A. Alexander Stores. 

 

Q. So, more money. Less hours? 

A. Well strangely enough I was unfortunate in the sense that these stores of course were all the family 
owned in those days and it was the policy of the owners that the office closed at six o'clock. But it was 
left to the discretion of the manager and my manager would not accept that the office staff should work 
less hours than the assistants, so unfortunately I had to work the same hours again. 

 

Q. So was that half day Wednesday and full day Saturday? 

A. Half day Wednesday, the exact, <..pause..> Most stores had these hours, they all had the same hours for 
long working hours. 

 

Q. So how much did you get per week then at Alexander’s? 

A. <..pause..> I think when I left Alexander Stores I was earning a pound a week. 

 

Q. Considerable improvement. And what age were you when you left there then? 

A. I left Alexander Stores when I was nineteen. I wasn't long with Alexander Stores because war, <..pause..> 
Of course, people were very Royal minded in those days and there was great celebrations and 
decorations and people buying bunting and flags, any type, red, white and blue of course, so we were 
extremely busy over that period, to celebrate the King’s, <..pause..> 

 

Q. King’s Grace? 

A. Was that '35, '40? 

 

Q. ‘35. So, you wouldn't be long started in McCulloch and Young’s really when that was going about? 

A. No, no, I just started when this, <..pause..> Uh-huh, and I think that's why I remember it being so 
terrifying. I can hear the noise yet of these coming. I don't think I slept that night. When I put my head on 
the pillow all I got was this awful sound, the clang of the money containers coming towards me. 

 

Q. So you left Alexander’s when you were nineteen, now was that to move onto somewhere else? 

A. Yes, that would probably, <..pause..> be nineteen, <..pause..> I must've been twenty 'cause it was 1940, no, 
that was right enough, nineteen, because it was only in September that I was twenty. The setting up of 
war time controls, and I got a post what we termed was the South of Scotland Wholesale Meat Control, 
which, we controlled the meat supplies. 

 

Q. And where was that? 

A. In Stirling. 

 

Q. Whereabouts in Stirling? 

A. Well first of all we had an office in Speedie Brothers’ Market. In those days there were two markets in 
Wallace Street, the livestock marts, and Speedie Brothers, and we managed to hire an office in the 
basement of Speedie Brothers office and that's where we set up the meat control for War, distribution 
during the War. 

 

Q. And what did your job entail then? 
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A. It entailed; each butcher was allocated a certain amount according to area, previous sales, <..pause..> 
and we were there to check that each butcher received only his fair quota of meat and issue accounts 
and take in payments. 

 

Q. What was the wage like for that? 

A. Now I think it was the handsome sum of twenty five shillings to begin with. 

 

Q. And the hours? 

A. Ah, at last I had a Saturday afternoon, but being war time it didn't matter very much because at that time 
dance halls were more or less closed. The local lads had all gone off to war so that Saturday afternoon 
didn't mean as much as it did prior to war. 

 

Q. So how long were you with them? 

A. Five years. 

 

Q. 'Til '45? 

A. '45, 'til my son was born. 

 

Q. You got married in between? 

A. I was married, <..pause..> in 1940 after l joined the meat control. 

 

Q. So were you working when you were married? Did you carry on working? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. The whole time 'til your family was born? l see. 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. So when you were working through McCulloch and Young’s, Alexander’s, then the meat control office, 
did you still live at home? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And was that still in Plean? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So how did you get back and forth to Stirling? 

A. Oh, by bus. Oh the bus services were excellent. 

 

Q. And what did your leisure time consist of then? I mean, what did you do at nights and weekends or 
Sunday and your Wednesday half day? 

A. Well we had a, <..pause..> very lucky in having, <..pause..> We always had a staff where we got on well 
together and we went various places, outings, <..pause..> and we had a system. We were mostly from 
different areas within the County of Stirling and on a Sunday we travelled to whichever part a member 
of staff lived in and we were taken their favourite walk in that part, and afterwards mother had tea ready 
for us when we came back. So this is what we did; a circle of going round all the villages which spread 
from Balfron, Aberfoyle, Denny, Plean of course, Bridge of Allan and Stirling. And we all went dancing, 
quite a lot of us went dancing together. 

 

Q. And where did you go dancing then? 

A. Miller’s in the beginning and then the Museum Hall in Bridge of Allan and of course we had no problems 
about transport because we all walked home together. 

 

Q. What sort of time would the dance finish? Would it be quite late? 

A. Oh yes, round about midnight, just shortly before midnight, eleven o'clock. 
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Q. And you walked home? 

A. And we walked home, yes, quite safely. 

 

Q. So were your friends, <..pause..> were they mostly your workmates? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did you keep in touch when you changed jobs and things like that? 

A. Yes, mm-hmm. And of course the pictures. 

 

Q. Oh yes, uh-huh? 

A. Monday night, Wednesday night and Friday night we usually went to the pictures. (laughs) 

 

Q. So did you go out most nights? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. If you stayed in, what did you do if you stayed in? Read? 

A. Oh it was mostly radio, reading, knitting, a lot of knitting was done during the war. 

 

Q. Were you in any Youth Clubs or anything like that? Was there nothing like that? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And what about your wages, did you hand them over to your mother or? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. All of it? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And then did you get something back? 

A. Pocket money back, yes. 

 

Q. So it just sort of went to the housekeeping as such? 

A. Correct, yes. 

 

Q. Now what age would you be when you got married? 

A. Twenty. 

 

Q. And how long had you known your husband? 

A. <..pause..> I had known him actually since I went into McCulloch and Young’s because he was involved in 
a carrier business and he had daily visits to the store because they transported. In those days a 
customer could come in and wanted a certain item which was not in stock, and a note would be given to 
the carrier who would call at the warehouse, collect it, and it was back in the store the following day. So 
that was his work pre-war. 

 

Q. So you'd known him a good few years then really? 

A. That's right, as someone just, <..pause..> and then eventually met him at dancing in the Boating Club in 
Stirling which was a favourite dancing spot, pre-war. 

 

Q. So what age was your husband? Was he ages with you? 

A. My husband was, <..pause..> twenty-five, coming up twenty-five. 
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Q. So what sort of background did he come from? Or where did he come from? Stirling? 

A. Well he lived in Stirling, he was born in Stirling but he came from a mining family as well. His father, not 
miners as such, his father and brother were, I think the term was Shankers, they maintained the pit 
shaft for the, <..pause..> what did they call it? It wasn't a lift but it was like a lift, you know, up and down. It 
had a special name, miners going up and down the mine and they worked during the night and 
maintained this during the night. 

 

Q. So did you get engaged then before you got married? 

A. Yes, we were engaged I think for about a year before we were married. 

 

Q. And in that year did you save up for furniture and things towards your house when you would get one? 

A. Uh-huh. During the war years, yes. 

 

Q. So where did you get married then? 

A. In Stirling, in the Episcopal Church in Stirling. Now, Scottish Episcopal Church. 

 

Q. Can you describe the wedding? Was it quite a big affair or? <..pause..> 

A. No, it was quite a simple affair. It was not a white wedding. White weddings weren't so common then 
because by that time clothes had become very scarce and it was, <..pause..> We hadn't planned to marry 
but there was talk of my husband that by now he had joined the Commandoes and inevitably they were 
going abroad, so he decided he wanted to get married. So, it was rather a rushed affair as many were 
then again. So it was quite simple but it happened to be just at harvest festival and the church was very 
beautiful when we were married. 

 

Q. So did you have a reception? 

A. Yes, which was in the Miner’s Welfare of course, which was the normal in mining villages. 

 

Q. What about a honeymoon? 

A. No honeymoon. 

 

Q. Not a day or? <..pause..> 

A. No, because it was only a week's leave and by the time we got everything arranged, and married. 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. So what was your husband's job when you got married then? Was he still working for this carriers firm? 

A. No, he was in the Forces. 

 

Q. Oh yes of course. So he went away shortly after you got married? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So you continued to work? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. So was that right on 'til your first child? Was that 1944 did you say? 

A. '45, August of '45. 

 

Q. So how many children did you have? 

A. Just one. 

 

Q. Was that the number that you wanted? Or was that just the way it happened? 

A. Yes it was mutual agreement because in our childhood there had been too many big families and too 
much poverty, and we didn't think, <..pause..> And income was still very small and we felt it was only fair 
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to give a child, <..pause..> after all, we were responsible for bringing children into the world, so we were 
responsible to see that they were well looked after. 

 

Q. So did you know anything about birth control then or was that? <..pause..> 

A. Absolutely not. 

 

Q. Was there advice available anywhere? 

A. Not very much. One went initially to the doctor who confirmed pregnancy and after a certain, <..pause..> I 
don't recall how many months you were sent to the Clinic in the Infirmary, and as I recall the sister in the 
Out Patients and Maternity had the pre-natal clinic. I think she was a proper battleaxe, terrified me. 

 

Q. So what about childbirth, did you know what to expect? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Had your mother not prepared you at all? 

A. Not really. When you would collect in the family gathering, they would all reminisce about their 
confinements and that was the only way. There was no advice given, rather than just what to expect but 
no advice on the actual physical breathing, pushing or whatever. 

 

Q. So you had your boy at hospital? Did you have a choice in the matter there? 

A. Absolutely none because it was a post-war boom in birth of course you see and it was very difficult in 
fact to get into any maternity hospital and you could finish up almost anywhere again in Stirlingshire. 
Airthrey Castle of course was mostly for Stirling, but it depended. <..pause..> I was speaking to somebody 
and they were from Falkirk but it so happened that when my pains started there was availability. You 
had to phone and find out and then fetch someone. 

 

Q. Had you thought about having it at home maybe? 

A. No, no, definitely not. 

 

Q. So you were saying earlier that in confinement the neighbours would help out where your mother was 
concerned and all do bits and pieces. What about yourself? Who helped out when you were having your 
child? 

A. <..pause..> Well we were rather more independent in those days, we made our own arrangements and 
my husband of course stayed with his parents and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And how long were you in hospital then? 

A. Ten days. Normal, ten days. 

 

Q. So when you came out, were you basically on your own then? 

A. No, I went to my mother-in-law's and stayed there because houses were very scarce too, and you 
usually had to rent out the odd room, there were quite a number of rooms. By that time more houses 
had been built and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So, who had you been living with from when you got married? Was that? <..pause..> 

A. With my mother-in-law. 

 

Q. And where did she stay? Was that in Stirling? 

A. In Stirling. 

 

Q. Now, how did you feed your child? 

A. Breast feed. 

 

Q. How long did you do that for? 
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A. Until I was told to stop by the health visitor. 

 

Q. Is that right? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. So I take it everything went well with that then? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. If you needed advice at all, who would you ask? Would it be your? <..pause..> 

A. Well I had regular visits from the health visitor. 

 

Q. And could you discuss things with them? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes, uh-huh. I found them extremely helpful. 

 

Q. And how was your husband with the child? Was he quite helpful or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh, he came from a big family with a mother who, whether you were male or female, had been 
delegated a job in the house and they had to do their share as well as the females of the house, so he 
was quite domesticated. 

 

Q. Mmm, that would be quite unusual. 

A. It was, yes. 

 

Q. So how big was his family? How many? 

A. Six of them. 

 

Q. The housekeeping in the early years of your marriage. Who took care of that? Was it both of you or just 
yourself or just your husband? 

A. In the early days, mostly myself. 

 

Q. And what happened about your husband's wages? Did you just get sent his? <..pause..> 

A. My husband’s? 

 

Q. Your husband’s wages, would you get sent the money and you dealt with it from then on? 

A. <..pause..> What do you mean, sent the money? 

 

Q. Well, when he was away. 

A. <..pause..> According to rank each dependant, <..pause..> was given the specified amount by the War 
Office. So it came just as now, pension form. It was a weekly collection of what the pay office 
designated according to rank. 

 

Q. And with you living with his mother, did you give that to his mother or did you? <..pause..> 

A. Oh I didn't live until my husband returned from the war, with his mother. Up until then I stayed with my 
mother. 

 

Q. So how long were you with his mother then? 

A. Three years. 

 

Q. And what did you get after that? Did you get some place to stay and? <..pause..> 

A. Yes, we were allocated a prefab in Cornton from the Royal Burgh. 
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Q. When you got your prefab and you were living there with your husband, what would he be doing then? 
Because he would be out of the war by then, what was his job then? 

A. Well of course there was no carriers business, that had become obsolete during the War, but he was 
fortunate to get a post with the Gas Works. 

 

Q. So the housekeeping then, did he just give you his wages? 

A. He gave me his wages. 

 

Q. And did you take care of the bills and? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Now, was your husband ever ill or out of work? Or can you remember a time when you were married 
when you had to struggle to make ends meet at all? 

A. Well, his wages were so low with the Gas Works that it was a struggle to make ends meet. 

 

Q. In your early years when you were a child, were there any times then that you can remember your 
father having to struggle to make ends meet? Your parents? <..pause..> 

A. Yes. What again was termed idle time was quite prevalent in childhood. They worked; sometimes they 
were paid off until coal demands increased and then they were reinstated back again. It was not known 
as the D.H.S.S., but known as ‘The Parish’ money which had to be applied for. I'm not so sure what 
happened about the Labour Exchange, I think there was unemployment money, there probably would 
be unemployment money which, if applied for, and was found to be necessary, would be supplemented. 
But it was still very, very little, hardly enough to clothe and eat. It was a choice between clothes or food 
and a case of make do or mend. 

 

Q. Now, you would be six during the '26 General Strike? 

A. I was. 

 

Q. And can you remember any particular moments then when you felt it was really bad? 

A. Well as it was prolonged it became worse, and soup kitchens were instigated. <..pause..> The children 
were provided for at school and we were sent to school at certain times to have our issue of soup and 
bread. I don't recall in detail who provided this, I only recall having to go to have soup and bread. I can 
recall standing in a line with the other children, waiting for this because even at that early age, to have 
to do such a thing was humiliating. It's impressed on the mind that you were begging and also you can 
recall the conversation at home prior to asking you to do this. The stigma that it was on your parents 
and the effect, the psychological effect it had on particular on your father, who was the breadwinner. 
These are the points that I can recall most vividly as a six year old child. Sheer humiliation to the extent 
in those days, <..pause..> of course too, we had what were termed ‘Black-legs’ and I looked in envy, and 
a dreadful feeling of disloyalty at these children who did not have to do this. 

 

Q. So how long did it go on for? 

A. Now the exact time I don't recall, the exact time. <..pause..> It's these points that I recall most and, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you ever feel hungry at any stage? 

A. Never. 

 

Q. Never? 

A. We were never really hungry at that time. There was a shortage of heating but again in various ways we 
could provide heating by going again for wood, up to the woods and gathering wood. And where ashes 
had been dumped, collected and dumped, coal could always be found among these to provide heating 
for us. 

 

Q. Now what kind of medical care was available at the time when your son was a baby? Did you have to 
pay for visits from the doctors or the health visitor or whatever? 



 1416

A. No, eh, was this in my pregnancy or my parents? 

 

Q. Your pregnancy? 

A. No, we had contributed towards a medical scheme. 

 

Q. Was that with your husband's work? 

A. And my own work of course, yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. So what about shopping then when you were married, was it still the sort of Co-Op, the local shops then 
or? <..pause..> 

A. Well, when income was so limited one had to shop around so we had a selection in Stirling but it was, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you walk into Stirling or take the bus? 

A. Walked into Stirling. And eventually there was a bus service provided but when you had a young child in 
a pram, it was a lovely walk up into the town and you just went from shop to shop and of course 
everything was displayed in the windows with the prices, and you checked all the prices in each of the 
stores and then you returned and you bought, maybe eggs in one shop, which was cheaper, butter in 
another and sugar. So that was quite a normal thing to do in those days. 

 

Q. So did you find it quite a friendly neighbourhood then? In the Cornton at that time? 

A. Oh yes, yes. In the Cornton we were an age group and we'd either worked together, gone to school 
together or had mutual friends that eh. <..pause..> It was lovely. It was a very happy time for most of us 
and our children were mostly the same age. 

 

Q. So did you go back to work then after you had your son? 

A. Not for a long, <..pause..> until my son was at school and I managed to get part-time work back in 
Alexander Stores in an afternoon. 

 

Q. Was that when he was at Primary School? 

A. Yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And how long were you at Alexander’s then? 

A. <..pause..> It's difficult to recall how long I spent at Alexander Stores part-time, <..pause..> it'd be two years, 
two to three years probably there. 

 

Q. And did you go on to something else? 

A. And then I got a post full-time, <..pause..> because my husband had changed to the telephone exchange 
by this time and he worked in the evenings so that I got home in time to, <..pause..> when he went off to 
work, so that my son was looked after. 

 

Q. And what line was that in? Was that in secretarial work? 

A. Back to bookkeeping. 

 

Q. So how long did you do that for? 

A. I did that only for, <..pause..> the first one full-time and I was very fortunate in having an encounter with 
an ex-manager of the meat control and by this time the meat control had been tied up you see and he 
was going into business with a local, <..pause..> At that time he'd be an, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Entrepreneur? 

A. Entrepreneur. (laughs) A well known cattle dealer and butcher and farmer in the town and they 
established a business similar to the control; the sale of dead meat, you see. They bought the cattle, 
killed it and distributed it. Of course butchering had changed completely after the war, whereas pre-war, 
butchers had their own killers who went to the slaughter house. The butcher bought the cattle at the 
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market, the killer went down and killed the cattle and sheep and pigs at the slaughter house. It was 
hung for a certain time and then taken to the butcher’s shop and sold. After the war the slaughter house 
had their own killers. The butcher bought the meat, had it delivered to the slaughter house, the killers 
there killed it and at a cost to the local authority who charged them for the killing. The slaughter house 
was a Local Authority, owned by the Local Authority, and they paid dues to the slaughter house for the 
service. So, this was a business where the cattle was bought, brought to the slaughter house and killed 
and sold by us as the Stirling Wholesale Meat Market and the butcher, instead of having to go - some 
didn't buy the cattle - they could buy it more or less ready for uplifting to the shop. And in the course of 
the conversation, I said, "Well you'll need a clerkess of course." "Oh yes." So, I went back to the meat 
trade with them, where I was, there for eleven years and I was very fortunate that the hours were nine 
o'clock 'til four which was even more helpful and I was within walking distance of the office; I'd get home 
at lunchtime, I saw my son off to school, came back at lunch time, had the lunch ready for them, my 
husband and my son coming in and he went back off to school, my husband to work, and I was home 
by, <..pause..> just after four o'clock. 

 

Q. Was that the abattoir at Cornton? There was one at Cornton? 

A. Laurencecroft. 

 

Q. Laurencecroft? 

A. The old, <..pause..> uh-huh. 

 

Q. So you were eleven years there? 

A. Eleven years there yes, and they were very good years there too. 

 

Q. And then did you go on from there? Carry on? 

A. And then I realized that things had changed, there were superannuations and pensions, and my son by 
this time had gone into his teens and it was time to make provision for the future because there was 
none of these things of course in a private nine to four job. And I applied, at that time, posts were very 
available, and it was one in particular, I did not like typing, I liked bookkeeping but I had been a 
clerkess/typist and I saw a re-advertisement for a copy typist and applied and got the post with Stirling 
County Council. So I was there for seven years. There of course, established and superannuated and I 
looked to the future. 

 

Q. So what year was that you left there then? 

A. '65. 

 

Q. '65. And you went on working from then with? <..pause..> 

A. Until I retired in, <..pause..> '85. Not with the County Council but transferring of course on reorganization 
to the Forth Valley Health Board. 

 

Q. Well, all that remains is The Second World War. You've talked about it quite a bit anyway but have you 
any particular memories? 

A. Did I? <..pause..> 

 

Q. Have you any particular memories of The Second World War? What about rationing? How did it affect 
you then? 

A. How did we? <..pause..> 

 

Q. How did it affect yourself? 

A. Well of course it was a complete change of life for all of us but being in Stirling we were very fortunate 
compared to England of course and Clydebank, that things were relatively quiet and it was just a case 
of getting on with life and hoping that the war would end soon. We went to work and as I said, 
entertainment, we found entertainment. We followed the course of the War very much of course and 
were very concerned about all those away from home, and distressed when hearing of the death of 
someone who we'd been to school with or worked with, and it was just another way of life. We came 
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used to it and accepted it, you accepted that this was a temporary affair and it would end, it had to end, 
and that things would be much happier. 

 

Q. So when the word came through that it had finally ended, were there celebrations in Stirling at all? 

A. Yes. My husband was medically discharged in '44 from India and I was very pregnant on V.J. Day and 
there were great celebrations in the street and in the town. But I didn't take part in them, I watched from 
the window and of course there were all types of committees formed for, <..pause..> No, I said V.J. Day, 
that was V.E. Day. 

 

Q. Victory in Europe? 

A. Victory in Europe, yes. V.J. Day was when my son was born, in August '45. I was in hospital when V.J. 
Day was declared, when peace was declared then. 

 

Q. What were the committees that were formed? 

A. Well, <..pause..> welcome, I think there was welcome <..pause..> I didn't take part in them of course but my 
mother-in-law was very much involved in them and as, <..pause..> of course, <..pause..> the de-mobbing of 
the Forces came in waves and as each local lad or local lads came there were parties held for them, 
welcoming parties, and I think for some time after the war these committees still formed a part of each 
local community in the town. So, many streets had their own welcoming committee and I think it 
became a sort of social, <..pause..> event and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. You were just glad that it was all over? 

A. That's about all I remember of, <..pause..> As I say, I was very much involved with a new-born child and 
looking after him. 

 

Q. Thank you very much. 
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1920 Shop Assistant; Clerkess; Book-Keeper; Fire Service During Second World 
War; Bookkeeper 

 
Interviewee Code X2 
Interview Conducted 30th September 1987 
Interviewer Sharon Little 
Transcribed by A.F Turner 
 

Q. Can you tell me what year you were born? 

A. Mm-hmm, 1920. 

 

Q. And whereabouts were you born? 

A. In Cupar, Fife. 

 

Q. What street? 

A. 2 Eastbridge, Cupar, Fife. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. Well, for eleven years, 'til I was eleven. 

 

Q. And how many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. Well, I was one of a family of nine and I had, <..pause..> there were four boys and five girls. 

 

Q. And who was the eldest? 

A. My sister. My sister Mary who is now deceased, in fact, quite a number of my family are deceased. She 
was twelve years older than I was incidentally. 

 

Q. And how old were your parents when you were born? 

A. My mother was thirty-eight and my father was thirty-seven. 

 

Q. And what was your father's job? 

A. Railway Clerk. 

 

Q. And did he have any other jobs before or after that? 

A. Did he have? <..pause..> No, that was always what he did. He was actually, you know, a member of the 
Railway Clerks Association as well so he did you know I suppose, terms with unions and things 
nowadays. 

 

Q. What jobs did your mother have before she married? 

A. My mother was a lace maker. 

 

Q. Really? 

A. In Glasgow, yes. I can't just tell you the exact place because I only gleaned lots of this from when she 
was discussing it with my daughter, and so it was all these sort of things that came out. She lived with 
me incidentally, rather I lived with her, and these things came out. 

 

Q. And did she work after she was married? 

A. No. hard times too, you see. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church ever? 

A. Yes. Presbyterians. 
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Q. How often? 

A. Every Sunday. 

 

Q. Did both your parents attend? 

A. Well eh, you can well imagine with my mother having the family she did have, it was obviously not 
convenient for her to go every Sunday, but my father did and we were encouraged to go with them and 
go to Sunday School every Sunday. 

 

Q. And did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. Not to my knowledge, no, and I would say in Cupar it was very much a Tory house because it's the 
County, you know, a County of Fife and I just remember being, <..pause..> When I was younger the 
excitement of the actual polling days because they were held in the school, at the school I attended, 
and I can remember all the, <..pause..> you know, the cars when, <..pause..> As far as my parents were 
concerned I don't recall them ever being politically minded. 

 

Q. Do you know what parties they voted for? 

A. <..pause..> Yes, my father was a Tory and my mother was Labour. (laughs) 

 

Q. That must have caused quite a lot of problems? 

A. Well, <..pause..> But she was a very balanced person. I don't know, she just had her own ideas, and very 
broadminded. 

 

Q. And do you know what your parents did in their spare time if they had any spare time? 

A. Well, my mother didn't, I would say, have spare time, but my mother knitted and sewed, made all our 
clothes and knitted socks and our gloves. And as I say, that in these days they didn't really, <..pause..> 
You couldn't have really said there was spare time as such, but they made spare time because it was 
an outside, <..pause..> we had a house with various bedrooms but there was no washhouse and that, you 
only had your sink, the same as most other people had. But there was an outside washhouse, so they 
had to be up early in the morning to get this started. You see, my father actually, although we lived in 
Cupar, my father I would say, most of my life, actually had to work away from home being a Railway 
Clerk because he came to Alloa, Stirling. He was working all round and sometimes it was a necessity, 
eh, necessary for him, well, to live-in where he was actually, you know, working. So, with the result that 
[by] the time the washing was done, and the way, oh you can well imagine the number going to school 
that, <..pause..> And it was always homemade soup, and you know the meals were made, dumplings, 
and not really what happens now, but, <..pause..> So, but as I say, that in these days too, the likes of my 
mother went to The Guild, she went to, <..pause..> There was The Guild pertaining to the church because 
I know that I remember being taken with her on occasions. So that would be when perhaps some of the 
older, <..pause..> my sisters would be babysitting, and I had a younger brother who was two years 
younger than I was, so with the result that, <..pause..> I sometimes was taken with her but, <..pause..> So, 
that was going as far as what my mother did, I mean you couldn't say that she had hobbies as such but 
the hobbies were she knitted and she sewed and she baked and she cooked, (laughs) and she liked 
decorating. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever take part in any sports? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of your parents’ house at Cupar? 

A. Oh very, very vivid memories because we actually lived in a, <..pause..> although it was 2 Eastbridge, we 
actually lived opposite what we called The Hood Park. And it, the River Eden, flowed past there and it 
was beautiful in that we could see all the traffic, you know, going on to St. Andrews. And when it was 
the rallies there, you know, the motor cycle racing and things like that, we could see all that and we 
used to sit on the wall and take the numbers of the cars and things going round. But apart from that we 
had the, <..pause..> you entered from a front door and we had, <..pause..> The parlour in these days was to 
the right-hand side and that was a room that was used mainly sort of for Sunday teas and for visitors 
arriving. We had a bedroom, two small bedrooms off that, which really were at the back of the house 
and then on the left-hand side you went into what one called their kitchen in these days, but it was 
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actually a living room, cum, <..pause..> you know, you had a sink and you had a small cooker in it and 
then there was one large other bed. In fact, in that one there was a bunk bed, you know, with the 
curtains drawn on that one. And then you had, off that one there was a big back bedroom we were 
talking about and there was numerous cupboards but you had a back door and that was when you 
could go out to the, <..pause..> In fact there was an outside toilet and you could go outside to the 
washhouse. But on the side of the, <..pause..> left-hand side of the building there was an entrance into 
that back court and there was a ’Smiddy’ as one talked about, and they used to do all the wrought iron 
and so we passed our time looking you know, at all the anvils and things and that, so it was very, very 
interesting. 

 

Q. Did you share a room? A bedroom? 

A. Oh yes, very much. You can well imagine with the family, the family we had, yes. 

 

Q. Who did you share with? 

A. Well, obviously the girls above me were twins, my twin sisters. <..pause..> Could I just say at this point, 
your asking me that question, by the time I was born, as I said, my eldest sister was twelve and the 
sister, there was two years between her and the next sister and then there was two years between that 
and the next. Well the boy was the next one and by the time that I would probably be about five, in the 
regions of that age group, my sisters were into Service so they weren't residing at home, you know, so 
that I suppose that it, <..pause..> And apart from that my mother hadn't, although my mother was in 
Cupar, my mother actually was Glaswegian and with the result that they went to Cupar in 19, <..pause..> 
it must have been about 1919, something like that, just before I was born. But my sisters, the twin girls 
above me, they were actually born in Glasgow. So, this is what I was meaning that, although that I am 
one of nine, we weren't all in Cupar, I should say sharing, because I said the older girls, I said because 
the older family obviously were born in Glasgow too and with the result that they had gone out to, 
<..pause..> the two girls went into Service eventually. 

 

Q. What were the washing arrangements? 

A. Well the washing arrangements were that we had that back garden of our own and the washhouse, with 
my mother just, you know, did her washing you know. 

 

Q. What about personal washing? 

A. <..pause..> Well I suppose that she had, <..pause..> obviously we had the guards. They had the old 
fashioned range in these days and you had the mantelpiece with the brass rod and usually sometimes 
another you know, extended sort of rod of some sort. <..pause..> And any immediate things would be 
done, were done in fact in that, you know, were being dried there. But I remember distinctly that it was 
on a bath night, the girls were done first, 'cause there was no bathroom and I can remember distinctly 
the big zinc bath and we were all done first and then the boys. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did anyone else besides your parents and brothers and sisters live in the house? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all of the housework? 

A. <..pause..> No, it was allocated, we all had chores to do from we were very young and, <..pause..> But she, 
she was the mainstay, put it that way, she definitely did all the major, <..pause..> I was going to say apart 
from cleaning and tidying, but we all had to do our share of the range and things like that. 

 

Q. You were saying your mother made the family clothes usually? 

A. Well, within reason, yes, with what time she had and as I say, well in these days of course people took 
time off at night times, where just now I would say, making comparisons, I'm speaking for myself, you 
tend to say, "Right, we're doing that just now and we're going out tonight." But in these days life wasn't 
like that because obviously they had big families, big families were the thing in these days. I mean you 
got maybe the odd people who had one or two for some, one reason or another. But the thing is the 
bulk of them had a lot of family. And with the result that they did knitting and of course they would 
perhaps, on nice nights, evenings, go over to this Hood Park and sometimes they had their knitting 
there and sometimes they were knitting shawls and things. So, that's my memories of that as well, it's 
the sort of community life, you know, that. <..pause..> It could be the done thing, it wasn't, <..pause..> 
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people nowadays wouldn't dream of going to a place and, you know doing that but that was nice in 
these days. 

 

Q. So did you get many new clothes? 

A. Well I must admit that I came after twin girls and while I was, <..pause..> I can remember being five or six 
and I can remember that my mother made a lot of the, <..pause..> as I say, and always dressed the twins 
the same, but their clothes never really wore done, they sort of sometimes grew out of them and I'm 
afraid they were altered for me. So I was very pleased that when I started to grow taller than they did, 
and I didn't need to take these, <..pause..> I mean, they were obviously altered and things like that but 
that was in the early days, not after I was about nine or ten, because I outgrew them and they were 
smaller than I was. 

 

Q. Did your mother pay anyone to help in the house? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your father ever help your mother with any of the chores? 

A. <..pause..> Oh yes, yes, apart from anything I always remember, he always made the Sunday breakfast, 
and the Sunday tea. He took charge on a Sunday. 

 

Q. Did he help look after the children? 

A. Yes, he took us about and took us, <..pause..> With him being a Railway Clerk too, he got railway passes 
and privileged tickets so we were quite fortunate in that respect that we were able to, you know, get 
around with the trains. 

 

Q. Did he ever read to you? 

A. Yes, but I would say mostly my mother did the reading to us because he wasn't, <..pause..> my father 
was away a lot and, no, it was my mother I think that I would say, took the burden, put it that way, but 
owing to circumstances. But I had lots of aunts in Cupar because my father belonged to, <..pause..> he 
was a Fifer and therefore there was lots of aunts in the town so that, <..pause..> And I had a grandmother 
who lived there as well, my father's mother lived there as well. 

 

Q. And you were saying that you had jobs to do around the house. So what were your special jobs? 

A. Well I wasn't allocated any particular job when I was at that point. It was more when I came to Stirling 
but I just remembered we were never allowed to sit idle, we always had to get, <..pause..> If you were 
sitting, sometimes even just meditating or thinking, you were given something to do, whether it would be 
to go and wash dishes or dry dishes or to bring in coal or to, <..pause..> because obviously we had the 
coal fire and you were always given something to do. 

 

Q. Did your brothers get the same sort of chores to do? 

A. Oh well, as a matter of fact they had to, you know, break up sticks and they were made to, <..pause..> 
well I wouldn't say made, they were, you know, obliged to bring in these things, but apart from that they 
had evening jobs, my older brothers. They used to go with the milk, with the milk float and because we 
lived near a farm too, so with the results; <..pause..> so that was another bonus for us as well, you know, 
and so they used to do that. And of course these were always horse-driven, you know, the full horse 
driven floats and things so that, you know. When I look back, <..pause..> as a matter of fact I remember 
more about what happened in these eleven years. There seemed to be much more interest then and as 
a matter of fact we had, <..pause..> It was even horse-drawn hearses up until I came to Stirling in 1931. 
Yes, and in these days the people who attended the funerals, the men walked behind the hearse going 
to the cemeteries with their Lum hats and black coats and things. 

 

Q. Did you continue to do your household chores after you left school? 

A. Yes, because when I came to Stirling I had to do the bathroom. It was brasses, you know, the brass 
taps, and clean the bath and, <..pause..> that was my job, the bathroom. 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have as a child? 
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A. Exceptional meals, very good meals, we always had a breakfast you know, we had rolls, and always 
porridge and there was always porridge. Of course when you had the ranges there was always 
something cooking on it, one thing and another. And we were able to come home from school, we 
always had soup and sometimes we had, <..pause..> It depended too, on a Monday, and the washing 
was done, so therefore you only got soup at lunch, you know, what we talk about lunchtime. In fact we 
called that dinnertime because teatime was really when you, <..pause..> teatime as we talked about. But 
on the washday you then got something extra, you know, when you'd come in at night but we always 
had a cooked meal and we always had soup, we always had the usual, mince and potatoes and you 
know, the usual things and yes, I must admit we seemed to eat well, really. 

 

Q. And what were your favourite meals? 

A. <..pause..> To be quite honest we had such a varied, like, diets. I couldnae tell you because we had lots 
of things, we used to get stovies and yes you had mince and potatoes and sometimes you would maybe 
get a pie. And my mother was an excellent cook because she could make up, <..pause..> there would be 
rice puddings and there would be macaroni and there would be all of these things. Of course it was 
made in bulk because there were so many of us and it had to be these sort of things that one could, you 
know could make a lot of, you know. I was going to say everything, and I just remember that there was 
always seemed to be fruit. When I say that that we used to get rhubarb and fruit from the Hill of Tarvit, 
that's now a big estate, it's now part of, the National Trust own that. But we used to get vegetables from 
the gardens there and things, so it was, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you have anything different on Sundays? 

A. <..pause..> Yes, we had. <..pause..> My father did the cooking as I said, my father sort of took care of the 
cooking. We didn't have a lunch on a Sunday, we had a cooked breakfast. We had a cooked breakfast 
and we didn't have anything then 'til tea time on a Sunday because we as a family were sent out to do 
our walking at that point while he got on and you know. I suppose the fact that he was away from home 
usually during the week my mother and he would be able to, I suppose, discuss whatever they wanted 
to discuss and so with the result we were always, as a family, sent out. We sometimes went walking, 
you know, to the various villages and, or, we'd visit our relatives you know, we caught up with that sort 
of thing and, <..pause..> but sometimes it would maybe be a steak pie and sometimes it would be fish or 
chips. See, of course, again, in Fife there was lots of fish because you see you had the fish-women 
used to come with their creels and that and sell you the fish. Come from Leven and these places. So 
that's what I mean, my mother didn't have to go out a lot for her, <..pause..> She had sacks of potatoes 
delivered from the farm and, you know, that would do her for a length of time and I think that, <..pause..> I 
think that was the general thing in these days that, you know, you got a big supply in. Depending on 
your background of course. This is what I mean, I'm only telling you what happened to me but there 
may have been people who perhaps didn't have the same contacts as we had, you know. 

 

Q. Did your mother eat well? 

A. Yes, very well. 

 

Q. And where did your parents do their shopping, if they did go out shopping? You were just saying that 
they got a lot of things delivered? 

A. Well actually my mother didn't go out, I'll be quite honest. She didn't go out and do the shopping, we did 
it, that was part of our chores. There was a lot of bread bought and it was from a grocers and 
sometimes at lunchtime if she had run out of something we had plenty of time to come in from the 
school and to go to the shop, you know, and get whatever she required. Because she used to make 
even all her own jam and things like that. As I said, we used to get the fruit from Hill of Tarvit but em, 
<..pause..> no, we did most of the shopping. And on a Saturday, the week, my brothers used to go for the 
heavy, <..pause..> you know, if there was, the likes of lots of sugar and various other things, cereals and 
things that she was needing, they were all allocated, you know, to do something like that. 

 

Q. And do you know where they bought furniture? 

A. <..pause..> Mmm, no, because the furniture that we had was the furniture in that house that was there 
when I was born. And we had beautiful furniture and it's only in recent years because we had a much 
bigger house than we had here. When we came to Stirling this was really a temporary arrangement that 
we had. We were going to be staying here in this particular house, because it was 'til such times as my 
father sort of, you know, could look around and, <..pause..> he had his name, mind you he'd been in 
Stirling for years because he had been living in, <..pause..> eh, accommodation here while he was 
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working and his name had been down for a house. But the fact when we did come here it, <..pause..> the 
house was so different, apart from it was upstairs downstairs, and we had heavy furniture, well, you 
know, Victorian furniture, beautiful furniture. So what happened was that when we came here my eldest 
two sisters and my brother was, <..pause..> the eldest brother was a dental mechanic and of course he 
was already, <..pause..> he had started in his profession and so they remained in Cupar at that time so 
they sort of managed to, I think, get rid of, <..pause..> I don't know where, but I've often wondered where 
they'd all gone. Because I remember the Sunday when we had our meal in the parlour, it was a 
beautiful round table and it had the lovely legs with, like, they were like claws and it was absolutely 
beautiful. So a lot of the furniture was definitely beautiful stuff and of course we'd no room for it when we 
came to Stirling. 

 

Q. And when you bought clothes, where did you buy it from? 

A. Well there was a drapers shop, Carmichael’s, it's no longer there now, that was a big shop, used to be 
on the corner. But, <..pause..> a lot of our clothes were made and the things that my mother didn't make, 
there was a dressmaker used to. <..pause..> What she didn't make, there was a dressmaker used to 
make for the twins and, <..pause..> As I say, we were always; at spring, you know, when it come to the 
spring and things like that, and the winter, you always got your new coats. Well obviously we were 
growing out of them and as I say, I didn't, <..pause..> I used to fall heir to these other two but, <..pause..> 
So, there was always a, Miss Norman she was, a Miss Norman used to do a lot of, <..pause..> Because 
we were also in the Sunday School and there was parties at Christmas time and, <..pause..> we used to 
go the, what was it? The Masonic, my father was a Mason and we used to go to the Masonic parties. 
So, with the result you always had to come up with something you know for these occasions because 
you were growing out of your clothes. 

 

Q. Did you celebrate special occasions, like birthdays? 

A. Not really, we always, <..pause..> there was a dumpling, always made for a birthday. And my younger 
brother and I, both our birthdays were in August, I was the 18th and he was the 30th. And there was a 
joint one for that but there was always something else extra when it came to his birthday. But the twins 
of course, theirs was March and that was a sort of joint thing anyway, on the 2nd of March, but eh, 
<..pause..> no we didn't have big parties, and in fact because we hadn't the accommodation for that, you 
know. 

 

Q. And how did you celebrate Christmas? 

A. Well, we hung our stocking up but I must admit that we didn't get a lot, you can well imagine a family 
like that but we did get one sort of good thing. When I say good thing, it would mean a toy, you know, of 
some, <..pause..> One Christmas I can remember getting a beautiful, <..pause..> calfskin handbag, 
handbag cum purse and it was sort of red with you know, white lining and I thought, "This is beautiful." 
But we did get beautiful toys, we had lovely banks, winding up banks. I wish now that I had kept some 
of these things, you know, and they laughed when you wound them up and the banks were laughing, 
and they were sort of negroes. We had those and we had lovely wooden toys and I just think we took 
just them for granted. I didn't get lots of huge dolls and big dolls prams or bikes or anything like that, in 
fact, most our generation didn't get them either, so you didn't look for them. 

 

Q. No, that's right, just, you got an apple, an orange and? <..pause..> 

A. That's right, mm-hmm. And when we came to about, must have been to about nine, you were certainly 
told about that age that there was no Santa Claus. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you have a special Christmas meal? 

A. <..pause..> Yes, we always had, <..pause..> my father always either had a chicken, or hen or a turkey and 
he did the plucking, he always did that, he always brought that for Christmas and had that. And I 
remember one of my sisters, she used to gather up all the feathers and, I don't know where they went 
to, but they went, she took them to someone to get rid of the feathers. Yes, we had that at Christmas. 

 

Q. Did you do anything special on Hogmanay? 

A. <..pause..> No, I know that they used to go to the, <..pause..> they used to go to The Steeple, but it was a 
thing my mother didn't like, if you know what I mean? She didn't care for that and I don't think I ever 
cared for it myself much to be quite honest. No. I mean they didn't celebrate to the extent that I found 
when we came to Stirling. Because when we came to Stirling of course as I say, I was eleven then and 
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they used to go up to King Street. And they had the celebrations and then the bells were ringing and the 
bottles were broken there, you know, and that was definitely a celebration that, which, <..pause..> I can't 
remember that really taking place in Cupar, you know, though obviously you, when you went out the 
next morning you were always given an apple or an orange. If you were visiting your aunts or that, you 
were always told not to go in empty handed, so you were trained, you know, that the New Year meant 
something, but we didn't hold it as such. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play games with you? 

A. Yes, we played, yes, a lot. My mother read a lot to us too, used to teach us, you know, the verse and 
you were made to, <..pause..> if she didn't hear, you know, even when you were doing your homework, 
your lessons, you know, your reading for school, she used to say, "I can't hear you!" and she used to 
put us outside the door and say, "I can't hear you yet!" so we had to have command of the voice. 
(laughs) 

 

Q. Can you remember what books you had to read at home? 

A. Mmm, there was lots of, em. <..pause..> I have to think of all the ones that we had now. ‘The Lamplighter’ 
was one, I can't remember the actual, <..pause..> authors of them but it was always just the books of that 
particular day. But to be quite honest we were encouraged to read a lot of the school books, and I liked 
Geography books, used to like Geography. We were encouraged to go to the, <..pause..> went to the 
library in The Duncan Institute which was in the Cross Gates and we used to all, you know, used to go 
there on certain days and certain nights and change our books. 

 

Q. Can you remember if you got any newspapers or magazines? 

A. Yes, there used to be, I'm trying to think which one, the boys used to get ‘The Hotspur’ and ‘The 
Adventure’ and I used to quite like reading theirs but we used to get comics. In fact we used to get 
comics sent from America, from friends of my mothers and we used to get lots sent here periodically so, 
<..pause..> But we didn't get a lot of books bought, put it that way, we didn't get a lot because, <..pause..> 
as I said, there was hard times too, you see. 

 

Q. Were you taken out visiting neighbours, friends and relations? 

A. Relations, yes. 

 

Q. Who took you out visiting? 

A. Well sometimes it would be my mother would visit, would take us, you know, with her and if, <..pause..> it 
depended who she took with her. I mean somebody else was obviously keeping an eye, you know, on 
the older brothers but the, <..pause..> All the family had all their own little niche in life, likes of my, 
<..pause..> the one I was telling you who was the dental mechanic, he was in the Young Men’s Christian 
Association and they used to have physical exercises etcetera. And then there was one of my other 
brothers, he used to go round to a, it was a Territorial Army Hall they had and he quite liked boxing, he 
in fact got a cup for this boxing, he was only young at the time. But I mean my two elder sisters were in 
the Guides and so they did quite a lot, as I say, in the house too, you know, when they were there but I 
mean the boys were in the Scouts, the older boys were in the Scouts. So by the time that they had to 
get their uniforms for these activities and there wasn't an awful lot of spare money so this is why people 
had to, you know, make do and mend put it that way. And we were encouraged to knit and I think I can 
remember when I was eight, I was off school, I had had an accident and I can remember at eight being 
taught with four needles, my mother standing behind me while I was off the school, to do a sock and her 
teaching me to do that. Now, see she must have stopped her chores to do that sort of thing. You know, 
you can remember back. 

 

Q. Can you remember any other outings you had with your parents? 

A. Yes, I remember being; going out when one of the open-top cars, I can't remember the make of the car, 
but I remember it was a local farmer had got this pride and joy. (laughs) And I remembered him taking 
my mother and father and my twin sisters, Isobel and myself and my younger brother, taking us to 
Lundin Links. That stands out in my mind very much. But we got lots, we were taken lots of outings 
because on a Sunday we used to go to Kinghorn or, <..pause..> you know, round the coast, Leven, we 
were always taken somewhere. And sometimes to Dundee, we sometimes used to go to Dundee and 
eh, other, you know, the train and sometimes we used to, to out to Newport and go over in the ferry. So 
we had, <..pause..> 
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Q. So did you ever have any holidays? 

A. <..pause..> No, the summer holidays were taken up that way by a day here and there. I think we went, a 
weekend, I think, to Whitley Bay and, <..pause..> but with so many of us we couldn't have gone away. 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. <..pause..> First wedding in our family was my sister’s. She was married in this house. 

 

Q. Mm-hmm? 

A. And that was my sister Ena, that was the third one in line in the family and she was married in, <..pause..> 
we came in 1931, <..pause..> she must have married in 1933 'cause my father was at that. We had a 
family gathering on the outside of this house. <..pause..> 'Cause in these days you could have the 
minister who could come to the house and do a wedding there, and of course all of your good china and 
everything was all put out and you had, <..pause..> Again, it was only your family, there was very few, 
very few sort of people outside the family who would come. At that particular time anyway. 

 

Q. Can you remember what she wore? 

A. Yes, she'd an ice blue silk, a nice blue satin dress and her veil. And I can always remember there was 
an elderly lady, in fact, she'd just died at the beginning of this year, she was about ninety-eight when 
she died. I remembered she had, <..pause..> white heather growing in her garden and I always remember 
she sent this sprig of white heather up for my sister's bouquet, yes. 

 

Q. Can you tell me how you spent Sundays in those days? 

A. That's what I was saying to you, we went to the Sunday School, the church, the Sunday School and we 
were encouraged to go out together and we had to give an account of where we'd been when we came 
back. So, if we did walking as I say, to the villages, you know, Ceres, Dairsie, there was various places 
you could walk. And then there was usually little shops (laughing) along the way, you had probably a 
ha'penny to spend, sometimes you know you got a penny and we had to do that and other times as I 
say we'd maybe visit some of our relatives. But we always had to be back for a certain time, you know, 
so that the meal would be served because you couldn't just have anybody just popping in, you had to be 
back by a certain time so as that you had your meal. 

 

Q. And did you go to church? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. You were saying you went to Sunday School. 

A. Oh yes 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do at Sunday School then? 

A. Well it certainly is very different from what they get nowadays. You just actually went to the Sunday 
School and you had to sit and listen. You didn't get eh, drawing to keep you quiet or to draw what you 
thought, you know eh, Jesus looked like and things like that. And your Bibles that we had, you know, 
lovely illustrations in them and we had texts that you know, you had to read a text and you'd to tell, 
discuss things when you went back. But, <..pause..> all in all, <..pause..> it was a very good Minister too, he 
was a Reverend Alexander. And that was another point, the Minister then knew every child’s name and 
all of the families and, you know, when they were big families, and he would visit the house regularly. 
And if one of them was unwell you know, he'd pop in and it was, <..pause..> In fact I was friendly with his 
daughter and it was very, <..pause..> yes, there was something nice about it, mmm. 

 

Q. Do you remember any Sunday School outings? 

A. Oh yes, we used to, <..pause..> you always had a Sunday School outing in the summertime. We used to 
go to, <..pause..> Crawford Priory was a big estate just not far out of Cupar and there was, <..pause..> oh, 
there was a great number of children and all the Sunday School teachers. In fact, you just used to 
discover too that your school teachers, not just Sunday School teachers, school teachers were there as 
well sometimes and, <..pause..> But then again some of them were friendly with your relations, you know, 
that although they were your teachers, it was a small community then and, <..pause..> But we used to go 
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there, sometimes we'd go to St. Andrews and of course if it was very wet, you know, you used to go 
with your tin mug or whatever, you know. You had it with you and you were taken to a nice area, park or 
whatever and you ate your bag of buns, and you had sports and prizes. Some days you can remember 
oh, the lovely sunshine and all the cows in the field (laughs) along with other things! And other times it 
was wet and you were taken to a hall, but then again you were entertained there. So there was always, 
<..pause..> great numbers going to them, yes. 

 

Q. Were you a member of a choir? 

A. No, not there. My sisters were but I wasn't. 

 

Q. Did you go to The Band of Hope? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Uh-huh? 

A. Yes. That was a thing we were encouraged to do of the evenings now that you mention it. As long as 
we said you know, where we were going, we were encouraged to go to these because they had lantern 
slides and they were absolutely beautiful and it was usually, always the ones that I can remember, with 
them being coloured, remind me what I think now of stained glass windows. You would see the mother 
would probably be in bed and she'd either just had an addition to her family or she was ill with 
tuberculosis, and you usually saw the father who had been a drunk and it was always perhaps the 
eldest sister was looking after a, <..pause..> you know, a big family. And this was brought home to you 
about, you know, drink, you know, how it was the downfall of your eh, <..pause..> So, with the result that 
when you would go to these things, you know, you'd sometimes come away with your face all tear-
stained, but on the other hand well, they had, <..pause..> there was singing, they used to have to put the 
big songs up ‘Jesus Bids Us Shine’ and the pointer was up and you had that. And again you used to get 
drawing there, there was boxes of crayons and chalk and things that you could, <..pause..> you know, if it 
wasn't a lantern slide and somebody didn't come to sort of, I suppose, show them. It was always a place 
you would go to and you got little cards. And we went to The Band of Hope which was attached to our 
own church, went to that on a Friday and again you got them stamped and you sometimes had 
recitations and you know, you would say, "You're to do it next week" and you got a turn to do it if you 
wanted to. So, in these days these were great nights. We went to, in fact, <..pause..> we went to a hall in 
the Rechabites, in a hall, a Temperance Hall and I can remember particularly, I must have been about 
eight at the time because my sisters were there at the, <..pause..> had gone, and so had my younger 
brother from six, and we had gone to this hall, and as I say, it was just not far from the house and there 
had been a recitation, I can always remember it was ‘The Ragged Urchin’ and I got the prize for this and 
it was ‘The Starling’, I've got the book upstairs, but to this day I've never known of anyone who could tell 
me the verses of ‘The Ragged Urchin’ and I've asked as many people. It must have been something to 
do I think with em, <..pause..> I could see the child as I'm talking about it now, as I sort of envisaged him 
when I was reading it, and there was nine verses and I can't even remember it, I just remember the title 
was ‘The Ragged Urchin’. But I asked my sister, well there is one of the twins still alive, I said, "You 
can't remember?" She said, "I can't remember that." she says, " You got the prize," she says, "we 
didn't”. (laughs) Which was lovely. 

 

Q. Did you have any different clothes on a Sunday? 

A. Oh yes, you got your, <..pause..> In these days they weren't quite so, what did I say, fastidious for school 
uniforms to the same as, you know, your gym dress, you always had a navy skirt or something like that. 
You could, in these days, wear, <..pause..> a dress or a Sunday dress or a, <..pause..> you know, your 
good dress or something and particularly if there was something on, you know, if there was going to be 
photographs taken or things like that, you could do. But on a Sunday you certainly had your Sunday 
clothes, and then that became a Saturday; you could be allowed to use that when that one, you were 
going to get a new one, that one, you could be allowed to use that one on a Saturday, and then it sort of 
became a sort of a weekday thing, at night times, if you were going to these other things I was 
mentioning. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. We were encouraged to say them but I never liked to say them in front of other people. I feel it's a 
personal thing, even when I was younger I used to think that. But we were encouraged you know to 
believe in God and things like that and to thank God for what we had received more or less. But it 
wasn't thumped into us, put it that way, it wasn't, <..pause..> no, there was just a nice atmosphere. 
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Q. So was religion important to you as a child? 

A. <..pause..> Well I just grew up thinking that it was just the done thing, put it that way, to me I think when 
you're brought up to something it's only when you grow older that you begin to have your own ideas 
about things, isn't it? I mean when you're younger you follow the pattern of your home life really until 
you have your own self-expression, you know, you think for yourself and these sort of things. I still am 
very much attached to the church put it that way, but I can remember very happy occasions and I can 
remember the, <..pause..> Anson Watt was one of one that stood out, the Reverend Alexander, and they 
definitely stick out very much in my memory even now, yes. 

 

Q. As a child, who did you play with? 

A. Oh numerous friends, you played with your own brothers and sisters for a start but I had, <..pause..> 
friends, there was friends, Cassidys. There was a family that, <..pause..> there was as many in their 
family as there were in ours so therefore you really got to know them through going with your sisters or 
your brothers, <..pause..> the older sisters, to some of the houses and you discovered they had younger 
sisters and that. So, this is what you did, and even at the school, you had your school chums, you know, 
the people who were in your class and we used to be encouraged on a Saturday, flag days. From an 
early age you were encouraged to go to one of the Town Halls and you were given this can for, be it 
this, that or the next thing. It was always sort of the sailors and that, there was never the sort of, 
<..pause..> like Cancer Research or things like that or I don't think even Save the Children. It was mainly 
poppy days and things like that, we were encouraged to go with that. 

 

Q. What sort of games did you play? 

A. <..pause..> Rounders, <..pause..> Skipping Ropes, Peever, ball, ball games, all ball games, you know, off 
the wall and on the ground and <..pause..> I'm trying to think of all the other things. Mainly ball games you 
know, and as I say, Cricket. You know we weren't doing Cricket but we were batting the ball as one 
would do at the Cricket, because in Cupar it was a great place for the Cricket. And we played with these 
games, Skipping Ropes. <..pause..> 

 

Q. And what sort of indoor games did you play? 

A. It was usually Ludo and Snakes and Ladders and, <..pause..> I must admit that I was encouraged to sew 
and knit from an early age and I think that the fact that we saw our mother doing it, again that was a 
thing, you grew up thinking that you, <..pause..> None of us were ever allowed to sit idle, mind you, I don't 
say that's a great thing because at sometime in your life you've got to be able to sit with your hands 
either just clasped because if not, if you're always sort of saying, "I must go do this, I must go" <..pause..> 
you're not relaxed all the time, but I think that we were encouraged that you don't sit and do nothing. 
And therefore we could crochet and knit from early ages, and I mean I could do lots of sewing from an 
early age you know we could sew buttons on and things on and that. Well, again, I'm trying to think of 
what we had. <..pause..> Jigsaw puzzles because that was a thing that you could sit, and if you were 
unwell, you know, you were encouraged then to sit. <..pause..> As I say you were never allowed to be 
doing nothing so therefore there was always something, and as I say that, <..pause..> There was blocks 
and things that I can remember which weren't really mine, they were my brothers. But my brothers used 
to have bikes, and they were always fiddling around with, <..pause..> when I say, you know, tricycles and 
things. So therefore that was really what, <..pause..> You were doing that more outdoor rather than indoor 
because if you were indoor you knew you were going to get a chore to do. (laughs) You see we were 
out too in all weathers because if it was very wet or if it's snowing, that's very happy memories I can 
remember of that, was whenever the snow and the frost used to come. We used to go round to a 
special place in Cupar where you followed the older people and of course your parents were quite, 
particularly my mother, was quite happy knowing if we were going out, well the other ones were there to 
look after us and what happened. We used to go, and you had gloves, that's where all the knitting came 
in, you were always made to have your gloves and scarves and things, And we used to go round and 
we could be sledging as we thought but it used to be on tin trays, we used to have tin trays and the 
younger with the smaller ones were put to the smaller places, you know, where they wouldn't have any 
damage. Mind you, the older ones were, <..pause..> it was hair-raising what they did. But probably I was 
doing some of them by the time, <..pause..> you know, myself, by the time I left Cupar. But I can 
remember these things happening, it was marvellous! And you came in, your cheeks rosy red and, 
<..pause..> And that was a point, that when you came in there was always hot drinks, you know, there 
was always cocoa or coffee, which I didn't like, I remember some of my brothers used to like it, 
<..pause..> it was Camp Coffee which was, <..pause..> and they used to have that. But I can remember it 
was cocoa we used to have, it wasn't drinking chocolate it was the real Bournville black stuff. But we 
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used to have that and there was always a nice big fire on, and that was what I used to love, making 
toast at the fireplace, you know, with your nice big long fork. Your toast doesn't seem the same coming 
under a grill or from your toaster, but in these days it was lovely! I can smell it now, even yet, the 
buttered toast, mmmm. 

 

Q. So were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. <..pause..> I never really, <..pause..> I don't remember ever getting really dirty, but obviously if you were out 
and you had shoes on and you went through the glaur as we talked about, which was muck and dirt, 
you were made to clean them and you see what happened was that if we, <..pause..> That was where 
you got to know the number of uses for newspapers. In these days the newspapers were used for 
under, <..pause..> The houses weren't all carpeted in these days, you had either the good inlaid linoleum, 
in some turns in smaller rooms you had, like a Congoleum and it was rugs you had on the top. But 
under the likes of these linoleums and Congoleums and things, that's when you put, <..pause..> over the 
boards you put the newspapers there for a start. And also if, <..pause..> I say we dirtied or wet our shoes, 
after we'd cleaned them you used to have to stuff them with newspaper and likewise in, <..pause..> you 
know, you'd lots, and even when you did your cleaning. If you were doing your own shoes, which is 
another thing that, <..pause..> we were encouraged to do all our own shoes, so you had to put down the 
newspapers and your black polish and what other polish you had so that it could all be rolled up in these 
days. And then the papers were for lighting the fire. But even, <..pause..> I can remember in houses, I 
don't remember it so much on our own but I remember going to some of the older people and they used 
to have newspapers under the springs, you know, when they used to have the ticking over the mattress. 
But underneath that, they used to have the newspapers underneath that. I don't remember having it in 
our house but I know that, that it was used for that. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. <..pause..> If each group allowed you to play. (laughs) Well, sometimes I suppose, the likes of in our 
case, we were never allowed to have any ball, any games at all on a Sunday. That was one thing, we 
were never allowed on a Sunday, even after we came to Stirling. But sometimes we used to, <..pause..> 
in the house, and you would hear the voice, "Who's got the ball?" You thought you would try it up off the 
wall, "Put the ball away!" So what I mean, we were never encouraged on a Sunday, that's why we were 
told to go out, Sunday was the Sabbath day and that was it. But no, the boys, <..pause..> if they played 
Cricket we used to see if we would go on the wickets and something like that, so as you were with 
them. But other times you were seeking out your own girl company. And we used to have celluloid dolls. 
I remember that they were little tiny things. You could get them from about two inches or something like 
that and you can get bigger ones, and their actual arms and legs moved and that's how I was taught to 
dress these little things. And you could sometimes get bigger ones in Woolworth’s you know, maybe 
seen for sixpence in these days, and it was a much bigger one and you could see more of it and you 
used to put pants on it, and its dress and that, and you had great fun with these celluloid. <..pause..> Mind 
you they were very dangerous because they were, <..pause..> you know, they could go up in flames but 
that was the general thing in these days. So, these are things that you forget about, it's just you asking 
me now about things that you do, you forget about these. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Were you free to play with anyone you wanted to or were you discouraged? 

A. More or less. No, more or less, <..pause..> unless it was someone who, as I say, in these days that, 
<..pause..> There was a ship out on the Firth of Tay and it was the Mar ship, and that was a ship that was 
a corrective ship. That, if anyone had been stealing or, you know, just, well, what, we would say as 
vandals are today, and they were taken to court, even young people and they were given the birch rod, 
that was, you know, your cat o' nine tails. They were given that and sent to this Mar ship for corrective 
training, sometimes a year to two years and so unless you'd been speaking to anyone like that you were 
more or less, <..pause..> 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time after school and at weekends? 

A. Well that was what I was saying to you, your free time at night, we were always made to do our lessons. 
Now, I don't say encouraged, we were made to do them. (laughs) You had always reading to do, didn't 
matter whether you said you had it too, but we did have to read, you know that. But that was what, 
<..pause..> It depended on what night, mainly there used to be Friday nights, was always a night, I think it 
was for this Band of Hope one. And I think the beginning of the week was the one that we used to 
sometime, <..pause..> I mean this wasn't every week, it depended on what was on, but we used to go to 
The Salvation Army. But they seemed to be all pertaining to the church. There was a Christian 
Endeavour and there was the Rechabites. Now this was all again, you know, to sort of steer you away 
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from drink, and that's how my mind takes it back, to that. There was lots of these sort of things but as I 
say, we used to stand as a matter, <..pause..> One of our nice, best games, you weren't harming anyone, 
we used to stand outside a confectioners and you'd play at games as to what jar you were looking at 
and things like that, and the names of them, because in these days you used to get lots of lovely, like 
sweets, ‘Soor Plooms’ and och, you name it, ‘Nelsons Balls’, ’Soor Plooms’ and there was all different 
kinds of sweets that you could get. But we used to, could stand for hours and look at these shops and 
have games. So you made your own fun, you know. And we used to go like everyone else, you went 
with the seasons. The autumn you collected chestnuts and you know, the things like that, and we got to 
know when it was harvest thanksgiving. We didn't have a big garden, we only had a small garden with, I 
can just remember a, <..pause..> I can't remember the name of the tree at the moment, <..pause..> it'll 
come later on. Anyway we used to go to, <..pause..> in Cupar there used to be what they called the old 
prison. And the people who actually lived in the big house there had a huge garden and they had fruit, 
and vegetables, and flowers. And that was where we always got, <..pause..> well obviously my mother 
couldn't buy all the flowers, we got a lot from them. The lupins and that, she'd get for harvest 
thanksgiving, the boys would get the vegetables, and then my mother sometimes, <..pause..> well she 
used to get the berries and things sent from the Hill of Tarvit, and she used to make a lot of, you know, 
her jams and things. And that's something, we took up jam as well. 

 

Q. Did you have any special hobbies? 

A. <..pause..> I think it was crocheting and dressing dolls, and I say I don't think I've really come away from 
that, have I? (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you go fishing? 

A. Yes, we used to go often down to the River Eden and we would get, <..pause..> You know, for tadpoles, 
you know you went with your jar, and you sometimes, <..pause..> We used to go picnics in fact down 
there. And that was when in the summertime it used to be when the, <..pause..> Mainly the young men 
who had bicycles who were coming, say from various other towns, and they would tent on the, you 
know, the banks of the, <..pause..> And we used to go for, <..pause..> There was right of ways and walks 
and things and we used to go there. And I don't think I ever smell cabbage or see cabbage and, 
<..pause..> corned beef that I think of these days, because we used to be allowed sometimes to go and 
have a picnic; but you had a bottle of lemonade and a sandwich or something. And you could swim, you 
know, you could paddle or wade. You could swim but we didn't swim in those days, but you were 
paddling. 

 

Q. Did you go bicycling? 

A. No, I was eleven when I left there, and I'm afraid that my brothers had bikes eventually. But we only 
used to, <..pause..> we weren't allowed on them. But we used to go on them in the back. <..pause..> This 
garden I was telling you about, <..pause..> not a garden but the ground where she hung her washing out. 
It was really, a back court more or less. 

 

Q. Did you collect anything like scraps or cigarette cards? 

A. Yes, yes, yes, we did all of these, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. What sort of things? 

A. Well we just, <..pause..> you collected scraps but you exchanged them too, you know, you sort of had a 
lovely book and then all of a sudden that notion went off, the modern ones came in, angels and things 
like that came in. That was in the younger days, that was while I was in that. I mean you were 
mentioning about bicycles, I had a bicycle after I come to Stirling, I used to go cycling out to Blair 
Drummond and these places. But I was meaning while I was in Cupar, up until I was eleven that 
happened. But no, no, you had scraps and, <..pause..> After I came to Stirling in fact walking was one of 
my sort of hobbies, you know, learning name places, you know the, <..pause..> Well, even names, in fact 
we were encouraged to look up the telephone directory, not that we had a telephone in these days, but 
my father used to bring an old one from his office and we used to be encouraged to read through the 
books to see the different names and how they were pronounced, you know, like Farquh-huhrson, only 
younger you called about Farquh-huhrson and Colquhoun you know. So you were encouraged then, 
you know, to read these and to get to know the, <..pause..> But when I was eleven and came here we 
used to go to the Alloa swimming baths because once you'd gone to school here to, <..pause..> Teamed 
up with other people here, and you then went to the Alloa pool. In fact I used to cycle to Alloa eventually 
when I was about fourteen or fifteen and of course you could go with your school friends, and when the 
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Riverside School, <..pause..> By the time I went to the Riverside School they of course had baths and I 
became quite a, you know, an experienced swimmer, in fact I got the bronze medallion for swimming so 
that in itself you know, and that was quite a good sport for me too. But again that was after I was, 
<..pause..> you know, I'd come to Stirling. 

 

Q. Did you keep any pets? 

A. We always had a dog. 

 

Q. Uh-huh? 

A. We always had a dog when we were even in Cupar, and it seemed to be collie dogs, I don't know, 
perhaps my brothers, as I was mentioning earlier, used to go to the farms and sort of deliver milk and 
things, so whether they got perhaps some of the older dogs that were trained, you know. And, <..pause..> 
because they always seemed to be older dogs and very well behaved, they were nice. But we had them 
for a number of years in Stirling as well 'til eventually the family was leaving the home, and my mother 
decided after I think the last one actually got killed, that she wouldn't have any more, so that was it. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any Youth Organisations, like Guides? 

A. Oh yes, I was a Guide from, <..pause..> actually with the Guides from when I was in Stirling And I was in 
the Second Stirling Company and after having, <..pause..> Well I left there, it must have been when I was 
about sixteen and a bit, I left there, the Guides. But after I was widowed in 1958, I took up the Second 
Stirling Guide Company, as their Captain and so, <..pause..> And I had these Guides for approximately 
ten years or so, and I gave them up for about a year when my daughter was getting married and, 
<..pause..> However, I was asked then to go to St. Mark’s Church just to help out for about a week or so, 
and I ended up having them for about five years, the St. Mark’s Guides. So I must admit I went to lots 
and lots of camps and I loved the Guides. I loved having them too, used to have the girls here and train 
them in the house, 'cause when I was in St. Mark’s I couldn't get the use of the hall after April and, 
<..pause..> but Guides still went on, you know, right during the summer. So in fact, when I took up the 
Guiding, my friend Mrs. Williamson, Marion Williamson, she became my Lieutenant. I asked her if she 
would like to come and help me, so she hadn't been in Guides either, you know, since she'd been 
younger, so she teamed up with me and she became my Lieutenant and then she branched out and 
was a Captain of the Holy Trinity Guides. And so, with the result that by the time that I come down here, 
and my sister used to live out at the School House, this is one of the twins, used to live out at the 
School House at St. Ninians, at the Borestone and she had quite a good bit of ground and a huge room, 
and she was a good singer so she used to encourage them, you know, with the camp fire songs and 
that, and if we were training for a concert. So these were very happy days, and we always took the 
Guides very interesting walks. We took them, you know, all round about in Stirling, and to 
Cambuskenneth, the Wallace Monument and Holy Rude Church and, you know, all the, <..pause..> even 
to the cemeteries because of the things of interest, you know, the stones and various things there. But, 
yes, it was very good for me and it was also good for the Guides, it taught them something. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the cinema? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Uh-huh? 

A. I didn't care for it in the younger days. We used to have, when we were in Cupar, they used to have 
tuppenny matinées, and in these days of course they used to have a serial and it was always, you 
know, the usual sort of Cowboys and Indians. But I must admit I didn't really care very much when my 
brothers and sisters would go for, you know to that. I would much rather have done something else and 
I was usually either visiting or I was doing something else that suited me. However when I did come to 
Stirling, it was bigger cinemas and of course by that time the films were coming in better. You see it was 
the silent days when I went to the films, the pictures, it was silent days and you even, <..pause..> ‘All 
Quiet on the Western Front’ was, <..pause..> All The First World War was seen and I can remember that 
distinctly, it's glued in my mind, I can remember seeing that. But by the time we came to Stirling you 
were beginning to get the Deanna Durbin’s which you probably don't know anything about. But the likes, 
<..pause..> you were beginning to get nice films like that. But another lovely thing that happened in Stirling 
was that when The Regal was built. It was only built after I came here, they only used to have The 
Queen’s Cinema and there was the one at the Orchard Place, don't know what they called that one. 
There was that one and then there was the Allanpark Cinema was built and then of course there was 
The Regal, so you had these. But The Regal used to be used as entertainment at night. We had the 
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night when, we had a, what would you call it? The Infirmary Week they called it, they called it the 
Infirmary Week. And this was Philip McCann more or less, that was the name of the person, was Philip 
McCann, and he would come with his entourage, you see. And all the floats went along Stirling. 
Remember I gave you a photograph showing you Cowane Street? 

 

Q. Yes? 

A. Well that. They would go from right along there, right through the town, and all the floats, anybody who 
had lorries or wagons or whatever and they had this. Well at night time they also had what they called 
the ‘Ship Mates’, and this was held in The Regal Cinema and anybody who could sing or dance or play 
accordions or was musical, this was a show that was put on. Now there was a Herbert Christie, I don't 
know if you would have heard of him, he died a few years ago. But Herbert was terrific, you know, in 
getting the young people. He also used to have the, <..pause..> teach the choir, the Logie Kirk choir. My 
son was in that incidentally, and he used to, you know, rope in all the people who were musical or 
artistic, it depended just what they could do. We had people who were acrobats and things like that but, 
<..pause..> so that was always a highlight. And that was sort of in the era just before the war and it was 
really a marvellous thing. <..pause..> It was a Mr. Nairn who used to be the manager then, and he was 
very, you know, very good about the Hall and in getting in the talent, and you know, he was great. 

 

Q. Did your parents give you pocket money? 

A. Oh yes. As a matter of fact I used to get about thruppence. When we were in Cupar you used to get 
your money for the, <..pause..> tuppence to get into the matinée and you were usually given out a penny. 
And I can always remember at that you could get five ‘Golden Charms’ which were chocolate caramels, 
for a penny, five for a penny. But when we come to Stirling, of course my father was resident here 
fulltime then, by this time, when we come to Stirling, that was why we did come. We used to get 
thruppence at that point, but that had to do all your sweeties and anything else, you know, that you, 
<..pause..> you got nothing else during that particular week. But then because you had your Guide 
collections and you had your Sunday School collections, and by this time too you were beginning to get 
books, magazines of your own and things like that and also if you hadn't returned your library book, you 
had to pay your own, you know, fine, but not that we ever had very much of that. But we got pocket 
money, and I was getting sixpence when, <..pause..> I was getting sixpence a week in 1936 when I was 
sixteen and I remember thinking my pocket money should go up when I go up for my work. (laughs) I 
was getting sixpence then. But having said that, my brothers who, during the 1930's, there was lots of 
unemployment and one of them, actually one of them was a painter and one was a plumber, and during 
that particular spell, in the 1930's there was very little work and my brother Bert, he went down to Grays 
in Essex. And of course they were looking for work, you know, that any place they would go to get work, 
but it was only a sort of a temporary sort of thing so eventually he came back. And then my brother, the 
painter one, he worked with a firm and they were maybe laid off for so many months and then you 
would come back. But what my brother, particularly the one who went down south and came back used 
to do, he had work when he came home but the painter one didn't so he used to say, "Right, I'll give you 
sixpence a week if you press my trousers" and if I pressed the various things, you know, that he was 
wanting. So I can remember that, but I remember the first time I did them, I'm afraid I pressed them the 
wrong way, so they had creases like that, however, it wasnae a case of saying, "Well you're not doing 
them again" he showed me how to do them, says, "You don't do them like that, you do them like this, 
with brown paper" and all this. So I could remember getting paid, so that was part of pocket money that 
he used to give me when he was working, so it was great. It was quite funny that you look back on 
these things and I used to quite enjoy doing them. 

 

Q. So what did you spend your sixpence on? 

A. <..pause..> Usually I think it was, <..pause..> you spun it out to be quite honest, you know, you got a 
pennyworth of this and a pennyworth of that. I used to like what you called the Liquorice, and it was, you 
could put it in, <..pause..> You used to get a little bit for about tuppence and oh, it was really black and 
you could, <..pause..> Sugarallie water we used to call it, you could put it into water and put hot water on 
it and make this a sort of drink sort of thing. I don't think they have the likes of, have that in the shops 
now. But there was lots of things like that and sometimes for instance, there was a girl, I think I 
mentioned to you, next door who I used to chum, and if it was her, <..pause..> I remember her birthday 
was on a January, her birthday was the 16th of January, and you would perhaps, <..pause..> I remember 
giving her a string of beads, you know, and you could get them probably for thruppence or sixpence in 
Woolworth’s at that time, you know. Because it was only thruppence and sixpences that you got, so it 
probably would be thruppence I would get but that was away back you see when I was just eleven or 
twelve. So these are the things that, <..pause..> So you did that, and again if your mother had a birthday 
or your sisters had a birthday, you were encouraged to give them a card you know. That was one thing, 
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we did keep these things up, always cards but, so again if it was your friends. I'll be quite honest, I 
tended to prefer to give presents than to receive. It's a strange thing, I always feel embarrassed if I'm 
given a present. I'll be quite honest I prefer to give and I sometimes put myself and say, well if that's 
how you feel you shouldn't perhaps give it to someone else, but then again there are people who like to 
get presents. I love cards, people give me a card. I've got as many books where I've got them all from 
years. I've got cards, you know, granny cards, get well cards and things like that. I've got them there 
from various people, members of the family. So, these are the things that you spent your money on. 

 

Q. Could you explain the Sugarallie Water again? 

A. Yes, it's what we used to call, <..pause..> we used to call them Sugarallie Sticks. It's actually Liquorice 
Sticks but we used to put, <..pause..> this thing was, you know if you get a piece of, like the raw liquorice 
is like a, <..pause..> just like a twig off a tree, you know, you can get that. Well this wasn't, this was really 
like what you would get in Liquorice Allsorts, you know, the black liquorice, well we got this really, 
<..pause..> it was thick, a thick, you know, like that and you could break it and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was it hard? 

A. It was really hard. But if you broke a bit off and you could suck it for, <..pause..> be there for ages. But 
you could put it into a cup and put a drop of hot water and put a little sugar in it and this is what we used 
to call this, <..pause..> I don't know where that comes from, Liquorice is Sugarallie - would be to do with 
Allsorts, Liquorice you know. That was Sugarallie water. <..pause..> People'll maybe use it in a different 
term from I do, you see it depends on what part of the country you come from, you know, this is it. 

 

Q. Yes, uh-huh, I've certainly heard of it before but I've never known what it was. 

A. That's right, well that's what it is. You used to get it in a sweet shop at, <..pause..> that was the last I 
bought it. When I bought it, it must've been, <..pause..> I bought it for my grandchildren at one time and it 
must've maybe been about six or seven, eight years ago that I last bought a bit, put it that way, but I 
remember that was one thing I used to like to buy. 

 

Q. Were you given lessons by anyone before you went to school? 

A. <..pause..> No, you mean? <..pause..> 

 

Q. By your brothers and sisters? 

A. Oh well my mother used to. <..pause..> We had matches for lighting obviously the fires and eventually the 
gas, you know, when we had gas, and she used to teach us counting, you know, with the matches and 
things like that. And I think that you were taught <..pause..> to be quite honest, I think when you're one of 
a big family your ten times table was, <..pause..> As I was, I was one of nine so therefore you counted 
one to nine, so you knew what the numbers were to be quite honest. (laughing) 

 

Q. How old were you when you first went to school? 

A. I was four and a half. 

 

Q. What type of school was it? 

A. It was the Primary School. It was the what they called the Kirkgate. It was next to the church and it was 
a very good Primary School. It took you up 'til you must've been about, <..pause..> took you up 'til you 
were about eight, between eight and nine, and then you went on to the Castlehill School, now which 
wasn't a Secondary School, it was still a Primary School and then from Cupar you would have gone 
from that school, you know, at the Qualifying stages, and you would have from eleven or twelve you'd 
have gone on to what was termed the Bellbaxter. Now that was the Secondary School in Cupar. But I 
left before I was to go there so that was why I had to go to the Territorial School, you know, when we 
came to Stirling first. 

 

Q. What did you think of school? 

A. <..pause..> Well I liked Primary, the Kirkgate school but I didn't like the Castlehill School in as much as the 
teachers there were friendly. A number of them were friendly with my aunts, you know, they were sort of 
all in the Choral and all that sort of thing. And being one of a big family my, <..pause..> not the eldest, the 
second eldest sister, she had been a dux of the school and they were great singers and they were, you 
know, they were quite clever at the school. And I used to always feel that in that particular school, you 
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know, if you had made a mistake of some sort, I always felt that you weren't like your sister or you 
weren't like your brother and I resented that very much. So when I did come to Stirling I can always 
remember going, <..pause..> my mother taking me up to the school and seeing, <..pause..> it was a Mr. 
McLeod was the headmaster then. That was in 1931, and I think we went, <..pause..> I did go before the 
Christmas time, that's right, before they had their holidays, and I can just remember him, and I had a 
can-can, and I can just remember him lifting my can-can up and looking at my forehead and he just said 
to my mother, "She'll be alright," he says, "with a forehead like that," he says, "she'll be alright". So my 
mother just sort of looked, he says, "and she'll get along" and I don't know why, so my mother said later 
on when I said, "What does he mean in that way?" she says, I was telling him how that I hadn't cared for 
the school, about the other teachers and he says, <..pause..> I think she must have been telling him that 
and this is what he said. And I loved the Territorial School, mind you I was only there until probably you 
know the next summer 'cause then I'd go down to Riverside and I thoroughly enjoyed the school after 
that. 

 

Q. What's a can-can? 

A. (laughs) Your hair in a fringe. 

 

Q. Really? 

A. Uh-huh. (laughs) 

 

Q. What punishments were there at school? 

A. Oh there were plenty of punishments. It was a strap and sometimes a cane if it was long enough, yes. 
And even that was used in the Riverside School by a particular teacher who was teaching Commercial 
subjects and he had this long pointer and I would say he was most vicious to the boys, a vicious 
teacher, that's quite true. Mind you that's 19 sort of '32, '33, I'm talking about, really vicious. Yet there 
were some nice teachers and some of them were; <..pause..> I must admit in the Riverside School, there 
were some I would have said, oh teachers, you thought, "Oh dear, dear, I've got to go to the school" but 
when I look back and think that some of these teachers are the ones that left the most impression on 
you. There was always one who, <..pause..> she was a Miss Campbell and she used to teach us, you 
know, the Religious Instructions and all that, and you'd always to get a Bible lesson when you went 
back to her. But she also taught lots of other subjects. There was English and various things. And if you 
didn't do your homework, you know, she used to tell you that you lied and you cheated because you 
didn't do it sort of thing. (laughing) She didn't personally tell me that but as I say, these were the things. 
<..pause..> And some, it was usually the boys, and you thought to yourself, <..pause..> But strangely 
enough I remembered I had to go into the hospital to have my appendix out, just prior to being married 
and that was 1942 and she was playing the piano in the Infirmary at the hymn singing and it just shows 
you how she remembered. She came up and she remembered me being one of her pupils and then she 
says, "You used to be one that used to do your homework." But funnily enough I used to quite like the 
Bible lessons, I think she used to put it over in such good stories that, you know, you took it in. But there 
was also a Miss Boyd who was a marvellous, <..pause..> she was a bit, <..pause..> dare I say abrasive. But 
she was a Music teacher but oh, we used to go - and we were in choirs and we used to go to all the 
Festivals and she was great, you know, for the choir singing. But oh, you shuddered, you know, when 
you thought, <..pause..> if you know somebody was a note off, or came in at the wrong time or you didn't 
stop exactly when, <..pause..> But again when I go to hear choirs I always think of her. It's strange. She 
came I think from the north but I can remember all the teachers, they were tremendous. Mr. McCabe 
was one of them who, <..pause..> had to do with Drama, he has since died too but these teachers were 
great. 

 

Q. What subjects were you taught at school? 

A. <..pause..> Well to be quite honest you had to take most of the subjects and you took your, <..pause..> in 
my time it was Day School Lowers and Day School Highers. It wasn't, you know, your ‘O’ levels and ‘A’ 
levels and things like that that you're getting now. And it was a case of that you took them in sort of, 
<..pause..> all levels, you know. You had your English and sort of Maths and there was, <..pause..> even I 
took Domestic as well although you know, you had your other subjects as well. So, I had the Day 
School Lowers and the Day School Highers for what subjects I took, English and things like that. But 
again I also took Domestic as I say, and I took Cookery and I would like to have gone up actually to the 
‘Dough School’ as they talked about, because I liked cookery and dressmaking, and that's what I was 
saying. When I was fourteen at the school I remember having to take a dress. It was a beautiful green 
tweed my mother had got, it was an Irish tweed and I had to cut that out in the school and sew it all up 
in this school. And you know, the teacher helped to fit it on yourself, and I remember when it was 
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finished I was made to go round the school with it. And it was the same when I also made a cake at the 
school and I was, during other periods just prior to leaving the school and it must have been near 
Christmas time, and I was allowed off in other subjects to go and decorate the cake and that was taken 
round the school. So, these are things that I remember. I remember staying for a week in the, <..pause..> 
they called it the ‘House at the School’ with a Miss McGilvary and a Miss Symington who was a Guider 
incidentally. She still lives out in, <..pause..> Douglas Terrace in Cambusbarron, and I stayed with them, 
you see, and I used to go to the Guides. They were Guide Leaders and we used to go, you know, out 
walks at night and you were encouraged then, you know, to do for them as you would do, you know, set 
the table in the morning, make the breakfast and all that before you went to the school. It was great. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls get taught the same subjects? 

A. Yes, yes, there was Woodwork, there was a Woodwork class latterly in the Riverside School which we 
didn't get to, we didn't get Woodwork. but although I've said that I went to the evening classes myself 
and I made a dolls house. I'll show it to you before you go away, it's in my hut. And I discovered that I 
quite liked that as well because I, as I say, I've been widowed now, as I say, since 1958, but prior to that 
I did all the garden anyway and you know, lots of things about the garden and inside the house as well 
so. <..pause..> 

 

Q. What did you wear to school? 

A. Oh well that was the thing that, <..pause..> I always wore it, as far as you were at Secondary School, you 
did wear a gym tunic because you had various houses. You had the Burn’s and the Scott and you 
know, the Wallace and they were all different sashes and if you were going to Festivals and things like 
that you wore the one, you know, that you were in. So that, <..pause..> I'm saying there probably would be 
the odd occasion but I must admit that I used to always remember pressing my gyms and that you 
know, pressing my clothes, sometimes my navy skirt and that but it was mainly gyms, my gym tunic. 

 

Q. Was everybody dressed alike? 

A. They did. You know you started off the year alike but you did wear your blazer in these days, whereas I 
noticed that by the time that my family came on the scene that you spent quite a lot of money getting 
them, you know, their blazers, you know, with their school badge on the outside pocket. And with the 
result they'd perhaps wear them, you know, for a couple of months or something unless again they were 
going something, you know, with the school but I know that they tended to sort of break away from that. 

 

Q. What sort of shoes did you wear for school? 

A. The usual Clark’s flat shoes, and there used to be Youthskid soles that they talked about, in other 
words, rubber soles. But that was mainly flat shoes like that, that you wore, a walking shoe. At least, 
that's what I wore. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you go onto another school afterwards? 

A. No, I stayed on in the Riverside 'til I was sixteen, that's why I took the Day School O Levels, Day School 
Lowers and Highers. And if you had excelled yourself and had wanted to go further you could have 
gone to The High School, I think it was for a year or a couple of years, something like that and then you 
could have gone on to some of the colleges. But the fact is I got the post in McLaughlin and Brown’s 
just through having stood outside the door on the way to the Albert Hall, you know, the prize-giving 
service that night, so I was lucky enough to be able to get into a job right away so I was fortunate. 
Something I liked too because it was clerical. 

 

Q. So would you have stayed longer? 

A. No, I think it was the right time. I was ready for leaving at that time because most of the friends that I 
had been at school with left when they were fourteen and fifteen. See, you could leave the school at 
fourteen in these days but the fact that my mother was a widow, and there didn't seem to be a lot of 
work going around, you know, for, well my age group, particularly just after leaving the school at the 
summer holidays. Any jobs that were going were sort of picked up, you know, soon and with the result 
that, <..pause..> it suited my mother better if they had kept me at the school, being educated because she 
was getting not very much in the way of a widows’ pension. And I think at that time she was getting ten 
shillings for herself and five shillings for me and half a crown for my younger brother. So he, incidentally, 
he when he was twelve he'd been very ill with diphtheria and I remembered when he, <..pause..> the day 
he came home from, <..pause..> it was Kildean Hospital. That was the hospital you used to be taken to, 
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and he got the letter saying that he'd passed a Bursary to go to the High School, he was very clever, 
and so he went to the High School for, you know, a few years. Of course by this time there was the sort 
of thoughts of the war beginning, you know, there was this anxiety, you know, it wasn't declared or 
anything then but there was a bit of sort of unrest in these days you know. 

 

Q. You were saying you did evening classes, doing Woodwork? 

A. Mm-hmm. That was in later years. I went to the Wallace High School and bought the wood and they 
said that, <..pause..> That was what the advertisement said, that you know, you could just bring along 
your wood and you know, know what you wanted to do or, <..pause..> Even they had books, so I went 
and asked her what kind of book they had, and there was I think two women in the class but oh we got 
the use of all the tools, lathe, and it was absolutely fantastic and it was great. So, I made this house and 
I got the wood and I started off, I was making, <..pause..> it was a mock Tudor house and unfortunately 
the person who, <..pause..> The teacher I don't think had had a request for something just quite like that, 
and me just being a greenhorn. However, I eventually succeeded in doing all the things with the help of 
some of the other workers, the people who had come, some of the other men who had come, you know, 
the ****** because you were able to cut the wood just as I would have been using my machine for 
sewing. I was able to use this thing for cutting, it was great, I thoroughly enjoyed it. 

 

Q. Did you go to any other sort of evening classes? 

A. Och yes, prior to that even before I was widowed we used to go up to, <..pause..> my sisters and myself, 
we used to go up to The High School and I used to do Dressmaking. And I used to do making things for 
my family and I remember making an evening dress, and this was the time when the boned dress came 
in where there was no straps on. And I remember my husband didn't dance so therefore I didn't go to 
many dances but I remember being invited to a Masonic dance in Cupar by my brother who was 
resident there. And I remember making this dress with oh, beautiful, <..pause..> I must've liked corded, 
<..pause..> but I notice it was the same type of satin as my wedding dress, but this was a lovely sort of 
candy stripes and I remember making this during the day and also taking it up to the night school at 
night and getting the time off because it gave you, <..pause..> well, relaxation away from the house as 
well. But I was fortunate, my mother lived with me so she was able to sort of baby-sit if my husband 
happened to be going out back to, you know, either do evening work or whatever else he was doing. 
That was the general thing in these days, I mean there were big classes of evening classes, there was 
Sewing, and I went to, <..pause..> another time I went to Cookery class, I remember making Christmas 
cakes and that was good fun too. It was Confectionery, supposed to be just Confectionery, we made 
sweets as well, that was always another thing and, <..pause..> But you see things didn't seem to be as 
expensive as they are now, you know, you could afford to get your currants and raisins and things and 
do that sort of thing, but even to make a Christmas cake, now it's very expensive. We used to, as 
sisters, used to vie with each other, you know, and particularly my eldest sister Mary, the one I was 
saying that was twelve years older than I was. She bridged the gap between sort of my mother and me 
if you know what I mean, because our mothers were very reluctant, you know, to talk about, you know, 
health-wise and, you know, your physical being. But with the result that you learned a lot from an older 
sister and she was very good in advising me, same as when my daughter was, <..pause..> As a matter of 
fact when she was married and my sister went to live in Eaglesham and I spent my honeymoon there 
when she had come through to the wedding and she gave me her house. That was where Hess 
<..pause..> landed and I was there the year after I think that I was married, when the time when he landed 
up at the moors. So that was quite an interest as well. But anyway, my sister eventually come back into 
Stirling and was housed in here. But she was tremendous and she was a great one if anybody had 
parties, <..pause..> like my family was having a birthday, she would always come along and the parties 
didn't start until she came because she had a marvellous personality, and she was a tremendous cook. 
She would bring you know, <..pause..> and I would have a cake and she would bring the dumpling and 
the scones and everything. And all my nieces and nephews used to always come to the parties in here 
because the granny was here as well and these were very, very happy days. Lovely, particularly that 
sister was tremendous, a great personality. Mind you she, you know, she kept them in their place but 
she was tremendous. 

 

Q. While you were at school, did you have any part-time jobs or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh no, that, <..pause..> As a matter of fact that I don't think was done in these days, I don't recall of any of 
my friends, <..pause..> As a matter of fact when I was at school, that was during, you know, the 19, 
<..pause..> well I left school in 1936. But up until these times I think I've told you previously there wasn't a 
lot of work, you know. There was lots of mills around here, when I say that, you had one in Doune. I 
think there were towels that was made there, and then there was a linoleum factory down in the Abbey 
Road, in the Riverside area, and there was a shirt factory there, and these people had to get the fulltime 
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employment so there was never any, <..pause..> and that used to work in peace time. I think they had, 
you know, spates if you know when it was a busy time and I think perhaps, I don't know whether it was 
Christmas time or not but I remember people who used to work there. 

 

Q. What was your first fulltime job? 

A. With McLaughlin and Brown’s. 

 

Q. And can you describe your work? 

A. Yes. Well I was taken on as a clerkess, that was, I was to start my duties as a clerkess but until the 
person who was actually leaving the office, to whom I was going to succeed, I was in the millinery 
department which in fact, you know, had, apart from just selling hats, they had lovely flowers that people 
wore in their evening dresses and there was the cosmetics, Elizabeth Arden’s was the make that they 
had. And at that time that I, <..pause..> the shop had in fact the corsetry department and it was an 
expensive shop. They had the gloves and sort of stockings at the front shop and scarves on another 
side. And it was elderly people, when I say elderly, probably they would be elderly to me when I was 
sixteen and they'd probably be in their forties. There weren't very many very young people and they 
were dealing as I say with what we called the society people of this area. I mean it was definitely for 
people who had money who could run up accounts more or less, and that, that was I would say from the 
society areas and all the big houses. You had the Coldoch and Blairdrummond and Argaty and there 
was, <..pause..> I could name all the houses - Easterlivands and The Grendron, that's a big house now 
that's into housing estate. But the owners of these houses that used to come, and it was rather 
interesting because their nannies sometimes used to come in to collect sort of purchases or their 
housekeepers. And when their family or the daughters were coming out to be presented at court, when 
they were about seventeen or eighteen, the parents of course used to come in with the families and 
sometimes there was more than one daughter, they could perhaps have two. And they of course used 
to get rigged out and they would go from the, <..pause..> they would have the gown department which 
was upstairs and it depended on what type of dress they were having because there was also 
seamstresses downstairs and ones upstairs, it was on sort of two floors. And then of course when they 
had selected their dress they then had to come down to the millinery and they would try on various hats. 
But if the hats that was sort of in stock, more or less, wasn't suiting the younger generations, they made 
them out of buchram, and then they covered them with whatever that, you know, they had made them 
the sort of netting and that was the thing I appreciated more 'cause I used to model for all of these 
things and it was rather exciting. And I also learned a lot because I was there when they were having to 
renovate them or to take them in or let them out and things like that. So I learned a lot of sewing too 
'cause I was interested in it, and I learned all the ways of finishing and they were very helpful 
downstairs. And their workroom wasn't like the shops that you get nowadays, I mean they were bare 
boards and there was old-fashioned fires that you had to stoke with coal downstairs. I didn't have to do 
it, what I was meaning was that somebody who was down there was having to, you know, fill in this sort 
of thing and they only stopped, you know, for about ten minutes for a break for their cup of tea, and then 
they were back to their sewing, very industrious, you weren't encouraged. I think my mother, as I told 
you previously, you were never allowed to sit idle and that followed me on when I was working too. 
You'd always to, you know, sort of be hastening here or there.. But I thoroughly enjoyed that. 
Eventually, even after I, it was only a number of months when I was in that department and I left, going 
to the cash desk and then into the office. So I had the benefit of having handled cash and also doing the 
clerical work because we had to, <..pause..> We dealt with Silhouette and Charnos and all the good 
makes of stockings in these days, tights weren't in. And you had all the Jaqual hats and things so you 
had to send leaflets to all of these places and send, you know, all the various accounts and things. So 
that I learned all of that, so that was quite good. I enjoyed that part very much. 

 

Q. And where was McLaughlin and Brown’s? 

A. It was in Murray Place and it's where now, the House of Fraser’s is now but it was in as I say Murray 
Place. But next there was an opening of which one would have termed a close between that and 
Woolworth’s which, standing in front of the shop, Woolworth’s was to your left-hand side. But the close 
was a communal one and that led you down into Orchard Place which was at the back of the shops. 
And when the goods were being delivered to both, well to all of the shops who had back premises, they 
had to come along there and of course they were horse-drawn in these days, the lorries used to come, 
<..pause..> And the likes of from the railway, anything that had to come by the railway. And the likes of 
Jamieson and Munro, they were the people who supplied the papers you know, tissues and brown 
paper etc. And because all of the boxes when they went out, the gowns all went in beautiful cardboard 
boxes and they were lined with, you know, the tissue paper and even all of the hats that went out, no 
matter what size of hat it was, went out in a hat box and it was all packed with tissues and the box was 
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tied with string in these days. Whereas now I don't think a shop ever thinks of string, I mean, it's all 
Sellotape and with the result that boxes could be used over and over again and even the paper could 
be used over and over again. It was economical that when parcels were delivered to the shop, that was 
the, <..pause..> They had three errand girls and they used to have to, <..pause..> you know, with the 
parcels, they had to save the papers and they could be used you know, for, <..pause..> not necessarily for 
tying up to go to customers, but if they were going back, you know, to firms, they could be used again, 
the paper could be used again. 

 

Q. And how did you get your job? 

A. Well, when I was at the Riverside School, the Bath master was a Mr. Carruthers, and I think I told you 
previously that I was a good swimmer and when I was leaving, in fact it was the year previous when I 
was fifteen. He had a sister, a Miss Allen who worked in, <..pause..> sister-in-law rather, a Miss Allen who 
worked in the millinery department and when it came to the summer holidays and he said, if you go into 
Mr. Roberts who's the proprietor, there was an actual proprietor and a proprietress. Miss Martin dealt 
with the upstairs part of the shop and Mr. Roberts dealt with the downstairs. If they were interviewing 
people or employing people it was done half-and-half and when I did appeal to him at that particular 
time he told me that, <..pause..> Well there wasn't any vacancies then but he would keep me in mind you 
know if when, <..pause..> Well at that time he said that normally the staff didn't leave. Once they were in 
there, they stayed there but they didn't stay for the sake of the wages because the wages were only five 
shillings a week then and you paid tuppence for your Infirmary and tuppence for the Infirmary and for 
your insurance and, <..pause..> So, however, as I think I told you previously my mother was widowed and 
so I was encouraged to stay on to the school and to see if something else turned up. So when it came 
to the following year and I was waiting in this particular close I was telling you, which divided 
McLaughlin’s from Woolworth’s. I was waiting there prior to going to the Albert Hall to the prize-giving 
service and Mr. Roberts came out to get the gates, they used to be the gates with all the brass plaques 
on them for, in front of the shop. And he immediately said, "You're the person," he says, "that, you came 
for a job last year?" and I said, "Yes." he says, "Are you working?" "No," I says, "I've just left school, it's 
the prize-giving tonight." and he just said, "Well come in on Monday and I'll see if we can arrange 
something." So, that was really how I got the job. 

 

Q. How did you learn your job? 

A. Well you were given duties to do. <..pause..> I think in making comparisons now when the position I was 
in prior to having retired, even myself, like the past two years, the girls came in slightly older than, 
<..pause..> You know, they were staying on to school about sixteen or seventeen, and these girls had a 
good grounding at the school of either Typing, Shorthand or some, you know, other thing. But where, 
when we went in as I say at that particular time the older generation, they weren't terribly old but they 
were the older school put it that way, and it was a case of you were to do what you were told and you 
were advised what to do, and it wasn't the case of that, "I don't want to do that!" or "That's not my job, 
that's somebody else's job" because you wouldn't have had a job then, jobs were so scarce. But apart 
from that you appreciated getting one and with the result, apart from that, that particular type of shop it 
reminds you of the programmes that you see now, the ‘Upstairs Downstairs’, the sort of clientele, as 
they were money people and therefore the assistants, who, as I say, they were a bit senior, were very 
refined and therefore that a lot of that refinement sort of rubbed off. I mean there were sort of things that 
you didn't say and things that you didn't do, and you'd always to look busy in the shop even although 
the customers were coming and perhaps it was a quiet spell and you maybe had been speaking. You 
had to break up and not stand gossiping in the shop and that sort of thing. I mean you weren't driven 
with a stick or anything like that but you were just advised, and you were also told that if customers 
were in to listen to what was being said. You had perhaps sometimes, there was a phone inside a little 
room which was off the millinery department and incidentally the millinery department was beautiful. It 
was beautifully carpeted and it was mirrors all round the walls and it was all done in white paintwork and 
the mirrors, and of course it reflected all the lights and made the place really lovely and bright, and then 
of course the display of Elizabeth Arden’s goods. So, everything, your surroundings were nice to begin 
with, and when you were handling all of the drawers with the hats in them and the boxes with the 
flowers that, you know, they would wear if they, you know for corsages or evening wear and things like 
that. These were all lovely to handle the materials were beautiful and that in itself, <..pause..> So that's 
how you learned. You learned that and when they were doing stocktaking everybody had to sort of lend 
a hand, you know, if they were busy, if customers were coming, and stocktaking still had to go on. So 
you had to handle these things and there was always beautiful, <..pause..> I'm not particularly fond of 
artificial flowers <..pause..> of any kind, but I must admit they had beautiful vases, like antique vases in 
the shop and it was always like sprigs of sort of Japanese flowers, and to me they were always 
beautifully made and I used to think, <..pause..> And that impresses me very much because you often 
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had to dust those too, you know, when it was coming to the spring cleaning time, everybody had to lend 
a hand to dust these sort of things to make sure that, <..pause..> You know we had cleaners in the shop 
but they weren't allowed to handle the sort of valuable, the antiques and things, but it was very nice. I 
mean you were sort of terrified in case you dropped them sometimes yourself but it was marvellous. So, 
that was how you learned, you learned from them and their mannerisms but you had to pick up, you 
know, what they, <..pause..> "Good morning Madam" that was another thing that, <..pause..> it was "Good 
morning Madam" and "Sir" if the husbands or some of the men came in with them and it was very much 
‘Upstairs Downstairs’. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. Worked from nine o'clock until six o'clock and we had a half day on Saturday. We didn't work on a 
Saturday which was unusual because most of the other shops did work. And the shops at that time, like 
fruiterers were open 'til nine o'clock at night and butchers, as I think I previously told you when you used 
to be going up Baker Street. That impressed me, there was a lot of butcher shops there and they were 
open 'til very late at night. But the likes of McLaughlin and Brown’s, again I think that was because you 
wouldn't have got the type of their clientele coming in on a Saturday afternoon, you know. And as I say 
we stopped at six o'clock so that, <..pause..> And you had one hour for your lunch and you had to be 
good timekeepers, I mean it wasnae a case of saying, "Oh I'll have ten minutes here and leave, you 
know, late and come back, you know, sort of later" you had to stick to your hours. 

 

Q. Did you have any coffee breaks? 

A. Yes, we had, <..pause..> It was actually tea we had, it was, <..pause..> There was two tea rooms. There 
was one on the first floor and one on the second floor, and that of course was quite good too, because if 
people were eh, going into the dress department and, you know, dressed in coats, they could go into, 
<..pause..> depending on which floor they were on, you know, they could go into whichever tea room that 
they fancied and you could also get entry into it from this communal close between Woolworth’s and our 
shop. But we had a ten minute coffee break and we had to go for the coffees for the heads of our 
department and they used to have it in this little room I was telling you. They were always concealed 
and they had their coffee. And they always used to have, <..pause..> I think what impressed me was 
always the apple tarts, lovely pastries because they used to buy them, you had to buy these from the, 
<..pause..> You know, you didn't get it for nothing, they had to go and buy it from, <..pause..> that was the 
only source where they could have got it but they had to pay that. I think it were a penny for the cake 
and I think it was tuppence for their cup of tea if I remember correctly. 

 

Q. Did you have any holidays with pay? 

A. <..pause..> We had a week’s holiday, and we must've got pay. Yes, we had a week’s holidays, it was just 
em, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What sort of wages did you get when you first started? 

A. Well I started with five shillings a week and, you know, your four-pence off, tuppence for the Infirmary, 
tuppence for the insurance and, <..pause..> I can't remember how, when I went into the office after that, 
<..pause..> Funnily enough I previously told you I came from Fife, came from Cupar in Fife and while I 
was living in Fife there was a relation of a family who my mother was friendly with and there was one of 
the, <..pause..> the grand-daughter used to come through to Cupar and I used to play with this girl. She 
was a Chrissie Paterson but it was a strange thing, she was the person that was in this cash desk 
whose job I was taking over. 

 

Q. Really? 

A. Yes, it was quite funny. She was going, and I can't remember where Chrissie was going to, but I always 
remember she used to come through to Cupar and she always had beautiful dolls and obviously she 
wanted to bring her dolls with her and so, <..pause..> So that's, I was going to say, that eh, I can't 
remember when I left. Actually in 1940, I think I had only roughly about twelve shillings, twelve, 
something like that because I remembered I left to go to the W.M.S.A. which was the Wholesale Meat 
Suppliers Association as a clerkess. At that time the, well meat was rationed and it was to various 
areas, were just similar to what you had in our regionization. You had the Falkirk, Stirling and 
Clackmannan and I can remember my pay then, as we talked about, was two pound something, so that 
was a vast increase, yes. 

 



 1442

Q. Did you feel that it was a fair wage? 

A. <..pause..> Oh definitely not, because you, <..pause..> as a matter of fact, you had to dress accordingly. 
You had to wear a black dress and you had to, <..pause..> You relieved it with collars and cuffs which you 
made yourself, and when I started I remembered my mother taking me to Glasgow and getting a black 
dress and of course a pair of black shoes with a heel on them. (laughs) And I think by the time she had 
rigged me out it cost about, <..pause..> the likes of I had got, cost about four weeks wages and you had 
to, <..pause..> You couldn't renew your dress obviously very often, but you could renew your collars and 
cuffs and you could make them into, you know, they were always satin. You made satin collars and they 
were usually creams or pale lemons and never sort of black and white, it was slight champagne sort of 
colours we did. We used to all do that, make our own collars and cuffs. But it certainly wasn't a fair 
wage and another thing is, you had to go dressed accordingly, I mean if you, <..pause..> In these days it 
was stockings you wore and they were sort of rayon silk and if you caught them in anything, they 
laddered, just there and then, and you see you had to sew them. But you weren't encouraged to go 
with, you know, tatty looking clothes because of the shop you were in. They used to have what they 
termed the fully-fashioned stockings and of course they were seamed in these days and you could find 
if they did ladder, you know, they could ladder right, <..pause..> you always knew they were fully-
fashioned because they came right down into the seam of, you know, this part of the stocking. But to 
buy a pair of those, if I can remember correctly, it was over one, <..pause..> it was one and something for 
a pair of stockings and you could get them for nine-pence in Woolworth’s and some of the other 
drapers, the shop you could get them. But if you were being good to yourself on a payday or your 
mother was being good to you and saying you could have a pair, you would buy a pair of the stockings 
in the shop, and they did last longer because you could darn them. You could darn the toes if your toes 
came through them, with sort of embroidery threads, you know, you take a strand, embroidery threads 
used to come in sort of strands of four or whatever, and if you took one strand of that you used to, could 
darn these, and they stood up to that whereas the ones you bought for nine-pence didn't. 

 

Q. Did you give any of your money to your mother? 

A. She got it all, may I say! She got it and then I got pocket money back. But I didn't get a lot of money in 
my hand, just as pocket money to sort of say you put it here and you put it there. Because as I say, my 
mother was a widow and as I say, by the time I was working mind you my brothers were older and they 
had, <..pause..> You know, there were more permanent jobs at that time and so, it was my twin sisters 
too, they were three and a half years older than I was, so they were working, but at the same time there 
was a lot, <..pause..> I mean, your clothes-wise, to buy shoes, although they were a lot cheaper, they 
were cheaper than what you would get now, and they lasted longer. But nevertheless, my brothers in 
fact used to repair the shoes, and yet you used to, could get stick on soles, but apart from that you also 
had shoes that you could put a sprig or a stud as they talked about, in the heels, you know, to keep you 
from going down or to support, you know, your shoe sometimes if you felt you were walking in on some 
of your shoes, you know. But my brothers used to do that and I think sometimes my mother did it as 
well. I mean we used to have the old last, as I say, everybody had the likes of these things because 
most parents, fathers or, you know, or someone, or uncles or grandfathers used to, you know, take to 
do with the shoes. Oh there were lots of cobblers mind you but as I say, a lot of people could buy the 
sprigs and do it themselves which was good. But, <..pause..> my mother gave me, I think I told you 
previously, I liked sewing from an early age and therefore she would give me money to buy material if I 
wanted to make something. And I didn't start going to dancing until I probably was about maybe 
seventeen or eighteen and we used to go to the Boating Club dances and, you know, you had to be, 
sort of come a member and that was one thing where I found the advantage of being able to sew. You 
could actually go with a skirt, perhaps a flared sort of skirt and you could use that. I'm not saying you 
used that at your work because you'd to wear a black dress but you could perhaps use it, say for a 
function, if you were going to someone else's house and that was you sort of dressed. But you could 
jazz the same thing up by doing embroidery, and sit one night and do embroidery on it, and if you were 
going to some other thing and you wanted to wear that same skirt you could put sequins in the middles 
of the flowers that you had done, and you could change it. And then some night you would sit down and 
say, "I'm tired of that" and take all the embroidery threads out and you could have back to your black 
skirt. And again the same with dresses, you could make cummerbunds. And little Austrian styles were in 
at that time, you had the plain dress, you know, with a little puff sleeve, that was like a more eh, summer 
wear if you were going to summer dances and you could make these black and tie them, <..pause..> the 
velvet ones and make the button holes and tie them in the front, and you copied the sort of the Austrian 
and Hungarian styles, but then as I say you could make a thinner belt if the styles changed. So, that 
was the advantage I found with being able to sew. People used to think I had a lot of clothes, but I made 
a lot and I chopped and changed round about. And I still do that. (laughs) 
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Q. How much pocket money did you get when you were young? 

A. Well I can remember getting sixpence but mind you, sixpence in these days was, <..pause..> You only 
paid a penny for the bus going up and the bus coming back, but my mother paid the likes of that. But 
what I meant, I was making a comparison with bus fares and things like that of just now. If I was going 
to a dance for instance, to pay to go to a dance, my mother would have to give me the money because 
the likes of what I was getting wouldn't have taken me into the dance. Mind you, you could get to the 
pictures. Pictures were, you could get for about sixpence and nine-pence to the pictures and things like 
that but, <..pause..> I think that you used that even for buying lipstick, you know, my mother sort of 
disapproved of that, you know, until you got that bit older, you know, she felt you shouldn't. <..pause..> 
But you know, when I was one of a family and my sisters were using it, and I used to fall heir to some of 
theirs as well. But you had the novelty of going in, <..pause..> Woolworth’s was next door too, which was 
thruppence and sixpences you see, you could go in there and sometimes you wanted maybe nail 
varnish and something like that so you spent it on these sort of things. 

 

Q. You were saying that when you were modelling for McLaughlin and Brown’s you got all your makeup 
put on? 

A. Yes, that's right. Yes, that was one, but I was only sixteen at that time. Now I hadn't been there for; I 
was still in the millinery department at that time, and was before I'd gone into the cash desk and I 
remembered the demonstrator had come from McLaughlin and Brown’s and she of course wanted a 
model for some of the new products that they had on. So, it was a Miss Hutchison, a very elderly 
person, a very birdie-like person, and she says, "Yes, yes, yes," and although my name's Kathleen the 
older people used to abbreviate your name, didn't matter whether you were Kathryn, you were given, 
<..pause..> or Katherine, or what, I was always called Kathleen, and my name's Katherine. And then from 
when I was born I was always called Kathleen but it was the done thing, schoolteachers abbreviated 
your name to Kathy, and if you were Elizabeth it was either to Bessie or, you know, and I think they had 
no right to do that, I mean your parents were using, you know, a name, different, if they were 
abbreviating it and you were just known as that. But I can always remember this particular person used 
to annoy me because it was, “Yes Kathy'll do this, Kathy yes, yes.” So I could remember anyway, 
<..pause..> sitting and thinking all this was marvellous, had my face done up and it was very nicely done. 
It wasn't done as if you were ready for the stage, as I think some people can put it on very thickly. Now, 
it was very sort of indiscreet, [discreet] it was very nice and I had very high colour in being sort of dark, 
<..pause..> you know, dark haired and the rosy country cheeks I used to often think, and that was sort of 
toned down a bit so that they put a little rouge sort of at the higher points of the cheek bones, but I 
remember going home for my lunch and being made to scrub my face, that I looked like a bad woman. 
(laughs) So, that was, I had to scrub my face before I went back, and so that was, <..pause..> I'm afraid I 
didn't get any more makeup on, not through there but I, <..pause..> eventually you put on cream and 
powder and you tried all things out and eventually things fell into place when, you know, you grew up 
once you started to work, you know. 

 

Q. So, you still lived at home at this time then? 

A. Oh yes. Actually I've never been away from this house. I lived in this house even then. 

 

Q. So, what other sort of jobs were in the shop? 

A. Well there was, <..pause..> Eventually when I went in to the cash desk there was three message girls and 
I had to give them duties, that was part of my work. And when I say that, part of my work too was to 
take stock of the, <..pause..> paper, which I told you previously that Jamieson and Munro from the Craigs 
used to deliver the paper, and it was brown paper, you know, reams and quires etcetera. And I had to 
check that as it came in and I had to advise the girls that if it was coming in, that they in turn were to 
open the parcel up. That they were to come and let me know it was in so I could go down and check it 
with them, and then they would have to store it, the girls would have to store it in certain places. Now 
over and above that I had to, <..pause..> They had their cleaning chores, although they were message 
girls, there was one or two cleaners, you know. There were some for upstairs and some for downstairs 
and they used to, <..pause..> they used to make ice-cream down in the basement and that was another 
part of the cleaner and the message girls, to make sure that this machine never ever went off and there 
was, <..pause..> I just remember that was part of their duty. So, with the result the windows were washed 
every morning, the windows of the shop, the front shop, there was a small Arcade when you came in 
from the front. Now they had a sort of wrought iron gate with the big brass plates on it with McLaughlin 
and Brown’s Limited etcetera etcetera and that had all to be Brassoed and the cleaner, the cleaner she 
took charge of the girls when they were doing their cleaning and she gave them their duties too 
because they had to do all the Arcade and all the windows. But the inside of the windows, that was 
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done by the Heads of Department because when they would go to dress the windows, you know, the 
shoes had to come off and they had to put, <..pause..> The windows had to be cleaned out and I've seen 
them getting some of the young assistants in the shop, you know, take their shoes off and go in, if they 
were tall to reach up to the windows, you know, to make sure they were polished well. So that then of 
course the message girls, when they were ready to go out in the afternoon to do the deliveries, if they 
were perhaps, <..pause..> It used to be tuppence to go to Bridge of Allan. And the stop, the bus stop used 
to be right across the road at Hepting and Farrer’s and it was tuppence to Bridge of Allan but there was 
always two went together, you never had, <..pause..> unless they were just going central. If they were 
perhaps going out to the Donald’s of Grendon’s, I was saying which was in Snowdon Place, or to 
Melville Terrace, you know, these places, sort of to Langarth, some of the big houses, that was alright. 
But when they were going to Bridge of Allan there was usually two and they always made it, their, sort 
of their journey was really worthwhile because what they did was, <..pause..> I've seen the girls with a hat 
box in one finger and a gown box in the others and another packet with gloves, you know, on another 
finger and it would be bitterly cold weather you know, that sometimes they couldn't get their gloves on 
because they had to get these strings, as I told you, they were all tied up with strings. And they had to 
go right up to the top, you know, of Bridge of Allan when they got in, when they got off the bus so that 
they worked for their money, the message girls and they were always very nice girls, yes, they were 
very nice, well spoken. I think too, that even the message girls who, you know, did come were vetted. 
You know when I say that they were well behaved and conscientious, and they were very nice. 

 

Q. Did men and women work. together? 

A. <..pause..> Didn't have any men. Mr. Roberts was the only male person, yes. That's interesting, I've never 
thought about that at the moment. I mean it was a ladies’ outfitters, put it that way. So on the ground 
floor you had stockings, gloves and handbags, you know, the sort of accessories as we talked about, 
these were all in the front. You had the two cash desks on either side of that so that when they were 
selling, <..pause..> because you had the ordinary public coming in as well but mind you they still had to be 
managed when they came in, but you had these. And we used to do, <..pause..> there was a typewriter in 
the main box, there was a Miss McColl, a Miss Minnie McColl who was the, <..pause..> she was in one of 
the cash desks and she in fact taught me then lots of things that I should know about the cash and 
about going across to the North of Scotland Bank and all that and getting the change. But over and 
above that we used to type the menus for the, <..pause..> There weren't many typed but we used to type 
the menus so that was another thing that, <..pause..> I used to go to Miss Simpson’s College for, you 
know, Shorthand Typing so that also helped me, I did that at night so that also helped me in the office. 
But so then of course you then had the millinery department and then when you went through, you went 
through to the outfitters, the corsetier as we talked about and there was everything there, from the frilly 
ones to the stays for the elderly people. You felt they were like ropes. (laughs) 

 

Q. So you got on well with the people that you worked with? 

A. Yes, oh yes, yes, <..pause..> I suppose when we were younger you had your favourites I suppose too, 
you had your favourites too but I must admit that we used to have jewellery in one of the counters, but 
only at Christmas time. They brought in a lot and I can always remember admiring a spider and it was a 
beautiful, like an emerald stone and the legs were gold, and they wouldn't be real gold but I mean they 
looked as if they were gold, and they had the legs, and they had little eyes and that may sound, 
<..pause..> "Fancy anybody liking a spider," it was absolutely beautiful. And I can always remember 
someone bought it, someone came in and bought this. There was also a lovely maroon one and it had a 
little spider on a chain hanging from it and I loved that one in particular and, <..pause..> But I can 
remember when the green one was sold 'cause I was looking at these out of the cash desk and I can 
remember being quite sad, I thought, "That was nice," not that I could afford to buy it at that time 
because, <..pause..> But I can always remember at Christmas time it was a Mrs. Hardy that was the head 
one in the office down, <..pause..> Now the office was downstairs, although I was in the cash desk there, I 
eventually had to go down into the office to do the books. But there was a Miss Massey there, an Ella 
Massey and there was Mrs. Hardy, and she'd a bun, a very tight bun and very precise but oh a beautiful 
writer and that was her writing that was on that letter I showed you of my <..pause..> reference. And I can 
always remember at Christmas time, that's what she gave me for my Christmas. She bought the red 
one and when I saw the red one going I said, "Somebody's bought that one as well" and of course, 
<..pause..> I think these were the only two that were like that, and she'd purchased it and gave it to me for 
my Christmas. I can always remember that, I had it for many years, I don't know what happened to that 
now. 

 

Q. Could you talk or relax at all at your work? 
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A. No, the only time you did that was perhaps if there was a, you know, a quiet spell. If perhaps, you know, 
when it come to maybe, say about eleven o'clock maybe in the day and the shop was quieter. The 
proprietor Mr. Roberts was always around and as I say his domain was the lower part, I mean he still 
had to go up because he was a proprietor, but he still had to go up to Miss Martin but he always came 
down, and he always stood and chattered with the heads of department. And that was another thing you 
learned from him, he would have to go down to London and one of the heads of the department, the 
buyers would go down to London and buy the stock for the, <..pause..> You know, say it was the millinery, 
or the ones from upstairs, it would be Miss Martin, I can't remember, I think it was a Miss Wylie who 
used to live upstairs, work upstairs. They used to go down to London and buy, you know, the sort of, 
<..pause..> find out what styles were coming in. And then of course all the goods used to arrive and that 
was what I was saying that, you know, when they used to arrive, you know, they had the paper and 
everything had to be saved. But he had a discussion with them about sales and probably about 
management and just about, <..pause..> You never heard them discussing the clientele. You perhaps 
heard them saying a certain dress would suit a certain person and they would perhaps mention one of 
them, but it was always that their styles, they would try to get something in that was going to be suiting 
them because we are all different shapes and sizes because, <..pause..> And as I said when the people 
who were purchasing used to come too, particularly if it was to do with, <..pause..> well, for themselves. If 
they were going to be presented, the daughter was going to be presented at Court and they were 
obviously having to take them or if they were going to any big function. There used to be great, big 
county balls in the town and they would arrive up in their chauffeur-driven cars and the chauffeur would 
be in his beautiful livery and gloves and, you know, the leggings and oh. <..pause..> And each, you know, 
each customer who come had their own, of course, type of car and that in itself was lovely to see. 

 

Q. Was there a presentation when someone retired? 

A. Yes, there was a, <..pause..> When I was there, there was a person from upstairs in the gown 
department, she was leaving to get married and, <..pause..> at that time too, just breaking in, in the 
millinery department. At Christmas time, I told you there was jewellery. It used to go into the front 
counter at Christmas time, but at one time near Christmas time they used to get lots of beautiful 
Madeira work, Madeira cloths and there would be little, sort of, <..pause..> decorative mirrors would come 
in, like little sort of bedroom mirrors, and ornaments and lovely tablemats and things, and they would 
have these in the millinery, displayed, they werenae mock, they were just, they were very good quality 
and they were expensive things. But I can always remember there was a person who was retiring, was 
leaving to get married and she got the choice and I'll always remember her selecting a mirror, this lovely 
mirror. 

 

Q. Did any of your employers or wives, visit workers and their wives at times of sickness or bereavement? 

A. <..pause..> As a matter of fact, you know, there was never, <..pause..> I don't think there was any relatives, 
<..pause..> You're mentioning the fact that, <..pause..> husbands and wives, <..pause..> I can't recall there 
ever being sisters or cousins in that firm. Miss Martin who was the proprietress, she was a Catholic and 
Mr. Roberts was probably Church of England, he was English, but she employed the people for upstairs 
which they had the gown department and then they had the workroom which went up a spiral staircase 
up to that room. And he employed the staff that was in the millinery, the front counter and through the 
back, they did that. Now there were as many Catholics as there were Protestants and which I thought 
was a lovely, <..pause..> Because when I started when I was sixteen I mentioned this Miss McColl, Minnie 
McColl was in the head cash box, cash desk and she had a twenty-first birthday, and I remember being 
invited to her birthday party and lots of the members of staff were there and she lived in Rose Cottage, 
down at Forthbank. In fact that house was bombed during the war years, and I can remember going to 
that house and these people discussing some of their friends had been away to become nuns, and we 
could sit and talk about, you know, that without bigotry. It used to be lovely. There seemed to be, 
<..pause..> People talked about religion too because there was also a girl, a Muriel Cummings who, 
<..pause..> a beautiful girl who worked in the millinery department and she was of the Plymouth Brethren 
and they used to hold their meetings up in Princes Street in Stirling. My Minister was Mr. Temple; I 
belong to the St. Andrew’s Church and my Minister lived across the road from her. But I remember 
going to one of her meetings and, <..pause..> it was just a Presenter they had, there was no organ music 
or anything like that and they just did, <..pause..> And then there was also the Christian Endeavour, they 
had rooms, <..pause..> a lot of the Baptist people went to that. There was also a Grace Ellery, actually her 
parents had a painter’s business and my brother in fact was one of their employees. In fact my brother 
eventually started a business of his own, like Roy and Curtis in later years. But, so I used to go to a lot 
of these little meetings at night, you know, it was little talks and that, it was rather nice. 

 

Q. How did your employer treat you? 
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A. <..pause..> Very well, I must admit that, <..pause..> As a matter of fact he had a daughter, actually she went 
to the Beacon’s School and her mother was ill for a number of years, and I think she resided with 
friends of theirs, you know, during, you know, when she was at the Boarding School. But then when she 
did come home from school she stayed with relatives, you know. But I can remember befriending her 
but she was a very clever girl and her father used to bring her lots of material, you know, when he was 
down south and she could make, you know, all her own dresses. I think a lot of people did of course in 
these days, you know, you were encouraged if you liked to do a bit; sort of sewing it was cheaper to do 
your own thing, you know, make your own dress than it was to go and buy them and as I said you 
could, you know, chop and change round about if you knew what you were doing. So, with the result 
that I befriended her for a number of years, but mainly through her coming into the shop and then going 
to the, <..pause..> as I was saying, the Boating Club dancing and things like that. So that even after I, 
<..pause..> in fact even after I retired and after I left their work and then even many years later when I had 
my young family, I used to meet Mr. Roberts and we always stood chatting. His wife had recovered too 
by that time and they were always very friendly up until, <..pause..> in fact they recently died but that's 
what I was going to say, that I was always friendly with them, you know. 

 

Q. So you always got on with your employer? 

A. Oh yes, yes. 

 

Q. And was there a Trade Union there? 

A. <..pause..> Don't remember anything about these sort of things, no. There must have been rules and the 
regulations to make sure that you got, you know, the statutory holidays I would imagine and, you know, 
your summer holidays. And if I can remember correctly in these days the shops didn't close. Our shop 
did at Christmas but lots of the shops, you still worked on Christmas Day. You got New Year’s Day but 
a lot of people worked on Christmas Day. 

 

Q. And how did you feel about your work? You liked it? 

A. I liked it very much. I must admit I thoroughly enjoyed all my years, there was something, I don't know, 
something very nice about the, <..pause..> It wasn't all sort of, <..pause..> as I say, all mirrors and, you 
know, sort of beautiful upstairs. I mean downstairs too you had, <..pause..> there was vermin downstairs 
too. That when you used to get asked to run down, <..pause..> some of the older ones would say, "Would 
you please run down" even when I was working in the cash room. "Would I please oblige them by 
going" because it was quite a narrow staircase, "Would I please oblige them by going down to the, you 
know, the stock room to get the boxes and bring this up." And you know you had to sort of stamp your 
feet and to make sure there was a rustle because they used to have, <..pause..> I can remember when 
they had a cage and they used to set this cage for the rats and they used to have them in this, you 
know, kitchen place, you know where the people had to use the mop for mopping up and things and you 
know, you didn't see a lot of it but I'd seen it two or three times I was there, and saw this rat in its cage. 
It was eventually drowned. 

 

Q. How long did you do this work for? 

A. Well I was there from 1936 when I left school, up until 1940, September 1940. That was of course by 
the time the war years was on, mm-hmm. 

 

Q. Was it usual to stay on or leave after marriage? 

A. <..pause..> No, I don't think so, I perhaps am not the best judge of that. At that time when the fact that, 
<..pause..> the war being on, you could be married and working, because well your husbands or people 
even who you know, were engaged or, you know, people who had been long married, their husbands 
were away. And some of these women would probably go out to work, you know. But apart from that, 
that during the war years anyway you had to. <..pause..> When it came to about that time, about 1942 
because I had to go to the Fire Service, that women, they were going round looking for women to go 
into industry, so even going round all the clerical staff, well I was working as I told you in clerical. Now I 
had to do, <..pause..> you either had to go into the Home Guard or you'd to do work at night at that sort of 
stuff. So I in fact, I went into the Fire Service and you'd to go out so many nights a week and you were 
really there to stand in, in case there was anything, that there was anything that was <..pause..> 
happening. I never ever was called, you know. although I was there. There was never any major 
happenings when I was in it, but you mention the fact that people working, <..pause..> There was lots of, 
<..pause..> prior to that time, even from 1939, a lot of people were in Service or, you know, shopkeepers 
and that. That I think some of them when they got married they were only too pleased to get married 
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and set up a house, you know, if they could get houses. You would set up a room or a flat or whatever 
that was there, and probably some of them would go out do types of work but I didn't have any friends 
who did it, put it that way. I knew more about after I was widowed and then had to go out to work. I 
knew more about then how things were going on then. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time away from work? 

A. Well as I say I like dancing and we used to go to, <..pause..> when I was courting, prior to that. Actually I 
married a person more or less round the corner you see, and it was someone I went to school with but 
he was a great Scout person and we used to go to Scout parties. It was all sort of one, <..pause..> you 
know, a family sort of, <..pause..> their mothers and grannies and aunties were there as well. And so you 
dressed yourself up to go to these and they used to hold them up in, I think it was Dalgleish Court I think 
they called the place, in Baker Street and you would go to that. And you would go to anybody that 
maybe had a party, a birthday party, you'd go to that but, <..pause..> And then eventually you went to 
dancing in what were termed, <..pause..> it was Millar’s Rooms, that was the baker and they had this 
room so they had what they called the Blue Circle Dance Club. You'd to become a member of that, so 
you went to dancing to there. Again, you went to the pictures maybe once a week and, <..pause..> but 
apart from that you had to be in at night, at a certain time of night. I mean if you were going to be out, go 
to a dance and it was to be a late night dance you had to tell your mother where you were going and 
who you were going with and what time you were going to be back, and if you said you were coming, 
oh, you'd be back for ten and you came in at half past ten there was a row. I mean the thing was that 
you had to honour your commitment, the things that, <..pause..> you know, and if you were going to a late 
night which was, you know, maybe on 'til after twelve. And sometimes they had the Police Ball, you 
know, you had some big dances and that was alright you were allowed to go to these things and, 
<..pause..> Apart from that I did a lot of embroidery, I did a lot of sewing and you don't even use them 
now. The thing is I have a trunk full of sewing, in fact that was one thing that we, <..pause..> I think I told 
you I had a very good relationship even when I was working in the W.M.S.A., the group that we used to 
go out, sort of one person to either Dunblane to Balfron. We used to go up to Bridge of Allan Glen and 
take our embroidery with us, we'd all meet up there and sit and we used to take a, <..pause..> well each of 
us had a cloth. I had a supper cloth and some had tea cloths and we used to sit there and during the 
summer and sit and do the cloth. I have a beautiful one, it's done with crinoline ladies in each corner 
and all the sort of, <..pause..> just the daisy stitch all round about that in each of the corners and it took 
me a long time to do it but I did that at Bridge of Allan Glen. I still have that one. 

 

Q. And how did you spend your Sundays then? 

A. Well again, that, we went a lot of walking, you know, you went to the church, and then we used to meet 
on a Sunday and we used to, <..pause..> Again it was always this group from the W.M.S.A., and we 
would go up over Sheriffmuir because things as I told you that were rationed, you know. You couldn't go 
and have meals, coffees and cups of things, you know, biscuits and things. But what we used to do 
was, you could walk up over Sheriffmuir, there was a little inn there and you often used to get a piece, 
you got maybe toast, you know, that broke your journey and then you could go right over and come in 
by Dunblane. But we did that and as I think I mentioned previously that eh, we made an arrangement 
that we would go out to Aberfoyle to where the two other girls were. They were two cousins and they 
worked in the Forest Hills Hotel. We used to walk out there and they used to pay for us to have a 
pancake and a cup of tea or a drink of lemonade, whatever. To Balfron, we used to go to visit a girl 
there, so we did that. Apart from that there was, <..pause..> I did, with having belonged to Fife, I used to 
sometimes use a Sunday to go through to visit my relations and perhaps my mother, <..pause..> And 
another thing was, there used to be what they called, <..pause..> excursions. <..pause..> What did they call 
them? <..pause..> This was excursions in both train and bus, I wonder if there was a special name for 
them? Anyway my mother quite liked to; Mystery Tours, that was what they were called. They were 
called Mystery Tours. And you could go down to the bus station or the railway station, and say you 
wanted to have this Mystery Tour, and of course you just arrived and the mystery ended and so I can 
remember going with my mother a lot to these places. You sometimes would go to Burntisland and, 
<..pause..> or to Kinghorn and I can remember that my mother was a great one for taking me round 
cemeteries, not because she was morbid but it was because to let me see the different types of stones 
and all the epitaphs and the readings and, <..pause..> of notable people, you know, where Annie. S. 
Swan's son was buried and, you know, you'd go to another one and where the people, <..pause..> It was 
round about in Fife, Methil [Muthil] way, I think it was and where the Kirkcaldy linoleum people, where 
they had the great big plots and, <..pause..> Mind you, for a girl of six, seventeen and eighteen it just 
maybe wasn't the sort of thing that I would have chosen to do. But then again my mother being left 
widowed, and these excursions were on and I'm very grateful and happy that I did these things because 
to be quite honest, I think I told you when I had the Guides, my friend Mrs. Williamson, who incidentally, 
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I've known her from when we practically left school and so we've been friends all these years and so 
she and I are great ones for doing that even yet, we go to places and used to take the Guides round 
and to read all the, <..pause..> and to see the different types of stones and the age that, <..pause..> Some 
of them are away back to the 1700’s. 

 

Q. Did religion mean more or less to you after childhood? 

A. <..pause..> I think that I possibly just integrated that with a bringing up, it was a thing that, like any other 
thing you were doing, you'd to go to the school so you had to go to the church and you accepted that as 
your family life. But, and as I say that I just accept, even married, but after I was widowed at thirty-
seven, I felt very bitter because I had a family, my son was only eight and my daughter was only ten 
and I felt very bitter that there couldn't have been, you know, a God that would, <..pause..> And I had to 
have an operation not long after that 'cause I was bulldozed out to work. When my husband died on the 
9th of January and I, <..pause..> they created a post in his firm for me to do the books because as I say I 
had been a bookkeeper and I started on the 19th of January so I didn't really have time. <..pause..> 
Fortunately my mother was alive at that time, but my husband died in 1958 and my mother died in 1960 
so she was only here for these two years after that. So, of course I had Guides, I was taking Guides and 
I was obliged to go to church services with the Guides, you know, with our Company, but a strange 
thing happened. I was at a Guide camp, a trainer’s camp in Lechie and we had to go to the Gargunnock 
church and there was a minister from South Africa there and I didn't realize why he was in Scotland at 
that time but I can remember I always used to make excuses that, oh yes, I would watch the camp 'til 
everybody sort of, you know, went off, but on this particular occasion one of the camp advisers says, 
"No, you're going to the church this time and somebody else will take charge of watching the camp." 
And I had to go, and it was meant that I should go that particular Sunday. The church was a very small 
church and I felt as if that Minister was speaking to me. It was all applicable to someone who had been 
widowed and been left with young children and how that, you know, they had lost, you know, their 
parents. There was just something about the whole thing, and it gave me food for thought because my 
brothers were quite upset because I more or less hadn't gone back to the church and they said that I 
needed to do something and that's what made me go back to the church. I felt that man, <..pause..> Now, 
I got the ‘Life and Work’ after that and I discovered that Minister had died. He'd been over here to have 
a leg operation and eventually, I don't know, it must have been something terminal. But that particular 
Minister was really I think the person who brought me back into the fold. And I realized I never ever 
stopped believing, because I always felt that where I brought my two children up there must have been 
a guiding hand coming from somewhere, because both of them, you know, were reasonably good at 
school and both of them went on to University and graduated and I still led a life of having to go out to 
work and having to do with Guides. My son was in the Scouts, he was very musical and he was 
<..pause..> in the choir and he was a boy soprano while he was at the school, used to sing with others 
from Territorial School and three of his chums were the same. I remember going to an Easter service 
and could have wept when I heard them singing, but anyway he, <..pause..> So I just felt there was a 
guiding hand that kept, <..pause..> you know, there must have been something there that helped me 
along the way, that's how I look at it. 

 

Q. Did you take an interest in politics? 

A. Not as such, no, not as such. I'm interested, I'm interested but I don't, you know, pursue that. 

 

Q. Were there any special places where young men and women could meet? 

A. Oh yes, the Post Office, that was the General Post Office. If you made any arrangements to meet 
anyone, <..pause..> of course you've got to remember in these days that I'm speaking about, you didn't 
have, <..pause..> housing. Your houses and this particular area stopped at Ivanhoe Place and you had 
green fields, you know. There was a farm up, <..pause..> McAree’s Farm and then Ballantyne took it over, 
and there was no church, there was no St. Mark’s Church and the next bit to the sort of, <..pause..> this 
particular area at that time was the Kildean Hospital, the infectious diseases hospital and from the Back 
o' Hill here, you still had that Back o' Hill Bar, was still there, but there was only one isolated sort of 
houses on the way down and that was all green fields 'til you come down to the toll houses and to the 
old Raploch, which had beautiful little cottages. But again, when you went out to, <..pause..> from the St. 
Ninians area, when you came to the new house these were the old sort of older buildings. You didn't 
have the sort of Town Council houses that were built then on sort of the wastelands or you didn't have 
joining up to St. Ninians and from where St. Ninians joins on to Bannockburn now. So, with the result it 
was so easy for you to say that you'd say to someone, "I'll meet you at the Post Office" everybody knew 
just where the Post Office was whether you were coming from Bannockburn or wherever. "I'll meet you 
at the Stirling Post Office" it was the landmark. 
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Q. Did your mum always meet your friends? 

A. Yes, she didn't meet a lot of them personally. While I was at school and until I started to work, she didn't 
meet a lot of them, maybe just a few, it depended if I brought one to the house or, you know, the odd 
one. But a lot of the chums that were round about the area they used to sort of you know come in. But I 
would tell her about people at the school being a good swimmer and about somebody was oh, <..pause..> 
beautiful and somebody was this, and they were perhaps in the older, <..pause..> where I was maybe in 
sort of the first year at the Riverside School, I would be telling her about people who were probably in 
their fourth and fifth year at the school and explaining to her that they were good swimmers or they were 
good at this or somebody was first, you know, at, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What age were you when you were married? 

A. <..pause..> Well I was twenty-one but I was going on twenty-two. 

 

Q. And how long had you known your husband? 

A. Well, since I actually had come to Stirling which would be about eleven and twelve. 

 

Q. And what age was your husband? 

A. The same age as myself. 

 

Q. And did you get engaged? 

A. Yes. A year previously to being married. 

 

Q. And of course you were staying at your mothers house? 

A. Resident where I am now, yes. 

 

Q. So you didn't need to buy things like furniture? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What sort of wedding presents did you get? 

A. Well with it being in the war years there wasn't the same wedding presents as people get nowadays, in 
fact there was very little. In fact you got the promise of presents because with the war being on, lots of 
your friends, you know, their spouses or fiancés or, you know, even your relatives, there wasn't the 
same sort of things that they could give you so I got tablecloths and tea cloths and a few sheets and I 
said towels and sheets and things but nothing to the extent that they get nowadays. And as I say, after 
the war I did get as I say the promise of one or two presents for after the war, and I got that in paintings 
from, <..pause..> I had an uncle, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Can you describe the wedding? 

A. Yes, for what I was wearing, you were meaning that? Well I had a corded satin dress and eh, a very 
fitting one and I had a white veil, an embroidered veil with a Camelia in it and my bouquet was of roses 
and carnations. My twin sisters, Isabel and Cissie were Matrons of Honour and I had one of my nieces 
from Fife, Catherine, she was the train bearer, and I had two flower girls which were also nieces, 
Kathleen Donaldson and Aileen Williamson, and the best man was my husband’s uncle, he was Robert 
Gardner and he was the Scout Master of the Holy Trinity, Church Scouts, and he was an artist and he 
was one who I got, you know, a few paintings after the war. 

 

Q. And where was it held? 

A. It was held in the St. Andrew’s Church at the foot of Upper Bridge Street, of course it's now demolished 
that church. That church was also used for the services from the Territorial School, Easter Services and 
Christmas Services it was used, you know, for the pupils going there. 

 

Q. And what was your reception like? 

A. We had the reception in, <..pause..> it was in a hall in Thistle Street, a street which is of course no longer 
there now because you've now got the Thistle Centre, that's how it was named. And we had a catering, 
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we had the Co-Operative doing the catering and they supplied, you know, the dishes and all the things, 
and also the waitresses. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon? 

A. Yes, we went to Eaglesham, that's where Mr. Hess landed during the War. 

 

Q. And what was your husband's job when you married? 

A. He was an electrical engineer. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs before or after that? 

A. No, no, he started actually with Stirlini Radio which was a privately owned firm and he started when 
actually he just left school, about fourteen, fifteen and then of course he had to do the usual, go on the 
courses, you know, for radios etcetera these sort of things but apart from that by the time that, <..pause..> 
After the war years he was of course, <..pause..> Had to go abroad in India during the war and by the 
time he came back there was a lot of changes taking place then, you know, the televisions were in and 
that and, you know, the various major TV names, and he went on courses for the likes of that, you 
know, Bush, Murphy etcetera etcetera. And so he did that, and then he also of course used to fit car 
radios into cars at the various garages in Stirling so it was, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you continue to work after you got married? 

A. Yes, because I was only married a fortnight when my husband went abroad. 

 

Q. And how did your husband feel about you working? 

A. <..pause..> Well I suppose that, <..pause..> there was no feelings of being annoyed that I was working, it 
was different I suppose after he came home. It was different, and I had a family and prior to that, prior to 
the war there weren't so many women working unless they were widowed or, you know, or spinsters, 
you know, because you usually had, <..pause..> Your parents had their home, you know, their families to 
attend to, there wasn't nearly so many people working then, but as far as I was concerned, well I was 
working and I was obviously having to save up for a, you know, a home of my own and, you know, for 
our future. 

 

Q. And what job did you have? 

A. It was a clerical capacity with the Wholesale Meat Supply Association, that was after I had left 
McLaughlin and Brown’s which I told you about previously. 

 

Q. What were the hours like? 

A. Well we worked from nine until five. 

 

Q. And what was the pay like? 

A. It was very good, I just can't remember exactly what I was getting at that point. But I know that it was 
pounds more than I got when I left McLaughlin and Brown’s. I just can't remember the exact amount, 
but I know that it started about two pounds and obviously we had an increase during the time I worked 
there. 'Cause I started there in 1940, September of 1940 and I left in, <..pause..> the Spring of 1946. 

 

Q. And why did you stop working? 

A. 'Cause I was having my first child, Morag. 

 

Q. How did you manage financially without your wage? 

A. <..pause..> Well I was actually living with my mother when my husband came home. And at that time you 
had to have your name on a list for housing which mine had been down for, but I never seemed to be at 
the top of the list, so with the result, in fact I remained staying with my mother. So with the result that we 
managed because I knitted and sewed and cooked and did things like that, and with my mother being in 
the house it helped. 

 

Q. Did you have any sort of part-time jobs after that? 



 1451

A. No <..pause..> that was when my husband disapproved of, <..pause..> the female and the wives working I'm 
afraid. 

 

Q. Did you have any children? 

A. Yes, I had a daughter in 1946 and a son in 1949. 

 

Q. And was that the number of children that you wanted? 

A. Oh I hadn't made any decision how many to have but that's what I had. 

 

Q. And did you know anything about birth control in those days? 

A. Not at all. 

 

Q. And was anything like that sort of available, anything like advice about birth control available? 

A. <..pause..> There probably were but I'm afraid like many others I was a bit naive. Put it this way, it wasn't 
a thing that was discussed, openly discussed as is nowadays. 

 

Q. And did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. Not really. 

 

Q. Did you read any books about looking after babies? 

A. The usual things that you found lying around. 

 

Q. Were your children born at home? 

A. No, Morag was born in the Moraig Nursing Home in Gladstone Place, which is now I think a Social 
Welfare Office, and David was born in the Viewforth Nursing Home in Bridge of Allan. 

 

Q. What happened when one of the children was born, did you get help from your family? 

A. Well my mother was here so that I, <..pause..> and I've told you before I had sisters so they were all 
coming in and out. 

 

Q. And how did you feed your first baby? 

A. <..pause..> Breast fed, it was just for a number of weeks and then I think my supply dried up so, the usual, 
bottle fed. 

 

Q. And if you needed advice, who did you ask? 

A. <..pause..> My eldest sister. 

 

Q. And how much did your husband have to do with the children when they were young? 

A. He was very good, he was a very loving person, and he was dedicated to the children, he was very 
good, he read to them and wasn't beyond taking them out even in the pram. 

 

Q. What kind of medical care was there at this time if you were ill? 

A. Well you had to pay for your medication in these days and, <..pause..> But I must admit that, I won't 
mention the names, but the doctor that I had then, you know, our doctor then was a real family doctor 
and I had every faith in him. He was tremendous because my daughter actually was very ill with silent 
pneumonia when she was only three months old and this particular doctor had just come in to the area 
and she had, it was like a cough. They didn't think whether it was the whooping cough, she had this 
cough and he had her admitted to the Falkirk Infirmary and she was in there for a week and in an 
isolation ward and that was the time when penicillin had, you know, had been used, you know, as 
antibiotics and so she recovered. They didn't think that, you know, she'd recover, and so I'm afraid I had 
great faith in that doctor up until he died. 

 

Q. How did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 
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A. <..pause..> Well, we just had to budget the same as everyone else had to do. You, you know, you had got 
your milk, your papers, your butcher meat. You had the various shops, you know, that you actually went 
to purchase from and in these days you got your wages usually on a Friday and that was then when you 
made a point of every Friday afternoon, or if you didn't manage on the Friday afternoon, the Saturday 
morning you went to the various places that, you know, you purchased from and you paid them. 

 

Q. Do you know what your husband earned? 

A. <..pause..> I'd rather not say. 

 

Q. Who paid the bills? 

A. Well obviously it was coming from his income because I wasn't working. I went out, I did all the 
shopping because he was working from nine o'clock in the morning 'til six at night and well, you can well 
imagine by that time the shops were all closed as well, offices were closed. And then of course he 
sometimes had to go out in the evenings again, you know, depending on whichever. <..pause..> If he was 
doing work he sometimes liked to go back and finish a particular, whatever he was working on. So I did 
that, in fact most of the women did that in these days because if their men folks were working, I mean 
they weren't home in time. I suppose it all depended on what they were working at of course. But my 
mother was a tremendous help, because if I was, you know, feeling out of sorts or was perhaps doing 
some extra chores in the house, which sometimes I did if she was going out, because I didn't like to 
bulldoze her out of her seats, and things like that, because she was, you know, a great reader and that, 
but she did like to go out walking too. So she was quite good at saying that she would go and pay some 
of the, <..pause..> you know, go around and do that for me, she was very good. 

 

Q. And how did you manage when your husband was ill or out of work? Or he was never out of work? 

A. Well it was, <..pause..> I must admit I was fortunate in getting his wages when he was off ill, his employer 
as I said, it was a self, <..pause..> a firm, a private firm he worked with and I did get his wages. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet? 

A. <..pause..> Well I wouldn't say that we had a lot of money going through because he didn't have a big 
wage but at the same time I knitted and sewed and, you know, cooked and, you know, did things like 
that so you were able to economize in certain ways. I mean I did, you know, darning and mending, you 
know, whereas nowadays you'll notice of the younger generation that a garment's discarded, you know, 
when its got a button off. But in these days most of the mums did the same thing, I mean, we were I 
think, we were brought up in a generation where you had to make do and mend. 

 

Q. If any neighbours were ill or confined to bed, did anybody help out? 

A. Oh yes, there was always a friendliness there. No one, I don't think, ever overstepped themselves by, 
you know, barging into anyone's house. 

 

Q. Nobody overstepped? 

A. Well nobody overstepped themselves by coming in, you know, and if there was anyone seemed to be 
ill, someone would come to the door. But I must admit that in the earlier part when I was, slightly 
younger and, you know, the family came on the scene, there was more grandmothers and aunts 
resident in houses at that time, so that there was always some of your own relations there to help out, 
or there was someone in the town who would come, you know, if, you know, once they got the message 
that someone was unwell, or to do any extras. But I was fortunate in the fact that in my own house, my 
mother was there and she could help me out if I had, you know, an off day, but generally speaking a lot 
of the other houses were the same, there was, you know, aunts or grandmothers or, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And what sort of things did they do to help out? 

A. <..pause..> Well it was usually I suppose that, <..pause..> maybe doing washing, you know. 'Cause that was 
things that was necessary in these days, that you didn't have the same washing machines in the early 
days than the things you have now. Or perhaps even taking clothes to dry them, you know, put them on 
their own if you, <..pause..> If someone who had been ill and lots of sheets had to be washed, but then 
again of course in these days too we had the laundry. You had times when, you know, you could send 
your things to the laundry and you could have them picked up and delivered and things like that. But for 
any neighbours that would be coming it would be sometimes even to make, to keep their eye on soup 
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or, you know, or to make a meal for children coming in. These were the sort of things that they helped 
out with. 

 

Q. And where you lived, did all the people have the same standard of living? 

A. <..pause..> No, there was different, <..pause..> I say different employment, there was, <..pause..> some of 
them, <..pause..> there was a mixed bag. You had people who were, well, say maybe clerical staff, like 
my own father had been, then you had people who were lorry drivers, railway-men, lots of railway-men 
in the area, like railway drivers and, you know, firemen. Particularly in the 1930’s, and that was the day 
when the trains, you know, would run on time and there were steam engines. And in fact these 
particular railway workers were very fastidious because they had to keep their engines in order and, you 
know, you could go down to the station and all the brasses and things were all cleaned and the number 
plates. It was actually a treat to go down and see them but these men worked in shifts and apparently 
they were very good domestically, you know, if they were eh, <..pause..> depending on what shift they 
were on, they were great ones for doing housework, yes. 

 

Q. Do you think yourself a member of a class, like working class or middle class? 

A. <..pause..> I suppose I would just term myself as the working class really. I mean I suppose, <..pause..> I'm 
not class conscious to that extent, there are certain things I wouldn't do. I suppose again you're bringing 
your upbringings there, isn't it? You do what you've been more or less brought up to do and what's right 
from wrong and, <..pause..> But I don't look down on anyone if that's what you were meaning, I don't look 
down on any class of person because I take everyone as I find them. 

 

Q. In those days, did people do their shopping mostly in corner shops or in the town? 

A. Well, Stirling had shops, they don't have them now, the shops that we used to have prior to your Thistle 
Centre and all of these sort of things, we had some lovely shops, you had a D. & J. McEwan’s. I'm not 
saying that I necessarily went to that particular one, but I was meaning that you had a D. & J. McEwan’s 
as the grocers. In fact they had two, they had one in the corner of Dumbarton Road and Port Street and 
they also had one in Barnton Street and you had butchers, lots of, you know, butchers that, <..pause..> 
Certain ones that, you know, you sort of felt that you preferred these ones. I can't just remember all of 
the names of them at the moment, but at one time too, you had the Tindle McLellan, that was another 
shop, and then you had Lipton’s and Lipton’s was a shop that used to be in Barnton Street and they 
used to have sort of like when the streaky bacons, these sort of things. I can always remember us when 
I was very young and we didn't have the likes of that in Cupar, that was a very country town. When we 
came to Stirling you had the Maypole which was all dairy produce and then I say you had Lipton’s, and 
Lipton’s was the one I remembered always seeing like streaky bacon, and you could get that for about 
sixpence or something a pound, and things like that. And nice hams, but in Stirling there was lots of 
lovely butchers back the years and so, <..pause..> and Munro’s, you could, you know, take your pick. But 
as I say the grocers-wise then of course you had, <..pause..> there used to be Michaeljohns, they used to 
have a dairy, dairies as well and then there was the Barnton Dairy which, <..pause..> That was in Barnton 
Street, but that was a good one, you know, it was a shop and you got dairy produce and you also had 
bakery, you know, usual biscuits and things but, <..pause..> and the same with your newspapers, you 
went to various shops. In fact when I was married, after my husband came home, I think I gave you a 
copy, a picture of, <..pause..> Cowane Street and I think it showed you, I think it had been the one of the 
Stirling Fairs were on and on the left-hand side going along there used to be a little paper shop, it was 
called Ray’s, it was the top of Bayne Street and they had newspapers and books and, <..pause..> But 
they also had a little counter where they had linen and things and during the war, well, during the war 
years, they used to always seem to have things like towels and pants and various things but they 
sometimes had bales of material too because some of their relatives came from some of the islands 
and you got some beautiful tweeds. In fact that was where I bought the material for my going away outfit 
when I was married and I got it made by a Mrs. Steele in King Street. So that was the sort of things that 
was done then, there was dressmakers in the town although I did a lot of sewing, you know, my own 
dresses and things, I felt that I wanted something more professional when I, <..pause..> you know, for my 
going away, so that was what I was meaning with the different types of shops and things. 

 

Q. What about chemists and things like that? 

A. Yes, you'd lots of chemists. There was Carnagie’s, there was one in Barnton Street and we had 
Robertson’s in Barnton Street and we had Skinner’s in Barnton Street. A lot of them are under, is it 
Drummond, Gordon Drummond, I think the name under there's all taken over. But you had, <..pause..> 
there was Moore’s the chemist which, <..pause..> that was a chemist which was next door to the, 
<..pause..> I remember I mentioned the fact to you that there was McLaughlin and Brown’s and then there 
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was Woolworth’s to the left, and then there was Ferguson’s the shoe shop. Well this Moore’s chemist, 
and then it changed hands to McGregor’s, that was next door, and I always remember going in there at 
Christmas time and the beautiful soaps then, you didn't always get them in the chemist, but they always 
had beautiful, <..pause..> I can always remember rose fragrance soaps there, that, and they all had the 
beautiful coloured bottles in their window, you know, the reds and the greens. They were nice to look at. 
There was something attractive even in their windows, but as I say there were lots of chemists and then 
of course we had Boots and there was Yules the chemist, that was in Port Street and oh, the numerous, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Did local shops ever give credit? 

A. Yes, yes, because you would see on occasions where ‘No credit was given here’, so obviously, 
<..pause..> and as I say there was shops. Well you were getting credit really if you, <..pause..> The likes of 
your butcher meat, if your butcher meat was delivered or, you know, you paid it at the end of the week. 
<..pause..> But they used to have, with the Co-Operative, they used to have a club, they talked about, 
they could run a club and I'm afraid I didn't approve of that type of thing. I didn't approve of it for my own 
sake. The Co-Operative had the dividend and when you went to the Co-Operative shops and you 
purchased your goods, you were given a little ticket and you had a number. You had this particular 
number and of course you quoted this when you were making your purchases. My mother's was 6118 
and mine was 7552, and I used to always put my shopping on hers and, you know, until later. So you 
got that and you had this, what you called your Co-Operative book and, then this was marked in. It was 
what you would call a share book and at the end of certain quarters your book was marked up, and you 
got a certain amount of interest with the number of, <..pause..> you know, this was marked into your book 
with the number of money that you had spent, you got this. Now they also run what you call a club, now 
you could join this club and you could take out, say it was money for maybe, say five pounds, ten 
pounds or whatever and you pay this weekly into this club and then you could go to any of the shops 
and buy what you wanted. Say you joined a club like, say today, you could go and purchase what you 
wanted, if it was shoes or something, you could purchase that, say, like tomorrow or something and, 
<..pause..> but then you had to keep on paying that. Well you see that was the thing that, <..pause..> it was 
like a hire-purchase really, you know, I'll go into that perhaps in more detail, but I didn't like the idea of 
buying something that I hadn't paid for. I always felt that I prefer to buy things as I had the money. That 
was just something applicable to myself now, that to me, I think it was quite a good thing for anyone 
who maybe had a lot of, you know, a number of children, and say for their shoes and things and it was a 
good thing, you know. They were still getting the money through this. But likes of with hire purchase, if 
you were taking up hire-purchase in shops, because this is what happened when I had to go into Stirling 
after my husband died, that was part of people who were buying electrical goods and televisions, 
radios, etcetera and the likes of if they were taking it over on hire-purchase you were actually paying a 
higher rate because you were paying for the privilege of getting it. I can remember I learned that really 
more so when I had to, <..pause..> I call myself being bulldozed out to work after my husband died 
because I think I've told you previously that he died the one week and I had to start working the 
following week. <..pause..> But I always was lucky, in fact I appreciated the fact that a situation was 
created for me when he died because, <..pause..> or I don't know what I would have done then, but they 
created a post for me as a bookkeeper as to what I had been previously. So I always appreciated that 
fact that, being a one man firm, that they did that to me, I always appreciated that. 

 

Q. Were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. Oh yes, that was when I came to Stirling first because I didn't to be quite honest, know what a pawn 
shop was because I never had heard of anything like that in Cupar, and mind you coming to Stirling was 
an education. These seemed to be mainly up in Baker Street and they had the sort of the balls outside 
the door, you know, outside and you saw these in Baker Street. We call them now sort of second hand 
shops and things, but they were pawn shops in these days, that, you know, people could, <..pause..> put 
their things in and redeem them. (laughs) But I think they were sort of on the way out these shops. 
When I say that, by the time I came to sort of know what they all sort of were you know, I think they 
were more, <..pause..> I mean they were certainly obviously prevalent here going back even the years 
before I had come here. But I'm afraid that by the time that the war years, you know, started and I was 
sort of, you know, coming, well I was sort of nineteen then, that these shops were beginning, and then 
the war years put paid to lots of these things too. 

 

Q. Was your area a friendly neighbourhood, or was there ever any trouble? 

A. No, it was very friendly. I think as I mentioned to you before previously that when I came here in 1931 
that it was all green fields that was beyond Ivanhoe Place and, you know, the farm, there was a farm 
there and the Kildean, lots of trees and we didn't have all the, <..pause..> There was only the odd house 
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dotted here and there so it, as I say, you didn't have any of the houses that were down near the river 
either, so <..pause..> it was a very small community actually. I would point out that at that time there was 
a house at the bottom of our street and one of the ladies there actually kept bread and cigarettes, and 
that was because we weren't near any shops and she used to have that, that if anyone run out, she 
would supply, you know, them with the cigarettes or the bread and also there was one in Beatty 
Avenue. And of course Beatty Avenue was built before this particular street. It was built about 1926, 
1928 and she used one of her downstairs room, a flat and downstairs room, she used this, or rather a 
room and a downstairs flat, she used this for stocking up with confectionery, and she would have toffee 
apples and the usual sweets that, you know, for children, you know, their caramels and gobstoppers 
and marbles and things, things that you could even play with. But she also kept groceries, a limited 
amount so that if anyone did run short, <..pause..> I don't recall me ever having to go and get them from 
her because we always used to get the, <..pause..> go along to Cowane Street to the Co-Operative. 
When we came here that was our Co-Operative shop and we always used to get ours in sort of, you 
know, on the Fridays or Saturdays and so we very seldom ever ran short. But I can always remember 
going in and getting sweets, and seeing all what they had then. 

 

Q. And what sort of changes have you seen here, over the years? 

A. Oh well, vast changes for a start because in fact Mossgiel Avenue was only being built when we came 
here, there was only, <..pause..> It was just a rough, rough road and houses were being built. And from 
my window, from looking from here, we could see right over to Bridge of Allan and see all the houses in 
Bridge of Allan and we could also, when the Bridge of Allan Games and, you know, the fair was on, we 
could see all the illuminations from our windows with this being a half cottage. If you didn't see from 
downstairs you could go and see from upstairs. And we could see right up, you know, up into Pendreich 
and well, as you can see now, apart from building Mossgiel Avenue at the bottom, that's Hazelbank 
Gardens, and instead of being like the flats like we have at this part, these are more tenement houses 
at the bottom, and with the result they're higher and of course that's why the roof has blocked the view 
now over to Bridge of Allan. Then, apart from that they extended the building right on from Ivanhoe 
Place, as I say when I came here first that used to be fields. We used to, you know, pitch our tents up 
there, it was once McArees who owned it, and then the Ballantynes who had the Barnton dairy, they 
owned it for a short time and then of course it was sold to the town. But what the town decided to do 
was to build beyond, like Menzies Drive and to build right down to, when you're encroaching onto the 
Kildean Hospital. But what they did then was they built tenements on the other side of Menzies Drive, 
but they had initially thought that they would own the land continuing on from Ivanhoe Place but they 
forgot that although there was only a Church Hall at that particular place, which was St. Mark’s Church 
Hall, the Presbyterian church, St. Mark’s Church Hall, they thought they would be able to bypass that 
and have the continuation of this street and going straight across Ivanhoe Place and right into the other 
street where they had built tenements. But they didn't realize that the whole of that land where we 
pitched our tents, that particular part, had belonged to the church, to the Presbytery. So therefore St. 
Mark’s Church was built on that and with the result that they had named the tenements on the other 
side of Ivanhoe Place, Ferguson Street as well as what this one had been and we of course only 
numbered up from one to I think about thirty-two, something like that, so nothing seemed to be, 
<..pause..> There was no problems while, you know, while the streets, as I say you had Ivanhoe Place, 
you had Menzies Drive in between these two streets, the first Ferguson Street and the second one, but 
in later years when the, <..pause..> You see the bus, there used to be a bus used to run from Ivanhoe 
Place, we called it the Woodside bus because there were houses built down round the bottom of the 
road called Woodside Road, and this bus used to start from Ivanhoe Place and go right out, and it used 
to go out to Cambusbarron, and it used to come round this way. But, when the, <..pause..> and of course 
Burns Street used to be an open street as well. They used to, could get off the bus at Duncan’s 
Lemonade Works, that was the stop, you could get off one at Ivanhoe Place. But all of that changed, 
and what they did was they blocked in Burns Street and they blocked in Ivanhoe Place and Menzies 
Drive, and when they did that and put all the railings up, they discovered that when the workmen were 
coming, and having to get into this particular area for one reason or another, and to go and do work, 
perhaps repairing or whatever, if they were coming down Beatty Avenue, and they were going down to 
the bottom of the street, they could never get into the other Ferguson Street. They would come in to this 
one, but this wouldn't be the number so they had to go back out, and if they were going down to the 
bottom into Hazelbank Gardens and going along, they were either coming up into Menzies Drive and 
getting lost there. So, with the result, all these people reported it to the town and said they would have 
to do something about it because they were locked in. Because you had the railings even right in front 
of the church and going right down 'til you came to Balfour Crescent. So, with the result that at that time 
Malcolm Macpherson who had been a Member of Parliament had died and it was after a lot of 
discussion and that sort of thing, we all got a letter in asking would we mind if our street name was to be 
changed, and because of this carry-on with the tradesmen, and so we had all, we had all to give, you 
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know, our written consent that we didn't mind. So, I didn't mind, so that's why the street name was 
changed to Macpherson Drive, after Malcolm Macpherson. I don't think there's many people know about 
that but I happened to work in the District Council at the time so I knew that. <..pause..> I didn't know 
about it 'cause I had nothing to do with that part but I knew that, you know, that the letters had gone out 
to the, <..pause..> They had also gone out to the other place as well but they didn't reply apparently, didn't 
answer. So, that was why the street was changed to Macpherson Drive. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of The Second World War? 

A. Oh lots of memories, yes, because my brother, <..pause..> Well for a start, <..pause..> when I worked in the 
McLaughlin and Brown’s at that time, there was the, <..pause..> I think it was The Arcadia that was the 
first ship that went down and a Miss Allan, she was the, <..pause..> person I mentioned to you whose 
brother-in-law had asked me to go to see Mr. Roberts in McLaughlin’s, first of all about employment, 
and she had a brother, she lived in Alloa and she had a brother who was a Minister and he was lost on 
that ship going back to Canada. So I remember that was a, <..pause..> I can remember, you know, the 
atmosphere of reading it, you know, and then with knowing someone actually who was a relative. So 
that was, as far as that was concerned, and apart from that, with having brothers and even my sister’s 
husbands, they were more or less all called up, so there was a drastic change in your mode of living 
and my twin sisters, they worked down in the Bandeath. That was the Admiralty and they worked, they 
eventually went to work in the laboratories down there and, <..pause..> Well everyone had to have a job, 
you know, work of some sort and I think, I don't know if I told you previously but even myself, that I had 
to, even although I was married, I joined the Fire Service, you know. You could have been Home 
Guard, you could have been lots of things so I went into the Fire Service and had to do duty. Well as I 
say that, I was never called out on any major, <..pause..> you know, never had to take over the duties, 
you know, the clerical or, you know, the phoning and all that because nothing really had happened 
really in Stirling. But it was, <..pause..> you know, you were there in case. And then the people even who I 
worked with, some of them left although they were working in a clerical capacity. Some of them had 
eventually to leave that and went into industry, they went into, you know, the factories and there was the 
likes of that. Then eh, my own brother Bert, who was actually a, <..pause..> sanitary engineer, he in fact 
had to go when Glasgow was blitzed. That was a thing too that we could see all the illumination from 
the bombing, even from my back door because Glasgow just lies over, you know, to the west, and we 
could see, you know, the sort of illumination of the sky even from here. But he had to go, with being a 
sanitary, <..pause..> eh, he was exempt, you know, for a certain length of time, you know, until further on 
in the war. But he had to go to Glasgow during that time, you know, for the sakes of the pipes and 
things like that. But he was shattered and he could never ever discuss anything about it, but he was a 
changed person after, you know, he came back from that. But then I think it was six months later he 
then was enlisted and he actually served his time in Burma. And then my youngest brother, Eric, he was 
in the R.A.F., he joined up. He worked in Alexander’s Coach Building, in fact he resumed work with 
them and worked until two years ago when actually he died. But he in fact was out in Tel Aviv and was 
very, very ill and I can always remember the telegrams coming, you know, day after day, sort of 
dangerously ill and critically ill, and seriously ill he was. You can imagine that my mother was, you 
know, as if shattered and you just wondered what the next one was going to read. So, I said they were 
all dreadful, I don't know how it was, dangerous, critical or serious, I mean to me these were all sort of 
sounded the same, that he was very, very ill. But he recovered but I would say that his health never, 
ever was the same after he come home. But, and then again, during the war years, well it was a case of 
I used to write, <..pause..> Actually my friend Mrs. Williamson, who I worked with, and we used to from 
our early days, used to go dancing together. Her husband went out to Burma too, so he was in India 
and Burma, so we used to write regularly. See we always knew, you know, when they were going out in 
ships or that and if I got mail she'd ask if, you know, I had got any to know whether he was on the move 
and things like that, but, <..pause..> So we used to write every day, used to send them poetry and we 
used to make up things, there was lots of, <..pause..> And we used to always tell them, we liked dancing 
and we went to lots of dancing in the area but we used to write and tell them what we were doing and, 
you know, who was all there and who was spectating and who was dancing, and if any of their own 
friends had come home on leave and we'd met them and so there was a good relationship there, so 
there was nothing done underhand and things like that. Of course my husband didn't dance anyway so 
he wouldn't have been missing anything. So I got it all out of my system as I say during that particular 
time, but, <..pause..> there was lots of, <..pause..> We used to sometimes have visitors, we'd maybe 
sometimes get a soldier coming to the door and saying, <..pause..> On one occasion I remember my 
eldest sister Mary's husband had been in the Middle East, he'd been at the Anzio beachhead and I 
remembered this young man coming and saying that he just thought he would like to visit us, that he 
had been beside John. He was home on compassionate leave for one reason or another and he 
thought he'd like to visit us and tell us how that he was getting on and, <..pause..> I'll always remember 
that he used to say that there was, <..pause..> he told us about, there was this ‘Holy Willie’ they called 



 1457

him. An irate church person who had been with them, you know, when they were over there and he was 
telling us how that he used to make up verses of the soldiers names. I can always remember that the 
first one, my brother-in-law's name was John, John Donaldson and I can always remember the wording 
of the John one was "Joining hands and heart together, Onward tread from day to day, Hope to 
persevere and stether, Ne'er asunder let us stray." Can always remember, you know, there was the 
likes of that. That was the particular one for John. I just don't remember what the Donaldson was, I used 
to know it but, I can always remember, <..pause..> So he said this person used to make up, depending 
what their names were, he could always make up something like that. So these are little things that stick 
in your mind. Isn't it strange how that the likes of that? <..pause..> And then I also had, there was one 
came to visit me, he was from India and, to say that he, my husband didn't drink, and he used to say 
that they used to sort of fight for his beer supplies and things like that. (laughing) And he was great, he 
used to say how respected my husband was even among all the Indians, you know. My husband was in 
the R.A.F., you know, well to do his engineering, you know, probably to do with radio, probably that and 
they just used to say that he was in charge. My husband had been in charge of one of the hangers 
there and he was respected. So I noticed, I knew from the things that he brought back, silver cigarette 
cases and little cigarette boxes, all beautifully engraved with his name on them. So he had lots of little 
gifts, you know, personal gifts given to him, so he must have been. <..pause..> So these are little things, 
and I've even got buttons, luminous buttons that he brought back from India, I'll show them to you. 

 

Q. So family life would be quite traumatic during the war? 

A. Well you had to watch too, your blackouts. This was another thing that, you know, you had blackout 
curtains and you had to watch that they didn't have chinks of light, and of course your streets were 
black, streets were dark. We'd no lights in this street at all, but there was some, there was the ones on 
the main roads that they had the black canopy thing over them, you know, like shades, but there was a 
certain amount of light sort of shone down, you know, just enough, a hazy light it gave you but there 
was no lights on all the, <..pause..> As a matter of fact I had relatives who lived in the Abbey, the 
Greenhorns who lived in the Abbey and, that's in Cambuskenneth, and I used to go down there 
frequently because, <..pause..> Well the Greenhorns were cousins to my husband, and Ivy Greenhorn 
used to have, she had little children then and I used to love going down there and bathing them 
etcetera. And when I used to come up from there, sometimes it was quite late and mind you, you could 
come up there late without having any worries even, that was during the war, about anybody sort of 
molesting you, but you could come up there very late in the black, in the dark and, <..pause..> But the 
river was always there, you know, it's funny how you could come up. These are happy memories too, 
coming back at night, late at night, tired, but I don't know, you visited a lot during the war years. When I 
think now, I visited more then than I even do now, but again, life has changed, there's not the same 
people to go and visit, or life has changed in their houses too, that they might not be in. You could 
spontaneously go to someone and know that there would be an open door, whereas everybody's got to 
lock their doors now, you know. Our door was never locked during the war years, the back door was 
always left off the, <..pause..> you know, we didn't have any keys in the door and my mother always said, 
"No, in case my boys come in." Didn't worry about the girls mind you, (laughs) but in case her boys 
came in, leave the doors open and so, <..pause..> That was the type of nightlife, nobody would have, 
<..pause..> you didn't have anybody stealing things or that. 

 

Q. Do you remember the rationing? 

A. Oh yes, very much so. I think that being one of a big family, you know, that was one thing, that we 
chopped and changed. If somebody, you know, wanted shoes, you know, shoes are things, <..pause..> I 
never seemed to want really for anything. You had to have coupons for cloth and coupons for your, you 
know, your coats and shoes and pants and things, you had coupons for all of these things. But again, 
my mother didn't use up all her coupons, we used to give her Christmas presents, we'd buy her 
underwear probably with her own coupons (laughs) and these sort of things, you know, and again they 
weren't as frivolous, the things weren't. <..pause..> When I say that, we had quite frivolous things too 
because in a way, because there was lots of lace, <..pause..> underskirts, even nightdresses, lots of lace, 
and even when I worked in McLaughlin and Brown’s, well that was up 'til as I say, 'til 1940, lots of their, 
<..pause..> Going into the sort of gown underwear departments, going into that, oh, they had some 
beautiful material and it was all done with lace, and French knickers and they had insertions of these 
beautiful lace. <..pause..> I think I may have mentioned previously how that my eldest, well, sister Ena 
who was married here, she'd a nice, ice blue satin gown and I remember getting that made into 
underwear for myself and I remember the person putting in, it was black lace. It wouldn't have been my 
choice but they had put that in, I always remember that. 

 

Q. Do you remember any evacuees? 
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A. Yes, as a matter of fact, when the Glasgow was blitzed, my cousin and her husband, she had just had a 
new baby and the baby was only about a month old, about a month old and she had one just about a 
year and a half older than that, and their house had been blitzed. So they came and they only stayed 
with ourselves here for overnight really and they managed to get a bungalow in Causewayhead, you 
know, they had this. <..pause..> I can't remember who they contacted to get this but I can remember 
anyway that they were lucky in as much as they got this until such times as they were able to go back. 
They didn't stay long, I think because, <..pause..> I think once, <..pause..> I don't think their house, wasn't 
demolished but it had been, <..pause..> and they were in the area where all the bombing had been, so I 
think they had gone back, you know, after about two months or something like that. But I can remember 
them having, you know, to come here and over and above that there was children here that had come 
from Glasgow, you know, in the area, that had come to stay in the area. 

 

Q. You were saying when you were working, there was always a very good atmosphere? 

A. Oh yes, we had, <..pause..> You'd people sort of coming and going but there was always the usual, 
<..pause..> There was about six or seven of us always there, you know, from the beginning of the 
W.M.S.A. 'til, well 'til we left to have like, <..pause..> Mrs. Williamson who was Marion Williamson, she 
was a Marion Watt, she left a year before I did because she had a son, David, and she left the year 
before me and, <..pause..> But as I say, even at that, we kept up with all of these people over all the 
years, we kept up. We don't say that we visited them every week but we kept up and sent them cards 
and we were very friendly, and there was an Ann McInstry and Mrs. Lockhurst and her husband was a 
physiotherapist and Margaret McDonald, she came from Bridge of Allan and Margaret was a 
tremendous dressmaker too, she could make all her own suits. We all seemed to be able to, you know, 
do a lot of things in common. I always remember with Margaret too, that when you were talking about 
rationing, when the sweets were rationed and, you know, if anyone, sometimes the farmers used to 
come up and pay their bills at our office, I've seen her sometimes getting maybe a bar of chocolate or 
something like that from them and Margaret could keep hers in her drawer for weeks, to take just one 
little bit at a time. (laughs) She was really great. And so we used to have, <..pause..> we had lots of 
singers. Lots of them could sing in the office and we had a girl, a Dolly Boyle, she came from, <..pause..> 
Actually, she had lived in Glasgow and went to Balfron because of the blitz, and Dolly came to us and 
she was a tremendous sort of, you know, hot singer and very small person but very much a 
Glaswegian, but she was tremendous fun. Then we had a Ruth Tilley, Ruth was a comptometer and 
she did all the, <..pause..> you know, the, <..pause..> 'Cause when we used to get the invoices up from the 
slaughter house, they had all to be brought out, you know, to so many offals, a penny farthing and a 
penny this, and a penny three farthings, so she did all of this onto our things and we'd have put them 
onto the actual, <..pause..> we'd do, do the counting and then put them onto the books. So Ruth, she was 
very young, she was only sixteen I think when she came with us, but very mature for her age and Mrs. 
Williamson, Marion Watt, my friend, she kept up with Ruth but Ruth died unfortunately a few years ago. 
So, that was Ruth and then we had a Sheila Byres, whose father had an upholstery department, I think 
it was in Baker Street and Sheila did beautiful embroidery. I mean, I know I did some but she had 
marvellous work, she had tapestries and could knit and that and she didn't sing, but she loved to go to 
all the various orchestras, orchestral music and very, very interested in music. I think her father too was 
a piano tuner if I can remember correctly so they must have been, you know, music there. That was 
Sheila. Then we had an Ella Maxwell who lived in Ramsay Place, Ella went to the W.A.F.S. and there 
was myself. We had a Nisma Carniegie, she lived in Bruce Street. We used to have, I think, the offices, 
I think I told that previously, we used to have them in Wallace Street, and then we moved to the Sentinel 
Chambers which was in Barnton Street and she came and we used to have funds, you know, for your 
teas and that so you didn't have to pay for buns or cookies. This was in a little tea thing and we used to 
send out to a bakers when it was time for our cup of tea in the mornings and you used to get some. 
<..pause..> That was a thing, you got nice cakes even during the war. I could always remember nice 
pastries and all the gooey things that you'd never think of eating now, but we liked them then. And we 
had a nice window because we faced out towards the Post Office and that, mind you, not that you were 
encouraged to sit at the window, (laughs) but if you had a break, you know, you could look out. There's 
also the Sentinel Chambers, was the printing, there was a Sentinel paper and that, the printing office 
was downstairs, we used to go up in an elevator, it was, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Can you remember any sort of special recipes that you had because of the rationing? 

A. <..pause..> Oh we used to have dried egg, yes, we used dried egg, and I'm trying to think. We also had 
one now, I used to use for, <..pause..> almonds, instead of ground almonds we had, <..pause..> I just can't 
remember what it is now, but I knew I used another, it was like a sort of soya flour and you put your 
almond essence into this rather, <..pause..> and you end up, you get marzipan and things like that 
nowadays, but this was things we had to doctor up and, <..pause..> But we used to do lots of baking even 
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then because I can remember making lots of apple tarts because I used to go visiting to friends in 
Bridge of Allan, and I think at one time I must have made them a tart and, "Every time you come you 
must bring an apple tart" so I always remember doing that. I didn't take one, I used to take two and 
three so as, you know, they could keep them and so, the likes of that. And you did a lot of baking, you 
baked scones, but again we would have the sugar and things, and butter, like margarine to do it with, 
because you had always, <..pause..> One would borrow from another, you know, "You give me, you 
know, some of this ration, I'll give you some of mine" and I don't know, I think. <..pause..> Well there were 
some people too who didn't use all their coupons, you know, it depended. We seemed to eat a lot. 
(laughs) 

 

Q. Did you do the famous thing with the gravy browning on your legs and a seam? 

A. No, I never ever did that. I think actually that, I don't know if it was just after the war, but I remember 
getting a tube of this and you put it on your legs and it looked, <..pause..> in fact you get it nowadays. But 
this must have been when it would come in at first, but it was away back, I mean, <..pause..> it was before 
I was married because I mean I always wore, you know, my stockings and then eventually tights. But I 
can remember in this particular occasion, I got this and you put it on, it was a bit sort of darkish, you 
know, you could always put some water in your hand and then bring it up, but I remembered using that. 
But mind you, it used to sometimes come off onto your underskirts and things, you know, like that so 
you really had to give up, have a bath and get it off again. But if you were going anywhere and you'd 
laddered stockings, that was quite a good thing to put on provided it wasn't a wet day, (laughs) but 
these are things. <..pause..> But again, with the likes of your stockings, as I say that, I think by the time it 
came to when I left McLaughlin’s by that time, well I'd been there for roughly the four years from sixteen 
'til I was twenty, and by the time I was there that realized the difference between the sort of ordinary 
rayon stockings you got and the fully fashioned ones because once you got a ladder in other, the 
cheaper ones, your stockings were finished, I mean although you drew them together. Whereas if you 
bought the other ones, you could actually darn them, you know, with an embroidery thread and, 
<..pause..> But I can remember once, you know, an aunt saying to me, "There's more darns in these 
tights" on particularly the feet, my toes used to come through them. But no, that's true. Mind you, there 
was a lot of pride there too and we used to have nice suits and things, I remember, it was all lovely suits 
in these days, pleated, nice jackets, you know. We had lovely sort of jackets and skirts and various 
Urquh-huhrt, sort of Urquh-huhrt designs and. <..pause..> 

 

Q. What was that like? 

A. It was a check, they call it, it wasn't Urquh-huhrt tartan, it was just an Urquh-huhrt design, but it was I 
think, some people called it Urquh-huhrt design, but it wasn't, it was an Urquh-huhrt check and just the 
same as you get a dogtooth check and you would get, <..pause..> And then again there was the, what 
they called the Lovat colours, you know, the Lovat tweeds and this is from the Lord Lovat’s, you know. It 
was all the sort of, well the greens, you got Lovat blue and Lovat green and these were, <..pause..> My 
husband always wore Lovat jackets and he was to do with the Scouts too and he used to wear the likes 
of those with his kilt, you know, when he was, <..pause..> But they were lovely jackets and we used to get 
beautiful shoes, you could get shoes that fitted you in these days, you would get them where, <..pause..> 
if you had a narrow heel and, you know, broad toes, you could get shoes that fitted. The shoes were 
made for that and various fittings if you had a very high instep, and Saxone in particular I dealt with 
because I could always get the fittings. I never can get shoes that are proper fittings nowadays because 
I have a very high instep and you don't get the shoes that's got the high enough counter as we talked 
about in these days to get your foot in because they're either too, <..pause..> The leather's too soft on the 
uppers and you tend to go over if you've got one with a heel on it, and I prefer, you know, a heel on my 
shoe. But I can never, <..pause..> and even I've got to decide now that when I go for shoes, I've got to 
take one with a strap on it so it keeps it on my feet. Well you didn't use to have that, well even Clark’s 
used to have good shoes too, that you know, you could put your foot into them and you could feel them 
gripping all the places where they should grip. But nowadays you don't seem to have these fittings. I 
think perhaps if you were going to get them made specially for you and spend a fortune, you could 
probably get them. But these are little things that you, <..pause..> well I don't forget about that because 
every time I need my feet, <..pause..> you know, sort of go to the chiropody and I keep saying that's 
because I don't have decent shoes and it's not a case that you don't buy them, you say, "But oh yes, 
these I think are better, you know, better than the last lot" and you discover they're not, the fittings are 
just not there. 

 

Q. Well, thank you very much. 
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Transcribed by Sharon Little 
 

Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1922 

 

Q. Whereabouts were you born? 

A. A small place called Clerksby in Lincolnshire. 

 

Q. Can you remember the street? 

A. Well it didn't really have a name. It was just known as the Terraces. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. Until I was twelve. 

 

Q. Have you any memories of your grandparents? 

A. Aha, I remember my dad's mother, she was ninety and she lived with us but she was bedridden. But I 
don't remember much about what happened with it because I was only tiny. But my other granny, I was 
twelve when she died. She used to come to the school because we'd moved and where my granny lived 
it was just one, like a single end and it was practically near the school and she used to come down 
every playtime in the winter time with a big jug, she called it a pitcher, of cocoa and sandwiches at 
playtime. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. Two brothers. 

 

Q. Were they older? 

A. One older and one younger. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. Well he didn't work much. He was a labourer, but he was an invalid because, <..pause..> part of his life. 
My mother worked all the, <..pause..> practically. 

 

Q. So your mother actually worked <..pause..> did she work before she was married? 

A. And because she lost an eye, ammunitions in The First World War, a piece of steel doing; <..pause..> and 
she was partly blind. 

 

Q. Who looked after the kids while she was working? 

A. My dad. 

 

Q. She felt it was quite safe to leave him? <..pause..> 

A. Aha, you see he had bad legs and he couldn't get about very well, but, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church? 

A. Not very often, no. 

 

Q. Did they take an interest in politics? 
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A. Well, they were both Labour people and they took more or less an interest in it, but they never took any 
active part in it. 

 

Q. What did your parents do in their spare time, did they have hobbies like? <..pause..> 

A. Not really because my mother had to walk a mile and a half to get drinking water, that she was never off 
the go. 

 

Q. So they didnae really have much time for anything? 

A. No, I mean she was out working all the time. 

 

Q. Did they like watching sport? 

A. Not really. My dad liked reading, he liked reading. I mean we never had a wireless, we never had a 
television. I mean television wasn't invented then right enough. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of your parents’ house? 

A. There was about six in this block and it was two up and two down. You'd no kitchen really, everything 
had to be done in your living-room, the likes of dishes had to be done on the table, you'd no sink. The 
washing was done in a big wooden tub and like a trestle thing with a scrubbing brush. You'd no 
washing-board and you'd no other means. 

 

Q. How many rooms were in it? 

A. Just two up and two down. 

 

Q. Did you share a room with anyone? 

A. No. I had my own room. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework? 

A. Aha. 

 

Q. Did you help with any of the housework, or your brothers? 

A. As I got older I had to because my mother was out working and I had to make the dinner when I came 
in from school. I had to do the washing, my brothers had to light the fire. I had to more or less tidy up 
every day. 

 

Q. Did you still carry on all these chores when you left school? Did you still help out? 

A. Well I didn't live with my mother once I left school. I was more or less adopted when I left school. 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have as a child? 

A. Oh we always had good meals, but it was plain, we had soup and boiled beef with veg and things like 
that. We always had good food right enough but it was, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was your mother a good eater? 

A. Not really, I mean she was only four foot and she was that thin, you know. But my dad was seven foot. 

 

Q. What was your favorite meal as a child? 

A. On a Sunday, roast beef and Yorkshire pudding and, <..pause..> we always got that on a Sunday. 

 

Q. Where did your parents do their shopping, was it at corner shops or was it in town? 

A. Aha, well they had corner shops and then they used to go into a place called Market Rasen maybe 
once a month because there was always a market there. 

 

Q. Did you go with her? 
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A. No. 

 

Q. Did your father go with her or did she just do it all herself? 

A. No, she just went herself. 

 

Q. Where did they buy things like furniture? 

A. Well I don't really know because what furniture there was in the house, my mother had it, <..pause..> what 
she had. I mean they never had much at that time. 

 

Q. It would mostly be second-hand furniture they would get? 

A. Aha, I mean it was right old-fashioned stuff. She had a big wooden table in the living room, but you had 
to scrub the top with bleach and everything. That was my job. All this to keep this table clean. And she 
washed on it and she baked on it, she done everything on this table you know. 

 

Q. Can you remember celebrating special occasions like? <..pause..> 

A. I can always remember Christmas because my granny and grandad always came at Christmas. And I 
can always remember my mother always baking on Christmas Eve so that, <..pause..> for Christmas day. 

 

Q. Can you remember presents, can you remember what kind of presents you got? 

A. I can always remember one Christmas I got a tiny wee <..pause..> it was tin, a doll's pram, I can picture 
myself even with it yet. And a rag-doll, and all we got in our stockings was an apple, orange, sweets and 
maybe two or three nuts and that was our stockings. 

 

Q. Was it just your granny and grandad that came? Did any other relatives come round at Christmas? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. What about Hogmanay, did they celebrate it as much? 

A. I never celebrated Hogmanay. 

 

Q. What about a birthday, did you always get a birthday cake or? <..pause..> 

A. No, I never got a birthday cake or a birthday party, my mother couldn't afford it. 

 

Q. Did you have books when you were small? 

A. Well one Christmas, for my Christmas I got, <..pause..> it was a big thick book, this was my whole 
Christmas, with Grimm's fairy tales. That was the only book I ever had. 

 

Q. What about newspapers, did your father and mother buy a newspaper? 

A. They used to buy newspapers but we were never allowed to read them. 

 

Q. Did you belong to a library when you were small? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Were you ever taken out visiting neighbours and friends and relatives? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did you ever have a holiday? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. No. 
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Q. How did you spend Sundays in those days? 

A. Well, I mean when we were small we just used to go out to play, you know and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you go to Sunday School or anything like that? 

A. Aha, we went to Sunday School in the morning and we came back and that was it. We just used to go 
out and play. 

 

Q. You didnae go to a Band of Hope or anything like that? 

A. No, as I got older, <..pause..> I joined the Girl Guides as I got older right enough. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So was religion important to you as a child? 

A. Not really, no. 

 

Q. Who did you play with when you were smaller? 

A. Well just the kids round about, you know. 

 

Q. Just the neighbours from round about? 

A. Mmm, hmm. 

 

Q. Did you play with your brothers? 

A. No, no. We used to fight. 

 

Q. What games did you play? 

A. Well, just the normal kids games. Whip and Top and Rounders and things like that. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls play the same game? 

A. Mmm. 

 

Q. What kind of toys did you have when you were smaller? Ken did you? <..pause..> 

A. I never had very many. 

 

Q. What about homemade, did you have any homemade toys? 

A. My dad made me a doll's cradle, you know a rocking cradle and two or three small things my dad made 
me. But no, we never had many toys, you know, when we were kids. 

 

Q. Were you free to play with anyone you wanted to, did they ever discourage you? No? <..pause..> 

A. Oh no, no. You were free to play with anyone you wanted to. 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time after school hours and at weekends? 

A. Working in the house, helping my mother. 

 

Q. Did you ever go walks, or did you like going out walking? 

A. No, not until I got older, and I used to go with my mum and dad if they went, you know. 

 

Q. What about gardening, did you ever do the garden, no? 

A. No. 
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Q. Did you ever collect anything when you were smaller, like coupons or anything? 

A. Not really. My brothers did. The only thing I collected, you used to get them in sweet packets, was the 
pictures of film stars, different film stars, and if you got the full set, oh you were thought lucky, you know. 
It was great you got the world if you got this full set! 

 

Q. Did you keep any pets when you were smaller? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What about yourself, did you take part in any sport? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And you said you belonged to the Guides? Did you like that, aye? 

A. I liked that because I was older then and we'd moved, we'd moved from that terraced house into our 
first Council house. I was twelve years old when we moved and that was the first time I ever had a bath 
in the house and running water. 

 

Q. What was the house like, how many rooms did the house have? 

A. Three bedrooms, living-room, kitchen and a small bathroom and we thought we were in heaven 
because before we had to, my mother used to put the tub she done the washing in, this big wooden tub 
in front of the fire and that's how we used to get bathed. And on a Friday night we were all put to bed at 
six o'clock so as my mother and dad could get their bath. 

 

Q. What about the pictures, can you ever remember going to the pictures? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. What about pocket money? 

A. Never got any. We used to get a ha'penny sometimes on a Saturday to go for sweets, but that's about 
all we got. But I mean you could get as much then for a ha'penny as what you can get for twenty or 
thirty pence now. 

 

Q. Was it always sweets you bought, did you ever buy a comic or anything? 

A. Sometimes, it depends, you know. 

 

Q. Before you went to school did anyone give you lessons? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you go to a Play School or a Play Group? 

A. No, there was nothing like that then. 

 

Q. How old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Five. 

 

Q. What school did you go to? 

A. The village school, you know. 

 

Q. And that was a Public School? 

A. Mmm, and you see my mother had to take me in a buggy, well a push-chair as they used to call it, for a 
while because I had bad legs and I couldn't walk 'til I was nearly six. You know, I couldn't run about the 
same as other kids, I could walk, but not the same as what other kids could because I was born with 
rickets and pernicious anaemia. And I couldn't walk like other kids walked but; <..pause..> 'til I was six. 

 

Q. Did you like the school that you were at? 
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A. It wasn't bad. 

 

Q. What were the teachers, <..pause..> did you like the teachers? 

A. To be honest I can't remember much about them, you know. 

 

Q. What was the punishments then? 

A. Well you got kept in after class and you got the cane if you were really bad, and you got lines to do, the 
same as they do now more or less, you know. 

 

Q. What subjects were taught? 

A. Well, English, Arithmetic, Writing, Reading. 

 

Q. Did you get Cookery? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Needlework? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. Aha. 

 

Q. What did you wear to school, was there a uniform or did you get to wear what you wanted? 

A. No, just anything. 

 

Q. So what did you do at playtimes? Did you still go out at playtimes? 

A. Well, when I was older of course we moved into the town. As I told you my granny used to come down 
to the playground 'cause my brother was younger than me, and we always used to call in to my 
granny's on the way to school in the morning. And then she used to come down at playtime. We used to 
go to my granny's for dinner, you know, maybe a sandwich or something like that. 

 

Q. Did you go to another school after that like a Secondary School? 

A. I went to Grammar School after that. My mother and father, they saved hard, my mother always worked 
and she paid for me to go to the Grammar School. 

 

Q. Did you like it there? 

A. No I hated it. 

 

Q. What about the teachers, did you like them? 

A. I hated them. 

 

Q. Was it the same punishment again, like the strap? 

A. Mm, hmm, yes. 

 

Q. Did you have to wear a uniform at that? 

A. Aha. 

 

Q. What was it like? 

A. Black and red, and see the hats! You've seen the Glengarries, well the hats were like that, red and 
black. You had to have a red and black tie, a white gymslyp and a white shirt. 

 

Q. Did it change like the winter, summer? 
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A. No it was just the same. the only difference is, you had to wear a black cardigan or a black jumper in the 
winter and black stockings and big black ugly looking shoes. Oh they were horrible! 

 

Q. Did you stay in that school? No? 

A. I stayed there 'til I was sixteen. 

 

Q. So you were actually living in? 

A. No, not, <..pause..> I used to go by bus every day. Then I was adopted, just before I left that school by an 
old lady that had plenty of money and she wanted somebody to keep her company. 

 

Q. So you went there? 

A. And I went to stay there, therefore I never worked you see. 

 

Q. Did you like that? 

A. I loved it. 

 

Q. Did you? 

A. Mm, hmm, she was really good to me. 

 

Q. So you never actually had a job when you left school? 

A. No, that was the first time that I'd ever had very much, you know because my mother couldn't afford it. I 
mean when we were small it was always cast-offs and we never, very seldom got anything new. The 
only time we ever got anything new was to go to the Sunday School trip or something like that, you 
know. But eh, this woman I went to stay with, she was buying me all the time and she treated me as if I 
was her own. 

 

Q. So you really loved that? 

A. Oh I did. 

 

Q. You were never homesick to go back? 

A. No. I used to go home two or three times a week, but I always had to be back for half past nine. I mean 
there was no running about 'til eleven o'clock at night then. 

 

Q. Was she a really old lady or? <..pause..> 

A. No, she'd be about the same age as I am now, you know. 

 

Q. So it was company for her? 

A. And it was company for her and she was really good to me. 

 

Q. Did she have a big house? 

A. Aha, it was her own house. 

 

Q. How many rooms did she have in it? 

A. She had four bedrooms in it, two bathrooms and it was like walking into a mansion because I mean the 
furniture and that was beautiful and carpets and that, which we never had. 

 

Q. Did she pay anybody to help with the housework? 

A. No she done it herself. I used to do odd bits for her, I used to wash the dishes, make beds. I had my 
own room and I used to keep it clean. 

 

Q. How long were you there for? 

A. I went to the Airforce when I was eighteen. So that was about two and a half years, mm, hmm. 
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Q. So how did you get on in the Airforce? 

A. Oh I loved it. 

 

Q. What was a typical days work? 

A. I used to get up at seven o'clock, well between half past six and seven. Used to go for a shower, get 
ready, go down for my breakfast and then; <..pause..> See I was on these balloons, during the air-raids, it 
was to stop the aircraft and I was the winch driver. They put me on a M.T. course for driving and I had a 
licence and I was driving these big heavy lorries from site to site, and driving other Airforce women 
about. 

 

Q. Did men and women work together? 

A. No, not on these sites. 

 

Q. It was just the women? 

A. Well the site we were on during the blitz in Coventry six men had been killed in that site the week before 
we went to it. And we followed on, a land mine had been dropped across the road and we went through 
Coventry during the blitz. I got hit by shrapnel, luckily I had a steel helmet on and it dented the top right 
in. 

 

Q. But that was alright, you werenae hurt? 

A. I wasnae hurt, no. 

 

Q. And what about the wages, what kind of wages did you get? 

A. We used to get eleven shillings a week. 

 

Q. And what did you do with that? 

A. Well I used to send five shillings home to my mother. 

 

Q. Was this the lady that took you in? 

A. No, my own mother. 

 

Q. You sent it home to your own mother? 

A. Aye, 'cause I mean the other woman didn't need it, Miss Nelson she didn't need it, she had plenty. 

 

Q. You never called her mother? 

A. No, I used to call her auntie. 

 

Q. Were you back staying with your mum by this time? 

A. No. I used to go to my mother's on leave right enough. 

 

Q. So where did you stay while you were working? 

A. While I was in the Airforce? 

 

Q. Aha? 

A. Well of course I just used to go home on leave to my mother, my own mother. And I used to see the 
woman that more or less, <..pause..> she didn't legally adopt me, she just, <..pause..> you know. 

 

Q. But when you were in the Airforce; <..pause..> so you actually stayed in the Airforce there all the time? 

A. Yeah, aha.  

 

Q. So it wasnae like a job just through the war, you actually signed up? 
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A. Oh no, I was actually signed up. 

 

Q. So how did you get on with the people you were working beside in the Airforce. 

A. Oh I had great friends. 

 

Q. Was the atmosphere great to work in? 

A. Oh the atmosphere was really great. You see there was only six of you on a site and you all worked 
together and you all more or less made your own fun and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you all sleep in the same dormitory? 

A. Aha, we'd these nursing huts, you know. 

 

Q. So you really had great fun? 

A. Oh it was great. 

 

Q. And what about the ones in charge, how did you get on with them? 

A. Oh they were alright, you know, aye. Except one night the camp Commander came on the site and I 
knocked him unconcious! (laughs) 

 

Q. How did that happen? 

A. He wouldn't answer me, there used to be two of us on guard at night, we used to take turns, you know, 
so many on guard. <..pause..> We had two hours on and four hours off. And we, <..pause..> I mean the 
men, they had rifles, they wouldn't give the women them and we had these policemen’s truncheons. 
and the camp commander came on the site and of course my pal, she had gone in to make tea for us in 
the recreation hut, and I shouted "Halt who goes there?" three times and he never answered me and all 
I seen was the figure coming, coming towards me and I just went like that <..pause..> right on the top of 
the head and down he went. I got put on a charge for it but I got off. (laughs) 

 

Q. What about if you got married when you were in the Airforce? 

A. I did. 

 

Q. Could you just leave? 

A. The only ways you could leave if you got married or if you were pregnant. 

 

Q. So it's just the same as what it's like just now in the Airforce, you cannae get out? <..pause..> 

A. You couldn't get out unless you were pregnant. 

 

Q. So later on when you got older, how did you spend your Sundays then, did you go to the church and 
that? 

A. In the Airforce we used to go to Church Parade every Sunday morning. and after that on a Sunday, 
unless we were on guard duty, we were free to go wherever we wanted after that you know. As long as, 
<..pause..> you had to be in by a minute to twelve at night, you know. 

 

Q. So was religion more important to you as you got older? 

A. It was then as I got older. 

 

Q. And what about yourself for politics, did you take an interest in politics? 

A. Not really, I mean I've always been Labour, always have been. 

 

Q. So you just voted, you never actually? <..pause..> 

A. I just voted. In fact I never ever gave a thought about politics, you know, because I wasn't really 
interested at that time. 
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Q. Did you go on holiday when you were older, like with maybe the girls, your new friends? 

A. The only time we ever went really on holiday in the Airforce, unless it was on leave, home like, was 
when <..pause..> at D Day. And all leave was cancelled, we couldn't get any leave, and they sent us all 
away to a convalescent home for a week, so many at a time, to the seaside at the Airforce's expense. It 
was great, we enjoyed it, you know, we really did! We were all in like, dormitories. 

 

Q. Was there special places where men and women met? 

A. Aha. 

 

Q. So what was it like, like dances? 

A. Well, you had dances, you had N.A.A.F.I.s and in the convalescent, the men were in one end and the 
women were in the other end. 

 

Q. Did your parents meet your friends that? <..pause..> 

A. Aha, I used to take some of them home. 

 

Q. And did you take them to meet your aunt as well? 

A. Mm, hmm. 

 

Q. When you were home did they expect to know where you were and did they tell you to be back for a 
certain time or that? 

A. Aha, my mother always made me still be in at half past nine, for all I was over eighteen, you know. And 
she used to get on to me if I wore make-up. And she got on to me for smoking when I started smoking, 
she used to get on to me for that. 

 

Q. What age were you when you married? 

A. Twenty two. 

 

Q. What age was your husband? 

A. Same age, well he was three months older than me. 

 

Q. What was your husband’s job before you married? 

A. Well he was in the Army. He was in the Paratroopers. 

 

Q. So he was actually in the Army? 

A. When I met him. 

 

Q. Did he have a job before that? 

A. Aha, in a bacon factory in Bridge of Allan. McGrouther’s in Bridge of Allan. 

 

Q. How did you meet him? 

A. Well my pals and I, we all went to the pub one night in the, <..pause..> near the place where we were 
stationed and him and his pals walked in. And that's how. <..pause..> We got into conversation and that's 
how we met. 

 

Q. Was that down in England? 

A. Aha. 

 

Q. Is that where you met him? 

A. Yeah, 'cause he was stationed not far, about twelve mile up the road from where I was. 
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Q. Did he come from the same background as yourself, or maybe? <..pause..> 

A. I think he came, <..pause..> more or less, <..pause..> a totally different background because they were 
Tories and they had a lot more than we had. 

 

Q. So would you say they were maybe middle? <..pause..> What would you class yourself as? Would you 
class yourself as working class? 

A. Mmm, and they were more middle class. Mind, he's not now, he stays with my daughter. I divorced him 
years ago right enough, but, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you get engaged? 

A. Aha. My mother was against it, she tried to stop it. 

 

Q. Did you manage to get things like furniture and household things together before you were married? 

A. No. No, because you had to have coupons and dockets, the likes of to get a house full of furniture. You 
had these units and you had to be married and already getting a house, no getting a house before you 
could get them and I never bothered 'til I came out of the Airforce. And I was staying with my mother-in-
law and I needed the bedroom suite for the room I was in. 

 

Q. So did you actually move up here when you got married? 

A. Aha. 

 

Q. Did you get quite a lot of wedding presents? 

A. No, not very many because it was quiet. We just went away and got married down in England. 

 

Q. What did you wear? 

A. My Airforce uniform. And he was in his Army uniform. It was just a uniform wedding, ken. I got married 
off the camp. 

 

Q. Did you go on a honeymoon? 

A. No, just through to my mother’s that was all. 

 

Q. So did you continue in the Airforce after you got married? 

A. Aha. 

 

Q. Did your husband? <..pause..> The question is, how did your husband feel about you working, but he was 
in the Airforce as well so he wouldnae? <..pause..> 

A. Aye, you see when I first got married and I came out the Airforce, he was still in the Army. But he was; 
<..pause..> I had got rooms near where he was stationed, we were moving about all the time. Never had a 
settled home 'til we came up here after he came out. 

 

Q. How did you manage financially when you stopped working and it was just him that was working? 

A. Oh not too bad because he got a living-out allowance and it wasn't too bad and of course I had my own 
Army allowance from him when I came out. 

 

Q. Did you take any part-time work or casual work? 

A. No. No, because when I came out of the Airforce I was pregnant you see and couldn't do anything. I 
was in hospital for three months. 

 

Q. So where was your first house, settled house, ken, when you actually came out? 

A. In Bridge of Allan. 

 

Q. And could you describe that kind of house? 
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A. Well it was upstairs. It was a flat in the Cornton Crescent. And it had two bedrooms, a living-room, and a 
small kitchen and a bathroom, a tiny bathroom. It was nice right enough. These houses are still there 
but I mean they're modernised to what they were when we were in them. 

 

Q. What kind of furniture did you have in it? 

A. Well I had a three-piece suite and a dining-room suite and a bedroom suite and of course the bairn's cot 
and things like that, you know. 

 

Q. What about washing, how did you do it? 

A. I had to do my washing in the sink and I had a wringer, you know how you get the two sinks, the deep 
one and the shallow one, that was how I had to do my washing. 

 

Q. What about cooking facilities? 

A. I had an old-fashioned gas cooker with brass taps, a black one. I had to <..pause..> you used to clean the 
taps with Brasso, you know and it; <..pause..> Oh I can't really describe it, it was right old-fashioned you 
know, but it worked. 

 

Q. How many years did you stay there? 

A. Eighteen. 

 

Q. And when you moved, who helped you with the move? 

A. Well, just friends. 

 

Q. Was that your husband's friends? 

A. Mm, hem. 

 

Q. How many children did you have altogether then? 

A. Well when I first moved into the house, I'd only the one. The second one was born in the, <..pause..> 
while I was in that house. 

 

Q. So you had two? 

A. Yeah. 

 

Q. And what were they? Boys or girls? 

A. Girls, two girls. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. Not really. It was all I could have 'cause I'd been so ill, I could only have the two. 

 

Q. Did you get anything done that made you, <..pause..> like sterilized or that so you couldn't have any more, 
so they actually sterilized you? 

A. Aye, 'cause I took cervical cancer. I couldn't have anymore. 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. No, not with the first one. 

 

Q. So you knew nothing? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you read any books about it? 
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A. No. the only thing I knew was what lectures and that we'd had in the Airforce. Because at that time your 
mother wasn't so free in telling you anything as what the mothers are these days. I mean I was free with 
my two. My mother wasn't as free telling me anything, I had to find things out for myself. 

 

Q. Did they have maybe an Advice Centre or that, did you know about? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Were your two children born at home? 

A. No, they were both born in hospital. 

 

Q. What about, <..pause..> did you have to pay for it? 

A. The first one I did, yes. 

 

Q. And how much did it cost you? 

A. It cost me about three hundred pounds. 

 

Q. Did you take ill? 

A. Aye, see I took toxaemia, childbed fever, when I was having the first one. I was really ill, I nearly lost my 
life through the first one and that was how, <..pause..> 'cause I had to get these special injections every 
day with me having the anaemia, see I had pernicious anaemia. 

 

Q. How did you pay the three hundred pounds? 

A. Well I got my gratuity out the Airforce. It only came out of the Airforce at the end of the war. You got a 
lump sum. You see the men, they all got suits and, <..pause..> oh a rig-out, but the women didn't. We got 
so much of a kit home with us, especially the likes of me, I was released on medical grounds. I got my 
shoes, towels, different things. But they had to give us money to more or less buy clothes with because 
clothes was rationed. You had to have coupons for clothes. 

 

Q. So this money you got, this paid your medical bills? 

A. Aha, it took every penny that I came out the Airforce with. 

 

Q. Did you still have to pay for money off your wages for your? <..pause..> 

A. Not really, no because I had enough. We worked, I'd saved, <..pause..> My mother had saved for me 
during the time I was in the Airforce. Mind I told you I'd sent her five shillings a week? Well she used to 
bank that money for me, and between that I had, well she'd saved for me and what I'd come out of the 
Airforce with paid my hospital bill. 

 

Q. And did you get help when your children were born from family and friends? 

A. Not really, no. I just paddled along on my own. 

 

Q. Did anyone come in and help with the washing? 

A. No. No, because my relations were down in England. 

 

Q. If you wanted to ask anybody about anything would you go to the doctor or nurse or would you ask a 
friend? 

A. Just talk to a friend. 

 

Q. How did you feed your first baby? 

A. Bottle, both of them. 

 

Q. Did your husband have anything to do with the children when they were born or small? 

A. No. No, 'cause he was never in the house, he never knew he had them. 



 1474

 

Q. How did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 

A. We didn't very well because he drunk heavy. And I went out to work when the kids were small cleaning 
houses and I used to take the baby with me and what money I earned kept us. And I wouldn't take the 
responsibility of the rent and made him take the responsibility of that. But I fed us. 

 

Q. Did you know what your husband earned? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So who payed the bills? Did you pay all the bills? 

A. I payed the bills but he was responsible for the rent. I bought the coal, I bought the food, the children's 
clothes, 'cause I had to go to jumble sales and different things. The only thing I used to buy them new 
was shoes because I was very fussy about what shoes they wore. But as for the rest of the clothes, I 
had to go to jumble sales and stuff that the kids had given them, you know what I mean. I just hadn't the 
money. 

 

Q. How did you decide money should be spent on furniture and that, did you consult your husband or did 
you just go away and get it if you had the money? 

A. Well after we got the house we never bought any more furniture, I mean we just made do with what we 
had. 

 

Q. What about holidays, did you go holidays? 

A. I never got a holiday. 

 

Q. How did you manage if your husband was ill or out of work? 

A. Just had to. 

 

Q. Did friends rally round? <..pause..> 

A. No. Just had to paddle along and struggle. 

 

Q. So you really felt that sometimes you had to struggle to make end meet? 

A. I did because I put myself in the hospital with malnutrition once for feeding my kids and not feeding 
myself. As long as they were fed I wasn't worrying, you know, because I was only earning £3.50 a 
week, myself, and by the time I'd paid all the bills and bought the food there was nothing, there was 
nothing left. 

 

Q. If any neighbours were ill or confined to bed did anyone help out? 

A. Well we all did, all the neighbours <..pause..> I mean it was, <..pause..> now it's not the same atmosphere 
as what it was then because a neighbour was a neighbour. I mean you could pop into a neighbours 
anytime. 

 

Q. Was everybody in the same standard of living? 

A. Yes, and I mean if you were short of a loaf of bread a neighbour would, <..pause..> they would rally round, 
they wouldn't see you without, ken what I mean. But now you go and ask anyone for a loaf of bread 
these days, they would look at you. I mean they wouldn't offer supposing you had nothing. They would 
have then. 

 

Q. What kind of medical care was there at that time if you were ill? 

A. Well, when Joyce was born, the eldest one, you had to pay for it all, but whenever Heather was born of 
course the Health Service was in then. 

 

Q. What were the doctors like, were they friendly? 

A. Oh the doctors were great. 
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Q. And can you remember maybe <..pause..> well at that time if any of the children were ill or that would you 
rather use a home-cure than ‘phone a doctor, 'cause you knew you had to pay for it? 

A. You knew you had to pay for it, you had to. 

 

Q. So you would rather nurse them at home than? <..pause..> 

A. Mmm, before you had sent for a doctor. It wasn't too bad once the Health Service came in because it's 
a good job the Health Service came in because Joyce had osteomyelitis in the leg, she nearly lost a leg. 
She was only about five year old, six year old, <..pause..> through getting a rusty nail through her foot. 

 

Q. Did people do their shopping mostly in local corner shops or in the town? 

A. Well I used to do the biggest part of my shopping in the local shops in Bridge of Allan. I used to come to 
the town if the kids wanted clothes or shoes or anything, but that's the only time. And I used to walk in 
with the pram. Never got the bus. 

 

Q. Did the local shops ever give credit or tick? 

A. They did but I never took it, I was too frightened. 

 

Q. Did they give it to anybody that asked for it? 

A. Not really because they had to really know you and know what like a person you were before you'd get 
it. 

 

Q. Which kind of shops gave you it? 

A. Food shops. 

 

Q. Were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. Well there was one in Stirling. 

 

Q. Was the area a friendly neighbourhood you stayed in? 

A. Aha, oh aye. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of The Second World War? 

A. Plenty. <..pause..> (laughs) 

 

Q. What was family life like then? 

A. Well I don't really know because I mean I was away from home from being eighteen and I never lived at 
home after that. I mean the only family life I knew was with the other girls in the billet and we used to 
have some great times, I mean it was serious, we had serious work to do but we still had our good 
times. 

 

Q. Just smiled through it. 

A. Aye, I mean you had to. And we used to love to go down on to the airfield and watch all the aircraft 
going away, we used to do that, watch all the aircraft going away on bombing raids and watch for them 
all coming back in the dawn, you know the early hours of the morning. We used to be back down 
watching them all coming back and we knew how many didn't come back. And it was sad then, 'cause 
we knew all the air crews and everything, you know. 

 

Q. What about evacuees, can you remember any evacuees? 

A. Not really because we never had any. And I mean we were a garrison town and we were near the  
coast, where my mother stayed, but we were never evacuated. 

 

Q. What about rationing, do you have any memories of rationing? 
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A. Oh it was hard, it was really hard. 'Cause I mean you never, you couldn't get biscuits because you 
never had the points to get them with. You just got, more or less got the bare necessities. 

 

Q. Can you remember any swapping going on with the rationing books, like maybe somebody with a 
clothes rationing book or something and swap it for maybe? <..pause..> 

A. Aye that did go on. I never done it because my dad used to give me his clothing coupons because he 
never went out very much with him being more or less an invalid, and he used to give me his clothing 
coupons. And when I was in the Airforce I'll always remember, we went to the Army and Navy stores 
and we bought an Army blanket, my pal and I, and we made a coat and we done it all by hand, we 
made a coat each and it was that style <..pause..> it was like three quarters with a tie belt with the big 
thingmies on the sleeves, you know, here, the big pads. But there was no buttons it was just a swing 
coat with a tie belt. 

 

Q. Was they nice? 

A. Aye they were quite nice, but I mean they were made out of blankets, grey blankets. But they were quite 
nice. We never lined them or anything you know. 

 

Q. Before the actual war came out and there was rationing, everybody would have had, well could buy 
what they wanted. But when the rationing came do you know anybody, maybe your mother or that, 
come the end of the week and they didnae have anything, did any neighbours come in and help out 
then? 

A. No, not during the rationing because everybody was in the same boat. 

 

Q. Was there a lot of baking and that going on then? <..pause..> 

A. Well you could get flour but then you couldn't get the fat. And the likes, you couldn't have a birthday 
cake or a wedding cake or anything like that. 

 

Q. Can you remember the queuing up for the rationing? 

A. Yes, you used to stand for hours in queues. You'd maybe hear of a shop that had bananas in, because 
you couldn't get bananas, and you'd stand for hours in a queue to get bananas. And it was the same for 
a lot of stuff. 

 

Q. Would you just stand in a queue <..pause..> if you saw a queue would you just stand in it just to see what 
it was anyway? <..pause..> 

A. Well you'd find out what it was all about and then if you wanted it you would just stand, and I've seen 
me stand for two hours waiting for it. 

 

Q. What about the soldiers, have you got any memories of the soldiers? 

A. Well you see my mother worked in a soldiers’ canteen, and a lot of them used to go to my mothers for 
like a home from home, my mother used to knit for them and different things, you know. And through 
that I met quite a few of them. They were away from home and the people took them in and looked after 
them more or less, you know. 

 

Q. And did you go to the dancing with your soldiers? <..pause..> 

A. Well, <..pause..> aha. I never had any particular one to go with, we just used to go, my pal and I. And we 
used to just dance and that, and make them feel at home. But we used to make a fool of the Yanks 
(laughs) because we didn't like them. No, we didn't like them. 

 

Q. Was it their accents or was it? <..pause..> 

A. It's not that. They were too big, you know, throwing money about and our own boys didn't have it. 

 

Q. Do you think everybody was much of the same opinion? 

A. Mmm I think they were. 

 

Q. They'd rather have their own boys? 
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A. They'd rather have their own boys because they were too bumptious you know, and they thought 
because they could get you nylons and chewing gum and cigarettes and that, that they were made kind 
of thing. My pal and I used to take what we could off them and then ditch them. (laughs) 

 

Q. Well thank you very much. 
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1923 Brewery Worker; Shop Worker; Welder in Second World War. 
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Transcribed by Jayne Stephenson 
 

Q. Can you tell me which year you were born in? 

A. 1923, 24
th
 February. 

 

Q. Can you tell me where you were born? 

A. In the Blocks, 97 Fourth Block, Fallin. 

 

Q. How long did you live there for? 

A. All my life up to I was 14 and then we got moved down to a new house here. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. Four sisters, no brothers. 

 

Q. And can you remember what your father's job was? 

A. He was pithead man at Fallin Colliery. 

 

Q. And can you remember his wage at all? 

A. Oh no. <..pause..> He started there when he was 14 and he retired when he was 65. 

 

Q. And did your mother have any jobs before she married? 

A. Before she married she was the <..pause..> it must have been a kind of nanny cum housekeeper, 
because she watched children but she also worked about the house. 

 

Q. And you mentioned that she was also a washer at the pithead. 

A. That’s right she worked at the pithead, uh-huh, at the washer. 

 

Q. And did she work after she was married? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. So, they didn't work after they got married then? 

A. Och, I think that was their job, when they got married, their house and their family. 

 

Q. Right. So did your parents attend church or not? 

A. Yes, my dad, he attended The English Church in Stirling. My mum went with him occasionally, but she 
was in The Woman's Guild and everything connected with the church in the village. 

 

Q. And did your parents regularly go to church? 

A. My dad, he did, uh-huh. My mum, she didnae go to church regular but she attended all The Woman's 
Guild and different things connected with the church. We all went to Sunday School from an early age. 

 

Q. And politics, did your parents take an interest in politics? Do you know what parties they voted for? 

A. It was always Labour I'd heard, you know. 

 

Q. And do you remember what your parents used to do in their spare time? Did they have any hobbies or? 
<..pause..> 
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A. No, I don't. <..pause..> I always mind of my mother knitting or crocheting but I cannot mind of my dad you 
know ever taking; you know how now you take up bowling and different things. I cannae mind of my 
daddy ever doing anything like that, you know. 

 

Q. And do you remember a member of your family talking to you about First World War memories? 

A. Aye, my daddy uh-huh, I've heard my daddy talking about it. And I think he was young, he didnae give 
his right age. And I've heard him talking about different things about it y'know. 

 

Q. Can you remember what? 

A. Mind him talking. In fact it was on the telly, I can't even mind the name of the place, it wasn't that Ypres, 
maybe that, there was a big battle in it during The First War and I mind him saying he must have been 
about 17. I can always mind him saying he was terrified. But he went right through the war you know 
and I've heard him talking about. <..pause..> One time the old King had came to the lines and it was in the 
paper and when he came home his mother was telling him about buying the paper with the King going 
down into the lines to see the soldiers. Ken? 

 

Q. Right. So, what memories do you have of the house that you lived in when you were a child? How many 
rooms did it have? 

A. It was a room and kitchen. Happy, happy home when you think on what they've got now and they're no' 
contented. And there was seven of us in there. Five girls, my mum and dad, and y'know nothing labour 
saving it was. <..pause..> When I think back my mammy must have been worn down. Outside 
washhouses and washing for us all, y'know. But it was happy ken. I can mind it was contented. 

 

Q. So you obviously had to share a bedroom with your sisters. 

A. That’s right, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And so did you have a bathroom? 

A. No, we had a toilet outside and there were three on the landing used it. Three different families used 
that toilet outside. And I mean I laugh now, there werenae such a thing as toilet paper, it was the 
newspaper cut into square sheets and knocked into the back of the door with a big nail. I can mind of 
that awful plain. 

 

Q. And did you have a washhouse? 

A. Aye, that’s right, which everybody got their separate day to use it y'know. 

 

Q. And so did your mother do all the housework in the house? 

A. Aye well I was the oldest of the five girls and I used to love to help, to try, <..pause..> you know if there 
was anything. <..pause..> I must have liked doing housework. 

 

Q. So can you remember what chores she did? Did she black-lead the range and polish the fender and 
things like that? 

A. That's what I was thinking about. I mind of a big steel fender and a slider down the front, everything was 
steel and it getting done no' with any of these squirty polishes, it was a wet cloth and a wee bit of the 
fine ash out the fire, when the fire was cold. And that’s what was rubbed on it. And emery paper, it was 
a kind of rough, like sandpaper. And it’s shining like anything and this grate getting black-leaded ‘til it 
was shining. 

 

Q. And so did your mother make the family's clothes at all? 

A. No, she knitted. Aye, she knitted a lot. I cannae mind sewing. <..pause..> mending but no making things, 
you know. 

 

Q. And did you get many new clothes? 

A. No, not really because as I say there were five of us and there was only my daddy's wage. It didnae 
mean we were scruffy y'know we had good clothes that were kept for a Sunday and going to school. 
And whenever we come in from school we got changed into just y'know something for running about. 
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Q. So, did your mother pay anyone to help in the house like a cleaner or that? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. And did your father help your mother with any jobs in the house? 

A. Oh aye, he was quite good. I cannae mind of him you know how now the men will do the washing and 
different things, I cannot mind of anything like that but he helped a lot with us. Because I can mind our 
shoes all lined up and he would have brushed our shoes and. <..pause..> My mummy always said my 
daddy couldnae make an egg, they just didnae make meals then, the men. And he would take us away 
for a walk you know and help her that way. 

 

Q. And you mentioned you had jobs to do round the house. Can you remember what they were? Did you 
go for messages and dust? 

A. Aye, I used to go for messages and I mind I wasted a lovely mirror. My mother must have went up to 
the British Women, it was connected with the church, and I was left to baby-sit, this lovely big mirror. I 
can see it sitting above the sideboard and I must have got Vim or Ajax and started to clean this mirror 
with it and wasted it. I can always mind that. But I loved working, you know dusting things and sweeping 
in here and washing dishes and I liked to do  that kind of thing. 

 

Q. And can you remember what kind of meals you had when you were a child? 

A. It was all plain meals and I mean there wasnae such a thing as "I don't like it." That was your meal and 
y'know. <..pause..> It was potatoes and mince, sausage, porridge in the morning, always got porridge in 
the morning. My mother made soup and Creamola. And I can always mind the tins of pineapple chunks, 
that was the only tinned fruit that I ever saw y'know. 

 

Q. And did you have anything different to eat on Sundays? Like roast beef or steak pie? 

A. I cannot mind getting roast beef. I can mind our getting steak pie that must have been the highlight of 
the week you know. But I can mind of my granny sending down a jug. My dad used to go up and see his 
mother, she lived in the Craigs. I can mind of my daddy coming down with, I can see it a brown pitcher 
with rabbit in it she had cooked and that must have been great. <..pause..> When you think on it. (laughs) 

 

Q. And did your mother eat well or do you remember her leaving less on her plate and giving more to all 
the children? 

A. When I look back I think she skimped on hers to give to us. Aye definitely. 

 

Q. And did your parents do their shopping in the village or did they go into Stirling? 

A. No, my mother always went to Co-Operative. It was just across the road from us, you know in the 
Blocks. My daddy had a war pension and on a Wednesday, he went into town to pick up his war 
pension and he would go into the Maypole and he always brought back butter and eh. <..pause..> I mean 
that was the done thing on a Wednesday. And he went to see his mother up in the Craigs. But the 
shopping was all done in the village. 

 

Q. So, can you remember what shops you went to? 

A. Mind the Co-Operative, it was usually always the Co-Operative that we went to. 

 

Q. And where did you get things like furniture and clothes? 

A. The Co-Operative in Stirling. 

 

Q. So can you remember celebrating birthdays and Christmases? Did you get a lot of presents at these 
times? 

A. Aye, no' nothing to what they get now, mind. I mean we got, I can mind there was an old woman down 
the stair and she ran a club for Mars and we used to go down every week with one penny and we got it 
back, see the card we got it marked, to get a Mars selection box for five of us. They must have been a 
shilling each then. And, you know a pencil box a pencil case and crayons and things. I mind one year 
getting a torch and waiting through the night and I got this torch and I was so thrilled and I put it under 
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my pillow and left the damn thing on and in the morning the battery had run out! (laughs) I didnae mean 
ritzy Christmases as you can understand, five to get for you know. But we had, <..pause..> birthdays, we 
always got something for our birthdays, you know. 

 

Q. And did your parents ever play any games with you? You know like Hide and Seek and games like that. 

A. I mind in the Blocks when it was the clear nights the women would come down outside and they would 
maybe play at Rounders with us. And they held the ropes for Skipping Ropes and things like that you 
know, it was great when they did that. 

 

Q. And did you have any books to read at home? 

A. I used to get, <..pause..> I think the name of it was Fairyland Tales it must have been like a comic but it 
was book form you know and I can mind of reading that. 

 

Q. And did you belong to a library? Was there a library in Fallin? 

A. No, there wasnae a library in Fallin then. No. 

 

Q. And can you remember being taken out by your parents to visit neighbours and friends? 

A. I can always mind of going to my granny's every week, my daddy's mother as I'm saying lived in the 
Craigs. We went there every week. My mother's mother lived further away, she was away Bathgate way 
at the pits. You know my granda worked in the pits too. But I can mind her going every week and an 
auntie that I had in the town that was, you know, the closest family we visited there really regular. 

 

Q. And did you ever have any holidays? 

A. We went every year, when the school got their holidays on a Friday at twelve o'clock or one o'clock. I 
had an auntie that used to travel from Bathgate. She had an artificial leg she never got married, and she 
used to come from Bathgate on the bus and take my sister and me, Mary and me, away to Bathgate. 
That was us for six weeks 'til the school went back in. But I cannae mind of going to the seaside, you 
know, I mind of going for a day but no' for holidays like a week or a fortnight you know. As I got older my 
mother and father went with the two wee'est ones, ken they must have been getting a wee bit ritzier with 
money and they got holidays. 

 

Q. And do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. No, I don't think I can really, no I really don't. 

 

Q. So can you tell me how you spent Sundays when you were young? Did you go to church? 

A. Sunday we went to Sunday School. Before we went to Sunday School, I think you'd to be five to go to 
Sunday School, there was a hut just down from the Blocks that belonged to Mr. Marshall, he had a 
grocer's shop. Now I don't know whether he was a Lay Preacher or what he was but it belonged to him. 
And we all went to the wee Sunday School there. And as I said the Pilgrims came with tents and we 
went to the tents to sing tunes. And then we went from there to the church, the big Sunday School when 
we were five. And in this kind of way I can always mind of going for brambles on a Sunday or just going 
for a, walk. Ken there wasnae much doing on a Sunday. 

 

Q. And do you remember The Band of Hope coming to Fallin at all? 

A. Aye, that must have been that kind of Pilgrim tent, that must have been the same kind of thing. 

 

Q. And did you have different clothes to wear on a Sunday? 

A. Aye, aye. You went to go to Sunday School and everything, back, and then changed again. 

 

Q. And were you taught to say your prayers at night? 

A. Aye, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And was religion important to you as a child? 
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A. Well I still do, I go to church every Sunday. It doesnae mean I'm a goody, goody, the Minister would 
laugh at me! But I still like to go to go to church every Sunday. I really liked to go even when I was wee, 
I liked to go to the church. 

 

Q. So did you play with your brothers and sisters when you were wee? 

A. Aye, four sisters there was aye something doing. <..pause..> 

 

Q. And can you remember what games you used to play? 

A. We used to play at ropes, Skipping Ropes, Peever and eh, ball games, marbles, <..pause..> Kick the Can 
and oh <..pause..> I mean you dinnae see them playing these games now really. The sister that was next 
to me she was the poorest sport out and if she was out she was playing at Peever - if it went on the line 
she used to kick the peever away and we were an hour trying to find it. She was such a bad loser. 

 

Q. Right so did boys and girls play the same games? 

A. I really cannae mind of that, <..pause...> 

 

Q. Did you all play Hide and Seek together you know and Rounders and things? 

A. Aye, aye. 

 

Q. And can you remember what kind of toys you had? 

A. I had a doll, I had a wee pram. I mind once I got scarlet fever and this was the highlight of my young life. 
I took scarlet fever and was in Bannockburn Hospital. I must have been six or seven at the time and I 
came home and I mind my daddy came off his shift and I was all excited at being back home. I'd been 
away for four weeks, and he opened the cupboard door and inside it was a two-wheeler bike. They 
must have really scrimped to buy me that and it was great. A two-wheeler fairy cycle you know, just a 
wee thing no like the BMX's that they get now. 

 

Q. And how did you spend your free time after school? 

A. Well, my mother just seemed to be getting one off her hands when there were another one. I spent a lot 
of time watching children, my mother always seemed to have a baby and I either had it in a pram or in 
the shawl, the shawl like this round about you. And if ours was up past that, I was always looking for a 
neighbours’ bairn. I loved taking bairns out. 

 

Q. And did you have any hobbies like going walks or going cycling or doing the gardening or anything? 

A. I liked to go walks you know, I'd go for a lot of walks and take pieces and a bottle of water and go for a 
picnic. 

 

Q. And did you collect anything, like scraps? 

A. I mind of collecting scraps when I was wee, you know and changing if somebody had doublers you 
know. Oh and that was another great thing we played at in the Blocks, was clay shops. It was awful clay 
soil, we used to dig it out and have you ever seen, I've seen it in The Maypole, them doing the butter 
with the butter pats? And doing it with the clay and making cakes with it. And you'd the shop and 
everybody else that was customers would go all round the Blocks, how ridiculous, picking up broken 
glass, that was the money! And you know how you could get china with a gold rim, well if you got a bit 
glass with a gold rim that bought you the earth! You used to say I've got a gold stroke. [strike] I mean 
GLASS! Oh mad eh. <..pause..> when you think on it eh! (laughs) 

 

Q. So did you keep any pets, like a dog or a cat? 

A. No, no we never had any. <..pause..> No. 

 

Q. And did you take part in any sports like Netball or that? 

A. No, there was nothing like that at school when I was there, ken? 

 

Q. And did you go to the Guides? 
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A. I went to the Brownies and the Guides. Brownies first and then when you were bigger you went into the 
Guides. 

 

Q. And did you ever go to the pictures, the cinema? 

A. We went to the pictures, my son was here last night and I was telling him about that. We went to The 
Kinema in The Craigs every Saturday with sixpence and it was thruppence for the bus, three 
ha'pennies, in three ha'pennies back that was thruppence, tuppence to get in and a penny to spend. 
And there used to be my sister and me went, the one that was next to me there was just a year and 
eleven months between us, then my third sister came up. I was telling my son last night I used to make 
them walk from the Blocks to the mile to save a ha'penny when it was coming near Christmas to save 
up to get Christmas presents for my mam and dad. He said, "Isn't it amazing mum when you think of the 
money the kids get now?" And my daddy got a pipe out of Woolworths every year my mammy got a 
shade for the light, that was sixpence each. (laughs) 

 

Q. And did your parents give you any pocket money? 

A. Aye, oh aye. 

 

Q. So how much did you get? 

A. I think we were lucky, if we got thruppence. I was telling Sandy last night, when we were in Bathgate for 
our six weeks holiday, my daddy used to write us a letter and put a silver sixpence in it. A silver, 
<..pause..> one of these silver sixpences. Sandy was looking at me I said " Sandy we thought we were 
royalty getting a silver sixpence sent to us." But we'd be able to do such a lot with it then, eh? And a 
ha'penny for a cone. I mean I can mind the pit baths that opened and it was tuppence for a Mars and all 
I wanted in the world was a whole Mars Bar and now they're eighteen pence! And it was tuppence and I 
couldnae get one. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you spent your pocket money on? Was it sweets and things? 

A. Aye, sweeties aye. I used to aye want my sister to put her penny with mine and there were a wee shop 
in Stirling and they used to have tray toffee and it had big nuts through it and every Saturday we went to 
pictures. I used to say, "Go put your penny with mine and we'll get a quarter of that toffee." She'd never 
do it. I was going to kill her! 

 

Q. So how old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Five. And I can mind the day I went to school that’s as far back as I can go. And it was a wee stook man 
with a bald man, Mr. Hutchison who was headmaster. And in the school hall we had a glass case it 
must have went, its in my mind now, from there to there, and inside it they had different things and I can 
always mind the Taj Mahal, and it was a model and I don't know if it was made with candle grease or 
what it was but that sticks out my mind, in that glass case. 

 

Q. So, what type of school was it that you went to? 

A. It was just up in the village just a stone’s throw from the Blocks, a Public School. 

 

Q. Fallin Public School? 

A. The Public School, aye. 

 

Q. So what did you think of the school? 

A. I enjoyed my schooldays, I quite liked it, aye, I liked school and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. Aye, there were one in particular that I didnae like because she shouted and I was petrified when she 
shouted, I can always mind of that. But I liked school. 

 

Q. And what punishments were there if you were naughty, did you get the belt? 

A. I mind once of getting strapped and I couldnae believe it. I was quite clever at school and I got the strap 
for <..pause..> it must have been spelling mistakes and I couldnae believe it was me on the receiving end 
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of getting the belt. I think my feelings were more hurt than my hand. I couldnae believe it was me getting 
the belt. Or you got maybe kept in at playtime you know if you did something that wasnae right, you 
missed out on your playtime. 

 

Q. And can you remember the subjects you were taught at the Public School? 

A. Aye, Reading, Writing, Spelling, we got Composition. As we got older we got History and Geography, as 
we got older we got Knitting and Sewing and Cookery, just before I left, you know. And we got drill, 
gym, they said drill then, out in the playground, you know if it was a good day. 

 

Q. And what did you wear to school? Were you all dressed up in uniform? 

A. It was usually a gym dress, navy blue, gym dress and jersey, black shoes, I suppose you could have 
gone down the pit in them they were that heavy, to last. 

 

Q. And what did you do at playtimes? 

A. We used to just play at chasing or Hide and Seek, you know just these kind of all together, you know. 

 

Q. And did you go onto another school after that? 

A. I passed to go to, then it was The Riverside in Stirling that you'd to sit your eh, <..pause..> the Control 
Examination. And the girl that I was friendly with right up through the school she failed so I didnae go. 
And I think my mother was quite pleased because I think she was worried how she was going to keep 
me going in a uniform and anything. 

 

Q. And so what subjects were you taught at The Riverside School? 

A. I never went. I didnae go. I just left then when I was fourteen. 

 

Q. Would you have stayed on longer if you'd have had the chance? 

A. I think if this girl had passed and the two of us had went to The Riverside together I would have maybe 
stayed on longer, you know, but I don't know. 

 

Q. And so when you were at school did you have a part-time job or anything? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So what was your first full-time job? 

A. I was fourteen on Thursday, <..pause..> and then you didnae wait, you just left school when you was 
fourteen. I was fourteen on Thursday I went across to Alloa to the brewery on the Friday and I started 
Monday. I mean that’s how quick you got a job. 

 

Q. Was it advertised in the newspapers at all? 

A. Oh no. Usually then you either went across to the, they cried it the Bottle Work - the brewery they went 
across there or they went into the carpet mill at the bottom of the Craigs. 

 

Q. And how did you learn the work that you had to do? By watching other people or was there training 
given? 

A. I can mind the first day I went, the first thing they gave you and it was clogs they must have been about 
this thickness with iron things around them 'cos it was broken glass. Clogs. And this great big massive 
blue and white overall, white and blue at the neck. And a kind of thing on your hair and a rubber apron 
on the top. And when I went down it was like a conveyor bringing the washed bottles along to feed the 
machines. And they had somebody on with you, you know just, you fourteen, when you think on it, kind 
of showing you the ropes. And then you learned everything frae there, you know. 

 

Q. So can you describe a typical working day? 

A. We used to leave the Blocks at six, it was either six or half past six in the morning. At fourteen! And we 
walked to the Throsk station in hail, rain and shine, we walked to the Throsk station, a carried piece. We 
got the train going across to Alloa, the train must have been about quarter to seven. We got off the train 
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and walked back to this Bottling Store and we must have been there early, we had to go early because 
of the train. And then the whistle blew and everybody went down and you must have did about two 
hours and then you stopped for a cup of tea. And then twelve or half past twelve we must have stopped 
for a dinner-break you know, and you had this carried piece with you. Some of them would take a tin of 
beans and heat the beans and the bread would be buttered. Jean and me next door, our favourite when 
I think on it, it was bread and butter and beetroot, and we thought that was great, slices of beetroot on it, 
And you'd go back down and maybe you'd have a 'spell' they used to say, "Are you wanting a spell?" 
you know and I would maybe give you a spell an my job and I would go to your job. They moved around 
all the time, And I think they worked to five or half five, and Just walked to the station and got the train 
back to Throsk. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you were paid? 

A. Well, I cannae mind but Jean reckons it must have been about twelve and six. And it was two and three 
for our train tickets for the week. And I think we must have been quite happy that our mothers was 
getting a ten shilling note, you know. 

 

Q. So did you feel that that was a fair wage that you were given? 

A. I mean it was a long day and a long week for that much wages. And I got two and six in pocket money 
back and thought I was a millionaire. 

 

Q. So you were still living at home? 

A. Aye, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And were there jobs in the factory for both men and women? 

A. There was men and women, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And did men and women work together? 

A. They all worked together, uh-huh. 

 

Q. So, could you talk or sing to relieve the monotony? 

A. We all used to sing. In fact I won the two Burns' prizes when I was at school in Bannockburn Town Hall. 
I got two Burns' prizes when I was at Fallin School. And we were allowed to sing as long as we were 
working you know. We used to all sing together a' the old songs, unless the gaffer was in a bad mood 
and he said, "That'll do keep it quiet." But often as no' we would sing, I loved it. 

 

Q. And was there a Work’s Club? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Was there a presentation when a worker retired at all? 

A. No, I cannae mind anything like that going on. 

 

Q. And did any of the employers or their wives visit workers in times of sickness or bereavement? 

A. No. 

 

Q. So how did you feel that your employer treated you? 

A. I mean that was the done thing then, you didnae look for any special treatment you know. Seen toffs 
coming in through it wi' the boss, must have been getting showed how everything was done you know, 
how the beer was bottled and everything. But they never ever had anything to do with the workers. 

 

Q. So was there a Trade Union? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. And did you take part in any activities like strikes? 
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A. There was nothing like that when I was there, everybody just was happy to work. 

 

Q. And did you like the work that you were doing? 

A. I liked it aye, I enjoyed it, the company and that you know, aye I liked it. Mind Marks and Spencer’s 
opened and one of the girls ran a Marks and Spencer's club and it was five shillings for a skirt and five 
shillings for a blouse and we paid her every week ‘til we got the ten shillings paid and then we drew our 
turn and went in and got a new blouse and a skirt. 

 

Q. And how long did you work at the brewery for? 

A. I must have worked there for maybe three years from I was fourteen ‘til I was seventeen. Aye it would 
be that, three years. Now if I was fourteen what year would that be? I was born in 1929. 

 

Q. 1923. So it must have been 1937. 

A. I must have worked there for about three year because the war was started when I left. 

 

Q. And what happened then? Did you go on and do war work? 

A. No I left there and I went into Woolworth’s, got a job in Woolworth’s. A lot of them at work at the brewery 
did that they left there. <..pause..> I don't know how and we went to Woolworth’s. We must have thought 
we were toffs for leaving the brewery and going to work in Woolworth’s. 

 

Q. And did you get your job through an advertisement in the newspaper? 

A. No, I just went in and asked if they'd any vacancies. 

 

Q. And what hours did you work? 

A. From nine ‘til six or was it? <..pause..> No it must have been longer hours, must have been from nine ‘til 
seven ‘cause the shops were open longer then. 

 

Q. And can you describe a typical working day? 

Q. Eh, when I worked there the first job I went on was eh, <..pause..> sweeties. I was on the sweetie counter 
and it was just you made them up into quarters and they were all piled up, you know you had a display 
and piled up at the back just ready if somebody said "A quarter of that.” The quarters was just ready to 
lift. And stopped for a break, a cup of tea and then a dinner-break and we got a break in the afternoon 
and then home. And you got put to all different jobs there as well because you'd to learn everything you 
know. You got a wee while on one counter and a wee while on another and carrying up stock from a 
basement. You'd write up your stock order and somebody would take all the stock orders, take them 
down to the basement, make them up and then at a certain time at night they would say “Right stocks, 
stocks." and you would go carry up these heavy baskets for the folk to fill up their counters. 

 

Q. And can you remember how much you were paid at Woolworth? 

A. I think then it must have been nearly a pound. It must have been a good [wage] to when I worked in the 
brewery. 

 

Q. And did you give the money that you earned to your mum? 

A. Oh aye, uh-huh. 

 

Q. So you were still living at home? 

A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Was there a Work’s Club at Woolworth’s? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And a presentation if a worker retired or anything? 

A. No. 
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Q. So, how did you feel about your boss? 

A. Oh, they were strict, strict bosses. But you respected them you knew you'd to get on with the work, you 
know. 

 

Q. And was there a Trade Union? 

A. I cannae mind a Union in Woolworth’s. And the war was on then, you know the war had started then. I 
cannae mind of a Union in Woolworths. 

 

Q. So did you like the work that you were doing in Woolworth’s? 

A. Oh, I loved it, I loved it: 

 

Q. And how long did you do this work for? 

A. I left there, <..pause..> I cannae mind what year I left, it must have been about 1942 or the end of 1941 to 
go to war work. Because by this time everything was rationed, sweeties was rationed, biscuits was 
rationed. I mind biscuits was rationed and we found in the stockroom a carton with cream biscuits in it 
and we went bonkers. It was all plain biscuits and it was cream biscuits we found. Everything was 
rationed. And folk were getting called up and I didnae want to got to the Forces and the only way you 
could get a choice was with volunteering. So, when I got my dinner hour one day I went down to, it must 
have been the Labour Exchange. It must have been somewhere you went, it must have been the 
Labour Exchange and I said that I wanted to volunteer for war work. And I went to Springburn in 
Glasgow and hold it! <..pause..> Learned to weld! I was in a welding thing with glasses on and a burner 
and through time it was for welding planes. Oh God! (laughs) 

 

Q. So this was in a factory and what hours did you work? 

A. There were shifts. We'd to go into digs in Glasgow. It was the first time I'd ever left home, I was 
miserable! We'd to go into digs in Springburn. And there was an early shift that started about six in the 
morning, you worked to two and then there was a backshift when you started at two you worked to ten. 
Oh I didnae like it! 

 

Q. Can you remember what you were paid at the war work? 

A. It must have been about £1.50. It must have been top vein. 

 

Q. And was this a piece wage? 

A. No, it must have been a set you know. <..pause..> I didnae do long there. I was only there months and I 
was going with the chap that I'd went with from I'd just left school. He went into the Marines and he got 
leave and we got married. I got married at the end of 1942. It must just have been months that I got at 
that place. And the next year my son was born so I had to leave Springburn and I just went into the 
house and that was me. 

 

Q. And in the factory that you were doing your war work in did men and women work together? 

A. Aye it was altogether, aye, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Could you sing along to relieve the monotony of the task that you were doing in the factory? 

A. I can mind a wireless on and 'Workers' Playtime' and all these things coming on you know. But I cannae 
mind us singing, I think I was that miserable I couldnae sing! I hated the work. 

 

Q. So how long did you do the work for? 

A. I think I must just have been there about five month, four month. 

 

Q. And then you left to get married? 

A. I left aye. 

 

Q. So this was the time of The Second World War? 
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A. Uh-huh. 

 

Q. Can you remember what the black-out was like or what the rationing was like? 

A. Aye it was terrible, terrible. I can mind of the blackout and all the windows with all that black stuff, even 
round about the edges in case a chink of light would show through, you know. And the rationing was 
terrible. It was really terrible. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Can you remember how much you had to live on in a week? 

A. And yet everybody lived eh? I mean one egg and two ounces of butter. I can mind when I got married 
and I came into the house and my granny at this time lived in the Blocks and my mother going up to get 
the rations and before she came back with the rations she would go up and give my granny a wee drop 
sugar and a wee bit butter and come back with the rest and you would see it on the table. And I mean it 
did you but there were only a wee bit butter and my mammy bought saccharines to try and spin out the 
sugar you know. And by this time I was shopping and I knew somebody who worked in a shop in Stirling 
and she was really good to us. She gave us a wee bit extra and I got a book, that’s how we got the 
extra because I was pregnant, and you got a wee bit extra because you were pregnant. I can mind of 
going in one day and standing for two hours to get two bananas in Malcolm Campbell’s. You saw a 
queue, you didnae ask what it was for you just said, "Is this a queue?" and you got into it. And after you 
had stood for ages you would ask what it was for! 

 

Q. And evacuees were you in contact with any evacuees? 

A. No, nothing like that, no. 

 

Q. And were there soldiers billeted round about here? 

A. Aye, at the school, D.W's. In fact two of the local girls married them. They were all English fellas you 
know. And it was great, we went to the dancing and there were all these, <..pause..> you know a surplus 
of men and the boys from the village got that angry because there were all these soldiers, and of course 
the lassies went for the boys in uniform. (laughs) 

 

Q. So that’s how you spent your free time when you had stopped working, you went to dances? 

A. Dancing, aye. 

 

Q. So what kind of dances did you used to dance? Was it Dashing White Sergeant and things? 

A. Aye and the boys all lined up on one side and the girls all on the other side and whenever he said take 
your partners. Well! 

 

Q. Was there ever a ladies' choice? 

A. Aye, once during the night! (laughs) 

 

Q. So did you go to the pubs or the cinema at this time as well? 

A. I went to the pictures but I never was in a pub. No, never. 

 

Q. Was it not the done thing then? 

A. Oh no. No. 

 

Q. And was it not the done thing then for women to smoke or wear trousers either? 

A. I mind smoking, I mean I never smoked in my life and Jean next door she was fed up trying to learn me. 
She said "You shouldn't have let me and I wouldnae have been smoking." But I thought we were that 
big taking out this packet and lighting a cigarette. 

 

Q. Ah, so it was the 'in thing' then during the war for ladies to smoke? 

A. Aye, well when I worked at the Bottle Work at fourteen they were buying a penny cigarette out the 
machine in the station, Churchman’s. 
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Q. And what about women wearing trousers, when you were working in the factory? 

A. No, it was this big overall and it was skirts, ken? I cannae mind of anybody wearing trousers then. 
Maybe by the time the war started it came in more, ken. 

 

Q. So did you still regularly go to church? 

A. I think I kind of broke it, aye. I think I kind of fell away then. Ken how you get to that age and <..pause..> 
aye I think I fell away frae church then. 

 

Q. So religion meant less to you? 

A. Aye, ken I kind of fell away then. I must be truthful, it did. 

 

Q. And so did you take an interest in politics at this time? 

A. No, nothing like that no. 

 

Q. And did you ever go on holidays from work? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. And did you make new friends at all the places that you worked at? 

A. Aye, well I did, I was quite a friendly person. But you know I kept the friends that I really knew ken. I 
made new friends but I kept my old friends as well, you know. 

 

Q. And were there any special places where men and women could meet? 

A. The dancing, that was the only thing. 

 

Q. And did your parents ever meet your friends? 

A. Aye, the ones in the Blocks, you know everybody knew each other then, you know. I cannae mind of 
them meeting anybody new when I went to Woolworth’s and brought them home, ken? 

 

Q. And did they expect to know where you were at a certain time? 

A. Aye, my mother would always say "Where are you going and don't be late?" That was the last thing you 
got told, “And don't be late, don't be late back." 

 

Q. And did you have to be home by a certain time then? 

A. Oh aye, you got a row if you werenae, aye you definitely did. Jean and me used to went a late night up 
in Cowie and we worked [walked] frae here along to the Throsk and up that road to Cowie. When I think 
on it, to a late night, starting at ten o'clock at night. But you werenae frightened to go out in the dark 
then. We danced to three o'clock and walked back that road but by this time it would be two or three, 
ken. And my mother used to say to me, “Now don't make a noise coming in." And you were getting 
wakened at six o'clock in the morning for this Bottle Work and she said, "Mind and get up with the first 
shout." My daddy would never have allowed us back. Your mother was trying to safeguard you ken? But 
they were strict, they wouldnae put up with it now. 

 

Q. So what age were you when you got married? 

A. I was, must have been nineteen. Aye, I think I would be nineteen. 

 

Q. And what age was your husband? 

A. He must have been twenty. 

 

Q. So, how did you meet? 

A. Well, we knew each other when we were at school and kept in touch you know all that time and we 
were writing, you know when he went away. He joined the Marine Commandoes and then we wrote and 
they were talking about The Second Front coming up, and he got leave at the end of the year, it must 
have been December and we decided we would get married. 
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Q. So what was your husband's job when you married? 

A. He was a grocer in Stirling with Low. 

 

Q. And how long were you engaged for? 

A. I was engaged for about six months I think. 

 

Q. And can you describe the wedding? 

A. It was just in the house, in fact, I think it was just steak pie. It was kind of rushed and then you just got a 
form to fill in and you could get married in the church. But it was in the vestry you know and we got 
married in the vestry and everybody just came back to my mum's house and we just had this meal 
there. It must have been a kind of wee sponge thing which somebody had kind of done it up. Everybody 
would help with their rations ken? And it was just you know, he was in uniform. 

 

Q. So what did you wear? 

A. I went to Glasgow to C & A's and I got a blue dress. I can see it yet, just a plain blue dress and high 
heeled shoes you know nothing elaborate. An auntie had gave me coupons to get a dress. 

 

Q. And did you have a honeymoon? 

A. Bathgate. No went to Bathgate for a weekend. We went to this auntie's she came through to my 
wedding and she said "You can go to my house for the weekend." That was the honeymoon. 

 

Q. So did you have any children? 

A. The next year John was born and he was only eleven months old when his daddy was killed in 
Normandy. He was a good lad, he still is, he's in London now. 

 

Q. So was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. No, and I was only married, married, widowed and I was only twenty one, ken everything was quick, you 
know. It all happened within eighteen months. The Second Front came on, he went to Normandy and 
he was killed, ken. And then I never went back to work and I think five years later I got married again 
and I had another two of a family, a son and a daughter. So now I've got three of a family. 

 

Q. And so did you know what to expect from childbirth? 

A. Oh no, and with that boy, that first one I was really ill they'd to bring a specialist from the Infirmary. I was 
at my mother's house and they'd to bring a specialist. My dad went for the doctor first thing in the 
morning and they'd to ‘phone the doctor, well they'd to go up to his ‘phone, nobody had ‘phones in the 
house, and they'd to bring a specialist doctor down to the house. And they had chloroform instruments 
in the house and I was really ill. And they sent for my husband because I was so ill and he got a special 
leave you know if somebody was ill. 

 

Q. And did you read any books about birth or looking after babies? 

A. I had been used that much when I was wee what with four wee 'uns under me and always watching 
bairns, I knew how to handle them and that you know, but for birth or having them no, I was as green as 
grass. I hadnae a clue. 

 

Q. And were your children born at home? 

A. Aye, the three of them I had them all at home, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And what happened when one of the children was born? Did a help come in? Did someone come in to 
do the washing and shopping and cook meals for you? 

A. Well, when my first boy was born I still lived with my mother. I hadnae a place of my own because I was 
a widow and the doctor and the nurse had to come in every day because I was so ill. My mother did the 
washing and seen to meals and everything, you know 'til I was up on my feet and then I was alright 
because my mother was still there to help. But when I got married again and I had my other two I was in 
a prefab away at the other end of the village and it was just the nurse came in and delivered the baby 
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and seen to everything and then when she went away I'd my sister. By this time my sister was married 
and she came in and tidied up, made the meals and got the shopping in you know 'til I was up on my 
feet. 

 

Q. And did you have any medical help at the time of the birth was a doctor there or a nurse or anything? 

A. Aye, the doctor came aye. 

 

Q. And how did you feed your first baby, was it breast fed? 

A. No, it was a bottle, no. 

 

Q. And if you needed advice did you ask your mother or a nurse or a doctor for advice? 

A. My mother, if there were anything bothering me or worrying me I would aye say it to my mother you 
know. And then there were health visitors came in that you could have, you know. But my mother was 
always there if you needed to be kept right, you know. 

 

Q. And so how did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 

A. Well, my first marriage there wasnae, <..pause..> that didnae come into it because he was away all the 
time you know. We never had a house or anything. I just lived with my mother, you know, <..pause..> and 
he just came home. I think he only had two leaves. <..pause..> We'd no married life, ken what I mean? 

 

Q. So you virtually did all the housekeeping and things like that single handedly? 

A. That’s right, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel that you had to struggle, that it was a struggle to keep the house keeping in order and 
things like that? 

A. My second marriage I did because by this time I had married again and I had a prefab and my husband 
had been wounded in the war, my second husband, he had a bad leg and he lost a lot of work. And it 
was really hard times and by then I had three of a family, the boy that I had from my first marriage and 
my other two. 

 

Q. And if any neighbours were ill or confined to bed in the community where you lived and were brought up 
in did anyone help out <..pause..> 

A. Aye, aye. You'd say, "Are you needing any messages or you wanting me to make you a cup of tea or fill 
your hot water bottle?" or anything like that. Oh aye, everybody seemed to want to help. 

 

Q. And what kind of medical care was there if you were ill? Did you get visits from a nurse or did you rely 
on home cures and then if the illness still persisted call a doctor because you had to pay for a doctor? 

A. That’s right, I mean you tried to take different things yourself as you're saying but as a last resort if it 
didnae, <..pause..> you'd to finish up with a doctor, you know. I was quite a lucky person you know being 
quite healthy all my life you know. 

 

Q. And so did you pay for the doctor? Can you remember paying for medicines and things? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. And where you lived when you were a child did all the people have the same standard of living or would 
you say some were better off? 

A. There were one or two better off because at that time there was contractors in the pit and they would 
have good wages compared to just the ordinary one, you know. I really feel that some had a wee bit 
more better standard of living than others. 

 

Q. And did people do their shopping mostly in local corner shops or in the town? 

A. I think the most of them did it in the village you know, just in the wee corner shops really. 

 

Q. And did any local shops ever give credit or tick? 
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A. Aye, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Were there any pawnshops in the area? 

A. No, must have been in Stirling, mind, you know, there would be in Stirling. 

 

Q. And was your area a friendly neighbourhood? 

A. Oh aye it was very friendly, aye. 
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1924 Shop Worker; Mill Worker; Boatyard Labourer in Second World War 

 
Interviewee Code B4 
Interview Conducted 26th May 1988 
Interviewer Margaret Graham 
Transcribed by Sharon Little 
 

Q. What year were you born? 

A. 1924 

 

Q. Where were you born about? 

A. Alloa, Isaac Street. 

 

Q. How long did you live there? 

A. ‘Til I was twenty-two. 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of your grandparents? 

A. Only my grandad. 

 

Q. Was that on your mother’s side? 

A. My mother's side. 

 

Q. What kind of memories do you have of him? 

A. Well, he stayed with my auntie, and I always remember him sitting in the room, you know, just sitting in 
a room and going talking to him and that. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters do you have? 

A. I've three brothers and I had eh, three step-brothers and I had one sister, she died when I was about 
fifteen. 

 

Q. Could you tell me who was oldest down, you know their names down? 

A. Well I had Jimmy, George and Harry, that was my step-brothers. Then I had my own brothers, was 
John, Archie and Walter. My sister was Jean she was the oldest. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. My father was a, <..pause..> first of all he was an osler, do you know what an osler is? An osler is a man 
that drove a horse and cart and it was like a taxi, you know, and he used to wear the bowler hat. This 
was my dad and he used to go round Stirling, round Bannockburn ken, all the old roads and drive round 
back to Alloa. 

 

Q. And what was his job after that? 

A. A miner. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs before or after that? 

A. After he retired out of the pit when he was sixty five, he always said he would, that was ken, <..pause..> 
and then he went and worked in an office in a brewery. He just did odd jobs you know, kindled the fire 
and went the messages and that, and he worked 'til he was seventy, <..pause..> about seventy-four or 
something. 

 

Q. What jobs did your mother have before she was married? 

A. In the mill, Paton's Mill. 
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Q. That was before she was married? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. Did she work after she was married? 

A. No, never no. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Quite regularly, every Sunday or? <..pause..> 

A. Not every Sunday, but when they could. But they always went to Communion they never missed 
Communion, never. 

 

Q. Did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. No. They were Labour and that was all. No they werenae. <..pause..> 

 

Q. What did they do in their spare time? Did they have hobbies, did they? <..pause..> 

A. My mother knitted and baked, she used to bake pancakes and scones and we all used to line up and 
get them and she made a lot of tablet. 

 

Q. Did she like walking? Did they go for walks? 

A. Yes, they took us for walks, aye. 

 

Q. What about your dad, did he like going to the pub? 

A. Well, he hadnae the money to go actually, just occasionally. He actually went to the Bath’s Hall and 
they played at Dominoes and that, they never thought about beer, drink. 

 

Q. Did your parents take any part in sport? 

A. No really, no. 

 

Q. Did they ever watch any sport, you know, did your father like? <..pause..> 

A. Aye, he liked the football, my dad went to football, he went to the football but that was about all. 

 

Q. He just watched? 

A. Aye he just was a spectator. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of your parents’ home? 

A. Well it was a happy home, awful happy. 

 

Q. Was there a lot of rooms in it? 

A. No, a room and kitchen. (laughs) 

 

Q. Where did you all sleep? 

A. Well we had two double beds in the room and we had a recess in the kitchen as they called it then, and 
they had a folding-down bed. So all the boys slept in the one bed but my older brothers were actually 
married by that time, by the time we grew up, and she had a cot for the wean, so we all. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was that your wee sister? 

A. No, the sister was older than me. The brothers, all the boys slept in the; <..pause..> There always was a 
wean, you know there always was a wean! (laughs) 
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Q. Did your mother do all the housework? 

A. Oh aye. 

 

Q. Did you give her a hand with the housework? 

A. Aye, we had to. <..pause..> My mother used to do all the washing on a Monday, everything was stripped 
in the house on a Monday, cushion covers, table-covers. They used all table-covers. And the green 
used to be, <..pause..> well it wasnae a green it was a back court we had. And she always had a Monday 
because there was about maybe six folk used the same washing-house you know. And hers was a 
Monday, it went by the numbers on the houses. And we all got a wash on the Monday night with the big 
tub in the washing-house. And she used to always strip the beds, everything got washed on a Monday, 
you had to always wait and get you know, <..pause..> So we had to learn to iron, we learned to do the 
ironing, we all helped to do the ironing and they ironed everything in these days, everything. 

 

Q. What kind of iron was it? 

A. One that you put on the hob to heat, an iron, iron. (laughs) And we had to sit on a, we sat on a stool and 
done it, you know in this table, no ironing table then, just an ordinary wee table it was. And a wee seat 
with the legs cut off so that was what you called the nursing chair. Your mother used to bath the wean 
on that chair, but it was used for everything. And eh, we all had to learn to do the ironing as we grew 
older, the boys did the same as the lassies, we all did it. And on a Friday my mother used to scrub all 
the chairs, scrub all the tables and scrub all the bunkers with bleach and they were all pure white, and 
all the brasses got done so we had all to learn to do that, you all took a turn in doing it. 

 

Q. What was it cleaned with? 

A. Brasso, ordinary Brasso. And you had to do all the brasses, it was a fireside and it had brass round 
about, brass candlesticks and all brass, and we had to Brasso all of that every week. Every week never 
missed it. 

 

Q. Did your dad <..pause..> did he have a shot of it too? 

A. My dad did it too. My dad used to blacklead the fireside and then Brasso. <..pause..> Aye, my dad worked 
and he was a good worker, my dad. 

 

Q. What about the decorating, what kind of decorating was it then? 

A: In those days it was distemper we used for the walls. 

 

Q. And who did that. your dad? 

A. Well my dad done it, and then as my brothers got older they started to do it, you know. They used 
whitening for the ceiling and distemper for the walls and then as the years went on it got kind of 
coloured ken? I cannae even remember when paper came out for the walls. 

 

Q. When you left school did you still do the chores in the house? 

A. Oh aye, I had to. By that time my mother was an invalid, she had rheumatoid arthritis and I had to do an 
awful lot from when I was quite young. 

 

Q. Was this even when you were at school? 

A. Oh aye, I had to do an awful lot, peel the tatties at night before I went to bed, and make up the pieces if 
my brothers needed a piece and lots of things. <..pause..> 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have as a child? 

A. Well, one of my brothers was a butcher so we were quite lucky, we used to get plenty of sausages and 
plenty of black puddings and a good pot of stew on a Sunday. So we were quite lucky that way. 

 

Q. I was just going to ask you that, did you have anything different to eat on a Sunday? 

A. Always ham and eggs on a Sunday morning, never missed it. 
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Q. Was your mother a good eater? 

A. Oh aye, every one of us were good eaters, I'm still a good eater now! 

 

Q. What was your favourite meal when you were a wean? 

A. I would think mince and tattles. 

 

Q. Where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. The Co-Operative. Never missed, <..pause..> passed it. 

 

Q. What about furniture? 

A. Well, at that time, long ago they had their white table and chairs as I say. But when I started to work I 
remember my mother got a bedroom suite, actually I've still got a tallboy belonging to it, and she, 
<..pause..> I remember her getting a new sideboard, because it used to be one of the big dressers ken, 
she got a new sideboard and a pullout table. 

 

Q. Where did she get the likes of that? 

A. The Co-Operative. 

 

Q. The Co-Operative as well? 

A. You used to get a club, and pay it on the club, the Co-Operative. 

 

Q. When your mum went the shopping did you go with her? 

A. Oh aye, I always went with her, aye. 

 

Q. What about your dad, did he go along as well or? <..pause..> 

A. No, no, no. 

 

Q. Where did she get things like clothes for you? 

A. Well there used to be a man came about, and you used to pay a shilling a week or something and there 
was always clothes from there. 

 

Q. What about, <..pause..> did she knit quite a lot? 

A. Oh aye, she knitted, my mother knitted everything. Great. <..pause..> 

 

Q. What about sewing and mending, did she do all that as well? 

A. She did. Oh aye, aye. 

 

Q. Of course some of them would have been handed down. 

A. Aye, aye but we always done all that. 

 

Q. What about celebrating special occasions? Can you remember a birthday and? <..pause..> 

A. Well, my mother always made a great big dumpling for our birthdays, never missed any of us, a big 
dumpling we got and she was a great baker. And one of my brothers, older brothers, was a good baker 
so he used to bake all the braw cakes and we always had cakes and a dumpling on a birthday, always 
had that. 

 

Q. What about Christmas, can you remember Christmas? 

A. At first we used to get an apple and an orange and just a, <..pause..> maybe the laddies got a wee mouth 
organ, a tanner or something or a wee totie doll, but not anything fabulous or anything but we liked that, 
we liked that you know, that was a great thing. 

 



 1499

Q. What about Hogmanay, can you remember Hogmanay? 

A. Oh aye, well my father always liked his bottle of whisky in and a bottle of Eldorado wine on Hogmanay 
and the wee wine shop was just across the road from where we lived so they used to pay it up on a 
Christmas Club. 

 

Q. Did everybody come visiting then? 

A. Aye, all the family. Oh aye, the neighbours, it was a great thing then. But you only had the one bottle of 
whisky and one bottle of wine and when it was done it was done, you couldnae buy another one 'cause 
they saved up on this Christmas Club from one year to another and it was maybe just a penny they put 
in it but they made it, you know. 

 

Q. What about books? Did you have books to read when you were young? 

A. My mother used to read ‘My Weekly’ and eh, what was the name of the other one? I cannae mind. She 
always got the two, the two books, ‘Secrets’. ‘My Weekly’ and ‘Secrets’. 

 

Q. Did you read them? 

A. Well we did from when I was, <..pause..> well we used to run through into the room and pinch it. (laughs) 
We were supposed to be ben doing the room, not lying reading the books, we werenae allowed 
actually. 

 

Q. What about a newspaper, did they get a newspaper? 

A. Well, they always bought ‘The Daily Express’ and I buy it to this day. 

 

Q. Were you a member of a library when you were smaller? 

A. Aye well it was, <..pause..> maybe we would be at Secondary School before they started the libraries, 
aye. I don't think we were when we were quite young, you know. 

 

Q. Were you taken out vlsiting friends and neighbours? 

A. Oh aye my mother always took us to our aunties and everything. 

 

Q. Did your dad not go with you? 

A. Aye, oh aye he went, aye. 

 

Q. What about holidays, did you go on holidays? 

A. We went two days a year. One to Burntisland and one to Portabello, it was aye an excursion. And 
where we lived the train station was just over, <..pause..> you could see it from our window ken? And my 
mother and father would get a ticket and maybe two weans tickets and the other three of us would all go 
in free! You went in with the crowds, that's what they did, that's what they did in those days. I'll maybe 
get the jail for saying all that. (laughs) 

 

Q. Can you remember a wedding? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> one wedding I went to I remember, my brothers. And it was a great wedding but I think it 
was just in the house, you know it wasn't in a hall, in the house and it was rare, it went well. 

 

Q. Can you remember if they were married in the house, or were they maybe married at a church or? 
<..pause..> 

A. They werenae married in a church I don't think. No. I think they were married in the house, I'm not, 
<..pause..> aye they must have been, aye. 

 

Q. How did you spend Sundays? 

A. Oh well, first of all I went to the Sunday School, no we went to church then to the Sunday School, then 
to The Band of Hope, then to The Salvation Army at night and eh, a kind of Bible class affair thing it 
was, all day Sunday. 
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Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. We were taught but we didnae do it, no. 

 

Q. Was religion important to you as a child? 

A. Well it was; <..pause..> We were brought up to be really Christians, you know we werenae, <..pause..> 
really Christians when we were brought up. 

 

Q. Who did you play with when you were a child? 

A. My next door neighbour’s weans. 

 

Q. Just the neighbours? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. Did your mum and dad ever discourage you from playing with anybody? You know, ever say don't play 
with? <..pause..> 

A. No, not really no. My mother and that was always friendly with the neighbours too ken? 

 

Q. When you were out playing did the boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Well, we used to play at wee houses and all these kind of things, aye. And then at night we played at 
Hide and Seek and eh, we went across the road you know on your hands at walking across the road 
and everything aye, and the boys and the lassies all did it, no problem. 

 

Q. Can you remember toys you had as a wean, or homemade toys? 

A. Well, it wasn't very many toys, we always had a wee doll, you know a wee doll and maybe an old pram 
your father got from a jumble sale or something, and old bits of carpets. And we used to play at wee 
shops and we got all the wee packets from our mothers you know sugar boxes and we put dirt in it for 
sugar and we used to pick all the stones for cakes and that's what we played with, but we could play at 
houses right up 'til we were about fourteen years old. 

 

Q. What about school, how did you spend your school hours, you know after school hours and at 
weekends did you just go out to play or? <..pause..> 

A. Play at houses, no I did my work first, I always did my work. I had my homework, if I had to do 
homework we were made to do it before we got out to play. And then we always had to be in at a 
certain time about half eight or nine o'clock at night. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies when you were a wean, like collecting cigarette boxes or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh aye, we collected. <..pause..> Well my brothers collected cigarette photos, you used to get them in the 
cigarettes. And eh, what did I collect? <..pause..> I dinnae think I collected very much, it was more my 
brothers, I collected more for them. 

 

Q. Did you keep any pets when you were smaller? 

A. A cat. 

 

Q. A cat, can you remember its name? 

A. I think it was Blackie. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sports when you were younger? 

A. Oh aye. We used to run the races at the school, the sack race and the egg race. 

 

Q. Did you take an active part in it? 

A. Oh aye, aye, even though I was last. (laughs) 

 

Q. What about a Youth Organisation like Girl Guides or? <..pause..> 
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A. Well, I was in the Girl Guides, aye l was in the Girl Guides for a few years. 

 

Q. Brownies? 

A. No, I was never in the Brownies, but l was in the Girl Guides, aye. 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the pictures? 

A. Oh aye quite regular when we got money but we used to go to the Saturday morning and it was only a 
ha'penny to get in, and a ha'penny to spend you know and we used to go and get a ha'penny worth of 
cut fruit and go to the pictures. Oh it was a great thing on a Saturday morning. 

 

Q. Did your parents give you pocket money? 

A. Just maybe, we got that penny on a Saturday and maybe a ha'penny some days through the week but 
not every day. 

 

Q. What did you spend it on? 

A. I used to get Highland toffee, a big cake of Highland toffee for a ha'penny or a big poke of sweeties for a 
ha'penny. 

 

Q. You never bought a book for yourself or a comic <..pause..> it was always sweeties? 

A. (laughs) 

 

Q. Were you given lessons by anyone before going to school, a play school or? <..pause..> 

A. No, nothing like that no, not in these days. 

 

Q. How old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Five. 

 

Q. What school did you go to? 

A. Sunnyside, Alloa. 

 

Q. And was that a Public School for boys and girls? 

A. Uh-huh, uh-huh. 

 

Q. What did you think of the school, did you like it? 

A. I liked it, aye I liked it. 

 

Q. How did you get on with the teachers? 

A. I really liked, <..pause..> I got on great at the school aye. I liked the school. 

 

Q. What about the punishments at the school? 

A. Oh the belt, right to the headmaster and got the belt. You used to stand in the corridor and shake like a 
leaf if you were getting punished. But you only got punished if you did anything really bad. You got the 
belt from the teacher ken, for things done wrong and that, but not from the headmaster unless you were 
really, really bad. 

 

Q. Can you remember his name? 

A. Mr. Begg. 

 

Q. What about the subjects, what subjects were you taught? 

A. We got English, Arithmetic, History and Geography and Science when we got a wee bit older. 
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Q. What about Cookery? 

A. We did get Cookery but that was at the Secondary School. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. Uh-huh, all the time. 

 

Q. What did you wear to school, was there a uniform or did you just get to wear? <..pause..> 

A. A jersey and a skirt, no uniform. <..pause..> Well there was a uniform but the mothers couldnae afford 
them so we just had jerseys and skirts, but we always got a new skirt for the start of the session. 

 

Q. What did you do at playtimes? 

A. Just played at Skipping Ropes. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you go to another school afterwards, after Primary School? 

A. Well aye, we went to The Grange but it's now called ’The Technical and Commercial School’, but at the 
time we went it was The Grange School. 

 

Q. What subjects were you taught at the Secondary School? 

A. Just something the same but a wee bit higher up ken, eh we got Cooking and Laundry. One week, 
week we got Laundry and one week we got Cooking, but that was the extras. 

 

Q. When you got to the cooking did you actually have to take the cookery stuff then just the same as it is 
now? 

A. Aye, we had to take with us and if you couldnae afford it you didnae get it, you had to go to the laundry. 

 

Q. What about the teachers at that school, did you like them? 

A. Aye, I got on alright with them. 

 

Q. And the punishments were just the same? 

A. Just exactly the same, well more or less. 

 

Q. When you were at school did you have any part-time job, something to make extra money? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What was your first full-time job? 

A. My very first one was <..pause..> I went to the Buttercup to work. The Buttercup was a buttery, you know, 
a shop that sold butter and you'd be in the back patting the butter, ken, scrubbing the greasy floors but I 
left it within a week, I didnae like it. 

 

Q. So what was your next job then? 

A. I went to the mill and I worked there up until I was called up for the, <..pause..> well it was supposed to be 
the army but I got an exempt and I went to the Boatyard to work. 

 

Q. When you were in the mill, what was a typical day's work? Could you describe a typical day's work? 

A. Well, the first time when you went, for the first year, you were on what they called the bobbins you 
hurled a wee barrow about and you took the empty bobbins off the machines, left the bobbins along and 
the machine used to put them there and you lifted them and put new ones up for them ken. And after 
you were there for a year you got promoted onto a machine. So I was at the twisting, and I was there all 
the time until I left it. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. I think it would be from about quarter to eight 'til about six o'clock in those days. 
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Q. What was the wages? 

A. About eighteen shillings. 

 

Q. Did you feel that was a fair wage? 

A. Well it was better than shops. You only got about nine shillings in the shops, it was nearly double. 

 

Q. How much of your wages did you give to your mother? 

A. Them all. 

 

Q. You were staying with your mother at that time? 

A. Aye, them all. 

 

Q. And what did she spend it on, the likes of just things for the house? 

A. Well, she started to be able to get things that we never ever had before you know. 

 

Q. Was it normal in your workplace that you got married you left or could you? <..pause..> 

A. Aye, you could get your job back, no problem, but we were called up ken. The jobs were quite easy to 
get in those days, it was no problem to get a job then. 

 

Q. Can you remember somebody retiring in the mill, did they do something for their retirement? 

A. Aye they used to have a wee party for them, you know and give them. <..pause..> They put a sheet round 
and you all put a penny or something to it and they got a present, which was a great thing in those days. 

 

Q. Did men and women work together? 

A. Well, it was the men. <..pause..> There wasnae a great lot of men worked where we worked, maybe just a 
mechanic or an engineer and the gaffer, the two gaffers were men. But there were no men on the 
machines, it was all women. But there was other places where a lot of men were employed. 

 

Q. How did you get on with your employers, did you get on well with them? 

A. Well, alright. 

 

Q. Could you talk or relax at all in the mill? 

A. Och aye, well sometimes you had a rare time and other times if they were crabbit you had to be crabbit 
too. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you get on with the other people that you worked with? 

A. Aye, I got on well with them all. 

 

Q. How did your employer treat you, was he? <..pause..> 

A. Oh, he was alright as long as you worked, if you were a good worker you were alright, but if you 
werenae a good worker you were all wrong, ken. But it was alright as long as you were a good worker, 
quite <..pause..> 

 

Q. So where was it you went to with the boats you said? 

A. Aye, the Boatyard down in Kellybank. 

 

Q. What did you do there? 

A. I was a fitter's mate, you just, <..pause..> the man, <..pause..> he measured everything and you just had to 
learn and maybe hold the thing at the end and that. 

 

Q. Were you actually building boats? 
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A. Well, they were all, they were all different things. You all did different things. 

 

Q. You were really just a labourer? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. What were your wages then? 

A. Oh, about four pounds which was an awful lot of money. 

 

Q. And at the same time you were still staying with your mum? 

A. Oh, aye, aye. 

 

Q. And you gave her just the same to help with the house? 

A. Aye, aye. I always gave her all my pay. 

 

Q. What about the men you worked with there? 

A. Well there was a lot more men there. 

 

Q. Did you get on fine with them? 

A. Aye, they were alright, you got a rare laugh. 

 

Q. They didnae mind women working beside them at the time? 

A. Oh no, you got a rare laugh at the Boatyard, you know, you got on great actually at the boatyard. You 
met a lot of different people that you'd never ever met before ‘cause they all come from all over, 
Glasgow, England. You know there was a lot of different people and you were meeting them all the 
time. 

 

Q. How did you spend time after work? 

A. Oh, we used to go to the dancing, oh aye. I loved the dancing. I used to go to the dancing but before I 
went out I had to peel the tatties and do lots of things before I could go out because my mother was an 
invalid, and I had to do lots of things before I could go out. And I was always dead beat walking home in 
my bare feet 'cause our feet were that sore. (laughs) Walking about all day, working and then going 
dancing, walking home from maybe Coulsnaughton, Alva, Sauchie, we walked it all the time, there were 
nae buses then. The buses went off the road maybe about nine or ten o'clock at night and that was 
them, no petrol you see. Many a lad we went home with right enough, but that was good times, we 
always went in a crowd. 

 

Q. How did you spend Sundays then? 

A. I always went to church, I was a Sunday School teacher too when I was a teenager. 

 

Q. What about religion then, did it mean more or less to you as you were growing older? 

A. Just the same, aye. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on holiday when you were older, you know when you were making a wage, did you go 
on holiday then? 

A. No, no. Just stayed at home. 

 

Q. Did your parents meet all of your friends, you know all the friends you made when you were working 
and that and you were, <..pause..> 

A. Mostly, I took them. <..pause..> Oh aye, aye. 

 

Q. When you were out did your mum and dad want to know where you were going and what time you 
would be back at and all that? 
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A. Oh aye. I had to always say when it was time to come home and if I wasn't home at that time I had an 
awful lot of talk to go through before, <..pause..> 

 

Q. So you were allowed to come home when you wanted as long as you told them what time you were 
coming home? 

A. Aye. Well if I was going to be late and could tell them I was going to be late then that was alright, but if I 
was out and I was late and I had never have told them then I got an awful row. 

 

Q. But they didn't specifically say, "You get in here at ten o'clock" or whatever? 

A. Well we had to do that on a Sunday night, you had to be home before ten on a Sunday night even 
though when I was eighteen or nineteen years old. You had to be home at ten o'clock on a Sunday 
night or you didn't get out the next Sunday night. Oh aye, they were a wee bit strict. Aye they were 
definitely that wee bit strict, the parents in these days I think. 

 

Q. What age were you when you married? 

A. Twenty one. 

 

Q. What age was your husband? 

A. Twenty four. 

 

Q. What was your husband’s job before you were married? 

A. A miner. 

 

Q.  And was he a miner after you got married? 

A. Right up 'til he retired, aye. 

 

Q. How did you meet? 

A. We met at the dancing. 

 

Q. Where was this about? 

A. Fallin. 

 

Q. In Fallin? What were you doing through here? 

A. Well, the Boatyard was running a dance through in Fallin because a lot of Fallin ones worked in the 
Boatyard and they always ran dances to where people lived, so this time it was Fallin and I met Curly 
that night. 

 

Q. Did you get engaged? 

A. No, we didnae get engaged. We couldnae afford it. 

 

Q. Did you manage to get things like furniture and that before you set up home? 

A. No really because it was a, <..pause..> all the things when we got married was on the coupons and 
tokens for your, <..pause..> so you only got, you had to get this from somebody and that from somebody 
and you got enough for to get curtains and enough to get linoleum but it was all kind of second-hand 
stuff that I started off with. 

 

Q. Did you get quite a lot of wedding presents? 

A. No really, I did not. I got more money, and they didnae really give you big things because the folk 
hadnae it to give. 

 

Q. Can you describe your wedding? 

A. Oh aye, it was in the house. It was a great wedding, it went well. Aye about forty or fifty in the house, so 
you'll know. It wasnae any bigger than this. 
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Q. Was it mostly relations? 

A. Oh aye all my friends and all Curly's friends. 

 

Q. What did you wear? 

A. I had a nice blue suit on. I had to buy coupons from people at the Boatyard to get this suit and get all 
filled rolls for it. We got extra coupons at the Boatyard you see and a lot of the men would sell them to 
you for to get money for drink and that. So I went on my toes when I was, <..pause..> knew I was getting 
married and when they got their allocation I bought a lot of coupons so I was able to get a suit and lots 
of things. 

 

Q. Did you wear a hat? 

A. Oh yes. I had a nice hat, aye. 

 

Q. Did you go on a honeymoon? 

A. No, no. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you continue to work after you were married? 

A. No just after I got married, I had four of a family and then I went back to work. 

 

Q. How did your husband feel about that? 

A. Alright, because it helped look after, <..pause..> help my weans because my dad came to live with me you 
see, so he looked after the weans and I went out to work and I worked for twenty two years of my 
married life. 

 

Q. Did you feel comfortable that your father was watching them? 

A. Och aye, it was great, he was a wonderful person. 

 

Q. Why did you stop working? 

A. Well, I stopped working because <..pause..> I worked, then I stopped working to have the twins and then I 
went back to work again and I stopped because Curly was retiring out of the pits and I just gave it up 
too. 

 

Q. How did you manage financially, you know, without your wage when you had to stop? 

A. Well by that time we were a wee bit better off ken, we were a wee bit better off and I had a couple in the 
house working too so it helps, ken, every little helped then. I was quite comfortable. 

 

Q. So how many children did you have altogether? 

A. Seven. 

 

Q. What was their names and who was the oldest down? 

A. Ian, Janet, Billy, Martha, Elizabeth, Maureen and Robert, that was the twins. 

 

Q. Was that the numbers of children that you wanted? 

A. Not really. (laughs) 

 

Q. What do you mean, would you have wanted more or would you have wanted less? 

A. No, I didnae plan any, put it that way. I just took them as I got them, but I had a few years in between 
some of them, so I was, <..pause..> It was actually like two families that I brought up. 

 

Q. Did you know anything about birth control then? 

A. Aye, I didnae want it. 
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Q. But it was widely available? 

A. Well it wasnae, it was just starting but I didnae want it. 

 

Q. Who could you go to for advice about that? 

A. You could go to the doctor or the Health nurse, aye anything. But I didnae want it, I was quite happy the 
way I was. 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. Oh aye. 

 

Q. Did you read about it or did somebody sit and explain to you? <..pause..>  

A. No, after my first wean I knew all about 

 

Q. I’m talking about your first wean, did you know what to expect?  

A. No. no. Not with my first wean. 

 

Q. If you needed any advice, who could you ask, a neighbour or? <..pause..> At that time your mother 
wasnae there so? <..pause..> 

A. I always asked Curly’s mother or the nurse or anybody like that. 

 

Q. Did you get any help with the children when, they were born? 

A. Oh aye, I always had somebody helping me aye. 

 

Q. Where were they born? Were some born in the house? 

A. I had five in the house, I had the first five in the house. The only ones I had in the hospital were the 
twins, and it was because I was forty three when I had them. I was a granny when I had the twins. 

 

Q. So, when you had your first one, did you have to pay for medical help? 

A. Aha, up to Janet, the first two I had to pay for. 

 

Q. How did you manage that, did you pay into an insurance or just saved it up? 

A. No, just. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Can you remember how much it was? 

A. Oh, I havenae a clue, havenae a clue. 

 

Q. Did you have to pay for a doctor and for a midwife? 

A. You'd to pay for a doctor and for a midwife and then when the weans were a wee bit older you'd to pay 
for an inoculation and it was actually compulsory and you'd to pay for that you know. But then all that 
stopped in 1948. So I had two before that, 1940 <..pause..> 1947 but by 1948 it was all into the National 
Health so it was a lot better you know. 

 

Q. Did your husband help with the children when they were smaller? 

A. Well he took his turn, he didnae change their nappies or nothing but he helped to look after them. He 
was good that way. 

 

Q. How did your husband and you manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 

A. Well we, <..pause..> we just pulled together. We never; <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you always know what your husband earned? 
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A. I always got the pay and I gave him what I wanted. (laughs) We never had any bother that way. If I 
could give, I gave him it. 

 

Q. So you paid all the bills, all the bills that came round? 

A. I paid everything, I took a day with everything. 

 

Q. How did you decide how the money should be spent on the likes of furniture and? <..pause..> 

A. Well as we got a wee bit stabilised we only, <..pause..> if we were wanting a big thing we took a big thing 
on hire purchase and we paid that before we got another big thing. And sometimes that big thing was 
done by the time. <..pause..> So we had to buy it all over again! 

 

Q. You and your husband decided on that together you Just wouldnae go away and get? <..pause..> 

A. No, no, no. I wouldnae get anything without his sanction. It was all, <..pause..> 

 

Q. How did you manage if your husband was ill or out of work? 

A. Well to tell you the truth he wasnae ill very much then, and when they were on strike we just didnae pay 
the rent and that but we had all that to pay back when we started again and we just, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Were you in the Co-Operative at this time, did you have a great thing with the Co-Operative as well? 

A. Oh, all the time, all the time. 

 

Q. They would have helped you a wee bit, maybe let your bills run up a wee bit? 

A. Aye well, we managed. We just had a struggle but we did it. 

 

Q. I was just going to ask you did you ever feel you had a struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Oh aye, you had a struggle. Aye we struggled. 

 

Q. If any neighbours were ill or confined to bed away back then, who helped out, did the neighbours come 
and help each other out? 

A. Aye, aye. 

 

Q. Were they all good that way? 

A. Aha, aye. 

 

Q. What kind of medical care was there at that time if you were ill? Could you just go and get a doctor or 
was there a lot of home-cures then? 

A. Well l think mostly you used home-cures, you never got a doctor so much as; <..pause..> 

 

Q. ‘Cause you knew it cost you? 

A. Uh-huh, but after the National Health I think everybody started sending for a doctor ken. 

 

Q. Can you remember any home cures? 

A. Oh aye, my father used to use carbolic oil if you cut your knee you got a dab of carbolic oil and you hit 
the roof and you were all better. He was a great believer in that and he was a great believer in giving 
you a spoonful of treacle for constipation and a great believer in giving you olive oil when you were, 
<..pause..> for the winter, for the cold. And yon Epikenny wine or something you called it, it was kind of a 
tonic for you, for a cold, and they rubbed your chest with that stuff. What do you call it? Ven, [Vick?] it 
was kind of a liniment thing. A great home-curer, my father, didnae believe in going to doctor's then. 

 

Q. Where you lived, did all the people have the same standard of living or did you feel that there was a lot 
of people better off than you? 

A. No, not really. 
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Q. Did people do their shopping mostly in corner shops or did they go into town? 

A. Oh, mostly in corner shops. 

 

Q. Did they give credit, tick? 

A. Aye, they always did. 

 

Q. They were good that way with anybody? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. Can you remember a pawn shop in the area? 

A. I could see where it was but I never had to frequent them. 

 

Q. I'm not asking if you used one, I'm just asking if you can remember a pawn shop? 

A. No really I never bothered. No, I never bothered about them. I never had nothing to pawn. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you have any memories of The Second World War? 

A. Oh aye we worked in the Boatyard and we had great times. 

 

Q. Do you remember the blackouts? 

A. Aye, aye, the black curtains and the windows painted black and oh aye we had great times. 

 

Q. Did you go to a shelter? Can you remember going to a shelter? 

A. No, no we never went. 

 

Q. Did you just go under the bed or? <..pause..> 

A. Gas masks and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What about evacuees can you remember any of them? 

A. Aye aye, aye. There was a wee lassie lived with my mother for a wee while. 

 

Q. Where did she come from? 

A. Dunoon. 

 

Q. Your mother didn't mind taking in an evacuee, she had no reservations about it? 

A. No, for all the family, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And what about rationing, you'll remember rationing? 

A. Before we got married or after we got married, I think the books started after I got married, I think. 
<..pause..> We all got a white book and you used to get a pound of sugar a month or you could get jam 
for that, a pound of jam or a pound of sugar a month and you got a shilling’s worth of beef a week and 
you got two ounces of cheese and I think it was an ounce of butter. And eh, <..pause..> what else was 
rationed? <..pause..> You stood in queues when the biscuits came in and you got biscuits, the Co-
Operative used to get biscuits in maybe once a month and you all stood in a great big queue to get 
them. 

 

Q. Can you remember getting in to a queue, ‘cause you saw a queue and waited didn't you? 

A. Aye, and you didnae ken what they were selling but you just stood in queues, oh aye, sweeties, you got 
a month's supply of sweeties but they werenae a great, <..pause..> about seven ounces or something of 
sweeties a month. And cigarettes were not rationed but they were very scarce. The likes of us that was 
customers in the Co-Operative they used to give us twenty a week or something and then I can mind 
when Tony's used to have that shop up there the queue used to be away past the field on the Sunday 
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morning. He used to sell them on a Sunday morning and everybody from the Blocks all went to the, 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you ever sell any of your ration books to help with something else? 

A. No, no, I needed all the food. Oh aye, you got an egg, one egg, but then you got a green book for a 
bairn and you were allowed maybe a pound of bananas off of it and you were allowed three eggs for a 
wean but they also sold powdered egg in those days, you could buy as a substitute and you had to 
queue for everything. 

 

Q. What about saccharin, can you remember buying it to eke the sugar out? 

A. I never bought them because I didn't like them, but they had that too. You got the likes of different 
things, they made just for to give and some of it was rotten, you know, some of it was rotten, oh rotten 
stuff. 

 

Q. You didn't feel as if you were starving then? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. You seemed to eat even though you had only got wee rations? 

A. Oh you made tatties and turnip and, <..pause..> you made a lot of tatties and turnip in those days and 
maybe made scones too with your flour. You got maybe three pounds of flour now and again which was 
quite a lot of flour and you made scones and that for a tea so that was all you got, you didnae have 
nothing else. 

 

Q. Of course you'd be using up your butter then? 

A. No, you could eat them without butter, you had to eat. <..pause..> 

 

Q. I thought you made scones with butter? 

A. No, no, you could make scones with just a wee drop milk and water and flour and you didnae eat them 
with butter, if you hadnae any butter you couldnae eat them but if you had your pound of jam sometimes 
it lasted you. But if there were two or three in the house that was two pounds of jam you got but that 
was to do you a month and yet we spent the money, it was a funny thing. 

 

Q. Did you ever run out, did you ever run out of something? 

A. Oh aye, oh aye. 

 

Q. What did you do then? 

A. You got two eggs a week I mean what could you do with that? Two eggs, (laughs) and they werenae so 
much baking or nothing <..pause..> during that, it went on for two or three years that. 

 

Q. Did each person help everybody out or was it really bad then because everybody was trying? <..pause..> 

A. No, there was a lot of black markets right enough. Some of the wee shops would sell you something if 
you had the money. If you had the money they would sell you something but what you were paying say 
two bob for, they were taking four bob, ken, double the amount you know for things even for cigarettes 
they took dearer for them. They made their money. 

 

Q. What about soldiers can you remember the soldiers? 

A. No really very much the likes of in Fallin, there wasnae a great lot, no, never bothered much about them 
really, 

 

Q. What about your man, was he still in the pit when? <..pause..> 

A. Aye, he was always in the pit, he was in the Home Guard, he was in the Home Guard. 

 

Q. Well, thank you very much. 
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Q. So where were you born? 

A. I was born in Larkhall. 

 

Q. And how long did you live there? 

A. 'Til I was nearly seven. 

 

Q. And how many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. I had eh, four sisters and three brothers. 

 

Q. And how old were your parents when you were born? 

A. Oh! <..pause..> 

 

Q. Can you remember? 

A. I think my mother was about thirty-eight when I was born. I think I was quite a late baby as I was the 
youngest of the family, living anyway. The youngest living. 

 

Q. And what was your father's job? 

A. He was a machine coal cutter, in the mines. A machine man, and he cut the coal in the mines. 

 

Q. And did he have any other jobs in his life, or was he solely that? 

A. No, he hadnae any other jobs, that was enough. 

 

Q. And can you remember him leaving for work at the pit in the mornings? 

A. My recollection of my father's working life, he was on night shift all the time. 

 

Q. So you didn't see him when he went off, or did you? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. We knew he was going to work. 

 

Q. And did he wear special trousers and things like that for work at the pit? 

A. Well, I don't, <..pause..> I just vaguely remember him going in his working clothes because there was pit 
baths, were there, when I was a young girl, and he came home changed because of the pit baths. 

 

Q. And did he tell you any stories about the pit? 

A. Well he talked about the pit especially to my older brothers because they were working but I wouldn't 
say they were stories. they were too serious about their work. 

 

Q. And was he involved in any striking action? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. Was he politically active? 

A. Emmmn, no. No, he wasn't politically active, but he was in the strikes. But he was very much, what 
would you say? Involved in the running of the pit, because he was a contractor worker. And they used 
to have to put in for jobs a price, how much money he would get for every ton of coal he cut. And he 
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actually worked in the pit before they were under the government, when it was under Archibald Russell. 
And in these days I think eh, a man was very serious about how much money he could make, you know 
what I mean. He was worried about, could he, would he keep working, you know. So therefore I think it 
was always more o' a serious business with my father, the pits, you know. 

 

Q. So you didn't discuss it lightly with him? 

A. No. Not lightly at all. I never heard him anyway discuss anything lightly. 

 

Q. And what jobs did your mother have before she married? Did she have any jobs? 

A. She worked in a hospital. I think she cleaned in a hospital before she was married, but she was married 
very young. 

 

Q. And did she work after she was married? 

A. No. Never, never, never. She didn't work, dear. No, we always had my mother in. If my mother wasn't 
in, we would've wondered why, (laughing) because she was always at home. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And did your parents take an interest in politics? 

A. Ah, yes. 

 

Q. In what way? 

A. They were very Labour-minded. 

 

Q. And did they get involved in any activities with the Labour Party or anything like that? 

A. Yes. My mother used to, and my father used go to I.L.P. meetings. They were called that, I.L.P., 
Independent Labour Party. Uh, uh. They used to go to the meetings. 

 

Q. What did your parents do in their spare time? Did your father do any hobbies or anything like that; or did 
your mother, was she active with the Women's Guild or the Co-Op? 

A. No, no. She was in the Co-operative Guild. Yes. 

 

Q. And your father, what did he do? 

A. My father was a great walker. He was very fond of walking, and he was very fond of sport. He had been 
a Harrier when he was a young man, his’self. He was a very good runner and he kept that, followed that 
up all his life. He liked to go to sports meetings. 

 

Q. And so, were your parents in any Trade Unions? 

A. Oh, my father would be in the Trade Union in his job. Not my mother though. 

 

Q. So what memories do you have of your parents' house when you were young? 

A. Well, when we came to Fallin, this village, we came from Larkhall. And it was a very changed position 
for us because we came from a house which had two up and two down, and a bathroom and toilet. And 
we came in to Fallin to a pit house which had an outside toilet. So that was a big change for us, until 
such times as we got a house, a Council house with a bathroom. But, we managed. 

 

Q. How many bedrooms did it have? 

A. It had, actually we were lucky, it had two bedrooms and a kitchen, because we were lucky. There were 
very few of these two bedrooms, they were all nearly one bedroom and a kitchen. 

 

Q. Did that mean you had to share a bed or anything like that? 
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A. Oh yes. We had to share a bed. Oh yes. Oh, you were always used to sharing a bed with your sisters. 
Definitely. You didnae know what having a bed to yourself was. Not even when you came to the Council 
houses because you were bigger families than what they are nowadays. I mean eh, maybe my two 
brothers were married, my two elder bothers, but the rest of us were in the house, and that left six, in a 
house with a mother and father was quite a lot of family, you know. 

 

Q. And what were the washing arrangements, you mentioned that the toilet was outside? 

A. Ah well, when we lived in the Blocks in the pit houses, we'd a washhouse. Your mother had a day in the 
washhouse. And when it was washhouse day, everything stopped so that the washhouse could be used 
to it's full capacity. 

 

Q. Can you describe it? 

A. Ah well, it was down the stairs and it was in the middle of the Block, and it was a wee stone building, 
with a flat roof. I can remember we used to like going up on the roof. It was super lying up on the roof, 
sunbathing. It was easy to climb up. And there was a boiler on it. A huge, big, stone boiler. And first 
thing in the morning, your mother would get that filled up, and the fire going under it, so that there were 
plenty boiling water. And there was a great, big tub at a tap where all the clothes were thrown in the 
rinsing, and there was benches with tubs, and they called it a greth, I think it was a greth of water they 
called it. And they took the first tub, and they washed through the clothes, rubbing on a board. Threw 
them into the next tub, and washed the clothes again. And then if they were coloured clothes, they were 
finally flung into the great, big tub that the well cold water was running in all the time. And that was the 
rinsing. And they came out of there and went through a wringer. 

 

Q. A mangle? 

A. No, no, it was just an ordinary wringer. Some folk had a mangle. A mangle was more for finishing off. A 
wringer was for wringing the water out. And other clothes had to be boiled before they were ever 
washed, like white pillow cases and table cloths and things like that. And then some clothes were, what 
they called blued. 

 

Q. Could you describe what that was? 

A. Well, it was stuff they put in the cold water. I cannae really remember it awfully well. And it was blue, 
and you put your white clothes into it, I know that much; it was white clothes that got blued. And 
because of the blue, they went whiter. I don't know why but, it made a great finish to them, l would 
suppose. (Iaughing) This was called ‘bluing’ or ‘blued’, or whatever you called it. Either bluing or blued. 

 

Q. And did your mother have anyone in to help in the house, or did she do all the housework? 

A. Oh no, we helped. The girls helped. Like, when it was the washing day, if she wasn't finished, one of my 
older sisters would go in and finish with her. And that day, she always had a big pot of soup made so 
that we could get something to eat while she was busy, because where the clothes were taken to be 
dried was a good bit down, on the grassy bit. Aye, it was, well when I say a good bit, it wasn't just like 
out the back here. It was greens and lots of poles and you put up your own rope, of course. 

 

Q. So did you get many new clothes then? 

A. Who? 

 

Q. Well, you and your sisters and brothers? 

A. Oh yes, we were quite well done to for my father was a good worker, and we were quite well done to. 
But what we used to get, more than just like what they do nowadays is going buying clothes willy-nilly. 
We got a spring outfit, and maybe a winter outfit. And of course, you got stockings and that in between 
and maybe a jumper or something in between, but not the full outfit. You got the outfit and that was, as 
you say, that was you for the sort of spring and summer. You maybe varied it a bit. But we did have nice 
clothes. 

 

Q. So you didn't wear people's cast offs or anything? 

A. Oh no, we didn't, we didn't. 
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Q. But you noticed that some families did? 

A. Oh, I think some families, eh, had to, aye. But we were quite a lucky family really. My mother used to 
take us to the Co-Operative when the, the things came in, the spring and the winter things, to get a new 
coat or suit or whatever, you know. Whatever was in style at the time. 

 

Q. And shoes? 

A. And shoes, aye. And my sister used to go in to a Timpson's shoe club, and eh, l think she could get 
about two or three of us a pair of shoes when her turn came in the club. And Timpson's was the shop. 
Timpson's in Stirling. And we used to go in there and get stylish shoes, high heels. High heels were 
very, <..pause..> you liked high heels, you know. 

 

Q. And did your father help your mother with any jobs in the house? 

A. No. No. No, my father was very well looked after in the house, even to the fact that his tea was poured 
for him, and everything was just there for him to sit down. He was the worker o' the house. And his 
shoes were brushed for him. 

 

Q. Did you have to do any jobs around the house? 

A. Yes, yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. What kind of things did you do? 

A. Well, well I don't remember doing much in the old house, in the pit house at the Blocks, because I was 
quite young there. But I do remember in that house that every time there was a meal it was tidied up 
after it. Every time there was a meal it was so <..pause..> congested, and the sink and the table and 
everything for eating and sitting in the one room, that you really did do a little housework after every 
meal, to make it tidy again. And there was a great, big range; but when we lived in the Council house, I 
remember I was allocated the bathroom to do. And my sisters done the bedrooms, and one would do 
the kitchen, and, y'know, to help my mother the next day, because my mother was very fond of the 
garden. 

 

Q. And did you go the messages or anything? 

A. I went the messages a lot. I did go the messages a lot. I did do that, but I always found it was eh, good 
going the messages because I always got sweets at the Co-Operative. 

 

Q. And did you continue to do these jobs after you left school? 

A. No, not when you were working, no. 

 

Q. Can you remember what kind of meals you had when you were a child? 

A. Very good, <..pause..> very filling, <..pause..> a lot of soup, you got your, you know, your meat. My mother 
was a good baker, so we were lucky that way. She used to make fruit cake and big cakes, you know, 
scones, lots of scones, hot scones we got. She was a good baker. 

 

Q. And did you have anything different on Sundays? 

A. Yes, yes, ah, you had your Sunday clothes. I had a velvet frock, I can remember that. I had a velvet 
frock, and different shoes, and stockings, and underwear. And eh, I thought I was just something with 
that velvet frock. And I'd different other wee frocks that I remember wearing on a Sunday. But usually to 
school it was a skirt or a gym dress. You see you always wore your gym dress or your skirt all week. 
And it maybe got cleaned up for you going back on the Monday, over the weekend, you know. 

 

Q. Coming back to meals, do you remember at Christmas, did you have a special Christmas meal? 

A. Aye, oh I don't remember so much about having a special meal at Christmas. I remember having a 
good time at Christmas, with presents and plenty of sweets, chocolates and fruit, and all that sort of 
thing, but eh, New Year was our time for special meals. I don't remember having turkey, but my mother 
always had a, <..pause..> she would have a duck or something like that at Christmas. My father used to 
go and buy her something like that, but it wasn't so much a turkey, it was a very large hen, a fresh hen, 
or a duck, which she would pluck herself and clean and stuff and, <..pause..> you know. I don't know 
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when my father bought them, but eh, he would come in with a bird. I'm sure it wasn't a turkey. It was 
always a duck, or a big hen, you know. 

 

Q. And did your mother eat well, or did she usually eat less? 

A. Oh no. She ate well. She ate well. I think she ate too much. We're all inclined to be fat in our family. 
(laughing) 

 

Q. So can you remember special occasions like birthdays in your family. Did you celebrate them? 

A. Not with a party. I can't remember having been at many parties. The only thing I can remember is 
wedding parties. But not birthday parties. And I can't remember getting many birthday cards. But I know 
my birthday didn't pass without me getting something. But it could have been something in the way of 
wearing apparel, like something I needed, or something for school. Like pencils or something like that. I 
know that my birthday didn't pass unnoticed. But there wasn't cards or parties. But there would be 
something to say it was my birthday, something I needed for school or something like that. 

 

Q. Did your parents ever play any games with you? 

A. Oh yes. We played cards and Ludo and we used to play the gramophone. It had a horn (laughing) and 
you'd hold it up. We had records, we used to play the gramophone. 

 

Q. Can you remember who any of the records were by? 

A. Eh, <..pause..> the ‘Street Singer’, l think was one <..pause..> and the ‘Laughing Policeman’. I can't really 
remember, and I know we played it but, as for individual tunes, I'm not so sure about them, you know. 

 

Q. Were there any books in the house or magazines? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. My brother got his Hotspur every week. And we used to get, <..pause..> I think it was 
Girl's Crystal, aye. Girl's Crystal. 

 

Q. I think that rings a bell with me. 

A. Maybe it was still going on. <..pause..> Or was there one before that? And my older sisters used to get 
the Red Star Weekly. Red Star Weekly, and there were great stories in that. We followed a sort of serial 
every week. 

 

Q. And did you belong to the library then? 

A. No, no. We got a library book at the school, but we had to take it back the next week. We got one day a 
week, at school for going into the library to pick a book. 

 

Q. And were you taken out visiting to neighbours and friends and relatives? 

A. Not neighbours, aunties maybe or that, uh-huh. Yes and you had your best coat and hat on, and your 
best frock, usually a Sunday. Or they would come to you. 

 

Q. And did you ever have any holidays? 

A. Yes. Yes. 

 

Q. Where did you go then? 

A. Port Seton. Port Seton and Kinghorn. 

 

Q. For how long did you go holidays? 

A. Ooh, now, <..pause..> I think it was only a week. Yes it was only a week, it wasn't a fortnight. A fortnight 
later on but a week I can remember. 

 

Q. And was this a regular kind of thing? 
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A. Oh yes, we got our holidays. Mother used to take a house. Well, it was called a house, but it was only 
maybe a big room or something. It was probably rented off the lady who had the house. Or two rooms 
at the most, and eh, you used to pack off your holidays to Port Seton. Had a great time. 

 

Q. Do you remember the things that you got up to on your holidays? Any escapades or activities you did 
there? 

A. Well <..pause> I wasn't let out on my own on holidays. I was still at school. And anywhere you went, you 
were with your mother or somebody older. We used to sing round camp fires at the big camps where it 
would be nearly all tents though you know, down near the sea. And you used to sing around the camp 
fires. I suppose the older ones went dancing and that, but I didn't, I didn't you know. And then through 
the day you were at the beach and there was a fairground and that was visited quite often, fairground. I 
can't remember that there was all that much there, but there was lots of tents and little sort of wooden 
chalets that people holidayed in. 

 

Q. And can you tell me how you spent Sundays in those days? 

A. Quite quietly, aye. Quietly. You didn't play games so much on Sundays. You just sort of went for a walk 
maybe round by the farms, and things like that, and back. You didn't play rowdy games like ball or 
Skipping Rope or anything like that. I don't know why. You just didn't do it. You would be frightened of 
playing if you had. And nobody really done it much, you know. And Sundays was quieter. 

 

Q. And did you attend church then? 

A. I went to Sunday School. Not church, just Sunday School. 

 

Q. So do you remember going on any outings with them or anything? 

A. Yes, uh-huh, yes. 

 

Q. Did you get trips with them? 

A. Oh, yes. A summer trip and a little Christmas party. 

 

Q. And you mentioned that you had different clothes on Sundays. So you would wear the black velvet 
dress then? 

A. To the Sunday School outing? No. You'd maybe wear another dress, you'd probably get a dress for 
what was called Gala Day. We still had a Gala Day in these days. And you'd probably wear that dress 
for the Sunday School outing, which could be a voile dress or a sort of print dress. Yes, you'd probably 
wear that dress to the Sunday School outing. 

 

Q. And were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Well, <..pause..> at the Sunday School you were. But eh, for me that was something I done privately. 
Nobody told me but, I did. 

 

Q. And was religion important to you as a child or did it become more important later on? 

A. It was more something you done as a child. You went to the Sunday School and you joined in activities 
and that. And I suppose you really were being taught something. I suppose it's the grounds of 
something. I don't know what you mean by ‘Is religion more, more important to me now?’ 

 

Q. Maybe as you've got older, and you see what all the Sunday School teaching was about? 

A. Uh-huhm. No, l never took an active part in the church. I have went to the church, but I very often kept 
away from it, if you know what I mean. 

 

Q. So, will we get on to childhood leisure now? As a child, who did you play with, your sisters and 
neighbours or? <..pause..> 

A. No. Aah well, your sister, one sister, maybe the sister next to you. But I played with a cousin a lot and a 
pal. We played a lot together, the three of us. Sometimes more of us. 

 

Q. And what kind of games did you play? 
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A. Oh, you played at ball against the wall. You bounced this ball against the wall, you'd all sorts of different 
games that you, sort of took into this bouncing this ball. Or you played at eh, <..pause..> there was a 
crowd of you and you threw the ball very high against the wall and you called a name and they had to 
catch it. Ah, <.pause..> and you were put out of most games if you weren't good at them. You lasted so 
long and that was that. Same with Skipping Ropes. You were out if you made a mistake. <..pause..> I 
think I preferred skipping on my own. 

 

Q. To skipping with everyone else? 

A. To skipping with eh, you maybe had to keep time in this great, big, heavy skipping rope. I've seen the 
women cawing for us. The two women, and a whole, about twenty children all skipping through it which 
was very fast, and you really had to be fit for it. And there'd be two big women, what they said, ‘cawing’ 
[driving, turning] the rope, and eh, singing the songs as you went through, and it was maybe, "One two, 
one two, one two. " coordinated with the song and it was very fast and whenever you made a mistake 
you were out, until they were right down to a few, you see. 

 

Q. Do you remember any of the songs you used to sing when you were stoating the ball off the pavement, 
or off the wall, or anything like that? 

A. You didn't sing so much with the ball. It was more with the skipping ropes. 

 

Q. Can you remember any of the skipping songs? 

A. Well. It was just that, <..pause..> “Two pass the doctor, one, two, one, two." and then you kept going, 
y'see. That's what I was talking about. 

 

Q. So you kept on moving? 

A. Aye, you kept moving, and then eh, there was, "Mary in the kitchen doing some stitching, in comes the 
bogey man," and the next person came in "an' out pops she." You know, things like that. 

 

Q. And were you allowed to get dirty when you played? (laughing) 

A. Oh, you could get dirty, especially in the Blocks because eh, if it wasn't dry, if it had been raining, the 
mud was very bad, because it wasn't like streets. It was just, the ground, you know. And really, if you 
started to play ball or Skipping Ropes an' the ground hadn't been very dry, you could get dirty. And if 
there was someone in the washing house that you knew and especially if it was your mother and the 
key didn't go to the next person 'til early the next morning. You used to go into the, the washhouse and 
if there was any water left in the boiler I used to sit in the tub and have a bath. (laughing) And if your pal 
went with you it was great fun, because you both sat in a tub and had a bath. Because your mother 
always cleaned that washhouse out at night for the next person goin' in the next morning. 

 

Q. And did the boys and girls play the same games? 

A. Some games, but not them all. Nup. Not so much the Skipping Ropes or the ball, but they played 
Rounders with us. We very often played Rounders. 

 

Q. And were you free to play games with anyone you pleased, or did your parents discourage you from 
playing with certain people? 

A. Oh no, you were very much together when you lived in the Blocks, because it was that kind o' place. A 
whole Block, and you nearly all played together. You really did, you nearly all played together. 

 

Q. And what did they say if children were fighting or gambling in the street? Or did that ever happen? 

A. Emmm, I think the boys gambled. Oh yes, you used to have a fight with somebody. But eh, never so 
much fisty-cuffs for girls, it was more your tongue. You fought with your tongue. I suppose boys had 
some fights, and eh, if you were the same age and the same size, your mother and father would just 
say, "Get out and fight your own battles." But, if you were picked on I think that was a different sort of 
thing. If it was a bigger person picked on you, and you had a bigger sister or brother they just went out 
and picked on them. That was all there was about it. You just sort of matched to the size. 

 

Q. So how did you spend your free time after school hours and at the weekends. Did you have any gangs? 
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A. Oh as soon as you came home from school, you had something to eat, and then were out to play. Eh, 
no, we didn't have a gang, no. And there were swings and that y'know, and, in the summer we used to 
be very fond of going over the moss. And the moss was lovely. An' it really was moss, the peat under 
your feet was springy. And you could run down all the paths and it was lovely and springy under your 
feet. And there were raspberries growing, brambles and, <..pause..> at the times that they were ripe, we 
used to go gathering them. 

 

Q. And did you have any hobbies like bicycling or doing the garden, collecting scraps or anything like that? 

A. We collected scraps. And if we had a bike we were lucky. I had a bike, an old bike, but it was a bike. 
(laughing) And we collected scraps and we changed them and cigarette pictures which were different 
kinds of series at the time. I didn't collect cigarette cards but my brothers did. One brother I really 
remember the most being in the house. I forget now, I think when you had a whole set that you sent 
away and you got a picture. And I think. one of the pictures my brother got was the 'Boyhood of 
Raleigh', and it was a lovely picture and the other one was 'Mother and Son'. It was two horses. And I 
really think if you had them this day they'd be quite nice to have y'know. I think when you got the whole 
set of picture from the cigarette packets you sent them away and this is what you got, if I remember 
right, was the proper picture. And I'm sure that's, as far as I can remember, one was the 'Boyhood o' 
Raleigh' and the other one was called 'Mother and Son', that we had. They were lovely pictures. 

 

Q. And did you keep any pets? 

A. Dogs, mostly. We were used to dogs. We were used to greyhounds. 

 

Q. And were they bred to actually run in races? 

A. Yes. But, when they got older they were your pet. You kept them when they were stopped racing. They 
were usually kept in the house and they were mother's pet. And they were lovely dogs. Beautiful 
natured dogs, but, we never had any more than maybe one at the house. We didnae have lots of dogs 
in the house. And it would be an older dog. And they were nice dogs. But my father and my two older 
brothers were fond of going to see dog racing and my older brother did race dogs. 

 

Q. And did you take part in any sports like your father? Did you run a lot or? <..pause..> 

A. Aye, I was a good runner at school. You didn't have, <..pause..> you weren't encouraged to go in for 
sports so much. You just had your Sport's Day at school and probably you went a day and run against a 
few other schools, y'know. 

 

Q. And did you belong to any Organizations like the Guides? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Or the Guildry or anything like that? 

A. I never belonged to the Women's Guildry in my life. No, l belonged to the Christian Brethren, no it wasn't 
Brethren, it was the Rechabites. 

 

Q. And can you describe what kind of activities you did? 

A. Ah, this was when I was at school. Oh it was just a Christian meeting that was all. The Rechabites. 

 

Q. Did you sing gospel songs or anything? 

A. Oh yes. You used to be eh, I think it was called The Band of Hope came to Fallin. And they put up a 
huge tent. And you sang all these lovely, wee, jolly-going choruses which were different from the church 
hymns, in this big tent, and you listened to the Preacher. And they would be there for a few weeks. And 
then they would go away. And then they would come back, y'know. Maybe about once a year they 
came. And I'm sure it was called Band of Hope. And you sang all these lovely going choruses like 
‘Running Over’ an' all that sort of thing, y'know. 

 

Q. And did you ever attend the pictures? 

A. Oh yes. We went to The Kinema, in Stirling. The matinée on a Saturday. 

 



 1521

Q. And what kind of films would you see? 

A. Well, we saw a film, and we also saw a serial. The one I remember most was ‘Flash Gordon’. And you 
got a bit every Saturday, of the serial. And that's the one I remember best is ‘Flash Gordon’. And you 
would also have a picture. I think it was Shirley Temple and things like that y'know. In these days, 
y'know. 

 

Q. And did you go to concerts and recitals and music halls? 

A. We went to concerts, but not a lot, maybe two or three times a year, The church would put on a concert, 
and maybe somebody else. And you would go, it would be attended. The concert would be held in The 
Welfare Hall, which was the large hall in the village where you gathered. 

 

Q. Was it a communal thing then, so all of your neighbours and things like that would be there as well? 

A. Oh yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And did your parents give you any pocket money? 

A. Yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember roughly how much you got, or is that too difficult? 

A. Well we got sixpence to go to the matinée. It was tuppence to get in. An' it was <..pause..> was it a penny 
for your bus fare? I can't remember. And you spent a penny on sweets or something. A sixpence was 
quite ample. In fact it was quite good. 

 

Q. And what kind of sweeties were there? 

A. Oh, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Can you remember if they had any funny names for them? 

A. Ah! Gobstoppers. (laughing). You sucked and sucked at them and they went all different colours. Och 
you got different small sweeties y'know. You could get a ha'penny worth of something, and maybe a 
Gobstopper and something else for a ha'penny, y'know. A ha'penny worth of sweeties could be a little 
bag full. Could be Chewitts or little chocolate toffee things. It was quite good. Or a hard sweetie, tiny, 
wee Soor Plooms or something. 

 

Q. Well we're on to school now. So how old were you when you first went to school? 

A. Well I must've been five, five-and-a-half. I went to school in Larkhall [in Lanarkshire] though. I don't 
remember an awful lot about it. But I was about seven when I came through to Fallin. 

 

Q. And do you have better memories? <..pause…> 

A. Of Fallin School? Uh-huh. 

 

Q. So what did you think of the school? 

A. I liked the school. I liked the school. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. Ah, some of them I didn't. Some of them were very hard. They really were hard on you. And they used 
to rattle you over the fingers with a pencil or something. And you got the strap in these days, for 
misbehaving or talking or anything. 

 

Q. I see. So did the teachers emphasize certain things as important like manners and punctuality and 
tidiness? 

A. Oh yes. You got the strap for being late. About the tidiness, I don't know. I always was tidy but some 
came to school very untidy. Oh, she would look at your hands to see if they were clean. But I didn't think 
she had anything much to do with the rest of you, y'know. The nurse, the nurse would. <..pause..> 
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Q. Yes, the District Nurse, did she come? 

A. Well, she was called the school nurse. I don't know if she was the District Nurse. She would call people 
back that she wasnae very sure of being bodily clean or head clean. Lice in their head. They'd be called 
back. But once you'd passed as a clean person you weren't bothered much. Which was a pity because 
sometimes you could get them y'know. But if you didnae have a good mother that could look after you 
and clean up these kind of things, you got certain stuff that could help to get rid of them and that. The 
head lice I think were the worst. But the nurse did call back people now and again to make sure that 
they were being kept clean. 

 

Q. And so what subjects were you taught at school? 

A. Well mostly Reading, Writing and Arithmetic. And there were a lot of emphasis on your writing. I don't 
know that it done any good because when you get older you fall into a style of writing and that's that. 
We used to have really, when we had to write our very best on foolscap paper, which was a narrow line 
with a big margin above and below. And you kept all your small letters in the middle of the narrow line 
and your other letters either up above or below had to flow, y'know. And it was called foolscap paper 
and you'd to do your very best writing on it. 

 

Q. And did you wear a uniform when you were at school? 

A. Well I wore a gym dress or a skirt but you weren't forced to wear a uniform, in fact, l don't think it 
would've done you any good because people didnae have the money for a uniform. But when you went 
to The Riverside or The High School you had to wear a uniform. 

 

Q. And were you all dressed alike? 

A. No. It was everybody was different. 

 

Q. So were there gangs and groups of people at playtime? 

A. Yes, uh-huh, aye. I suppose there was, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And so you mentioned that you went on to The Riverside School after? 

A. No, l didn't. I left school at fourteen. I could've gone, but I didn't. 

 

Q. And would you have stayed longer if you had had the opportunity? Now looking back, would you have 
stayed longer? 

A. Oh, looking back now I know that we should've, y'know, had more education, and that. But I doubt if it 
would have been any different, even if I'd went to Riverside or High School, I doubt if it would have been 
any different, l’d probably have just left and looked for work just the same. 

 

Q. So you left at fourteen to look for work? 

A. I did, uh-huh. I got work right away. 

 

Q. So while you were at school did you have a part-time job of any sort? 

A. No. No. 

 

Q. So can you tell me what your first full-time job was? 

A. Well my first full-time job was in Younger's Bottling Store. And I wasn't there very long, because I 
wanted to get a job in the mill in Stirling, which I thought was a better job. 

 

Q. So could you describe your work at the Bottling Factory? 

A. Well most of my work was just standing at a conveyor belt and lifting. I think you lifted six bottles at a 
time in your two hands and put them into the compartments in the box. And these bottles were full of 
beer or stout or lager, I don't know. Lager, aye. Beer, lager, stout, and there were different kinds of beer. 
And they were full, and they came off a machine which had just filled them with the beer or whatever. 
They came down this conveyor belt and I was standing there just packing, sort of, lifting them off the 
conveyor belt into the boxes. And the boxes were piled onto a sort of a barra, and I think they went five 
high, and then a boy hurled it up to the top of the work where they were stored or whatever. 
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Q. And how did you learn this job? 

A. You didn't learn, you were just pushed in and that was it. 

 

Q. Did you watch the others or did other people tell you what to do? 

A. No, you were just told that was your job. If you weren't quick enough all these bottles gathered up on 
the conveyor belt so you learned to be quick and get them into boxes as quick as you could. In fact your 
fingers got all broken with the caps. The tops that were on them. Because as I say, I'm sure you lifted 
three. If I remember right you lifted three like that, into the box and your arms were going all the time, 
y'know. 

 

Q. So, what hours did you work at the bottling factory? 

A. <..pause..> Eight 'til six, I think. Aye, I'm sure it was eight 'til six, 

 

Q. And did you work on Saturdays? 

A. Half day. 

 

Q. And were there breaks for meals? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. And did you have any holidays with pay? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. So what were you paid? 

A. I think it was eleven shillings and sixpence or something like that. It wasn't very much more. I'm sure it 
was something like that. I wasn't there very long, you see. You would get a rise probably every year. But 
I think it was eleven and six I got. 

 

Q. And did you feel that was a fair wage? 

A. Oh at that time you did, uh-huh. Oh you did at that time. 

 

Q. And did you give the money to your mum? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. So what other jobs were there in this factory? 

A. Oh there were lots of other jobs. There was, from the process of the bottles coming back from the pubs 
or you name it. They came in wagons. There was a railway line, they came in wagons. They were 
brought into the place. They were sorted. They were washed. They were examined. They were filled. 
They were packed. They were pasteurized, I think that was to help it keep, in hot boiling pans. 

 

Q. Oh sterilized? 

A. They were taken out, pasteurized, they were taken out and they were labelled. And then they were, as I 
say the railway ran down, they were sent off to wherever they were going. And the beer was also 
transferred in pipes which were kept very, very clean. And the machines were very, very clean. And the 
girls that sort of, they thought they owned a machine, they were in charge of a machine but they thought 
they owned the machine. A Saturday morning was given to cleaning. And these machines were brass 
and they were beautiful. And these pipes were brass. And the men piped this beer which they watched 
very, very carefully to see that it was right, just right, y'know. They watched it very carefully. I don't know 
actually what the men did but it had to come piped into the machines for to go into the bottles. A certain 
pressure, a certain, I don't know. Lots of things that I don't really know about. But it was a very clean 
place. And that was Younger's Bottling Store. 

 

Q. And did the men and women work together there? 
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A. Not exactly together, but men and women worked. They were in contact with each other, y'know, quite a 
lot. 

 

Q. So could you talk and relax at all? 

A. Oh you could. In that job you sang at your machine. I learned lots of songs from the older girls that they 
sang all the time they were working. That was a great job for, <.pause..> 

 

Q. Can you remember any of the songs? 

A. Mmm. They were very sad songs, some of them. 

 

Q. What? Love stories, love songs? 

A. Aye, aye, aye. And war songs. 

 

Q. About the First World War, then? 

A. No, no, no The First World War. Just songs that went with The Second World War. Like, it doesnae 
come to my mind now. <..pause..> 

 

Q. Did you like the work at the bottling factory? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Was it noisy? 

A. It was noisy to a certain extent, but not extremely noisy. But it was very boring and you could get cut 
hands. Bottles could just break. Just without you knowing it, it would just smash and just as you went to 
touch it, y'know. 

 

Q. So how long did you work at the bottling factory? 

A. Oh, barely a year. Hardly a year. 

 

Q. And did you give that up to work in the Forthbank Mill? 

A. Yes now, I've got a wee bit thing here about the Forthbank Mill. 

 

Q. So could you describe the work? 

A. Well, in 1939 I was almost fifteen, I started work in the Forthbank Carpet Mill. I was employed as a 
boxer. Now that's not a fighting boxer! A boxer worked for two printers and had to attend to the dyes 
that the printers used in the wool which was used for weaving the carpets. Well, this department was 
called the Print Shop, and each dye had a number, and the dye was kept in large jugs. The printer 
followed a pattern printed on a large board, which was fixed to the side of her drum. The wool was 
wound round the drum, and the printer called the number of the dye she wanted, to the boxer. Well, the 
boxer, then took, she took a wooden box with the dye colour and she filled it to a certain level from the 
numbered jug. Every colour had it's own box. The box was then put in a small carriage. Thus the name 
‘Boxer’. As soon as the boxer told the printer the box was ready, the printer started the undercarriage 
running. It was quite like a little truck running on a miniature railway. There was a wheel placed on the 
fixture right across the box, which dipped into the dye. And when the carriage carrying the box moved, 
the wheel moved across the drum, printing the colour on the wool. It was important to keep the dye at a 
proper level on the box because of this wheel, the wheel, y'know, that was across the box. And 
sometimes if there was a lot of one colour on the pattern, the printer had to stop this little carriage 
running, so that the boxer could top up the colour. When the printer had completed the pattern on the 
drum, she then rubbed the colour into the wool with a flat object. I think this was made of bone. And 
while she was doing this the boxer had to see that she had plenty of wool bobbins to rewind the next 
drum, and see that her dye jugs were filled up. And also clear around her place of work. Once the 
printer had rubbed all her colours into the wool, she broke down one section of the wooden drum with a 
handle which was inside the drum. The dyed wool then fell sort of loose, and the printer and I took a 
long stick, placed them under the wool, and slid it off the drum. The wool was then carried to the steam 
house, where it went through a process to make the dyes fast. Each drum had a disc with the number of 
the pattern board and also the number of the person who worked on it. The pattern disc number was 
important because of the next step when the wool was rewound into different cones for the weaving 
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shed. The weaving shed was a very complicated place. It had very, very, large rooms, and I really don't 
know much about it. However, the carpets that came from the mill were very good quality. And every 
time the wool was rewound round the drum, the printer had a new pattern board to follow. Thus the 
different numbers. She went through much the same procedure of dying the wool. The printer was paid 
piece-work: the more work she did the better pay. The boxer got paid a percentage of the two printers' 
pays. The work was very hard, but the days passed quickly. And when we finished work we were very 
dirty and we had to use a solution of bleach and water to get the dye from our arms and legs. Before we 
could go home we had to change our clothes and shoes. We had ten minute breaks in the morning and 
in the afternoon. And I think it was an hour we had for our dinner. We were paid on a Saturday morning 
and had a half day then. We got our wages in a little tin mug, and had to empty it out at the table, and 
hand the mug back. Each person had a number for clocking in and being paid. And when I think back 
on it, you were just a number but, unlike today, everybody had a job of work. I think that was it, aye. 
That was mostly about the mill, that I can remember. 

 

Q. What hours did you work at the mill? 

A. Well, at the mill, I think I finished at half five. You finished at half five there. 

 

Q. And when did you start work in the morning? 

A. Eight. Actually, you sort of finished a drum maybe. Say your printer put on a drum about half four and it 
took her maybe a wee bit over half an hour to do that drum, you wouldn't start another one, but you 
would prepare for it, for the next morning like. Any spare time you had, there was always plenty of 
cleaning up to do, y'know. You always had to keep your place clean and when you say ‘place’ it's hard 
to describe but, if you were working with nice, clean, jugs and also you had to keep these colours 
stirred. You couldn't let them settle too long. If you had dye in a jug for a wee while, you had a stick and 
you kept giving it a stir. You'd lots of little things to do so if your printer maybe took off a drum, say 
around five, she wouldn't put on another one, she would just keep preparing for the next day. 

 

Q. And what were you paid again? 

A. Oh, I was paid a better wage there. I sometimes could have sixteen or eighteen shillings depending on 
the work I did, which was a very good pay for a person of fifteen. 

 

Q. And again, did you give most of the money to your mum? 

A. I did. I gave it all to mother. She gave you it back, what you wanted. 

 

Q. And did men and women woork together? 

A. Yes. Well when you say together, they weren't partnered man and woman. But there was lots of jobs for 
men. The dye barrels were taken care of by men; where you went to collect your dye. And these barrels 
were continually stirred and looked after. And that's when you went down there you asked for the 
number of your dye and it was filled into your big jug. And em, lots of the weavers were men, with the 
finished article of the carpet. 

 

Q. Was there a kind of rivalry between the people who worked in the printing bit and the people who were 
weavers? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Who thought that they were the best? 

A. The weavers. Yes, yes, the weavers, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did they act snobbily towards you? 

A. It was a very good job to get into the weaving shop. I always thought so anyway, maybe other folk, 
<..pause..> but it was. It was a very good job to get into the weaving shop. 

 

Q. Did you talk and relax at the mill work? 

A. Ah well you couldn't taik and relax, while you were working, dear. When you were working you were 
working. But you could talk and relax; you'd little breaks. And maybe if you went up for colour you would 
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meet another boxer and have a chat. But not standing for ten minutes, by Jove you'd be missed if you 
were away three minutes. You'd to be very quick, you'd to be nimble on your feet and hurry. 

 

Q. Was there a Work’s Club? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. So there was no entertainment put on for the employees or anything? 

A. No, not that I can, <..pause..> Oh yes, there was an outing. I can't remember going an outing with them, 
but I think there was outings. They went to Millport and Dunoon, places like that, I think. They went a 
sort of trip, a summer trip, but I can't remember being on one.  

 

Q. And how did your employers treat you? What did you think of your employers? 

A. You were frightened of them. 

 

Q. Frightened? Scared stiff? 

A. Mmmm, mmmm. Well you just wouldnae do things that you shouldnae be doing in front of them, or you 
wouldn't be caught out with anything with them, y'know. 

 

Q. And was there a Trade Union? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And did you like the work that you were doing in the mill? 

A. Yes. But I wanted to be a printer, I didnae want to be a boxer all my days. I wanted to get up there and 
print the patterns. 

 

Q. So when did you give up your job in the mill? 

A. When I was seventeen and a half. And I went to war work. 

 

Q. War work? 

A. Mmm, mmm. 

 

Q. So can you describe what you did as part of your war work then? 

A. Well you were trained in Glasgow, and you were called an A.W.T. fitter. And you were trained to sort 
simple things, use spanners, files and so forth. And then I was put into the R.E.M.E. workshop where I 
mostly mended kitchenware that was used in the army kitchens, bacon-slicers, containers for keeping 
food hot. They were probably like a thermos but the inside of them was glass wool, that was what kept 
the heat in them. I think these containers were taken out to the field. You know there were food put in 
them, and they were taken out to the field. And there were all kitchen things. 

 

Q. And what were the wages like? 

A. Oh, very good. 

 

Q. And what were the hours that you worked when you were doing your war work? 

A. I think it was about eight 'til five, sometimes you had to get some overtime. 

 

Q. And was it mostly women, or all women? 

A. Oh no, it was men and women. 

 

Q. Men and women? 

A. Mmn, mmn. There was welders and everything. Tinsmiths, gunsmiths. Oh, there was everything. Motor 
mechanics. They'd yon big vehicles too. We were just a small shop there, doing little repairs for the 
army, that was all. 
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Q. So did you continue to live at home when you started full time work? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. When you were working in the bottling factory and afterwards? 

A. Oh yes, uh-huh, oh yes. 

 

Q. And did you have your own room where you could entertain your friends privately that you had in the 
house? 

A. You never wanted to entertain friends in your own room. Not that I can remember having my own room, 
I think I shared it with my sister always. But you never wanted to entertain friends in your own room. 
You entertained friends with your family. They would all sit down and play cards or sing or something 
like that but, you didn't scramble away up to your own room, and <..pause..> your mother and that joined 
in. Or you had your tea, that was the big, the big deal of it. Your friend came in and had tea with you. 
The table was cleared, the dishes done, and then you played cards or something like that. 

 

Q. And so how did you spend your free time when you were working at the mill and working at the factory? 

A. Oh, I went dancing. I went dancing. 

 

Q. And what were the dance crazes that you had then? Were there particular things like the Fox Trot? 

A. Oh yes there was Fox Trots, Quick Steps, Tangos, Sam[bas]. Och yes, there were all the dances. 

 

Q. And did you go to the theatre or to the cinema? 

A. Yes. Yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did you have an idol, a hero actor? 

A. No, not really, no. I liked quite a lot of them. 

 

Q. Clark Gable or? <..pause..> 

A. No just, I liked a lot of them, but I hadnae any real idols in the films. 

 

Q. And did you have any special friends at this time, any boyfriends? 

A. Well I had a girl friend for a long time and then we started getting odd boyfriends. Maybe she would 
have one or I would have one. But we always went back together if the boyfriends didnae last. 

 

Q. Were there special places where boys and girls could meet? 

A. Oh yes, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Was that at dances or? <..pause..> 

A. Ah dancing, uh-huh. Or you went for a walk in the park on a Sunday and you met boys there too. And 
there was always a band in the park, in the King's Park. You put on your best suit or something and you 
were hoping to get talking to some boys, and they were hoping to get talking to you, I suppose. 

 

Q. I see. So, I mean how did you meet your husband? 

A. How did I meet my husband now? Well, I met him in Millar's Dancing. But he had saw me before, uh-
huh. 

 

Q. Was this when you were doing your war work? 

A. No, I was on the buses. The war work had stopped and I went on the buses as a conductress. 

 

Q. So were you a conductress? 

A. (laughing) <..pause..> I was a conductress as well. 
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Q. And you met your husband while you were a conductress? 

A. Uh-huh. He was a motor mechanic with Alexander's. But I didn't meet him in my work. I met him for the 
first time in Millar's Dancing. And he'd come and given me a dance and asked to take me home. And he 
said he had saw me coming into the garage with my bus. So, and we progressed from then. So I wasn't 
on the buses very long 'cause I got married. (laughing) I was only about a year on the buses. 

 

Q. Did you like your work as a conductress? 

A. Yes I liked it, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Did you like meeting people and things like that? 

A. Oh yes, I liked being my own boss. Being my own boss and, y'know, doing your work and that was that. 
Putting your money in and your sheet in and that was it. And if you did your work right, that was it. You 
were your own boss. I liked that. 

 

Q. So, how old were you when you married? 

A. Emm, twenty three. Twenty three. 

 

Q. And you met your husband while you were dancing? 

A. I met him in Millar's dance ballroom, uh-huh. 

 

Q. So how long were you engaged for then? 

A. About four months to John, four months. 

 

Q. And so did you save up money all this time, you know, for getting married? 

A. No. (laughing). No, your father gave you your wedding. My father gave me my wedding. And you got 
some presents. And you just started off from scratch with your pay. And you got what you needed, you 
went into a furniture shop and got and you paid it up weekly. And you didnae get any more until that 
was paid. And that was why you kept out of trouble, if you didnae get anymore 'til that was paid. And 
once you'd paid that you got something else. You started with just as little as possible. Actually we lived 
in my father's house to start with, so that was a little start. And we used their stuff. So actually, when we 
did get a house we did happen to be able to pay for some of the things, y'know. 

 

Q. So could you describe the wedding? 

A. Oh aye, it was a very good wedding. 

 

Q. Can you remember what you were wearing? 

A. Yes. It was in The Welfare Hall, and I wore a silk suit, because they were still on coupons, y'know, you 
couldn't get white dresses, you had to have coupons. And my sister was my best maid and she'd a suit 
and we'd lovely hats, shoes, gloves, the lot you know. And the wedding was in The Welfare Hall as I 
say. And it was, <..pause..> a sort of tea thing, y'know. 

 

Q. Was it homemade? 

A. Yes, it was all catered for. I think it was sausage rolls, they were hot. And sandwiches and cakes and 
scones and things. And my wedding cake, I had to provide nearly all the icing sugar and everything 
myself for it. It was a baker that made it. It was lovely but you still had to hand this stuff in to the baker. 
Y'know, you still had to provide all the sugar and that and I had an awful job finding favours for it, and a 
wee top and that. You're raking all the shops to find things like that y'know. 

 

Q. And did you have a honeymoon? 

A. Yes. In Edinburgh. (Iaughing) In a hotel, a hotel. 

 

Q. Oh, Edinburgh's quite romantic though. 
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A. Yes. What was the name of the hotel? St Andrew's Hotel I think it was, mmn, mmn. St. Andrew's Hotel 
for the honeymoon. 

 

Q. And what was your husband's job when you married? 

A. He was a motor mechanic. 

 

Q. And did he have other jobs after that? 

A. Yes, he also drove buses, to have a little extra money later on in life. And then, he went to the mine by 
the R.E.M.E. He went to the R.E.M.E. workshops as a mechanic, and then he went to the, <..pause..> he 
finished up as a mechanical engineer in the pits, and he liked that very much. I never thought he would 
take to the change, but he really liked the men and the work and he never looked back. And he retired 
from Fallin Colliery as a mechanical engineer at the pits. 

 

Q. And yourself, did you continue to work after you married? 

A. Mmn, mmn. I started doing hospital work. 

 

Q. Can you tell me more about the hospital work? 

A. Well, I just got into hospital work, first of all as an orderly and I learned more and more and then I 
worked as an auxiliary. And I still do a couple of nights as an auxiliary nurse, and I like it very much. 

 

Q. So what did your husband feel about you working after you were married? 

A. Well I only worked part-time. I never, ever worked full-time. And it coincided very often with his shifts. 
He did shifts. So actually there was never any time that when I wasn't there he wasn't there, until they 
got a little bit older and my oldest daughter used to put theirself out in the morning. I was away before 
them, but they'd strict instructions and they both went to school, you know, on their own. But when they 
came home, I was there, you know, I was back home. But they would leave the house on their own in 
the morning, but I would have them up before I went away, and things like that, y'know. 

 

Q. So that means that you continued to work when you had small children then? 

A. Oh no. They weren't too small. No, no, always waited, <..pause..> 'til they were a wee bit on. No. 

 

Q. So where did you live after you were married? 

A. My first house was a prefab. And then I lived in a Council house ever since. 

 

Q. And so how many children did you have? 

A. Three. 

 

Q. Three children? 

A. Three. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. Well we thought we were only going to have two, but we got a surprise when we got the third one. 
However we'll never regret that. She's been the best thing that ever happened to us. She was a later 
baby. 

 

Q. So did you read any books about birth or infant care? 

A. Well I read up anything I ever thought was any information at all to you especially if you were going to 
have a baby and it was about birth or care. But I wouldn't say I went strictly by the books bringing up my 
children. I remembered things that my mother had said and maybe sort of put these together with things 
that I thought would work in the day and age I had my children, y'know. I had good children, they 
weren't a lot of bother to me. We never seemed to have bad times with them. They did have a few 
accidents in their young days, y'know, minor mishaps. But, touch wood, never anything very serious. 

 

Q. Were your children born at home? 
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A. No. Only my last child. My first two children were born in Airthrey Castle. And Helen was born at home, 
a late baby. And it was lovely having the baby at home. 

 

Q. Did you have any medical help when she was born at home? 

A. Oh yes. Oh yes. 

 

Q. So how did you feed your first baby? 

A. I breast fed, uh-huh. Only for about five months. Second one for about four months. The third one, no. I 
wasn't allowed. 

 

Q. And if you needed advice, who did you go to, you know with bringing up the children and things like 
that? 

A. Oh when we needed <..pause..> if you were awful worried about your baby. we went to the doctor. It was 
Doctor King then. And he was a very caring, kind person with babies. Doctor King didn't use a 
stethoscope on the baby, he just took it in his arms and held it's back up to his ear. (laughing) He was 
very good with babies. I think he was very caring with babies. And you mostly asked him, and maybe 
the District Nurse would be in the surgery. There was a District Nurse lived in the village and if she met 
you in the street with your baby in the pram, she always stopped and asked you. And if you had any 
wee query, you would ask her. Even on the street you could ask her. 

 

Q. So did your husband have a lot to do with the children? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. Really? 

A. Uh-huh, yes. 

 

Q. Did he used to change their nappies and things? 

A. Oh yes, he could do that if he was forced to. But he mostly, when they were very young, he took turns 
at getting up with them, y'know. If they awoke, and needed attention. It wasn't always me that got up 
during the night or that, until they got used to sleeping all night, y'know. And he could bath them. And he 
always saw them up to bed when they were toddlers, y'know <..pause..> three, four, and five, y'know. He 
always saw them up to bed, tucked them in. Maybe I would get them ready, he would see them up to 
bed. 

 

Q. Oh well, he's a very caring father? 

A. Oh aye. Aye he was good. And it was at the last child's birth. It was never done when we had the first 
two like, the father being at the birth bit. He was at Helen's birth. 

 

Q. And can you remember how you and your husband managed the housekeeping in the early years of 
your marriage? 

A. Yes. We managed very well, but we were lucky if we had maybe about ten shillings left on a Tuesday 
morning, and you didn't get your pay 'til the Friday. But we had quite a full cupboard, and we had all our 
things paid. 

 

Q. That was good? 

A. Arid maybe you had, before your husband came in on the Friday, you would have to have, y'see you 
had to put things away. I had a box and it was a little compartment for rent, insurance, fish, vegetabIes; 
because we always had fish on a Friday, not that we're Catholic, but you just got a good fish man on a 
Friday so you had fish on a Friday; and the vegetable man. Well I wouldn't dare touch that money 
because my husband wasnae home maybe 'til Friday evening, with his new pay. And I would have my 
rent man come on a Friday morning, the fish man would arrive, the insurance man would come in the 
afternoon. You always paid these things. You never missed them. You never let them pile up. They're 
very lax nowadays because if we'd done that, we'd have got in a mess, and you had to have that 
money. So whenever you got the new pay, you sorted it all out. But we weren't <..pause..> I can't 
remember being drastically hard-up. Although, we didn't smoke a lot, or anything like that, and we didn't 
waste, we didn't waste anything. But we managed. And we always managed to maybe pay something 
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that we wanted. In the early days it was mostly furniture. Later on it was a radiogram and more into 
luxury, y'know. But in the early days it was mostly carpets, furnishings. Which pleased me, I think it 
pleased him too, that we'd quite a nice wee house, y'know. 

 

Q. So if you were ill, or confined to bed, did you get help from relatives or neighbours or your mother or 
friends? 

A. Oh yes. If you needed it, you would. You certainly would. You would get help. 

 

Q. And when one of your children was born, would you get help then? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes, aye you did. 

 

Q. Meals and things like that? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. So where you lived did all the people have the same standard of living, or would you say some were 
better off than others? 

A. Oh, no. Some were better off than others, uh-huh. 

 

Q. Were there any snobs in the neighbourhood? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes, oh yes, uh-huh. Yes there were, mmn, mmn. But not so much when I was into my 
thirties and with my two children, before I had Helen. Everybody was sort of evening out then. There 
wasn't so much "I'm better off than you." Everybody was sort of in the same boat then y’know. 

 

Q. So when you were grown up did you think that people belonged to different social groups and social 
classes? Were you aware of the class division from an early age? 

A. Oh yes, aye. I was aware that I was quite well done to in the community that I lived in, but I think I'd 
have been a little afraid to go into another sort of community, you know what I mean? 

 

Q. I mean in the village, were there people that were considered important people in the village, like 
doctors? 

A. Oh, yes, you looked up to the doctor and the Minister, aye of course you did. 

 

Q. And teachers? 

A. Yes, of course you did, uh-huh. 

 

Q. So did you think yourself as being a member of a particular class like the middle class or the working 
class? 

A. Oh the working class I would think, uh-huh. The working class, dear. 

 

Q. And was it possible, in the times that we have just been speaking about to move from one class to 
another? From the working class to the middle class. 

A. Aye, it was possible if you got the help of a little push, (laughing) which I doubt if very many got. But it 
was possible, it really was because, <..pause..> and I think education done it. If you got the education, 
you know, it was possible. 

 

Q. And did you or your husband belong to any savings clubs? 

A. Yes, we always saved. Aye, we always saved for a little holiday at the mine. When he worked with the 
pit, it was put into the bank from his wages. 

 

Q. And do you ever remember feeling that you had to struggle to make ends meet 

A. Mmmn, well you know, I wouldnae say you struggled to make ends meet, but if you were a good 
manager, that was, <..pause..> I thought I was a good manager and many's the time I juggled a little bit, 
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saying "Now I've got this to do now, I'll do this and I'll do that." But if you mean was I ever without food? 
No. Never, never. Or without a pair of shoes for my children’s feet, no.  

 

Q. Did local shops ever give you credit or anything like that? 

A. Oh yes, you would get credit if you wanted. Like, I used to go to the Co-Operative on a Thursday when 
it was nice and quiet. And I got a very, very large shop, and I didn't pay it on the Thursday, and Miss 
Waugh; it was all written out on a Co-Operative line, and she had the, <..pause...> other bit. Well on the 
Thursday night I shopped for a very large shop and I took my time and I browsed and I got everything I 
needed and very often I'd need a list. And I took it all away, and my husband used to often help me take 
it down the road because it was a very large shop. And on the Friday, I used to nip up quite late on the 
Friday night or the Saturday morning with that line. And I just had to go to Miss Waugh's wee desk. And 
I paid it over, but I didn't consider that debt. I just considered that a better way of shopping, whereas the 
Friday it was ever so busy with everybody and the Saturday morning with the money. And that's why I 
did that, but it was an understanding I had with Miss Waugh. And, if I needed anything in later life like 
say you wanted a new lawn mower or something like that, Miss Waugh would get me it. And I could pay 
that to her, five or six times if I wanted y 'know, I didn't have to give her cash down for it. She would get 
me it through the hardware or whatever, y'know, whatever you wanted. 

 

Q. And were there any pawn shops in the area? 

A. Oh, yes, there were pawn shops, but I never was in a pawn shop in all my life. (laughing) But there was 
pawn shops up Baker Street, not in our, <..pause..> they weren't in Fallin, dear. You had to go to Stirling 
for a pawn shop. 

 

Q. So you didn't ever get any help from the Parish or any charity? 

A. Never. Never in all my life. (laughing) I was never in, <..pause..> I've never collected Labour Exchange 
money in all my life. Or insurance d'you know that? 

 

Q. So was your area a friendly neighbourhood, would you say, that you lived in? 

A. Oh yes, very friendly, uh-huh. 

 

Q. And do you have any special memories of The Second World War, like your work when you were 
working in the war work or, <..pause..> or air raids. What do you remember about The Second World 
War? 

A. Well I remember it was the air raid that stopped us working in the mill. There was an air raid on and it 
was in Clydebank. And one of the planes is supposed to have went off it's road and they dropped a 
bomb, which blasted two old cottages that was just up from the mill. And the blast of it, it didn't, it 
thingmied the mill. It shattered all the windows and that, y'know. And that was the sort of stop of the mill. 
That was when the mill stopped. I remember that vividly. I remember when war was declared and I was 
working in the mill. I was just fifteen. In 1939 aye, that's right. And war was declared on the Sunday and 
I thought "Oh, there'll be no more work." But that wasn't true you just carried on the same. You carried 
on and you went to the dancing and what not just the same, y'know. (laughing) 

 

Q. Do you have any memories of the social life then, during the war? 

A. Oh, it was very good. Very good dances and that. 

 

Q. Did you meet a lot of people? 

A. Oh yes, we met a lot of soldiers, uh-huh. Never anything serious, but you met a lot and danced with 
them and that. 

 

Q. Can you tell me the styles of clothes then, the dresses people would wear to dances? 

A. Well, you wore a lot of skirts and blouses during the war. And trousers came in. Trousers were very new 
then. My first pair of trousers, I had was called ‘Peter Pan’, and that's a child's make, but it's, <..pause..> 
they were ‘Peter Pan’. And I liked them. And some of the dresses were long-waisted, and the pleats, 
and they came back in again. Of course you couldnae get a lot of dresses, dear, you couldnae, you had 
coupons, y'know, you had coupons. You had to watch what you were getting. You managed, you 
managed. 
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Q. And do you remember when peace was declared, what you were doing when you heard peace was 
declared, did you go out into the streets and all congregate? 

A. Ah well, <..pause..> it wasnae a surprise, I don't think. We were waiting on it, I think, peace, y'know. And I 
remember having celebrations in the park. There was V.E. Day and V.J. Day. I remember having the 
biggest celebration, the biggest thing I ever remember is my brother coming home from a prisoner of 
war camp, that was the biggest celebration I ever remember having during the war. We had the bunting 
out and ‘Welcome Home’. And we had a big party that lasted all night when my brother came home 
from the German prisoner of war camp. I remember that. And the street, y’know was sort of, well round 
our part of the street was decorated. 
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1925 Clerical work; Accountancy and IncomeTax 

 
Interviewee Code G3 
Interview Conducted 29th October 1987, 4th November 1987 
Interviewer Sharon Little  
Transcribed by Wendy Barr 
 

Q. Can I ask you what year you were born? 

A. 1925. 

 

Q. And whereabouts were you born? 

A. In Stirling at home, it wasn't in a hospital, it was at home. 

 

Q. How long did you live there in your house? 

A. About three years, and then we went to live in St. Ninians after that. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. I have one brother and one sister, both younger than me. 

 

Q. So you're the eldest? 

A. I'm the oldest, yes. 

 

Q. Do you know how old your parents were when you were born? 

A. Yes, my mother was twenty-eight, and my mother was two years older than my father, so he would be 
twenty-six. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. He was a colliery clerk at Millhall, which is no longer a pit now. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs before or after that? 

A. No, he retired as a colliery clerk. But by that time it was Nationalized. It was Archibald Russell when he 
worked there, but it was <..pause..> the Coal Board by the time he retired. 

 

Q. What job did your mother do before she was married? 

A. <..pause..> Oh, before she was married, she worked in Norwal's Shoe Shop. 

 

Q. So she never worked when she was married? 

A. No she never worked after she was married. No. She was of the ‘Old school’. (laughs) 

 

Q. And did your parents go to church? 

A. Oh yes, yes. 

 

Q. What denomination was it? 

A. Church of Scotland. 

 

Q. Did they go often? 

A. Yes, my father went in the morning usually, and my mother went in the evening. 

 

Q. Were they interested in politics at all? 

A. No, not, <..pause..> that we heard, you know. It was never very much discussed in the home at all. 
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Q. Do you know what Party they did vote for? 

A. Well I think if there had been a Liberal candidate in Stirling, they would have voted Liberal, I think that 
was mostly their view. But they didn't talk a lot about politics at all, to my knowledge anyway, they 
maybe talked to each other, but, (laughs) I didn't seem to hear much of politics. 

 

Q. What did your parents do in their spare time, if they had any spare time? 

A. Well my father was a bowler, he liked bowling. He was also the secretary of the Foresters, you know, 
<..pause..> it was an Insurance, <..pause..> a Friendly Society. But it was a spare-time thing, this wasn't his 
job at all. And he was the Secretary of that for many, many years, until he died, actually. And he was a 
good singer, my father, and he used to be in great demand when it came to Burns Suppers and that 
sort of thing, and church concerts. <..pause..> At one time he had been a member of the Millhall Male 
Voice Choir, but it was defunct after a while, you know. But there were four of them, there were three 
friends and he used to have a quartet, and they used to sing at various local things. Whins of Milton, 
there was a little Hut up at Whins of Milton, and they used to, <..pause..> And he was an organist, he 
played the organ in the Allan Church in Bannockburn. But that was more when he was a younger man, 
you know, he didn't do it. <..pause..> And he was the pianist in the Strathspey and Reel Society 
Orchestra, that was another thing he did. Very musical, awful musical, yes. 

 

Q. And what did your mother do in her spare time? 

A. My mother was a very quiet person, and she was very much taken up with her family, and she knitted a 
lot and, <..pause...> she was just a quieter person. My father was more outgoing. My mother was all for 
the home, you know, but, <..pause..> a very good combination they made. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did your parents belong to the Co-Op? 

A. Yes, they did. 

 

Q. Was your father ever in any Trade Unions? 

A. Well I think he was in the union that would be for his job, but no' actively, he would be a member I think, 
but I think that was all. 

 

Q. And was your mother in The Women's Guild or anything like that? 

A. No, she didn't go to The Women's Guild. But she went to the Rural at Whins of Milton for quite a few 
years but then she latterly didn't go. She was, <..pause..> as I say, she was awful home-loving. And we'd 
a lot of friends who come to the house. But she wasn't one to go out an awful lot as she got older, you 
know. Very much taken up with her family, that was her. (laughs) <..pause..> I would say that was her 
main. <..pause..> (amused) 

 

Q. And did your parents take part in any sport? 

A. Well bowling, yes. My mother used to bowl too, but that was, <..pause..> a very short time, she maybe 
went more for company for my father, you know, but she did go. They played at Borestone bowling 
green at St. Ninians you know, Whins of Milton anyway. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of your parents' house in Stirling? 

A. Oh well, I was only three when we left that house. But they stayed, I don't know whether my 
grandmother stayed with them or whether they stayed with my grandmother when they got married first, 
you know. But she died. <..pause..> Oh, I was just quite a wee tot I think when she died, and they moved 
to St. Ninians I think more or less for my mother's health, because they stayed in Burnside Street which 
is very low-lying, and when the new houses were built at St. Ninians they moved there, and she always 
said she felt an awful lot better after she went to the higher, you know the, <..pause..> it seemed to be 
better for her health. Not that she was ill or anything like that, but it just seemed to agree with her more. 
But, this house that we went to, it was a Council house, and it was just like a living-room and a 
bedroom. And thinking of it nowadays, they moved there with two children, but I suppose that wouldnae 
happen nowadays, you know. But, <..pause..> oh we had an awful happy home and, <..pause..> one of the 
main things was finding a place for the piano because my father, (laughs) had his piano wherever he 
went! <..pause..> Do you mean what it looked like, the house? 
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Q. Yes? <..pause..> 

A. The usual sort of, <..pause..> it had a kitchen, a biggish kitchen where we ate. And of course it had a 
bathroom which the house in Stirling hadn't had. But then I wasn't aware of that, because I was so 
young. But mother, she always said it was a great thing to have, not a sink in your kitchen as she had 
had before, and she enjoyed having the big kitchenette. She was a nice baker, she used to bake an 
awful lot. So, <..pause..> I cannae really say much more about that house, (laughs) because we moved to 
a bigger house after, <..pause..> I was about twelve I think, when we went to the bigger house.  

 

Q. And in that house, what were the washing arrangements? 

A. For ourselves? 

 

Q. For yourselves and for clothes. 

A. Yes. Well my mother never, ever had a washing machine. And she died when she was, <..pause..> she 
died in 1969, but she never, ever had a washing machine. And in the kitchen it was a sink and a tub. 
And that was where all the washing was done with a scrubbing board and, (laughs) in, <..pause..> the 
bathroom we had a wash-hand basin for our own, <..pause..> and a bath, of course, for our own needs. 

 

Q. Did anyone else, apart from your parents and your brothers and sisters live in the house, lodgers? 
<..pause..> 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework? 

A. Yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. Was the washing ever sent out? 

A. To the laundry? Yes, she used to, <..pause..> the laundry man used to come, and it was things like 
sheets, but I think maybe it was more in the wintertime that that was. I don't think she, <..pause..> if she 
could dry them herself, she would do. But what I do remember was, if she was washing, we used to 
take the mangling down to, <..pause..> there was a newsagents in St. Ninians, and he had a mangle at 
the back of his shop. And it was a common sight in these days to see children taking a bundle of towels, 
sheets, pillowcases, that sort of thing, down. And he would put them through this big, <..pause..> it was 
like a great big wringer, you know, a big thing, and he would, <..pause..> then it would be all beautifully 
flat, and then he would roll it, make a parcel in a towel say, and you got it back and you'd to carry it back 
flat, and you hadn't to let that fall! (laughs) It was Mr. Ewing and he had just one leg, Mr. Ewing, I can 
just see him yet, standing with this great big wheel thing, turning it round. 

 

Q. And who made, or mended, the family clothes? 

A. Oh my mother, yes. 

 

Q. And did you get many new clothes? 

A. Yes, we used to get, you know when at the change of the seasons, like springtime, used to go to 
Glasgow, my mother. And this was maybe when we were a wee bit older, and we would get a new outfit 
for the summer. And then when it came, then from autumn, we would get our new winter coat then, 
about that time. 

 

Q. Did you wear shoes or boots? 

A. Shoes. 

 

Q. How often did you get shoes? 

A. Well I suppose it was when we grew out of the ones. <..pause..> But she was very particular having 
worked in a shoe shop, she was awful particular about our shoes, <..pause..> hadn't to get small, and she 
watched our feet very carefully. 

 

Q. Did your mother ever pay anyone to help in the house? 
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A. No, the only time I remember anybody helping in the house, was when my sister was born, and she was 
born at home. And there was a nurse came to the house, and she stayed there for, I think it'd maybe be 
a week. And then after that, there was a lady who, I don't know if even my mother would pay her, she 
was more a friend. She used to come in and just see that the dinners were ready, and that sort of thing, 
and tidied up, but I don't really think my mother would ever pay her. I think my mother would do the 
same for her, when it was her, <..pause..> you know when she had had a baby. 

 

Q. Did your father ever help with the housework? 

A. Oh he used to wash the dishes, yes. And oh I mean, if my mother wasnae well or anything like that, he 
certainly would. But he could delegate jobs to the three of us, you know. He, <..pause..> (amused) 
wasnae a hard man at all, but he would say, "Well, you're able to do that now." <..pause..> We always set 
the table, all that kind of thing, ourselves, but, oh my father, yes. <..pause..> He always went for the coals 
and that sort of thing, you know, he always did that. 

 

Q. Did he ever take you out walks? 

A. Oh yes, yes. Often. We used to go long, long walks. My mother too, used to. <..pause..> And when it 
came time for picking brambles, we used to go away up, <..pause..> of course the country at that time 
was very much nearer than it is now, because it's all been built on, away up Whins of Milton, and 
roundabout there. But, oh we used to go for lovely walks, away up the Longline, that was our favourite 
walk. 

 

Q. And did he ever read to you and tell you stories? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What jobs did you have to do around the house? Did you have any special jobs? 

A. Well, I don't know whether it was by choice, or whether I was told to do it, but I loved doing the brasses. 
My father, he used to go to Dundee, to see his brother, and there was a, <..pause..> you know Dundee in 
these days, it was quite a, <..pause..> it was jute that was coming into the harbour there, and there were 
an awful lot of Indian things in sort of stalls along the side of the harbour, and <..pause..> it fascinated my 
father and he used to go. <..pause..> Nearly every time he came home he would have wee candlesticks 
or wee pots, brass. So we had a lot of brass in the house, and these were the kind of things that had to 
be cleaned, of course. And I liked doing that. 

 

Q. So that was your special job? 

A. Well, yes, I would say so. 

 

Q. And did your brother have to do things? <..pause..> 

A. My brother, <..pause..> well my brother's two years younger than I am, and yes, he did things. Maybe 
more helping my father with, <..pause..> my father had a bike, and he had a bike, and they used to be, 
<..pause..> you know they had a hut and they went out and cleaned the bikes and that sort of thing. My 
brother helped in the garden, in fact we all did. But, I would say that was the kind of thing my brother 
did. And my sister was eight years younger than I was, and to me, she didn't, <..pause..> well we were 
too, <..pause..> there was too big a gap to be really close friends. Although we are very close friends now. 
But, she seemed to, probably mother would think she wasn't able to do things that we did, you know. 
But, we all did something in the house. 

 

Q. Did you continue to do these things after you left school? 

A. Yes, I think so, yes. I used to help my mother with ironing a lot. 

 

Q. Do you remember what kind of meals you had as a child? 

A. They were quite substantial, in comparison with nowadays, I think, you know where there is usually 
maybe toast and tea at breakfast time. But we always, <..pause..> going out to school we used to have a 
roll and perhaps a fried egg in the roll, going out. It was always something hot, and in the wintertime we 
had porridge, going out in the morning. And when we came home from school at lunchtime, and there 
would be always soup and, I think it were maybe more sort of soup, and pudding at lunchtime, and then 
at teatime, it would be a high tea we would have then. I don't think we had much after. We used to drink 
a lot of milk. I think that was what we had going to our bed at night, it was milk, yes. 
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Q. And what was your favourite meal? 

A. Well, we got it so rarely, but I loved it. Fish and chips. (laughs) But that was a treat, we didn't get that 
often, you know. That was bought. (laughs) But I loved that. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you have anything different on Sundays? 

A. Oh usually we would have, yes. We would have maybe a, <..pause..> silverside was a great thing of my 
mother's, she liked silverside, and we always had potatoes and brussel sprouts and peas and that kind 
of thing. And a pudding, a nice pudding. 

 

Q. Did your mother eat well? 

A. Yes, she did when she was able, but my mother suffered, oh for years I can remember my mother being 
very sickly, and it turned out that it was a gall bladder that was the fault. That was a cause, and oh she 
didn't, you know she sort of picked at her food for a while, and then after she had the operation she was 
very much better. And funnily enough, I've had the same, I had a gall bladder operation about six, seven 
years ago. And I was pretty much the same, and that's what they always said, I was just the sort of 
same age and had the same sort of symptoms as my mother had. So it must be a thing that runs in the 
family! (laughs) My sister's always waiting for it to happen to her! (laughs) 

 

Q. Where did your parents do their shopping? 

A. Well my mother used to get an order from the Co-Operative every week. She had a book, and when we 
were going to the school, we'd hand in the book and it was on a Thursday, and the boy came with a 
barrow and a basket in it, or a box in it and that was our main. <..pause..> That was in St. Ninians, and 
they used to go to Stirling maybe on a Saturday, and buy, well, fruit and that sort of thing, we would get. 
And the bread we always got from the local baker, Kearn Wallace was the name of that. And we ate 
quite a lot of bread, but it was bought from the baker, not from the grocer, as things are nowadays, you 
know. 

 

Q. Did you actually go shopping with your mum and dad? 

A. Yes. I used to go with my mother. We used to go in to Stirling. 

 

Q. Where did they buy things like clothes and furniture? 

A. Well, clothes, as I say, we used to go to Glasgow about twice a year, and that was, <..pause..> my 
mother, I think she'd always been used to, <..pause..> she would go to Glasgow and she would go to 
Muirhead’s, and C & A and that was in Sauchiehall Street. I think she only knew Sauchiehall Street, 
Buchanan Street and Argyll Street. I think she wouldn't have ventured anywhere else in Glasgow, 
(laughs) but these three streets. But it was there that we used to go, and I used to get things in the C & 
A in Glasgow. But in Stirling, our school clothes we got in Stirling, and when I went to The High School, 
well it was Gavin’s was the shop in Stirling that had the school uniform. <..pause..> We used to go to 
MacAree’s a lot, that was another shop we went to for stockings and socks and underwear and that. 
There was no Marks & Spencer’s in these days. (laughs) Not in Stirling, anyway. 

 

Q. And did you celebrate special occasions like birthdays and Christmas? 

A. Oh yes, yes. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do on your birthdays? 

A. Well, we never had huge parties, but always had my best friend for tea and a cake my mother would 
make, and candies on it, and I was fairly happy with that. (laughs) 

 

Q. What about Christmas? 

A. Yes. I think we made more of Christmas after my sister was born, you see, she was that much younger, 
and, <..pause..> although we always celebrated, always put our stockings up and that. I don't think we 
ever got huge presents, but it was always a doll. My mother used to knit clothes for dolls, not for anyone 
else, just for our own, the two of us, and we used to get parcels. We had an uncle in Inverness and he 
used to send a parcel and, <..pause..> it was always a big wondering what he'll send this year, and one 
year we got a box and it was Crunchies, you know the Crunchies? And it was a huge, well to us, huge 
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box. Maybe there might have been a dozen or maybe two dozen bars in it, in this box. Oh we thought it 
was the most wonderful present we had ever seen! That was between us of course, you know. And 
then we had an aunt in Stenhousemuir and she always, <..pause..> she was a, <..pause..> I never knew my 
granny, you know, I never remembered her anyway, and to me she was my grandmother figure, and 
she always, <..pause..> it was usually clothes that we got from her, but, <..pause..> we always enjoyed 
Christmas. 

 

Q. And what sort of things did you have for your Christmas meal? 

A. My father used to know a chap who had a farm down at Millhall, and every year he used to give my 
father a hen. But he gave him it complete with feathers! (laughs) And I've got an awful horror of 
feathers, and I think it stems from these days, when my father used to appear with this bird with the 
feathers in it. And I think my mother just burst out every time because she had to pluck it! (laughs,) And 
she had a friend who used to do it for her but I can always remember the smell of the sort of singeing, 
you know after it was plucked. And then they sort of took a taper, and then we'd, <..pause..> Oh no! That 
would put me off completely. But yes we always had a special Christmas dinner. And steak pie at New 
Year, I always remember that. Big steak pie at New Year. 

 

Q. Did. your parents ever play games with you? 

A. Oh yes. You mean in the house? Like Ludo and Snakes and Ladders? Yes. And Tiddlywinks, and all 
these kind of things. Yes. They played with us a lot. 

 

Q. Did you have books to read at home? 

A. Yes, a lot of books, yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember what topics? 

A. Oh dear. Well when I got older I remember getting ‘Little Women’, and that was a great favourite. I used 
to read it and read it. I always seemed to be reading that if I was ill, you know, if I was in my bed for any 
reason, that was the one that I always seemed to go for. But I had a lot of different books, and I had 
school prizes which I liked. I liked schoolgirl stories, you know, and in fact I used to have a comic that I 
got and it was, oh dear, what was it called now? I don't remember, but it was all about a boarding 
school, <..pause..> and all the different things. It had other things in it too, but this was the sort of serial 
that was in it, you know. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you get a newspaper every day? 

A. Yes, my father always got ‘The Daily Record’ and ‘The Observer’ we used to get, of course it's a local 
paper. And my mother always got ‘The People's Friend’. And as children, we used to get ‘Tiny Tots’ that 
was the comic that we used to get. And then it went on to something else after that. It was a, <..pause..> 
you know, an older comic. I think I couldnae be bothered with it. But I've never been awful keen on 
comics. I never had a lot, <..pause..> I would rather have a book. (laughs) 

 

Q. So did you belong to the library? 

A. Yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. Were you ever taken out visiting neighbours and friends, and relatives? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Who used to take you? 

A. It was usually my mother I went with, because with my sister being younger, my father used to stay in 
with her, and I would go with my mother. <.pause..> It was to an old neighbour that she went quite a lot, 
in Stirling. My mother had been friendly with her when she lived in Stirling. And we used to go and see 
her quite regularly, and then she came to see my mother quite regularly. 

 

Q. Do you remember any other outings with your parents? 

A. Well I said my father was the Secretary of the Foresters, and every year, they used to have an outing, a 
bus run. And, oh they were really all friends, you know, because we knew them so well coming about 
the house to do with. <..pause..> And we used to go to places like Helensburgh, and Inveraray and, 



 1541

<..pause..> a day's outing in the bus. I thoroughly enjoyed it. And of course they had their family, their 
friends had their families with them too, we've got lots of photographs of when we used to go on these 
outings. 

 

Q. And did you ever have any holidays? 

A. Yes, we always went on holiday. We went to Aberdeen quite a lot, and, <..pause..>Aberdeen was a sort 
of, <..pause..> and then this uncle in Dundee, we used to go and see him on our holidays as well. Oh I 
would say we were away, every year we would go. And it was always my father's holidays, was always 
just when school got their holidays. It was always the next day. (laughs) We used to think that was 
wonderful! You just finished school one day and then went away on our holidays the next. 

 

Q. How long did your holidays last for usually? 

A. I think about ten days. My father liked to get back for a day or two before he started his work again, you 
know. I think it would be about ten, <..pause..> a week maybe sometimes, and ten days. <..pause..> 
Another place we went to was Leven. We went to Leven, twice I think we were there, and we were at 
St. Andrews, and Aberdeen was the place I seem to, <..pause> Campbelltown was another place we 
went to for our holidays, and we thought that was great because our name was Campbell. (laughs) And 
we went to Campbelltown. 

 

Q. Whereabouts did you stay when you were on holiday? 

A. Well, it was always in a house and it was 'a room with attendance’, that was what the sort of terms of 
the thing were. And what happened was that my mother bought in the food, and the landlady cooked it. 
That was how they did it when we went. 

 

Q. What sort of things did you do on holiday? 

A. Well if it was the seaside it was the normal, (laughs) down to the beach and we, <..pause..> of course that 
was quite different from where we lived you know, it was quite different. We loved the donkeys on the 
sands, and at Aberdeen there was a scenic railway and we were desperate to go on the scenic railway. 
My father was all for it, but my mother of course, wouldn't go. And I remember I was on it once, but I 
said, "Never again." I wouldnae go on it, my curiosity was satisfied, but no, I wouldnae have gone on it 
again. 

 

Q. Do you remember a wedding in the family? 

A. Oh yes! <..pause..> Our family, my mother and my father were the youngest of each of their families, so 
all our cousins were older than us, so we went to quite a lot of weddings, and I had three cousins in 
Stenhousemuir, they were married. And I was bridesmaid at one of the weddings, I was about fifteen by 
that time, and oh, it was lovely. We thoroughly enjoyed ourselves, but that was the one I would say I 
remember most, because of course I was bridesmaid at it. 

 

Q. Do you know what you wore?  

A. At that wedding? 

 

Q. Yes. 

A. I had a pink dress, a long dress, and it had a blue frill at the bottom of it, and net over the, I suppose, 
<..pause..> it would be net, over the, <..pause..> from the waist down, and hooped up so that you could see 
this blue frill. Oh it was beautiful! (laughs) I felt like a million dollars in it. (laughs) And I had a posy, a 
Victorian posy and it was beautiful. That was in Larbert old Parish Church they were married. 

 

Q. And so were the whole family there? 

A. Yes, yes. That was when we met everybody, you know, all the families. 

 

Q. And could you tell me how you spent Sundays in those days? 

A. Yes, well my father he was one who went in the morning, so we went to the church with him, and the 
Sunday School was after the church, and then in the afternoon, for a long time this happened, but then 
it sort of petered off. We went to, <..pause..> we would walk into Stirling, and the way we used to go was 
through ‘the haunted farm’ we called it, walked in, not the main road, we went away over the parks and 
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that sort of thing, and came out about the King's Park and then we used to go up The Back Walk, we 
would go to the cemetery to see our grandparents’ grave, up the Castle esplanade and back down to 
what is Raploch, but we called it ‘Old Raploch’ at that time. Ballangeich, you know, round the back 
there, and home on the bus. That was usually our Sunday afternoon. My mother didn't always go 
because well, my sister was younger and she couldn't walk that distance, but often my father and my 
brother and I used to go, and then in the evening I would maybe go to the church with my mother. My 
mother was very fond of The Baptist Church. And we had went there sometimes. 

 

Q. So you went to Sunday School. Can you remember what things you did there? 

A. Well, we had to learn a motto text, there was a, <..pause..> we had a wee book and it gave a reading and 
a wee text and you had to memorize that text and be able to say it to the teacher, and then there was 
the reading, she used to start at one side, we were all in a sort of semicircle, and we had to read a 
verse each of the, <..pause..> And then we used to have a hymn that we knew, and then a hymn that we 
were more or less learning. And that was Sunday School. 

 

Q. And did you go to any Sunday School outings? 

A. Yes, oh yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember any of them? 

A. During the war when transport was difficult, <..pause..> of course I was thirteen I think it was when the 
war broke out, fourteen, and we went in carts, away up The Longline, where I said we used to go for 
walks, and there would be a farmer up there who would give us [a] field, and then we had bags with 
buns in it and I think it'd maybe be milk we got. We had to take our own cup, which was usually a ‘tinnie’ 
sort of thing. (laughs) Although I was older, by that time. But before that, you know, when we could go, 
we used to go to, <..pause..> Doune Castle, we used to go, in the bus, for our Sunday School trip, and we 
once went to Edinburgh with the Sunday School, and I was exhausted that day because I think we did 
the Castle and Portobello and a whole lot of things all, (laughs) in one day. We were absolutely, 
<..pause..> terribly tired by the time we came home. (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you ever go to The Band of Hope? 

A. Well, I don't know whether it was The Band of Hope really. I used to go to The Sunbeam Guild, which 
wasn't, <..pause..> I didn't go regularly. I was only there about three times I think, and that was held in the 
Mission Hall in St. Ninians. And it was a Friday night or something. And we used to sing ‘Jesus wants 
me for a sunbeam’, that's about the only thing I can remember. I don't think I was very old actually, 
when I was there. Some of my older friends must have taken me, because I wouldnae have got out 
myself, (laughs) when I was that young, 

 

Q. Did you have different clothes on a Sunday? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. What kind? 

A. Well I had a dress always in the wintertime far a Sunday, and a different coat, well that was my winter 
coat yes. 

 

Q. On a Sunday? 

A. On a Sunday, yes. <..pause..> I didn't have a new one every year, but I would have, <..pause..> every 
second year. I grew out of it, that was the thing. But then my clothes came in for my younger sister 
when she grew up a bit. Although we had a cousin that always sort of fell heir to a lot of my clothes too. 
But I had something different on a Sunday from what I had the rest of the week. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers at night? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. That was every night? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. And was religion important to you? 

A. Oh yes, always has been yes. 

 

Q. As a child, who did you play with? 

A. Well, the girl that I played with, my best friend, I'm still her best friend yet (laughs) and she lives in 
Wallace Street in Stirling. She's a widow now, but we still meet once a week and we go out and have 
our lunch on a Friday. That's another of my ‘days’, you see! (laughs) And we've always been great 
friends, although in the interval, she went away to Dundee. Her husband had a shop in Dundee, and 
she was away for about seventeen years, but she always came in to see me when she was visiting her 
folks in Stirling. And then for health reasons, he had to come, <..pause..> he had to give up his shop, so 
he came back. So we're still great friends yet. 

 

Q. Did you play with your brother and your sister? 

A. Yes. My brother and I were quite close, you know there's just two years between us, and we did, 
<..pause..> we played, he played girls games with me, and I played boys games with him! (laughs) 

 

Q. And can you remember what sort of games you did play? 

A. Well, depending on the season, there was Skipping Ropes and there was Peever and ball games, and 
then when it came this time of year there was chestnuts, we used to play with chestnuts, and I used to 
play marbles with him, and, <..pause..> say it like that, there's nothing very interesting! (laughs) Though 
we had our bikes too. I didn't get a bike until I was twelve, and he had a bike, <..pause..> about the same 
time as I got mine, he got his and, well the roads were safer in these days, and we used play a lot on 
our bikes, and my friend as well. <..pause..> We, my friend and I, we used to have some marvellous 
games you know, in the hut we would have our shop or our ‘house’ and we used to play when we were, 
maybe, younger you know, but, <..pause..> and dolls and that sort of thing, prams and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Were you allowed to get dirty when you played? 

A. Oh yes, yes. We'd to get cleaned up when we came in, right enough! But we'd no objections to getting 
dirty. (laughs) 

 

Q. And did boys and girls often play the same sort of games? 

A. Yes, <..pause..> my friend had an older brother and I had a younger brother, she had a younger sister as 
well, but we all used to play together. 

 

Q. And were you allowed to play with anybody you wanted or were there sort of restrictions? 

A. No, just the kids roundabout, there was never anybody that we didn't play with, as far as I can 
remember. I wouldnae know, (laughs) if there was somebody I wasnae supposed to play with. (laughs). 

 

Q. How did you spend your free time, after school and at weekends? Did you have any special hobbies? 

A. Yes. We went through a spell of stamp collecting, I had that. But I mean it wasn't that serious thing at 
all. 

 

Q. What about scraps? 

A. Yes, oh yes. I always had a book with scraps. That was the kind of thing my auntie in Stenhousemuir, 
when she came, she would always bring something like that, scraps for me. And we exchanged with the 
girls that stayed around, you know, roundabout. 

 

Q. And you said you'd do the gardening, but was that because you had to, or did you actually do it as a 
hobby as well? 

A. No, not really, just sort of helping, more than doing it myself. We had a wee patch I suppose, that was 
supposed to be ours, (laughs) but, <..pause..> I always like to garden. I always liked working in the 
garden. 

 

Q. Did you ever have any pets? 
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A. We had a cat, Darkie, and Darkie was thirteen when he died. It was my mother's, <..pause..> I mean she 
had it. But when, years later, I would have been married by the time this happened, but there was a wee 
stray came, because my mother could never turn a wee stray away! (laughs) And, this wee cat was, 
<..pause..> they just called her ‘Pussy’ that was all. (laughs) We had that, and it was a very old cat and 
then my mother took in this stray, and it was never called anything else but Pussy, but Pussy was killed 
on the road. And she said she would never have another cat, but then as other strays came to the door, 
she would, <..pause..> there was never any, <..pause..> we had a budgie after that, but not, <..pause..> no 
more cats after that. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sports? 

A. I used to play tennis, that's where I met my husband. (laughs) At The King's Park, you know, there were 
tennis courts out there. We used to go and play tennis there, and, no, not many other, <..pause...> I 
didn't take hockey at school. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any Youth Organizations, like Guides and Brownies? 

A. No I wasn't in the Guides or the Brownies, but I was in the Guildry at the church, the Girls' Guildry. They 
were nearly all church orientated things, (laughs) that I had to do with, you know, staying in St. Ninians, 
because in these days Stirling was a long way from St. Ninians you know, and you had to go to Stirling 
for any other kind of recreation, you would say. <..pause..> And of course, when there was something on 
in St. Ninians you didn't bother going to Stirling, or you didn't get to go to Stirling! 

 

Q. Did you ever go to the pictures? 

A. Oh yes, yes. There was The Regal and The Picture House, and then The Allanpark, and when we were 
a lot younger, maybe seven, eight year olds, we used to go to The Picture House on a Saturday 
afternoon, to the matinée. My mother used to take us to the pictures, and then when we were older, The 
Regal was a favourite place because we used to go and have our high tea there, and then go to the 
pictures. And that was a really high day, to do that. (laughs) It wasn't every Saturday we did that, but, 
occasionally that was, <..pause..> You'd stand in a long queue for the restaurant and then a long queue 
for the pictures as well. 

 

Q. And can you remember what sort of things you saw at the cinema, pictures? 

A. Well, I suppose when I was younger I liked Mickey Mouse and cartoons, that kind of thing and then 
when we were older, it was more war time films that we saw, by that time. 

 

Q. Did you go to music halls? 

A. No. Well in Stirling there was only, <..pause..> there was The Alhambra in The Arcade, but it was only 
maybe at Christmas time I think, there was anything on there. Other than the local operatic society used 
to have their show, in The Alhambra in The Arcade, but I remember being a,  
Aside: Dave Willis was it? 
in the Arcade. You know, a sort of variety show, and that was maybe only three or four times a year 
though, it wasn't a regular thing. 

 

Q. Did your parents give you any pocket money? 

A. Yes. I used to get a shilling at the beginning, and when I started work I got two and six, (laughs) half a 
crown. Which I suppose I got back again really, <.pause..> before I went on my own ‘can’. They used to 
say, ‘go on your own can’, that was you kept your money and gave your mother something, you know. 
But, I think it was half a crown I remember getting, at the beginning. It went a long way half a crown in 
these days. 

 

Q. What did you spend your shilling on? 

A. What did I spend my shilling on? Probably a sixpenny saving stamp, (laughs) was one of the things! 
And, <..pause..> well, sweets and if anybody had a birthday to have something to, <..pause..> saved up, 
that was probably what the sixpenny saving stamp was for. 

 

Q. Were you given lessons by anyone before you went to school? 

A. No, not before I went to school, no. 
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Q. And how old were you when you first went? 

A. To school? Five. Five years old. 

 

Q. And what type of school was it? 

A. A primary school in St. Ninians. 

 

Q. What did you think of school? 

A. Oh I loved school. (laughs) 

 

Q. And you liked all the teachers? 

A. I did, yes. I did. They were all nice. 

 

Q. You were saying you liked one in particular? 

A. Yes, my first teacher, Miss Riney, yes. Oh she was a very, very nice person. She was a, <..pause..> I said 
it before, motherly sort of soul but just the type that a wee girl going to school for the first time would 
really appeal to. 

 

Q. What punishments were there? 

A. Well in the Primary School, there was the strap. Another thing they used to do, you used to be put 
outside the door if you were doing something terrible. 

 

Q. What subjects were you taught at school? 

A. Well just the usual, Reading and Writing, and Arithmetic and Knitting and Drawing, Sewing and Gym, or 
‘Drill’ we called it. 

 

Q. Were there any special clothes for DriII? 

A. No, I don't think we, <..pause..> I think, not when I started school, but by the time we came to the last 
class, or the second last class, we used to wear shorts for drill. We did, now that I remember. 

 

Q. And did boys and girls get the same subjects? 

A. Yes, other than knitting and sewing, they got, <..pause..> it would be the same sort of thing, Weaving I 
think was what they called it. As I say, it was my brother, <..pause..> I remember seeing that he had a mat 
which he had woven, you know. But they didn't get Woodwork or Joinery or anything like that at the 
Primary School. 

 

Q. What did you wear to school? 

A. A skirt or a gymslip. I used to wear my kilt sometimes, but that would be probably after it had gone past 
the first flush of newness, you know. (laughs) But I did wear, <..pause..> but it was usually a gymslip, 
navy-blue gymslip, and a blouse or a cardigan, jumper, that kind of thing. There was no school uniform 
in the Primary School. We didn't have to wear a school uniform. 

 

Q. Did you wear shoes or boots? 

A. Shoes. 

 

Q. And what about in winter? 

A. Clothes in the winter? 

 

Q. On your feet? 

A. Oh, yes, it was just shoes and, <..pause..> or Wellingtons. 

 

Q. Was everybody basically then dressed the same? <..pause..> In uniform? 
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A. Yes. Well there were differences, and some wore maybe woolly dresses rather than a skirt and a gym. 
<..pause..> But when we started off I think everybody would have on a gym dress and a blouse or a 
jumper of some sort, like that. 

 

Q. And can you remember what you did at playtime? 

A. We used to have very organized games at playtime. Although it wasn't organized by the school, but the 
children themselves. We used to have, <..pause..> when it was time for Peever, we would have six or 
eight of us who always played together, and same with Skipping Ropes, we would have that all 
organized. We used to go to our own ‘bit’ of the playground, you know, we ‘reserved’ a bit. (laughs) 
And, it was always awful good fun. In the wintertime when it was cold, we would have Skipping Ropes 
and that kept us warm, and, <..pause..> although if it was awful wet, you didn't, <..pause..> you only got out 
to the toilet and back in. The toilets were outside at that time. 

 

Q. Did you go on to another school after that? 

A. Yes, yes. I went to The High School, in Stirling that was, that’s the old High School, not the present High 
School. 

 

Q. That's the one at Spittal Street? 

A. That's Spittal Street, yes. That's right. 

 

Q. Did you have to pass any exams to get there? 

A. Yes you had to pass the Control Exam. The last class in the school was called the Control class, and 
you'd to pass the, <..pause..> I think you had to sit the Qualifying Exam and the Control Exam, and those 
who didn't pass the Control Exam, just the Qualifying, they went to Riverside School which was a 
Secondary School at that time. We had Primary as well, but it was mostly Secondary at that time. That 
was the predecessor to Wallace High. (laughs) 

 

Q. And what did you think of the school? The High School? 

A. I thought it was very old and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Very austere? <..pause..> 

A. Very, yes. And where St. Ninian’s School, <..pause..> I think it was just the fact that it had just been newly 
painted before I left, but it was a bright school, you know. And you went to the High School and 
everything was all dusty and drab and very brown. (laughs) That's my recollection of it. And the desks 
were dreadful. They were all gouged out, initials and all that sort of thing. <..pause..> Of course that was 
the, <..pause..> it had a history The High School, you know. It was a, <..pause..> had a good name, it was a 
good school. And a lot of the teachers were old, to my eyes anyway, very old. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. Yes, I got to like them very much, but they were, <..pause..> so different from having the same teacher all 
the time, you know, you went from a Maths teacher to an English teacher to a French teacher, and they 
were all new to you, at that time. It took a wee while to settle down, I felt, at The High School. 

 

Q. Were the punishments the same, or? <..pause..> 

A. Well they still had the strap, and you had to go to the Rector I think, for the strap, if I remember 
correctly. I was never there! (laughs) But they also had lines, they used to dole out lines if you were, you 
know, anything you had done wrong, or hadn't done, or anything. 

 

Q. Did you ever get lines? 

A. Yes, I got lines, yes. I forgot to do my homework one night because I forgot to take my homework book 
home with me! (laughs) It was the only time, mind you. (laughs) 

 

Q. So what subjects did you take at The High School? 

A. I had, <..pause..> I was in a 'B' class, but that was all girls in my class, 'A' was. the boys’ class, 'B' was the 
girls’ class. And we had, <..pause..> we took Latin and French, and 'C' class and 'D' class just had one 
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language, but that was the only difference. But, for Science and Music, we went together with the 'A' 
class, let the boys and girls together, it was Science and music that we had. There was another subject, 
Art, we used to have for,<..pause..> where we had double, you know, a bigger class, and it was the boys. 

 

Q. Did the boys and girls get basically the same subjects? 

A. Yes. Other than, <..pause..> we had Domestic Science, where we got, <..pause..> I think how it worked, we 
had for one term, we had Cookery, which included Baking, and then the next term, that was half the 
class would get that, <..pause..> we would have Sewing and Knitting, you know. And while we had that, 
the boys had Woodwork, and Metalwork, I think was the other thing that they had. 

 

Q. And was there a special uniform for the High School? 

A. Yes, it had a nice, it was a nice uniform, it was a navy blue gymslip with the school badge on it, and we 
had cream blouses with blue, <..pause..> short-sleeved blouses with blue trimming on the sleeve, and 
blue collars and blue ties, with our House colour, a strip of it on the, <..pause..> And then we had our 
blazers as well, with our school badge on it. There was also a beret, which had a tassel, and the tassel 
was the colour of your House. 

 

Q. Oh, on your tassel? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Do you remember the names of the Houses? 

A. Yes. I was in Randolph, and it was purple, our colour. Stuart was another House, it was green, 
Snowdon was yellow and Douglas was red. And that was the four Houses. I think they still have the 
same ones yet, in The High School, but then it's out at Torbrex now, the school. 

 

Q. Do you remember what you did at playtime, in The High School? 

A. Yes, we used to go to the luncheon room, and we used to be able to buy sweets there. I'm not saying I 
had sweets everyday, but I did have my Milk Flake, (laughs) which I enjoyed. There was such a great 
big crowd at the High School in comparison with what had been at the Primary School, and it was, 
<..pause..> I don't know, <..pause..> have you ever been in The High School, at Spittal Street? It's a 
quadrangle they have, so that it was very much enclosed, and on the dry days, groups, mostly maybe, 
fourth, fifth and sixth years, would walk up and down the quadrangle, and you didn't, <..pause..> if you 
came sort of face to face with bigger ones, you gave way to bigger ones, you know. But when it was 
wet, there were corridors, a top corridor and a bottom corridor, and that was where you sort of walked 
back and forward. Nothing like the, <..pause..> it was more regimented, I think in these days, than what 
the schools are nowadays, from what I can gather anyway. But there wasn't the same freedom about 
playing games or anything like that, because there wasn't room, you know. It was very much a smaller 
area that we had to play in. 

 

Q. Did you go on to any other education, further education, after that? 

A. Well, I went to a Commercial College in the town, Miss Simpson's. 

 

Q. Was that evening classes or? <..pause..> 

A. Evening classes, yes. It was a College during the day too, but I got a job when I left school, and I went 
to the evening classes, to Miss Simpson's, twice a week it was I went. 

 

Q. And how old were you when you left? <..pause..> 

A. Fifteen. 

 

Q. Would you have stayed longer, if you had the chance? 

A. No, I did have the chance but I didn't want to stay any longer. I don't know whether it was getting too 
much for me! (laughs) <..pause..> I had a lot of things that I did, I was at music, and I was at, <..pause..> 
you know, I had other things that I went to, and I think I was going to have to give up an awful lot if I 
stayed on at school. But I really didn't want to stay on at school, I think possibly because most of my 
friends left in that year, you know. There were a lot went on, but some of them, some of my friends left 
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then. So I didn't stay on after I was fifteen. If I hadn't got a job, I suppose I would have gone back, but, 
<..pause..> my father wanted me to stay on. 

 

Q. What was your first full-time job? 

A. In an insurance office, in the town, but I only was there for nine months. 

 

Q. So where were you after that? 

A. In a Chartered Accountant's office, and I started there just immediately after I left the insurance, 
<..pause..> I left the one to go to the other, you know. And it was through the Commercial College that I 
got this other job. It was an office which had a big turnover actually, you know, there was a lot of people 
went, became really well trained in that kind of work, in clerical work, and then we'd go off to a better 
paid job. That was what happened, there was a big turnover, a lot of people have worked in that office, 
you know. But I liked it, I always liked the kind of work that I had there. 

 

Q. And can you describe what you did? 

A. We had, <..pause..> I had to, at the beginning, help in auditing client's books and you would get very small 
businesses to start off with, but you had to check all their transactions and had to add in my head. 
(laughs) Pages and pages of entries, and then if it didn't agree with the client's answer or the totals, we 
got the adding machine to check them with, but only to check, we couldn't do the thing, we had always 
to do it in our head, and that's why we had such a good training, in that office. It was a really good office 
to train in. But then you went on to more complicated things after. And then, by the time I was finished I 
mean I was doing balance sheets and profit and loss accounts and right up to that point. So, it was 
interesting because you hardly got two clients who had the same kind of business, it was, <..pause..> you 
only had farmers and you had joiners and local people all around and, it was really an interesting job. 

 

Q. How did you get it? 

A. How did I get the job? Well it was through Miss Simpson's at College. 

 

Q. And how did you learn it? 

A. From people who were there. And they were accountants, but not Chartered Accountants, but then 
there were so many of them away to the army, the navy and the air-force that it was really more or less 
pretty unqualified people who were left, older people, you know who would be past the age for going to 
the army. There were quite a lot of old men in the office. But they knew their work, and they saw to it 
that you did your work. (laughs) The real ‘old school’ you know. 

 

Q. Can you remember what hours you worked? 

A. From nine 'til five, with an hour and a quarter for lunch. And from nine 'til twelve on a Saturday. 

 

Q. Did you have any holidays with pay? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. And can you remember what you were paid? 

A. Yes, about, <..pause..> I think it was a £l when I started in that office, but I got a raise quite, I think it was 
only six months there when I got a raise. 

 

Q. So you got a raise if you? <..pause..> 

A. If your boss thought you were worth it, yes. I remember getting a £l of a rise one time, but that was 
when I went from accountancy to tax. They asked if I would be interested in going on to tax, so I said, 
"Yes.". So that was, <..pause..> it was a different kind of job, but it was very interesting too. It had to do 
with clients' dividends and claiming the tax back from dividends; people, retired people with a lot of 
money, you know, they lived on their income, their taxed income and, oh it was a very interesting job. I 
thoroughly enjoyed it, I helped with filling up income tar, returns and sending out letters and asking them 
to send in their interest and all that sort of thing. And you met a lot of clients in that job. You didn't do it 
in accountancy so much, but you did in the taxation department. 
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Q. So you've got good memories about your work, and you did really enjoy it? 

A. Yes, I enjoyed my work, I enjoyed it very much. 

 

Q. Did you give any of your wages to your mother? 

A. Yes, I gave her the whole lot at the beginning, but she decided that I should keep my wages and paid 
her for my keep. (laughs) Imagine ten shillings a week now for our keep! (laughs) 

 

Q. And what did you spend your money on? 

A. Well saving up for things, and when it came to clothes, you know, buying clothes and that sort of thing, 
my mother still, <..pause..> I maybe would put something towards it, but I don't think I ever had to buy my 
own things, but, <..pause..> just things that I needed sort of, <..pause..> A lot of my friends smoked, but I 
didn't. (laughs) But, <..pause..> we used to go to dances and different things, and then we had coming 
into Stirling, you know, from St. Ninians, I think it was three halfpennies or something the bus fare was. 
(laughs) 

 

Q. So you still lived at home at this time? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. Can you remember what other jobs there were in your office? 

A. Well there was, <..pause..> I was in the clerical side, but there were typists as well in the office, but other 
than that there was just you know the, <..pause..> they were all pretty much that way, there was nothing 
else really in the office other than clerical and typists. 

 

Q. And did men and women both work together in the office? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Did you get on well with the people that you worked with? 

A. Yes, very well, yes, <..pause..> a lot of good friends. 

 

Q. And so you felt that you could relax with the people, that they were your friends? 

A. Oh yes, yes that's right. 

 

Q. Did you ever go out anywhere with the people from your work? 

A. Yes, oh yes, we used to go out. I had a friend who stayed at Deanston, that's near Doune you know, 
and she used to, <..pause..> if there was a dance on in Doune, I would go out to Doune and stay the night 
there and go to the dance there. And if we had anything on, well, I had a lot to do with the church and 
there was a lot of church things, you know, dances and things and she would come and stay the night 
at our place. It was all, we were all very friendly, four of us still meet, who all worked together. Meeting 
again on Friday actually, so. <..pause..> (laughs) 

 

Q. Was there a presentation when someone retired? 

A. Yes, <..pause..> and anybody got married, there was also a presentation for that as well. 

 

Q. Now did your employers treat you? 

A. <..pause..> Well we treated them with great respect and they did too, they treated us with respect. But 
they were very friendly, they were, <..pause..> if you did your job well, they really thought a lot of you, you 
know. <..pause..> Yes, we all got on very well. 

 

Q. Was there a Trade Union? 

A. No. 

 

Q. And how did you feel about the actual work you did? Did you find it difficult or? <..pause..> 
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A. It was difficult until you got into the way of it, and then it just became routine after that. But, as I say, it 
wasn't boring work, it was interesting work. It was really, <..pause..> I enjoyed my work I must say, I 
always did enjoy my work. 

 

Q. And how long did you do this work for? 

A. Eight years, from I was sixteen 'til I was twenty four when I got married. 

 

Q. And was it usual to stay on or leave when you were married? 

A. A lot depended on circumstances, if you were moving from the district of course you would, <..pause..> 
leave. But I stayed on. I think if I remember right, they asked me to stay on because there was an awful 
staff shortage in these days, and I stayed on 'til the following spring. Got married in the July and it was 
the following spring before I left. 

 

Q. And why did you leave? 

A. Because I was pregnant. 

 

Q. Would you have preferred another type of occupation or were you perfectly happy with? <..pause..> 

A. Oh I was happy, very happy, yes. 

 

Q. So after that you had a child? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Going back to when you first started work, how did you spend your free time? 

A. With, <..pause..> well I had, I was still at music I think at that time, and then I was in the church choir, and 
I was in the Girls' Guildry, and I was at night school twice a week, so that more or less made up my 
week. So, <..pause..> and it was at the weekends, well sometimes we would come to Stirling and maybe 
go to the pictures, and a Sunday was made up with church and Sunday School. I was a Sunday School 
teacher when I was about eighteen I think, and, <..pause..> 

 

Q. What sort of ages did you teach? 

A. It was the very first class, I used to play the piano at Sunday School. The infants, you know, the wee 
ones, and I played the piano for them, so that was during the service. It was while the mothers and 
fathers were at the church, and we had the wee’est ones and then afterwards it was a wee bit bigger, I 
think it would be juniors by that time. I still see some of my class, (laughs) that I had in these days, 
(laughs) they're quite middle-aged now! (laughs) 

 

Q. And do you think religion meant more to you after childhood? 

A. Yes, I think as I grew older that it meant more to me. But I always had been used with, <..pause..> well my 
father was an organist for a start, and that, <..pause..> you were orientated into, <..pause..> Sunday was put 
aside, you know for church and all the different organizations connected with the church. 

 

Q. Did you ever take an interest in politics? 

A. No, not at all, no. 

 

Q. Did you ever go on holiday? 

A. Oh yes, yes. Every year we went on holiday. 

 

Q. Did you go with any friends? 

A. Yes, after I was working in the office and had made friends there and, <..pause..> one particular friend I 
did go on holiday with her, more than once, and we went to Aberdeen. And, <..pause..> oh we had good 
holidays really, up 'til that point I had gone with my folks, but after that, it was friends that I would go 
with. 

 

Q. And how long did you stay away on holiday? 
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A. Maybe about a week, ten days. I don't think, <..pause..> I believe we were a fortnight once or twice but 
that was the whole of your holidays, and I think I had been used to, <..pause..> well my father always liked 
to be home a day or two before he went back to work, and I think I felt the same. 

 

Q. And what sort of things did you do on holiday? 

A. Well, swimming and sunbathing if it was sunny, <..pause..> we went dancing, and shows if we were in a, 
<..pause..> well the likes of Aberdeen, there was always a show on there, and it was all much bigger than 
anything that we had been used to in Stirling. We hadn't been, <..pause..> I really didn't go to much in 
Stirling at all, it was really in St. Ninians that I went to anything, and anything in St. Ninians was in the 
church hall, (laughs) which you might say, you know, so, I was away in the big city when I went to 
Aberdeen! (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you make any new friends at this time? 

A. Yes, oh yes. There was people that I had, you know, not known up until that point, and we did make 
friends quite a lot. 

 

Q. Were there any special places where young men and women could meet? 

A. Well, just talking about Stirling as a place itself, on a Sunday we used to walk into Stirling, and if it was 
in the winter, we would go to Fortes for a coffee. There were other places that you could go. 

 

Q. And whereabouts was that? 

A. You know where the Fishbowl is, at the Thistle Centre, one of the entrances to the Thistle Centre? Well 
that was Fortes, and you went, it was an Italian <..pause..> shop, and a café up the stair, and we used to 
have our coffee there, and meet our friends and wave to the boys and, (laughs) meet the boy. Oh yes, 
<..pause..> it was, <..pause..> and then in the summertime it was milkshakes and ice cream that we used to 
have. But there were other places, we used to go to Causwayhead and meet people there. And Bridge 
of Allan was another place that we used to go to. 

 

Q. And did your parents meet your friends? 

A. Yes. Oh yes. We used to bring them home, and my father and mother knew a lot of them, you know, 
maybe sons and daughters of people that they knew. Stirling is a place like that in these days. 

 

Q. And did they expect to know where you were all the time? 

A. Yes, oh yes. And a deadline for being in at night. 

 

Q. And what time was that? 

A. Well, I think maybe half-past nine was a kind of, <..pause..> at that time would be, <..pause..> if you were at 
a dance, that was different, but you'd always to say, well you had to be home by maybe eleven, if you 
were at a dance. That's in St. Ninians, I'm talking about, you know. But we didn't have the ‘phone at that 
time, but I think we had to be jolly sure we were going to be on the last bus anyway. (laughs) 

 

Q. What age were you when you were married? 

A Twenty-four. 

 

Q. And how long had you known your husband? 

A. Oh well, I had a problem about that, it was about six years I think. 

 

Q. And what age was your husband? 

A. Same age. He's just months older than I am, but, basically he was the same age. 

 

Q. And you met him playing tennis? 

A. That's right, yes. 

 

Q. And where did he come from? 
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A. Stirling, in Union Street in Stirling. 

 

Q. So was he from the same sort of background as you? 

A. Yes, very much so. 

 

Q. And did you get engaged? 

A. Yes, we were engaged for a year and a half before we got married. 

 

Q. Did you manage to get things like furniture okay for setting up home? 

A. Yes, yes, we did. There were units, you know, I can't just remember now what it was, but you could only 
get so many units, and you had used up some by buying, say a dining room suite and a bedroom suite. 
But that was just about the fundamental, (laughs) you know, that was the, <..pause..> just basic things 
that you could buy new. But then, oh my mother gave me furniture, that I needed, you know, for my 
house too. We were very lucky, I worked in this office you see, and, <..pause..> they were factors for a lot 
of property, and it was through that that I got, <..pause..> we got this room and kitchen, which we thought 
was a palace, (laughs) when we got it first. 

 

Q. Can you remember the wedding presents you got? 

A. Yes, we had a lot of wedding presents, and we got an awful lot of sheets and pillowcases and towels, 
but everything was white. There were hardly any coloured things, and we had a terrible job getting 
china, we couldn't get china, you know. That was a sort of traditional present from the bridesmaid, and 
my mother managed to get a half set of coloured china, and that was my wedding china. But it was 
almost impossible to get, and that was after the war, it was four years after the war, but things hadn't got 
back to normal. I mean, there was still rationing when we got married in 1949, so, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Can you describe the wedding? 

A. Yes. We were married in July, so it was a summer wedding, and it was a lovely day, and it was in St. 
Ninian’s old Parish Church, and I had a white dress; it wasn't a satin dress, it was, <..pause..> can't 
remember what kind of material it was, but it was, <..pause..> it hung beautifully. And it was very plain, on 
Princess lines, and it had, I think, now that I think, it had about forty buttons, you know between the 
ones down the back, and the ones up the sleeve and all covered in the same material as the dress. And 
I had my cousin's wedding veil, and I got a new headdress for myself, this was ‘something old, 
something new’, sort of thing you know, and white satin shoes, and, (laughs) it was lovely. And my 
sister was my bridesmaid, and she wore pink taffeta, and, <..pause..> with a blue frill on it, and she was 
lovely. She had flowers, carnations in her hair and, I had roses, she had carnations for her bouquets. 

 

Q. And where did you have the reception? 

A. Oh, in The Golden Lion in Stirling. 

 

Q. And how many people went to the wedding? 

A. I'm not very sure, I think about fifty. Roundabout that, I think it would be about that. 

 

Q. Did you have a honeymoon? 

A. Yes, we went to Oban for our honeymoon. 

 

Q. And what was your husband's job, when you were married? 

A. A dental mechanic. 

 

Q. Did he have any other jobs, before or after that? 

A. No, he had been a dental mechanic when he left school, and then he was called up for the army, and 
he had been away for four or five years in the army, and then he had to come back and finish his 
apprenticeship after that. He was a dental mechanic until David was about three or four, and then he 
worked just for a dentist. And this man, his business you know, when the National Health thing started 
and everybody got free dentistry you know done. He was terribly busy and then it sort of fell away, and 
the first thing he did was put my husband on a three-day week, when he wasn't busy, when, you know. 
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<..pause..> And he was, <..pause..> well we couldn't live on what he was getting for three days, so he had 
to leave there, and he got a job at Bridge of Allan with Kork & Seal it was called at that time, but it's now 
United Glass, so he was there for, oh twenty, oh I don't know how many years. <..pause..> Twenty-eight 
years, something like that. And then he was made redundant and he didn't have a job for about six 
months, and then he got a job, his present job, he's a security man now.  

 

Q. And you continued to work until your baby was born? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And how did your husband feel about you working? 

A. Oh we were, <..pause..> it was quite mutual, I just carried on. And in fact, they asked me if I would stay 
on, you know, in the office. 

 

Q. And how did you manage financially without your wage? 

A. Well we just had to adjust to our, <..pause..> but we did miss my wage, <..pause..> but we managed all 
right. 

 

Q. And did you have any jobs after you gave this one up? 

A. Not until the children were a good age, and then my former employer asked me to come back, on a 
part-time basis, so I did. But I did it so's that the hours I was working worked in with the school hours, so 
I worked four hours a day but it was two hours in the morning, and two hours in the afternoon. 

 

Q. And what happened in the holidays? 

A. Well between my hours being you know, what they were and my mother, she used to help me out, and 
sometimes the children went to her, and others times she came and stayed with, <..pause..> no, not 
stayed but, came in the morning and, och, they usually went away to Dunfermline or, (laughs) Dunblane 
or somewhere like that. my mother thoroughly enjoyed herself with them! (laughs) They were her only 
grandchildren at that time, so, <..pause..> 

 

Q. And where did you live after you were married? 

A. In Lower Bridge Street in a flat, in Lower Bridge Street. 

 

Q. Can you describe your first house? 

A. Yes, it was just two rooms and it was a, <..pause..> the kitchen was, <..pause..> very big rooms they were, 
lovely big rooms, and, <..pause..> but the kitchen had a sink in the kitchen at the window, and it had a, 
what would have been, a bed recess at one time, but we had it with our dining room table and chairs in 
there, and the sideboard was just at the side of it, and, <..pause..> we still had plenty of room, you know, 
there was loads of room. And of course, it was a coal fire in these days. And we had a wee hall, not big, 
with a big cupboard. We had everything in that cupboard! (laughs) And then we had a bedroom, which 
was a good-sized bedroom, and we'd a lovely view of the Ochils from there, really super. Mind you, 
across the road was a pub, but we could look over the pub, we didnae need to look at that! (laughs) I 
cannae mind what it was called now the pub across the road, but we had a lovely view of the hills. 
Wherever I've lived, we've had a nice view of the hills, so, it was a nice place, everybody was very 
friendly, and I had awful nice neighbours. 

 

Q. And where did you live after that? 

A. In Stewart Square, we went to Stewart Square when David was ten, and it was a brand new Council 
house, and it was very nice, it was a really nice house, if it had been anywhere else, but I'm afraid I 
didn't like the locality, you know, so we just stayed there three years. But by that time anyway, David 
was thirteen and he was needing a room of his own, and we only had two bedrooms there, so we 
actually exchanged with a lady who stayed here, and she was looking for a smaller house, so we 
exchanged with her, so we've been here ever since. 

 

Q. And so you had two children? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. And what years were they born? 

A. David was born in October 1950, and Catherine was born in September 1953. 

 

Q. And was that the number of children that you wanted? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And did you know anything about birth control in those days? 

A. No, not at all, no. 

 

Q. So there was nothing like that, no advice available? <..pause..> 

A. I suppose it might have been available, if we had wanted it, but we never, <..pause..> we didn't have any. 
<..pause..> 

 

Q. And did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. Yes, I did, because I went to classes. You know, before, while I was attending the, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Pre-natal classes? 

A. Yes, yes, that's right, yes. 

 

Q. So you were learning how to breathe and things? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

 

Q. And did you read any books about birth, or looking after babies? 

A. Yes, I did. 

 

Q. Did you find that a help? 

A. Yes, I did. Although I had a very good teacher, my mother was very good, she was, <..pause..> I mean 
she wasn't a nurse or anything like that but she knew how to tell you a thing without making you 
frightened, you know. (laughs) 

 

Q. Yes. And were your children born in hospital or at home? 

A. Yes, in hospital, in Stirling. 

 

Q. What happened when one of the children was born, did you get lots of help from your family? 

A. Well actually I went home to my mother's because I had quite a bad time when my son was born. He 
was a big baby, and, he was nine pounds three actually, <..pause..>and I had to have a spinal injection 
when he was born, I didn't bring him home myself, and he, <..pause..> I was pretty, <..pause..> I was in 
hospital for a fortnight, I think after he was born, so I went home to my mother's and she helped. And I 
stayed there a fortnight before, <..pause..>she had more sort of, <..pause..> her house was more modern 
than mine was, you know, more things that, <..pause..> she could do for me at home rather than coming 
in. And I hadn't the room, really, to put her up, so, but, <..pause..> I stayed there for about a fortnight 
before I went home. 

 

Q. And did you have any medical help at the birth? 

A. Insofar as? <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was there a doctor? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. <..pause..> Or was it just a midwife, or nurse? 

A. No, it was the doctor. It was Dr. Greig, who was the, well, <..pause..> Chief of Maternity I think he was at 
that time. But, <..pause…> he was there when David was born. 
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Q. And how did you feed your first baby? 

A. Breast-fed. 

 

Q. And, so if you needed advice, you asked your mother? 

A. First, that's right, yes. And my mother-in-law too, both of them, they were very, very supportive, always 
helped, yes. My mother-in-law stayed not far from us, because she stayed in Union Street, but they 
were all, <..pause..> they were both very good at helping. 

 

Q. And how much did your husband have to do with the children when they were young? 

A. Oh, an awful lot. He was, <..pause..> he was daft on children, and babies, you know he loved them, and 
he always used to, <..pause..> to let me go to church on a Sunday morning, he always took them away 
when they were small, you know; take them away for a walk and that sort of thing, and yes, he was 
very, very good indeed. And did a lot of housework, if I was, <..pause..> I didn't keep terribly well after 
David was born, I took a long time to get over it, but, <..pause..> as a matter of fact, I thought David was 
going to be the only child. (laughs) At that time, they had said, "If you have another one, you'll need to 
have, you know you would need to make sure it wasn't such a big baby." <..pause..> That was really what 
they meant, so when Catherine was coming, she was very much smaller, she was just over six pounds, 
so, big, big difference with that. <..pause..> 

 

Q. And what kind of medical care was there, at this time, if you were ill? Did you have to pay for a doctor? 

A. No, no, you see, 1953 you were at this time, so it was N.H.S. by that time, yes. 

 

Q. And what were the doctors like in those days? 

A. Well, Doctor Jack was our doctor, and he was a very, <..pause..> he was an elderly, <..pause..> well I 
thought of him as an elderly man, I don't suppose he would be that, <..pause..> well he was old when he 
died, right enough. But he had been our family doctor since I was a child, so I knew him, and he knew 
us, in fact he was my husband's doctor as well, so we always had great, <..pause..> he had a great 
interest in us, you know. We always got on awful well with our doctors, in fact when he died, our present 
doctor, Doctor Kennedy, I think he came just at that point, you know, and we've always just kept with 
the same practice, since then.  

 

Q. And how did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? 

A. Well, we budgeted for necessities, and tried to save quite a bit, and actually when his job finished as a 
dental mechanic, that was a bit of a blow, because in these days, there was no redundancy or anything 
like that, so, <..pause..> But he wasn't long in getting another job, and it turned out to be, <..pause..> it 
wasn't his trade, but it turned out quite well in the end, you know. 

 

Q. Did you know how much your husband earned? 

A. Oh yes, yes, I got his pay packet, he never opened it, <..pause..> handed it to me. 

 

Q. So how much did he earn? 

A. Oh dear, I'm no' very sure if I could remember that now. We used to have a book which we wrote 
everything in, but, I think I remember when we got married, his pay was about £8 10s.0d, roundabout 
that, when we got married, but not long after we got married, he got a good rise, you know, I think that 
was because we had got married. (laughs) Or maybe it was when David was born, it might have been 
then, but we did get a big increase. But when he went to United Glass, he certainly got far bigger pay 
than he had had as a dental mechanic. And when he was a dental mechanic he worked in 
Stenhousemuir, so he had travelling, over and above, you know, his work. So when he went to work in 
Bridge of Allan, he didn't have the same, <..pause..> well he had to have a ‘season’ on the train, going to 
Larbert, but, <..pause..> we certainly, <..pause..> we had an awful lot more when he went to United Glass to 
work. 

 

Q. So you paid all the bills, since you got all the wages? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. And how did you both decide the money should be spent on things like new furniture or clothes? 

A. Well, we never, ever had new furniture, other than when the children needed a bed, you know, like after 
they came out of the cot, and I mean, when David was born, I know that the cot, <..pause..> it was my 
mother that gave us the cot, and I think, <..pause..> or was it that they gave us the pram, and my mother-
in-law gave us the cot? It was something like that, we didn't need to buy anything. 

 

Q. How did you manage when your husband was say, ill, or out of work? 

A. Well he only was out of work for about a fortnight, that was the only time that he was out of work, and 
well, we had enough to keep us going. And when he was ill, he was paid actually, so we didn't have 
worries like that. But we always had something at our back, you know, we saved, and had something. 

 

Q. And so, did you feel that you had to struggle to make ends meet ever? 

A. Yes, oh yes, it wasn't done without a good deal of planning and well we did without if we felt we couldn't 
afford things, you know. But, we didn't live beyond our means, ever, but we've never been scraping the 
bottom of the barrel, you know. 

 

Q. If any neighbours were ill or you know, in bed, did everybody rally round and help out? Was there that 
sort of an atmosphere? 

A. I would say in our first house that was, but then we were in closer proximity at that time, you know. 
There were three in our same landing, and that was when I had my children, and they were awful kind, 
and their husbands were so good, because being in the top flat, I had to get a pram up and down the 
stairs, and both their husbands, <..pause..> I'd only just to knock at the door and say, "Could I have 
hand?" and they would be away helping me with the, <..pause..> And the same, we had a coal fire of 
course there and if they saw me coming up, maybe if my husband was working late on anything, but if 
they saw me at the coal cellar, they were down. Awful helpful. In our other houses, we didn't have that 
kind of neighbour, but they were, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Do you think yourself a member of a class, middle class, working class? 

A. Oh well, I suppose we're working class people, but, <..pause..> I've got my standards, that I wouldn't go 
below, you know. 

 

Q. Did people do their shopping mostly in corner shops or in the town? 

A. Nowadays? 

 

Q. When you were young? 

A. When I was young? Yes, I would think I did more in, <..pause..> yes, once a week, I would probably have 
shopping in the town, and then after that, I would either be in the village at St. Ninians or in the Cowane 
Street shops. Well there were more shops than that in, <..pause..> when we were there, than there are 
now. 

 

Q. Did any local shops give credit? 

A. Yes, I think they did. 

 

Q. To anybody, or were there certain? <..pause..> 

A. Well, I don't know really. I never had credit, I never. <..pause..> But there were shops where you saw ‘No 
Credit’ you know, in grocers and that kind of thing. 

 

Q. Can you remember any pawn shops being in Stirling? 

A. Yes. Well I've seen them in Baker Street, and, yes, Baker Street that's where I've seen them. 

 

Q. So would you say that your area was a friendly neighbourhood or was there any? <..pause..> 

A. Yes,  we've always lived in very friendly, <..pause..> up 'til the present, yes. 

 

Q. You'll have plenty of memories of The Second World War? <..pause..> 
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A. Yes. 

 

Q. Well, can you tell me about the rationing and how you managed? 

A. Yes well, we were, <..pause...> we always managed perfectly well, and before I was married, you know, 
when I was at home, we all gave up our sugar ration, none of us other than my father took sugar, and it 
left my mother with sugar for making jam and that kind of thing, so we didn't have, <..pause..> that's when 
we stopped taking sugar in tea and that sort of thing. And well, my mother always used to say she was 
sorry for me at my age, because it was when I was a teenager that clothes were rationed and you 
couldn't get the variety of things, you know, a lot of things that you couldn't get. My sister, <..pause..> it 
was after the war, before she remembered what a banana was like, you know, that's the kind of things, 
(laughs) but then that was just because it was war-time. But, we'd a lot of happy memories of the war 
too, because I think everybody was closer in these days you know. 

 

Q. And was family life any different during the war? 

A. It wasn't in our family, because my father never was away in the army or anything, and my brother was 
too young to go in, and because I in the job I was in, I was exempt because we used to do Ministry of 
Food jobs, and that exempted me. I used to have to go every now and again for an interview, just to 
make sure that you were still doing ‘Work of National Importance’, that was how it was put, you know. 
But, we weren't, <..pause..> as a family, I mean I had uncles and cousins who were in the army, and my 
husband, well he wasn't my husband at that time, but he was in the, <..pause..> he was in France, he was 
wounded in France, and, <..pause..> well that made life different then, because, (laughs) your boyfriend 
was away, you know. But, <..pause..> we had happy memories of, <..pause..> war-time. But there was sad 
ones too, because an awful lot of the boys that I was at school with were killed and, <..pause..> when you 
look at a photograph and realize you know, how many of there were. But, <..pause..> I think, I cannae 
really think of anything. I mean we did have a bombing in Stirling, but I'm afraid I never heard. (laughs) 

 

Q. Do you remember the blackout? 

A. Oh the blackout, yes. My father was a Special Constable and he was you know, on duty and that sort of 
thing. And I'd always say I was always quite glad when he was on duty because if he knew I was out, 
say at night school or anything like that, he would meet the bus I was coming off and walk up the road 
with me, and that kind of thing, because it was pitch dark, it was awful, there were no street lights or 
anything at all. Even the cars had only wee slits for their, <..pause...> you know they had a thing on the 
headlamp which directed the light onto the ground just enough to let them see if there was anybody 
coming or not. But then there wasn't the traffic that there is nowadays. 

 

Q. Thank you very much. 
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1926 Domestic Service; Shop Worker; Munitions Factory During Second World 
War; Factory Worker. 

 
Interviewee Code C4 
Interview Conducted 27th May 1988 
Interviewer Margaret Graham 
Transcribed by Sharon Little 
 

Q. What year were you born? 

A. Nineteen twenty-six. 

 

Q. Where were you born about? 

A. In the Fallin miner's rows at the pit. 

 

Q. Can you remember the number? 

A. Yes, number thirty, second Block. 

 

Q. Have you any memories of your grandparents? 

A. Oh yes. 

 

Q. What memories do you have? 

A. Very good ones. My granny, my father's mother, she used to make potted hough, toffee apples, Puff 
Candy and sell it on a Sunday morning. And my father used to go out and poach rabbits and sell them 
for a shilling each, and they used to go to the bing and get the coal and sell it for a shilling a bag. 

 

Q. Was that roundabout all the miners? 

A. Just there at the bing where we went, aye. 

 

Q. How long did you live there in the Blocks? 

A. Eh <..pause..> we went to the blocks, our George was sixteen when we flitted to Balure Crescent, well if 
I'm sixty two, our Jimmy would have been sixty one, our George would have been sixty the now. I think 
it was sixteen year old I went down there to Balure. 

 

Q. So that would be about sixteen years you had in the blocks? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have altogether? 

A. I had three brothers and a sister. 

 

Q. What was your father's job? 

A. He was a miner in the Fallin pit. So was my grandfather. 

 

Q. Was he always a miner? Did he have a job before he was a miner? 

A. No, they were all miners. There were eight brothers and a grandfather all worked in the mines, Fallin. 

 

Q. Did they ever do any casual work, you know part-time work as well as being a miner? 

A. Oh no he'd be down the mines all day, aye. 

 

Q. What job did your mother have before she was married? 

A. My mother worked in Templeton’s Mill in Stirling with all her sisters. Aye there were fourteen of them. 
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Q. Did she work after she was married? 

A. No. Oh yes she did, in the hotels. 

 

Q. Who looked after you? 

A. Oh we were at the school. 

 

Q. How did your father feel about her working? 

A. Well she didnae go out to work 'til well on, you know. 

 

Q. So he didnae mind at all? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did your parents attend church? 

A. Yes, my mother did. 

 

Q. On a Sunday, just a Sunday, or did she go quite? <..pause..> 

A. Well they went quite regular my mother and them but my father and them didnae bother very much, you 
know. 

 

Q. Did your parents take a part in politics, were they quite? <..pause..> 

A. No, they voted, they voted, aye. 

 

Q. What did they vote for? 

A. Labour. 

 

Q. What did your parents do in their spare time? What did your mum do? Was she in a Guild or anything 
like that? 

A. No, she was just in the house, my mother was kind of quiet. 

 

Q. What about your dad? 

A. Oh he was out in the garden. 

 

Q. Did he like gardening? 

A. Aye he loved it. 

 

Q. Did he go to the pub? 

A. Oh aye, he liked a pint, oh aye. My mother didnae drink or anything but he did, he made up for it! 

 

Q. Did they take any part in sport your mother or your father, or did they like watching sport? 

A. Aye, they liked watching it but they didn't take part in it. 

 

Q. What kind of sport? Would your dad go and watch football or? <..pause..> 

A. Football. <..pause..> Oh my father was a football player at one time, he was with the Fallin Violets. I've got 
a photo there of him. Aye he was in the Fallin Violets. 

 

Q. What memories do you have of the house in the Blocks? 

A. The washhouse, after your mother did the washing and that we all got put into the big tub and got 
bathed and carried over the road and that. 

 

Q. Was it a certain day she had the washhouse or could she wash at any time? 

A. No, they got certain days but the folk werenae bad at letting you in at the back of them and that. 
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Q. Was there ever fighting to see who got in or that? 

A. Into the washhouse? Well no, not really because you'd to hand the key down to the wife down the stair 
or up the stair and clean it all out for her going in the next day. 

 

Q. Where did you all sleep, how many rooms was in it? 

A. Well, we had only a room and kitchen and it was two recess beds built in you know and then the room 
and then there was another wee tiny room that would have held a wee bed, that was all. 

 

Q. Did you share a bed with your sisters? 

A. Aye. Oh no I slept with my granny. 

 

Q. Did she stay there as well? 

A. She stayed there as well, aye. We hadnae my sister at that time. 

 

Q. Did your mother do all the housework? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. She did everything, did you help her with the housework? Were you made to do something? 

A. Well, not really but we used to help you know. 

 

Q. What about your dad, did he help do the housework with your mother? 

A. No. 

 

Q. What about decorating? Did he do the decorating or was there decorating? 

A. It was only, <..pause..> aye, he used to give my mother a hand with putting up the paper, and she'd be 
shouting, "There's a wrinkle," and he'd say, "Get oot!" They used to argue when they were. <..pause..> My 
mother always thought it wasn't done right. 

 

Q. What about the electrical things? Did your dad do everything himself or did they have to get someone in 
to do? <..pause..> 

A. No, my father was clever with his hands, aye. 

 

Q. Did your mum make any of the family clothes? Did she sew or knit or that? 

A. Aye, she used to sew and that. 

 

Q. Was she quite good at that? 

A. Aye. I mind during a strike, I got a frock made out of a curtain. 

 

Q. Was it nice? 

A. It was lovely. This wife was a dressmaker and she made me a wee frock. 

 

Q. What about new clothes? Was it quite regular that you got new clothes or was it handed down like 
whatever? <..pause..> 

A. No, well I was the only lassie so, <..pause..> at that time so, nobody to hand them down to. Likely 
somebody else would get them. 

 

Q. Did your mother ever pay anybody to help with the housework or the washing or anything like that or did 
she do it all herself? 

A. Oh no, all herself, aye. 

 

Q. Did you continue to help your mum with the housework and that once you had left school? 
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A. Aye. 

 

Q. What kind of meals did you have when you were a child? 

A. Well the kind of meals that I had were homemade soup, kail, and tatties with the shallots cut in it, you 
know the new tatties and maybe fish dipped in the oatmeal, and scones. That was what you got and if 
you didnae eat it, well, too bad! 

 

Q. What was your favourite meal when you were a wean? Can you remember a favourite that you all 
loved? 

A. Aye, I used to love roast beef with the wee bit gravy over it, but I liked soup you know. 

 

Q. Was your mother a good eater? 

A. Aye, aye they were all good at eating. 

 

Q. Where did they do their shopping about? 

A. They had to go into Stirling, Lipton’s. Into Lipton’s aye. 

 

Q. Did you go with her, you know, were you ever taken shopping with her? 

A. Aye sometimes we went, aye. 

 

Q. Did your father go with your mother? 

A. No, she did it on her own with her sister, aye. 

 

Q. Where did they buy things like furniture? 

A. Well, out of the town but I can't really remember when my mum flitted into that house. 

 

Q. Would it be new furniture or would it be? <..pause..> 

A. Well no, my mother had been saving up for it. She got a new sideboard and beds and carpets and all 
that for the fireside you know, for going into her new house. 

 

Q. Can you remember celebrating special occasions like a birthday? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. What kind of things did you get for your birthday? Did you get a cake and a big birthday party or? 
<..pause..> 

A. Well, I remember the first watch I got, I was sixteen, for my birthday and I liked it that much I went into 
the bath with it on! (laughs). I doubt the water went in it. <..pause..> 

 

Q. What about Christmas? 

A. I can remember Christmas because all my aunties stayed in the one Block and they had big families 
and Mary Agnew, my cousin from Airdrie used to come over and she used to think that we had a wee 
bit more than them maybe wee dishes or a wee doll or something like that and that's what she was 
talking about to me when I was through. She said, "I always thought you got more than us," but I says, 
"But there was less in our family than yours." 

 

Q. What about Hogmanay? Can you remember Hogmanay when you were a wean? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. Was everybody in, you know was? <..pause..> 

A. My mother used to set the table and everybody got a steak pie meal before the bells, and then you 
never got out of the door 'til you got a first foot, and then after that you could go out a wee while if you 
wanted. 
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Q. Did you have any books to read when you were a wean? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. What about a newspaper, did your mum and dad get a newspaper? 

A. Aye, they got a newspaper. 

 

Q. Can you remember what it was? 

A. The, <..pause..> what was it my dad used to? <..pause..> ‘The Daily Herald' I think it was he got all the time, 
my dad. 

 

Q. Did you join a library, were you joined into a library when you were younger? 

A. Eh, no, no. 

 

Q. Were you ever taken visiting neighbours and relatives? 

A. Oh aye, we used to go, <..pause..> we took, <..pause..> with my mother's family being big, we would go to 
one aunties’ one Sunday, they'd all be down at my mother's the next Sunday and then we used to all go 
picnics up to Dunblane. 

 

Q. Was your dad there with you? 

A. Aye, everybody went, everybody went, aye. 

 

Q. Can you remember a holiday when you were younger? 

A. Aye, aye. Used to go to Leven and Burntisland, you know a day trip or that but eh, <..pause..> I cannae 
actually mind when I was young. The only place you would go your holidays, maybe at your auntie at 
Airdrie, or something like that! You'd think you were miles away or over to Alloa. Over to Alloa! 

 

Q. Can you remember a wedding when you were a child? Going to a wedding? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What was it like? Was it a big occasion or was it maybe in a house or? <..pause..> 

A. No it was in the Fallin Miners’ Welfare. I was fourteen and I can aye mind I went with this kilt on and 
everything, and my mother gave us a present. I cannae mind the present but she gave me a caddy full 
of tea for luck, with a spoon in it, to give the man and wife. 

 

Q. So was there quite a lot at the wedding, was it quite? <..pause..> 

A. Aye, quite, <..pause..> there was quite a lot. 

 

Q. How did you spend Sundays? Did you go to church? 

A. A Sunday <..pause..> yes. On a Sunday we went to the Bible Class thing and then we'd go to the church 
and get put to The Band of Hope with the big tent and I've still got the two medals, my brother and I 
<..pause..> and eh, I was in the church choir. 

 

Q. And what about after that, was that when you went visiting and that? 

A. That was it. There wasnae much really to do after that. You just played out with skipping ropes or a ball 
out the side of the wall. 

 

Q. Were you taught to say prayers when you went to bed at night? 

A. Oh aye, aye, every, <..pause..> 

 

Q. Was religion important to you when you were a wean? 

A. I used to love it. We used to love it. 
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Q. Who did you play with when you were a wean? 

A. Eh. <..pause..> Mima Bolton, Jenny Duncan and eh, <..pause..> Margaret Stewart, Jessie McKinley. Oh a 
million folk. 

 

Q. Was this just all neighbours, all the folk from the? <..pause..> 

A. Just all in the one Block aye. 

 

Q. Did your mum and dad ever discourage you from playing, <..pause..> not to play with a certain person, did 
they ever do that? <..pause..> 

A. No. 

 

Q. You know, "You're not to play with such and such." <..pause..> They didnae bother you? 

A. Oh no. 

 

Q. You could play with who you wanted? 

A. You could play with who you wanted, aye. 

 

Q. What about free time after school? Did you play then or were you meant to do homework and then your 
housework and all that before you went out? 

A. Well <..pause..> no, we never ever got bothered with housework, but on the washing day my mother and 
my auntie used to wash together and we used to; they had a big mangle, and we used to, me and 
Kathy, boil pillow-sheets, put them through and then they would do all the ironing with the wee flat irons. 

 

Q. Did you have any hobbies then? Did you collect anything like cigarette coupons or eh <..pause..> did you 
like going walks or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh we used to go walks and steal the beans up at the farm and the police caught us and, <..pause..> oh 
aye. My brother and my cousin from Airdrie and I were all round the strip, and here I had put them up 
the leg of my knickers and the police came and I run away and left them and they went out, Mary 
Agnew, my cousin, went and gave my name! (laughs) And I was going to hit her! (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you have any pets when you were a wean? 

A. Aye, rabbits, ferrets, my father used to have the ferrets. 

 

Q. Can you remember the rabbits' names? Did you have names for them or that or were they just there 
like? 

A. No, they were just there. 

 

Q. Did you take part in any sport? 

A. Aye I used to run for Fallin School. I run at Bridge of Allan Games one time. 

 

Q. Did you win? 

A. I fell! (laughs) I was very near there. They picked out Jimmy Bone and the fellow Campbell and me for 
the sports at the Bridge of Allan Games. 

 

Q. Did you belong to any Youth Club or Girl Guides or anything like that? 

A. No I never went to nothing like that. 

 

Q. Can you remember going to the pictures when you were a wean? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Well, tell me about the pictures? 
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A. Well we used to go on a Saturday morning and oh they were great! The old picture house or that place 
away up the top of the town way. You'd just be getting into a good bit when it stopped, like y'know all 
these things. Space Continued. You'd to go back the next week to see what was going on! 

 

Q. How much was it to get in? 

A. Oh it was only about tuppence or thruppence and then my uncle had a chip cart outside and we used to 
go out and get a penny's worth of chips on the way home on the bus. 

 

Q. Did you get pocket money? 

A. Aye well you didnae. <..pause..> You got your money for your pictures and that, your chip. But if you went 
round for the papers, see the, <..pause..> that one I get on a Wednesday, The Observer, well the wee 
shop was round the corner, my mother used to say, "There a sixpence, away you go round get The 
Observer" and I used to get sweeties with the change. You wouldnae go bar you got the sweeties. 

 

Q. Were you given lessons before you went to school? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you not go to a Play School or a? <..pause..> 

A. My mother put me when I was four and a half for talking, to get rid of me. 

 

Q. Which school did you go to? 

A. Fallin. 

 

Q. Fallin Primary School and that was a Public School? 

A. That's right. 

 

Q. Did you like school? 

A. Aye I liked it and yet I didnae like it. 

 

Q. Did you like the teachers? 

A. Some of them. 

 

Q. What was the punishments then? 

A. You got the belt, aye, the belt. 

 

Q. What subjects were you taught? Was it English, Maths, <..pause..> was it all just the ordinary subjects like 
English, Maths, Geography? 

A. Just the ordinary, aye that's right. 

 

Q. Did you ever get Cooking? 

A. Aye Cooking and Science and the Science too, I liked it. 

 

Q. What about Needlework, did you get that as well? 

A. We got it as well, aye. 

 

Q. Did boys and girls get taught the same subjects? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. What did you wear to school? Was there a uniform? 

A. Well you just wore what you had, you know at that time. 
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Q. What about shoes? Were you made to wear right brogues y'know, to keep to going at school or was it 
anything? 

A. No anything, anything at all. 

 

Q. Did you go to a school after that, did you go to another school? 

A. No I left school and went to Service when I was fourteen. 

 

Q. Was that Domestic Service? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. Could you describe a typical working day as a domestic servant? 

A. Aye, blackleading a big grate and scrubbing a big stone floor, I got twenty-six shillings a month. 

 

Q. What were you called? Were you just called a domestic servant, because you know how they had, 
<..pause..> like housemaids? <..pause..> 

A. A maid, just called a maid. 

 

Q. How did you get the job, did you see it advertised? 

A. No, it was another maid that left to get married that I knew, and she got me in to it. 

 

Q. What hours did you work? 

A. I stayed in. 

 

Q. So it was all hours, you could get called up at any time? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. What was your wages? 

A. Twenty-six shillings a month. 

 

Q. Did you think that was a fair wage? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Did you give any of that to your mother, y'know, did you send any of that home to your mother? 

A. Well by the time I paid my thruppence up and down, I used to try and come home every night or my day 
off, I don't think my mother would get very much of it. 

 

Q. Did men and women work together in Domestic Service or was it mostly women? 

A. No, it was all women. 

 

Q. How did you get on with the other people you worked with? 

A. Like the mistress and that? 

 

Q. Well no, the actual people that was working, just doing the same as you, or? <..pause..> 

A. There was nobody else in the house, a private house. 

 

Q. Was it just yourself? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. Oh I see, so it wasnae a big affair, it was just you yourself? 

A. No, just, <..pause..> aye. 
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Q. How did you get on with the mistress, did you like her? 

A. Great. 

 

Q. Was she nice to you, aye? 

A. Oh awfy nice. 

 

Q. Was it a happy atmosphere, like could you go about singing while you were doing your work or that? 

A. Oh aye, oh you could sing aye, and I used to chase them all down the stairs and everything. (laughs) 

 

Q. How long did you do this work? 

A. Not very long. After my mother going and buying me ward shoes and all the rig-out, I stuck it about two 
months I think and then I went into the shops to work. 

 

Q. Did you do all the dusting, polishing, cleaning and everything? 

A. Aye, oh aye. 

 

Q. Did she have a cook? 

A. No she done all the cooking herself. 

 

Q. How many rooms were in the house? 

A. About five or six. 

 

Q. How big was the family you worked for? 

A. There were only a schoolteacher and the mother in it at the finish up, mm hmm. 

 

Q. Where did you sleep when you were? <..pause..> 

A. Down in the basement where the kitchen was. There was a wee bedroom in at the side. 

 

Q. Where did you, <..pause..> did you say you went to another job after that? 

A. Aye, I went to the shoe shops. 

 

Q. And how did you get on with the folk in there? 

A. Oh I got on great. I worked in the old Arcade, in the shoe shop. And I left there and went to the grocers 
and the grocers gave me, <..pause..> I went for ten shillings to the shoe shop a week, went up to the 
grocers for a pound, so the shoe shop manageress came up to ask me if I would come back she would 
give me thirty shillings! So I went back down to the shoe shop to get more money. (laughs) 

 

Q. So you were back staying at home then when you worked in the shoe shop? 

A. That's right aye. 

 

Q. Did you give your mum any of that money? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. What did she spend it on? Just like the house? 

A. Just the clothes on your back and that to keep you tidy going to your work. 

 

Q. When you'd left school and you were working and that, how did you spend your Sundays then? Did you 
still go to church? 

A. Aye, oh aye. 

 

Q. Was religion, <..pause..> did it mean more to you or less to you as you got older? 
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A. Well I fell away from it at the finish up, y'know. Where all my own family, they were all church lovers. 

 

Q. Did you take an interest in politics when you got older? 

A. No, I never bothered, no. 

 

Q. Can you remember taking a holiday when you were older without your mum and dad? 

A. I never was away a holiday myself, no. 

 

Q. What about with pals and all, did you never go? <..pause..> 

A. No I never went with pals either. 

 

Q. By this time you'll have made new friends? You would have made a lot of new pals with working and 
that? 

A. That's right. 

 

Q. Did your mum and dad meet them all? 

A. Aye they used to all come to my mother's house and we went up to their mother's houses. 

 

Q. Did they expect to know where you were when you went out at night? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. And were you to be back at a certain time? 

A. Aye, we used to get eh, <..pause..> say where we were going. I would say, "I'm going away down to 
Riverside," and then this lassie, she was a Catholic and I was a Protestant and we used to go in to that 
wee church next to The Station Hotel and sing, go and get a bag of chips and come home for the last 
bus, y'know. 

 

Q. What age were you when you got married? 

A. Eh, twenty-one. 

 

Q. What age was your husband? 

A. Twenty-one. 

 

Q. What was your husband's job before you married? 

A. He was on the Railway, mm hmm. 

 

Q. Did he have a job before that do you know? 

A. He was in the Dunblane boys. 

 

Q. Did he stay on the railway when you got married? 

A. No, he went to the pit, back to the pit, he was in the pit from he was fourteen, went out and went to the 
Railway, left the Railway and went back to the pit. 

 

Q. How did you meet? 

A. At the dancing, the old Welfare. 

 

Q. Where did he come from? Did he come from, <..pause..> 

A. He came from Stirling, aye. 

 

Q. Was he from the same sort of background as yourself? 

A. Aye. 
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Q. Did you get engaged? 

A. Yes, we got engaged. 

 

Q. Did you manage to get things like furniture and household things together before you got married? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. Did you get quite a few wedding presents? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. What kind of wedding presents? 

A. Well, pots and pans and towels and sheets and things like that, y'know. 

 

Q. Could you describe your wedding? 

A. Aye, well it was in Fallin Parish Church and eh, <..pause..>. I was all dressed in white and after I got 
married the Minister says to me, "It's the loveliest gown that I've ever seen Mary in my life." I says 
"Thanks very much." 

 

Q. Did you have a reception? 

A. Aye in the Miners’ Welfare, aye. 

 

Q. Did you go on honeymoon? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. Where did you go? 

A. The Raploch! (laughs) Dear me! 

 

Q. Did you continue to work after you got married? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. And how did your husband feel about you working? 

A. Alright, no he didnae mind. 

 

Q. What job did you have when you were? <..pause..> 

A. The Cork n' Seal, aye. He was in the pit. 

 

Q. How long did you keep up this work? 

A. About a year. 

 

Q. What did you stop working for? 

A. Because I was expecting the bairn. 

 

Q. At the work was it, <..pause..> were you expected to leave when you got married or could you stay on? 

A. No, you could stay on. 

 

Q. Did you want to stop working, or would you rather have been working? 

A. I would rather have been working. 

 

Q. How did you manage financially without your wage? 

A. Alright I suppose, aye. 
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Q. Did you take any part-time jobs and that, once you had the kids? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. How many children did you have? 

A. Three. 

 

Q. And what's their names and their ages? 

A. Andrew, Peter and Elizabeth. 

 

Q. Was that the number of children you wanted? 

A. No I was wanting more, but that stopped at that! (laughs) 

 

Q. Did you know anything about birth control then? 

A. No, no. 

 

Q. If you needed advice who could you ask, like? <..pause..> 

A. I would need to have went to my mother. 

 

Q. Would you have went to your mother? 

A. Oh aye, aye. 

 

Q. Would you not have preferred to go to maybe a nurse or something? 

A. No, I'd rather have asked my mother. 

 

Q. Was there advice available, where you stayed, for birth control, if you wanted it? 

A. No, not that I know of hen, no. 

 

Q. Did you know what to expect in childbirth? 

A. No, I didnae even know where they were coming from! I thought they were going to cut my stomach and 
so they did by the way. 

 

Q. Did you read books or anything when you were expecting? 

A. No. 

 

Q. Were the children born at home? 

A. No, they were all born in hospital. I was wanting home but I had caesarean birth and forceps and that, 
so I couldnae have them in the house, aye. 

 

Q. After the children were born did you get help? Y'know did your family help you? 

A. Aye my mother and them helped me, aye oh aye. 

 

Q. How did you feed your first baby? Did you breast feed it or? <..pause..> 

A. Aye, I breast fed them all, aye. 

 

Q. How much did your husband take to do with the children when they were smaller? 

A. Oh an awfy lot. 

 

Q. Did he? 

A. Oh aye, he was awfy good, aye. 
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Q. How did you and your husband manage the housekeeping in the early years of your marriage? Could 
you manage okay? 

A. Yes, yes. 

 

Q. Did you know what your husband earned? 

A. Aye. Aye! (laughs) 

 

Q. Did he give you it all or did he? <..pause..> 

A. No, he gave me it all, and I gave him his pocket money, aye. 

 

Q. Did he pay any of the bills or did you pay them all? 

A. No I paid them all myself. 

 

Q. How did you decide the money should be spent? Y'know how did you and your man; did you just go out 
and buy like <..pause..> if you needed furniture, you just went out and bought it or that or did you discuss 
it? 

A. No, I would say to him, "Could I get that radiogram or that?" He would say, "Well, you're running the 
house, you can pay it, get it." So I used to just do that, you know. 

 

Q. If your husband was ill or out of work how did you manage then? 

A. You just had to manage hen. 

 

Q. Did neighbours and that help you out or? <..pause..> 

A. Well your mother helped you out, your mother helped you out. 

 

Q. Did you ever feel it was a struggle to make ends meet? 

A. Sometimes you did, aye. 

 

Q. But you got help with your family? 

A. Aye that's right. 

 

Q. If any neighbours were ill in the Blocks or that or down here, did any of the neighbours go in and help 
out? 

A. Oh aye, everybody helped. Awfy good. We used to do the washing, look after the bairns and we were 
out and in. Everybody had put their hands in to help out. 

 

Q. What kind of medical care was there at that time? 

A. There was just the wee surgery at the Block with the doctor. 

 

Q. Did you have to pay for the doctor? 

A. No, but at one time you had to pay half a crown for a visit. 

 

Q. Would they more like, <..pause..> use home cures than pay for the doctor to come in? 

A. Well, most cases might have done it, you know, but I cannae really mind much about that. 

 

Q. Can you remember any home cures maybe your mother had for you? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. What kind of home cures were there? 
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A. Eh, <..pause..> treacle and sulphur to see <..pause..> if you were taking the measles or that, you took a 
spoonful and it all came out. That's supposed to be an old cure. 

 

Q. And what about the ear ache or anything? Just olive oil or something? 

A. Just hot olive oil or something like that in your ear, aye. 

 

Q. So the National Health was out when you had your children, is that right? 

A. Aye I think so. 

 

Q. You never had to pay for any medical help? 

A. Oh no, no no, that's right. 

 

Q. Where you lived did all the people have the same standard of living or was there a lot more people 
better off or? <..pause..> 

A. No, they were all miners. 

 

Q. So they were all just about the same? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. Did people do their shopping mostly in local corner shops or did they go to the town? 

A. No they had to go to the town. 

 

Q. Was there any shops gave credit or tick? 

A. No, I don't think so. 

 

Q. Can you remember a pawn shop in the area? 

A. No. Up in Stirling there was one, aye. 

 

Q. Was your area a friendly neighbourhood? 

A. Aye, oh aye. 

 

Q. Have you got any memories of The Second World War? Rationing books or? <..pause..> 

A. Oh aye I worked in the shop then with the ration books. But before that I worked in the munitions, 
making Sten Gun magazines. 

 

Q. Did you get on fine there? 

A. Great. 

 

Q. Were you working beside men when you were doing that? 

A. Men and women. 

 

Q. And how did they feel about you working, doing that, <..pause..> they werenae caring? 

A. They didnae bother. 

 

Q. Did you get paid for that? 

A. Aye oh aye. 

 

Q. How much did you get paid? 

A. Oh now, it's that long ago I cannae mind, but <..pause..> three pounds, say. <..pause..> I think it was three 
pounds fifty. And here this day I decided to go into Boot's the chemist and buy myself make-up. I came 
home with hardly anything! I'd have got killed! (laughs) 
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Q. During the war was there nylons available? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. Did you still get your nylons and your stockings? 

A. Aye, off the darkies. 

 

Q. I've heard stories that sometimes they tanned their legs? 

A. Aye my mother used to tan ours for the dancing. She used to stand you up on the bunker and rub your 
legs with the tan and put a pencil mark down the back and then see when you came in, you had to go 
into the sink and stand and wash it off or she wouldnae let you get into the white sheets. 

 

Q. What about evacuees, can you remember any of them? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. Did any of your family ever take any in? 

A. Oh I couldnae tell you. Not in Fallin they didnae. 

 

Q. Have you any memories of the soldiers? 

A. Aye. 

 

Q. Tell me about your memories of the soldiers? 

A. Well the soldiers were down at the Throsk, and here <..pause..> May McGregor's father had said to her, 
"Go up and give them the fags." So my father had told us not to go near them, and I says; May says, 
"Come on up with me," I says, "No, my dad says I've not to go." And Bob says, "I'll tell your father I sent 
you up with her." Well my father came up in the big bike and he kicked my arse all the way down the 
town. (laughs) 

 

Q. Is that what he did? 

A. Aye! He was peddling it and keeping going <..pause..> like that. 

 

Q. What about the blackout? 

A. Oh aye, I can mind the blackouts. 

 

Q. Did you go to a shelter? 

A. No we never went to a shelter, we just all went into my mother's house. See when the sirens went, they 
all ran into my mother's house and all the weans got flung on the back bed, aye. 

 

Q. Can you remember the planes coming over? 

A. I seen a plane getting shot down over at Cowie way by the stair heid, aye. 

 

Q. Did any bombs ever fall in the Forth? 

A. Aye down at the Throsk. 

 

Q. Was that because they were trying to get there because? <..pause..> 

A. Aye they were trying to blow that up aye with the <..pause..> gun powder. 

 

Q. Well that's all. Thank you very much. 
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1518, 1527, 1528, 1532, 1551, 1568, 1573 
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1371, 1559, 1566, 1574, 1575 
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Housing, 7, 220, 229, 1439, 1448, 1450 
 

 

I 

 

Infirmary Week, 622, 631, 1434 
 

 

K 

 

Keir Estate, 1198, 1199 
 

Kerse Mills, 558, 563 
 

Kildean Hospital, 1099, 1181, 1437, 1448, 1455 
 

Killearn Parish Church, 527 
 

Killearn School, 532, 534 
 



 1584

King Street, 30, 122, 181, 194, 212, 219, 366, 387, 391, 448, 453, 551, 567, 571, 572, 

613, 627, 631, 672, 683, 697, 698, 749, 863, 866, 921, 990, 1073, 1080, 1085, 1102, 
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